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Doc.  1. 

MILITARY  MEASURES  OP  CONGRESS. 

No.  1.   EMPLOYMENT  OF  VOLQMTEERBl 

In  pursuance  of  the  Proclamation  of  the  Presi- 
dent, of  the  fifteenth  of  April,  1861,  the  Thirty- 
seventh  Congress  assembled  on  the  fourth  of 
July.  On  the  sixth,  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachu- 
setts, Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Military 
Atfairs,  agreeably  to  notice  given  on  the  first  day 
of  the  session,  introduced  into  the  Senate  the 
following  bills  and  joint  resolution : 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  employment  of  rol- 
untcers  to  aid  in  enforcing  the  laws  and  protect- 
ing public  property ; 

A  bill  to  increase  the  present  military  establish- 
ment of  the  United  States: 

A  bill  providing  for  the  better  organization  of 
the  military  establishment; 

A  bill  for  the  organization  of  s  volunteer  mili- 
tia force,  to  be  called  the  National  Guard  of  the 
United  States ;  and 

A  joint  resolution  to  ratify  and  confirm  certain 
acts  of  the  President  for  the  suppression  of  in- 
surrection and  rebellion. 

These  bills  and  this  joint  resolution  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  con- 
sisting of  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  Mr. 
King  of  New- York,  Mr.  Baker,  of  Oregon,  Mr. 
Lane,  of  Indiana,  Mr.  I^ane,  of  Kansas,  Mr.  Rice, 
of  Minnesota,  and  Mr.  Latham,  of  California. 
Mr.  Wilson  also  introduced  a  bill  to  promote  the 
efficiency  of  the  army,  which  was  referred,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Grimes,  of  Iowa,  to  a  special 
committee  of  nine,  consisting  of  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr. 
Hale,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Powell,  Mr.  Cowan,  Mr. 
King,  Mr.  Kennedy,  and  Mr.  Howe. 

On  the  eighth  of  July,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  reported  back  the 
bill  to  authorize  the  employment  of  volunteers, 
with  amendments.  The  original  bill  proposed 
that  the  President  be  authorized  to  accept  the' 
sendees  of  volunteers  in  such  numbers  as  he 
might  deem  necessary,  and  that  the  sum  of  four 
hundred  millions  of  dollars  be  appropriated  to 
carry  the  act  into  effect ;  that  each  regiment  of 
infantry  should  have  one  colonel,  one  lieutenant- 
colonel^  one  major,  one  adjutant,  one  paymaster, 
one  quartermaster,  one  surgeon,  and  one  assist- 
ant surgeon,  one  sergeant-major,  one  regimental 
quartermaster  sergeant,  one  regimental  commis- 1 


sary  sergeant,  one  hospital  steward,  two  princi- 
pal musicians,  and  twenty-four  musicians  for  a 
band ;  and  should  be  composed  of  ten  companies, 
each  company  to  consist  of  one  captain,  one  first 
lieutenant,  one  second  lieutenant,  one  first  ser- 
geant, four  sergeants,  eight  corporals,  two  musi- 
cians, one  wagoner,  and  from  sixty-four  to  eighty- 
two  privates ;  that  these  forces  should  be  organ- 
ized into  divisions  of  three  or  more  brigades  each; 
and  each  division  should  have  a  major-general, 
each  brigade  should  be  composed  of  four  or  more 
regiments,  and  should  have  one  brigadier-general ; 
that  the  President  should  be  authorized  to  ap- 
point, by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,  for  the  command  of  the  forces  provided 
for,  a  number  of  major-generals,  not  exceeding 
sir,  and  a  number  of  brigadier-generals,  not  ex- 
ceeding eighteen ;  that  the  officers,  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  and  privates  should,  in  all  re- 
spects, be  placed  on  the  footing,  as  to  pay  and 
allowances,  of  similar  corps  of  the  regular  army, 
and  their  allowances  for  clothing  bo  three  dollars 
and  fifty  cents  per  month ; 

That  volunteers  who  might  be  wounded  or 
otherwise  disabled  in  the  service,  should  be  en- 
titled to  the  benefits  which  might  have  been  or 
might  be  conferred  on  persons  disabled  in  the 
regular  service ;  and  the  legal  heirs  of  such  as 
died  or  might  be  killed  in  service,  in  addition  to 
all  arrears  of  pay  and  allowances,  should  receive 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars ; 

That  there  should  no  allowed  to  each  regiment, 
one  chaplain,  who  must  be  a  regular  ordained 
minister  of  a  Christian  denomination,  and  who 
should  receive  the  pay  and  allowances  of  a  cap- 
tain of  cavalry ; 

That  the  general  commanding  a  separate  de- 
partment, or  a  detached  army,  be  authorized  to 
appoint  a  military  board  or  commission  of  not 
less  than  three  nor  more  than  five  officers,  whose 
duty  it  should  bo  to  examine  tho  capacity,  quali- 
fications, propriety  of  conduct,  and  efficiency  of 
any  commissioned  officer  of  volunteers  within 
his  department  or  army ; 

That  whenever  a  regiment  of  volunteers  should 
bo  mustered  into  the  service,  tho  colonel,  lieuten- 
ant-colonel, major,  adjutant,  and  quartermaster 
thereof,  should  each  have  the  privilege  of  frank- 
ing any  letter  from  any  person  belonging,  in  any 
capacity,  to  such  regiment,  not  weighing  ore* 
two  ounces. 
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On  the  tenth,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  and  the  proposed  amend- 
ments. The  first  amendment,  authorizing  the 
President  to  call  out  five  hundred  thousand  men, 
and  appropriating  five  hundred  millions  of 
dollars,  was  agreed  to ;  but,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Sherman,  of  Ohio,  the  appropriation  was  stricken 
out  On  motion  of  Mr.  Rice,  of  Minnesota, 
the  ninth  section  was  so  amended  as  to  give 
chaplains  the  compensation  of  army  chaplains 
instead  of  captains  of  cavalry.  Mr.  Rice  then 
moved  to  strike  out  the  eleventh  section,  al- 
lowing officers  of  volunteers  to  frank  soldiers' 
letters.  He  avowed  his  willingness  to  vote  an 
allowance  of  money  to  each  regiment  to  defray 
postage  expenses,  but  he  believed  the  authority 
to  frank  soldiers1  letters  would  lead  to  great 
abuses.  Mr.  Wilson  opposed  the  amendment 
He  had  franked  thousands  of  soldiers*  letters, 
and  had  done  so  freely.  Mr.  Collaraer,  of  Ver- 
mont, did  not  think  it  would  add  to  the  expenses 
of  the  Post-Office  Department,  and  he  was  op- 
posed to  the  amendment  Mr.  Rice  withdrew 
his  motion  to  amend. 

Mr.  Nesmith,  of  Oregon,  said  he  knew  men 
to-day  sweating  under  the  epaulets  of  brigadiers 
and  major-generals  who  could  not  pass  a  board 
of  any  intelligent  army  officers  in  the  world,  if 
they  were  applicants  for  the  position  of  first 
lieutenant,  and  he  moved  to  amend  the  fourth 
section  by  adding : 

That  the  President  might  select  the  major-gen- 
erals and  brigadier-generals  provided  for  in  the 
act,  from  the  line  or  staff*  of  the  regular  army ; 
and  the  officers  so  selected,  should  be  permitted 
to  retain  their  rank  therein. 

Mr.  Wilson  said  the  proposition  was  in  har- 
mony with  the  policy  he  had  advocated.  44  There 
are,"  he  said,  44  several  officers  in  the  army,  of 
great  distinction,  who  would  make  excellent  ma- 
jor and  brigadier-generals.  I  think,  and  have 
thought,  that  those  men  ought  to  be  selected  in 
preference  to  civilians,  however  eminent  they 
may  be  in  talent  or  character.  I  shall,  therefore, 
vote  for  this  amendment ;  and  I  think  that  if  it 
be  sustained,  it  will  enable  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  appoint  some  major  and  bri- 
gadier-generals from  officers  in  the  regular  army, 
reserving  to  them  the  places  they  now  hold  in 
the  army  at  the  end  of  the  contest,  and  that  the 
country  will  be  benefited  by  such  a  selection." 
Mr.  Nesmith1  s  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Powell,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  provision  giving  the  franking  privilege,  and 
insert  an  amendment  abolishing  the  franking 
privilege  altogether ;  but  the  motion  was  lost. 
Mr.  Saulsbury,  of  Delaware,  moved  to  strike 
out  of  the  first  section  44  five  hundred  thousand 
men,"  and  insert 44  two  hundred  thousand  men." 
44  He  was,"  he  declared, 44  fearful  the  Union  would 
not  be  preserved  by  the  mode  contemplated  in 
this  bill,  and  suggested  in  tho  message  of  the 
President"  He  would  vote  men  enough  to  pro- 
tect the  Capitol,  and  defend  the  States  from  in- 
vasion, and  he  believed  the  force  he  proposed 
sufficient  for  that  purpose.    Mr.  Foster,  of  Con- 


necticut, thought  44  two  hundred  thousand  men 
too  many  to  make  peace,  and  too  few  to  make 
war."  The  amendment  was  defeated — yeas, 
five;  nays,  thirty-two.  The  bill  passed  the 
Senate. 

On  the  eleventh,  a  message  was  sent  to  the 
House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  requesting  the 
return  of  the  bill.  The  House  having  returned 
it,  the  Senate,  on  the  twelfth,  reconsidered  the 
vote  on  its  passage.  Mr.  Wilson  then  moved  to 
strike  out  the  first  section,  and  insert :  44  That 
the  President  be  authorized  to  accept  the  serv- 
ices of  volunteers,  in  such  numbers,  not  exceed- 
ing five  hundred  thousand,  as  he  may  dcetn 
necessary  for  the  purpose  of  repelling  invasion, 
suppressing  insurrection,  enforcing  the  laws,  and 
preserving  and  protecting  the  public  property. 
The  volunteers  mustered  into  the  service  under 
this  act,  shall  serve  for  the  term  of  three  years, 
unless  sooner  discharged  by  the  President ;  but 
nothing  in  this  section  shall  affect  enlistments 
for  a  shorter  period  of  volunteers  already  mus- 
tered into  the  service.  Before  receiving  into 
service  any  number  of  volunteers  exceeding  those 
now  called  for  and  accepted,  the  President  shall, 
from  time  to  time,  issue  his  proclamation  stating 
the  number  desired,  either  as  cavalry,  infantry, 
or  artillery,  and  the  States  from  which  they  are 
to  be  furnished,  having  reference  in  any  such  re- 
quisition to  the  number  then  in  service  from  the 
several  States,  and  equalizing,  as  far  as  practi- 
cable, the  number  furnished  by  the  several 
States  according  to  the  Federal  population." 
And  this  amendment  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Wil- 
son then  moved  to  amend  the  fourth  section  by 
adding  that  44  the  Governors  of  the  States  fur- 
nishing volunteers  under  this  act  shall  commission 
the  field,  staff,  and  company  officers  requisite 
for  the  said  volunteers  ;  but  in  cases  where  the 
said  authorities  refuse  or  omit  to  furnish  volun- 
teers at  the  call  or  on  the  proclamation  of  the 
President,  and  volunteers  from  such  States  of- 
fer their  services  under  such  call  or  proclamation, 
the  President  shall  have  power  to  accept  such 
services,  and  to  commission  the  proper  field, 
staff,  and  company  officers  ;"  and  it  was  agreed 
to.  Mr.  Wihson  then  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  chaplains  were  to  receive  the  same 
compensation  as  chaplains  in  the  array,  instead 
of  the  compensation  of  captains  of  cavalry.  In 
support  of  the  motion,  Mr.  Wilson  maintained 
that  the  faith  of  the  nation  was  plighted  to  chap- 
lains who  came  out  with  the  regiments  mustered 
into  service.  Mr.  Collaraer,  Mr.  King,  Mr.  Ten 
Eyck,  and  Mr.  Browning  supported  the  motion, 
and  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Johnson,  and  Mr.  Howe 
opposed  it;  but  the  amendment  was  reconsider- 
ed— ayes,  twenty-five;  noes,  eleven,  and  then 
rejected.  The  bill  was  then  passed — yeas,  thir- 
ty-five ;  nays,  four.  Breckenridge  and  Powell, 
of  Kentucky,  and  Johnson  and  Polk,  of  Missouri, 
voting  against  it 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Mr.  Blair, 
of  Missouri,  on  the  eleventh  of  July,  reported 
from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  a  bill  to 
authorize  the  employment  of  volunteers,  it  be- 
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ing,  with  some  slight  modifications,  the  bill  in- 
troduced into  the  Serrate  on  the  sixth  by  Mr.  Wil- 
son. On  the  thirteenth,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  for  its  con- 
sideration, Mr.  Dawes,  of  Massachusetts,  in  the 
chair.  Mr.  Allen,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  strike  out 
u  three  years"  and  insert4*  one  year,"  as  the 
term  of  service  of  the  volunteers.  He  thought 
that,  44  if,  at  the  end  of  one  year,  the  triumph  of 
the  Government  over  the  rebellion  was  a  doubt- 
ful question,  some  change  of  policy  might  be  re- 
quired of  the  Government."  The  amendment 
was  opposed  by  Mr.  Blair,  and  rejected.  Mr. 
Blair  movfcd  to  strike  out  five  hundred  million 
dollars,  as  specific  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  army  had  already  passed  the  House. 
Mr.  Cox,  of  Ohio,  desired  to  know  why  it  was 
proposed  to  increase  the  appropriation  from  four 
hundred  million  dollars,  recommended  by  the 
President,  to  five  hundred  million  dollars.  Mr. 
Blair  replied  that  it  was  the  desire  of  the  Com- 
mittee 44  to  strengthen  the  Government  in  put- 
ting down  this  unrighteous  rebellion."  Mr.  Bur- 
nett, of  Kentucky,  desired  to  know  if  the  sums 
appropriated  were  necessary  to  maintain  the 
army  proposed  to  be  raised  for  a  year.  Mr.  Blair 
believed  it  would  not  Mr.  McClernand,  of 
Illinois  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  reducing  the 
sum  one  hundred  million  dollars.  Mr.  McKnight, 
of  Pennsylvania,  desired  to  modify  the  amend- 
ment so  as  to  reduce  the  number  of  men  from 
44  five  hundred  thousand "  to  44  four  hundred 
thousand."  Mr.  Pendleton,  of  Ohio,  opposed  the 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  McKnight  to  the 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  McClernand.  Mr. 
Diven,  of  New-York,  declared  his  readiness  to 
vote  a  million  of  men  if  half  a  million  were  not 
sufficient  Mr.  McClernand  was  willing  to  give 
the  amount  of  men  and  money  required  by  the 
Executive  responsible  for  the  use  of  men  and 
money.  Mr.  Moorhead,  of  Pennsylvania,  was 
opposed  to  the  proposition ;  he  was  for  five  hun- 
dred thousand  men,  five  hundred  millions  dol- 
lars. Mr.  Harding,  of  Kentucky,  declared  that 
Kentucky  would  give  men  and  money  to  defend 
the  Constitution,  but  he  would  44  not  vote  one 
dollar  for  subjugation."  Mr.  Hickman  of  Penn- 
sylvania, said  there  could  be  44  no  loyalty  with- 
out submission,  and  these  men  were  to  be  taught 
by  a  strong  hand  that  they  are  to  pay  the  same 
regard  to  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  as  com- 
moner people  are  forced  to  render  to  them. 
These  men  believe  that  they  have  a  right  to  de- 
clare themselves  out  of  the  pale  of  legitimate 
government  whenever  it  shall  suit  their  interests 
to  do  so,  or  whenever  it  shall  be  in  accordance 
with  the  lead  of  their  passions  to  do  so.  We, 
the  people  of  the  North,  of  the  loyal  States,  and 
all  who  act  with  the  North,  intend  to  educate 
these  men  in  a  different  doctrine ;  and  if  we 
shall  eventually  be  forced  to  bring  them  into 
subjection — abject  subjection  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States — it  will  be  their  fault  and 
not  ours."  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Pennsylvania,  would 
give  the  Executive  all  the  power — even  a  super- 
abundant power — in  this  great  crisis  of  the  na- 


tion's fate.  44  He  would  darken  the  ocean  with 
our  fleets,  and  cover  the  land  with  our  armies." 
Mr.  Cox,  of  Ohio,  would  vote  for  Mr.  McCler* 
nand's  amendment ;  he  would  vote  what  was  re- 
quired 44  to  enable  the  Executive  to  sustain  the 
Government — not  to  subjugate  the  South."  Mr. 
Burnett,  of  Kentucky,  declared  the  object  of  the 
war  to  be  the  subjugation  of  the  Southern  States. 
Kentucky  had  refused  to  give  men  when  called 
for,,  to  protect  the  Capitol,  and  the  Legislature 
had  nearly  unanimously  indorsed  the  action  of 
the  Governor.  Mr.  McKnight's  motion  to  amend 
Mr.  McClernand' s  amendment  was  rejected  ;  and 
Mr.  McClernand's  amendment  was  lo3t-— -only 
forty-seven  voting  for  it  The  clause  appropriat- 
ing five  hundred  millions,  dollars  was  stricken  out 
of  the  bill.  Mr.  Vallandigham,  of  Ohio,  moved 
to  add  a  proviso :  44  That  before  the  President 
shall  have  the  right  to  call  out  any  more  volun- 
teers than  are  already  in  the  service,  he  shall  ap- 
point seven  commissioners,  whose  mission  shall 
be  to  accompany  the  army  on  its  march,  to  re- 
ceive and  consider  such  propositions,  if  any,  as 
may  at  any  time  be  submitted  from  the  Execu- 
tive of  the  so-called  confederate  States,  or  of  any 
one  of  them,  looking  to  a  suspension  of  hostili- 
ties, and  the  return  of  said  States,  or  any  one 
of  them,  to  the  Union,  and  to  obedience  to  the 
Federal  Constitution  and  authority."  He  de- 
clared that  he  offered  the  proposition  in  good 
faith  ;  he  would  44  suspend  hostilities  for  present 
negotiation  to  try  the  temper  of  the  South." 
Mr.  Wright,  of  Pennsylvania,  emphatically  de- 
clared that  the  proposition  held  44  out  to  rebel- 
lious men  a  reward  for  their  treason."  Mr.  Hutch- 
ins,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  amend  the  proposition  so 
that  those  commissioners  should  44  see  that  the 
war  is  vigorously  prosecuted  to  the  effectual 
putting  down  of  this  rebellion."  Mr.  Vallandig- 
ham declared  he  had  moved  his  amendment  44  to 
be  read  hereafter,  and  to  be  read  and  pondered 
by  the  people."  Mr.  Ilutchins's  amendment  was 
lost ;  forty-four  members  only  voting  for  it,  and 
Mr.  Vallandigham's  amendment  was  then  re- 
jected, only  twenty-one  members  voting  for  it 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Curtis,  of  Iowa,  the  bill  was 
so  amended  as  to  give  the  President  authority 
to  raise  troops  and  appoint  officers  for  them 
whenever  the  State  authorities  should  neglect  or 
refuse  to  do  so.  Mr.  Diven,  of  New- York, 
moved  to  amend  the  fourth  section  so  as  to  re- 
quire the  major-generals  to  be  selected  from 
persons  educated  at  West-Point,  or  from  persons 
who  have  served  in  the  regular  army  not  less 
than  five  years.  Mr.  Shillabarger,  of  Ohio,  moved 
to  add,  44  or  who  shall  have,  by  actual  service  in 
war,  shown  efficiency  and  capacity  for  such  com- 
mand." The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to,  and  then  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Diven 
was  rejected. 

Mr.  McClernand  moved  that  the  commander 
of  a  brigade  shall  have  power  to  appoint  a  Ro- 
man Catholic  chaplain  for  his  brigade  when  no 
regiment  in  the  brigade  shall  have  such  chaplain, 
but  the  amendment  was  rejected.  Mr.  Vallan 
digham  proposed  to  strike  out  44  Christian  de 
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nomination,"  and  insert  "  religious  society,"  but 
the  amendment  was  lost 

Mr.  Colfax,  of  Indiana,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  eleventh  section  giving  colonels,  lieutenant- 
colonels,  majors,  adjutants,  and  quartermasters 
of  volunteer  regiments  authority  to  frank  sol- 
diers' letters,  and  insert:  "That  all  letters 
written  by  the  soldiers  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States  may  be  transmitted  through  the 
mails  without  the  prepayment  of  postage,  under 
such  regulations  as  the  Post-Office  Department 
may  prescribe ;  the  postage  thereon  to  be  paid 
by  the  recipient"  Mr.  Van  Wyck,  of  New- York, 
moved  as  a  substitute :  "  That  the  colonel  of  eve- 
ry regiment  now  or  hereafter  to  be  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  shall  appoint  the  chaplain 
of  his  regiment,  and  in  case  there  be  no  chaplain, 
then  any  person  he  may  deem  competent,  to  act 
aa  postmaster  for  the  regiment,  whose  duty  it 
shall  be,  without  receiving,  or  being  entitled  to 
any  compensation  therefor,  to  frank  with  his 
name  all  letters  and  papers  not  weighing  over 
one  ounce  for  all  officers,  musicians,  or  privates 
in  said  service.  All  letters  and  papers  so  franked 
shall  be  carried  free  of  postage :  That  any  letter 
or  paper  directed  to  any  officer,  musician,  or 
private  in  said  service,  addressed  to  the  regiment 
to  which  such  person  belongs,  shall  be  carried 
free  of  postage  in  all  mails  or  boxes  put  up  to 
receive  letters  and  papers  to  be  carried  to  the 
post-offices  or  mails  of  the  United  States :  That 
all  letters  and  papers  directed  to  any  officer,  mu- 
sician, marine,  or  sailor,  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  directed  to  the  station  or  ship 
where  he  may  be  serving,  shall  be  carried  free  of 
postage  in  all  the  mails  and  boxes  put  up  for  the 
purpose  of  receiving  letters  and  papers  to  be 
carried  to  .the  post-offices  and  mails  of  the 
United  States :  That  the  appointment  referred  to 
in  the  first  section  of  this  act  shall,  by  said  post- 
master, be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Postmaster- 
General. 

Mr.  Van  Wyck's  amendment  was  rejected,  and 
then  Mr.  Colfax's  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Burnett  offered  as  a  proviso  to  be  added 
to  the  end  of  the  bill :  "  That  the  military  force 
hereby  provided  for  in  this  act,  shall  not  be  em- 
ployed in  subjugating  and  holding  as  a  conquer- 
ed province  any  sovereign  State  now  or  lately 
one  of  the  United  States." 

The  amendment  was  rejected.  Mr.  Burnett 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill ;  but  they  were  not  ordered,  and  the  bill 
passed  without  a  division. 

On  the  sixteenth,  Mr.  Blair,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs  to  whom  the  House  had 
referred  the  Senate  bill  to  authorize  the  employ- 
ment of  volunteers,  reported  with  an  amendment 
as  a  substitute — the  amendment  being  substan- 
tially the  House  bill.  The  amendment  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  bill  passed. 
•  In  the  Senate,  on  the  seventeenth,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  Senate  disagreed  to  the 
amendment  of  the  House.  The  House  insisted 
on  its  amendment — asked  for  a  committee  of 
conference,  and  Mr.  Blair,  of  Missouri,  Mr.  Olin, 


of  NeV  York,  and  Mr.  Wright  of  Pennsylvania, 
were  appointed  managers.  *The  Senate  insisted 
on  its  disagreement  and  appointed  Mr.  Wilson, 
of  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Ten  Eyck,  of  New  Jersey, 
and  Mr.  Rice,  of  Minnesota,  managers.  On  Che 
eighteenth,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  of 
Conference,  reported  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives recede  from  its  amendment  to  the 
bill,  except  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  sections, 
and  agree  to  the  bill  of  the  Senate  with  the 
following  amendments :  44  Strike  out  the  pre- 
amble, and  in  lieu  thereof  insert  as  follows: 
4  Whereas  certain  of  the  arsenals,  custom-houses, 
navy-yards,  and  other  property  of  the  United 
States  have  been  seized,  and  other  violations  of 
law  have  been  committed  and  are  threatened  by 
organized  bodies  of  men  in  several  of  the  States, 
and  a  conspiracy  has  been  entered  into  to  over- 
throw the  government  of  the  United  States: 
Therefore ;'  and  in  line  nine,  of  section  one,  after 
the  word  *  property,'  strike  out  as  follows, 
4  The  volunteers  mustered  into  service  under 
this  act  shall  serve  for  three  years,  unless  sooner 
discharged  by  the  President;  but  nothing  in 
this  section  shall  affect  enlistments  for  a  shorter 
period  of  volunteers  already  mustered  into  ser- 
vice and  in  lieu  thereof  insert :  4  Provided, 
That  the  services  of  the  volunteers  shall  be  for 
such  time  as  the  President  may  direct,  not 
exceeding  three  years  nor  less  than  six  months, 
and  they  shall  be  disbanded  at  the  end  of  the 
war;  and  all  provisions  of  law  applicable  to 
three  years  volunteers  shall  apply  to  two  years 
volunteers,  and  to  all  volunteers  who  have  been 
or  may  be  accepted  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  for  a  period  not  less  than  six 
months,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  such  volun- 
teers were  specially  named.'  " 

44  That  the  Senate  recede  from  its  disagreement 
to  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  sections  of  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  agree  thereto." 

The  report  was  concurred  in. 

The  House  concurred  in  the  report  of  the 
Conference  Committee  made  by  Mr.  Blair,  and 
the  bill  introduced  by  Mr.  Wilson  on  the  sixth 
July  passed  on  the  eighteenth,  and  was  approved 
by  the  President  on  the  twenty -second  of  July, 
1861. 

No.  II. — The  Bill  to  increase  the  Military  Es- 
tablishment of  the  United  States. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  sixth  of  July,  1861,  Mr. 
Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  agreeably  to  notice 
given  on  the  first  day  of  the  session,  introduced 
a  bill  to  increase  the  regular  army.  The  bill 
provided,  that  there  be  added  to  the  regular 
army  nine  regiments  of  infantry,  one  regiment  of 
cavalry,  and  one  regiment  of  artillery  ;  each  re- 
giment of  infantry  to  consist  of  not  less  than 
two,  nor  more  than  three  battalions ;  each  bat- 
talion to  consist  of  eight  companies,  each  com- 
pany to  consist  of  one  captain,  one  first  and  one 
second  lieutenant,  one  first  sergeant,  four  ser- 
geants, eight  corporals,  two  musicians,  and  as 
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many  privates,  not  exceeding  eighty-two,  a*s  the 
President  may  direct.  The  regiment  of  cavalry 
to  consist  of  not  more  than  three  battalions,  of 
not  more  than  two  squadrons  each,  and  each 
squadron  of  two  companies,  of  seventy-two  pri- 
vates each.  The  regiment  of  artillery  to  consist 
of  not  more  than  twelve  batteries  ;  each  battery 
to  have  as  many  privates  as  the  President  might 
direct,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
two. 

That  the  field  and  staff  commissioned  officers 
should  be  to  each  regiment  of  infantry,  one  col- 
onel, one  lieutenant-colonel,  one  regimental  ad- 
jutant, one  regimental  quartermaster  and  com- 
missary, and  to  each  battalion  of  infantry,  one 
major,  one  battalion  adjutant,  one  battalion  quar- 
termaster and  commissary ;  the  regimental  and 
battalion  adjutants,  and  quartermasters  and  com- 
missaries, to  be  taken  from  the  lieutenants  of  the 
regiments  and  battalions  respectively.  To  the 
regiment  of  cavalry,  one  colonel,  one  lieutenant- 
colonel,  one  regimental  adjutant,  one  regimental 
quartermaster  and  commissary,  and  to  each  bat- 
talion of  cavalry,  one  major,  one  battalion  ad- 
jutant, one  battalion  quartermaster  and  commis- 
sary. To  the  regiment  of  artillery,  one  colonel, 
one  lieutenant-colonel,  one  major  to  every  four 
batteries,  one  adjutant,  one  regimental  quarter- 
master and  commissary,  to  be  taken  from  the 
lieutenants  of  the  regiment 

That  there  be  four  major-generals,  with  three 
aid.s-de-carap  each,  to  be  taken  from  captains  or 
lieutenants  of  the  array,  and  six  brigadier-gen- 
erals, with  two  aids-de-carap  each,  to  be  taken 
from  the  lieutenants  of  the  army. 

That  the  officers  and  enlisted  men  were  to  re- 
ceive the  same  pay,  emoluments,  and  allowances, 
and  be  on  the  same  footing,  in  every  respect, 
with  those  of  corresponding  grades  and  corps  i 
now  in  the  regular  service. 

That  the  President  be  authorized  to  add  to  the 
regiments  of  dragoons,  mounted  riflemen,  caval- 
ry, artillery,  and  infantry  of  the  regular  army, 
as  many  officers  and  enlisted  men  as  might  make 
their  respective  organizations  the  same  as  those 
of  the  additional  regiments,  and  that  the  com- 
missions of  the  officers  of  the  old  regiments  who 
might  be  promoted  should  bear  equal  date  with 
those  of  officers  promoted  to  the  additional  re- 
giments. 

That  the  term  of  enlistments  made  and  to  be 
made  in  the  years  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty- 
one  and  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-two  in  the 
regular  army,  be  for  the  period  of  three  years, 
and  those  to  be  made  after  January  one,  eight- 
een hundred  and  sixty-three,  to  be  for  the  term 
of  five  years. 

On  the  ninth,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  reported  back  the  bill  with 
an  amendment,  striking  out  the  provision  giving 
authority  to  the  President  to  add  to  the  old  re- 
giments as  many  officers  and  men  as  might  make 
their  organizations  equal  to  the  additional  regi- 
ments authorized  by  the  act 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  Senate,  on  the 
thirteenth,  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 


bill,  and  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Mili- 
tary Committee  was  adopted.  Mr.  King,  of  New- 
York,  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  adding,  that 
the  increase  of  the  force  authorized  by  the  act 
was  declared  to  be  for  service  during  the  insur- 
rection, and  six  months  after  organized  resist- 
ance should  exist,  ,the  military  establishment 
should  be  reduced  to  the  number,  grade,  rank, 
and  pay,  authorized  by  law,  on  the  first  day  of 
May,  1861,  and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  King  then  proposed  to  amend,  by  adding, 
that  the  President  should  cause  regiments,  bat- 
talions, and  companies  to  be  disbanded,  and  offi- 
cers to  be  discharged,  so  as  to  reduce  the  army 
as  provided  for  in  the  amendment.  Mr.  Harris, 
of  New- York,  expressed  his  surprise  that  the 
Senate  should  strike  what  seemed  to  him  so  fatal 
a  blow  to  this  measure  of  the  administration. 
He  thought  officers  of  the  old  regiments  would 
not  take  commissions  in  the  new  regiments,  with 
the  understanding  that  they 'were  to  be  dis- 
charged at  the  end  of  the  war.  The  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Nesmith,  of  Oregon,  moved  that  the  bill 
be  amended  by  adding  that  no  person  should  bo 
commissioned  as  major  or  brigadier-general  in 
the  regular  army  who  should  not  have  previously 
served  for  the  period  of  ten  years  in  the  regular 
or  volunteer  army  of  the  Unitdd  States ;  and  no 
person  should  be  commissioned  as  colonel,  lieu- 
tenant-colonel or  major  in  the  regular  army,  who 
should  not  have  previously  served  at  least  two 
years  in  the  regular  or  volunteer  army  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Wilson  expressed  the  hope  that  the  Senate 
would  reject  this  amendment.  Mr.  Nesmith 
said,  the  object  of  the  amendment  was  to  exclude 
persons  from  civil  life  who  have  never  had  any 
military  experience.  44  Ten  years,"  he  said, 
44  was  the  shortest  period  in  which  any  man  can 
acquire  the  information  necessary  to  qualify  him 
to  command  in  the  army  as  brigadier  or  major- 
general."  This  amendment  was  rejected.  Mr. 
Nesmith  then  moved,  that,  whenever  the  public 
service  might  require  the  appointment  of  any  cit- 
izen to  the  regular  army,  a  board  of  officers  should 
be  instituted,  before  which  the  applicant  should 
appear  for  examination  into  his  physical  ability, 
moral  character,  attainments,  and  general  fitness 
for  the  service.  Mr.  Nesmith  thought  that  mili- 
tary knowledge  was  not  attained  by  inspiration. 
Men  must  get  it  through  study,  experience,  and 
service  in  the  field.  44  The  regulations,"  he  said, 
44  contained  the  principle  of  the  amendment 
Every  thing  has  to  be  examined  and  present 
some  qualifications  for  its  position  in  the  army, 
except  the  general  officers  who  are  to  lead  the 
army."  Mr.  Wilson  said:  44 There  were  to  be 
eight -hundred  and  fifty  officers  in  these  regi- 
ments. It  was  arranged  that  one  half  of  the  of- 
ficers should  be  taken  from  the  old  regiments. 
Nine  of  the  eleven  colonels  had  been  taken  from 
the  army,  one  of  the  others  had  served  in  the 
field,  and  the  other  was  adjutant-general  of 
Ohio.  One  half  of  the  captains  and  tiist  lieute- 
nants were  to  be  taken  from  the  old  army,  and 
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the  second  lieutenants  were  to  be  promoted  from 
the  ranks.  Thousands  of  the  young  men  of  the 
country  from  law-schools  and  colleges  were  ap- 
plying for  commissions,  and  the  Government 
could  select  young  men  of  talent  and  character. 
There  never  was  a  time  in  the  history  of  the 
country  when  men  of  talont,  men  of  culture, 
men  of  experience,  men  of  fortune,  men  who 
have  mastered  all  that  could  be  mastered  in  the 
colleges  and  institutions  of  learning  of  the  coun- 
try, are  seeking,  as  they  are  now  seeking,  ad- 
mission into  the  army.  Mr.  Nesmith  desired  to 
know  why  the  regulation  requiring  a  person 
from  civil  life  to  be  examined  by  a  board  of  offi- 
cers had  not  been  complied  with.  Mr.  Wilson 
replied,  that  "  the  object  was  to  get  a  military 
force  into  the  field  as  speedily  as  possible,  and 
the  Government  was,  of  course,  compelled,  by 
the  exigencies  of  the  service,  by  the  condition  of 
tile  country,  to  do  in  this  case,  what  it  was  com- 
pelled to  do  in  some  other  cases— disregard 
forms  and  regulations."  Mr.  Wilson  said,  that, 
in  lieu  of  the  regulations,  the  colonels  who  were 
mostly  army  officers,  had  been  directed  to  ex- 
amine the  cases  of  line  officers  when  they  report 
for  duty,  and  if  they  were  disqualified,  to  report 
them  to  the  department,  and  their  commissions 
would  be  withheld.  Mr.  Latham,  of  California, 
thought  a  degree  of  partiality  was  shown  in  the 
appointments  that  was  creating  discontent  in 
army.  Mr.  Wilson  was  aware  that  some  dissatis- 
faction had  been  created  by  departing  from  the 
rule  of  seniority  in  the  appointments.  The  de- 
sire had  been  to  take  officers  who  were  fitted  for 
responsible  positions  to  make  the  army  most  ef- 
fective. 44  This  army  of  ours,"  he  said,  44  is  para- 
lyzed toward  the  head.  Your  ablest  officers  are 
young  captains  and  lieutenants ;  and  if  I  wished 
to-day  to  organize  a  heavy  military  force,  such 
as  we  are  calling  into  the  field,  I  would  abolish 
the  army  as  the  first  act,  and  I  then  would  take 
officers  from  the  army,  and  place  them  where 
their  talents  fit  them  to  go,  without  reference  to 
the  rank  they  occupied  in  the  old  regiments. 
There  are  men  who  are  field-officers,  that  ought 
to  be  second  lieutenants ;  and  there  are  second 
lieutenants  who  would  make  generals.  That  is 
the  condition  of  our  army  to-day ;  and  the  nearer 
you  come  toward  the  head,  until  you  reach  per- 
haps the  distinguished  commander  of  the  army, 
the  less  ability  you  have."  Mr.  Nesmith' s  amend- 
ment was  rejected. 

Mr.  Nesmith  moved  to  strike  out  44  three 
years,"  and  insert  44  five  years,"  for  enlistments 
m  1861  and  1862.  He  moved  the  amendment, 
he  said,  to  secure  uniformity  in  enlistments.  He 
thought,  if  there  had  been  a  loyal  army,  these 
difficulties  would  never  have  occurred.  44  No 
man  here,"  he  declared,  44  will  live  to  s^e  a 
smaller  standing  army  than  the  army  we  have 
to-day,  with  tfie  increase  for  which  this  bill  pro- 
vides." Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  44  hoped  the  Senator 
from  Oregon  would  not  persist  in  his  amendment 
Men  prefer  a  three  years'  to  a  five  years*  service. 
The  argument  in  favor  of  the  three  years'  enlist- 
ment is  this,  that  by  it  you  can  fill  up  the  regi- 


ments in  time  for  service  in  the  present  war ; 
without  it,  you  cannot ;  if  it  is  insisted  upon, 
the  army  cannot  be  enlisted."  The  amendment 
was  rejected. 

Mr.  Grimes,  of  Iowa,  proposed  to  amend  the 
bill  by  adding:  44 In  selecting  and  appointing 
officers  from  the  army  into  regiments  hereby 
created,  the  relative  rank  by  them  held  in  the 
army  shall  be  preserved."  Mr.  Fessenden,  of 
Maine,  thought  this  amendment  would  not  effect 
the  object  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  said,  44  Confu- 
sion would  ensue  in  the  new  regiments  by  the 
adoption  of  the  amendment,"  and  it  was  with- 
drawn, Mr.  Doolittle  thought  some  provision 
ought  to  be  inserted  in  the  bill  to  secure  officers 
going  into  the  new  regiments,  their  rights  as  of- 
ficers of  the  army.  Mr.  Wilson  said,  there  could 
be  no  such  provision,  for,  when  officers  leave  the 
j  old  regiments  and  go  into  the  new,  their  places 
are  immediately  supplied  by  new  nominations. 
He  agreed  with  Mr.  Nesmith  that  we  should 
never  live  to  see  the  army  brought  back  where  it 
then  was.  He  was  willing  to  trust  the  Congress 
that  would  be  there  at  the  end  of  the  contest 
The  bill  with  the  amendments  was  then  reported 
to  the  Senate.  Mr.  Fessenden  moved  to  amend 
Mr.  King's  amendment  providing  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  army  six  months  after  the  rebellion 
j  should  cease,  by  inserting,  44  one  year,"  instead 
I  of  44  six  months."  Mr.  King  expressed  his  will- 
'  ingness  to  accept  the  amendment  Mr.  McDou- 
!  gall,  of  California,  was  opposed  to  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Mr.  King.  He  believed  it 
would  be  economy  to  increase  permanently  the 
army.  He  believed  it  desirable  for  the  morals 
of  the  force  to  be  added.  We  should  have  better 
officers ;  men  who  propose  to  devote  themselves 
for  their  lives  to  the  profession  of  arms.  Mr. 
Foster,  of  Connecticut,  was  opposed  to  Mr. 
King's  amendment  44  It  is  assuming  what  we 
have  not  the  foresight  to  determine.  Let  to- 
morrow take  care  of  itself.  Let  us  be  wise  to- 
day, and  not  attempt  to  be  wise  for  to-morrow ; 
for  to-morrow  may  bring  exigencies,  and  must 
bring  exigencies,  about  which  we  know  nothing 
to-day."  Mr.  Rice  believed,  44  as  a  measure  of 
economy,  the  army  should  be  increased." 

On  the  fifteenth,  the  Senate  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Fessenden' s  amend- 
ment to  Mr.  King's  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
The  question  recurring  on  Mr.  King's  amend- 
|  ment  as  amended,  Mr.  Wilson  said,  he  was  op- 
!  posed  to  the  amendment,  but  upon  its  being 
j  pressed  by  Mr.  King,  wishing  to  obtain  a  united 
i  vote,  he  had  said  he  would  not  resist  it;  but 
upon  further  reflection  he  must  change  the  as- 
surance then  given,  and  oppose  it   44  Congress," 
j  he  declared,  44  would  be  as  wise  one  year  after 
j  we  have  put  down  the  rebellion  as  they  were  to- 
;  day."    Mr.  Harris,  of  New-York,  said  the  mea- 
!  sure  of  increasing  the  army  had  been  entered 
upon  as  an  administration  measure.    The  adop- 
tion of  the  amendment  would  be  44  virtually, 
practically,  indirectly  to  defeat  this  measure  of 
the  administration,  for,  I  maintain,  that,  if  this 
amendment  be  adopted,  we  convert  these  regi* 
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ments  into  volunteer  forces."  Mr.  Hale,  of  New- 
Hampshire,  had  always  been  44  opposed  to  an  in- 
crease of  the  army  and  in  favor  of  the  diminu- 
tion of  it,"  but  he  thought,  44  it  would  be  most 
unwise  to  engraft  such  an  amendment  as  this  on 
the  bill  at  this  time."    Mr.  Grimes  did  not  be- 
lieve we  required  a  large  standing  army.   44 1  be- 
lieve," he  said,  44  with  my  ancestors,  that  stand- 
ing armies  are  hostile  in  their  tendency  and  ef- 
fect on  republican  governments  ;  that  they  are 
provocative  of  wars ;  and  I  am  not  willing  to 
say  to  the  people  of  my  section  of  the  country 
that  they  are  hereafter  to  support  a  larger  stand- 
ing army  than  that  which  is  now  authorized  by 
law.    It  is  not  for  us  to  dampen  the  ardor  of  the 
people  at  home  whom  we  represent,  by  telling 
them  that  hereafter,  if  they  support  this  war, 
and  support  the  administration,  they  are  to  have 
fastened  upon  them  a  large  standing  army  of 
forty-three  thousand  men."     Mr.  Wilson  said : 
44  The  country  understands  its  own  interests,  and 
when  this  contest  is  closed,  the  public  burdens 
will  be  such,  the  taxation  will  be  such,  that  the 
people  will  seek  all  proper  ways  to  reduce  their 
expenditures ;  and  if  there  is  a  man  in  the  army 
more  than  they  want,  they  will  strike  that  man's 
name  from  the  rolls.    Believing  that  the  people 
then  will  know  what  they  want,  what  their  own 
interests  require,  and  that  they  will  be  just  as 
competent  to  decide  this  question  as  we  are  to- 
•  day,  I  choose  to  leave  the  question  with  them." 
Mr.  Howe,  of  Wisconsin,  moved  to  amend  Mr. 
King's  amendment,  by  striking  out  the  words, 
4*  shall  be  reduced  to  the  number,  grade,  rank, 
and  pay  authorized  by  law  on  the  first  of  May, 
1861,"  and  insert, 44  may  be  reduced  in  such  man- 
ner as  Congress  may  direct"  Mr.  Howe  believed 
the  country  required  an  addition  to  the  standing 
army  to  protect  the  additional  miles  of  frontier, 
the  new  routes  of  communication,  and  the  rela- 
tions with  the  Indian  tribes  within  the  borders. 
Mr.  Howe's  amendment  to  Mr.  King's  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to.    The  question  recurring  on 
Mr.  King's  amendment  as  amended,  it  was  re- 
jected.    Mr.  King  remarked  that  his  second 
amendment  was  only  a  part  of  the  first,  and 
with  the  failure  of  the  first,  it,  of  course,  falls, 
and  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Tennessee,  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  of  increasing  the 
standing  army.  Mr.  Grimes  moved  a  recon- 
sideration of  the  vote  rejecting  Mr.  King's  amend- 
ments, as  he  wanted  to  record  his  name  against 
the  permanent  increase  of  the  standing  army. 
Mr.  King  hoped  they  would  be  unanimously  re- 
considered, and  they  were  so  reconsidered.  The 
question  recurring  on  the  amendments  as  amend- 
ed, Mr.  Grimes  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  they  were  ordered.  The  question,  being 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  resulted-*-yeas,  twenty- 
three  ;  nays,  eighteen.  Mr.  King  suggested  that 
the  second  amendment  ought  not  to  be  adopted, 
and  it  was  rejected.  The  bill  as  amended  was 
then  passed  without  a  division. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  fif- 
teenth »f  July,  Mr.  Blair  reported  from  the  Mili- 


tary Committee  a  bill  to  increase  the  efficiency 
of  the  volunteer  forces  of  the  United  States. 
On  the  sixteenth,  the  House,  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  proceeded  to  its  consideration.  This 
bill  was  in  substance  the  Senate  bill  to  increase 
the  military  establishment,  introduced  on  the 
sixth  of  July,  by  Mr.  Wilson,  and  which  passed 
the  Senate  on  the  fifteenth.    It  converted  the 
eleven  regiments  into  a  volunteer  force.    It  pro- 
vided that  the  enlistments  for  these  regiments 
should  be  under  the  charge  of  the  officers  ap- 
pointed from  civil  life,  and  that  the  officers  ap- 
pointed from  the  army  should  be  detailed  for 
service  in  the  volunteer  regiments  in  the  field. 
Mr.  Blair  stated  that  the  Military  Committee  of 
the  House  unanimously  dissented  from  the  re; 
commendation  of  the  Secretary  of  War;  they 
did  not  consider  that  there  was  any  occasion  to 
increase  the  military  establishment ;  but  as  some- 
thing had  been  done  to  organize  the  new  regi- 
ments, the  Committee  had  stripped  the  organiza- 
tion of  that  feature  which  alone  made  it  repug- 
nant to  a  free  people — that  of  establishing;  a 
large  standing  army.  Mr.  Burnett,  of  Kentucky, 
declared   that  44  the  President  has  exercised 
powers  that  would  have  deprived  any  despot  in 
Europe  of  his  crown,  if  he  had  dared  to  do  it" 
As  one  of  the  representatives  of  Kentucky,  he 
protested  against  that  State  being  called  upon  to 
furnish  one  man  or  one  dollar  of  money  to  carry 
on  the  war.    Mr.  Holman,  of  Indiana,  declared 
that  Mr.  Burnett,  and  especially  Mr.  Vallandig- 
ham,  misapprehended  the  spirit  of  the  country. 
44  There  never  was  a  day  or  hour  when  the  peo- 
ple intended  to  submit  to  tho  overthrow  of  the 
Union.    Their  moderation  and  forbearance  be- 
came the  great  occasion  ;  and  in  it  I  see  the  evi- 
dence of  an  unwavering  purpose,  the  anchor  of 
enduring  hope.    If  in  this  emergency  the  ad- 
ministration had  hesitated,  the  storm  of  indigna- 
tion, irresistible  as  the  sand-storm  on  tho  Lybian 
desert,  would  have  swept  it  away.    If  question- 
able powers  have  been  assumed,  it  was  at  the 
demand  of  public  opinion.    The  overwhelming 
necessity,  the  safety  of  the  capital,  the  safety  of 
the  public  honor,  the  safety  of  the  Union,  and 
more  than  all,  the  safety  of  the  public  liberty, 
may  be  urged  at  least  in  extenuation.    For  it  is 
an  ancient  maxim,  older  than  the  Constitution, 
that  4  the  safety  of  the  people  is  the  supreme 
law.' "    Several  slight  amendments  were  agreed 
to  in  tho  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  concurred 
in  by  tho  House,  and  the  bill  was  then  passed 
without  a  decision.     On  the  eighteenth,  Mr. 
Blair,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  re- 
ported the  Senate  bill  to  increase  the  regular 
army,  with  an  amendment  as  a  substitute — the 
amendment  being  the  House  bill  converting  the 
regiments  from  regulars  into  volunteers.  The 
substitute  was  adopted. 

On  the  twenty-second,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  the  House  amendment 
Mr.  Wilson  declared  that  the  amendment  effect- 
ually destroyed  the  measure,  and  if  it  was  sus- 
tained by  the  Senate,  the  bill  had  better  be  at 
once  abandoned.  Mr.  King  supported  the  House 
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amendment  Mr.  McDougall  was  not  satisfied 
with  the  bill  as  it  passed  the  Senate,  deeming  it 
inadequate  to  the  wants  of  the  country,  but  he 
was  less  satisfied  with  the  amendment  of  the 
House.  The  Senate  refused  to  concur  in  the 
House  amendment 

The  House,  on  the  twenty-third,  insisted  on 
its  amendment,  asked  a  conference,  and  appoint- 
ed Mr  Blair,  of  Missouri,  Mr.  Olin,  of  New- York, 
and  Mr.  Mallory,  of  Kentucky,  managers. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-fourth,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  Senate  insisted  on  its  dis- 
agreement, agreed  to  the  conference  asked  for  by 
the  House,  and  appointed  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Rice, 
and  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  managers.  In  the 
House,  on  the  twenty-fifth,  Mr.  Blair  made  the 
following  report:  "The  Committee  of  Confer- 
ence on  the  bill  to  increase  the  present  military 
establishment,  have  agreed  to  recommend  to  their 
respective  Houses  as  follows : 

"That  the  House  of  Representatives  recede 
from  its  amendments  to  the  bill  of  the  Senate, 
except  section  eight,  and  agree  thereto  with  the 
following  amendments: 

u  Strike  out  as  follows,  4  in  such  manner  and  to 
such  extent  as  Congress  may  direct ;'  and  insert, 
4  to  a  number  not  exceeding  twenty-five  thou- 
sand men,  unless  otherwise  ordered  by  Con- 
gress.' 

"And  also  *  Provided,  That  all  the  officers  of 
the  regular  army  who  have  been  or  may  be  at- 
tached or  assigned  to  duty  for  service  in  any 
other  regiment  or  corps,  shall  resume  theii;  posi- 
tions in  the  regular  army,  and  shall  be  entitled 
to  the  same  rank,  promotion,  and  emoluments,  as 
if  they  had  continued  to  serve  in  their  own  regi- 
ments or  corps.' 

"  That  the  Senate  recede  from  its  disagreement 
to  the  eighth  section  of  the  amendment  of  the 
House,  and  agree  thereto." 

Mr.  Blair  said  the  Conference  Committee  on 
the  part  of  the  House  felt  constrained  under  pre- 
sent circumstances  to  recede  from  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House,  and  to  allow  the  Senate  bill 
to  pass,  with  an  amendment,  however,  providing 
that  the  military  establishment  should  be  re- 
duced at  the  end  of  the  war  to  a  number  not  ex- 
ceeding twenty-five  thousand  men  ;  that  all  the 
officers  of  the  regular  army  who  had  been  or 
might  be  attached  or  assigned  to  duty  for  serv- 
ice in  any  other  regiment  or  corps,  should  resume 
their  positions  in  the  regular  army,  and  should 
be  entitled  to  the  same  rank,  promotion,  and 
emoluments,  as  if  they  had  continued  to  serve 
in  their  own  regiments  or  corps ;  and  that  the  re- 
cruiting of  these  eleven  new  regiments  should 
be  placed  in  charge  of  officers  appointed  for  the 
new  regiments  from  civil  life;  and  that,  in  the 
mean  time,  the  officers  of  the  regular  army 
should  not  be  employed  in  recruiting,  but  should 
be  employed  actively  in  the  field.  Mr.  Vallan- 
dighara  inquired  if  he  was  to  understand  that 
the  report  of  the  Conference  Committee  proposes 
to  agree  to  the  Senate  bill  increasing  the  stand- 
ing army,  as  against  the  proposition  to  increase 
the  volunteer  force  which  was  adopted  by  the 


House.  Mr.  Blair  replied,  that  the  managers  on 
the  part  of  the  House  were  exceedingly  reluctant 
to  yield  their  amendment,  and  nothing  but  what 
they  deemed  a  pressing  emergency  would  have 
induced  them  to  yield  their  objections  to  tho 
Senate  bill.  The  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Conference  was  agreed  to  —  ayes,  eighty-one, 
noes,  twenty- two.  In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty- 
sixth,  Mr.  Wilson  made  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Conference  which  was  concurred  in 
without  a  division,  and  the  bill  was  approved  by 
the  President  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  July,  1861. 

No.  III. — The  Bill  providing  for  the  letter  Or- 
ganization of  the  Military  Establishment* 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  sixth  of  July,  Mr.  Wil- 
son, of  Massachusetts,  agreeably  to  notice  given 
on  the  first  day  of  the  session,  introduced  a  bill 
for  the  better  organization  of  the  military  estab- 
lishment The  bill  contained  eighteen  sections, 
and  provided : 

For  the  appointment  of  an  assistant  secretary 
of  war ; 

For  an  increase  of  the  adjutant-general's  de- 
partment, and  the  promotion  of  the  Adjutant- 
General  to  the  rank  of  a  brigadier-general. 

For  an  increase  of  the  quartermaster-general's 
department ; 
For  an  increase  of  the  ordnance  department ; 
For  an  increase  of  the  corps  of  engineers,  and 
the  promotion  of  the  chief  to  the  rank  of  a 
brigadier-general ; 

For  an  increase  of  the  medical  department  of 
the  army ; 

For  the  addition  to  the  medical  staff  of  a  corps 
of  medical  cadets ; 

For  the  employment  of  female  nurses  in  the 
permanent  hospitals ; 

For  the  appointment  of  one  chaplain  to  each 
regiment ; 

For  increasing  the  number  of  cadets  at  the 
Military  Academy,  and  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent to  fill  the  vacancies  created  by  the  rebel- 
lion ; 

For  the  repeal  of  the  act  allowing  three  months' 
extra  pay  for  reenlistments,  and  the  premium 
for  accepted  recruits ; 

For  the  repeal  of  the  act  requiring  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  discharge  minors ; 

For  the  change  of  the  army  ration  whenever 
circumstances  might  render  it  advisable  by  sub- 
stituting fresh  meats,  potatoes,  or  fresh  or  des- 
sicated  vegetables ; 

For  allowing  in  the  hospitals,  such  quantities 
of  fresh  or  preserved  fruits,  milk,  butter,  and 
eggs  as  might  be  necessary  for  the  proper  diet 
otthe  sick ; 

On  the  tenth,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  the  bill  had  been 
referred,  reported  it  back  with  amendments. 
The  Senate,  on  the  twelfth,  proceeded  to  its  con- 
sideration, and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Grimes,  struck 
out  the  provision  giving  the  Adjutant-General 
the  rank  of  a  brigadier-general.  The  Commit- 
tee'on  Military  Affairs  reported  an  amendment 
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providing  that  the  Superintendent  of  the  United 
States  Military  Academy  —  whom  the  law  re- 
quired to  be  selected  from  the  corps  of  engi- 
neers— should  be  an  officer  of  the  army,  a  grad- 
uate of  the  Academy,  and  distinguished  for  his 
scientific  attainments.  Mr.  Hale  of  New-Hamp- 
shire moved  to  strike  out  the  words,  44  a  gradu- 
ate of  the  United  States  Military  Academy" — yeas, 
fourteen ;  nays,  twenty-seven.  Mr.  Grimes  moved 
to  strike  out  the  entire  amendment,  but  withdrew 
the  motion  to  allow  Mr.  Wilson  to  move  an  amend- 
ment providing  that  the  Superintendent  of  the 
Academy  should  be  an  officer  of  the  engineer, 
topographical  engineer,  ordnance  or  artillery 
2orps.  This  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  amendment  as  amended 
adopted. 

The  Military  Committee  reported  as  an  amend- 
ment, to  strike  out  the  seventeenth  section,  au- 
thorizing the  Commissary-General  to  vary  the 
subsistence  of  the  army  by  substituting  fresh 
meats  for  salt  meat,  and  potatoes,  fresh  or  des- 
sicated  vegetables  for  other  portions  of  the  ra- 
tion and  to  insert  in  lieu  of  it :  44  That  the  army 
ration  shall  be  increased  as  follows,  namely :  twen- 
ty-two ounces  of  bread  or  flour,  or  one  pound  of 
hard  bread,  instead  of  the  present  issue ;  fresh 
beef  shall  be  issued  as  often  as  the  commanding 
officer  of  any  detachment  or  regiment  shall  re- 
quire it,  when  practicable,  in  place  of  salt  meat ; 
beans  and  rice  shall  be  issued  in  the  same  ra- 
tion in  the  proportions  now  provided  by  the  re- 
gulation; and  one  pound  of  potatoes  per  man 
shall  be  issued  at  least  three  times  a  week,  if 
practicable;  and  when  these  articles  cannot  be 
issued  in  these  proportions,  an  equivalent  in 
value  shall  be  issued  in  some  other  proper  food, 
and  a  ration  of  tea  may  be  substituted  for  a  ra- 
tion of  cotfee,  upon  the  requisition  of  the  proper 
officer."  The  amendment  was  agreed  to.  Mr. 
Wilson  moved  an  amendment  consisting  of  five 
sections,  repealing  the  law  allowing  double  ra- 
tions to  department  commanders ;  providing 
that  brevet  rank  should  not  increase  pay ;  that 
officers  entitled  to  forage  should  not  commute  it, 
but  should  draw  in  kind ;  that  officers,  when 
absent  from  duty  six  months,  should  not  re- 
ceive the  allowances  authorized  by  existing  law  ; 
that  sutlers  might  be  appointed  not  exceeding 
one  to  each  military  post  This  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grimes,  the  section  author- 
izing the  increase  in  the  Ordnance  Department  was 
stricken  out  Mr.  Harris,  of  New- York,  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  adding :  44  That  any  cadet  who 
shall  hereafter  be  reported  deficient,  either  in  con- 
duct or  studies,  shall  be  discharged  from  the  Acad- 
emy, and  shall  not  be  returned  or  reappointed  ex- 
cept upon  the  recommendation  of  the  academic 
board  of  the  Academy."  Mr.  Hale  moved  to 
amend  so  that  such  cadet  could  not  be  appointed 
to  a  place  in  the  army.  Mr.  Fessenden  suggested  a 
modification  of  the  amendment  so  that  it  would 
read,  44 or  appointed  to  anyplace  in  the  army 
before  his  class  shall  have  left  the  Academy  and 
received  their  commissions,"  and  Mr.  Hale  ac- 


cepted the  modification,  and  the  amendment  to 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Harris  was  agreed  to; 
Mr.  Harris's  amendment  was  then  adopted.  Mr. 
Wade,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  strike  out  the  entire  sec- 
tion relating  to  the  Academy.  He  declared  he 
was  44  not  in  favor  of  increasing  the  number  of 
cadets.  I  do  not  think  the  experience  of  the 
country  has  been  such  as  should  lead  us  to  be 
in  any  great  hurry  to  increase  the  number  of 
cadets  or  to  add  to  the  patronage  of  the  Military 
Academy.  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  there 
is  something  wrong  about  this  whole  institution. 
I  do  not  believe  that  in  the  history  of  the  world 
you  can  find  as  many  men  who  have  proved 
themselves  utterly  faithless  to  their  oaths,  un- 
grateful to  the  Government  that  has  supported 
them,  guilty  of  treason  and  a  deliberate  inten- 
tion to  overthrow  that  Government  which  has 
educated  them  and  given  them  its  support,  as 
have  emanated  from  this  institution."  On  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  eleventh  section  relating 
to  the  West-Point  Academy,  was  stricken  out 
with  the  view  of  perfecting  the  matter  in  a  new 
bill. 

On  the  seventeenth,  the  Senate  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  bill.  Mr.  Wilson  moved  to 
amend  by  striking  out  all  after  the  enacting 
clause,  and  inserting  a  new  bill  of  twenty  sec- 
tions. In  explanation  of  its  provisions,  Mr. 
Wilson  said :  44 1  have  labored  night  and  day, 
for  many  days  and  nights,  to  fit  and  prepare 
this  bill  to  meet  the  actual  wants  of  the  country: 
and  in  doing  so,  I  confess  that  in  every  step  oi 
it,  I  have  had  to  meet  the  interests,  the  jealous- 
ies, or  the  prejudices  of  men  connected  with  the 
army  of  the  United  States.  But  in  framing 
this  bill,  I  have  endeavored  to  be  governed 
wholly  by  the  public  interest,  and  not  by  the 
wants  or  wishes  of  any  particular  men  in  the 
army  or  in  the  departments  : 

The  first  section  provides  for  an  Assistant-Se- 
cretary of  War,  with  a  compensation  of  three 
thousand  dollars  per  year ; 

The  second  section  makes  an  addition  to  the 
quartermaster's  department ; 

The  third  section  provides  that  there  shall  be 
added  to  each  of  the  corps  of  engineers  and  to- 
pographical engineers  and  the  ordnance  depart- 
ment, three  first,  and  three  second  lieutenants ; 

The  fifth  section  provides  for  raising  three 
companies,  to  be  composed  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  men  each,  to  bo  sappers,  miners,  and  pon- 
toneers ; 

The  sixth  section  authorizes  an  addition  to 
the  medical  department  of  the  army,  of  ten 
surgeons,  and  twenty  assistant  surgeons ; 

The  seventh  section  proposes  to  add  to  the 
medical  corps,  fifty  young  men  —  medical  stu- 
dents— to  be  called  dressers ; 

The  eighth  section  provides  that,  in  permanent 
hospitals,  female  nurses  may  be  substituted  for 
soldiers,  under  the  guide  and  direction  of  the 
surgeons  of  those  hospitals  ; 

The  ninth  section  provides  that  one  chaplain 
shall  be  allowed  to  each  regiment,  to  be  selected 
and  appointed  by  the  President;  but  he  must 
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be  an  ordained  minister  of  some  Christian  de- 
nomination ;  leaving  the  pay  precisely  as  it  is 
now; 

The  tenth  section  authorizes  the  President  to 
fill  the  vacancies  in  the  Military  Academy  on 
the  recommendation  of  Senators ; 

The  eleventh  section  abolishes  three  months' 
pay  for  rcenlistments ; 

The  twelfth  section  provides  that  two  dollars 
a  month  shall  be  retained,  instead  of  one  dol- 
lar, from  the  soldier's  pay ;  the  object  to  make 
every  soldier  feel  that  he  has  got  so  much  re- 
served interest ; 

The  thirteenth  section  repeals  the  fifth  sec- 
tion of  the  act  approved  September  twenty-eighth, 
1850,  which  requires  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
discharge  from  the  service  all  minors ; 

The  next  section  provides  that  in  all  cases  of 
enlistment  or  rcenlistment,  the  oath  of  allegi- 
ance may  be  administered  by  a  commissioned 
officer  of  the  army ; 

The  fifteenth  section  provides  that  the  regi- 
ments of  dragoons,  mounted  riflemen,  and  caval- 
ry, shall  all  be  consolidated  and  be  one  arm ; 

The  sixteenth  section  provides  for  the  altera- 
tion of  the  army  ration,  increasing  it  to  a  small 
extent — increasing  the  bread  and  not  the  meat ; 

The  seventeenth  section  provides  that  there 
may  be  allowed  in  the  hospitals  fruits,  milk,  but- 
ter and  eges ; 

The  eighteenth  section  provides  that  there 
shall  be  appointed,  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  on 
the  recommendation  of  the  council  of  administra- 
tion, and  approval  of  the  commanding  officer,  as 
many  sutlers  as  the  exigency  may  require. 

The  remaining  sections  are  taken  from  the 
bill  to  create  a  retired  list 

This  bill  now  presented  as  a  substitute  has 
been  examined  most  carefully  in  the  Adjutant- 
General's  office,  in  the  Secretary  of  War's  office, 
and  finally  was  examined  and  revised  by  General 
Scott  It  received  the  unanimous  sanction  of 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  Mr.  Grimes 
moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  adding  five 
new  sections  providing  for  a  retired  list  of  the 
navy.  Mr.  Hale,  Chairman  of  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee, declared  his  opposition  to  both  proposi- 
tions. Mr.  Grimes  thought  there  were  at  least 
twenty  naval  officers  that  ought  io  be  retired ; 
4i  It  would  be  for  the  interest  of  the  Government 
to  get  rid  of  these  men,  who  are  effete,  unable 
to  perform  the  duties  of  their  positions,  and  take 
young,  active,  and  patriotic  men  and  place  them 
m  their  stead."  Mr.  Grimes's  amendment  to  Mr. 
Wilson's  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hale  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
striking  out  all  relating  to  retiring  boards  for 
the  army  and  navy,  and  adding  three  sections  re- 
lating to  double  rations,  brevet  commissions,  and  ] 
commutation  of  forage,  adopted  bv  the  Senate  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  and  not  mcludcd  in  his 
pending  amendment    Mr.  Nesmith  opposed  the 
section  relating  to  the  commutation  of  forage,  j 
and  Mr.  Hale  withdrew  it    Mr.  Wilson  demand- 1 
ed  the  yeas  and  nays  on  Mr.  Hale's  motion  to , 
strike  out  of  his  amendment  the  sections  relat- 1 


ing  to  retired  lists  in  the  army  and  navy,  and  to 
insert  the  new  sections  concerning  brevet  rank, 
and  double  rations  for  department  commanders. 
Mr.  Hale's  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Baker 
of  Oregon,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Foster  of  Con- 
necticut, Mr.  Ten  Eyck  of  New-Jersey,  and  Mr. 
Fessenden  of  Maine.  The  question  being  taken 
by  yeas  and  nays,  resulted — yeas,  eleven ;  nays, 
twenty-seven. 

Mr.  Rice,  of  Minnesota,  moved  to  amend  the 
twentieth  section  at  the  end  of  the  nineteenth 
line  by  adding — that  should  the  Lieu  tenant-Gen- 
eral be  retired  under  this  act,  it  should  be  with- 
out reduction  in  his  current  pay,  subsistence,  or 
allowances — yeas,  twenty-nine ;  nays,  eleven  ;  so 
the  amendment  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Hale  moved  to 
amend  the  bill,  so  as  to  give  to  retired  officers 
"half-pay,"  instead  of  "pay."  Mr.  Collamer,  of 
Vermont,  suggested  that "  the  amendment  should 
be  that  they  should  retire  upon  half  the  pay  to 
which  they  were  entitled  at  the  time  of  their 
being  retired,  provided  that  the  same  should 
never  be  less,  by  the  year,  than  a  certain  named 
sum,  say  five  hundred  dollars  a  year,  so  as  to 
give  a  man  a  support"  Mr.  Sherman  moved 
to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to  give  the  retired  of- 
ficer the  pay  proper  of  his  rank,  and  no  other 
allowances.  Mr.  Hale  withdrew  his  amendment, 
and  Mr.  Sherman's  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Sherman,  sections  two,  three, 
and  six  of  the  bill  increasing  the  adjutant-gen- 
eral's, the  commissary,  the  quartermaster,  and 
the  "medical  departments  were  stricken  out,  and 
the  following  added  as  a  new  section  :  "That 
the  President  be  authorized  to  appoint,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  eight 
assistant  adjutant-generals,  six  commissaries  of 
subsistence,  four  quartermasters,  and  twenty  as- 
sistant quartermasters,  ten  surgeons  and  twenty 
assistant  surgeons,  to  have  the  pay,  rank,  and  al- 
lowances, and  perform  the  duties  of  similar  offi- 
cers in  the  present  military  establishment,  and 
to  hold  their  offices  three  years  unless  sooner 
discharged." 

Mr.  Hale  moved  as  an  additional  section: 
"  That  so  much  of  the  sixth  section  of  the  act 
of  August  twenty -third,  1842,  as  allows  addi- 
tional or  double  rations  to  generals  or  other  of- 
ficers commanding  geographical  departments  or 
divisions,  or  to  the  commandant  of  each  perma- 
nent or  fixed  post  garrisoned  with  troops,  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  repeated."  Mr.  Wilson 
suggested  that  the  amendment  be  so  modified 
as  to  apply  only  to  officers  commanding  in  fixed 
fortifications  and  garrisons.  Mr.  Hale  accepted 
the  modification,  and  his  amendment  as  modified 
was  agreed  to.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Hale,  the  Sen-' 
ate,  by  a  vote  of  twenty-one  to  eighteen,  amend- 
]  ed  the  bill  bv  adding :  "  That  officers  having  bre- 
vet commissions  shall  not  be  entitled  to  any  in- 
crease of  pay  or  emoluments,  because  of  the  ex- 
ercise of  command  according  to  their  brevet 
|  rank."  Mr.  Baker,  of  Oregon,  wishing  to  make 
I  sure  that  this  provision  did  not  apply  to  Gen- 
eral Scott,  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding, 
1  "  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  in  any 
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erect  reduce  the  pay  or  emoluments  of  the  Lieu- 
tenant-General  of  the  army" — yeas,  thirty ;  nays, 
six.  Mr.  Grimes  moved  to  amend  the  substitute 
by  adding,  "That  any  commissioned  officer  of 
the  army  or  navy,  who,  having  tendered  his 
resignation,  shall,  prior  to  due  notice  of  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  same  by  the  proper  authority,  and 
without  leave,  quit  his  post  or  proper  duties, 
with  the  intent  to  remain  permanently  absent 
therefrom,  shall  be  regarded  as  a  deserter  and 
punished  as  such ;"  and  the  amendment  was 
adopted.  Mr.  Foster  moved  to  strike  out  of  Mr. 
Wilson's  substitute,  "  The  superintendent  of  the 
Military  Academy  shall  be  an  officer  of  the  en- 
gineers, topographical  engineers,  ordnance,  or 
artillery  corps,  a  graduate  of  the  United  States 
Military  Academy,  and  distinguished  for  his 
scientific  attainments.  He  shall  have  the  local 
rank,  pay,  and  allowances  of  a  colonel  of  engi- 
neers, and  be  appointed  by  the  President,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate ; 
and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to.  On  motion 
of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  bill  was  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

On  the  eighteenth,  Mr.  Wilson  from  the  Mili- 
tary Committee,  to  whom  the  bill  had  been  re- 
committed, reported  it  back  with  amendments. 
Mr.  Wilson  said,  in  explanation  of  the  action  of 
the  Committee,  that  44  The  tenth  section  of  the 
bill,  in  regard  to  the  vacancies  in  the  Military 
Academy,  the  committee  have  changed  so  that 
they  shall  be  filled  by  the  President,  *  upon  the 
nomination,  by  members  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, of  two  from  each  State  now  repre- 
sented in  the  House.'  This  will  change  the  ap- 
pointment from  the  Senate  to  the  delegation  of 
each  State  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
will  give  to  each  State  two  cadetships  to  be  filled 
up  in  that  way. 

44  An  amendment  was  moved  and  adopted  by  the 
Senate  yesterday,  to  the  twentieth  section  of  the 
bill  in  regard  to  the  retired  list  of  the  army,  to 
pay  the  retired  officers  their  pay  proper,  and 
nothing  more.  The  Senator  from  Iowa  suggest- 
ed that  there  would  be  an  inequality  in  the  pay 
of  the  officer  retired,  and  that  was  the  chief  rea- 
son for  recommitting  the  proposition.  The  com- 
mittee have  arranged  it  in  this  way :  that  if  any 
commissioned  officer  shall  become  incapable  of 
performing  the  duties  of  his  office,  he  shall  be 
placed  on  the  retired  list,  and  withdrawn  from 
active  service  and  command  and  from  the  line  of 
promotion,  with  the  following  pay,  namely,  ma- 
jor-generals, two  thousand  six  hundred  and  forty 
dollars;  brigadier-generals,  one  thousand  four 
hundred  and%eighty-eight  dollars ;  colonels,  one 
thousand  one  hundred  and  forty  dollars ;  lieuten- 
ant-colonels, nine  hundred  and  sixty  dollars; 
majors,  eight  hundred  and  forty  dollars;  cap- 
tains, seven  hundred  and  twenty  dollars;  first 
lieutenants,  five  hundred  and  forty  dollars  ;  sec- 
ond lieutenants,  five  hundred  and  forty  dollars ; 
without  any  other  pay  or  allowances.  That  is 
the  pay  proper  now  received  by  the  officers  of  the 
infantry  and  artillery.  It  is  the  full  pay  proper 
of  these  officers,  without  any  emoluments,  and 


according  to  the  proposition  made  by. the  Senator 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Sherman]  yesterday,  which  was 
sustained  by  the  Senate.  This  places  officers  of 
engineers,  artillery,  and  infantry  on  the  same 
footing,  and  does  away  with  the  objection,  made 
by  the  Senator  from  Iowa,  of  inequality. 

u  The  Committee  propose  to  change  the  twenty- 
eighth  section,  in  regard  to  the  retired  officers  of 
the  navy,  by  striking  out  the  words  4leave-of- 
absence  pay  he  was  entitled  to  at  the  time  of 
such  retirement,'  and  inserting  the  words  4  pay 
allowed  by  this  act' 

"In  the  twenty-ninth  section,  the  Committee 
propose  to  insert,  after  the  word  4  promotion,'  in 
line  six,  these  words  : 

41 4  With  the  following  pay,  namely,  captains  in 
the  navy,  one  thousand  three  hundred  dollars ; 
commanders  in  the  navy,  one  thousand  one  hun- 
dred dollars ;  lieutenants  in  the  navy,  one  thou- 
sand dollars;  surgeons,  ranking  with  captains, 
one  thousand  three  hundred  dollars ;  with  com- 
manders, one  thousand  one  hundred  dollars ;  with 
lieutenants,  one  thousand  dollars;  paymasters, 
ranking  with  captains,  one  thousand  three  hun- 
dred dollars ;  with  commanders,  one  thousand  one 
hundred  dollars ;  with  lieutenants,  one  thousand 
dollars ;  chief  engineers,  one  thousand  dollars ; 
first  assistant  engineers,  seven  hundred  dollars ; 
second  assistant  engineers,  five  hundred  dollars ; 
and  third  assistant  engineers,  four  hundred  dol- 
lars ;  masters,  four  hundred  dollars ;  passed  mid- 
shipmen, three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars ;  with- 
out any  other  pay  or  allowance.  Captains,  com- 
manders, and  lieutenants  now  on  the  retired  list 
of  the  navy,  shall  receive  the  same  compensation, 
and  no  greater,  than  is  allowed  to  the  officers  of 
the  same  rank  by  the  provisions  of  this  act' 

14  The  officers  that  have  been  retired  heretofore 
receive  a  larger  pay  than  we  propose  to  give  of- 
ficers retired  by  this  act ;  this  proposition  places 
all  the  officers  who  are  or  may  be  retired,  on  the 
same  footing.  Other  slight  changes  have  been 
made  in  the  bill,  but  they  are  merely  verbal." 

The  Secretary  of  the  Senate  then*  read  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Military  Commit- 
tee, as  the  first  seven  sections  of  the  bill,  and 
they  were  severally  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  insert  as  section 
eight,  44  That  existing  vacancies  at  the  Military 
Academy,  from  congressional  districts  where 
there  have  been  failures  to  make  nominations 
according  to  the  provisions  of  existing  laws,  shall 
be  supplied  by  the  President  upon  the  nomina- 
tion by  members  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives from  such  States  as  are  represented  in  Con- 
gress :  Provided,  That  but  two  cadets  shall  be 
appointed  from  any  one  State ;  and  that  such 
cadets  shall  be  actual  residents  of  the  State 
from  which  they  are  nominated,  and  shall  have 
the  qualifications  for  admission  to  the  Military 
Academy  as  are  now  required  for  appointments 
Irom  congressional  districts  and  at  large.  And 
no  cadet,  who  shall  hereafter  be  reported  as  de- 
ficient, either  in  conduct  or  studies,  and  recom- 
mended to  be  discharged  from  the  Academy, 
shall  be  returned  or  reappointed!  or  ap^o\ataA\A 
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any  place  in  the  army  before  his  class  shall 
have  left  the  Academy  and  received  their  com- 
missions, unless  upon  the  recommendation  of  the 
academic  board  of  the  Academy."  Mr.  Fessen- 
den  moved  to  strike  out  the  words,  44  by  mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  Representatives,"  and  in- 
sert, 44  by  the  Governors  of  the  respective  States" 
— rejected,  yeas,  sixteen ;  nays,  twenty-two.  The 
question  recurring  on  the  amendment  of  the  Com- 
mittee, it  was  rejected.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Wade, 
so  much  of  the  section  as  refers  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  cadets  to  the  Military  Academy,  was 
stricken  out  Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  insert  in  lieu 
of  the  words  stricken  out  by  Mr.  Wade,  44  That 
the  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorized  to  fill  any  existing  vacancies 
at  the  United  States  Military  Academy,  from 
congressional  districts  for  which  no  nominations 
are  made  by  Representatives  in  Congress,  by  ap- 
pointments from  those  districts  or  from  the  re- 
spective States  at  large" — yeas,  seventeen ;  nays, 
twenty-three ;  so  the  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment was  rejected.  Mr.  Carlisle,  of  Virginia, 
moved  to  insert  in  the  blank  made  by  Mr.  Wade's 
amendment,  44  That  existing  vacancies  at  the  Mili- 
tary Academy,  from  congressional  districts  where 
there  have  been  failures  to  make  nominations,  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  existing  laws,  shall  be 
supplied  by  the  President,  upon  the  nomination 
of  Senators  from  such  States  as  arc  represented 
in  the  Senate ;"  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  Secretary  then  read  the  amendments  re- 
ported by  the  Military  Committee,  as  sections 
nine  to  twenty-nine  inclusive,  and  they  were 
severally  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  amend  the  second  sec- 
tion, by  providing  for  the  appointment  of  five 
assistant  inspectors-general,  with  the  rank  and 
pay  of  a  major  of  cavalry,  and  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Powell,  of  Kentucky,  moved 
as  an  additional  section,  44  That  no  part  of  the 
army  or  navy  of  the  United  States  shall  be  em- 
ployed or  used  in  subjecting  or  holding  as  a 
conquered  province  any  sovereign  State  now  or 
lately  one  of  the  United  States,  or  in  abolishing 
or  interfering  with  African  slavery  in  any  of  the 
States."  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  moved  to  amend 
the  amendment  by  adding  to  it,  44  Unless  a  mili- 
tary necessity  shall  exist  for  enforcing  the  laws 
or  maintaining  the  Constitution  of  the  Union." 
These  amendments  were  discussed  by  Messrs. 
Powell,  Browning,  Carlisle,  Fessenden,  Howe, 
Sumner,  Polk,  and  Saulsbury.  Mr.  Lane's 
amendment  to  Mr.  Powell's  amendment  was  re- 
jected, eleven  Senators  voting  for,  and  twenty- 
four  against  it.  Mr.  Sherman  moved  to  strike 
out  all  of  Mr.  Powell's  amendment,  and  insert, 
44  That  the  purposes  of  the  military  establishment 
provided  for  in  this  act  are  to  preserve  the  Union, 
to  defend  the  property,  and  to  maintain  the  con- 
stitutional authority  of  the  Government."  The 
amendment  was  agreed  to — yeas,  thirty -three ; 
nays,  four.  Mr.  Breckenridge  moved  to  add  to 
Mr.  Sherman's  amendment,  the  words,  44  but  the 
army  and  navy  shall  not  be  employed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  subjugating  any  State,  of  reducing  it  to 


the  condition  of  a  territory  or  province,  or  to  abol 
ish  slavery  therein."  The  amendment  was  re- 
jected— yeas,  nine ;  nays,  thirty.  The  question 
recurring  on  the  original  amendment  as  amended, 
it  was  rejected.  The  bill  was  then  passed  as 
amended. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  fif- 
teenth, Mr.  Blair„  from  the  Military  Committee, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  better  organization  of  the 
military  establishment,  and,  on  the  nineteenth, 
the  bill  was  taken  up,  amended,  and  passed. 
On  the  twenty-third,  Mr.  Blair  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  had  been  re- 
ferred the  Senate  bill  for  the  better  organization 
of  the  military  establishment,  reported  it  back 
with  an  amendment  as  a  substitute.  The  sub- 
stitute was  adopted,  and  the  bill  as  amended 
passed. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-fourth,  the  bill 
with  the  House  amendment  was  taken  up  for  con- 
sideration. Mr.  Hale  moved  that  the  bill  and 
amendment  be  referred  to  the  Military  Commit- 
tee, but  the  motion  was  not  agreed  to.  Mr. 
Wilson  hoped  the  Senate  would  disagree  to  the 
amendment,  and  send  the  bill  back  to  the  House 
at  once.  Mr.  Grimes  said  this  bill  as  it  went 
from  the  Senate,  44  was  more  thoroughly  dis- 
cussed and  better  understood  by  the  members  of 
this  body,  than  any  bill  that  has  been  passed  at 
this  session ;  and  he  should  vote  to  non-concur 
in  the  House  amendment  which  struck  out  some 
of  the  most  material  provisions  of  the  Senate 
bill."  The  amendment  was  non-concurred  in. 
The  House  insisted  on  its  amendment,  asked  a 
committee  of  conference,  and  appointed  Mr. 
Blair,  of  Missouri,  Mr.  Crittenden,  of  Kentucky, 
and  Mr.  Olin,  of  New- York,  conferees.  The 
Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  insisted  on  its 
disagreements,  agreed  to  a  conference  committee, 
and  the  chair  appointed  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Mr.  Grimes,  of  Iowa,  and  Mr.  Rice,  of 
Minnesota,  conferees. 

In  the  House,  on  the  twenty-seventh,  Mr. 
Blair,  'from  the  committee  of  conference,  made 
a  report  that  the  House  recede  from  its  amend- 
ment to  the  Senate  bill,  and  agree  to  it  with 
several  amendments ;  and  the  report  was  accept- 
ed. In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-ninth,  Mr. 
Wilson,  from  the  committee  of  conference,  made 
a  report,  which  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Hale,  Mr. 
Baker,  and  Mr.  Sherman,  and  rejected.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  Senate  insisted  on  its 
disagreement  to  the  House  amendment,  and 
asked  for  another  committee  of  conference.  Mr. 
Wilson,  Mr.  Sherman,  and  Mr.  McDougall  were 
appointed  conferees.  The  House  ^agreed  to  a 
further  conference,  and  appointed  Mr.  Blair,  of 
Missouri,  Mr.  Kelley,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Mr. 
Jackson,  of  Kentucky,  conferees  on  its  part 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  first  of  August,  Mr. 
Wilson  from  the  second  committee  of  confer- 
'  ence,  reported  that  the  committee  of  conference 
on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on 
the  bill  providing  for  the  better  organization  of  the 
military  establishment,  had  agreed  to  recommend 
to  their  respective  Houses,  That  the  House  re- 
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cede  from  its  amendments  to  the  Senate  bill, 
and  agree  to  it,  with  amendments ;  and  the  report 
was  concurred  in — yeas,  twenty-seven ;  nays,  nine. 
In  the  House,  Mr.  Blair  made  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  conference,  which  was  concurred  in. 
This  bill,  containing  twenty  five  sections,  was 
approved  by  the  President  on  the  third  of  Au- 
gust, 1861. 

No.  IV. — The  Act  in  addition  to  the  Act  to  au- 
thorize the  Employment  of  Volunteer*  to  aid 
in  enforcing  the  Laws  and  protecting  Public 
Property. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-second  of  July, 
1861,  Mr.  Wilson,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  in 
addition  to  the  act  for  the  employment  of  volun- 
teers. The  bill  authorized  the  President  to  ac- 
cept the  services  of  volunteers,  either  «,s  cavalry, 
infantry,  or  artillery,  in  such  numbers  as  the 
exigencies  of  the  public  service  might,  in  his 
opinion,  demand,  to  be  organized  by  the  act  of 
the  twenty-second  July,  1861.  These  volun- 
teers were  to  be  armed  as  the  President  might 
direct,  to  be  subject  to  the  rules  and  articles  of 
war,  and  to  be  upon  the  footing  in  all  respects 
with  similar  corps  of  the  army,  and  to  be  mus- 
tered into  the  service  for  and  during  the  war. 
Mr.  Wilson  desired  to  put  the  bill  on  its  pas- 
sage, but  Mr.  Pearce,  of  Maryland,  objecting,  it 
was  passed  over. 

On  the  twenty-third,  the  Senate,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Wilson,  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson  the  bill  was 
amended  by  adding  to  the  first  section  a  proviso, 
"  That  the  number  of  troops  hereby  authorized, 
shall  not  exceed  five  hundred  thouand."  Mr. 
Wilson  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  as  a 
new  section,  "That  the  President  shall  be  au- 
thorized to  appoint,  by  and  with  the  consent  of 
the  Senate,  for  the  command  of  the  volunteer 
forces,  such  number  of  major-generals  and  of 
brigadier-generals  as  may  in  his  judgment  be  re- 
quired for  their  organization and  the  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  as  amended 
passed  without  a  division. 

In  the  House,  on  the  twenty-fourth,  Mr. 
Blair  called  up  for  consideration  the  Senate  bill 
and  passed  it  without  a  division,  only  fifteen 
members  voting,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burnett,  of 
Kentucky,  for  the  yeas  and  nays.  The  Presi- 
dent approved  the  bill  on  the  twenty -fifth  of 
July,  1861. 

No.  V. — The  Joint  Resolution  to  approve  and  con- 
firm certain  Acts  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  for  suppressing  Insurrection  and  Re- 
bellion. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  sixth  of  July,  1861, 
agreeably  to  notice  given  on  the  fourth,  Mr. 
Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced  a  joint 
resolution  to  approve  and  confirm  certain  acts 
of  the  President  The  resolution  was  read  twice 
and  referred  to  the  Military  Committee.  On  the 
eighth,  Mr.  Wilson  reported  it  back  without 
amendment 

The  resolution  set  forth  that!  "Whereas,  since 


the  adjournment  of  Congress,  on  the  fourth 
day  of  March  last,  a  formidable  insurrection  in 
certain  States  of  this  Union  has  arrayed  itself 
in  armed  hostility  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  constitutionally  administered; 
and  whereas  the  President  of  the  United  States 
did,  under  the  extraordinary  exigencies  thus 
presented,  exercise  certain  powers  and  adopt 
certain  measuf es  for  the  preservation  of  this 
Government — that  is  to  say :  First  He  did,  on 
the  fifteenth  day  of  April  last,  issue  his  procla- 
mation calling  upon  the  several  States  for  seven- 
ty-five thousand  men  to  suppress  such  insurrec- 
tionary combinations,  and  to  cause  the  laws  to 
be  faithfully  executed.  Secondly.  He  did,  on 
the  nineteenth  day  of  April  last,  issue  a  procla- 
mation setting  on  foot  a  blockade  of  the  ports 
within  the  States  of  South-Carolina,  Georgia, 
Alabama,  Florida,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  and 
Texas.  Thirdly.  He  did,  on  the  twenty -seventh 
day  of  April  last,  issue  a  proclamation  establish- 
ing a  blockade  of  the  ports  within  the  States  of 
Virginia  and  North-Carolina.  Fourthly.  He  did, 
by  order  of  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  April  last, 
addressed  to  the  Commanding  General  of  the 
army  of  the  United  States,  authorize  that  offi- 
cer to  suspend  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  at  any 
point  on  or  in  the  vicinity  of  any  military  line 
between  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  the  city  of 
W ashington.  Fifthly.  Ho  did,  on  the  third  day  of 
May  last,  issue  a  proclamation  calling  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  forty-two  thousand 
and  thirty-four  volunteers,  increasing  the  regular 
army  by  the  addition  of  twenty-two  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  fourteen  men,  and  the  navy 
by  an  addition  of  eighteen  thousand  seamen. 
Sixthly.  He  did,  on  the  tenth  day  of  May  last, 
issue  a  proclamation  authorizing  the  commander 
of  the  forces  of  the  United  States  on  the  coast 
of  Florida,  to  suspend  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus, 
if  necessary.  All  of  which  proclamations  and 
orders  have  been  submitted  to  this  Congress. 
Now,  therefore, 

"Be  it  Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Re- 
presentatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in 
Congress  assembled,  That  all  of  the  extraordi- 
nary acts,  proclamations,  and  orders  hereinbefore 
mentioned,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  ap- 
proved and  declared  to  be  in  all  respects  legal 
and  valid,  to  the  same  intent,  and  with  the  same 
effect,  as  if  they  had  been  issued  and  done  under 
the  previous  express  authority  and  direction  of 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  tenth,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  the  resolution.  Mr.  Clark,  of 
New-Hampshire,  moved  to  strike  out  the  words, 
"increasing  the  regular  army  by  the  addition 
of  twenty-two  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
fourteen  men,  and  the  navy  by  an  addition  of 
eighteen  thousand  seamen."  He  said  he  did  not 
know  that  any  thing  had  been  done  toward  in- 
creasing the  army  or  navy,  which  must  neces- 
sarily be  made  by  law  retroactive.  Mr.  Wilson 
said  that  "  A  plan  has  been  arranged  for  the  or- 
ganization of  eleven  regiments  for  the  army. 
Officers  have  been  appointed,  rommiasionad. 
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with  some  qualifications,  sent  to  certain  points 
of  the  country,  and  money  has  been  placed  in 
their  hands  to  fill  up  the  ranks  of  the  army.  In 
regard  to  filling  up  the  navy,  I  understand 
that  of  the  eighteen  thousand  men  ordered  for 
the  navy  several  thousand  have  been  enlisted, 
and  are  now  in  the  employment  of  the  Govern- 
ment I  do  not  think  it  wise  to  strike  out  this 
provision ;  I  think  it  had  better  remain  there." 

Mr.  Polk,  of  Missouri,  desired  to  have  the  re- 
solution go  over  to  a  future  day.  Mr.  McDougall, 
of  California,  thought  it  of  vast  importance  to  act 
promptly.  44 1  am  here,"  he  said,  44  to  indorse 
the  preliminary  actions  of  the  Government." 
Mr.  Fessenden  of  Maine  would  oppose  postpone- 
ment after  that  day,  though  he  \*ould  defer  the 
consideration  of  the  subject  till  the  next  day,  if 
Mr.  Polk  was  not  ready  to  speak  then.  Mr. 
Saulsbury,  of  Delaware,  saw  no  reason  for  pass- 
ing the  resolution.  Mr.  Clark  withdrew  his 
amendment,  as  the  Military  Committee  were 
unanimous  for  it  Mr.  Polk  moved  to  postpone 
the  resolution  until  the  next  day.  Mr.  Dixon  and 
Mr.  McDougall  opposed  it,  and  the  motion  was 
lost  Mr.  King,  of  New-York,  moved  to  amend 
by  a  proviso  that  within  six  months  after  the 
rebellion  should  be  put  down,  the  army  should 
be  reduced  to  its  organization  on  the  first  of 
July,  3861.  Mr.  Latham,  of  California,  was  op- 
posed to  an  increase  of  the  regular  army  and 
to  the  suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas  carpus. 
Mr.  King  accepted  a  suggestion  of  Mr.  Hale  to 
include  in  his  amendment  the  navy.  Mr.  Ken- 
nedy, of  Maryland,  was  prepared  to  sustain  the 
administration  in  all  just  and  constitutional 
measures,  but  he  could  not  vote  for  all  the  pro- 
positions in  the  resolution.  Mr.  Wilson  ex- 
pressed the  hope  that  Mr.  King  would  withdraw 
his  amendment  and  move  it  upon  the  army  bill, 
and  allow  the  vote  to  be  taken  on  the  resolution. 
Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana,  said,  as  a  member  of  the 
Military  Committee  he  44  had  voted  to  report  the 
resolution.  The  red  right  hand  of  armed  rebel- 
lion was  raised  to  strike  down  the  Government 
under  which  we  live — the  freest,  happiest,  grand- 
est Government  upon  earth ;  and  the  President 
was  suddenly  called  upon  to  put  down  this  armed 
rebellion.  Every  effort  which  he  has  made  to 
that  purpose  meets  my  most  hearty  and  cordial 
cooperation  and  support"  Mr.  Kennedy  ex- 
pressed his  44  solemn  conviction  that  you  will 
never  reconstruct  the  Union  by  the  sword ;" 
he  would  ask  Mr.  Wilson  if  he  44  is  apprised 
of  any  necessity  for  or  any  reasons  that  re- 
quire or  justify  the  suspension  of  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus  in  Maryland."  Mr.  Wilson  re- 
plied :  44 1  think  the  existence  of  a  band  of  con- 
spirators in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  men  who  or- 
ganized murder  and  shot  down  in  the  streets  of 
that  city  brave  men  who  were  rallying  at  the 
call  of  the  r  country  to  defend  the  capital  of  the 
nation  and  uphold  the  cause  of  the  republic,  is 
a  full,  complete  justification  of  the  President  in 
authorizing  General  Scott  to  suspend  the  writ 
of  habeas  corpus  in  and  about  that  city.  There 
is  no  spot  on  this  continent,  none  whatever, 


where  there  have  been  blacker  traitors  than  in 
and  about  the  city  of  Baltimore — men  ready  for 
murder,  for  any  crime — men  who  were  organiz- 
ing rebellion  in  that  city,  secreting  arms  that 
have  since  been  discovered  and  taken  from  the 
men  who  have  been  arrested.  If  there  ever  was 
in  any  portion  of  the  republic,  any  spot  of  earth, 
or  any  time,  where  and  when  the  writ  of  ha- 
beas corpus  might  to  be  suspended,  the  city  of 
Baltimore  was  the  spot,  and  the  last  few  weeks 
the  time,  for  its  suspension." 

Mr.  Baker  said :  44  As  a  member  of  the  Military 
Committee,  I  agree  heartily  in  the  report  of  its 
Chairman  of  the  bills  now  upon  your  table. 
Whether  that  peace  shall  be  conquered  at  Rich- 
mond, or  Montgomery,  or  New-Orleans,  or  in  the 
wilds  of  Texas,  I  do  not  presume  to  say ;  but  I 
do  know,  iL  I  may  use  so  bold  a  word,  that  the 
determined  aggregated  power  of  the  whole  peo- 
ple of  this  country — all  its  treasure,  all  its  arms, 
all  its  blood,  all  its  enthusiasm,  kindled,  concen- 
trated, poured  out  in  one  mass  of  living  valor 
upon  any  foe — will  conquer."  Mr.  Fessenden 
suggested  to  Mr.  King  to  modify  his  amendment 
so  as  to  read :  That  nothing  therein  contained 
should  be  construed  as  authorizing  a  perma- 
nent increase  of  the  army  or  navy  beyond  their 
force  at  that  time.  Mr.  King  so  modified  his 
amendment  Mr.  Wilson  thought  44  the  proviso 
as  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Maine,  is  one 
that  we  can  all  accept"  Mr.  Trumbull  thought 
Mr.  Fessenden  had  succeeded  admirably  in  an- 
nexing a  proviso  which  really  had  no  meaning 
in  it,  but  Mr.  King  expressed  his  satisfaction 
with  it,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Latham  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  resolu- 
tion the  words :  44  Fourthly.  He  did,  by  an  order 
of  the  twenty -seventh  day  of  April  last,  addressed 
to  the  Commanding  General  of  the  army  of  the 
United  States,  authorize  that  officer  to  suspend 
the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  at  any  point  on  or  in 
the  vicinity  of  any  military  line  between  the  city 
of  Philadelphia  and  the  city  of  Washington. 
The  amendment  was  rejected.  Mr.  Polk  asked 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  passage  of  the  resolu- 
tion, and  they  were  ordered.  He  then  addressed 
the  Senate  against  its  passage,  expressing  a  wish 
to  defer  his  speech  until  the  next  day.  Mr.  Wil- 
son moved  to  postpone  the  resolution  to  the  next 
day,  and  take  up  the  volunteer  bill,  and  .it  was 
postponed.  On  the  eleventh,  Mr.  Polk  resumed 
and  concluded  his  speech  against  the  resolution, 
Mr.  Powell,  of  Kentucky,  thought  that  instead  of 
being  engaged  in  an  effort  to  pass  through  the 
Senate  a  resolution  approving  these  violations 
of  the  Constitution  by  the  chief  Executive,  these 
wanton  and  palpable  violations  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, the  assuming  the  war  power,  the  officers 
who  committed  these  usurpations  should  be  ar- 
raigned at  the  bar  of  the  Senate,  and  be  on  trial 
under  impeachment  Mr.  Brcckenridge  and 
Mr.  Bayard  expressed  a  desire  to  speak  on  the 
resolution,  and  the  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wilson,  postponed  till  the  next  day.  ^  On  the 
sixteenth,  Mr.  Breckenridge  addressed  the  Senate 
in  opposition  to  the  passage  of  the  resolution. 
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He  desired  "  the  country  to  understand  that  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  is  no  longer  to 
he  held  as  the  measure  of  power  on  one  side  and 
of  obedience  on  the  other,  but  that  it  is  to  be 
put  aside  to  carry  out  the  purposes  of  the  major- 
ity." Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana,  declared :  44 1  sanc- 
tion and  approve  every  thing  that  the  President 
has  done  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  and  the 
people  sanction  and  approve  it,  and  there  is  no 
power  this  side  of  Heaven  that  can  reverse  that 
decision  of  the  American  people." 

On  the  nineteenth,  Mr.  Bayard,  of  Delaware, 
addressed  the  Senate  for  two  hours  in  opposition 
to  the  resolution ;  and  on  the  twentieth,  Mr. 
Latham,  of  California,  spoke  for  nearly  two  hours 
against  it,  and  Mr.  Rice,  of  Minnesota, 44  indorsed 
to  the  fullest  extent,  all  that  had  that  day  so 
ably  and  eloquently  fallen  from  his  lips."  On 
the  twenty-seventh,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Tennessee, 
addressed  the  Senate  at  length.  He  declared 
the  cause  of  the  rebellion  to  be  44  disappointed, 
impatient,  unhallowed  ambition."  44  Certain 
men  could  not  wait  any  longer,  and  they  seized 
the  occasion  to  do  what  they  had  been  wanting 
to  do  for  a  long  time  —  break  up  the  Govern- 
ment If  they  could  not  rule  a  large  country, 
they  thought  they  might  rule  a  small  one."  He 
declared  that  44  A  distinguished  Senator  from 
Georgia  once  said,  4  when  traitors  become  num- 
erous enough,  treason  becomes  respectable.' 
Traitors  are  getting  to  be  so  numerous  now  that 
I  suppose  treason  has  almost  got  to  be  respect- 
able ;  but  God,  being  willing,  whether  traitors  be 
many  or  few,  as  I  have  hitherto  waged  war 
against  traitors  and  treason,  and  in  behalf  of  the 
Government  which  was  constructed  by  our  fa- 
thers, I  intend  to  continue  it  to  the  end."  [Ap- 
plause in  the  galleries.] 

Mr.  Pearce,  of  Maryland,  spoke  on  the  thirtieth, 
against  the  resolution  and  in  condemnation  of 
the  action  of  the  Government  in  his  State,  which 
he  pronounced  to  be  "positive,  arbitrary,  cause- 
less, and  wanton  oppression."  On  the  second 
of  August,  Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  take  up  the  re- 
solution for  consideration.  Mr.  Trumbull,  of  Il- 
linois, opposed  the  motion  and  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered — yeas,  twen- 
ty-eight ;  nays,  eleven.  Mr.  Doolittle  moved  it  to 
the  Judiciary  Committee.  Mr.  Polk  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered — yeas, 
seventeen ;  nays,  twenty-three.  Mr.  Sherman,  of 
Ohio,  said :  44 1  am  going  to  vote  for  the  resolution, 
and  I  am  going  to  vote  for  it  upon  the  assumption 
that  the  different  acts  of  the  administration  re- 
cited in  this  preamble  were  illegal,  and  not  upon 
the  assumption  that  they  were  legal  and  valid. 
I  4  approve'  of  the  doing  of  them,  and  therefore 
I  vote  for  that  portion  of  the  resolution.  I  am  j 
willing  to  make  them  as  4  legal  and  valid '  as  if 
they  had  the  previous  express  sanction  of  Con- 
gress ;  and  therefore  I  vote  for  that  clause  of  the 
resolution.  I  vote  for  these  measures ;  and  I  ap- 
prove them,  as  I  said  in  the  outset,  all  the  more 
because  the  taking  of  them  involved  the  President 
in  some  personal  hazard.  I  will  not  approve 
them  more,  6ut  I  admire  them  the  more  because 


he  did  not  hesitate  to  save  the  republic,  al- 
though the  act  of  saving  it  might  be  attended  by 
some  personal  risk  to  himscl£" 

The  Senate,  on  the  sixth,  resumed  the  consider- 
ation of  the  resolution.  Mr.  King  thought  we 
had  no  time  to  amend  it  and  there  was  no  pro- 
bability that  it  would  pass  the  House  so  near 
the  close  of  the  session.  Mr.  Fessenden  was 
ready  to  vote  for  the  passage  of  the  resolution, 
but  thought  the  House  at  that  late  hour  would 
not  pass  it  Mr.  Trumbull  declared  he  never 
would  vote  for  it,  and  yielded  the  floor  to  Mr. 
King,  who  moved  to  go  into  executive  session. 
The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  resolution  was  not 
again  considered. 

No.  VI. — The  Bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  reimburse  Volunteers  for  Expenses  in- 
curred in  employing  Regimental  Bands,  and 
for  other  purpose*. 

In  the  Senate,  July  fifteenth,  Mr.  Rice,  of  Min- 
nesota, introduced  a  bill  authorizing  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  reimburse  the  New- York  Seventy- 
first  regiment  for  expenses  incurred  in  employ- 
ing regimental  bands.  The  bill  was  read  twice 
and  referred  to  the  Military  Committee.  On 
the  nineteenth,  Mr.  Rice  reported  back  the  bill 
with  an  amendment  to  strike  out  all  after  the 
enacting  clause,  and  to  insert  in  lieu  of  it,  that 
the  Secretary  of  War  be  authorized  and  directed 
to  refund,  to  the  volunteers  called  out  by  the 
President's  proclamation  of  the  fifteenth  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-one,  such 
sums  of  money  as  might  have  been  expended  by 
the  said  volunteers  in  the  employment  of  regi- 
mental or  company  bands  during  the  period  of 
their  service  undtr  said  proclamation  :  Provided, 
the  amount  to  be  allowed  should  not  exceed 
that  to  be  paid  to  volunteer  bands  regularly  mus- 
tered into  the  service  under  the  President's  pro- 
clamation of  May  third,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  sixty-one.  On  the  twentieth,  the  bill 
was  considered,  amended  and  passed,  and  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Grimes  its  title  was  so  amended 
as  to  read  :  44  A  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  reimburse  volunteers  for  expenses  in- 
curred in  employing  regimental  and  other 
bands."  In  the  House,  on  the  twenty-seventh, 
Mr.  Blair  reported  it  back  from  the  military  com- 
mittee to  whom  it  had  been  referred,  the  bill  au- 
thorizing the  Secretary  of  War  to  pay  regiment 
al  and  other  bands,  employed  by  volunteer  regi- 
ments, with  an  amendment  as  an  additional  sec 
tion,  providing  44  that  the  President,  in  accept 
ing  and  organizing  volunteers  under  an  act  en- 
titled 4  An  act  authorizing  the  employment  of 
volunteers  to  aid  in  enforcing  the  laws  and  pro- 
tecting public  property,'  approved  July  twenty- 
second,  1861,  might  accept  the  service  of  such 
volunteers  without  previous  proclamation,  and  in 
such  numbers,  from  any  State  or  States  as,  in 
his  discretion,  the  public  service  might  require." 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  as 
amended  passed  without  a  division.  In  the 
Senate,  on  the  twenty-ninth,  the  House  amend- 
ment was  concurred  in;  and  the  bill  ^r*& 
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proved  on  the  thirty-first  of  July,  1861,  by  the 
President 

No.  VII. — The  Bill  authorizing  the  President  to 
appoint  additional  Aids-de-camp. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  thirty-first  of  July,  Mr. 
Wilson,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
reported  a  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled, 
"  An  act  to  increase  the  present  military  estab- 
lishment approved  July  twenty-ninth,  1861." 
The  bill  provided  that  the  President  might,  dur- 
ing the  insurrection,  upon  the  recommendation 
of  the  Lieutenant-Gencral  commanding  the  army 
of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  major-general  of 
the  regular  army  commanding  forces  of  the 
United  States  in  the  field,  appoint  such  number 
of  aids-de-camp,  in  addition  to  those  authorized 
by  law,  as  the  exigencies  of  the  service  might, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  President,  require;  such 
aids-de-camp  to  bear,  respectively,  the  rank  and 
authority  of  captains,  majors,  lieutenant-colonels, 
or  colonels  of  the  regular  army,  as  the  President 
might  direct,  and  receive  the  same  pay  and  al- 
lowances as  were  provided  by  existing  laws  for 
officers  of  cavalry  of  corresponding  rank.  The 
President  was  to  cause  the  aids-de  camp  ap- 
pointed under  the  act  to  be  discharged  whenever 
they  should  cease  to  be  employed  in  active  serv- 
ice; and  he  might  reduce  the  number  so  cm- 
ployed  whenever  he  might  deem  it  expedient  so 
to  do.  Any  officers  of  the  regular  army  ap- 
pointed aids-dc-camp  under  the  act,  and  at- 
tached or  assigned  to  duty  for  service  as  such, 
were,  on  their  discharge,  to  resume  their  posi- 
tions in  the  regular  army,  and  bo  entitled  to  the 
same  rank  and  promotion  as  if  they  had  contin- 
ued to  serve  in  their  own  regiments  or  corps. 

Mr.  Wilson  stated  that  the  number  of  staff- 
officers  was  inadequate  to  the  needs  of  the  serv- 
ice. Mr.  Doolittle  desired  some  limitation  upon 
the  number.  Mr.  Wilson  thought  the  discretion 
of  the  President  an  ample  guarantee  that  no  more 
will  be  appointed  than  the  service  required.  The 
bill  was  passed  without  a  division.  In  the 
House,  on  the  first  of  August,  the  bill  was  taken 
from  the  Speaker's  table,  passed  without  oppo- 
sition, and  approved  by  the  President,  August 
fifth,  1861. 

No.  VIII. — The  Act  to  promote  the  Efficiency  of 
the  Engineer  and  Topographical  Engineer 
Corps,  and  for  other  purposes. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  fifth 
of  August,  1861,  Mr.  Blair,  from  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  promote 
the  efficiency  of  engineer  corps.  The  bill  pro- 
vided that  there  should  be  added  to  each  of  the 
corps  of  engineers  and  topographical  engineers, 
by  regular  promotion  of  its  officers,  two  lieuten- 
ant-colonels and  four  majors,  provided  all  va- 
cancies created  by  such  promotion  should  be 
filled  by  graduates  of  the  Military  Academy,  re- 
commended for  such  promotion  by  the  academic 
board  of  that  institution ;  and  provided  further, 
that  said  corps  should  be  thereafter  known  as 
the  first  and  second  corps  of  engineers.   It  also 


directed  that  there  should  be  added  to  the  corps 
of  topographical  engineers  one  company  of  sol- 
diers, to  be  commanded  by  appropriate  officers 
of  such  corps,  to  have  the  same  pay  and  to  be 
subject  to  the  same  rules  and  articles  of  war,  and 
to  be  governed  in  every  particular  in  the  same 
manner,  as  the  existing  corps  of  topographical 
engineers.  The  bill  was  passed  without  amend- 
ment In  the  Senate,  on  the  fifth,  the  bill  was 
taken  up  for  consideration,  and  Mr.  Wilson  moved 
to  amend  by  striking  out  all  after  the  enacting 
clause,  and  inserting:  "That  there  shall  be  added 
to  each  of  the  corps  of  engineers  and  topograph- 
ical engineers,  by  regular  promotion  of  their 
present  officers,  two  lieutenant-colonels  and  four 
majors. 

44  That  there  shall  be  added  to  the  corps  of  to- 
pographical engineers,  one  company  of  soldiers, 
to  be  commanded  by  appropriate  officers  of  said 
corps,  to  have  the  same  pay  and  rations,  dott- 
ing, and  other  allowances,  and  to  be  entitled  to 
the  same  benefits,  in  every  respect,  as  the  com. 
pany  created  by  the  act  4  for  the  organization  of 
a  company  of  sappers,  and  miners,  and  pop  to- 
niers,'  approved  Slay  sixteenth,  1846. 

uThat  vacancies  hereafter  occurring  among  the 
commissioned  officers  of  the  volunteer  regiments 
shall  be  filled  by  the  Governors  of  the  States  re- 
spectively, in  the  same  manner  as  original  ap- 
pointments ;  and  so  much  of  the  tenth  section  of 
the  act  of  the  twenty-second  of  July,  1861,  as 
is  inconsistent  therewith,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  repealed. 

44  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  is 
hereby  authorized  to  appoint  two  additional  in- 
spectors-general for  the  United  States  army; 
the  said  inspectors-general  to  have  the  same  rank 
and  receive  the  same  pay  and  allowances  as  now 
provided  by  law  for  inspectors-general." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Wilson 
then  moved  to  amend  by  adding*  an  additional 
section :  44  That  so  much  of  the  first  section  of 
the  act  approved  August  fifth,  1854,  as  author- 
izes the  appointment  of  civilians  to  superintend 
the.  national  armories  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
repealed ;  and  that  the  superintendents  of  these 
armories  shall  be  appointed  hereafter  from  offi- 
cers of  the  ordnance  department"  Mr.  Wilson 
said  his  sympathies  and  feelings  were  in  favor  of 
a  civil  superintendent,  but  his  judgment  was  in 
favor  of  the  amendment,  which  would  place  the 
armory  in  the  care  of  an  officer  experienced  in 
the  fabrication  of  arms.  The  amendment  was 
agreed  to.  Mr.  Wilson  moved  ^to  insert  as  an 
additional  section :  44  That  the  pay  of  the  non- 
commissioned officers,  musicians,  and  privates 
of  the  army  of  the  United  States  be  increased 
at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per  month,  and 
to  continue  for  three  years  from  the  passage 
of  this  act,  and  until  otherwise  fixed  by  law." 
Mr.  Wilson  44  thought  the  public  interest  re- 
quired that  we  should  increase  the  pay  of  the 
volunteers  from  eleven  to  fifteen  dollars  a  month, 
which  seemed  to  be  a  reasonable  compensation. 
Mr.  Sherman  said  it  was  an  ungracious  task  to 
object  to  an  increase  of  the  pay  of  the  volunteers 
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or  of  the  regular  army ;  the  amendment  should 
not  be  adopted  without  great  consideration.  Mr 
Wade  said  "there  was  no  just  proportion  be 
tween  the  pay  of  officers  and  privates ;  we  wen 
not  paying  enough  to  our  soldiers,"  and  he  was 
for  the  proposition.  Mr.  Wilson  said  that  by 
advice  of  Senators  around  him,  and  of  Mr.  King 
his  colleague  on  the  committee,  he  would  with- 
draw the  amendment  and  introduce  it  as  a  sep- 
arate bill.  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Missouri,  moved  to 
amend  by  adding  as  an  additional  section,  44  thai 
this  Congress  recommend  the  Governors  of  the 
several  States  to  convene  their  Legislatures  for 
the  purpose  of  calling  an  election  to  select  two 
delegates  from  each  congressional  district,  to 
meet  in  general  convention  at  Louisville,  in 
Kentucky,  on  the  first  Monday  in  Septembei 
next ;  the  purpose  of  the  said  convention  to  be 
to  devise  measures  for  the  restoration  of  peace  tc 
our  country."  Mr.  Powell,  of  Kentucky,  demand- 
ed  the  yeas  and  nays.  Mr.  Carlisle,  of  Virginia, 
thought  the  proposition  44  inopportune."  Mr. 
McDougall,  of  California,  wished 44  merely  to  amend 
the  remark  made  by  the  Senator  from  Virginia ;  he 
says  this  proposition  would  be  inopportune ;  I  say 
it  would  be  cowardly."  The  amendment  was  re- 
jected; nine  Senators  voted  for  it,  and  twenty- 
nine  against  it  The  bill  as  amended,  was  then 
passed  without  a  division.  On  the  same  day, 
the  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Blair,  concurred  in 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate;  and  the  Presi- 
dent approved  it  on  the  sixth  of  August,  1861. 

No.  IX. — The  Bill  to  authorize  an  Increase  in 
the  Corps  of  Engineers  and  Topographical 
Engineers. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  second  of  August,  1861, 
Mrt  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 1 
fairs,  reported  a  bill  to  increase  the  engineer  corps. 
It  provided,  44  That  there  should  be  added  to  each 
of  the  corps  oC  engineers  and  topographical  engi- 
neers, by  regular  promotion  of  their  present  offi- 
cers, two  lieutenant-colonels  and  four  majors ;  and 
that  there  should  be  added  to  the  corps  of  topo- 
graphical engineers  one  company  of  soldiers,  to 
have  the  same  pay  and  rations,  clothing,  and 
other  allowances,  and  to  be  entitled  to  the  same 
benefits  in  every  respect  as  the  company  created 
by  the  act  for  the  organization  of  a  company  of 
sappers  and  miners  and  pontoniers,  approved 
May  sixteenth,  1846."  On  the  third  of  August, 
the  bill  was  considered  and  passed  without 
amendment  In  the  House,  on  the  fifth,  Mr. 
Blair,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to 
whom  the  Senate*  bill  had  been  referred,  reported 
it  back  with  an  amendment  as  an  additional 
section,  44  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  authorized  to  appoint  two  additional 
inspectors-general  of  the  United  States  army, 
to  have  tho  same  rank  and  receive  the  same  pay 
and  allowances  as  are  now  provided  by  law  for 
inspectors -general"  The  amendment  was  agreed 
to,  and  passed  as  amended.  The  Senate,  on  mo- 
tion, of  Mr.  Wilson,  concurred  in  the  amendment ; 
and  the  President  approved  the  act  on  the  sixth 
of  August,  *861. 

Vol.  X.— Doc  2 


No.  X. — The  Bill  making  an  Appropriation  to 
deliver  Arms  to  Loyal  Citizens  of  Rebel  States. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  twentieth  of  July,  1861, 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Tennessee,  introduced  a  bill 
making  an  appropriation  to  pay  the  expenses  of 
transporting  and  delivering  arms  and  munitions 
of  war  to  the  loyal  citizens  of  the  States  of  which 
the  inhabitants  then  or  thereafter  might  be  in 
rebellion  against  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  provide  for  the  expense  of  organ- 
izing them  into  companies,  battalions,  regiments, 
or  otherwise,  for  their  own  protection  against 
domestic  violence,  insurrection,  invasion,  or  re- 
bellion.   The  bill  provided  that  the  sum  of  

dollars  be  appropriated,  to  be  expended  under 
the  direction  of  the  President,  in  supplying  and 
defraying  the  expenses  of  transporting  and  de- 
livering such  arms  and  munitions  of  war  as  in 
his  judgment  might  be  expedient  to  place  in  the 
hadns  of  any  of  the  loyal  citizens  residing  in  any 
of  the  States  of  which  the  inhabitants  were  in 
rebellion  against  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  or  in  which  rebellion  was  or  might  be 
threatened,  and  likewise  for  defraying  such  ex- 
penses as  might  he  properly  incurred  in  organ- 
izing and  sustaining  while  so  organized,  any  of 
said  citizens  into  companies,  battalions,  regi- 
ments, or  otherwise,  for  their  own  protection 
against  domestic  violence,  insurrection,  invasion, 
or  rebellion.    The  bill  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs.    On  the  twenty-third, 
Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs, reported  the  bill  without  amendment,  and 
asked  unanimous  consent  to  consider  it  then, 
which  was  given.    Mr.  Wilson  said  the  commit- 
tee had  not  filled  tho  blank,  wishing  to  leave  it 
to  the   Senate.    Mr.  Johnson,  of  Tennessee, 
moved  that  the  blank  be  filled  by  inserting  two 
millions,  and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to.  On 
(notion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  it  was  amended  so  as  to 
read :  i4  The  loyal  citizens  residing  in  any  of  the 
States  which  are  in  rebellion  against  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  or  in  which  rebel- 
lion is  or  may  be  threatened."    Mr.  Collamer, 
)f  Vermont,  did  not  like  tho  phraseology  of  the 
bill ;  ho  thought  States  could  not  bo  in  rebellion, 
but  tho  inhabitants  might  be.    He  moved  to  so 
amend  it,  as  to  make  it  read,  44  tho  States  of 
wrhich  tho  inhabitants,  now  or  hereafter  may  be 
in  rebellion."    This  amendment  was  adopted, 
and  the  bill  passed.    In  the  House,  the  bill  was 
referred  to  the  Military  Committee ;  and  on  the 
twenty-seventh,  it  was  reported  by  Mr.  Blair, 
and  passed  without  a  division.    It  was  approved 
by  the  President  on  the  thirty-first  of  July, 
1801. 

tfo.  XI. — The  Act  making  Appropriations,  and 
for  otJur  purposes. 

In  the  Senate,  August  first,  1861,  Mr.  Wilson, 
of  Massachusetts,  reported  from  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  a  bill  appropriating  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  for  contingencies  for  forti- 
fications, to  be  used  and  applied  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  War ;  providing  that  any 
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commissioned  officer  of  the  army,  navy,  or  ma- 
rine corps,  who,  having  tendered  his  resignation, 
should,  prior  to  due  notice  of  its  acceptance  by 
proper  authority,  and  without  leave,  quit  his  post 
or  proper  duties,  with  the  intent  to  remain  per- 
manently absent,  should  be  registered  as  a  desert- 
er, and  punished  as  such ;  and  abolishing  flogging 
in  the  army,  as  a  punishment  for  desertion.  Mr. 
Halt,  of  New- Hampshire,  moved  to  strike  out  of 
the  bill  the  words,  "  for  desertion,"  so  that  it 
would  read,  "  that  flogging  as  a  punishment  in 
the  army  is  hereby  abolished."  Mr.  Hale's  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  as  amended 
passed.  In  the  House,  on  the  third  of  August, 
Mr.  Stratton,  of  New  Jersey,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  back  the  bill  with 
several  verbal  amendments,  which  were  agreed 
to,  and  the  bill  passed  by  the  House.  The  Sen- 
ate concurred  in  these  amendments,  passed  it  as 
amended ;  and  the  President  approved  it  on  the 
fifth  of  August,  1861. 

No.  XII. — The  Bill  to  provide  for  the  Purchase 
of  Anns,  Ordnance,  and  Ordnance  Stores. 
In  the  Senate,  July  twenty-ninth,  1861,  Mr. 
Wilson  introduced  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  pur- 
chase of  arms,  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores, 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs.  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the 
Military  Committee,  reported  back  the  bill  without 
amendment,  and  it  was  passed  without  a  division. 
In  the  House,  on  the  first  of  August,  Mr. 
Stevens,  of  Pennsylvania,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  reported  the  Senate  bill  to 

Srovide  for  the  purchase  of  arms ;  it  was  passed, 
y  unanimous  consent,  and  approved  by  the 
President  on  the  third  of  August,  1861. 

No.  XIII. — The  Act  to  increase  the  Pay  of  the 
Privates  of  the  Army. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  fifth  of  August,  1861, 
Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  introduced  a  bill  to  in- 
crease the  pay  of  the  non-commissioned  officers, 
musicians  and  privates  of  tho  regular  army,  vol- 
unteers, marines,  and  seamen  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States.  The  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wilson,  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
bill.  Mr.  Collamer,  of  Vermont,  moved  to 
amend  by  making  the  increase  four  dollars  per 
month ;  and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to — yeas, 
eighteen;  nays,  seventeen.  Mr.  Wilson  then 
moved  to  amend  by  adding  as  a  new  section, 
"  That  all  the  acts,  proclamations,  and  orders  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  after  the 
fourth  of  March,  1861,  respecting  the  army  and 
navy  of  the  United  States,  and  calling  out  or 
relating  to  the  militia  or  volunteers  from  the 
States,  are  hereby  approved,  and .  in  all  respects 
legalized  and  made  valid  to  the  same  intent  and 
with  the  same  effect  as  if  they  had  been  issued 
and  done  under  the  previous  express  authority 
and  direction  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States."  Mr.  Breckenridge  said  that  the  amend- 
ment sounded  like  the  joint  resolution  to  ratify 
And  approve  all  acts  of  the  President  since  the 


fourth  of  March,  but  -one  or  two  features  of  it 
were  left  out  Mr.  Wilson  replied  that  one  or 
two  features  of  the  joint  resolution  were  left  out, 
but  he  intended  to  call  up  the  joint  resolution 
when  this  bill  should  pass.  The  amendment  was 
•agreed  to.  Mr.  Powell  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and  they  were 
ordered — yeas,  thirty -three ;  nays,  five ;  so  the  bill 
was  passed.  On  motion,  the  title  was  amended 
by  adding  the  words,  "  and  for  other  purposes.1' 

In  the  House,  Mr.  Stevens,  of  Pennsylvania, 
called  up  the  bill,  and  moved  to  amend  it  by  re- 
ducing the  increase  of  pay  from  four  dollars  per 
month  to  two  dollars  per  month.  He  declared  his 
willingness  to  increase  the  pay,  but  did  not  see 
where  the  money  was  to  come  from ;  he  was  alarm- 
ed at  the  expenses  of  the  Government,  which  were 
one  and  a  quarter  millions  per  day.  The  amend- 
ment was  rejected — yeas,  thirty-two ;  nays,  sixty 
six.  Mr.  Stevens  then  moved  to  amend  by  adding 
as  a  new  section,  "  That  the  provisions  of  the  ad 
entitled 4  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Ohio  and  other 
volunteers,*  approved  July  twenty-sixth,  1861, 
be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  extended  to  all 
volunteers  mustered  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  whether  for  two  or  three  years  or 
for  and  during  the  war."  Mr.  Stevens  explained 
that  the  amendment  was  intended  to  correct  the 
mistake  made  in  using  the  words  "  militia,"  in- 
stead of  "volunteers.  The  amendment  was 
agreed  to.  Mr.  Vallandigham  moved  to  strike 
out  the  second  section,  "That  all  the  acts,  proc- 
lamations, and  orders  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  after  the  fourth  of  March,  1861, 
respecting  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  calling  out,  or  relating  to  the 
militia  or  volunteers  from  the  States,  are  hereby 
approved,  and  in  all  respects  legalized  and  made 
valid  to  the  same  intent  and  with  the  same*  ef- 
fect as  if  they  had  been  issued  and  done  under 
the  previous  express  authority  of  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States."  The  yeas  and  nays  were 
taken  and  resulted — yeas,  nineteen;  nays,  sev- 
enty-four. Mr.  Wickliffc,  of  Kentucky,  thought 
the  increase  would  be  eighteen  million  dollars, 
and  he  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  on  the  table, 
but  the  motion  was  lost  The  bill  was  passed 
without  a  division.  In  the  Senate,  the  House 
amendment  to  the  bill  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Wil- 
son moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the 
Senate  concurred  in  the  House  amendment,  u  that 
the  provisions  of  the  act  entitled  4  An  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  Ohio  and  other  volunteers,'  approved 
July  twenty-fourth,  1861,  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby,  extended  to  all  volunteers,  mustered  into 
tho  service  of  the  United  States,  whether  for  one, 
two,  or  three  years,  or  for  and  during  the  war." 
The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  then  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Wilson,  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Wilson  then  by  unanimous  consent  in- 
troduced "  a  bill  to  increase  the  pay  of  the  pri- 
vates in  the  regular  army,  and  of  the  volunteers 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes."  The  bill  proposed  to  increase 
the  pay  of  the  privates  to  thirteen  dollars  a 
month ;  and  also  extended  the  provisions  of  the 
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act  "  for  the  relief  of  the  Ohio  and  other  volun- 
teers" to  all  volunteers,  no  matter  for  what 
term  of  service  they  might  have  been  accepted. 
Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding 
as  an  additional  section,  "That  all  the  acts, 
proclamations,  and  orders  of  the  .President  of 
the  United  States  after  the  fourth  of  March, 
1661,  respecting  the  army  and  navy  of  the 
United  States,  and  calling  out  or  relating  to  the 
militia  or  volunteers  from  the  States,  are  hereby 
approved  and  in  all  respects  legalized  and  made 
valid  to  the  same  intent  and  with  the  same  effect 
as  if  they  had  been  issued  and  done  under  the 
previous  express  authority  and  direction  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  Breckenridge  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  they  were  ordered ;  and  being  taken,  result- 
ed— yeas,  thirty-seven ;  nays,  five ;  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Bingham,  Browning, 
Carlisle,  Chandler,  Clark,  Collamer,  Cowan,  Dix- 
on, Doolittle,  Fessendcn,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes, 
Hale,  Harlan,  Harris,  Howe,  Johnson  of  Ten- 
nessee, King,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas, 
Latham,  McDougall,  Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Rice, 
Sherman,  Simmons,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Trum- 
bull, Wade,  Wilkinson,  Wiley,  Wilmot,  and 
Wilson — thirty-seven. 

Nays — Messrs.  Breckenridge,  Bright,  Kenne- 
dy, Pearce,  and  Powell— five.  So  the  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  passed.  In  the 
House,  Mr.  Stevens  moved  to  take  up  the  bill 
for  consideration;  but  Mr.  Crisfield,  of  Mary- 
land, objected.  Mr.  Stevens  appealed  to  him  to 
withdraw  his  objection.  He  thought  if  Congress 
should  adjourn  without  passing  the  bill,  it  would 
cause  very  great  inconveniences  and  perhaps 
create  the  necessity  for  an  extra  session.  Mr. 
Orisfield  withdrew  his  objection;  Mr.  Johnson 
renewed  it  Mr.  Stevens  then  moved  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules,  and  two  thirds  having  voted 
for  it,  they  were  suspended,  and  the  bill  passed. 
It  was  approved  by  the  President,  on  the  sixth 
of  August,  1801. 

No.  XIV. — A  Resolution  expressing  the  Sympa- 
thy of  Congress  for  the  Bereaved  Familks  and 
Friends  of  our  Soldiers  who  have  fallen  in  De- 
fence of  the  Republic 

In  the  House,  on  the  second  of  August,  1861, 
Mr.  Cox,  of  Ohio,  by  unanimous  consent  intro- 
duced a  joint  resolution  expressing  the  sympa- 
thy of  Congress,  for  the  bereaved  families  and 
friends  of  our  soldiers  who  have  fallen  in  defence 
of  the  republic. 

The  resolution  declared  "  that  we  acknowledge 
the  faithful  services  and  loyal  devotion  of  our 
soldiers,  who  have  fought  and  fallen  in  defend- 
ing our  flag  and  in  vindicating  the  supremacy 
and  majesty  of  the  republic  Whether  success- 
ful, or  compelled,  by  the  overwhelming  numbers 
of  the  enemy,  to  resign  a  victory  already  won, 
their  graves  are  honored,  and  history  invests 
their  names  with  unfading  renown.  And  while 
the  national  Legislature  expresses  the  sympathy 
of  the  nation  for  their  bereaved  families  and 
friends,  we  commend  to  a  generous  people  and 


the  army,  which  is  now  eager  to  renew  the  con 
test,  the  imperishable  honor  of  their  example." 
It  was  unanimously  passed.  In  the  Senate,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Latham,  of  California,  it  was  con- 
sidered and  unanimously  passed. 

No.  XV.— The  Bill  t4>  provide  for  Allotment  Cer* 
tifimtes  among  the  Volunteer  Forces, 
In  the  Senate,  on  the  ninth  of  De 
18(31,  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced 
a  bill  to  provide  for  allotments  of  pay  in  the 
army.  It  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Military  Committee.  On  the  seventeenth,  Mr. 
Wilson  reported  it  back  from  the  committee, 
with  an  amendment  in  the  nature  of  a  substi- 
tute. The  amendment  proposed  to  strike  out  all 
after  the  enacting  clause,  and  insert : 

uThat  the  President  shall  appoint  for  each 
State  having  volunteers  in  the  service  not  exceed- 
ing three  persons,  who  shall  be  authorized  by  the 
President's  commission  to  visit  the  several  de- 
partments of  the  army  in  which  volunteers 
from  their  respective  States  may  be,  and  there 
procure  from  safd  volunteers,  from  time  to  time, 
their  respective  allotments  of  pay  to  their  fami- 
lies or  friends. 

uThat  the  persons  appointed  as  commissioners 
to  carry  into  effect  the  preceding  section  of  this 
act  shall  receive  no  pay  or  emoluments  whatever 
from  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

"That  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  twelfth 
June,  1858,  giving  sutlers  a  lien  upon  the  sol- 
diers' pay,  be  repealed ;  and  all  regulations  giv- 
ing sutlers  rights  and  privileges  beyond  the  rules 
and  articles  of  war  be  abrogated." 

Mr.  Grimes  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
of  the  Military  Committee,  so  as  to  pay  to  each 
of  the  commissioners  two  thousand  dollars  per 
annum  without  mileage.  Mr.  Wilson  thought 
the  amendment  would  endanger  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  and  Mr.  Rice  declared  he  should  vote 
against  it,  if  it  were  proposed  to  induce  men  to 
take  a  charitable  office  for  money.  Mr.  Grimes's 
amendment  was  rejected,  the  amendment  of  the 
committee  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  as  amended 
passed  without  a  division.  In  the  House,  on  the 
twentieth  of  December,  Mr.  Olin,  of  New- York, 
from  the  Military  Committee,  reported  back  the 
bill  without  amendment,  and  it  was  passed  with- 
out a  division ;  and  approved  by  the  President, 
on  the  twenty-fourth  of  December,  1861. 

No.  XVI.—  The  Bill  relating  to  Courts-Martial 
in  the  Army. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  ninth  of  December, 
1861,  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced 
a  bill  relative  to  courts-martial,  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs.  On  the  twelfth,  Mr.  Wilson  reported  it 
back  with  an  amendment  The  bill  provided 
that  in  time  of  war  the  commander  of  a  division 
or  separate  brigade  might  appoint  general  courts- 
martial,  and  confirm,  execute,  pardon,  and  miti- 
gate their  sentences,  as  allowed  and  restrained  in 
the  sixty-fifth  and  eighty-ninth  articles  of  war  tc 
commanders  of  armies  and  iepartments  \  Vitsen- 
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tences  of  such  courts  extending  to  loss  of  life  or 
dismission  of  a  commissioned  officer,  were  to  re- 
quire the  confirmation  of  the  (general  commanding 
the  army  in  the  field  to  which  the  division  or 
brigade  belonged.  It  was  further  provided  that 
when  the  division  or  brigade  commander  should  be 
the  accuser  or  prosecutor  of  an  officer  under  his 
command,  the  court  should  be  appointed  by  the 
neflpgher  commander.  The  amendment  of  the 
Military  Committee  proposed  to  strike  out  the 
words,  "of  an  officer  under  his  command,"  so 
that  it  would  read,  "  That  when  the  division  or 
brigade  commander  shall  be  the  accuser  or  pro- 
secutor, the  court  shall  be  appointed  by  the  next 
higher  command**;"  and  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to.  Mr.  Doolittle  suggested  that  the  bill 
lie  'over,  there  was  no  occasion  for  its  prompt 
passage.  Mr.  Wilson  said  the  bill  was  in  per- 
fect harmony  with  the  articles  of  war.  It  had 
been  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  he 
had  replied  that  "the  bill  has  been  submitted 
to  the  Commanding  General  of  the  army,  who  re- 
ports that  such  an  act  is,  in  his  opinion,  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  facilitate  the  transaction  of 
judicial  business  in  a  large  army,  and  should  be 
passed  with  as  little  delay  as  possible.  The 
opinion  of  the  Commanding  General  is  concurred 
in  and  approved  by  this  department"  The  bill 
was  then  passed  without  a  division.  In  the 
House,  on  the  twentieth  of  December,  Mr.  Blair, 
from  the  Military  Committee,  reported  back  the 
bill  relative  to  courts-martial,  without  amend- 
ment, and  it  passed  without  a  division.  The 
President  approved  it  on  the  twenty-fourth  of 
December,  1861. 

No.  XVIT. — Joint  Resolution,  expressive  of  the 
Recognition  by  Congress,  of  the  patriotic  and 
gallant  services  of  Brigadier- General  Nathan- 
iel Lyon,  and  of  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  under 
his  Command. 

In  the  House,  on  the  eleventh  of  December, 
1861,  Mr.  Blair  introduced  a  joint  resolution, 
expressive  of  the  recognition  by  Congress,  of  the 
gallant  and  patriotic  services  of  the  late  Briga- 
dier-General Nathaniel  Lyon,  and  the  officers 
and  soldiers  under  his  command  at  the  battle  of 
Springfield,  Missouri.  It  declared,  44  That  Con- 
gress deems  it  just  and  proper  to  enter  upon  its 
records  a  recognition  of  the  eminent  and  patri- 
otic services  of  the  late  Brigadier-General  Natha- 
niel Lyon.  The  country  to  whose  service  he  de- 
voted his  life,  will  guard  and  preserve  his  fame 
as  a  part  of  its  own  glory. 

That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  hereby  given 
to  the  brave  officers  and  soldiers  who,  under  the 
command  of  the  late  General  Lyon,  sustained 
the  honor  of  the  flag  and  achieved  victory  against 
overwhelming  numbers  at  the  battle  of  Spring- 
field in  Missouri.  And  that  in  order  to  commem- 
orate an  event  so  honorable  to  the  country  and 
to  themselves,  it  is  ordered  that  each  regiment 
engaged  shall  be  authorized  to  bear  upon  its  col- 
ors the  word  44  Springfield  "  embroidered  in  let- 
ters of  gold;  and  the  President  of  the  United 
States  is  hereby  requested  to  cause  these  reso- 


lutions to  be  read  at  the  head  of  every  regiment 
in  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Edwards,  of  New-Hampshire,  thought  it  in- 
expedient to  require  the  President  to  have  the 
resolution  read  at  the  head  of  every  regiment  in 
the  army,  and  he  moved  to  strike  out  so  much  of 
the  resolution  as  required  it  Mr.  Colfax  op- 
posed the  motion,  and  it  was  rejected.  The 
resolution  was  then  unanimously  passed.  In 
the  Senate,  on  the  twelfth,  the  resolution  was 
referred  to  the  Military  Committee,  and  on  the 
twentieth,  Mr.  Wilson  reported  it  back  without 
amendment  The  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wilson,  proceeded  to  consider  the  joint  resolu- 
tion, and  after  remarks  by  Mr.  Pomeroy,  of  Kan- 
sas, and  Mr.  Dixon,  and  Mr.  Foster,  of  Connec- 
ticut, it  was  unanimously  passed.  It  was  ap- 
proved by  the  President,  on  the  twenty-fourth 
of  December,  1861. 

No.  XVIII. — Bill  authorizing  the  Appointment 
of  one  or  more  Assistant  Secretaries  of  War. 
In  the  Senate,  on  the  twentieth  of  January, 
1862,  Mr.  Wade,  of  Ohio,  introduced  a  bill  to 
authorize  the  Secretary  of  War  to  appoint  one 
or  more  assistant  secretaries,  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Military  Committee. 
On  the  twenty -first,,  the  Senate,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Wade,  discharged  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill, 
and  proceeded  to  its  consideration.  Mr.  Wilson 
moved  to  strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause, 
and  insert  in  lieu  of  it,  44  That  the  President  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  appoint  two  ad- 
ditional assistant  secretaries  of  war,  whose  sa- 
lary shall  each  be  three  thousand  dollars  per  an- 
num, who  shall  perform  all  such  duties  in  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  belonging  to  that* 
department,  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  or  as  may  be  required  by  law ;  the 
offices  of  these  additional  assistant  secretaries  to 
continue  for  one  year."  On  motion  of  Mr.  Hale, 
the  amendment  was  so  amended  as  to  provide 
that  they  should  be  appointed  44  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate.  The  amend- 
ment as  amended  was  adopted  as  a  substitute  for 
the  bill,  and  passed.  In  the  House,  on  the  same 
day,  Mr.  Gooch,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  that 
the  bill  be  put  on  its  passage,  and  demanded  the 
previous  question,  which  was  ordered  —  yeas, 
seventy ;  nays,  thirty-five.  On  motion  of  Air. 
Hoi  man,  of  Indiana,  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
taken  on  its  passage,  and  being  taken,  resulted— 
yeas,  ninety -one ;  nays,  thirty.  So  the  bill  passed, 
and  was  approved  by  the  President,  on  the  twen- 
ty-second of  January,  1862. 

No.  XIX. — The  Resolution  in  relation  to  the  Al- 
lotment Certificates  of  Pay  to  Persons  held  as 
Prisoners  of  War  in  the  so-called  confederate 
States. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  thirtieth  of  January, 
1862,  Mr.  Rice,  of  Minnesota,  introduced  a  joint 
resolution,  relative  to  allotment  tickets  to  pris- 
oners of  war.  The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider 
the  resolution,  which  required  the  Secretary  of 
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War  to  procure  from  such  officers  and  enlisted 
men  of  the  United  States  army,  as  were  or  there- 
after might  be  held  as  prisoners  of  war  in  the  so- 
called  confederate  States,  from  time  to  time,  their 
respective  allotments  of  pay  to  their  families  or 
friends,  certified  by  them  in  writing,  and  duly 
attested,  in  pursuance  of  such  orders  as  might 
be  made  by  the  Secretary  of  War  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  upon  which  certified  allotment  he 
shall  cause  drafts  to  be  made  payable  ift  New- 
York  to  the  order  of  the  persons  to  whom*  the  al- 
lotments were  or  might  be  made,  and  to  remit 
those  drafts  to  the  address  of  such  person  as 
might  be  designated  in  the  allotment  tickets. 
The  resolution  was  then  unanimously  passed. 
The  House  concurred  in  passing  the  resolution, 
and  it  was  approved  by  the  President,  on  the 
sixth  of  February,  1862. 

No.  XX.— The  BUI  to  provide  for  the  better  Or- 
ganisation of  ike  Signal  Department  of  the 
Army. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  ninth  of  January,  1862, 
Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Military  Committee,  report- 
ed a  bill  to  provide  for  the  better  organization  of 
the  signal  department  of  the  army.  On  the 
tenth,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  its  consideration. 
It  provided,  that  the  President  be  authorized  to 
appoint  for  service  during  the  rebellion,  as  many 
signal  officers,  with  the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments 
of  captains,  or  first  lieutenants  of  cavalry,  and , 
as  many  enlisted  men  with  the  rank  and  pay  of 
sergeants  of  cavalry  as  he  might  deem  necessary. 
The  bill  also  made  the  following  appropriations : 
for  the  manufacture  or  purchase  of  signal  equip- 
ments and  signal  stores,  to  equip  and  supply  the 
forces  now  in  the  field,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 
Jor  contingent  expenses  of  the  signal  department, 
one  thousand  dollars.  For  the  manufacture  or 
purchase  of  signal  equipments  and  signal  stores 
for  countersign  signals,  to  prevent  the  collision  of 
friendly  regiments,  thirty-four  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred dollars.  Mr.  Grimes  moved  to  strike  out 
"  captains,"  and  u  first  lieutenants,"  but  after  de- 
bate withdrew  his  motion,  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wilson,  the  first  section,  authorizing  the  President 
to  appoint  signal  officers  was  stricken  out  Mr. 
Sherman  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the 
second  section,  providing  that  officers  temporar- 
ily serving  as  signal  officers,  should  receive  for 
the  time  they  were  so  serving,  the  pay  and  emo- 
luments of  cavalry  officers  of  their  respective 
grades,  but  the  motion  was  lost,  and  the  bill  as 
amended,  passed.  In  the  House,  on  the  seven- 
teenth, Mr.  Blair  reported  from  the  Military*  Com- 
mittee, the  bill  without  amendment,  it  was 
passed,  and  approved  by  the  President,  on  the 
twenty-second  of  February,  1862. 

No.  XXL — The  BUI  making  an  Appropriation 
for  completing  the  Defences  of  the  City  of 
Washington,  and  for  other  purposes. 
In  the  House  of  Representatives,  December 
twentieth,  1861,  Mr.  Stevens,  of  Pennsylvania, 
from  the  Comitteee  of  Ways  and  Means  reported 
a  bill  making  an  appropriation  of  one  hundred 


and  fifty  thousand  dollars  for  completing  the 
defences  of  Washington.  Mr.  Stevens  asked 
for  immediate  action  on  the  bill,  which  was 
recommended  by  the  Chief-Engineer  General 
Barnard.  He  stated  that  the  defensive  system 
of  Washington,  consisted  of  forty-eight  works, 
mounting  over  three  hundred  guns,  some  of 
which  were  of  very  large  size;  and  the  actual 
defensive  perimeter  occupied,  was  about  tUrty- 
five  miles,  exceeding  the  length  of  the  famous 
(and  hitherto  the  most  extensively  fortified  ex- 
temporized field-works)  lines  of  Torres  Vedras 
by  several  miles.  The  bill  was  passed  without  a 
division.  In  the  Senate,  on  the  thirteenth  of  Jan- 
uary, 1868,  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  from 
the  Military  Committee,  to  whofn  the  House  bill 
had  been  referred,  reported  it  without  amendment 
Mr.  Clark,  of  New-Hampshire,  moved  to  amend 
it  by  adding  at  the  end,  that  the  arrearages  of 
all  debts  already  incurred  should  first  be  paid 
out  of  this  sum ;  and  the  amendment  was  agreed 
to.  Mr.  Pearce,  of  Maryland,  and  Mr.  King,  of 
New-York,  opposed  its  passage.  Mr.  Wilkinson, 
of  Minnesota,  moved  further  to  amend,  "  that  no 
part  of  the  sum  hereby  appropriated,  shall  be 
expended  on  any  work  hereafter  to  be  per- 
formed." On  the  twenty-first,  the  Senate  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  bill,  and  Mr. 
Wilkinson's  amendment  was  agreed  to.  Mr. 
Wilson  moved  to  amend  it  by  adding  two  sec- 
I  tions,  uThat  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  the 
twenty-eighth  of  September,  1860,  providing  for 
the  discharge  from  the  service  of  minors  enlisted 
without  the  consent  of  their  parents  or  guard- 
ians, be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  repealed :  Pro- 
vided, That  hereafter  no  person  under  the  age  of 
eighteen  shall  be  mustered  into  the  United  States 
service,  and  the  oath  of  enlistment  taken  by  the 
recruit  shall  be  conclusive  as  to  his  age. 

u  That  no  volunteers  or  militia  from  any  State 
shall  be  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States  on  any  terms  or  conditions  confining  their 
service  to  the  limits  of  said  State  or  vicinity ;  and 
if  any  such  volunteers  or  militia  are  in  service 
contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  act)  the  same 
shall  be  discharged"  Mr.  Powell  moved  to 
amend  by  striking  out  the  words  which  provid- 
ed, that  the  oath  of  enlistment  should  be  final 
and  conclusive  as  to  the  age  of  the  minor.  Mr. 
Wilson  stated  that  under  the  law  of  1850,  per- 
sons were  often  discharged  as  minors,  who  wero 
twenty-four  or  twenty-five  years  of  age.  Mr. 
PoweU,  Mr.  Clark,  and  Mr.  Trumbull  opposed 
making  the  oath  of  enlistment  conclusive  as  to 
age.  Mr.  Nesmith,  of  the  Military  Committee, 
believed  it  would  cut  off  very  great  abuses.  Mr. 
Powell's  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  re- 
jected, and  Mr.  Wilson's  amendment  agreed  to 
Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  add  as  a  new  section,  that 
the  tenth  section  of  the  act  of  the  tenth  of  April, 
1806,  shall  read :  u  That  in  time  of  war  or  rebel- 
lion against  the  supreme  authority  of  the  United 
States,  all  persons  who  shall  be  found  lurking 
as  spies,  or  acting  as  such,  in  or  about  the  forti- 
fications, encampments,  posts,  quarters,  or  head* 
quarters  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  or 
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any  of  Diem,  shall  suffer  death  by  sentence  of  a 
general  court-martial."  Mr.  CoUamer,  of  Ver- 
mont, moved  "that  the  amendment  be  amended 
so  as  to  confine  it  to  those  fonnd  lurking  as  spies 
around  any  fortification  or  pott  within  any  of 
that  part  of  the  United  States  which  has  been  or 
may  be  declared  to  be  in  a  state  of  insurrection ;" 
and  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
&CTSjA  to— yeas,  twenty-four ;  nays,  not  counted. 
Mr.  wUson  then  moved  to  amend  by  adding  as  a 
new  section:  "That  the  fifty-fifth  article  of  the 
first  section  of  the  aot  of  April  tenth,  1806, ; 
chapter  twenty,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  so 
amended  as  to  read  as  follows : 

44  Whoever,  belonging  to  the  armies  of  the 
United  States  in  ^foreign  parts,  or  at  any  place 
within  the  United  States,  or  their  territories, 
during  rebellion  against  the  supreme  authority 
of  the  United  States,  shall  force  a  safe-guard, 
shall  suffer  death. 

On  the  twenty-third,  the  Senate  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  bill,  and  the  amendment  to 
the  fifty -fifth  article  of  war  was  agreed  to.  Mr. 
Wilson  then  moved  to  modify  Mr.  Wilkinson's 
amendment,  providing  that  no  part  of  the  money 
appropriated  should  be  expended  on  work  there- 
after performed,  so  that  it  would  apply  to  work 
thereafter  commenced,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 
The  bill  then  passed  without  a  division. 

In  the  House,  on  the  twenty-ninth,  Mr.  Blair 
reported  from  the  Military  Committee,  in  favor  of 
concurring  in  the  Senate  amendment,  excepting 
the  third  section,  providing,  that  no  volunteers 
should  be  mustered  into  the  service,  on  any  con- 
ditions confining  their  service  to  the  limits  of  their 
State,  and  that  the  House  non-concur  in  that 
amendment  The  report  of  the  committee  was 
concurred  in.  The  Senate,  on  the  thirtieth,  dis-  j 
agreed  to  the  amendment  of  the  House  to  the ■ 
Senate  amendments.  The  House  insisted  upon  1 
its  amendment,  asked  a  committee  of  conference, 
and  the  chair  appointed  Mr.  Blair,  of  Missouri 
Mr.  Thomas,  of  Maryland,  and  Mr.  Hickman,  of 
Pennsylvania,  managers  on  the  part  of  the 
House.  On  the  fifth  of  February,  the  Senate,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  insisted  on  its  disagree- 
ment, concurred  in  a  committee  of  conference, 
and  the  chair  appointed  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Mr.  Grimes,  of  Iowa,  and  Mr.  Hender- 
son, of  Missouri,  managers.  In  the  House,  on 
the  ninth,  Mr.  Blair,  from  the  committee  of  con- 
ference, reported  that  the  House  agree  to  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate,  with  an  amendment, 
so  that  it  would  read :  "  That  no  volunteers  or 
militia  from  any  State  or  territory  shall  be  mus- 
tered into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  on 
any  terms  or  conditions  confining  their  services 
to  the  limits  of  such  State  or  territory,  or  their 
vicinity,  beyond  the  number  of  ten  thousand  in 
Missouri,  and  four  thousand  five  hundred  in 
Maryland,  heretofore  authorized  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  8tates,  or  Secretary  of  War, 
to  be  raised  in  said  States.*'  Mr.  Lovejoy  moved 
to  lav  the  report  on  the  table,  but  the  motion 
was  lost,  and  it  was  then  adopted,  without  a 
division.   In  the  Senate,  on  the  tenth,  Mr.  Wil- 


son, from  the  committee  of  conference,  made  a 
report,  which  was  concurred  in;  and  the  bill 
was  approved  by  the  President,  on  the  thirteenth 
of  February,  1862. 

No.  XXII. — The  Bill  providing  for  the  Promul- 
gation of  an  additional  Article  of  War,  pro- 
hibiting OjUcer*  of  the  Army  from  Be  turning 
Fugitive*. n  am  Service  or  Labor. 
In  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  ninth 
of  July,  1801,  Mr.  Lovejoy,  of  Illinois,  introduced 
the  following  resolution,  and  demanded  the  pre- 
vious question  upon  its  passage :  "  That  in  the 
judgment  of  this  House,  it  is  no  part  of  the  duty 
of  the  soldiers  of  the  United  States  to  capture 
and  return  fugitive  slaves."    Mr.  Mallory,  of 
Kentucky,  moved  to  lay  it  upon  the  table—* yeas 
sixty *six ;  nays,  eighty-one.    The  question  recur- 
ring on  agreeing  to  the  resolution,  Mr.  Logan,  of 
Illinois,  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  they 
were  ordered — yeas,  ninety-three;  nays,  fifty- 
five. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  fourth  of  December, 
1861,  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  gave  notice 
of  his  intention  to  introduce  a  bill  to  punish  of- 
ficers and  privates  of  the  army  for  arresting,  de- 
taining, or  delivering  persons  claimed  as  fugitive 
slaves.  Mr.  Lovejoy,  of  Illinois,  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  on  the  fourth  of  December, 
1861,  introduced  a  bill,  making  it  a  penal  offence 
to  capture  or  return,  or  aid  in  the  capture  or  re- 
turn of  fugitive  slaves.  It  was  read,  twice,  and 
its  consideration  postponed  to  the  tenth  of  De- 
cember. In  the  Senate,  on  the  seventeenth  of 
December,  Mr.  Sumner,  of  Massachusetts,  intro- 
duced, and  asked  for  the  immediate  consideration 
of  a  resolution,  providing  that  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  and  the  Militia  be  directed  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  providing,  by  addi- 
tional legislation,  that  our  national  armies  shall 
not  be  employed  in  the  surrender  of  fugitive 
slaves.  Mr.  McDougaU,  of  California,  objecting, 
the  resolution  went  over  under  the  rule;  but  ii 
came  up  for  consideration  the  next,  and  Mr. 
Sumner  stated  that  he  had  received  communica- 
tions in  regard  to  the  outrages  committed  in  the 
armies.  He  said  he  was  glad  to  know  his  friend 
and  colleague,  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  promised  us  at  once  a  bill  to 
meet  this  grievance.  It  ought  to  be  introduced 
promptly,  and  to  be  passed  at  once.  Mr.  Cowan, 
of  Pennsylvania,  apprehended  that  there  need  be 
no  possible  difficulty  whatever  upon  this  ques- 
tion in  any  of  its  aspects.  The  resolution  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wilson,  of  Iowa,  on  the  twenty-third  of 
December,  offered  the  following  resolution,  and 
demanded  the  previous  question  upon  it :  u  That 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  be  requested 
to  report  a  bill  to  this  House,  for  the  enactment 
of  an  additional  article  of  war,  whereby  all  of- 
ficers in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States,  should  be  prohibited  from  using  any  por- 
tion of  the  forces  under  their  respective  com- 
mands for  the  purpose  of  returning  fugitives  from 
service  or  labor,  and  to  provide  for  the  punish* 
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ment  of  such  officers  as  might  violate  said  ar- 
ticle by  dismissal  from  the  service. 

Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  on  the  twenty- 
third  of  December,  introduced  a  bill  in  relation 
to  the  arrest  of  persons  claimed  to  be  held  to 
service  or  labor  by  the  officers  of  the  military 
and  naval  service  of  the  Untied  States ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs.  It  declared  that  officers  in  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States  have,  with- 
out the  authority  of  law,  and  against  the  plain- 
est dictates  of  justice  and  humanity,  caused 
persons  claimed  as  fugitives  from  service  or 
labor  to  be  seized,  held  and  delivered  up ;  and 


of  African  descent ;  and  any  such  officer  so  of 
fending  shall  be  dismissed  from  service' "  Mr. 
Wilson  accepted  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  Senator  from  Vermont  Mr.  Powell  asked 
that  the  bill  be  postponed,  and  the  amendment 
be  printed,  u  in  order  that  we  may  have  some 
time  to  look  into  it"  "The  amendment,"  re- 
plied Mr.  Wilson,  44  is  very  plain  and  simple ;  a 
child  can  comprehend  its  import  I  hope  that 
this  important  bill,  which  ought  to  have  been 
passed  on  the  second  day  of  this  session,  for  the 
honor  of  the  country,  will  not  be  postponed  any 
longer.  44 1  have  drawn  up,"  said  Mr.  Saulsbury, 
44  very  hurriedly,  an  amendment,  which  I  pro- 
an 


that  such  conduct  has  brought  discredit  upon  pose  to  insert  as  an  additional  section:  *  Nor 
our  arms  and  reproach  upon  our  Government  ;  shall  any  soldier  or  officer,  under  like  penalty, 


and  it  therefore  proceeded  to  enact,  that  any  of- 
ficer in  the  military  or  naval  service  of  the 
United  States,  who  should  cause  any  person, 


entice  away  or  detain  any  person  held  to  serv- 
ice or  labor  in  the  United  States,  from  his  or  her 
master  or  owner.1    If  you  adopt,"  said  Mr. 


claimed  to  be  held  to  service  or  labor  by  reason  Saulsbury,  44  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
of  African  descent,  to  be  seized,  held,  detained,  i  Vermont,  you  make  it  penal  for  a  soldier  or  offi- 
or  delivered  up  to  or  for  any  persons  claiming  cer  to  return  even  to  a  loyal  master  or  owner 
such  service  or  labor,  should  be  deemed  guilty  j  his  slave :  but  you  provide  no  penalty  against 
of  a  misdemeanor,  and  should  be  dishonorably  j  any  soldier  or  any  officer  for  depriving  even  a 


discharged,  and  for  ever  ineligible  to  any  ap 
pointment  in  the  military  or  naval  service  of  the 
United  States. 

On  the  sixth  of  January,  1862,  Mr.  Wilson 
reported  back  his  bill  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  with  an  amendment    On  the 


loyal  master  of  the  services  of  his  slave.  My 
amendment  proposes  to  prohibit,  under  the  same 
penalty,  an  officer  or  a  soldier  of  the  army  from 
decoying  or  enticing  away  from  the  service  a 
slave,  or  from  harboring  a  slave." 
Mr.  Rice,  of  Minnesota,  proposed  to  amend  Mr. 


seventh  of  January,  Mr.  Wilson  called  it  up,  Saulsbury's  amendment  by  adding,  44  who  may 
and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  its  consideration,  j  be  a  loyal  citizen  of  the  United  States,"  and  the 
The  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  reported  an ;  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
amendment  to  strike  out  all  of  the  original  bill,  j  Mr.  Collamer  thought  that,  under  Mr.  Saulsbury's 
and  insert  as  a  substitute:  That  it  should  be  un- ;  amendment,  if  any  soldier  wanted  to  get  dis- 
lawful  for  any  officer  in  the  military  or  naval  j  missed  from  the  service,  he  would  have  nothing 
service  of  the  United  States  to  cause  any  person  1  to  do  but  to  entice  a  slave  and  he  would  get  him- 
claimed  to  be  held  to  service  or  labor  by  reason  j  self  and  the  slave  both  dismissed.  44 1  am  op- 
of  African  descent  to  be  seized,  held,  detained,  |  posed,"  said  Mr.  Wilson,  44  to  this  amendment  in 
or  delivered  up  to  or  for  any  person  claiming  j  every  shape  and  form,  and  to  any  legislation  pro- 
such  service  or  labor;  and  any  officer  so  offend- '  tecting,  covering,  or  justifying  slavery  for  loyal 
ing  should  be  discharged  from  service,  and  be  '  or  disloyal  masters.  What  f  want  to  do  is  to 
for  ever  ineligible  to  any  appointment  in  the  mill- ,  put  upon  the  statute-book  of  this  country,  a  pro- 
tary  or  naval  service  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  j  hibition  to  the  officers  of  the  army  from  arrest- 
Saulstmry,  of  Delaware,  moved  its  indefinite ;  ing,  detaining,  and  delivering  up  persons  claimed 
postponement — yeas,  thirteen ;  nays,  twenty- 1  as  fugitives,  by  the  use  of  military  power."  Mr. 
three.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Carlisle,  of  Virginia,  it  Pearco,  of  Maryland,  said :  "  The  Senator  from 
was  temporarily  laid  on  the  table.  |  Massachusetts  objects  to  a  proposition  which 

The  Senate,  on  the  sixteenth  of  January,  on  forbids  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army  from  en- 


motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  took  from  the  table  and 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  punish 
persons  in  the  military  and  naval  service,  for 
arresting  and  delivering  fugitive  slaves.  The 
pending  question  being  on  the  amendment  re- 


tiring, harboring,  or  preventing  the  recovery — 
that  is  the  amount  of  it— of  a  fugitive  slave, 
known  to  be  such,  upon  the  application  of  his 
master,  known  to  be  his  lawful  owner,  according 
to  the  laws  of  the  State  in  which  he  lives.  What 


ported  from  the  Committee  on  Military  A  flairs,  to 1  is  the  effect  of  that  ?  It  is  an  invitation  to  all 
strike  out  the  original  bill,  and  insert  the  amend*  i  the  slaves  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  who  can  do 
ment  as  a  substitute,  Mr.  Collamer,  of  Vermont,  so,  to  resort  to  this  camp,  sure  of  protection  there, 
said  :  44  Without  criticising  at  all  the  form  of  :  first,  because  no  officer  of  the  army  can  order 
expression  of  the  proposed  amendment,  I  offer  their  delivery  up  to  their  master,  however  loyal, 
a  substitute  for  it,  which  I  send  to  the  chair: ;  or  however  indisputable  his  title  may  be  to  that 
4  No  officer  of  the  army  or  navy  of  the  United  \  slave." 

States,  or  of  the  volunteers  or  militia  in  the  The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate ;  and, 
service  of  the  United  States,  shall  assume  or  ex-  \  pending  the  question  of  concurring  in  Mr.  Col- 
ercise  any  military  command  or  authority  to  ar-  lamer' a  amendment,  the  Chair  announced  the 
rest,  detain,  hold  or  control  any  person,  on  ac-  special  order  of  the  day. 

count  of  such  person  being  holden  to  service  as     In  the  House,  Mr.  Blair,  of  Missouri,  on  the 
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twenty-fifth  of  February,  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  a  bill  to  make  an  addi- 
tional article  of  war.  The  bill  provided,  that 
hereafter  the  following  ahall  be  prooMilgated  as 
an  additional  article  of  war  for  the  government 
of  the  army  of  the  United  State*,  and  ahall  be 
obeyed  and  observed  as  such :  44  All  officers  are 
prohibited  from  employing  any  of  the  forces 
under  their  respective  commands  for  the  purpose 
of  returning  fugitives  from  service  or  labor  who 
may  have  escaped  from  any  persons  to  whom 
such  service  or  labor  is  claimed  to  be  due.  Any 
officer  who  shall  be  found  guilty  by  court-mar- 
tial of  violating  this  article  shall  be  dismissed 
from  the  service."  Mr.  Bingham,  of  Ohio,  moved 
to  add,  after  the  word  u  officers,"  the  words  44  or 
persons  in  the  military  or  naval  service  of  the 
United  States ;"  and  the  amendment  was  agreed 
to.  "You,"  said  Mr.  Mallory,  of  Kentucky, 
"  are  deciding,  by  this  article  of  war,  that  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  not  be  per- 
mitted to  send  a  military  force  into  a  State  to 
aid  the  authorities  of  that  State  in  enforcing  a 
national  law  which  stands  on  your  statute-book." 
Mr.  Mallory  wished  to  postpone  the  bill  to  the 
third  Wednesday  in  March.  Mr.  Lovejoy  ob- 
jected to  Mr.  Blair  yielding  the  floor.  Mr.  Blair 
would  yield  the  floor  to  Mr.  Mallory  for  the  pur- 
pose indicated.  Mr.  Bingham  hoped  Mr.  Blair 
would  not  yield  the  floor  to  allow  this  bill  to  be 
postponed  to  the  end  of  March :  u  If  that  practice 
is  to  be  pursued  by  the  army  and  navy  under  the 
American  flag,  it  ought  to  cover  with  midnight 
blackness  every  star  that  burns  upon  its  field  of 
azure,  and  with  everlasting  infamy  the  men  who 
dare  to  desecrate  it  to  such  base  uses."  Mr. 
Vallandigham,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  lay  the  bill 
on  the  table ;  upon  which  Mr.  Bingham  demand- 
ed the  yeas  and  nays — yeas,  forty-four;  nays, 
eighty-seven.  Mr.  Blair  demanded  the  previous 
question  upon  the  bill  and  amendment ;  and  it 
was  ordered.  He  did  not  wish  to  press  the  bill 
to  a  vote  to-night,  and  moved  an  adjournment; 
but  the  motion  was  lost — yeas,  fifty-nine ;  nays, 
sixty-one.  The  question  was  then  taken  on  the 
passage  of  the  bill — yeas,  eighty-three ;  nays, 
forty-two.    So  the  bill  passed  the  House. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  fourth  of  March,  Mr. 
Wilson  reported  back  from  the  Military  Com- 
mittee, without  amendment)  the  House  bill  pro-  j 
viding  for  the  promulgation  of  an  additional  ar- 
ticle of  war,  forbidding  officers  or  persons  in  the  j 
military  and  naval  service,  on  pain  of  dismissal  j 
from  the  service,  to  arrest  or  return  fugitive! 
slaves.    Mr.  Davis  would  like  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment! and  desired  that  the  bill  should  go  over 
until  to-morrow.    Mr.  Wilson  would,  with  the 
understanding  that  we  take  up  the  bill  and  act 
on  it  to-morrow,  withdraw  his  motion  to  proceed 
to  its  consideration,  and  the  proposition  was  as- 
sented to. 

On  the  tenth  of  March,  Mr.  Wilson  moved  to 
take  up  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  make  an  additional  article  of  war.  u  I 
move  to  amend  the  bill,"  said  Mr.  Davis,  44  bv 
inserting  after  the  word  4  due,'  in  the  eleventh 


line  of  the  first  section,  the  words,  4  and  also 
from  detaining,  harboring,  or  concealing  any  such 
fugitive,' "  Mr.  Saulsbury  moved  to  amend  by 
adding  at  toe  end  of  the  first  section,  "That 
this  article  ahall  not  apply  in  the  States  of  Dela- 
ware, Maryland,  Missouri,  and  Kentucky,  nor 
elsewhere  where  the  Federal  authority  is  recog- 
nized or  can  be  enforced  V — Teas,  seven ;  nays, 
thirty.  Mr.  Saulsbury  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  inserting  after  the  word  u  due  "  in  the  eleventh 
line  of  the  first  section,  the  words,  44  or  for  the 
purpose  of  enticing  or  deooying  such  persona, 
held  to  service  or  labor,  from  the  service  of  their 
loyal  masters."  The  question,  being  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays,  resulted— yeas,  ten ;  nay  a,  twen- 
ty-nine. The  bill  was  then  passed — yeas,  twen- 
ty-nine; nays,  nine.  It  was  approved  by  the 
President  on  the  thirteenth  of  March,  1862. 

No.  XXUL—The  Bill  to  provide  for  the  Ap- 
pointment of  Sutlers  in  the  Volunteer  Serv- 
ice, and  to  define  their  Duties. 
In  the  Senate,  on  the  second  of  January,  1862, 
Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  agreeably  to  no- 
tice, introduced  a  bill  for  the  appointment  of  sut- 
lers in  the  volunteers,  and  to  define  their  duties, 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs.    On  the  seventh,  Mr. 
Wilson  reported  it  back  with  amendments.  The 
bill  provided : 

That  the  inspector-generals  of  the  army  should 
constitute  a  board  of  officers,  whose  duty  it 
should  be  to  prepare  a  list  of  such  articles  as 
might  be  sold  by  sutlers  to  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  volunteer  service — the  list  to  be*sub- 
ject  to  such  revision  as,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
board,  the  good  of  the  service  might  require ;  but 
the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  should  be  in  no 
way  authorized  by  the  board.  A  copy  of  the 
list*  and  of  any  subsequent  change  therein,  and 
a  copy  of  the  act  should  be  furnished  by  the 
board  to  the  commanding  officer  of  each  brigade 
and  of  each  regiment  not  attached  to  any  brigade 
in  the  volunteer  service. 

That  the  acting  brigadier-general,  surgeon, 
quartermaster,  and  commissary  of  a  brigade 
should  constitute  a  board  of  officers,  whose  duty 
it  shall  be  to  affix  to  each  article  in  the  list  a 
price  for  said  brigade,  which  should  be  by  them 
forthwith  reported  to  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  division,  if  any,  to  which  said  brigade  is  at 
tached,  for  his  approval,  with  or  without  modi 
fication,  and  who  should,  after  such  approval, 
report  the  same  to  the  iDspector-general ;  and  the 
same,  if  not  disapproved  oy  him,  should  be  the 
price  not  exceeding  which  said  articles  might  be 
sold.  Whenever  any  brigade  should  not  be  at- 
tached to  a  division,  said  prices  should  then  be 
reported  directly  to  the  inspector-genoral,  and  if 
approved  by  him,  should  be  the  price  fixed  for 
such  brigade  as  aforesaid;  and  whenever  any 
regiment  should  be  unattached  to  any  brigade, 
the  acting  colonel,  lieutenant-colonel,  major,  anjl 
two  senior  captains  thereof  should  constitute  the 
board  of  officers  by  whom  the  price  of  the  ar- 
ticles should  be  fixed  for  said  regiment  in  the 


DOCUMENTS. 


25 


same  manner  as  was  provided  for  an  unattached 
brigade.  The  prices  so  fixed  might  be  changed 
by  the  board*  respectively  from  time  to  time  not 
oftcner  than  once  in  thirty  days. 

That  it  should  be  the  duty  of  the  commanding 
officer  of  each  brigade,  upon  receipt  of  a  copy  of  j 
the  list  and  copy  of  the  act,  to  cause  one  sutler , 
for  eatrh  regiment  in  his  brigade,  to  be  selected  . 
by  the  commissioned  officers  of  snch  regiment,  ! 
which  selection  should  be  by  him  reported  to  the  - 
adjutant-general  of  the  army ;  and  if  the  same 
was  not  disapproved  by  the  Secretary  of  War, 
the  person  so  selected  should  be  commissioned 
as  sole  sutler  of  the  regiment    Any  vacancy  in 
the  office  of  sutler,  caused  by  the  disapproval  of 
the  Secretary  of  War  or  from  any  other  cause, 
should  be  filled  in  the  same  way  as  an  original 
appointment 

That  the  sutlers  chosen  and  commissioned 
should  each  be  authorized  to  sell  to  the  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  regiment  for  which  he  had 
been  chosen  the  articles  designated  in  the  list 
provided  in  the  act,  and  none  others,  and  at 
prices  not  exceeding  those  affixed  to  the  articles.  ! 
He  should  keep  the  list,  together  with  a  copy  of 
the  act,  potted  up  in  some  conspicuous  part  of 
the  place  where  ne  made  his  sales. 

That  it  should  be  the  duty  of  the  inspector- 
general  to  cause  the  place  of  sale  and  articles 
kept  for  that  purpose,  by  the  sutlers,  to  be  in- 1 
spected  from  time  to  time,  once  in  fifteen  days  at 
least,  by  some  competent  officer,  and  such  chang- : 
es  in  the  place,  or  in  the  quality  and  character ' 
of  the  articles  mentioned  in  the  list  so  kept  as 
should  be  required  by  said  officer,  should  be  con- : 
formed  to  by  each  sutler.  ! 

That  there  should  be  no  sutler  appointed  for 
or  permitted  to  sell  to  or  trade  with  the  officers 
or  soldiers  of  any  regiment  in  the  volunteer  ser- 
vice except  such  as  should  be  selected  and  com- 
missioned in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of 
this  act 

That  any  sutler  who  should  violate  any  of  the 
provisions  of  this  act  should,  upon  conviction 
thereof,  be  dismissed  from  the  service  and  be  in- 
eligible to  a  reappointment,  and  should  forfeit  all 
goods,  chattels,  and  effects  found  within  the  lines 
of  the  army  at  the  time  of  such  violation,  one 
half  to  the  use  of  the  United  States  and  the  other 
half  to  the  use  of  the  person  or  persons  who 
should  furnish  such  evidence  as  should  lead  to  a 
conviction  for  any  such  violation. 

The  Military  Committee  proposed  to  amend  the 
first  section,  requiring  reports  to  be  made  to  the 
adjutant-general  instead  of  the  inspector-gen- 
erals, and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to.  The 
Committee  proposed  to  strike  out  the  provision 
prohibiting  the  appointment  of  a  sutler  except 
such  as  should  be  selected  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act,  and  insert  that  "  no  person  shall 
be  permitted  to  act  as  sutler  unless  appointed 
according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act ;  nor  shall 
any  person  be  sutler  for  more  than  one  regiment ; 
nor  shall  any  sutler  farm  out  or  underlet  the  bu- 
siness of  sutling  or  the  privileges  granted  to  him 
>y  his  appointment ;  nor  shall  any  officer  of  the 


army  receive  from  any  sutler  any  money,  or 
other  presents;  and  any  officer  receiving  such 
presents,  directly  or  indirectly,  shall  be  dismissed 
from  the  service.  No  sutler  shall  sell  to  an  en- 
listed man  on  credit  to  a  sum  exceeding  one  fourth 
of  his  monthly  pay  within  the  same  month ;  nor 
shall  the  regimental  quartermasters  allow  the  use 
of  army  wagons  for  sutlers'  purposes,  nor  shall 
the  quartermasters'  conveyances  be  used  for  the 
transportation  of  sutlers'  supplies :  Provided, 
That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  so  con- 
strued as  to  give  sutlers  a  lien  upon  any  part  of 
the  soldier's  pay."  The  amendment  was  agreed 
to.  Mr.  Lane,*  of  Kansas,  moved  to  strike  out 
all  after  the  enacting  clause  and  insert  as  a  sub- 
stitute :  "  That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of 
February,  1862,  the  position  of  regimental  and 
brigade  sutlers  shall  be  abolished  in  the,  army  of 
the  United  States,  regular  and  volunteer  forces.1' 
Mr.  Lane  declared  regimental  sutlers  unneces- 
sary to  the  service ;  the  sutler  was  an  actual  in- 
jury to  the  service.  Mr.  Wilson  had  intended, 
when  he  moved  in  the  matter  early  in  the  ses- 
sion, to  abolish  the  sutlers  and  adopt  a  system 
such  as  we  had  in  the  navy ;  but  after  consulting 
with  the  Quartermaster-General,  the  Commissary- 
General,  the  Inspector-Generals,  the  officers  in 
the  field,  and  with  gentlemen  of  large  experience, 
he  had  found  it  very  difficult  to  apply  to  the  land 
volunteer  force  the  system  so  successfully  work- 
ing in  the  navy.  Ho  therefore  proposed  to 
regulate  rather  than  abolish.  Mr.  Ten  Eyck,  of 
New-Jersey,  thought  the  bill  proposed  would 
correct  the  abuses  complained  of.  Mr.  Wilkin- 
son, of  Minnesota,  was  opposed  to  the  bill,  and 
in  favor  of  the  motion  of  Mr.  Lane.  Mr.  Fes- 
senden  was  in  favor  of  some  bill  that  would  cor- 
rect the  abuses,  and  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Wil- 
son struck  him  favorably.  Mr.  Carlisle  moved 
to  recommit  the  bill  with  instructions  to  report  a 
bill  providing  for  a  tobacco  ration,  and  abolishing 
sutlers  altogether.  Mr.  Grimes  hoped  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Carlisle  would  not  be  adopted.  Mr.  Oar- 
lisle  would  "  strike  at  the  existence  of  these  offi- 
ces ;  cut  them  down  if  they  are  unnecessary ; 
guard  the  soldier  in  the  field  from  the  sharks 
that  are  now  following  the  army,  that  are  absorb- 
ing what  a  generous  Government  is  giving  to  its 
soldiers  for  their  services,  and  that  are  throwing, 
as  I  know  is  the  case  in  my  own  portion  of  the 
country,  on  the  charities  of  those  with  whom  the 
families  of  the  soldiers  reside  to  furnish  to  them 
the  means  of  support"  On  the  thirteenth,  the 
Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill, 
the  pending  question  being  on  Mr.  Carlisle's 
motion  to  recommit  with  instructions.  Mr.  Hale 
was  for  the  abolition  of  sutlerships  altogether. 
Mr.  Wilson  said  if  Senators  did  not  wish  to  pass 
the  bill  there  was  but  one  other  plan  to  adopt, 
and  that  was  to  authorise  the  Government  to 
furnish  the  needed  articles,  and  to  authorise 
quartermasters  to  draw  for  them  and  deliver 
them  to  soldiers  at  cost  prices.  Mr.  Oollamer 
suggested  the  modification  of  Mr.  Carlisle's 
amendment  so  that  tobacco  may  be  furnished  to 
soldiers  who  would  pay  for  it ;  and  the  motion 
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was  so  modified.  On  the  twenty-ninth,  the  Senate 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  Mr.  Wil- 
son stated  that  his  original  purpose  was  to  rid 
the  service  of  sutlers  and  adopt  a  system  such 
as  existed  in  the  navy ;  and  be  had  prepared  with 
some  care  such  a  bill,  and  he  was  ready  to  pre- 
sent it  But  u  on  reflection,  on  all  the  examin- 
ation T  can  give  the  subject,  on  inquiry  at  the 
War  Office,  at  the  commissary  department,  at 
the  quartermaster's  department,  on  consultation 
with  officers  in  the  field,  I  am  satisfied  that  the 
original  bill  as  it  was  reported  by  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  which  is  a  bill  of  regulation, 
will  correct  nearly  all  the  abuses  that  now  exist 
I  therefore  prefer  to  make  an  amendment  to  the 
first  section  of  the  original  bill,  an  amendment 
which  I  have  prepared,  on  consultation  with  sev< 
eral  officers  in  the  field,  and  with  persons  who 
understand  the  subject 

"  I  propose  to  add  to  the  first  sentence  of  the 
first  section  of  the  bill  the  list  of  articles  that 
we  propose  to  allow  sutlers  to  sell.  This  list 
may  be  modified  and  changed  by  the  inspec- 
tor-generals of  the  army,  from  time  to  time,  as 
they  see  fit  I  propose  to  amend  the  first  section 
of  the  bill  so  it  will  read :  That  the  Inspector- 
General  of  the  army  shall  constitute  a  board  of 
officers,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  prepare,  im- 
mediately after  the  passage  of  this  act,  a  list  or 
schedule  of  the  following  articles,  which  may  bo 
sold  by  sutlers  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
volunteer  service,  to  wit :  Apples,  dried  apples, 
oranges;  figs,  lemons,  butter,  cheese,  milk,  sirup- 
molasses,  raisins,  candles,  crackers,  wallets, 
brooms,  comforters,  boots,  pocket  looking-glass- 
es, tin  glasses,  tin  wash-basins,  shirt-buttons, 
horn  and  braes  buttons,  newspapers,  books,  to- 
bacco, segars,  pipes,  matches,  blacking,  blaj&ing- 
brushes,  clothes-brushes,  tooth-brushes,  hair- 
brushes, coarse  and  fine  combs,  -emery,  cro- 
cus, pocket-handkerchiefs,  stationery,  armor-oil, 
sweet-oil,  rotten  stone,  razor-strops,  razors,  shav- 
ing-soap, soap,  suspenders,  scissors,  shoe-strings, 
needles,  thread,  knives,  pencils,  and  Bristol- 
brick."  The  amendment  was  agreed  to.  Mr. 
Lane's  motion  to  amend,  by  striking  out  all  after 
the  enacting  clause,  and  inserting  a  provision 
abolishing  sutlerships  altogether,  was  lost  The 
bill  was  then  passed  without  a  division.  In  the 
House,  on  the  fifth  of  March,  Mr.  Blair,  from  the 
Military  Committee,  reported  back  the  Senate 
bill  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  sutlers. 
On  the  tenth,  the  House  resumed  its  considera- 
tion. The  Military  Committee  reported  an 
amendment,  striking  out  the  enumerated  list  of 
articles  in  the  first  section,  and  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to.  The  neat  amendment  proposed 
to  strike  out  the  third  section,  providing  for  the 
appointment  of  antlers  by  the  officers  of  regi- 
ments, and  have  them  appointed  as  provided  by 
law.  The  amendment  was  lost  The  Commit- 
tee reported  an  amendment  to  the  fourth  section, 

Othe  sutler  a  lien  on  one  sixth  of  the  of- 
and  soldiers'  pay.  Mr.  Thomas,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, proposed  to  amend  the  section  so  as  to 
declare  that  the  sutler  should  have  no  legal  claim 


upon  any  officer,  non-commissioned  officer,  or 
private*  to  an  amount  exceeding  one  fourth  of 
his  pay,  for  articles  sold  during  any  month.  The 
I  am  en  am  en  t  was  agreed  to.  On  motion  of  Mr. 
j  White,  of  Indiana,  the  vote  striking  out  the  list 
of  articles  in  the  first  section  was  reconsidered, 
and  the  amendment  rejected.  Mr.  Wright,  of 
Pennsylvania,  proposed  to  modify  the  Commit- 
tee's amendment  to  the  fourth  section*  so  that 
sutlers  might  have  a  lien  on  the  soldiers*  pay, 
provided  that  they  shall  be  allowed  to  sell  only 
the  articles  designated  in  the  list  or  schedule 
provided  in  the  act,  and  none  others,  and  at 
prices  not  exceeding  those  affixed  to  s*Vl  articles, 
as  herein  provided,  and  the  sectiou  was  so 
amended.  The  seventh  section  was  so  an.  nded 
as  to  provide  that  any  sutler  who  should  violate 
any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act  should,  by  the 
colonel,  with  consent  of  the  council  of  adminis- 
tration, be  dismissed  from  the  service.  Mr.  Aid- 
rich,  of  Minnesota,  proposed  a  new  section,  pro- 
viding that  any  regiment  should  have  the  power 
to  dispense  with  a  sutler,  whenever  a  majority 
of  the  regiment  should,  so  determine  ;  but  the 
amendment  was  lost  Mr.  Blake,  of  Ohio,  moved 
to  substitute  for  the  bill  an  amendment,  provid- 
ing that  the  office  of  sutler  in  the  volunteer  ser- 
vice of  the  army  of  the  United  States  should  be 
abolished  :  Provided,  That  the  act  take  effect, 
and  be  in  force  from  and  after  the  first  day  of 
the  coming  May.  The  amendment  was  reject- 
ed, and  the  bill  as  amended  passed  without  a 
division.  In  the  Senate,  on  the  eleventh,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  Senate  disagreed  to 
the  House  amendments  to  the  sutler's  bill, 
asked  a  committee  of  conference,  and  the  chaii 
appointed  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Howard,  and  Mr. 
Wright  conferees.  The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Blair,  agreed  to  a  conference,  and  the  Speaker 
appointed  Mr.  Blair,  of  Missouri,  Mr.  McPherson, 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  Mr.  Richardson,  of  Illinois, 
conferees  on  the  part  of  the  House.  On  the 
fourteenth  of  March,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  com- 
mittee of  conference,  reported  that  the  Senate 
recede  from  its  disagreement  to  the  first*  fourth, 
fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh  amendments  of  the 
House  ;  that  the  Senate  recede  from  its  disa- 
greement to  the  second  amendment  of  the  tlouse, 
which  gave  a  lien  of  one  sixth  on  the  monthly 
pay  of  officers  and  privates,  with  a  proviso,  that 
if  any  paymaster  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  should  allow,  or  pay  any  greater  sum  to 
any  sutler  than  that  thereby  authorized  to  be  re- 
tained from  the  pay  of  the  officers,  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  musicians,  or  privates,  for  articles 
sold  by  any  sutler  during  an y  one  month,  then 
the  amount  so  allowed  or  paid  by  the  paymas- 
ter should  be  charged  ajpunai  the  said  paymas- 
ter, and  deducted  from  his  pay,  and  returned  to 
the  officer,  non-commissioned  officer,  musician, 
or  private,  against  whom  the  amount  was  origin- 
ally charged.  And  any  captain  or  lieutenant 
commanding  a  company,  who  might  certify  any 
pay-roll,  hearing  a  charge  in  favor  of  the  sutler 
against  any  officer,  non-commissioned  officer, 
musician,  or  private,  larger  or  greater  than  one 
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sixth  of  the  monthly  pav  of  such  officer,  non- 
com  missioned  officer,  musician,  or  private,  should 
be  punished  at  the  discretion  of  a  court-martial ; 
that  the  Senate  recede  from  its  disagreement  to 
the  eighth  amendment  of  the  House  with  an 
amendment  providing  that  the  sutler  dismissed 
for  violation  of  the  laws  should,  in  addition,  be 
ineligible  to  a  reappointment  as  sutler  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States.  The  report  was 
concurred  in.  The  House,  on  -the  seventeenth, 
adopted  the  report  of  the  conference  committee 
made  by  Mr.  Blair,  and  the  President  approved 
the  bill  on  the  nineteenth  of  March,  1802. 

No.  XX TV. — Joint  Resolution  authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  accept  Moneys  appro- 
priated by  any  State  for  the  Payment  of  its 
Volunteer*. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  eleventh  of  March,  1862, 
Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Military  Committee,  re- 
ported a  joint  resolution  to  authorize  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  accept  moneys  appropriated 
any  State  for  the  payment  of  its  volunteers,  am 
to  apply  the  same  as  directed  by  such  State. 

It  authorized  the  Secretary  of  War,  if  any 
State  during  the  present  rebellion  should  make 
any  appropriation  to  pay  the  volunteers  of  that 
State,  to  accept  the  same,  and  cause  it  to  be  ap- 
plied by  the  Paymaster-General  to  the  payments 
designed  by  the  legislative  act  making  the  appro- 
priation, in  the  same  manner  as  if  appropriated 
by  act  of  Congress ;  and  also  to  make  any  regu- 
lations that  might  be  necessary  for  the  disburse- 
ment and  proper  application  of  such  funds  to  the 
specific  purpose  for  which  they  might  be  appro- 
priated by  the  several  States.  On  the  twelfth,  it 
was  considered  and  passed. 

The  House,  on  the  thirteenth,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Blair,  referred  it  to  the  Military  Committee, 
and  on  the  nineteenth  Mr.  Olin,  of  New- York,  re- 
ported it  back  without  amendment  After  de- 
bate, in  which  Mr.  Olin,  Mr.  Stevens,  and  Mr. 
Edwards  took  part,  the  joint  resolution  was 
passed  It  was  approved  by  the  President  on 
the  nineteenth  of  March,  1802. 

Xo.  XXV. — The  Joint  Resolution  authorizing 
the  President  to  assign  the  Command  of  Troops 
in  the  same  Field  or  Department  to  Officers  of 
the  same  Grade,  without  regard  to  Seniority. 
In  the  Senate,  on  the  fourteenth  of  March,  1862, 
Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  reported  a  joint  resolution 
to  authorize  the  President  to-assign  the  command 
of  troops  in  the  same  field  or  department,  to  offi- 
cers of  the  same  grade,  without  regard  to  senior- 
ity.   It  provided  that  whenever  military  opera- 
tions might  require  the  presence  of  two  or  more 
officers  of  the  same  grade  in  the  same  field  or  | 
department,  the  President  might  assign  the  com- 
mand  without  regard  to  seniority  of  rank ;  and 1 
also  that  he  might  dismiss  from  the  service,  at , 
his  discretion,  without  the  sentence  of  a  court- 
martial,  any  officer  of  the  army,  when,  in  his 
judgment,  the  efficiency  of  the  service  would  be 
promoted.  1 


|  Mr.  Sherman  thought  it  a  very  great  power  to 
i  authorize  the  President,  at  his  discretion,  to  dis- 
miss an  officer.  Mr.  McDougall  desired  that  the 
resolution  rihould  lie  over  for  consideration.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  Senate,  on  the  scven- 
:  tecuth,  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
|  tion.  After  remarks  by  Mr.  Hale  and  Mr.  Nes- 
mith,  it  was  recommitted  to  the  Military  Cora  mi  t- 
I  tee.  On  the  eighteenth,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the 
Committee,  reported  it  back  with  an  amendment 
to  strike  out  the  words  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent to  dismiss  from  the  service,  at  his  discretion, 
without  the  sentence  of  a  court-martial,  any  offi- 
cer of  the  army,  when  in  his  judgment  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  service  would  be  promoted  thereby ; 
the  amendment  was  agreed  to.  The  joint  reso- 
lution providing  that,  whenever  military  opera- 
tions might  require  the  presence  of  two  or  more 
officers  of  the  same  grade  in  the  same  field  or 
department,  the  President  might  assign  the  com- 
mand of  the  forces  in  .such  field  or  department 
without  regard  to  seniority  of  rank,  was  passed 
without  opposition.  In  the  House,  on  the  second 
of  April,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fenton,  of  New-York, 
the  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Military  Com- 
mittee. Mr.  Olin  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
of  reference,  and  it  was  agreed  to— yeas,  sixty- 
seven;  nays,  twenty -five.  Mr.  Stevens  moved 
that  the  resolution  lie  on  the  table— yeas,  forty- 
four;  nays,  sixty-one.  Mr.  Vallandigham  de- 
manded the  yeas  and  nays  on  its  passage,  and 
they  were  ordered — yeas,  eighty-one ;  nays,  forty. 
So  the  resolution  was  passed,  and  approved  by 
the  President  on  the  fourth  of  April,  1802. 

No.  XXTL— Bill  to  increase  the  Efficiency  of  the 
Medical  Department  of  the  Army. 
In  the  Senate,  on  the  sovonth  of  February, 
1862,  Mr.  Wilson  introduced  a  bill  to  increase 
the  efficiency  of  the  medical  department  of  the 
army,  which  was  read  twice  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  On  the  twenty- 
second,  Mr.  Wilson  reported  it  back  with  an 
amendment  The  Senate,  on  the  twenty -seventh, 
proceeded  to  consider  it,  the  pending  question 
being  on  the  amendment  reported  by  the  Military 
Committee.  The  amendment  proposed  to  strike 
out  all  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  insert  an 
amendment  of  seven  sections,  in  the  nature  of  a 
substitute.  It  provided  that  there  should  be 
added  to  the  present  medical  corps  of  the  army 
ten  surgeons  and  ten  assistant-surgeons,  to  be 
promoted  and  appointed  under  existing  laws; 
twenty  medical  cadets,  and  as  many  hospital 
stewards  as  the  Surgeon-General  might  consider 
necessary  for  the  public  service.  That  the  Sur- 
geon-General should  havo  the  rank,  pay,  and 
emoluments  of  a  brigadier-general  There  should 
l>e  one  assistant  surgeon-general  and  one  medical 
inspector-general  of  hospitals,  each  with  the  rank, 
pay,  and  emoluments  of  a  colonel  of  cavalry  ;  and 
the  medical  inspector-general  should  have,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Surgeon-General,  the  super- 
vision of  all  that  relates  to  the  sanitary  condition 
of  the  army,  whether  in  transports,  quarters,  or 
camps*  and  of  the  hygiene,  police,  discipline,  and 
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efficiency  of  field  and  general  hospital*,  under 
such  regulations  as'  might  thereafter  be  estab- 
lished. That  there  should  be  eight  medioal  in- 
spectors, with  the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments 
each  of  a  lieutenant-colonel  of  cavalry,  and  who 
should  be  charged  with  the  duty  of  inspecting 
the  sanitary  condition  of  transports,  quarters, 
and  camps,  of  field  and  general  hospitals,  and 
who  should  report  to  the  medical  inspector-gen- 
eral, under  such  Regulations  as  might  be  there- 
after established,  all  circumstances  relating  to  the 
sanitary  condition  and  wants  of  troops  and  of 
hospitals,  and  to  the  skill,  efficiency,  and  good 
conduct  of  the  officers  and  attendants  connected 
with  the*  medical  department  That  the  Surgeon- 
General,  the  assistant  surgeon-general,  medical 
inspector-general,  and  medical  inspectors,  should 
be  appointed  by  the  President,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  by  selection 
from  the  surgeons  of  the  army,  without  regard  to 
their  rank  when  so  selected.  That  medical  pur- 
veyors should  be  charged,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Surgeon-General,  with  the  selection  and  pur- 
chase of  all  medical  supplies,  including  new  stand- 
ard preparations,  and  of  all  books,  instruments, 
hospital  stores,  furniture,  and  other  articles  re- 

?[uired  for  the  sick  and  wounded  of  the  army, 
n  all  cases  of  emergency  they  might  provide 
such  additional  accommodations  for  the  sick  and 
wounded  of  the  army,  and  might  transport  such 
medical  supplies  as  circumstances  might  render 
necessary,  under  such  regulations  as  might  be 
thereafter  established,  and  should  make  prompt 
and  immediate  issues  upon  all  special  requisitions 
made  upon  them  under  such  circumstances  by 
medical  officers;  and  the  special  requisitions 
should  consist  simply  of  a  list  of  the  articles  re- 
quired, the  quantities  required,  dated,  and  signed 
by  the  medical  officer  requiring  them.  That  when- 
ever the  inspector-general,  or  any  one  of  the  medi- 
cal inspectors,  should  report  an  officer  of  the  med- 
ical corps  as  disqualified,  by  age  or  otherwise,  for 
promotion  to  a  higher  grade,  or  unfitted  for  the 
performance  of  his  professional  duties,  he  should 
be  reported  by  the  Surgeon-General  for  examina- 
tion to  a  medical  board,  as  provided  by  the  seven- 
teenth section  of  the  act  approved  August  third, 
1861. 

Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  amend  the  fourth  sec- 
tion by  striking  out  the  word  "  surgeons  "  and 
inserting  the  words  "  medical  corps,  so  that  it 
would  provide  that  the  Surgeon-General,  the  as- 
sistant surgeon-general,  medical  inspector-gen- 
eral, and  medical  inspectors  should  be  appoint- 
ed from  the  medical  corps  of  the  army,  instead 
of  the  surgeons.  After  debate,  in  which  Mr. 
Foster.  Mr.  Rice,  Mr.  Grimes,  Mr.  Wilson,  and 
Mr.  Sherman  participated,  the  amendment  to 
the  amendment  was  agreed  ta  Mr.  Grimes  then 
move*  to  amend  the  same  section  by  adding  after 
the  words  inserted  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  the 
words  44  or  of  the  volunteer  medical  corps  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,"  so  that  the  officers 
might  be  selected  from  the  medical  corps  of  the 
army  or  of  the  volunteers.  After  debate,  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Grimes  to  the  amendment  of 


the  Military  Committee  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Hale 
moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  words  u  by 
selection  from  the  medical  corps  of  the  army,  or 
from  the  volunteer  medical  corps  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  without  regard  to  their 
rank  when  so  selected ;"  so  that  the  President 
could  select  in  or  out  of  the  military  service ;  but 
the  amendment  was  rejected.  Mr.  Latham,  of 
California,  moved  that  volunteer  surgeons  should 
be  examined  for  their  appointments ;  but  the 
amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sherman,  the  amendment  of 
the  Military  Committee  was  amended  by  striking 
out  the  words,  44  that  the  Surgeon-General  shall 
have  the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  a  briga- 
dier-general." The  amendment  of  the  Military 
Committee  that  the  assistant  surgeon-general, 
and  the  medical  inspector-general  of  hospitals 
should  have  the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of 
colonels  of  cavalry,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sher- 
man, the  words  "colonels  of  cavalry "  were 
stricken  out,  and  44  surgeons  of  ten  years*  serv- 
ice" inserted.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Sherman,  the 
amendment  was  further  amended,  so  that  the 
medical  inspectors  should  have  the  rank,  pay, 
and  emoluments  of  44  assistant  surgeons  of  ten 
years'  service,"  instead  of  "lieutenant-colonels 
of  cavalry."  '  On  motion  of  Mr.  Grimes,  it  was 
amended  so  that  the  provisions  of  the  bill  should 
continue  only  during  the  rebellion,  and  the 
amendment  of  the  Military  Committee,  as  amend- 
ed, was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  as  amended,  pass- 
ed without  a  division. 

The  House,  on  the  eleventh,  referred  the  bill 
to  the  Military  Committee,  and  on  the  twelfth  it 
was  reported  back  by  Mr.  Blair,  with  an  amend- 
ment, in  the  nature  of  a  substitute;  the  substi- 
tute being  the  original  bill  reported  by  the  Sen- 
ate Military  Committee. '  On  the  eighteenth,  the 
House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill,  the  pend 
ing  question  being  on  the  substitute  reported  by 
the  Military  Committee.  Mr.  Blair,  of  Missouri, 
Mr.  McPherson,  of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Sherman, 
of  New-York,  Mr.  Blake,  of  Ohio,  and  Mr.  Kel- 
°f  Illinois,  discussed  its  provisions.  Mr. 
Sherman,  of  New- York,  moved  to  amend  the  sub- 
stitute by  adding,  at  the  end  of  the  first  section, 
44  that  their  pay,  and  that  of  all  hospital  stew- 
ards in  the  volunteer  as  well  as  in  the  regular 
service,  shall  be  forty-five  dollars  per  month  and 
one  ration,  to  be  computed  from  the  passage  of 
this  act."  On  the  ninth  of 'April,  the  House  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  bilL  After  de- 
bate, Mr.  Sherman's  amendment  was  agreed  ta 
Mr.  McPherson,  of  Pennsylvania,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  proposed  substitute  by  striking  ont 
the  words  44  the  Surgeon-General  to  be  appointed 
under  this  act  shall  have  the  rank,  pay,  and 
emoluments  of  a  brigadier-general ;"  but  after  de- 
bate it  was  rejected.  Mr.  Wallace,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  word 
44  regular,"  so  that  the  appointments  could  be 
made  from  the  volunteer  or  regular  forces.  The 
amendment  was  agreed  to,  the  substitute  report- 
ed by  the  Military  Committee,  as  amended,  wai 
adopted,  and  the  bill  passed. 
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eration  of  the  bill ;  it  was  amended  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Wilson,  so  as  to  apply  only  to  soldiers  in 
permanent  hospitals,  and  passed  without  a  divi 
sion.  In  the  House,  on  the  twelfth,  the  bill  was 
taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fenton,  of  New-York. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Richardson,  of  Illinois,  it  was 
so  amended  as  to  require  the  consent  of  the  en- 
listed man  to  his  discharge  by  the  medical  in- 
spectors. It  was  then  passed  without  a  division. 
The  Senate,  on  the  same  day,  concurred  in  the 
House  amendment,  and  it  was  approved  by  the 
President  on  the  fourteenth  of  May,  1862. 

No.  XXVUi.—Bill  to  authorise  the  Appoint- 
ment of  Medical  Storekeeper* 
In  the  Senate,  on  the  seventh  of  May,  1863, 
Mr.  Wilson  reported  from  the  Military  Commit- 
tee a  bill  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  medi- 
cal storekeepers.  It  authorised  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  add  to  the  medical  department  of  the  ar- 


The  Senate,  on  the  tenth,  proceeded  to  consider 
the  amendment  of  the  House,  and,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Wilson,  the  Senate  disagreed  to  it,  asked  a 
committee  of  conference,  and  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr. 
Lane,  of  Indiana,  and  Mr.  Nesmith,  were  ap- 
pointed* managers.  The  House  insisted  on  its 
amendments,  agreed  to  the  committee  of  confer- 
ence, and  the  Speaker  appointed  Mr.  Blaif,  of 
Missouri,  Mr.  McPheraon,  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
Mr.  Steele,  of  New- York,  managers  on  the  part 
of  the  House. 

On  the  fourteenth,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  com 
mittee  of  conference,  reported  that  41  the  Senate 
concur  in  the  amendment  of  the  Hodse  to  the 
bill,  with  the  following  amendments :  in  section 
one,  line  seven,  after  the  word  4  service,'  strike 
out  the  words  4  shall  be  forty-five  dollars  per 
month  and  one  ration,'  and  insert  in  lieu  there- 
of the  words  4  shall  be  thirty  dollars  per  month ;' 
and  at  the  end  of  said  section  add  as  follows : 

4  and  all  medical  cadets  in  the  service  shall,  in '  my,  medical  storekeepers,  not  exceeding  six  in 
addition  to  their  pay,  receive  one  ration  per  day,  j  number,  who  were  to  have  the  pay  and  emolu- 
cither  in  kind  or  commutation.'  In  section  sev-  j  ments  of  military  storekeepers  in  the  quarter- 
en  of  said  amendment  of  the  House,  strike  out '  master's  department,  who  were  to  be  skilled 
the  whole  section,  and  in  lieu  thereof  insert  the  j  apothecaries  or  druggists,  who  were  to  give  the 
seventh  section  of  the  original  bill  of  the  Senate, :  bond  and  security  required  by  existing  laws  for 
with  the  following  amendment  thereto :  at  the  end  I  military  storekeepers  in  the  quartermaster's  de- 
of  the  said  seventh  section  of  the  Senate  bill  add  j  partment,  and  to  be  stationed  at  such  points  as  the 
as  follows :  4  Provided,  however.  That  when  this '  necessities  of  the  army  might  require.  The  provi- 
act  shall  expire,  all  officers  who  shall  have  been  I  sions  of  the  bill  were  to  remain  in  force  only  during 
promoted  from  the'medical  staff  of  the  army  un-  the  continuance  of  the  rebellion.  On  the  eighth, 
dur  this  act  shall  retain  their  respective  rank  in  the  Senate  proceeded  to  its  consideration,  and 
the  army  with  such  promotion  as  they  would  amended  it  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  by  adding 
have  been  entitled  to.  The  Senate  concurred  i  a  section,  providing  that  the  President  was  au- 
in  the  report  On  the  fifteenth,  Mr.  Blair  report-  \  thorized  to  appoint,  if  he  should  deem  it  nccea- 
e<l  to  the  House,  and  the  report  was  agreed  to. j  sary,  a  chaplain  for  each  permanent  hospital. 
So  the  bill  passed,  and  was  approved  by  the  -  whose  pay,  with  that  of  chaplains  of  hospitals 
President  on  the  sixteenth  of  April,  1862.  heretofore* appointed  by  him,  should  be  the  same 

vv<rm     __  ^     .     ,A  A         _.   I  as  that  of  regimental  chaplains  in  the  volunteer 

No  XXVII.-- The  Bill  to  fwhtatt i  the  2>w-  forc(N  and  who  8houjd  be  Huhieet  to  BUch  n)Ies  in 

charge  of  Enluted  Men  forPhysical  Disability,  j  relation  to  leave  of  absence  from  duty  as  were 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-filnth  of  April, '  prescribed  for  commissioned  officers  of  the  army. 

18(32,  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced  •  It  was  then  passed.    In  the  House,  on  the  flf- 

bill  to  facilitate  the  discharge  of  enlisted  men  teenth,  Mr.  Blair  reported  back  the  bill  from  the 


Military  Committee,  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion, and  under  its  operation  it  was  passed.  It 
was  approved  by  the  President  on  the  tweuticth 
of  May,  1862. 

No.  XXIX. — A  Bill  providing  that  Company 
Officers  of  Volunteers  should  be  paitl  on  the 
Pay -Roll  of  their  Regiment  or  Company,  ex- 
cept when  on  Detached  Service. 
In  the  House,  on  the  twenty-second  of  June, 
1862,  Mr.  Kellogg,  of  Michigan,  introduced  a  bill 
providing  that  officers  of  volunteers  should  be 
paid  on  the  pay-rolls  of  the  regiments  or  coinpa- 
of  the  discharge but  it  was  provided  that  every  j  nies  to  which  they  belonged,  which  was  read 
such  certificate  should  appear  on  its  face  to  have  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
been  founded  on  personal  inspection  of  the  sol-  Affairs.  On  the  thirteenth,  Mr.  Dunn,  of  India- 
dier  discharged,  and  should  specifically  describe  na,  reported  it  back  without  amendment  It 
the  nature  and  origin  of  his  disability  ;  and  that  provided  that  company  officers  of  volunteers 
the  discharge  should  be  without  prejudice  to  the  1  should  be  paid  on  the  muster  and  pay-rolls  of 
right  of  the  soldier  to  the  pay  due  him  at  its  their  company,  party,  or  detachment,  and  not 
date.  i  otherwise,  except  when  such  officer  should  be  on 

On  the  ninth,  the  Senate  resumed  the  consid- ;  detailed  service  without  troops,  or  on  leave  of  ab- 


for  physical  disability,  which  was  read  twice  and 
referred  to  the  Military  Committee.  On  the  se- 
cond of  May,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee, 
reported  it  back  without  amendment 

It  empowered  the  medical  inspector  general,  or 
any  medical  inspector,  to  discharge  from  the  serv- 
ice of  the  United  States  any  soldier  or  enlisted 
man  laboring  under  any  physical  disability  which 
made  it  disadvantageous  to  the  service  that  he 
be  retained  therein  ;  and  the  certificate  in  writ- 
ing of  the  inspector  general  or  medical  inspector, 
setting  forth  the  existence  and  nature  of  such 
physical  disability,  was  to  be  sufficient  evidence 
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sence.    The  bill  was  passed  without  m  division 
The  Senate,  on  the  fourteenth,  on  motion  of  Mr 
"Wilson,  took  it  np,  considered,  and  passed  it 
and  it  was  approved  by  the  President  on  the 
eighteenth  of  June,  1862. 

No.  XXX.— BiH  to  limit  the  Number  of  Major 
General*  and  Brigadier-  Genera  U  to  be  ap* 
pointed. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  second  of  May,  1862. 
Mr.  Grimes  introduced  a  bill  to  limit  the  appoint- 
ment of  major-generals  and  brigadier-generals  in 
the  army  and  volunteers,  which  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 
On  the  fifth,  Mr.  Wilson  reported  it  back  with 
an  amendment  It  provided  for  the  appointment 
of  twenty  major-generals,  and  two  hundred  bri- 
gadier-generals. The  amendment  proposed  to 
make  the  number  of  major-generals  u  thirty  "  in- 
stead of  "  twenty."  The  amendment  was  agreed 
to,  Mr.  Hale  moved  to  strike  out  41  two  hun- 
dred," and  insert  44  one  hundred  and  eighty." 
The  Senate,  on  the  seventh,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wilson,  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill, 
the  pending  question  being  on  Mr.  Hale's  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  further  debated  by  Mr.  Wilson, 
Mr.  Bale,  Mr.  Harris,  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  Mr. 
Ten  Eyck,  Mr.  Chandler,  and  Mr.  Grimes.  The 
Senate  resumed  its  consideration  on  the  eighth, 
and  the  vote  was  taken  on  Mr.  Hale's  amendment, 
and  it  was  lost — yeas,  sixteen ;  nays,  nineteen. 
The  bill  was  then  passed  as  amended.  The 
House  referred  it  to  the  Military  Committee,  and 
Mr.  Olin,  on  the  tenth  of  June,  reported  it  back 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  should  not  pass, 
and  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

No.  XXXI.— The  BUI  to  provide  Additional 
Medical  Officers  of  the  Volunteer  Service. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  ninth  of  June,  1862,  Mr. 
Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced  a  bill  to 
provide  for  additional  medical  officers,  which  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Military  Commit- 
tee. On  the  tenth,  the  bill  was  reported  back  by 
Mr.  Wilson  without  amendment  It  authorized 
the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  forty  surgeons,  and , 
one  hundred  and  twenty  assistant-surgeons  of 
volunteers,  who  were  to  have  the  rank,  pay,  and  ' 
emoluments  of  officers  of  corresponding  grades  - 
in  the  regular  army,  but  no  person  was  to  be  ap- 
pointed to  any  of  those  positions  unless  he 
should  have  been  previously  examined  by  a. 
board  of  medical  officers  to  be  appointed  by  the  f 
Secretary  of  War,  and  vacancies  in  the  grade  of 
surgeon  were  to  be  filled  by  selection  from  the 
grade  of  assistant-surgeon,  on  the  ground  of 
merit  only.  The  act  was  to  continue  in  force 
only  during  the  existence  of  the  rebellion.  The 
Senate,  on  the  eleventh,  proceeded  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill,  and  after  debate,  in  which 
Mr-.  Wilson,  Mr.  Grimes,  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Foster, 
Mr.  Browning,  and  other  Senators  participated, 
it  was  passed  without  opposition.  In  the  House, 
on  the  thirteenth,  the  bill  was  taken  from  the 


Speaker's  table,  and  Mr.  Blair  moved  to  amend 
it,  by  adding  two  additional  sections,  providing 
that  the  office  of  brigade  surgeon  should  be  abo- 
|  lished,  and  the  officers  of  that  corps  be  hereafter 
[designated  surgeons  of  volunteers,  and  in  all 
other  respects  be  put  upon  the  same  footing  as  to 
rank,  pay,  arid  emoluments  with  the  surgeons 
provided  for  in  the  act  .That  there  should  be 
added  to  each  volunteer  regiment  in  the  service, 
an  assistant-surgeon,  to  be  appointed  according 
to  the  existing  laws  of  the  several  States,  provid- 
ing for  the  appointment  of  regimental  surgeons. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to.    On  motion  of 
Mr.  Trimble,  of  Ohio,  the  bill  was  so  amended  as 
to  provide  that  the  surgeons  appointed  under  this 
act,  should  be  under  forty  years  of  age.  The  bill 
Was  then  passed  as  amended,  without  a  division. 
On  the  seventeenth,  the  Senate  concurred  in  the 
House  amendments,  with  an  amendment  striking 
Out  the  proviso  that  the  surgeon  appointed  under 
the  act  should  be  under  forty  years  of  age.  The 
House  concurred  in  the  Senate  amendment  to  the 
House  amendment    On  the  second  of  July,  the 
President  returned  the  bill  without  his  approval, 
for  the  reason  that  he  had  signed  an  act  with  the 
same  title  intended  to  supersede  it,  and  on  the 
question,  shall  the  bill  pass,  the  Senate  unani- 
mously voted  in  the  negative.    In  the  Senate,  on 
the  twenty-fifth  of  June,  Mr.  Wilson  introduced  a 
bill  to  provide  for  additional  medical  officers  of  the 
volunteer  service.    The  object,  Mr.  Wilson  said, 
Was  to  correct  an  error  in  the  other  bill  then  in 
the  hands  of  the  President  It  was  considered  by 
inanimous  consent,  and  passed.    On  the  twenty- 
sixth  of  June,  the  House  took  from  the  Speaker's 
table  the  bill  on  motion  of  Mr.  Olin,  and,  after  ex- 
planations, it  passed  unanimously,  and  was  ap- 
proved by  the  President,  on  the  second  of  July, 
1862. 

No.  XXXII. — The  Joint  Resolution  'to  encour- 
age Enlistments  in  the  Regular  and  Volunteer 
Forces. 

x  In  the  8enate,  on  the  fourth  of  June,  Mr.  Wil- 
ton introduced  a  joint  resolution  to  encourage 
enlistments  in  the  regular  army  and  volunteer 
forces.  It  proposed  that  so  much  of  the  ninth 
section  of  "  an  act  for  the  better  organization  of 
the  military  establishment"  as  abolished  the 
premium  paid  for  bringing  accepted  recruits  to 
the  rendezvous,  should  be  repealed,  and  a  pre- 
mium of  two  dollars  be  paid  to  any  citizen,  non- 
commissioned officer,  or  soldier,  for  an  accepted 
recruit  for  the  regular  army ;  and  that  every  sol- 
dier who  enlisted,  either  in  the  regular  army  or 
the  volunteers,  for  three  years,  or  during  the 
war,  might  receive  his  first  month's  pay  in  ad- 
vance, upon  the  mustering  of  his  company  into 
Che  service,  or  after  he  should  have  been  mus- 
tered into  and  joined  a  regiment  already  in  the 
service.    It  was  considered  and  passed. 

In  the  House,  on  the  seventeenth,  the  joint 
resolution,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dunn,  of  Indiana, 
was  taken  up,  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Military  Committee.  On  the  eighteenth,  it  was 
reported  back  by  Mr.  Olin,  of  New- York,  and, 
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after  debate,  passed,  and  was  approved  by  the 
President,  on  the  twenty-first  of  June,  1862. 

No.  XXXIIL— Bill  making  Appropriations  far 
the  Support  o/tho  Army. 

The  House,  on  the  fourteenth  of  May,  1862, 
passed  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  the  array,  for  tne  year  ending  the 
thirtieth  of  June,  1863. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-first  of  June, 
Mr.  Fessenden,  from  the  Finance  Committee,  to 
which  it  had  been  referred,  reported  it  back  with 
amendments.  The  Senate  proceeded,  on  the  first 
of  July,  to  consider  the  bill  and  amendments.  The 
House  appropriated  for  the  pay  of  volunteers, 
under  the  acts  of  the  twenty-second  and  twenty- 
fifth  of  July,  1861,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and 
twenty-six  million  two  hundred  and  eighty-three 
thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty-two  dollars. 
The  Committee  on  Finance  proposed  to  amend 
it  by  striking  out  that  amount,  and  inserting  in 
lieu  of  it,  "  one  hundred  and  fifty  million  dol- 
lars :  Provided,  That  the  President  shall  not  be 
authorized  to  increase  the  force  of  volunteers  be- 
yond the  number  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  men,  rank  and  file  ;  nor  to  appoint 

more  than  major-generals,  nor  more  than 

 brigadier-generals.    And  all  acts  and  parts 

of  acts  authorizing  a  larger  force,  or  a  greater 
number  of  major  and  brigadier-generals  than  are 
above  provided  for,  are  nereby  repealed."  Mr. 
King  stated  that  he  was  authorized  by  the  Mili- 
tary Committee  to  oppose  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment  Mr.  Hale  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  so  that  it  would  read  :  u  That  the 
President  sliall  not  be  authorized  to  appoint 
more  tlian  forty  major-generals,  nor  more  than 
two  hundred  brigadier-generals,  and  all  acts  and 
parte  of  acts  authorizing  a  greater  number  of 
major  and  brigadier-generals  than  are  above  pro- 
vided for,  are  nerebv  repealed."  After  debate,  in 
which  Mr.  Hale,  Mr.  King,  Mr.  Fessenden,  Mr. 
Grimes,  Mr.  Dixon,  Mr.  Trumbull,  and  Mr.  Fos- 
ter participated,  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Ine  bill  was  further  amended;  on  motion  of 
Mr.  King,  in  obedience  to  the  instructions  of  the 
Military  Committee,  by  adopting  new  sections, 
providing  "  that  there  should  be  added  to  the 
clerical  force  of  the  Surgeon-General's  office  one 
clerk  of  class  one,  and  one  clerk  of  class  two  ; 
and  there  should  be  added  to  the  clerical  force 
of  the  Paymaster-General's  office"  three  clerks  of 
class  four,  six  clerks  of  class  three,  eleven  clerks 
of  class  two,  and  twenty  clerks  of  class  one ; 
and  that  there  should  be  added  to  the  clerical 
and  other  force  of  the  Adjutant-General's  office 
two  clerks  of  class  four,  two  clerks  of  class  three, 
six  clerks  of  class  one,  and  ten  other  clerks  at  a 
monthly  compensation  of  sixty  dollars  each ;  and 
the  Adjutant-General  might  detail  ten  more  non- 
commissioned officers  of  the  army  as  clerks  in 
his  office.  That  section  five  of  the  4  Act  to  au- 
thorize the  employment  of  volunteers  to  aid  in 
enforcing  the  laws  and  protecting  public  pro- 
perty,' approved  July  twenty-second,  1861 ;  and 
section  five  of  the  4  Act  to  increase  the  present 


military  establishment  of  the  United  States,'  ap- 
proved July  twenty-ninth,  1861,  should  be  so 
construed  as  to  allow  twenty- five  dollars  of  the 
bounty  of  one  hundred  dollars  therein  provided, 
to  be  paid  immediately  after  enlistment  to  every 
soldier  of  the  regular  army  and  volunteer  forces 
thereafter  enlisted  during  the  continuance  of  the 
war  ;  and  the  sum  of  seven  million  five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  is  hereby  appropriated  for 
such  payments.  That  the  President  of  the 
United  Stated  be  authorized,  by  and  with  the 
consent  and  advice  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  as 
many  military  storekeepers  in  the  quartermas- 
ter's department  of  the  army  as  the  exigencies  of 
the  service  might  require  :  Provided,  The  whole 
number  of  military  storekeepers  in  that  depart- 
ment should  not  exceed  twelve.  That  so  much 
of  the  seventh  section  of  the 4  Act  to  found  a  mili- 
tary asylum  for  the  relief  and  support  of  invalid 
and  disabled  soldiers  of  the  army  of  the  United 
States,'  as  required  that  4  all  moneys,  not  ex- 
ceeding two  thirds  of  the  balance  on  hand  of  the 
hospital  fund,  and  of  the  post  fund  of  each  mil- 
itary station,  after  deducting  the  necessary  ex- 
penses,' should  be  set  apart  to  support  the  Mili- 
tary Asylum,  be  repealed."  And  that  two  mil- 
lion dollars  be  appropriated  for  providing  for  the 
comfort  of  discharged  soldiers,  who  might  arrive 
in  the  principal  cities  of  the  United  States,  disa- 
bled by  disease  or  wounds,  and  unable  to  pro- 
ceed to  their  homes,  and  for  forwarding  destitute 
soldiers  to  their  homes.  The  House  concurred 
Kn  the  amendments,  and  the  bill  passed,  and  was 
approved  by  the  President,  on  the  fifth  of  July, 
1862. 

No.  XXXIV. —  The  Joint  Resolution  providing 
for  the  Presentation  of  44 Medals  of  Honor" 
to  the  Enlisted  Men  of  the  Army  and  Volun- 
teer Forces,  who  hire  or  who  may  distinguish 
themselves  in  Battle  during  the  present  Rebel- 
lion. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  thirteenth  of  May,  1862, 
Mr.  Wilson  reported  from  the  Military  Commit- 
tee a  joint  resolution  to  provide  for  the  presenta- 
tion of  44  medals  of  honor"  to  enlisted  men  dis- 
tinguished in  battle.  It  provided  that  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  should  be  authorized 
to  cause  two  thousand  44  medals  of  honor  "  to  be 
prepared,  with  suitable  emblematic  devices,  and 
to  direct  that  the  same,  be  presented,  in  the 
name  of  Congress,  to  such  non-commissioned  of- 
ficers and  privates  as  should  most  distinguish 
themselves  by  their  gallantry  in  action,  and  other 
soldier-like  qualities  during  the  present  insurrec- 
tion ;  and  that  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars 
be  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the 
resolution  into  effect.  On  the  nineteenth,  the 
resolution,  on  motion  of  Mr.  VTilson,  was  taken 
up,  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  passed  without 
division.  In  the  House,  on  the  tenth  of  July, 
Mr.  Olin,  from  the  Military  Committee,  reported 
back  the  joint  resolution  for  the  presentation  of 
14  medals  of  honor,"  and  it  was  passed  without 
division,  and  approved  by  the  President,  on  the 
twelfth  of  July,  1862. 
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No.  XXXV.  —  The  Bill  prohibiting  *4  Con- 


finement of  Person*  in  the  Miliary  Service  of 
the  United  Stole*  in  the  Penitentiary  of  the 
district  of  Columbia. 

Tn  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  thir- 
tt£nth  of  June,  1862,  Mr.  Bingham,  of  Ohio, 
from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  reported  & 
bill  to  prohibit  the  eon  tenement  of  persona  in  the 
military  service  in  the  Penitentiary  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  except  as  a  punishment  of 
certain  crimes,  and  to  discharge  from  the  prison 
certain  convicts  by  sentence  of  court-martial, 
which  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee,  with 
leave  to  report  at  any  time.  On  the  fifth  of 
July,  Mr.  Bingham  reported  it  back  with  amend- 
ments, and  the  House  proceeded  to  its  considera- 
tion. The  bill  provided  that  soldiers  should  not 
be  confined  in  the  Penitentiary  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  unless  ^heir  offence,  by  common 
law,  or  a  statute  of  the  United  States,  subject 
them  to  such  punishment;  or  except  for  mutiny, 
desertion,  or  an  attempt  to  incite  mutiny.  Mr. 
Dawes  moved  to  amend  by  adding  that  "no  per- 
Mm  Uurn-TilW,  upon  ihv.  dud  si  em  <■!'  ;i  c*nirMnar- 
tial,  should  be  confined  in  any  penitentiary  in 
the  Untied  States,  except  under  the  conditions 
of  the  act.11  The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and 
the  biH  passed  as  amended. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  eighth  of  July,  Mr  Wil- 
son, from  the  Military  Committee,  reported  back 
the  bill  with  amendments.  The  amendments 
proposed  to  strike  out  the  words,  4t  or  such  per* 
son  be  convicted  of  mutiny,  or  desertion,  or  an 
attempt  to  incite  mutiny."  Mr.  Grimes  op- 
posed the  amendment  \  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Harris* 
and  Mr.  Rico  supported  it ;  and  it  was  agreed 
to,  and  the  bill,  as  amended,  passed  on  the 
twelfth.  On  the  same  day,  the  House,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr,  Wilson,  of  Iowa,  took  the  bill 
from  the  Speaker's  table,  and,  after  debate,  it 
was  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  with 
leave  to  report  at  any  time,  The  House  disa- 
gived  t't  the  Senate  a  tiiund  mcnt^,  nn-l  usUnl  a 
committee  of  conference,  and  appointed  Mr. 
Wilson,  of  Iowa,  Mp.  Dawes,  of  Massachusetts, 
and  Mr.  Phelps,  of  Missouri,  managers.  In  the 
Senate,  on  the  fourteenth,  Mr,  Wilson  moved 
that  the  Senate  insist  on  its  amendments,  and 
concur  in  the  conference  asked  for  by  the  House. 
The  motion  prevailed,  and  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr. 
Lane*  of  Indiana,  and  Mr  Wilkinson,  were  ap- 
pointed managers.  On  the  fifteenth  Mr.  Wil- 
son, from  the  conference  committee,  reported, 
'•that  the  House  recede  from  its  disagreement  to 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  and 
agree  to  the  same  and  the  report  was  accepted. 
In  the  House,  on  the  sixteenth,  Mr.  Wilson,  of 
Iowa,  made  a  report  from  the  conference  com* 
mittee*  and  it  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was 
approved  bv  the  President,  on  the  sixteenth  day 
of  July,  166ft. 

No.  XXXVf.— The  Joint  Resolution  to  authorize 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  furnish  extra  Cloth- 
4ng  to  Skh  and  Wounded  Soldiers. 
In  the  House,  on  the  fifth  of  July,  18fl3>  Mr. 


Hale,  of  Pennsylvania,  by  unanimous  consent! 
introduced  a  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  furnish  ertra  clothing  for  sick  and  wound- 
ed  soldiers,  It  proposed  to  li  authorize  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  furnish  extra  doth  Log  to  all  sick, 
wounded,  and  other  soldiers  who  might  have  lost 
the  same  by  the  casualties  of  war,  under  such 
rules  and  regulations  as  the  department  might 
prescribe,  during  the  existence  of  the  insurree- 
Uqd."  It  was  read  three  times  and  passed.  The 
Senate  referred  it  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  and  on  the  tenth,  Mr.  Wilson  reported  it 
I  back  without  amendment*  By  unanimous  con- 
|  sent,  it  was  read  three  times  and  passed  It  waa 
approved  by  the  President  on  the  twelfth  of  Ju- 
ly, 1802. 

No.  XXXYU.—The  Bill  to  amend  the  Act  call- 
ing forth  the  Militia  to  execute  the  Lams ,  sup- 
press Insurrection^  and  repel  Invasion*. 


of  July,  1869, 
from  the  Com- 


In  the4  Senate,  on  the 
Mr.  Wilson,  of 

mi t tee  on  Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to 
amend  the  act  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute 
the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrection, 
and  repel  invasions,  approve]!  February  twenty* 
eighth,  1795,  which  was  read  a  first  time,  and 
passed  to  a  second  reading.  On  the  ninth,  the 
Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to 
amend  the  acts  calling  forth  the  militia  to  exe- 
cute the  laws.  It  provided  that  whenever  the 
President  shogld  call  forth  the  militia  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  "service  of  the  United  States,  be 
might  specify  in  his  call  the  period  for  which 
such  service  would  be  required,  and  the  militia 
so  called  should  be  mustered  in,  and  continue  to 
serve,  for  the  term  specified,  unless  sooner  dis- 
charged \  and  the  organization  of  the  militia, 
when  so  called  into  service,  was  to  be  conformed 
to  the  organization  prescribed  by  the  lawa  for 
volunteers.  Mr.  Grimes,  of  Iowa,  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  adding  three  sections  provid- 
ing that  there  should  be  no  exemption  from  the 
performance  of  military  duty  under  any  militU 
law  of  the  United  States  on  account  of 'color  or 
lineage  j  but  whenever  the  militia  should  be  call- 
ed into  service,  all  loyal,  able-bodied  male  pe* 
sons,  between  the  ages  now  fixed  by  the' laws 
of  the  United  States,  should  he  called  to  the  de- 
fence of  the  country.  That  when  the  militia 
should  be  called  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  under  any  law  of  the  United 'States,  the 
President  should  have  full  power  and  authority 
to  organ iie  them  into  battalions,  regiments,  bri- 
gades, and  division sT  according  to  their  race  or 
color,  as  he  should  believe  that  the  public  in- 
terest might  require ;  and  that  the  provisions  of 
the  two  preceding  sections  should  be  construed 
so  as  to  apply  to  and  include  volunteers  who 
might  thereafter  be  called  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  and  all  persons  who  had  been,  or 
tnigbt  thereafter  be,  enrolled  in  the  service  as 
volunteers,  or  as  militia,  should  receive  the  pay 
and  rations  of  soldiers  as  allowed  by  law  accord- 
ing to  their  respective  grades.  Mr.  Saulsbory, 
of  Delaware,  and  Mr.  Carlisle,  of  Virginia,  op- 
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posed  the  amendment  Mr.  King,  of  New- York, 
suggested  a  modification  of  the  amendment  so 
that  the  first  two  sections  would  read :  14  That 
the  President  be  authorized  to  receive  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of 
constructing  i retrenchments,  or  performing  camp- 
service,  or  any  other  labor,  or  any  war-service  for 
which  they  may  be  found  competent,  persons  of 
African  descent ;  and  such  persons  shall  be  en- 
rolled and  organized  under  such  regulations,  not 
inconsistent  with  the  Constitution  and  laws,  as 
the  President  may  prescribe,  and  they  shall 
be  fed,  and  paid  such  compensation  for  their 
services  as  they  may  agree  to  receive  when  en- 
rolled ;  and  that  when  any  man  or  boy  of  Afri- 
can descent  shall  render  any  such  service  as  is 
provided  for  in  the  first  section  of  this^act,  he, 
his  mother,  and  his  wife  and  children  shall  for 
ever  thereafter  be  free,  any  law,  usage,  or  custom 
whatsoever  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding." 
Mr.  Grimes  accepted  the  amendment  in  lieu  of 
the  first  sections  of  his  amendment  Mr.  Sauls- 
bury  denounced  the  measure  as  u  the  most  mag- 
nificent scheme  of  emancipation  yet  proposed." 
Mr.  Sherman,  of  Ohio,  had  no  doubt  of  the  con- 
stitutional power  of  Congress  to  enroll  black  and 
white,  free  and  slave  for  the  defence  of  the  coun- 
try ;  but  it  would  affect  alike  the  loyal  and  dis- 
loyal ;  would  therefore  be  unjust,  and  should  be 
modified.  Mr.  Fessenden,  of  Maine,  said :  u  I 
would  do  nothing  that  a  civilized  people  ought 
not  to  do ;  I  would  employ  no  barbarians ;  I 
would  not  bring  back  the  days  of  the  tomahawk 
and  scalping-knife ;  but  any  thing  within  the 
rules  of  civilized  warfare  that  it  is  in  my  power 
to  do,  I  would  do,  and  it  ought  to  be  done."  Mr. 
Rice,  of  Minnesota,  thought  the  nation  must 
speedily  acknowledge  the  independence  of  the 
Confederacy,  "or  use  all  the  means  given  us  by 
the  Almighty  to  prosecute  the  war  to  a  success- 
ful termination."  Mr.  Wilson  confessed  that  he 
looked  u  with  something  of  admiration  upon  the 
mode  in  which  the  Southern  traitorous  leaders 
have  carried  on  this  war.  They  commenced  the 
war  by  taking  humanity  by  the  throat,  by  putting 
under  their  feet  every  moral  sentiment,  every 
law  of  Almighty  God.  They  planted  themselves 
in  defiance  of  God  and  of  man  upon  the  founda- 
tion of  eternal  slavery.  Standing  before  the  na- 
tions in  that  position,  in  defiance  of  all  that  is 
sacred,  pure,  and  holy  on  earth,  they  have  ap- 
pealed to  their  people,  to  their  passions,  to  their 
prejudices,  to  their  hate ;  they  have  organized 
their  people;  they  have  issued  their  conscrip- 
tions, using  every  man  who  could  do  any  thing, 
no  matter  how  halt  or  maimed  he  might  be,  if  he 
could  strike  a  blow ;  they  have  carried  on  their 
military  operations  with  great  ability,  and  shown 
vast  powers  and  great  administrative  ability,  and 
great  military  ability.  We  are  in  one  of  the 
darkest  periods  of  this  contest,  and  we  had  bet- 
ter look  our  position  in  the  face,  meet  the  respon- 
sibilities of  the  hour,  rise  to  the  demands  of  the 
occasion,  pour  out  our  money,  summon  our  men 
to  the  field,  go  ourselves,  if  we  can  do  any  good, 
sod  overthrow  this  confederate  power  that  feels 
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to-day,  over  its  recent  magnificent  triumph*,  that 
it  has  already  achieved  its  independence.  Bold 
and  decisive  action  alone,  in  the  cabinet  and  in 
the  field,  can  retrieve  our  adverse  fortunes,  and 
carry  our  country  triumphantly  through  the  per- 
ils that  threaten  to  dismember  the  republic." 
Mr.  Davis,  of  Kentucky,  opposed  the  calling  out 
of  negroes  for  military  purposes.  Mr.  Wilkin- 
son and  Mr.  Rice  supported  that  policy. 

On  the  tenth,  the  Senate  resumed  the  consider- 
ation of  the  bill.  Mr.  Collamer,  of  Vermont,  had 
no  doubt  of  the  power  to  use  colored  men  for  the 
defence  of  the  country :  it  was  simply  a  question 
of  expediency.  Mr.  Ten  Eyck  proposed  so  to 
amend  the  amendment  as  to  strike  out  the  words 
"any  military  or  naval,"  before  "service."  He 
thought  it  would  no^  affect  the  section,  but  would 
relieve  it  of  its  asperity.  Mr.  King  opposed  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Ten  Ej^ck.  The  Chair  ruled 
that  Mr.  Ten  Eyck' s  amendment  was  not  in  or- 
der. Mr.  Davis  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out 
the  words,  "  or  any  military  or  naval  service  for 
which  they  may  be  found  competent"  After 
remarks  by  Mr.  Doolittle,  of  Wisconsin,  and  Mr. 
Hale,  of  New-Hampshire,  the  vote  was  taken, 
and  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Davis  lost — yeas, 
eleven  ;  nays,  twenty-seven.  Mr.  Saulsbury 
moved  to  postpone  indefinitely  the  consideration 
of  the  bill,  but  the  motion  was  lost — yeas,  nine ; 
nays,  twenty-seven.  Mr.  Henderson,  of  Mis- 
souri, moved  so  to  amend  the  bill  as  to  provide 
only  for  the  freedom  of  persons  of  African  de- 
scent as  owe  service  to  persons  engaged  in  the 
rebellion — yeas,  thirteen;  nays,  twenty-two.  Mr. 
Henderson  then  moved  to  so  amend  the  amend- 
ment as  to  provide  that  loyal  persons  should  be 
compensated  for  the  loss  of  the  services  of  the 
slaves  employed  under  the  provisions  of  the  act- 
yeas,  twenty ;  nays,  seventeen.  The  amendment 
of  Mr.  Grimes,  as  amended,  was  then  agreed  to. 
The  question  recurring  on  the  second  section  of 
Mr.  Grimes's  amendment,  providing  that  when 
any  man  or  boy  should  render  service,  he,  his 
mother,  wife  and  children  should  be  free,  Mr. 
Sherman  moved  to  amend  it  so  as  to  apply  only 
to  persons  owing  service  to  any  person  who  has 
borne  arms  against  the  United  States,  or  adhered 
to  their  enemies  by  giving  them  aid  and  comfort — 
yeas,  twenty-two  ;  nays,  sixteen.  Mr.  Browning, 
of  Illinois,  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
striking  out  of  the  persons  to  be  made  free,  "  his 
mother,  wife,  and  children."  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas, 
and  Mr.  King  opposed  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Browning,  and  on  the  eleventh  it  was  rejected — 
yeas,  seventeen ;  nays,  twenty-one.  Mr.  Browning 
then  moved  to  amend  by  adding  as  a  proviso : 
"That  the  mother,  wife,  and  children  of  such 
man  or  boy  of  African  descent  sjiall  not  be  made 
free  by  the  operation  of  this  act,  except  where 
such  mother,  wife,  and  children  owe  service  or 
labor  to  some  person  who,  during  the  present 
rebellion,  had  borne  arms  against  the  United 
States,  or  adhered  to  their  enemies  by  giving 
them  aid  and  comfort."  Mr.  Cowan,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  Mr.  Davis  supported  the  amend- 
ment, and  Mr.  Howe,  of  Wisconsin,  Mr.  Harlan, 
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of  Iowa,  and  Mr.  Wilkinson,  of  Minnesota,  op- 
posed it 

On  the  twelfth,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  amend 
*he  44  Act  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the 
laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and 
repel  invasions,"  approved  February-  twenty- 
eighth,  1795,  and  the  acts  amendatory  thereof, 
and  for  other  purposes ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed.  The  bill  contained 
fifteen  sections,  and  provided  that  whenever  the 
President  should  call  forth  the  militia,  he  might 
specify  in  his  call  the  period  for  which  such 
service  would  be  required,  not  exceeding  nine 
months  ;  and  if,  by  reason  of  defects  in  existing 
laws  or  in  the  execution  of  them  in  the  several 
States,  or  any  of  them,  it  should  be  found  neces- 
sary to  provide  for  enrolling  the  militia,  and 
otherwise  putting  the  act  into  execution,  the 
President  was  authorized  to  make  all  necessary 
rules  and  regulations ;  and  the  enrolment  should 
include  all  able-bodied  male  citizens  between  the 
ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five,  and  be  apportion- 
ed among  the  States  according  to  representative 
population.  That  the  militia,  when  so  called  into 
service,  should  be  organized  in  the  mode  pre- 
scribed by  law  for  volunteers.  That  the  President 
be  authorized  to  accept  the  services  of  any  num- 
ber of  volunteers,  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
thousand,  as  infantry,  for  a  period  of  nine  months, 
and  every  soldier  who  should  enlist  under  the 
provisions  of  the  section  should  receive  his  first 
month's  pay,  and  also  twenty-five  dollars  as 
bounty.  That  for  the  purpose  of  filling  up  the 
regiments  of  infantry  then  in  the  service,  the 
President  be  authorized  to  accept  the  services  of 
volunteers  for  twelve  months,  and  such  volun- 
teers should  be  in  all  respects  upon  a  footing 
with  similar  troops  in  the  United  States  service, 
except  as  to  service  bounty,  which  should  be  fifty 
dollars,  one  half  to  be  paid  upon  their  joining 
their  regiments,  and  the  other  half  at  the  expira- 
tion of  their  enlistment  That  the  President  should 
appoint  a  judge-advocate  general,  with  the  rank, 
pay,  and  emoluments  of  a  colonel  of  cavalry,  to 
whose  office  should  be  returned,  for  revision,  the 
records  and  proceedings  of  all  courts-martial  and 
military  commissions,  and  where  a  record  should 
be  kept  of  all  proceedings  had  thereupon — and 
no  sentence  of  death,  or  imprisonment  in  the 
penitentiary,  should  be  carried  into  execution 
until  the  same  should  be  approved  by  the  Presi- 
dent That  there  might  be  appointed  by  the  Pres- 
ident for  each  army  in  the  field  a  judge-advocate, 
with  the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments,  each,  of  a 
major  of  cavalry.  That  thereafter  all  o&enders  in 
the  army  adjudged  to  be  punished  by  a  court- 
martial  should  be  brought  before  a  field-officer 
of  his  regiment,  who  should  hear  and  determine 
the  offence,  and  order  the  punishment  to  be  in- 
flicted. That  all  officers  who  had  been  mustered 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States  as  battalion 
adjutants  and  quartermasters  of  cavalry  under 
the  orders  of  the  War  Department,  exceeding  the 
number  authorized  by  law,  should  be  paid  as 
8uch  for  the  time  they  wero  actually  employed 


in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  that  all 
such  officers  then  in  service  exceeding  the  num- 
ber, should  be  immediately  mustered  out  of  the 
service.  That  the  President  be  authorized  to  es- 
tablish and  organize  army  corps.  That  each  army 
corps  should  have  the  following  officers  attached, 
who  should  constitute  the  staff  of  the  command- 
er— one  assistant  adjutant-general,  one  quarter- 
master, one  commissary  of  subsistence,  and  one 
assistant  inspector-general,  who  should  bear  re- 
spectively, the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel,  and 
who  should  be  assigned  from  the  army  or  volun- 
teer force  by  the  President ;  and  also  three  aides- 
de-camp,  one  to  bear  the  rank  of  major,  and  two 
to  bear  the  rank  of  captain ;  and  the  senior  offi- 
cer of  artillery  in  each  army  should,  in  addition 
to  his  other  duties,  act  as  chief  of  artillery  and  ord- 
nance at  the  headquarters  of  the  corps.  That  the 
cavalry  forces  should  be  thus  organized — each 
regiment  of  cavalry  should  have  one  colonel,  one 
lieutenant-colonel,  three  majors,  one  surgeon,  one 
assistant  surgeon,  one  regimental  commissary, 
one  sergeant-major,  one  quartermaster-sergeant, 
one  commissary-sergeant,  two  hospital  stewards, 
one  saddler-sergeant,  one  chief  trumpeter,  and 
one  chief  farrier  or  blacksmith ;  and  each  regi- 
ment should  consist  of  twelve  companies,  and 
each  company  should  have  one  captain,  one  first 
lieutenant,  one  second  lieutenant,  and  one  super- 
numerary second  lieutenant,  one  first  sergeant, 
one  quartermaster  sergeant,  one  commissary  ser- 
geant, five  sergeants,  eight  corporals,  two  team- 
sters, two  farriers  or  blacksmiths,  one  saddler, 
one  wagoner,  and  seventy-eight  privates  ;  the 
regimental  adjutants,  the  regimental  quarter- 
masters, and  regimental  commissaries   to  be 
taken  from  their  respective  regiments. '  That  the 
President  be  authorized  to  receive  into  the  serv- 
ice of  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
structing intrenchments,  or  performing  camp 
service,  or  any  other  labor,  or  any  military  or 
naval  service  for  which  they  may  be  found  com- 
petent, persons  of  African  descent ;  and  such  per- 
sons should  be  enrolled  and  organized  under 
such  regulations  as  the  President  might  pre- 
scribe.  That  when  any  man  or  boy  of  African 
descent  should  render  any  such  service  as  waa 
provided  for  in  the  act,  he,  his  mother  and  his 
wife  and  children  should  for  ever  thereafter  be 
free,  any  law,  usage,  or  custom  whatsoever  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding.  That  ten  million  of 
dollars  be  appropriated  to  carry  the  provisons  of 
the  act  into  effect.  That  all  persons  who  had  been 
or  should  be  enrolled  in  the  service  under  the 
act,  should  receive  the  pay  and  rations  allowed 
by  law  to  soldiers  according  to  their  respective 
grades :  Provided,  that  persons  of  African  descent 
should  receive  ten  dollars  per  month  and  one 
ration. 

On  the  fourteenth,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sherman, 
the  bill  was  amended,  so  that  three  dollars  of 
the  ten  dollars  of  compensation  of  colored  per- 
sons should  be  in  clothing.  On  motion  of  Mr. 
King,  the  bill  was  amended,  by  striking  out 
ten  million  dollars,  and  inserting  that  the  ex- 
penses incurred  in  carrying  the  act  into  effect 
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paid  out  of  the  general  appropriation 
ny.  Mr.  Sherman  moved  to  amend 
r  providing  that  all  enlistments  there- 
should  be  credited  to  the  States  re- 
in which  the  same  should  be  made, 
ducted  from  any  future  draft  in  pur- 
the  act ;  but  it  was  rejected.  On  mo- 
Hale,  the  bill  was  so  amended  as  to 
lumber  of  staff-officers  of  corps  com- 
<  the  number  provided  for  in  the  tenth 

fifteenth,  the  Senate  resumed  the  con- 
of  the  bill.    Mr.  Sherman  moved  to 

thirteenth  section,  so  as  to  make  it 
at  when  any  man  or  boy  of  African 
ho,  by  the  laws  of  any  State,  shall 
3  or  labor  to  any  person  who,  during 
t  rebellion,  has  levied  war,  or  has 
a  against  the  United  States,  or  ad- 
leir  enemies,  by  giving  them  aid  and 
all  render  any  such  service  as  is  pro- 
,  this  act,  he,  his  mother,  and  his  wife 
(hall  for  ever  thereafter  be  free."  Mr. 
Pomeroy,  Mr.  Howard,  and  Mr.  Har- 
I  the  amendment,  but  it  was  agreed 
ighteen  ;  nays,  seventeen.     Mr.  Wil- 

to  amend  the  bill,  by  adding  that 
rveyors  and  storekeepers  should  give 
mch  sum  as  the  Secretary  of  War 
ire,  with  security  to  be  approved  by 
le  amendment  was  agreed  to.  Mr. 
n  moved  an  additional  section,  pro- 

the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars 
iated  for  the  purchase  of  artificial 
oldiers  and  seamen  disabled  in  the 
ie  United  States,  to  be  expended  un- 
ection  of  the  Surgeon -General ;  but, 
estion  of  Mr.  Grimes,  he  withdrew  it, 
by  unanimous  consent,  put  as  an 

on  to  the  supplemental  civil  appro- 
ving moved  to  strike  out  the  words, 
r,  wife  and  children,'1  so  that  the  bill 
ly  provide  for  the  freedom  of  the  per- 
ui  descent  rendering  military  service, 
lendment  was  lost — yeas,  seventeen  ; 
ty.  Mr.  Browning  then  moved  to 
adding  a  proviso,  that  the  mother, 
ildren  of  such  man  or  boy  of  African 
uld  not  be  made  free  by  the  opera- 
act,  except  where  such  mother,  wife, 
owed  service  or  labor  to  some  person 

the  rebellion,  had  borne  arms  against 
States,  or  adhered  to  their  enemies, 
lem  aid  and  comfort.  The  amehd- 
supported  by  Mr.  Henderson,  and 
-  yeas,  twenty-one ;  nays,  sixteen. 
»  by  Mr.  Wright,  of  Indiana,  Mr. 

of  Missouri,  and  Mr.  Powell,  of 
the  vote  was  taken  on  the  passage 
and  it  passed — yeas,  twenty-eight  ; 

ouse,  on  the  sixteenth,  on  motion  of 
,  the  bill  was  taken  from  the  Speak- 
md  read  twice.  Mr.  Stevens  moved 
i  question.    Mr.  Holman,  of  Indiana, 


moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  upon  the  table,  but 
the  motion  was  lost  —yeas,  thirty ;  nays,  seventy- 
seven.  The  previous  question  was  then  ordered, 
and  the  bill  passed.  It  was  approved  by  the 
President  on  the  seventeenth  of  July,  1862. 

No.  XXXVIIL— The  Bill  to  define  the  Pay  and 
Emoluments  of  certain  Officers  of  the  Army, 
and  for  other  purposes. 
In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  Janu- 
ary, 1862,  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  intro- 
duced a  bill  to  define  the  pay  and  emoluments 
of  certain  officers  in  the  army,  which  was  read 
%twico,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs.    On  the  fourth  of  February,  Mr.  Wilson 
reported  it  back,  with  an  amendment  as  a  sub- 
stitute.   On  the  fifth,  the  Senate,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Wilson,  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill,  the  pending  question  being  upon  the 
amendment  as  a  substitute.    The  amendment 
provided  that  officers  of  the  army  having  brevet 
commissions  should  not  be  entitled  to  any  in- 
crease of  pay  or  emoluments,  because  of  the  ex- 
ercise of  command  according  to  their  brevet  rank. 
That  officers  entitled  to  forage  for  horses  should 
not  be  allowed  to  commute  it,  but  should  draw 
the  allowance  in  kind.     That  major-generals 
should  be  entitled  to  draw  forage*  for  four  horses; 
brigadier-generals  for  three  horses ;  colonels, 
lieutenant-colonels,  and  majors,  two  horses  each ; 
captains  and  lieutenants  of  cavalry  and  artillery 
for  two  horses  each ;  and  chaplains  for  one  horse. 
That  whenever  an  officer  of  the  army  should  em- 
ploy a  soldier  as  his  servant,  he  should,  for  each 
month  deduct,  from  his  own  monthly  pay,  the 
full  amount  paid  to  or  expended  by  the  Govern- 
ment per  month  on  account  of  the  soldier.  That 
the  first  section  of  the  act  approved  August  sixth, 
1861,  increasing  the  pay  of  privates,  should  not 
be  so  construed  as  to  increase  the  emoluments 
of  the  commissioned  officers.    That  so  much  of 
the  act  approved  twenty -second  July,  1861,  as* 
authorized  each  regiment  of  volunteers  to  have 
twenty-four  musicians  for  a  band,  be  repealed. 
That  each  brigade  should  have  sixteen  musicians 
as  a  band,  to  be  selected  from  the  regimental 
bands  mustered  out  of  service.    That,  in  lieu  of 
the  present  rate  of  mileage  allowed  to  officers, 
not  more  than  six  cents  per  mile  should  there- 
after be  allowed,  unless  when  an  officer  was 
ordered  from  a  station  east  of  the  Rocky  Mount- 
ains to  one  west  of  the  same  mountains,  or  vice 
versa,  when  ten  cents  per  mile  should  be  al- 
lowed. That,  during  the  continuance  of  the  pres- 
ent rebellion,  there  should  be  deducted  from  the 
compensation  of  all  persons  employed  in  the 
military,  naval,  and  civil  service  of  the  United 
States,  except  warrant  officers  and  sailors  in  the 
navy,  and  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians, 
and  privates  in  the  army,  ten  per  centum  of  the 
amount  of  their  compensation.    That  in  each  of 
the  permanent  hospitals,  where  the  President 
might  deem  it  necessary,  he  might  appoint  a 
chaplain.    That  no  person  should  be  appointed 
a  chaplain  in  the  United  States  army  who  was 
not  a  regularly  ordained  minister  of  some  reli- 
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gious  denomination.  That  so  much  of  the  act 
approved  July  twenty-second,  1861,  as  allowed 
forty  cents  per  day  for  the  use  and  risk  of  the 
horses  of  company  officers  of  cavalry,  be  repeal- 
ed. That  whenever  an  officer  should  be  put 
under  arrest,  except  at  remote  military  posts  or 
stations,  it  should  be  the  duty  of  the  officer  by 
whose  orders  he  was  arrested,  to  see  that  a  copy 
of  the  charges  on  which  he  had  been  arrested 
and  was  to  be  tried  should  be  served  upon  him 
within  eight  days  thereafter,  and  that  he  should 
be  brought  to  trial  within  ten  days  thereafter, 
unless  the  necessities  of  the  service  prevent 
such  trial,  and  then  he  should  be  brought  to 
trial  within  thirty  days  after  the  expiration  of 
the  ten  days.  That  whenever  the  name  of  any 
army  officer  should  have  been  borne  on  the 
Army  Register  forty-five  years,  or  he  should  be  of 
the  age  of  sixty-two  years,  he  should  be  retired 
from  active  service ;  and  that  the  President  be 
authorized  to  assign  any  officer  who  might  be 
retired  to  any  duty. 

Mr.  Sherman  moved  to  amend  the  ninth  sec- 
tion of  the  bill  making  a  deduction  of  ten  per 
cent  in  salaries  of  .officers  in  the  military,  naval, 
and  civil  service,  by  requiring  the  deduction  to 
apply  to  all  allowances  for  mileage,  and  for  com- 
mutation for  servants,  forage,  and  rations,  and 
to  all  fees  or  contingent  allowances  paid  for  per- 
sonal services  from  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States.  Mr.  Dc#little  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment,  and  Mr.  Sherman  accepted  it  so  as 
to  read :  "  And  this  deduction  shall  apply  to  all 
allowances  for  mileage,  for  commutation  for  serv- 
ants, forage,  and  rations,  and  for  all  fees  and 
contingent  allowances  paid  for  personal  services 
from  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  ;  and  the 
rate  of  mileage  of  members  of  Congress  shall  be 
reduced  fifty  per  cent,  to  be  computed  by  the 
most  direct  travelled  route  from  his  residence  to 
the  seat  of  Congress.  A  statement  of  the  mile- 
age of  each  Senator  shall  bo  certified  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate,  and  of  each  Representa- 
tive and  Delegate  to  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  by  the  Postmaster- 
General,  within  thirty  days  of  the  commence- 
ment of  each  session  of  Congress. n  Mr.  Sim- 
mons, of  Rhode  Island,  and  Mr.  Howe,  of  Wis- 
consin, opposed  the  amendment.  Mr.  Howe 
could  not  vote  for  the  ninth  section,  making  a 
deduction  on  Government  salaries.  Mr.  Trum- 
bull regretted  that  Mr.  Sherman  and  Mr.  Doo- 
little  had  pressed  their  amendments.  Mr.  Sher- 
mans original  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and 
Mr.  Doolittle  proposed  to  add  a  new  section,  re- 
ducing the  rate  of  mileage  fifty  per  cent.  The 
amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  McDougall,  and 
was  agreed  to — yeas,  twenty-nine ;  nays,  ten. 
Mr.  Howe  moved  to  strike  out  the  ninth  section 
making  a  deduction  in  salaries  of  ten  per  cent 
during  the  war — yeas,  two ;  nays,  thirty -six. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Howe  and  McDougall — two. 

<Hays — Messrs.  Anthony,  Browning,  Chandler, 
Clark,  Collamer,  Cowan,  Davis,  Dixon,  Doolittle, 
Pessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Harlan,  Harris,  Hender- 
son, Johnson,  King,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Latham, 


Morrill,  Nesmith,  Pomeroy,  Powell,  Rice,  Sauls- 
bury,  Sherman,  Sumner,  Ten  Evck,  Thomson, 
Trumbull,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  Willey,  Wilmot, 
Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  and  Wilson  of  Mi* 
souri — thirty-six. 

On  the  fourteenth,  the  Senate  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill.  Mr.  Wilson  moved  to 
amend  by  adding  as  a  new  section  :  '*  That  the 
number  of  paymasters  of  the  volunteer  forces 
of  the  United  States  shall  be  reduced  so  as 
not  to  exceed  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  ;M 
and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Wil- 
son moved  to  amend  by  adding  as  a  new  section : 
44  That  quarters  and  fuel  shall  be  furnished  to 
officers  only  when  on  duty  in  the  field,  or  when 
assigned  quarters  in  public  buildings  belonging 
to  the  Government.  The  number  of  offices  now 
allowed  to  certain  officers  of  the  army  for  the 
transaction  of  business  shall  be  furnished,  and 
no  more ;"  and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  bill  was  further 
amended,  by  adding  as  additional  sections  : 

44  That  the  bounty  now  allowed  by  law  to  sol- 
diers in  the  service  of  the  United  States  shall,  in 
the  event  that  a  soldier  entitled  thereto  shall  die 
intestate,  without  having  drawn  the  same,  be 
paid  to  the  following  persons,  and  in  the  order 
following,  and  to  no  other  persons,  to  wit :  first, 
to  the  widow  of  such  deceased  soldier,  if  there 
be  one ;  second,  if  there  be  no  widow,  then  to 
the  children  of  such  deceased  soldier,  share  and 
share  alike;  third,  if  such  soldier  left  neither 
widow  nor  children  (or  children  born  in  lawful 
wedlock,)  then  and  in  that  case  such  bounty 
shall  be  paid  to  the  following  persons,  provided 
they  be  residents  of  the  United  States,  to  wit: 
first,  to  his  father,  or,  if  he  be  dead,  or  has  aban- 
doned his  family,  then  to  the  mother  of  such  sol- 
dier ;  and  if  there  be  neither  father  nor  mother 
as  aforesaid,  then  such  bounty  shall  be  paid  to 
such  brothers  and  sisters  resident  as  aforesaid, 
who  may  have  been  dependent  upon  such  intes- 
tate for  support.  That  all  contracts  made  for,  or 
orders  given  for,  the  purchase  of  goods  or  sup- 
plies by  any  department  of  the  Government  shall 
be  promptly  reported  to  Congress  by  the  proper 
head  of  such  department,  if  Congress  shall  it 
the  time  be  in  session,  and  if  not  in  session,  said 
reports  shall  be  made  at  the  commencement  of 
the  next  session.  That  no  contract  or  order 
made  as  aforesaid,  or  any  interest  therein,  shall 
be  transferred  by  the  party  or  parties  to  whom 
such  contract  or  order  may  be  given,  tp  any  other 
party  or  parties,  and  that  any  such  transfer  shall 
cause  the  annulment  of  the  contract  or  order 
tranferred,  so  far  as  the  United  States  are  con- 
cerned :  Provided,  That  all  rights  of  action  are 
hereby  reserved  to  the  United  States  for  any 
breach  of  such  contract  by  the  contracting  party 
or  parties.  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  and  request- 
ed to  dismiss  and  discharge  from  the  military 
service,  either  in  the  army,  navy,  or  volunteer  force 
in  the  United  States  service,  any  officer  for  any 
cause  which,  in  his  judgment,  renders  such  offi- 
cer unsuitable  for  service,  and  whose  dismission, 
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in  his  judgment,  would  promote  the  public  serv- 
ice." 

Mr.  Sherman  moved  to  repeal  the  act  author- 
izing the  President  to  appoint  additional  aids- 
de-camp,  and  to  discharge  the  staff-officers  so  ap- 
pointed in  thirty  days ;  but  after  debate  with- 
drew it  Mr.  Grimes  renewed  the  amendment, 
so  modified  as  simply  to  repeal  the  act  of  August 
fifth,  1861. 

On  the  fifth  of  March,  the  Senate  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Grimes's  amend- 
ment was,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Clark,  of 
New-Hampshire,  modifie'd  so  as  to  read,  44  That 
the  act  approved  the  fifth  of  August,  1861,  en- 
titled '  An  act  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled 
44  An  act  to  increase  the  present  military  estab- 
lishment of  the  United  States,"  approved  the 
twenty-ninth  of  July,  1861,'  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  repealed.  But  the  repeal  of  the  said  act 
shall  not  be  construed  so  as  to  deprive  those  per- 
sons already  appointed  under  it  from  holding 
their  offices  in  the  same  way  and  manner  as  if  it 
had  not  been  repealed ;"  and  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Foster,  of  Connecticut,  moved  to  strike 
out  the  tenth  section  in  regard  to  chaplains,  and 
insert :  "  That  in  each  of  the  permanent  hospitals, 
where  the  President  may  deem  it  necessary,  he 
may  appoint  a  chaplain,  who  shall  receive  the 
same  compensation  as  is  now  allowed  to  chap- 
lains in  the  volunteer  service."  Mr.  Foster's 
amendment  was  rejected.  Mr.  Rice  proposed  to 
amend  it  so  as  to  read,  44  That  the  appointments 
of  chaplains  to  the  army  hospitals,  as  made  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  are  hereby 
approved,  and  the  chaplains  so  appointed  shall 
be  compensated  for  their  services  in  the  same 
manner  as  regimental  chaplains ;"  and  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Rice  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Harlan 
moved  to  so  modify  the  tenth  section  as  to  pro- 
vide that  chaplains  in  permanent  hospitals  should 
receive  one  thousand  dollars  per  annum — yeas, 
fourteen,  nays,  twenty-three  ;  so  the  amendment 
was  rejected.  Mr.  Nesmith  moved  to  add  to  the 
eleventh  section  the  words,  "and  that  hereafter 
there  shall  be  but  one  chaplain  in  a  brigade ;" 
but  it  was  rejected.  Mr.  Rice  moved  to  add  as  a 
new  section :  44  That  hereafter  all  chaplains, 
whether  in  the  regular  or  volunteer  service  or 
hospitals,  shall  receive  one  thousand  two  hundred 
dollars  per  annum."  Mr.  Harlan  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered.  The 
amendment  was  adopted — yeas,  thirty-one ;  nays, 
ten. 

On  the  twelfth,  the  Senate  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Rice  moved  to 
strike  out  the  ninth  section,  relating  to  the  de- 
duction on  salaries,  and  the  sixteenth  section,  re- 
lating to  mileage.  Mr.  Grimes  moved  to  amend 
the  ninth  section  so  that  the  salaries  over  eight 
hundred  dollars  per  annum  should  pay  ten  per 
cent;  but  the  motion  was  rejected.  Mr.  Rice's 
motion  to  strike  out  the  ninth  section  was  lost — 
yeas,  twenty :  nays,  twenty ;  the  Vice-President 
voted  nay.    The  motion  to  strike  out  the  six-| 


teenth  section,  relating  to  the  mileage,  was  lost- 
yeas,  eight ;  nays,  thirty-two. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  bill  was  amend- 
ed'by  adding  as  new  sections :  44  That  every  per- 
son who  shall  furnish  supplies  of  any  kind  to  the 
army  or  navy,  shall  be  required  to  mark  and  distin- 
guish the  same  on  the  outside  of  each  and  every 
package,  with  the  name  or  names  of  the  contrac- 
tors so  furnishing  such  supplies  to  the  array  or 
navy  ;  and  no  supplies  of  any  kind  shall  be  re- 
ceived unless  so  marked  and  distinguished.  That 
the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  have 
power,  whenever  in  his  opinion  it  shall  be  expe- 
dient, to  purchase  cemetery  grounds,  and  cause 
them  to  be  securely  inclosed,  to  be  used  as  a  na- 
tional cemetery  for  the  soldiers  who  shall  die  in 
the  service  of  the  country."  Mr.  Grimes  moved 
to  amend  the  section  relating  to  the  compensation 
of  chaplains,  so  as  to  allow  them  44  one  ration 
when  on  duty."  Mr.  McDougall  moved  to  strike 
out  the  section  authorizing  brigade  bands,  and  to 
strike  out  all  of  the  section  abolishing  regimental 
bands,  and  to  insert  that  u  regimental  bands  be 
reduced  to  sixteen  musicians ;"  but  the  motion 
was  lost  Mr.  McDougall  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  yeas — thirty- 
seven  ;  nays,  two  ;  so  the  bill  passed  the  Senate. 

In  the  House,  on  the  tenth  of  June,  Mr.  Blair, 
from  the  Military  Committee,  to  whom  the  bill 
had  been  referred,  reported  it  back  with  amend- 
ments. The  first  amendment  proposed  to  strike 
out  the  first  section,  providing  that  brevet  com- 
missions should  not  entitle  officers  to  increase  of 
pay,  and  it  was  stricken  out  The  second  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to,  striking  out  the  enacting 
clause  of  the  second  section,  disallowing  commu- 
tation qf  forage,  making  it  the  first  section  of  the 
bilL  The  third  amendment  proposed  to  amend 
the  section  so  as  to  provide  that  when  forage  in 
kind  could  not  be  furnished,  officers  should  be 
entitled  to  commute.  Mr.  Blair  moved  to  amend 
the  amendment,  so  as  to  allow  officers  assigned 
to  duty  requiring  them  to  be  mounted,  to  receive 
the  pay  and  emoluments  of  cavalry  officers  of  the 
same  rank.  The  amendment  to  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to,  and  the  amendment  adopted.  The 
fourth  amendment  to  the  bill  proposed  to  strike 
Qut  the  sixth  section,  abolishing  regimental  bands. 
Mr.  McPherson,  of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Fouke,  of 
Illinois,  and  Mr.  Edwards,  of  New-Hampshire,  op- 
posed the  amendment,  and  it  was  rejected.  The 
fifth  amendment  proposed  to  strike  out  in  the 
seventh  section  the  word  44  brigade,"  and  insert 
4 4  regimental,"  so  that  a  regiment,  instead  of  a 
brigade,  should  have  sixteen  musicians ;  but  it 
was  disagreed  to. 

The  seventh  amendment  to  strike  out  the  ninth 
section,  deducting  ten  per  cent  from  the  pay  of 
Government  officers  during  the  rebellion,  was 
agreed  to.  The  eighth  amendment,  requiring 
chaplains  employed  at  military  posts  to  reside  at 
the  posts,  and  be  subject  to  such  rules  in  relation 
to  leave  of  absence  as  commissioned  officers,  was 
adopted.  The  ninth  amendment  proposed  to 
strike  out  the  twelfth  section,  repealing  the  law 
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allowing  forty  cents  per  day  fbr  the  use  and  risk 
of  horses  of  company  officers  of  cavalry ;  and  it 
was  agreed  to — yeas,  forty-eight ;  nays,  forty- 
seven.  The  tenth  amendment  proposed  to  amend 
the  thirteenth  section,  providing  that  an  officer 
under  arrest  should  be  discharged  unless  a  copy 
of  the  charges  against  him  should  be  served 
on  him  within  eight  days,  so  as  to  read,  44  may  be 
tried  whenever  the  exigencies  of  the  service  will 
permit."  On  motion  of  Mr.  Edwards,  of  New- 
Hampshire,  the  amendment  was  amended  by 
adding  the  words,  44  within  twelve  months  after 
such  release  from  arrest ;"  and  the  amendment  as 
amended  was  agreed  to.  The  eleventh  amend- 
ment proposed  to  strike  out  the  fourteenth  sec- 
tion, providing  for  retiring  officers  borne  on  the 
army  or  navy  register  forty-five  years,  or  who 
should  be  sixty-two  years  of  age ;  but  the  amend- 
ment was  lost-— yeas,  twenty-eight ;  nays,  sixty- 
eight  The  twelfth  amendment,  striking  out  the 
fifteenth  section,  authorizing  the  President  to  as- 
sign to  duty  retired  officers,  was  disagreed  to. 
The  thirteenth  amendment  proposed  to  strike  out 
the  sixteenth  section,  relating  to  the  mileage  of 
members  of  Congress.  Mr.  F.  A.  Conkling,  of 
New- York,  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  so 
as  to  allow  members  of  Congress  their  actual 
travelling  expenses,  and  it  was  agreed  to— yeas, 
ninety ;  nays,  thirty-three.  The  amendment  as 
amended  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Washburne  moved 
to  reconsider  that  vote,  and  lay  the  motion  on  the 
table.  #  This  motion  was  agreed  to,  so  the  six- 
teenth section  was  stricken  out  The  House,  by 
a  vote  of  seventy-three  to  twenty-one,  agreed  to 
the  fourteenth  amendment  striking  out  the  eight- 
eenth section,  disallowing  commutation  of  fuel 
and  quarters  to  officers.  The  bill  was  amended 
by  agreeing  to  the  sixteenth  amendment,  placing 
volunteer  engineers  on  the  same  footing,  in  re- 
gard to  pay,  emolument,  and  organization,  as  en- 
gineers of  the  regular  army.  The  seventeenth 
amendment  proposed  to  add  a  new  section,  pro- 
viding that  vacancies  occurring  among  officers  of 
volunteer  regiments  should  be  filled  by  the  Pres- 
ident, on  the  recommendation  of  officers  of  the 
regiments.  Mr.  Holman,  of  Indiana,  and  Mr. 
McPherson,  of  Pennsylvania,  opposed  the  amend- 
ment, and  Mr.  Browne,  of  Rhode  Island,  advo-. 
cated  it.  On  the  twelfth,  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  was  resumed,  and  the  amendment  re- 
jected. The  eighteenth  amendment,  providing 
that  volunteer  officers  should  have  equal  rank 
with  officers  of  like  grade  having  commissions 
from  the  United  States,  was  agreed  to.  An 
amendment  was  adopted  repealing  the  law  re- 
taining two  dollars  per  month  of  the  pay  of  pri- 
vates in  the  regular  array  until  the  expiration  of 
their  term  of  service.  The  twentieth  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to,  authorizing  the  President  to 
accept  the  services  of  foreign  officers,  and  grant 
them  commissions  in  the  volunteer  forces.  A 
new  section  was  added,  requiring  volunteers  to 
be  examined  as  to  their  .physical  condition,  in 
the  same  manner  as  men  enlisted  into  the  regu- 
lar army.  The  twenty-second  amendment  of 
the  Committee  authorized  the  President  to  assign 


army  officers  as  field-officers,  upon  the  applica- 
tion of  Governors  of  States ;  and  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to.  The  twenty- third,  amendment, 
providing  that  any  alien  of  the  age  of  twenty -one 
years  and  upward,  who  had  enlisted  or  should 
enlist  in  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  either 
the  regular  or  volunteer  forces,  and  had  been  or 
might  be  thereafter  honorably  discharged,  might 
be  admitted  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  upon  his  petition,  without  any  previous 
declaration  of  his  intention  to  become  a  citizen, 
was  agreed  to.  The  twenty-fourth  amendment 
was  agreed  to,  providing  that  thereafter,  every 
contractor  for  subsistence,  clothing,  arms,  am- 
munition, munitions  of  war,  and  for  every  de- 
scription of  supplies  for  the  army  or  navy  of  the 
United  States,  should  be  subjected  to  the  rules 
and  articles  of  war,  so  far  as  the  same  were  ap- 
plicable. On  motion  of  Mr.  Dunn,  of  Indiana, 
the  bill  was  amended  by  adding  a  new  section, 
providing  that  there  should  be  added  to  the  Ad- 
jutant-General's department,  by  regular  promo- 
tion of  its  present  officers,  one  colonel,  two  lieu- 
tenant-colonels, and  nine  majors ;  and  that  the 
grade  of  captain  in  said  department  be  abolished, 
and  all  vacancies  occurring  in  the  grade  of  major 
should  be  filled  by  selection  from  among  the 
captains  of  the  army.  Mr.  Blair  called  for  the 
previous  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill ;  it 
was  ordered,  and  the  bill  passed  without  a  di- 
vision. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  fourteenth,  the  House 
amendments  were  referred  to  the  Military  Com- 
mittee, and  on  the  eighteenth  Mr.  Wilson  report- 
ed back  the  bill  and  House  amendments,  with  an 
amendment  On  the  nineteenth,  the  Senate,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  proceeded  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  amendments  of  the  House ;  agreed 
to  some  of  them,  and  disagreed  to  others,  and 
agreed  to  others  with  amendments.  On  motion 
of  Mr.  Wilson,  on  the  twentieth,  the  Senate  asked 
a  committee  of  conference,  and  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr. 
Nesmith,  and  Mr.  Howard  were  appointed  man- 
agers on  the  part  of  the  Senate.  The  House  in- 
sisted upon  its  amendments,  agreed  to  a  commit- 
tee of  conference,  and  Mr.  Olin,  of  New- York, 
Mr.  Dunn,  of  Indiana,  and  Mr.  G.  H.  Browne,  of 
Rhode  Island,  were  appointed  managers.  On 
the  seventh  of  July,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  com- 
mittee of  conference,  reported  to  the  Senate  that 
they  recommend  to  their  respective  Houses: 
44  That  the  Senate  adhere  to  their  disagreement 
to  the  amendments  of  the  House  to  the  said  bill ; 
and  that  the  House  adhere  to  its  disagreement  to 
the  Senate's  amendments  to  the  House  amend- 
ments to  said  bill."  The  Senate  and  House  both 
concurred  in  the  report  of  the  conference  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Wilson,  by  unanimous  consent,  then  in- 
troduced a  bill  to  define  the  pay  and  emoluments 
of  certain  officers  of  the  army,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, which  was  read  twice.  The  bill  provided 
that  officers  entitled  to  forage  should  not  be  al- 
lowed to  commute  it,  but  might  draw  forage  in 
kind.  That  when  forage  in  kind  could  not  be 
furnished,  then  officers  might  commute  it  That 


DOCUMENTS. 


89 


officers  assigned  to  duty  which  required  them  to 
be  mounted,  should,  on  such  duty,  receive  the 
pay,  emoluments,  and  allowances  of  cavalry  offi- 
cers of  the  same  grade.  That  majongenerals 
should  be  entitled  to  draw  forage  in  kind  for  five 
horses ;  brigadier-generals  for  four  horses ;  col- 
onels, lieutenant-colonels,  and  majors,  for  two 
horses  each  ;  captains  and  lieutenants  of  cavalry 
and  artillery,  or  having  the  cavalry  allowance,  for 
two  horses  each  ;  and  chaplains,  for  one  horse. 
That  whenever  an  officer  of  the  army  should  cm- 
ploy  a  soldier  as  his  servant,  he  should  deduct 
from  his  own  monthly  pay  the  full  amount  paid 
to  or  expended  by  the  Government  per  month  on 
account  of  the  soldier.  That  the  act  to  increase 
the  pay  of  privates  in  the  regular  army  and  in 
the  volunteers',  should  not  be  so  construed  as  to 
increase  the  emoluments  of  the  commissioned 
officers.  That  the  act  which  authorized  each 
regiment  of  volunteers  to  have  twenty-four  mu- 
sicians for  a  band,  be  repealed.  That  each  bri- 
gade might  have  sixteen  musicians  as  a  band, 
who  should  receive  the  pay  and  allowances  pro- 
vided by  law  for  regimental  bands.  That  in  lieu 
of  the  rate  of  mileage  allowed  to  officers  where 
transportation  in  kind  was  not  furnished  to  them, 
not  more  than  six  cents  per  mile  should  thereafter 
be  allowed,  unless  where  an  officer  was  ordered 
from  a  station  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  to 
one  west  of  the  same  mountains,  or  vice  versa, 
when  ten  cents  per  mile  should  be  allowed.  That 
no  person  should  be  appointed  a  chaplain  who 
was  not  a  regularly  ordained  minister  of  some 
religious  denomination,  and  who  did  not  present 
testimonials  of  his  good  standing  as  such  minis- 
ter, with  a  recommendation  for  his  appointment 
as  an  army  chaplain  from  some  authorized  eccle- 
siastical body,  or  not  less  than  five  accredited 
ministers  belonging  to  said  religious  denomina- 
tion. That  the  compensation  of  chaplains  should 
be  one  hundred  dollars  per  month  and  two  ra- 
tions a  day  when  on  duty  ;  and  the  chaplains  of 
the  permanent  hospitals  should  be  nominated  to 
the  Senate  for  its  advice  and  consent ;  and  chap- 
lains employed  at  the  military  posts  should  be 
required  to  reside  at  the  posts,  and  chaplains 
should  be  subject  to  such  rules  in  relation  to 
leave  of  absence  as  were  prescribed  for  officers  of 
the  army.  That  so  much  of  the  law  as  allowed 
forty  cents  per  day  for  the  use  and  risk  of  the 
horses  of  company  officers  of  cavalry,  be  re- 
pealed. That  whenever  an  officer  should  be  put 
under  arrest,  except  at  remote  military  posts, 
the  officer  by  whose  orders  he  was  arrested  should 
see  that  a  copy  of  the  charges  were  served  upon 
him  within  eight  days,  and  that  he  should  be 
brought  to  trial  within  ten  days  thereafter,  Un- 
less the  necessities  of  the  service  prevent  such 
trial;  and  then  he  should  be  brought  to  trial 
within  thirty  days  after  the  expiration  of  the  ten 
days  or  the  arrest  should  cease  :  that  if  the  copy 
of  the  charges  were  not  served  upon  the  arrested 
officer,  the  arrest  should  cease ;  but  officers  re- 
leased from  arrest  might  be  tried  whenever  the 
exigencies  of  the  service  permit,  within  twelve 
months;  and  these  provisions  should  apply  to 


all  persons  under  arrest     That  whenever  the 
name  of  any  officer  of  the  army  or  marine  corps 
should  have  been  borne  on  the  army  register  or 
naval  register  forty-five  years,  or  he  should  be 
of  the  age  of  sixty-two  years,  it  should  be  in  the 
discretion  of  the  President  to  retire  him  from  ac- 
tive service,  and  the  President  was  authorized  to 
assign  him  to  any  appropriate  duty,  and  he  should 
receive  the  full  pay  and  emoluments  of  his  grade 
while  so  assigned    That  all  contracts  for  the 
purchase  of  goods  should  be  promptly  reported 
to  Congress.    That  no  contract  should  be  trans- 
ferred by  the  party  or  parties  to  whom  such  con- 
tract might  be  given  to  any  other  party,  and  that 
any  such  transfer  should  cause  the  annulment  of 
the  contract    That  every  person  who  should  fur- 
nish supplies  to  the  army  or  navy  should  be  re- 
quired to  mark  the  same,  with  the  name  or  names 
of  the  contractors,  and  no  supplies  should  be  re- 
ceived unless  so  marked.    That  any  person  who 
should  contract  to  furnish  supplies  for  the  army 
or  navy  should  be  deemed  and  taken  as  a  part 
of  the  land  or  naval  forces  of  the  United  States, 
and  be  subject  to  the  rules  and  regulations  for 
the  government  of  the  land  amd  naval  forces. 
That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  au- 
thorized and  requested  to  dismiss  from  the  mili- 
tary service  either  in  the  army,  navy,  or  marine 
corps,  or  volunteer  force,  any  officer  for  any  cause 
which,  in  his  judgment,  either  rendered  such  of- 
ficer unsuitable  for,  or  whose  dismission  woul£ 
promote  the  public  service.    That  the  President 
should  have  power  to  purchase  cemetery  grounds 
for  the  soldiers  who  should  die  in  the  service. 
That  so  much  of  the  act  of  1861  as  authorized 
the  appointment  of  additional  aids-de-camp,  be 
repealed.    That  the  different  regiments  and  inde- 
pendent companies  mustered  as  volunteer  engi- 
neers, pioneers,  or  sappers  and  miners,  should  be 
recognized  as  volunteer  engineers,  on  the  same 
footing,  in  all  respects,  in  regard  to  their  organ- 
ization, pay,  and  emoluments,  as  the  corps  of  en- 
gineers of  the  regular  army.    That  any  alien,  of 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years  and  upward,  who  had 
been  or  might  thereafter  be  honorably  discharged 
from  the  service,  might  bo  admitted  to  become  a 
citizen  without  any  previous  declaration  of  his  in- 
tention to  become  a  citizen,  and  he  should  not  be 
required  to  prove  more  than  one  year's  residence 
within  the  United  States  previous  to  his  applica- 
tion to  become  such  citizen.    And  that  there 
should  be  added  to  the  Adjutant-General's  de- 
partment, by  regular  promotion,  one  colonel,  two 
lieutenant-colonels,  and  nine  majors ;   and  the 
grade  of  captain  in  the  department  should  be  abol- 
ished, and  all  vacancies  occurring  in  the  grade  of 
major  should  be  filled  by  selection  from  among 
the  captains  of  the  army.     On  the  eighth,  the 
Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill, 
and  Mr.  Grimes  moved  to  strike  out  so  much  as 
provided  for  the  addition  and  promotion  in  the 
Adjutant-General's  office — yeas,  fifteen;  nays, 
twenty ;  so  the  amendment  was  lost    The  bill 
was  then  passed  without  a  division.     In  the 
House,  on  the  same  day,  Mr.  Olin  called  up  the 
bill  from  the  Speaker's  table,  and  it  was  passed 
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without  a  division,  and  was  approved  by  the 
President  on  the  seventeenth  of  July,  1862. 

No.  XXXIX.— The  Bill  to  facilitate  the  Dis- 
charge of  Disabled  Soldiers  from  the  Armyy 
x     and  the  Inspection  of  Convalescent  Hospitals 
and  Camps. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  seventeenth  of  Decem- 
ber, 1862,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  facilitate  the 
discharge  of  disabled  soldiers,  and  for  the  inspec- 
tion of  convalescent  camps  and  hospitals,  which 
was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading.  It  pro- 
posed to  add  to  the  medical  corps  of  the  army 
two  medical  inspectors-general,  and  eight  medi- 
cal inspectors,  to  be  appointed  by  selection  from 
the  medical  corps  of  the  army,  or  from  the  sur- 
geons in  the  volunteer  service,  without  regard  to 
rank,  but  with  sole  regard  to  qualifications.  It 
provided  that  the  officers  of  the  medical  inspect- 
or's department  should  be  charged  with  the  duty 
oif  making  regular  and  frequent  inspections  of 
all  military  general  hospitals  and  convalescent 
camps,  and  upon  each  inspection  to  designate  to 
the  surgeon  in  charge  of  such  hospitals  or  camps, 
all  soldiers  who  might  be  fit  subjects  for  dis- 
charge from  the  service  on  surgeon's  certificate 
of  disability,  or  sufficiently  recovered  to  be  re- 
turned to  their  regiments  for  duty;  and  the 
medical  inspecting  officers  were  empowered  to 
direct  the  return  to  duty,  or  the  discharge  from 
the  service,  of  the  soldiers  designated. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hale,  the  provision  author- 
izing the  President  to  select  from  the  medical 
corps  of  the  army  or  from  the  volunteer  forces, 
was  stricken  out.  Mr.  Grimes  moved  to  amend, 
by  adding  as,  a  new  section,  that  all  "three 
years  or  during  the  war"  volunteers,  raised  or 
enlisted  by  the  order  or  under  the  authority  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  be  entitled  to  the  bounty 
authorized  to  be  paid  to  volunteers  raised  or  re- 
cruited by  the  States  under  existing  laws.  He 
explained  the  object  of  the  amendment  to  be,  to 
place  the  "gray  beard"  regiment  of  his  State, 
made  up  of  enlisted  men  over  forty-five  years 
of  age,  upon  the  same  footing  as  other  three 
years  volunteers.  At  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Fessenden,  Mr.  Grimes  withdrew  his  amend- 
ment, with  the  view  of  introducing  it  as  a  new 
bill.  The  bill  was  further  discussed  by  Mr. 
Foster,  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Grimes,  Mr. 
Fessenden,  Mr.  Trumbull,  Mr.  Xesmith,  and  Mr. 
Hale.  On  motion  of  Mr.  .Fessenden,  it  was 
amended,  by  taking  out  the  words  "  two  medical 
inspectors-general."  On  motion  of  Mr.  Clark,  it 
was  made  the  duty  of  the  medical  inspectors  to 
see  that  soldiers,  fit  subjects  for  discharge,  were 
discharged,  or  if  sufficiently  recovered,  returned 
to  their  regiments.  The  bill,  as  amended,  was 
then  passed  without  a  division. 

In  the  House,  on  the  nineteenth,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Buflinton,  of  Massachusetts,  the  bill  was 
taken  from  the  Speaker's  table.  Mr.  Blake,  of 
Ohio,  moved  to  amend  it,  so  as  not  to  require 
discharges  on  surgeon's  certificates.  Mr.  Rich- 
ardson, of  Illinois,  and  Mr.  McPherson,  of  Penn- 


sylvania, opposed  the  amendment,  and  Mr.  Blake 
withdrew  it  The  bill  was  then  passed  without 
a  division,  and  was  approved  by  the  President 
on  the  toventy-seventh  day  of  December,  1862. 

No.  XL. —  The  Bill  to  improve  the  Organization 
of  the  Cavalry  Forces. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  sixteenth  of  December, 

1862,  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced 
a  bill  to  improve  the  organization  of  the  cavalry 
forces,  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  On  the  seven- 
teenth, Mr.  Wilson  reported  it  back  without 
amendment  It  provided  that  thereafter  each 
regiment  of  cavalry  might  have  two  assistant- 
surgeons,  and  that  each  company  of  cavalry 
should  have  from  sixty  to  seventy-eight  pri- 
vates. Mr.  Wilson  explained  that  the  object 
was  to  have  a  minimum  number  in  the  cavalry 
as  in  the  infantry  and  artillery.  The  law  was 
construed  to  require  seventy-eight  privates  in 
each  company  before  organization.  At  the  sug- 
gestion of  Mr.  Grimes,  Mr.  Wilson  moved  to 
amend,  so  that  "each  company  hereafter  or- 
ganized" should  have  from  sixty  to  seventy- 
eight  privates.  The  amendment  was  agreed  to, 
and  the  bill  passed.  In  the  House,  on  the 
twenty-third,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dunn,  of  In- 
diana, the  bill  was  taken  from  the  Speaker's 
table,  and  passed.  It  was  approved  by  the 
President  on  the  sixth  day  of  January,  1863. 

No.  XLI.— The  Bill  to  increase  the  Clerical  and 
other  Force  of  the  Quartermaster- Genera? t 
Office,  and  for  other  purposes. 
In  the  Senate,  on  the  fourteenth  of  January, 

1863,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  authorise  the  ap- 
pointment of  three  auditors  and  a  solicitor  for 
the  quartermaster's  department,  and  to  increase 
the  clerical  force  of  the  Quartermaster-General's 
office.  The  bill  provided  that  there  should  be 
appointed  three  auditors  of  the  quartermaster's 
department,  who  should  each  receive  a  compen- 
sation of  two  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  and 
who  should  perform  such  duties  as  might  be  as- 
signed to  them,  under  the  direction  of  the  Quar- 
termaster-General, and  in  his  office,  in  connection 
with  the  examination  and  settlement  of  accounts 
of  money  and  property ;  and  one  solicitor,  at  a 
compensation  of  two  thousand  dollars  per  an- 
num, who  should  be  a  person  of  legal  knowledge 
and  ability,  and  who  should,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Quartermaster-General,  take  charge  of,  and 
advise  the  Quartermaster-General  upon  all  legal 
questions  arising  in  the  service  of  the  quarter- 
master's department  It  also  provided  that  there 
should  be  added  to  the  clerical  force  of  the  Quar- 
termaster-General's office  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty clerks  of  class  one,  and  thirty  copyists,  at  an 
annual  compensation  of  six  hundred  dollars.  On 
the  sixteenth,  the  bill,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson, 
was  taken  up,  and  briefly  debated  by  Mr.  Wil- 
son, Mr.  Lane,  Mr.  Trumbull,  Mr.  Sherman,  and 
Mr.  Pomeroy.  On  the  twenty-third,  the  Senate 
resumed  its  consideration.     Mr.  Harlan  pro- 
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posed  to  amend  the  first  section,  by  striking 
out  the  word  "auditors,"  and  inserting  "as- 
sistant quartermasters-general;"  but  after  de- 
bate, withdrew  it.  Mr.  Hale  would  strike  out 
the  first  section,  authorizing  the  appointment 
of  three  auditors  and  one  solicitor.  On  the 
twenty-fourth,  the  Senate  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill ;  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wilson,  the  first  section  was  stricken  out,  and 
the  second  section  so  modified  as  to  read  :  u  That 
there  should  be  added  to  the  clerical  and  other 
force  in  the  office  of  the  Quartermaster- General 
four  clerks  of  class  four,  ninety  clerks  of  class 
one,  and  thirty  copyists  and  six  laborers,  at  an 
annual  compensation  of  six  hundred  dollars  each, 
to  be  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  War."  Mr. 
Fessenden  moved  to  amend,  by  adding  as  a 
new  section  :  44  That  in  settling  the  accounts  of 
officers  for  clothing  and  other  military  supplies, 
the  affidavit  of  any  officer  may  be  received,  to 
show  the  loss  of  vouchers,  or  company  books,  or 
any  matter  or  circumstance  tending  to  prove 
that  any  apparent  deficiency  was  occasioned  by 
unavoidable  accident  or  loss  in  actual  service, 
without  any  fault  on  his  part;  or  that  the  whole 
or  any  part  of  such  clothing  and  supplies  had 
been  properly  and  legally  used  and  appropriated ; 
and  such  affidavits  may  be  considered  as  evidence 
to  establish  the  facts  set  forth,  with  or  without 
other  evidence,  as  may  seem  to  the  Secretary  of 
War  just  and  proper  under  the  circumstances  of 
the  case."  Mr.  Trumbull  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment,  by  inserting  after  the  word  44  offi- 
cer" the  words,  44  stating  that  he  knows  of  no 
witness  by  whom  he  can  prove  the  same  facts." 
Mr.  Fessenden  objected  to  Mr.  Trumbuirs  amend- 
ment, and  after  debate  withdrew  his  own  amend- 
ment Mr.  Rice  renewed  it,  and  Mr.  Trumbull 
renewed  his  amendment  to  the  amendment,  and 
it  was  lost— yeas,  seventeen;  nays,  eighteen. 
Mr.  Sherman  moved  to  amend,  by  striking  out 
of  the  original  amendment  the  word  44  officers," 
and  inserting  44 commanding  officer  of  a  com- 
pany," and  it  was  agreed  to.  The  amendment 
as  amended  was  then  agreed  to — yeas,  twenty- 
one  ;  nays,  sixteen.  The  bill  as  amended  was 
then  passed,,  and  the  title  so  amended  as  to  read : 
u  A  bill  to  authorize  the  increase  of  the  clerical 
and  other  force  of  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment, and  for  other  purposes." 

In  the  House,  on  the  twenty-sixth,  Mr.  Olin, 
of  New -York,  moved  the  reference  of  the  bill  to 
the  Military  Committee,  and  it  was  so  referred. 
Mr.  McPherson,  of  Pennsylvania,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  reported  it  back  with- 
out amendment  It  was  passed  without  a  divi- 
sion, and  approved  by  the  President  on  the  sev- 
enth day  of  February,  1863. 

No*.  XLII. — The  Bill  to  authorize  the  Raising 
of  a  Volunteer  Force  for  the  Defence  of  Ken- 
tucky. 

In  the  House,  on  the  twelfth  of  December, 
1861,  Mr.  Blair,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  raising 
of  a  volunteer  force  for  the  better  defence  of 


Kentucky.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Bingham,  of  Ohio, 
it  was  so  amended  as  to  subject  the  force  so 
raised  to  44  the  rules  and  regulations  of  war." 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Wickliffe,  its  further  consider- 
ation was  postponed  to  the  sixteenth,  and  on 
that  day  it  was  taken  up,  debated,  amended,  and 
passed. 

The  Senate,  on  the  seventeenth,  referred  the 
bill  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  On 
the  sixteenth  of  July,  1862,  Mr.  Wilson  reported 
it  back  with  an  amendment  The  Senate,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Davis,  proceeded  to  its  considera- 
tion. It  proposed  to  empower  the  Military 
Board  of  Kentucky  to  raise,  and  organize  into 
regiments,  a  volunteer  force  not  exceeding  twen- 
ty thousand  rank  and  file,  to  serve  for  one  year 
within  the  limits  of  Kentucky  in  repelling  inva- 
sion, suppressing  insurrection,  and  guarding  and 
protecting  the  public  property ;  but  at  any  time 
that  it  might  be  necessary,  these  troops  might 
be  employed  out  of  the  limits  of  Kentucky 
against  the  enemies  of  the  State  or  of  the 
United  States.  The  officers  and  soldiers  en- 
rolled and  mustered  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States  were  to  be  subject  to  the  rules 
and  articles  of  war,  and  to  be  placed  on  the 
same  footing  with  other  volunteers  of  the  United 
States  as  to  pay,  subsistence,  clothing,  and  other 
emoluments,  for  and  during  the  time  they  might 
be  in  service.  The  Military  Committee  reported, 
as  an  amendment,  a  new  section,  providing  that 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  com- 
manding general  of  the  department  of  which 
Kentucky  might  be  a  part,  the  volunteers  au- 
thorized to  be  raised  by  this  act,  or  any  por- 
tion of  them,  might  attach  themselves  to,  and 
become  part  of  the  body  of  the  three  years  Ken- 
tucky volunteers.  The  amendment  was  agreed 
to.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Collamer,  the  bill  was 
further  amended,  so  that  the  officers  and  men 
should  only  be  paid  while  in  44  actual  service." 
After  debate,  in  which  Mr.  Davis,  Mr.  Wilson, 
Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana,  Mr.  King,  Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Collamer,  Mr.  Clark,  and  Mr.  Cowan  par- 
ticipated, Mr.  Trumbull  moved  the  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  bill.  Mr.  Howe  took  the 
floor,  and  the  bill  went  over,  and  was  not  again 
called  up  during  that  session. 

On  the  fifth  of  January,  1863,  Mr.  Davis 
moved  to  take  up  the  bill  for  consideration, 
and  the  motion  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Trumbull, 
after  debate,  withdrew  his  motion  for  indefinite 
postponement,  and  the  bill  was  amended,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Davis,  so  as  to  authorize  the  troops 
to  be  raised  by  the  44  Governor"  instead  of  the 
44 Military  Board;"  further  amended,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Collamer,  so  as  to  allow  the  troops  to  be 
raised  with  44  the  consent  of  the  President,"  and 
then  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clark,  recommitted  to  the 
Military  Committee. 

On  the  eighth,  Mr.  Wilson  reported  the  bill 
back,  with  an  amendment  in  the  nature  of  a 
substitute.  The  Senate,  on  the  ninth,  proceed- 
ed to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  and  the  amend- 
ment. The  amendment  reported  by  the  Military 
Committee  was  to  strike  out  all  after  the  enact- 
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ing  clause,  and  insert:  That  the  Governor  of 
Kentucky,  by  the  consent  and  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  President,  should  have  the  power  to 
raise  and  organize  into  regiments  a  volunteer 
force  not  exceeding  twenty  thousand,  to  serve 
for  the  term  of  twelve  months,  to  be  employed 
within  the  limits  of  Kentucky  in  repelling  inva- 
sion, suppressing  insurrection,  and  guarding  and 
protecting  the  public  property:  Provided,  that 
at  any  time  it  might  be  necessary,  in  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  President,  these  troops  might  be 
employed  out  of  the  limits  of  Kentucky  against 
the  enemies  of  the  United  States.  That  the  regi- 
mental and  company  officers  should  be  appoint- 
ed and  commissioned  by  the  State  of  Kentucky, 
provided  the  officers  should  be  entitled  to  pay 
only  when  the  regiments  or  companies  were  filled 
as  required  by  law  and  while  in  actual  service. 
That  the  regiments,  when  raised  and  officered, 
should  be  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  be  subject  to  the 
command  of  the  President  That  the  officers  and 
soldiers  thus  enrolled  and  mustered  into  service 
should  be  subject  to  the  rules  and  articles  of 
war,  and  should  be  placed  on  the  same  footing 
as  other  volunteers  in  the  service  of  \he  United 
States  as  to  pay,  subsistence,  clothing,  and  other 
emoluments,  except  bounty,  for  and  during  the 
time  they  might  be  in  actual  service  That  a 
portion  of  this  volunteer  corps,  not  exceeding 
two  regiments,  might  be  mounted,  and  armed  as 
mounted  riflemen.  That  the  President  should 
have  power  to  make  such  other  regulations  in 
regard  to  the  organization  of  this  force  as  he 
should  deem  expedient  for  the  interest  of  the 
service.  That  by  and  with  the  consent  of  the 
President,  the  volunteers  authorized  to  be  raised 
by  this  act,  or  any  portion  of  them,  might  be 
attached  to  and  become  part  of  the  three  years 
Kentucky  volunteers.  Mr.  Harlan  moved  to 
amend,  by  striking  out  the  words  "  Governor  of 
Kentucky,"  and  inserting  the  word  "  President," 
so  that  the  President  should  be  authorized  to 
raise  twenty  thousand  one  year's  volunteers  in 
any  State  or  States,  instead  of  authorizing  the 
Governor  of  Kentucky  to  raise  that  number  of 
men  in  that  State.  After  debate,  the  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to— yeas,  nineteen ;  nays,  six- 
teen. 

The  Senate,  on  the  twelfth,  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lane, 
of  Indiana,  reconsidered  the  vote  on  Mr.  Har- 
lan's amendment  —  yeas,  twenty-one  ;  nays, 
fourteen.  That  amendment,  and  others  agreed 
to  on  the  ninth,  were  then  rejected.  On  motion 
of  Mr.  Davis,  it  was  so  amended  that  the  troops 
should  be  u  raised  within  the  State  of  Kentucky." 
Mr.  Clark  moved  to  postpone  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  for  one  week;  but  the  motion  was 
lost— yeas,  thirteen ;  nays,  twenty-four.  It  was 
then  passed — yeas,  twenty-three ;  nays,  thirteen. 
The  bill  was,  on  the  sixteenth,  referred  by  the 
House  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 
On  the  fourth  of  February,  Mr.  Yeaman,  of 
Kentucky,  reported  it  back,  with  a  recommend- 
ation that  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  be  con- 


curred in.  Mr.  Stevens,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved 
its  reference  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
lost  —  yeas,  twenty-five  ;  nays,  ninety -three. 
Mr.  Olin  moved  the  previous  question,  and  un- 
der its  operation  the  substitute  of  the  Senate 
was  agreed  to.  So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  ap- 
proved by  the  President  on  the  seventh  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1863. 

No.  XLIIL— The  Bill  to  promote  the  efficiency  of 
the  Commissary  Department. 
In  the  House,  on  the  eighth  of  January, 
1863,  Mr.  Washburne,  of 'Illinois,  introduced  a 
bill  to  promote  the  efficiency  of  the  commissary 
department,  which  was  read  twice  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  Mr.  Mars- 
ton,  of  New-Hampshire,  on  the  fourth  of  Febru- 
ary, reported  it  back  with  an  amendment 

The  bill  provided  that  there  should  be  added 
to  the  subsistence  department  of  the  array,  by 
regular  promotions  therein,  one  brigadier-general, 
who  should  be  commissary-general  of  subsist- 
ence ;  one  colonel,  one  lieutenant-colonel,  and  two 
majors ;  the  colonel  and  lieutenant-colonel  to  be 
assistant  commissaries-general  of  subsistence; 
and  that  the  vacancies  in  the  above-mentioned 
grades  should  be  filled  by  regular  promotions  in 
the  department 

The  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  proposed 
to  amend  by  adding  to  the  bill,  that  the  vacan- 
cies created  by  the  promotions  therein  author- 
ized might  be  filled  by  selections  from  officers  of 
the  regular  or  volunteer  force ;  and  the  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  passed. 

On  the  seventh,  the  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Lane,  of  Indiana,  took  it  up  for  consideration. 
Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  so  that  the 
commissary-general,  who  was  to  have  the  rank 
a  brigadier-general,  should  be *  appointed  by  se- 
lection, and  the  other  officers  by  regular  pro- 
motion. Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana,  Mr.  Ten  Eyck, 
Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  and  Mr.  Howe  opposed  the 
amendment,  and  Mr.  Grimes  and  Mr.  Wilson  ad- 
vocated it,  not  in  opposition  to  the  promotion  of 
Colonel  Taylor,  the  Commissary- General,  but 
upon  the  ground  that  general  officers  were  ap- 
pointed by  selection.  Mr.  Wilkinsen  was  op- 
posed to  the  bill  and  the  amendment  Mr.- Wil- 
son modified  his  amendment  so  that  the  commis- 
sary-general should  be  selected  from  the  com- 
missary department ;  and  it  was  then  agreed  to, 
and  the  bill  passed.  On  the  same  day,  the  House, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Buffinton,  of  Massachusetts, 
concurred  in  the  Senate  amendment,  and  the  bill 
was  passed,  and  it  was  approved  on  the  ninth 
of  February,  1863. 

No.  XLIV. — The  Joint  Resolution  to  facilitate 
the  Payment  of  sick  and  wounded  Soldiers  in 
the  Hospitals  and  Convalescent  Gamps, 
In  the  Senate,  on  the  eighteenth  of  February, 
1863,  Mr.  Wilson  introduced  a  joint  resolution  to 
facilitate  the  discharge  of  sick  and  wounded  sol-, 
diers  in  the  hospitals  and  convalescent  camps, 
which  was  read  twice  and  referred  to  the  Military 
•Committee.    On  the  twentieth,  Mr.  Wilson  re 
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ported  it  back  without  amendment  It  directed 
the  Paymaster-General  to  take  immediate  mea- 
sures for  the  payment  of  the  sick  and  wounded 
soldiers  in  the  convalescent  camps,  hospitals, 
and  elsewhere,  so  that  they  might  be  fully  paid 
within  thirty  days  from  the  passage  of  the  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  Wilson  asked  for  the  immediate  consid- 
eration of  the  resolution,  and  there  being  no  ob- 
jection, the  Senate  proceeded  to  its  consideration. 
Mr.  Fessendcn  stated  the  difficulty  to  be  the  want 
of  the  descriptive  lists  in  the  hospitals  and  con- 
valescent camps.  Mr.  Wilson  thought  the  diffi- 
culty grew  out  of  the  want  of  system.  He  want- 
ed to  force  the  pay  department  to  put  its  strength 
upon  the  convalescent  camps  and  hospitals,  have 
every  man's  case  examined,  and  have  him  paid 
in  thirty  days.  Mr.  Grimes  did  not  think  the 
object  could  be  accomplished  in  thirty  days,  if  it 
was  applied  to  the  whole  country ;  and  he  moved 
to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out  the  word 
word  44  thirty"  and  inserting  44  sixty."  Mr.  Ten 
Eyck  opposed  the  amendment  Mr.  Wilson 
thought  there  was  something  in  the  suggestion 
of  Mr.  Grimes,  and  he  would  agree  to  the  amend- 
ment It  was  adopted,  and  the  resolution  passed. 
On  the  second  of  March,  the  joint  resolution  was 
taken  up  in  the  House  and  passed  ;  and  the  Pre- 
sident approved  it  on  the  third  of  March,  1868. 

No.  XLV.— The  Bill/or  Enrolling  and  Calling 
out  the  National  Forces,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  Janu- 
ary, 1863,  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  intro- 
duced a  bill  for  the  encouragement  of  reenlist- 
ments,  and  for  the  enrolling  and  drafting  the 
militia,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs.  On  the  thirty-first,  Mr.  Wilson 
reported  it  back,  with  an  amendment  as  a  sub- 
stitute. On  the  fourth  and  fifth  of  February,  the 
bill  was  debated  by  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Richardson,  Mr.  Trumbull,  Mr.  Carlisle,  Mr. 
Bayard,  Mr.  Collamer,  Mr.  Howard,  Mr.  Davis, 
and  Mr.  Doolittle,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lane,  of 
Indiana,  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

On  the  ninth  of  February,  Mr.  Wilson,  from 
the  Military  Committee,  reported  a  bill  for  en- 
rolling and  calling  out  the  national  forces,  and 
for  other  purposes,  in  thirty-six  sections.  The 
Senate,  on  the  sixteenth,  proceeded  to  its  consid- 
eration as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Mr.  Wil- 
son, in  explanation  of  the  provisions  of  the  bill, 
said: 

44  Sir,  we  have  endeavored  to  frame  this  great 
measure  for  the  defence  of  the  periled  nation 
against  the  blows  of  armed  treason  so  as  to  bear 
as  lightly  as  possible  upon  the  toiling  masses, 
and  to  put  the  burdens,  as  far  as  we  could  do  so, 
equally  upon  the  more  favored  of  the  sons  of  men. 
It  is  impossible,  in  this  world  of  inequality,  to 
frame  a  measure  of  this  character  to  bear  equally 
upon  all  conditions  of  men ;  but  this  bill  has 
been  framed  in  the  earnest  desire  to  make  its 
burdens  fall  as  gently  as  possible  upon  the  poor 


and  dependent  sons  of  toil.  But  it  is  a  high  and 
•sacred  duty,  resting  alike  upon  all  the  citizens  of 
the  republic,  upon  the  sons  of  toil  and  misfor- 
tune and  the  more  favored  few,  to  labor,  to  suffer, 
ay,  to  die,  if  need  be,  for  their  country.  Never 
since  the  dawn  of  creation  have  the  men  of  any 
age  been  summoned  to  the  performance  of  a  high- 
er or  nobler  duty  than  are  the  men  of  this  gene- 
ration in  America.  The  passage  of  this  great 
measure  will  clothe  the  President  with  ample  au- 
thority to  summon  forth  the  sons  of  the  repub- 
lic to  the  performance  of  the  high  and  sacred 
duty  of  saving  their  country,  now  menaced,  and 
the  periled  cause  of  civilization  and  freedom  in 
America,  and  of  winning  the  lasting  gratitude  ot 
coming  ages,  and  that  enduring  renown  which 
follows  ever  duty  nobly  and  bravely  done.  The 
enactment  of  this  bill  will  give  confidence  to  the 
Government,  strength  to  the  country,  and  joy  to 
the  worn  and  weary  soldiers  of  the  republio 
around  their  camp-fires  in  the  land  of  the  rebel- 
lion. 

44A  brief  analysis  of  the  sections  of  this  mea- 
sure will  exhibit  its  comprehensive  character, 
and  will,  I  am  sure,  commend  its  beneficent 
provisions  to  the  favor  of  Congress  and  of  the 
country. 

u  Section  one  declares  that  all  able-bodied  male 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  between  the  ages 
of  eighteen  and  forty-five,  shall  constitute  the 
national  forces,  and  be  liable  to  military  duty  at 
call  of  the  President,  with  certain  exceptions. 

44  Section  two  exempts  the  Vice-President, 
judges  of  the  various  courts  of  the  United  States : 
heads  of  departments ;  the  only  son  of  aged  and 
infirm  parents  dependent  upon  him;  or  where 
more  than  one  son,  in  such  cases  the  father  may 
elect  which  shall  be  exempt,  or  the  mother  if  the 
father  is  dead ;  only  brother  of  children  under 
twelve  whose  father  and  mother  are  dead ;  the  fa- 
ther of  motherless  children  under  twelve,  depend- 
ent upon  him  for  support ;  where  there  are  father 
and  sons  in  the  same  family  and  household,  and 
two  of  them  are  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States. 

44  Section  three  divides  the  forces  not  now  in 
service  into  two  classes.  1.  All  between  eight- 
een and  thirty  years  of  age,  and  all  the  unmar- 
ried between  thirty  and  forty-five.  2.  All  other 
persons  liable  to  do  military  duty ;  and  the  sec- 
ond class  not  to  be  called  into  service  until  after 
the  first  shall  have  been  called. 

44  Section  four  divides  the  United  States  into 
districts,  of  which  the  District  of  Columbia 
forms  one,  each  Territory  one  or  more  as  the 
President  shall  direct,  and  the  remainder  by  the 
congressional  districts,  as  fixed  by  State  laws, 
or  by  the  President  in  States  not  divided  into 
districts. 

44  Section  five  provides  that  the  President  shall 
appoint  a  provost-marshal  for  each  district,  with 
the  rank,  pay,  etc,  of  a  captain  of  cavalry,  the 
whole  to  be  under  a  provost-marshal  general, 
with  rank,  etc.,  of  a  colonel  of  cavalry,  whose 
office  shall  constitute  a  bureau  at  the  seat  of 
Government 
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"  Section  six  provides  that  the  Provost-Mar- 
shal General  shall  make  rules  for  government  of 
subordinates,  furnish  them  the  names  of  desert- 
ers, communicate  all  orders  of  the  President  for 
calling  out  the  national  forces ;  file  copies  of  en- 
rolment lists,  obtain  reports  from  his  subordi- 
nates; audit  all  accounts  connected  with  the 
service  under  his  direction,  and  perform  such 
other  duties  as  the  President  prescribes. 

"Section  seven.  The  provost- marshal  is  to 
arrest  and  send  to  the  nearest  military  post  all 
deserters  ;  to  inquire  into  and  report  to  his  supe- 
rior all  treasonable  practices ;  to  seize  and  con- 
fine spies  of  the  enemy ;  and  obey  generally  all 
lawful  regulations  and  orders  of  the  Provost-Mar- 
shal General. 

44  Section  eight  provides  for  a  board  of  enrol- 
ment in  each  district,  of  which  the  provost-mar- 
shal shall  be  president ;  the  others  to  be  appoint- 
ed by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  one 
to  be  a  practising  physician  and  surgeon. 

"Section  nine  provides  that  the  board  shall 
divide  the  districts  into  sub-districts  of  not  ex- 
ceeding two  without  the  direction  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  before  March  tenth,  and  in  each  al- 
ternate year  thereafter;  to  appoint  an  enrolling 
officer  in  each  sub-district,  and  furnish  blanks, 
etc  The  officer  to  enroll  all  persons  in  his  sub- 
district  before  April  first,  noting  age,  residence, 
and  occupation,  and  report  to  the  board;  the 
board  to  consolidate  the  names  into  a  list,  and 
report  to  the  Provost-Marshal  General  before  first 
May. 

u  Section  ten  provides  for  separate  enrolment 
of  the  classes,  and  that  the  ages  shall  be  reckon- 
ed from  the  first  July  after  enrolment 

44  Section  eleven.  The  enrolment  is  to  be  for 
two  years,  and  the  enrolled  to  be  liable  to  serve 
three  years,  or  for  the  war,  on  the  same  footing 
as  the  volunteers,  as  now  provided  by  law. 

M  Section  twelve.  In  case  of  call,  the  Presi- 
dent is  to  assign  to  each  district  the  number  of 
men  to  be  furnished  ;  the  board  to  draft  the  re- 
quired number,  and  sixty  per  cent  additional — 
the  drafted  men  to  be  notified  by  the  provost- 
marshal,  and  report  for  duty  within  ten  days. 

44  Section  thirteen.  Men  failing  to  report,  to  be 
treated  as  deserters,  unless  they  show  non-liabil- 
ity to  do  military  duty. 

44  Section  fourteen  provides  for  the  inspection 
of  the  drafted  men  by  the  surgeon  of  the  board, 
and  the  hearing  of  claims  for  exemption  by  the 
board ;  their  decision  to  be  final  in  all  cases. 

44  Section  fifteen  provides  for  the  trial  and  pun- 
ishment of  surgeons  for  receiving  presents  or 
agreeing  to  receive  any  valuable  thing  for  mak- 
ing a  false  report  or  for  neglecting  to  make  a  re- 
port Punishment  to  be  fine  not  more  than  five 
hundred  dollars  nor  less  than  two  hundred  dol- 
lars, imprisonment  at  discretion  of  court-martial, 
and  dismissal  from  service. 

"  Section  sixteen  provides  for  the  discharge  of 
those  not  required,  and  payment  of  their  travel- 
ling expenses.  Also  for  the  payment  of  the  ex- 
penses of  the  draft ;  expenses  of  arresting  and 
returning  deserters;  provides  against  commuta- 


tion to  the  provost-marshals  except  for  forage, 
and  for  pay  of  clerk  hire,  postage,  stationery,  etc 

44  Section  seventeen  "provides  for  substitutes. 

44  Section  eighteen  provides  for  paying  a  bounty 
of  fifty  dollars  to  ail  the  present  volunteers  who 
reenlist  for  one  year,  one  half  on  reenlistment, 
and  the  balance  at  the  end  of  the  term  of  reen- 
listment ;  those  who  reenlist  for  two  years,  twen- 
ty-five dollars  of  the  one  hundred  dollar  bounty 
provided  by  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  July 
twenty-second,  1861,  relating  to  volunteers. 

44  Section  nineteen  provides  for  the  consolida- 
tion of  companies  in  regiments  of  volunteers  from 
the  same  State,  when  reduced  to  one  half  the 
maximum,  and  for  a  reduction  of  the  officers  in 
such  cases  in  the  same  proportion. 

44  Section  twenty  provides  that  whenever  a  re- 
giment is  reduced  below  the  minimum  allowed 
by  law,  no  officers  shall  be  appointed  beyond  the 
number  necessary  to  command  the  regiment 

44  Section  twenty -one  repeals  so  much  of  sec- 
tion five  of  the  act  of  July  seventeenth,  1862,  as 
requires  the  approval  of  the  President  to  a  sen- 
tence of  a  court-martial  in  case  of  a  spy  or  a  de- 
serter, or  of  mutiny  or  murder,  and  substitutes  the 
approval  of  the  commanding  general  in  the  field. 

44  Section  twenty-two  gives  to  courts-martial 
power  to  punish  absenting  officers  by  reducing 
them  to  the  ranks  for  three  years. 

"Section  twenty-three  provides  that  soldiers 
shall  not  sell  or  dispose  of  the  clothes,  arms,  etc, 
furnished  by  the  United  States,  bat  all  such  ar- 
ticles may  be  seized  by  any  civil  or  military  offi- 
cer and  delivered  to  any  quartermaster. 

44  Section  twenty-four  provides  for  the  punish- 
ment by  fine  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars, 
and  imprisonment  not  less  than  six  months  nor 
more  than  two  years,  for  enticing  a  soldier  to  de- 
sert, for  concealing  or  harboring  or  employing  a 
deserter,  and  for  purchasing  his  arms,  clothing, 
etc,  and  the  same  penalty  for  any  superintend- 
ent or  conductor  of  any  public  conveyance,  cap- 
tains of  ships,  etc.,  for  carrying  away  or  refusing 
to  deliver  up  any  person  knowing  him  to  have 
deserted. 

44  Section  twenty-five  provides  the  same  pun- 
ishment for  resisting  a  draft,  or  for  counselling  or 
aiding  Resistance  to  a  draft,  or  counselling  drafted 
men  not  to  appear  at  the  place  of  rendezvous,  or 
dissuading  men  from  performing  military  duty. 

44  Section  twenty -six  provides  that  the  Presi- 
dent shall  issue  his  proclamation  declaring  that 
soldiers  now  absent  without  leave  may  return 
within  a  time  to  be  specified  by  him  without 
punishment,  except  the  forfeiture  of  their  pay 
and  rations  during  absence ;  and  those  who  do 
not  return,  to  be  treated  as  deserters. 

44  Section  twenty-seven  provides  for  taking  de- 
positions of  witnesses  not  residing  in  the  military 
district  where  the  court  is  held. 

44  Section  twenty-eight  provides  that  the  judge- 
advocate  shall  have  power  to  appoint  a  reporter 
to  record  the  proceedings  and  testimony  of  the 
courts-martial.  . 

44  Section  twenty-nine  provides  for  a  continu- 
ance for  cause  to  either-  party,  but  not  to  ex* 
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ceed  sixty  days,  if  the  prisoner  be  in  elose  con- 
finement 

44  Section  thirty.  In  time  of  war,  insurrection, 
and  rebellion,  cases  of  felony,  by  persons  in  mil- 
itary service,  are  to  be  tried  only  by  courts-mar- 
tial, subject  to  the  articles  of  war — the  penalty 
to  be  not  less  than  is  prescribed  in  the  State 
where  the  offence  is  committed. 

**  Section  thirty-one.  Officers  absent  on  leave 
are  to  receive  half-pay  and  allowance,  and  if  ab- 
sent without  leave,  no  pay  and  allowance  during 
such  absence. 

44  Section  thirty-two.  Commanders  of  regi- 
ments and  batteries  in  the  field  to  have  power 
to  grant  furloughs,  not  exceeding  thirty  days,  to 
five  per  cent  of  the  non-commissioned  officers 
and  privates,  for  good  conduct 

44  Section  thirty-three.  The  President  is  to  as- 
sign drafted  persons  to  any  corps  or  service  which 
exigencies  may  require. 

44  Section  thirty-four.  Details  to  special  service 
are  to  be  made  only  with  consent  of  the  com- 
manding officer  in  the  field,  and  no  extra  pay  for 
special  service  to  be  allowed. 

44  Section  thirty-five  rescinds  general  orders  of 
War  Department  Numbers  154  and  162,  and  for- 
bids enlisting  from  the  volunteers  for  regular 
army. 

44  Section  thirty-six  provides  compensation  for 
the  grades  in  the  cavalry  service,  not  before  pro- 
vided for,  namely,  regimental  commissary  same 
as  regimental  -  quartermaster,  chief  trumpeter 
same  as  chief  bugler,  saddler-sergeant  the  same 
as  regimental  commissary-sergeant,  company  com- 
missary-sergeant same  as  company  quartermas- 
ter's sergeant.  Also  provides  that  the  grade  of 
supernumerary  second  lieutenant  and  two  team- 
sters for  each  company,  and  one  chief  farrier  and 
blacksmith  for  each  regiment,  shall  be  abolished  ; 
also,  that  each  company  may  have  two  trumpet- 
ers, to  be  paid  as  buglers ;  one  veterinary  sur- 
gen  to  each  regiment,  at  seventy-five  dollars  per 
month,  and  rank  of  regimental  sergeant-major. 

44  Sir,  these  provisions  embodied  in  this  bill  are 
intended  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  country  and 
the  requirements  of  the  military  service.  They 
have  been  incorporated  into  the  bill  after  much 
examination  and  reflection,  and  with  the  appro- 
bation of  several  of  our  most  experienced  military 
men.  I  am  confident  the  enactment  of  this  bill, 
embodying  so  many  provisions  required  by  the 
exigencies  of  the  public  service,  will  weapon  the 
hands  of  the  nation,  fire  the  drooping  hearts  of 
the  people,  thrill  the  wasting  ranks  of  our  legions 
in  the  field,  carry  dismay  into  the  councils  of 
treason,  and  give  assurance  to  the  nations  that 
the  American  people  have  the  sublime  virtue  of 
heroic  constancy  and  endurance  that  will  assure 
the  unity  and  indivisibility  of  the  republic  of  ! 
the  United  States." 

Mr.  Cowan,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  to  exempt  | 
Members  of  Congress  from  the  enrolment  and' 
draft    On  motion  of  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  the 
Teas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the  amendment 
Mr.  Richardson,  of  Illinois,  and  Mr.  Doolittle,  of 
Wisconsin,  supported  Mr.  Cowan's  amendment 


Mr.  Wilson  thought  its  adoption  would  weaken 
the  moral  force  of  the  law — he  wanted  every  body 
to  feel  that  this  measure  was  a  necessity,  forced 
upon  us  by  the  needs  of  the  country ;  that  to  be 
drafted  to  carry  this  country  through  the  im- 
pending struggle  was  the  most  honorable  thing 
that  can  fall  upon  an  American  citizen.  The 
amendment  was  lost  —  yeas,  thirteen;  nays, 
twenty-four. 

Mr.  Cowan  then  moved  to  exempt  Governors, 
Members  of  the  State  legislatures,  and  members 
of  the  judiciary  of  the  several  States.  Mr. 
Clark,  of  New-Hampshire,  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  striking  out  the  words  44  members 
of  the  State  legislatures  " — yeas,  twenty -two ; 
nays,  twenty ;  so  the  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Fessen- 
den,  Mr.  Cowan's  amendment  exempting  the 
members  of  the  judiciary  of  the  several  States 
was  amended  by  adding  the  words,  44  justices  of 
the  peace  not  included ;"  and  the  amendment  as 
amended  was  adopted.  Mr.  Collamer  moved  to 
amend  the  twelfth  section  by  adding,  44  that  in 
assigning  to  the  districts  the  number  of  men  to 
be  furnished,  the  President  should  take  into  ac- 
count the  number  of  volunteers  or  militia  fur- 
nished from  the  State,  and  allow  the  same,  ac- 
cording to  the  period  of  their  service,  and  allow 
the  same  to  be  apportioned  equally  among  the 
districts  in  the  State,  and  make  apportionment 
of  the  districts  of  the  several  States  accordingly.** 
Mr.  Sumner  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  so 
as  to  include  all  persons  furnished  the  navy  as 
far  as  can  be  ascertained.  The  amendment  to 
the  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Grimes, 
Mr.  Rice,  Mr.  Davis,  and  Mr.  Howe,  and  rejected. 
Mr.  Collamer' s  amendment  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Powell  moved  to  exempt  professors  in  col- 
leges and  teachers  in  schools ;  but  the  amendment 
was  rejected  without  a  division.  Mr.  Sumner 
moved  to  amend  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Collamer, 
which  had  been  agreed  to,  by  adding  44  that  in 
assigning  to  the  districts  in  each  State  the  num- 
ber of  men  to  be  furnished  therefrom,  the  Presi- 
dent should  take  into  account  the  number  of  per- 
sons that  might  thereafter  be  furnished  to  the 
navy,  so  far  as  could  be  ascertained ;"  and  it  was 
agreed  to.  Mr.  Clark  moved  to  strike  out  the 
thirteenth  section,  and  insert:44  that  any  person 
drafted  and  notified  to  appear  as  aforesaid,  may, 
on  or  before  the  day  fixed  for  his  appearance,  fur- 
nish an  acceptable  substitute  to  take  bis  place  in 
the  draft,  or  he  may  pay  to  such  person  as  the 
Secretary  of  War  may  authorize  to  receive  it, 
such  sum,  not  exceeding  three  hundred  dollars, 
as  the  Secretary  may  determine  for  the  procura- 
tion of  such  substitute,  and  thereupon  such  per- 
son so  furnishing  the  substitute  or  paying  the 
money  shall  be  discharged  from  further  liability 
under  that  draft ;  and  any  person  failing  to  re- 
port after 'due  service  of  notice  as  herein  pre- 
scribed without  furnishing  a  substitute  or  paying 
the  required  sum  therefor,  shall  bo  deemed  a  de- 
serter, and  shall  be  arrested  by  the  provost-mar- 
shal and  sent  to  the  nearest  military  post  for  trial 
by  court-martial,  unless,  upon  proper  showing 
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he  is  not  liable  to  do  military  duty,  the  board  of 
enrolment  shall  relieve  him  from  draft."  The 
amendment  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Nesmith  moved 
to  strike  out  the  third  section,  providing  that  the 
national  forces  should  be  divided  into  two  classes, 
the  first  of  which  should  comprise  all  persons 
■ubject  to  do  military  duty  between  the  ages  of 
eighteen  and  thirty  years,  and  all  unmarried  per- 
sons subject  to  do  military  duty  above  the  age 
of  thirty  and  under  the  ago  of  forty-five ;  the 
second  class  should  comprise  all  other  persons 
subject  to  do  military  duty ;  and  they  should  not, 
in  any  district,  be  called  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States  until  those  of  the  first  class  should 
have  been  called.  Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  amend 
the  section  proposed  to  be  stricken  out,  by  strik- 
ing out  the  word  "  eighteen "  and  inserting 
" twenty,"  and  striking  out  the  word  "thirty" 
and  inserting  "  thirty-five,"  so  that  the  classes 
would  be  from  twenty  to  thirty-five,  and  from 
thirty-five  to  forty-five ;  and  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to.  Mr.  Nesmith's  motion  to  strike  out 
the  third  section  was  lost 

Mr.  Doolittle  moved  to  amend  the  first  section 
by  adding  that  persons  of  foreign  birth  who 
should  have  declared  on  oath  their  intention  to 
become  citizens,  and  who  should  have  exercised 
the  privileges  of  citizens  by  voting  in  the  United 
States,  should  be  deemed  to  be  citizens  of  the 
United  States  within  the  meaning  of  the  act 
The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Howard,  of 
Michigan,  and  Mr.  Davis,  of  Kentucky,  and  re- 
jected. Mr.  Harris,  of  New- York,  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  adding,  41  persons  who,  being 
from  scruples  of  conscience  averse  to  bearing  arms, 
are,  by  the  constitution  of  any  State,  excused 
therefrom."  Mr.  McDougall,  of  California,  de- 
clared that  the  obligation  rested  equally  upon  all, 
and  the  law  should  apply  to  all.  Mr.  Clark,  of 
New-Hampshire,  would  exempt  those  whose  re- 
ligious feelings  would  be  shocked  if  compelled  to 
bear  arms.  Mr.  Ten  Eyck,  of  New-Jersey,  thought 
the  amendment  did  not  go  far  enough.  Mr.  Lane, 
of  Indiana,  said  the  elect  of  the  amendment 
would  be  unequal  and  unjust  Mr.  Sumner 
moved  to  modify  Mr.  Harris's  amendment  so  as  to 
exempt  the  clergy.  Mr.  McDougall  hoped  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  would  not  include 
the  Methodist  clergy,  as  they  were  a  fighting 
clergy.  Mr.  Howard  thought  the  loyal  clergy 
were  the  most  fighting  portion  of  the  people. 
Mr.  Wilson  would  not  exempt  lawyers  or  clergy- 
men. Mr.  Davis  would  say  to  all  of  them :  44  Fight, 
pay,  or  emigrate."  Mr.  Henderson,  of  Missouri, 
would  excuse  nobody.  Mr.  Harris  then  withdrew 
his  amendment  Mr.  Sumner  moved  to  exempt 
ministers  of  the  Gospel.  The  amendment  was 
supported  by  Mr.  Sumner  and  Mr.  Morrill,  and 
opposed  by  Mr.  McDougall,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Har- 
ris, and  Mr.  Henderson,  and  rejected. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  thi  Senate  as 
amended.  The  amendment  exempting  governors 
and  judges  was  lost  —  yeas,  seventeen;  nays, 
nineteen ;  and  the  amendment  giving  States  credit 
for  persons  furnished  to  the  navy  was  non-con- 
curred in— yeas,  eleven;   nays,  twenty-five. 


Other  amendments  made  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  were  concurred  in.  Mr.  Wilkinson  moved 
to  exempt  members  of  Congress,  governors,  and 
judges  of  the  several  States ;  but  the  motion  was 
lost — yeas,  sixteen ;  nays,  twenty.  Mr.  Lane, 
of  Kansas,  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  classes 
exempted,  the  Vice-President,  the  Judges  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  heads  of  the  various  ex- 
ecutive departments  —  yeas,  fourteen ;  nays, 
twenty-two ;  so  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  McDougall  moved  to  amend  by  adding  to 
the  first  section  that  all  able-bodied  male  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  and  persons  of  foreign  birth, 
who  should  have  declared  on  oath  their  intention 
to  become  citizens,  under  and  in  pursuance  of 
the  laws  thereof,  between  the  ages  of  eighteen 
and  forty-five  years,  except  as  hereinafter  ex- 
cepted, were  hereby  declared  to  constitute  the 
national  forces — yeas,  twenty-seven;  nays, nine; 
so  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wilson  said  the  bill  was  a  good  one,  and 
he  proposed  to  put  it  in  operation  by  adding,  as 
a  new  section,  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  was  authorized  and  empowered,  during  the 
present  rebellion,  to  call  forth  the  national  forces 
by  draft  in  the  manner  provided  for  in  this  act 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 
Mr.  Cowan  moved  to  strike  out  in  the  eleventh 
section  the  words,  u  three  years  or  during  the 
war,"  and  insert  "one  year" — yeas,  ten;  nays, 
twenty-six.  Mr.  Harris  then  moved  to  strike  out 
the  words  44  three  years,"  and  insert  44  two  years ;" 
but  the  amendment  was  rejected.  The  bill  was 
then  passed  without  a  division. 

In  the  House,  on  the  twenty-third  of  February, 
the  Speaker  stated  the  business  to  be  the  consid- 
eration of  the  Senate  bill  for  enrolling  and  calling 
out  the  national  forces.  Mr.  Olin,  of  New- York, 
moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Affairs.  Mr.  Holman,  of  Indiana,  suggested 
that  the  bill  be  read  by  clauses  for  amendment, 
and  that  the  discussion  should  be  confined  to 
amendments.  Mr.  Valiandigham  objected  to  that 
mode  of  proceeding.  Mr.  Wickliffe,  of  Kentucky, 
moved  to  amend  the  motion  of  Mr.  Olin  to  com- 
mit the  bill  to  the  Military  Committee,  by  in- 
structing the  Committee  to  report  it  back  with  a 
proviso,  that  it  should  be  the  duty  of  the  com- 
mander of  troops  at  any  post  in  any  State,  on 
the  days  of  election  by  the  citizens  of  such  State, 
held  for  the  purpose  of  electing  State  officers,  or 
officers  of  the  United  States,  or  Representatives 
in  Congress,  or  electors  for  the  President  or  Vice- 
President,  to  remove  and  keep  his  troops  at  least 
one  mile  from  the  place  of  voting  during  said 
election.  Mr.  Cox  moved  to  amend  by  adding  a 
proviso,  that  no  one  should  be  enrolled  under  this 
act  except  able-bodied  white  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  Mr.  Biddle,  of  Pennsylvania,  did  not 
44  know  a  district  in  Pennsylvania  where  the  Pro- 
vost-Marshal, this  little  military  despot,  can  ex- 
ercise over  free-born  citizens  the  sway  that  is 
claimed  for  him."  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, declared  his  readiness  44  to  vote  the  last  man 
and  the  last  dollar  for  the  accomplishment  of  the 
great  object  before  us.    I  am  ready  to  fight  it  out 
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by  land  and  by  sea,  as  long  as  may  be  necessary 
to  crush  out  the  rebels  themselves,  and  all  their 
sympathizers  at  home  and  abroad."  Mr.  Wright, 
of  Pennsylvania,  was  not  opposed  to  the  spirit  of 
the  bill,  but  he  thought  some  of  its  provisions  in 
conflict  with  the  Constitution,  and  he  desired  to 
amend  it  Mr.  Sargent,  of  California,  was  in  favor 
of  the  bill,  44  because  it  distributes  equally  the  bur- 
dens of  the  war,  laying  them  as  well  upon  the 
lukewarm  friends  or  tne  open  opponents  of  the 
Government  as  upon  the  true  and  faithful ;  be- 
cause it  prevents  the  possibility  of  demagogues, 
who  seek  the  ruin  of  the  republic,  longer  pre- 
venting  the  enlistment  of  soldiers  to  fight  this 
great  battle  of  freedom."  Mr.  Sheffield,  of  Rhode 
Island,  thought  the  law  would  nut  to  a  severe  test 
the  loyalty  of  the  people ;  in  their  submission  to 
its  provisions  was  involved  the  question  of  their 
devotion  to  their  country.  Mr.  White,  of  Ohio, 
bitterly  denounced  the  bill  as  an  arbitrary  meas- 
ure. Mr.  Vallandigham  denounced  the  bi  1  as  a 
measure  "  to  abrogate  the  Constitution,  to  repeal 
all  existing  laws,  to  destroy  all  rights,  to  strike 
down  the  judiciary,  and  erect  upon  the  ruins  of 
civil  and  political  liberty  a  stupendous  superstruc- 
ture of  despotism."  Mr.  Bingham,  of  Ohio,  re- 
plied to  Mr.  Vallandigham  in  a  speech  of  great 
power.  Mr.  Voorhees,  of  Indiana,  declared  that 
the  administration  would  deceive  the  country  no 
more,  nor  coerce  or  intimidate  it  with  its  measures. 

On  the  twenty -fourth,  the  debate  was  resumed 
by  Mr.  Mallory,  of  Kentucky,  in  opposition  to 
the  passage  of  the  bill.  Mr.  Dunn,  of  Indiana, 
declared  that  the  necessity  was  upon  us  to  pass  a 
bill  of  this  character.  Mr.  Pendleton,  of  Ohio, 
and  Mr.  Wickliffe,  of  Kentucky,  spoke  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  passage  of  the  bill.  Mr.  Stevens, 
of  Pennsylvania,  advocated  the  passage  of  the 
measure  with  some  amendments.  Mr.  Steele,  of 
New- York,  objected  to  the  bill  44  as  one  of  a 
series  of  measures  which  centralize  power  in  the 
Federal  Government."  Mr.  S.  C.  Fessenden,  of 
Maine,  and  Mr.  Kelley,  of  Pennsylvania,  advocat- 
ed the  measure,  and  Mr.  Cox,  of  Ohio,  and  Mr. 
Norton,  of  Missouri,  opposed  it  On  the  twenty- 
fifth,  Mr.  Thomas,  of  Massachusetts,  opened  the 
debate  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the  bill :  i(  You 
die,"  he  said,  44  without  this  measure ;  you  can 
no  more  with  it,  except  you  die  as  cowards  die, 
many  times."  Mr.  Crittenden,  of  Kentucky,  fol- 
lowed in  opposition  to  the  measure.  41 A  negro 
army,"  he  declared,  44  is  a  weakness  in  your 
country.  It  unnerves  the  white  man's  hand  ;  it 
unnerves  the  white  man's  heart  White  men 
will  not  fight  by  the  side  of  negroes." 

Mr.  Olin  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  of  the  seventh  section  the  words,  44  to  inquire , 
into  antl  report  to  the  Provost-Marshal  General 
all  treasonable  practices ;  to  detect,  seize,  and 
confine  spies  of  the  enemy,"  and  inserting  in  lieu 
thereof,  u  To  detect,  seize,  and  confine  spies  of 
the  enemy,  who  shall,  without  unreasonable  de- 
lay, be  delivered  to  the  custody  of  the  general 
commanding  the  district  in  which  they  may  be 
arrested,  to  be  tried  as  soon  as  the  exigencies  of  | 
the  service  permit;"  and  the  amendment  was 


agreed  to.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Olin  the  bill  was 
amended  by  adding  as  a  new  section,  that  all 
persons  who,  in  time  of  war  or  of  rebellion 
against  the  supreme  authority  of  the  United 
States,  should  be  found  lurking  or  acting  as  spies 
in  or  about  any  fortification,  post  or  encampment 
of  any  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States  or 
elsewhere,  should  be  triable  by  military  commis- 
sion, and,  upon  conviction,  should  suffer  death. 
Mr.  Cox  moved  to  insert  the  word  44  white "  be- 
fore 44 able-bodied."  Mr.  Lovejoy  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered — yeas, 
fifty-two ;  nays,  eighty-five. 

Mr.  Holman,  of  Indiana,  moved  to  amend  by 
inserting  as  a  substitute  a  new  bill  of  eleven  sec- 
tions— yeas,  forty -five ;  nays,  one  hundred  and 
seven ;  so  Mr.  Holman's  amendment  was  rejected. 
The  bill  was  then  passed — yeas,  one  hundred  and 
fifteen ;  nays,  forty -eight 

On  the  twenty -eighth,  the  Senate,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Wilson,  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  House  amendments.  Mr.  Bayard,  of  Dela- 
ware, moved  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the 
bill,  and  spoke  at  length  against  its  provisions. 
Mr.  McDougall,  of  California,  followed  in  support 
of  the  bill.  Mr.  Turpie,  of  Indiana,  declared 
that  44  the  opposition  to  this  measure  was  made 
because  it  was  palpably  in  violation  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States."  Mr.  Carlisle 
spoke  in  opposition  to  the  measure.  Mr.  Hicks, 
of  Maryland,  spoke  for  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Ken- 
nedy, of  the  same  State,  against  it  Mr.  Davis 
and  Mr.  Powell,  of  Kentucky?  Mr.  Richardson, 
of  Illinois,  and  Mr.  Saulsbury,  of  Delaware,  spoke 
in  opposition  to  the  bill.  The  question  was  then 
taken  on  Mr.  Bayard's  motion  to  indefinitely 
postpone  it,  and  it  was  lost— yeas,  eleven  ;  nays, 
thirty-five.  The  several  amendments  of  the 
House  were  then  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  was 
approved  by  the  President  on  the  third  of  March, 
1863. 

No.  XL VI. — The  Act  to  amend  an  Act  entitled 
41  An  Act  to  authorize  the  Employment  of 
Volunteers  to  aid  in  Enforcing  the  Laws,  and 
Protecting  Public  Property"  approved  July 
twenty  second,  1861. 

In  the  Senate  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  Febru- 
ary, 1863,  Mr.  Howe,  of  Wisconsin,  from  the 
Committee  on  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  to  amend 
the  act  to  authorize  the  employment  of  volun- 
teers, approved  the  twenty-second  of  July,  1861. 
The  bill  provided  that  every  non-commissioned  offi- 
cer, private,  or  other  person  who  had  been,  or  might 
thereafter  be,  discharged  from  the  army  within  two 
,  years  from  the  date  of  his  enlistment,  by  reason 
of  wounds  received  in  battle,  should  be  entitled 
to  receive  the  same  bounty  as  was  granted,  or 
might  be  granted,  to  the  same  class  of  persons 
who  were  discharged  after  a  service  of  two  years. 
It  was  read  three  times,  engrossed,  and  passed 
without  a  division.  In  the  House,  on  the  second 
of  March,  it  was  taken  up  and  passed.  It  was 
approved  by  the  President  on  the  third  of  March, 
!  1868. 


48 


REBELLION  RECORD,  1864. 


No.  XL VII. — The  Joint  Resolution  giving  the 
Thanks  of  Congress  to  Major- General  William 
S.  Rosecrans  and  the  Officers  and  Men  under 
his  Command,  for  their  Gallantry  and  Good 
Conduct  in  the  Battle  of  Murfreesboro,  Ten- 
nessee. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  eighth  of  January,  1863, 
Mr.  Wilson  introduced  a  joint  resolution,  giving 
the  thanks  of  Congress  to  Major-General  William 
S.  Rosecrans,  and  the  officers  and  men  under  his 
command,  for  their  gallantry  and  good  conduct 
at  the  battle  of  Murfreesboro,  Tennessee,  which 
was  read  twice  and  referred  to  the  Military 
Committee. 

On  the  twenty-first,  Mr.  Wilson  reported  it 
back  without  amendment.  It  presents  the  thanks 
of  Congress  to  Major-General  William  S.  Rose- 
crans, and,  through  him,  to  the  officers  and  men 
under  his  command,  for  their  distinguished  gal- 
lantry and  good  conduct  at  the  battle  of  Mur- 
freesboro, Tennessee,  where  they  achieved  a  sig- 
nal victory  for  our  arms ;  and  the  President 
of  the  United  States  was  requested  to  cause  the 
foregoing  resolution  to  be  communicated  to  Major- 
General  Rosecrans,  in  such  terms  as  he  may 
deem  best  calculated  to  give  effect  to  it. 

On  the  twenty-seventh  of  February,  Mr.  Wil- 
son called  up  the  resolution,  which  had  not  been 
acted  upon  because  the  official  report  of  the  bat- 
tle had  not  been  received.  The  report  had  been 
received,  and  the  resolution  was  taken  up  and 
passed.  * 

The  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  second 
of  March,  took  up  and  passed  the  joint  resolu- 
tion, and  it  was  approved  on  the  third  of  March, 
1863. 

No.  XLVIII.— The  Bill  providing  for  the  Or- 
ganization of  the  Signal  Corps. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  ninth  of  February,  Mr. 
Lane,  of  Indiana,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the 
organization  of  a  Signal  Corps  to  serve  during 
the  war,  which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed,  with  the  report  accompanying  it  On 
the  nineteenth,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lane,  of  In- 
diana, the  bill  was  taken  up,  considered  and 
passed. 

In  the  House,  on  the  second  of  March,  the  bill 
was  taken  up  and  read  twice ;  and  on  motion  of 
Mr.  McPherson,  it  was  amended  by  adding  five 
new  sections,  providing,  that  paymasters  be  re- 
quired, when  informed  by  soldiers  of  the  loss 
of  allotment  checks,  to  forward  the  information 
to  the  United  States  Sub-Treasurer  in  the  city 
of  New- York.  That  there  may  be  appointed  fifty 
surgeons  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  assistant- 
surgeons  of  volunteers.  That  section  two  of  the 
act  approved  March  third,  1849,  entitled  **  An  act 
to  provide  for  the  payment  of  horses  and  other 
property  lost  or  destroyed  in  the  military  service 
of  the  United  States,"  should  be  construed  to  in- 
clude steamboats  and  other  vessels,  and  railroad 
engines  and  cars.  That  no  steamboat,  nor  the 
master  or  owner  of  any  steamboat,  should  be 


liable  to  any  of  the  penalties  prescribed  by  exist- 
ing laws,  nor  be  liable  to  any  person  or  persons 
for  any  injury  or  damage  that  may  result,  for 
transporting  gunpowder,  or  any  materials  which 
ignite  by  friction,  or  oils  or  other  explosive  burn- 
ing fluids,  when  such  transportation  should  be 
done  in  the  service  of  the  Government  That  that 
part  of  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  to  authorize 
the  employment  of  volunteers,  approved  July 
twenty -second,  1861,  which  secures  to  the  widows 
of  such  volunteers  as  die  or  may  be  killed  in 
service,  a  bounty  of  one  hundred  dollars,  should 
not  be  construed  to  apply  to  any  widow  of  any 
soldier  dying  or  killed  in  service  who  may  have 
wilfully,  maliciously,  and  without  just  provocir 
tion,  deserted  her  husband  before  he  entered  such 
service.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Dunn,  of  Indian*, 
the  bill  was  so  amended  as  to  provide,  that  the 
laws  heretofore  passed  relating  to  the  pay  of  the 
volunteers  and  militia  called  into  the  service  since 
the  first  day  of  April,  1861,  should  be  so  con- 
strued as  to  allow  payment  to  such  volunteer! 
and  militia  to  commence  as  follows :  to  the  en- 
listed men  from  the  date  of  their  individual  en- 
rolment or  enlistment,  and  to  the  non-commis- 
sioned officers  from  the  date  at  which  they  were 
mustered  into  service,  the  date  of  their  entering 
upon  actual  service  in  the  field,  or  the  date  of  the 
organization  of  their  respective  companies  or  regi- 
ments, in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  generil 
orders  of  the  War  Department,  whichever  of  those 
dates  should  in  point  of  time  first  occur. 

Mr.  Holman,  of  Indiana,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  by  adding  a  new  section,  providing  that  the 
pay  of  privates  in  the  service  of  the  United  States 
should,  after  the  first  day  of  March,  1863,  be 
fifteen  dollars  per  month ;  and  it  was  agreed  to— 
yeas,  eighty-four;  nays,  forty-six.  On  motion 
of  Mr.  Wright,  of  Pennsylvania,  it  was  further 
amended  by  adding  three  sections,  providing 
that  the  President,  the  Secretary  of  War,  and 
the  Surgeon-General  be  authorized  to  purchase 
one  or  more  site  or  sites  for  the  purpose  of  erects 
ing  suitable  hospital  buildings  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  poor,  disabled,  discharged  soldiers  of 
the  army  or  of  the  volunteer  service,  and  to  be 
paid  for,  as  well  as  the  cost  of  the  improvements 
and  buildings,  out  of  the  appropriation  of  two 
million  dollars  made  by  an  act  entitled  44  An  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
army,"  approved  fifth  Jaly,  1862.  That  the  Presi 
dent,  Secretary  of  War,  and  Surgeon-General 
were  authorized  to  make  rules  and  regulations  as 
to  the  management,  control,  and  superintendence 
of  said  hospitals.  That  the  soldiers  who  may  be 
entitled,  under  rules  and  regulations,  to  be  placed 
in  the  hospitals,  should  be  fed,  clothed,  and  care- 
fully provided  for,  at  the  cost  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  so  long  as  they  were  dis- 
abled and  incompetent  to  procure  a  living,  or  had 
not  the  means  of  self-support:  Provided,  that  no 
soldier  during  the  time  he  might  reside  in  the 
said  hospital  or  home  should  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive any  pension.  The  bill,  as  amended,  was 
then  passed.  The  amendments  of  the  House 
were  not  acted  upon  by  the  Senate, 
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fa.  XLIX. — The  Bill  authorizing  the  Brevetting 
of  Volunteer  Officers. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  eighteenth  of  February, 
863,  Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana,  from  the  Military 
Committee,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  bre- 
etting  of  volunteer  and  other  officers,  which  was 
ead  and  passed  to  a  second  reading.  On  the  twen- 
y-fifth,  the  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lane,  procecd- 
d  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill.  It  proposed  to 
authorize  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice 
ind  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  confer  brevet  rank 
ipon  such  commissioned  officers  of  the  volun- 
eer  and  other  forces  in  the  United  States  service 
is  had  been,  or  might  thereafter  be,  distinguish- 
>d  by  gallant  actions  or  meritorious  conduct; 
rhich  rank  should  not  entitle  them  to  any  in- 
rease  of  pay  or  emoluments.  The  bill  was  passed 
vithout  amendment.  In  the  House,  on  the  sec- 
>nd  of  March,  it  was  taken  up,  read  three  times, 
md  passed  without  amendment,  and  approved 
>y  the  President  on  the  third  day  of  March,  1863. 

Sta  L. —  The  Bill  to  promote  the  Efficiency  of 
the  Corps  of  Engineers,  and  of  the  Ordnance 
Departmen  t,  and  for  other  purposes. 
In  the  House,  on  the  thirteenth  of  June,  1862, 
Jr.  Dunn,  of  Indiana,  from  the  Committee  on 
Jilitary  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  promote  the 
.fficiency  of  the  corps  of  engineers,  and  of  the 
x>mmissary  department,  which  was  read  twice, 
ind  its  further  consideration  postponed.  On  the 
went}' -fourth,  it  was  considered  and  recommitted, 
>n  motion  of  Mr.  Dunn,  to  the  Military  Commit- 
ee,  with  leave  to  report  at  any  time.  On  the 
linth  of  July,  Mr.  Dunn  reported  it  back  with 
amendments,  which  were  concurred  in,  and  the 
>ill  passed.  The  Senate,  on  the  eleventh,  re- 
erred  it  to  the  Military  Committee,  but  no  action 
ras  taken  at  that  session. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  thirteenth  of  February, 
llr.  Wilson  introduced  a  bill  to  reorganize  the 
eorps  of  engineers,  which  was  read  twice,  and 
•eferred  to  the  Military  Committee.  On  the  sev- 
enteenth, Mr.  Wilson  reported  back  with  an 
imendment  It  was  taken  up  for  consideration 
>n  the  twenty-sixth.  It  proposed  to  abolish  the 
xwps  of  topographical  engineers,  and  to  merge  it 
nto  the  corps  of  engineers,  which  were  to  have 
me  chief  engineer,  with  the  rank,  pay,  and  emol- 
uments of  a  major-general ;  two  inspectors-gen- 
eral of  fortifications,  with  the  rank,  pay,  and 
emoluments  of  brigadier-generals  ;  five  colonels, 
«n  lieutenant-colonels,  twenty  majors,  thirty 
aptains,  thirty  first  lieutenants,  and  ten  second 
ieutenants.  The  general  officers  provided  were 
jo  be  selected  from  the  corps  of  engineers,  and 
>fficers  of  all  lower  grades  were  to  take  rank  ac- 
cording ta  their  respective  dates  of  commission  in 
.he  existing  corps  of  engineers  or  corps  of  topo- 
graphical engineers.  No  officer  of  the  corps  of 
engineers  was  thereafter  to  be  promoted  to  a 
ligher  grade  before  having  passed  a  satisfactory 
examination  before  a  board  of  three  engineers, 
ienior  to  him  in  rank  ;  and  should  the  officer  fail 
it  the  examination,  he  was  to  be  suspended  from 
promotion  for  one  year,  when  he  should  be  reex- 
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amined,  and,  upon  a  second  failure,  should  be 
dropped  by  the  President  from  the  army. 

The  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  reported  as 
an  amendment  that  there  should  be  added  to  the  9 
ordnance  department,  one  lieutenant-colonel,  two 
majors,  four  captains,  four  first  lieutenants,  and 
eight  second  lieutenants.  That  there  should  be 
added  to  the  officers  in  the  quartermaster's  de- 
partment, by  regular  promotion,  one  colonel,  four 
lieutenant-colonels,  and  eight  majors ;  that  the 
increase  of  rank  and  officers,  and  in  the  number 
of  officers  provided  in  sections  four  and  five  of 
the  act  should  continue  only  during  the  existence 
of  the  present  rebellion,  and  one  year  thereafter. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Kennedy,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  amend, 
by  adding,  that  the  President  be  authorized  to 
confer  upon  the  senior  officer  of  the  marine  corps, 
the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  brigadier-gen- 
eral in  lieu  of  the  office  of  colonel  commandant, 
and  that  the  office  of  colonel  commandant  be 
abolished ;  and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Grimes  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table — 
yeas,  seven,  nays,  twenty-eight  On  motion  of 
Mr.  Wilson,  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Kennedy  was 
reconsidered ;  but  was  agreed  to — yeas,  twenty- 
two  ;  nays,  thirteen.  Mr.  Wilson  then  moved  to 
lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  as  he  could  not  vote  for 
it  after  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Kennedy's  amend- 
ment ;  but  the  motion  was  lost — yeas,  fourteen, 
nays,  twenty.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  the 
bill  was  then  recommitted,  and  not  again  re- 
ported. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-first  of  January, 
1863,  Mr.  Wilson,from  the  Military  Committee,  re- 
ported the  House  bill  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  eleventh  of  June,  1862.  On  the  thirteenth 
of  February,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  it  was  re- 
committed ;  and  on  the  twenty -eighth,  Mr.  Wil- 
son reported  it  back  with  an  amendment  as  a 
substitute. 

On  the  second  of  March,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  consider  the  substitute.  It  proposed  to  strike 
out  all  of  the  House  bill  and  insert :  44  That  the 
corps  of  topographical  engineers,  as  a  distinct 
branch  of  the  army,  is  abolished,  and  is  merged 
into  the  corps  of  engineers,  which  shall  have  oho 
chief-engineer,  with  the  rank,  pay,  and  emolu- 
ments of  a  brigadier-general ;  four  colonels,  ten 
lieutenant-colonels,  twenty  majors,  thirty  cap- 
tains, thirty  first  lieutenants,  and  ten  second  lieu- 
tenants. That  the  general  officer  provided  shall 
be  selected  from  the  corps  of  engineers  as  estab- 
lished, and  that  officers  of  all  lower  grades  shall 
take  rank  according  to  their  respective  dates  of 
commission  in  the  existing  corps  of  engineers  or 
corps  of  topographical  engineers.  That  no  officer 
of  the  corps  of  engineers,  below  the  rank  of  a  field- 
officer,  shall  hereafter  be  promoted  to  a  higher 
grade,  before  having  passed  a  satisfactory  ex- 
amination before  a  board  of  three  engineers,  se- 
nior to  him  in  rank ;  and  should  the  officer  fail  at 
said  examination,  he  shall  be  suspended  from 
promotion  for  one  year,  when  he  shall  bo  reex- 
amined, and,  upon  a  second  failure,  shall  be 
dropped  by  the  President  from  the  army.  That 
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there  shall  be  added  to  the  ordnance  department, 
one  lieutenant-colonel,  two  majors,  four  captains, 
four  first  lieutenants,  and  eight  second  lieuten- 
ants ;  the  additional  officers  herein  authorized  to 
be  appointed  by  promotion,  so  far  as  the  present 
officers  of  the  ordnance  corps  will  permit ;  and 
the  residue  to  be  appointed  by  transfers  from 
other  regiments  or  corps  of  the  army.  That 
ttoere  be  added  to  the  officers  now  in  the  quarter- 
master's department  of  the  army,  by  regular  pro- 
motion therein,  one  colonel,  two  lieutenant-col- 
onels, and  four  majors,  who  shall  have  the  same 
rank  in  said  department  as  other  officers  of  like 
grade  therein.  That  the  increase  of  rank  of  offi- 
cers and  in  the  number  of  officers  provided  for 
in  this  act  shall  continue  only  during  the  exist- 
once  of  the  present  rebellion  and  one  year  there- 
after ;  excepting,  however,  the  ordinary  increase 
of  grade  by  ordinary  promotion,  independent  of 
the  provisions  of  this  act  That  section  two  of 
the  act  approved  March  third,  1849,  entitled 
'An  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  horses  and 
other  property  lost  or  destroyed  in  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States,'  shall  be  construed 
to  include  steamboats  and  other  vessels,  and 
'railroad  engines  and  cars,'  in  the  property  to 
be  allowed  and  paid  for  when  destroyed  or  lost 
under  the  circumstances  provided  for  in  said  act 
That  the  forces  authorized  to  be  received  into  the 
service  by  the  twelfth  section  of  the  act  appro v: 
ed  the  seventeenth  of  July,  1862,  entitled  4  An 
act  to  amend  the  act  calling  forth  the  militia  to 
execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrec- 
tion, and  repel  invasion,  approved  February 
twenty-eighth,  1795,  and  the  act  amendatory 
thereof,  and  for  other  purposes,'  shall  be  officer- 
ed by  persons  appointed  and  commissioned  by 
the  President,  and  governed  by  the  rules  and  ar- 
ticles of  war.  That  all  payments  of  advance 
bounty  made  to  enlisted  men  who  have  been  dis- 
charged before  serving  out  the  term  required  by 
law  for  its  payment  in  full,  shall  be  allowed  in 
the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  paymasters 
at  the  treasury  ;  but  hereafter,  in  all  such  cases, 
the  amount  so  advanced  shall  be  charged  against 
the  enlisted  men,  unless  the  discharge  be  upon 
surgeon's  certificate  for  wounds  received  or  sick- 
ness incurred  since  their  last  enlistment  That 
upon  any  requisition  hereafter  being  made  by  the 
President  for  militia,  any  person  who  shall  have 
volunteered  or  been  drafted  for  the  service  for 
the  term  of  nine  months,  or -a  shorter  period, 
may  enlist  into  a  regiment  from  the  same  State 
to  serve  for  the  term  of  one  year,  and  any  person 
so  enlisting  shall  be  entitled  to  and  receive  a 
bounty  of  fifty  dollars,  to  be  paid  in  time  and 
manner  provided  by  the  act  of  July  twenty-se- 
cond, 1861,  for  the  payment  of  the  bounty  pro- 
vided for  by  that  act"  Mr.  Grimes  moved  to 
strike  out  the  fifth  and  sixth  sections,  relating  to 
the  quartermaster's  department,  and  the  contin- 
uance of  the  ranks  of  officers  one  year  after  the 
close  of  the  rebellion  ;  and  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to — yeas,  twenty -two,  nays,  fourteen.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  Harris,  the  substitute  was  amend- 
ed, by  adding,  that  no  officer  of  the  ordnance  de- 


partment below  the  rank  of  field-officer  should 
be  promoted  or  commissioned  to  a  higher  grade, 
nor  should  any  officer  of  the  army  be  commis- 
sioned as  an  ordnance  officer,  until  he  should 
have  passed  a  satisfactory  examination  before  i 
board  of  not  less  than  three  ordance  officers,  se- 
nior to  himself  in  rank.  Mr.  Harris  moved  to 
amend  the  substitute,  so  as  to  increase  the  cap- 
tains and  first  lieutenants  of  the  ordnance  depart- 
ment, **  eight"  each  instead  of  44  four"  each ;  and 
the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Anthony  moved  to  add  an  additional  sec- 
tion, relieving  the  members  of  the  Friends  from 
draft;  and  he  supported  his  amendment  in  an 
earnest  speech.  It  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Richard- 
son, Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  and  Mr.  Cowan,  and 
lost — yeas,  fourteen ;  nays,  twenty-two.  On  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  substitute  was  amended, 
by  adding  four  new  sections,  providing  that  the 
officers  of  the  medical  department  should  unite 
with  the  line  officers  of  the  army  in  supervising 
the  cooking  within  the  same,  as  an  important 
sanitary  measure,  and  that  it  should  promulgate 
to  its  officers  such  regulations  and  instructions 
as  might  tend  to  insure  the  proper  proportion  of 
the  ration  of  the  soldier.  That  cooks  should  be 
detailed  in  turn  from  the  privates  in  each  com- 
pany of  troops  in  the  service,  at  the  rate  of  one 
cook  for  each  company  numbering  less  than  thir- 
ty men,  and  two  cooks  for  each  company  num- 
bering over  thirty  men,  who  should  serve  ten 
days  each.  That  the  President  should  be  author- 
ized to  cause  to  be  enlisted  for  each  cook  tiro 
under-cooks  of  African  descent,  who  should  re- 
ceive for  their  full  consideration  ten  dollars  per 
month,  and  one  ration  per  day ;  three  dollars  of 
said  monthly  pay  might  be  in  clothing.  That  the 
army  rations  should  hereafter  include  pepper,  in 
the  proportion  of  four  ounces  for  every  one  hun- 
dred rations. 

Mr.  Sherman  moved  to  amend,  by  providing 
that  the  increase  of  the  rank  and  number  of  of- 
ficers should  continue  only  during  the  rebellion 
and  one  year  after;  and  the  amendment  was 
adopted.  Mr.  Richardson,  of  Illinois,  moved  to 
strike  out  the  eighth  section  of  the  substitute, 
providing  that  the  colored  troops  should  be  offi- 
cered by  men  appointed  and  commissioned  by 
the  President  The  amendment  was  opposed  by 
Mr.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  and  re- 
jected. The  substitute  as  amended  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Trumbull  moved  to  amend,  by  adding  a  sec- 
tion repealing  the  three  hundred  dollar  commu- 
tation clause  of  the  enrolment  act  not  then  ap- 
proved. After  debate  it  was  rejected — yeas,  ten; 
nays,  twenty-five.  Mr.  Davis  moved  to  amend, 
by  adding  a  section  declaring  that  no  negro,  free 
or  slave,  should  be  enrolled  in  the  military,  mi- 
rine,  or  naval  service  of  the  United  States ;  but 
it  was  rejected — yeas,  twelve;  nays,  twenty- 
three.  Mr.  Powell  then  moved  that  no  person 
of  African  descent  should  be  commissioned  or 
hold  an  office  in  the  army — yeas,  eighteen ;  nays, 
seventeen.  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  moved  to 
amend,  by  adding  to  Mr.  Powell's  amendment, 
the  words  "  except  company  officers  in  compa 
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lies  composed  exclusively  of  persons  of  African  i 
iescent;"  and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to — | 
reas,  nineteen ;  nays,  seventeen.     Mr.  Wilson  j 
said  he  was  satisfied  thatjthe  bill  would  not  go  ■ 
through  Congress  with  the^section  in  it,  and  he  • 
moved  to  strike  it  out,  and  the  motion  wan  agreed  i 
to.  Mr.  Richardson  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays 
im  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and  they  were  order- 
ed, and  resulted — yeas,  twenty-six  ;  nays,  ten.  | 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  title  was  amended 
so  as  to  read :  44  An  act  to  promote  the  efficiency 
jf  the  corps  of  engineers  and  of  the  ordnance  de- 
partment, and  for  other,  purposes."    The  House 
soncurred  in  the  amendments  of  the. Senate  ;  so 
rhe  bill  was  passed,  and  approved  by  the  Presi- 
dent on  the  third  of  March,  1863. 

So.  LI. — The  Bill  to  increase  the  Number  of  Ma- 
jor- Generals  and  Brigadier- Generals. 
In  the  Senate,  on  the  tenth  of  February,  1863, 
Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  a  bill  to  authorize 
in  increase  in  the  number  of  major-generals  and 
jrigadier  generals,  which  was  read  and  passed 
»  a  second  reading.  On  the  eleventh,  the  Senate, 
m  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  proceeded  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill.  It  authorized  in  addition 
»  the  four  major-generals  and  nine  brigadier- 
generals  for  the  regular  army,  and  the  forty  ma- 
jor-generals and  two  hundred  brigadier-generals 
ror  the  volunteer  service,  the  appointment  of 
iiirty  major-generals  and  seventy  brigadier-gen- 
srals  of  volunteers.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Grimes, 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the  passage 
>f  the  bill.  Mr.  Grimes  and  Mr.  Carlisle  opposed 
te  passage. 

On  the  twelfth,  the  Senate  resumed  the  con- 
lideration  of  the  bill.  Mr.  Fessenden  moved  to 
strike  out  the  word  44  thirty  "  and  insert  44  twen- 
ty," as  the  number  of  major-generals,  and  to 
strike  out  the  word 44  seventy  "  and  insert 44  fifty," 
is  the  number  of  brigadier-generals.  The 
intendment  was  supported  by  Mr.  Fessenden, 
Hr.  Trumbull,  Mr.  Rice,  and  Mr.  Carlisle,  and 
>pposed  by  Mr.  King,  Mr.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  Lane, 
>f  Kansas,  and  agreed  to — yeas,  twenty-four; 
nays,  thirteen. 

Mr.  Trumbull  moved  to  amend  by  adding  at 
he  end  of  the  bill  the  words,  44  beyond  which 
lumber  as  authorized  by  this  act  and  the  laws 
aerein  referred  to,  no  general  shall  be  appointed 
n  any  branch  of  the  public  service ;"  and  the 
intendment  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Powell  moved 
jo  recommit  it  to  the  Military  Committee ;  but  the 
notion  was  rejected.  The  bill  was  then  passed — 
reas,  twenty- two;  nays,  fourteen. 

In  the  House,  on  the  twenty-first,  the  bill,  on 
notion  of  Mr.  Olin,  was  referred  to  the  Military 
Committee.  On  the  twenty-sixth,  Mr.  McPher- 
K>n,  from  .that  Committee,  reported  it  back  with 
intendments.  The  first  amendment  reported  by 
lie  Military  Committee  was  to  strike  out  the 
rord  44  twenty  "  and  insert  44  forty,"  so  as  togin- 
rrease  the  number  of  major-generals  forty  in- 
stead of  twenty;  and  it  was  agreed  to — yeas, 
aghty-eight ;  nays,  fifty-three.    The  second  i 


amendment  was  to  increase  the  number  of  bri- 
gadier-generals one  hundred  instead  of  fifty,  as 
proposed  by  the  Senate ;  and  it  was  agreed  to — 
yeas,  ninety-one ;  nays,  fbrty-eight.  The  third 
amendment  proposed  to  strike  out  the  amend- 
ment moved  by  Mr.  Trumbull,  forbidding  the 
appointment  of  any  generals  not  provided  for 
by  law ;  and  it  was  agreed  to — yeas,  seventy ; 
nays,  sixty -seven.  Mr.  Cox  moved  to  amend  it 
by  adding  that  the  President  should  appoint  no 
one  except  for  gallant  and  meritorious  service  in 
the  field ;  and  the  amendment  was  agreed  tc— 
yeas,  ninety-two ;  nays,  forty-one.  The  bill  was 
then  passed — yeas,  one  hundred  and  two ;  nays, 
thirty-five. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-seventh,  Mr. 
Wilson  moved  that  the  Senate  disagree  to  the 
House  amendment,  and  ask  a  committee  of  con- 
ference. The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  Mr. 
Wilson,  Mr.  Cowan,  and  Mr.  Latham  were  ap- 
pointed managers  on  the  part  of  the  Senate.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  McPherson,  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
House  insisted  on  its  amendments,  agreed  to  the 
committee  of  conference,  and  appointed  Mr. 
McPherson,  Mr.  Dunn,  of  Indiana,  and  Mr.  Mal- 
lory,  of  Kentucky,  managers  on  its  part 

In  the  Senate,  Mr.  Wilson  from  the  committee 
of  conference  reported  that  the  Senate  concur  in 
the  first  amendment  of  the  House,  to  increase  the 
number  of  major-generals  44  forty  "  instead  of 
44  twenty,"  with  an  amendment  making  the  num- 
ber 44  thirty ;"  that  the  Senate  concur  in  the 
amendment  of  the  House  to  increase  the  number 
of  brigadier-generals  44  one  hundred  "  instead  of 
44  fifty,"  with  an  amendment  making  the  number 
14  seventy -five ;"  that  the  Senate  concur  in  the 
third  amendment  of  the  House,  striking  out  the 
words,  44  forbidding  the  appointment  of  any  gen- 
erals not  provided  for  by  law ;"  and  that  the 
Senate  concur  in  the  fourth  amendment  of  the 
House  with  an  amendment  so  as  to  make  it  read: 
44  That  the  officers  to  be  appointed  under  this  act 
shall  be  selected  from  those  who  have  been 
conspicuous  for  gallant  or  meritorious  conduct 
in  the  line  of  duty."  The  Senate  concurred  in 
the  report 

In  the  House,  on  the  twenty-eighth,  Mr.  Mc- 
Pherson, from  the  committee  of  conference,  made 
a  report.  Mr.  Cox  moved  that  it  be  laid  upon 
the  table— yeas,  thirty;  nays,  eighty -five;  so 
the  House  refused  to  lay  the  report  on  the  table. 
The  report  was  then  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was 
approved  by  the  President  on  the  second  day  of 
March,  1863. 

No.  LII. — The  Joint  Resolution  of  Thnnks  to  Ma- 
jor-  General  Ulysses  S.  Grant,  and  the  Officers 
and.  Soldiers  who  have  fought  under  his  Com- 
mand during  the  Rebellion;  and  providing 
that  the  President  of  the  United  States  should 
cause  a  Medal  to  be  struck,  to  be  presented  to 
Major-  General  Grant  in  the  name  of  the  People 
of  the  United  States  of  America. 
In  the  House,  on  the  eighth  of  December,  1868, 
Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent introduced  a  joint  resolution  of  thanks  to 
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Major-(*eneral  Ulysses  S.  Grant,  and  the  officers 
and  soldiers  und«r  his  command,  during  the  re- 
bellion, and  providing  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States  should  cause  a  medal  to  be  struck, 
to  be  presented  to  Major- Genera  I  Grant  in  the 
name  of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  The 
resolution  was  passed  unanimously. 

In  the  Senate,  it  was  referred  to  the  Military 
Committee,  and  on  the  sixteenth,  Mr.  Wilson  re- 
ported it  without  amendment  The  resolution 
directs  44  that  the  thanks  of  Congress  be  presented 
to  Major-General  Ulysses  S.  Grant,  and  through 
him  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  have  fought 
under  his  command  during  this  rebellion,  for 
their  gallantry  and  good  conduct  in  the  battles 
in  which  they  have  been  engaged  ;  and  requests 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  a 
gold  medal  to  be  struck,  with  suitable  emblems, 
devices,  and  inscriptions,  to  be  presented  to  Ma- 
jor-General Grant.  When  the  medal  shall  have 
been  struck,  the  President  is  to  cause  a  copy  of 
the  joint  resolution  to  be  engrossed  on  parch- 
ment, and  to  transmit  it,  together  with  the  medal, 
to  Major-General  Grant,  to  be  presented  to  him 
in  the  name  of  the  people  of  the  United  States 
of  America.  A  sufficient  sum  of  money  to  carry 
this  resolution  into  effect  is  appropriated  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated." Mr.  Wilson  asked  that  the  joint  re- 
solution should  be  put  upon  its  passage.  Mr. 
Fessenden  asked  if  the  Military  Committee  had 
made  44  any  examination  to  ascertain  what  sum 
may  be  necessary  to  carry  the  resolution  into 
eifect"  Mr.  Wilson  replied  that  44  the  Committee 
did  not  know  what  sum  it  would  be  necessary  to 
appropriate,  and  it  was  thought  best  to  leave  the 
matter  to  the  discretion  of  the  authorities."  The 
joint  resolution  was  then  unanimously  passed, 
and  approved  by  the  President  on  the  seventeenth 
of  December,  1863. 

No.  LIII. — The  Joint  Resolution  to  supply  in 
part  Deficiencies  in  Appropriations for  the  pub- 
lic Printing^  and  to  supply  Deficiencies  in  tlie 
Appropriations  for  Bounties  to  Volunteers. 
In  the  House,  on  the  twenty-first  of  December, 
1863,  Mr.  Stevens,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  joint  resolution  to  supply 
in  part  deficiencies  in  the  appropriations  for  the 
public  printing,  and  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the 
appropriations  for  bounties  and  premiums  to  vol- 
unteers, which  was  read  twice,  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  made  the  special 
order  for  two  o'clock  of  that  day.  The  joint 
resolution  appropriated  fifty  thousand  dollars  for 
deficiencies  in  the  appropriations  for  public  print- 
ing, and  twenty  million  dollars  for  the  payment 
of  bounties,  advance  pay,  and  premiums,  for  sol- 
diers who  volunteered  or  enlisted  in  the  service 
pf  the  United  States.  At  two  o'clock  the  House, 
on  motjon  of  Mr.  Stevens,  resolved  itself  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Fenton,  of  New- 
York,  in  the  chair.  After  debate,  in  which  Mr. 
Stevens,  Mr.  Brooks,  Mr.  Cox,  Mr.  Schenck,  Mr. 
Garfield,  Mr.  Lovejoy,  Mr.  Spalding,  Mr.  Kelley, 


and  Mr.  Strouse  participated,  the  committee,  on 
.motion,  rose  to  terminate  the  debate. 

Mr.  Harding,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  amend 
by  adding,  as  a  provision,  that  no  part  of  the 
money  aforesaid  should  be  applied  to  the  rais- 
ing, arming,  equipping,  or  paying  of  negro  sol- 
diers. Mr.  Schenck  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays,  and  they  were  ordered,  and  being  taken 
resulted — yeas,  forty-one;  nays,  one  hundred 
and  five  ;  so  the  amendment  was  lost  The  joint 
resolution  was  then  passed  without  a  division. 

On  the  twenty-second,  the  Senate,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Wilson,  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution.  Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  amend  it 
by  striking  out  the  words,  44  and  premiums  for 
soldiers  volunteering  or  enlisting  in  the  senict 
of  the  United  States,"  so  that  the  clause  would 
read  :  44  That  the  sum  of  twenty  million  dollars, 
or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  required,  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated  for  the  payment 
of  bounties  and  advance  pay."  The  amendment 
was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Fessenden  then  moved  to) 
amend  the  resolution  by  adding  a  proviso,  that 
no  bounties,  except  such  as  were  provided  bj 
law,  should  be  paid  to  any  person  enlisted  after 
the  fifth  day  of  January,  1865.  After  debate,  in 
which  Mr.  Fessenden,  Mr.  Harris,  Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Cowan,  Mr.  Grimes,  Mr.  Collamer,  Mr.  Wil- 
son, and  Mr.  Ten  Eyck  participated,  the  vote  wis 
taken  on  the  amendment,  and  it  was  agreed  to— 
yeas,  thirty-five ;  nays,  nine.  Mr.  Wilson  moved 
to  amend  by  adding  as  a  new  section,  that  the 
money  paid  by  drafted  persons  should  be  paid 
into  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  and  should 
be  drawn  out  on  requisitions,  as  in  the  case  of 
other  public  moneys.  The  money  so  paid  should 
be  kept  in  the  treasury  as  a  special  deposit,  ap- 
plicable only  to  the  expenses  of  draft  and  for  the 
procuration  of  substitutes,  for  which  the  same 
is  hereby  appropriated.  The  amendment  wis 
agreed  to,  and  the  joint  resolution  as  amended 
was  passed. 

The  House  concurred  in  the  amendments,  and 
the  joint  resolution  was  approved  by  the  Presi- 
dent on  the  twenty-third  of  December,  1863. 

No.  LIT. — The  Joint  Resolution  to  drop  frm 
the  Rolls  of  the  Army  unemployed  General 
Officers. 

In  the  House,  on  the  eighth  of  March,  1864, 
Mr.  Schenck,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  a  joint  resolution  to  drop  from 
the  rolls  of  the  army  unemployed  general  officers, 
which  was  read  twice  and  made  the  special  order 
for  the  fifteenth  of  March.  On  the  sixteenth,  the 
resolution  was  taken  up,  debated,  and  amend- 
ments proposed  by  Mr.  Cox,  of  Ohio,  and  Mr. 
Reman,  of  New- York.  The  House,  on  the  sev- 
en teen  th,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ashley,  of  Ohio,  post: 
poned  the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution 
to  the  sixth  of  April.  On  the  eleventh  of  May* 
it  was  taken  up,  the  pending  question  being 
on^he  amendments  of  Mr.  Cox  and  Mr.  Keroan. 
The  amendment  of  Mr.  Cox  provided  that  when- 
ever any  officer  should  demand  a  court  of  in- 
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loh  court  should  be  convened ;  and  if  the 
[id  him  competent  to  command  in  the 
which  he  is  entitled,  he  should  be  re 
The  amendment  was  disagreed  to — 
•ty-six  ;  nays,  sixty-nine.  Mr.  Kernan's 
ent  provided  for  the  appointment  of  a 
'  officers,  to  consist  of  three  major-gen 
ree  brigadier-generals,  and  three  colonels, 
ine  into  the  competency,  fitness,  and  effi- 
>r  command  of  major-generals  and  briga- 
srals,  who  should  not  be  in  the  perform- 
duty  on  the  first  of  July,  1864.  The 
ent  was  lost — yeas,  seventy-two ;  nays, 
e.  It  was  referred  by  the  Senate  to  the 
;ee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  not  reported. 
3  House,  on  the  eighth  of  December, 
r.  Schenck,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
ars, reported  a  bill  to  drop  from  the  rolls 
rmy  unemployed  major-generals  and  bri- 
merals,  which  was  read  twice  and  recom- 

0  the  Committee.  On  the  fourteenth, 
enck  from  the  Military  Committee,  re- 
;  back  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do 
t  provided  that  all  major  and  brigadier- 

in  the  military  service,  who  on  the  fif- 
ty of  February,  1865,  should  not  be  in 
►rroance  of  duty  or  service  corresponding 
respective  grades  or  rank,  and  who  should 

been  engaged  in  such  duty  or  service 

months  continuously  next  prior  to  that 
>uld  be  dropped  from  the  rolls  of  the 
That  thereafter,  continuously,  until  the 
ion  of  the  war,  en  the  last  day  of  each 
Iter  the  fifteenth  day  of  February,  1865, 
sions  of  the  bill  should  be  made  applicable 
tneral  officer  in  the  military  service,  who 
lot,  on  the  last  day  of  any  month,  have 
aged  in  the  performance  of  duty  or  serv- 
sponding  to  his  proper  rank  for  three 
jonsecutively,  then  next  preceding.  Mr. 
,  of  Wisconsin,  demanded  the  yeas 
3,  and  they  were  ordered,  and  the  bill 
yeas,  ninety-nine ;  naj's,  thirty-eight 

Senate,  the  bill  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
a  Military  Affairs.  On  the  twenty-se- 
Wilson  reported,  that  "  the  Committee 
limously  of  the  opinion  that  economy, 
nd  the  efficiency  and  general  interests  of 
iry  service  alike  demand  that  where  gen- 
era in  the  regular  and  volunteer  forces 

nited  States  are  found  to  be  unfit  for 
Is,  and  who  are  consequently  unemployed 
yed  on  duty  not  corresponding  to  their 
y  should  be  mustered  out*f  the  service, 
.  the  vacancies  thus  created  should  be 

new  promotions  and  appointments,  in 
,t  the  officers  of  an  inferior  grade  who 
rming  the  duties  proper  to  such  general 
lay  be  promoted  to  the  rank  and  receive 
allowances,  and  emoluments  of  such  gen- 
5T8.  But  the  Committee  are  of  opinion 
fixed,  inflexible  rule  of  discrimination, 

1  embodied  in  the  joint  resolution  of  the 
'  Representatives,  could  be  adopted  and 

consistently  with  equal  and  exact  just- . 
d  individual  officers,  and  with  the  inter-  1 


ests  of  the  military  service  of  the  country.  Just- 
ice and  the  public  interests  demand  that  the  pow- 
er to  muster  general  officers  out  of  the  service  of 
the  United  States  should  be  exercised  with  much 
discrimination  and  care.  The  power  of  removal 
and  the  responsibility  of  action  being  now  fully 
and  completely  vested  in  the  President,  the  Com- 
mittee unanimously  report  against  the  passage  of 
the  joint  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives." On  the  sixth  of  January,  the  Senate,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  proceeded  to  consider  the 
bill.  Mr.  Wilson  moved  its  indefinite  postpone- 
ment The  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill 
was  advocated  by  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Lane,  Mr. 
Grimes,  Mr.  Powell,  Mr.  Henderson,  Mr.  Hen- 
dricks, and  Mr.  Johnson,  and  opposed  by  Mr. 
Trumbull,  Mr.  Conness,  Mr.  Davis,  Mr.  Howe, 
and  Mr.  FarwelL  The  question  was  then  taken, 
and  the  motion  was  agreed  to— yeas,  twenty- 
eight  ;  nays,  eight 

No.  LV. — The  Joint  Resolution  expressive  of  the 
Thanks  of  Congress  to  Major- General  Joseph 
Hooker,  and  Major- General  George  G.  Meade, 
and  Major- General  Oliver  0.  Howard,  and 
the  Officers  and  Men  of  the  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  fourteenth  of  December, 
1863,  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced 
a  joint  resolution  expressive  of  the  thanks  of  Con- 
gress to  Major-General  Joseph  Hooker,  and  Ma- 
jor-General  George  G.  Meade,  and  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  which  was 
read  twice  and  referred  to  the  Military  Commit- 
tee. On  the  eighth  of  January,  1864,  Mr.  Wil- 
son reported  it  back  without  amendment  The 
Senate,  on  the  eighteenth,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wil- 
son, proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tion, which  declared  that  the  gratitude  of  the 
American  people,  and  the  thanks  of  their  repre- 
sentatives in  Congress,  be  tendered  to  Major-Gen- 
eral Joseph  Hooker,  and  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  for  the  skill,  energy, 
and  endurance  which  first  covered  Washington 
and  Baltimore  from  the  meditated  blow  of  the 
advancing  and  powerful  army  of  j-ebels  led  by 
General  Robert  E.  Lee;  and  to  Major-General 
George  G.  Meade,  and  Major-General  Oliver  0. 
Howard,  and  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  that 
army,  for  the  skill  and  heroic  valor  which  at  Get- 
tysburgh  repulsed,  defeated,  and  drove  back, 
broken  and  dispirited,  beyond  the  Rappahan- 
nock, the  veteran  army  of  the  rebellion.  Mr. 
Grimes  said :  "  As  I  have  read  the  history  of 
that  campaign,  the  man  who  selected  the  position 
where  the  battle  of  Getty sburgh  was  fought,  and 
who,  indeed,  fought  it  the  first  day,  was  General 
Howard,  and  to  him  the  country  is  indebted  as 
much  for  the  credit  of  securing  that  victory  as  to 
any  other  person.  I  wish,  therefore,  as  a  recog- 
nition of  his  merits,  to  couple  his  name  with  that 
of  General  Meade,  in  the  vote  of  thanks."  He 
moved  to  insert  after  the  name  of  General  Meade 
the  name  of  Major-General  Oliver  0.  Howard,  and 
the  amendment  was  agreed  to.  The  joint  reso- 
lution as  amended  then  passed  without  a  division. 
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The  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  twenty- 
sixth,  passed  it  unanimously  ;  and  the  President 
approved  it  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  January, 
1864. 

No.  LVI. —  The  Joint  Resolution  expressive  of 
the  Thanks  of  Congress  to  Major- General  Na- 
thaniel P.  Banks,  and  the  Officers  and  Men 
tinder  his  Command. 

Tn  the  Senate,  on  the  fourteenth  of  December, 
1863,  Mr.  Wilson  introduced  a  joint  resolution 
expressive  of  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  Major- 
General  Nathaniel  P.  Banks,  and  the  officers  and 
soldiers  under  his  command  at  Port  Hudson, 
which  was  read  twice  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs.  On  the  eighth  of 
January,  1864,  Mr.  Wilson  reported  it  back  with- 
out amendment  The  Senate,  on  the  eighteenth, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  took  up  the  resolution, 
and  it  passed  unanimously. 

In  the  House,  on  the  twenty-sixth,  the  resolu- 
tion, on  motion  of  Mr.  Eliot,  of  Massachusetts, 
was  taken  up  and  passed.  The  joint  resolution 
tendered  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  Major-General 
Nathaniel  P.  Banks  and  the  officers  and  soldiers 
under  his  command,  for  the  skill,  courage,  and 
endurance  which  compelled  the  surrender  of  Port 
Hudson,  and  thus  removed  the  Last  obstruction 
to  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  River ; 
and  was  approved  by  the  President  on  the  twen- 
ty-eighth of  January,  1864. 

No.  LVII. — The  Joint  Resolution  expressive  of 
the  Tlianks  of  Congress  to  Major-  General  Am- 
brose  E.  Burnside,  and  the  Officers  and  Men 
who  had  fought  under  him. 
In  the  Senate,  on  the  fifteenth  of  December, 
1863,  Mr.  Anthony,  of  Rhode  Island,  introduced 
a  joint  resolution  expressive  of  the  thanks  of  Con- 
gress to  Major-General  Ambrose  E.  Burnside, 
and  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  had  fought  un- 
der him,  which  wa6  read  twice  and  referred  to 
the  Military  Committee.  On  the  eighth  of  Janu- 
ary, 1864,  Mr.  Sprague,  of  Rhode  Island,  from 
the  Military  Committee,  reported  it  back  without 
amendment  yhe  resolution  provided  that  the 
thanks  of  Congress  be  presented  to  Major-Gen- 
eral Ambrose  E.  Burnside,  and,  through  him,  to 
the  officers  and  men  who  had  fought  under  his 
command,  for  their  gallantry,  good  conduct,  and 
soldier-like  endurance ;  and  that  the  President  of 
the  (Jnited  States  be  requested  to  cause  the  reso- 
lution to  be  communicated  to  Major-General  Burn- 
side, in  such  terms  as  he  might  deem  best  calcu- 
lated to  give  effect  thereto. 

On  the  eighteenth,  the  Senate,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Wilson;  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution,  and  it  was  unanimously  adopted.  The 
House  of  Representatives,  on  the  twenty-sixth, 
passed  it  unanimously,  and  it  was  approved  by  the 
President  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  January,  1864. 

No.  LVIII.  — Joint  Resolution  tendering  the 
Thanks  of  Congress  to  Major-General  W.  T, 
Sherman. 

In  the  House,  on  the  eighth  of  February,  1864, 


Mr.  Cobb,  of  Wisconsin,  introduced  a  joint  reso- 
lution expressive  of  the  thanks  of  Congress  to 
Major-General  W.  T.  Sherman.  The  resolution 
'declared  that  the  thanks  of  Congress  and  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States  were  due,  and  that 
the  same  be  tendered,  to  Major-General  W.  T. 
Sherman,  commander  of  the  department  tad 
army  of -the  Tennessee,  and  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers who  served  under  him,  for  their  gallant  and 
arduous  services  in  marching  to  the  relief  of  the 
army  of  the  Cumberland,  and  for  their  gallantry 
and  heroism  in  the  battle  of  Chattanooga,  which- 
contributed,  in  a  great  degree,  to  the  success  of 
our  arms  in  that  glorious  victory.  It  was  passed 
without  a  division. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  thirteenth,  Mr.  Lane,  of 
Indiana,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
to  which  the  joint  resolution  had  been  referred, 
reported  it  back  without  amendment,  and  it  was 
passed,  and  approved  by  the  President  on  the 
nineteenth  of  February,  1864. 

No.  LIX.— The  Bill  Reviving  the  Grade  of 
Lieutenant- General  in  the  United  Statu 
Army. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  four- 
teenth of  December,  1863,  Mr.  E.  B.  Wash- 
burne,  of  Illinois,  introduced  a  bill,  reviving  the 
grade  of  lieutenant-general,  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  On  the 
twenty-fifth  of  January,  1864,  Mr.  Farnsworth, 
of  Illinois,  reported  it  back,  with  an  amendment 
in  the  nature  of  a  substitute.  The  substitute  re- 
vived the  grade  of  lieutenant-general  in  the  army 
of  the  United  States,  and  authorized  the  Presi- 
dent, whenever  he  should  deem  it  expedient,  to 
appoint,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate,  a  commander  of  the  army,  to  be  se- 
lected, during  war,  from  among  the  officers  in 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  not  be- 
low the  grade  of  major-general,  who  were  most  dis- 
tinguished for  courage,  skill,  and  ability,  and  who 
should  be  authorized,  under  the  direction  of  the 
President,  to  command  the  armies  of  the  United 
States.  By  the  second  section,  the  lieutenant- 
general  so  appointed  was  to  be  entitled  to  the 
pay,  allowances,  and  staff  described  in  the  act 
of  twenty-eighth  May,  1798 ;  also  to  the  allow- 
ances described  in  the  sixth  section  of  the  act 
approved  August  twenty-third,  1842 ;  provided 
that  nothing  in  the  bill  should  be  construed  to 
affect  in  any  way  the  rank,  pay,  and  allowances 
of  Winfield  Sfiptt,  Lieu  ten  ant- General  by  brevet, 
then  on  the  itolired  list  of  the  army. 

Mr.  Fessenden  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion ;  but  the  motion  was  lost — yeas,  fifty-eight; 
nays,  sixty-six.  Mr.  Pendleton,  of  Ohio,  moved 
to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject for  one  week,  and  that  the  bill  and  amend- 
ment be  printed.  Mr.  Washburne  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered — yea*, 
ninety-tjiree ;  nays,  fifty -six.  So  the  motion  to 
postpone  was  agreed  to. 

On  the  first  of  February,  the  Houq*  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  the  bill.  The  original 
bill,  introduced  by  Mr.  Waahburne,  provided  that 
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the  grade  of  lieutenant-general  be  revived  in  the 

anfiy  of  the  United  States,  and  the  President  be 
authorized,  whenever  he  should  deem  it  expe- 
dient, to  appoint,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  a  commander  of  the  army, 
to  be  selected,  during  war,  from  among  the  offi 
eers,*not  below  the  grade  of  major-general,  of 
the  regular  army,  or  of  volunteers  most  distin 
guished  by  courage,  skill,  and  genius  in  their 
profession,  and  who,  being  commissioned  as 
lieutenant-general,  might  be  authorized  to  com 
mand  the  armies  of  the  United  States.  That 
the  lieutenant-general,  appointed  as  before  pro- 
vided, should  be  entitled  to  the  pay,  allowances, 
and  staff  specified  in  the  fifth  section  of  the  act 
approved  May  twenty-eighth,  1798 ;  and  also  to 
the  allowances  described  in  the  sixth  section  of 
the  act  approved  August  twenty- third,  1842, 
granting  additional  rations  to  certain  officers. 

The  amendment  provided,  that  the  grade  of 
lieutenant-general  be  revived  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States;  and  that  the  President  be  author- 
ized, whenever  he  should  deem  it  expedient,  to 
appoint,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate,  a  commander  of  the  army,  to  be 
selected,  during  war,  from  among  the  officers 
in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  not 
below  the  grade  of  major-general,  most  distin- 
guished for  courage,  skill,  and  ability ;  and  who, 
being  commissioned  as  lieutenant-general,  should 
be  authorized,  under  the  direction  of  the  Presi- 
dent, to  command  the  armies  of  the  United 
States.  That  the  lieutenant-general  appointed, 
as  before  provided,  should  be  entitled  to  the 
pay,  allowances,  and  staff  specified  in  the  fifth 
section  of  the  act  approved  May  twenty-eighth, 
1798 ;  and  also  the  allowances  described  in  the 
sixth  section  of  the  act  approved  August  twenty- 
third,  1842,  granting  additional  rations  to  certain 
officers :  Provided,  that  nothing  in  the  bill  con- 
tained should  be  construed  in  any  way  to  affect 
the  rank,,  pay,  or  allowances  of  W infield  Scott, 
Lieutenant-General  by  brevet,  then  on  the  re- 
tired list  of  the  army.  Mr.  Farnsworth,  Mr. 
Schenck,  Mr.  Washburne,  and  Mr.  Hubbard 
adVocated  the  passage  of  the  measure,  and  Mr. 
Garfield,  Mr.  Stevens,  and  Mr.  Boutwell  opposed 
it  Mr.  Garfield  moved  that  the  bill  and  amend- 
ment be  laid  upon  the  table — yeas,  nineteen ; 
nays,  one  hundred  and  seventeen.  Mr.  Ross, 
of  Illinois,  moved  to  amend  by  adding,  44  And 
that  we  respectfully  recommend  the  appoint- 
ment of  Major-General  U.  S.  Grant  for  the  posi- 
tion of  lieutenant-general ;"  and  4t  was  agreed 
to— yeas,  one  hundred  and  eleven  ;  nays,  forty- 
one. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  ninth,  Mr.  Wilson,  from 
the  Military  Committee,  to  which  it  had  been 
referred,  reported  it  back  with  amendments. 
On  the  eleventh,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  the 
Senate  proceeded  to  its  consideration. 

The  first  amendment  of  the  Committee  was  in 
line  seven,  section  one,  to  strike  out  the  words 
M  commander  of  the  army,"  and  to  insert  44  lieu- 
tenant-general ;"  and  in  line  eight,  after  the  word 
"selected,''  to  strike  out  the  words,  44 during 


the  war so  that  the  clause  read :  "  And  the 

President  is  hereby  authorized,  whenever  he 
shall  deem  it  expedient,  to  appoint,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  a  lieuten- 
ant-general, to  be  selected  from-  among  those 
officers  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States,  not  below  the  grade  of  major-general, 
most  distinguished  for  courage,  skill,  and  abil- 
ity." The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr. 
Trumbull,  and  supported  by  Mr.  Nesmith  and 
Mr.  Johnson,  and  adopted — yeas,  twenty-five; 
nays,  fifteen. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  Committee  was  in 
line  eleven,  after  the  word  44  ability,"  to  strike 
out  the  following  words  :  u  And  who,  being  com- 
missioned as  lieutenant-general,  shall  be  author- 
ized, under  the  direction  of  the  President,  to 
command  the  armies  of  the  United  States ;  and 
that  we  respectfully  recommend  the  appointment 
of  Major-General  U.  S.  Grant,  of  Illinois,  for  the 
position  of  lieuenant-general."  The  amendment 
w*as  opposed  by  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Howe,  Mr. 
Richardson,  Mr.  Trumbull,  Mr.  Howard,  Mr. 
Doolittle,  and  supported  by  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr. 
Nesmith,  Mr.  Grimes,  Mr.  Lane,  and  Mr.  John- 
son. 

On  the  twenty-fourth,  the  Senate  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Grimes 
declared  his  unalterable  opposition  to  its  passage 
in  any  shape  in  which  it  would  be  presented  to 
the  Senate.  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Howe,  Mr.  Wil- 
kinson, and  Mr.  Hale  made  speeches  in  favor  of 
the  bill  and  against  tho  amendment  Mr.  Wil- 
son, Mr.  Johnson,  and  Mr.  Fessenden  spoke  for 
the  amendment;  anil  it  was  agreed  to — yeas, 
twenty-eight;  nays,  twelve.  Mr.  Conness,  of 
California,  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  inserting 
after  the  words  44  lieutenant-general,"  the  words, 
44  who  shall  be  commander-in-chief  of  the  armies 
of  the  United  States,  under  the  direction  of  the 
President,  and  who  shall  remain  in  chief  com- 
mand during  tho  pleasure  .of  the  President" 
Mr.  Conness  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
they  were  ordered — yeas,  ten ;  nays,  twenty-eight 
So  the  amendment  was  rejected.  Mr.  Howard 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  and  they  were  ordered.  After  a  speech 
from  Mr.  Davis  against  the  bill,  it  was  passed — 
yeas,  thirty-one ;  nays,  six. 

On  the  twenty-fifth,  the  House,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Washburne,of  Illinois,  disagreed  to  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate,  asked  a  committee  of  con- 
ference, and  appointed  Mr.  Washburne,  Mr.  Mc- 
Allister, of  Pennsylvania,  and  Mr.  Fenton,  of 
New- York,  managers  on  its  part  The  Senate, 
on  the  same  day,  voted  to  insist  on  its  amend- 
ments, agreed  to  a  committee  of  conference,  and 
appointed  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana,  and 
Mr.  Johnson  managers  on  its  part 

On  the  twenty-sixth,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the 
committee  of  conference,  reported  that  the 
House  of  Representatives  recede  from  its  dis- 
agreement to  the  Senate  amendments,  and 
agree  to  the  same  with  amendments.  The 
report  was  accepted  without  a  division.  Mr. 
Washburne,  from  the  conference  committee, 
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reported  in  favor  of  agreeing  to  the  Senate 
amendments  with  amendments.  Mr.  Cox  moved 
that  the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference 
be  laid  upon  the  table — yeas,  thirty-six;  nays, 
fifty-nine.  The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken 
on  accepting  the  report  of  the  committee  of  con- 
ference ;  and  it  was  agreed  to — yeas,  seven ty- 
three  ;  nays,  forty-seven.  The  bill  was  approved 
by  the  President  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  Febru- 
ary, 1864,  and  General  Grant  was  immediately 
nominated  and  confirmed  Lieutenant-General. 

No.  LX.— Tlie  Bill  to  amend  "the  Act  for  En- 
rolling and  Calling  out  the  National  Forces? 
In  the  Senate,  on  the  fifth  of  January,  1864, 
Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced  a  bill 
to  amend  an  act  for  enrolling  and  calling  out  the 
national  forces,  and  for  other  purposes,  approved 
March  third,  1863,  which  was  read  twice  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  On 
the  sixth,  .Mr.  Wilson  reported  it  back  with 
amendments. 

The  bill  provided  that  the  President  should  be 
authorized  to  call  for  such  number  of  men  for  the  I 
military  service  as  the  public  exigencies  should  ( 
require.    That  the  quota  of  each  ward  of  a  city,  ■ 
town,  or  township,  or  of  a  county,  where  the  | 
county  was  not  divided  into  wards,  towns,  or 
townships,  should  be  in  proportion  to  the  num-  j 
ber  of  men  liable  to  render  military  service,  tak- , 
ing  into  account  the  number  which  had  been  fur- 
nished the  military  and  naval  service.    That  if  • 
any  State  should  fail  to  furnish,  within  the  time ' 
designated  by  the  President,  the  number  of  men  j 
required,  the  provost-marshal  of  the  district  with- 
in which  any  ward  of  a  city,  town,  or  township, 
or  county,  where  the  same  was  not  divided  into 
wards,  towns,  or  townships,  which  was  deficient 1 
in  its  quota,  was  situated,  should  make  a  draft  | 
for  the  number  deficient.     That  any  person  en-  j 
rolled  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  for  enroll-  ( 
ing  and  calling  out  the  national  forces,  or  who 
might  be  hereafter  so  enrolled,  might  furnish,  at  | 
any  time,  an  acceptable  substitute  who  was  not 
liable-  to  draft.    That  any  person  enrolled  and 
drafted  might  furnish  an  acceptable  substitute,  I 
subject  to  such  rules  and  regulations  as  might  be 
prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  W ar.     That  if  | 
such  substitute  is  not  liable  to  draft,  the  person  i 
furnishing  him  should  be  exempt  from  draft  dur- 
ing the  time  for  which  such  substitute  was  not ' 
liable  to  draft ;  and  if  such  substitute  was  liable  | 
to  draft,  the  name  of  the  person  furnishing  him 
should  again  be  placed  on  the  roll.1   That  the 
commutation  money  paid  by  persons  drafted  in 
any  congressional  district  should  be  applied  by 
the  War  Department  for  the  procuration  of  sub- 
stitutes, which  substitutes  should  be  credited  to 
that  district  in  filling  its  quota.    That  the  four- 
teenth section  of  the  act  amended  should  be 
amended  so  as  to  read :  That  all  drafted  persons 
should,  on  arriving  at  the  rendezvous,  be  care- 
fully inspected  by  the  surgeon  of  the  board. 
That  boards  of  enrolment  should  have  power  to 
enroll  any  person  whose  name  should  have  been 
Omitted,  and  any  person  arriving  at  the  age  of 


twenty  years,  and  any  person  who  had  not  been 
in  the  military  or  naval  service  of  the  United 
States  two  years  during  the  existing  war  and 
honorably  discharged ;  and  the  boards  of  enrol- 
ment should  release  from  draft  any  person  who, 
between  the  enrolment  and  the  draft,  should  have 
arrived  at  the  age  of  forty-five.  That  whenerer 
a  mariner  or  able  seaman  should  be  drafted,  be 
should  have  the  right  to  enlist  in  the  naval  ser- 
vice. That  all  enlistments  into  the  naval  service 
or  into  the  marine  corps,  that  might  be  hereafter 
made  of  persons  liable  to  service,  should  be'ered* 
fted  to  the  ward,  town,  or  township,  or  county, 
when  the  same  was  not  divided  into  wards, 
towns,  or  townships,  in  which  such  enlisted  men 
were  or  might  be  enrolled.  That  section  two  of 
the  act  for  enrolling  and  calling  out  the  national 
forces,  should  be  amended  by  striking  out  all  of 
the  section,  and  inserting :  44  That  the  following 
persons  be  excepted  and  exempted  from  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  and  shall  not  be  liable  to  mil- 
itary duty  under  the  same,  to  wit*:  Such  as  are 
rejected  as  physically  or  mentally  unfit  for  the 
service  ;  the  Vice-President  of  the  United  States, 
the  judges  of  the  various  courts  of  the  United 
States,  the  heads  of  the  various  executive  depart- 
ments, the  governors  of  the  several  States,  and 
all  persons  actually  in  the  military  or  naval  ser- 
vice at  the  time  of  the  draft,  or  who  have  been 
in  such  service  for  the  term  of  two  years  during 
the  present  war,  and  been  honorably  discharged. 
That  section  third  of  the  act  for  enrolling  and 
calling  out  the  national  forces,  and  so  much  of 
section  ten  of  the  act  as  provided  for  the  separate 
enrolment  of  each  class,  should  be  repealed. 
That  any  person  who  should  forcibly  resist  or 
oppose  any  enrolment,  or  who  should  incite, 
counsel,  or  encourage  to  resist  or  oppose  any 
such  enrolment,  should  be  punished  by  a  fine 
not  exceeding  five  thousand  dollars,  or  by  im- 
prisonment not  exceeding  five  years,  or  by  both 
of  the  punishments,  in  the  discretion  of  the  court 
That  the  Secretary  of  War  should  be  authorized 
to  detail  or  appoint  such  number  of  additional 
surgeons  for  temporary  duty  in  the  examination 
of  persons  drafted  into  the  military  service,  as 
might  be  necessary  to  secure  the  prompt  exam- 
ination of  all  drafted  persons.  That  provost- 
marshals,  boards  of  enrolment,  or  any  member 
thereof,  acting  by  authority  of  the  board,  should 
have  power  to  summon  witnesses,  and  enforce 
their  attendance.  That  copies  of  any  record  of  a 
provost-marshal  or  board  of  enrolment,  or  of  any 
part  thereof,  certified  by  the  provost-marshal,  or 
a  majority  of  the  board  of  enrolment,  should  be 
deemed  and  taken  as  evidence  in  any  civil  or 
military  court,  in  like  manner  as  the  original 
record.  That  members  of  religious  denomina- 
tions, who  should,  by  oath  or  affirmation,  declare 
that  they  are  conscientiously  opposed  to  the 
bearing  of  arms,  should,  when'  drafted,  be  coa- 
sidered  non-combatants,  and  should  be  assigned 
by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  duty  in  the  hospital** 
or  to  the  oare  of  freed  men-  That  no  person  of 
foreign  birth  should,  on  account  of  alienage,  be 
exempted  from  enrolment  or  draft*  who  had  at 
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my  time  assumed  the  rights  of  a  citizen  by  vot- 
Dg  at  any  election  held  under  authority  of  the 
aws  of  any  State  or  Territory,  or  of  the  United 
States,  or  who  had  held  any  office  under  such 
aws,  or  any  of  them.    That  all  claims  to  exerap- 
ion  should  be  verified  by  the  oath  or  affirmation 
>f  the  party  claiming  exemption.    That  if  any 
>erson,  drafted  and  liable  to  render  military  ser- 
ice,  should  procure  a  decision  of  the  board  of 
nrolment  in  his  favor  upon  a  claim  to  exemption 
>y  any  fraud  or  false  representation  practised  by 
limself  or  by  his  procurement,  such  decision  or 
xemption  should  be  of  no  effect.    That  any  pcr- 
on  who  should  procure,  or  attempt  to  procure, 
.  false  report  from  the  surgeon  of  the  board  of 
nrolment  concerning  the  physical  condition  of 
ny  person  drafted  and  liable  to  render  service, 
ra  decision  in  favor  of  such  person  upon  a  claim 
a  exemption,  knowing  the  same  to  be  false, 
bould,  upon  conviction,  be  punished  by  impris- 
onment   That  the  fees  of  agents  and  attorneys 
>r  making  out'  and  causing  to  be  executed  any 
apcrs  in  support  of  a  claim  for  exemption  from 
raft,  or  for  any  services  that  might  be  rendered  to 
le  claimant,  should  not,  in  any  case,  exceed  five 
hilars.    That  no  member  of  the  board  of  enrol- 
ient,  and  no  surgeon  detailed  or  employed  to  as- 
st  the  board  of  enrolment,  and  no  clerk,  assistant, 
•  employee  of  any  provost-marshal  or  board  of 
irolmcnt  should  directly  or  indirectly  be  engaged 
i  procuring  or  attempting  to  procure  substitutes 
t  persons  drafted,  or  liable  to  be  drafted  into 


Secretary  of  "War  may  authorize  to  receive  the 
same,  the  full  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars. 
And  provided  further,  That  every  such  person 
thus  discharged  shall  pay,  in  addition  to  the  said 
sum  of  three  hundred  dollars,  a  certain  propor- 
tion in  the  nature  of  a  tithe  of"  his  annual  gains, 
profits,  or  income,  whether  derived  from  any 
kind  of  property,  dividends,  salary,  or  from  any 
profession,  trade,  or  employment  whatever,  ac- 
cording to  the  following  rates,  to  wit :  on  all  in- 
come over  six  hundred  dollars,  and  not  over  two 
thousand  dollars,  ten  per  cent;  over  two  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  not  over  five  thousand  dollars, 
twenty  per  cent ;  and  on  all  income  over  five 
thousand,  thirty  per  cent"  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Col- 
lamer,  Mr.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  Cowan  opposed  the 
repeal  of  the  throe  hundred  dollar  commutation 
clause,  and  Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana,  advocated  its 
repeal 

On  the  twelfth,  the  Senate  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill.  Mr.  Sumner  proposed  to 
modify  his  amendment  so  as  to  allow  a  drafted 
man  to  furnish  a  substitute,  and  to  provide  that 
the  commutation  money  be  used  at  the  discretion 
of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  promote  enlistments, 
or  for  the  benefit  of  enlisted  men.  After  de- 
bate, the  vote  was  taken  on  Mr.  Sumner's  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment,  and  it  was  rejected — 
yeas,  fifteen ;  nays,  twenty-five.  Mr.  Wilson 
then  moved  to  strike  out  all  after  the  enacting 
clause  of  the  amendment  repealing  the  three 
hundred  dollar  commutation  provision,  and  in- 


le  military  service.  That  any  surgeon  charged  [  sorting:  uThat  any  person  enrolled  and  drafted 
ith  the  duty  of  inspection,  who  should  receive  j  may  pay  to  such  person  as  the  Secretary  of  War 
x>m  any  person  any  money  or  other  valuable :  may  designate  to  receive  it,  three  hundred  dol- 


ing, for  making  an  imperfect  inspection,  or  a 
lse  or  incorrect  report,  and  each  member  of  the 
)ard  of  enrolment  who  should  wilfully  agree  to 
te  discharge  from  service  of  any  drafted  person 
ho  was  not  legally  and  properly  entitled  to  such 
scharge,  should  be  tried  by  a  court-martial, 
id,  on  conviction,  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not 
ss  than  three  hundred  dollars,  and  not  more 
an  ten  thousand  dollars,  should  be  imprisoned 
the  discretion  of  the  court,  and  be  cashiered 
id  dismissed  the  service.  That  nothing  con- 
ined  in  the  act  should  be  so  construed  as  to  pre- 
nt  or  prohibit  the  enlistment  of  men  in  the 
ates  in  rebellion  under  the  orders  of  the  War 
epartment 

On  the  seventh,  the  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
llson,  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
11,  and  several  amendments  reported  by  the 
ilit&ry  Committee  were  agreed  to.  A  new 
ction,  moved  by  Mr.  Grimes,  exempting  from 
Bit  pilots,  engineers,  and  masters-at-arms  in 
e  naval  service,  was  adopted.  On  the  eighth, 
e  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill, 
e  pending  question  being  the  amendment  re- 
nted by  the  Military  Committee  to  repeal  the 
vnmutation  clause  of  three  hundred  dollars, 
r.  Sumner  moved  to  strike  out  all  after  the 
Acting  clause  of  the  amendment  and  insert: 
rhat  no  drafted  person  shall  be  allowed  to 
nrish  a  substitute,  but  he  shall  be  discharged 
xn  the  draft  on  paying  to  such  officer  as  the 


lars  for  the  procurement  of  a  substitute,  and  such 
person  so  paying  three  hundred  dollars  for  the 
procurement  of  a  substitute,  shall  be  exempt 
from  draft  until  such  time  as  be  shall  again  bo- 
come  liable  to  draft  by  reason  of  the  exhaustion 
of  the  enrolment  from  which  the  draft  shall  bo 
made ;  but  such  exemption  shall  not  exceed  the 
time  for  which  such  person  shall  have  been  draft- 
ed." The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Mr. 
Howe,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Grimes,  Mr.  Fessenden, 
Mr.  Johnson,  and  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas. 

On  the  fourteenth,  the  debate  was  resumed, 
and  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  moved 
by  Mr.  Wilson  having  been  withdrawn,  the  vote 
was  taken  on  the  amendment  to  repeal  the  com- 
mutation clause,  and  it  was  rejected — yeas, 
twelve ;  nays,  twenty-eight  Mr.  Sherman  moved 
to  amend  by  adding  as  a  new  section :  44  That 
any  person  enrolled  and  drafted  into  the  milita- 
ry service  of  the  United  States,  may  furnish  an 
acceptable  substitute,  subject  to  such  rules  and 
regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War.  That  if  such  substitute  is  not 
liable  to  draft,  the  person  furnishing  him  shall 
be  exempt  from  draft  during  the  time  for  which 
such  substitute  is  not  liable  to  draft,  not  exceed- 
ing the  term  for  which  he  was  drafted ;  and  if 
such  substitute  is  liable  to  draft,  the  name  of 
the  person  furnishing  him  shall  again  be  placed 
on  the  roll,  and  shall  be  liable  to  draft  on  future 
calls.    And  any  person  now  in  the  military  or 
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naval  service  of  the  United  States  not  physically 
disqualified,  who  has  so  served  more  than  one 
year,  and  whose  term  of  unexpired  service  shall 
not,  at  the  time  of  substitution,  exceed  six 
months,  may  be  employed  as  a  substitute  to 
serve  in  the  troops  of  the  State  in  which  he  en- 
listed ;  and  if  any  drafted  person  shall  hereafter 
pay  money  for  the  procuration  of  a  substitute; 
under  the  provisions  of  the  act  to  which  this  is 
an  amendment,  such  payment  of  money  shall 
operate  only  to  relieve  such  person  from  draft 
3n  that  call,  and  his  name  shall  be  retained  on 
the  roll,  and  he  shall  be  subject  to  draft  on 
future  calls,  and  the  maximum  of  commutation 
under  said  act  shall  hereafter  be  five  hundred 
dollars  instead  of  three  hundred  dollars."  Mr. 
Anthony,  of  Rhode  Island,  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  adding  as  a  proviso:  "That  no 
person  who  has  been  drafted  and  furnished  a 
substitute  or  paid  commutation  as  herein  pro- 
vided, shall  again  be  liable  to  draft 'until  the 
present  enrolment  shall  be  exhausted."  The 
amendment  to  the  amendment  was  rejected. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Harris,  Mr.  Sherman's  amend- 
ment was  amended  so  as  to  make  the  maximum 
commutation  four  hundred  dollars  instead  of 
five  hundred  dollars.    Mr.  Howard,  of  Michigan, 
moved  to  amend  Mr.  Sherman's  amendment  by 
striking  out  the  last  clause,  41  and  the  maximum 
of  commutation  shall  be  four  hundred  dollars 
instead  of  three  hundred  dollars;"  and  it  was 
agreed  to — yeas,  twenty-three ;  nays,  fourteen. 
Mr.  Sherman's  amendment  as  amended  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Howe  moved  to  amend  by  adding  a  new 
section  providing  that  the  money  received  as  com- 
mutation should  be  a  fund  to  be  equally  distrib- 
uted among  men  drafted  and  mustered  into  the 
service ;  but  the  amendment  was  rejected.  Mr. 
Dixon  moved  to  amend  by  adding  as  a  new 
section :  44  That  all  persons  recognized  as  clergy- 
men or  ministers  of  religion  by  the  ecclesiastical 
authority  of  the  denomination  or  communion  to 
which  they  belong,  when  called  into  the  military 
service  under  this  act,  shall  be  regarded  as  non- 
combatants,  and  employed  as  chaplains  or  in 
hospitals."  Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  amend  by  strik- 
ing out  the  amendment  and  inserting :  44  That 
ministers  of  the  Gospel,  or  members  of  religious 
denominations  conscientiously  opposed  to  the 
bearing  of  arms,  and  who  are  prohibited  from 
doing  so  by  the  rules  and  articles  of  faith  and 
practice  of  said  religious  denomination,  shall, 
when  drafted  into  the  military  service,  be  con- 
sidered non-combatants,  and  shall  be  assigned  by 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  duty  in  the  hospitals,  or 
to  the  care  of  freedraen,  or  shall  pay  the  sum 
of  three  hundred  dollars  to  such  person  as  the 
Secretary  of  War  shall  designate  to  receive  it,  to 
be  applied  to  the  benefit  of  the  sick  and  wound- 
ed soldiers ;  and  such  drafted  persons  shall  then 
be  exempt  from  the  draft  during  the  time  for 
which  they  shall  have  been  drafted."  Mr.  Dixon 
accepted  the  amendment  Mr.  Grimes  moved  to 
amend  the  amendment  by  striking  out  the  words, 
'*  ministers  of  the  Gospel  or ;"  and  the  amend- 


ment was  agreed  to — yeas,  twenty-eight ;  nays, 
ten.  Mr.  Doolittle  moved  to  amend  by  requiring 
members  of  religious  denominations  to  make 
oath  that  they  are  conscientiously  opposed  to 
bearing  arms;  and  the  amendment  was  agreed 
to.  The  amendment  as  amended  was  agreed 
to — 3'eas,  twenty-eight;  nays,  twelve. 

On  the  fifteenth,  the  Senate  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill.  It  was  reported  to  the 
Senate,  and  the  amendments  made  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  agreed  to.  Mr.  Nesmith  re- 
newed the  motion  to  repeal  the  three  hundred 
dollar  commutation  clause  of  the  enrolment  act; 
but  the  motion  was  lost — yeas,  fifteen;  nays, 
twenty-four.  Mr.  Sumner  renewed  his  motion 
to  require  drafted  persons  to  pay  commutation 
in  proportion  to  their  incomes ;  but  it  was  lost— 
yeas,  sixteen ;  nays,  twenty-eight  Mr.  Doo- 
little desired  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to  make 
persons  who  had  resided  one  year  in  the  country 
and  voted,  liable  to  enrolment  and  draft,  and 
Mr.  Trumbull  moved  to  amend  by  adding :  44  That 
no  person  of  foreign  birth  shall,  on  account  of 
alienage,  be  exempted  from  enrolment  or  draft, 
who  has  at  any  time  assumed  the  rights  of  a  citi- 
zen by  voting  at  any  election,  or  who  has  held 
any  office ;  but  the  fact  that  any  such  person  of 
foreign  birth  has  voted  or  held,  or  shall  vote  or 
hold  office,  shall  be  taken  as  conclusive  evidence 
that  he  is  not  entitled  to  exemption  from  milita- 
ry service  on  account  of  alienage."  The  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to. 

The  consideration  of  the  bill  was  resumed  on 
the  sixteenth;  debated  and  amended.  On  the 
eighteenth,  the  bill  was  further  considered,  de- 
bated, amended,  and  passed. 

In  the  House,  on  the  fifteenth  of  January, 
Mr.  Schenck,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  the  bill  had  been  referred, reported 
it  back  with  an  amendment  On  the  first  of 
February,  the  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Schenck, 
referred  it  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  made  it  the  special  order  until  disposed  of. 
The  Military  Committee  reported  an  amend- 
ment to  strike  out  all  of  the  Senate  bill  after  the 
first  section,  and  insert  twenty-five  new  sections 
as  a  substitute.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Stevens,  of 
Pennsylvania,  the  original  bill  was  amended  so 
as  to  provide  that  persons  paying  three  hundred 
dollars  should  be  exempted  during  the  time  for 
which  they  were  drafted,  unless  the  enrolment 
should  be  exhausted.  Mr.  Holman,  of  Indiana, 
moved  to  amend  so  as  to  repeal  the  commutation 
provision.  On  the  second,  the  debate  was  re- 
newed by  Mr.  Schenck,  Mr.  Chandler,  and  Mr. 
Davis,  of  New- York,  Mr.  Anderson,  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  Mr.  W.  J.  Allen,  of  Illinois.  Th» 
House,  on  the  third,  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Myers,  and  Mr.  Williams,  of 
Pennsylvania,  addressed  the  House  in  its  favor, 
and  Mr.  Stiles  of  that  State  opposed  it  Mr. 
Holman's  amendment  to  strike  out  of  the  origi- 
nal bill  the  commutation  clause  was  rejected- 
yeas,  twenty-six ;  nays,  seventy-three.  Mr.  Bald- 
win, of  Michigan,  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  the  maximum  of  four  hundred  dot 
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lars  instead  of  three  hundred  dollars,  and  it  was 
agreed  to. 

On  the  eighth,  the  bill  was  amended  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Rice,  of  Massachusetts,  so  as  to  al- 
low soldiers  to  enlist  in  the  navy.  On  the  ninth, 
the  bill  was  further  discussed  and  amended. 
Mr.  Stevens,  on  the  tenth,  moved  to  amend  the 
Senate  bill  by  striking  Qut  the  twenty-seventh 
section,  and  inserting  that  "all  able-bodied  male 
persons  of  African  descent,  between  the  ages  of 
,  twenty  and  forty-five  years,  whether  citizens  or 
not,  resident  in  the  United  States,  shall  be  en- 
rolled and  form  part  of  the  national  forces.  And 
when  a  slave  shall  have  been  drafted  and  mus- 
tered into  the  service  of  the  United  States  his 
master  shall  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which 
shall  entitle  him  to  receive  three  hundred  dollars 
from  the  United  States,  and  the  drafted  man 
shall  be  free,  provided  that  the  slaves  of  loyal 
men  only  shall  be  paid  for."  On  the  eleventh, 
the  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill, 
and  Mr.  Davis,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  amend 
Mr.  Stevens's  amendment  by  adding :  "  The  Sec- 
retary of  War  shall  appoint  a  commission  in 
each  of  the  slaves  States  represented  in  Con- 
gress, charged  to  award  a  just  compensation  to 
each  loyal  owner  of  any  slave  who  may  volun- 
teer into*  the  service  of  the  United  States,  pay- 
able out  of  the  commutation  money."  The 
amendment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Baldwin,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  strike 
out  the  words  u  owner  of  any  slave,"  and  insert, 
"  the  person  to  whom  the  colored  persons  may 
owe  service  ;"  and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Webster,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  insert  after 
the  word  44  certificate,"  in  Mr.  Stevens's  amend- 
ment, the  words  :  44  The  bounty  of  one  hundred 
dollars,  now  payable  Jjy  law  to  each  drafted  man, 
shall  be  paid  to  the  person  to  whom  said  drafted 
person  owes  service  at  the  time  of  his  muster 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States,"  and  it  was 
agreed  to.  The  amendment  of  Mr.  Stevens  was 
agreed  to— yeas,  sixty -seven ;  nays,  forty-four. 

On  the  twelfth,  the  House  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill.  The  previous  question, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Schenck,  was  ordered — yeas, 
seventy-eight;  nays,  fifty-six.  Mr.  Schenck  brief- 
ly explained  the  amendment  adopted  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  also  the  substitute  of 
the  Military  Committee.  The  amendments  adopt- 
ed in  Committee  of  the  Whole  were  agreed  to, 
with  the  exception  of  the  twenty-second  amend- 
ment, on  which  a  separate  vote  was  demanded. 
That  amendment  was  to  strike  out  the  twenty* 
seventh  section,  and  insert  in  lieu  of  it :  41  All 
able-bodied  male  persons  of  African  descent,  be- 
tween the  ages  of  twenty  and  forty-five  years  of 
age,  whether  citizens  or  not,  resident  in  the 
United  States,  shall  be  enrolled  according  to  the 
provisions  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supple- 
ment, and  form  part  of  the  national  forces ;  and 
wbaa  a  slave  of  a  loyal  citizen  shall  be  drafted 
and  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  his  master  shall  have  a  certificate  thereof. 
The  bounty  of  one  hundred  dollars;  now  paya- 
ble by  law  for  each  drafted  man,  shall  be  paid  to 


the  person  to  whom  such  drafted  person  owes 
service  or  labor  at  the  time  of  his  muster  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  on  freeing  the 
person.  The  Secretary  of  War  shall  appoint  a 
commission  in  each  of  the  slaves  States  repre- 
sented in  Congress,  charged  to  award  a  just  com- 
pensation, not  exceeding  three  hundred  dollars, 
to  each  loyal  person  to  whom  the  colored  volun- 
teer may  owe  service,  who  may  volunteer  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  payable  out  of 
the  commutation  money,  upon  the  master  freeing 
the  slave."  The  amendment  was  agreed  to.  The 
vote  was  then  taken  on  the  substitute,  which 
was  in  substance  the  Senate  bill  with  the  House 
amendments,  and  it  was  concurred  in.  Mr.  Hol- 
man  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  pas- 
sago  of  the  bill,  and  being  taken,  resulted— -yeas, 
ninety-four ;  nays,  sixty  ;  so  the  bill  was.  passed 
by  the  House. 

On  the  fifteenth,  the  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr 
Wilson,  disagreed  to  the  House  amendments, 
and  the  House,  on  the  sixteenth,  insisted  on  its 
amendments,  asked  a  committee  of  conference, 
and  the  speaker  appointed  Mr.  Schenck,  Mr. 
Kernan,  of  New-York,  and  Mr.  Deming,  of  Con- 
necticut, managers  on  the  part  of  the  House. 
The  Senate  insisted  on  its  disagreement  to  the 
House  amendments,  agreed  to  a  committee  of 
conference,  and  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Nesmith,  and 
Mr.  Grimes  were  appointed  managers.  On  the 
eighteenth,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  committee  of 
conference,  made  a  report,  which  was  ordered  to 
be  printed.  The  report,  in  substance,  agreed  to 
the  Senate  bill  with  some  of  the  amendments  of 
the  House.  The  twenty-sixth  section  of  the 
amendment  of  the  House  provided  that  masters, 
on  freeing  their  slaves,  should  receive  the  com- 
mutation money.  This  provision  permitted  the 
master  to  claim  yie  colored  soldier  as  his  slave 
after  being  mustered  into  the  army.  The  com- 
mittee of  conference,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson, 
provided  that  every  colored  soldier,  on  being 
mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
should  be  free.  On  the  nineteenth,  the  Senate 
agreed  to  the  report  of  the  conference  commit- 
tee— yeas,  twenty-six ;  nays,  sixteen.  The  House 
agreed  to  the  report  of  the  committee — yeas, 
seventy-one ;  nays,  twenty-three.  The  bill  was 
approved  by  the  President  on  the  twenty-fourth 
of  February,  1864. 

No.  LXT. — The  Joint  Resolution  relative  to  the 
Transfer  of  Persons  in  the  Military  to  the 
Naval  Service. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  eighteenth  of  February, 
1864,  Mr.  Conness,  of  California,  introduced  a 
joint  resolution  relative  to  the  transfer  of  persons 
in  the  military  to  the  naval  service ;  it  was  read 
twice,  and,  by  unanimous  consent,  considered  aa 
in  committee  of  the  whole.  The  resolution  pro- 
posed to  direct  the  Provost-Marshal  General  to 
enlist  such  persons  as  might  desire  to  enter  the 
naval  service  of  the  United  States,  under  such 
directions  as  might  be  given  by  the  Secretary  of 
War  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy ;  and  these 
enlistments  were  to  be  credited  to  the  appropri- 
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ate  district ;  but  inasmuch  as  they  received  prize 
money,  they  were  not  to  be  entitled  to  any  bounty. 
The  President,  whenever  in  his  judgment  the 
public  service  might  require  it,  could  transfer 
persons  who  had  been  employed  in  sea  service, 
and  were  enlisted  in  the  army,  from  their  regi- 
ments to  the  naval  service,  upon  such  terms  and 
according  to  such  rules  and  regulations  as  might 
be  prescribed  ;  but  the  number  of  transfers  from 
any  company  or  regiment  was  not  to  be. so  great 
as  to  reduce  it  below  the  minimum  strength  re- 
quired by  the  regulations  of  the  military  service, 
and  the  sums  paid  to  such  persons  as  bounty  for 
entering  the  military  service,  were  to  be  trans- 
ferred from  the  naval  recruiting  fund  to  the  credit 
of  the  proper  appropriation  for  the  land  service. 
Mr.  Conness  stated  that  the  joint  resolution  was 
prepared  in  accordance  with  the  judgment  of  the 
Executive,  of  the  Navy  Department,  and  of  the 
War  Department.  Mr.  Grimes  moved  to  amend 
the  resolution  by  adding :  "  That  there  shall  be 
paid  to  each  enlisted  able  or  ordinary  seaman  an 
advance,  as  a  bounty,  of  three  months'  pay,  to  be 
refunded  to  the  treasury  from  any  prize  money 
to  which  such  enlisted  man  may  hereafter  be  en- 
titled." The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
bill  as  amended  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Higby,  of  California,  the 
House  referred  the  resolution  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  with  leave  to  report  at  any 
time.  On  the  nineteenth,  Mr.  Doming,  of  Con-4 
necticut,  from  the  Military  Committee,  reported 
the  resolution  without  amendment,  and  it  was 
passed  without  a  division.  It  was  approved  by 
the  President  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  February, 
1864. 

No.  LXII. — The  Bill  to  establish  a  Uniform 
System  of  Ambulances  in  theJTnited  States. 
In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-third  of  December, 
1863,  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced 
a  bill  to  establish  a  uniform  system  of  ambu- 
lances in  the  army,  which  was  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Military  Committee.  On  the 
twentieth  of  January,  1864,  Mr.  Wilson  reported 
it  back  with  amendments.  The  bill  provided 
that  the  chief  medical  officer  of  each  army  corps, 
should,  under  the  control  of  the  medical  director 
of  the  army  to  which  such  army  corps  belonged, 
have  the  supervision  of  all  ambulances,  and  of  all 
officers  and  men  who  might  be  detailed  or  em- 
ployed to  assist  him,  in  the  array  corps  in  which 
he  might  be  serving.  That  the  commanding 
officer  of  each  army  corps  should  detail  officers 
and  enlisted  men  for  service  in  the  ambulance 
corps,  namely,  one  captain,  one  first  lieutenant  for 
each  division,  one  second  lieutenant  for  each  bri- 
gade, one  sergeant  for  each  regiment,  three  pri- 
vates for  each  ambulance,  and  one  private  for 
each  wagon  ;  the  officers,  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers, and  privates  detailed  for  each  array  corps 
to  be  examined  by  a  board  of  medical  officers 
of  such  army  corps  as  to  their  fitness  for  such 
duty.  That  there  should  be  furnished  to  each 
army  corps  two-horse  ambulances,  upon  the  ba- 
sis of  three  to  each  regiment  of  infantry  of  five 


hundred  men  or  more;  two  to  each  regiment 
of  infantry  of  more  than  two  hundred  and  leai 
than  five  hundred  men  or  more :  and  one  to  each 
regiment  of  infantry  of  less  than  two  hundred; 
men ;  two  to  each  regiment  of  cavalry  of  five  hun- 
dred men  or  more ;  and  one  to  each  regiment  of 
cavalry  of  less  than  five  hundred  men  ;  one  to 
each  battery  of  artillery. — to  which  battery  of  ar- 
tillery it  should  be  permanently  attached ;  to  the 
headquarters  of  each  army  corps  two  such  ambu- 
lances ;  and  to  each  division  train  of  ambulances . 
two  army  wagons ;  and  ambulances  should  be 
furnished  to  division  brigades  and  commands  not 
attached  to  any  army  corps  upon  the  same  basis; 
each  ambulance  to  be  provided  with  such  num- 
ber of  stretchers  and  other  appliances  as  should 
be  prescribed  by  the  Surgeon-General.  That  the 
captain  should  be  the  commander  of  all  the  am- 
bulances, medicine,  and  other  wagons  in  the  corps, 
under  the  immediate  direction  of  the  medical  di- 
rector, or  chief  medical  officer  of  the  army  corpe 
to  which  the  ambulance  corps  belongs ;  and  be 
should  pay  special  attention  to  the  condition  of 
the  ambulances,  and  see  that  they  were  at  ail 
times  in  readiness  for  service ;  that  the  officers 
and  men  of  the  ambulance  corps  were  properly 
instructed  in  their  duties,  and  that  their  duties 
were  performed;  and  it  should  be  his  duty  to 
institute  a  drill  in  his  corps,  instructing  his  men 
in  the  most  easy  and  expeditious  manner  of  mor- 
ing  the  sick  and  wounded,  and  to  require  that  the 
sick  and  wounded  should  be  treated  with  gentle- 
ness and  care ;  and  it  should  be  his  duty  to  see 
that  the  ambulances  were  not  used  for  any  other 
purpose  than  that  for  which  they  were  designed. 
And  it  should  be  the  duty  of  the  chief  medial 
officer  of  the  army  corps,  previous  to  a  march, 
and  previous  to  and  in  timjs  of  action,  or  when- 
ever it  might  be  necessary  to  use  the  ambulances, 
to  issue  the  proper  orders  to  the  captain  for  the 
distribution  and  management  of  the  same;  for 
collecting  the  sick  and  wounded,  and  conveying 
them  to  their  destination.  And  the  officers  of 
the  ambulance  corps,  including  the  medical  di- 
rector, should  make  such  reports,  from  time  to 
time,  as  might  be  required  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  the  Surgeon-General,  the  medical  director 
of  the  army,  or  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
army  corps  in  which  they  might  be  serving. 
That  the  first  lieutenant  for  a  division  should 
have  complete  control,  under  the  captain  of  his 
corps  and  the  medical  director  of  the  army  corps, 
of  all  the  ambulances  and  men  in  that  portion 
of  the  ambulance  corps.  He  should  be  the  act- 
ing assistant  quartermaster,  and  be  responsible 
for  all  the  property  belonging  to  the  ambulance 
corps,  have  authority  to  draw  supplies  from  the 
depot  quartermaster,  upon  requisitions  approved 
by  the  captain  of  his  corps,  the  medical  director, 
and  the  commander  of  the  army  corps  to  which 
he  is  attached.  That  the  second  lieutenant  should 
have  command  of  the  portion  of  the  ambulance 
corps  for  a  brigade,  and  should  be  trader  the 
immediate  orders  of  the  first  lieutenant,  and 
should  exercise  a  careful  supervision  over  the 
sergeants  and  privates.    That  the  ambulances  in 
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the  armies  of  the  United  States  should  be  used 
only  for  the  transportation  of  the  sick  and  wound- 
ed, and,  in  urgent  cases  only,  for  medical  sup- 
r  plies,  and  all  persons  should  be  prohibited  from 
using  them.  That  no  person  except  the  proper 
medical  officers,  or  the  officers,  non-commissioned 
officers,  and  privates  of  the  ambulance  corps,  or 
such  persons  as  might  be  assigned  to  duty  with 
the  ambulance  corps,  should  be  permitted  to  take 
or  accompany  sick  or  wounded  men  to  the  rear, 
either  on  the  march  or  upon  the  field  of  battle. 
That  the  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  and 
privates  of  the  ambulance  corps  should  be  desig- 
nated by  such  uniform  or  in  such  manner  as  the 
Secretary  of  War  should  deem  proper.  That  it 
should  be  the  duty  of  the  commander  of  the  army 
corps  to  transmit  to  the  Adjutant-General  the 
names  and  rank  of  all  officers  and  enlisted  ,  men 
detailed  for  service  in  the  ambulance  corps  of 
such  army  corps,  and  it  should  be  the  duty  of 
the  commander  of  the  army  corps  to  report  to 
the  Adjutant-General,  from  time.to  time,  the  con- 
duct and  behavior  of  the  officers  and  enlisted 
men  of  the  ambulance  corps.  That  nothing  in 
the  act  should  be  construed  to  diminish  or  impair 
the  rightful  authority  of  the  commanders  of  ar- 
mies, army  corps,  or  separate  detachments,  over 
the  medical  and  other  officers,  and  the  non-com- 
missioned officers  and  privates  of  their  com- 
mands. 

On  the  third  of  February,  the  Senate,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Wilson,  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill,  and  the  amendments  reported  by 
the  Military  Committee  were  agreed  to.  Mr. 
Wilson  then  stated  that  the  bill  was  based  upon 
the  orders  of  Colonel  Letterman,  Medical  Director 
of  the  army  of  the  Potomac  The  bill,  he  said, 
had  been  sent  to  medical  directors  of  armies,  and 
to  several  generals,  and  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs  had  received  many  letters  approving 
the  provisions  of  the  bill.  General  Grant  wrote 
that  44  the  system,  as  now  proposed,  is  a  good 
one ;  that  it  may  bo  subject  to  modifications 
which  can  be  made  by  orders ;  that  it  is  an  ad- 
mirable system  to  be  adopted  by  all  our  armies." 
General  Hooker  said  he  regarded  the  bill  as  un- 
exceptionable. General  Sykes,  commanding  a 
corps  in  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  said  :  44  In  its 
main  provisions  it  is  identical  of  Order  Eighty- 
five,  of  this  army,  August  twenty-fourth,  1863." 
44  The  system  established  in  those  orders  has  been 
tested,  and  found  highly  satisfactory."  General 
Sedgwick,  commanding  the  Sixth  corps,  of  the 
army  of  the  Potomac,  said  of  the  bill :  44  It  is  es- 
sentially the  same  a? now  organized  in  this  army, 
and  has  been  found  to  work  admirably."  Gen- 
eral French,  another  corps  commander  of  the  ar- 
my of  the  Potomac,  says  :  44  The  system,  as  em- 
bodied in  the  bill,  is  almost  practically  perfect." 
General  Plcasonton,  who  commanded  the  cavalry 
of  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  said  of  the  bill :  44 1 
am  very  glad  to  find  it  so  nearly  accords  with 
the  system  adopted  for  the  service  in  this  army. 
The  experience  of  the  past  eighteen  months  has 
shown  that  the  necessities  of  the  service  will  be 


fully  met  by  the  provisions  of  your  bill.  While 
it  provides  in  the  most  ample  manner  for  the  care 
of  the  sick  and  wounded,  the  checks  against  any 
abuse  are  well  considered,  a*id  will  prove  effect- 
ive. "  General  Thomas  wrote  a  letter  indorsing 
the  bill,  and  suggested  an  amendment,  which  was 
adopted  by  the  Committee.  44 1  have  full  confi- 
dence," he  said,  44  that  the  bill  as  it  now  stands, 
will  answer  all  the  purposes  needed.  It  is  a 
general  direction  and  guide,  leaving  sufficient 
scope  for  medical  directors  of  armies  to  issue  or- 
ders and  make  such  modifications  and  changes 
of  detail  as  may  be  necessary,  from  time  to  time, 
in  their  several  armies.  It  extends  to  all  our 
armies  the  system  adopted  eighteen  months  ago 
in  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  and  which  at  Fred- 
ericksburgh,  at  Chancellorsville,  and  at  Gettys- 
burgh,  according  to  the  testimony  of  our  officers, 
worked  most  admirably.  It  has  been  improving 
every  day,  and  no  doubt  will  continue  to  im- 
prove so  long  as  the  war  lasts  ;  for,  in  this  de- 
partment, as-  in  every  other,  they  are  every  day 
learning  something."  Mr.  Wilson  stated  that  it 
had  been  suggested  that  mule-litters  might  be 
introduced  into  the  army.  Mr.  Grimes  thought 
there  ought  to  be  a  section  in  the  bill  giving  au- 
thority to  change  the  character  of  the  ambulan- 
ces, and  detail  officers  and  men  to  horse  and 
mule-litters.  Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  by  adding  a  new  section,  providing  that  horse 
and  mule- litters  might  be  authorized  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  under  such  rules  and  regulations 
as  might  be  prescribed  by  the  medical  director 
of  each  army.  The  amendment  was  agreed  to, 
and  the  bill  then  passed  without  a  division. 

In  the  House,  on  the  eighth  of  March,  Mr. 
Schcnck,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee  on  Milita- 
ry Affairs,-  reported  back  the  ambulance  bill  of 
the  Senate  with  amendments,  which  were  agreed 
to,  and  the  bill  was  then  passed  without  a  divi- 
sion. On  the  ninth,  the  Senate,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Wilson,  concurred  in  the  amendments  of  the 
House,  and  the  bill  was  approved  by  the  Presi- 
dent on  the  eleventh  of  March,  1864. 

No.  LXUl.—The  Bill  to  amend  Section  Mne 
of  the  Act  approved  July  seventeenth,  1862,  44  to 
Define  the  Pay  and  Emolument*  of  certain 
Officers  of  tlw  Army." 

In  the  House,  on  the  eighth  of  March,  Mr. 
Fafnsworth,  of  Illinois,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  section 
nine  of  the  act  approved  July  seventeenth,  1862, 
44  to  define  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  certain  offi- 
cers of  the  army." 

The  first  section  of  the  bill  provided  that  from 
and  after  the  passage  of  the  act,  chaplains  in  the 
regular  and  volunteer  service,  and  in  hospitals, 
should  not  suffer  any  diminution  of  their  pay  and 
allowances  when  absent  from  duty  on  leave,  on 
account  of  sickness  or  other  disability,  or  when 
held  by  the  enemy  as  prisoners. 

The  second  section  of  the  bill  so  amended  the 
pension  act  of  July,  1862,  as  to  include  chaplains 
in  the  regular  and  volunteer  service ;  provided 
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that  the  pension  to  which  a  chaplain  should  he 
entitled  for  total  disability  should  be  twenty  dol- 
lars a  month  ;  and  it  provided  that  the  provisions 
of  the  act  to  which  the  section  was  an  amend- 
ment should  apply  to  the  widows,  children,  moth- 
ers, and  sisters  of  chaplains  of  the  land  forces 
who  had  died  since  the  fourth  day  of  March,  1861, 
or  should  die  of  wounds  or  disease  contracted  in' 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  or  while  such 
chaplains  were  in  the  line  of  their  duty. 

The  bill  was  passed  without  a  division. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  fourteenth,  Mr.  Wilson, 
from  the  Military  Committee,  reported  back  the 
bill  without  amendment,  and  it  was  passed  with- 
out a  division. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foster,  a  message  was  sent 
to  the  House,  requesting  the  return*  of  the  bill, 
and  it  was  returned.  The  Senate,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Foster,  reconsidered  the  vote  passing  the 
bill.  Mr.  Foster  moved  to  amend  it  by  adding 
after  the  word  44  that,"  in  the  first  section  of  the 
bill,  44  the  rank  of  chaplain  in  the  regular  and  vol- 
unteer service  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  re- 
cognized. Chaplains  shall  be  borne  on  the  field 
and  staff-rolls  next  after  the  surgeon,  and  shall 
be  subject  to  the  same  rules  and  regulations  as 
other  officers  of  the  army.  They  shall  be  en- 
titled to  draw  forage  for  two  horses,  and  to  quar- 
ters and  fuel,  subject  to  the  same  conditions  and 
limitations  as  are  now  by  law  provided  in  the 
case  of  surgeons.  When  absent  from  duty  with 
leave,  or  on  account  of  sickness  or  other  disabil- 
ity, or  when  held  by  the  enemy  as  prisoners,  they 
shall  be  subject  to  no  other  diminution  or  loss  of 
pay  and  allowances  than  other  officers  in  the  mil- 
itary service  are  under  like  circumstances."  Mr. 
Wilson  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  add- 
ing, 44  and  chaplains  who  have  been  absent  from 
duty  by  reason  of  wounds  or  sickness,  or  when 
held  by  the  enemy  as  prisoners,  shall  be  entitled 
to  receive  full  pay,  without  rations,  during  such 
absence and  it  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Foster 
moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding,  as  section 
two,  44  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  chaplains  in 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States  to  make 
monthly  reports  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the 
moral  condition  of  the  regiments,  hospitals,  or 
posts  to  which  they  may  be  attached ;  and  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  all  commanders  of  regiments, 
hospitals,  and  posts  to  render  such  facilities  as 
will  aid  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  assigned  to 
them  by  the  Government ;"  and  it  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Wilson  moved  further  to  amend  it  by  add- 
ing, as  a  new  section,  44  that  all  chaplains  in  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States  shall  hold 
appropriate  religious  services  at  the  burial  of  sol- 
diers who  may  die  in  the  command  to  which  they 
are  assigned  to  duty,  and  it  shall  be  their  duty 
to  hold  public  religious  services  at  least  once  each 
Sabbath;"  and  the  amendment  was  adopted. 
The  bill  was  passed  without  a  division. 

The  House,  on  the  twenty-ninth,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Schenck,  disagreed  to  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate,  asked  a  committee  of  conference,  and  the 
Speaker  appointed  Mr.  Garfield,  Mr.  Odell,  and 


Mr.  §mithers  managers  on  the  part  of  the 

House. 

The  Senate,  on  the  thirty-first,  insisted  on  its 
amendments,  agreed  to  a  committee  .of  confer* 
ence,  and  appointed  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Foster,  and 
Mr.  Riddle,  of  Delaware,  conferees. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  sixth  of  April,  Mr.  Wil- 
son, from  the  committee,  reported  44  that  the 
House  of  Representatives  recede  from  their  dis- 
agreement to  the  first  amendment  of  the  Senate, 
and  agree  to  the  same,  with  the  following  amend- 
ments, to  wit,  first,  after  the  word  'chaplain,' 
in  the  first  line  of  said  amendment,  insert  the 
words  4  without  command  ;'  second,  after  .  the 
word  4  surgeons,'  in  the  fourth  line  of  said 
amendment,  insert  the  words  4  and  shall  wear 
such  uniform  as  is  or  may  be  prescribed  by  the 
army  regulations,'  and  that  the  Senate  agree  to 
the  said  amendments. 

44  That  the  House  of  Representatives  recede  from 
their  disagreement  to  the  third  section  of  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate,  and  agree  to  the  same 
with  the  following  amendments,  to  wit,  first, 
after  the  words  Adjutant-General,1  in  the  fourth 
line  of  said  section,  insert  the  words  *  of  the  army 
through  the  usual  military  channels;'  second, 
after  the  word  4  condition,'  in  the  fourth  line  of 
said  section,  insert  the  words  4  and  general  his- 
tory,' and  that  the  Senate  agree  to  the  slid 
amendments. 

44  That  the  House  of  Representatives  recede  from 
their  disagreement  to  the  fourth  section  of  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate,  and  agree  to  the  same 
with  the  following  amendment,  to  wit,  add  it 
the  end  of  said  section  the  words  4  when  practi- 
cable,' and  that  the  Senate  agree  te  said  amend- 
ment." The  report  was  adopted.  The  House 
agreed  to  the  report  made  on  the  same  day  by  Mr. 
Garfield.  So  the  bill  passed,  and  was  approved 
by  the  President  on  the  ninth  of  April,  1864 

No.  LXIV.— The  Bill  to  increase  the  Rank,  Pay, 
and  Emoluments  of  the  Provost- Marshal 
eral. 

In  the  House,  on  the  eighth  of  March,  1864, 
Mr.  Schenck,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs, reported  a  bill  to  amend  44  an  act  for  enroll- 
ing and  calling  out  the  national  forces,"  so  as  to 
increase  the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  the 
Provost-Marshal  General.  On  motion  of  Mr.  F. 
W.  Kellogg,  of  Michigan,  the  previous  question 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was  ordered,  and  it  was 
passed — yeas,  sixty-eight ;  nays,  twenty-six. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-third,  Mr.  Lane, 
of  Indiana,  from  the  Committee  Qn  Military  Af- 
fairs, to*  which  it  was  referred,  reported  it  back 
without  amendment  On  the  eighteenth  of  April, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Lane,  the  Senate  proceeded  to 
its  consideration.  The  Senate,  on  the  nineteenth, 
resumed  the  consideration  of.  the  bill,  and  after 
debate,  in  which  Mr.  Lane,  Mr.  Fessenden,  Mr. 
Grimes,  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  Harris,  and  Mr.  Sauls- 
bury  participated,  it  was  passed — yeas,  thirty- 
one  ;  nays,  seven.  It  was  approved  by  the  Pre- 
sident on  the  twenty-first  of  April,  1864* 
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No.  LXY.—The  Joint  Resolution  to  print  the 
Official  Report*  of  the  Armies  of  the  United 
States. 

•  In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty- sixth  of  January, 
1864,  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced  a 
resolution  to  provide  for  the  printing  of  the  official 
reports  of  the  operations  of  the  armies  of  the' 
United  States,  which  was  read  twice  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  On 
the  twenty-seventh,  Mr.  Wilson  reported  it  back 
without  amendment  The  Senate,  on  the  twen- 
ty-first of  April,  proceeded  to  its  consideration. 
The  resolution  made  it  the  duty  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  transmit,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Public  Printing,  copies  of  all  offi- 
cial reports,  and  of  all  telegrams  and  despatches, 
not  theretofore  published  by  order  of  either  House 
of  Congress,  relating  to  the  movements,  engage- 
ments, and  operations  generally,  of  the  armies  of 
the  United  States,  which  in  his  judgment  the 
public  interests  might  not  require  to  be  kept  se- 
cret, commencing  with  the  first  of  December, 
1860 ;  all  such,  reports,  telegrams,  and  despatches 
were  to  be  arranged  in  chronological  order,  with 
I  caption  or  title  prefixed  to  each  separate  en- 
gagement, movement,  or  operation.  It  was  to 
be  the  duty  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Printing  to  print  the  usual  number  (one  thou- 
sand five  hundred  and  fifty)  of  such  reports,  tel- 
egrams, and  despatches  for  the  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, and  five  hundred  copies  for  the  War  De- 
partment The  resolution  passed  without  a  di- 
rision. 

In  the  House,  on  the  twelfth,  Mr.  R.  M.  Clark, 
yf  New- York,  moved  to  amend  the  joint  resolu- 
tion so  that  it  would  provide  that  the  Secretary 
if  War  be  directed  to  furnish  the  Superintend- 
mt  of  Public  Printing  with  copies  of  all  such  cor- 
respondence, by  telegraph  or  otherwise,  reports 
of  commanding  officers,  and  documents  of  every 
lescription,  in  relation  to  the  rebellion,  to  be 
found  in  the  archives  of  his  department  since  the 
first  day  of  December,  1860,  to  that  time  and  dur- 
ing the  continuance  of  the  rebellion,  which  might 
be,  in  his  opinion,  proper  to  be  published ;  which 
laid  correspondence,  reports,  and  documents 
should  be  arranged  in  their  proper  chronological 
irder ;  that  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Print- 
ing should  cause  to  be  printed  and  bound,  in  ad- 
lition  to  the  usual  number,  ten  thousand  copies 
if  such  correspondence,  reports,  and  documents 
in  Tolumes  of  not  exceeding,  as  near  as  might  be, 
sight  hundred  octavo  pages  each,  which  should 
be  distributed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  as 
follows  :  five  hundred  copies  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment, one  complete  copy  to  each  State  library  of 
irery  State  in  the  Union,  and  five  complete  copies 
bo  public  libraries  in  each  congressional  district 
if  the  United  States,  to  be  designated  by  the  re- 
presentatives of  that  Congress  from  such  districts ; 
nd  of  the  remaining  copies  three  thousand  should 
M  for  the  use  of  members  of  that  Senate,  and  six 
iioasand  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  the  House 
if  Representatives ;  that  it  should  be  the  duty  of 
lie  Secretary  of  War  to  cause  a  complete  index  I 


to  the  matter  contained  in  such  volume  to  be  pre- 
pared and  inserted  therein ;  and  that  all  resolu- 
tions adopted  by  either  House  of  Congress  at 
that  session  directing  the  printing  of  a;iy  of  the 
correspondence,  reports,  or  documents,  as  con- 
templated, be  rescinded. 

The  substitute  was  adopted,  and  the  resolution 
as  amended  passed  without  a  division.  The  Sen- 
ate, on  the  sixteenth,  concurred  in  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House,  and  it  was  approved  by  the 
President  on  the  nineteenth  of  May,  1864. 

No.  LXVL — The  Army  Appropriation  Bill  for 
1864. 

The  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  twenty- 
first  of  March,  1864,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Stevens, 
of  Pennsylvania^  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  army  appropriation  bill,  reported  from  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  Mr.  Harding,  of 
Kentucky,  moved  to  amend  it  by  adding  a  pro- 
viso, "that  no  part  of  the  money  hereby  ap- 
propriated should  be  applied  or  used  for  the  pur- 
pose of  raising,  arming,  equipping,  or  paying 
negro  soldiers;"  but  it  was  rejected  —  yeas, 
eighteen ;  nays,  eighty-one.  The  bill  was  then 
passed  without  a  division. 

In  the  Senate,  the  bill  was  taken  up  on  the 
twenty-second  of  April,  and  several  amendments 
reported  by  Mr.  Fcssenden  from  the  Committee 
on  Finance  agreed  to.  On  motion  of  Jlr.  Wilson, 
the  bill  was  amended,  so  as  to  provide  that  offi- 
cers employing  soldiers  or  servants  should  re- 
ceive no  pay  or  allowances  for  servants,  but 
should  be  subject  to  deductions  from  their  pay, 
of  the  pay  and  allowances  of  the  soldiers  em- 
ployed as  servants.  Mr.  Wilson  then  moved 
to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  five  new  sections, 
providing  that  enlistments  thereafter  made  in 
the  regular  army  during  the  continuance  of  the 
rebellion  might  be  for  three  years.  That  all  per- 
sons of  color  who  had  been  or  might  be  mustered 
into  the  military  service  of  the  United  States 
should  receive  the  same  uniform,  clothing,  arms, 
equipments,  camp  equipage,  rations,  medical  and 
hospital  attendance,  pay,  and  emoluments  other 
than  bounty,  as  other  soldiers  of  the  regular  or 
volunteer  forces  of  like  arm  of  the  service,  from 
the  first  day  of  January,  1864 ;  and  that  every 
person  of  color  who  should  thereafter  be  muster- 
ed into  the  service  should  receive  such  sums  in 
bounty  as  the  President  should  order  in  the 
different  States  and  parts  of  the  United  States, 
not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars.  That  all 
persons  enlisted  and  mustered  into  the  service 
as  volunteers  under  the  call  dated  October  seven- 
teenth, 1863,  for  three  hundred  thousand  volun- 
teers, who  were  at  the  time  of  enlistment  ac- 
tually enrolled  and  subject  to  draft  in  the  State 
in  which  they  volunteered,  should  receive  from 
the  United  States  the  same  amount  of  bounty, 
without  regard  to  color.  That  all  persons*  of 
color  who  had  been  enlisted  and  mustered  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States  should  be  en- 
titled to  receive  the  pay  and  clothing  allowed  by 
law  to  other  volunteers  in  the  service,  from  the 
date  of  their1  muster  into  the  service  :  Provided, 
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that  the  same  should  have  been  pledged  or  pro- 
mised to  them  by  any  officer  or  person  who,  in 
making  such  pledge  or  promise,  acted  by  author- 
ity of  the  War  Department  That  the  same  pre- 
mium should  be  allowed  for  each  colored  recruit 
then  mustered  or  thereafter  to  be  mustered  into 
the  service  as  should  be  allowed  by  law  for  white 
recruits.  The  amendment  was  agreed  to— yeas, 
thirty-two;  nays,  five. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill,  so  that  all  negroes  in  the  military  service 
should  be  discharged  when  the  rebellion  should 
be  suppressed — yeas,  ten  ;  nays,  twenty -seven ; 
so  it  was  rejected.  Other  amendments  were 
offered  by  Mr.  Davis,  but  they  were  rejected. 
Mr.  Hendricks,  of  Indiana,  moved  to  amend  as  a 
new  section,  that  the  pay  of  the  soldiers  and 
non-commissioned  officers  of  the  army  of  the 
United  States  should  thereafter  be  fifty  per  cent 
greater  than  was  then  allowed  by  law.  Mr.  Car- 
lisle moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  by  adding 
as  a  proviso,  that  the  pay  of  the  non-commission- 
ed officers  should  not  exceed  twenty-two  dollars 
per  month,  and  Mr.  Hendricks  accepted  it  After 
debate,  the  amendment  was  rejected — yeas,  six ; 
nays,  thirty.  The  bill  as  amended  was  then 
passed — yeas,  thirty -six ;  nays,  one. 

In  the  House,  on  the  thirtieth  of  April,  Mr. 
Stevens  reported  back,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  the  Senate  amendments.  Mr. 
Holman,  of  Indiana,  opposed  the  amendment 
equalizing  the  pay  of  soldiers,  and  moved  to 
strike  out  of  the  section,  putting  colored  soldiers 
on  an  equality  with  other  soldiers,  the  word 
"  pay ;"  but  the  motion  failed — yeas,  fifty-two  ; 
nays,  eighty-four.  Mr.  Schenck,  of  Ohio,  moved 
to  amend  the  Senate  amendment ;  but  the  motion 
was  lost — yeas,  fifty-eight ;  nays,  sixty-five.  He 
then  moved  to  amend  so  much  of  the  Senate 
amendment  as  gave  to  colored  volunteers,  under 
the  call  of  October  seventeenth,  1863,  the  same 
bounties  as  were  given  to  white  soldiers,  so  that 
the  bounty  should  not  exceed  one  hundred  dol- 
lars— yeas,  seventy-eight;  nays,  fifty -one.  Mr. 
Stevens  moved  to  amend,  by  striking  out  the  sec- 
tion of  the  Senate  amendment,  authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  War,  on  proof,  to  allow  full  pay  to 
volunteers  who  were  promised  it  when  enlisted, 
and  to  insert  a  provision  that  all  free  persons  of 
color  should  receive  the  same  pay  as  other  sol- 
diers— yeas,  seventy-three ;  nays,  fifty-four. 

The  Senate,  on  the  third  of  May,  voted  to  dis- 
agree to  the  House  amendments  to  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate,  and  asked  a  committee  of 
conference.  Mr.  Fessenden,  Mr.  Wilson,  and 
Mr.  Henderson  were  appointed  managers  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate.  The  House  insisted  on  its 
amendments,  agreed  to  the  conference,  and  the 
Speaker  appointed  Mr.  Stevens,  Mr.  Schenck, 
and  Mr.  Morrison,  of  Illinois,  managers.  The 
committee  reported  that  they  were  unable  to 
agree ;  and  a  new  conference  committee,  con- 
sisting of  Mr.  Collamer,  Mr.  Nesiuith.  and  Mr. 
Grimes,  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  and  Mr.  Mor- 
rill, of  Vermont  Mr.  Farns worth,  of  Illinois,  and 
Mr.  Griswold,  of  New-York,  were  appointed.  On  i 


the  twenty-fifth,  Mr.  Morrill,  from  the  conference 
committee,  made  a  report,  which  was  disagreed 
to — yeas,  twenty-five;  nays,  one  hundred  and 
twenty-one. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stevens,  the  House  further 
insisted,  asked  a  further  conference,  and  Mr. 
Stevens*  Mr.  Pendleton,  and  Mr.  Thomas  T. 
Davis,  of  New-York,  were  appointed  managers. 
The  Senate,  on  the  twenty-seventh,  agreed  to 
another  committee,  and  Mr.  Howe,  of  Wisconsin, 
Mr.  Morrill,  of  Maine,  and  Mr.  Buckalew,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, were  appointed  managers.  On  the  tenth 
of  June,  Mr.  Howe  reported :  u  That  the  House  n> 
cede  from  their  disagreement  to  the  eighth  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate,  and  agree  to  the  same  with 
an  amendment  as  follows,  and  the  Senate  agree 
to  the  same :  strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  I 
clause,  (being  section  four,)  and  insert  in  lien  I 
thereof  the  following :  *  That  all  persons  of  color 
who  were  free  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  April, 
1861,  and  who  have  been  enlisted  and  mustered 
into  the  military  service  of  the  United  States, 
should,  from  the  time  of  their  enlistment,  be  en-  i 
titled  to  receive  the  pay,  bounty,  and  clothing 
allowed  to  such  persons  by  the  laws  existing  at 
the  time  of  their  enlistment  And  the  Attorney- 
General  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  author 
ized  to  determine  any  question  of  law  arising 
under  this  provision.' "  After  debate,  in  which 
Mr.  Howe,  Mr.  Sumner,  Mr.  Conness,  Mr.  John- 
son, Mr.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  Fessenden  participated, 
the  report  was  agreed  to  on  the  eleventh. 

The  House  accepted  the  report  on  the  thir 
tcenth  —  yeas,  seventy-one  ;  nays,  fifty-eight 
By  this  legislation,  colored  troops  were  placed 
on  the  same  footing  as  white  troops.  From  tho 
first  of  January,  1864,  colored  volunteers  in  tho 
loyal  States,  under  the  call  of  the  seventeenth 
of  October,  1863,  were  allowed  the  same  bounty 
as  white  volunteers  ;  and  all  colored  soldiera 
free  on  the  nineteenth  of  April,  1861,  were  to  re- 
ceive full  pay ;  and  the  Attorney-General  wai 
authorized  to  decide  whether  colored  men  not 
free  on  the  nineteenth  of  April  were  entitled  to 
the  same  pay  as  white  soldiers.  The  bill  was 
approved  on  the  fifteenth  of  June,  1864. 

No/  LXVII. —  The  Bill  to  increase  the  Pay  of 
Soldiers  in  the  United  States  Army,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  fourteenth  of  December, 
1863,  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced 
a  bill  to  increase  tho  bounty  to  volunteers  and 
the  pay  of  the  army,  which  was  referred  to  the  • 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  reported 
back  by  Mr.  Wilson  on  the  sixteenth,  with 
amendments.  The  bill  provided  that  there 
should  be  paid  to  such  persons  as  had  enlist- 
ed under  the  proclamation  of  the  seventeenth 
of  October,  1863,  calling  for  three  hundred  thou- 
sand volunteers,  and  to  such  persons  as  might 
thereafter  enlist  for  the  term  of  three  years,  the 
following  bounties,  namely,  to  veterans,  four 
hundred  dollars  ;  to  all  other  persons,  three 
hundred  dollars.  That  the  Secretary  of  War 
be  authorized  to  pay  a  premium  not  exceeding 
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ifteen  dollars  for  the  enlistment  of  a  veteran 
oluntcer,  and  ten  dollars  for  the  enlistment  of 
ny  other  volunteer.  That  twenty  millions  of 
.ollars  be  appropriated  in  payment  of  the  boun- 
ies.  That  from  the  first  day  of  January,  1864, 
he  pay  per  month  of  non-commissioned  officers 
nd  privates  in  the  regular  army  and  volunteer 
irces  should  bo  as  follows,  namely,  sergeant- 
lajors  of  cavalry,  artillery,  and  infantry,  twenty- 
bree  dollars ;  quartermaster-sergeants  of  cavalry 
nd  artillery,  twenty-three  dollars ;  of  infantry, 
wenty  dollars ;  first  sergeants  of  cavalry,  artil- 
ery,  and  infantry,  twenty-three  dollars ;  ser- 
eants  of  cavalry,  artillery,  and  infantry,  nine- 
Ben  dollars ;  sergeants  of  ordnance,  sappers  and 
liners  and  pontoniers,  thirty-four  dollars  ;  cor- 
orals  of  ordnance,  sappers  and  miners,  and  pon- 
Dniers,  twenty  dollars ;  privates,  first  class,  eigh- 
een  dollars ;  second  class,  sixteen  dollars ;  corpo- 
als  of  cavalry,  artillery,  and  infantry,  seventeen 
ollars;  chief  buglers  of  cavalry,  twenty-three 
ollars;  buglers,  fifteen  dollars;  farriers,  and 
lacksmiths  of  cavalry,  and  artificers  of  artil- 
ay,  eighteen  dollars ;  privates  of  cavalry,  artil- 
ary,  and  infantry,  sixteen  dollars ;  principal  mu- 
icians  of  artillery  and  infantry,  twenty-two  dol- 
irs;  musicians  of  artillery  and  infantry,  and  musi- 
ians  of  sappers  and  miners  and  pontoniers,  four- 
Ben  dollars.  That  all  enlisted  persons  of  African 
escent  should  have  the  same  uniform,  clothing, 
rms,  equipments,  camp  equipage,  ra..'ons,  medi- 
al and  hospital  attendance,  and  pay,  as  soldiers 
f  the  regular  or  volunteer  forces  of  the  United 
tales,  of  like  arm  of  the  service.  That  when- 
ver  the  President  should  call  upon  the  several 
•tates  for  men,  the  quota  of  each  ward  of  a  city,  j 
9wn,  or  township,,  or  of  a  county,  where  the; 
ounty  was  not  divided  into  wards,  towns,  or 
ownshtps,  should  be,  as  nearly  as  possible,  in 
Toportion  to  the  number  of  men  therein  liable 
o  render  military  service,  taking  into  account 
he  number  which  had  been  previously  furnish- 
ed and  the  number  of  men  that  had  entered  or 
light  enter  the  naval  service.  That  chaplains, 
rhen  absent  from  duty  by  reason  of  wounds  or 
ickness,  should  be  allowed  full  pay  without 
fctions,  and  half  pay  with  rations  during  ab* 
ence  on  leave  occasioned  by  other  causes ;  and 
haplains  who  had  been  absent  from  duty  by 
eason  of  wounds  or  sickness  should  be  entitled 
o  receive  full  pay  without  rations. 

On  the  twenty-first  of  December,  the  bill  was 
iken  up,  debated  by  Mr.  Harris,  Mr.  Wilson, 
fr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Grimes,  Mr.  Fessenden,  Mr. 
[owe,  Mr.  Hendricks,  Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana,  Mr. 
Jollamer,  Mr.  Cowan,  Mr.  Hicks,  and  Mr.  Howard, 
nd  slightly  amended.  On  the  ninth  of  February, 
t  was  again  taken  up,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wil- 
on,  laid  on  the  table,  and  not  again  called  up. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  eighth  of  January,  1864, 
lr,  Wilson  introduced  a  bill  to  promote  enlist- 
nents  into  the  army,  and  for  other  purposes, 
rhich  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
littee  on  Military  Affairs.  On  the  eighteenth, 
fr.  Wilson  reported  it  back  with  amendments. 
*be  Senate,  on  the  twenty-first,  proceeded  to  its 
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consideration.  It  consisted  of  seven  sections, 
and  provided :  That  enlistments  thereafter  made  in 
the  regular  army  should  be  for  the  term  of  three 
years.  That  all  persons  of  African  descent  who 
had  been  or  might  be  mustered  into  the  military 
service,  should  receive  thfe  same  uniform,  cloth- 
ing, rations,  medical  and  hospital  attendance, 
pay  and  emoluments,  as  other  soldiers  of  the  re- 
gular or  volunteer  forces ;  and  that  every  such 
person  thereafter  mustered  into  service  should  re- 
ceive two  months'  pay  in  advance.  That,  when  any 
man  of  African  descent  owing  service  or  labor  in 
any  State  under  its  laws,  should  be  mustered 
into  the  military  or  naval  service  of  the  United 
States,  he,  and  his  mother,  wife,  and  children, 
should  be  for  ever  free.  Full  pay,  without  rations, 
to  chaplains  theretofore  or  thereafter  absent  by 
reason  of  wounds  or  sickness ;  half »pay,  with  ra- 
tions, during  absence  on  leave  occasioned  by 
other  causes.  The  amendments,  which  were  re- 
ported by  the  Committee,  were  concurred  in. 

On  the  twenty-seventh,  the  Senate  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  bill,  and  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Grimes,  it  was  amended  by  striking  out  the 
words,  "  two  months'  pay  in  advance,"  to  colored 
volunteers,  and  inserting  the  words,  u  such  sums 
in  bounty  as  the  President  shall  order  in  different 
States  and  parts  of  the  United  States,  not  ex- 
ceeding the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars." 

On  the  third  of  February,  Mr.  Wilson,  frc:n 
the  Military  Committee,  reported  a  joint  resolution 
to  equalize  the  pay  of  soldiers.  It  provided  that 
all  persons  of  color  who  had  been  or  who  might 
be  mustered  into  the  military  service,  should  re- 
ceive the  same  pay  and  emoluments,  other  than 
bounty,  as  other  soldiers ;  and  that  every  person 
of  color  who  should  thereafter  be  mustered  into 
the  service,  should  receive  such  sums  in  bounty 
as  the  President  should  order,  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  dollars.  On  the  fourth,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  joint  resolu- 
tion, and  it  was  debated  on  that  day,  the  tenth, 
the  thirteenth,  the  sixteenth,  the  twenty-third, 
and  the  twenty-ninth,  by  Mr.  Fessenden,  Mr. 
Wilson,  Mr.  Ten  Eyck,  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  Mr. 
Conncss,  Mr.  Pomeroy,  Mr.  Doolittle,  Mr.  Sumner, 
Mr.  Foster,  Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana,  Mr.  Johnson, 
Mr.  Grimes,  Mr.  Cowan,  Mr.  Collamcr,  Mr.  Sher- 
man, Mr.  Salisbury,  Mr.  Davis,  Mr.  Foot,  Mr. 
Clark,  Mr.  Wilkinson,  and  Mr.  Howard.  Sever- 
al amendments  were  moved,  discussed,  and  acted 
upon,  and  the  joint  resolution,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Grimes,  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary AfFairs. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  second  of  March,  Mr. 
Wilson  reported  a  bill  to  equalize  the  pay  of  sol- 
diers, in  lieu  of  the  joint  resolution  recommitted 
to  the  Committee.  It  provided  :  That  all  persons 
of  color  who  had  been  or  might  be  mustered  into 
the  military  service,  should  receive  the  same  uni- 
form, clothing,  rations,  medical  and  hospital  at- 
tendance, pay  and  emoluments,  other  than  boun- 
ty, as  other  soldiers  of  the  regular  or  volunteer^ 
forces,  from  the  first  day  of  January,  1864;  and 
that  every  person  of  color  who  should  thereafter 
be  mustered  into  the  service,  should  receive  such 
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gums  in  bounty  as  the  President  should  order  in 
the  different  States  and  parts  of  the  United 
States,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars.  That 
all  persons  enlisted  and  mustered  into  service  as 
volunteers,  under  the  call  dated  October  seven- 
teenth, 1803,  for  three  hundred  thousand  volun- 
teers, who  were  at  the  time  of  enlistment  actually 
enrolled  and  subject  to  draft  in  the  State  in  which 
they  volunteered,  should  receive  from  the  United 
States  the  same  bounty,  without  regard  to  color. 
That  all  persons  of  color  who  had  been  enlisted 
and  mustered  into  the  service,  should  be  entitled 
to  receive  the  pay  and  clothing  allowed  by  law  to 
other  volunteers  in  the  service,  from  the  date  of 
their  muster  into  the  service:  Provided,  That  the 
same  should  have  been  pledged  or  promised  to 
them  by  any  officer  or  person,  who,  in  making 
such  pledge  or*  promise,  acted  by  authority  of  the 
War  Department. 

The  Senate,  on  the  seventh,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wilson,  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
bill.  On  the  eighth,  the  Senate  resumed  its  con- 
sideration, and  Mr.  Davis  moved  that  the  loyal 
owners  of  slaves  taken  into  the  service  should 
be  paid  their  fair  value,  which  should  be  deter- 
mined by  a  commissioner  appointed  by  the  dis- 
trict court.  On  the  ninth,  Mr.  Davis  spoke  at 
great  length  in  favor  of  his  amendment,  and 
against  the  policy  of  the  measure ;  and  on  the 
tenth,  the  vote  was  taken  on  the  amendment,  and 
it  was  rejected — yeas,  six;  nays,  thirty-one.  The 
bill  was  then  passed — yeas,  thirty-one ;  nays, 
six. 

On  the  twelfth  of  April,  Mr.  Wilson  introduced 
a  bill  concerning  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the 
army.  It  provided :  That  the  army  rations  should 
thereafter  be  the  same  as  provided  by  law  and  re- 
.  gulations  on  the  first  day  of  July,  1861,  except- 
ing the  ration  of  pepper.  That  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  war  there  should  be  added  to  the 
pay  of  all  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians, 
and  privates  of  the  army,  a  sum  equivalent  to 
the  reduction  of  the  ration,  which  sura  was  de- 
termined and  declared  to  be  two  dollars  per 
.  month.  The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

On  the  twenty-second  of  April,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Wilson,  the  army  appropriation  bill  was 
amended  by  adding  as  an  amendment  the  bill 
which  passed  the  Senate  on  the  tenth  of  March, 
to  equalize  the  pay  of  soldiers. 

In  the  House,  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  April, 
Mr.  Schenck,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs, to  which  the  bill  to  equalize  the  pay  of  sol- 
diers had  been  referred,  reported  it  back  with 
amendments.  The  bill  and  amendments  were 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  recommitted  with 
leave  to  report  at  any  time.  On  the  third  of 
May,  Mr.  Schenck  reported  it  back  with  an 
amendment  in  the  nature  of  a  substitute.  The 
substitute  provided :  That  after  the  first  day  of 
May,  1864,  the  pay  of  soldiers  should  be  sixteen 
dollars  per  month.  That  the  army  rations  should 
be  the  same  as  provided  by  law  and  regulation  on 
the  first  day  of  July,  1861.  That  so  much  of  the 
act  to  authorize  the  employment  of  volunteers  as 


provided  that  each  company  officer  should  fat 
nish  his  own  horse,  and  should  receive  forty 
cents  per  day  for  use  and  risk,  should  be  repealed. 
That  the  pay  of  clerks  of  paymasters  in  the 
army  should  be  one  thousand  two  hundred  dol- 
lars per  annum.  That  the  act  of  the  third  of 
March,  1863,  for  enrolling  and  calling  out  the  ra- 
tional forces  should  be  so  amended  that  an  officer 
might  have  leave  of  absence,  without  deduction 
from  his  pay,  for  other  causes  than  for  sickness 
or  for  wounds.  The  substitute  was  agreed  to, 
and  the  bill  passed — yeas,  one  hundred  and  thir- 
ty-five ;  nays,  none. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  eleventh,  Mr.  Wilson, 
from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  which 
had  been  referred  the  House  amendments,  re- 
ported them  back  with  amendments  ;  and  the 
Senate,  on  the  sixteenth,  proceeded  to  their  con- 
sideration. The  first  amendment  of  the  Military 
Committee  of  the  Senate  proposed  to  strike  oat 
the  first  section  of  the  House  amendment,  and 
insert :  14  That  on  and  after  the  first  day  of  May, 
1864,  and  during  the  continuance  of  the  present 
rebellion,  the  pay  per  month  of  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates  in  the  regular  army,  and 
volunteer  and  drafted  forces  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  as  follows,  namely,  ser- 
geant-majors, twenty-six  dollars;  quartermaster- 
sergeants  of  cavalry  and  artillery,  twenty-three 
dollars ;  of  infantry,  twenty  dollars ;  first  ser- 
geants of  cavalry,  artillery,  and  infantry,  twenty- 
four  dollars  ;  sergeants  of  cavalry,  artillery,  and 
infantry,  twenty  dollars ;  sergeants  of  ordnance 
sappers  and  miners  and  pontoniers,  thirty-four 
dollars ;  corporals  of  ordnance,  sappers  and  min- 
ers, and  pontoniers,  twenty  dollars;  privates, 
first  class  of  the  same  corps,  eighteen  dollars ;  pri- 
vates, second  class  of  the  same  corps,  sixteen  dol- 
lars ;  corporals  of  cavalry,  artillery,  and  infantry, 
eighteen  dollars  ;  chief  buglers  of  cavalry,  twenty- 
three  dollars  ;  buglers,  sixteen  dollars ;  farriers 
and  blacksmiths  of  cavalry  and  artificers  of  ar- 
tillery, eighteen  dollars ;  privates  of  cavalry,  ar- 
tillery, and  infantry,  sixteen  dollars ;  principal 
musicians  of  artillery  and  infantry,  twenty-two 
dollars ;  musicians  of  artillery  and  infantry,  and 
musicians  of  sappers  and  miners  and  pontoniers, 
sixteen  dollars;  hospital  stewards  of  the  first 
class,  thirty-three  dollars ;  hospital  stewards  of 
the  second  class,  twenty-five  dollars;  hospital 
stewards  of  the  third  class,  twenty-three  dollars. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to  without  a  di- 
vision. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  insert  as  new  sec- 
tions three,  four,  five,  and  six,  after  the  second 
section  of  the  House  amendments :  u  That  here- 
after rations  shall  not  be  issued  to  soldiers  sick 
in  hospital,  but  commutation  of  rations  shall  bo 
allowed  and  paid  into  the  hospital  fund,  at  the 
rate  now  established  by  law,  for  each  soldier  re- 
ported by  the  surgeon  in  charge  as  sick  in  hos- 
pital ;  and  the  receipt  of  the  surgeon  in  charge 
shall  be  a  sufficient  voucher  for  the  paymaster, 
or  other  disbursing  officer,  who  may  be  charred 
with  the  payment  of  such  commutation :  Provided, 
That  the  hospital  fund  shall  be  devoted  solely  to 
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the  diet  and  maintenance  of  the  sick  and  wound 
ed  soldiers  in  such  hospital.  And  provided 
further,  that  the  Surgeon-General  shall,  with  the 
approval  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  establish  re- 
gulations for  the  accountability  of  medical  offi- 
cers having  charge  of  the  hospital  fund.  And 
any  officer  who  shall  appropriate  to  his  own  use, 
or  shall  misapply,  any  portion  of  a  hospital  fund, 
or  who  shall  make  any  false  report  of  the  num- 
ber of  soldiers  sick  in  hospital,  shall,  on  convic- 
tion, be  punished  as  a  court-martial  or  military 
commission  may  direct  That  all  non-commis- 
sioned officers  and  privates  in  the  regular  army, 
serving  under  enlistments  made  prior  to  July 
twenty-second,  1861,  shall  have  the  privilege  of 
refin listing  for  the  term  of  three  years  in  their 
respective  organizations,  until  the  first  day  of 
August  next ;  and  all  such  non-commissioned  of- 
ficers and  privates  so  reenlisting  shall  be  entitled 
to  the  bounties  mentioned  in  the  joint  resolution 
of  Congress  approved  January  thirteenth,  1864. 
That  section  thirty-five  of  the  "  Act  for  enrolling 
and  calling  out  the  national  forces,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  approved  March  third,  1863,  shall 
not  be  construed  to  apply  to  enlisted  men  em- 
ployed as  clerks  and  messengers  in  the  military 
offices  in  Washington,  and  at  the  several  geo- 
graphical, division,  and  department  headquarters. 
That  there  be  added  to  the  battalion  of  engineers 
one  sergeant-major  and  one  quartermaster-ser- 
geant, who  shall  also  be  commissary-sergeant, 
and  each  shall  have  the  pay  of  a  sergeant  of  en- 
gineers." This  amendment  was  agreed  to  with- 
out a  division. 

The  Committee  reported  as  an  amendment,  to 
add  as  new  sections  seven,  eight,  and  nine :  That 
there  should  be  attached  to,  and  made  a  part  of, 
the  War  Department,  during  the  continuance  of 
the  present  rebellion,  a  bureau  to  be  known  as 
the  Bureau  of  Military  Justice,  to  which  should  j 
be  returned  for  revision  the  records  and  proceed- 
ings of  all  the  courts-martial,  courts  of  inquiry, 
and  military  commissions  of  the  armies  of  the  | 
United  States,  and  in  which  a  record  should  be  , 
kept  of  all  proceedings  had  thereupon.  That  the , 
President  should  appoint,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate,  as  the  head  of  said 
bureau,  a  judge-advocate  general,  with  the  rank, 
pay,  and  emoluments  of  a  brigadier-general,  and 
one  assistant  judge-advocate  general,  with  the 
rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  a  colonel  of  caval- 
ry. And  the  judge-advocate  and  his  assistant 
should  receive,  revise,  and  have  recorded  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  courts-martial,  courts  of  inquiry, 
and  military  commissions  of  the  armies  of  the 
United  States,  and  perform  such  other  duties  as 
had  before  been  performed  by  the  Judge- Advo- 
cate General  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States. 
Fhat  the  Secretary  of  War  should  have  power  to 
appoint  for  said  bureau  one  fourth  class,  one 
third  class,  one  second  class,  and  two  first  class 
clerks.  The  amendment  was  agreed  to — yeas, 
twenty-three ;  nays,  eleven.  The  bill  was  further 
amended  by  adding:  uThat  in  all  cases  where  the 
Government  shall  furnish  transportation  and  sub- 
sistence to  discharged  officers  and  soldiers  from 


the  place  of  their  discharge  to  the  place  of  their 
enrolment  or  original  muster  into  the  service, 
they  shall  not  be  entitled  to  travel,  pay,  or  com- 
mutation of  subsistence." 

On  the  seventeenth,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Grimes, 
the  section  providing  for  the  appointment  of  an 
assistant  judge-advocate  general,  with  the  rank 
of  colonel,  was  amended  by  striking  out  the  word 
"colonel,"  and  inserting  "major,"  which  was 
agreed  to  —  yeas,  twenty- two  ;  nays,  twelve. 
Mr.  Powell  moved  that  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  May,  1864,  the  army  should  be  paid  in 
gold,  or  if  paid  in  paper,  it  should  be  paid  an 
amount  equal  to  gold  at  the  time  of  payment — 
yeas,  six;  nays,  twenty-three.  So  the  amend- 
ment was  rejected.  It  was  then  moved  by  Mr. 
Powell  to  add  to  the  first  section  of  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Military  Committee,  increasing  the 
pay  of  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  a 
proviso  that  the  provisions  of  the  act  should  not 
apply  to  colored  soldiers;  but  the  motion  was 
lost — yeas,  five  ;  nays,  twenty-six. 

The  House  disagreed  to  the  Senate  amendments, 
asked  a  committee  of  conference,  and  the  Speaker 
appointed  Mr.  Schenck,  of  Ohio,  Mr.  F.  W.  Kel- 
logg* °f  Michigan,  and  Mr.  J.  S.  Rollins,  of  Mis- 
souri, managers  on  the  part  of  the"  House.  The 
Senate  insisted  on  its  amendments  to  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  to  the  original  bill,  and  Mr. 
Wilson,  Mr.  Grimes,  and  Mr.  Nesmith  were  ap- 
pointed managers  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  committee  of  confer- 
ence, reported  that  the  House  agree  to  the  first 
amendment  of  the  Senate,  increasing  the  pay  of 
the  army,  with  some  slight  amendments ;  that 
the  Senate  recede  from  its  amendment  concern- 
ing rations  issued  to  soldiers  sick  in  hospital : 
that  the  House  agree  to  the  third  amendment  of  s 
the  Senate ;  that  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates  of  the  regular  army,  serving  under  en- 
listments previous. to  the  twenty-second  of  July, 
1861,  should  have  the  privilege  of  reenlisting  and 
receiving  the  veteran  bounties ;  that  the  Senate 
recede  from  its  fourth  amendment,  providing 
that  the  thirty-fifth  section  of  the  act  for  the  en- 
rolling and  calling  out  the  national  forces,  ap- 
proved March  third,  1863,  should  not  apply  to 
enlisted  men  employed  as  clerks  and  messen- 
gers in  the  military  offices  in  Washington  ;  that 
in  the  second  line  of  the  sixth  section  of  the  Sen- 
ate amendment,  strike  out  all  of  said  section 
after  the  words  u  sergeant-major,"  and  insert,  in 
lieu  thereof,  u  who  shall  be  paid  thirty-six  dollars 
per  month,  and  one  quartermaster-sergeant,  who 
shall  also  be  commissary-sergeant,  who  shall  be 
paid  twenty-two  dollars  per  month."  And  that 
the  House  of  Representatives  do  agree  to  said 
amendment  of  the  Senate  as  amended.  That 
the  House  of  Representatives  do  agree  to  the 
sixth  Senate  amendment,  to  wit,  the  insertion 
of  section  seven.  Strike  out  the  fourth,  fifth, 
and  all  of  the  sixth  line  down  to  the  word 
"and"  in  the  seventh  Senate  amendment,  and 
insert  the  following  in  lieu  thereof,  "  The  rank, 
pay,  and  allowances  of  a  brigadier-general,  and 
an  assistant  judge-advocate  general,  with  the 
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rank,  pay,  and  allowances  of  a  colonel  of  cav- 
alry." After  the  word  "  advocate,"  in  the  sev- 
enth line  of  said  seventh  Senate  amendment, 
<  insert  the  word  "general;"  and  that  the  House 
of  Representatives  do  agree  to  said  Senate  amend- 
ment as  amended.  That  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives do  agree  to  the  eighth  Senate  amendment, 
to  wit,  the  insertion  of  section  nine.  That  the 
House  of  Representatives  do  agree  to  the  ninth 
Senate  amendment,  to  wit,  the  insertion  of  sec- 
tion ten.  That  the  House  of  Representatives 
agree  to  the  tenth,  eleventh,  and  twelfth  of 
the  Senate  amendments.  The  report  of  the  con- 
ference committee  was  accepted  in  both  Houses, 
and  the  bill  was  approved  by  the  President  June 
twentieth,  1864. 

No.  LXVIII. — The  Bill  to  provide  for  the  Ex- 
amination of  certain  Officers  of  the  Army. 
In  the  Senate,  on  the  first  of  February,  1804, 
Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced  a  bill 
to  provide  for  the  examination  of  certain  officers 
of  the  army,  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Military  Committee. 

On  the  third,  Mr.  Wilson  reported  it  back  with 
\t\  amendment  The  bill  provided  :  That  every 
•juarterniaster  and  assistant  quartermaster,  every 
sommissary  and  assistant  commissary  of  subsist- 
ence, every  paymaster  and  additional  paymaster 
should  appear  for  examination  before  a  board, 
composed  of  three  officers  of  the  corps  to  which 
he  belonged.  And  all  members  of  such  boards  of 
examination  shall  swear  that  they  will  conduct 
all  examinations  with  impartiality,  and  with  a 
sole  view  to  the  qualifications  of  the  person  or 
persons  to  be  examined.  That  boards  of  exami- 
nation should  be  constituted,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  by  the  Quartermaster- 
<jeneral,  the  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence, 
and  the  Paymaster-General,  at  convenient  plarfes. 
That  after  the  'board  should  be  constituted,  and 
after  the  general  orders  should  have  been  pub- 
lished for  a  period  of  ninety  days,  none  of  the 
officers  mentioned  in  the  first  section  of  the  act 
should  receive  any  pay,  allowances,  or  emolu- 
ments, until  they  should  have  appeared  before 
the  board  of  examination.  That  if  the  board  of 
examination  should  report  that  any  officer  does 
not  possess  the  requisite  qualifications,  they 
should  forward  the  record  of  the  examination 
to  the  head  of  the  bureau  to  which  he  might  be- 
long ;  and  if  the  head  of  such  bureau  should  ap- 
prove the  finding,  the  officer  so  failing  in  his  ex- 
amination should,  if  commissioned,  be  dismissed 
from  the  service  with  one  month's  pay;  and  if 
not  yet  commissioned,  his  appointment  should 
be  revoked  ;  and  if  the  board  should  report  that 
any  officer  failed  to  pass  a  satisfactory  examina- 
tion by  reason  of  intemperance  or  vicious  habits, 
and  if  the  head  of  the  bureau  should  approve  the 
finding  and  report  of  the  board  as  to  his  lack  of 
the  requisite  business  qualifications,  then  such 
officer  should  be  dismissed  without  pay,  and 
should  not  be  permitted  to  reenter  the  service  as 
an  officer.  That  the  boards  of  examination 
should  forward  all  their  records  of  examination 


to  the  heads  of  the  bureaus  to  which  they  ap> 
pertain,  and  such  records  should  be  filed  in  the 
proper  bureaus. 

On  the  ninth,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  the 
bill  was  taken  up,  the  amendments  agreed  to, 
and  the  bill  passed  without  a  division. 

In  the  House,  the  bill  was  referred  to  the 
Military  Committee  on  the  tenth.  On  the  twen- 
ty-first of  June,  Mr.  Schenck  reported  it  back 
with  amendments.  The  amendments  were 
agreed  to,  and  the  bill  passed  without  a  di- 
vision. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  amendments 
were  referred  to  the  Military  Committee,  and 
on  the  twenty-third,  the  Committee  reported  in 
favor  of  concurring  in  the  amendments  of  the 
House.  The  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson, 
concurred  in  the  amendments.  So  the  bill  was 
passed,  and  approved  by  the  President  on  the 
twenty-fifth  of  June,  1864. 

No.  LXIX. — The  Joint  Resolution  to  protids 
for  the  Publication  of  a  Full  Army  Register. 
In  the  House,  on  the  twenty -first  of  June, 
1864,  Mr.  Schenck  reported  from  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs  a  joint  resolution  to  provide 
for  the  publication  of  a  full  army  register.  It 
authorized  and  required  the  Secretary  of  War,  in 
connection  with  the  army  register  for  the  year 
1864,  to  cause  to  be  printed  and  published  a  full 
roster  or  roll  of  all  field,  line,  and  staff-officers  of 
volunteers  who  had  been  in  the  army  since  the 
beginning  of  the  rebellion,  showing  whether  they 
were  yet  in  the  service  or  had  been  discharged, 
and  giving  casualties  and  other  explanations  pro- 
per for  such  register.  And  to  defray,  in  whole 
or  in  part,  the  expenses  of  this  publication,  an 
edition  of  fifty  thousand  copies  of  such  enlarged 
register  should  be  published,  and  might  be  sold 
to  officers,  soldiers,  or  citizens,  at  a  price  which 
should  not  more  than  cover  the  actual  cost  of 
paper,  printing,  and  binding,  and  should  not  in 
any  case  exceed  one  dollar  per  volume.  The  re- 
solution passed  without  a  division.  In  the  Sen- 
ate, on  the  twenty-seventh,  Mr,  Anthony,  of 
Rhode  Island,  from  the  Committee  on  Printing, 
to  which  it  tyad  been  referred,  reported  it  back 
without  amendment  The  joint  resolution  was 
passed,  and  approved  by  the  President  on  the 
thirtieth  of  June,  1864. 

No.  LXX.— The  Bill  to  provide  for  the  more 
speedy  Punishment  of  Guerrilla  Marauders, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

In  the  House,  on  the  sixth  of  June,  1864,  Mr. 
Garfield,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  introduced  a  bill  for  the  more  speedy  pun- 
ishment of  guerrillas,  and  for  other  purposes. 
Mr.  Eldridge,  of  Wisconsin,  moved  that  the  bill 
be  laid  upon  the  tible.  Lost — yeas,  thirty-fire;' 
nays,  sixty-seven.  It  was  then  passed — yeas, 
seventy-two ;  nays,  thirty-seven. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  thirteenth  of  June,  Mr. 
Wilson,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
to  which  the  bill  of  the  House  had  been  referred, 
reported  it  back  with  an  amendment.    The  bill 
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provided :  That  the  provisions  of  the  twenty-first 
section  of  the  act  for  enrolling  and  calling  out  the 
national  forces,  and  for  other  purposes,  approved 
March  third,  1863,  should  apply  as  well  to  the 
sentences  of  the  military  commissions  as  to  those 
of  courts-martial ;  and  thereafter,  the  commanding 
general  in  the  field,  or  the  commander  of  the  de 
partment,  as  the  case  might  be,  should  have  power 
to  carry  into  execution  all  sentences  against  guer- 
rillas, and  for  robbery,  arson,  burglary,  rape,  as- 
sault with  intent  to  commit  rape,  and  for  viola- 
tion of  the  laws  and  customs  of  war,  as  well  as 
sentences  against  spies,  mutineers,  deserters,  and 
murderers.    The  second  section  provided  that 
crery  officer  authorized  to  order  a  general  court- 
martial  should  have  power  to  pardon  or  mitigate 
any  punishment  ordered  by  such  court,  includ 
ing  that  of  confinement  in  the  penitentiary,  ex- 
cept the  sentence  of  death,  or  of  cashiering  or 
dismissing  an  officer,  which  sentences  it  should 
be  competent,  during  the  continuance  of  the  re- 
bellion, for  the  general  commanding  the  army  in 
the  field  or  the  department  commander,  as  the 
case  might  be,  to  remit  or  mitigate ;  and  the  fifth 
section  of  the  act  approved  July  seventeenth, 
1862,  chapter  two  hundred  and  one,  be  repealed 
so  far  as  it  related  to  sentences  of  imprisonment 
in  the  penitentiary.    The  Military  Committee  re 
ported  in  favor  of  striking  out  of  the  first  section 
ifter  the  word  44  guerrillas,"  the  words,  u  for  rob- 
Dery,  arson,  burglary,  rape,  assault  with  intent 
x>  commit  rape,  and  the  violation  of  the  laws  and 
mstoms  of  war.n    The  amendment  was  opposed 
jy  Mr.  Howard,  of  Michigan. 

On  the  sixteenth,  the  Senate  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Wilson  modified 
he  amendment  by  striking  out  the  word  "and," 
so  that  it  would  read  :  u  Shall  have  power  to 
wry  into  execution  all  sentences  against  guer- 
illas for  robbery,  arson,  burglary,  rape,  assault 
with  intent  to  commit  rape,  and  for  violation  of 
he  laws  and  customs  of  war."  Mr.  Johnson  op- 
rased  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Davis  de- 
lounced  it  as  "  another  of  the  series  of  strange  and 
ibsurd  bills  that  these  extraordinary  times  have 
iriginated."  But  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
>n  the  thirtieth,  the  Senate  resumed  the  further 
xmsideration  of  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Hendricks 
noTed  to  amend  it  by  providing  that  the  term 
'guerrillas"  therein  contained  should  not  beheld 
o  include  persons  employed  in  the  authorized 
terrice  of  the  enemy.  Mr.  Conness  moved  to 
unend  the  amendment  by  adding  the  words, 
4  whose  operations  shall  be  conducted  according 
o  the  laws  of  war."  But  the  amendment  was  re- 
ected,and  Mr.  Hendricks's  amendment  was  agreed 
o.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Sumner,  the  bill  was  so 
unended  as  to  provide  that  wherever  the  word 
4  guerrilla"  occurred,  the  word  marauders  should 
>e  inserted,  so  as  to  read  "  guerrilla  marauders." 
Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  amend  by  adding  a  new 
lection,  providing  that  when  a  soldier  in  hospital 
ihould  be  discharged  from  the  military  service, 
Hit  should  be  unable  to  leave  or  to  avail  himself 
>f  his  discharge  in  consequence  of  sickness  or 
rounds,  and  should  subsequently  die  in  such 


hospital,  he  should  be  deemed  to  have  died  in 
the  military  service.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Lane,  of 
Indiana,  the  amendment  was  so  amended  as  to 
read,  "  when  a  soldier  in  any  hospital  shall  have 
been  discharged  or  shall  be  discharged ;"  and  the 
amendment  as  amended  was  agreed  to.  ■  Mr.  Wil- 
son then  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding,  "  that  payments  which  have  been  made 
by  paymasters  to  non-commissioned  officers  of 
volunteer  regiments  from  the  date  of  their  enrol- 
ment, and  for  a  time  previous  to  their  muster  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States  shall,  if  other- 
wise correct,  be  allowed  in  the  settlement  of  such 
paymasters'  accounts and  the  amendment  was 
adopted.  The  bill  as  amended  was  then  passed, 
and  its  title  amended  so  as  to  read :  14  A  bill  to 
provide  for  the  more  speedy  punishment  of  guer- 
rilla marauders,  and  for  other  purposes." 

In  the  House,  on  the  first  of  July,  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  were  disagreed  to,  a  commit- 
tee of  conference  asked  for,  and  Mr.  Farnsworth, 
of  Illinois,  Mr.  Holman,  of  Indiana,  and  Mr.  More- 
head,  of  Pennsylvania,  were  appointed  managers. 
The  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  insisted  on 
its  amendments,  agreed  to  a  committee  of  con- 
ference, and  Mr.  Trumbull,  Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana, 
and  Mr.  Van  Winkle,  of  West- Virginia,  were  ap- 
pointed managers. 

On  the  second,  Mr.  Trumbull,  from  the  com- 
mittee of  conference,  reported  :  u  That  the  House 
recede  from  its  disagreement  to  the  first  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate,  and  agree  to  the  same.  That 
the  Senate  recede  from  its  second  amendment, 
being  the  proviso  to  the  first  section.  That  the 
House  recede  from  its  disagreement  to  the  Sen- 
ate's third  amendment,  and  agree  to  the  same, 
with  the  following  amendment :  add  to  the  end 
of  said  amendment  the  following  words,  u  so  far  • 
as  relates  to  bounties."  That  the  Senate  recede 
from  its  further  amendment  That  the  House 
recede  from  its  disagreement  to  Senate's  amend- 
ment to  the  title  of  said  bill  and  agree  to  the 
same."  The  report  was  agreed  to.  The  House 
of  Representatives  concurred  in  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  conference,  and  the  bill  was  ap- 
proved by  the  President  on  the  second  of  Jul}', 
1864. 

No.  LXXL— The  BUI  to  provide  for  the  better 
Organization  of  the  Quartermaster's  Depart- 
ment. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  eighth  of  March,  1864, 
Mr.  Wilson  introduced  a  bill  to  provide  for  the 
better  organization  of  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment, which  was  read  twice  and  referred  to  the 
Military  Committee.  On  .the  fourth  of  April,  Mr. 
Wilson  reported  it  back  with  amendments.  The 
bill  provided:  That  there  should  be  established  in 
the  office  ot  the  Quartermaster-General,  to  exist 
during  the  rebellion  and  one  year  thereafter,  the 
following  divisions,  each  of  which  should  be  placed 
in  the  charge  of  a  competent  officer  of.  the  quar- 
termaster's department,  who  should,  under  such 
rules  as  might  be  prescribed  by  the  Quartermas- 
ter-General, with  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  transact  the  business  of  such"  division,  to 
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wit:  The  first  division  should  have  charge  of  the 
purchase,  procurement,  and  disposition  of  horses 
and  mules.  The  second  division  should  have  charge 
of  the  purchase,  procurement,  issue,and  disposition 
of  cloth  and  clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equipage, 
and  accoutrements.  The  third  division  should 
have  charge  of  the  purchase,  charter,  hire,  and 
maintenance  of  all  vessels  to  be  used  in  the  trans- 
portation of  the  army,  and  of  prisoners  of  war, 
and  of  their  supplies.  The  fourth  division  should 
have  charge  of  the  purchase,  charter,  hire,  main- 
tenance, and  procurement  of  all  transportation 
for  the  army,  and  its  supplies  by  land  and  upon 
the  western  rivers.  The  fifth  division  should 
have  charge  of  the  purchase,  procurement,  issue, 
and  disposition  of  forage  and  straw-.  The  sixth 
division  should  have  charge  of  the  erection,  pro- 
curement, maintenance,  and  disposition  of  all  bar- 
racks, hospital  buildings,  storehouses,  stables, 
bridges,  wharves,  and  other  structures  composed 
in  whole  or  in  part  of  lumber,  and  of  all  lumber, 
nails,  and  hardware  for  building  purposes.  The 
seventh  division  should  Have  charge  of  the  pur- 
chase, procurement,  issue,  and  disposition  of  all 
wagons,  ambulances,  travelling-forges  and  har- 
ness. The  eighth  division  should  have  charge 
of  all  inspections  of  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment, and  of  all  reports  made  by  officers  assigned 
to  inspection  duty,  analyzing  and  preserving  the 
reports  as  received,  and  communicating,  through 
the  Quartermaster-General,  to  the  chiefs  of  the 
proper  divisions  such  portions  of  the  reports  as 
might  bo  necessary  for  their  information  and  use. 
The  ninth  division  should  have  charge  of  all 
the  correspondence,  returns,  reports,  and  records 
received,  filed,  and  preserved  in  the  office  of  the 
Quartermaster-General.  That  the  supplies  and 
.  material  for  the  quartermaster's  department 
should  be  purchased,  after  due  public  notice,  by 
the  heads  of  the  several  divisions,  except  in  cases 
of  supplies  procured  within  the  field  of  active 
military  operations.  That  the  heads  of  the  sev- 
eral divisions  should,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Quartermaster-General,  from  time  to  time  adver- 
tise for  proposals  for  the  supplies  necessary  for 
the  movements  and  operations  of  the  several  ar- 
mies, and  for  other  military  purposes,  in  news- 
papers having  general  circulation  in  those  parts 
of  the  country  where  such  supplies  could  be  most 
advantageously  furnished  ;  and  all  such  supplies 
should  be  subject  to  careful  inspection  ;  and  all 
clothing  and  camp  and  garrison  equipage  should 
be  subject  to  a  double  inspection — first,  as  to  the 
quality  of  the  material,  and  second,  as  to  the  kind 
and  character  of  the  Workmanship.  That  it  should 
be  the  duty  of  the  Quartermaster-General  to  es- 
tablish depots,  from  time  to  time,  at  places  con- 
venient to  the  principal  armies  in  the  field,  for 
receiving  and  distributing  the  supplies  necessary 
for  such  armies.  That  when  an  emergency  should 
exist  requiring  the  immediate  procurement  of  sup- 
plies for  the  necessary  movements  and  operations 
of  an  army,  and  when  such  supplies  could  not  be 
procured  from  any  established  depot  of  the  quar- 
termaster's department,  or  from  the  head  of  the 
division  charged  with  the  duty  of  furnishing  such 


supplies,  within  the  required  time,  then  it  should 
be  lawful  for  the  commanding  officer  of  such  army 
to  order  the  chief  quartermaster  of  such  army  to 
procure  such  supplies  during  the  continuance  of 
such  emergency,  but  no  longer.  That  it  should 
be  the  duty  of  the  Quartermaster-General,  im- 
mediately after  the  passage  of  the  act,  and  it 
least  once  in  every  three  months  thereafter, 
to  require  from  the  principal  quartermasters 
of  the  several  military  departments  and  <& 
p6ts,  approximate  statements  of  the  aggregate 
amounts  of  supplies  on  hand,  and  estimates  of 
the  additional  amounts  required  for  the  serf- 
ice  for  the  ensuing  three  months,  stating  at  whit 
places  such  supplies  would  be  required,  and  whit 
amounts  were  legally  contracted  for  but  not  de- 
livered. That  all  inspectors  of  horses,  males, 
clothing,  fuel,  forage,  lumber,  hired  transports, 
and  other  supplies  of  the  quartermaster's  de- 
partment should  be  sworn  to  perform  their  do- 
ties  in  a  faithful  and  impartial  manner,  tod 
should,  for  any  corruption,  wilful  neglect,  or 
fraud  in  the  performance  of  their  duties,  be  liable 
to  punishment  by  fine  and  imprisonment,  by  sen- 
tence of  court-martial  or  military  commission. 
That  if  any  contractor  or  person  furnishing  sup- 
plies or  transportation  should  give,  or  offer  to 
give,  or  cause  to  be  given,  to  any  officer  or  em- 
ployee of  the  quartermaster's  department  having 
charge  of  the  receipt  or  disposition  of  the  sup- 
plies or  transportation  furnished  by  him,  or  in 
any  way  connected  therewith,  apy  money  or 
other  valuable  consideration,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, all  contracts  and  charters  with  such  per 
son  should,  at  the  option  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  be  null  and  void.  That  whenever  it  should 
become  necessary  to  purchase  any  steam  or  sail- 
ing vessel  for  the  use  of  the  quartermaster's  de- 
partment, the  same  should  be  first  inspected  br 
one  or  more  competent  naval  officers.  That  the 
officers  placed  in  charge  of  the  several  divisions 
should,  during  the  time  that  they  remain  in  such 
charge,  each  have  the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments 
of  a  colonel  in  the  quartermaster's  department 
And  that  during  the  continuance  of  the  rebellion, 
the  Secretary  of  War  might  assign  to  duty,  as  in- 
spectors of  .the  quartermaster's  department,  six 
officers,  to  be  selected  from  the  regular  and  vol- 
unteer officers  who  should  have  served  for  not 
less  than  one  year  in  that  department,  who  should 
have,  while  so  assigned  and  acting,  the  tempo- 
rary rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  lieutenant- 
colonels  of  the  quartermaster's  department 

On  the  eleventh  of  May,  the  Senate,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Wilson,  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill ;  the  amendments  were  agreed  to,  and 
the  bill,  as  amended,  passed  without  a  division. 

On  the  sixteenth,  the  House,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Mclndoe,  of  Wisconsin,  referred  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  On  the  twenty- 
fourth  of  June,  Mr.  Schenck,  of  Ohio,  reported 
it  back  with  amendments,  and  on  the  twenty- 
eighth,  the  amendments  of  the  Committee,  to- 
gether with  an  amendment  of  Mr.  Dawes,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, were  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  as  amend- 
ed passed. 
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The  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  voted 
to  disagree  to  the  amendments  of  the  House  and 
ask  a  committee  of  conference  on  the  disagree- 
ing votes.  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Trumbull,  and  Mr. 
Powell  were  appointed  managers  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate. 

On  the  twenty-ninth,  the  House,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Schenck,  insisted  on  its  amendments  ;  agreed 
to  a  committee  of  conference,  and  the  Speaker 
appointed  Mr.  Schenck,  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Doming,  of 
Connecticut,  and  Mr.  Ward,  of  New- York,  man- 
agers on  the  part  of  the  House. 

On  the  thirtieth,  Mr.  Schenck,  from  the  com- 
mittee of  conference,  reported  that  the  House 
recede  from  its  first  amendment,  that  the  Senate 
agree  to  the  other  amendments,  except  the  thir- 
ty-first amendment,  and  agree  to  it  with  an 
amendment  The  report  was  agreed  to.  On  the 
first  of  July,  Mr.  Wilson  made  a  report  from  the 
conference  committee,  which  was  agreed  to  ;  and 
the  bill  was  approved  by  the  President  on  the 
fourth  of  July,  1864. 

No.  LXXIT. — The  Bill  to  amend  the  Several  Acts 
for  Enrolling  and  Calling  out  the  National 
Forces. 

Tn  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-third  of  May, 
1864,  Mr.  Morgan,  of  New- York,  introduced  a 
bill  to  prohibit  the  discharge  of  persons  from  lia- 
bility to  military  duty  by  reason  of  the  payment 
of  money,  which  was  read  twice  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  On  the  twen- 
ty-fifth, Mr.  Morgan  reported  it  back  with  amend- 
ments. 

The  Senate,  on  the  eighth  of  June,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Wilson,  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  and  amendments.  It  proposed  to  repeal 
so  much  of  the  enrolment  act  as  authorized  the 
discharge  of  persons  drafted,  on  the  payment  of 
three  hundred  dollars  for  the  procuration  of  a 
substitute.  The  Committee  reported  an  amend- 
ment to  add  as  a  new  section,  That  nothing  in 
the  act  approved  February  twenty -fourth,  1864, 
amending  the  act  approved  March  third,  1863,  for 
enrolling  and  calling  out  the  national  forces, 
should  be  construed  to  repeal  that  part  of  the  act 
approved  March  third,  1863,  which  required  that 
the  board  of  enrolment,  in  making  Grafts,  should 
41  make  a  draft  of  the  required  number  and  fifty 
per  cent  in  addition ;"  and  the  amendment  was 
agretKl  to.  The  Committee  also  reported  an 
amendment  to  add  as  a  new  section,  That  section 
twelve  of  the  44  Act  for  enrolling  and  calling  out 
the  national  forces,  approved  March  third,  1863, 
be  so  amended  that  the  notice  to  be  served  on 
drafted  men  might  be  served  within  ten  days 
after  such  draft,  or  at  any  time  within  six  months 
therefrom;  and. the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  amend  by  adding  as  a  new 
section :  That  the  President  be  authorized,  on  and 
after  the  passage  of  this  act,  to  call  out,  for  a 
period  not  exceeding  one  year,  such  number  of 
men  as  the  exigencies  of  the  service  might  re- 
quire by  draft,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the 
*ct  approved  March  third,  1863,  entitled,  uAn 
act  for  enrolling  and  calling  out  the  national ' 


forces,"  and  the  act  approved  February  twenty- 
fourth,  1864,  entitled,  44  An  act  to  amend  an  act 
entitled,  4  An  act  for  enrolling  and  calling  out 
the  national  forces.'  "  After  debate,  in  which 
Mr.  Conness,  Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Collamer,  Mr.  Wil- 
son, Mr.  Grimes,  and  Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana,  par- 
ticipated, the  Senate  adjourned. 

On  the  ninth,  the  Senate  resumed  the  consider- 
ation of  the  bill,  the  question  being  on  Mr.  Wil- 
son's amendment  to  draft  for  one  year  instead  of 
three  years.  Mr.  Wilson  withdrew  his  amend- 
ment to  enable  Mr.  Collamer  to  offer  as  an  amend- 
ment, in  four  sections :  That  all  calls  for  drafts 
thereafter  made  under  the  act  entitled,  44An  act  for 
enrolling  and  calling  out  the  national  forces,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  approved  March  third,  1868, 
and  of  any  act  in  addition  to  or  amendment 
thereof,  should  be  for  a  term  not  exceeding  one 
year.  That  this  act  should  not  extend  to  or  in- 
clude drafts  to  be  made  in  any  district  or  sub- 
division thereof,  to  fill  its  quota  on  calls  already 
made,  but  the  same  should  be  completed  under 
the  laws  in  force  before  the  passage  thereof.  That 
no  person  drafted  on  future  calls  should  be  liable 
to  be  again  drafted  until  the  present  enrolment 
should  he  exhausted.  That  the  number  of  men 
furnished  frora^any  district  for  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  beyond  and  above  its  quota  on 
calls  heretofore  made,  and  the  term  of  service  of 
such  men,  should  be  considered  and  allowed  to 
said  district  in  calls  thereafter  made. 

The  amendment  was  discussed  at  great  length 
by  Mr.  Collamer,  Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Hendricks,  Mr. 
^esmith,  Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana,  Mr.  Richardson, 
Mr.  Doolittle,  and  Mr.  McDougall.  The  vote 
was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Collamer1  s  first  section, 
and  it  was  agreed  to — yeas,  twenty-two ;  nays, 
seventeen.  The  other  sections  of  Mr.  Collamcr's 
amendment  were  then  adopted. 

On  the  twentieth,  the  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wilson,  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill. 
Mr.  Brown  moved  to  amend  by  adding  a  new 
section  requiring  Indian  tribes,  having  treaties 
and  receiving  annuities,  to  furnish  their  quotas, 
the  force  so  furnished  to  be  used  in  maintaining 
peace  among  the  Indians,  and  relieving  troops 
employed  against  hostile  tribes.  The  amend- 
ment was  opposed  by  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  Hale, 
Mr.  Saulsbury,  Mr.  Doolittle,  Mr.  Hendricks, 
Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Richardson,  Mr.  Howard,  Mr. 
McDougall,  and  Mr.  Howe,  and  supported  by 
Mr.  Brown,  and  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas.  Mr.  Doo- 
little moved  to  amend  Mr.  Brown's  amendment 
by  substituting  for  it  a  provision  authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  receive  into  the  military 
service  Indian  tribes  in  treaty  with  the  United 
States,  to  be  employed  as  a  part  of  the  military 
force  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  peace,  and 
protecting  from  hostile  incursion  the  Indian  Ter- 
ritory, and  other  Territories  where  the  hostile  or 
invading  force  was  in  whole  or  in  part  composed 
of  hostile  Indians ;  and  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment  was  agreed  to — yeas,  twenty-four; 
nays,  twelve.  The  amendment  as  amended  wa. 
then  rejected — yeas,  ten  ;  nays,  twenty-nine.  Mr. 
Wilson  moved  to  amend  by  adding  as  a  new  seo 
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tion :  That  every  person  who  should  be  drafted 
under  calls  thereafter  made,  and  who  should 
serve  honorably  for  a  period  of  one  year,  should 
receive  a  bounty  of  one  hundred  dollars,  to  be 
paid  upon  his  discharge  from  the  service;  and 
every  person  so  drafted,  and  who  should  be  hon- 
orably discharged  after  a  term  of  service  less 
than  one  year,  should  receive  a  bounty  propor- 
tioned to  his  term  of  service.  Mr.  Conness  moved 
to  amend  the  amendment  by  striking  out  all 
after  the  word  "  that,"  and  inserting:  "  From  and 
after  the  passage  of  this  act,  every  able-bodied 
volunteer  who  shall  be  accepted  and  who  shall 
enter  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  shall 
be  entitled  to  receive,  after  one  year's  service, 
one  hundred  dollars  in  addition  to  the  sum  now 
provided  by  law."  After  debate  Mr.  Conness 
withdrew  his  amendment,  and  the  vote  was  tak- 
en on  Mr.  Wilson's  amendment,  and  it  was  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  add- 
ing as  a  new  section,  That  when  a  soldier,  sick  in 
hospital,  should  be  discharged  from  the  military 
service,  but  should  bo  unable  to  leave,  or  avail 
himself  of  his  discharge,  in  consequence  of  sick- 
ness or  wounds,  and  should  subsequently  die  in 
such  hospital,  he  should  be  deemed  to  have  died 
in  the  military  service ;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Wilson  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  as  a  new  section,  That  payments  which  had 
been  made  by  paymasters  to  non-commissioned 
officers  of  volunteer  regiments  from  the  date  of 
their  enlistment,  and  for  a  time  previous  to  their 
muster  into  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
should,  if  otherwise  correct,  be  allowed,  in  the 
settlement  of  such  paymasters'  accounts ;  and  it 
was  agreed  to.  Mr.  McDougall  moved  to  amend 
the  first  section  of  the  bill  by  adding :  That  ten 
days  after  the  passage  of  the  bill,  substitutes 
should  not  be  allowed  in  lieu  of  persons  drafted. 
Mr.  Wilson  and  Mr.  Hale  opposed  it,  and  it  was 
rejected — yeas,  six  ;  nays,  thirty-five. 

Mr.  Ten  Eyck,  of  New-Jersey,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  adding,  as  a  new  section,  Tha.t  every 
non-commissioned  officer,  private,  or  other  per- 
son, who  had  been,  or  should  thereafter  be,  dis- 
charged from  the  army,  within  two  years  from 
the  date  of  their  enlistment,  by  reason  of  perma- 
nent injuries  received,  or  permanent  disability 
contracted,  in  the  line  of  duty,  should  be  entitled 
to  receive  the  same  bounty,  in  proportion  to  the 
time  he  might  have  served,  as  was  granted,  or 
might  thereafter  be  granted,  to  the  same  class 
of  persons  who  were  discharged  after  a  service 
of  two  years ;  and  it  was  agreed  to.  On  motion 
of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  bill  was  further  amended  by 
adding  that  hospital  matrons  should,  after  the 
first  of  July,  1864,  receive  twelve  dollars  per 
month  and  one  ration. 

Mr.  Hendricks  moved  to  strike  out  the  first 
section,  repealing  the  commutation  clause  of  the 
enrolment  act,  and  it  was  agreed  to — yeas,  twen- 
ty-one ;  nays,  eighteen.  Mr.  Conness  moved  to 
lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  but  the  motion  was  lost 
— yeas,  fifteen  ;  nays,  twenty-four.  Mr.  Sumner 
moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  requiring  drafted 


persons  to  pay,  in  addition  to  the  three  hundred 
dollars  commutation,  on  all  incomes  over  one 
thousand  dollars  and  not  over  two  thousand  dol- 
lars, five  per  cent ;  on  all  incomes  over  two  thou- 
sand dollars  and  not  over  five  thousand  dollar*, 
ten  per  cent ;  and  on  all  incomes  over  five  thou- 
sand dollars,  twenty  per  cent ;  the  money  to  be 
paid  in  bounties  to  men  drafted  and  mustered 
into  the  service.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Grimes,  the 
bill  was  recommitted  to  the  Military  Committee. 
On  the  twenty-first,  Mr.  Morgan  reported  back 
the  bill  without  amendment  The  Senate,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Morgan,  proceeded,  on  the  twenty- 
third,  to  its  consideration.  The  amendments 
which  had  been  adopted  fell  by  the  recommit* 
ment,  and  the  original  bill,  providing  simply  for 
the  repeal  of  the  three  hundred  dollar  commuta- 
tion clause,  was  reported  by  the  Military  Com- 
mittee. Mr.  Morgan  moved  to  amend  it  by  add- 
ing, 'as  a  second  section,  the  amendment  moved 
by  Mr.  Collamer :  That  in  calls  for  drafts  there- 
after made,  under  the  act  "  for  enrolling  and 
calling  out  the  national  forces,"  and  the  acts  in 
addition  to  or  amendatory  thereof,  the  same 
might  be  made  for  such  term  of  time  as  the  Pres- 
ident should  direct,  not  exceeding  one  year.  Mr. 
Wilson  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  so  as  to 
make  it  read,  "shall  be  made  for  one  year;" 
lost — yeas,  twelve  ;  nays,  eighteen.  Mr.  Chand- 
ler moved  to  amend  Mr.  Morgan's  amendment  by 
striking  out  "  not  exceeding  one  year,"  and  in- 
serting "  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  three 
years  ;"  lost — yeas,  sixteen  ;  nays,  twenty -three. 
Mr.  Morgan's  amendment  was  then  agreed  to— 
yeas,  twenty-five;  nays,  fourteen.  Mr.  Colla- 
mer then  moved  that  the  sum  paid  as  commuta- 
tion money  should  not  exceed  five  hundred  dol- 
lars, instead  of  three  hundred  dollars ;  but  the 
amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Grimes  moved  that  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Collamer,  providing  that  the  num- 
ber of  men  furnished  from  any  district  to  the 
service  beyond  and  above  calls  theretofore  made, 
and  the  term  of  service  of  such  men,  should  be 
considered  and  allowed  to  said  district  in  calls 
thereafter  made,  should  be  added  as  a  new  sec- 
tion ;  and  it  was  agreed  to.  On  motion  of  Mr. 
Grimes,  the  Sill  was  further  amended  by  adding 
as  a  new  section  an  amendment  proposed  by  Mr. 
Collamer,  providing  that  no  person  drafted  on 
future  calls,  or  who  should  volunteer  to  fill  the 
same,  should  be  liable  to  be  again  drafted  until 
the  existing  enrolment  should  be  exhausted. 
The  bill  as  amended  was  then  passed — yeas, 
twenty-four;  nays,  seven. 

In  the  House,  on  the  twenty-first  of  June,  Mr. 
Schenck,  from  the  Military  Committee,  reported 
a  bill  to  further  regulate  and  provide  for  enroll* 
ing  and  calling  out  the  national  forces.  Mr. 
Randall,  of  Pennsylvania,  objected  to  its  second 
reading.  On  the  question,  should  the  bill  be  re* 
jected,  the  yeas  were  seventy-five,  and  the  nay» 
were  seventy-five ;  the  Speaker  voted  nay,  and 
the  bill  was  not  rejected.  Mr.  Blaine,  of  Maine, 
moved  to  strike  out  the  two  first  sections,  pro- 
viding that  no  payment  of  money  should  be  ac- 
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ceptcd  by  the  Government  to  release  any  drafted 
person  from  the  performance  of  military  duty, 
and  that  no  substitute  should  be  accepted  for  a 
drafted  person,  unless  he  be  the  father,  brother, 
or  son  of  the  drafted  man.  The  question,  after 
debate,  was  taken  on  the  motion  striking  out  the 
first  section ;  and  it  was  agreed  to — yeas,  one 
hundred ;  nays,  fifty.  The  second  section  was 
then  stricken  out  without  a  division.  Mr.  Broom- 
all,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  a  substitute  for  the 
bill.  Mr.  Fenton,  of  New- York,  moved  to  amend 
it  by  adding  that  the  President  should  accom- 
pany any  order  for  a  draft  of  men  for  military 
service  with  a  notice  that  he  would  accept  volun- 
teers or  substitutes  in  lieu  of  such  drafted  men 
prior  to  the  day  appointed  for  the  draft,  to  fill  up 
the  quota  or  any  part  thereof,  of  any  town,  town- 
ship, ward,  precinct,  or  election  district,-  or  of 
any  county  not  so  sub-divided ;  and  every  per- 
son so  volunteering,  in  lieu  of  a  man  to  be  draft- 
ed, should  be  credited  to  such  town,  township, 
ward,  precinct,  or  election  district,  or  county  not 
so  sub-divided ;  and  if  he  volunteered,  or  was 
offered  as  a  substitute  for  a  drafted  man,  and 
was  accepted  and  mustered  into  the  service  for  a 
term  of  one  year,  unless  sooner  discharged,  should 
receive  and  be  paid  by  the  United  States  a  bounty 
of  one  hundred  dollars ;  and  if  for  a  term  of  two 
years,  unless  sooner  discharged,  a  bounty  of  two 
hundred  dollars ;  and  if  for  a  term  of  three  years, 
unless  sooner  discharged,  a  bounty  of  three  hun- 
dred dollars;  one  half  of  which  said  bounty 
should  be  paid  to  the  soldier  at  the  time  of  his 
being  mustered  into  the  service,  one  fourth  at 
the  expiration  of  one  half  his  term  of  service,  and 
one  fourth  at  the  end  of  his  term  of  service. 

Mr.  Ashley,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  strike  out  of 
the  amendment,  "be  credited  to  such  town, 
township,  precinct,  or  election  district,"  and  in- 
sert in  lieu  the  words,  "if  subject  to  enrolment, 
be  credited  to  the  town,  township,  precinct,  or 
election  district  in  which  he  may  be  liable  to  en- 
rolment ;  if  not  so  subject,  to  the  town,  town- 
ship, precinct,  or  election  district  in  which  he 
may  have  volunteered ;"  and  it  was  agreed  to — 
yeas,  sixty-four ;  nays,  forty-one.  On  motion  of 
Mr.  Bout  well,  it  was  further  amended  by  adding : 
That  no  volunteer  or  substitute  who  should  be 
honorably  discharged  previous  to  the  expiration 
of  the  term  of  his  enlistment,  should  be  entitled 
to  his  full. bounty  for  the  term  of  his  enlistment. 
Mr.  Ingersoll  moved  to  amend,  by  adding  after 
the  word  "service"  the  words,  **  But  in  case  of 
his  death  when  in  said  service,  the  residue  of  his 
bounty  shall  be  paid  to  his  legal  representatives  ; 
and  in  case  of  his  honorable  discharge  from 
wounds  or  sickness  incurred  in  the  service,  he 
shall  receive  the  full  bounty ;"  and  it  was  agreed 
to.  Mr.  Far ns worth  then  moved  that  the  bill  be 
laid  upon  the  table,  but  the  motion  was  lost 
Mr.  Fenton's  amendment  as  amended  was  then 
agreed  to. 

On  the  twenty-fifth,  the  House  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Schenck  offered 
a  substitute  for  the  substitute  moved  by  Mr. 
Broomall.    The  substitute,  in  eight  sections,  pro- 


vided :  For  the  repeal  of  the  three  hundred  dol- 
lar commutation.  For  drafting  for  a  period  not 
less  than  one  year.  For  a  bounty  of  one  hun- 
dred dollars  for  one  year,  two  hundred  dollars  for 
two  years,  and  three  hundred  dollars  for  three 
years.  For  allowing  drafted  men  to  select  their 
organizations,  when  not  filled.  For  discharging 
minors  under  eighteen-  years  of  age,  and  forbid- 
ding officers  to  muster  into  the  service  minors 
under  sixteen  years  of  age.  For  allowing  pro- 
vost-marshals to  make  a  draft  of  fifty  per  cent  in 
addition  to  the  number  required  to  fill  the  quota. 
For  allowing  to  drafted  persons  transportation. 
For  the  enlistment  of  volunteers  in  the  rebel 
States. 

The  bill  was  debated  by  Mr.  Schenck,  Mr. 
Odell,  of  New- York,  Mr.  Garfield,  of  Ohio,  Mr. 
Mallory,  of  Kentucky,  Mr.  Blair,  of  Missouri,  Mr. 
Dawes  and  Mr.  Boutwell,  of  Massachusetts,  and 
Mr.  Kernan  and  Mr.  Fernando  Wood,  of  New- 
York.  Mr.  Cox  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table  ;  but 
the  motion  was  lost — yeas,  fifty-seven;  nays, 
seventy-eight  The  main  question  was  then  or- 
dered, and  the  House' adjourned. 

On  the  twenty-seventh  the  House  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  bill.  Mr.  Schenck  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  his  amendment,  and  they 
were  ordered.  The  amendment  was  lost — yeas, 
sixty-two ;  nays,  nmcty-one.  The  vote  was  then 
taken  on  Mr.  BroomalTs  substitute,  and  it  was 
rejected.  Mr.  Stevens  moved  an  amendment  as 
a  substitute,  in  ten  sections.  Mr.  Eliot,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, proposed  ten  additional  sections,  giv- 
ing credit  for  naval  enlistments,  and  allowing  ad- 
ditional time  for  persons  drafted  who  should  be 
absent  in  pursuit  of  their  business ;  and  Mr.  Stev- 
ens accepted  them  as  part  of  his  amendment 
Mr.  Blair  moved  to  amend  the  original  bill  by 
adding,  That  thereafter  no  person  should  be  re- 
ceived or  accepted  to  serve  in  the  army  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  any  other  person  liable  to  military  du- 
ty, and  who  might  have  been  enrolled  or  drafted 
for  that  purpose ;  but  the  amendment  was  reject- 
ed— twenty- five  voting  for  it,  and  ninety-three 
against  it 

Mr.  Schenck  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adopting  a  substitute  for  the  substitute  of  Mr. 
Stevens.  The  substitute,  he  said,  was  the  Sen- 
ate bill  on  the  table  of  the  House.  The  substi- 
tute was  lost — yeas,  fifty -eight;  nays,  ninety- 
two.  The  vote  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Stevens's 
substitute,  and  it  was  lost — yeas,  twenty-three ; 
nays,  one  hundred  and  twenty. 

Mr.  Smithers,  of  Delaware,  offered  a  substitute 
for  the  original  bill.  It  provided :  That  the  Presi- 
dent might  call  for  any  number  of  men  as  vol- 
unteers, for  the  respective  terras  of  one,  two,  and 
three  years,  and  any  person  mustered  into  the 
service  for  the  term  of  one  year,  unless  sooner 
discharged,  should  receive  and  be  paid  by  the 
United  States. a  bounty  of  two  hundred  dollars; 
and  if  for  a  term  of  two  years,  unless  sooner  dis- 
charged, a  bounty  of  three  hundred  dollars  ;  and 
if  for  a  term  of  three  years,  unless  sooner  dis- 
charged, a  bounty  of  four  hundred  dollars.  That 
in  case  the  quota  or  any  part  thereof  of  any  town, 


74 


REBELLION  RECORD,  1864. 


township,  ward,  precinct,  or  election  district,  or 
of  any  county  not  so  subdivided,  should  not  be 
filled  within  the  space  of  sixty  days  after  such 
call,  then  the  President  should  order  a  draft  for 
one  year  to  fill  such  quota  or  any  part  thereof 
which  might  bo  unfilled ;  and  in  case  of  any  such 
draft,  no  payment  of  money  should  be  accepted 
or  received  by  the  Government  as  commutation 
to  release  any  enrolled  or  drafted  man  from  per- 
sonal obligation  to  perform  military  service.  That 
it  should  be  lawful  for  the  executive  of  any  of 
the  States  to  send  recruiting  agents  into  any  of 
the  States  declared  to  be  in  rebellion,  to  recruit 
volunteers  under  any  call  under  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  who  should  be  credited  to  the  State 
and  to  the  respective  subdivisions  thereof  which 
might  procure  the  enlistment  That  drafted  men, 
substitutes,  and  volunteers,  when  mustered  in, 
should  be  organized  into  or  assigned  to  regiments, 
batteries,  or  other  organizations  of  their  own 
States,  and,  as  far  as  practicable,  should,  when 
assigned,  be  permitted  to  select  their  own  regi- 
ments, batteries,  or  other  organizations  from 
among  those  of  their  respective  States,  which,  at 
the  time  of  assignment,  might  not  be  filled  to 
their  maximum  number.  That  the  Secretary  of 
"War  should  discharge  minors  under  the  age  of 
eighteen  years,  under  the  circumstances  and  on 
the  conditions  prescribed  in  said  section ;  and 
thereafter,  if  any  officer  of  the  United  States 
should  knowingly  enlist  or  muster  into  the  mili- 
tary service  any  person  under  the  age  of  sixteen 
years,  with  or  without  the  consent  of  his  parent 
or  guardian,  such  person  so  enlisted  or  recruited 
should  be  immediately  and  unconditionally  dis- 
charged ;  and  such  recruiting  or  mustering  offi- 
cer should  be  dismissed  the  service  with  forfeit- 
ure of  all  pay  and  allowances.  That  section 
three  of  an  act  entitled,  u  An  act  to  amend  an 
act  entitled,  *  An  act  for  enrolling  and  calling  out 
the  national  forces,  and  for  other  purposes,*  "  ap- 
proved February  twenty-fourth,  1864,  be  amend- 
ed so  as  to  authorize  and  direct  district  provost- 
marshals,  under  the  direction  of  the .  Provost- 
Marshal  General,  to  make  a  draft  for  fifty  per 
cent  in  addition  to  the  number  required  to  fill 
the  quota  of  any  district,  as  provided  by  said  sec- 
tion. That,  instead  of  travelling  pay,  all  draft- 
ed persons  reporting  at  the  place  of  rendezvous 
should  be  allowed  transportation  from  their  pla- 
ces of  residence ;  persons  discharged  at  the  place 
of  rendezvous  should  be  allowed  transportation 
to  their  places  of  residence.  That  all  persons  in 
the  naval  service  of  the  United  States,  who  had 
entered  said  service  during  the  present  rebellion, 
who  had  not  been  credited  to  the  quota  of  any 
town,  district,  ward,  or  State,  by  reason  of  their 
having  been  in  said  service  and  not  enrolled  prior 
to  February  twenty-fourth,  1864,  should  be  en- 
rolled and  credited  to  the  quotas  of  the  town, 
ward,  district,  or  State  in  which  they  respective- 
ly resided.  That  if  any  person  duly  drafted 
should  be  absent  from  home  in  prosecution  of  his 
usual  business,  the  provost-marshal  of  the  dis- 
trict should  cause  him  to  be  duly  notified  as  soon 
as  might  be,  and  he  should  not  be  deemed  a  de- 


serter, nor  liable  as  such,  until  notice  had  bees 
given  to  him  and  reasonable  time  allowed  for  hin 
to  return  and  report  to  the  provost-marshal  of 
his  district ;  but  such  absence  should  not  other 
wise  affect  his  liability  under  the  act  The  vote 
was  then  taken  on  the  substitute;  and  Hwy 
lost — yeas,  seventy-five ;  nays,  seventy-seven, 

On  the  twenty-eighth,  Mr.  Blair,  of  West-Vir- 
ginia, moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  on  Mr.  Smith- 
ers's  substitute.  Mr.  Holman  moved  to  lay  the 
motion  on  the  table — yeas,  seventy-three ;  niys, 
eighty-five.  Mr.  Blair's  motion  to  reconsider  tht 
vote  was  then  agreed  to — yeas,  eighty-three; 
nays,  seventy-one.  Mr.  Smithers's  amendment, 
in  the  nature  of  a  substitute,  was  then  agreed  to 
— yeas,  eighty-one ;  hays,  seventy -five.  Mr. 
Stevens  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill  by  add* 
ing  that  nothing  contained  in  the  act  should  be 
construed  to  alter,  or  in  any  way  affect  the  la* 
relative  to  those  conscientiously  opposed  to  bear- 
ing arms.  Mr.  Pike,  of  Maine,  moved  to  amend 
Mr.  Stevens's  amendment  requiring*  the  enrol- 
ment of  persons  between  forty-five  and  fifty 
years  of  age;  but  it  was  lost — yeas,  forty-seven; 
nays,  one  hundred  and  two.  Mr.  Stevens's 
amendment  was  then  agreed  to — yeas,  seventy- 
seven  ;  nays,  sixty-four.  The  bill,  as  amended, 
was  then  passed — yeas,  eighty-two  ;  nays,  seven- 
ty-seven. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-ninth,  Mr.  Wil- 
son, from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to 
which  the  bill  had  been  referred,  reported  it  back 
with  amendments.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson, 
the  Senate,  in  the  evening  session,  proceeded  to  its 
consideration.  After  being  debated  and  amend- 
ed in  several  particulars,  Mr.  Grimes  moved 
to  amend  it  by  substituting  for  it  the  bill  that 
passed  the  Senate ;  and  the  amendment  was  agreed 
to.  Mr.  Ten  £yck  moved  to  amend  the  substi- 
tute by  adding  as  a  new  section,  That  all  enlist- 
ments that  had  been  made  into  the  naval  serrke 
or  marine  corps  since  the  passage  of  the  act  to 
amend  an  act  entitled,  u  An  act  for  enrolling  and 
calling  out  the  national  forces,11  and  which  should 
thereafter  be  made  into  the  naval  service  or  ma- 
rine corps,  should  be  allowed  and  credited  to  the 
appropriate  township,  precinct,  or  district,  on  ac- 
count of  which  such  enlistments  had  been  or 
might  be  made,  in  the  same  manner  as  enlist- 
ments for  the  army  were  allowed  and  credited  to 
the  several  townships,  precincts,  or  districts;  and 
the  amendment  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Sherman 
moved  to  amend  by  adding  as  a  new  section, 
"That  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  bounties 
and  of  enforcing  the  draft,  there  be  levied  and 
collected,  in  addition  to  the  duties  imposed  by 
law,  a  special  duty  of  five  per  cent  on  all  incomes 
exceeding  six  hundred  dollars,  accruing  during 
the  year  1864 ;"  and  the  amendment  was  agreed 
to— yeas,  twenty-five ;  nays,  seven.  Mr.  Powell, 
of  Kentucky,  moved  to  add  a  section  forbidding 
any  State  to  recruit  in  other  States ;  and  it  was 
agreed  to.    The  bill  as  amended  was  then  passed. 

On  the  thirtieth,  Mr.  Stevens  moved  that  tot 
amendment  to  assess  on  incomes  a  tax  to  pay 
the  bounties,  and  to  carry  into  effect  the  enrol 
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ment  act,  in  the  opinion  of  the  House,  contra- 
rcned  the  first  clause  of  the  seventh  section  of 
the  first  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  was  an  infringement  on  the  privileges 
of  the  House,  and  that  the  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  respectfully  returned  to  the  Senate, 
with  a  message  communicating  the  resolution  ; 
and  the  motion  was  agreed  to.    The  Senate  re- 
turned the  bill  to  the  House,  with  the  section  ob- 
jected to  left  out    The  House  proceeded  to  con- 
aider  the  bill,  and  after  debate,  in  which  Mr. 
Dawes,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Schenck,  and  Mr.  Hard- 
hag  participated,  Mr!  Le  Blond,  of  Ohio,  moved 
•that  no  levy  of  troops  should  be  made  under  the 
provisions  of  the  act,  except  by  volunteering,  till 
auch  time  as  the  President  of  the  United  States 
should  have  made  a  request  for  an  armistice,  and 
should  have  made  such  efforts  as  were  consistent 
with  honor  to  restore  harmony  among  the  States 
by  the  appointment  of  commissioners,  empowered 
to  negotiate  for  peace  upon  terms  of  the  restora- 
tion of  the  Union  under  the  Constitution,  and 
until  such  efforts  should  have  been  rejected  by 
the  so-called  confederate  government    Mr.  Cox 
moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  table ; 
lost — yeas,  forty-three;  nays,  fifty -seven.  The 
Tote  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Le  Blond's  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  rejected — yeas,  eleven ;  nays, 
eighty-nine. 

On  the  first  of  July,  the  House,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Schenck,  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill.  Amendments  were  offered  by  Mr.  Davis, 
of  Maryland,  Mr.  Morrill,  Mr.  Orth,  Mr.  Thomas, 
and  Mr.  Garfield.  The  amendments  of  Mr.  Tho- 
mas and  Mr.  Davis  were  rejected,  and  those  of 
Mr.  Morrell,  Mr.  Orth,  and  Mr.  Garfield  agreed 
to.  The  amendment  of  the  Senate,  as  amended, 
was  then  disagreed  to,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Schenck,  the  House  asked  a  committee  of  confer- 
ence, and  the  Speaker  appointed  Mr.  Garfield, 
Mr.  Smithers,  and  Mr.  Kernan  managers  on  the 
part  of  the  House.  • 

The  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  insisted 
upon  its  amendments,  agreed  to  the  committee 
M  conference,  and  appointed  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr. 
Morgan,  and  Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana,  managers. 
Dn  the  twenty-second,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  con- 
ference committee,  reported  u  that  the  Senate  re- 
cede from  its  amendments  to  the  House  bill,  and 
agree  to  it  with  several  amendments."  After  de- 
bate, the  vote  was  taken  on  concurring  in  the 
report,  and  it  was  non-concurred  in — yeas,  six- 
teen ;  nays,  eighteen.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Sher- 
man, the  Senate  insisted  on  its  amendments  to 
the  bill,  and  asked  a  further  conference  on  the 
disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses — yeas,  twen- 
ty-eight ;  nays,  eight  Mr.  Foster  moved  a  re- 
consideration of  the  vote,  and  it  was  reconsidered 
—yeas,  twenty;  nays,  seventeen.  Mr^  Sherman 
then  withdrew  his  motion.  On  motion  of  Mr. 
Donness,  the  Senate  reconsidered  its  vote  non- 
concurring  in  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
xmference  —  yeas,  eighteen ;  nays,  seventeen, 
rhe  vote  was  then  taken  on  concurring  in  the 
conference  committee's  report ;  and  it  was  agreed 
to — yeas,  eighteen;  nays,  seventeen.    In  the 


House,  Mr.  Garfield  made  the  report  from  the 
committee  of  conference,  and  it  was  agreed  to — 
yeas,  sixty-six ;  nays,  fifty-five.  ■  The  bill  was 
approved  by  the  President  on  the  fourth  of  July. 
1864. 

No.  LXXIII. — The  Joint  Resolution  expressive 
of  the  Thanhs  of  Congress  to  the  Veteran  Sol- 
diers who  have  reenlisted  in  the  Army, 
In  the  House,  on  the  seventeenth  of  February, 
1864,  Mr.  Farns worth,  of  Illinois,  introduced  a 
joint  resolution  expressive  of  the  thanks  of  Con- 
gress to  the  veteran  soldiers  who  have  reenlisted 
in  the  army.    It  declared  that  the  thanks  of 
Congress  are  given  to  those  noble  and  brave  men 
who,  having  so  gallantly  endured  the  hardships 
and  perils  of  war  for  more  than  two  years,  in 
support  of  their  country's  flag,  present  the  sub- 
lime spectacle  of  again  voluntarily  enrolling  them- 
selves in  the  army  of  the  Union  for  another  three 
years'  campaign,  or  so  long  as  the  war  shall  con- 
tinue ;  and  that  the  Secretary  of  War  cause  the 
resolution  to  bo  read  to  each  of  the  veteran  regi- 
ments who  had  reenlisted,  or  should  reenlist 
The  joint  resolution  was  passed  without  a  divi- 
sion. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  first  of  March,  Mr.  Wil- 
son, from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to 
which  it  had  been  referred,  reported  it  back  with- 
out amendment  The  resolution  was  unanimous- 
ly passed,  and  it  was  approved  by  the  President 
on  the  twenty-second  day  of  March,  186*t. 

No.  LXXIV. — The  Bill  to  increase  the  Number 
of  Cadets  in,  and  to  raise  the  Standard  of 
Admission  to,  the  Military  Academy. 
In  the  Senate,  on  the  twentieth  of  December, 
1864*  Mr.  Wilson  introduced  a  bill  to  increase 
the  number  of  cadets  in,  and  to  raise  the  stand- 
ard of  admission  to,  the  Military  Academy,  which 
was  read  twice  and  referred  to  the  Military  Com- 
mittee. Xhe  bill  provides : 44  That  the  President  of 
the  United  States  may  appoint,  in  addition  to  the 
number  of  cadets  heretofore  authorized  by  law, 
two  cadets  for  each  State  represented  in  Congress, 
who  shall  be  actual  residents  of  the  State  for 
which  they  may  be  appointed,  and  fifty  cadets 
to  be  appointed  from  the  military  forces  of  the 
United  States,  regular  and  volunteer,  who  shall 
have  served  for  a  period  of  not  less  than  one 
year.  That  no  person  shall  hereafter  be  admitted 
as  a  Cadet  at  the  Military  Academy  who  shall  be 
less  than  seventeen  or  more  than  twenty  years 
of  age  on  the  first  day  of  July  in  the  year  of  his 
admission.  That  on  and  after  the  first  day  of 
July,  1866,  no  person  shall  be  admitted  as  a  ca- 
det at  the  Military  Academy  until  he  shall  have 
passed  a  full  and  satisfactory  examination  in  the 
following-named  branches  of  education  :  First. 
Spelling,  reading,  writing,  and  the  grammatical 
construction  of  the  English  language.  Second. 
An  outline  of  the  physical  and  political  geogra- 
phy and  of  the  history  of  the  United  States. 
Third.  Arithmetic,  to  include  the  decimal  numer- 
ation, the  four. ground  rules,  the  tables  of  the 
standard  weights  and  measures,  and  the  coins  of 
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the  United  States,  JEngland,  and  France ;  reduc- 
tion of  weights,  measures,  and  so  forth  ;  vulgar 
and  decimal  fractions,  and  ratios  and  proportions. 
Fourth.  Algebra,  to  include  the  solution  and  dis- 
cussion of  equations  of  the  second  degree.  Fifth, 
Geometry,  to  comprise  the  principal  theorems 
and  problems  of  plane  geometry  which  treat  of 
right  lines,  angles,  triangles,  polygons,  and  the 
circle.  That  the  President  may,  from  time  to 
time,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Annual 
Board  of  Visitors  and  the  Academic  Board  of  the 
Military  Academy,  make  such  changes  in  the 
qualifications  for  admission  provided  for  in  the 
preceding  section  as  may  be  deemed  necessary. 
That  on  and  after  the  first  day  of  July,  1866,  no 
person  shall  be  admitted  a  cadet  at  the  Military 
Academy,  nor  shall  any  cadet  receive  a  com- 
mission in  the  army,  who  has  not  undergone  a 
medical  examination,  and  been  pronounced  physi- 
cally qualified  for  the  duties  of  a  soldier."  The 
bill  was  not  reported  back  from  the  Military 
Committee. 

No.  LXXV.  —  The  Joint  Resolution  tendering 
the  Thanhs  of  the  People  and  of  Congress  to 
Major- General  William  T.  Sherman,  and  the 
Officers  and  Soldiers  of  his  Command,  for 
their  gallant  Conduct  in  their  brilliant  Move- 
ment through  Georgia. 

In  the  House,  on  the  fifth  of  January,  1865, 
Mr.  Cole,  of  California,  introduced  a  joint  reso- 
lution tendering  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  Ma- 
jor-General  William  T.  Sherman.  The  resolution 
declared :  That  the  thanks  of  the  people  and  of 
Congress  be  tendered  to  Major-General  William 
T.  Sherman,  and  through  him  to  the  officers  and 
men  under  his  command,  for  their  gallantry  and 
good  conduct  in  their  brilliant  expedition  through 
Georgia.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Garfield,  the  reso- 
lution was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

On  the  sixth,  Mr.  Schenck,  from  the  Military 
Committee,  reported  back  the  resolution  with  a 
substitute,  enlarging  its  scope  so  as  to  include 
the  campaign  from  Chattanooga  to  Atlanta.  The 
substitute  provided:  "That  the  thanks  of  the 
people  and  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
be  tendered  to  Major-General  William  T.  Sher- 
man, and  through  him  to  the  officers  and  men 
under  his  command,  for  their  gallantry  and  good 
conduct  in  their  campaign  from  Chattanooga  to 
Atlanta,  and  the  triumphal  march  thence  through 
Georgia  to  Savannah,  terminating  in  the  capture 
and  occupation  of  that  city  ;  and  that  the  Presi- 
dent cause  a  copy  of  the  resolution  to  be  en- 
grossed and  forwarded  to  General  Sherman."  The 
substitute  was  agreed  to,  and  the  joint  resolution 
as  amended  passed. 

In  the  Senate,  a  message  was  received  from 
the  House  announcing  the  passage  of  the  joint 
resolution  tendering  the  thanks  of  the  people 
and  of  Congress  to  Major-General  Sherman,  his 
officers  and  men.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Lane,  of 
Indiana,  the  resolution  was  taken  up  for  consid- 
eration. Mr.  Trumbull  moved. its  reference  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.   In  making 


the  motion,  he  said :  "  The  whole  country  ap- 
predates — I  certainly  do — the  distinguished  ser* 
ices  of  Major-General  Sherman  ;  but  I  think  we 
had  better  not  take  the  resolution  out  of  tat 
ordinary  course."    Mr.  Johnson  declared  that 
44  however  proper  it  might  have  been,  even  if 
there  were  a  uniform  rule,  to  make  the  reference 
suggested  by  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  yet,  as 
the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Indiana  was  1» 
take  the  resolution  up  that  it  might  be  acted 
upon  at  once,  a  delay  now  in  acting  upon  it, 
(although  I  am  sure  such  is  not  the  motive  that 
governs  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  or  would  gov- 
ern any  other  member  of*  the  Senate,)  would  be 
considered,  perhaps,  by  the  public  as  an  intima- 
tion or  an  indication  that  there  was,  on  the  part 
of  some  one  member  of  the  Senate,  an  unwilling* 
ncss  to  award  this  tribute  to  that  gallant  officer 
and  his  men."    Mr.  Foster  said :  44  The  thanks 
of  Congress  to  an  officer  for  gallant  service  I 
deem  to  be  an  honor  and  a  great  honor ;  but  it 
is  only  when  they  are  cordially  and  without 
hesitation  offered.    If  we  are  to  hesitate  and 
higgle  about  thanking  an  officer  or  an  army,  I 
think  we  had  better  do  nothing  about  it.  I 
hope  we  shall  act  upon  this  resolution  without  a 
reference."  44  When  General  Sherman,"  said  Mr. 
Clark,  44  cut  loose  from  Atlanta,  and  marched 
upon  the  coast,  it  was  said  that  he  violated  all 
the  proprieties  and  rules  of  the  military  service. 
I  would  be  glad,  in  this  instance,  to  violate  the 
practice  of  the  Senate,  and  give  him  the  thanks 
of  Congress."    Mr.  Davis  said  the  vote  of  thanks 
would  have  more  moral  value  to  the  hero  it  was 
intended  to  honor  if  it  were  done  deliberately  and 
according  to  the  practice  of  the  Senate.  The 
motion  to  refer  was  lost,  and  the  joint  resolution 
was  unanimously  passed,  and  approved  by  the 
President  on  the  tenth  of  January,  1865. 

No.  LXXVI.  —  The  Resolution  to  present  tiu 
Thanty  of  Congress  to  Major-General  Alfred 
H.  Terry,  and  the  Officers  and  Men  under  hit 
Command. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  eighteenth  of  January, 
1865,  Mr.  Dixon,  of  Connecticut,  introduced  a 
joint  resolution  '  tendering  the  thanks  of  Con- 
gress to  Major-General  Alfred  H.  Terry  for  the 
brilliant  victory  of  Fort  Fisher,  and  it  wis 
read  twice  and  referred  to  the  Military  Commit- 
tee. On  the  nineteenth,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the 
Military  Committee,  reported  it  back  in  a  new 
draft.  The  amendment  of  the  Committee  was 
to  strike  out  after  the  resolving  clause,  and  in- 
sert :  44  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be  presented 
to  Major-General  Alfred  H.  Terry,  and  to  the 
officers  and  men  under  his  command,  for  the  un- 
surpassed gallantry  and  skill  exhibited  by  them 
in  the  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  and  the  brilliant 
and  decisive  victory  by  which  that  important 
work  had  been  captured  from  the  rebel  forces, 
and  placed  in  the  possession  and  under  the 
authority  of  the  United  States,  and  for  their 
long  and  faithful  service  and  unwavering  devo- 
tion to  the  cause  of  the  country  in  the  midst  of 
the  greatest  difficulties  and  dangers. 
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**  And  be  it  further  r&olttd,  That  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  com- 
municate this  resolution  to  Major-General  Terry, 
uid  through  him  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  un- 
der his  command.  The  amendment  was  agreed 
to  The  joint  resolution  passed,  and  the  title 
was  so  amended  as  to  read  :  "A  joint  resolution 
to  present  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  Major 'G  en  - 
and  Alfred  Ih  Terry  and  the  officers  and  men 
under  his  command. ' 

In  the  House,  on  the  twentieth,  the  joint  res- 
olution was  reported  back  by  Mr.  Schenck  from 
the  Military  Committee,  to  whom  it  had  been  re- 
ferred, with  an  amendment  inserting  the  word 
'*  brevet "  before  "  major-general."    The  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to ;  the  joint  resolution  as 
amended  passed  ;  the  Senate  concurred  in  the 
intendment  and  it  was  approved  by  the  Presi- 
Icnt  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  January,  18 Go. 
Sfoh  LXXVTt. —  The  Joint  Resolution  to  present 
the  Thanks  ofCongren  to  Major- General  Phi- 
lip IT.  Sheridan^  and  the  Ojicers  and  Men  vn* 
iter  hie  Command. 

In  the  House,  on  the  twenty-third  of  January, 
,805,  Mr  Wash burne,  of  Illinois,  introduced  a 
foint  resolution  tendering  the  thanks  of  Congress 

0  Major-General  Sheridan,  his  officers  and  men, 
rhich  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
aittee  on  Military  Affairs.  Un  the  twenty-fifth, 
fr.  Doming,  of  Connecticut,  reported  it  back 
nth  an  amendment  in  the  nature  of  a  substitute, 
lie  substitute  declared :  That  the  thanks  of  Con* 
^ess  be  tendered  to  MajOT-Gencral  Philip  H. 
Sheridan  and  the  officers  and  men  under  his 
pmmaud.  for  the  gallantry,  military  skill,  and 
oarage  displayed  in  the  brilliant  series  of  vic- 

1  t  : •  ariii-ved  by  them  in  the  valley  of  tin1 
Shenandoah,  and  especially  for  their  services  at 
Jedar  Run.  on  the  nineteenth  of  Ui'tohcr,  lHtU, 
rhich  retrieved  the  fortunes  of  the  day  and 
verted  a  great  disaster ;  and  it  further  requested 
be  President  of  the  United  States  to  communi- 
st* the  resolution  to  Major-General  Sheridan, 
nd  through  him  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  un- 
er  his  command.  The  substitute  was  agreed 
a,  and  tli©  resolution  as  amended  passed— yeas, 
ne  hundred  and  ihirty-one ;  nays,  two.  In  tho 
•en  ate,  on  the  first  day  of  February,  Mr.  Wil- 
on,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  A  If  airs,  to 
rhom  it  had  been  referred,  reported  back  the 
out  t  resolution  without  amendment.  By  un  an- 
urous consent  it  was  con  si  tiered  and  passed,  and 
pis  approved  by  the  President  on  the  ninth  of 
'ebruftTy/1865. 

fo.  LXXTIIL—  The  Bill  to  increase  the  Pay  of 
the  Officers  of  the  Army,  and  for  other  purposes* 
In  the  House,  on  the  eighteenth  of  February, 
865,  Mr.  Teaman,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Com* 
aittee  on  Military  Affair^  reported  a  bill  to  in- 
resse  the  pay  of  officers  of  the  army.  The  first 
action  provided  that  officers  of  the  army  should 
e  exempt  from  the  tax  on  their  pay,  Tho  second 
ection  provided  that  duringthe  rebellion,  the 
ay  proper  of  staff  and  line-omcers  of  the  army 
«iow  tho  rank  of  hri -a  Jiur -general,  should  bu: 


Colonels  of  infantry  and  artillery,  one  hundred 
Inrty  dollars  ;  liei.iteTdmi-i^tloiurls,  inn?  hun- 
dred  and  twenty  dollars  ;  majors,  one  hundred 
and  five  dollars;  captains,  ninety  dollars;  first 
lieutenants,  seventy-seven  dollars;  second  lieu- 
tenants, seventy  dollars;  colonels  of  all  other 
arms  of  the  service,  o ne  hit n d red  n ti d  sixty-! i v a 
dollars;  lieutenant-colonels,  one  hundred  mnd 
forty  dollars ;  majors,  one  hundred  and  fifteen 
dollars  ;  captains,  one  hundred  and  two  dollars 
and  fifty  cents  ;  lieutenants,  eighty  dollars  and 
thirty 'three  cents.  The  third  section  provided : 
That  hereafter,  whenever  any  officer  or  soldier 
should  be  discharged  from  the  service*  except  by 
way  of  punishment  for  an  offence,  he  should,  he 
furnished  transportation  from  the  place  of  his 
discharge  to  his  then  actual  place  of  residence ; 
or,  in  case  transportation  could  not  be  furnished 
by  the  Government,  then  he  should  be  paid  the 
actual  cost  of  travelling  in  money.  On  motion 
of  Mr.  Rico,  of  Massachusetts,  the  bill  was  so 
amended  as  to  include  naval  officers.  Mr.  Ross, 
of  Illinois,  moved  to  amend  it  so  as  to  increase 
the  pay  of  soldiers  to  twenty  dollars  per  monjh, 
and  it  was  agreed  to— yeas,  eighty -two ;  nays, 
th  irty -three.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Farns  worth,  of 
Illinois,  the  pay  of  assistant  surgeons  was  in- 
creased to  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars 
per  month.  On  motion  of  Mr  Garfield,  the  hill 
was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

No.  LXXIX  —fhe  Bill  to  increase  the  Efficien- 
cy of  the  Medical  Corps  of  the  Army. 
In  the  House,  on  the  twenty-first  of  June, 
18ti4,  Mr.  Schenck,  from  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  increase  the  ef 
ficiency  of  the  medical  corps  of  the  army,  which 
was  passed  without  opposition.  On  the  second 
of  July,  Mr,  Morgan,  of  New- York,  from  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  which  it  had 
been  referred,  reported  it  back  to  the  Senate. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty- third  of  February, 
1805,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  whom  it  had  been  recommitted, 
reported  back  the  House  bill  to  increase  the  ef- 
ficiency of  the  medical  corps  of  the  army  with- 
out am  end  men  i  It  provided:  That  the  medi- 
cal director  of  an  army  in  the  field  consisting  of 
two  or  more  army  corps,  and  the  medical  di- 
rector of  a  military  department  in  which  there 
were  United  States  general  hospitals  containing 
four  thousand  beds  or  upward,  should  have  the 
rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  a  colonel  of  cav- 
alry ;  and  that  the  medical  director  of  an  arm? 
rnrps  in  (In  Ik-Id,  or  of  a  dupniimenL  u>  which 
there  were  United  States  general  hospitals  con- 
taining less  than  four  thousand  beds,  should 
have  tho  rank,  pay  and  emoluments  of  a  lieuten- 
ant-colonel  of  cavalry.  This  increased  rank  and 
pay  should  onty  continue  to  medical  officers 
while  discharging  such  special  duties;  and  the 
assignments  from  time  to  time  to  such  duty 
should  be  at  least  two  thirds  of  them  made  from 
among  the  surgeons  and  assistant  surgeons  of 
volunteers.    Mr,  Hale  desired  to  know  what 
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would  be  "  the  increased  pay  of  these  officers, 
and  how  many  of  them  would  be  increased." 
Mr.  Wilson  replied,  that  the  medical  director  of 
an  army  in  the  field  consisting  of  two  or  more 
corps,  would  be  increased  from  a  major  to  a 
colonel,  and  so  with  a  medical  director  of  a  mil- 
itary department  where  there  wer3  United  States 
general  hospitals  containing  four  thousand  beds 
and  upward.  Wherever  there  was  an  army  con- 
sisting of  more  than  one  corps,  the  medical  di- 
rector would  be  increased  in  rank.  Some  of  the 
directors  of  large  armies,  after  being  in  service 
for  a  long  while — three  years — were  simply  ma- 
jors, .with  the  same  rank  and  pay  with  which 
they  entered  the  service,  and  a  great  many  of 
our  best  surgeons  were  leaving  the  service. 
They  had  no  opportunity  for  promotion.  No 
service,  no  fidelity,  brought  them  an  increase  of 
pay  or  any  reward  whatever.  Many  of  them 
were  leaving  the  service  and  returning  home,  and 
it  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty  that  we  were 
getting  the  necessary  surgeons  for  the  army ;  and 
unless  some  action  was  taken,  a  great  many  of 
our  best  surgeons  would  leave  the  service.  It 
was  in  the  power  of  a  good  surgeon  to  render 
immense  service  to  the  country,  and  to  save  thou- 
sands and  tens  of  thousands  of  dollars  in  the 
army  and  in  the  large  departments  and  hospitals. 
Mr.  Hale  opposed  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were 
ordered  on  its  passage — yeas,  twenty-five  ;  nays, 
three.  So  the  bill  passed  and  was  approved  by 
the  President  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  February, 
1865. 

No.  LXXX. — Army  Register. 

In  the  House,  on  the  eighteenth  of  February, 
Mr.  Schenck,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  a  joint  resolution  authorizing 
and  requiring  the  Secretary  of  War  in  connec- 
tion with  the  army  register  of  1865,  to  cause 
to  be  printed  and  published  a  full  roster  of  all 
general,  field,  line,  and  staft-officers  of  volun- 
teers who  had  been  in  the  army  during  the  re- 
bellion.   It  was  passed  without  a  division. 

In  the  Senate,  the  joint  resolution  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs ;  and  on  the 
twenty -second  of  February  it  was  reported  back 
by  Mr.  Wilson  with  amendments.  The  first 
amendment  was  to  strike  out  all  after  the  word 
"required,"  in  the  second  line,  to  and  including 
"  sixty-five,"  in  line  three,  so  that  it  would  read : 
"  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  authorized  and 
required  to  cause  to  be  printed  and  published 
a  full  roster  of  all  general,  field,  line,  and  staff- 
•  officers  of  volunteers."  The  amendment  was 
agreed  to.  The  second  amendment  was  after 
the  word  "  States,"  in  the  sixth  line,  to  insert 
"  at  any  time ;"  so  that  the  clause  would  read, 
"who  have  been  in  the  army  of  the  United 
States  at  any  time."  The  amendment  was  agreed 
to.  The  third  amendment  was  after  the  word 
"  rebellion,"  in  the  sixth  line,  to  insert  the  words, 
"including  all  informal  organizations  which  have 
been  recognized  or  accepted  and  paid  by  the 
United  States."   The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 


The  fourth  amendment  was  to  strike  out  in  tin 
tenth  line,  the  word  "  fifty,"  and  insert  in  Sen 
of  it,  "  twenty-five,"  so  that  the  clause  would 
read,  "an  edition  of  twenty-five  thousand  copies.1' 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to.  The  fifth  amend- 
ment, was  after  the  word  "  binding,"  in  the  fit 
teenth  line,  to  strike  out  the  words,  44  and  shall 
not  in  any  case  exceed  one  dollar  per  volume." 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  resolu- 
tion as  amended  passed.  The  House  concurred 
in  these  amendments,  except  the  last  one.  The 
Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  receded  fnm 
its  fifth  amendment  So  the  joint  resolution 
was  passed,  and  approved  by  the  President  oa 
the  second  of  March,  1865. 

No.  LXXXL— The  Bill  for  the  letter  Org*** 
zation,  of  the  Subsistence  Department. 
In  the  House,  on  the  fifteenth  of  December; 
1864,  Mr.  Schenck,  of  Ohio,  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  a  bill  for  the  bet- 
ter organization  of  the  subsistence  department, 
which  was  read  twice  and  recommitted.  On 
the  eighteenth  of  February,  1865,  Mr.  Schenck 
reported  back  the  bill  with  amendments,  which 
were  agreed  to.  The  bill  provided :  That  during 
the  continuance  of  the  rebellion,  the  Secretary 
of  War  might  assign  to  each  geographical  xa&> 
tary  division,  to  each  separate  army  in  the  field 
consisting  of  more  than  one  army  corps,  to  each 
military  department,  and  to  each  principal  sub- 
sistence depot,  not  exceeding  ten  in  number,  in 
officer  of  tlie  subsistence  department  to  act  as 
chief  commissary,  and  also  an  officer  of  the  sub- 
sistence department  as  assistant  in  the  office  of 
the  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence,  each  of 
whom,  while  so  assigned  and  acting,  should  have 
the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  a  colonel  of 
the  subsistence  department ;  and,  in  like  manner, 
might  assign,  for  purposes  of  inspection  or  other 
special  duty  in  the  subsistence  department,  com- 
missaries of  subsistence,  not  exceeding  six  in 
number,  each  of  whom,  while  so  assigned  and 
acting,  should  have  the  temporary  rank,  pay,  and 
emoluments  of  a  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  sub- 
sistence department ;  and  to  each  army  corps  at 
officer  of  the  subsistence  department,  to  be  chief 
commissary  of  the  corps,  with  the  like  rank  of 
lieutenant-colonel ;  and,  in  like  manner,  ought 
assign  to  each  division  of  two  or  more  brigades  I 
commissary,  who,  while  so  assigned  and  acting 
should  have  the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  a 
major  of  the  subsistence  department :  Provide^ 
That  when  any  one  of  said  officers  was  relieved 
from  such  duty,  his  increased  rank,  pay,  and 
emoluments,  allowed  because  of  such  assignment, 
should  cease,  and  he  should  return  to  his  commis- 
sioned rank  in  the  subsistence  department:  And 
provided  further,  That  the  officers  authorized  to  bo 
assigned  by  the  act  should  be  selected  from  the 
commissaries  of  subsistence  who  held  commis- 
sions or  rank  in  the  volunteer  service  only. 

The  second  section  provided  that  the  Presi- 
dent might  appoint^  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  as  many  commissaries  of 
subsistence  of  volunteers,  with  the  rank  of  cap- 
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tun,  as  the  exigencies  of  the  service  might  re- 
quire. The  hill,  as  amended,  was  passed  with- 
out debate. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-second,  Mr.  Wil- 
son, from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to 
whom  it  had  been  referred,  reported  back  with 
Amendments  the  House  bill  for  the  better  organ- 
isation of  the  subsistence  department.  On  the 
tirenty-third,  the  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wil- 
son, proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  and  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  Military  Committee.  The 
House  bill  excluded  all  army  officers  from  the 
promotions  provided  for  by  the  bill ;  and  the 
Committee  reported  an  amendment,  giving  at 
least  two  thirds  in  each  grade  to  commissaries 
in  the  volunteer  service;  and  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Trumbull,  the 
second  section  authorizing  the  appointment  of  as 
many  commissaries  as  the  exigencies  of  the  serv- 
ice might  require  was  stricken  out  The  bill 
at  amended  was  then  passed  without  a  division. 

On  the  eighteenth  of  March,  Mr.  Schenck 
moved  to  take  from  the  Speaker's  table  the  bill 
for  the  better  organization  of  the  commissary 
department  The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  non-concurred  in. 
The  Senate  on  the  third,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wil- 
son, insisted  on  its  amendments.  The  House  in- 
sisted upon  its  disagreement,  and  asked  a  com- 
mittee of  conference.  The  Senate,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Wilson,  agreed  to  a  committee  of  confer- 
ence, and  appointed  Mr.  Morgan,  of  New- York, 
Mr.  Sprague,  of  Rhode  Island,  and  Mr.  Powell, 
of  Kentucky,  managers.  Mr.  Morgan,  from  the 
committee  of  conference,  reported,  that  the  pro- 
viso should  read :  That  the  officers  authorized  by 
the  act  should  be  selected  for  each  grade  from 
the  commissaries  of  subsistence  who  held  com- 
missions or  rank  in  the  volunteer  service,  and  in 
the  regular  subsistence  department,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  number  of  each  of  said  classes  re- 
spectively in  service  at  the  date  of  its  passage. 
The  report  was  concurred  in.  The  House  adopt- 
ed the  report  on  motion  of  Mr.  Schenck,  and  the 
bill  was  approved  by  the  President  on  the  third 
of  March,  1865. 

No.  LXXXII.— The  BiU  more  effectually  to 
provide  for  the  National  Defence  by  Estab- 
lishing a  Uniform  Militia  throughout  the 
United  States. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  ninth  of  February,  1865, 
Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced  a  bill 
to  establish  a  uniform  militia  throughout  the 
United  States,  which  was  read  twice  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

On  the  twenty-second  of  February,  Mr.  Wilson 
reported  it  back.  It  consisted  of  ten  sections, 
sod  provided : 

1st  That  every  male  citizen,  or  person  who 
had  declared  his  intention  to  become  such,  be- 
tween twenty-one  and  forty-five  years  of  age, 
should  be  enrolled  in  the  militia. 

2<L  That  the  following  should  be  enrolled  but 
exempted,  namely:  The  Vice-President,  judicial 
and  executive  officers,  members  of  Congress  and 


officers,  custom-house  officers  and  clerks,  in- 
spectors of  exports,  pilots,  mariners  in  service, 
officers  who  had  served  three  years  in  the  army, 
navy,  or  militia,  soldiers  and  sailors  in  the  army 
or  navy,  artificers  or  workmen  in  the  armories, 
postmasters  and  assistants,  post-officers,  post- 
riders  and  stage-drivers  in  the  service  of  the* 
United  States,  ferrymen  on  post-roads,  telegraph 
operators  on  duty,  Quakers  and  Shakers,  and  all 
persons  then  or  thereafter  exempted  from  militia 
duty  by  State  law. 

3d.  Idiots,  lunatics,  common  drunkards,  vaga- 
bonds, paupers  or  criminals  should  not  be  al- 
lowed to  serve. 

4th.  Arranged  the  militia  into  divisions,  bri- 
gades, regiments,  battalions,  companies,  and  bat- 
teries, and  enumerates  the  rank  and  number  of 
officers  to  be  attached  thereto,  also  the  number 
of  privates. 

5th.  Established  a  militia  bureau  in  the  War 
Department  for  the  carrying  out  of  all  laws  per- 
taining to  the  militia. 

6th.  Designated  the  title  of  the  chief  officer  of 
such  bureau,  and  defines  his  duty. 

7th.  Secretary  of  War  authorized  to  appoint 
clerks,  and  classify  and  pay  them. 

8th.  Assistant  adjutant-generals  were  to  be 
appointed  in  each  State,  and  cooperate  with  chief 
of  bureau,  and  defines  their  duties. 

9th.  When  the  militia  was  called  out  or  ac- 
cepted by  the  President,  pay  and  pensions  were 
to  be  the  same  as  to  the  regular  array. 

10th.  Repeals  certain  acts  relative  to  militia 
then  in  operation. 

No  action  was  taken  on  this  bill  during  the 
remainder  of  the  session. 

No.  LXXXIII. — The  Joint  Resolution  to  en- 
courage the  Employment  of  Disabled  and  Die- 
charged  Soldiers. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  fourteenth  of  February, 
1865,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  citizens  of  Boston,  praying  the  enactment  of  a 
law  preferring  the  appointment  to  all  inferior 
offices  of  persons  honorably  discharged  from  the 
military  or  naval  service,  submitted  a  report  and 
joint  resolution  to  encourage  the  employment  of 
disabled  and-  discharged  soldiers.  The  report 
set  forth :  That  it  was  the  imperative  duty  of  the 
national  and  State  governments  to  give  the  pre- 
ference for  appointments  in  the  various  oivil 
offices  to  persons  who  had  been  honorably  dis- 
charged from  the  military  or  naval  service  of 
the  United  States,  or  who  had  suffered  perman- 
ent disability  while  in  the  service,  provided  they 
possessed  the  qualifications  necessary  to  prop- 
erly discharge  the  duties  of  such  offices.  The 
number  of  civil  offices,  however,  in  the  various 
departments  of  the  government,  though  large 
at  present,  bore  but  a  small  proportion  to  the 
number  of  persons  who  had  honorably  served 
their  country  in  the  field,  and  who  had  been  dis- 
abled by  woundg  or  disease  incurred  in  the  line 
of  duty.  The  great  mass  of  the  men  who  had 
served  the  country  in  the  army  and  navy  must, 
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of  necessity,  engage  again  in  the  varied  avoca- 
tions of  civil  life.  While  it  was,  therefore,  the 
duty  of  the  national  government,  in  its  civil  ap- 
pointments, to  give  the  preference  to  men  who 
had  been  maimed  by  wounds,  or  broken  by  dis- 
ease, it  was  the  sacred  duty  of  bankers,  mer- 
chants, manufacturers,  mechanics,  farmers,  and 
business  men  in  all  the  various  avocations,  to 
give  the  preference  in  all  industrial  pursuits  to 
soldiers  who  had  been  honorably  discharged  from 
the  service  of  their  country.  The  joint  resolu- 
tion declared  that  persons  honorably  discharged 
from  the  military  or  naval  service  by  reason  of 
disability  resulting  from  wounds  or  sickness  in- 
curred in  the  line  of  duty,  should  be  preferred 
for  appointments  to  civil  offices,  provided  they 
should  be  found  to  possess  the  business  capacity 
necessary  for  the  proper  discharge  of  the  duties 
of  such  offices ;  that,  in  grateful  recognition  of 
the  services,  sacrifices,  and  sufferings  of  persons 
honorably  discharged  from  the  military  and 
naval  service  by  reason  of  wounds,  disease,  or 
the  expiration  of  terms  of  enlistment,  it  was 
respectfully  recommended  to  bankers,  merchants, 
manufacturers,  mechanics,  farmers,  and  persons 
engaged  in  industrial  pursuits,  to  give  them  the 
preference  for  appointments  to  remunerative  sit- 
uations and  employments. 

On  the  twenty-third  of  March,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Wilson,  the  joint  resolution  was  taken  up, 
and  it  passed  without  division  in  both  Houses, 
and  was  approved  by  the  President  on  the  third 
of  March,  1865. 

No.  LXXXIV.— The  Bill  to  provide  for  a  Cliief 
of  Staff  to  the  Lieutenant- General  Command- 
ing the  Armies  of  the  United  States. 
In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty- fifth  of  February, 
1805,  Mr.  Wilson  introduced  a  bill  to  provide  for 
a  chief  of  staff  to  the  Lieutenant-Gcneral  com- 
manding the  armies  of  the  United  States,  which 
was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Military 
Committee.  On  the  first  day  of  March,  Mr. 
Wilson  reported  it  back  without  amendment. 
By  unanimous  consent,  the  Senate  proceeded  to 
consider  the  bill,  which  provided  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  might,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  appoint  a 
chief  of  staff  to  the  Lieutenant-General  com- 
manding the  armies  of  the  United  States,  who 
should  have  the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  a 
brigadier-general  in  the  United  States  army.  It 
was  passed  without  debate  or  opposition.  On 
the  second  of  March,  the  House,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Schenck,  took  the  bill  from  the  Speaker's 
table,  and  passed  it  without  opposition.  It  was 
approved  by  the  President  on  the  third  of  March, 
1865. 

No.  LXXXV. —  The  Joint  Resolution  tendering 
the  Thanks  of  Congress  to  Majar- General 
George  H.  Thomas^  and  the  Army  under  his 
Command. 

In  the  House,  on  the  nineteenth  of  January, 
1865,  Mr.  Cox,  of  Ohio,  introduced  a  joint  reso- 
ution,  tendering  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  Major- 


General  George  H.  Thomas  and  the  army  undt 
his  command,  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Military  Committee.  On  the  twentieth 
Mr.  Garfield,  of  Ohio,  reported  it  back,  with  a 
amendment  in  the  nature  of  a  substitute.  Tbi 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Military  Committal 
was,  to  strike  out  all  after  the  word  "  resolved," 
and  insert :  u  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be 
tendered  to  Major-General  H.  Thomas,  and  tin 
officers  and  soldiers  under  his  command,  far 
their  skill  and  dauntless  courage,  by  which  tin 
rebel  army  under  General  Hood  was  signally 
defeated  and  driven  from  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see."  The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
resolution  as  amended  passed. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  eleventh  of  February, 
Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  on  MilitttT 
Affairs,  to  whom  it  had  been  referred,  reported 
back  the  joint  resolution,  tendering  the  thanks 
of  Congress  to  Major-General  Thomas,  without 
amendment  On  the  twentieth,  Mr.  Brown,  of 
Missouri,  called  up  the  resolution,  and  proposed 
an  amendment,  tendering  the  thanks  of  Congress 
to  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee.  The  amendment 
was  received  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  On  too 
twenty-first,  the  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wil- 
son, proceeded  to  consider  the  joint  resolution. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Brown,  it  was  amended,  by 
adding  that  the  thanks  of  Congress  be  tendered 
to  Captain  S.  Phillips  Lee,  and  to  the  officers  and  | 
seamen  under  his  command,  for  the  skill,  gallant- 
ry, and  good  conduct  exhibited  by  them  in  co- 
operation with  the  land  forces  under  command 
of  Major-General  Thomas  in  the  great  and  de- 
cisive victories  in  Tennessee.  The  resolution  at 
amended  was  then  passed. 

On  the  third  of  March,  Mr.  Schenck,  from  too 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  reported  back  the 
joint  resolution,  with  a  recommendation  that  the 
amendment  tendering  the  thanks  of  Congress  to 
Captain  Lee  be  not  concurred  in ;  and  the  amend- 
ment was  not  agreed  to. 

The  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Brown,  receded 
from  its  amendment,  and  the  joint  resolution  was 
passed,  and  was  approved  by  the  President  oa 
the  third  of  March,  1865. 

No.  LXXXVI.— The  Bill  far  the  Better  Organi- 
zation of  the  Pay  Department  of  the  Army. 
In  the  Senate,  on  the  thirtieth  of  January, 
1865,  Mr.  Wilson  introduced  a  bill  for  the  bettar 
organization  of  the  pay  department  of  the  array, 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Mili- 
tary Committee.  On  the  ninth  of  February,  Mr. 
Wilson  reported  it  back  without  amendment  It 
provided  that  the  Paymaster-General  should  have 
the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  brigadier-gen- 
eral. That  there  should  be  added  to  the  pay 
department  two  assistant  pay  master  -  generals, 
who  should  be  ex-officio  inspector-generals  of 
the  department,  with  the  rank,  pay,  and  emolu- 
ments of  colonels  of  infantry.  That  the  appoint- 
ments to  these  offices  should  be  made  by  selec- 
tion from  the  officers  of  the  pay  department 
including  the  additional  paymasters  and  tbi 
chief  clerk,  and  who  should  have  had  at  least 
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two  years'  sendee.  That  the  assistant  and  dep- 
uty paymaster-generals  should  give  bonds.  That 
whenever  a  pay  district  should  be  established, 
Jar  the  charge  of  which  no  assistant  or  deputy 
paymaster-general  should  be  available  as  chief, 
tike  Secretary  of  War  might  detail  any  paymaster 
or  additional  paymaster  to  do  the  duties  of  such 
chief;  and  during  the  continuance  of  such  de- 
tail, the  officer  so  detailed  should  have  the  rank, 
pay,  and  emoluments  of  a  deputy  paymaster- 

Eneral.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  should 
Te  authority  to  detail  officers  of  the  pay  de- 
partment for  duty  as  inspectors  of  such  depart- 
mmt,  not  exceeding  four  at  any  one  time. 

On  the  twenty-fourth,  Mr.  Sprague,  from  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  the  bill 
had  been  recommitted,  reported  it  back  without 
amendment,  and  on  his  motion,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  it  Mr.  Sprague  moved  to 
amend  the  third  section,  so  that  two  thirds  of 
the  appointments  should  bo  from  the  volunteer 
paymasters,  and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
On  Mr.  Sprague's  motion,  it  was  further  amend- 
ed, so  that  the  provisions  of  the  act  should  con- 
tinue to  the  end  of  the  war  and  one  year  there- 
after. On  the  first  of  March,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded further  to  consider  the  bill,  and  after  de- 
bate it  was  passed  over  and  not  again  taken  up. 
It  was  twice  moved  by  Mr.  Sprague  as  an  amend- 
ment, but  failed. 

No.  LXXXVII.— The  Bill  to  incorporate  the 
National  Military  and  Naval  Asylum. 
In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  Febru- 
ary, 1865,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  incorporate  a 
national,  military,  and  naval  asylum  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  totally  disabled  officers  and  men  of 
the  volunteer  forces  of  the  United  States,  which 
was  read  twice.  The  bill  provided  :  That  General 
Grant,  Admiral  Farragut,  Vice-President  Ham- 
fin,  Andrew  Johnson,  Vice-President  elect,  Chief- 
Justice  Chase,  Mr.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War, 
■nd  Mr.  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and 
ninety-three  other  eminent  citizens  of  the  coun- 
try should  be  a  body  corporate  for  the  purposes 
of  the  act  That  the  corporation  should  consist 
of  one  hundred  members,  and  have  power  to  fill 
all  vacancies  created  by  death,  resignation,  or 
otherwise,  and  to  make  by-laws,  rules,  and  regu- 
lations. That  the  business  of  the  corporation 
should  be  managed  by  a  board  of  twelve  direct- 
ors, a  president,  two  vice-presidents,  and  a  sec- 
retary. That  the  board  of  directors  should  have 
authority  to  procure  a  site  for  a  military  asylum 
for  officers  and  men  of  the  volunteer  forces  of  the 
United  States,  who  had  been  or  might  thereafter 
be  totally  disabled  by  wounds  received  or  sick- 
ness contracted  while  in  the  line  of  their  duty 
daring  the  rebellion.  That  for  the  establish- 
ment and  support  of  this  asylum,  there  should 
be  appropriated  all  stoppages  or  fines  adjudged 
against  volunteer  officers,  soldiers,  or  seamen, 
by  sentence  of  courts- martial  or  military  com- 
mission, all  forfeitures  on  account  of  desertion 
from  the  volunteer  service,  and  all  moneys  due 
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deceased  volunteer  officers,  soldiers,  or  seamen, 
which  then  were  or  should  be  unclaimed  for  thre< 
years  after  the  death  of  such  officers,  soldiers,  ot 
seamen,  and  all  donations  of  money  or  property 
by  any  person  or  persons  for  the  benefit  of  tht 
asylum.  That  the  selection  of  the  site  for  the 
asylum,  and  the  plan  of  the  buildings,  and  the 
rules  for  the  general  and  internal  direction  of 
the  asylum  should  be  made  by  the  directors : 
but  no  selection  of  a  site  for  the  asylum,  or 
adoption  of  any  plan  of  buildings,  should  bt 
agreed  upon  until  after  the  sum  of  half  a  million 
of  dollars  should  have  been  first  subscribed  or 
donated,  and  paid  into  the  treasury  of  said  cor- 
poration. That  the  officers  of  the  asylum  should 
consist  of  a  governor,  a  deputy  governor,  a  sec- 
retary, and  a  treasurer ;  and  such  officers  should 
be  appointed  from  the  pensioned  officers  of  the 
volunteer  force.  That  all  volunteer  officers,  sol- 
diers, and  seamen,  who  had  served  during  the 
rebellion,  who  had  been  totally  disabled  by 
wounds  received  or  sickness  contracted  in  the 
line  of  their  duty,  should  be  entitled  to  the 
benefits  of  the  asylum.  That  the  directors 
should  make  an  annual  report  of  the  condition 
of  the  asylum  to  the  War  Department,  which 
should  be  communicated  to  Congress.  That  all 
inmates  of  the  asylum  should  be  made  subject 
to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war,  and  be  governed 
thereby  as  if  they  were  in  the  army  or  navy. 

On  the  first  of  March,  in  the  Senate,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  bill  was  taken  up,  and 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Hale  amended,  so  that  Congress 
might  thereafter  alter,  amend,  or  repeal  the  act; 
and  further  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hen- 
dricks, so  as  to  make  it  a  corporate  body  in  the 
District  of  Columbia.  It  was  then  passed  as 
amended.  In  the  House,  on  the  second  of 
March,  the  bill  was  taken  from  the  Speaker's 
table  and  passed.  It  was  approved  by  the 
President  on  the  third  of  March,  1865. 

No.  LXXXVIIL— The  Bill  to  amend  the  several 
Acts  heretofore  passed  to  provide  for  the  En- 
rolling and  Galling  out  the  National  Forces. 
In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  January* 
18G5,  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced 
a  bill  in  addition  to  the  several  acts  for  enrolling 
and  calling  out  the  national  forces,  and  for  other 
purposes,  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  On  the  thir- 
tieth, Mr.  Wilson  reported  it  back  with  an  amend- 
ment as  a  substitute.  This  substitute  declared : 
That  any  person  enrolled  and  liable  to  be  draft- 
ed, might  be  accepted  as  a  substitute  for  a  draft- 
ed person.  That  no  person  owing  military  serv- 
ice should  be  exempted  from  liability  on  account 
of  furnishing  a  substitute  for  the  navy,  unless 
the  substitute  was  presented  in  person  to  the 
board  of  enrolment,  and  was  accepted  by  the 
board. 

That  any  recruiting  agent,  substitute  broker, 
or  other  person,  who  should  enlist  as  a  volunteer 
or  substitute  any  insane  person,  or  a  person  in  a 
condition  of  intoxication,  or  a  deserter  from  the 
military  or  naval  service,  knowing  him  to  be 
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such,  or  who  should  defraud  or  deprive  any  vol- 
unteer or  substitute  of  any  portion  of  the  State, 
local,  or  United  States  bounty,  should  be  fined 
not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  or  imprison- 
ed not  exceeding  two  years,  or  both,  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  a  court-martial  or  military  commission. 

That  any  officer  who  should  muster  into  the 
military  or  naval  service  of  the  United  States, 
any  deserter  from  the  service,  or  insane  person, 
or  person  in  a  condition  of  intoxication,  knowing 
him  to  be  such,  should  be  dishonorably  dismissed 
the  service. 

That  all  State  and  local  bounties  should  be 
paid  in  instalments,  one  third  at  the  time  of  mus- 
ter into  service,  one  third  at  the  expiration  of 
half  the  term  of  service,  and  one  third  at  the  ex- 
piration of  the  term  of  service. 

That  the  remainder  of  the  term  of  service  of 
any  person  who  should  thereafter  enter  the  mili- 
tary or  naval  service  as  a  volunteer  or  drafted 
man,  and  should  desert  therefrom,  should  be 
added  to  the  amount  of  service  due  from  the  dis- 
trict to  which  such  volunteer  or  drafted  man 
should  have  been  credited. 

That,  in  addition  to  the  other  lawful  penalties 
of  the  crime  of  desertion,  all  persons  who  had 
deserted  the  military  or  naval  service,  who  should 
not  return  to  the  service  within  sixty  days,  should 
be  deemed  to  have  voluntarily  relinquished  and' 
forfeited  their  rights  of  citizenship  and  their 
rights  to  become  citizens;  and  such  deserters 
should  be  for  ever  incapable  of  holding  any  office 
of  trust  or  profit  under  the  United  States,  or  of 
exercising  any  of  the  rights  of  citizens ;  and  all 
persons*  who  should  hereafter  desert  the  military 
or  naval  service  should  be  liable  to  these  penal- 
ties. 

That  the  President  be  authorized  and  required 
to  issue  his  proclamation  setting  forth  these  pro- 
visions. 

On  the  sixth  of  February,  the  Senate,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Wilson,  proceeded  to  consider  the 
hill,  the  pending  question  being  on  the  substitute 
leported  by  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  Hendricks,  of  Indiana,  the  fifth 
section,  relative  to  State  and  local  bounties,  was 
rttricken  out  Mr.  Willey,  of  West-Virginia, 
moved  to  add  a  section,  discharging  any  soldier 
!>elonging  to  any  regiment  or  organization  mus- 
tered out  of  the  service,  who  enlisted  under  a 
promise  given  by  the  recruiting  officer  or  by  the 
governor  or  adjutant-general  of  the  State;  that 
the  enlistment  should  only  be  for  the  unexpired 
term  of  the  regiment  or  other  organization.  The 
amendment  was  supported  by  Mr.  Willey,  Mr. 
Hendricks,  and  Mr.  Grimes,  and  opposed  by  Mr. 
Wilson,  Mr.  Brown,  and  Mr.  Conness,  and  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  Buckalew,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  to  re- 
peal the  act  allowing  the  executives  of  States  to 
send  recruiting  agents  into  the  States  declared  in 
rebellion.  The  motion  was  supported  by  Mr. 
Saulsbury,  Mr.  Buckalew,  Mr.  Grimes,  Mr.  Sher- 
man, Mr.  Davis,  Mr.  Ten  Eyck,  and  Mr.  Powell, 
and  opposed  by  Mr.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  Sumner ; 
and  agreed  to — yeas,  twenty-eight ;  nays,  twelve. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Connesa,  the  bill  was  amended, 
so  that  any  recruiting  agent,  substitute  broker, 
or  other  person  liable  to  punishment  for  eels* 
ing  an  insane  or  drunken  person,  should  do  st 
"for  pay  or  profit"  Mr.  Cowan,  on  the  seventh, 
moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  oat  tm 
words,  "  court-martial  or  military  commiggaoa,11 
and  inserting,  "  courts  of  the  United  Stata, 
having  competent  jurisdiction,"  so  that  recrtriunr 
agents  and  substitute  brokers  should  be  tried  fcy 
the  civil  rather  than  the  military  tribunals.  Us 
amendment  was  agreed  to — yeas,  twenty-mat; 
nays,  fourteen.  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  moved  to 
repeal  all  laws  allowing  substitutes  for  drafted 

Sersons ;  lost — yeas  seven  ;  nays,  thirty-*** 
[r.  Hendricks  moved  to  exempt  the  heads  of 
executive  departments,  judges,  and  members  of 
Congress — yeas,  nine ;  nays,  twenty-seven.  Mr. 
Davis  moved  that  before  another  draft  then 
should  be  a  new  enrolment ;  but  the  motion  wit 
lost — yeas,  eleven  ;  nays,  twenty-three.  Tbt 
bill  was  then  passed  without  a  division. 

In  the  House,  on  the  sixteenth  of  January, 
Mr.  Schenck,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  A£ 
fairs,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  the  several  seel 
relating  to  enrolment  and  draft,  which  was  read 
twice,  and  recommitted  to  the  Committee.  Oa 
the  seventeenth  of  February,  the  bill  which  bat 
been  reported  on  the  nineteenth  of  January,  wm 
ordered  to  bo  printed  with  the  amendments  pre- 
pared to  be  reported.  On  the  twenty-first,  the 
House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill.  It  consisted 
of  fourteen  sections,  and  provided :  That  it  should 
be  the  duty  of  every  person  liable  to  be  enrolled 
to  report  himself  in  person  or  by  letter  to  tat 
enrolling  board  of  his  district 

That  all  persons  mustered  into  the  military  tr 
naval  service  should  be  credited  to  the  State,  asd 
to  the  ward,  township,  precinct,  or  other  enrtl- 
ment  sub-district  where  such  persons  belonged 
by  actual  residence. 

That,  in  computing  quotas,  credit  should  be 
given  to  the  several  districts  and  sub-districts  fer 
all  men  furnished  from  them  during  the  rebel- 
lion, for  any  period  of  service  of  not  less  thes 
three  months,  calculating  the  number  of  days  far 
which  such  service  was  furnished,  and  reducing 
the  same  to  years. 

That  no  person  of  foreign  birth  who  had  re- 
sided in  the  United  States  for  three  yean  pre- 
ceding his  arriving  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  and  whose  father  was  subject  to  enrol- 
ment, should  be  exempted  from  enrolment  os 
account  of  being  an  alien. 

That  in  every  case  of  actual  desertion  by  a 
substitute,  if  such  person  so  deserting  should 
have  been,  since  the  passage  of  this  act,  mustered 
into  the  service  as  a  substitute  for  a  person  liable 
to  draft,  the  name  of  such  person  so  liable  to 
draft  should  be  again  placed  upon  the  list;  sod 
he  should  be  liable  to  be  drafted  for  the  unexpertd 
term  of  service  of  such  substitute  so  dests  ting 
That  provost-marshals  should  be  allowed  the 
same  commutation  for  fuel  and  quarters  as  wat 
allowed  to  other  officers,  ranking  as  na  prams  of 
cavalry;  but  the  provost-marshal  surgeon  sod 
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commissioner,  constituting  the  enrolling  board, 
should  not  be  allowed  mileage,  but  only  trans- 
portation in  kind. 

That  there  should  be  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent an  assistant  provost-marshal  general  for 
each  State,  who  should  have  the  rank,  pay,  and 
emoluments  of  a  lieutenant-colonel  of  cavalry. 

That  it  should  not  be  lawful  for  any  person  to 
engage  in  the  business  of  procuring  recruits  or 
substitutes  as  an  agent;  substitute  broker,  or 
otherwise,  for  money  or  profit,  without  having 
first  obtained  from  the  Secretary  of  War  author- 
ity in  writing. 

That  any  recruiting  agent,  substitute  broker, 
or  other  person,  who,  for  pay  or  profit,  should 
enlist,  or  caused  to  be  enlisted,  as  a  volunteer  or 
substitute,  any  insane  person,  or  convict,  or  per- 
son under  indictment  for  a  felony,  or  person  in  a 
condition  of  intoxication,  or  a  deserter,  should, 
upon  conviction  by  any  court-martial,  be  dis- 
honorably dismissed  the  service. 

That,  in  addition  to  the  other  lawful  penalties 
of  the  crime  of  desertion,  all  persons  who  had 
deserted,  who  should  not  return  to  service  within 
sixty  days  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  should 
bo  deemed  to  have  voluntarily  relinquished  and 
forfeited  their  rights  of  citizenship  and  their 
rights  to  become  citizens. 

The  bill  was  further  considered  on  the  twenty- 
third,  twenty-fourth,  twenty-fifth,  twenty-sixth, 
snd  twenty-seventh,  modified  and  amended  in 
several  particulars,  and  passed — yeas,  eighty- 
three;  nays,  forty-six.  On  the  twenty-eighth, 
it  was  read  twice  in  the  Senate,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  On  the  first 
of  March,  Mr.  Wilson  reported  it  back  with 
amendments. 

In  the  House,  on  the  eighteenth  of  February, 
Mr.  Schenck,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs, reported  a  joint  resolution  declaring  and 
defining  the  law  in  relation  to  officers'  servants. 

The  joint  resolution  declared  the  meaning  of 
all  provisions  of  law  relating  to  soldiers  employed 
by  officers  as  servants  to  be:  That,  for  every  sol- 
dier thus  employed  by  any  officer,  there  should 
be  deducted  Irom  the  monthly  pay  of  such  offi- 
cer the  full  monthly  pay  and  allowances  of  the 
soldier  so  employed ;  that  no  officer  should  be 
allowed  any  greater  number  of  servants  than 
provided  by  law,  nor  be  allowed  for  any  servant 
not  actually  in  his  employment ;  that  the  mea- 
sure of  allowance  for  pay  to  officers'  servants 
was  the  pay  of  a  private  soldier,  and  that  no  non- 
commissioned officer  should  be  detailed  or  em- 
ployed to  act  as  a  servant ;  nor  should  any  pri- 
vate soldier  be  so  detailed  or  employed,  except 
with  his  own  consent  The  joint  resolution  was 
passed  without  a  division. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  twentieth,  the  joint  re- 
solution was  referred  to  the  Military  Committee, 
and  on  the  twenty-third,  Mr.  Wilson  reported  it 
hack  without  amendment 

On  the  second  of  March,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  consider  the  joint  resolution.  Mr.  Wilson 
moved  to  strike  out  all  of  the  original  resolu- 
tion, and  insert: 


That  the  measure  of  allowance  for  pay  for  an 
officer's  servant  is  the  pay  of  a  private  soldier,  as 
fixed  by  law  at  the  time ;  that  no  non-commis- 
sioned officer  shall  be  detailed  or  employed  to  act 
as  a  servant,  nor  shall  any  private  soldier  be  so 
detailed  or  employed  except  with  his  own  con- 
sent; that  for  each  soldier  employed  as  a  servant 
by  any  officer,  there  shall  be  deducted  from  the 
monthly  pay  of  such  officer  the  full  monthly  pay 
and  allowances  of  the  soldier  so  employed ;  and 
that,  including  any  soldier  or  soldiers  so  em- 
ployed, no  officer  shall  be  allowed  for  any  greater 
number  of  servants  than  is  now  provided  by  law, 
nor  bo  allowed  for  any  servant  not  actually  and 
in  fact  in  his  employ.    That  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates  in  the  volunteer  service  shall 
receive  the  same  amount  of  clothing  as  non-com- 
missioned officers  and  privates  of  the  same  arm  of 
the  regular  army.    That,  if  a  soldier,  discharged 
for  wounds  received  in  battle,  die  before  receiving 
the  bounty,  provided  by  the  act  of  March  third, 
1863,  the  bounty  due  shall  be  paid  to  the  follow- 
ing persons,  and  in  the  order  following,  and  to  no 
other  person,  to  wit :  first,  to  the  widow  of  such 
deceased  soldier,  if  there  bo  one ;  second,  if  there 
be  no  widow,  then  to  the  children  of  such  de- 
ceased soldier,  share  and  share  alike ;  third,  if 
sdeh  soldier  left  neither  a  widow,  nor  child  nor 
children,  then,  and  in  that  case,  such  bounty 
shall  bo  paid  to  the  following  persons,  provided 
they  be  residents  of  the  United  States,  to  wit : 
first,  to  his  father ;  or,  if  he  shall  not  be  living, 
or  has  abandoned  the  support  of  his  family,  then 
to  the  mother  of  such  soldier,  and  if  there  be 
neither  father  nor  mother,  then  such  bounty  shall 
be  paid  to  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  deceased 
soldier.  That  every  non-commissioned  officer,  pri- 
vate, or  other  person,  who  has  been,  or  shall  here- 
after be,  discharged  from  the  army  by  reason  of 
wounds  received  in  battle,  on  skirmish,  on  picket, 
or  in  action,  or  in  the  line  of  duty,  shall  be  en- 
titled to  receive  the  same  bounty  as  if  he  had 
served  out  his  full  term.  That  all  persons  of  color, 
who  were  enlisted  and  mustered  into  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States  in  South-Carolina,  by 
and  under  the  direction  of  Major-Goneral  Hunter 
and  Brigadier-General  Saxton,  in  pursuance  of  the 
authority  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated  Au- 
gust twenty-fifth,  1802,  u  that  the  persons  so  re- 
ceived into  service,  and  their  officers,  to  be  entitled 
to  and  receive  the  same  pay  and  rations  as  are  al- 
lowed by  law  to  other  volunteers  in  the  service;" 
and  in  every  case  where  it  shall  be  made  to  appear 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  that 
any  regiment  of  colored  troops  has  been  mustered 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  under  any 
assurance  by  the  President  or  the  Secretary  of 
War,  that  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  pri- 
vates of  such  regiment  should  be  paid  the  same 
as  other  troops  of  the  same  arm  of  the  service, 
shall,  from  the  date  of  their  enlistment,  receive 
the  same  pay  and  allowances  as  are  allowed  by 
law  to  other  volunteers  in  the  military  service ; 
and  the  Secretary  of  War  shall  make  all  neces- 
sary regulations  to  cause  payment  to  be  made  in 
accordance  therewith. 
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That  the  President  is  authorized  to  enlist  or 
organize  out  of  troops  already  in  the  service,  six 
( regiments  of  volunteer  engineers. 
•  That  the  President  is  authorized  to  enlist  two 
additional  companies,  to  be  added  to  the  regi- 
ment of  volunteer  engineers,  raised  under  the 
provisions  of  an  act  approved  May  twentieth,  1 864; 
and  the  regiment  shall  be  considered  one  of  the 
regiments  authorized  in  the  preceding  section  of 
this  act 

That,  whenever  a  regiment  in  the  regular  army 
is  reduced  below  the  minimum  number,  no  officer 
shall  be  appointed  in  such  regiment  beyond  those 
necessary  for  the  command  of  such  reduced  num- 
ber. 


That  " acting  assistant  surgeons "  and  "con- 
tract surgeons,  while  in  the  military  service  of 
the  United  States,  shall  be  exempt  from  all  lia- 
bility to  be  drafted.  And  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Trumbull,  the  re- 
solution was  amended  by  adding  as  a  new  sec- 
tion :  That  officers  by  brevet  in  the  regular  army 
shall  receive  the  same  pay  and  allowances  as 
brevet  officers  of  the  same  grade  or  rank  in  the 
volunteer  service,  and  no  more.  Mr.  Sprague 
moved  to  amend  it  by  adding  an  amendment  in 
seven  sections,  to  reorganize  the  pay  department 
of  the  army ;  but  it  was  rejected — yeas,  ten ; 
nays,  nineteen.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kan- 
sas, the  resolution  was  amended  so  that,  when- 
ever the  head  of  any  bureau  in  the  War  Depart- 
ment accepted  any  position  of  a  higher  rank  than 
that  provided  for  by  law,  then  he  should  be  deemed 
as  having  vacated  his  position,  and  should  be 
subject  to  detail  for  field  and  other  duty.  It  was 
further  amended,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Buckalew, 
by  adding:  "That  where  any  revised  enrolment 
in  any  congressional  or  draft  district  has  been  ob- 
tained or  made  prior  to  any  actual  drawing  of 
names  from  the  enrolment  districts,  the  quota  of 
such  district  may  be  adjusted  and  apportioned  to 
such  revised  enrolment,  instead  of  being  applied 
to,  or  based  upon  the  enrolment,  as  it  may  have 
"  stood  before  revision."  On  motion  of  Mr.  Grimes, 
the  resolution  was  amended  by  adding,  as  a  new 
section:  That  no  person  owing  military  service 
should  be  exempted  from  liability  to  perform  the 
same  on  account  of  furnishing  a  substitute  for 
the  navy,  unless  the  substitute  was  presented  in 
person  to  the  board  of  enrolment  by  which  the 
principal  was  enrolled.  The  joint  resolution,  as 
amended,  was  then  passed. 

In  the  House,  on  the  third  of  March,  Mr. 
Schenck,  from  the  Military  Committee,  reported 
back  the  joint  resolution,  with  an  amendment  to 
the  Senate  amendment ;  and  the  House  proceeded  < 
to  consider  the  resolution  and  the  amendments.  > 
Mr.  Schenck  explained  the  proposed  amendments.  | 
The  Senate  amendments  provided  that  brevetted ' 
officers  of  the  regular  army  should  bo  placed  on  j 
the  same  footing  as  brevetted  officers  of  the  vol- ' 
unteeers  that  were  not  allowed  increased  pay  on 1 
account  of  brevet  rank.  The  Military  Commit- 
tee of  the  House  proposed  so  to  amend  it  as  to 
allow  increased  pay  for  brevet  rank  for  regular 
and  volunteer  officers.    The  Military  Committee 


reported  in  favor  of  authorizing  the  War  Depart- 
ment to  transfer  officers  from  one  branch  of  ti» 

service  to  another,  and  the  Committee  also  report- 
ed in  favor  of  repealing  the  seventeenth  section 
of  the  act  of  the  seventeenth  of  July,  1862,  au- 
thorizing the  President  to  dismiss  officers  with- 
out the  sentence  of  court-martials.  The  Commit-  I 
tee  reported  in  favor  of  amending  the  Senate  i 
amendments  by  adding  several  sections  of  the  1 
bill  passed  by  the  House  amendatory  of  the  en- 
rolment acts.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Famsworth,  tin 
twelfth  section  of  the  Senate  amendment,  intro- 
duced by  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  which  would  have 
required  the  removal  of  General  Meigs  from  the 
quartermaster's  department,  was  stricken  out 
Mr.  Holman  moved  an  amendment  to  muster  oat 
soldiers  with  their  regiments  or  batteries  who 
were  enlisted  in  1862  and  18C3y  with  assurancei 
that  they  were  only  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of 
their  regiments  or  batteries  ;  and  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to — yeas,  ninety-one;  nays,  thirty- 
one.  Several  amendments  to  the  Senate  amend- 
ment were  agreed  to,  and  the  Senate  amendment 
as  amended  was  adopted.  The  Senate  non-con- 
curred in  the  House  amendments,  asked  a  com- 
mittee  of  conference,  and  appointed  Mr.  Wilson, 
Mr.  Howard,  and  Mr.  Buckalew  managers.  Tbt 
House  agreed  to  the  conference,  and  appointed 
as  managers  on  the  part  of  the  House  Mr.  Gar 
field,  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Odcll,  of  New- York,  and  Mr. 
Scofield,  of  Pennsylvania. 

In  the  House,  Mr.  Garfield  made  &  report  from 
the  conference  committee.  He  stated  that  "the 
House  passed,  a  few  days  ago,  a  joint  resolution 
defining  the  pay  of  officers'  servants.  That  joint 
resolution  went  to  the  Senate,  and  in  its  place  a 
bill  of  thirteen  sections  was  substituted.  The 
House  took  that  bill  of  thirteen  sections,  adopted 
the  first  eight,  cut  off  the  remaining  five,  and 
added  twenty-three  sections  of  its  own.  There 
were  thirty  points  of  difference  between  the  two 
Houses.  The  House  reeeded  from  six  ;  the  Sen- 
ate receded  from  twenty-two ;  and  in  place  of  the 
two  others,  substitutes  were  agreed  on  by  the 
committee.  I  will  only  mention  the  points  on 
which  the  House  receded,  and  the  two  modified 
sections,  as  being  of  interest  to  us. 

"  First,  in  reference  to  bounties.  The  House 
section  was  modified  so  that  bounties  should  be 
paid  to  the  heirs  of  soldiers  who  were  killed  in 
battle,  though  they  had  not  served  two  years; 
and  such  bounties  should  only  go  to  their  widow, 
or,  if  there  be  no  widow,  to  their  children,  but  shall 
not  go  to  the  legal  heirs  generally.  The  Senate 
refused  to  agree  with  the  House  amendment  re- 
pealing section  seventeen  of  the  act  of  July  sev- 
enteenth, 1862,  authorizing  the  President  sum- 
marily to  dismiss  officers  from  the  army,  navy, 
or  marine  corps.  But  the  managers  of  the  con- 
ference on  the  part  of  the  House  proposed  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  repealing  section,  by  which  the 
power  of  dismissal  is  limited  and  regulated.  The 
President  may  still  dismiss  an  officer ;  but  he  is 
required,  on  application,  setting  forth  under  oath 
that  the  dismissal  was  unjust,  to  order  a  trial  of 
the  officer  by  court-martial  on  the  charges  on 
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which  he  wis  dismissed.  If  such  trial  is  not  had 
within  six  months  after  the  application  was  made, 
the  dismissal  is  made  void.  The  section  of  the 
House  amendment  to  provide  for  the  transfer  of 
officers  from  one  corps  to  another,  from  one  arm 
of  the  service  to  another,  and  from  the  volunteer 
service  to  the  regular  service,  the  House  recede 
from. 

44  The  section  in  regard  to  declaring  foreigners 
liable  to  draft  the  House  recede  from,  it  being  of 
doubtful  constitutionality. 

44  The  section  in  regard  to  increasing  the  pay  of 
provost-marshals  and  enrolling  officers  the  House 
recede  from. 

44  The  section  in  regard  to  substitute  brokers 
being  authorized  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  the 
House  recede  from,  believing  that  in  other  sec 
tions  of  the  bill  the  country  is  sufficiently  pro- 
tected from  the  evils  of  the  substitute  broker  sys- 
tem. 

44  The  last  section  of  the  bill,  in  regard  to  mus- 
tering out  enlisted  men  who  went  into  the  serv 
ice  to  fill  lip  old  regiments,  we  receded  from,  not, 
however,  until  we  were  satisfied  that  the  Senate 
could  not  be  induced  to  recede  from  their  posi 
tion,  although  adhering  might  involve  the  failure 
of  the  whole  bill.  The  managers  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate  said  that  the  Secretary  of  War  had  in- 
formed them  that  if  this  provision  were  adopted, 
it  would  take  forty-five  thousand  men  immedi- 
ately from  the  field,  and  thus  very  much  im- 
pair the  efficiency  of  the  army  on  the  eve  of  a 
great  campaign.  In  view  of  all  the  circumstances, 
the  Committee  recommend  that  the  House  recede 
from  that  amendment"  Mr.  Le  Blond,  of  Ohio, 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  acceptance 
of  the  report,  and  they  were  ordered,  and  being 
taken,  resulted— yeas,  seventy-one;  nays,  fifty- 
seven  ;  so  the  report  was  agreed  to. 

In  the  Senate,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  commit- 
tee of  conference,  made  a  report,  which,  after  de- 
bate, was  agreed  to  without  a  division.  The  title 
of  the  joint  resolution  was  changed  so  as  to  read, 
44  An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  heretofore 
passed  to  provide  for  the  enrolling  and  calling 
out  of  the  national  forces  and  for  other  purposes 
and  it  was  approved  by  the  President  on  the  third 
of  March,  1805. 

No.  LXXXIX.— 7%<j  Bill  making  Appropria- 
tion* for  the  Support  of  the  Army  for  the  year 
ending  June  thirtieth,  1866,  and  for  other  pur- 


In  the  House,  on  the  seventeenth  of  January, 
1865,  Mr.  Stevens,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  army  for  the  year  ending 
June  thirtieth,  I860.  On  the  seventh  of  Febru- 
ary, the  bill,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Stevens,  was  taken 
up,  and  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Iowa,  moved  to  amend  it 
by  adding  a  proviso :  That  no  money  appropriated 
by  the  act  should  be  paid  for  the  purpose  of  pay- 
ing any  railway  company  for  the  transportation 
of  property  or  troops  of  the  United  States  where 
such  company  might  have  accepted  a  grant  of 
lands  from  Congress  upon  condition  of  furnishing 


said  transportation  free  of  toll  or  other  charge, 
except  in  such  cases  as  had  been  modified  by  act 
of  Congress.  After  debate,  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  bill  as  amended  passed  the 
Housa 

In  the  Senate,  the  bill  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Finance,  and  the  Committee  reported  in 
favor  of  striking  out  the  proviso  forbidding  the 
payment  of  any  of  the  money  appropriated  by 
the  bill  for  the  transportation  of  troops  over  the 
land  grant  railroads.    The  Senate,  on  the  eigh- 
teenth, proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill, 
and  Mr.  Cowan  moved  to  amend  the  proviso  so 
as  to  leave  the  subject  to  future  adjustment  be- 
tween the  Government  and  the  railroads.  After 
debate,  in  which  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr. 
Howard,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Trumbull,  Mr.  Cowan, 
Mr.  Henderson,  and  Mr.  Grimes  participated,  the 
proviso  and  amendment  were  informally  passed 
over.    Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  as  a  new  section,  That  from  and^  after  the 
first  day  of  March,  1865,  and  during  the  continu- 
ance of  the  rebellion,  the  commutation  price  of 
officers'  subsistence  should  be  fifty  cents  per  ra- 
tion ;  but  the  increase  should  not  apply  to  the 
commutation  price  of  the  rations  of  any  offi- 
cer above  the  rank  of  brevet  brigadier-general,  or 
of  any  officer  entitled  to  commutation  for  fuel  or 
quarters ;  and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Wilson  then  moved  to  amend  by  adding  as  a 
new  section  :  That  thereafter,  during  the  continu- 
ance of  the  rebellion,  there  should  be  no  deduc- 
tions made  from,  or  income  tax  levied  upon,  the 
salary  of  any  officer  in  the  military  or  naval  serv- 
vice ;  and  all  acts  or  parts  of  acts  inconsistent 
therewith  were  thereby  repealed.    Mr.  Sherman 
opposed  the  amendment,  stating  that  it  would  be 
pertinent  to  the  income  tax  bill,  and  Mr.  Wilson, 
at  the  suggestion  of  several  senators,  withdrew 
it.    Mr.  Wilson  then  moved  to  add  a  new  section 
providing  that  all  officers  of  volunteers  below  the 
rank  of  brigadier-general,  who  should  continue 
in  the  military  service  to  the  close  of  the  war, 
should  be  entitled  to  receive,  upon  being  mustered 
out  of  said  service,  three  months'  pay  proper. 
Mr.  Howe  moved  to  amend  it  by  inserting  "now 
in  commission"  after  the  word  "Volunteers and 
the  motion  was  agreed  to.    The  amendment  as 
amended  was  adopted — yeas,  twenty-four ;  nays, 
not  counted.    Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  add  as  a  new 
section,  That  commissioned  officers  of  the  army, 
serving  in  the  field,  should  thereafter  be  permitted 
to  purchase  rations  for  their  own  use,  on  credit, 
from  any  commissary  of  subsistence,  at  cost  prices, 
and  the  amount  due  for  rations  so  purchased 
should  be  reported  monthly  to  the  Paymaster- 
General,  to  be  deducted  from  the  payment  next 
following  such  purchase ;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Wilson  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  as  a  now  section,  u  That  the  President  may 
appoint,  in  addition  to  the  number  of  cadets  here- 
tofore authorized  by  law,  from  among  the  orphan 
children  of  officers  or  soldiers  who  have  been 
or  may  be  killed  in  battle,  or  who  have  died  or 
may  die  of  disease  incurred  in  the  line  of  duty 
during  the  present  rebellion,  two  cadets  for  each 
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State  represented  in  Congress,  who  shall  be  actual 
residents  of  the  State  for  which  they  may  be  ap- 
pointed ;  and  fifty  cadets,  to  be  appointed  from 
the  military  forces  of  the  United  States,  regular 
and  volunteer,  who  shall  have  served  for  a  period 
of  not  less  than  nine  months."  The  amendment 
was  opposed  by  Mr.  Sherman  and  Mr.  Howard, 
and  rejected. 

Mr.  Wilson  then  moved  to  add  a  new  section 
providing :  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  author- 
ized and  directed  to  cause  tobacco  to  be  furnished 
to  the  enlisted  men  of  the  army  at  cost  prices,  ex- 
clusive of  the  cost  of  transportation,  jn  such  quan- 
tities as  they  may  require,  not  exceeding  sixteen 
ounces  per  month,  and  the  amount  due  therefor 
should  be  deducted  from  their  pay  in  the  same 
manner  as  provided  for  the  settlement  of  clothing 
accounts;  and  it  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Sprague 
moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  six  new  sec- 
tions organizing  the  pay  department  of  the  army; 
but  it  was  rejected.  The  amendment  to  strike  out 
the  proviso  forbidding  the  payment  of  any  of  the 
money  appropriated  to  land  grant  railroads  was 
again  taken  up,  the  pending  question  being  on 
Mr.  Cowan's  amendment  to  it  After  further  de- 
bate, the  vote  was  taken  on  Mr.  Cowan's  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  lost — yeas,  nine ;  nays,  twenty- 
seven.  The  yote  was  then  taken  on  striking  out 
the  proviso,  and  it  was  agreed  to— yeas,  thirty ; 
nays,  five.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Trumbull,  the  bill 
was  further  amended — yeas,fiftcen ;  nays,  twelve — 
by  adding  as  a  new  section :  "  That  all  laws  and 
parts  of  laws,  or  regulations  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, which  give  additional  pay  or  rank  to  offi- 
cers of  the  regular  army  over  officers  in  the  vol- 
unteer service  of  the  same  rank,  are  hereby  re- 
pealed." The  bill  as  amended  was  passed  with- 
out a  division. 

In  the  House,  on  the  twenty-seventh  of  Febru- 
ary, on  motion  of  Mr.  Stevens,  the  bill  was  taken 
up,  and  the  Senate  amendments,  excepting  the 
amendment  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
furnish  tobacco  to  the  soldiers,  were  non-concur- 
red in. 

The  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sherman,  insist- 
ed upon  its  amendments,  asked  a  committee  of 
conference,  and  appointed  Mr.  Cowan,  Mr.  Wil- 
son, and  Mr.  Carlisle  conferees.  The  House 
agreed  to  the  committee  of  conference,  and  the 
Speaker  appointed  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Iowa,  Mr.  Stev- 
ens, of  Pennsylvania,  and  Mr.  James  C.  Allen,  of 
Illinois,  managers.  Mr.  Wilson  was  excused  from 
serving  on  the  committee,  and  Mr.  Washburne, 
of  Illinois,  was  appointed. 

On  the  first  of  March,  Mr.  Cowan,  from  the 
committee  of  conference,  reported  that  the  com- 
mittee had  recommended  that  i the  Senate  recede 
from  their  fourth  amendment  That  the  House 
of  Representatives  recede  from  their  disagreement 
to  the  second  and  third  amendments  of  the  Sen- 
ate. That  the  Senate  recede  from  their  disagree- 
ment to  the  amendment  of  the  House  to  the  sixth 
amendment  of  the  Senate,  and  agree  to  the  same. 
That  the  House  recede  from  their  disagreement 
to  the  first  amendment  of  the  Senate,  and  agree 
to  the  same  with  amendments,  as  follows :  In 


line  three  of  said  amendment  to  strike  out  the 
words  "  any  railroad,"'  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof 
the  words,  "the  Illinois  Central  Railroad and 
to  strike  out  all  of  said  amendment  after  the  word 
"States"  in  line  five;  and  that  the  Senate  agree 
to  the  same  as  so  modified.  Mr.  Trumbull  op- 
posed the  acceptance  of  the  report,  and  after  de- 
bate, the  vote  was  taken,  and  it  was  non-concur- 
red in — yeas  thirteen;  nays,  twenty-nine.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  Trumbull,  the  Senate  further  in- 
sisted on  its  amendments,  asked  a  further  con- 
ference, and  appointed  Mr.  Trumbull,  Mr.  Far- 
well,  and  Mr.  Powell  conferees.  The  House 
agreed  to  a  committee  of  conference,  and  the 
Speaker  appointed  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Iowa.  Mr.  Hoi- 
man,  of  Indiana,  and  Mr.  Davis,  of  New-York, 
managers. 

On  the  third  of  March,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the 
committee  of  conference,  made  a  report  to  the 
House  recommending  the  same  action  as  the  far- 
mer committee  of  conference, excepting  the  amend- 
ment in  regard  to  land  grant  railroads,  on  which 
the  committee  would  not  agree.  On  motion  of 
Mr.  Wilson,  the  House,  by  a  vote  of  seventy-nine 
to  sixty-one,  agreed  to  the  Senate  amendment 
striking  out  the  proviso  relating  to  railroads,  with 
an  amendment  providing  that  no  money  appro- 
priated by  the  act  should  be  used  for  the  purpose 
of  paying  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  Company  i 
for  the  transportation  of  the  property  or  troops 
of  the  United  States.  The  House  voted  to  agree 
to  the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference  on 
the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses,  In  the 
Senate,  Mr.  Trumbull  made  a  report,  which  was 
concurred  in.  Mr.  Trumbull  then  moved  that 
the  Senate  disagree  to  the  House  amendment  to 
the  Senate  amendment  striking  out  the  section 
relative  to  the  land  grant  railroads,  and  ask  a 
further  conference.  The  motion  was  agreed  to, 
and  Mr.  Harris,  Mr.  Howe,  and  Mr.  Wifley  were 
appointed  managers.  The  House  agreed  to  a 
further  conference,  and  the  Speaker  appointed 
Mr,  Thayer,  of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Morris,  of  Ohio, 
and  Mr.  Kernan,  of  New- York,  managers, 

Mr.  Thayer  reported  to  the  House  that  the 
committee  of  conference  could  not  agree,  and  be 
moved  that  the  House  agree  to  the  amendment 
of  the  Senate,  striking  out  the  proviso  relating  to 
land  grant  railroads,  with  an  amendment  referring 
the  matter  to  the  Supreme  Court  for  adjudication. 
Mr.  Morrill,  of  Vermont,  moved  that  the  House 
recede  from  its  disagreement  to  the  amendment 
of  the  Senate,  and  it  was  agreed  to — yeas,  sixty- 
three  ;  nays,  forty -seven.  So  the  bill  passed,  and 
was  approved  by  the  President  on  the  third  of 
March,  1865. 

No.  XC.—The  Joint  Resolution  to  encourage 
Enlistment*  oy  making  Free  the  Wfaet  and 
Children  of  Colored  Soldier*. 
On  the  thirteenth  of  December,  186i,  Mr.  Wil- 
son, of  Massachusetts,  introduced  into  the  Senate 
a  joint  resolution  to  encourage  enlistments,  and 
promote  the  efficiency  of  the  military  and  naval 
forces,  by  making  free  the  wives  and  children  of 
persons  who  had  been  in,  or  might  be  mustered 
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into,  the  service  of  the  United  States.  The  reso- 
lution was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  and  was,  on  the  fourteenth,  reported  back 
to  the  Senate,  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson, 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  resolution. 
Mr.  Davis,  of  Kentucky,  moved  its  reference  to 
the  Judiciary  Committee.  Mr.  Wilkinson,  of 
Minnesota,  hoped  it  would  not  be  referred ;  "  the 
resolution  ought  to  be  passed  immediately. '  Mr. 
Wilson  hoped  the  resolution  would  not  be  refer- 
red to  any  committee.  "  The  needs  of  the  coun- 
try," he  said,  *"  more  than  justice  or  humanity, 
have  weapon ed  the  hand  of  the  slave.  Let  us 
hasten  the  enactment  of  this  beneficent  measure, 
inspired  by  patriotism  and  hallowed  by  justice 
ana  humanity;  so  that,  ere  merry  Christmas 
■hall  come,  the  intelligence  shall  be  flashed  over 
the  land,  to  cheer  the  hearts  of  the  nation's  de- 
fenders, and  arouse  the  manhood  of  the  bondman, 
that  on  the  forehead  of  the  soldier's  wifo  and  the 
soldier's  child  no  man  can  write  slave.'1  Mr.  Hen- 
dricks, of  Indiana,  was  u  not  able  to  see  how,  un- 
der the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  Con- 
gress can  free  the  servant  who  is  held  to  service 
by  the  laws  of  a  State."  Mr.  Powell,  of  Ken- 
tucky thought  the  resolution  was  44  palpably  un- 
constitutional." 

On  the  twentieth,  the  Senate  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution.  Mr.  Davis  declared 
that ki  the  great  and  principal  effect  of  this  reso- 
lution would  be  in  Kentucky,  and  upon  her  peo- 
ple." 

The  Senate,  on  the  fifth  of  January,  1865,  re- 
sumed the  consideration,  the  pending  question 
being  the  motion  of  Mr.  Davis  to  refer  it  to  the 
Judiciary  Committee.  Mr.  Wilson  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered.  Mr. 
Doolittle  44  would  vote  to  refer  it  to  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee."  Mr.  Saulsbury  would  44  main- 
tain the  doctrine  that  not  only  have  you  not  the 
power  to  decree  the  freedom  of  wives  and  child- 
ren of  negroes  who  volunteer  in  your  army,  if 
they  are  from  States  where  slavery  is  recognized, 
but  you  cannot  give  permanent  freedom  to  the 
negro  volunteer  if  he  be  a  slave."  44  All  must 
confess,1'  said  Mr.  Sumner,  of  Massachusetts, 
41  the  humanity  of  the  proposition  to  enfranchise 
the  families  of  colored  persons  who  have  borne 
arms  for  their  country.  There  is  no  argument, 
whether  of  reason  or  of  humanity,  for  the  enfran- 
chisement of  the  soldier  which  does  not  plead 
equally  for  that  of  his  family.  Nay,  more :  I 
know  not  how  we  can  expect  a  blessing  on  our 
arms  while  we  fail  to  perform  this  duty."  The 
question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to  refer, 
and  it  was  lost — yeas,  fifteen  ;  nays,  nineteen. 

On  the  ninth,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution,  and  Mr.  Saulsbury 
made  an  elaborate  speech  against  its  passage. 
Mr.  Davis  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  so  as 
to  make  its  operation  prospective.  Mr.  Clark,  of 
New-Hampshire,  hoped  Mr.  Davis's  amendment 
"  would  not  be  agreed  to,  and  that  we  shall  not 
only  set  free  the  wives  and  children  of  soldiers 
who  may  hereafter  be  enlisted,  but  the  wives 
and  children  of  those  who  have  already  gone  into 


the  service  of  the  country."  44  This  is  the  first 
time,"  said  Mr.  Davis,  44 1  have  ever  ventured  to 
utter  a  voice  in  the  name  of  humanity  in  the  Sen- 
ate ;  but  in  the  name  of  humanity — humanity  to 
a  degraded  and  helpless  race  of  beings  who  are 
unable  to  support  themselves  —  I  protest  that 
they  shall  not  be  deprived  of  the  support  which 
their  masters  and  owners  are  Ijound  by  the  laws  to 
afford  to  them,  and  that  they  shall  not  be  thrown 
helpless  upon  the  world,  without  any  means  of 
supporting  themselves."  44 1  have  noticed,"  said 
Mr.  Pomeroy,  of  Kansas, 44  that  men  who  are  argu- 
ing in  the  interest  of  slavery  always  resist  eman- 
cipation until  the  very  last  moment ;  and  then, 
when  the  moment  comes,  they  say  it  would  be  a 
great  relief  to  the  owners  of  this  property  to  get 
rid  of  it ;  that  it  cannot  take  care  of  itself  and 
humanity  comes  in  and  pleads  that  some  appro- 
priation may  be  made  to  support  this  class  of  in- 
dividuals, who  are  so  helpless,  and  so  inefficient, 
and  so  worthless.  These  people  have  a  wonder- 
ful facility  for  taking  care  of  themselves,  and 
adapting  themselves  to  any  condition." 

Mr.  Wade,  of  Ohio,  followed  in  an  earnest  and 
effective  speech  in  favor  of  the  immediate  passage 
of  the  measure.  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland, 
could  not  vote  for  the  resolution,  because  he  was 
fully  under  the  impression  that  Congress  had  no 
authority  to  pass  it.  Mr.  Wilson  said  that  Mr. 
Davis,  when  he  declared  that  we  should  turn 
poor  wives  and  children  out  on  the  world  with- 
out support,  "  forgets  that  we  clothe  and  feed 
the  husband  and  father,  and  pay  him  sixteen 
dollars  a  month,  and  with  that  pay  he  can  sup- 
port his  wife  and  his  children.  Make  them  free, 
and  not  only  will  his  wages  go  to  their  support, 
but  the  labor  of  their  own  hands  will  go  to  their 
support"  The  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Davis 
was  then  rejected,  without  a  count  Mr.  Powell 
then  moved  :  44  That  no  slave  shall  be  emanci- 
pated by  virtue  of  this  resolution,  until  the  own- 
er of  the  slave  or  slaves  so  emancipated  shall  be 
paid  a  just  compensation."  Mr.  Powell  then  ad- 
dressed the  Senate  in  favor  of  this  amendment, 
and  in  opposition  to  the  passage  of  the  resolu- 
tion in  any  form.  He  closed  his  speech  by  de- 
manding the  yeas  and  nays  on  his  amendment, 
and  they  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  re- 
sulted— yeas,  seven  ;  nays,  thirty.  Mr.  Sauls- 
bury then  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
adding  that  its  provisions  44  shall  not  apply  to  or 
be  operative  in  any  State  that  has  not  assumed 
to  secede  from  the  Union  ;"  but  this  amendment 
was  rejected.  The  question  on  the  passage  of 
the  resolution  was  then  taken — yeas,  twenty- 
seven  ;  nays,  ten  ;  so  the  joint  resolution  to 
make  free  the  wives  and  children  of  colored  sol- 
diers received  the  sanction  of  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  resolu- 
tion was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary. On  the  twenty-second  of  February,  Mr. 
Wilson,  of  Iowa,  reported  it  without  amendment 
44  Does  the  gentleman  believe,"  in<JuiredMr.  Mal- 
lory,  of  Kentucky,  44  that  Congress  has  the  con- 
stitutional power  to  pass  such  a  law  ?"    44 1  have 
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always  believed,"  replied  Mr.  Wilson,  "  that  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  in  time  of  war, 
when  it  was  necessary  to  make  our  population 
most  effective  for  the  purposes  of  war,  has  the 
power ;  and  has  the  power  to  liberate  slaves  by 
congressional  enactment."  Mr.  Harris,  of  Mary- 
land, was  fully  convinced  that  this  measure  was 
presented  and  pressed,  not  to  get  soldiers ;  but 
"  it  is  for  the  purpose,  and  that  only,  of  interfer- 
ing with  and  abolishing  the  institution  called 
slavery."  Mr.  Wilson  would  tell  the  gentleman 
the  purpose  of  this  act.  "  To-day,  in  the  fore- 
front of  your  army,  are  thousands  of  colored  men 
risking  even-thing  for  the  salvation  of  this  re- 
public. And,  sir,  this  republic  cannot  afford  to 
disgrace  itself  in  the  eyes  of  the  civilized  world 
by  sending  these  men  out  to  fight  its  battles, 
and  chaining  at  home  their  wives  and  children 
in  that  bondage  which  is  worse  than  death.  It 
would  be  a  disgrace  never  to  be  wined  from  the 
face  of  this  nation  if  we  should  permit  this  wrong 
to  continue."  Mr.  Harris  moved  that  the  resolu- 
tion be  laid  on  the  table  —  yeas,  sixty-six ;  nays, 
seventy-seven.  The  question  was  taken,  and  it 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative  —  yeas,  seventy- 
four  ;  nays,  sixty-three.  So  the  joint  resolution 
making  free  the  wives  and  children  of  colored 
soldiers  passed,  and  received,  on  the  third  of 
March,  18G5,  the  approval  of  the  President. 

Some  months  afterward,  General  Palmer,  com- 
manding the  department  of  Kentucky,  said  in  a 
public  report,  that  seventy  thousand  women  and 
children  nad  been  made  free  by  the  passage  of 
this  resolution. 

No.  XCI. — Military  Confirmations  in  the  Senate, 

During  the  rebellion,  the  Thirty-seventh  and 
Thirty-eighth  Congresses  acted  upon  ten  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  ninety-one  military  nominations, 
ranging  from  second  lieutenants  up  to  Lieutenant- 
General  Grant.  These  nominations  imposed  upon 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  vast  labors,  and 
required  much  time  and  attention  of  the  Senate. 

Doc.  2. 

BATTLE  OF  FREDERICKSBURG. 

REPORT  OF  LIEUT.-GENERAL  LONGSTKEET. 

Headquarters  First  Army  Corps,  A,  N.  V.,  \ 
Nkak  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  Dec.  20, 1802.  \ 

Brigadier- General  B.  If.  Chilton,  Assistant  Ad- 
jutant and  Inspector- General : 
General:  Upon  my  arrival  at  Fredericks- 
burg, on  the  nineteenth  of  November,  the  troops 
of  this  command  were  assigned  to  positions  as  fol- 
lows, viz. :  McLaws's  division  upon  the  heights 
immediately  behind  the  city  and  south  of  the 
Telegraph  road ;  Anderson's  division  on  McLaws's 
left,  ana  occupying  the  heights  as  far  as  Taylor's 
hill  on  the  Rappahannock ;  Pickett's  division  on 
McLaws's  right,  and  extending  to  the  rear  along 
the  margin  of  the  wood  which  skirts  Deep  Run 
valley;  Hood's*  division  near  Hamilton's  Cross- 
ing of  the  railroad ;  Ransom's  division  in  reserve, 
near  my  headquarters.   Our  batteries  were  as- 


signed positions  along  the  heights  by  General 
Pendleton,  Colonel  Cabell,  Colonel  Alexander,  nd 
Captain  Johnson,  (Colonel  Walton  being  absent 
sick.)  Pits  were  made  for  the  protection  of  these 
batteries  under  the  supervision  of  those  omeers, 
A  portion  of  General  Pendleton's  reserve  artfl- 
lery  was  assigned  to  the  heights  with  Major- 
General  McLaws's  division.  Colonel  Walton1! 
(Washington  Artillery)  occupied  the  heights  it 
Marye's  Hill,  and  a  portion  of  Colonel  Alexan- 
der's reserve  occupied  the  other  portion  of  An* 
derson's  front,  extending  to  the  Taylor  home,  oa 
our  left  The  brigade  batteries  that  were  not 
assigned  to  positions  on  the  heights  were  held  in 
readiness  to  cooperate  with  their  commands,  or 
for  any  other  service  that  might  be  required  of 
them.  Our  picket  line  was  established  along  the 
river  bank  extending  from  Bank's  Ford  to  Takott 
battery,  the  most  important  portion  of  it  under 
the  immediate  orders  of  Major-General  McLtm. 
Upon  the  approach  of  General  Jackson's  amy, 
Hood's  division  was  closed  in  upon  the  right  of 
Pickett,  and  put  in  position  upon  the  heignts  oa 
the  opposite  side  of  Deep  Run  valley.  In  ad- 
dition to  the  natural  strength  of  the  posftiot, 
ditches,  stone  fences,  and  road-cuts  were  found 
along  different  portions  of  the  line,  and  parti  of 
General  McLaws's  line  were  further  strengthened 
by  rifle  trenches  and  abatis. 

The  enemy  held  quiet  possession  of  the  Staf- 
ford Heights  until  three  o'clock  on  the  morning 
of  the  eleventh,  when  our  signal  guns  gave  notioe 
of  his  approach.  The  troops,  bein^  at  their  dif- 
ferent camp  grounds,  were  formed  immediate}/, 
and  marched  to  their  positions  along  the  tint, 
Ransom's  division  was  ordered  to  take  a  sheltered 
position  in  easy  supporting  distance  of  the  bet- 
teries  on  the  Marye  HilL  Before  the  troops  lot 
to  their  positions,  McLaws's  pickets  (Barksdtlrt 
brigade)  engaged  the  enemy  at  the  river,  and 
from  time  to  tune  drove  back  dine  rent  working 
parties  engaged  in  laying  the  bridges.  Tie 
enemy  was  compelled,  eventually,  to  abandon 
his  plan  of  laying  the  bridges,  and  began  to  throw 
his  troops  across  the  river  in  boats,  under  cover 
of  the  nre  of  his  sharpshooters,  and  a  hundred 
and  fifty  odd  pieces  of  artillery. 

At  many  points  along  the  river  bank  ourtroopi 
could  get  no  protection  from  the  artillery  Ira 
This  was  particularly  the  case  at  the  month  of 
Deep  Hun,  where  the  enemy  succeeded  in  oo» 
pletmg  his  bridge  early  in  the  afternoon.  Later 
in  the  afternoon  he  succeeded  in  throwing  lanja 
bodies  of  troops  across,  at  the  city,  by  using  hi 
boats.  Barksdale,  however,  engaged  them  fierce- 
ly at  every  point,  and  with  remarkable  suceea. 
boon  after  dark,  General  McLaws  ordered  Barks- 
dale's  brigade  to  retire.  The  General  was  to 
confident  of  his  position  that  a  second  order  wss 
sent  him  before  he  would  yield  the  field.  Ha 
brigade  was  then  relieved  by  that  of  Brigadier- 
General  T.  R.  R.  Cobb,  which  was  placed  by 
General  McLaws  along  the  Telegraph  road,  in 
front  of  Marye's  house,  (a  stone  fence  and  est 
along  this  road  gave  good  protection  against  in- 
fantry.)   When  Cobb's  brigade  got  into  position, 
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Ransom's  division  was  withdrawn  and  placed  in 
reserve.  During  the  night  the  enemy  finished 
his  bridges  and  began  to  throw  his  troops  across. 

His  movements,  early  on  the  twelfth,  seemed 
to  be  directly  against  our  right ;  but  when  the 
fog  lifted,  columns  were  seen  opposite  Freder- 
icksburg, the  head  of  them  then  crossing  at  the 
bridges  opposite  the  city.  Hansom's  division 
was  moved  back  to  the  Marye  Hill.  Feather- 
ston's  brigade  of  Anderson's  division  (previously 
occupying  this  hill)  was  closed  in  upon  the  other 
brigades  of  Anderson.  The  entire  day  was  occu- 
pied by  the  enemy  in  throwing  his  forces  across 
the  river  and  deploying  his  columns.  Our  bat- 
teries were  opened  upon  the  masses  of  infantry 
whenever  they  were  m  certain  range.  Our  fire 
invariably  drew  that  of  the  enemy's  on  the  oppo- 
site heights,  and  they  generally  kept  up  the  fire 
long  after  cur  batteries  had  ceased. 

Early  on  the  mominjj  of  the  thirteenth,  I  rode 
to  the  right  of  my  position,  Hood's  division.  The 
dense  fog  in  the  early  twilight  concealed  the 
enemy  from  view ;  but  his  commands,  "  Forward, 
guide  centre,  march!"  were  distinctly  heard  at 
different  points  near  my  right.  From  the  direc- 
tion of  the  sound,  and  the  position  of  his  troops 
the  day  before,  I  concluded  thut  his  attack  would 
be  upon  General  Jackson,  at  some  point  beyond 
my  right.  I  therefore  rode  back  to  a  point  near 
the  centre  of  my  forces,  giving  notice  to  General 
Hood  thut  the  enemy  would  attack  General  Jack- 
son beyond  his  right,  that  he  should  watch  care- 
fully the  movements,  and  when  an  opportunity 
offered,  he  should  move  forward  and  attack  the 
enemy's  flank.  Similar  instructions  were  given 
to  General  Pickett,  with  orders  to  cooperate  with 
General  Hood.  The  attack  was  made,  as  had 
been  anticipated.  It  did  not  appear  to  have  all 
the  force  of  a  real  attack,  however,  and  General 
Hood  did  not  feel  authorized  to  make  more  than 
a  partial  advance.  Where  he  did  move  out,  he 
drove  the  enemy  back  in  handsome  style. 

About  eleven  o'clock,  A.  M.,  I  sent  orders  for  the 
batteries  to  play  upon  the  streets  and  bridges  be- 
yond the  city,  by  way  of  diversion  in  favor  of  our 
right.  The  batteries  had  hardly  opened,  when 
the  enemy's  infantry  began  to  move  out  toward 
my  line.  Our  pickets  in  front  of  the  Marye 
house  were  soon  driven  in,  and  the  enemy  began 
to  deploy  his  forces  in  front  of  that  point  Our 
artillery,  being  in  position,  opened  fire  as  soon  as 
the  masses  became  dense  enough  to  warrant  it. 
This  fire  was  very  destructive  and  demoralizing 
in  its  effects,  and  frequently  made  gaps  in  the 
enemy's  ranks  that  could  be  seen  at  the  distance 
of  a  mile.  The  enemy  continued  his  advance, 
and  made  his  attack  at  the  Marye  Hill  in  hand- 
some style.  He  did  not  meet  the  fire  of  our  in- 
fantry with  any  heart,  however,  and  was  therefore 
readily  repulsed  Another  effort  was  speedily 
made,  but  with  little  more  success.  The  attack 
was  again  renewed,  and  again  repulsed.  Other 
forces  were  seen  preparing  for  another  attack, 
when  I  suggested  to  General  McLaws  the  pro- 

Eriety  of  reenforcing  his  advanced  line  with  a 
rigade.    He  had  previously  reenforced  with  part 
of  Kershaw's  brigade,  and  ordered  forward  the 


balance.  About  this  time,  Brigadier-General  T. 
R.  R.  Cobb  fell,  mortally  wounded,  and  almost 
simultaneously  Brigadier-General  J.  R.  Cooke 
was  severely  wounded. 

General  Kershaw  dashed  to  the  front  to  take 
the  command.  General  Ransom,  on  the  Marye 
Hill,  was  charged  with  the  immediate  care  of  the 
point  attacked,  with  orders  to  send  forward  ad- 
ditional reeuforcemcnts,  if  it  should  become  ne- 
cessarv,  and  to  use  Featherston's  brigade  (Ander- 
son's division)  if  he  should  require  it. 

The  attack  upon  our  right  seemed  to  subside 
about  two  o'clock,  when  I  directed  Major-General 
Pickett  to  send  me  two  of  his  brigades.  One 
(Kemper's)  was  sent  to  General  Ransom,  to  be 
placed  in  some  secure  position,  to  be  ready  in  case 
it  should  be  wanted.  The  other  (Jenkins's)  was 
ordered  to  General  McLaws,  to  replace  that  of 
Kershaw  in  his  line. 

The  enemy  soon  completed  his  arrangements 
for  a  renewed  attack,  and  moved  forward  with 
much  determination.  He  met  with  no  better 
success  than  he  had  on  the  previous  occasions. 
These  efforts  were  repeated  and  continued  from 
time  to  time  till  after  night,  when  he  left  the  field 
literally  strewn  with  his  dead  and  wounded. 

Colonel  Walton's  ammunition  was  exhausted 
about  sunset,  and  his  batteries  were  relieved  by 
Colonel  Alexander's.  Orders  were  given  for  fresh 
supplies  of  ammunition,  and  for  everything  to  be 
prepared  for  a  renewal  of  the  battle  at  daylight. 

On  the  fourteenth  there  was  little  firing  between 
the  sharpshooters.  The  enemy,  screening  his 
forces  under  a  slight  descent  in  the  ground,  held 
a  position  about  four  hundred  yards  in  front  of 
us.  In  the  afternoon,  I  sent  Captain  Latrobe,  of 
my  staff,  to  the  left  to  place  artillery  in  position 
to  play  along  the  enemy's  line,  with  instructions 
to  Colonel  Alexander  to  use  such  artillery  there 
as  he  might  think  proper.  The  point  was  select- 
ed and  the  pits  made  by  light  the  following 
morning.  General  Ransom  was  also  ordered  to 
strengthen  his  position  on  the  Marye  Hill  by  rifle 
trenches.  Similar  instructions  were  sent  along 
the  entire  line.  These  preparations  were  made 
to  meet  the  grand  attack  of  the  enemy,  confident- 
ly expected  on  Monday  morning.  As  the  attack 
was  not  made,  the  artillery  and  General  Ransom's 
sharpshooters  opened  upon  the  enemy  and  drove 
him  back  to  cover  in  the  city. 

During  the  night  the  enemy  recrossed  the  river. 
His  retreat  was  not  discovered  till  he  had  crossed 
the  river  and  cut  his  bridges  at  this  end.  Our 
sharpshooters  were  moved  forward,  and  our  old 
positions  resumed. 

Four  hundred  prisoners,  fifty-five  hundred 
stands  of  small  arms,  and  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  rounds  of  small  arm  ammunition  were 
captured. 

Our  loss,  for  the  number  engaged,  was  quite 
heavy.  Brigadier-General  T.  R.  R.  Cdbb  fell, 
mortally  wounded,  in  the  heat  of  the  battle  of 
the  thirteenth.  lie  defended  his  position  with 
great  gallantry  and  ability.  In  him  we  have  lost 
one  of  our  most  promising  officers  and  states- 
men. A  tabular  statement  and  lists  of  the  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing  accompany  wtywA. 
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Much  credit  is  due  Maior-General  McLaws  for 
his  untiring  zeal  and  ability  in  preparing  his 
troops  and  his  position,  for  a  successful  resist- 
ance, and  the  ability  with  which  he  handled  his 
troops  after  the  attack.  I  would  also  mention, 
as  particularly  distinguished  in  the  engagement 
of  the  thirteenth,  Brigadier-Generals  Ransom, 
Kershaw,  and  Cooke,  (severely  wounded,)  and 
Colonel  McMillan,  who  succeeded  to  the  com- 
mand of  Cobb's  brigade,  and  Colonel  Walton, 
(Washington  Artillery,)  and  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Alexander,  (reserve  artillery.) 

Brigadier-General  Bafksdale,  with  his  brigade, 
held  the  enemy's  entire  army  at  the  river  bank 
for  sixteen  hours,  giving  us  abundance  of  time  to 
complete  our  arrangements  for  battle.  A  more 
gallant  and  worthy  service  is  rarely  accomplished 
by  so  small  a  force. 

I  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  these  officers  for 
more  detailed  accounts  of  the  engagements.  I 
desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Government  to 
the  gallant  officers  and  men  mentioned  in  their 
reports. 

Major-Generals  Anderson,  Pickett,  and  Hood, 
with  their  gallant  divisions,  were  deprived  of 
their  opportunity  by  the  unexpected  and  hasty 
retreat  of  the  enemy.  A  portion  of  General 
Anderson's  command  was  engaged  in  defending 
the  passage  of  the  river ;  a  portion  of  General 
Hood's  in  driving  back  the  attack  against  our 
right,  and  a  portion  of  Pickett's  did  important 
service  near  the  Marye  Hill.  I  refer  you  to  their 
reports  for  particular  accounts. 

Major  Garnett  held  three  batteries  in  reserve, 
in  the  valley  between  the  positions  of  Generals 
Pickett  and  Hood,  and  was  much  disappointed 
not  to  have  the  opportunity  to  use  them. 

My  staff  officers,  Major  Sorrell,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Manning,  Major  Fairfax,  Captain  La- 
trobe,  Captain  Goree,  and  Lieutenant  Blackwell, 
gave  me  their  usual  intelligent,  willing  aid. 
Major  Haskell,  Captain  Young,  and  Captain 
Bodgers,  volunteered  their  assistance,  and  ren- 
dered important  services. 

My  thanks  are  also  due  to  Surgeon  Cullen, 
chief  iurgeon  ;  Major  Mitchell,  chief  quartermas- 
ter; Major  Moses,  chief  of  the  subsistence  de- 
partment, and  Captain  Manning,  signal  officer, 
for  valuable  services  in  their  respective  depart- 
ments. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  General, 
Most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

James  Longstreet, 

Lieutenant- General  commanding. 

REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT-GENERAL  JACKSON. 

Headquarters  Second  Corps,  ) 
Army  Northern  Virginia,  January  31, 1863.  $ 

Brigadier-General  JR.  H.  Chilton,  Assistant  Ad- 
jutant and  Inspector-General,  A,  N.  V, : 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  sub- 
mit to  you  a  report  of  the  operations  of  my 
corps  in  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  on  Satur- 
day, the  thirteenth  of  December  last 
In  pursuance  of  orders,  Major-General  A.  P. 


Hill  moved  his  division  at  dawn  on  the  morning 
of  the  twelfth,  from  his  encampment  near  Yerb/i, 
and  relieved  Major-General  Hood,  then  posted 
near  Hamilton's  Crossing.  At  the  same  time 
Brigadier-General  Taliaferro,  then  in  command 
of  Jackson's  division,  moved  from  his  encamp- 
ment above  Guineas  Depot,  and  took  position  la 
rear  of  Major-General  A.  P.  HilL 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  thirteenth,  EweU't 
division,  under  Brigadier-General  J.  A.  Early, 
and  Major-General  L>.  H.  Hill,  with  his  division, 
arrived,  after  a  severe  night's  march,  from  their 
respective  encampments,  in  the  vicinity  of  Bur- 
ner's Neck  and  Port  Royal  —  the  troops  of 
Major-General  D.  H.  Hill  being  from  fifteen  to 
eighteen  miles  distant  from  the  point  to  which 
they  were  ordered.  On  the  morning  of  that  day 
the  troops  were  arranged  as  follows:  Major- 
General  A.  P.  Hill  occupied  the  front  line,  formed 
of  two  regiments  of  Field's  brigade,  commanded 
by  Colonel  Brockenbrough,  and  the  brigades  of 
Archer,  Lane,  and  Pender,  (posted  from  right  to 
left  in  the  order  named,)  his  right  resting  on  the 
road  leading  from  Hamilton's  Crossing  to  the 
Port  Royal  road,  and  his  left  extending  to  within 
a  short  distance  of  Deep  Run.  These  troops 
were  partially  concealed  by  the  wood,  near  the 
edge  of  which  they  were  posted.  The  remainder 
of  Brockenbrough's  command,  consisting  of  the 
fortieth  and  fifty-fifth  Virginia,  was  immediately 
in  rear  of  Walker's  batteries,  and  acting  as  a 
support  to  them.  Of  the  other  two  brigades,  ! 
Gregg's  and  Thomas's,  of  the  same  division,  the 
first  was  in  rear  of  the  interval  between  Archer 
and  Lane,  and  the  second  in  rear  of  the  interval 
between  Lane  and  Pender.  The  divisions  under 
Generals  Early  and  Taliaferro  formed  the  second 
line  —  Early  being  on  the  right)  the  divisioa 
of  Major-General  D.  H.  Hill,  which  was  still 
farther  in  rear,  consituting  the  reserve.  Upoa 
the  eminence  immediately  to  the  right,  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Walker  (Major-General  A.  P.  HuT§ 
chief  of  artillery)  had  in  position  fourteen  gam, 
composed  of  the  batteries  of  Pegram  and  Mcin- 
tosh, with  sections  from  die  batteries  of  Crenshaw, 
Latham,  and  Johnson,  commanded  respectively 
by  Lieutenants  Ellett,  Potts,  and  Clutter.  On  the 
left  of  the  line,  and  near  the  Bernard  cabins,  were 
posted  twenty-one  guns  of  the  batteries  of  Cap- 
tains Davidson,  Raine,  Caskie,  and  Braxton,  all 
under  the  immediate  direction  of  Captain  Da- 
vidson. To  the  right,  and  some  two  hundred 
yards  in  front  of  these,  and  beyond  the  railroad, 
were  posted  twelve  guns,  from  the  batteries  of 
Captains  Carpenter,  Wooding,  and  Braxton, 
under  the  direction  of  Captain  Brockenbrough, 
General  Taliaferro's  chief  of  artillery;  Carpen- 
ter's battery,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Mc&en- 
dree,  and  Braxton's,  by  Lieutenant  Marye.  On 
my  left  was  Major-General  Hood,  of  Longstreef i 
corps,  arid  on  my  right  and  front,  the  cavalry, 
under  command  of  Major-General  Stuart,  with  a 
battery,  near  the  Port  Royal  road,  under  the 
direction  of  Major  Pelham,  of  the  Stuart  horse 
artillery,  aided,  in  the  course  of  the  day,  by  sec- 
tions from  the  batteries  of  Captain  Poague, 
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itenant  Graham  commanding,)  Captains 
>n,  Smith,  Garber,  Dance,  and  the  Louisiana 
ds  of  my  corps,  thrown  into  position  so  as 
oss  their  fire  with  the  guns  of  Lieutenant- 
lel  Walker,  and  designed  to  check  the  ad- 

>  of  the  enemy  in  that  direction.  About 
'clock,  as  the  fog  disappeared,  the  lines  of 
nemy,  arranged  in  order  of  battle,  were  dis- 
y  visible  in  the  plain  between  us  and  the 

covering  my  front  and  extending  far  to  the 
owai-d  Fredericksburg.  The  force  in  front 
e  I  supposed  to  number  about  fifty-five 
And.  Pelham,  with  part  of  the  Stuart  horse 
ary,  was  soon  engaged  with  the  artillery  of 
nemy,  and  a  brisk  and  an  animated  contest 
lept  up  for  about  an  hour.  Soon  after  Pel- 
in  obedience  to  orders,  had  withdrawn  from 
osition  on  the  Port  Roval  road,  the  enemy 
ted  his  artillery  on  the  heights  held  by 
enant-Colonel  Walker,  and  upon  the  woods 
•ally,  occupied  by  our  troops,  evidently  with 
w  of  causing  us  to  disclose  whatever  troops 
tillery  were  there.  Not  eliciting  any  re- 
re,  the  enemy  was  seemingly  satisfied  that  he 
1  experience  but  little  resistance  to  an  effort 
itain  possession  of  this  hill.  Accordingly, 
t  eleven  o'clock,  he  advanced  by  the  flank, 
lei  to  the  Port  Royal  road,  nearly  to  the 
running  from  thence  to  Hamilton's  Crossing, 
unimpeded  in  his  march,  as  Pelham  was 
Irawn.  Facing  to  the  front,  he  advanced  in 
>f  battle  across  the  plain  straight  upon  the 
ion  occupied  by  Walker.  His  batteries  re- 
d  their  fire  until  the  •enemy's  lines  came 
n  less  than  eight  hundred  yards,  when  the 
ten  guns  opened,  pouring  such  a  storm  of 
and  shell  into  his  ranks  as  to  cause  him  first 
It,  then  to  waver,  and,  at  last,  seek  shelter 
ight  About  one  o'clock,  the  main  attack 
made  by  heavy  and  rapid  discharges  of  ar- 
j.  Under  the  protection  of  this  warm  and 
lirected  fire,  his  infantry,  in  heavy  force,  ad- 
id,  seeking  the  partial  protection  of  a  piece 
rod  extending  beyond  the  railroad.  The 
ries  on  the  right  played  on  their  ranks  with 
active  effect.  The  advancing  'force  was 
y  staggered  by  our  rapid  and  well-directed 
iry ;  but,  soon  recovering  from  the  shock, 
ederal  troops,  consisting  of  the  main  body 
anklin's  grand  division,  supported  by  a  por- 
f  Hooker's  grand  division,  continued  to  press 
xd.  Advancing  within  point  blank  range 
r  infantry,  and  thus  exposed  to  the  murder- 
ire  of  musketry  and  artillery,  the  struggle 
ae  fierce  and  sanguinary.  They  continued, 
ver,  still  to  press  forward,  and,  before  Gen- 
V.  P.  Hill  closed  the  interval  which  he  had 
etween  Archer  and  Lane,  it  was  penetrated, 
lie  enemy  pressing  forward  in  overwhelming 
>ers  through  that  interval,  turned  Lane's 
and  Archer's  left  Thus  attacked  in  front  and 
the  Fourteenth  Tennessee  and  Nineteenth 
gia,  of  Archer's  brigade,  and  the  entire 
de  of  Lane,  fell  back ;  but  not  until  after  a 

>  and  obstinate  resistance.  Notwithstanding 
erilous  situation  in  which  Archer's  brigade 


was  placed,  his  right,  changing  front,  continued 
to  struggle  with  undaunted  firmness,  materially 
checking  the  advance  of  the  enemy  until  rein- 
forcements came  to  its  support.  The  brigade  of 
General  Thomas,  posted  as  before  stated,  moved 
gallantly  forward,  and  joined  by  the  Seventh  and 

Sort  of  the  Eighteenth  North  Carolina,  of  Lane's 
rigade,  gallantly  drove  back  a  Federal  column 
which  had  broken  through  Lane's  line.  In  the 
mean  time,  a  large  force  of  the  enemy  penetrated 
the  wood  in  rear  of  the  position  occupied  by  the 
brigades  of  Lane  and  Archer,  and  came  in  con- 
tact with  Gregg's  brigade.  Taken  by  surprise, 
Orr*s  rifles  were  thrown  into  confusion.  It  was 
in  the  act  of  rallying  this  regiment  that  Brigadier- 
General  Maxey  Gregg  fell,  in  front  of  the  rifles, 
mortally  wounded.  General  Gregg  was  a  brave 
and  accomplished  officer,  full  of  heroic  sentiment 
and  chivalrous  honor.  He  had  rendered  valuable 
service  in  this  great  struggle  for  our  freedom, 
and  the  country  has  much  reason  to  deplore  the 
loss  sustained  by  his  premature  death.  Colonel 
Hamilton,  upon  whom  the  command  of  that 
brigade  now  devolved,  hastened  to  meet  the 
emergencies-  of  his  position,  and,  with  the  four 
remaining  regiments  and  one  company  of  the  Orr 
rifles,  (Lieutenant  Charles,)  gave  the  enemy  a 
warm  reception. 

The  enemy  was  not  long  permitted  to  hold  the 
advantage  which  he  had  thus  gained.  The  sec- 
ond line  came  promptly  to  the  support  of  the 
first  Lawton's  brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel 
Atkinson,  subsequently  by  Colonel  Evans,  Trim- 
ble's brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel  K.  F.  Hoke, 
and  Early's  brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel 
Walker,  (all  under  the  command  of  Brigadier- 
General  Early,)  and  the  Forty-seventh  and  Twenty- 
second  Virginia  regiments  of  Colonel  B  rock  en - 
brough's  command,  were  already  rushing  with 
impetuous  valor  to  the  support  of  the  first  line. 
In  Taliaferro's  command,  his  right  regiment,  the 
Second,  Virginia,  of  Paxton's  brigade,  became 
engaged  with  part  of  the  enemy,  which,  after  a 
slight  resistance,  retreated.  The  combat  in  the 
wood  was  brief  and  decisive.  The  farther  ad- 
vance of  the  enemy  was  checked.  He  was 
driven  with  great  slaughter  from  the  wood  to 
the  railroad;  the  two  regiments  of  Brocken- 
brough's  command,  Archer,  with  the  First  Ten- 
nessee and  Fifth  Alabama  battalion,  and  the  three 
brigades  commanded  by  Colonels  Hoke,  Walker, 
and  Atkinson,  pursuing  the  retreating  Federals 
to  the  railroad,  where  they  made  a  brief  stand, 
when  Hoke  and  Atkinson  charged  upon  them 
with  impetuosity,  destroying  many  in  the  charge, 
and  taking  a  large  number  of  prisoners.  Nor 
did  they  stop  there ;  but,  impelled  by  an  ardor 
which  reflects  the  highest  credit  on  their  courage 
and  patriotism,  this  comparatively  small  force 
pressed  the  discomfited  foe  in  hot  pursuit,  until 
they  appeared  so  far  within  range  of  his  artillery 
ana  the  fire  of  a  large  force  of  his  infantry,  as  to 
make  farther  pursuit  an  act  of  rashness.  In  this 
gallant  charge,  Colonel  Atkinson  was  severely 
wounded,  and  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
Captain  E.  P.  Law  ton,  assistant  adjutant-general 
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of  the  brigade,  though  injured  during  the  advance 
by  the  fall  of  his  horse,  continued  to  press  for- 
ward on  foot,  heroically  encouraging  the  brigade, 
until  he  fell  mortally  wounded. 

During  the  day,  some  of  the  guns  under  Colo- 
nel Walker,  becoming  short  of  men  and  ammuni- 
tion, and  otherwise  disabled  from  further  service, 
were  relieved  by  Captain  Poaguc's  battery  with 
two  twenty-pound  rarrotts.  These  two  "pieces 
actively  engaged  the  enemy's  artillery,  and  after- 
ward opened  on  the  infantry.  The  exact  range 
of  the  bill  having  been  accurately  obtained  by 
much  previous  firing,  the  loss  at  this  point  was 
heavy.  It  is  due  to  Captain  Poague  here  to  state, 
that  when,  late  on  the  evening  previous,  he  re- 
ceived orders  to  move  his  batter}',  he  was  distant 
some  sixteen  miles  from  the  battle-field,  and  the 

Sromptitudc  with  which  he  responded  to  the  or- 
er,  fcy  a  fatiguing  night's  march,  is  worthy  of 
notice.  Some  guns  of  Major-General  D.  H. 
Hill's  division  were  put  in  at  this  time  on  our 
right,  under  the  direction  of  his  chief  of  artillery, 
Major  T.  II.  Carter,  which  were  all  well  served. 
Later  in  the  evening,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cole- 
man brought  up  two  howitzers,  from  Captain 
Dance's  battery,  and  placed  them  on  the  left  of 
Captain  Poague 's  guns.  About  this  time  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Coleman  was  severely  wounded. 
On  the  extreme  right,  beyond  the  Massaponax, 
was  a  Whitworth  gun,  under  the  command  o£ 
Captain  Hani  away,  of  Major-General  D.  EL  Hill's 
division,  which  was  well  served. 

On  the  extreme  left,  the  day  did  not  pass  with- 
out some  incidents  worthy  of  notice.  Early  in 
the  day,  the  enemy  opened  upon  the  left  with 
sixteen  guns,  afterward  increased  to  twenty-four. 
The  officers  in  command  obeyed  their  orders, 
and,  reserving  their  fire,  the  enemy  advanced  his 
skirmishers  in  heavy  line  upon  the  points  occu- 
pied by  the  commands  of  Captains  Davidson  and 
I3rockenbrough.  They  were  soon  driven  off  by 
canister ;  but  the  position  of  these  batteries  being 
thus  disclosed  to  the  enemy,  a  heavy  artillery 
fire  was  directed  upon  them,  which  was  replied  to 
with  animation  and  spirit  The  ammunition  of 
Captain  Itaine's  battery  proving  defective,  it  was 
withdrawn,  and  Captain  Latimer  (acting  chief  of 
artillery  of  EwelPs  division)  was  ordered  to  take 
a  position  still  farther  to  the  front  and  left.  These 
last  pieces  were  admirably  served,  and  though 
suffering  severely  from  skirmishers  and  sharp- 
shooters, drove  them  back,  and,  by  the  accuracy 
and  rapidity  of  their  fire,  inflicted:  a  severe  loss 
upon  the  enemy.  As  the  Federal  infantry  pressed 
forward  upon  our  front,  it  was  deemed  advisa- 
ble to  withdraw  the  batteries  of  Captain  Brock- 
enbrough,  placed  in  advance  of  the  railroad, 
before  the  enemy  should  seize  the  point  of  woods 
to  their  right  and  rear,  which  they  a  short  time 
afterward  penetrated  —  the  withdrawal  of  the 
batteries  being  covered  by  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hill,  of  the  Seventh  North  Carolina.  The  bri- 
gade of  General  Pender  was  immediately  in  rear 
of  the  batteries  of  Captains  Davidson  und  Lati- 
mer, and  was  without  any  protection  from  the 
enemy's  artillery ;  and  thus,  notwithstanding  the 


efficacy  of  the  batteries  acting  in  conjunction  with 
Major  Cole,  of  the  Twenty-second  North  Circ- 
lina,  in  dispersing  the  cloud  of  skirmishers  ar.d 
sharpshooters  that  hung  all  day  upon  that  part  of 
the  line,  that  brigade  received  much  of  the  fin 
that  was  directed  at  these  guns,  and  suffered  se- 
verely. General  Pender  was  himself  wounded. 
The  Sixteenth  North  Carolina,  Colonel  McEW, 
which  had  been  thrown  out  as  a  support  to  Lati- 
mer's battery,  became  warmly  engaged  with  a 
brigade  of  toe  enemy,  which  had  advanced  up 
Deep  Run,  under  cover,  and,  acting  with  two 
other  North  Carolina  regiments,  (the  Fifty-fourth 
and  Fifty-seventh,)  of  Law's  brigade,  '  Hoou  * 
division  drove  them  back.  Repulsed  on  :be 
right,  left,  and  centre,  the  enemy  soon  after  re- 
formed his  lines,  and  gave  some  indications  of  a 
purpose  to  renew  the  attack.  I  waited  some 
time  to  receive  it,  hut  he  making  no  forward 
movement,  I  determined,  if  prudent,  to  do  w 
myself  The  artillery  of  the  enemy  was  sojodi- 
ciously  posted  at  to  make  an  advance  W  W 
troops  across^ the  plain  very  fcaz anions;  yet  it 
was  so  promising  of  good  results,  if  succe^fiiUi 
executed,  as  to  induce  me  to  make  pru>p<tratu» 
for  the  attempt  I:l  unter  \o  piard  eg  i 
aster,  the  infantry  was  to  be  p  receded  by  artilkri, 
and  the  movement  postponed  until  late  in  ik 
evening,  so  that  if  compelled  to  retire  it  irodd 
be  under  the  cover  of  night.  Owing  to  a  n  expected 
delay,  the  movement  cwrtd  not  be  gotten  retJy 
until  late  in  the  evening.  The  first  gan  h*l 
hardly  moved  forward  from  the  wood  a  hundred 
yards,  when  the  enemy's  artillery  re-opened  and 
so  completely  swept  our  front,  as  to  satisfy  me 
that  the  proposed  movement  should  be  aban- 
doned. 

The  next  day  (fourteenth)  the  division*  under 
the  command  of  Brigadier-Generals  Early  and 
Taliaferro  formed  the  first  line,  that  of  Major- 
General  D.  H.  Hill  the  second,  and  the  division 
of  Major-General  A.  P.  Hill  the  reserve.  The 
enemy  continued  in  our  front  all  day,  apparently 
awaiting  an  attack  from  us.  During  the  night, 
our  lines  were  again  changed  so  as  to  place  the 
division  of  Major-General  1).  H.  Hill  in  the  front 
line,  Major-General  A.  P.  Hill  in  the  second,  and 
the  divisions  commanded  by  Brigadier-General* 
Early  and  Taliaferro  in  the  reserve. 

On  the  fifteenth  the  enemy  still  remained  in 
our  front,  and,  in  the  evening  of  that  day,  sent  in 
a  flag  of  truce  requesting  a  cessation  of  hostili- 
ties between  his  left  and  our  right  wing,  for  the 
purpose  of  removing  his  wounded  from  the  field, 
which,  under  previous  instructions  from  the  com- 
manding General,  was  granted.     Our  troops 

Eatiently  remained  in  position  on  that,  as  they 
ad  done  the  previous  day,  eagerly  awaiting 
another  attack  from  the  enemy ;  and  such  was  the 
desire  to  occupy  the  front  line,  when  such  an  at- 
tack should  be  made,  that  the  division  of  Majcr- 
Gencral  D.  H.  Hill  sent  in  a  written  request  to 
be  permitted  to  remain  in  the  front  line  until  next 
day.  But  our  brave  troops  were  disappointed  ia 
the  expectation  of  another  attack.  For  whilst 
they  patiently  waited  during  the  night  of  the 
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pe  of  another  encounter  on  the 
of  visiting  upon  the  invaders 
ies  and  firesides  a  just  retribu- 
»  of  this  most  unprovoked  and 
e  enemy  hurriedly  and  silently, 
made  good  his  retreat  by  re- 
ails  of  the  operations  of  my 

I  respectfully  refer  you  to  the 
ision,  brigade,  and  regimental 
tarticipatcd  in  the  engagement; 
s  of  Colonel  Crutchfield,  my 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Walker, 
the  reserve  artillery,  and  Cap- 
ling  the  operations  of  the  artil- 

also  to  the  same  source  of 
3  names  of  many  officers  who 
^selves  in  this  battle,  and,  by 
;,  specially  merit  the  approba- 
ment  and  of  the  country, 
ird  to  you  a  list  of  the  casual- 
on  the  thirteenth  December, 
appear  that  twenty-six  officers 
one  hundred  and  ninety-five 
undred  and  eighteen  enlisted 
o  thousand  three  hundred  and 
oteen  officers  and  five  hundred 
men  missing;  making  a  total 
f  three  thousand  four  hundred 
fly  all  who  are  reported  as 
n  prisoners  in  the  fight.  By 
of  Major  Bridgford,  provost 
rps,  herewith  submitted,  it  ap; 
ured  five  hundred  and  twenty- 


one  prisoners,  of  whom  eleven  were  officers.  The 
report  of  Major  Bridgford  exhibits  a  gratifying 
statement  of  the  small  number  who  straggled 
from  the  ranks  during  the  last  action,  and  affords 
further  evidence  of  the  improving  discipline  and 
spirit  of  the  army. 

The  report  of  Major  Bier,  my  chief  of  ordnance, 
shows  that  we  captured  four  thousand  four  hun- 
dred and  forty-six  small  arms. 

My  medical  director,  Dr.  Hunter  McGuire, 
gave  special  and  skilful  attention  to  the  wounded. 

Major  J.  A.  Harman,  chief,  quartermaster,  Ma- 
jor W.  J.  Hawks,  chief  commissary,  and  Major 
O.  H.  Bier,  chief  of  ordnance,  discharged  their 
duties  well. 

During  the  action,  I  received  valuable  assist- 
ance in  transmitting  orders,  and  discharging 
other  duties,  from  the  following  members  of  my 
staff: 

Colonel  S.  Crutchfield,  chief  of  artillery. 
Colonel  A.  Smeade,  inspector-general. 
Captain  A.  S.  Pendleton,  assistant  adjutant- 
general 

Captain  J.  K.  Boswell,  chief  of  engineers. 

First  Lieutenant  J.  G.  Morrison,  aid-de-camp. 
First  Lieutenant  J.  P.  Smith,  aid-de-camp. 

Second  Lieutenant  W.  Williamson,  engineer 
department 

I  trust  that  the  victory  of  Fredericksburg,  with 
which  God  has  blessed  our  cause,  will  continue 
to  be  gratefully  remembered. 

I  am,  General,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  Jackson, 

Ll  cutenant-Gcncr.il. 


r  in  Second  Army  Corps,  Army  Northern  Virginia,  in  the  Battles  before  Fred- 
ericksburg, December,  1862 :  — 


Brigade. 

Kkuimknt. 

Kili.'d. 

WOUMDED. 

Total. 

2d  Virginia  Battalion  . 

7 
2 

38 
25 

45 

27 

1 

10 

11 

1st  South  Carolina  .  . 

15 

63 

73 

12tli  South  Carolina .  . 

1 

7 

8 

cc 
cc 

13th  South  Carolina .  . 

3 

52 

28 

65 

88 

cc 

21 

140 

iro 

22 

110 

13*2 

cc 

7 

82 

89 

cc 

5 

43 

48 

cc 

8 

53 

61 

7th  North  Carolina  .  • 
28th  North  Carolina .  . 

5 

81 

80 

cc 

10 

40 

05 

cc 

37th  North  Carolina .  . 

17 

70 

03 

cc 

18th  North  Carolina .  . 

13 

77 

00 

cc 

83d  North  Carolina'  .  . 

0 

32 

41 

5 

33 

38 

cc 

5 

52 

57 

cc 

4 

65 

50 

cc 

10th  Georgia  

15 

30 

54 

II 

5th  Alabama  Battalion 

3 

18 

21 

10th  North  Carolina .  . 

6 

48 

54 

CI 

34th  North  Carolina .  • 

2 

17 

10 

cc 

13th  North  Carolina .  . 

7 

30 

37 

cc 

II 

Sid  North  Carolina  .  . 

1 

44 

14 

45 
14 

11 

88 

00 

211 

1,408 

1,010 
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List  of  Casualties  in  Second  Corps  —  Continued. 


DtVlBlOK. 


D.  H.  aura 


n 

« 
11 
II 
It 

« 


ItHMlH 


11 


la 


•l 


Brigade. 


S     1        1        F        I        ■        i  I 


mm 


Artillery  


K  i  r  r  '  r< 


5th  Alabama 


Sfitti  A  lab nmi  .  .  , 
3d  Ala.im.mn  *  ,  .  * 
20th  North  Carolina 
^fcl  North  CnruhiiA 
I'Jth  North  Carolina 
fjth  North  Carolina 
4th  Guorjjtl  ...  * 
1st  North  Oarollua 
rtd  North  Carolina 
Hth  Ginttfm  *  - 
Oth  Georgia  *  i  - 
23d  Georgia  >  .  - 
27th  Stffljztb   >  i 
2Sth  Georgia  -  . 
1M  North  Carolina 
4th  North  Carolina 
SOtti  N(jrtti  Carotin* 
1  Ith  North  c.u-.  ltuu 
Jeff  DnvU  Artillery 
Page's  Battery 

—  .  -  i 


1 
7 

j 
* 
1 
| 

a 
1 

IB 
3 

1 

1 

■ 
17 
21 
9 
4 
1 
S 
it 
£1 


3dT  Col.  WAfrco 


itln  Col.  Pendleton . 
ii 


t  Louisiana  • 
i  Loiilnlana  .  + 
t  Louisiana 

6tb  LoulfltaDA  •  i 

Mh  Lou  i  ^  uni  ii  ....... 

Louisiana  Guanl  ArliUnry  * 
Cnfrltiirt  sin's  ItnttL'ry  ,  .  , 
^lit  North  Carolina .  .  .  ♦ 
ZUt  Georgia  **.»... 

l&rh  Alabama  . 

13th  Georgia  .  .  

i:*th  Virginia 

2$th  Virginia  . 

31fit  Virginia 

44th  Virginia  ....... 

49th  Virginia  ........ 

5M  Virginia    .  .  

5*7h  Virginia  ,  .  .  .  ,  ,  , 

iBt  Georgia     .  *  m  m  m  m  . 

CI  it  Georgia  .  

00th  Georgia  

13tb  Georgia  w  *  *  *  m  4  . 
20th  Georgia 

StAh  Georgia  


3 

15 
17 
6 
1 
ft 
10 


2d  Virginia  .  , 
5th  Virginia  .  . 
4th  Virginia  i  .  . 
Carpenter's  ] lattery 
2lst  Virginia  .  , 
4VdVk^ula.  , 
48th  Virginia  . 
Earne'*  Battery 
Ca#kle'n  Battery 
4Mh  Alnhama  . 
23d  Virginia  .  ■ 
37tfi  Virginia  . 
Woodln-'b  Oattarj 
1st  Loni*lima  » 

Hi  liOUlnlrJltlft  . 

10th  Louisiana 
Hth  Louisiana 


i 


7 

e 

7 
It 

a 
i 

t 

£4 
H 


13 
14 
13 
4« 
13 
6 


72 
48 


10 
11 
IS 
2a 

4 
25 

7 

1 

3 

A 

1 

8 

8 
7 
7, 
3 
4 
7 


» 

r 
u 
s 
t 
1 


I 

n 

100 
71 
H 


U 
H 

i 

0 

r 
i 

i 

i 
i 
u 
i 

7 
7 
I 
4 

7 
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PORT  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  R.  H.  ANDERSON. 

Headquarters  Atcdkrsow'b  Division,  I 
Hear  Fredbricksburo,  Va.,  January  8, 1868.  \ 

Major  G.  Moxlcy  ISorrd,  A.  A.  General, 
Headquarters  First  Army  Corps : 
Hajor  :  I  hare  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
ing  report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  division, 
the  battle  of  Fredericksburg: 
J  pon  the  signal  being  given,  on  the  morning  of 

eleventh  of  December,  the  troops  were  placed 
idly  m  position,  in  rear  of  the  line  of  field 
rke  and  batteries,  extending  front  Hazel  Run, 
the  right,  to  the  Waterworks  dam  on  the  left, 
the  following  order:  Featherston's,  Perry's, 
.hone's,  Wright's,  and  Wilcox's  brigades. 
In  the  afternoon  of  the  eleventh,  Ransom's 
ision  having  been  placed  between  Hasel  Run 
1  the  plank  road,  Featherston's  brigade  was 
ved  to  the  left  of  that  road.  About  dark  Gen- 
1  Ransom  recroesed  Hasel  Run  and  Feather- 
n  was  replaced  in  his  former  position. 
Detachments  of  one  regiment  from  each  bri- 
le  were  thrown  in  front  of  the  batteries,  and 
sag  pickets  were  pushed  forward  toward  the 
rn  and  along  the  canal. 

Early  on  the  twelfth,  General  Ransom  resumed 
former  place  behind  Hazel  Run  And  the  plank 
d,  and  Featherston's  brigade  was  again  drawn 
the  left  of  the  mad.  This  position  of  the  bri- 
les,  in  the  order  above  mentioned,  was  main- 
ned  until  Thursday  the  seventeenth  of  Decem- 
r,  when  the  division  was  withdrawn,  and  the 
ops  returned  to  their  camps.  Previous  to  the 
nmencement  of  the  engagement  there  were 
o  regiments,  the  Third  Georgia  and  Eighth 
orida,  of  Wright's  and  Perry's  brigades,  on 
ty  in  and  near  Fredericksburg.  These  regi- 
mts  had  been  placed  under  the  orders  of  Brig- 
ier-General  Barksdale,  commanding  in  the 
an,  and  were  engaged  with  the  enemy  when 
was  laying  his  bridges,  and  preparing  to  cross 
5  river.  The  Third  Georgia  met  with  but  very 
gift  loss.  The  Eighth  Florida  suffered  a  loss 
eighty-seven  killed,  wounded,  and  missing, 
te  missing  (43)  were  undoubtedly  captured. 
m  detachments  and  pickets  which  were  ad- 
need  the  first  night  in  front  of  the  batteries 
d  along  the  canal,  continued  to  occupy  their 
its,  and  they  suffered  some  loss. 
The  whole  loss  of  the  division  was  one  hun- 
9d  and  fifty-eight  killed,  wounded,  and  missing, 
e  commanders  of  batteries,  Captains  Marion, 
lger,  and  Lewis,  and  Lieutenant  Peet,  com- 
mding  Grandy's  battery,  merit  especial  notice 
■  their  skill,  courage,  and  good  management 
•oughout  the  five  days.  Their  batteries  were 
ejected  to  a  very  heavy  fire  from  those  of  the 
emy.  None  of  their  shot,  however,  were  spent 
an  artillery  duel,  but  were  reserved  for  tnose 
portunities  which  the  advancing  and  retiring 
umns  of  the  enemy  gave  them, 
[t  gives  me  pleasure  to  say  that  the  most  com- 
ndable  spirit  was  exhibited  by  the  officers  and 
diers  of  the  whole  division.  Their  patient 
lurance  of  the  exposure  to  which  they  were 
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subjected,  gave  assurance  of  pood  conduct  and 
gallant  deeds,  had  an  opportunity  been  presented. 
Featherston's  and  Perry's  brigades  lay  four  days 
and  nights  in  an  open  field  without  shelter  and 
without  fire.  It  is  due  to  Brigadier-General 
Mahone  to  say  that  he  discovered  and  pointed 
out  the  important  position  for  a  battery,  which 
enfiladed  the  slope  upon  which  the  enemy  formed 
his  battalions  before  and  after  his  attacks  upon 
Marye's  Hill,  and  that  he  rendered  very  efficient 
service,  assisting  in  the  construction  or  the  bat- 
tery  which  drove  them  from  that  place  of  shelter. 
I  beg  leave  to  mention  also  Brigadier-General 
Cadmus  M.  Wilcox,  and  to  ask  attention  to  his 
long-continued  and  uniformly  meritorious  con- 
duct in  his  present  grade.  I  have  witnessed  his 
courage,  zeal  and  ability,  and  have  received  most 
efficient  cooperation  from  him,  in  the  battles  of, 
Williamsburg,  Seven  Pines,  Gaines's  Mill,  Fra- 
zier's  Farm,  Second  Manassas  and  Fredericks- 
burg. I  earnestly  recommend  his  promotion. 
Mr.  Jett,  an  engineer  attached  to  my  division, 
rendered  good  service  in  the  erection  of  field 
works,  making  and  repairing  roads,  digging  rifle- 
pits  and  trenches,  and  such  like  work.  The  re- 
ports of  the  commanders  of  brigades  are  here- 
with submitted. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  Anderson, 
Major-General,  commanding'  Division. 

REPORT  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  McLAWS. 

Headquarters  Division,  ) 
Camp  near  Fredericksburg,  December  30, 1802.  ( 

Major  Sorrel,  Adjutant-General : 

Major:  My  division  occupied  the  front  line 
of  defeuce  from  Hazel  River  along  the  ridge  of 
hills  to  the  right  and  through  the  point  of  woods 
extending  into  Mr.  Alfred  Bernard's  field,  one 
brigade  being  in  reserve.  The  brigades  on  the 
right  hod  an  extended  rifle-pit  at  the  foot  of  the 
main  ridge  from  the  left  of  the  Telegraph  road 
to  a  private  road  near  Mr.  Howison's  barn.  The 
next  brigade  had  rifle-pits  along  the  foot  of  the 
hills  in  front  of  its  position,  and  others  on  the 
crests  of  the  hills.  The  right  brigade  constructed 
rifle-pits  and  breastworks  of  logs,  through  the 
woods,  with  abatis  in  front  of  them.  The  crests 
of  the  hills  were  occupied  by  the  batteries  of 
Captain  Read,  one  ten-poundcr  Porrott,  one 
twelve-pounder  howitzer,  one  three-inch  rifle; 
Captain  Manly's  battery,  one  three-inch  rifle, 
two  twelve-pounder  howitzers ;  Captain  Ells, 
one  thirty-pounder  Parrott ;  Captain  Macon,  two 
ten-pounder  Parrott's  and  two  six-pounders ; 
Cooper's,  three  ten-pounder  Parrott's  ;  Carlton's, 
two  ten-pounder  Parrott's ;  Eubank's,  one  three- 
inch  rifle  ;  McCarthy's,  two  three-inch  rifles  ; 
Dealing,  one  ten-pounder  Parrott;  Ross,  three 
ten-pounder  Parrott's;  and,  in  addition,  there 
were  a  number  of  smooth-bore  pieces  placed 
along  the  hills,  to  be  used  should  the  enemy 
advance  near  enough  for  their  effectual  range. 
One  brigade  was  constantly  on  duty  in  the  city 
to  guard  the  town  and  defend  the  river  crossings 
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as  far  down  as  one  fourth  of  a  mile  below  Deep 
Run  Creek.  Two  regiments  from  General  An- 
derson's division  picketed  the  river  bank  above 
tho  town,  reporting  to  the  Brigadier-General  in 
charge  of  the  brigade  on  duty  in  the  city.  The 
orders  were,  that  two  guns  should  be  fired  from 
one  of  my  batteries  in  a  central  position,  wliich 
would  be  the  signal  that>  the  enemy  was  attempt- 
ing to  cross.  These  were  the  positions  of  my 
command  and  the  orders  governing  them  up  to 
the  tenth  instant.  On  that  day,  the  brigade  of  Gen- 
eral Barksdale,  composed  of  Mississippi  troops, 
was  on  duty  in  the  city.  About  two  o'clock  A.  if., 
on  the  eleventh,  General  Barksdale  sent  me  word 
that  the  movements  of  the  enemy  indicated  they 
were  preparing  to  lay  down  their  pontoon  bridges, 
and  his  men  were  getting  into  position  to  defend 
the  crossing.  About  half  past  four  he  notified 
me  that  the  bridges  were  being  placed,  and  he 
would  open  fire  so  soon  as  the  working  parties 
came  in  good  range  of  his  rifles.  I  gave  the 
order,  and  the  signal  cuns  were  fired  about  five 
o'clock  A.  M.  I  had  been  notified  from  your 
headquarters  the  evening  previous  (the  tenth 
instant)  to  have  all  the  batteries  harnessed  up  at 
daylight  on  the  eleventh  instant,  and  I  had  given 
orders  that  my  whole  command  should  be  under 
arms  at  the  same  time.  General  Barksdale  kept 
his  men  quiet  and  concealed  until  the  bridges 
were  so  advanced  that  the  working  parties  were 
in  easy  range,  when  he  opened  fire  with  such 
effect  that  the  bridges  were  abandoned  at  once. 
Nine  separate  and  desperate  attempts  were  made 
to  complete  the  bridges,  under  fire  of  their  sharp- 
shooters and  guns  on  the  opposite  banks;  but 
every  attempt  being  attended  with  such  severe 
loss,  from  our  men  posted  in  rifle-pits,  in  the  cel- 
lars of  houses  along  the  banks,  and  from  behind 
whatever  offered  concealment,  that  the  enemy 
abandoned  his  attempts  for  the  time,  and  opened 
a  terrific  fire  from  their  numerous  batteries  con- 
structed along  the  hills  just  above  the  river. 
The  fire  was  so  severe  that  the  men  could  not 
use  their  rifles,  and  the  different  places  occupied 
by  them  becoming  untenable,  the  troops  were 
withdrawn  from  the  river  bank  back  to  Caroline 
Street,  at  half  past  four  o'clock  P.  M.  The  enemy 
then  crossed  in  boats,  and,  completing  their 
bridges,  passed  over  in  force  and  advanced  into 
the  town.  The  Seventeenth  Mississippi  (Colonel 
Fizer)  and  ten  sharpshooters  from  Colonel  Car- 
ter's regiment,  (the  Thirteenth,)  and  three  com- 
panies of  the  Eighteenth  Mississippi  regiment, 
(Lieutenant-Colonel  Luse.)  under  Lieutenant 
Iiadliif,  were  all  the  troops  that  were  actually 
engaged  in  defending  the  crossings  in  front  of 
the  city.  More  troops  were  offered;  but  the 
positions  were  such  that  but  the  number  already 
there  could  be  employed.  As  the  enemy  ad- 
vanced into  the  town  our  troops  fell  back  to 
Princess  Ann  Street,  and,  as  toe  enemy  came 
up,  they  were  driven  back  with  loss.  This  street 
fighting  continued  until  seven  p.  M.,  when  I  or- 
dered General  Barksdale  to  fall  back  and  take 
position  along  and  behind  the  stone  wall  below 
Marye's  Ilill,  where  it  was  relieved  by  the  bri- 
gade of  Brigadier-General  Thomas  K.  K  Cobb, 


and  retired  to  their  position  on  the  right  of  mr 
line  of  defence  in  the  woods  of  Mr.  Barnard7, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Luse,  with  his  regiment,  (the 
Eighteenth  Mississippi,)  who  occupied  the  river 
bank  below  the  town,  drove  back  the  enemy  in 
their  first  attempt  to  cross  the  river,  and  kept 
them  in  check  until  about  half  past  three  o'clock 
p.  if.,  when  two  regiments,  the  Sixteenth  Georgia 
(Colonel  Bryan)  and  Fifteenth  South  Carolina, 
(Colonel  DeSaussure.)  were  sent  to  his  support; 
and  it  being  then  deemed  advisable  the  whole  force 
was  withdrawn  to  the  river  road,  where  they  re- 
mained until  daylight  the  next  day,  whea  ther 
rejoined  their  brigades,  excepting  tne  Sixteenth 
Georgia,  which  retook  its  position  in  the  general 
line  of  defence.  These  regiments  performed  their 
duties  under  a  severe  and  destructive  fire  from 
the  enemy's  guns,  posted  along  the  hills  just 
above  the  river  on  the  opposite  side.   Early  on 
the  morning  of  the  eleventh,  a  battalion  of  the 
Eighth  Florida  regiment,  numbering  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  men,  was  nut  in  position  to 
the  left  of  Colonel  Fixer,  and  in  easy  ranee  of 
the  enemy  above  the  upper  bridge,  then  being 
rapidly  constructed  by  tnem.  This  battalion  m 
commanded  by  Captain  Long,  and,  while  under 
his  direction,  it  acted  gallantly  and  did  good  ser- 
vice —  Captain  Long  proving  himself  a  gallant 
and  efficient  officer ;  but  he  was  severely  wounded 
about  eleven  o'clock  A.  M.,  and  the  battalion  then 
rendered  but  little  assistance.   I  call  your  atten- 
tion to  the  special  report  of  Lieutenant4?ake*l 
Fizer  on  the  subject,  and  to  Captain  Goran,  in 
relation  to  the  conduct  of  three  companies  of  the 
same  regiment,  which  were  on  dutv  with  toe 
right  of  Colonel  Fixer's  regiment,  and  aho  to  the 
indorsement  of  Colonel  Humphries,  on  the  spe- 
cial report  of  Captain  Govan.   The  brigade  of 
General  Barksdale,  I  consider,  did  their  whok 
duty,  and  in  a  manner  highly  creditable  to  every 
officer  and  man  engaged  in  the  fight.   An  exam- 
ination of  the  positions  they  held  shows  that  no 
troops  could  have  behaved  more  gallantly. 

On  the  night  of  the  eleventh  instant,  the  Eigh- 
teenth and  Twenty-fourth  Georgia  regiments,  and 
Philips's  Georgia  Legion,  of  Cobb's  brigade,  re- 
lieved General  Barksdale's  command  behind  the 
stone  wall  at  the  foot  of  Marye's  Hill,  Philips*! 
Legion  on  the  left,  the  Twenty-fourth  Georgia  in 
the  centre,  and  Eighteenth  Georgia  regiment  on 
the  right,  occupying  the  entire  front  under  the 
hilL  During  that  night,  the  scouts  took  fifteen 
prisoners.  On  the  twelfth  inst,  close  and  hetrr 
skirmishing  was  kept  up,  but  no  real  attack  vat 
made.  On  the  thirteenth,  skirmishing  commeneed 
at  early  dawn,  the  enemy  shelling  in  that  direc- 
tion until  about  eleven  o'clock,  when  tne  advance 
of  the  enemy  drove  in  our  pickets,  and  hi*  col- 
umn approached  the  left  of  the  line  by  the  Tele- 
graph road,  and  deployed  to  our  right,  planting 
three  stands  of  colors  along  our  front ;  before 
their  deployment  was  completed,  our  fire  had  so 
thinned  their  ranks  that  the  survivors  retreated, 
leaving  their  colors  planted  in  the  first  position. 
Soon  another  column,  heavier  than  the  first,  ad- 
vanced to  the  colors,  but  were  driven  back  with 
great  slaughter.  They  were  met,  on  retiring,  bj 
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forcements,  and  advanced  again;  but  were 
a  repulsed  with  increased  loss, 
bout  one  o'clock  P.  if.,  General  Kershaw  was 
;ted  to  send  two  regiments  from  his  brigade 
he  support  of  General  Cobb,  who  reported 
he  was  getting  short  of  ammunition.  The 
tenth  Georgia  regiment  was  sent  forward  at 
lame  time.  Not  long  after  this,  General  Ker- 
r  was  directed  to  take  his  whole  brigade, 
as  his  command  was  moving,  he  was  ordered 
listen  forward  in  person,  and  assume  c om- 
it of  the  position  under  Marye's  Hill,  as  Ge-v 
Gobb  had  been  wounded  and  disabled.  The 
h  Carolina  regiments  were  posted,  the  Sec- 
ond Eighth  (Colonel  Kennedy  and  Captain 
kburn  commanding)  in  the  road,  doubling 
mlips's  Legion,  (Colonel  Cook,)  and  the  Twen- 
urtn  Georgia,  (Colonel  McMillan,)  the  Third 
Seventh  8outh  Carolina  (Colonel  Nance  and 
tenant-Colonel  Bland)  on  the  hill  to  the  left 
farye's  house;  the  Seventh  was  afterward 
9&  {on  a  call  from  the  Fifteenth  North  Caro- 
regiment  for  reenforcement)  to  the  right  and 
;  of  Marye's  house,  the  three  left  companies 

Lou  the  left  of  the  house,  the  Fifteenth 
Carolina  (Colonel  DeSaussure)  in  reserve 
e  cemetery ;  the  Third  battalion  (  Lieu  ten  an  t- 
nal  Rice)  was  posted  at  Howison's  mill  to 
t  any  attack  that  might  have  been  made  up 
si  Ban.  The  Eighth  and  Seventh  regiments 
ed  in  time  to  assist  in  repelling  a  heavy 
alt  made  on  the  left  at  quarter  to  three  p.  M. 
Third  and  Seventh  regiments  suffered  se- 
ly  while  getting  into  position,  especially  the 
er.  Colonel  Nance,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Kuth- 
d,  Major  Moffit,  Captains  Todd,  Summers, 
Nance,  were  shot  down  in  succession,  Cap- 
Summers  killed,  the  others  more  or  less 
[erously  wounded,  leaving  the  regiment  under 
sommand  of  Captain  John  K.  G.  Nance,  as- 
d  by  Lieutenant  Doby,  aid-de-camp  of  Gen- 
Kershaw.  Colonel  Nance,  although  badly 
aded,  declined  being  removed  at  the  time, 
continued  to  encourage  and  direct  his  men, 
after  he  was  removed  back  to  Marye's  house, 
red  that  his  regiment  take  a  new  position, 
w  the  men  would  be  lest  exposed,  and  sent 
lions  to  have  them  re-supphed  with  ammu- 
n.  In  the  mean  time,  the  enemy  deployed 
ravine,  which  was  between  us  and  the  city, 
distant  about  three  or  four  hundred  yams 
t  the  stone  wall,  and  advanced  with  fresh 
urns  to  the  attack*  at  intervals  of  not  more 
fifteen  minutes ;  but  they  were  repulsed  with 
,  and  driven  back  with  much  loss,  on  every 
lion.  This  continued  Until  about  half  post 
p.  M.(  when  the  enem  y  ceased  in  their  as- 
:s  for  a  time,  and  posting  some  artillery  in 
;  of  the  town  on  the  left  of  the  telegraph 
,  opened  on  our  position,  doing  but  little 
age.  The  batteries  of  Colonel  Walton,  on 
re's  Hill,  were  at  this  time  silent,  having  ex- 
ted  their  ammunition,  and  they  were  being 
ted  by  others  from  Colonel  Alexander's  bat- 
n*  Taking  advantage  of  the  hill,  the  Fif- 
&  South  Carolina  (Colonel  De  Saussure)  was 


brought  forward  from  the  cemetery,  and  posted 
behind  the  stone  wall,  supporting  the  Second 
South  Carolina  regiment  The  enemy,  in  the 
mean  while,  formed  a  strong  column  of  attack, 
and  advanced  under  cover  of  their  own  artillery, 
and,  no  longer  impeded  by  ours,  came  forward 
along  our  whole  front,  in  the  most  determined 
manner ;  but  they  were  repulsed  at  all  points. 
The  firing  ceased  as  night  came  on,  and  about 
seven  o'clock  our  pickets  and  those  of  the  enemy  * 
were  posted  within  a  short  distance  of  each  other. 

About  six  v.  M.,  the  Third  South  Carolina  regi- 
ment was  brought  from  the  hill,  and  posted  on 
the  left  of  Phifips's  Georgia  legion,  where  it  was 
relieved  by  General  Kemper,  with  a  portion  of 
his  brigade,  about  seven  p.  M.,  and  was  then 
ordered  in  reserve  by  General  Kershaw,  because 
of  its  previous  heavy  loss. 

The  body  of  one  man,  believed  to  be  an  officer, 
was  found  within  about  thirty  yards  of  the  stone 
wall,  and  other  single  bodies  were  scattered  at 
increased  distances,  until  the  main  mass  of  the 
dead  lay  thickly  strewn  over  the  ground  at  some- 
thing over  one  hundred  Yards  off,  and  extending 
to  the  ravine,  commencing  at  the  point  where 
our  men  would  allow  the  enemy's  column  to 
approach  before  opening  fire,  and  beyond  which 
no  organized  body  of  men  was  able  to  pass. 

On  the  fourteenth,  the  enemy  were  in  position 
behind  the  declivities  in  front,  but  the  opera- 
tions on  both  Bides  were  confined  to  skirmishing 
of  sharpshooters. 

On  tne  fifteenth  it  was  discovered  that  the 
enemy  had  constructed  rifle-pits  on  the  edge  of 
the  ravine ;  but  nothing  of  interest  occurred  dur- 
ing the  day.  Cobb's  brigade  was  relieved  by  that 
of  General  Semraes  on  the  night  of  that  day, 
against  the  wishes,  however,  or  Colonel  McMil- 
lan, commanding  Cobb'e  brigade,  who  objected 
to  relinquishing  such  an  honorable  position.  On 
the  sixteenth,  Tuesday  morning,  as  the  fog  lifted, 
it  was  discovered  that  the  enemy's  pickets  were 
withdrawn,  and  scouts,  being  sent  out,  reported 
that  the  enemy  had  retired  across  the  river,  re- 
moving their  bridges.  The  town  was  re-occupied 
by  two  regiments  from  Kershaw's  brigade,  and 
a  number  of  prisoners,  arms,  &c,  were  taken. 

Captain  Cuthbert,  of  the  Second  South  Caro- 
lina regiment,  with  his  company  of  sharpshooters, 
was  thrown  out  on  the  edge  of  Hazel  Run,  and 
did  good  service  in  annoying  the  flank  of  the 
enemy  as  their  columns  advanced  to  the  attack. 
His  loss  was  considerable. 

When  General  Kershaw's  brigade  was  sent  to 
the  front,  its  nlace  along  the  mam  line  of  defence 
was  occupied  by  the  brigade  of  Brigadier-General 
Jenkins,  a  regiment  from  which  occupied  the 
rifjht  flank  of  the  troops  at  the  foot  of  Marye's 
Hill,  along  Hazel  Run,  and  was  of  essential  ser- 
vice. 

The  Lieutenant-General  was,  however,  over- 
looking the  movements  of  all,  arid  every  order 
was  issued  under  his  supervision.  The  presence 
of  himself  and  the  General-in-Chief  inspired  the 
troops  and  rendered  them  invincible.  The  very 
great  enthusiasm  and  ardent  desire  for  the  enemy 
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to  advance  which  existed  and  was  evident  among 
all,  officers  and  men,  could  not  be  surpassed. 
And,  when  it  was  discovered,  on  the  sixteenth, 
that  the  enemy  had  retired,  there  was  an  univer- 
sal expression  of  disappointment 
The  artillery  along  the  heights,  under  the  au- 

{jervision  of  Colonel  H.  C.  Cabell,  chief  of  artil- 
ery,  and  his  subordinate,  Major  Hamilton,  opened 
fire  on  the  enemy's  left  flank  whenever  the  col- 
♦  umn  advanced,  with  such  effect  as  to  always  force 
them  to  retire  in  disorder,  or  to  incline  to  their 
right  under  shelter  of  ravines  and  rising  ground, 
forced  one  of  the  enemy's  batteries  to  retire,  which 
had  come  forward  on  the  right,  and  was  of  mate- 
rial assistance  in  checking  the  advance  of  their 
troops,  which  were  thmatening  the  centre.  I 
refer  you  to  the  special  report  of  Colonel  Cabell 
in  reference  to  the  operations  of  the  artillery. 

The  country  and  the  army  have  to  mourn  the 
loss  of  Brigadier-General  Thomas  R.  R.  Cobb, 
who  fell  while  in  position  with  his  brigade,  and 
was  borne  from  the  field  while  his  men  were 
repulsing  the  first  assaults  of  the  enemy.  He 
had  but  lately  been  promoted  to  a  brigade,  and 
his  devotion  to  his  duties,  his  aptitude  for  the 

Profession  of  arms,  and  his  control  over  his  men, 
have  never  seen  surpassed.  Our  country  has 
lost  a  pure  and  able  defender  of  her  rights,  both 
in  the  council  and  the  field. 

My  Aid-de-camp,  Captain  H.  L.  King,  was 
killed  on  Marye's  Hill,  pierced  with  five  balls, 
while  conveying  an  order  to  Brigadier-General 
Cobb.  He  was  a  brave  and  accomplished  officer 
and  gentleman,  and  had  already  distinguished 
himself  during  the  operations  in  front  of  Fred- 
ericksburg, as  he  had  done  in  all  the  other 
engagements  when  on  duty. 

Lieutenant  T.  S.  B.  Tucker,  my  other  Aid-de- 
camp, was  badly  wounded,  while  bearing  one  of 
my  orders.  He  has  always  been  noted  for  his 
daring  and  gallantry. 

The  services  of  my  Adjutant- General,  Major 
James  M.  Goggin,  were  important  and  distin- 
guished, as  they  have  been  always. 
My  thanks  are  due  to  the  other  members  of 


my  staff,  Major  McLaws  and  Major  Edwards, 
for  their  assistance ;  to  Lieutenant  Edwards, 
ordnance  officer,  who  was  active  and  efficient  in 
supplying  ammunition  to  the  troops  ;  and  to 
Lieutenant  Campbell,  of  the  engineers,  who  had 
been  engaged  day  and  night,  frequently  all  night, 
in  strengthening  the  different  positions,  and  on 
all  occasions  was  very  devoted  and  prompt  m  the 
discharge  of  his  duties. 

Colonel  McMillan,  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Geor- 
gia, who  succeeded  to  the  command  of  ti»  bri- 
gade when  General  Cobb  was  disabled,  dnriat 
the  first  assaults  of  the  enemy  on  Maryet  W, 
behaved  with  distinguished  gallantry  and  eoolsm 

General  Barksdale  commanded  his  ftie  brigade 
as  it  should  have  been  commanded,  and  added 
new  laurels  to  those  gained  on  erery  over  pre- 
vious battle-field. 

I  call  attention  to  the  conduct  of  General  Ker- 
shaw, who,  after  the  fall  of  General  Cobb,  com- 
manded the  troops  about  Marye's  Hill,  composed 
of  his  own  brigade  and  that  of  General  Cobb. 
He  possesses  military  talents  of  a  high  order, 
and  unites  with  them  that  self-possession  sad 
daring  gallantry  which  endears  mm  to  his  an* 
mand,  and  inspires  a  confidence  which  but  in- 
creases as  the  danger  grows  more  imminent 

My  Inspector-General,  Major  Costin,  was  par- 
ticularly active  and  distinguished  in  leafling 
troops  into  position  and  carrying  orders,  fre- 
quently under  the  hottest  fire,  and  for  his  dose 
attention  to  all  his  duties. 

The  brigade  of  General  Semmes  was  not  ac- 
tually engaged ;  but,  under  his  supervision,  the 
position  he  commanded  was  strongly  fortified, 
and  his  men  were  well  prepared  and  eager  for 
the  fight  under  his  leadership. 

Surgeon  Gilmon,  chief  surgeon  of  the  division, 
had  his  field  hospital  in  readiness,  and  his  arrange- 
ments were  so  complete  that  there  was  no  deten- 
tion or  unnecessary  suffering  of  the  wounded,  sad 
those  who  could  not  remain  in  camp  were  seat 
at  once  to  the  hospitals  in  Richmond. 

The  loss  of  killed,  wounded  and  missing,  m 
my  command,  was  as  follows :  — 
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)    while  the  regiment  was  on  picket. 

100 

086 

67 

663 

I  enclose  reports  of  the  several  brigade  com- 
manders, with  those  of  their  respective  regimen- 
tal and  battalion  commanders,  excepting  General 
Barksdale,  who,  receiving  a  leave  of  absence, 
went  away  without  rendering  his  report ;  those 


of  his  regimental  commanders  are,  however,  en- 
closed. 

Very  respectfully, 

L.  McLaws, 

KaJor-CtaMraL 
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BE  PORT  OF  MAJOR-GENAKAL  RANSOM. 

Headquarters  Division,  i 
7axp  near  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  Dee.  20, 1809.  \ 

yor  O.  M.  Sorrel,  Assistant  Adjutant-  General 
First  Corps  A.  N.  V. : 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
xut  of  my  division  during  the  several  days* 
erations  before  Fredericksburg,  commencing  on 
» eleventh  instant : 

On  the  morning  of  that  day  the  division  took 
sition  about  six  hundred  yards  in  rear  of  our 
tteries,  which  were  upon  Marye's  and  Willis's 
Us,  and  at  the  time  occupied  by  the  Washing- 
i  artillery.  About  noon,  it  was  withdrawn  to 
»  Telegraph  road,  a  little  in  rear  of  where  Gen- 
ii Longs treet  had  his  headquarters  during  the 
y.  At  nine  o'clock  p.  M.,  it  retook  the  position 
the  morning,  Cooke's  brigade  being  advanced 
within  two  hundred  yards  of  our  batteries,  and 
*  Twenty-fourth  North  Carolina,  of  my  brigade, 
A  placed  in  a  ditch  oh  the  left,  and  in  the  pro- 
igation  of  Cobb's  brigade,  which  occupied  the 
legraph  road  in  front  of  Marye's  and  Willis's 
la.  The  left  of  the  Twenty-fourth  rested  on  the 
ink  road.  My  batteries  remained  in  rear  of 
9  division. 

On  the  twelfth  there  was  no  change  except  the 
icing  of  three  long-range  guns  from  Cooper's 
ttery  near  Howison's  house  on  the  right  or  the 
legraph  road.  During  these  two  days  occa- 
inal  shells  from  the  enemy's  guns  burst  among 
d  near  the  troops,  but  there  were  few  or  no 
ones. 

About  half  past  eleven  o'clock  A.  M.,  on  the 
rteenth,  large  numbers  of  skirmishers  were 
rawn  out  from  the  town  by  the  enemy,  and  it 
m  became  evident  that  an  effort  would  be 
ide  to  take  our  batteries,  which  I  was  support- 
f.  Cooke's  brigade  was  ordered  to  occupy  the 
«t  of  Marye's  and  Willis's  Hills,  which  was  done 
fine  style.  By  this  time  the  enemy  backed  his 
irmuhert  with  a  compact  line,  and  advanced 
raids  the  hills ;  but  the  Washington  artillery 
d  a  well-directed  fire  from  Cobb's  and  Cooke  s 
fades  drove  them  quickly  back  to  their  shelter 
the  town.  But  a  few  minutes  elapsed  before 
other  line  was  formed  by  the  enemy,  he  all  the 
tile  keeping  up  a  brisk  fire  with  sharpshooters, 
is  line  advanced  with  the  utmost  determination, 
d  some  few  of  them  got  within  fifty  yards  of 
r  line  j  but  the  whole  were  forced  to  retire  in 
Id  confusion  before  the  telling  fire  of  our  small 
ns  at  such  short  range. 
During  this  attack,  two  of  Cooke's  regiments, 
ing  badly  exposed,  (for  there  were  then  no 
e-pits  on  the  hills,)  were  thrown  into  tlie  road 
,h  Cobb's  brigade.  For  some  few  minutes  there 
s  a  cessation  of  fire ;  but  we  were  not  kept 
ig  in  expectancy.  The  enemy  now  seemed  de- 
mined  to  reach  our  position,  and  formed,  ap- 
rently,  a  triple  line.  Observing  this  movement 
his  part,  I  brought  up  the  three  regiments  of 
r  brigade  to  within  one  hundred  yards  of  the 
?st  of  the  hills,  and  pushed  forward  the  Twenty- 
h  North  Carolina  volunteers  to  the  crest  The 


enemy,  almost  massed,  moved  to  the  charge 
heroically,  and  met  the  withering  fire  of  our  ar- 
tillery and  small  arms  with  wonderful  stanch- 
neas.  On  they  came  to  within  less  than  one 
hundred  and  filly  paces  of  our  line ;  but  nothing 
could  live  before  the  sheet  of  lead  that  was  hurled 
at  them  from  this  distance.  They  momentarily 
wavered,  broke,  and  rushed  headlong  from  the 
field.  A  few,  however,  more  resolute  than  the 
rest,  lingered  under  cover  of  some  fences  and 
houses,  and  annoyed  us  with  a  scattering  but 
well-directed  fire.  The  Twenty-fifth  North  Caro- 
lina volunteers  reached  the  crest  of  the  hill  just 
in  time  to  pour  into  the  enemy  a  few  volleys  at 
most  deadly  range,  and  then  took  position,  snoul- 
der  to  shoulder,  with  Cobb's  and  Cooke's  men  in 
the  road. 

During  this  attack,  the  gallant  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Cobb  was  mortally  wounded,  and  almost  at 
the  same  instant  Brigadier-General  Cooke  was 
wounded  and  taken  from  the  field.  Colonel  Hall, 
Forty-sixth  North  Carolina  volunteers,  succeeded 
to  the  command  of  his  brigade.  Nothing  daunt- 
ed by  the  fearful  punishment  he  had  received, 
the  enemy  brought  out  fresh  and  increased 
numbers  of  troops.  Fearing  lest  he  might,  by 
mere  force  of  numbers,  pass  over  our  line,  I  de- 
termined to  meet  him  with  every  man  at  my  dis- 
posal, and  started  in  person  to  place  the  remain- 
ing two  regiment  of  my  brigade.  Just  at  this 
instant,  Brigadier-General  itershaw  dashed,  on 
horseback,  at  the  head  of  one  of  his  regiments, 
up  the  new  road  leading  from  the  Telegraph  road, 
and  near  the  mill,  and  led  it  into  the  fight  imme- 
diately at  Marye's  house.  A  second  regiment 
from  nis  brigade  followed  and  took  position  in 
rear  of  and  near  the  graveyard  on  Willis's  Hill, 
and  remained  there.  I  now  advanced  my  regi- 
ments, and  placed  one  a  few  yards  in  rear  of 
Marye's  house,  and  the  other  on  its  right  and  a 
little  more  retired.  With  his  increased  numbers  the 
enemy  moved  forward.  Our  men  held  their  fire 
until  it  would  be  fatally  effective ;  meantime,  our 
artillery  was  spreading  fearful  havoc  among  the 
enemy's  ranks.  Still  ne  advanced  and  received 
the  destructive  fire  of  our  line ;  even  more  reso- 
lute than  before,  he  seemed  determined,  madly, 
to  press  on  ;  but  his  efforts  could  avail  nothing. 
At  length,  broken  and  seemingly  dismayed,  the 
whole  mass  turned  and  fled  to  the  very  centre  of 
the  town.  At  this  time,  I  sent  my  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral to  the  road  to  ascertain  the  condition  of 
the  troops  and  the  amount  of  ammunition  on 
hand.  His  report  was  truly  gratifying,  repre- 
senting the  men  in  highest  spirits,  and  abundance 
of  ammunition.  I  had  ordered  Cobb's  brigade 
to  be  supplied  from  my  wagons. 

The  afternoon  was  now  nearly  spent,  and  it  ap- 
peared that  the  enemy  would  not  again  renew  his 
attempts  to  carry  our  position.  Again,  however, 
an  effort,  more  lecblc  than  those  which  had  pre- 
ceded, was  made  to  push  his  .troops  over  the 
bodies  of  the  now  numerous  slain.  The  sun  was 
down,  and  darkness  was  fast  hiding  the  enemy 
from  view,  and  it  was  reasonable  to  suppose  there 
would  be  no  further  movement,  at  least  toward 


102 


REBELLION  RECORD,  1862-64. 


the  point  we  held ;  but  the  frequent  and  deter- 
mined assaults  he  had  made  would  not  permit  me 
to  despise  either  his  courage  or  his  hardihood, 
and  thinking  that,  as  a  last  alternative,  he  might 
resort  to  the  bayonet  under  cover  of  darkness,  I 
massed  my  little  command  so  as  to  meet  such  an 
attack  with  all  the  power  we  were  capable  of  ex- 
erting. Instead,  however,  of  a  charge  with  the 
bayonet,  just  after  dark  he  opened  a  tremendous 
fire  of  small  arms,  and  at  snort  range,  upon  my 
whole  line.  This  last  desperate  and  maddened 
attack  met  the  same  late  which  had  befallen  those 
which  preceded,  and  his  hosts  were  sent,  actually 
howling,  back  to  their  beaten  comrades  in  the 
town.  A  short  time  before  the  last  attack,  Brig- 
adier-General Kemper  had  reported  to  me  with  his 
brigade.  With  two  of  his  regiments  I  relieved 
the  Twenty-fourth  North  Carolina  volunteers, 
which  had  been  in  the  ditch  two  days,  and  placed 
the  others  in  close  supporting  distance  at  the 
crest  of  the  hill. 

During  the  whole  time  the  enemy's  artillery 
had  not  ceased  to  play  upon  us ;  but  our  butteries 
took  no  notice  of  it,  reserving  their  fire  and  using 
it  against  the  enemy's  infantry,  as  it  would  form 
and  advance,  with  extraordinary  effect  Thus 
ended  the  fighting  in  front  of  Fredericksburg. 

By  ten  o'clock  r.  m.,  General  Kershaw  had  put 
the  whole  of  his  brigade  in  the  road,  and  sent  me 
word  he  could  hold  it  I  was  satisfied  no  further 
attempt  would  be  made  by  the  enemy  before  day- 
light, and  withdrew  my  division  two  hundred 
yards,  and  permitted  it  to  rest  At  this  time  of 
night,  I  received  orders  to  send  a  batter}'  of  long- 
range  guns  to  Major  Garnett.  The  three  guns 
of  Cooper's,  at  Howison's  house,  were  sent,  and 
they  replaced  by  a  like  number  from  Branch's 
battery. 

Until  about  four  p.  M.,  on  the  thirteenth,  the 
Washington  artillery  had  served  in  the  batteries, 
when  it  was  relieved  by  Colonel  Alexander's  bat- 
talion, and,  during  the  night,  I  replaced  five  of 
his  guns  with  twelve-pounder  howitzers  from  my 
batteries.  During  the  day,  only  three  of  my 
guns  were  in  action,  and  those  were  at  the  Howi- 
8on  house.  I  am  informed  by  the  report  of  the 
captain  that  they  did  good  service,  both  in  the 
direction  of  Fredericksburg  and  more  to  the 
right 

On  the  fourteenth  little  of  moment  occurred. 
The  enemy  annoyed  us  by  an  unceasing  fire  from 
sharpshooters,  but  did  little  injury.  Early  on 
that  night,  I  was  directed  to  return  Kemper's 
brigade  to  General  Pickett.  It  was  replaced  by 
my  own.  Before  daylight,  orders  came  to  relieve 
Jenkins's  brigade,  on  the  right  of  the  Telegraph 
road,  which  I  had  now  with  my  own,  and  the 
latter  was  replaced  by  Cooke's  and  one  regiment 
from  Featherston's,  which  was  immediately  on 
my  left 

Late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  fifteenth,  large 
numbers  of  infantry  were  seen  collecting  in  the 
town,  and  the  sharpshooters  again  began  to  be 
troublesome.  Colonel  Alexander  and  Lieutenant 
Branch,  the  latter  having  charge  of  a  twelve- 
pounder  howitzer  and  a  ISapoleon  which  Colonel 


A.  had  sent  me,  by  a  few  well-directed  shells  dis- 
persed the  infantry  in  the  town  and  dislodged  the 
sharpshooters. 

About  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  sixteenth, 
Brigadier-General  Jenkins,  with  his  brigade,  re- 
ported to  me,  and  relieved  Cooke's. 

Too  high  commendation  cannot  be  bestowed 
unon  the  troops  under  my  command,  and  tho»e 
01  other  corps  who  came  under  my  observation; 
and  I  trust  it  will  not  be  out  of  place  to  mention 
some,  at  least,  of  the  latter.  The  unwavenxg 
firmness  evinced  throughout,  by  all,  raises  then 
to  the  highest  pitch  of  admiration. 

The  field,  on  the  thirteenth,  presented  the  un- 
precedented spectacle  of  a  fierce  battle  raging,  and 
not  a  straggler  from  the  ranks. 

Brigadier-General  Cooke  was  wounded  early  in 
the  action,  but  handled  his  troops  welL 

Brigadier-General  Kemper  came  upon  the  field 
late,  but  in  the  handsomest  style,  under  a  gal- 
ling fire,  moved  his  command  into  position  woo 
the  greatest  alacrity  aud  steadiness,  and,  during 
this  time,  lost  a  few  killed  and  quite  a  number 
wounded. 

While  I  do  not  disparage  any,  I  cannot  fail  to 
mention  the  splendid  and  dashing  action  of  the 
Twenty-fifth  ft  orth  Carolina  volunteers,  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Bryson  commanding,  in  going  into 
battle. 

Though  no  port  of  my  command,  I  will  not  past 
over  the  already  famous  Washington  artillery. 
Its  gallantry  and  efficiency  are  above  praise. 

Colonel  Alexander,  of  the  artillery,  brought  in 
his  battalion  admirably,  and  relieved  the  Wa*h- 
ington  artillery  under  a  hot  fire. 

I  regret  that  I  could  not  witness  the  part  taken 
by  the  long-range  guns  of  my  batteries ;  but,  from 
the  commanders*  reports,  they  did  good  service, 
both  in  the  direction  of  Fredericksburg  and  more 
to  the  right  of  our  lines.  Lieutenant  Branca,  in 
charge  of  the  two  pieces  above  mentioned,  han- 
dled them  beautifully. 

Lieutenant  and  Adjutant  Cooke,  Twenty-fourth 
North  Carolina  volunteers,  was  severely  wounded. 
I  have  before  witnessed  his  conduct,  and  no  one 
more  highly  merits  promotion. 

The  valuable  assistance  and  daring  gallantry 
of  my  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Captain  Thom- 
as Rowland,  and  volunteer  Aid,  Dr.  H.  L  Davis, 
deserve  my  warmest  commendation.  They,  three 
times  each  during  the  day,  traversed  the  entire 
front  of  my  line,  descending  and  returning  from 
the  road,  thus  six  times  running  the  gantlet  of  a 
most  fearful  fire. 

I  am  much  indebted  to  Lieutenant  E.  A.  Thorn, 
ordnance  officer  for  division,  for  his  devotion  and 
energy.  Whatever  might  have  been  the  duration 
of  the  battle,  so  long  as  ammunition  could  have 
been  had,  I  felt  sure  that  my  troops  would  be 
supplied.  After  the  battle,  he  collected  about  two 
thousand  small  arms. 

Lieutenant  and  Aid-de-camp  Bzodnax  rendered 
valuable  aid. 

I  should  fail  in  my  duty  if  I  did  not  notice  the 
splendid  dash  of  General  Kershaw  and  his  stall. 

Lieutenant  Landry,  of  Captain  Maurin's  bat- 


DOCUMENTS. 


103 


;eiy,  I  believe,  called  the  Donelson  artillery,  by 
iirection  of  Captain  Latrobe,  Assistant  Adjutant 
ind  Inspector-General,  took  his  piece  from  behind 
he  epaulement  in  order  to  dislodge  a  body  of  the 
memy  upon  whom  the  battery  could  not  play. 
If  oat  effectually  he  performed  this  service,  but, 
n  doina;  so,  lost  several  of  his  men  and  had  his 
siece  disabled.  His  conduct  was  admirable,  for, 
luring  the  time,  he  was  exposed  to  a  direct  fire 
if  six  and  an  enfilade  fire  of  four  guns. 

With  sadness,  we  mourn  the  loss  of  many  gal- 
ant  men ;  but  I  will  pay  a  special  tribute  to  the 
ntrepid  General  Cobb,  who  fell,  mortally  wound- 
ed, in  the  midst  of  his  men,  while  nobly  defend- 
ng  our  righteous  cause.  His  brigade,  throughout 
lie  day,  remained  at  the  post  of  honor,  in  the 
root  hne. 

Among  those  who  fell,  and  those  of  his  com- 
rades who  lament  his  loss,  there  was  not  one 
nore  meritorious  than  the  modest,  but  brave  and 
rnnlv,  Major  Kelly,  of  the  Thirty-fifth  North 
Carolina  volunteers. 

To  two  of  my  couriers,  private  Devam,  Twenty- 
burth,  and  private  Hood,  Thirty-sixth  North 
Carolina  volunteers,  I  am  truly  indebted  for  their 
levotion,  gallantry,  and  intelligence,  during  the 
leveral  days. 

I  herewith  enclose  a  complete  list  of  the  casu- 
dties  in  my  division ;  in  the  aggregate,  five  hun- 
Lred  and  thirty.  The  wounded  bear  a  large 
jroportion  to  the  killed.  Before  the  town  there 
rere  not  engaged,  all  told,  on  our  part,  more 
hen  five  thousand.  It  is  impossible  to  estimate 
fxactly  the  number  of  the  enemy  who  were  on- 
MMed  to  us.  From  prisoners  taken,  it  is  certain 
hat  ail  of  Sumner^  grand  division  and  part  of 
looker's  were  brought  against  the  position, 
kmong  these  can  be  named,  specially,  Hancock's 
tad  Whipple's  division,  the  Irish  brigade,  and  the 
rhole  of  the  regular  infantry  of  the  old  United 
bates  army,  the  latter  under  Sykes. 

The  enemy's  loss  in  killed  must  have  been  very 
arse.  Each  of  the  nights  of  Saturday,  Sunday, 
ind  Monday,  the  enemy  bore  off  large'  numbers. 
>n  Tuesday  I  walked  over  the  field,  and  the 
lain  lay  in  many  places  piled  up  on  each  other. 
Ls  I  understand  an  accurate  count  of  those 
Mined  has  been  made,  I  will  not  hazard  an  opin- 
on  as  to  the  real  number  killed.  The  havoc  was 
tppalling.  I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

K.  RANSOM,  Jr., 
Brigatisr-Genersl  commanding-  Division. 

REPORT  OF  MAJOR-GKHERAL  HOOD. 

Division  Hkadqoaktbrs,  near  I 
Fakdericksbuku,  Va.  I 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
eport  of  the  participation  of  my  command,  com- 1 
meed  of  the  Texas  brigade,  Brigadier-General  J.  > 
J.  Koberston  commanding ;  Law's  brigade,  Brig- 
dier- General  £.  M.  Law  commanding ;  Ander- ' 
on's  brigade,  Brigadier-General  G.  T.  Anderson , 
ommanding ;  Toombs's  brigade,  Colonel  H.  L. : 
lenning  commanding,  and  Keilly's,  Bachman's, 
nd  Gardner's  batteries,  in  the  battle  of  Freder-  j 


I  icksburg,  December  thirteenth,  1862,  and  opera- 
tions in  connection  therewith : 
|  In  obedience  to  instructions  from  the  Lieuten- 
I  ant-General  commanding,  on  hearing  the  signal 
,  guns,  about  two  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
!  eleventh  December,  I  immediately  formed  my 
j  command  and  moved  into  position  along  the  crest 
of  the  hills  stretching  from  Dr.  Reynolds's  house 
to  near  the  railroad  crossing,  and  occupied  the 
Bowling  Green  road  with  a  heavy  Hne  of  skir- 
mishers. Soon  afterwards,  I  pushed  forward 
about  one  hundred  riflemen  to  harass  the  enemy 
in  his  efforts  to  throw  a  bridge  across  the  Rap- 
pahannock River,  at  the  mouth  of  Deep  Run. 
This  party  was  unable,  however,  to  effect  the  de- 
sired object,  in  consequence  of  the  ground  not 
affording  shelter  to  the  men  within  rifle  range  of 
the  river.  My  scouts  having  reported,  near  dark, 
that  the  enemy  had  completed  a  bridge  across  the 
river  immediately  below  the  mouth  of  Deep  Run, 
and  in  my  front,  I  increased  my  force  in  the 
Bowline  Green  road,  and  threw  a  line  of  skirmish- 
ers to  the  front,  with  orders  to  the  commanding 
officer  to  hold  the  road.  The  enemy  commenced 
crossing  infantry  and  artillery  at  dark,  and  con- 
tinued- doin^  so  throughout  the  night,  at  the  same 
time  deploying  to  their  left,  to  and  below  Mr. 
Arthur  Bernard's  house,  thereby  indicating  his 
intention  to  attack  our  right. 

During  the  night,  I  withdrew  the  force  from  the 
Bowling  Green  road,  and  the  line  of  skirmishers 
back  to  the  road.  At  about  ten  o'clock,  on  the 
morning  of  the  twelfth,  I  was  relieved  by  General 
A.  P.  Hill's  division,  and,  in  obedience  to  orders 
from  the  Lien  tenant-General  commanding,  re- 
lieved General  Pickett  on  my  left.  Discovering 
a  body  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  deployed  along  the 
railroad,  I  detached  two  companies  from  Toombs's 
and  one  company  from  Law's  brigade,  and,  without 
loss  on  our  side,  drove  them  off,  killing  two  or 
three  men  and  five  horses.  About  dark,  General 
Pickett  reoccupied  his  original  position  ;  and,  in 
compliance  with  instructions  from  the  Lieutenant- 
General  commanding,  I  moved  my  command 
back  to  my  original  position,  with  orders  to  co- 
operate with  A.  P.  Hill's  or  any  other  troops  of 
General  T.  J.  Jackson's  corps. 

On  the  thirteenth,  during  the  engagement  on 
the  right  of  our  line,  a  considerable  force  of  the 
enemy  defiled  from  the  right  bank  of  Deep  Run, 
and,  forming  line  of  battle,  advanced,  driving 
our  skirmishers  from  and  occupying  the  railroad. 
Two  of  Brigadier-General  Law's  regiments,  the 
Fifty-seventh  North  Carolina,  Colonel  A.  C.  God- 
win commanding,  and  Fiftv-fourth  North  Carolina, 
Colonel  J.  C.  McDowell  commanding,  were 
thrown  forward,  the  Fifty-seventh  leading,  and  in 
gallant  style  drove  the  enemy  from  the  position 
he  had  gained,  following  him  up  to  within  three 
hundred  yards  of  the  Bowling  Green  road,  and 
punishing  him  severely.  These  regiments,  with 
the  Fourth  Alabama,  Law's  brigade,  snpport,  held 
the  railroad  until  dark,  when  tney  were  relieved 
by  other  troops  from  my  command,  who  retained 
possession  or  it  until  the  enemy  recrossed  the 
river,  on  the  night  of  the  fifteenth. 
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As  usual,  Brigadier-General  Law  was  conspic- 
uous upon  the  field,  acting  with  great  gallantry, 
and  had  his  horse  killed  under  nim  whilst  per- 
sonally directing  the  movements  of  his  brigade. 

It  is  with  much  pleasure  that  I  call  your  atten- 
tion to  the  gallant  hearing  of  both  the  officers 
and  men  of  the  Fifty-seventh  North  Carolina 
regiment,  Colonel  A.  C.  Godwin  commanding,  in 
their  charge  on  a  superior  force  of  the  enemy, 
posted  in  the  strong  position  he  had  gained. 
Equal  praise  is  due  the  Fifty-fourth  North  Caro- 
lina regiment,  Colonel  J.  C.  McDowell  command- 
ing, for  their  able  support  of  the  Fifty-seventh, 
and  especially  for  their  display  of  ' discipline  in 
changing  front  under  fire,  to  cover  the  left  flank 
of  the  Fifty-seventh  from  the  fire  of  a  force  of 
the  enemy  occupying  Deep  Run,  below  the  rail- 
road, to  which  they  became  exposed  in  conse- 


quence of  their  pursuit  of  the  force  they  had 
dislodged.  Indeed,  I  cannot  in  justice  omit  to 
mention  the  bearing  and  morale  of  my  entire 
command  during  the  time  the  enemy  was  in  an 
front,  as  evidenced  by  their  earnest  desire  to  bt 
led  to  battle  and  their  presence  at  all  times,  a% 
to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  not  a  single  ofiur 
or  man  left  ranks  without  proper  authority. 

The  members  of  my  staff  were,  as  usual,  si 
their  posts,  and  aealous  in  the  discharge  of 
every  duty  devolving  upon  them.  Below  wul  be 
found  a  summary  of  the  casualties  of  my  coanuai 

For  further  particulars,  attention  is  called  to 
accompanying  reports  of  brigade  commander*. 
I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  fi.  Hood, 

Xajor-General,  eonatadsf 
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REPORT  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  D.  II.  HILL. 

riKADQUARTKRS  Divisfox,  December  24, 1802. 
Captain  A.  S.  Pendleton,  A.  A.  G.  : 

Captain  :  1  have  the  honor  to  report  the  opera- 
tions of  my  command  around  Fredericksburg. 
On  the  third  December  my  division  was  sent  to 
Port  Royal,  to  prevent  the  crossing  of  the  Yan- 
kees at  or  near  that  point.  Four  Yankee  gun- 
boats were  then  lying  opposite  the  town.  Kifle- 
pits  were  constructed  above  the  town  on  the 
night  of  the  fourth,  to  prevent  the  pirates  from 
ascending ;  and  Hardaway's  Whitworth  gun  was 
placed  on  Jack's  Hill,  some  three  miles  below  the 
town,  and  his  remaining  two  guns,  with  Carter's 
Farrott's,  were  placed  on  the  hill  due  west  of  the 
town.  Hardaway  opened  upon  the  gunboats 
about  three  o'clock,  on  the  fifth  instant.  Finding 
the  fire  too  hot  for  them,  they  fled  back  to  town, 
where  they  were  sheltered  from  Carter's  fire. 
Hardaway  continued  to  pelt  them ;  and,  to  stop 
his  fire,  (us  is  supposed,)  the  ruffians  commenced 
shelling  the  town,  full  of  women  and  children. 
The  town  was  partially  destroyed,  but  a  merciful 
God  kindly  protected  the  inoffensive  inhabitants. 
A  dog  was  killed  and  a  negro  wounded ;  no  other 
living  being  was  injured.  Finding  that  Harda- 
way's  fire  did  not  slacken,  the  pirates  fled  down 
the  river.  But  now  a  worse  fate  awaited  them 
than  a  distant  cannonade.  The  gallant  Major 
Pelham,  of  General  Stuart's  horse  artillery,  had 
a  section  of  artillery  immediately  on  the  bank  of 


the  river,  and  gave  them  a  parting  salute.  Hi 
was  greeted  with  grape  and  canister,  and  had  oat 
man  killed.  There  were  no  casualties  at  mv  bat- 
teries. From  Yankee  sources,  we  learned'  tost 
the  pirates  lost  six  killed  and  twenty  woundsi 
Whether  they  over-estimated  or  under-estimated 
their  loss,  I  do  not  know.  They  sometimes  lis  oi 
one  side,  and  sometimes  on  another.  In  a  few 
days,  the  pirates  returned  as  hifrh  as  Port  Ts» 
bogo,  with  five  more  of  their  thievish  consorts. 
Eleven  rifle  guns  of  Colonel  Browne's  resent 
artillery  and  all  my  division  batteries  were  brought 
down  to  the  river,  under  cover  of  a  dense  fog 
and,  when  it  lifted,  were  opened  upon  them 
The  firing  was  bad,  except  from  the  Whitworta, 
and  it  soon  drove  them  under  cover  of  a  tmek 
growth  of  woods,  where  they  lay  concealed.  We 
have  learned,  from  the  same  respectable  Yankee 
source,  that  three  of  the  pirates  ware  struck,  om 
three  times,  and  that  a  captain  was  killed  and 
four  or  five  other  thieves  knocked  on  the  head. 
We  had  no  casualties.  Just  before  sundown,  oa 
the  twelfth  instant,  I  received  an  order  to  march 
that  night  to  Fredericksburg,  as  the  Yankees 
were  expected  to  attack  General  Lee  the  next 
day.  A  portion  of  my  command  was  twenty-tee 
miles  from  that  city,  and  the  most  of  them  fan 
eighteen  to  twenty.  We  began  our  march  imme- 
diately, and  proceeded  until  we  were  stopped  by 
encountering  General  Early's  column,  some  three 
miles  from  Hamilton's  Crossing.  We  waited  until 
|  daylight,  and  then  followed  General  Early.  HQs 
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division  was  placed  in  the  second  line,  behind 
general  A.  P.  Hilly  and  my  division  in  the  third 
line,  behind  General  Early.  We  remained  in  that 
•position  until  noon,  when  the  division  was  or- 
dered on  the  extreme  right  to  meet  a  flank  move- 
ment of  the  Yankees,  under  General  Doubleday. 
We  were,  however,  soon  ordered  back,  as  Double- 
day  aid  not  advance,  and  our  front  line,  under 
General  A.  P.  Hill,  had  been  broken.  General 
Early  pushed  forward  and  recovered  the  lost 

Sound,  and  my  division  took  Early's  position, 
y  division  artillery  and  the  reserve  artillery, 
under  Colonel  Brown,  (temporarily  under  my 
command,)  were  sent  forward  in  the  afternoon 
to  relieve  the  batteries  which  had  been  engaged 
in  the  morning.  The  relieving  batteries  have 
been  highly  commended  for  gallant  and  effective 
service.  Captains  Carter,  Hardaway,  Bondurant, 
Fry,  and  Page  were  conspicuous  here,  as  every- 
where, for  gallantry  and  alacrity  in  the  discharge 
of  duty.  Towards  sundown,  on  the  thirteenth, 
a  general  advance  of  our  lines  was  ordered,  pre- 
ceded by  artillery.  Artillery  officers  were  c  oiled 
for  to  volunteer  for  this  hazardous  duty.  Cap- 
tain Bondurant  and  Lieutenants  Pendleton  and 
Carter,  of  my  division,  volunteered  and  brought 
out  their  batteries.  The  answering  reply  of  the 
Yankee  artillery  to  ours  was  so  rapid  and  constant 
that  the  advance  was  halted  before  our  columns 
emerged  from  the  woods  to  view. 

On  the  fourteenth  instant.  Generals  Early  and 
Taliaferro  occupied  the  front  line,  my  division 
thcMcond  line,  and  General  A.  P.  Hill  the  third. 
The  Yankees,  having  been  terribly  thrashed  the 
day  before,  were  quiescent  on  the  fourteenth. 
They  had  established  themselves  in  a  hedge-row, 
•nd  had  it  .lined  with  artillery.  Hardaway  got 
*  position,  with  his  Whitworth  gun,  from  which 
he  could  enfilade  the  line.  He  drove  out  all  their 
batteries,  and  made  them  leave  at  a  gallop.  I 
think  that  his  gun  killed  the  Yankee  General 
Bavtrd,  as  no  other  of  our  guns  could  carry  so 
far  m  to  the  point  where  he  was  struck.  At 
Cpperrille,  on  November  second,  this  gun  put  to 
flight  two  Yankee  batteries,  and  cavalry  and  ar- 
tillery, at  the  distance  of  three  miles  and  a  half. 
Grimes's  brigade  occupied  the  extreme  right  of 
our  front  line  on  the  night  of  the  thirteenth,  and 
tald  the  same  position  for  the  next  two  days. 
This  biigade  also  furnished  a  hundred  sharp- 
shooters to  support  Stuart,  and  these  were  con- 
stantly skirmishing  with  the  Yankees  during  the 
fourteenth  and  fifteenth.  Colonel  Estes,  with 
regiment,  Forty-fourth  Georgia,  Doles's  bri- 
gade, was  also  sent  to  support  Stuart  on  the 
fcight  of  the  thirteenth,  ana  remained  with  him 
Until  the  fifteenth.  These  advance  troops,  to- 
cher with  the  skirmishers  thrown  out  from  each 
bri?ade  when  on  the  advance  line,  were  the  onlv 
Portions  of  my  division  actively  engaged  with 
Yankees.  My  division  relieved  Generals 
-Early  and  Taliaferro  before  day  on  the  fifteenth, 
**d  remained  all  day  in  the  advance.  Major 
Jones's  battalion,  of  my  division  artillery,  was 
Placed  on  our  left  flank.  The  Yankees  were 
Unusually  placid  on  the  fifteenth.  The  only  firing 


worthy  of  notice  was  from  some  dozen  or  twenty 
pieces  on  the  other  aide  of  the  river,  attempting 
to  dislodge  Hardaway  from  his  enfilading  posi- 
tion. He,  however,  lay  quietly  on  his  straw-rick, 
looking  at  them  with  his  glass,  and  only  firing 
when  he  could  make  his  shot  telL  As  the  day 
of  the  fifteenth  wore  away  without  a  fight,  the 
division,  with  the  exception  of  the  advance  de- 
tachments, not  having  drawn  trigger,  applied  to 
Lieutenant-General  Jackson  to  remain  one  day 
longer  on  the  front  line.  This  request  was 
granted.  At  daylight,  our  pickets  were  thrown 
forward,  and  the  enemy  found  to  be  gone.  Burn- 
side  had  changed  his  base.  We  captured  two 
hundred  and  ninety-two  of  the  Yankee  pickets 
and  stragglers,  and  gathered  up  between  three 
and  four  thousand  excellent  rifles  and  muskets. 
I  regret  to  add  that,  although  none  of  my  troops 
drew  trigger,  with  the  exceptions  above  made,  we 
had  one  hundred  and  seventy-three  casualties  in 
the  division,  nearly  all  from  the  artillery  fire  of 
the  Yankees. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  all  my  staff  for  faithful 
and  efficient  services.  Major  J.  W.  llatchford 
and  Major  Archer  Anderson,  Adjutant-General's 
stuff;  Major  Jones,  commanding  battalion  of 
artillery  ;  Captain  Carter,  Chief  of  Artillery  ; 
Captain  M.  L.  Randolph,  Signal  Officer;  Lieu- 
tenant H.  H.  Morrison,  Aid-de-camp;  Lieuten- 
ant E.  F.  Brevard,  Volunteer  Aid ;  Lieutenants 
Harris  and  Estelle,  Ordnance  Officers ;  Mr.  Ar- 
thur Chichester,  Engineer  Officer ;  Sergeant 
Harmcling,  commanding  the  couriers,  —  all  ren- 
dered valuable  and  important  service. 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  steadiness  of 
my  men  under  fire,  their  confidence  of  victory 
and  eagerness  to  lend  their  efforts  to  achieve  it, 
their  patient  endurance  of  a  fatiguing  march  the 
night  before  the  battle,  and  their  general  subor- 
dination and  good  conduct  Under  tried  veter- 
ans as  brigade  commanders  —  Rodes,  Colquitt, 
Picrson,  Doles,  and  Grimes — I  feel  confident 
that  they  will  do  well  whenever  called  upon  to 
meet  the  infernal  Yankees.  In  no  battle  of  the 
war  has  the  signal  interposition  of  God  in  our 
favor  been  more  wonderfully  displayed  than  at 
Fredericksburg,  and  it  is  to  be  earnestly  hoped 
that  our  gratitude  will  correspond  in  some  de- 
gree with  Hie  favor. 

Bespectfully  submitted, 

D.  H.  Hill, 

H^Jor- General. 
REPORT  OV  MAJOR-GENERAL  A,  P.  II ILL. 

Headquartpks  A.  P.  Urisi.'n  Lioht  Pivtwtow,  ) 
Jackson's  Corps,  Camp  near  > 
Fkkdkiucksbubg,  January  1, 1863.  ) 

Captain  A.  8.  Pendleton,  Assistant  Adjutant" 

General  Jackson's  Corps : 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  light 
division  in  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg : 

It  having  been  definitely  ascertained  that  the 
enemy  had  crossed  the  Rappahannock  in  large 
force,  on  the  evening  of  the  eleventh  December, 
I  was  directed  by  General  11.  E.  Lee,  subse- 
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quently  by  the  Lieutenant-General,  also,  to  move 
my  division  at  dawn,  on  the  twelfth,  and  relieve 
Major-General  Hood.  In  obedience  to  this  order, 
I  put  my  troops  in  position,  my  front  line  con- 
sisting of  two  regiments  of  Brockcnbrough's  bri- 
gade, the  brigades  of  Generals  Archer,  Lane, 
and  Pender,  my  extreme  right  resting  upon  the 
road  leading  from  Hamilton's  Crossing  to  the 
Port  Royal  road,  and  my  left  to  within  a  short 
distance  of  Deep  Creek. "  Upon  the  hill  crown- 
ing the  right  of  my  line,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Lindsay  Walker,  my  Chief  of  Artillery,  had  in 
position,  under  his  own  immediate  direction, 
fourteen  rifle  and  Napoleon  guns,  composed  of 
the  batteries  of  Pegram  and  Mcintosh,  with  sec- 
tions from  the  batteries  of  Crenshaw,  Latham, 
and  Johnson,  commanded  respectively  by  Lieu- 
tenants EUett,  Potts,  and  Chitter.  The  batte- 
ries of  Captains  Davidson  and  Braxton  (the  latter 
commanded  by  Lieutenant  Marye)  were  placed 
to  cover  my  left,  about  two  hundred  yards  in 
front  of  Pender's  brigade. 

My  line  of  battle,  as  thus  formed,  was  fully 
one  mile  and  a  half  in  extent,  the  division  of 
Major-General  Hood  being  on  my  left  Lane's 
brigade  was  some  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  in 
advance  of  my  general  line,  the  timber,  in  the 
skirt  of  which  was  posted  his  brigade,  jutting 
out  into  the  low  grounds  some  distance  from  the 
main  body.  Along  the  military  road  —  a  new 
road  running  in  rear  of  my  front  line  from  right 
to  left,  cut  by  Major-General  Hood — were  post- 
ed my  reserves,  consisting  of  the  remainder 
of  Brockenbrough's  brigade,  Fortieth  and  Fifty- 
fifth  Virginia,  as  a  support  to  Walker's  batteries, 
Gregg's  brigade  crossing  the  interval  between 
Archer  and  Lane,  and  Thomas's  brigade  the  inter- 
val between  Lane  and  Pender.  The  division 
remained  as  thus  posted  during  Friday  and  Fri- 
day night  undisturbed,  except  by  the  shelling 
from  the  enemy's  guns. 

On  Saturday  morning,  Lieutenant-General 
Jackson  directed  that  Braxton's  battery  and  two 
batteries  from  Brigadier-General  TaUaferro's  di- 
vision be  placed  in  advance  of  the  railroad,  and 
General  Lane  was  directed  to  support  them. 
Braxton's  battery  was  relieved  by  Latimer,  a 
youii£  veteran.  About  ten  o'clock,  Saturday 
morning,  the  lifting  of  the  fog  discovered  to  us 
the  lines  of  the  enemy,  drawn  out  in  battle  array 
on  the  low  grounds  between  us  and  the  river, 
covering  the  whole  of  my  front,  and  extending 
far  to  the  left,  towards  Fredericksburg.  They 
were  deployed  in  three  lines,  with  heavy  reserves 
behind  the  Port  Royal  road.  Soon  their  line?, 
accompanied  by  ten  batteries,  six  on  their  left 
and  four  on  tne  right,  moved  forward  to  the 
attack.  They  had  advanced  but  a  short  distance, 
when,  Stuart's  horse  artillery  opening  on  them 
from  the  Port  Royal  road  and  enfilading  their 
lines,  the  advance  was  halted,  and  four  of  the 
batteries  gave  their  attention  for  an  hour  or  more 
to  Major  Pelham.  As  soon  as  Pelham  ceased 
his  fire,  all  their  batteries,  right  and  left,  opened 
a  terrific  fire  upon  the  positions  occupied  by  my 
batteries,  and  shelled  the  woods  promiscuously. 


There  being  no  reply  from  any  of  our  bateriq 
and  being  unable  to  elicit  any  discoveries  fits 
this  sharp  practice,  continued  for  an  boar* 
more,  the  advance  was  again  sounded,  and,  p  ; 
ceded  by  clouds  of  skirmishers,  the  rignt 
lantly  essayed  another  attempt.   To  eour  tfe  ; 
advance,  their  batteries  were  now  served  vsk  Ie 
redoubled  activity;  and  now,  the  misaes ofo-  i. 
fantry  being  within  point  blank  ranee,  the  tm 
was  deepened  and  made  deadly  to  the  atvfu  r 
shell  and  canister  from  our  long  silent,  hstw  *e 
madly  aroused,  batteries  ploughed  throsgntsx  * 
ranks.   The  enemy,  however,  condoned  ts  ai  >: 
vance,  and  the  three  batteries  already  menriaW  v 
as  having  been  posted  in  advance  of  the  nM,  ::i 
were  compelled  to  retire,  their  withdraw!)  eeaf  e 
covered  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hill,  vita  *  •* 
Seventh  North  Carolina.   Lane's  brigade  ta 
the  first  to  encounter  the  masses  of  tkeasw,  2 
who,  recoiling  somewhat  from  his  direct  fa4  » 
shifted  their  main  attack  to  his  right,  enfant  » 
ing  to  penetrate  through  the  interval  bema  * 
Archer  and  himself.   The  attack  directly  - 
of  Archer  and  of  Walker's  guns  had  ben  * 
lantly  repulsed,  the  enemy  finding  vhst  sW  ' 
thev  could  along  the  railroad.   ConeentHft?  3 
their  columns  of  attack,  the  enemy  new  asfc  ■ 
bold  effort,  and,  pushing  onward,  turned  LaWl 
right,  although  obstinately  resisted  by  the  Tie* 
ty-cighth  and  Thirty-seventh  North  CarouniRp 
menu.   Colonel  Barber,  of  the  Thirty-sew 
finding  his  right  turned,  changed  front  with  ti 
three  right  companies,  and  poured  in  a  deft* 
live  fire.  These  two  regiments  continued  tofiej* 
until  their  ammunition  was  exhausted,  sndvtti 
then  quickly  and  steadily  retired  from  the  Wi, 
refilling  their  boxes  and  rejoining  tljeir  brink. 
The  three  remaining  regiments  of  Lane's  \mt 
(Seventh,  Eighteenth,  and  Thirtv-third  licA 
Carolina)  steadily  continued  to  Wtie  sjsiel 
overwhelming  numbers,  and  the  attack  «■ 
checked  by  well-directed  volleys  from  the  Thirty- 
third  regiment,  Colonel  Avery.  General  Them 
responding  to  the  call  of  General  Lane,  rapidly 
threw  forward  his  brigade  of  Georgians,  by  th 
flank,  and  deploying  by  successive  fonnsooai, 
squarely  met  the  enemy,  charged  them,  sad, 
joined  by  the  Seventh  and  part  of  the  Eighteead 
North  Carolina,  drove  them  back,  with  tread 
dous  loss,  to  their  original  position.    In  th 
mean  time,  the  main  column  of  attack  had  wedge* 
in  to  the  right  and  rear  of  Lane,  encounter* 
Archer's  left,  and,  attacked  in  flank  and  rear,  th 
Fourteenth  Tennessee  and  Nineteenth  GeorgE 
were  compelled  to  give  back.   General  Arena 
observing  the  threatening  condition  of  affairs  a 
his  left,  very  promptly  detached  the  Fifth  Ah 
bama  battalion,  holding  his  line  with  the  brsr 
First  Tennessee,  under  the  gallant  Turney,  an 
this  movement,  rapidly  executed,  and  assisted  b, 
two  regiments  of  Brockenbrough,  ^Forty-sevent 
Virginia  and  Twenty-second  Virginia  battalion, 
was  attended  with  signal  success.    The  advai 
cing  columns  of  the  enemy  had  also  encounter* 
an  obstacle  in  the  military  road  which  they  httl 
expected —  Gregg's  brigade  of  South  Caroliniai 
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way.  Taken  somewhat  by  surprise, 
ere  thrown  into  confusion,  mistaking 
ig  enemy  for  our  own  troops  felling 
i  at  this  moment  that  Brigadier-Gon- 
3regg  — ■  himself  fearful  of  harming 
-fell,  in  front  of  the  rides,  mortally 
A  more  chivalrous  gentleman  and 
er  never  adorned  the  service  which 
One  company  of  the  rifles,  Lieu- 
ee,  and  the  four  remaining  regiments, 
welfth,  Thirteenth,  and  Fourteenth, 
as  on  parade.  Colonel  Hamilton, 
land  of  the  brigade,  threw  back  the 
f  his  regiment  and  opened  a  destruc- 
Twelfth  faced  about,  and  the  Thir- 
ourteenth,  under  the  direction  of  Col- 
on, faced  by  the  rear  rank,  changed 
d,  and  stood  prepared  to  resist  any 
sweep  down  my  rear.  The  combat 
sharp,  and  v  decisive.    The  rattling 

I  charging  yell  of  the  Fifth  Alabama 
e  forty-seventh  Virginia  regiment, 
•second  Virginia  battalion,  and  the 
9  from  Hamilton's  regiment,  right  in 
res  more  than  Yankee  firmness  could 
ddition  to  this,  that  gallant  old  war- 
Early,  to  whom  I  had  sent,  request- 
would  move  down  to  mv  support, 
g  through  the  woods  at  tie  double- 

y,  completely  broken,  fled  in  confu- 
fcwo  regiments  of  Bracken brough's 
iher,  with  the  First  Tennessee  and 
ma  battalion,  and  Early's  troops, 
across  the  railroad  and  back  to  their 
i  this  backward  movement  of  theirs, 
fcgain  inflicted  heavy  loss  upon  them, 
me  left  of  my  line,  held  by  the  North 
pde  of  General  Pender,  (Thirteenth, 
venty-second,  Thirty-fourth,  and  Thir- 
be  enemy  made  several  threatening 
idvance,  but  were  invariably  repulsed 
ireeted  fire  from  Davidson's  ana  Lati- 
From  the  nature  of  the  ground 
Pender's  brigade,  and  the  entire 

II  protection  against  artillery,  his 
red  the  greater  part  of  the  terrible 
at  Davidson  and  Latimer,  and  suf- 
ry.  General  Pender  was  himself 
id  hi*  Aid,  Lieutenant  Sheppard, 
,  gallantly  rallying  a  portion  of  the 
egiment  of  Lane's  brigade.  During 
ry  absence  of  General  Pender,  the 
the  brigade  devolved  upon  Colonel 
he  Thirteenth.  The  two  batteries 
h  by  the  fire  of  a  heavy  line  of  skir- 
ilonel  Scales  directed  Major  Cole, 
y-second  North  Carolina,  to  dislodge 

was  handsomely  done.  The  Six- 
id  McElroy,  which  had  been  thrown 
iport  to  Latimer's  battery,  became 
mgaged  with  a  brigade  of  the  enemy 
Ivanced  up  Deep  Hun  under  cover, 
I  by  two  North  Carolina  regiments 
gade,  Hood's  division,  drove  them 
enemy  having  thus  been  repulsed  at 


all  points,  my  brigades  remained  in  their  original 
positions,  save  General  Thomas's,  (Fourteenth, 
Thirty-fifth,  Forty-fifth,  and  Forty-ninth  Georgia,) 
which  was  not  recalled  from  the  position  it  bad 
so  gallantly  won  in  the  front  line,  and  General 
Archer,  who,  being  out  of  ammunition,  was  re- 
lieved by  Colonel  Hoke,  of  Early's  division. 
About  dusk  I  received  an  order  from  the  Lieu- 
tenant-General to  advance  my  whole  line  and 
drive  the  enemy.  This  order  was,  however,  coun- 
termanded while  preparations  were  being  made 
to  camr  it  cut.  During  the  night  my  division 
was  relieved  from  the  front  by  the  divisions  of 
Generals  Early  and  Taliaferro.  When  the  fight 
was  hottest,  General  Taliaferro  very  promptly 
responded  to  my  call,  and  moved  down  his  di- 
vision to  within  easy  supporting  distance  of  my 
left.  I  cannot  close  this  report  without  calling 
the  attention  of  the  Lieutenant-General  to  the 
admirable  manner  in  which  the  troops  of  this 
divisiqp  behaved  under  that  most  trying  of  all 
things  to  the  soldier,  viz.,  inaction  under  a  heavy 
fire  of  artillery.  The  absence  of  all  straggling 
was  remarkable,  and  is  entitled  to  high  commen- 
dation. The  conscripts  showed  themselves  de- 
sirous of  being  thought  worthy  comrades  of  our 
veteran  soldiers.  In  this,  as  in  all  previous  bat- 
tles, my  thanks  are  eminently  due  to  the  brigade 
commanders  for  their  hearty  cooperation,  the 
coolness  and  skill  with  which  they  nave  handled 
their  troops.  General  Pender,  though  wounded, 
resumed  the  command  of  bis  brigade  as  soon  as 
his  wound  was  dressed. 

Amongst  the  field  officers  wounded  are  Colo- 
nels Turney,  Barber,  Purdie ;  Lieutenant-Colonel 
George,  First  Tennessee  ;  Majors  Vandegraff, 
Norton,  Lee,  Neill,  and  Buchanan.  The  three 
field  officers  and  senior  captain  (Turney)  of  the 
First  Tennessee  were  struck  down.  General  Pen- 
der mentions  especially  First  Lieutenant  S.  8. 
Kirkland  and  Mr.  John  Young,  Volunteer  Aid- 
de-camp.  General.  Archer  was  efficiently  served 
by  Lieutenants  Lemnion  and  Thomas.  General 
Lane  speaks  of  the  good  conduct  of  Captain 
Hawks  and  Lieutenant  Lane,  A.  D.  C  And 
General  Thomas,  that  when  all  did  so  well  he 
cannot  say  more.  Captain  Alexander  Haskell, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General  to  the  lamented 
Gregg,  was  severely  wounded,  but  refused  to 
leave  the  field,  until,  fainting  from  exhaustion 
and  loss  of  blood,  he  was  carried  ofL  Captain 
Alston,  of  the  First  South  Carolina  volunteers, 
also  deserves  special  mention;  he,  having  been 
severely  wounded,  after  being  dressed  at  the  hos- 
pital, returned  to  the  field  in  spite  of  the  re- 
monstrance of  the  surgeon.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Walker,  assisted  by  Lieutenant  Chamberlaine, 
directed  the  fire  from  hie  guns  with  admirable 
coolness  and  precision.  Pegram,  as  usual,  with 
Mcintosh  to  help  him,  managed  to  find  the  hot- 
test place,  though  perhaps  Davidson  might  have 
been  willing  to  exchange  positions  with  them. 

I  had  forgotten  to  mention  that  at  half  past 
three  o'clock  my  batteries  on  the  right,  except 
one  section  of  Pegram's,  were  relieved  by  the 
corps  of  Colonel  Brown. 
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The  chief  surgeon  of  the  division,  Dr.  Powell, 
by  his  system,  and  order,  and  untiring  personal 
attention,  secured  more  comfort  to  the  wounded 
than  has  been  usual.  By  ten  o'clock  the  next 
day  his  hospital  had  been  cleared  of  all  those 
who  could  be  moved,  and,  with  their  wounds 
dressed,  were  on  their  way  to  Richmond.  He 
acknowledges  valuable  assistance  from  the  Rich- 
mond committee. 

The  members  of  my  staff;  Major  Morgan,  as- 
sistant adjutant-general;  Captain  Wingall,  as- 
sistant adjutant  and  inspector-general;  Captain 
Hill,  aid-de-  camp ;  Major  Palmer,  First  Virginia 
regiment,  Captain  Adams,  signal  officer,  and 
Captain  Gordon,  volunteer  aid-de-camp,  (whose 
horse  was  killed,)  were  active  and  sealous  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duties.  Captain  Howard,  my 
engineer  officer,  was  particularly  efficient  in 
strengthening  my  lines.  Captain  Stanard,  ord- 
nance officer,  made  efficient  arrangements  for  the 
supply  of  ammunition,  and  fought  with  his  guns. 
Captain  Braxton,  though  sick,  appeared  on  the 
field.  Sergeant  Tucker,  chief  of  couriers,  was,  as 
usual,  always  bv  m  v  side,  active  and  fearless. 

The  loss  in  the  light  division  is : 

Officers — killed,  sixteen;  wounded,  one  hun- 
dred and  nineteen.  Enlisted  men — killed,  two 
hundred  and  fifteen;  wounded,  one  thousand 
three  hundred  and  fifty-five.  Missing — officers, 
eleven;  enlisted  men,  four  hundred  and  six. 
Total,  two  thousand  and  eighty-five. 

I  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  accompanying 
reports  of  commanding  officers  of  brigades, 
lam,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  P.  Hill, 

Major-General,  commanding  Light  Division. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  TALIAFER- 
RO, COMMANDING  JACKSON'S  DIVISION. 

Headquarters  Jackson's  Division,  ) 
Camp  jf  ear  Moos  Nkck,  December  21, 1662.  \ 

Captain  A.  8.  Pendleton,  Assistant  Adjutant' 
General: 

Captain  :  In  conformity  with  the  order  of  the 
Lieutenant-Genera]  commanding,  I  have  the  honor 
to  report  the  operations  of  this  division,  on  the 
thirteenth  and  fourteenth  instants,  before  Freder- 
icksburg: 

On  the  morning  of  the  twelfth,  I  marched  from 
Guineas  Station  to  Hamilton's  Crossing,  at  which 
place  I  found  the  division  of  Moior-ueneral  A. 
P.  Hill  posted  in  order  of  battle  from  the  cross- 
ing, on  the  right,  to  Bernard's  quarters,  on  the 
left.  I  took  position  on  the  railroad,  to  his  right, 
but  was  subsequently  ordered  to  move  my  com- 
mand to  the  rear  of  the  left  of  his  line.  I  posted 
Paxton's  and  Starke's  brigades  in  rear  of  Gregg's 
and  Thomas's,  of  Hill's  division,  and  held  Talia- 
ferro's and  Jones's  brigades  in  reserve.  In  the 
evening  I  ordered  Colonel  Warren,  commanding 
Taliaferro's  brigade,  to  the  rear  of  Hamilton's 
house,  to  support  the  artillery  posted  on  the  hill 
in  front.  Upon  the  arrival  of  Early's  division 
next  morning,  this  brigade  was  withdrawn,  and 
reoccupied  its  old  position.    General  Early's 


line  connected  with  mine  on  the  right  Mrvfr 
lery  was  held  at  the  crossing  on  the  Mine  ra( 
to  the  left  of  the  division.  I  reported  to  Gem! 
A.  P.  Hill  my  dispositions  in  nis  rear,  and » 
formed  him  that  I  had  ordered  the  brigade  si 
battery  commanders  to  recognize  any  deana 
for  support,  if  pressing,  without  the  intenoai 
of  immediate  superiors* 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  thxrteeatk,  tk 
batteries  of  Captains  Wooding  and  Carpana, 
the  latter  commanded  by  Lieutenant  McXtakcj 
were  posted  in  the  field,  across  the  niksis 
the  right  of  Bernard's  quartera,  and  the  La  at 
tery,  Lieutenant  Stetham,  and  two  pes*  tf 
Lusk's  battery,  on  the  hill  to  the  left  Thetis*  ' 
pieces  of  these  batteries  operated  on  tat  atxm 
right. 

The  enemy  advanced  about  nine  o'clock,  ffci 
our  batteries  opened  a  destructive  ire  ssos  law, 
causing  them  to  waver  and  break  1  but  they  ssi 
advanced,  concentrating  ao  heavy  a  fire  af  ■* 
lery  upon  the  position  that  it  betame  djbvbw 
to  retire  the  batteries  behind  the  railroeifcntf 
of  the  quarters,  after  two  hours'  actum,  lb* 
fan  try  of  the  division,  during  this  time,  w»  ad- 
jected to  the  shells  of  the  enemy,  but  ediewi 
to  the  military  road,  to  he  in  easy  soppit  •* 
General  Hill's  line,  with  perfect  steadies*  ■! 
enthusiasm.   General  Paxton,  finding  that  at 
troops  were  giving  back  to  the  right  of  Garf 
brigade,  and  the  enemy  advancing  beroni  tk 
front  line,  through  a  gap,  which  fronted  s  boejj 
wood,  supposed  to  be  inaccessible  to  the  eM 
moved  his  brigade  to  the  right,  and  sagsn 
with  two  of  his  regiments,  the  enemy,  was  m 
penetrated  to  the  military  road,  but  who  wens- 
tiring  by  the  time  he  reached  that  point.  Be 
then  pushed  forward  to  the  front,  and  oecajH 
for  the  rest  of  the  day,  the  front  fine  at  Ust 
place.   The  other  brigades  were  held  in  potfe 
m  rear  of  the  military  road  until  the  morning  of 
the  fourteenth,  when  I  relieved  General  A.  P. 
Hill's  troops  in  the  front}  Starke'a  brigade re- 
lieving General  Pender's  on  the  lefty  Joeen, 
Taliaferro's,  and  Paxton's  occupying  the  raflroA 
and  connecting  with  General  Early's  troops  « 
the  right   At  daybreak  the  enemy  made  a  stigfct 
demonstration  on  my  left,  their  skinnitheri  ad- 
vancing nearly  to  the  railroad  cut,  but  they  wen 
instantly  driven  back.   I  thought  it  advisable  to 
change  the  position  of  Starke'a  brigade,  wfaks 
had*  relieved  Pender's,  and  extend  my  left  onthi 
railroad.   This  waa  ordered  and  aceonmbshed; 
but  I  subsequently  withdrew  part  of  that  oijawhi 
and  held  it  in  position  to  command  the  nriaj 
ground  near  Bernard's  quartera.   The)  akirsmh 
ing,  in  the  early  part  of  the  day,  waa  quite  brhi 
and  animated  along  the  whose  line,  bat  cess* 
about  midday.   I  had  given  poekive  orders  ti 
waste  no  ammunition,  and  to  fire  only  when  tb 
annoyance  of  the  enemy's  skirmiahers  rendew 
it  necessary.   I  am  satisfied  the  men  fired  vitl 
deliberation  and  ooneiderable  effect.  I  had  1 
battery  masked  behind  Bernard's  house,  sai 
some  of  my  pieces  to  the  left  cooperated  wit] 
those  of  General  Hood. 
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ve  o'clock  a.  M.  of  the  fifteenth,  I  was  re- 
by  General  D.  H.  Hill,  and  moved  my 
na  back  to  the  Mine  road, 
le  pleasure  in  stating  that  officers  and  men 
id  admirably,  displaying  coolness  and  cour- 
ader  fire,  and  changing  positions  without 
•order  or  confusion. 

dd  particularly  mention  Brigadier-Generals 
and  Paxton,  Colonel  Warren,  (Tenth  Vir- 
commanding  Taliaferro's  brigade,  and  Col- 
•endleton,  (Fifteenth  Louisiana,)  command- 
srke'i  brigade,  whose  reports  are  herewith 
ded,  and  who  make  especial  mention  of 
af  their  officers :  among  them  most  particu- 
s  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gardner,  Fourth  Vir- 
nfantry,  who  was  severely  wounded, 
umot  too  highly  mention  the  gallantry  of 
in  Brockenbrough,  chief  of  artillery,  and  of 
n  Wooding  and  Lieutenant  Jones,  Wood- 
►sttery,  ana  Lieutenant  Lambie,  Carpenter's 
r,  all  of  whom  were  severely  wounded ;  and 
Main  Caskie,  Lieutenants  McKendree,  Hun- 
tatham,  Early,  and  Donald, 
s  with  great  pain  I  have  to  add  that  the 
a  has  to  deplore  the  loss  of  one  of  its  most 
t  officers  of  artillery,  Lieutenant  Barton, 
vo  pallont  officers  of  the  Twenty-first  Vir- 
regiment,  Captain  Ames  and  Lieutenant 
»,  who  fell  nobly  discharging  their  duty, 
lie  occasion,  in  conclusion,  to  acknowledge 
ligations  to  the  officers  of  my  staff,  Captain 
Taliaferro,  assistant  adjutant-genera), 
a  Moore,  inspector-general,  and  Major  T. 
iaferro,  volunteer  aid-de-camp,  and  to  call 
on  to  the  excellent  arrangements  made  for 
nfort  of  the  wounded  by  Surgeon  Coleman, 
d  director  of  division, 
dose  a  list  of  killed  and  wounded,  amount- 
one  hundred  and  ninety, 
ave  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  Taliaferro, 

igadter-Gencrml,  commanding  Jackson's  Division. 

>BT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  EARLY, 
COMMANDING  DIVISION. 

"  HSAOQUABTEBS  EWKLL'S  DIVISION,  i 

December  27, 1«C3.  | 
n  A.  S.  Pendleton,  A.  A.  General  Second 
«  A.  N.  V.  : 

tain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
report  of  the  operations  of  this  division  in 
ion  of  the  thirteenth  instant,  near  Freder- 

bedienoa  to  orders  from  the  Lieutenant- 
1,  commanding  the  Second  corps,  I  marched 
ision,  on  the  night  of  the  twelfth  instant,  to 
inity  of  Hamilton's  Crossing,  on  the  Rich- 
Fredericksburg,  and  Potomac  Railroad, 
ouacked  for  the  nijght  Early  next  morn- 
accordance  with  like  orders,  I  moved  to 
isaing,  and  posted  the  division  nearly  at 
ngles  with  the  railroad,  along  the  direct 
rhich  here  crosses  the  railroad,  with  my 
sating  on  the  latter,  so  as  to  support  the 
>f  Major-General  A.  P.  Hill's  division, 


which  occupied  the  front  line.  Hays's  brigade 
was  placed  on  the  right,  with  Trimble's  brigade, 
under  command  of.  Colonel  R.  F.  Hoke,  of  the 
Twenty-first  North  Carolina  regiment,  immediate- 
ly in  rear  of  it.  To  the  left  of  Hays's  was  Law- 
ton's  brigade,  under  command  of  Colonel  E.  N. 
Atkinson,  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Georgia  regiment ; 
and  to  the  left  of  the  latter  was  my  own  brigade, 
under  command  of  Colonel  J.  A.  Walker,  of  the 
Thirteenth  Virginia  regiment.  The  batteries  of 
the  division,  under  charge  of  Captain  J.  W.  Lati- 
mer, who  was  detailed  to  act  as  chief  of  artillery 
for  the  occasion,  in  consequence  of  Captain  Wil- 
liam D.  Brown  (who  was  previously  acting  in 
that  capacity)  having  been  disabled  by  an  acci- 
dent, were  directed  to  be  parked,  under  cover,  in 
the  rear,  until  wanted.  As  the  division  moved 
into  position,  the  artillery  fire  commenced  from  the 
enemy's  batteries,  though  not  at  first  directed 
towards  the  place  occupied  by  the  division.  After 
a  short  interval,  however,  shells  began  to  fell  in 
the  vicinity,  and  for  two  or  three  hours  the  divis- 
ion was  exposed  to  quite  a  severe  cannonade,  and 
suffered,  to  some  extent,  from  the  shells  and  other 
missiles  which  passed  through  the  woods  in  front. 

About  or  a  little  after  noon,  the  infantry  fire 
having  commenced  in  front,  and  becoming  quite 
animated,  a  messenger  from  Brigadier-General 
Archer,  of  General  A.  P.  Hill's  division,  came  to 
the  rear,  stating  that  General  Archer  was  pressed 
and  wished  reinforcements.  Just  at  this  moment 
I  received  an  order  from  the  Lieutenant-General 
commanding  the  corps,  through  one  of  his  staff 
officers,  to  hold  my  division  in  readiness  to  move 
to  the  right  of  the  railroad,  as  the  enemy  was 
making  a  demonstration  in  that  direction.  This 
caused  me  to  hesitate  a  moment  about  sending  a 
brigade  forward ;  but  I  directed  Colonel  Atkinson 
to  get  ready  to  advance  with  his  brigade,  and  the 
order  had  hardly  been  given  before  an  officer  of 
artillery  came  galloping  to  the  rear  with  the  in- 
formation that  an  interval  (an  awful  gulf,  as  he 
designated  it)  had  been  left  in  our  front  line  on 
the  left  of  General  Archer's  brigade,  through 
which  the  enemy  were  penetrating  with  a  heavy 
column,  thus  endangering  Archers  brigade  and 
all  our  batteries  on  the  right  I  immediately 
ordered  Colonel  Atkinson  to  move  forward  with 
his  brigade,  (Lawton's,)  as  I  was  informed  the 
interval  was  in  front  of  it  This  order  was 
promptly  complied  with,  and  the  brigade,  with 
the  exception  of  one  regiment,  (the  Thirteenth 
Georgia,)  moved. forward  in  fine  style,  and,  in  a 
few  minutes,  encountered  the  enemy  in  the  woods 
on  the  hill  immediately  in  rear  of  a  point  at 
which  the  railroad  passes  through  a  small  neck 
of  swampy  woods,  which  position  he  had  reached 
almost  without  opposition,  thus  greatly  endanger- 
ing our  right,  as,  in  a  few  minutes,  Archer's  and 
Fields  brigades,  with  our  batteries  on  the  right, 
would  have  been  surrounded,  and  the  enemy  have 
obtained  a  lodgment  from  which  it  would  have 
been  difficult  to  drive  him.  Lawton's  brigade, 
without  hesitating,  at  once  dashed  upon  the 
enemy  with  the  cheering  peculiar  to  the  Confed- 
erate soldier,  and  which  is  never  mistaken  for 
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the  studied  hurrahs  of  the  Yankees,  and  drove 
the  column  opposed  to  it  down  the  hill,  across 
the  railroad  and  out  into  the  open  plain,  advan- 
cing so  far  and  with  such  ardor  as  to  cause  one 
of  the  enemy's  batteries  to  be  abandoned.  This 
brigade  was,  however,  compelled  to  foil  back 
from  this  point  by  the  approach  of  a  large  column 
on  its  right  flank,  which  proved  to  be  Birney's 
division  of  Stoneman's  corps  and  Hooker's  grand 
division.  In  a  very  few  moments  after  ordering 
the  advance  of  Lawton's  brigade,  I  also  ordered 
Colonel  Walker  forward  with  my  own  brigade,  as 
I  was  informed  Lawton's  brigade  would  not  cover 
the  interval  in  the  line.  This  order  was  executed 
in  double-quick  time,  and  Walker  encountered 
the  enemy  m  the  woods  to  the  left  of  the  place 
at  which  Lawton's  brigade  encountered  one  col- 
umn, another  having  turned  General  Lane's  right 
flank,  and  his  brigade  having  given  way  in  con- 
sequence. This  column  was  quickly  driven  out 
of  the  woods  by  Walker,  across  the  railroad,  and 
into  the  plain  beyond  j  but,  perceiving  still  another 
column  crossing  the  railroad  to  his  left  and  enter- 
ing the  woods,  he  withdrew  the  brigade  back  to 
the  railroad,  and  took  position  on  it,  detaching, 
at  the  same  time,  the  Thirteenth  Georgia  regi- 
ment, under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Terrill,  to  attack 
the  last-named  column  of  the  enemy  on  the  flank. 
About  the  same  time  General  Thomas,  of  Gen- 
eral A.  P.  Hill's  division,  with  his  brigade,  at- 
tacked this  column  in  front,  and,  under  the  two 
fires,  it  was  driven  back,  with  considerable 
slaughter.  As  soon  as  Lawton's  and  my  own 
brigades  were  ordered  forward,  I  directed  Colonel 
Hoke  to  move  with  his  brigade  (Trimble's)  to  the 
left  of  Hays's,  on  the  same  line ;  but  he  had  hardly 
got  into  position  before  I  received  information 
that  Archer's  brigade  was  giving  way,  and  I  or- 
dered Hoke  to  advance  to  his  support,  obliquing 
to  the  right  This  was  done  in  gallant  style,  ana 
Hoke  found  the  enemy  in  possession  of  the 
treneh  which  had  been  occupied  by  General 
Archer's  brigade,  on  the  crest  of  the  hill,  and  "in 
the  woods  in  rear  of  it  Hoke  attacked  the 
enemy  vigorously,  and  drove  him  from  the  woods 
and  trench  to  the  railroad  in  front,  in  which  there 
were  reserves.  He  followed  up  his  attack,  and 
drove  the  enemy  from  the  railroad,  which  was  a 
strong  position,  some  distance  in  front,  capturing 
a  considerable  number  of  prisoners,  ana  after- 
wards securing  several  hundred  stands  of  arms. 
He  advanced  his  brigade  to  a  fence  some  distance 
in  front  of  the  railroad ;  but  perceiving  his  danger 
of  being  flanked  by  the  enemy,  who  had  brought 
up  large  fresh  columns,  I  sent  an  order  to  him  to 
fell  back  to  the  original  line,  whieh  order,  how- 
ever, he  anticipated  by  retiring  in  good  order, 
leaving  two  regiments  and  a  oettahon  on  the 
railroad,  and  occupying  the  trench  on  the  crest 
of  the  hill  with  the  two  other  regiments  and  the 
Thirteenth  Georgia  regiment,  whieh  latter,  having 
failed  to  accompany  its  brigade  on  account  of  a 
misapprehension  of  its  Colonel,  had  been  ordered 
forward  with  Hoke's  brigade,  and  got  up  in  time 
to  occupy  the  trench,  but  not  to  participate  in  the 
charge. 


Just  as  I  had  ordered  Colonel  Hoke  fbnruLl  I? 
received  a  message  from  Lieutenant-God  ||! 
Jackson  to  advance  to  the  front  with  the  vMt  t  r* 
division ;  and  I  thereupon  ordered  General  Hsxi  lj 
to  advance  in  rear  of  Colonel  Hoke  with  ha\»  V 
gade,  which  movement  was  promptly  exeeotak  1 
the  enemy,  who  had  discontinued  his  artillery  to  * 
while  his  infantry  was  advancing  on  the  MB,  x* 
ing  reopened  his  batteries,  so  that  this  bri^ak 
was  exposed  to  a  palling  Are  while  advancin^g, 

This  brigade  did  not  engage  in  the  in£ansuli] 
fight,  because,  by  the  time  it  reached  the  ^sj 
line,  the  enemy  had  been  effectually  remx-M 
The  movements  of  the  three  brigades  whieh  "^n 
engaged  are  necessarily  described  separately  «s> 
cause  they  engaged  three  separate  bodies  fc 
enemy.   They  were,  however,  moved  ftnrajrva 
rapid  succession  in  the  order  suited,  and  veztifc 
fact,  all  engaged  at  the  same  time,  though  ees> 
mencing  their  several  engagements  at  ffifenf 
times  in  the  same  order  in  which  they  aavsnosl 
The  railroad  makes  a  circle  In  pausing  ftov  fle  I 
right  of  our  position  around  to  the  left,  so  tk 
Lawton's  brigade,  in  passing  to  the  front,  vsi 
Walker's  and  Hoke's  respectively  on  me  left  wd 
right  of  it,  was  thrown  into  the  apex  of  an  sagfc 
and  having  the  start  of  them  botn,  it  was  w» 
sarily  thrown  farther  forward  than  either  of  tk 
others  when  it  crossed  the  railroad  and  adrwed 
into  the  plain.   This  exposed  its  flaaki;  asi 
hence  it  was  that  this  brigade  was  compelled  ti  I 
fall  back,  as  before  stated,  which,  however,  it  fit 
not  do  until  its  commander,  Colonel  Atkinw, 
and  Captain  E.  P.  Lawton,  the  Assistant  Adjoin* 
General,  were  both  disabled  by  wounds,  and  is 
ammunition  was  almost  entirely  exhausted.  Se> 
ing  this  brigade  falling  back,  I  halted  it  on  1st  1 
hill  in  the  woods  irnmediatery  in  rear  of  the  pis* 
at  which  it  had  first  met  the  enemy,  and  canam  ' 
it  to  be  reformed  under  the  command  of  Cokod 
C.  A.  Evans,  of  the  Thirty-first  Georgia  regimes; 
and,  fearing  that  the  enemy  might  follow  througi 
the  same  interval  with  a  fresh  column,  I  sent  to 
General  D.  H.  Hill  for  reinforcements,  sal  hi 
sent  two  brigades  forward.   Before,  however,  the? 
arrived,  Brigadier-General  Paxton,  of  Genera 
Taliaferro's  division,  had  filled  the  Interval  left 
open  by  the  falling  back  of  this  brigade,  by 
promptly  moving  his  own  brigade  into  it.  I  then 
sent  Lawton's  brigade  to  the  rear  to  replenish  in 
ammunition.   Being  posted  at  first  in  the  second 
line,  I  did  not  have  any  immediate  use  for  tn 
batteries  of  the  division,  and  therefore,  after  pla- 
cing them  under  the  charge  of  Captain  Latimer, 
as  stated,  I  requested  Colonel  Cmtchfield,  chief 
of  artillery  for  the  corps,  to  make  such  use  of 
them  as  the  emergencies  of  the  day  might  retpue. 
In  a  short  time  he  detached  two  batteries  to  a 
position  on  the  left  of  General  A.  P.  HDTsEne; 
these  were  Captain  Latimer's  own  battery  and 
Captain  Brown's  battery,  both  being  under  charts 
of  Captain  Latimer,  who  accompanied  then. 
These  batteries  did  not  operate  in  my  view,  hot  I 
am  informed  that  they  did  excellent  service,  Cap- 
tain Latimer  having  repulsed  the  enemy  with 
canister  after  a  regiment  of  infantry  sent  to  sup- 
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had  retired.  Captain  D'Aquin's  and 
lrber'a  batteries  were  also  detached  to 
f  the  railroad,  and  placed  under  charge 
Stuart's  chief  of  artillery,  Major  Pel- 
likewise  did  excellent  service,  as  I  am 
Late  in  the  evening,  Captain  Carring- 
ris  battery,  relieved  the  two  which  had 
to  the  leu.  under  Captain  Latimer,  and 
ing  did  good  service, 
next  day,  Captain  Dement,  with  his 
is  placed  in  position  on  the  hill  on  the 
pied  by  the  batteries  the  day  before, 
t  become  engaged. 

undown  on  the  thirteenth,  I  saw  Gen- 
,  Hill's  division  moving  to  the  front, 
ifbrmed  by  one  of  his  Brigadier-Gen- 
Lhe  whole  line  was  ordered  to  advance, 
is  division  was  ordered  to  follow.  This 
rst  intimation  I  had  of  it,  as  no  such 

been  given  me.  In  a  few  moments, 
Lieutenant  Morrison,  aid-de-camp,  rode 
formed,  me  that  General  Jackson's  or- 
that  I  should  hold  myself  in  readiness 
fj  and  immediately  afterwards  one  of  my 
officers  rode  up,  and  stated  that  General 
ished  me  to  take  command  of  the  whole 
the  right  and  advance,  regulating  the 
y  the  effect  produced  on  the  enemy  by 
ry.  This  was  rather  embarrassing  to 
brigade  had  become  separated  in  the 
assumed  by  them  after  repulsing  the 
d  a  part  of  the  troops  on  the  right  con- 
larts  of  two  brigades  of  Major-General 
l's  division.  I  rode  immediately  to 
onel  Hoke  was  posted,  and  met  Gen- 
on  himself,  from  whom  I  received  the 
erson  to  advance,  supporting  the  artil- 
he  was  about  sending  forward.  I  gave 
to  Colonel  Hoke  and  General  Hays  ac- 

and  some  pieces  of  artillery  having 
inced  a  short  distance  to  the  front, 
oke  advanced  with  a  part  of  his  com- 
the  railroad,  a  portion  being  already 
le  enemy  immediately  opened  a  terrible 
Ire,  and,  it  becoming  quite  dark,  our 
wry  was  withdrawn  and  the  movement 
mded.  In  a  short  time  afterwards,  I 
lotice  from  General  Jackson,  through 
'  staff  officers,  that  as  soon  as  General 
a  troops  took  position  in  front,  I  would 
»wn  back  and  make  them  comfortable, 
>visions  for  them.  No  troops,  however, 
1  Hill,  came  to  relieve  me,  and  Walker, 
i  Have,  with  their  brigades,  remained 
e  night  in  the  same  positions  in  which 
at  the  close  of  the  fight.  During  the 
eoeived  an  order,  through  Lieutenant 
-de-camp,  directing  that  General  Talia- 
d  relieve  General  A.  P.  .Hill's  division 
at  line,  beginning  on  the  left  and  re- 
the  extent  of  his  troops,  and  that  I 
iplv  the  deficiency.  I  was  already  oc- 
e  front  line  with  three  brigades, 
sxt  morning.  Walker  was  relieved  by 
Lxton's  brigade,  and  I  then  placed  Hays's 
,  the  position  which  Paxton  had  left, 


and  placed  one  regiment  in  front  on  the  railroad, 
so  as  to  make  a  continuous  line  on  that  road. 
Hoke  was  left  in  the  same  position;  Lawton's 
brigade  was  placed  on  the  right  of  Hoke,  and 
Walker  was  moved  to  the  right  and  placed  in  the 
rear  of  Hoke's  and  Lawton's  brigades,  so  as  to 
support  either  of  them  in  case  of  need,  or  be 
thrown  upon  the  right  flank,  as  occasion  might 
require. 

On  the  morning  of  the  fifteenth,  the  division 
was  relieved  by  the  division  of  General  D.  H.  Hill 
and  moved  to  the  rear,  in  reserve,  there  having 
been  no  renewal  of  the  enemy's  attack  on  the 
fourteenth.  Having  received  orders  to  occupy 
the  second  line  on  the  sixteenth,  as  I  was  pro- 
ceeding to  do  so,  I  was  ordered  to  move  to  the 
vicinity  of  Port  Royal,  and  moved  accordingly. 

I  cannot  too  warmly  express  my  admiration  of 
the  conduct  of  the  troops  of  this  division  on  the 
thirteenth.  The  absence  of  straggling  or  skulk- 
ing, to  any  considerable  extent,  was  a  gratify- 
ing fact  Officers  and  men  generally  behaved 
admirably.  To  Brigadier- General  faays  and 
Colonels  Walker,  Atkinson,  and  Hoke  credit  is 
due  for  having  promptly  obeyed  my  orders  and 
managed  their  respective  commands  with  cool- 
ness, courage,  and  intelligence;  and  the  same 
meed  of  praise  is  due  Colonel  Evans,  who  suc- 
ceeded to  the  command  of  Lawton's  brigade  after 
Colonel  Atkinson  was  wounded*  Captain  £.  P. 
Lawton,  assistant  adjutant-general  of  Lawton's 
brigade,  displayed  great  courage  and  energy,  and 
I  cull  especial  attention  to  the  remarks  of  Colonel 
Evans  in  regard  to  him.  I  regret  very  much  that 
Captain  Lawton  was  so  seriously  wounded  in  the 
advanced  position  to  which  his  brigade  went  as 
not  to  being  condition  to  be  brought  off  when 
the  brigade  retired,  and  he  consequently  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,  as  did  also  Colonel  At- 
kinson. It  will  be  observed  that  Lawton's  bri- 
gade was  compelled  to  fall  back ;  but  in  doing  so  it 
lost  no  credit,  for  it  was  impossible  for  this  bri- 
gade to  withstand  the  heavy  column  brought 
against  it. 

To  Lieutenant-Colonel  J.  M.  Jones,  insnector- 
general,  Major  S.  Hale,  acting  assistant  adjutant- 
general,  Major  J.  P.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  H.  Hea- 
ton,  volunteer  aids,  and  Captain  L.  Marye,  of  the 
artillery,  aud  Captain  William  F.  Randolph,  of 
Ewell's  body-guard,  all  of  whom  accompanied  me 
on  the  field,  credit  is  due  for  the  coolness,  cour- 
age, and  intelligence  with  which  they  lent  me  their 
aid  and  bore  my  orders.  To  Captain  Latimer  is 
due  the  credit  of  having  performed  all  the  duties 
of  his  position  efficiently  and  intelligently,  and 
of  having  displayed  great  gallantry  under  fire. 
This  young  officer  is  one  or  great  promise,  and 
deserves  promotion.  The  failure  to  mention 
other  officers  is  not  intended  to  exclude  them 
from  the  commendation  bestowed  on  those  men- 
tioned ;  but  it  is  impracticable  to  mention  all  that 
are  deserving  of  praise.  I  feel  it  incumbent  on 
me  to  state  that  to  Brigadier-General  Archer,  of 
General  A.  P.  Hill's  division,  is  due  the  credit  of 
having  held  the  enemy  in  check  with  a  small  por- 
tion of  his  men,  after  bis  flank  and  rear  had  been 
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gained,  until  reinforcements  arrived,  and  that, 
with  what  of  his  brigade  was  left,  he  accompanied 
Colonel  Hoke  in  his  charge  across  the  railroad. 
But  for  the  gallant  stand  made  by  General  Ar- 
cher, the  enemy  would  have  gained  an  advantage 
which  it  would  have  required  a  greater  sacrifice 
of  life  to  wrest  from  him  than  was  made.  The 
reports  of  brigade  commanders,  and  also  of  Cap- 
tain Latimer,  acting  chief  of  artillery,  are  here- 
with submitted.  A  list  of  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing  has  been  heretofore  forwarded,  from 
which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  total  killed  was  one 
hundred  and  two ;  total  wounded,  seven  hundred 
and  twenty-six ;  total  missing,  one  hundred  and 
five.  Most  of  the  wounded  are  but  slightly  in- 
jured, and  about  fifty  of  the  missing,  being  en- 
tirely from  Lawton's  brigade,  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy,  the  greater  part  being,  in  all  proba- 
bility, wounded. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Early, 

BrigwHer-Qeneral,  oommandiDg  Dirlalon. 

REPORT  OF  BRIG.-GENERAL  PENDLETON. 

Headquarters  Artillery  Corps  A.  N.  V.,) 
Camp  near  Chesterfield  Station,  > 
R.AF.B.  R.,  Caroline  Co.,  Va.,  March  12, 1803. ) 

General  R.  E,  Lee,  commanding : 

General:  Constant  pressure  of  duty  since  the 
battle  of  Fredericksburg  has  prevented  an  earlier 
report  of  the  part  which  then  devolved  upon  the 
reserve  artillery,  and  upon  the  undersigned  as  its 
commander  and  as  supervisor  of  the  artillery  ser- 
vice in  this  army.  Such  report  the  undersigned 
has  now  the  honor  to  submit,  as  proper  in  itself, 
and  as  part  of  the  history  of  important  transac- 
tions. While  the  army  remained:  in  the  valley  of 
the  Shenandoah,  after  returning  from  Maryland, 
the  undersigned  was  diligently  engaged  in  reor- 
ganizing the  artillery  and  in  directing  adequate 
forage  arrangements.  On  November  first,  with 
the  reserve  artillery  and  ordnance  trains,  he  took 
up  the  line  of  march  for  Culpeper  Court-house, 
and  on  the  evening  of  the  fourth  encamped  near 
that  place.  On  the  fourteenth,  at  the  request  of 
the  commanding  General,  he  sent  Lane's  battery 
to  cooperate  with  General  Stuart  in  an  attack 
upon  a  body  of  the  enemy  near  Warrenton 
Springs.  And  on  the  seventeenth,  the  same  bat- 
tery of  superior  guns  was  despatched,  as  re- 
quested, towards  Fredericksburg,  to  cooperate 
under  direction  of  General  McLaws.  On  the 
nineteenth,  orders  to  that  effect  having  been  re- 
ceived, the  undersigned  marched,  with  the  reserve 
artillery  and  ordnance  train,  towards  Fredericks- 
burg, taking  a  circuitous  route,  (south-easterly,)  for 
the  sake  of  forage.  On  Sunday,  the  twenty-third, 
he  arrived  with  the  trains,  reported  at  general 
headquarters,  and  located  camps  as  directed. 
The  next  morning,  as  requested  by  the  command- 
ing General,  he  proceeded  to  the  front  for  the 
purpose  of  observing  the  dispositions  of  the 
enemy  and  examining  the  ground,  with  a  view  to 
the  best  positions  for  works  and  batteries.  The 
enemy  was  conspicuously  in  force,  and  often 


within  easy  range  from  above  Falmouth 
point  a  mile  or  more  below  Fredericksburg, 
had  batteries  in  position,  and  were,  in  s 
places,  beginning  earthworks.  On  our  owi 
a  few  hurried  works  were  in  progress.  L 
battery  was  already  well  posted  on  the  he 
overhanging  the  river-bend  above  Faliaoath 
forming  our  extreme  left.  Epaulements  hsfl 
thrown  up,  but  they  needed  much  addr 
work.  Lewis's  and  Grandy's  batteries,  iea 
called  from  Richmond  to  aid  in  repeffinsj 
enemy,  were  also  in  position  on  the  lows. 
teau,  about  half  a  mile  to  the  right  of  Lao* 
nearer  the  town.  Those  needed  for  their  pi 
tion  much  additional  labor.  These  obserres 
and  a  cursory  survey  of  the  general  line  be 
the  river  above  Falmouth  and  the  Telegraph 
— in  company  with  Lieutenant-Colonel  IE 
then  on  duty  with  the  undersigned ;  with 
tenant-Colonel  Alexander,  whose  encampBee 
visited,  and  with  Captain  Johnston,  engine*- 
with  on  the  field  —  occupied  the  entire  dir 
distance  being  considerable,  and  the  points  ■ 
portance  numerous.  The  next  day,  Note 
twenty-fifth,  after  detailing  Captain  Ross  tv 
ceed  with  his  battery  to  a  point  on  the 
three  or  four  miles  below,  to  be  indicated 
member  of  the  commanding  Genend'i 
where  gunboats  might  be  effectually  repetted 
undersigned  again  visited  the  front,  to  stud 
ground  with  reference  alike  to  its  own  fai 
and  to  the  apparent  designs  of  the  enemy, 
the  evening,  he  also  visited  the  admirable  pi 
on  the  river  bank  selected  for  Ross's  be 
Major  Nelson  and  the  captains  of  the  re 
batteries  were  next  requested  to  accompn 
undersigned  along  the  line,  that  they  also  l 
become  familiar  with  routes  and  positions, 
the  twenty-eighth,  the  commanding  Genen! 
ing  requested  that  another  rifle  battery  shot 
placed,  eight  or  ten  miles  lower  down  the 
towards  repelling  gunboats,  the  undersigned 
Captain  Milledge's  battery  of  light  rifles 
commanding  bluff  just  below  Skulker's 
Here  the  battery  was  left,  with  one  of  0 
Stuart's,  under  charge  of  Major  Pelham, 
whom,  moving  from  point  to  point  as  gui 
threatened,  it  remained  more  than  ten  days 
the  twenty-ninth,  Lieutenant  Anderson,  of 
battery,  near  Richmond,  reported  the  arrii 
men  and  horses  with  two  tnirty-pounder  P 
guns,  which,  on  recommendation  of  die  i 
signed,  the  commanding  General  had  oi 
up  to  the  lines.  Measures  were  promptly 
to  have  them  tested,  and  to  fit  them  m  i 
spects  for  service.  December  first,  the  t 
signed  was  diligently  engaged  in  examining 
the  whole  line  with  reference  to  the  best  poi 
for  these  two  large  guns,  facility  of  ingrea 
egress  being  important  for  them,  as  well  i 
tensive  command  of  the  field.  The  points  se 
were  reported  to  the  commanding  General 
reasons  for  the  choice,  and,  on  his  approvi 
sites  were  next  day  pointed  out,  working  { 
engaged,  clearings  commenced,  &c.  The 
on  the  right  and  back  of  Mr.  Howison's 
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**i  directed,  with  his  accustomed  intelligence 
*Bd  energy*  by  the  since  lamented  General  Thom- 
R.  Cobb ;  that  on  the  eminence  farther  to  the 
•ft,  and  near  the  telegraph  road,  was  staked  off 
directed  by  the  undersigned.  This  point, 
9B$ely  wooded  when  first  chosen,  became  the 
ott  important,  perhaps,  in  the  entire  scene,  as 
9  position  affording  the  best  view  of  all  the 
d,  and  therefore  principally  occupied  by  the 
loan  ding  General  and  other  chief  officers 
tag  trie  battle.  In  such  duties,  and  in  desig- 
ig  with  lieutenant-Colonel  Alexander,  acting 
'of  artillery  First  corps,  the  various  butteries 
eupy  assigned  positions,  the  undersigned 
ngv^red  till  the  evening  of  December  eleventh, 
evening  Major  Nelson,  who  had  closely  re- 
ntrred.  during  the  day,  reported  to  him  iu- 
iona  of  an  approaching  movement  on  the 
of_  tlie  enemy.  He  also  received  a  reliable* 
iStion  of  intelligence,  said  to  have  been  sent 
eoeral  Stuart  by  a  friend  across  the  river, 
the  enemy  had  orders  to  prepare  rations  and 
re  &t  dawn  next  morning.  On  the  twelfth, 
tefoxet  signal  guns  just  before  dawn  were  only 
fX  undersigned  anticipated.  A  few  minutes 
gi  them  he  sent  one  aid  to  the  front  for  infor- 
gjdon.  and  another  to  the  commanding  General 
y  tsfc  }f  the  large  Parrotts  should  not  at  once  be 
iken  into  position  —  the  possibility  of  their  bc- 

a needed  elsewhere  having  caused  this  to  be 
iyed.  It  being  now  approved,  they  were,  as 
early  in  the  day  as  practicable,  taken  to  the  works 
prepared  for  them.  A  dense  fog  more  than  half 
the  day  concealed  the  enemy,  and  rendered  active 
operation*  nearly  impossible.  The  morning  was 
therefore  employed  by  us  in  preparation,  adjust- 
kg  batteries  in  position,  &c.  Later  in  the  day, 
U  the  atmosphere  cleared  up,  it  was  known  that 
the  enemy  had  completed  a  bridge  across  the 
frernear  the  mouth  of  Deep  Run.  Near  that 
an,  in  the  river  road  —  suggested  a  judicious 
tiff  officer,  who  had  some  days  before  ridden  over 
le  ground  —  good  positions  might  be  chosen, 
bich  ou^ht  now  to  be  occupied  by  several  bat- 
ries.  lo  test  this  the  undersigned  proceeded 
the  place,  accompanied  by  Majors  Nelson  and 
irnett.  The  locality  was  within  easy  range  of 
e  bridge,  and  was  of  course  more  or  less  under 
9  from  the  enemy's  lines  across  the  river.  Ex- 
lination  soon  satisfied  the  undersigned  that  the 
aition  was  unsuitable,  because  effectually  com- 
mded  by  the  enemy's  heavy  guns,  and  because 
ich  too  far  in  advance  of  the  supporting  infan- 
r  line.  In  this  view  the  two  attending  officers 
hr  concurred ;  and  when  the  case  was  submitted 
the  commanding  General,  his  judgment  sane- 
oed  the  conclusion  reached.  While  on  this 
ir  the  undersigned,  satisfied  that  under  existing 
cumstances  it  ought  to  be  done,  sent  an  Aid  to 
sail  Captain  Koss  with  his  batter)'  from  the  post 
the  river,  which  he  had  so  long  and  laborious- 
held,  and  had  the  satisfaction  of  finding  that 
•  only  anticipated  a  direction  to  the  precise 
•ct  from  the  commanding  General.  The  four 
ig-range  guns  of  this  battery  were  assigned 
rilion,  under  Major  Garnett,  on  the  heights 
foi~X.  —  Doc.  8 


near  the  right  of  McLaws's  division.  Saturday, 
thirteenth,  heavy  firing  began  early ;  and  Patter- 
son's six-pounder  battery,  with  Ross's  short-ranee 
section,  having  been  assigned,  under  Major  f  J 
Jefferson  Page,  to  General  Hood's  front,  the  un- 
dersigned hastened  with  Kirkpatrick's  and  Mas- 
sie's  batteries,  under  Major  Nelson,  to  the  heights 
near  the  Telegraph  road,  commanding  Marye's 
Hill,  with  the  view  to  sweeping  that  plateau  in 
case  it  should  be  ultimately  gained  by  the  enemy. 
The  two  large  guns  were  then  visited  by  him, 
that  on  the  right  having  been  committed  to  the 
direction  of  Captain  Barnwell,  that  on  the  left  to 
the  command  of  Captain  G.  W.  Nelson.  Direc- 
tions being  left  for  the  management  of  these,  he 
proceeded  to  the  other  batteries  along  the  heights, 
and  attended  to  the  best  adjustment  of  all  the 
guns. 

These  duties  having  been  discharged,  and  the 
furious  fire  of  the  enemy  observed  for  some  time, 
as  well  as  the  fog  would  permit,  from  the  site  of 
the  left-hand  large  gun,  the  undersigned  rode  to 
the  left  of  the  line,  for  the  purpose  of  determin- 
ing whether  Lane's  heavy  guns  were  likely  to  be 
of  more  service  there  or  elsewhere.  Under  cover 
of  the  fog,  he  was  enabled  to  pass  near  the  works 
on  Marye's  Hill,  occupied  by  the  Louisiana  Wash- 
ington artillery,  and  those  farther  to  the  left, 
occupied  by  Maurin's  and  other  batteries,  so  as 
to  observe  that  all  were  ready.  Captain  lthett's 
battery  of  heavy  guns  was  visited,  posted  «>n  the 
heights  back  of  Marye's  Hill,  and  near  the  plank 
road,  for  the  purpose,  also,  of  sweeping  that 
plateau,  if  possibly  gained  by  the  enemy.  Thence 
passing  on  towards  the  left,  the  undersigned  ob- 
served the  several  batteries  of  Alexander's  bat- 
talion and  some  of  those  with  Anderson's  division, 
a  portion  in  position  behind  epaulemcnts,  others 
in  reserve  under  cover  of  the  hills.  By  the  time 
we  reached  Lane's  battery,  on  the  left,  distant 
objects  could  be  distinguished.  And  from  the 
concentration  of  fire  there,  as  well  as  from  the 
character  of  the  ground  and  the  apparent  disposi- 
tions of  the  enemy,  it  seemed  clear  to  Colonel 
Alexander,  who  rode  thither  with  the  under- 
signed, and  to  himself,  that  those  guns  ought  not 
then  to  be  removed  from  a  point  of  such  impor- 
tance. Contingent  provision  was,  however,  made 
for  supplying,  by  pieces  of  less  power,  the  places 
of  the  Whitworth  and  larger  rifles,  in  case  greater 
need  for  these  elsewhere  should  occur.  The  fog 
was  now  disappearing,  and  the  firing  becoming 
severe  all  along  the  line,  so  that  shells  were  pass- 
ing and  exploding  in  considerable  numbers  about 
the  undersigned  and  certain  members  of  his  staff 
on  the  route  returning  to  the  central  point  of 
observation.  Here  he  remained  until  some  time 
after  dark,  watching  the  struggle  near  and  re- 
mote, occasionally  directing  the  fire  of  the  large 
gun,  and  from  time  to  time  receiving  instructions 
from  the  commanding  General  concerning  move- 
ments of  batteries  and  other  arrangements.  This 
large  Parrott  having  been  used  some  hours  with 
terrible  effect  upon  the  enemy,  especially  when, 
driven  back  by  an  intolerable  fire  from  Marye's 
Hill,  they  crowded  into  the  deep  railroad  cut, 
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which  it  enfiladed,  burst  about  the  thirty-ninth 
discharge.  Although  many  persons  were  stand- 
ing near,  among  them  the  commanding  General 
and  Lieutenant-General  Longstreet,  and,  perhaps 
within  ten  feet,  the  undersigned,  by  a  remarkable 
providence,  the  explosion  was  entirely  harmless. 
Not  a  single  individual  received  from  it  so  much 
as  a  scratch.  A  small  Parrott  was  immediately 
substituted,  and  orders  were  sent  by  an  Aid  for 
Lane's  Whitworth  to  be  removed  to  this  point  as 
speedily  as  possible.  But  before  it  arrived  dark- 
ness had  closed  upon  the  scene ;  the  enemy's  last 
feeble  attempt,  made  after  dark,  had  failed,  and 
the  tumult  of  battle  settled  into  the  stillness  of 
death. 

Although  the  enemy  had  been  thus  far  success- 
fully repelled,  alike  on  the  right  and  left,  it  was 
confidently  expected  that  a  more  serious  attack 
would  be  made  next  morning;  accordingly, 
measures  were  taken  to  meet  it  effectually.  On 
request  from  General  Jackson  for  additional  guns 
to  strengthen  his  extreme  right,  Milledge's  bat- 
tery of  light  rifles,  which  had  that  evening  ar- 
rived from  below,  was  ordered  to  report  at  dawn 
next  morning  to  Major  Pel  ham,  who  had  charge 
of  one  or  two  batteries  on  the  right.  And  at  the 
request  of  General  McLaws,  who  wished  to  detect 
and  frustrate  any  effort  of  working  parties  of  the 
enemy  near  our  lines  next  the  town,  the  under- 
signed caused.to  be  prepared  at  the  ordnance 
workshop,  and  conducted  to  the  batteries  on 
Marve's  Hill,  some  incendiarv  shells,  to  be  used, 
if  found  necessary,  in  firing  certain  buildings 
suitably  situated  so  as  to  illuminate  the  scene 
and  reveal  any  works  in  course  of  construction. 
This  proved  superfluous.  Nothing  being  at- 
tempted by  the  enemv,  the  shells  were  not  used. 
These  duties  necessarily  occupied  the  undersigned 
till  late,  and  required  the  active  services  of  mem- 
bers of  his  staff  during  most  of  the  night 

Sunday  morning,  the  fourteenth,  the  decisive 
battle  was  expected.  Accordingly,  at  an  early  hour 
the  front  was  sought  by  the  undersigned,  as  by 
others.  The  same  dense  fog  prevailed  as  on  pre- 
vious mornings.  The  enemy,  having  been  so  de- 
structively repelled  from  Marye's  Hill  on  the  day 
before,  would  not  again  essay  that  point,  it  was 
supposed,  but  concentrate  upon  the  centre  and 
right.  And  more  effectually  to  frustrate  anything 
like  an  attempt  by  surprise,  under  cover  of  the 
fog,  to  carry  the  neights  occupied  by  the  Whit- 
worth and  the  remaining  large  Parrott,  the  short- 
range  guns  of  Major  Nelson's  battalion  were 
adjusted  to  sweep  the  approaches  to  those  heights, 
and  officers  and  men  were  kept  on  the  alert  at 
all  the  batteries.  Nothing,  however,  occurred, 
except  desultory  firing.  As  the  fog  cleared  up, 
the  enemy  appeared  in  full  arrav  along  and  near 
the  river  road,  but  comparatively  inactive,  as  if, 
in  some  sort,  respecting  the  Christian  Sabbath. 
To  watch  their  movements  and  counteract  them 
by  occasional  shots,  &c,  was  the  course  adopted 
on  our  part.  As  the  day  progressed,  circumstan- 
ces seemed  to  indicate  a  purpose  by  the  enemv  to 
throw  a  heavy  force  against  and  beyond  our  right 
flank,  and  the  more  adequately  to  meet  the  re- 


quest of  General  Jackson  the  day  before  fa 
stronger  artillery  there,  the  undersigned  obtained 
the  commanding  General's  sanction  to  the  traas- 
fer  of  Lane's  battery,  save  the  Whitworth,  frai 
the  extreme  left  to  the  extreme  right  It  vac 
accordingly  sent  for,  and  marched  several  mfla 
of  the  distance  that  night.  On  Monday,  the  fit 
teenth,  the  undersigned,  supposing  the  suU  ex- 
pected attack  would  be  mainly  directed  against 
our  right,  proceeded  thither  for  the  purpose  of 
posting  Lane's  battery  and  rendering  other  aer- 
vice.  Having  traversed  the  entire  front  betweea 
the  left  and  right  of  General  Jackson's  carpi, 
without  meeting  that  commander,  who  had  rid- 
den, he  was  told,  with  the  commanding  General 
the  undersigned  consulted  other  Generals  then 
in  command  respecting  positions  to  be  occupied 
—  especially  General  Stuart,  whom  he  met  at 
Che  defences  on  the  hill  near  where  the  railroad 
emerges  from  the  wood  about  Hamilton's  Crow- 
ing. Having  thus  learned  the  localities  in  that 
quarter,  he  rode  with  Major  Pelbam  and  Captain 
Lane  to  select  the  best  positions  for  Lane's  guni 

Thus  the  morning  passed,  and  the  expected 
advance  of  the  enemy  remained  unattempted. 
There  was  no  serious  movement,  nor  anything 
except  distant  and  desultory  firing.  Nothing 
being  likely  to  transpire,  and  all  arrangement! 
being  made,  the  undersigned  returned  to  the 
centre,  and  learned  that  the  other  large  Parrott 
had  burst  at  about  the  fifty-fourth  discharge, 
providentially,  again,  doing  no  damage. 

On  Tuesday,  the  sixteenth,  calling  early  tf 
general  headquarters,  the  undersigned  learned 
that  information  had  been  brought  of  some  mjv 
terious  movement  of  the  enemy,  and,  hastenaa; 
to  the  front,  he  saw,  with  astonishment,  their 
immense  trains  and  vast  masses  collected  on 
opposite  side  of  the  river.  Under  cover  of  oignW 
the  monstrous  assailing  host  had  stolen  away 
escape  destruction.   Nothing  remained  bat 
watch  the  discomfited  multitude,  and  diaur 
their  movements  by  an  occasional  shot  from 
long-range  gun.    A  few  of  their  most  pow 
pieces  responded  from  time  to  time  with  al 
well-directed  towards  our  post  of  obsemoV 
but  doing  no  harm  whatever. 

The  contest  was  over,  and  the  campaign 
tually  closed.    In  the  eventful  conflict  thui 
minated  all  the  batteries  of  the  general 
well  as  those  of  the  two  army  corps,  w 
on  the  lines,  and  though  not  called,  by  toe^T 
my's  mode  of  attack,  to  bear  the  brunt  of  ' 
and  concentrated  action,  they  were  all  nt» 
less,  and  some  quite  severely,  under  fire, 
and  Ross's,  as  of  the  best  guns,  were 
requisition,  and  rendered  most  service, 
ledge's  were  useful  on  the  river,  and  wit' 
Pelham  in  his  successful  dash  upon 
when  menacing  our  right  flank.  Pa«^. 
with  a  section  of  Ross's,  under  Major 
son  Page,  shared  the  defence  of  Genen 
front   And  Kirkpatrick's  and  Massie*^^ 
Major  Nelson,  rendered  more  secure  the 
of  Marye's  Hill  and  the  heights  occupies  ^ 
large  guns,  and  received  a  full  share  of 
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sflea  hurled  at  the  latter.  No  serious  casualty 
iraa  experienced  among  them. 

Officers  and  men  all  behaved  well,  and  were 
ready,  promptly  and  patiently,  to  discharge  what- j 
ever  "duty  might  be  presented.    Captains  Nelson  I 
and  Barnwell,  and,  under  them,  the  two  licuten-  j 
ant*  and  the  men  of  Ells's  battery,  at  the  large  | 
Parrotts,  well  performed  their  part.    And  the  j 
several  members  of  my  staff  are  entitled  to  hon- 
orable mention  for  the  zeal,  energy,  and  fortitude 
frith  which  they  passed  through  much  danger, 
and  performed,  by  night  and  by  day.  much  labor. 

In  conclusion,  the  undersigned  would  record, 
as  right  and  proper,  an  expression  of  gratitude 
for  the  divine  guidance  and  guardianship  under 
which  these  duties  were  discharged,  and  espe- 
cially that  so  much  was  achieved  by  the  army 
and  its  leaders,  with  so  little  to  regret,  and  a  loss 
so  much  less  than  usual  to  lament  He  has  the 
honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  N.  Pendleton, 

Brigadier- General  ami  Chief  of  Artillery. 
REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  WILCOX. 

IlEADQUARTKUS  WlLCOX'S  IlKHlADE,  ) 

December      ltuw.  \ 
Major  Thomas  8.  Mills,  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General : 

Sir  :  1  beg  to  submit  herewith  a  brief  report 
of  the  part  borne  by  my  brigade  in  the  battle  at 
^         Eredencksburg,  on  the  thirteenth  instant : 
\  Since  the  arrival  of  the  division  in  the  vicinity 

of  Fredericksburg,  on  the  twenty-third  ultimo, 
the  brigade  has  been  on  the  left  of  the  division, 
_  tad  the  extreme  left  of  the  army.  And  from  that 

—         time  till  within  a  few  days  of  the  battle  nothing 
°f  interest  occurred,  my  command  being  occu- 
lted only  in  constructing,  in  part,  one  or  two 
^Jferies  on  our  front,  and  picketing  on  the  canal 
0JJ  **J>nt  of  the  house  of  Dr.  Taylor,  and  thence 
of  *Qe  jRappahannock  above,  some  three  fourths 
t^e*  mile.    The  enemy's  camps  were  visible  on 
vay  *4r  side  of  the  Rappahannock,  upon  our  arri- 
a/^  *icZ  increased  perceptibly  for  several  days 

fce  e  *"as  not  long  before  the  enemy  were  seen  to 
Api'jj/|g'&4£ed  in  constructing  batteries  at  various 
7  on  t-he  heights  beyond  the  river,  and  imme- 
i#i        °«  iu  banks:  new  batteries  daily  appeared, 
l^rj^g-fch  extending  from  a  point  a  mile  above 
*Vet|  °?  t*J»  *t  convenient  intervals,  they  reached 
f0Uie^0^cs'5urg,  and  thence  even  down  the  river 

J5 f|e  Ih  ****  °r  f0Ur  mile8,  0n  a  Srcat  Pnrt  of  this 
**r**  were  two  tiers  of  batteries,  one  on  the 


fTT  T  were  two  tiers  of  batteries,  one  on  the 
?°tnn^*np  of  the  river,  and  the  other  on  heights 

kf0**  o?* a  leve*  Plateau  in  rear  of  thi*  Dank* 
i     **»ad  Runs  of  these  various  batteries  could 

k  ^*bur*^  to  "bear  both  upon  the  city  oft  Freder- 
on  our  batteries  that  crowned  the 
«nt»  or  th  T***8  aide  of  tne  Rappahannock.  The 
Action*  ok  enemy's  batteries,  following  the  in- 
C>^  their    *  -  "ver»  enabled  them  to  dispose 

*treeta  of  »?C€g  so  as  to  enfilade  most  of  the 
^e*e  alilt^  town ;  even  those  at  right  angles 

posed. 


The  two  armies  continued  thus  confronting 
each  other  on  the  opposite  banks  of  the  river, 
each  constructing  batteries,  and  the  hostile  pick- 
ets in  full  view  and  in  close  proximity ;  the  bat- 
teries scarcely  fired  a  gun,  and  the  pickets,  by 
mutual  and  tacit  understanding,  refrained  en- 
tirely from  the  use  of  their  rifles.  This  condi- 
tion'of  affairs  continued  from  day  to  day,  till  at 
length  each  party,  perhaps,  became  impatient 
from  delay  and  eager  for  the  fray. 

On  the  morning  of  the  tenth,  nothing  unusual 
appeared  upon  my  part  of  the  line ;  the  enemy's 
batteries  and  our  own  were  as  inactive  as  before ; 
the  pickets  were  neither  stronger  nor  weaker; 
the  day  passed  off  quietly,  and  at  dark  there  was 
nothing  to  indicate,  to  the  closest  observer  on  my 
front,  that  the  enemv  was  preparing  for  or  medi- 
tating an  attack.  Nothing  occurred  in  the  early 
part  of  the  night  to  give  warning  of  the  intended 
attack ;  but,  about  half  past  four  a.  M.  our  signal 
guns  were  fired,  upon  hearing  which,  all  were 
aroused  and  the  command  placed  under  arms. 
Little  before  the  dawn  of  day  musketry  was 
heard  in  the  direction  of  and  in  Fredericksburg, 
and,  after  that,  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  batteries 
began.  Repairing  to  the  front  of  my  line  of 
pickets  before  it  was  clear  dav,  I  learned  that 
there  was  none  of  the  enemy's  infantry  anywhere 
visible. 

The  enemy's  batteries  continued  to  fire  with 
much  spirit,  and,  as  far  as  I  could  see,  entirely 
concentrated  upon  the  town  of  Fredericksburg. 
Many  women  and  children,  in  great  fright,  with 
husbands  and  servants,  were  fleeing  from  their 
homes  at  this  early  hour  to  escape  the  enemy's 
terrible  shells  and  cannon  balls.  Soon  after  it 
was  clear  daylight,  I  moved  my  brigade  up  to  the 
front,  and  formed  it  in  line  of  battle,  under  cover 
of  the  forest,  and  near  the  edge  of  an  open  field, 
fronting  the  river  and  the  town,  my  left  resting 
upon  the  river,  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  to 
the  loft  of  I)r.  Taylor's  house,  and  then  extend- 
ing to  the  right  across  the  road,  on  the  right  of 
})r.  Taylor's,  leading  into  town,  and  thence  along 
the  base  of  the  hill  upon  which  Lane's  battery, 
to  the  rear,  was  placed,  crossed  a  deep  ravine, 
and  then  bearing  slightly  to  the  rear  of  the 
"Whitworth  gun  of  Lane's  battery,  and  then  cross- 
ing another  ravine,  reached  to  Huger's  batter}', 
the  right  of  my  line.  Four  regiments  occupied 
this  line,  and  the  fifth  was  held  in  rear  of  the 
centre  of  this  line. 

General  Wright's  brigade  was  on  my  right 
flank ;  the  battery  of  Captain  Lewis,  attached  to 
the  brigade,  was  in  position  on  a  hill  opposite  to 
the  ford  between  Falmouth  and  Fredericksburg. 

The  brigade  remained  all  day  quiet  spectators 
of  the  enemy's  fiendish  and  furious  bombardment 
of  Fredericksburg ;  many  shots  and  shells  were 
thrown  into  the  woods  occupied  by  my  men,  in- 
flicting but  a  trifling  loss,  killing  one  and  wound- 
ing two  men  of  the  Eleventh  Alabama  regiment. 

In  the  afternoon  it  was  known  that  the  enemy 
had  succeeded  in  his  efforts  to  throw  pontoon 
bridges  over  the  river,  and  that,  both  in  the  town 
and  below,  several  bridges  were  being  used  by 
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them  for  crossing  over  the  troops.  Late  in  the 
evening.  Captain  Lewis,  seeing  a  column  of  the 
enemy's  infantry  advancing  to  cross  the  upper 
pontoon  bridge,  gave  the  order  to  his  battery  to 
fire  upon  them.  This  was  instantly  done,  and 
with  such  effect  as  to  drive  over  half  of  it  back 
under  cover  of  some  houses.  Later  in  the  even- 
ing, the  battery  again  fired  upon  artillery  and 
cavalry  that  were  in  sight,  and  soon  drove  them 
off  and  out  of  view.  This  battery  had  orders  to 
waste  no  ammunition,  and  to  fire  only  when  dam- 
age could  be  inflicted  upon  the  enemy.  The 
brigade  slept  under  arms  in  line  of  battle,  strong 
pickets  being  thrown  to  the  front.  The  artillery- 
men remained  with  their  guns. 

During  Friday,  the  twelfth,  the  brigade  re- 
mained under  arms  and  in  position ;  shot  and 
shell  from  the  enemy's  batteries  fell  at  times  near 
them,  but  without  inflicting  any  loss.  Lewis's 
battery,  at  various  times  during  the  day,  fired  at 
the  enemy's  batteries  while  crossing  the  river. 
About  three  P.  M.,  a  column  of  infantry  (one  bri- 
gade) came  in  sight ;  shot  and  shell  were  thrown 
upon  the  head  or  this  column,  causing  much  con- 
fusion in  their  ranks,  and  forcing  them  to  change 
their  course,  and  take  shelter  behind  houses. 
Later  in  the  dav,  the  battery  tired  upon  cavalry 
crossing  the  ford ;  in  each  case  damage  was  done 
the  enemy,  as  his  ambulances  were  seen  to  leave 
the  field  with  wounded. 

Again  all  slept  under  arms,  (the  night  of  the 
twelftli,)  with  strong  pickets  in  our  front. 

The  early  morn  of  the  thirteenth  was  dark,  and 
much  obscured  by  a  dense  fog ;  at  length,  the 
rising  sun  dissipating  the  mist,  about  eight  a.  m. 
musketry  was  heard  on  our  right;  this  fire 
quickened,  and  artillery  was  also  heard  in  the 
same  direction.  The  rapidity  and  quantity  of  the 
musketry  fire  indicated  that  a  general  action  had 
begun.  The  firing,  at  length,  be^an  to  approach 
nearer  us,  the  right  of  our  left  wing  had  become 
engaged,  and  the  firing  still  continued,  extending 
towards  our  left,  reaching  as  far  as  its  centre, 
and  here  it  remained  for  a  long  time,  approaching 
no  nearer  our  position.  The  firing  had  now  be- 
come general ;  musketry,  artillery,  and  the  burst- 
ing of  shells  are  heard,  varying  at  times  in  quan- 
tity and  rapidity,  but  without  any  entire  cessation 
till  dark ;  at  times  it  would  appear  to  be  more  in- 
tense far  to  our  right,  and  then,  again,  the  centre 
and  the  left  centre  would  seem  to  be  the  point 
where  the  enemy  were  concentrating  their  heaviest 
forces  and  making  the  most  vigorous  efforts  to 
force  our  line.  More  artillery  appeared  to  be 
used  on  this  day  then  I  had  ever  known  before ; 
frequently,  during  the  continuance  of  this  battle, 
I  counted  as  many  as  fifty  shots  per  minute. 

During  this  long  and  intensely  exciting  day 
my  brigade  remained  in  line  of  battle,  ready  to 
meet  any  advance  of  the  enemy,  or  to  hasten  to 
any  point  of  the  line  that  might  need  support. 

The  battery  of  Captain  Lewis  lost  no  oppor- 
tunity of  firing  upon  the  enemy's  infantry  and 
cavalry  when  in  easy  range ;  in  all,  it  fired  four 
hundred  rounds. 

The  brigade  lost,  to-day,  one  killed  and  eight 


wounded  —  Lewis's  battery  one  killed  and  tn 

wounded. 

Although  the  brigade  lost  but  few  men  by  Ik 
enemy's  artillery  and  none  by  the  musket,  i 
would  seem  to  be  almost  incredible  that  the  1m 
should  have  been  so  inconsiderable  ;  for,  from  i 
point  near  a  mile  above  Falmouth,  on  acommattV 
ing  height,  there  was  a  six  gun  battery  of  rill 
pieces  that  enfiladed  my  line  lower ;  down  wd 
nearer,  on  the  6lope  of  this  hill,  was  a  secosa1 
battery,  that  had  the  same  fire  upon  them ;  ai 
yet  nearer,  and  immediately  on  the  banks  of  Ik 
river,  and  to  the  right  of  the  two  batteries  abon 
referred  to,  was  another;  and  then  again, obi 
very  commanding  hill,  in  rear  of  Falmouth,  nest 
the  house  of  Miss  Scott,  was  a  battery  of  man 
than  twenty  pieces  that  bore  upon  us,  and  then 
of  the  heaviest  rifle  pieces  ;  and  down  the  riwr 
were  one  or  two  other  batteries  that  could  throt 
shot  and  shell  far  beyond  our  line ;  in  these  bsi> 
teries  there  could  not  have  been  less  than  fifty 
pieces  that  bore  upon  us. 

The  night  of  the  thirteenth  we  were  under 
arms,  like  the  two  previous  nights,  strong  picket! 
being  in  our  front.  During  the  night,  our  picked 
were  heard  to  fire  frequently  in  the  direction  of 
Fredericksburg. 

The  morning  of  the  fourteenth  was  foggy,  snt 
when  it  had  been  scattered  by  the  rising  sun,  nothing 
was  seen  of  the  enemy  in  our  front,  save  his  dis- 
tant line  of  cavalry  videttes,  as  usuaL  The  four- 
teenth passed  off  quietly,  some  few  artillery  ibott 
during  the  day,  and  at  intervals  a  little  firing  be* 
tween  the  pickets.  The  night  of  the  fourteenth 
and  the  day  of  the  fifteenth  passed  off  with  littfe 
or  no  firing.  The  night  of  the  fifteenth  was  dirk, 
windy,  and  rainy,  and  the  morning  of  the  six- 
teenth foggy;  when  the  fog  disappeared  it  it* 
vealed  the  fact  that  the  enemy  had  recrossed  tb 
river,  nothing  remaining  on  this  aide  but  a  few 
of  the  wounded,  the  unburied  dead,  and  a  few  of 
the  infantry  pickets,  whom  they  had  railed  to  is* 
lieve ;  these  delivered  themselves  up  to  my  con- 
mand  as  prisoners. 

My  command  now  returned  to  their  camp,  bar- 
ing been  under  arms  Rince  the  morning  of  tk 
eleventh.  The  lists  of  casualties  having  baea 
previously  forwarded,  it  will  suffice  in  this  report 
to  state  that  the  loss  in  my  command  was  fiftees 
killed  and  wounded ;  of  this  number  three  wtre 
killed. 

I  am,  sir, 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  Wilcox, 

Brigadier-General,  oommaadlag,  At. 

REPORT  OF  BRIG.-GEN.  FKATHERSTON. 

Headquarters  Featitkrstos's  Brigade,  ( 
December  22, 18S2.  i 

Thomas  8,  Mills,  Major  and  A.  A.  General : 
Major  :  In  obedience  to  order*,  I  submit  die 

following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  brigido 

in  the  battle  before  Fredericksburg: 
About  five  o'clock  A.  M.,  on  Thorsday,  the 

eleventh  instant,  at  the  firing  of  die  signal  guns, 
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y  brigade  was  formed,  and  marched  rapidly  from 
i  encampment  to  the  line  of  battle  previously 
ingnated  for  Major-General  Anderson's  division, 
i  front  and  to  the  left  of  Fredericksburg.  My 
wade  formed  the  right  of  Anderson's  division, 
mL  was  posted  on  Thursday  morning  between 
m  plank  road  and  Hazel  Run,  in  front  of  the 
vn,  and  some  distance  in  rear  of  the  Washing- 
a  artillery.  Here  we  remained  during  that  day 
ad  night,  protected  from  the  artillery  fire  of  the 
temy  by  a  continuous  range  of  hills  in  our  front. 
On  Friday  morning,  ray  brigade  was  moved  to 
ib  left  of  the  plank  road,  and  our  first  position, 
*tween  the  plank  road  and  Hazel  Run,  occupied 
r  General  Ransom's  division. 
During  Friday  and  Friday  night,  we  remained 
i  position  on  the  left  of  the  plank  road,  about 
e  same  distance  in  rear  of  our  batteries,  where 
B  were  protected,  by  the  same  continuous  range 
r  hills,  from  the  enemy's  artillery  fire.  About 
si  o'clock  a.  M.,  on  Saturday,  we  were  ordered 
►  advance  in  line  of  battle  farther  to  the  front, 
id  halted  about  one  hundred  yards  in  rear  of 
it  batteries,  on  the  left  of  the  plank  road,  ex- 
uding our  line  of  battle  up  the  river,  in  the 
rection  of  the  Taylor  house.  Here  we  remained 
uing  the  day,  subjected  to  a  very  heavy  con- 

2jing  fire  from  the  enemy's  artillery  immedi- 
y  in  our  front,  and  extending  up  the  river  to 
ir  left.  My  men  were  kept  lying  down  during 
te  day  in  an  old  road,  protecting  them  as  much 
i  possible.  The  enemy's  batteries  immediately 
i  front  were  numerous  and  skilfully  served, 
heir  batteries  on  our  left  completely  enfiladed 
ir  position,  which  they  did  not  fail  to  see,  and 
f  which  they  took  every  advantage  to  avail 
mnselves.  The  fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery 
mid  not  have  been  more  rapid  or  galling  on  any 
irt  of  the  line  than  that  which  was  brought  to 
mr  on  our  position  on  Saturday.  The  right  of 
ty  brigade  was  also  within  range  of  the  fire  of 
ie  enemy's  small  arms.  My  orders  were  to  hold 
ds  position  in  support  of  the  batteries  imme- 
lately  in  my  front,  and  to  advance  to  the  bat- 
riea  when  the  enemy  advanced  with  small  arms 
unediatsly  in  my  front  There  was  no  consid- 
rable  advance  of  the  enemy's  small  arms  in  our 
■mediate  front  during  the  entire  engagement. 
Te  remained  in  this  position  Saturday  night, 
onday,  and  Sunday  night,  Monday,  and  Monday 
ight.  At  a  late  hour  on  Sunday  night,  I  was 
hrised  by  General  Ransom  that  one  of  his  bri- 
ides  would  be  withdrawn  and  sent  across  Hazel 
an,  down  the  river,  by  order  of  Lieutenant- 
eneral  Longstreet.  I  then  threw  forward  to  the 
>ck  fence,  on  the  right  of  the  plank  road,  the 
ixteenth  Mississippi  regiment,  and  five  com- 
mies of  the  Forty- sixth  Mississippi  regiment, 
brmerly  the  second  battalion,)  to  fill  the  place 
tested  by  some  of  the  troops  withdrawn,  and  to 
rm  a  continuous  line  of  battle.  These  troops, 
'  wit,  the  Sixteenth  Mississippi  and  five  com- 
mies of  the  Forty-sixth  Mississippi,  Sunday 
ght,  Monday,  and  Monday  night,  remained  in 
at  position,  declining  on  Monday  night  to  be 
tiered  by  other  regiments  of  my  brigade. 


On  Tuesday  morning,  after  the  fact  was  ascer- 
tained that  the  enemy  had  recrossed  the  river, 
the  troops  were  withdrawn,  except  the  Twelfth 
Mississippi  regiment,  which  was  left  on  picket  in 
front  During  the  engagement  of  Saturday,  the 
casualties  in  my  brigade  were  forty-two  killed 
and  wounded,  and  one  on  Monday.  Among  the 
number  I  regret  to  enumerate  the  loss  of  two 
valuable  officers,  Major  Lee,  of  the  Forty-sixth, 
and  Captain  Fulkinson,  of  the  Sixteenth  regi- 
ments, both  seriously,  but,  it  is  believed,  not 
dangerously  wounded.  The  small  list  of  casual- 
ties, under  so  heavy  a  converging  fire  from  the 
enemy's  numerous  batteries,  can  only  be  ac- 
counted for,  under  Providence,  by  the  fact  that 
the  men  were  kept  lying  down  closely  on  the 
ground,  taking  advantage  of  every  hill  and  crest 
as  a  protection.  A  full  return  of  the  killed  and 
wounded  has  already  been  transmitted  to  your 
headquarters.  During  the  entire  engagement  of 
five  days  and  nights,  both  officers  and  men  mani- 
fested great  patience  and  endurance,  under  the 
hardships  ana  privations,  and  were  eager  to  the 
last  for  a  continuance  of  the  fight. 

The  officers  of  the  medical,  commissary,  and 
quartermaster's  departments  were  prompt  and 
efficient  in  discharging  the  duties  of  their  several 
departments.  In  the  absence  of  my  regular  staff 
officers,  Captain  W.  R.  Barksdale,  assistant  adju- 
tant-general, and  Lieutenant  A.  N.  Parker,  aid- 
de-camp,  (both  absent  on  sick  leave,)  I  feel 
greatly  indebted  to  my  volunteer  aids,  Captain 
0.  H.  Featherston  and  Mr.  C.  W.  Graves,  who 
attended  me  during  the  entire  engagement,  and 
who  were  ever  ready,  prompt  and  efficient  in  the 
execution  of  all  orders,  upon  every  part  of  the 
field. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Major, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  FEATHER8TON, 
Brigadier-General,  commanding. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  KERSHAW. 

Headquarters  Kershaw's  Brigade,  > 
Camp  near  Frkdericksburg,  > 
December  26, 1662.  > 

To  Major  J,  M.  Ooggin,  Assistant  Adjutant  - 
General : 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  report 
of  the  operations  of  my  command  during  the  re- 
cent engagement : 

On  the  morning  of  the  eleventh  instant,  by 
daylight,  the  brigade  was  formed  in  line  of  battle 
in  the  position  assigned  me,  the  right  resting  at 
the  left  of  Howison's  Hill,  and  the  left  near  How- 
ison's  Hill,  on  Hazel  Run.  Ordered,  during  the 
day,  to  reen force  the  picket  of  General  Barksdale 
at  Deep  Run,  the  Fifteenth  regiment  South  Caro- 
lina volunteers  (Colonel  De  Saussure)  was  sent, 
but  found  the  bridge  at  that  point  already  com- 
pleted and  perfectly  commanded  by  all  the  bat- 
teries on  the  other  side.  This  regiment  remained 
on  picket  until  withdrawn  to  its  former  position, 
by  order  of  the  Major-General  commanding,  on 
Friday  morning,  after  a  night  of  such  intense  cold 
as  to  cause  the  death  of  one  man,  and  disable, 


118 


REBELLION  RECORD,  1862-64. 


temporarily,  others.  With  this  exception,  the 
troops  were  kept  in  position,  strengthening  our 
defences  nightly,  without  any  incident  requiring 
notice,  until  Saturday,  the  thirteenth.  About  one 
o'clock  of  that  day,  I  was  directed  to  send  two 
regiments  into  the  city  to  the  support  of  General 
Cobb,  then  engaged  with  part  of  his  brigade  at 
the  foot  of  Marye's  Hill,  and  having  called  for 
reinforcements,  I  sent  forward,  at  once,  Colonel 
John  D.  Kennedv,  with  his  own  (Second  regi- 
ment) and  the  Eighth  regiment  South  Carolina 
volunteers,  Colonel  £.  T.  Stackhouse  command- 
ing. Within  a  few  minutes  after,  I  was  directed 
to  take  my  entire  command  to  the  same  point, 
and  assume  command  there.  I  had  just  moved 
when  1  was  informed  that  General  Cobb  was 
wounded,  and  was  directed  by  Major-General 
McLaws  to  hasten  forward  in  person  immediately 
and  take  command.  Leaving  my  staff  to  conduct 
the  troops,  I  proceeded,  as  rapidly  as  possible,  to 
the  scene  of  action,  reaching  the  position  at 
Stevens's  house  at  the  moment  that  Colonel 
Kennedy  arrived  with  the  Second  and  Eighth 
regiments,  just  in  time  to  meet  a  fresh  assault  of 
the  enemy.  The  position  was  excellent.  Marye's 
Hill,  covered  with  our  batteries,  then  occupied 
by  the  Washington  artillery,  Colonel  Walton  com- 
manding, falls  off  abruptly  towards  Fredericks- 
burg to  a  stone  wall,  which  forms  a  terrace  on 
the  side  of-  the  hill,  and  the  outer  margin  of  the 
Telegraph  road,  which  winds  along  the  foot  of  the 
hill.  The  road  is  about  some  twenty-five  feet 
wide,  and  is  faced  by  a  stone  wall,  about  four  feet 
high,  on  the  city  side.  The  road  having  been 
cut  out  of  the  side  of  the  hill,  (in  many  places,) 
this  last  wall  is  not  visible  above  the  surface  of 
the  ground.  The  ground  falls  off  rapidly  to  al- 
most a  level  surface,  which  extends  about  a  hun- 
dred and  fifty  yards;  then,  with  another  abrupt 
fall  of  a  few  feet,  to  another  plain,  which  extends 
some  two  hundred  yards,  and  then  falls  off 
abruptly  into  a  wide  ravine,  which  extends  along 
the  whole  front  of  the  city,  and  discharges  into 
Hazel  Run.  I  found,  on  my  arrival,  that  Cobb's 
brigade,  Colonel  McMillan  commanding,  occupied 
our  entire  front,  and  my  troops  could  only  get 
into  position  by  doubling  on  them.  This  was 
accordingly  done,  and  the  formation  along  most 
of  the  line,  during  the  engagement,"  was  conse- 
quently four  deep.  ~  As  an  evidence  of  the  cool- 
ness of  the  command,  I  may  mention  here,  that, 
notwithstanding  that  their  fire  was  the  most 
rapid  and  continuous  I  have  ever  witnessed,  not 
a  man  was  injured  by  the  fire  of  his  comrades. 
The  first  attack  being  repelled  at  a  quarter  to 
three  o'clock  P.  M.,  the  Third  regiment,  Colonel 
J.  D.  Nance,  and  Seventh,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Bland,  came  into  position  on  the  hill  at  Marye's 
house,  with  Colonel  De  Saussure's  Fifteenth  regi- 
ment South  Carolina  volunteers  in  reserve  and 
under  cover  of  the  cemetery.  James's  Third 
South  Carolina  battalion,  (Lieutenant-Colonel 
Bice  commanding,)  I  left  in  position  at  Howi- 
son's  Mill,  to  protect  our  right  from  any  advance 
of  the  enemy  up  Hazel  Run.  While  the  Third 
and  Seventh  regiments  were  getting  into  position, 


another  fierce  attack  was  sustained,  and  that 
regiments,  especially  the  former,  suffered  terete- 
ly.  Colonel  J.  D.  Nance,  that  gallant  and  ef> 
cient  officer,  fell  at  the  head  of  his  regiment, 
severely  wounded  in  three  places.  Lieutenui. 
Colonel  Rutherford,  upon  whom  the  commend 
devolved,  was  almost  immediately  shot  don, 
dangerously  wounded,  as  also  was  Major  Hani, 
the  next  in  command.  Captain  Todd,  the  tenor 
captain,  upon  assuming  command,  was  dang* 
ously,  if  not  mortally  wounded,  and  his  succesw, 
Captain  Summer,  killed.  Notwithstanding  tine 
unprecedented  casualties,  the  regiment,  without 
hesitation  or  confusion,  gallantly  held  their  por- 
tion, under  command  of  Captain  John  H.  0. 
Nance,  assisted  by  my  aid-de-camp,  Lieutenmt 
A.  £.  Do  by,  and  in  every  attack  repulsed  the 
enemy  on  that  flank,  assisted  as  gallantly  by  tb 
Seventh  regiment,  immediately  on  their  right 
In  the  mean  time,  line  after  line  of  the  eneaj 
deployed  in  the  ravine,  and  advanced  to  the  sv 
tack,  at  intervals  of  not  more  than  fifteen  minnta, 
until  half  past  four  o'clock,  when  there  was  •  mil 
of  about  a  half  hour,  during  which  a  mass  of  m- 
tillery  was  placed  in  position  in  front  of  the  ton, 
and  opened  upon  our  position.  At  this  time  I 
brought  up  Colonel  De  Saussure's  regiment  Ob 
batteries  on  the  hill  were  silent,  having  exhausted 
their  ammunition,  and  the  Washington  artillery 
were  relieved  by  a  part  of  Colonel  Alexander*! 
battalion.  Under  cover  of  this  artillery  fire,  the 
most  formidable  column  of  attack  was  formed, 
which,  about  five  o'clock,  emerged  from  the 
ravine,  and,  no  longer  impeded  by  our  artiflerj, 
impetuously  assailed  our  whole  front.  From  tbi 
time  until  after  six  o'clock,  the  attack  was  con- 
tinuous, and  the  fire  on  both  sides  terrific  Some 
few,  chiefly  officers,  got  within  eighty  yards  of 
our  lines ;  but,  in  every  instance,  their  tines  were 
shattered  by  the  time  they  got  within  one  hun- 
dred paces.  The  firing  gradually  ceased,  and,  by 
seven  o'clock,  our  pickets  were  established  within 
eighty  yards  of  those  of  the  enemy.  Our  chief 
loss,  after  getting  into  position  in  the  road,  wis 
from  the  fire  of  sharpshooters,  who  occupied  some 
buildings  on  my  left  flank  in  the  early  part  of  the 
engagement,  and  was  only  silenced  by  Captain 
Wallace,  of  the  Second  regiment,  directing  a  con- 
tinuous fire  of  one  company  upon  the  building*. 
General  Cobb,  I  learn,  was  killed  by  a  shot  from 
that  quarter.  The  regiments  on  the  hill  suffered 
most,  as  they  were  less  perfectly  covered.  Dur- 
ing the  engagement,  Colonel  McMillan  was  reen> 
forced  by  the  arrival  of  the  Sixteenth  Georgia 
regiment,  and  a  brigade  of  General  Ransom's 
command  was  also  engaged ;  but  as  they  did  not 
report  to  me,  I  am  unable  to  give  any  particuliri 
in  regard  to  them.  That  night  we  materially 
strengthened  our  position,  and  I  more  perfectly 
organized  and  arranged  my  command,  rally  ex- 
pecting the  attack  to  be  renewed  the  nextdav. 
1  sent  the  Third  regiment  in  reserve,  in  consid- 
eration of  their  heavy  loss.  At  daylight  in  the 
morning,  the  enemy  was  in  position,  lying  behind 
the  first  declivity  in  front ;  hut  the  operations  on 
both  sides  were  confined  to  skirmiahing  of  sharp- 
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!».  We  lost  but  one  man  during  that  day, 
it  reported  that  we  inflicted  a  loss  upon 
temy  (Sykes's  division)  of  one  hundred  and 
Monday  morning  discovered  the  pickets 
enemy  behind  rifle-pits,  constructed,  during 
ght,  along  the  edge  of  the  ravine.  From 
osition  they  were  nearly  all  driven  by  our 
ies,  and  nothing  of  interest  occurred  dur- 
e  day.  General  Semmes  relieved  General 
§  brigade  Monday  night.  Tuesday  morn- 
i  soon  as  the  haze  lifted,  the  enemy's  pick- 
sing  no  longer  visible,  I  sent  out  scouts 
ny  own  brigade  to  the  left,  and  from  Gen- 
>emmes's  to  the  right.  The  former  soon 
ed,  reporting  the  evacuation  of  the  town, 
the  latter  soon  confirmed,  with  the  addi- 
information  that  the  bridge  had  been  re- 
l.  I  sent  forward  two  companies,  one  from 
>rigade,  and  afterwards  two  regiments,  in 
nee  to  the  order  of  the  Major-General  coni- 
ng, to  occupy  the  town.  A  number  of 
era  and  a  quantity  of  arms,  ammunition, 
rere  taken,  the  particulars  of  which  have 
y  been  imparted.  During  these  operations 
ably  and  gallantly  assisted  by  Captain 
*s,  A.  A.  G.,  and  Lieutenant  Doby,  A.  D.  C, 
ere  present  on  the  field,  in  the  active  dis- 
!  of  their  duties.  Lieutenant  J.  A.  Myers, 
ice  officer,  was  at  his  post  promptly  re- 
ling  our  exhausted  ammunition.  Lieuten- 
.  M.  Dwight,  A.  I.  G.,  was  disabled,  from 
juries  received  at  Maryland  Heights,  but 
i  the  field,  and  received  a  contusion  on  the 
rom  a  shell.  Colonel  McMillan,  command- 
bb's  brigade,  rendered  valuable  assistance, 
len  offered  the  alternative  of  being  relieved 
lay  night,  gallantly  claimed  the  honor  of 
ring.  All  the  regimental  ?ield  officers  and 
ay  commanders  are  entitled  to  commen- 


dation for  coolness  and  courage,  and  their  suc- 
cessful efforts  to  produce  a  deliberate  and  effec- 
tive fire,  under  the  most  trying  circumstances. 
Besides  the  field  officers  already  mentioned  as 
wounded,  Major  F.  Gaillard,  Second  regiment 
South  Carolina  volunteers,  was  struck  in  the  face 
before  he  got  into  position,  and  was  subsequently 
severely  wounded  while  conveying  directions,  at 
my  request,  to  the  regiments  in  the  rear.  For 
particular  mention  of  others  who  distinguished 
themselves  in  the  engagement,  I  beg  leave  re- 
spectfully to  refer  to  the  reports  of  the  command- 
ers themselves,  herewith  submitted.  Captain  G. 
B.  Cuthbert's  company,  Second  regiment  South 
Carolina  volunteers,  was  thrown  out  by  me  on 
the  edge  of  Hazel  Run,  on  the  thirteenth,  in  an 
exposed  position,  but  one  from  which  they  could 
harass  the  enemy  on  their  left  flank.  They  held 
the  position  the  whole  day,  exhausting  their  am- 
munition and  effectively  annoying  the  enemy. 
His  loss  was  considerable,  including  two  officers 
severely  wounded.  Captain  Read's  battery  was 
posted  on  the  hill,  on  the  right  of  my  first  posi- 
tion, and  did  great  damage  to  the  advancing 
column  of  the  enemy.  They  fired  thirteen  rounds 
of  ammunition,  affording  excellent  practice  in 
the  field.  I  will  here  remark  that,  during  the 
engagement  on  Saturday,  my  command  fired 
about  fifty-five  rounds  per  man.  A  large  red  and 
white  battle  flag,  with  the  figure  "  1 "  in  the  cen- 
tre, and  an  embroidered  guide  flag  of  the  Sixty- 
ninth  New  York  regiment,  are  the  trophies  taken 
in  battle  by  my  command,  and  have  already  been 
forwarded  to  division  headquarters.  I  append 
herewith  a  recapitulation  of  the  losses  sustained 
by  my  brigade. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
J.  B.  Kershaw, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding. 
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BT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  WRIGHT. 

(quarters  wright^  brigade,  anderson's  ) 
Division,  Camp  near  Fredericksburg,  > 
December  24,  1602.  ) 

Thomas  S.  Mills,  A.  A.  G.  Division : 
OR  :  In  compliance  with  circular  issued 
ivision  headquarters  on  December  twen- 


tieth, I  herewith  transmit  a  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  my  brigade  in  the  action  at  Fredericks- 
burg. Jit  early  dawn  on  the  morning  of  the 
eleventh  instant,  my  brigade  was  put  under  arms 
and  marched  to  a  position  in  the  rear  of  our 
redoubts  on  the  left  of  the  plank  road,  and  there 
formed  in  line  of  battle,  my  right  resting  on  Gen- 
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eral  Mahone's  left,  and  my  left  upon  General 
Wilcox's  right  In  this  position  we  remained 
until  the  morning  of  the  sixteenth,  when,  the 
enemy  having  retired  across  the  river,  I  fell  back 
to  my  former  and  present  camp. 

On  the  morning  of  the  eleventh,  when  the 
enemy  opened  his  batteries  upon  the  town,  pre- 
paratory to  crossing  the  river,  the  Third  Georgia 
regiment  was  on  picket  duty  on  the  river,  at  the 
upper  edge  of  the  town.  This  regiment  retained 
its  position  during  the  whole  day,  subjected  to  a 
most  galling  fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries.  At 
five  o'clock,  in  the  evening  of  that  day,  I  received 
a  communication  from  Colonel  E.  J.  Walker, 
commanding  the  regiment,  informing  me  that 
the  enemy  had  effected  the  building  of  one  or 
more  bridges,  and  had  crossed  a  considerable 
force  into  the  town  on  his  right,  compelling  the 
Eighth  Florida  regiment,  which  was  on  picket 
duty  immediately  on  his  right,  to  fall  back,  and 
that,  from  the  sound  of  musketry,  he  was  led  to 
believe  that  General  Barksd  ale's  brigade,  also  on 
picket  duty  in  the  town,  had  retired  to  our  line 
of  battle,  and  inquiring  what  he  (Colonel  Walker) 
should  do.  I  immediately  sent  him  orders  to  hold 
his  position  at  all  hazards  until  morning,  and  if 
then  he  should  become  satisfied  that  General 
Bdrksdale's  brigade  had  retired,  and  the  enemy 
should  show  an  imposing  force  on  this  side  of  the 
river,  to  fall  back  in  order  to  my  line,  destroying 
the  bridges  over  the  canal.  At  eight  o'clock  next 
morning  Colonel  Walker  fell  back  to  my  line, 
having  accomplished  the  complete  destruction  of 
the  canal  bridges  —  General  Barksdale  having, 
as  he  supposed  the  night  before,  previously  fallen 
back  to  our  line  of  batteries.  Colonel  Walker's 
loss,  during  the  day's  bombardment,  was  one 
man  killed  and  one  slightly  wounded.  On  Fri- 
day evening,  the  twelfth  instant,  the  Second 
Georgia  battalion,  of  my  brigade,  under  the 
command  of  Captain  C.  J.  Moffat,  was  ordered 
on  picket  duty  in  front  of  the  Stansbury  house, 
where  it  remained  until  Saturday  evening,  when 
it  was  relieved  by  the  Forty-eighth  Georgia  regi- 
ment, Captain  Hall  commanding.  During  the 
fight  of  Saturday,  Captain  Moffat  lost  one  man 
killed  and  one  wounded.  No  other  casualties 
occurred  in  my  command  during  the  action. 

While  the  officers  and  men  of  my  brigade  had 
no  opportunity  to  display  the  courage  and  gal- 
lantry which  have  heretofore  marked  their  conduct 
in  all  the  battles  in  which  they  have  been  en- 
gaged, their  patient  and  protracted  "  lying  in 
wait "  during  the  six  days  they  were  under  arms, 
exposed  to  the  rigors  of  the  severe  cold  weather 
and  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  has  given 
me  increased  confidence  in  their  character  as 
veteran  soldiers,  who  are  alike  equal  to  the  trials 
of  actual  battle  and  of  wailing  under  the  enemy's 
guns  for  any  emergency  which  might  require 
their  services. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  R.  Wright, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding  Brigade. 
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REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  MAHOTW 

HEADQUARTER8  MAHONR*S  BRIGADE,  A.  

Division,  December  21,  l&BL 
To  Major  T.  8.  Mills,  Assistant  AdjuUmMAt* 

eral,  Anderson's  Division : 

Major  :  In  response  to  the  call  from  dLS^yi 
headquarters,  I  beg  to  present  the  fojVZka* 
statement  of  the  operations  of  this 
the  late  bombardment  and  battle  of 
burg: 

Promptly  after  the  signal  of  alarm, 
the  eleventh  instant,  the  brigade  was  p] 
the  position  assigned  it  by  the  divisio 
mander,  immediately  in  rear  of  the  line  off 
selected  in  the  event  of  any  attack  upon  c- 
front. 

For  the  most  part,  the  brigade  continue«rf3  wn 
arms  in  this  position  during  the  period  of  ti 
fight,  and,  in  fact,  until  Tuesday,  the  siacLteeqj 
instant,  when  the  enemy  evacuated  FrecXerajfe 
burg,  and  recrossed  the  Rappahannock  In  tk 
mean  time,  however,  it  always  had  a  reg-imaaj 
and  sometimes  two,  in  advance  of  the  bittern 
on  the  front,  which  were  exposed  to  the  eneaji 
artillery  fire,  and  which,  though  active,  and  ea» 
daily  on  Saturday  and  Sunday,  occasioned  & 
eight  casualties  in  the  brigade.  It  may  not  At 
amiss  to  add,  that  much  work,  in  the  erection <rf  fc 
batteries  and  rifle-pits,  was  performed  by  tfc) 
troops  of  the  brigade  during  the  four  days  of 
the  battle;  among  these  works  may  be  mo- 
tioned the  one,  as  of  special  advantage,  in  dn- 
lodging  the  enemy  from  behind  the  hills  ontk 
right  of  the  plank  road. 

I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
•  William  Mahokk, 

BrigadieMkanL 

REPORT  OP  COL.  MILLER,  OP  COBB'S  BRIGADE. 

Brigade  Headquarters,  Fredericksburg,  Va,  ) 

December  20, 1862.1 

Major  James  M.  Ooggin,  Assistant  Adjutarir 
General : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  put 
taken  by  this  brigade  in  the  battle  of  Fredericks- 
burg: 

On  the  morning  of  the  eleventh  instant,  at  fire 
o'clock,  the  brigade  was  put  under  arms  and  in 
position,  and  so  remained  until  seven  o'clock  P.K, 
when  the  Eighteenth  and  Twenty-fourth  Georgia 
regiments  andN  Phillips's  legion  were  marched 
into  Fredericksburg  by  General  Cobb,  to  relieve 
General  Barksdale,  and  took  position  in  our  lias 
of  battle  in  the  road  along  the  foot  of  Marytfl 
Hill,  crossing  the  Telegraph  road,  by  which  the 
enemy  advanced ;  the  legion  on  the  left,  Twenty- 
fourth  Georgia  in  the  centre,  and  Eighteenth  oa 
the  right.  The  men  lay  on  their  arms  during 
the  night.  Our  pickets  and  scouts  took  fiftesa 
prisoners.  Close  and  heavy  skirmishing  was 
kept  up  during  Friday,  the  twelfth,  and  on  that 
night  we  again  rested  on  our  arms. 

At  daybreak  on  the  thirteenth,  skinmahing 
again  commenced,  accompanied  by  the  enemy1* 


DOCUMENTS. 


121 


lis  was  kept  up  continually  until  about 
ock  a.  M.,  when  the  advance  of  the 
ve  in  our  pickets,  and  his  column  ap- 
he  left  of  our  line  by  the  Telegraph 
leployed  towards  our  right.    He  had 

in  planting  three  stands  of  colors 
front,  and  when  his  column  had  been 
bout  two  thirds  of  the  distance  on  his 
well-directed  fire  had  so  thinned  his 
;  the  survivors  retreated.  General 
le  fall  we  so  much  deplore,  lived  to  see 
ignal  repulse  and  the  bravery  of  the 
10  well  commanded.  About  twelve  or 
utes  thereafter  General  Cobb  fell,  mor- 
ded,  and  I  took  command  of  the  bri- 
»n  another  column,  heavier  than  the 

ced  in  our  front,  and  moved  steadily 

their  colors,  near  our  centre.  As  the 
proached,  I  directed  the  small  arms  to 

the  enemy  should  get  nearer.  So  soon 
within  certain  range,  our  fire  mowed 
•anks,  until  they  faltered  and  the  sur- 
reated.  They  were  met  by  a  strong 
lent,  and  again  advanced  upon  us  in 
rce;  and  this  time  the  slaughter  in 
i  was  terrific,  and  we  again  drove  them 
umn  after  column  was  brought  up  dur- 
ernoon,  and  the  battle  continued  until 
.  In  every  attack  the  enemy  was  re- 
th  immense  slaughter.  During  the 
a  courier  informed  me  that  you  had 
ixteenth  Georgia  regiment  to  the  mill, 
rders.  I  sent  for  that  regiment,  and 
>n  our  right,  to  strengthen  and  protect 

which  it  held  during  the  remainder  of 
?ment.    We  rested  on  our  arms  that 

throughout  the  next  day.  Sunday, 
enth,  a  close,  heavy,  and  continuous 
re  was  kept  up.  On  Sunday  night  we 
ed  by  General  Semmes. 
;  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  cool 
both  officers  and  men,  and  the  prompt- 
cheerfulness  with  which  they  obeyed 
ed  all  orders.  The  heaps  of  slain  in 
ell  best  how  well  they  acted  their  part. 
I  is  a  list  of  killed  and  wounded. 

Very  respectfully,  &c,  &c, 

Robert  M.  Miller, 

Colonel,  commanding  Brigade. 

OP  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  TERRY. 

Headquarters  Perry's  Rrtgade,  i 
December  18, 1862.  j 

omas  S.  Mills,  Assistant  Adjutant 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you 
i  of  commanders  of  the  Donaldsville 
ttery  and  the  Eighth  Florida  regiment, 
>rtions  of  my  brigade  engaged  in  the 
le  on  the  Rappahannock  River : 
bth  Florida  regiment  having  been  de- 
picket  duty  and  placed  temporarily 
mand  of  Brigadier-General  Barksdale, 
lg  the  picket  forces  at  Fredericksburg, 
e  to  give  additional  information  to  that 
in  Captain  Lang's  report,  to  which  I 


call  your  attention.  I  addressed  a  note  to  Briga- 
dier-General Barksdale,  relative  to  three  com- 
panies of  this  regiment,  which  were  detailed  from 
the  regiment  by  General  Barksdale,  and  assigned 
to  a  position  apart  from  the  regiment.  General 
Barksdale  replied  that  they  were  probably  taken 
prisoners  by  the  enemy.  I  have  been  able  to 
obtain  no  further  information  upon  the  subject. 
I  respectfully  call  to  the  attention  of  the  General 
the  gallant  conduct  of  the  Donaldsonville  battery 
throughout  the  entire  engagement  Both  officers 
and  men  stood  bravely  and  faithfully  at  their 
posts,  and,  while  exposed  to  an  unusually  heavy 
fire,  the  guns  were  handled  with  masterly  skill 
and  with  great  effect. 

The  loss  in  the  brigade  is  ninety-four  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing.  Of  this  number,  eight 
were  killed,  forty-three  wounded,  and  forty-three 
missing.  Of  these,  the  Eighth  Florida  regiment 
lost  seven  killed,  thirty-seven  wounded,  and  forty- 
three  missing.  The  Fifth  Florida  regiment  had  * 
one  wounded.  The  battery  had  one  killed  and 
five  wounded. 

I  have  the  honor,  Major, 

To  be  very  respectfully,  &c, 

E.  A.  Perry, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding1. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  HALL,  COMMANDING 
COOKE'3  BRIGADE. 

Headquarters  Cooke's  Brigade,  \ 
December  17,  1802.  j 

Captain  :  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  eleventh 
instant,  the  brigade,  under  the  command  of  Gen- 
eral Cooke,  was  ordered  to  the  front,  opposite 
Fredericksburg,  where  we  remained  in  position 
until  about  twelve  o'clock,  Saturday,  the  thir- 
teenth, at  which  time  the  engagement  was  going 
on  in  our  front. 

The  brigade  was  formed  in  line  of  battle  as 
follows :  The  Twenty-seventh  on  the  right,  Forty- 
eighth  next,  Fifteenth  on  the  left.  We  moved 
into  action  by  regiments.  After  advancing  abotlt 
two  hundred  yards,  under  a  heavy  fire  of  shell 
and  musketry,  we  arrived  at  the  crest  of  Willis's 
Hill,  which  overlooks  the  battle-field,  on  which 
hill  several  batteries  were  placed. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Twenty-seventh,  the 
brigade  was  halted  on  the  crest  of  the  hiil,  and 
delivered  its  fire  on  the  advancing  column  of  the 
enemy,  who  was  then  engaged  in  making  a  furi- 
ous assault  on  our  front  line,  which  was  covered 
by  a  long  stone  wall  at  the  foot  of  the  hill ;  which 
assault,  on  the  arrival  of  the  brigade,  was  re- 
pulsed, with  £reat  loss  to  the  enemy.  The 
enemy,  that  time,  succeeded  in  getting  up  to 
within  forty  yards  of  the  wall 

After  the  repulse  of  the  enemy,  the  Forty-sixth 
was  moved  down  the  hill  behind  the  fence,  sup- 
porting Cobb's  brigade.  The  Twenty-seventh 
and  Forty-sixth  remained  behind  the  fence,  and 
the  Forty-eighth  and  Fifteenth  on  the  top  of  the 
hill,  all  day. 

Six  different  times  during  the  day  did  the 
enemy  advance  his  heavily-reenforced  columns, 
and  each  time  was  driven  back  with  immense 
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loss.  The  action  ceased  at  night,  when  the  bri- 
gade was  withdrawn,  and  resumed  the  position 
they  occupied  previous  to  the  action. 

I  regret  to  nave  to  state  that  our  brave  com- 
mander was  severely  wounded  early  in  the  action. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  state  that,  with- 
out exception,  the  conduct  of  the  different  regi- 
ments composing  this  brigade  was  deserving  of 
the  most  unqualified  approbation. 

No  engagement  having  taken  place  the  next 
day,  the  commanders  of  the  different  regiments 
were  ordered  to  intrench  themselves  that  night, 
and  before  day  each  had  opened  ditches  sufficient 
to  cover  their  whole  commands ;  and,  the  night 
after,  two  additional  works  were  completed,  suf- 
ficient for  two  more  regiments. 

On  Sunday  morning  the  brigade  was  relieved 
by  General  Jenkins,  and  ordered  back  to  camp. 

I  regret  to  say  the  loss  of  the  brigade  was 
heavy.  A  correct  list  of  casualties  will  be  hand- 
ed in. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

E.  D.  Hall, 
Colonel,  commanding  Cooke's  Brigade. 

REPORT  OP  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  LAW. 

Brigade  Headquarters,  J 
December  17,  1802.  ) 

Major  W.  H.  Sully,  Assistant  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by 
my  command  in  the  engagement  near  Fredericks- 
burg, on  Saturday,  December  thirteen,  1862 : 

On  the  morning  of  the  thirteenth,  my  brigade 
fonned  a  portion  of  the  second  or  reserve  line, 
extending  along  the  range  of  hills  from  the  vicin- 
ity of  Hamilton's  Crossing  to  Dr.  Reynolds's 
house.    On  the  plateau,  directly  in  front  of  the 

Eosition  occupied  by  ray  brigade,  and  about  five 
undred  yards  distant,  the  skirt  of  timber  border- 
ing on  Deep  Run,  from  its  confluence  with  the 
Rappahannock,  abruptly  terminates.  From  this 
point  to  the  river  the  channel  of  the  run  becomes 
gradually  wider  and  deeper,  its  general  direction 
being  almost  perpendicular  to  our  own  line  and 
that  of  the  enemy,  on  the  Bowling  Green  road. 
I  received  orders,  during  the  morning,  from  Ma- 
jor-General  Hood,  commanding  the  division,  to 
render  assistance  to  Major-General  A.  P.  Hill's 
troops,  in  the  event  it  should  be  required ;  and 
was  ordered  by  General  Hill  to  support  Brigadier- 
General  Pender,  who  held  the  left  of  the  first  line, 
to  my  front  and  right  At  three  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  a  force  of  the  enemy  defiled  from  the 
wood  on  Deep  Run,  and,  forming  into  line  of 
battle,  advanced  upon  Latimer's  battery,  which 
was  posted  on  the  plateau  on  General  Pender's 
eft,  and  supported  by  one  of  his  regiments.  Per- 
ceiving this  attack,  I  moved  my  brigade  forward 
to  the  edge  of  the  timber  in  rear  of  the  battery. 
Detaching  the  Fifty-seventh  and  Fifty-fourth 
North  Carolina  regiments,  I  advanced  with  them 
to  attack  the  enemy,  who  had  now  gained  the 
line  of  the  railroad,  which  crosses  the  plateau 
directly  in  front  of  the  battery,  and  about  two 
hundred  yards  from  it.   The  enemy  was  prompt- 


ly driven  from  the  railroad  by  the  Fifty-seT«nk 
North  Carolina,  which  was  in  advance,  and  tb 
regiment  continued  to  move  steadily  forward  H 
within  three  hundred  yards  of  the  Bowling  Grm 
road,  driving  his  infantry  before  it.    During  tk 
action  a  body  of  the  enemy  opened  fire  from  tk 
wood  bordering  the  run,  upon  the  Left  of  the  at 
vancing  line.    This  was  promptly  checked  by  1 
fire  from  the  left  of  the  Fifty-seventh  and  froa 
the  Fifty-fourth,  which  changed  front  obliquely 
to  the  left  in  order  to  face  the  wood.   Ia  the 
mean  time,  the  Fourth  Alabama  had  been  broogfe 
forward  in  front  of  the  battery  as  a  support 
Having  accomplished  my  purpose  of  driving  ik 
enemy  from  the  vicinity  of  the  battery,  I  ordend 
the  two  regiments  in  advance  to  retire  and  take 
position  on  the  railroad,  which  thev  held  vad 
after  dark,  when  they  were  relieved  by  the  Sink 
North  Carolina.  The  conduct  of  the  Fifty-sevestk 
and  Fifty-fourth  North  Carolina  regiment*  wm 
admirable.   I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  Um 
steady  courage  in  advancing,  and  the  coolne* 
with  which  they  retired  to  the  line  of  railrai 
when  ordered.    Colonel  Godwin,  command^ 
the  Fifty-seventh,  and  Colonel  McDowell,  «#• 
manding  the  Fiftv-fourth,  ably  assisted  by  Lin* 
tenant-Colonels  /ones  and  Murchison,  handled 
their  commands  with  great  skill  and  coolnen. 
The  officers  of  my  staff,  Captain  Terrell,  Marf- 
an t  adjutant-general,  and  Lieutenant  Capoob 
aid-de-camp,  were,  as  usual,  conspicuous  for  gal* 
lantry  and  usefulness,  contributing  materially  by 
their  exertions  to  the  good  conduct  of  the  troopi 
It  is  with  deep  sorrow  that  I  report  the  death  of 
private  V.  S.  Smith,  of  the  Fourth  Alabama  regi- 
ment, an  acting  officer  on  my  staff.  Alabaai 
never  bore  a  braver  son,  and  our  country's  aim 
has  never  received  the  sacrifice  of  a  manfis 
spirit.    He  fell,  where  the  hour  of  danger  alwtji 
found  him,  at  his  post    The  following  is  a  reca- 
pitulation of  the  loss  of  the  brigade : 


Heoiment. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Musnra. 

57th  N.  Carolina, . 
54th  N.  Carolina, . 
6th  N.  Carolina, .  . 
4th  Alabama,  .  .  . 

32 
9 
6 
4 

00 
35 

10 

18 
2 

* 

3 

i 

50 

104 

I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully, 

&  M.  Law, 

Brigadier-QettenL 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  SSXXES. 

Headquarters  Semmes  Brigade,) 
Camp  near  Fredericksburg,  > 
December  22, 1862.  > 
Major  J".  M.  Qoggin,  Assistant  AdjutaMt-Qe+ 

eral: 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  herewith  a 
list  of  the  casualties  in  my  brigade  in  the  battle 
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Fredericksburg,  from  the  eleventh  to  the  fif- 
mth,  inclusive.  Except  when  posted  in  the 
id,  at  the  foot  of  Marye's  Hill,  on  the  four- 
tnth  and  fifteenth,  my  brigade  was  not  under 
»  from  small  arms.  It  was  only  exposed  to  the 
9  of  the  enemy's  artillery,  from  which  it  suffered 
t  little. 

I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Paul  J.  Semmes, 

Brigadier-General . 

UBPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  PAXTON. 

Heaixjuarters  Paxtow'8  Brigade,  Jackson's) 
Division,  Camp  near  Cokdin's  Farm,  > 
December  24,  1862.  ) 

tptain  W.  T.  Taliaferro,  Assistant  Adjutant- 
Tjeneral : 

Captain  :  In  pursuance  of  the  order  from  the 
vision  commander  to  report  the  participation 
•  my  brigade  in  the  battle  near  Fredericksburg, 
have  the  honor  to  state  that  my  brigade,  con- 
iting  of  the  Second,  Fourth,  Fifth,  Twenty- 
trenth,  and  Thirty-third  Virginia  regiments,  and 
npenter's  battery,  numbering  in  all  about  one 
mdred  and  twenty-three  officers  and  eleven 
mdred  men,  marched  from  its  encampment 
sax  Guineas  Depot,  on  Friday  morning,  the 
relfth  instant,  at  daybreak.  After  reaching  the 
Ittle-field,  and  frequent  changes  of  positions, 
hen  the  engagement  commenced,  my  brigade 
senpied  a  position  near  the  crest  of  the  hill, 
use  four  hundred  yards  in  the  rear  of  General 
Iregg's  brigade,  of  A.  P.  HilFs  division,  my 
ght  resting  on  the  left  of  E well's  division.  My 
Sera  were  to  support  General  Gregg,  and  be 
Mreraed  in  my  action  by  his  movements.  Upon 
report  from  my  orderly,  Mr.  F.  C.  Cox,  whom 
had  sent  forward  to  give  me  information,  that 
regg'a  brigade  was  moving,  I  ordered  my  bri- 
ide  to  the  front  in  line  of  battle.  About  the 
me  of  reaching  General  Gregg's  position,  the 
eeond  Virginia  regiment,  occupying  the  right 
f  my  line,  came  in  view  of  the  enemy,  and, 
ader  the  order  of  Captain  J.  Q.  A.  Naden- 
ausch,  commanding  the  regiment,  filed  obliquely 
►  the  right  and  rear,  but  scarcely  effected  its 
umge  of  position  when  it  was  fired  upon  by  the 
lemy.  Expecting,  from  the  indications,  that 
y  troops  would  be  engaged  in  this  position,  I 
roceeded  to  bring  forward  the  Fifth  and  Fourth 
giments  at  double-quick,  and  post  them  upon 
ie  right  of  the  second  regiment,  and  to  put  the 
irenty-seventh  and  Thirty-third  regiments  in 
>sition  upon  its  left.  These  dispositions,  how- 
ler, were  not  accomplished  until  the  firing 
ated,  the  enemy  having  been  gallantly  repulsed 
r  the  Second  regiment.  Soon  after  I  changed 
r  position,  and  occupied  the  military  road, 
bust  there,  I  found  that  troops  were  falling 
ck  in  disorder  past  the  right  or  my  line,  when 
deemed  it  prudent  to  move  some  three  hundred 
rds  to  the  right,  upon  the  road,  to  guard  against 
i  advance  of  the  enemy  in  that  direction.  Again 
changed  position,  and  occupied  the  line  of  the 
ace  in  front.  That  night  my  brigade  slept  on 


their  arms  on  the  military  road,  and  the  next 
morning  before  daylight,  in  pursuance  of  an  order 
from  the  division  commander,  took  a  position  on 
the  railroad,  my  right  resting  opposite  the  posi- 
tion which  my  left  nad  occupied  on  the  military 
road.  Here  the  day  passed  off  quietly,  with  the 
exception  of  occasional  firing  between  the  pickets. 
Carpenter's  battery  was  detached  from  my  brigade 
on  the  twelfth,  and  was  not  under  my  orders  dur- 
ing the  engagement  A  report  of  its  participa- 
tion in  the  engagement  by  Lieutenant  McKen- 
dree,  commanding,  is  transmitted  herewith. 

I  am  much  indebted  to  my  regimental  officers, 
Captains  Nadenbousch  and  Colston,  acting  field 
officers  of  the  Second  Virginia  regiment ;  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Gardiner  and  Major  Terrv,  Fourth 
Virginia  regiment;  Lieutenant-Colonel  \Viiliams 
and  Captain  Newton,  Fifth  Virginia  regiment; 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Edmondson  and  Major  Shri- 
ver,  Forty-seventh  Virginia  regiment,  and  Colonel 
Lee,  Thirty-third  Virginia  regiment,  for  the  exhi- 
bition of  great  gallantry,  skill,  and  coolness  in 
the  discharge  of  their  duties.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Gardiner,  after  having  passed  unhurt,  and  distin- 
guished for  his  gallantry,  through  all  the  battles 
of  the  campaign,  (Port  Kepublic,  Richmond,  Ce- 
dar Mountain,  Manassas,  and  Sharpsburg,)  fell, 
at  the  head  of  his  regiment,  severely,  if  not 
fatally,  wounded.  To  Adjutant  C.  S.  Arnall,  Fifth 
Virginia  regiment,  acting  as  my  assistant  adju- 
tant-general, the  highest  praise  is  due  for  his 
gallant  and  energetic  discharge  of  the  duties 
incident  to  the  position.  To  the  rank  and  file  of 
my  command  I  am  especially  grateful,  for  the 
courage,  fidelity,  and  promptness  exhibited  in 
obeying  my  orders.  My  brigade  sustained  a  loss 
of  four  killed,  sixty-nine  wounded,  one  missing ; 
total,  seventy-four.  The  reports  of  regimental 
and  battery  commanders,  with  lists  of  casualties, 
are  transmitted  herewith. 

Respectfully, 

E.  F.  Paxton, 

Brigadier-General. 

\ 

REPORT  OP  COLONEL  HOKE,  COMMANDING 
BRIGADE. 

Headquarters  Trimble's  Briagdk,  I 
December  10,  1862.  \ 

Major  S.  Hale,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral, EwelVs  Division  : 
Major  :  I  respectfully  report  that  on  Saturday, 
thirteenth  of  this  month,  I  received  orders  from 
General  Early  to  form  my  brigade  immediately 
behind  General  Hays's  brigade,  with  my  right 
resting  upon  the  Richmond  and  Fredericksburg 
railroad,  at  Hamilton's  Crossing,  about  four  miles 
from  Fredericksburg.  I  remained  in  this  position 
for  about  two  hours,  under  a  very  heavy  cannon- 
ading, and  lost  a  number  of  men  in  this  place. 
The  infantry  firing  at  the  front  became  -quite 
heavy,  and  General  Early  ordered  me  to  move 
my  brigade  by  the  left  flank,  and  let  my  right 
rest  upon  the  left  of  General  Hays.  I  had 
scarcely  gotten  in  this  position  before  he  ordered 
me  to  the  front  to  the  support  of  General  Archer. 
I  moved  promptly  aud  steadily  to  the  front,  and 
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found  General  Archer  had  been  driven  back,  and 
the  enemy  had  occupied  the  woods  upon  the  top 
of  the  hill.  I  soon  drove  them  from  this  posi- 
tion, and  found,  upon  getting  to  the  intrench- 
ments  at  the  edge  of  the  woods,  that  they  had 
retreated  to  the  railroad,  in  which  place  they  had 
held  reserves.  I  saw  that  it  would  not  do  to 
allow  them  to  remain  in  the  railroad,  as  that 
point  commanded  a  large  portion  of  our  intrench- 
ments  at  the  edge  of  the  woods,  and  that  I  would 
lose  from  their  sharpshooters ;  so  I  immediately 
ordered  a  charge,  and  drove  them  from  their 
place,  killing  about  two  hundred,  and  wounding 
a  large  number,  one  hundred  of  whom  fell  into 
my  hands.  I  must  have  wounded  quite  a  number 
of  the  enemy  at  this  point  who  were  able  to  make 
their  escape,  as  I  was  immediately  upon  them. 
I  also  captured  about  three  hundred  prisoners. 
I  had  brought  from  this  point  about  four  hundred 
stand  of  arms,  and  left  a  number  across  the  rail- 
road. After  driving  them  from  the  railroad,  I 
followed  them  to  the  fence  beyond  the  road,  and 
at  this  point  halted  to  see  if  I  could  go  farther. 
While  I  was  in  this  position,  the  main  line  of  the 
enemy  gave  back  about  fifty  yards ;  and  my  opin- 
ion is,  that  if  a  brigade  had  been  upon  my  right 
we  could  have  driven  the  whole  line.  I  remained 
in  this  position  for  some  time,  to  see  if  any  other 
forces  were  coming  forward ;  and  in  the  mean  time 
the  enemy  threw  a  brigade  down  the  river  road, 
preparatory  to  making  an  attack  upon  my  right 
flank,  and  seeing  my  position  would  soon  become 
a  critical  one,  I  ordered  the  Twenty-first  North 
Carolina  and  Twenty-first  Georgia  regiments  and 
First  North  Carolina  battalion  back  to  the  rail- 
road, under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harper,  with 
orders  to  hold  it  to  the  last,  and  ordered  the  Fif- 
teenth Alabama  and  Twelfth  Georgia  regiments 
back  to  the  intrenchments  at  the  edge  of  the 
woods,  all  of  which  was  done  effectually  and 
promptly,  and  with  a  very  slight  loss.  My  loss 
m  this  charge  and  falling  back  was  only  two  men 
killed  and  about  thirty  wounded,  most  of  which 
were  very  slight.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Scott  was 
killed  while  falling  back  to  the  woods.  He  acted 
most  gallantly,  and  did  his  duty  nobly.  I  held 
my  position  in  the  railroad,  and  at  the  edge  of 
the  woods,  until  Monday  morning,  fifteenth,  at 
which  time  I  was  relieved  by  General  D.  H.  Hill's 
troops.  I  cannot  say  too  much  in  praise  of  the 
officers  and  men  under  my  command ;  all  did 
their  duty  nobly,  and  went  into  the  fight  with  a 
spirit  of  determination,  and  it  would  be  doing 
injustice  to  note  any  one  particularly.  Captain 
A.  Hoffman,  •  acting  ordnance  officer,  was  of 
great  service  to  me  upon  the  field.  My  tabular 
report  of  killed  and  wounded  has  been  sent 
in.  The  report  of  the  action  of  the  battery 
attached  to  tnis  brigade  will  be  made  by  Captain 
Latimer,  who  was  acting  chief  of  artillery  on 
that  day. 

Very  respectfully, 

R  F.  Hoke, 

Colonel,  commanding  Brigade. 

Official  copy : 
S.  Hale, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Headquarters  Early's  Brigade,  Dec  20th, ML 

Major  8,  Hale,  Acting  A,  A.  G* 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  operatfti« 
Early '8  brigade  in  the  battle  near  Frederick^ 
on  the  thirteenth  instant :  . 

We  were  placed  in  position  by  General 
commanding  division,  in  the  second  line  dj* 
tie,  supporting  A.  P.  Hill's  division.   Tk»*  *£\ 
had  not  continued  over  half  an  hour, 
received  an  order  from  General  Early 
Major   Wilson,  volunteer  aid)  to  ad.  ^tt** 
double-quick,  as  the  enemy  had  cut  t^. 
through  the  first  line,  and  were  advanciDa*wMg<  1ft 
the  brigade  in  motion,  and  met  the  eneiawaa«nyisj 
the  middle  of  the  woods ;  but  they  fell  k  ^MW 
came  up,  and  we  continued  to  press  thenanaaan  doa^ 
driving  them  across  the  railroad,  and  :  Mnb 
them  some  distance  beyond  into  the  oaaaaaxo  t£  j 
When  we  reached  the  railroad  there  wae^aw  do 
port  on  our  left,  and  a  large  column  of-"  Fedgj 
infantry  were  moving  across  the  railro9^  *W 
four  hundred  yards  to  our  left,  and  entagnysj 
woods.    Fearing  to  advance  farther  to  o>ur mL 
I  drew  my  command  back  to  the  railroad  mi 
held  that  position,  after  detailing  Lieutena* 
Colonel  Terrill,  with  the  Thirteenth  Vimm** 
deploy  his  regiment  on  our  left  flank,  and  dua** 
ing  him  to  advance  under  cover  of  the  timber 
engage  the  enemy's  column  on  our  left  upon 
flank.    This  was  done  promptly,  and  Tbomrfl 
brigade,  of  A.  P.  Hill's  division,  engaging  te 
in  front  about  the  same  time,  they  fell  bid  a 
good  order,  but  scarcely  firing  a  gun  in  thorn* 
treat    The  two  fires  told  severely  upon  then,  a 
the  large  number  of  dead  and  wounded  left  el 
that  part  of  the  field  clearly  showed.   After  Iks 
column  of  the  enemy  fell  back,  there  was  far 
some  time  no  body  of  their  troops  in  sight,  nt 
not  deeming  it  prudent  to  give  up  the  advantags 
of  our  position  oy  advancing  in  pursuit  over  tha 
open  plain,  I  continued  to  hold  the  railroad  for 
the  remainder  of  the  evening  without  any  moles- 
tation from  the  enemy,  further  than  by  fbraqng  a 
fresh  line  of  troops  in  sight,  but  out  of  our 


and  throwing  out  skirmishers,  who  kept  ud  a 
straggling  fire  until  night.  After  dark,  I  lot 
pickets  on  the  railroad,  and  withdrew  my  eoev 
mand  back  into  the  woods  about  one  hunched  ami 
fifty  yards,  and  bivouacked  for  the  night 

Early  the  next  morning,  we  were  relieved  by 
Paxton's  brigade,  and  joined  the  division. 

Our  loss  was  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven  fc 
killed  and  wounded.  I  cannot  close  without  ex- 
pressing my  admiration  for  the  manner  in  whict 
this  brigade  performed  its  duty,  and  the  gallantry 
and  bravery  exhibited  by  both  officers  and  met* 
I  had  no  trouble  in  getting  them  to  fight,  but  t 
good  deal  to  get  them  to  stop,  when  in  my  opia* 
ion  it  was  imprudent  to  go  farther. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
J.  A.  Walkkb, 
Colonel,  commanding  Brig*** 

Official  copy :   S.  Hale, 

Aotlng  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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ORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  HATS. 

IKADQUARTEB9  FIRST  LOUISIANA  BRIGADE,  { 

December  It),  1802.  j 
for  Hale,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-Gen- 

>a :  On  arriving  at  Hamilton's  Crossing, 
Richmond  and  Fredericksburg  railroad, 
ijr,  the  thirteenth  instant,  about  ten  o'clock, 
eded  to  place  my  brigade,  according  to 
in  line  of  battle,  with  my  right  resting  on 
road,  and  the  line  extended  on  the  road 
to  Spottsylvania  Court  House.  Here  I 
ttted  to  remain,  and  to  take  advantage  of 
ter  afforded  by  the  hills  on  the  north, 
it  while  before  noon  an  order  was  con- 
>  me  to  advance  in  line,  through  the 
owards  the  front.  I  accordingly  put  my 
otdon.  While  advancing,  I  was  informed 
istence  of  a  ditch  on  the  crest  of  the  hill 
ing  the  river  bottom,  and  directed  to  oc- 
is  a  rifle-pit.  But,  on  reaching  the  place, 
«red  other  troops  in  possession  of  the 
id  accordingly  halted  ray  line  a  few  yards 
rear,  in  readiness  to  advance  in  support, 
position  I  continued  the  remainder  of  the 
I  the  night  following. 

next  morning,  the  fourteenth  instant,  at 
my  brigade  was  moved  several  hundred 

0  the  left,  on  a  line  with  the  ditch  above 

1  to,  in  rear  of  and  supporting  General 
i's  brigade,  then  occupying  the  railroad, 
in  this  position,  I  was  directed  to  send  a 
Qt  to  fill  up  a  gap  in  the  line  along  the 
I,  between  the  brigades  of  General  Pax  ton 
Qrral  Trimble,  then  commanded  by  Colonel 

The  Seventh  Louisiana  regiment  was 
complete  this  line.    The  remainder  of  the 

continued  to  occupy  the  line  indicated 
Sunday,  the  fourteenth  instant,  and  the 
icceeding. 

b  morning  following;  the  fifteenth  instant, 
ted  my  original  place,  near  Hamilton's 
r,  and  there  remained  until  the  sixteenth 
when  I  was  ordered  to  occupy  a  line  in 
he  batteries  posted  on  the  hill,  with  my 
(ting  on  the  railroad.  I  had  barely  reached 
ion,  when,  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  be- 
orered,  I  was  ordered  back  to  the  cross- 
,  in  a  short  time  thereafter,  took  up  the 
narch  in  the  direction  of  Port  Royal 
«s,  amounting  to  nine  killed,  forty-four 
1,  and  one  missing,  was  inflicted  by  the 
batteries,  while  advancing  in  line,  on  the 
ii  instant,  to  the  brow  of  the  hill  in  front. 
5  to  commend  the  zealous  promptness  of 
and  men  in  obeying  my  orders,  and  the 
desire  they  evinced  to  meet  the  enemy, 
m  happy  to  add,  there  was  less  straggling 
lie  several  days  of  the  recent  #  engage - 
;han  I  have  ever  known.  To"  Captain 
I  lieutenant  Macon,  of  my  staff,  I  am  in- 
bt  the  cheerful  discharge  of  their  respec- 
e*. 

Harry  T.  Hays, 
Brigadier-General,  commanding. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  KENNEDY,  COMMANDING 
BRIGADE. 

Headquarters  Second  South  Carolina  \ 
Regiment,  December  20, 1802.  ( 

Captain  C.  H.  Holmes,  Assistant  Adjutant-Gen' 

eral,  Kershaw's  Brigade : 

Captain  :  Between  twelve  and  one  o'clock  on 
Saturday,  the  thirteenth  ultimo,  Lieutenant 
Dwight,  of  General  Kershaw's  staff,  ordered  me 
to  take  my  regiment,  the  Second,  and  the  Eighth, 
Captain  Stackhouse,  to  the  support  of  General 
Coob,  on  the  Telegraph  road.  I  moved  out,  left 
in  front,  the  Eighth  following.  In  rear  of  the 
extreme  right  battery  of  Colonel  Walton's  artil- 
lery (on  Fuller's  Hill),  I  halted  the  Second  regi- 
ment until  Captain  Stackhouse  closed  up.  I  then 
moved  the  two  regiments  into  the  field  to  the  left 
of  the  wood,  (in  which  I  had  halted,)  fronted,  and 
advanced  in  line  of  battle,  making  the  Eighth  the 
battalion  of  direction,  and  obliquing  to  the  right, 
so  as  to  throw  the  two  commands  between  the 
two  right  batteries  of  the  Washington  artillery 
(Colonel  Walton's)  on  the  hill  and  the  Marye 
house.  The  fire  of  shell  and  small  arms  was  ter- 
rific, raking  the  whole  field.  The  men  moved 
forward  in  fine  style,  obeying  promptly  every 
command  issued.  When  I  arrived  at  the  crest 
of  the  hill  I  gave  the  command,  '*  Double-quick," 
and  moved  the  two  regiments  to  the  stone 
fence  on  the  Telegraph  road,  where  General  Cobb 
was  posted.  One  volley  was  fired  before  reach- 
ing it,  and  that  by  the  Eighth  regiment.  The 
Eighth  regiment  supported  a  portion  of  General 
Cobb's  brigade,  to  the  right,  and  the  Second  was 
disposed  as  follows :  three  companies  on  the  left 
of  the  Eighth,  one  company  and  the  hulf  of 
another  at  the  small  house  near  the  centre  of 
General  Cobb's  line,  (where  General  Kershaw 
made  his  headquarters,)  three  companies  and  a 
half  to  the  left  of  this  house,  behind  a  stone  wall, 
in  rear  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Georgia  regiment 
Captain  Pulliara,  with  his  company,  came  up 
shortly  after  this  disposition  of  my  command, 
and  was  sent  to  a  stone  fence,  where  the  Philips' 
legion  (of  General  Cobb's  brigade)  was  posted  to 
the  left  of  the  Twenty-fourtn  Georgia,  and,  al- 
though later  in  the  action  than  the  rest  of  my 
regiment,  (having  failed  to  hear  the  order  to  move 
out  of  the  trenches,)  did  fine  execution.  The 
action  continuing  until  after  dark,  advance  after 
advance  of  the  foe  was  repelled.  The  whole  regi- 
ment acted  with  cool  daring  and  high  courage ; 
men  never  did  their  duty  more  thoroughly.  My 
position  being  in  the  centre,  I  appointed  Captain 
Wallace  to  superintend  the  operation  of  the  left 
wing,  and  Captain  Leitner  the  three  companies 
on  the  right.  I  gave  my  attention  to  the  opera- 
tions of  both,  and  of  the  centre.  #  These  officers 
deserve  notice  for  their  deliberative,  prompt  ex- 
ecution of  every  order.  Major  Gaillard  was 
slightly  wounded  in  advancing  across  the  field, 
commanding  the  Second  South  Carolina  regiment, 
(I,  acting  as  commander  of  both  battalions,  the 
Second  and  Eighth).  Shortly  after  reaching  the 
stone  wall,  General  Kershaw  detailed  him  to  eon- 
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vey  some  order,  and,  in  executing  the  commis- 
sion, he  was  wounded  in  the  foot,  and  compelled 
to  leave  the  field.  Thus  I  was  deprived  of  his 
valuable  assistance,  and  the  regiment  of  that  gal- 
lant bearing  which  he  has  exhibited  on  so  many 
fields.  Of  the  conduct  of  Captain  Wallace,  acting 
as  field  officer,  I  cannot  speak  too  highly ;  he 
elicited  the  highest  admiration,  and  is  deserving 
of  special  mention.  No  braver  man  ever  trod 
the  field  of  battle.  Captain  Cuthbcrt's  company 
had  been  deployed  to  the  right  of  the  creek  early 
in  the  morning,  and  remained  until  after  dark, 
doing  execution  in  the  ranks  of  the  enemy.  The 
exalted  courage,  enthusiasm,  and  chivalric  daring 
of  its  commanding  officer  are  always  guarantees 
of  its  good  success.  Lieutenants  Elliott  and 
Fishburn,  of  this  company,  were  wounded,  gal- 
lantly discharging  their  duty.  Captains  Pulliam, 
Moore,  Cunningham,  Graham,  and  Lieutenants 
Maxwell,  Brown,  Perry,  and  Wallace,  command- 
ing companies,  and  their  lieutenants,  all  acted  with 
conspicuous  bravery,  and  deserve  my  thanks  for 
their  hearty  cooperation.  It  is  useless  to  mention 
individual  instances  of  courage ;  they  are  too  nu- 
merous: suffice  it  to  say,  the  regiment  never 
acted  with  more  coolness.  Adjutant  Sill  was  of 
every  assistance  to  me,  and  exhibited  great  gal- 
lantry. Mr.  B.  Moses,  of  Company  D,  acting  as 
orderly  to  me,  bore  himself  well,  but  was  disabled 
before  reaching  the  wall,  and  compelled  to  retire. 
S.  P.  Boozer,  of  Company  F,  acting  as  same, 
coolly  conveyed  several  orders  to  different  parts 
of  the  regiment,  and  was  wounded  by  my  side. 
His  demeanor  was  inspiriting.  Captain  Stack- 
house,  while  under  my  command,  (which  was 
until  General  Kershaw  reached  the  stone  wall 
and  assumed  command,)  acted  deliberately,  and 
commanded  his  men  with  success  and  bravery. 
Number  of  officers  and  men  carried  into  action, 
three  hundred  and  fifty.  Officers  killed,  none; 
men  killed,  six.  Officers  wounded,  seven ;  men 
wounded,  fifty-five.  Total  killed  and  wounded, 
sixty-two. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

John  D.  Kennedy, 

Colonel,  commanding  Second  S.  C.  V. 

BE  PORT  OF  COLONEL  EVANS,  COMMANDING 
BRIGADE. 

Headquarters  Lawtos's  Brigade,  \ 
Near  Port  Koyal,  Va.,  Dog.  19,  1862.  $ 

Major  8,  Hale,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral: 

Major  :  On  the  thirteenth  instant,  about  nine 
o'clock  a.  M.,  Lawton's  brigade,  Colonel  £.  N. 
Atkinson  commanding,  was  formed  in  line  of  bat- 
tle in  a  wood  about  three  fourths  of  a  mile  west 
of  the  railroad,  nearly  opposite  Hamilton's  Cross- 
ing, below  Fredericksburg,  Virginia,  the  right 
resting  on  the  left  of  another  brigade  of  Eweli's 
division,  the  Thirteenth  Georgia,  Colonel  J.  M. 
Smith  commanding,  being  the  extreme  right,  and 
successively  towards  the  left  the  Sixtieth  Georgia, 
(Colonel  W.  IL  Stiles,)  Sixty-first  Georgia,  (Col- 
onel J.  H.  Lamar,)  Thirty-eighth  Georgia,  (Cap- 
taia   William  McLeodj  Thirty-first  Georgia, 


(Colonel  C.  A.  Evans,)  and  the  Twent 
Georgia,  (Captain  Grace,)  being  tlx 
numbering  about  two  thousand  rank 
While  thus  resting  in  line  the  shells  of  t,"fc»^j^^ 
fell  upon  the  regiments  on  the  right,  — 
several,  but  was  borne  without  flinchii 
who,  in  many  engagements,  have  pro' 

selves  not  deficient  in  courage  or  i   

About  hulf  past  one  o'clock  the  brigacKE».aae*H 
dered  forward,  and  all  the  regiments  jbs  *&n 
at  once,  in  line,  except  the  Tnirteenther^aT^tu  Ge 
The  failure  of  this  regiment  to  move  at  tr  j*t  the  | 
time  is  subject  to  the  following  exr^g-  _aexplmj 
While  in  line  this  regiment  rested  uponfar  «=m  the 
of  a  hill  intervening  between  it  and  -fcd  the 
regiments,  which  prevented  Colonel  Sr»  «SSid/^ 
observing,  at  the  time,  the  forward  mow  «^ojw 
the  brigade,  and  receiving  no  order  to  o  ^Jr 
our  line  passed  out  of  sight  before  he 
that  he  had  been  left  behind.  Receivia  -aa^/rj 
communicated  by  yourself  soon  after  "  tyjT? 

advanced  to  rejoin  the  brigade,  but  wa-  9  too  if 

to  participate  in  the  action.*  Subsequer^v^^ 
ordered  to  join  Colonel  Uoke,  commandtxqp/J; 
ble's  brigade,  he  placed  his  regiment  in  *  tn*t 
near  the  edge  of  the  field,  on  Colonel  Role's ki, 
where  he  remained  until  Monday  morning  Iatk 
mean  time,  the  brigade  moving  forward  about  tm 
hundred  and  fifty  yards,  Captain  Grace,  commut- 
ing the  Twenty-sixth  Georgia,  on  the  left,  encoM' 
tered  the  enemy,  being  apprised  of  their  praxis 
ity  to  him  by  a  volley  poured  into  hi*  nnkfc 
which  for  a  moment  checked  his  advance.  Btf 
quickly  recovering,  the  regiment  delivered  fef 
fire,  reloaded,  and,  advancing,  drove  the  eneaj 
before  them  through  the  woods.  Having  es- 
countered  the  enemy  so  soon,  they  became  for 
the  time  separated  from  the  brigade,  and  « 
reaching  the  ditch  which  skirted  the  edge  of  tet 
woods,  they  observed  the  remaining  regimeati 
far  out  on  the  plain.  Here  Captain  Grace  m 
directed  to  halt  his  command,  and  not  advance 
into  the  open  field.  The  remaining  four  regi- 
ments, consisting  of  the  Sixtieth  Georgia,  (Col- 
onel Stiles,)  Sixty-first  Georgia,  (Colonel  Lft- 
mar,)  Thirty-eighth  Georgia,  (Captain  McLeod,) 
and  Thirty-first  Georgia,  (Colonel  Evans,)  push- 
ing ahead,  came  upon  the  enemy  in  a  minute  of 
time  after  they  were  first  encountered  by  Captafc 
Grace,  receiving  their  fire  without  producing 
scarcely  a  perceptible  check,  fired  in  return,  sad, 
with  loud  cheers,  dashed  forward.  From  this 
time  the  contest  consisted  of  but  a  aeries  of  tem- 
porary halts  made  by  the  enemy,  only  to  be 
driven  away  from  their  positions.  At  the  rail- 
road the  enemy  made  their  moat  determined  re- 
sistance, and  for  a  few  minutes  poured  a  heavy 
fire  into  our  line.  Seeing  that  a  charge  was  the 
most  effectual  plan  to  dislodge  them,  the  order 
was  given,  and  so  rapidly  accomplished  thatnuaj 
of  the  enemy  were  captured,  and  a  few,  in  mat 
attempts  to  get  away,  received  the  application  of 
the  bayonet  As  an  incident  of  the  battle,  I  de- 
sire to  state  that  one  of  the  enemy,  after  surren- 
dering, levelled  his  gun  to  fire  at  our  passing  line; 
\b\x\,  a  pontic  tarasx  tana,  tab  Voada  of  Captain 
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•w  *       IX  Wood,  of  the  Thirty-first  Georgia,  pre- 
f  '  **nted  the  intended  barbarism.   At  this  part  of 
i  ttfc  railroad  a  short  neck  of  woods  juts  out  into 
lie  plain;  so  that  on  our  right  and  left  were  the 
open  rieid,  while  before  the  line  lay  this  neck  of 
thickly    matted  woods.    Under  its  shelter  the 
Xiemy  fled,  pursued  by  these  four  regiments  with 
o  much  precipitation  that  both  parties  entered 
ie  ditches  beyond  almost  together.    At  the  rail- 
iaci    and   in  these  ditches  a  large  number  of 
•fronerfl   -were  captured  and  sent  to  the  rear, 
long  whom  was  one  colonel  and  several  officers 
•  fdiiior  tirade.    A  battery  posted  to  the  left,  on 
frill  about  two  hundred  yards  distant  from  the 
0t  ditches  referred  to,  tempted  the  troops  still 
^ther    into  the  field,  firing  as  they  advanced 
,^ards  it  upon  men  and  horses  with  such  effect 
0  to  cause  a  portion  of  the  battery  to  be  with- 
and.  the  remainder  to  be  abandoned.  The 
gc&e  was  virtually  in  the  hands  of  these  gallant 
-jjveTY,  being  abandoned  and  within  seventy-five 
-jajd*  of  the  place  where  they  stood  ;  but  at  this 
tporavent  a  heavy  line  of  the  enemy  advanced  on 
ow  right  flank,  (learned  since  to  have  been  Gen- 
eral liirney's  division,)  and  seeing  that  all  had 
\*en  accomplished  which  was  in  the  power  of 
ri    these  men  to  do,  I  communicated  to  them  the 
order  to  retire  to  the  protection  of  the  woods, 
in  the  heat  of  the  contest  these  four  regiments 
^      tnay  have  "  gone  too  far,"  but  brave  men  in  that 
^      important  struggle  feel  that  they  scarcely  went 
far  enough.    Colonel  Atkinson,  m  command  of 
the  brigade,  participating  fully  in  the  enthusiasm 
of  the  charge,  was  wounded  in  the  arm,  above 
the  elbow,  soon  after  entering  the  field,  and  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.    Colonel  Lamar, 
wounded  by  having  a  part  of  one  of  his  fingers 
toot  off,  retired  from  the  ground;  and  Major 
McCarthy  succeeded  to  the  command,  leading  the 
regiment  into  the  open  plain,  assisted  by  Captain 
Peter  Brennan.    Colonel  W.  H.  Stiles,  com- 
manding his  regiment  through  the  entire  fight,  I 
have  the  pleasure  to  state,  did  his  duty,  and  did 
it  well.    I  cannot  forbear  to  mention,  in  terms 
of  unqualified  praise,  the  heroism  of  Captain 
£.  P.  Law  ton,  assistant  adjutant-general  of  the 
brigade,  from  the  beginning  of  the  advance  until 
near  the  close  of  the  fight,  when  he  received  a 
dangerous  wound,  and  was  unavoidably  left  in 
the  onen  plain,  where  he  fell.    Cheering  on  the 
men,  leading  this  regiment,  or  restoring  the  line 
of  another,  encouraging  officers,  he  was  every- 
where along  the  whole  line,  the  bravest  among 
the  brave.   Just  as  the  four  regiments  emerged 
from  the  neck  of  woods  referred  to,  his  horse 
was  shot  from  under  him,  and,  in  falling,  so  far 
disabled  him  that  thousands  less  ardent  or  de- 
termined would  have  felt  justified  in  leaving  the 
field ;  but  limping  on,  he  rejoined  the  line  again 
in  their  advance  towards  the  battery,  but  soon 
received  the  wound  with  which  he  fell.   It  is 
gratifying  to  me  to  be  able  to  record  that  officers 
and  men  generally  behaved  with  the  courage 
characteristic  of  the  southern  soldier,  continuing 
for  the  brigade  a  well-deserved  reputation.    The , 


fire  was  through  which  these  brave  men  passed 
in  driving  the  enemy  before  them.  The  Staun- 
ton artillery,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  A.  W. 
Garber,  (attached  to  this  brigade,)  at  half  past 
four  o'clock,  was  ordered  to  the  extreme  right  of 
our  line*,  and  was  actively  engaged  on  the  plain 
about  two  hours,  when  the  batteries  of  the  enemy 
ceased  firing.  The  officers  and  men  behave*! 
with  coolness  and  gallantry.  Lieutenant  Garber 
had  Ins  horse  shot  from  under  him  during  the 
engagement,  but  suffered  no  loss  of  his  men.  I 
am  extremely  gratified  to  mention  that  by  the 
activity  of  Surgeon  George  F.  Cooper,  senior 
surgeon  of  the  brigade,  although  with  limited 
transportation,  our  numerous  wounded  received 
prompt  attention. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Major, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  Evans. 
Colonel,  commanding  Brigade. 


Official  copy : 


S.  Hale, 

A.  A.  A.  General. 


report  of  casualties  will  testify  how  Be  fere  the 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  TENDER. 

IIi:ai>quajiti:k9  Pknoku's  Brigade,  ) 
December  JO,  1802.  J 

Major- General  A.  P.  Hill,  commanding  Liyht 
Division : 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  brigade  in . 
the  fight  of  December  thirteenth,  before  Freder- 
icksburg : 

I  was  placed  in  position  Friday  morning,  early, 
ou  the  extreme  left  of  the  division,  in  a  skirt  of 
wood,  where  we  had  no  protection,  nor  could 
have,  from  the  enemy's  artillery.  Two  batteries 
were  placed  in  my  front;  the  right  one  com- 
manded by  Captain  Davidson,  who,  I  will  nere 
state,  acted  throughout  with  the  greatest  judg- 
ment, coolness,  and  bravery.  Friday  was  taken 
up  by  slight  skirmish  firing,  and  now  and  then  a 
slight  artillery  duel.  Saturday  morning  we  were 
engaged  in  the  same  manner.  In  the  afternoon, 
however,  when  the  enemy  advanced  on  the  right, 
they  opened  a  most  tremendous  fire  of  artillery 
upon  the  batteries  in  mv  front,  playing  upon  them 
from  the  front  and  right,  from  at  least  four  bat- 
teries. This  fire  was  most  destructive  to  my 
men.  At  about  this  time  a  heavy  line  of  skir- 
mishers advanced  within  range  of  Captain  David- 
son's battery,  and  kept  up  a  hot  fire  upon  him. 
One  of  their  balls,  at  this  time,  killed  my  aid, 
Lieutenant  Sheppard,  while  he  was  very  gallantly 
and  coolly  trying  to  rally  some  men  who  hacl 
broken  on  our  right  and  were  making  to  the  rear. 
These  skirmishers  became  so  annoying  that  addi- 
tional companies  had  to  be  thrown  out,  under  the 
efficient  Major  Cole,  to  drive  them  back,  which 
he  did,  and  held  them  in  check  long  after  his 
ammunition  had  given  out  Colonel  McElroy, 
with  his  regiment,  the  Sixteenth  North  Carolina, 
had  been  placed,  early  in  the  morning,  near  the 
railroad  cut,  and  in  front  of  the  left  battery,  which 
this  day  consisted  of  some  rifle  pieces,  under 
Captain  Latimer  —  as  bta\e  a  towiei 
saw  —  to  support  it.  He  v*a&  tnm& 
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being  far  in  advance  of  the  general  line,  with  his 
left  totally  unprotected,  but  with  the  ravine  of 
Deep  Run  to  cover  the  movement  of  the  enemy 
on  his  left  After  the  heat  of  the  action  on  the 
right,  the  enemy  advanced  a  brigade  up  Deep 
Run,  throwing  one  regiment  somewhat  in  ad- 
vance, which  so  sheltered  itself  behind  the  trees 
as  to  get  near  enough  to  take  an  officer  and  fif- 
teen men  of  the  Sixteenth  prisoners,  who  were 
protecting  the  left  flank  of  their  regiment.  This 
left  the  regiment  to  be  raked  by  a  fire  down  the 
railroad  track.  The  Colonel  drew  his  regiment 
back  to  the  ditch  and  held  his  ground,  until  Gen- 
eral Law  sent  forward  two  regiments  to  its  as- 
sistance; these  three  then  charged  the  enemy, 
driving  them  from  the  railroad  cut  and  across  the 
fields,  to  within  a  short  distance  of  their  batteries. 
Owing  to  a  great  many  of  Colonel  McElroy's 


men  not  having  cartridge-boxes,  they  got  oat  i 
ammunition ;  but,  getting  into  the  ditch  and&ft 
ing  them,  they  maintained  their  ground.  Ta 
officers  and  men  of  my  brigade  behaved  threap 
out  as  well  as  I  could  have  desired  them. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  leave  to  commer*^^ 
efficiency  of  First  Lieutenant  T.  T.  Kv-ifcW 
ordnance  officer  and  acting  assistant  adj^tf* 
general,  and  Mr.  John  Young,  volunteer*  ^ 
de-camp.  These  gentlemen  were  greatly  fr^w 
during  the  two  days  we  were  in  advanced 
were  always  at  their  post   In  the  death  of  [± 
tenant  Sheppard  I  have  to  lament  their****** 
brave  and  promising  young  officer. 
I  am,  sir, 

Very  respectfullv, 

\v*.  D.  Pmn, 

BrlgadfcrfeHBl 


List  of  Casualties  in  Pender's  Brigade. 


Regiment. 


Staff,  

Thirteenth  North  Carolina, .  .  . 
Sixteenth  North  Carolina,  .  .  . 
Twenty-second  North  Carolina,  , 
Thirty-fourth  North  Carolina, .  . 
Thirty-eighth  North  Carolina, .  . 


Grand  Total, 


Killed. 


i 

6 

O 


6 


14 


WOUJfDED. 


17 


40 
42 
15 
13 


136 


1* 


*  Lieutenant  Sheppard,  aid-dc-camp,  killed. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  HAMILTON,  COMMAND- 
ING BRIGADE. 

Bivouac  on  Kappahansotk  River,  TIeadquarters  ) 
Second  Brigade,  A.  P.  II ill's  Light  Division,  > 
December  22,  1862.  ) 

Major  R.  C.  Morgan,  A.  A.Q.: 

Major  :  In  obedience  to  orders  from  division 
headquarters,  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the 
enclosed  reports  of  the  regimental  commanders 
of  this  brigade.  After  the  unfortunate  fall  of 
Brigadier-General  Maxcy  Gregg,  I  assumed  com- 
mand of  the  Second  bngade.  I  have  but  little 
to  add  to  ray  report  as  regimental  commander  of 
the  First ,  regiment  South  Carolina  volunteers, 
beyond  mentioning  that,  so  soon  as  I  was  in- 
formed that  I  was  in  command  of  General  Gregg's 
brigade,  I  mounted  a  horse  standing  near  and 
rode  down  the  lines,  informing  the  commanders 
of  regiments  that  I  was  in  command  of  the  bri- 
gade, and  cautioning  the  soldiers  of  the  brigade 
to  remain  quiet  and  steady  under  the  severe  fire 
of  shells,  which  were  falling  along  the  line  whiclj 
we  occupied ;  and  I  am  pleased  to  sav  that  their 
courage  and  steadiness  were  of  the  highest  char- 
acter. The  brigade,  except  my  own  regiment, 
Fint  South  Carolina  volunteers,  and  Orr's  rifle 


regiment,  was  not  engaged  with  the  enemy,  ai 
they  retired  under  the  fire  from  my  own  regi- 
ment, no  doubt  accelerated  by  their  finding  thai- 
selves  at  the  mercy  of  the  Second  brigade,  whits 
had  faced  about,  and,  in  an  advance  a  few  ytiti 
beyond,  their  entire  flank  would  have  been  ex- 
posed to  a  severe  and  raking  fire.  Brigtdier- 
General  Paxton's  brigade  came  up  after  I  bsd 
driven  the  enemy  off;  but  I  am  not  aware  the* 
they  were  engaged  at  all  with  them  at  or  scat 
my  position.  I  understand  that  General  Eariyt 
brigade,  under  command  of  Colonel  Walks; 
passed  the  left  of  the  Second  brigade,  mi 
marched  to  the  front ;  but,  as  I  was  on  the  right 
of  the  brigade  at  this  time,  and  in  thick  woods* 
I  did  not  see  it  myself,  Shortly  after  this,  by 
order  from  General  A.  P.  Hill,  I  moved  the  bn- 
gade forward  as  a  support  to  Colonel  Walker*! 
brigade,  and  found  him  occupying  the  line  of  tat 
railroad.  The  enemy  were  drawn  out  in  tine  of 
battle  some  six  hundred  yards  distant  from  tat 
railroad,  but,  beyond  advancing  their  akinusnsn, 
made  no  forward  movement.  At  dark  an  order 
came*  from  Lieu  tenant-General  Jackson,  onkriai 
an  advance  of  the  whole  line.  I  accordingly  m 
>  vanced>to  tat  TtftxatA,  ^hkh>  I  still  found  held 
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riouel  Walker*!  brigade,  who  had  received 
ch  order,  as  Colonel  Walker  informed  me. 
y  after  my  reaching  the  railroad,  a  mes- 
ras  sent  to  me,  through  Colonel  McGowan, 
»enth  South  Carolina  regiment,  from  one 
u tenant-General  Jackson's  staff,  counter- 
ing the  order  for  a  general  advance  of  the 
I  accordingly  marched  the  brigade  back  to 
>sition  which  it  had  held  during  the  day, 
we  bivouacked  for  the  night, 
fsire  to  mention  the  good  conduct  of  Ser- 
Pratt,  Company  B,  Orr's  regiment  rifles, 
ad  rallied  a  squad  of  his  compauy  after  his 
ent  had  been  broken  and  driven  off  by  the 
r\  and  came  to  me  and  asked  me  to  assign 

position,  which  I  did,  on  the  right  of  my 
regiment.  Nothing  of  moment  occurred 
this  day's  (thirteenth)  engagement.  The 
de  suffered  severely,  considering  that  only 
regiments  were  actually  engaged  with  the 
v.  Lists  of  killed  and  wounded,  amounting 
iree  hundred  and  sixty-three,  have  been 
dy  forwarded  to  you. 

I  am,  Major, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  H .  Hamilton, 

>lonel,  commanding  Scteond  Brigade,  Light  Division. 

t)RT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  ARCHER. 

Headquarters  Archer's  Brigade.  > 
A.  P.  Hill's  Light  Division,  > 
December  tiO,  18&:.  ) 

fqjor  R.  C,  Morgan,  Assistant  Adjutant' 
neral,  Light  JJivision : 
JOR :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
g  report  of  the  operations  of  my  brigade  in 
ftttle  of  Fredericksburg : 

arriving  from  sick  leave  Saturday  morning, 
id  my  brigade  posted  in  the  edge  of  a  wood 
i  Bernard's  house,  overlooking  the  plain 
gh  which  the  railroad  and  Bowling  Green 
ike  pass,  the  former  at  a  distance  from  my 
of  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards,  the 

of  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  my  left 
g  where  the  wood  extends  forward  to  the 

to  a  point  beyond  the  railroad.  General 
s  brigade  was  on  my  left,  with  an  interval 
out  six  hundred  yards  between  us,  while 
was  informed)  General  Gregg's  brigade  was 
diately  behind  the  interval,  close  enough  to 
nt  my  being  flanked.  On  my  right  I  found 
eoant-Colonel  Walker,  with  fifteen  pieces 
ht  artillery,  supported  by  Colonel  Brocken- 
jh's  brigade.  As  the  fog  cleared  away,  the 
y  was  seen  advancing  from  the  Bowling 
1  road,  and  a  little  after  nine  o'clock  A.  M. 
si  batteries  were  brought  forward  and  placed 
tition  about  one  thousand  yards  from  us, 
i  were  fired  on  by  some  of  our  batteries,  far 

the  right,  and  with  which  they  carried  on 
k  exchange  of  shots  for  about  an  hour,  ooca- 
jy  throwing  shell  into  the  wood  where  I  was 
1  About  half  past  ten  o'clock  A.  i£.,"they 
i  all  their  guns  on  our  position,  and,  after 

or  forty  minute*'  severe  abetting,  their  lines 
S.  X — Doc.        9  ' 


of  infantry  formed,  and  advanced  rapidly  to  the , 
attack.  When  they  had  arrived  near  enough,  I 
perceived  them  massing  in  front  of  and  entering 
the  point  of  wood  which  I  have  before  mentioned 
as  projecting  on  my  left,  beyond  the  railroad,  and 
immediately  sent  my  ordnance  officer,  Lieuten-j 
ant  Lemmon,  to  warn  General  Gregg  that  it  was* 
time  for  him  to  move  forward  into  the  interval 
between  Lane's  and  my  brigade,  to  prevent  my 
being  flanked.  Shortly  after,  fearing  that  Gen- 
eral Gregg  might  be  too  late,  I  drew  out  the 
right  battalion  (Fifth  Alabama)  and  ordered  it  to 
the  left.  When  the  enemy  in  my  front  arrived 
near  the  railroad,  my  brigade  opened  a  rapid  and 
destructive  fire  upon  them,  which  soon  checked 
their  career,  and  forced  them  to  retire  and  take 
shelter  in  the  railroad  track,  from  which  they 
kept  up  a  desultory  fire  upon  our  'line.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  column  which  had  entered  the 
point  of  wood  on  my  left  succeeded  in  passing 
round  my  left  flank,  and  attacked  the  Nineteenth 
Georgia  and  Fourteenth  Tennessee  in  rear  aud 
flank.  These  regiments  were  compelled  to  retire, 
leaving  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  prisoners 
in  the  enemy's  hands.  The  greater  part  of  the 
Seventh  Tennessee  also,  seeing  the  regiments  on 
their  left  give  way,  and  hearing  the  cry  that  the 
enemy  was  in  their  rear,  left  the  trenches  in  dis- 
order. The  First  Tennessee,  together  with  Lieu- 
tenants Timberlake,  Foster,  Wilmouth,  and  Baird, 
of  the  Seventh  Tennessee,  and  a  portion  of  the 
latter  regiment,  held  its  ground  gallantly,  and, 
after  its  ammunition  was  exhausted,  charged, 
under  Lieutenant-Colonel  George,  (Col.  Turncy 
having  been  severely  wounded  early  in  the  ac- 
tion,) across  the  railroad  track,  with  Colonel 
Hoke's  brigade,  of  Early's  division,  and  returned 
to  its  original  position  when  the  charge  was  over. 

The  Fifth  Alabama  battalion,  which  I  had  sent 
from  the  right  to  aid  in  opposing  the  enemy  on 
the  left,  discharged  their  duty  faithfully,  first 
under  Major  Vandegraff,  and,  after  he  was 
wounded,  under  Captain  Stewart. 

After  sending  Lieutenant  Lemmon,  I  also  sent 
my  aid-de-camp,  Lieutenant  Thomas,  to  explain 
the  urgency  of  the  case  to  General  Gregg,  and  to 
bring  down  another  brigade  in  support  of  my 
front,  which,  although  not  then  pressed  in  front, 
had  nearly  exhausted  its  ammunition. 

General  Gregg's  and  Lawton's  brigades  and 
the  Fifth  Alabama  battalion  drove  back  the 
enemy,  who  had  passed  my  flank,  and  Colonel 
Hoke,  in  command  of  Trimble's  brigade,  came 
down  to  the  edge  of  the  wood,  my  original  posi- 
tion, which  I  still  maintained  with  the  right  of 
my  brigade,  but  with  empty  rifles  and 'cartridge- 
boxes.  The  whole  line  then  charged  over  the 
field  beyond  the  railroad.  When  it  returned  to 
the  edge  of  the  wood  I  drew  back  my  troops 
about  thirty  yards,  re-formed  my  brigade,  and 
remained  in  support  of  the  front  line,  (Hoke's 
brigade,  which  had  relieved  me  in  the  trenches.) 

I  take  pleasure  in  reporting  that  the  attack 
along  my  whole  front  was  gallantly  and  success- 
fully repelled  by  my  brigade,         ^evev^  «sct 
arrived  within  fifty  yards  oi  toy  fiwoX,  «s«n 
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after  my  left  was  broken  by  the  attack  in  rear  and 
flank,  the  enemy  in  front  had  been  so  sharply 
repulsed  that  he  did  not  venture  to  come  again. 
Officers  and  men  generally  acted  with  gallantry. 

Lieutenant  Z.  C.  Gunn,  Fourteenth  Tennessee, 
fell  in  the  most  gallant  discharge  of  his  duty. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Hutchins,  of  the  Nine- 
teenth Georgia,  mentions  particularly  the  good 
conduct  of  Captain  Mabry,  Lieutenants  W.  H. 
Johnson  and  M.  Edwards,  Sergeant  Shell,  and 
Corporal  Rogan. 

Lieutenants  0.  H.  Thomas  and  George  Lem- 
mon,  of  my  staff,  rendered  me  gallant  and  effi- 
cient service  throughout  the  action. 

My  loss  in  the  action  was  forty  killed,  two 
hundred  and  eleven  wounded,  and  one  hundred 
and  sixty-six  missing,  supposed  to  have  been 
captured. 

Among  the  wounded  were  Colonel  Turney, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  George,  and  Major  Buchanan, 
of  the  First  Tennessee  ;  Captain  Turney,  the 
senior  captain  of  the  First  Tennessee  ;  Major 
Neil,  of  the  Nineteenth  Georgia ;  Major  Vande- 
grafi',  of  the  Fifth  Akbama  battalion,  and  Mr. 
Frank  Wotten,  volunteer  aid  on  my  staff,  the 
latter  supposed  to  be  mortally  wounded. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  Auciier, 
Brigadier-General,  commanding  Brigade. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  LANE. 

Headquarters  Lank's  Brigade,  ) 
December  £J,  lJ*fc.\  \ 

Major  i?.  C.  Morgan,  Assistant  Jidjutant- Gen- 
eral : 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  operations  of  my  brigade  in  the 
late  engagement  before  Fredericksburg : 

At  half  past  six  o'clock,  on  the  morning  of  the 
twelfth,  we  left  our  bivouac  and  took  the  position 
assigned  us  on  the  railroad,  my  right  being  about 
two  hundred  and  fifty  yards  to  the  left  of  the 
small  piece  of  woods  beyond  the  track,  and  my 
left  resting  on  a  dirt  road,  which  crosses  the  rail- 
road near  the  point  where  it  makes  a  bend.  Sev- 
eral batteries  were  to  my  left  and  rear,  and  Gen- 
eral Pender  some  distance  farther  back,  my  left 
nearly  covering  his  right.  When  I  had  made 
this  disposition  of  my  command,  I  rode  to  the 
right  of  General  Archer's  brigade,  which  was 
posted  in  the  woods  some  four  hundred  yards 
from  the  railroad,  and  informed  Colonel  Turney, 
who  was  at  that  time  commanding,  that  there 
was  an  open  space  between  us  of  about  six 
hundred  yards.  I  also  informed  General  Gregg 
of  this  opening ;  his  oommand,  which  was  to  have 
been  my  support,  being  on  the  military  road  op- 
posite this  opening,  and  some  five  or  six  hundred 
yards  from  the  railroad.  I  subsequently  met 
General  A.  P.  Hill,  and  spoke  to  him  of  our  rel- 
ative positions. 

Nothing  of  interest  occurred  on  Friday  an4 
Friday  night  Saturday  morning,  I  ordered  the 
Seventh  and  Eighteenth  regiments  beyond  the 
railroad  to  support  three  batteries,  which  had 
been  placed  on  a  hill  immediately  in  their  front. 


<  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hill  at  once  approached  the 
captain  of  one  of  these  batteries,  told  him  lie 
-  would  insure  its  safety  against  any  attempt  on  tk 
|  part  of  the  enemy  to  capture  it^and  that  he  mat 
,  let  him  know  when  he  wished  him  to  move  to  the 
|  front   As  soon  as  the  fog  lifted,  heavy  ■kirmns- 
i  ing  commenced  along  my  whole  line,  and  tat 
!  enemy  were  seen  advancing.    Our  skJrmuhen, 
with  the  exception  of  Captain  Turner's  compuj, 
on  the  left,  fell  back.   The  batteries,  just  alradal 
to,  then  opened,  with  telling  efTect,  and  cheeked 
their  advance.    During  this  firing  Captain  Tee- 
ner withdrew  his  company,  as  nis  men  ene 
Buffering,  and  rejoined  his  regiment  Sevenl 

Eieces  of  the  artillery,  after  firing  a  few  rosndi, 
urried  from  the  field,  saying  they  were  "  choked* 
On  intimation,  from  one  of  the  captains  of  the 
batteries,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hill  promptly  moral 
his  regiment  to  the  crest  of  the  nill  in  front  of 
the  enemy,  and  delivered  a  volley  at  the  sharp- 
shooters,  who  were  in  range ;  the  artillery  ill 
limbering  up  and  driving  to  the  rear.  Tie 
Seventh  and  Eighteenth  both  suffered  from  the 
enemy's  artillery  fire,  and,  at  times,  from  ifceir 
sharpshooters.  About  two  hours  later  the  enennr 
advanced  in  strong  force  across  the  open  field  to 
the  right  of  my  front  Colonel  Barber,  his  rerf- 
ment  being  on  the  right,  informed  me,  throa»k 
Adjutant  Gates,  of  the  advance,  and  wished  to 
know  what  he  must  do  should  he  be  flanked.  On 
being  ordered  to  hold  his  position  as  long  as  pos- 
sible, he  deflected  his  three  right  companies,  and 
formed  them  to  the  rear  at  light  angles  to  the 
track.  I  at  once  sent  my  courier,  Mr.  Shepperi 
to  inform  General  A.  P.  Hill  that  the  enemy  wen 
advancing  in  force  upon  the  opening,  Captain 
Hawks  having  been  previously  sent  to  apprue 
him  that  their  skirmishers  were  in  front  of  the 
same.  Right  regiments  were  seen  to  pan  to 
my  right,  and  another  to  move  "  by  the  right 
flank  by  file  left "  between  the  same  body  of 
woods  and  the  fence  beyond  the  track.  This  last 
regiment  then  faced  by  the  rear  rank,  and  opened 
fire  upon  my  right  The  three  right  comptaw 
of  the  Thirty-seventh  became  hotly  engaged,  wd 
General  Gregg's  command  was  soon  after  en- 
countered on  the  military  road.  Although  our 
right  was  turned  by  such" a  large  force,  our  po- 
tion was  deemed  too  important  to  be  given  up 
without  a  blow ;  and  nobly  did  both  officers  tad 
men  await  the  approach  of  another  large  fate 
along  our  entire  front  As  this  force  was  con- 
cealed from  the  Thirty-third,  Eighteenth,  asd 
Seventh  regiments  by  the  hill,  about  forty  yank 
beyond  the  track,  they  were  cautioned  to  resent 
their  fire.  The  Twenty-eighth  and  Thim-seventa, 
however,  had  open,  level  ground  in  their  frost, 
and,  when  the  enemy  had  gotten  within  oaf 
hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  oar  line,  they  op****1 
a  terrific  and  deadly  fire  upon  them,  iepuMsg 
their  first  and  second  lines,  and  cheeking  the 
third.  These  two  regiments  were  subjected  v* 
only  to  a  direct,  but  to  right  and  left  oblique  free, 
that  portion  of  the  enemy's  force  behind  the  hfll, 
nearest  the  Twenty-eighth,  firing  upon  them.  A* 
\  soon  as  tab  ta^qX.  ol  raj  command  became  e> 
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i  such  an  overwhelming  force,  I  de- 
bptain  Hawks  to  General  Gregg  for 
euts,  with  instructions,  if  he  was  un- 

I  then,  to  apply  to  General  Thomas, 
else  whom  he  might  see  in  command 
for  assistance.  My  whole  command 
ground  until  the  Twenty-eighth  and 
!nth  had  fired  away  not  only  their  own 
i,  but  that  of  their  dead  and  wounded, 
lome  cases,  was  handed  to  them  by 
rs.  When  these  two  regiments  had 
g,  the  enemy,  in  column,  doubled  «on 
bore  down  in  mass  from  behind  the  hill 
;ft  of  the  Twenty-eighth  and  right  of 
•third,  and  the  "power  of  numbers" 

ii  entirely  across  the  railroad.  The 
hth  and  Thirty-seventh,  being  flanked 
left,  fell  back  in  an  orderly  manner, 
-esupplied  with  ammunition.  A  well- 
iley  from  the  Thirty-third  checked  the 
a  time,  and  Colonel  Avery  ordered  a 
t,  being  unsupported  on  his  right,  he 
ided  the  order,  and  withdrew  his  regi- 
the  woods,  about  seventy-five  yards 
railroad.  The  Eighteenth  regiment 
Mick  about  one  hundred  yards,  tho 
inics  firing  into  the  foe  until  he  reached 
ii  the  pursuit.    The  Seventh,  being  on 

II  back  about  fifty  yards,  in  perfect 
iring  the  greater  part  of  the  engage- 
iemv*s  artillery  played  upon  the  woods 
r.  \Vhile  awaiting  reenforceinents,  1 
I,  Lieutenant  Lane,  to  the  left,  to  tell 
•Colonel  HiH,  if  he  could  possibly  be 
:ome  to  the  assistance  of  my  right,  as 
ily  pressed.  The  right,  however,  was 
ill  back  before  the  order  could  be  de- 
leneral  Thomas  came  to  my  assistance, 
e  to  save  my  line.  He  encountered 
in  the  edge  of  the  woods,  drove  them 
with  the  Eighteenth  and  Seventh  regi- 
ly  brigade  on  his  left,  chased  them  to 
losition.  The  Thirty-third,  in  accord- 
•rders,  held  the  position  in  the  woods 
had  fallen  back,  until  I  could  move  up 
'-eighth  and  Thirty-seventh,  when  all 
med  their  positions  on  the  railroad, 
the  whole  brigade  was  aligned  on  the 
skirmishers  thrown  forward,  prepara- 
meral  advance.  After  this  order  was 
ded,  my  command  rested  on  their 
morning,  when,  having  already  been 
ranis  of  forty-eight  hours,  there  was 
DQishing  along  my  whole  front  —  a 
men  being  killed  and  wounded.  We 
ortion  of  the  second  line  on  Monday, 
occupied  an  exposed  position,  the  men 
noted  a  very  good  temporary  breast- 
p,  brush,  and  dirt,  behind  which  they 

Tuesday  morning,  when  it  was  ascer- 
the  enemy  had  all  reorossed  the  ltap- 

speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  gal- 
2olonels  Avery,  Barber,  Lowe,  and 
i  Lieutenant-Colonei  Hill  They  all , 
their  regiments  with  braver)',  and  to  I 


'  my  entire  satisfaction.  Colonel  Purdie  was 
slightly  wonnded.    Colonel  Barber  received  a 

j  painful  wound  in  the  neck,  which,  for  a  time, 
paralyzed  his  right  arm,  but  he  reported  for  duty 

j  again  on  Tuesday. 

|  The  other  officers,  both  field  and  company, 
generally  discharged  their  duties  well. 

Colonel  Avery  alludes  in  high  terms  to  the 
efficiency  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cowan.  Colonel 
Purdie,  in  his  report,  makes  an  unenviable  allu- 
sion to  one  of  his  officers,  name  not  given. 

The  Yankee  wretches  dragged  Lieutenant  J. 
W.  Peters,  Company  C,  Thirty-seventh  regiment, 
some  distance  by  the  legs,  after  he  had  been 
wounded  in  the  head  and  leg. 

The  men  of  the  Twenty-eighth  and  Thirtv- 
seventh  fought  like  brave  men,  long  and  well, 
while  those  of  the  other  regiments  calmly  held 
their  positions  under  a  heavy  artillery  fire,  one 
of  the  most  trying  positions  in  which  soldiers  can 
be  placed. 

I  cannot  refrain  making  special  allusion  to  our 
conscripts,  many  of  whom  were  under  fire  for  the 
first  time.  They  proved  themselves  worthy  ac- 
cessions to  a  brigade  which  has  borne  itself  well 
in  all  the  battles  of  the  lust  eight  months. 

Captain  F.  T.  Hawks,  the  assistant  adjutant- 
general,  Lieutenant  Ohcar  Lane,  my  aid,  and 
private  James  W.  Shepperd,  my  courier,  were 
of  great  assistance  to  me  throughout  the  fight, 
often  carrying  orders  and  messages  for  me  under 
the  hottest  fire. 

Our  ambulance  corps  was  verv  efficient,  and  re- 
moved our  wounded  rapidly.  Lieutenant  James 
A.  Bryan,  ordnance  officer)  was  untiring  in  his 
exertions  to  keep  the  command  supplied  with 
ammunition. 

Our  loss  in  officers  was  two  killed,  twenty -five 
wounded,  and  five  prisoners  ;  enlisted  men,  sixty 
killed,  two  hundred  and  thirty-two  wounded, 
one  hundred  and  eighty-three  prisoners,  and 
twenty-eight  missing  —  an  aggregate  of  6ix 
hundred  and  twenty-five. 

Respectfully, 

James  H.  Lane, 

Brigadier-General.  % 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  BROCKENBROUGH, 
COMMANDING  BRIGADE. 

HKAOQUARTERS  FlKLD'S  RillOAIHE,  ) 

December  tfi,  S 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  action  of  this  brigade  in  the 
late  battle  near  Fredericksburg : 

Stationed  upon  the  extreme  right  of  our  divis- 
ion, we  remained  in  this  position  until  the  concen- 
trated forces  of  the  enemy  passed  through  a  gap 
in,  and  reached  the  rear  of,  our  lines.  There 
being  no  enemy  in  our  immediate  front,  and  re- 
enforcements  being  called  for,  I  withdrew  my 
command  from  its  first  position,  and  hurried  as 
rapidly  as  possible  to  the  point  indicated.  We 
moved  up  by  the  left  flank,  and  bo  urgent  and 
repeated  were  the  calls  for  reeufoTCjem^xvU 
my  two  leading  regiment*,  YotX^-wiwtfto. 
Virginia,  Colonel  Mavo,  aud.  tiit  T^enVyws&vA 
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battalion,  Colonel  Tayloe,  the  only  regiments 
actively  engaged,  advanced  in  a  run,  separated 
themselves  from  the  brigade,  passed  well  to  the 
left,  and  encountered  the  enemy  in  rear  of  our 
front  lines,  about  midway  between  Generals 
Archer  and  Lane.  Firing  one  volley  into  their 
left  flank  and  charging  them  with  a  yell,  they  fled 
precipitately  to  the  shelter  of  the  railroad  cut. 
Here  they  rallied  and  made  a  Bhort  stand,  but 
being  joined  by  a  Georgia  brigade,  (Lawton's,  I 
believe,)  we  made  a  second  charge,  which  drove 
them  from  the  railroad.  Here  the  men  were  or- 
dered to  halt ;  but  such  was  their  impetuosity  that 
much  the  larger  portion  of  these  two  regiments 
advanced  to  the  position  which  had  been  occupied 
by  two  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  which  they  found 
deserted.  .Being  unsupported,  they  were,  of 
course,  compelled  to  retreat,  which  was  done 
under  the  most  galling  fire  of  grape,  canister, 
and  minie  balls. 

The  fact  that  only  two  regiments  were  actively 
engaged  was  accidental  and  unavoidable.  The 
woods  through  which  we  passed  being  dense  and 
filled  with  troops,  the  rapid  run  of  the  leading 
regiments  soon  separated  them  from  the  brigade, 
and,  while  they  passed  well  around  to  the  left, 
the  remainder  of  the  brigade  only  marched  In- 
direct line  to  General  Archer's  left,  who  was  said 
to  have  been  flanked.  Driving  the  enemy  from 
the  woods  was  a  task  of  short  duration,  and  the 
troops  engaged  were  completely  successful  in 
driving  back  the  enemy  before  the  remaining 
regiments,  a  few  minutes  behind  them,  could 
come  to  their  assistance. 

During  the  fight  several  of  the  enemy's  mount- 
ed officers  were  shot  down,  and  the  colors  of  one 
regiment  were  seen  to  fall  four  times. 

It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  mention  the 
good  conduct  of  Colonels  Mayo  and  Tayloe,  and 
the  officers  and  men  under  their  command. 

The  valor  and  daring  of  the  men  were  unprece- 
dented. Many  of  them  were  fighting  in  sight 
of  their  homes,  and  seemed  determined  to  drive 
back  the  enemy  at  all  hazards. 

Our  loss  was  considerable,  being  about  twenty 
^  per  cent  of  the  troops  actively  engaged. 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Brockrnbrotjgii, 

Colonel,  commanding  Brigade. 

BE  PORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  T 110  MAS. 

Headquarters  Thomas's  Brigade,  > 
General  A.  P.  Hill's  Division,  > 
December  '4>,  1802.  ) 

Mnjor  R.  C.  Mor gany  A.  A.  O.: 

Major  :  On  Friday,  December  twelve,  1862, 
according  to  orders  from  Major-General  Hill,  this 
brigade  left  its  camp  near  Mr.  John  Alsop's 
house,  moved  in  the  direction  of  Fredericksburg, 
and  was  directed  to  take  position  in  line  of  batue 
on  the  military  road,  with  orders  to  support 
General  Pender,  who  occupied  the  front  and  left 
of  the  division.  The  remainder  of  the  day  and 
the  succeeding  night  passed  without  any  change 
in  position. 


About  midday  of  December  thirteenth,  ordn 
were  received  from  Major-Generol  Hill  to  rends 
assistance  and  support  to  any  part  of  the  frost 
line  requiring  iL  Soon  after  which,  an  officer  of 
General  Lane's  staff  brought  information  that  hb 
brigade  was  hard  pressed  by  overwhelming  Das- 
hers. I  immediately  advanced  my  brigade  don 
the  foad :  being  unable,  on  account  of  the  densfy 
of  the  undergrowth,  to  advance  in  line,  the  bri- 
gade moved  by  the  flank  until  near  the  scene  of 
action,  when  the  regiments  were  thrown  into  hot 
of  *  battle  and  advanced  towards  the  enemy,  wan 
at  this  time,  had  advanced  into  the  woods.  Their 
advance  was  checked  there,  and,  after  a  stubborn 
resistance,  this  brigade  charged  them,  driving 
them  through  the  field  and  completely  rooting 
them.  We  pursued  for  some  distance  across  the 
railroad,  when,  seeing  no  support  either  on  the 
right  or  left,  and  my  ammunition  being  reported 
to  be  well  niph  exhausted,  I  concluded  to  nil 
back  to  the  railroad.  Forming,  at  this  place,  iht 
front  line,  1  determined  to  hold  the  position;  at 
the  same  time,  sending  word  to  Colonel  Pendle- 
ton, commanding  brigade,  that  I  was  deficient  m 
ammunition,  anil  requesting  him  to  be  in  sup- 
porting distance.  The  brigade  bivouacked  that 
night  in  the  edge  of  the  woods,  throwing  out 
pickets  on  the  railroad,  and  were  relieved  eirly 
the  next  morning  by  Colonel  Warren's  brigade, 
and  placed  in  reserve. 

The  officers  and  men  of  my  command  behind 
witH  a  gallantry  highly  commendable. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  Major, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Kdwabd  L.  Thomas, 

Brigadier-General,  eomsiwrthy. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  J.  R.  J05ES. 

Headquarters  Joxks's  Brigade,  I 
December  JB,teBtj 

To  Captain  Taliaferro^  Assistant  Adjutant-Ga- 
eral : 

Captain  :  In  the  obedience  to  orders  from 
division  headquarters,  I  respectfully  submit  the 
following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  brigade 
in  the  recent  battle  at  Fredericksburg : 

I  reached  the  ground  on  Friday  evening,  and 
was  placed  in  position  in  the  reserved  line.  On 
Saturday  morning,  thirteenth  instant,  I  was  di- 
rected to  change  my  position  to  the  left  and  hi- 
ther to  the  front,  but  still  occupying  a  portion 
in  the  reserve.  My  position  subjected  me  to 
some  annoyance  from  the  shells  of  the  enemy, 
one  of  which  severely  wounded  the  adjutant  of 
the  Forty-second  Virginia  regiment  About  the 
middle  of  the  day  the  musketry  opened,  when  1 
was  still  farther  advanced  to  within  musketry 
range  of  the  enemy.  The  front  line  not  requir- 
ing support,  I  remained  in  this  position  Che  re- 
mainder of  the  day.  In  obedience  to  orders,  I 
advanced  at  dawn  next  morning  to  the  front, 
relieving  Brigadier-General  Lane.  My  command 
moved  to  this  position  under  a  heavy  musketry 
fire  from  the  enemy's  sharpshooters,  in  which  1 
had  one  man  killed  and  several  wounded.  The 
\  completeness  ol  <A  ^ttaxtog  tuft  being 
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i,  officers  and  men  expected  soon  to  be 
ed  with  the  enemy  in  force ;  and  it  affords 
easure  to  report  that  all  were  anxious  for 
counter,  and  manifested  a  feeling  of  disap- 
uent  as  the  day  passed  on  and  no  signs  of 
vance  were  given  by  the  enemy.  A  brisk 
ish  was  kept  up  during  the  day,  in  which 
Lained  a  loss  of  thirty-seven  officers  and 
ulled  and  wounded.  Among  the  former 
i'aptain  Ames,  Company  C,  Twenty-first  Vir- 
vgiment,  and  Lieutenant  Swoops,'  Company 
ventv-first  Virginia  regiment,  both  in  the 
d  discharge  of  their  duty.  The  fighting 
ecessary  to  keep  the  sharpshooters  from 
^ing  the  crest  which  commanded  our  line, 
ere  all  behaved  coolly,  gallantly,  and  equally 
I  can  speak  of  none  in  particular.  I  can 
ay  that  the  gallant  little  brigade  which  has 
t  so  gallantly  and  lost  so  heavily  in  the 
battles  of  the  past  summer  and  fall,  was 
to  do  its  duty  and  bear  its  port  in  making 
ortest  and  most  direct  route  to  Richmond 
t  road  to  travel. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  It.  Jones, 

Brigadicr-Cicneral,  commundiiig. 

KT  OF  COLONEL  PENDLETON,  COMMAND- 
ING BRIGADE. 

HEAIKJIJATITEKA  STAKKK'S  RftIOAT)E,  > 
IMP  HKAU  FKKDKUH  KsBlUKi,  Dec.  1U,  Ibfi'J.  i 

in  W.  T.  Taliaferro,  A.  A.  General  Jack- 
8  Division  : 
tain  :  In  obedience  to  the  circular  order 
:  Hrigadier-Genernl  commanding,  of  this 
•equinng  reports  from  commanders  of  bri- 

of  the  participation  of  their  respective 
ands  in  the  late  operations  around  Freder- 
rg,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following, 

of  the  part  taken  therein  by  the  brigade 
my  command : 

ring  previously  cooked  three  days'  rations, 
s  morning  of  the  twelfth  instant,  at  early 
we  marched  from  our  camp,  near  Guineas 
,  for  the  scene  of  the  lute  engagement 
rigade  under  my  command,  soon  after  its 
I  on  the  ground,  about  two  p.  M.,  took  its 
m  in  line  of  battle  on  the  extreme  left  of 
arht  winjj,  in  rear  of  and  supporting  Thom- 
rigade  in  General  A.  P.  Hill's  division, 
i  position  we  remained  until  Saturday  mora- 
le thirteenth,  when  we  were  ordered  to  take 
rent  position,  to  onr  left  and  rear.  Here 
mained  inactive,  awaiting  the  progress  of 
,  until  half  past  one  P.  M.t  when  a  rapid 
mtinued  fire  of  musketry  in  our  front  indi- 
that  the  enemy  had  advunced  to  attack  our 
line,  and  we  moved  forward  in  close  Bup- 

f distance  of  General  Thomas,  to  whose 
was  ordered  to  go  in  case  he  desired  my 
nee.  It  was  not  until  about  four  i\  M.  that 
ired  a  message  from  General  Thomas  in- 

Sme  that  he  had  driven  the  enemy  back, 
only  three  roundB  of  ammunition,  and 
L  me  to  move  up  close  enough  to  charge  the 
in  conjunction  with  him  so  soon  as  het 


should  be  again  engaged.  In  accordance  with 
this  request,  I  again  moved  mv  command  forward 
to  within  eighty  paces  of  the  line  held  by  General 
Thomas,  with  unflinching  determination,  and, 
having  ordered  my  men  to  lie  down  to  avoid 
the  desultory  fire  of  the  enemy's  sharpshooters, 
awaited  the  signal  for  the  onset.  But  the  enemy 
having  failed  to  renew  the  attack,  as  was  antici- 
pated, I  was  not  called  on.  Just  when  it  began 
to  grow  dark,  I  received  the  order  of  Licutenant- 
General  Jackson  for  a  general  advance  between 
sunset  and  dark,  and  commenced  the  execution 
of  it  by  moving  forward ;  but  finding  that  the 
troops  in  front  of  me  were  not  in  motion,  I 
ordered  a  halt.  Shortly  afterwards  the  order 
was  countermanded,  and  I  bivouacked  for  the 
night 

At  half  past  three  o'clock,  on  the  morning  of 
the  fourteenth,  I  was  ordered  to  relieve  General 
Pender  on  our  advance  line,  and"  immediately 
did  so. 

The  battery  of  Captain  Carrington,  stationed 
in  front  of  my  left,  reported  to  me  for  orders, 
and  was  directed  not  to  open  unless  the  enemy 
threatened  us  with  an  attack,  as  he  would  thereby 
attract  upon  us  the  cross-fire  of  three  of  the  enemy's 
batteries,  from  which  the  ground  afforded  us  no 
protection  whatever.  Such,  I  was  informed  by 
General  Pender,  had  been  the  case  the  day  pre- 
vious. From  misapprehension  or  some  other 
cause  unknown  to  me,  so  soon  as  the  forces  of 
the  enemy  were  seen  to  be  in  motion  at  the  dis- 
tance of  apparently  a  mile,  Captain  Carrington 
opened  upon  his  column  with  rifle  pieces,  and 
the  consequence  which  I  had  foreseen  immediately 
ensued,  resulting  in  the  loss  of  ten  or  twelve 
wounded,  with  little  advantage  to  our  side. 

About  ten  a.  M.  I  was  ordered  to  throw  m> 
command  forward  in  the  field  about  three  bun 
dred  yards,  and  occupy  the  line  of  the  railroad, 
bevond  which  I  had  already  posted  my  line  of 
skirmishers  before  davlight  Moving  in  a  cir- 
cuitous route  by  the  nght  flank,  so  as  to  screeu 
the  movement  as  much  as  possible  from  the  ob- 
servation and  fire  of  the  enemy's  sharpshooters, 
I  at  once  proceeded  to  occupy  the  new  position 
assigned  to  me,  though  I  found  it  impossible  of 
accomplishment  without  the  loss  of  several  men 
wounded,  one  or  more  fatally.  In  moving  four 
of  the  regiments  of  my  brigade  from  the  rail- 
road, under  an  order  subsequently  received  to 
throw  them  back  in  a  line  nearly  at  right  angles 
with  the  railroad,  I  again  sustained  a  slight  Toss 
from  the  same  cause.  The  skirmishers  thrown 
out  along  my  front  kept  up  a  brisk  and  well- 
directed  fire  during  the  whole  day,  (twice  ex- 
hausting their  ammunition,)  and,  as  was  ascer- 
tained by  actual  observation  during  the  presence 
of  the  flag  of  truce  in  the  afternoon,  with  fatal 
effect  on  the  enemy.  The  enemy,  contrary  to  all 
expectation,  having  failed  to  advance  or  renew 
his  attack  during  the  day,  we  quietly  bivouacked 
in  our  position  for  the  night,  and  beinf?  relieved 
at  four  A.  M.,  on  the  fifteenth,  by  the  division  of 
Major-General  1).  H.  Hill,  retired  to  the  Vrc&  <& 
the  reserve,  which  we  occupied  witiuAtiro*  wxx- 
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tnined  that  the  enemy  had  entirely  abandoned 
the  field  and  recrossed  the  Rappahannock. 

Although  my  command  was  not  at  any  time 
closely  engaged,  it  was  three  times  subjected  to 
a  sharp  fire,  and  was,  throughout  the  days  of  the 
thirteenth  and  fourteenth,  in  constant  expectation 
of  being  brought  into  action.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances every  man  remained  firm  at  his  poBt ; 
not  a  straggler  was  to  be  seen  leaving  the  ranks, 
and  all  evinced  a  commendable  eagerness  to 
engage  the  enemy,  which  needed  only  opportu- 
nity to  ripen  into  the  gallantry  heretofore  so 
conspicuous  in  the  troops  from  Louisiana.  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Nolan,  commanding  the  First  Lou- 
isiana regiment;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Qoodwin, 
commanding,  the  Fifteenth ;  Major  Grogan,  com- 
manding the  second  ;  Major  Leggett,  command- 
ing the  Tenth,  and  Captain  Verlander,  command- 
ing the  Fourteenth,  —  are  deserving  of  my  espe- 
cial commendation  for  the  coolness  and  skill  with 
which  they  commanded  their  respective  regiments, 
and  the  promptness  and  energv  with  which  they 
executed  every  order.  I  should  entirely  fail  in 
my  duty  if  I  did  not  advert  also  to  the  valuable 
assistance  rendered  to  me  by  First  Lieutenant 
Thomas  L.  Mills,  of  the  Tenth  Louisiana,  who 
tendered  me  his  services  as  aid-de-camp  for  the 
occasion.  His  promptness  and  untiring  activity 
in  conveying  my  orders,  although  frequently  ex- 
posed, are  deserving  of  the  highest  praise,  and  I 
beg  leave  to  mention  him  as  eminently  deserving 
of  promotion.  The  casualties  of  my  brigade  have 
been  heretofore  reported  at  two  killed  and  thirty- 
five  wounded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Very  resj)ectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Edmond  Pendleton. 

Col.  Fifteenth  Louisiana  Regiment,  commanding  Brigade. 
REPORT  OF  COLONEL  WALTON. 

II  KADQt? ASTERS  BATTALIOX  WASHINGTON  AltTlL-  { 
LKRT,  XL  All  FltEDKMGKSBUUG,  Dec.  20,  \&V>.  | 

To  Major  Q.  M.  Sorrel,  A.  A.  General  First 
Corps,  A.  N.  V.  : 

Major:  In  conformity  to  circular  order  of 
eighteenth  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit 
the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  bat- 
talion Washington  artillery,  of  New  Orleans, 
under  my  command,  in  the  battles  of  the  twelfth 
vnd  thirteenth  instants,  near  Fredericksburg, 
Virginia,  The  signal  guns  fired  at  four  o'clock 
a.  M.,  on  the  morning  of  the  eleventh  instant, 
aroused  my  camp,  and  gave  notice  that  .the  enemy 
was  in  motion.  Immediately  the  batteries  of  the 
First,  Third,  and  Fourth  companies  (consisting 
of  two  three-inch  rifles  and  one  ten-pounder  Par- 
rot gun,  under  Captain  Squiers,  lieutenants  Gal- 
braith  and  Brown,  first  company;  two  twelve- 
nounder  light  Napoleon  guns,  under  Captain 
Miller  and  Lieutenant  McElroy,  third  company ; 
and  two  twelve-pounder  hcrwitaers  and  two  twelve- 
pounder  light  Napoleon  guns,  under  Captain 
Eshleman,  Lieutenants  Norcom,  Battles,  and 
Apps,  fourth  company)  were  placed  in  position  in 
the  redoubts  on  the  hill  back  of  the  town,  known 


as  "  Marye'8  Hill,"  extending  from  the  Telegnpi 
road  to  the  plank  road.  Notwithstanding  tic 
dense  fog,  which  enveloped  the  country  around, 
and  completely  hid  from  view  the  town  and  me 
banks,  the  enemy,  at  about  seven  o'clock  a.  e, 
opened  upon  the  town  a  tremendous  fire  fros 
his  numerous  batteries,  which  lined  the  8tafiri 
shore,  to  cover  his  crossing.  This  cannonad- 
ing he  continued  during  the  day,  with  but  little 
intermission,  and  without  any  response  fron 
my  batteries.  The  commend  bivouacked  lor  the 
night  in  the  works,  beside  their  guns.  The  sot 
morning,  twelfth  instant,  the  fog  was  agiia  ex- 
ceedingly heavy.  At  two  o'clock  P.  x.  it  had 
raised  sufficiently  for  us  to  discern  the  hills  op- 
posite the  city,  densely  covered  with  the  enemy'* 
infantry  and  artillery.  At  twenty  minutes  to  fair 
o'clock  p.  m.  a  heavy  column  was  observed  Bear 
the  gas  works,  below  the  town,  upon  which  mr 
batteries  immediately  opened  a  well-directed  and 
destructive  fire,  causing  the  enemy  to  break  and 
run  for  cover.  During  this  firing,  the  enenr'i 
heavy  batteries  (across  the  river)  opened  upon  u 
with  shell  and  shot,  disregarding  which,  my  ma 
steadily  worked  their  guns  without  replying. 
After  about  ten  minutes,  having  dispersed  tbr 
column,  my  batteries  ceased  firing,  and  continued 
to  receive'  in  silence  the  continued  fire  of  the 
enemy.  Another  night,  passed  by  the  officer? 
and  men  beside  their  guns,  brings  us  to  the 
memorable  thirteenth  December.  At  half  p«: 
twelve  o'clock  P.  M.  the  enemy  was  observed,  in 
force,  moving  down  upon  our  position  throoxh 
the  streets  of  the  town.  Everything  being  In 
readiness,  fire  was  immediately  opened  from  su 
my  batteries,  at  once  halting  and  breaking  bit 
first  advance.  Again  they  emerged  in  greater 
force,  and,  apparently,  with  much  steadine* 
Gaining  the  crest  of  an  elevated  piece  of  ground 
in  our  front,  he  opened  upon  our  position  a  gell- 
ing fire  of  musketry,  and  of  artillery  from  the 
hills  bevond.  The  brigade  of  General  Cobb,  in 
front  of  my  batteries,  then  opened  fire,  and  the 
battle  became  general  all  along  onr  line.  Again 
and  again  did  their  heavy  masses  come  forth 
from  the  town,  only  to  be  mowed  down  and  scat- 
tered in  confusion,  as  each  time  they  formed  and 
advanced.  Three  times  their  colors  were  levelled 
by  the  unerring  aim  of  the  gunners.  At  tvo 
o'clock  P.  M.  a  portion  of  General  Ransom's  divis- 
ion (supporting  column)  moved  steadily  sctom 
the  plateau  in  my  rear:  halting  but  an  instant  on 
the  crest  of  the  till,  they  delivered  a  volley,  then 
plunged  with  a  cheer  into  the  road  below  and  in 
front  of  us,  already  occupied  by  Cobb's  troops. 
The  sharpshooters  of  the  enemv,  under  cover  of 
a  crest  in  front  and  the  slope  of  the  hill,  kept  up 
a  galling  fire  upon  our  works,  causing  msny  of 
my  gallunt  men  to  fall,  killed  and  wwondea,  st 
their  posts ;  among  whom  was  Lieutenant  H.  A. 
Battles,  Fourth  company,  severely  wounded  in 
the  arm  by  a  minie  balL  Five  several  times  did 
heavy  masses  of  the  enemy's  infantry,  supported 
by  light  batteries  which  had  been  placed  in  posi- 
tion on  the  field,  advance  from  the  cover  or  the 
town  and  the  scattered  houses,  only  to  meet  the 
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ite  of  those  who  preceded  them.  They  fell  by 
lousands  under  the  judicious,  steady,  and  un- 
rring  fire  of  my  guns,  encouraged  and  aided  by 
le  gallant  conduct  of  the  brave  troops  in  the  road 
i  front  of  us.  At  five  o'clock  P.  M.,  after  having 
sen  engaged  four  hours  and  a  half,  against  over- 
helming  odds  of  the  enemy,  I  was  compelled  to 
dinquish  the  post  of  honor  to  Woclfolk's  and 
foody's  batteries,  Alexander's  battalion,  having 
ne  gun  disabled,  and  having  exhausted  all  the 
mister,  shell,  and  case-shot,  and  nearly  ever} 
>und  of  solid  shot  in  the  chests ;  more  could  not 
e  supplied,  in  position,  in  time,  the  train  being 
jveral  miles  distant.  On  the  fourteenth  my 
una  were  held  in  reserve.  On  the  fifteenth  I 
)ok  position  in  the  works  on  the  extreme  left 
f  our  line,  the  position  before  occupied  by  Lane's 
atlery,  which  I  occupied  until  the  eighteenth  in- 
tant.  On  the  eighteenth  all  my  batteries  were 
gain  concentrated  in  cam]).  The  second  com- 
any,  Captain  Richardson,  was,  during  the  en- 
agements,  attached  to  Pickett's  division,  in 
eserve,  and  was  not  engaged. 

It  is  my  duty,  as  it  is  my  pleasure,  to  say,  in 
ehali"  of  my  officers,  cannoneers,  and  drivers,  that 
pon  no  Held  during  this  war  have  men  behaved 
lore  gallantly.  To  Captains  Eshlcman,  Miller, 
nd  Squiers,  and  the  brave  officers  and  men  un- 
er  them,  is  the  service  indebted  fur  the  gallant 
efence  of  Marye's  Hill  against  the  stubborn  and 
vcrwhclming  assaults  of  an  army  of  over  fifty 
housand  men.  To  Lieuleuant  William  M.  Owen, 
ly  adjutant  and  only  aid,  I  am,  as  usual,  in- 
ebted  for  zealous  and  fearless  conduct  on  the 
eld,  in  the  performance  of  all  his  duties.  Before 
losing  this  report,  I  may  be  permitted,  without 
itring  invidious,  to  direct  the  attention  of  the 
ieinerdl  commanding  to  the  gallant  conduct  of 
Captain  Eshleman,  m  directing,  anif  Lieutenant 
torcom,  fourth  company,  in  executing  the  order, 
n  taking  one  of  the  Napoleon  guns  from  the 
rork,  where  it  was  out  of  range,  and  placing  it 
etween  two  of  the  redoubts,  on  the  open  field, 
here  continuing  it  in  action,  entirely  exposed  to 
he  enemy's  infantry  and  sharpshooters,  during 
he  greater  part  of  the  engagement.  My  loss  in 
his  engagement  is  three  killed  and  tweuty-four 
rounded. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  B.  Walton, 

J  Colonel  of  Artillery,  commanding. 

EE  POET  OF  COLONEL  CRUTCUFIELD. 

Hkadqitaiitkrs  Artillery  Command,  \ 
Skcusd  Aiuir  Coups,  J  miliary  il.  VtH'*l.  J 

lieutenant-  General  T.  J.  Jackson,  commanding 

Second  Army  Corp*,  A.  iV.  V. : 

Gene&al  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
owing  report  of  the  operations  of  the  artillery 
if  this  corps  in  the  engagement  near  Fredericks- 
burg, December  thirteen,  1862 : 

The  heights  on  the  right  of  our  line  were  held 
>y  fourteen  guns  of  the  batteries  of  Major-Gen- 
ial A.  P.  Hill's  division,  under  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel It.  L.  Walker,  and  consisting  of  the  batteries 


of  Captains  Pegram  and  Mcintosh,  (four  guns 
each,)  and  sections  of  the  batteries  of  Captains 
Latham,  Johnson,  and  Crenshaw,  commanded  re- 
spectively by  Lieutenants  Potts,  Clutter,  and 
James  EUett.  This  potation  was  a  commanding 
one,  and  afforded  admirable  advantage  against 
a  direct  assault  from  infantry;  but,  what  was 
more  important,  so  controlled  the  ground  in  front 
as  to  force  the  enemy  to  open  a  heavy  cannonade 
upon  it,  in  the  hope  of  silencing  these  batteries, 
before  they  could  move  any  considerable  mass  of 
their  infantry  down  the  plain,  as  would  be  neces- 
sary should  they  endeavor  to  turn  our  right.  On 
the  other  hand,  it  was  liable  to  the  disadvan- 
tages always  attaching  to  a  fixed  position,  that  it 
must  receive  a  concentrated  fire  from  many  points, 
added  to  which  the  formation  "of  the  ground  at 
the  to])  of  the  liill  was  such  as  not  to  afford  much 
protection  to  men,  and  hardly  any  to  the  horses. 
It  was,  of  course,  a  position  of  great  importance  ; 
and  it  being  specially  necessary  that  its  batteries 
should  be  able  to  open  an  effective  fire  upon  the 
enemy's  infantry  in  the  plain  below,  should  they 
endeavor  to  move  down  the  river  to  threaten  or 
turn  our  right,  I  directed  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Walker  to  keep  his  guns  concealed  as  well  as  he 
could,  and  not  to  allow  himself  to  be  drawn  into 
an  artillery  duel,  but,  disregarding  the  lire  of  the 
enemy's  batteries,  to  reserve  his  own  for  their 
infantry  when  it  should  come  within  effective 
range.  On  the  left  of  our  line  were  posted 
twenty-one  guns,  as  follows:  Just  at  Bernard's 
cabins  and  to  their  left,  nine  guns,  consisting  of 
six  rilles,  two  Napoleons,  and  one  six -pounder,  of 
the  batteries  of  Captains  Davidson,  Riiinc,  Caskk\ 
and  Braxton,  —  all  under  the  immediate  direc- 
tion of  Captain  Davidson.  Some  two  hundred 
yards  in  front  of  these,  to  their  right  and  beyond 
the  railroad,  were  placed  twelve  guns,  consisting 
of  six  rifles,  three  Napoleons,  and  three  six- 
pounders,  from  the  batteries  of  Captains  Carpen- 
ter, Wooding,  and  Braxton,  —  all  under  the  im- 
mediate command  of  Captain  J.  B.  Brockcnhrough. 
Captain  Carpenter's  battery  was  commanded  by 
Lieutenant  McKendrce.  From  the  first  it  was 
Evident  that  the  enemy's  attack  might  be  ex- 
pected upon  our  centre,  where  the  heights  on  our 
right  descended  to  a  level  with  the  plain,  and  a 
point  of  woods  running  out  into  the  field  offered 
them  early  and  good  shelter,  or  that  they  would 
endeavor  to  turn  our  right.  A  considerable  ar- 
tillery force  was  held  ready  to  meet  this  latter 
contingency  by  moving  out  and  taking  position 
in  the  fields  to  our  right,  so  as  to  cross  its  fire 
with  the  batteries  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Walker. 
The  centre  of  the  line  was  our  weakest  point, 
since  Lieutenant-Colonel  Walker's  guns  could 
not  oblique  their  fire  to  the  left  sufficiently  to 
hope  to  prevent  the  enemy's  seizing  the  point  of 
woods  referred  to,  at  the  distance  at  which  it  was. 
The  batteries  near  Bernard's  cabins  more  directly 
controlled  this  point,  but  only  by  a  quite  oblique 
fire  to  the  right.  So  that  there  were  some  eight 
hundred  or  a  thousand  yards  of  our  front,  near 
the  centre,  undefended  by  a  direct  artillery  fire 
to  tho  front.   I  examined  the  ground  carefully  in 
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the  woods  behind  this  point,  in  hopes  of  being 
able  to  establish  batteries  of  howitzers,  which, 
by  a  canister  fire,  might  soon  check  the  enemy's 
infantry  in  their  advance  through  the  woods. 
But  I  found  the  ground  unfavorable,  being  inter- 
sected by  a  deep  ravine,  and  the  undergrowth  so 
thick  as  to  require  more  time  ,  to  clear  it  away 
than  we  had  before  the  action  began.  The  instruc- 
tions given  to  Captains  Brockenbrough  and  Da- 
vidson were  to  reserve  their  fire  for  the  enemy's 
infantry  at  close  range,  and  not  to  engage  his 
batteries  unless  he  advanced  them  to  the  support 
of  his  infantry ;  and  then  they  were  to  concentrate 
their  fire  on  the  advancing  batter}-,  and  not  to 
full  back  from  their  position  so  long  as  our  infan- 
try supported  them.  The  enemy  opened  the  attack 
bv  the  fire  of  same  twenty-five  or  thirty  guns 
directed  upon  Lieutenant-Colonel  Walker's  posi- 
tion, and  from  about  sixteen  guns  (afterwards 
increased  to  twenty-four)  upon  our  batteries  at 
and  near  Bernard's  cabins.  The  officers  in  charge 
of  these  batteries  obeyed  their  orders,  and,  the 
enemy's  fire  not  being  replied  to,  he  advanced 
his  skirmishers  in  very  ncavy  line  upon  the 

Soints  occupied  by  the  commands  of  Captains 
rockenbrough  and  Davidson.  These  were  soon 
driven  oft'  by  canister,  and  the  exact  positions  of 
our  batteries  being  thus  disclosed  to  the  enemy, 
he  directed  a  heavy  -artillery  fire  upon  them,  and 
advanced  one  of  his  batteries  near  a  chimney  in 
the  centre  of  the  plain.  This  fire  was  replied  to 
by  our  batteries,  and  soon  two  of  the  enemy's 
batteries  were  withdrawn,  and  their  places  sup- 
plied by  others  of  longer  range.  About  this  time 
two  of  our  ride-guns,  Irclonging  to  Captains  Wood- 
i tig's  and  Caskie's  batteries,  were  disabled,  by 
their  axles  breaking  from  the  recoil  of  the  gun, 
and  had  to  be  withdrawn.  All  this  time  the 
enemy's  sharpshooters  annoyed  us  greatly,  work- 
ing around  to  the  right  of  Captain  Brocken- 
brough 's  position  whenever  driven  from  his  front, 
and  pertinaciously  readvancing  whenever  they 
could,  under  the'  shelter  of  their  artillery  fire. 
Though  they  were  once  or  twice  repelled  by  can- 
ister, when  advancing  imprudently,  they  were  so 
well  protected  by  the  accidents  of  the  ground*, 
and  so  feebly  opposed  by  our  own  sharpshooters, 
that  they  could  not  be  entirely  dislodged,  and 
caused  heavy  loss  in  our  batteries,  both  among 
men  and  horses.  Captain  Brockenbrough  was 
wounded  while  gallantly  discharging  his  duty, 
and  Captain  Wooding  badly  shot  while  acting  as 
gunner  to  one  of  his  pieces.  Being  badly  sup- 
ported by  the  infantry  in  their  rear,  after  severe 
losses  in  officers,  men,  and  horses,  the  batteries 
of  Captain  Brockenbrough's  command  were  with- 
drawn, as  they  would  have  been  lost  bo  soon  as 
the  enemy  seised  the  point  of  woods  to  their 
right  and  rear,  as  they  did.  The  ammunition  in 
Captain  llaine's  battery  (commanded  by  Lieuten- 
ant Statham)  waa  so  defective  (from  the  bad 
fuses,  I  think)  that,  none  of  its  shell  bursting,  it 
was  withdrawn,  and  its  place  supplied  by  the 
Chesapeake  artillery,  of  three  guns,  Lieutenant 
Plater  commanding,  while  a  section  of  Captain 
Latimer's  battery,  under  his  own  charge,  waa 


sent  still  farther  to  the  front  and  left.  Dot 
latter  pieces  were  excellently  managed,  &4  f- 
though  losing  heavily  from  the  encmrt  stap> 
shooters,  drove  back  their  lines  with  canine, 
and  caused  them  great  loss  by  an  uncfmnaodr  L 
accurate  and  rapid  shell  fire,  as  they  weredma  - 
back  by  General  Law's  brigade,  in  their  atteipd  c 
advance.  Lieutenant  McKendree,  of  Cnrpenteri  _t 
battery,  exhibited  noticeable  resolution  and  cm-  - 
posure  in  managing  his  battery.  On  the  rigk  2 
the  enemy,  after  furiously  cannonading  linta-  / 
ant-Colonel  Walker's  position  till  they  imaged  * 
his  batteries  crippled,  advanced  their  into. 
One  body  moved  towards  the  point  of  voodia 
our  centre,  and  the  other  with  its  front  voM  : 
to  the  road  from  Hamilton's  Crossing  to  toe  lira 
road.    When  distant  about  eight  hundred  yank 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Walker's  batteries  opend 
upon  them  with  great  effect,  and,  at  the  me 
time,  fifteen  guns,  composed  of  sections  iron  at 
batteries  of  Captain  Poague,  (Lieutenant  A.  Gn> 
ham  commanding.)  Captain  Watson,  Ciptn 
Smith,  Captain  Oarber,  one  gun  of  Ctrtn 
Dance's  batter}',  and  the  Louisiana  Guard  tattai, 
three  guns,  were  thrown  into  position  in  w 
plain  to  our  right,  so  as  to  cross  their  fire  via 
that  of  the  guns  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wafts, 
being  specially  designed  to  check  the  advance  of  | 
the  enemy  towards  the  road  from  Hamfltotfi  ' 
Crossing  to  the  river  road.   These  piece*  *« 
under  the  immediate  command  of  Major  Pellm 
and  were  admirably  managed  and  bravely  fougte, 
and  perfectly  accomplished  their  object  A3 
these  batteries  did  not  go  in  at  once,  but  vert 
added  as  the  weight  of  the  enemy's  fire  seemed 
to  require  it.    Towards  the  close  of  the  dar.s 
the  enemy's  infantry  —  driven  from  the  wood's 
our  own  —  fell  back  in  cdufusion  across  the  plain 
under  the  severe  and  accurate  fire  of  the  gnu 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Walker  and  Major  Pel- 
ham,  some  of  the  batteries  of  Lieutenant-Colond 
Walker's  command,  being  short  of  ammunition, 
and  the  men  exhausted  from  working  with  di- 
minished numbers,  were  relieved  by  a  section  of 
Lusk's  battery,  Lieutenant  Dowell  commsjiding; 
and  a  portion  of  the  corps  reserve9,  under  Coked 
J.  Thompson  Brown.   I  shall  have  to  refer  tn 
to  this  officer's  report  as  to  what  batteries  tnej 
were,  as  I  knew  but  one  of  them  —  CapttB 
Poague's.   They  went  in  under  a  heavy  fire,  and 
though  suffering  much,  were  bravely  fought 
Some  guns  of  Major-General  D.  H.  Hill's  (lira 
ion  artillery  were  put  in  at  this  time  on  on 
right,  by  his  chief  of  artillery,  Major  Thomas  B 
Carter.   As  these  batteries  were  unknown  to  m 
through  their  officers,  I  shall  have  to  refer  yo 
to  that  officer's  report  as  to  which  they  wer 
They  moved  up  with  the  Teat,  under  heavy  tr 
and  were  well  served. 

It  would  perhaps  be  invidious  to  attempt 1 
discriminate  among  officers  and  men,  where  the 
were  so  many  fine  examples  of  courage  and  dev 
tion ;  and  I  fear  I  may  have  already  done  injv 
tice  in  mentioning  some  to  the  exclusion  of  othei 
but  I  trust  the  reports  of  other  officers  will  i 
\\t  a\\  TigY\\.  1  \*^Yvow«sw,     call  your  spec 
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on  to  the  valuable  and  gallant  services  of 
nant-Colonel  Walker  and  Major  Pelham. 
>sition  in  which  Colonel  Walker  was  placed 
cuiiarly  trying,  from  his  being  required  to 
,  for  a  long  time,  a  very  heavy  fire  without 
g  to  it  Colonel  J.  Thompson  Brown, 
tiding  the  corps  reserve,  also  displayed 
ible  coolness  and  judgment  in  taking  his 
n  to  relieve  Lieutenant-Colonel  Walker 
*  severe  fire. 

lost  no  pieces;  nor  did  we  capture  any. 
"i ant  Plater  had  a  gun  disabled  and  a  lim- 
plniled.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Walker  had 
lianbled  and  a  caisson  and  limlrer  exploded, 
alonel  Brown  a  gun  disabled,  as  also  did 
>uisiana  Guard  battery.  No  carriages  or 
»f  carriages  were  lost  by  us.  The  disabled 
fere  of  course  brought  off.  The  loss  in 
,  and  the  nature  of  the  ground,  together 
he  position  of  the  enemy's  batteries  and 
uunners,  effectively  prevented  any  advance 
batteries  as  their  infantry  fell  back,  and 
frwh  batteries  could  get  in,  their  line  was 
ed  near  the  river  road,  and  it  was  nearly 

□not  close  this  report  without  calling  your 
on  to  the  great  defect  in  the  ammunition 
*d,  by  which  few  of  our  shells  burst  My 
bservation  entirely  confirmed  the  numerous 
lints  made  to  me   from   the  batteries. 

if  not  most,  of  this  difficulty  is,  I  am 
d,  justly  attributable  to ' the  fuses. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  Crutch  fie  LP, 

Colonel,  and  Chief  of  Artillery  Sc-emul  Corp 8. 

HIT  OF  LIEUT.-COLONEL  ALEXANDER. 

3VARTKKS  Artillery  Mshkkvk  Rattaliox,  ( 
December  20, 1802.  } 

jer  &.  M.  Sorrdl,  Adjutant- General  First 

ts: 

i>r:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fnl- 
report  of  the  operations  of  the  artillery 
>n  under  my  command  during  the  recent 
ies: 

awn  on  the  eleventh  instant,  on  the  firing 
signal  guns,  I  moved  from  camp,  and  posted 
l  Ithett's  heavy  battery  in  pits  which  he  had 
jdonthe  hill  south  of  the  plank  road,  over- 
r  the  entire  country  in  front  and  the  opposite 
'  the  river,  at  a  distance  of  one  mile  and  a  half, 
l  Parker's  two  rifles  were  placed  in  pits  which 
built  near  Stansburv's  house,  commanding 
ire  tiata  in  front  and  the  opposite  bank  of 
•r.  •  His  howitzers  were  concealed  behind 
ory's  house,  in  most  admirable  positions 
toting  any  advance  of  the  enemy  on  the 
of  the  town.  The  batteries  maintained 
waitions  during  the  whole  occupation  of 
y  by  the  enemy.  The  batteries  of  Cap- 
loruan,  Moody,  and  Woolfolk  were  held 
Led  in  rear  of  the  plateau,  back  of  S tans- 
house,  ready  to  move  out  upon  it  at  the 
ance  of  the  enemy's  infantry,  or  to  any  i 


other  point  of  our  line  needing  reenforemcnts. 
The  cannoneers  of  Captain  Jordan's  and  Wool- 
folk's  batteries  were  meanwhile  employed,  con- 
cealed by  the  mist,  in  making  small  pits  on  the 
most  favorable  points  of  the  plateau,  and  event- 
ually finished  eight,  in  addition  to  those  already 
there,  which  would  have  cost  the  enemy  severe- 
ly, had  he  attempted  any  advance  north  of  the 
town.  This  disposition  of  my  batteries  remained 
unchanged  during  the  eleventh  and  twelfth.  On 
the  twelfth,  our  infantry  having  evacuated  the 
town,  Captain  Hhett'B  and  Captain  Parker's  bat- 
teries opened  their  rifles  occasionally  at  the  posi- 
tion of  the  principal  pontoon  bridges  of  the 
enemy,  Captain  Khett  also  enfilading  two  of  the 
principal  streets.  These  fires  invariably  elicited 
prompt  and  heavy  responses  from  the  enemy, 
from  which,  however,  our  pits  saved  us  nearly  all 
damage.  On  the  morning  of  the  thirteenth,' this 
firing  was  continued,  aided  bv  three  twelve- 
pounder  guns  of  Captain  Moody's  battery,  in  a 
new  position  north  of  the  plant  road,  opposite 
Captain  Khett,  whence  the  «treet  leading  to  the 
pontoon  bridge  could  be  enfiladed.  This  latter 
fire  at  once  attracted  a  reply  from  every  battery 
of  the  enemy's  in  reach,  and  caused  us  slight  loss. 
Captain  Moody,  however,  still  held  the  position, 
sheltering  his  men  when  not  firing.  The  enemy 
shelled  this  position  not  only  all  day,  but  every 
day  of  their  occupation  of  the  city  afterwards, 
whence  I  infer  that  our  fire  must  have  caused 
them  much  annovance.  I  afterwards  made  pits 
in  this  position  /or  guns,  with  Captains  Moody's 
and  Rhett's  cannoneers,  but  they  were  only  com- 
pleted on  the  morning  of  the  enemy's  evacuation. 
At  twenty  minutes  to  four  p.  M.  of  the  thirteenth, 
I  received  an  order  to  relieve  the  Washington 
artillery  on  Marye's  Hill,  their  ammunition  being 
nearly  exhausted.  I  at  once  hastened  there,  with 
Captain  Woolfolk's  battery,  Captain  Moody's 
twelve-pounder  guns,  and  two  guns  of  Captain 
Jordan's  battery,  and  occupied  the  pits  under  a 
heavv  fire,  which  caused  three  fourths  of  my  en- 
tire loss,  while  galloping  up.  The  enemy  were 
already  within  three  hundred  yards,  and  seeing 
the  Washington  artillery  leave,  after  so  protracted 
and  gallant  a  defence,  cheered  and  pressed  on 
heavily,  aided  by  three  batteries,  which  opened 
from  the  edge  of  the  town,  and  their  line  of 
heavy  guns  on  the  opposite  bank.  Disregarding 
the  latter,  we  poured  a  rapid  and  murderous  fire 
on  the  former  and  their  advancing  infantry,  under 
which,  and  the  accurate  aim  of  our  veteran  infan- 
try beneath  us,  they  were  soon  driven  to  shelter 
behind  the  houses  of  the  town.  About  dark  the 
remaining  section  of  Captain  Jordan's  battery 
was  brought  up,  one  gun  replacing  a  damaged 
gun  of  Captain  Maurin's  in  a  pit  left  of  the  plank 
road,  and  the  other  remaining  near,  under  the 
control  of  General  Ransom,  for  any  emergency. 
About  seven  P.  M.,  the  enemy,  said  to  have  been 
Sykes's  division  of  regulars,  again  advanced, 
under  cover  of  darkness,  until  opened  on  by  our 
infantry  below.  My  guns  opened  with  canister 
and  case-shot  at  the  flashes  ol  ttaVr  mvi^V^^vA 
this,  their  last  repulse,  was,         to  Yt&Nfe  \&en> 


138 


REBELLION  RECORD,  18C2-64. 


the  bloodiest  At  dawn  on  the  fourteenth  my 
only  remaining  guns  in  reserve,  Moody's  two 
twenty-four-pounder  howitzers  and  one  rifle  of 
Captain  Jordan's,  relieved  the  remainder  of  Cap- 
tain Mauriu's  battery  in  the  pits  left  of  the  plank 
road ;  and  two  twelve-pounder  guns  of  Moody's 
and  two  six-pounder  guns  of  Captain  Woolfolt'a 
were  relieved  by  brigade  batteries,  being  out  of 
ammunition.  On  the  fourteenth  we  fired  but  few 
shot,  and  only  at  bodies  of  the  enemy's  infantry, 
being  compelled  to  economize  ammunition.  On 
the  night  of  the  fourteenth  Captain  Parker  dis- 
covered a  position  enfilading  the  canal  valley,  in 
front  of  the  town,  and  two  pits  were  constructed 
at  it,  which  I  occupied  before  day  with  Moody's 
twelve-pounder  guns.  When  the  fog  lifted,  the 
reserves  of  the  enemy's  pickets  could  be  seen 
lying  fiat  on  their  faces  in  the  valley ;  in  the  lan- 
guage of  General  Burnside,  •*  holding  the  first 
ridge."  A  few  well-directed  shots  by  Captain 
Moody  soon,  however,  broke  this  hold,  and  all 
who  could  not  find  fresh  shelter  fled  in  confusion 
to  the  city,  under  the  fire  of  our  sharpshooters 
and  several  guns  immediately  in  their  rear. 
This,  with  a  single  shot  in  the  brick  tannery, 
broke  up  entirely  the  annoying  fire  of  sharp- 
shooters, under  which  we  suffered  considerably 
the  day  before ;  and  for  the  rest  of  the  day  we 
worked  openly  in  our  pits,  and  fired  at  all  bodies 
of  infantry  appearing  in  town,  unannoyed.  That 
night  the  town  was  evacuated.  >fy  especial 
thanks  are  due  to  Major  J.  R.  C.  Lewis,  for  his 
cool  and  efficient  cooperation  in  the  execution  of 
all  orders.  The  left  of  our  line  of  batteries  was 
under  his  special  supervision  for  the  last  two 
days.  I  desire  also  to  express  here  my  high  ap- 
preciation of  the  gallantry  and  efficiency  of  Cap- 
tains Jordan,  Rhett,  Moody,  Woolfolk,  and  Par- 
ker, before  attested  on  many  a  hard-fought  field, 
and  fully  corroborated  on  this.  Captain  Eubank, 
with  the  remaining  battery  of  my  battalion,  is 
absent  on  detached  service.  Dr.  Gray,  surgeon, 
Captain  Franklin,  quartermaster,  and  Lieutenant 
Vaughan,  commissary,  managed  their  respective 
departments  to  my  entire  satisfaction.  My  ad- 
jutant, Lieutenant  T.  Henderson  Smith,  carried 
and  executed  my  orders,  under  all  circumstances, 
with  coolness  and  judgment.  My  especial  thanks 
are  also  due  to  C.  S.  Cadet  Joseph  C.  Haskell,  of 
South  Carolina,  who  volunteered  me  his  services, 
and  rendered  me  indispensable  assistance  in  the 
supervision  of  so  extensive  a  command.  I  beg 
leave  to  recommend  him  to  the  War  Department 
for  promotion.  Lieutenants  Gillen,  Wilson,  Bar- 
roughs,  Terrill,  and  Woolfolk,  are  mentioned  in 
high  terms  by  their  captains,  as  are  also  Sergeant 
Cisco,  of  Moody's,  and  Private  England,  of  Wool- 
folk's  battery.  The  latter,  unfortunately,  was 
killed.  I  was  personally  impressed  with  the 
bearing  of  Lieutenant  J.  Donnell  Smith,  of  Jor- 
dan's battery,  commanding  a  section  in  the  attack 
on  the  evening  of  the  thirteenth.  Corporal  Lock- 
wood,  of  his  company,  a  most  gallant  soldier, 
whom  I  also  noticed  particularly,  was  wounded,  I 
fear  mortally,  in  the  night  attack.   Our  entire 


loss  was  one  killed,  ten  wounded,  and  Bm 
horses.  One  thousand  and  eighty  rounds  o/i» 
munition  were  expended. 

I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  P.  Aleiaxdo, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  eoinnsudiii"  As&sa 

REPORT  OF  COLOXEL  HUXriTHES. 

Headquarters  Twknty-First  Mtwummi  >- 
ICKOutwrr,  December  17,  i#i  ) 

To  William  Barksdale%  Brigadier-  Gcmd, ea- 
rn anding  Third  Brigade  : 
General:  As  Boon  as  the  signal  guns  on  tk 
morning  of  the  eleventh  instant,  anaouaccd  (k 
advance  of  the  enemy,  I  moved  the  Tweatj-iHt 
regiment  from  camp,  and  arrived  at  the  mrkrt- 
house  in  Fredericksburg  at  day-dawn,  fbeo,  is 
obedience  to  your  orders,  I  detached  the  ritfe  -. 
wing,  under  Major  Moody,  to  go  to  the  suss  t 
of  Captain  Govan,  of  the  Seventeenth  regiis*  * 
who  was  guarding  the  wliarf  on  the  Kappitfr  ■ 
nock,  and  then  engaged  with  the  enemy.  Is*  * 
no  more  of  that  portion  of  the  regiment  dirisj  1 
the  day,  and  respectfully  refer  you  to  tyjs 
Moody's  report  of  his  operations.  The  lea  fflf 
I  held  in  reserve  at  the  market-house,  fin  ■> 
structions  to  support  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fa* 
of  the  Seventeenth  regiment,  at  the  upper  pa- 
toon,  constructed  by  the  enemy,  or  Capuia  Go- 
van,  if  needed. 

About  one  o'clock,  I  was  ordered  to  go  talk 
relief  of  Colonel  Fizer,  but,  owing  to  a  mi*&k 
of  my  guide  as  to  the  position  of  Colonel  Fixer.I 
was  conducted  several  hundred  yards  aboTc.toi 
very  exposed  position,  from  which  the  en* 
forced  me  to  retire,  by  a  heavy  fire  from  tbw 
artillery.    I  returned  to  the  market-house,  ni 
received  orders  to  advance  to  the  river  and  rest 
any  advance  of  the  enemy,  who  had  then  ex- 
ceeded in  forcing  a  passage  of  the  river,  and  tea 
engaged  with  Lieutenant-Colonel  Filer  sod  CaV 
onel  Carter,  of  the  Nineteenth  regiment.  I  de- 
tached Captain  Renfue,  with  hie  company,  to  ik 
foot  of  William  Street,  and  Captain  Given,  with 
his  company,  to  the  foot  of  the  street  Wnj 
from  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  placed  Captt* 
Stamps,  Sims,  and  Gibson,  with  their  eonpv 
nies,  on  Main  Street.  By  this  time  it  wit  dat 
Captain  Green  discovered  the  enemy  adwsrisj 
slowly  down  the  river  bank,  and  lmmednnlf 
opened  fire  upon  him,  and  stubbornly  tm0m 
until,  stricken  down  by  a  minie  bell,  his  coejt- 
ny  fell  back,  bearing  his  body  with  them.  lb) 
enemy,  pursuing,  charged  up  the  street  Ob- 
tains Stamps,  Sims,  and  Gibson  opened  a  gsllig 
fire  upon  him,  and  drove  him  off  the  streets,  •? 
towards  the  pontoon  bridge,  and  held  bin  » 
check  until  about  seven  o'clock,  when  1  wu  or- 
dered to  withdraw  my  troops  from  the  ehT,sni 
form  a  line  of  battle  at  the  foot  of  the  hutoithe 
Telegraph  road,  where  I  remained  until  I  wti  le- 
ttered by  the  gallant  and  lamented  General  Cobs, 
when  I  moved  back  to  camp. 
During  the  whole  day  we  were  exposed  to  • 
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fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries,  posted  on 
lposite  heights,  sheltering  ourselves  as  we 
behind  houses,  fences,  etc. 
officers  and  men  obeyed  every  order  with 
■tness  and  alacrity,  and  maintained  every 
in  with  a  promptness  and  constancy  worthy 
iraise. 

Twenty-first  regiment  lost,  during  the  day, 
killed,  twenty-five  wounded  and  thirteen 
Pf- 

ry  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Benjamin  G.  Himi'Hkiks, 

Colonel,  comniandini:  Twriuy  Hrst  Iti-jfimeat 
MirisicisJjipi  Volunteer*. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  CABELL. 

Camp  near  Fuedekickiquko.  Viih'sixia,  j 
Dccrinliur  113,  lHi2.  | 

James  M.  Goggin,  A.  A.  0.  : 
OR:   In  conformity  with  instructions,  I 
ne  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of 
xiduct  and  services  of  the  artillery,  placed 
my  command,  during  the  recent  engage- 1 

division  of  Major-General  McLaws  arriv- 
re  at  the  head  of  the  column  on  Thursday, 
entieth,  by  a  rapid  movement,  to  intercept 
reatened  advance  of  the  enemy  at  Freder- 
rg,  it  devolved  upon  me,  under  the  direction 
jor-General  McLaws,  to  place  the  artillery 
ition  and  prepare  for  their  attack.  It  had 
represented  that  the  hill*  of  the  Stafford 
f  the  Rappahannock  completely  commanded 
•ights  on  this  side.  This  was  apparently  the 
u  the  first  view  of  the  position,  the  upper 

of  hills  being  then  covered  with  forest, 
pating  that  the  enemy,  who  were  in  larfjc 
)n  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  would  im- 
tely  attempt  to  force  the  passage  of  the 
preparations  were  at  once  made  lor  resist- 
However,  the  enemy  not  attempting  a 
p  then,  in  a  very  short  time  the  whole 
e  of  defence  was  arranged.    About  a  mile 

Fredericksburg,  at  Dr.  John  It.  Taylor's 
ace,  the  laud  mcs  abruptly  from  the  river 
at  elevation  to  the  upper  heights.  These 

heights,  however,  rapidly  recede  from  the 
jauk,  and  then  take  a  course  nearly  parallel 
)Ut  at  considerable  distance  from,  the  river. 

hills,  shortly  below  the  right  of  the  posi- 
f  this  division,  rapidly  diminish  until  near 
Ittm's  Crossing,  where  they  have  very  incon- 
ble  elevation.  The  hills  on  the  other  side 
uch  nearer  the  river.  This  gave  the  enemy 
advantage  in  an  attempt  to  cross  the  river, 
in  shelling  his  troops  after  they  passed 

Ou  our  right,  and  shortly  below  Frcdcr- 
Jrg,  their  whole  army  could,  and  a  large 
mi  of  it  did,  deploy  on  this  side  of  the  river 
Dost  perfect  security  from  our  artillery.  At 
use  time,  being  under  the  cover  of  their 
iry  on  the  Stafford  side  of  the  river,  they 

nearly  as  secure  from  an  attack  by  our  in- 
»*.  A  knowledge  of  this  (act  probably 
td  General  Buruside  to  cross  the  river ;  and 
oast  that,  after  the  fight  of  Saturday,  ho  I 


remained  two  days  in  the  plain,  waiting  and 
inviting  an  attack  from  us,  is  simply  ridiculous. 
But  near  Dr.  Taylor's  house,  where  the  upper 
heights  commence  to  recede  from  the  river,  a 
lower  range  of  hills  commences,  which,  though 
also  receding  from,  keeps  much  nearer,  the  river. 
This  lower  range  of  hills  terminates  abruptly  with 
Marve'a  Hill,  immediately  in  rear  of  the  town  of 
Fredericksburg  —  the  hill  then  having  almost  the 
appearance  of  a  promontory,  the  low  grounds 
extending  about  eight  hundred  \  ards  back  to  the 
base  of  the  upper  heights.  This  lower  range  of 
hills  is  much  lower  than  the  hills  on  the  Stafford 
side  of  the  river,  and  is  commanded  by  the 
enemy's  artillery.  The  trosition  of  our  artillery 
and  infantry,  made  by  Major-General  Mcl«aws, 
was  certainly  most  happy  to  counterv  ail  the  disad- 
vantages of  our  position.  While  the  whole  line 
was  under  my  direction,  I  had  recommended  that 
short-range  guns  should  be  placed  on  the  decliv- 
ity on  each  side  of  Marye's  house,  betwuen  the 
house  and  the  stone  wall,  where  our  infantry  were 
drawn  up  during  the  battle.  I  had  recommended 
this,  in  addition  to  the  guns  on  the  crest  of  the 
hill,  in  order  to  sweep  the  plaiu  in  front.  The 
impossibility  of  giving  guns  on  the  crest  of  an 
abrupt  hill  sulncient  depression  gives  great 
advantages  to  a  column  of  infantry,  who,  by 
making  a  rapid  charge,  soon  find  themselves 
completely  protected  from  the  artillery  on  the 
hills.  I  had  also  recommended  that  guns  should 
be  placed  on  the  northern  side  of  the  plunk  road, 
ou  the  hills  that  sweep  towards  the  upper  part 
of  Fredericksburg,  as  if  for  its  protection.  These 
positions  would  have  given  a  complete  enfilading 
tire  upon  the  enemy  advancing  upon  Marye's 
Hill,  and  also  upon  their  forces  massed  iu  front 
of,  but  protected  by  the  conformation  of  the 
ground  from  the  fire  or  even  sight  of  the  gunners 
on  the  crest  of  the  hill.  These  dispositions,  for 
some  reasons,  were  not  made.  Had  they  been 
made,  the  repulse  would  have  been  even  more 
signal,  and  the  victory  even  more  complete,  than 
we  obtained.  It  is  but  an  act  of  simule  justice 
to  Major-General  McLaws  to  say  that  the  dis- 
position of  the  artillery,  in  other  respects,  was 
such  as  he  had  chosen.  During  the  whole  of 
Thursday,  the  eleventh  of  December,  not  a  gun 
was  fired  by  our  batteries,  and  our  cannoneers 
stood  quiet  spectators  of  the  enemy's  attempt  to 
cross  the  river.  The  enemy's  cannon  was  firing 
almost  incessantly,  and  their  shell  frequently  fell 
near  our  batteries.  The  next  day,  Friday,  upon 
the  uplifting  of  the  fog,  disclosed  to  our  view  the 
larger  portion  of  the  whele  force  of  the  enemy 
upon  this  side  of  the  river.  Ou  the  right  of  my 
position  a  battery  of  light  artillery  was  discov- 
ered in  position.  A  few  well-directed  shots  from 
our  batteries  caused  this  battery  quickly  to  retire 
to  a  position  still  farther  to  tlio  right  The  first 
position  of  this  battery,  if  retained,  would  have 
been  very  annoying  to  our  troops,  who  were 
drawn  up  under  the  cover  of  the  woods  and  in 
convenient  range  of  its  gunk  This  battery  then 
took  position  on  the  other  side  oC  ttvitV% 
alongside  of  several  oibet  taXtetvfct,  \nX  \\& 
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effectiveness  was  nearly  destroyed  by  its  com- 
pelled removal  of  position. 

Every  battery  officer  received  the  instruction 
that  he  was  to  fire  with  great  deliberation,  and  to 
fire  only  upon  large  bodies  of  troops.  Of  course, 
some  discretion  was  allowed  to  every  officer,  and 
I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  state  that  that  discretion 
was  generally  well  exercised.  And  one  of  the 
best  proofs  of  the  effectiveness  of  our  fire  was 
afforded  by  their  turning  their  guns  upon  us. 

In  front  of  my  position  the  low  grounds  ex- 
tended in  an  apparent  plain  from  the  base  of 
the  hill  to  the  river  bank.  Through  these  low 
grounds  the  Richmond  and  Fredericksburg  Rail- 
road and  the  river  road  pass.  Though  apparent- 
ly a  plain,  there  are  many  inequalities  of  the 
ground,  which,  with  these  roadB,  enabled  the 
enemy  to  mask  his  approach.  All  but  five  of  our 
batteries  were  so  placed  as  to  command  not  only 
the  approach  of  the  enemy  on  our  right,  but  also 
the  Telegraph  road  and  the  abandoned  rail- 
road, called  the  Fredericksburg  and  Gordonsville 
Railroad.  The  guns  back  of  Howison's  house,  be- 
sides this,  commanded  the  left  of  the  Tele- 
graph road,  and  enabled  us  to  give  an  oblique  and 
almost  enfilading  fire  upon  the  enemy  advancing 
from  the  various  streets  in  Fredericksburg,  and 
who  were  drawn  up  under  the  protection  of  the 
inequalities  of  the  ground  in  front  of  Marye's 
Hill.  The  main  battle  on  the  left  was  fought  to 
obtain  this  hill.  Between  this  hill  and  the  town 
of  Fredericksburg,  it  is  said,  the  Rappahannock 
formerly  flowed.  The  conformation  of  trie  ground, 
therefore,  enabled  the  enemy  to  mask  their  troops 
so  as  to  be  out  of  view  of  our  infantry,  in  position 
at  the  foot  of  Man  e's  Hill,  and  even  from  our 
artillery  on  the  hill  itself.  My  position  enabled 
me  to  observe  the  enemy's  left  flank,  upon  which 
our  guns  opened  a  most  destructive  fire.  It  was 
easy  to  perceive,  from  previous  knowledge  of  the 
ground  and  the  location  of  their  left  flanR,  where 
their  troops  were  massed,  and  our  batteries,  hav- 
ing an  almost  enfilading  fire,  opened  upon  them. 
Through  the  valley  in  front  of  Marye's  Hill  a 
sluice  for  the  waste  waters  of  the  canal  passes. 
There  is  no  passage  for  the  enemy's  troops 
between  the  road  immediately  in  front  of  Marye's 
house  and  the  road  leading  directly  from  the  Tele- 
graph road  to  the  depot  of  the  Richmond  and 
Fredericksburg  Railroad.  The  approach  by  this 
latter  road  was  completely  commanded  by  our 
guns.  Several  times  their  advance  was  repulsed 
by  the  well-directed  fire  of  our  batteries. 

Over  a  whole  brigade  was  displaced  and  scat- 
tered in  confusion  to  the  rear.  Once  they  made 
for  the  railroad  cut,  and  several  shells  from  our 
batteries  exploded  amongst  them  before  they  could 
escape  from  it  Once  they  charged  by  attempt- 
ing to  cross  the  cut,  running  down  one  side  and 
up  the  other;  and  again  they  attempted  to  escape 
in  the  same  manner.  But  on  each  occasion  a 
murderous  fire  from  our  batteries  caused  them  to 
retire  precipitately. 

I  am  confident  that  not  only  upon  the  approach 
and  the  successive  repulses  of  the  enemy  was  the 
fire  of  our  batteries  most  efficacious,  but  that 


also  it  did  great  execution  upon  the  mutatf 
the  enemy  in  front  of  Marye's  HilL 

It  may  be  proper,  also,  to  state  another  fai  * 
connection  with  the  topography  of  the  bottle-fiat  £ 
The  right  of  Marye's  Hill  terminate*  ism  % 
precipitously.   The  Telegraph  road  panri  Hi  E 
right  of  the  hill,  and  then  turns  almost  dmctirtf  y. 
right  angles  at  the  foot  and  in  front  of  the  a  v 
The  railroad  cut  and  embankment  would  aw  ^ 
enabled  the  enemy  to  come  in  almoit  pofa  t 
security  within  a  short  distance  of  the  rigbtftsk  f 
of  our  troops,  drawn  up  behind  the  stonewalls  w 
the  Telegraph  road,  and,  by  a  rapid  charge,  s 
have  our  troops  at  the  most  serious  distdrantas;  7. 
Their  advance  could  not  have  been  efcctraJr  E 
checked  bv  the  artillery  on  Marye's  Hill,  ossf  c. 
to  the  conformation  of  the  ground.  L, 
It  is  due  to  the  brave  and  skilful  officenoi  „ 
cannoneers  to  say,  that  their  cool,  veD-dM  F. 
and  most  efficient  fire  not  only  aided  lutenBi  r 
in  repulsing  the  direct  attack'  on  Marye'i  Hi,  p 
but  in  preventing  the  right  flank  of  this  jxwtsa 
being  turned  by  the  enemy,   While  saying  this 
however,  I  wish  to  give  all  due  praise  to  ibe  pl- 
iant artillery  corps  who  occupied  so  raccwifef 
the  crest  of  Marye's  HilL    I  have  been  thai  dif- 
fuse in  describing  the  topography  of  the  battle- 
field, as  I  think  it  due  to  our  troops,  both  Matty 
and  artillery,  that  the  fact  should  be  known,  & 
not  to  the  natural  strength  of  our  position,  bat 
to  the  skill  and  generalship  of  our  leaders  mi 
the  gallantry,  courage,  and  well-directed  tincf  I 
our  cannoneers  and  infantry,  are  we  indebted  fa 
our  most  brilliant  victory.  I 

Forty-eight  guns  were  placed  under  my  chap 
during  the  engagement :  Captain  ReidshtiUty 
three  guns,  occupied  the  position  immediitdjio 
the  right  of  the  Telegraph  road.  Next  to  lb 
battery,  ope  of  the  thirty-pounder  Fsnott  gel 
(Richmond  manufactory)  was  placed.  It  to* 
placed  by  a  Whitwoith  gun  of  Captain  LoWi 
battery.  Next  on  the  right,  and  on  the  hill  ban 
of  Howison's  house,  and  in  the  following  oris, 
were  placed  two  six-pounder  smooth-bore  goal 
and  two  ten- pounder  Parrotts,  under  the  con- 
mand  of  Captain  Macon,  of  the  Richmond  FtjetH 
artillery.  The  smooth-bore  guns  fired  only  rood 
shot.  Next,  three  pieces,  Parrotts,  of  Captain  B 
L.  Cooper's  battery.  This  battery  was  with 
drawn  to  another  position,  and  replaced  by  ure 
pieces,  one  Parrott  and  two  three-inch  rules,  o 
Captain  Branch's  battery.  Next,  two  FanstJ 
of  Captain  Conker's  battery,  and  one  thirP 
pounder  Parrott,  (Richmond  manufactory.)  Tit 
gun  was  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Anderson,  c 
Captain  Ells's*  battery.  Both  of  the  Richmot 
guns  did  good  service,  but  exploded  during  tl 
engagement  Next  one  three-inch  rifle,  cot 
manded  by  Lieutenant  Taylor,  of  Captain  £obanl 
battery.  Next,  one  ten-pounder  JParrott,  cot 
manded  by  Lieutenant  Blunt,  of  Captain  Dearinf 
battery.  Next,  five  pieces,  under  the  comas 
of  Major  S.  P.  Hamilton,  consisting  of  two  ts 
pounder  Parrotts,  of  First  company  Richnw 
howitzers,  Captain  McCarthy,  and  three  rifl 
\  gvina  ot  C&^x^^StaMfcVnSteTY  •  Captain  Motel; 
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?ces,  had  been  placed  in  the  rear  of 
;rith  a  view  to  fire  upon  the  enemy, 
ucceeded  in  taking  that  position, 
ccupied  a  position  of  danger  and 
and  their  courage  and  firmness, 
e  well  exhibited.  Of  this  battery, 
>  wounded,  one  horse  killed,  five 
id  Captain  Moecly's  horse  wounded, 
le,  there  were  twelve  short-range 
command  of  Major  Nelson  ;  two 
ain  McCarthy's  batten-,  and  three 
ain  Coulter's  battery.  'These  guns 
ring  the  engagement 
kee  accounts  of  the  battle,  it  is 
sout  one  fifth  of  the  killed  and 
i  from  the  artillery.  When  it  is 
it  this  account  takes  in  the  losses 
vhere  we  used  but  little  artillery, 
probable  that  their  proportion  of 
i  artillery  in  the  battle  in  front  of 
as  much  greater, 
i  honor  to  be, 
Major,  very  respectfully, 

H.  C.  Cabell, 

1,  and  Chief  of  Artillery,  Major-Grneral 
McLawe'u  Division. 

:aptain  d.  laxg,  of  eighth 
lorida  regiment. 

EBS  ElGIITH  Fl^OltlHA  REOIMKNT,  ) 

Deormber  10,  laVi.  j 
Vkitfier,  Assist  aid  AdjutaiU-Ocn- 
y'*  Brigade: 

lave  the  honor  to  report  that,  in 
h  orders,  I  moved  my  command  on 
e  eighth  instant,  above  Fredericks- 
5  canal,  and  relieved  the  Twelfth 
fiment,  then  on  duty  as  a  reserve 
ipport  of  our  pickets, 
rning  of  the  eleventh  instant,  at 
lock,  I  received  orders  to  report 
and  at  once,  at  the  market-house, 
eneral  Barksdale.  Before  reach- 
dace,  I  was  intercepted  by  General 

ordered  to  a  point  on  the  river 
jo  of  the  old  ferry,  and  instructed 
t  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fizer,  com- 
lteenth  Mississippi  regiment,  as  to 
;r  of  disposing  of  my  force  to  pre- 
iv  from  effecting  a  crossing.  I 

by  General  Barksdale  that  the 
ttempting  another  crossing  below 
a  the  point  at  that  ford  was  weak, 
three  companies  of  my  command 
the  same.  I  immediately  placed 
F,  and  D,  under  command  of  Cap- 
fa  instruction!  in  conformity  with 
then  formed  the  remaining  com- 
>f  battle,  in  such  manner  as  would 
the  crossing  and  afford  a  cover  for 

enemy  were  seen  on  the  opposite 
ip  in  two  lines  of  battle,  and  his 
e  busily  engaged  in  constructing 
was  understood  between  Colonel 
slf — my  command  being  in  posi-, 
would  open  fire  and  I  wmld  con-  J 


tinue  the  same.  At  about  half  past  five  A.  M.  the 
pontoniers  having  advanced  tne  bridge  about 
two-thirds  across  the  river,  the  Seventeenth  Mis- 
sissippi opened  fire,  and  my  command  at  once 
did  the  same,  with  good  effect,  the  enemy  being 
compelled  to  abandon  his  work  and  flee  to  points 
of  security.  The  force  of  the  enemy  supporting 
the  pontoniers  immediately  opened  a  heavy  fire 
with  artillery  and  musketry,  which  was  kept  up 
almost  continuously  the  whole  day.  Each  at- 
tempt of  the  pontoniers  to  continue  their  work 
was  met  by  a  well-directed  fire  from  my  com- 
mand. Four  officers  of  my  command  and  about 
twenty  enlisted  men  were  wounded,  and  seven 
killed,  when  I  was  borne  from  the  field,  having 
received  a  severe  wound  in  the  head.  The  com- 
mand then  devolved  upon  Captain  Love,  who 
maintained  the  position,  though  exposed  to  a 
galling  fire  of  shell,  shot,  canister,  and  musketrv, 
until  about  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  when,  in  accord- 
ance with  orders,  he  withdrew  his  force.  I  regret 
that  the  absence  of  Captain  Boyd,  who  together 
with  the  three  companies  composing  his  com- 
mand are  missing,  renders  it  impossible  to  give 
a  report  of  the  service  performed  by  him.  It  is 
proper  to  remark  that  Captain  Boyd  regarded  the 
position  intrusted  to  him  as  so  exposed,  and  ad- 
mitting of  so  little  means  of  escape,  that  he  ob- 
jected to  occupying  the  same  until  the  order  was 
repeated.  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  my  command 
behaved  in  a  manner  creditable  to  their  State 
and  the  noble  cause  in  which  they  were  engaged. 
Below  I  furnish  you  with  a  list  of  the  casualties 
of  the  Eighth  Florida  regiment : 

Captain  1).  Lang,  commanding  regiment,  seri- 
ously wounded  in  the  head ;  Assistant  Surgeon 
D.  Hooper  lost  a  leg. 

Company  B.  —  Privates  T.  M.  Gray  and  J.  N. 
Marshall,  killed ;  First  Lieutenant  Hector  Bruce, 
wounded  in  neck,  slight ;  Corporal  Charles  Mc- 
Call,  head,  severe;  Corporal  T.  Harper,  hand, 
slight ;  Privates  J.  P.  Bracewell,  abdomen, serioiw ; 
George  S.  Lambert,  J.  F.  Cox,  J.  R.  Prevalt, 
slight;  J.  R.  Green,  missing. 

Company  A.  —  Sergeants  J.  N.  Fielding, 
wounded,  slightly;  N.  H.  Allman,  missing. 
Privates  J.  Bootnght,  F.  Briant,  G.  W.  Crawlev, 
J.  Driggers,  ]).  Howlk,  B.  J.  Redding,  G.  6. 
Ross,  and  A.  Williams,  missing. 

Company  C.  —  Privates  T.  Saunders  and  E. 
Curl,  wounded,  severe;  H.  Daughtry,  slight. 

Respectfully, 

D.  Lang, 
Captain,  commanding  Koginicnt. 

REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  MAUR1X. 

Camp  wear  Dimmax's  Farm,  ) 
December  16, 1*32.  j 

To  General  Perry : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  battery  in  the  en- 
gagements before  Fredericksburg : 

The  signal  gun  fired  Thursday  morning,  the 
eleventh  instant,  found  every  man  at  his  post. 
J  had  two  sections  of  my  batters*  otv  \ta 
first  commanded  by  Lieutenant ^to^x^xv^rj^ 
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and  the  other  by  Lieutenant  Camille  Mollere. 
The  four  first  bastions,  immediately  on  the  left  of 
the  plank  road,  were  the  positions  assigned  and 
occupied. 

As  soon  as  the  fog,  which  covered  us  until 
about  nine  o'clock  A.  M.,  had  disappeared,  the 
enemy  opened  fire  on  me  from  his  enormous  field 
batteries  and  heavy  guns  on  the  opposite  bank  of 


sooner  made  than  Lieutenant  Landry  orderi 
out,  and,  together  with  Captain  Latrobe,  br^ec 
the  men  to  pull  and  put  it  in  position.  Ira 
scarcely  out,  and  not  yet  in  position,  when  » 
noneer  Linopier  fell  dead,  pierced  to  the  hearth 
a  piece  of  shell.  The  rate  of  their  corasi 
seemed  to  inspire  my  men  with  renewed  delti* 
nation,  and,  undaunted  by  the  shots  of  the 


the  river,  his  shots  railing  around,  some  striking !  and  bullets  of  the  sharpshooters,  which  were  fisf 


the  works,  but  none  doing  any  injury.  This  he 
repeated  at  intervals,  each  succeeding  day,  but 
with  no  better  result  for  him,  or  none  worse  for 
me.  According  to  orders,  I  withheld  my  fire 
until  late  in  the  evening,  when  the  enemy  came 
down  to  cross ;  but  the  increasing  darkness  pre- 
venting me  from  seeing  the  effects  of  my  shots,  I 
ceased  firing. 

Friday  morning  a  company  of  sharpshooters 
advanced  on  my  left;  but  a  few  well-directed 
shots  from  Mollcre's  section  dime  them  back 
into  the  town.  The  enemy  was  now  seen  com- 
ing down  in  force  from  the  opposite  hills,  in  order 
to  cross.  The  distance  was  rather  too  great  for 
much  accuracy  j  vet  a  shell  from  my  ten-pound 
Parrot t  proved  effective,  bursting  in  the  midst  of 
an  advancing  column,  causing  it  to  stagger,  mak- 
ing some  run,  and  sending  the  mounted  officers 
to  arrest  the  flight  6f  the  fugitives.  That  this 
shot  effected  more  than  a  mere  panic  was  attested 
a  short  time  after  by  the  arrival  on  that  spot  of 
four  ambulances,  which  returned  with  their  load 
of  killed  and  wounded. 

Saturday  morning,  a  column  of  the  enemy  be- 
ing seen  crossing  the  street  of  which  the  plank 
road  is  a  prolongation,  a  few  shots  from  the  first 
piece  forced  it  to  take  another  line  of  march,  be- 
hind the  brow  of  the  hills.  But  when  his  heavy 
columns  debouched  from  the  town,  and  were 
marching  across  the  valley,  in  line  of  battle,  to 
attack  our  lines,  the  second  and  third  pieces  were 
the  only  guns  that  could  be  brought  to  bear  on 
them ;  and  so  effectually  did  thev  do  this  that  the 
enemy  brought  forward  immediately,  in  front  of 
the  edge  of  the  town,  eight  pieces,  which  opened 
on  me  so  furiously  that  they  succeeded  in  divert- 
ing my  fire,  but  not  before  I  had  fired  more  than 
two  hundred  rounds.  Their  shots  were  so  well 
directed  that  I  could  only  occasionally  give  around 
to  the  infantry,  whenever  the  opportunity  occurred. 
Wlmt  harm  I  did  them,  their  smoke,  as  well  as 
mine,  prevented  me  from  seeing ;  yet  I  saw  one 
shell  burst  fairly  among  one  of  nis  detachments. 
A  regiment  now  came  forward  to  support  them, 
which  was  driven  back  by  Lieutenant  Mollere's 
section.    It  was  then  that  Captain  Latrobe,  of 


General  Longstreet's  staff,  came  and  suggested ,  hundred  knapsacks ;  one^  hundred  and  forty-J 


the  propriety  of  dislodging  two  or  three  regi- 
ments standing  behind  a  steep  hill,  which  not 
only  protected,  but  also  concealed  them  from 
our  men,  on  whom  they  were  evidently  preparing 
to  make  a  charge.  But  my  ten-pound  Porrott 
could  not  be  brought  to  bear  on  them  without 
taking  it  out  of  the  bastion*;  and  to  do  this 
were  to  meet  almost  certain  death  from  the  guns 
In  front,  which  had  by  this  time  obtained  a  per- 
feet  range.    However,  the  suggestion  was  no 


thick  and  fast  around  them,  they  behwed 
the  calm  courage  which  deserves  the  higas  1^ 
praise.  The  piece  was  loaded  and  fired  with  sn 
precision  that  not  one  shot  was  lost,  but  m 
one  telling  with  frightful  effect.  It  wa  baa) 
for  the  fourth  time,  and  was  ready  to  fire, wink 
was  disabled  Iry  a  shell,  which  broke  i  wheel,  si 
at  the  same  time  wounded  three  men,  (Gonial 
Thomas  Morelli,  whose  skill  as  gnnneresnSs 
too  highly  prized ;  and  cannoneer  Dfturt  Iff- 
blnnc,  whose  foot  has  since  been  awpatotfd,ai 
1\  Perez,  severely  wounded  in  three  difcat 
places.)  But  the  object  was  accomplished;  mb 
fled,  some  were  killed,  and  the  remainder  fai 
not  leave  their  cover.  At  night  the  broken  iW 
was  replaced  and  the  piece  relieved.  Of  tie  fat 
piece,  cannoneers  Adolphe  Grilhe  and  F.Bali 
were  wounded,  the  former  severely  and  the  hfr 
tcr  slightly.  Three  horses  were  tilled  and  t« 
wounded. 

Nothing  worth  mentioning  was  done  on  St> 
day.  At  night  I  was  relieved  by  Captain  Jtf]!a 
after  having  been  in  position  since  Sunday  riffe 
the  first  iiihtant.  My  third  section,  of  «x-p3WH 
guns,  was  not  engaged,  but  on  Sunday  night,  the 
fourteenth  instant,  it  was  ordered  in  front,  is* 
it  is  at  present,  occupying  works  on  the  left  I 

Before  closing  this  report,  I  can  but  resta  ' 
praise  to  Lieutenants  Landry  and  Mollere. for ths 
gallant  conduct,  and  to  my  cannoneers  anddrhn 
Casualties:  one  killed  and  five  wounded; th* 
horses  killed  and  two  wounded. 

Very*  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

V.  Mai-ib, 
Captain,  commanding  DonaldsimvfDe  Artfflay 

REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  K.  TALIAFERRO. 

Headquarters  McLaws's  DmstosJ 
December  29,  SMS.  \ 

Major  J.  M.  Qogyin,  A.  A.  Q. : 

Major  :  I  herewith  transmit  to  vou  a  rep 
of  the  ordnance  stores  captured  bj*  this  comas 
in  the  recent  battles  around  Fredericksburg: 

One  thousand  five  hundred  small  arms;  t 
hundred  thousand  rounds  of  small  arm  raw 
tion ;  four  hundred  sets  of  accoutrements;  th 


cartridge  boxes,  extra ;  six  hundred  and  mot 
five  rounds  twelve-pounder  shell  and  spber 
case;  one  hundred  and  twenty  tvehe^pouo 
shot ;  two  hundred  and  forty  rounds  of  Fat 
shells,  different  calibres ;  two  hundred  thwe-i 
shell,  of  various  kinds. 

A  considerable  proportion  of  tike  shells,  vl 
were  collected  in  the  streets  and  houses,  are  so 
(what  damaged,  but  capable  of  being  again  rendi 
i\t£t\\c&afa\£.  ftV&  vrm*  TCfturafcremeuts 
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he  most  port,  in  good  condition,  and  the 
[  arm  ammunition  uninjured. 
1  am,  sir,  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

£.  Taliaferro, 

Captain,  and  Ordnance  Officer  of  Dirlsion. 

REPORT  OV  CAPTAIN  LEWIS. 

Headquarters  Lewis's  Battery,) 
December  IS,  1802.  f 

dier-  General  Wilcox,  commanding  Brigade  : 
keral  :  I  beg  to  submit  the  following 
;  of  the  part  taken  by  my  battery  in  the 
fought  before  Fredericksburg : 
as  placed  in  position  on  the  hill  immediately 
ite  the  ford  between  Falmouth  and  Freder- 
iTg,  on  the  night  of  the  twenty-third  of 
nber,  and  commenced  throwing  up  earth- 
to  protect  the  guns  and  cannoneers,  which 
completed  before  the  enemy  attempted  to 
the  river. 

Thursday  morning,  the  eleventh  of  Decem- 
ber the  signal  guns  were  fired,  we  were 
*  guns,  ready  for  action,  and  there  remained, 
ut  firing  a  gun,  until  late  in  the  evening, 
I  saw  a  column  of  infantry  (about  two 
ents)  advancing  to  cross  the  upper  pontoon 
?,  when  I  gave  the  command  to  commence 
We  fired  rapidly  for  a  short  time,  driving 
•cond  regiment  back  behind  Lacy's  house. 
Little  later  in  the  day,  we  fired  at  some 
7  and  artillery,  which'  soon  withdrew  from 

I  could  have  fired  much  more,  but  my 
a  were  very  strict  about  wasting  ammuni- 
and  only  fired  when  certain  of  doing  them 
ge.  We  slept  at  our  guns  that  night. 
Friday,  the  twelfth  instant,  we  engaged  at 
as  times  in  firing  at  batteries  crossing  the 

About  three  o'clock  p.m.,  a  column  of 
ij  (about  a  brigade)  came  in  sight.  1 
id  on  them  immediately,  throwing  shell  in 
ead  of  their  column,  scattering  them  and 

them  much  damage,  causing  them  to 
p  their  course,  and  move  back  around 
s  house.  When  we  ceased  firing,  their  am- 
ees  came  after  the  wounded.  I  could,  with 
a,  see  many  dead  lyine  on  the  field  after 
mbulances  had  carried  off  the  wounded, 
m  the  day  I  fired  at  some  cavalry  crossing 
ver  at  the  ford.  Again  their  ambulances 
called  into  use. 

Saturday  I  fired  on  infantry,  cavalry,  and, 
ry,  whenever  they  came  within  easy  range, 
rhat  effect  I  could  not  tell. 
Sunday  I  only  fired  a  few  shots  at  cavalry. 
8unday  night  we  fired  about  four  hundred 
a,  at  which  time  I  waa  relieved  by  a  battery 
iooth-bore  guns,  and  moved  back  to  the 
cm  formerly  occupied  by  Captain  Woolfolk'a 
y,  since  which  time  we  have  remained  quiet, 
n  happy  to  state  that,  although  subjected 
enfilading  fire  of  more  than  twenty  guns, 
some  of  then  their  heaviest,)  our  works, 
h  frequently  atmek,  were  to  strong  that 
passed  through,  but  several  passed  over  the. 
id  through  the  embrasure  into  the  pita.  I 


lost  none  killed,  and  only  two  wounded — Privates 
Hughes,  in  leg  slightly,  and  Hailey,  in  head,  from 
concussion.  One  horse  was  slightly  wounded. 
I  think  we  could  have  done  them  much  more 
damage  but  for  defectiveness  of  ammunition, 
causing  us  to  lay  aside  our  former  experience  of 
artillerists. 
I  have,  General,  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  Lewis, 

Captain,  commanding  Lewie's  Light  Artillery. 

REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  GOVAN. 

Headquarters  Company  n,  > 
Seventeenth  ;* 


DQFARTF.KS  COMPANY  If,  ) 

[Mississippi  Kegimknt, > 
December  31,  l*0vi.  ) 


Colonel  Fizcr,  Seventeenth  Mississippi  Regiment : 
Sitt :  The  Florida  companies  that  reported  to 
me  on  the  eleventh  instant  were  ordered  into 
position  on  my  right '  The  entire  command,  in 
my  opinion,  did  not  constitute  forty  men.  They 
were  ordered  to  conform  to  the  movement  of  the 
command.  The  officer  in  command  of  said  com- 
panies failed  repeatedly  to  obey  my  commands, 
when  ordered  to  fire  on  the  bridge-builders ;  and 
so  silent  was  his  command  that  f  hardly  knew  he 
was  in  position.  His  excuse  for  not  firing  was, 
that  his  position  was  too  much  exposed,  and 
tiring  would  draw  the  fire  of  artillery.  I  was  in- 
formed that  the  officer  was  withdrawing  his  com- 
mand by  two  o'clock.  I  passed  the  order  down 
the  lipe  to  fall  back,  which  was  promptly  obeyed. 
I  am  confident  that  if  any  were  captured  it  was 
from  inefficiency,  and  from  fear  of  being  killed  in 
the  retreat.  The  position  was  held  until  sunset. 
Very  respectfully, 

A.  R.  Govax, 

Captain  Company  B. 

'  REPORT  OF  COLONEL  FIZBR. 

HHADQt'AKTKKR  SkVKNTEKSTII  MlSSISRlPPI  ) 

KKOIMENT,  Si  ear  Fkkpkuicksbuhg,  > 
Lteoeiuber  31,  lbtiJ.  ) 

Lieutenant  John  A.  Barksdale,  A.  A.  A.  General 
Third  Brigade: 

Lieutenant  :  It  becoming  my  duty  to  report 
to  you  the  action  of  the  Eighth  Florida  regiment, 
commanded  by  Captain  Lang,  during  the  engage- 
ment at  Fredericksburg,  December  eleventh,  18(52, 
I  submit  the  following : 

About  five  o'clock  A.  M.  of  the  morning  of  the 
eleventh,  General  Barksdale  came  to  me,  at  the 
ferry  near  Commerce  Street,  accompanied  by 
a  portion  of  the  Eighth  Florida  regiment,  num- 
bering about  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  I  sup- 
pose. He  said  to  me,  "Assist  Captain  Lang, 
commanding,  in  putting  his  battalion  in  position," 
which  I  proceeded  to  do  immediately,  suggesting 
to  Captain  L.  to  place  his  battalion  on  my  left, 
which  could  be  in  point-blank  range  of  the 
enemy,  above  the  bridge  then  being  rapidly  con- 
structed by  them — my  regiment  bearing  on  the 
front  and  from  a  point  below.  Such  disposition 
being  made,  we  easily  swept  the  enemy  from  their 
bridge,  from  above,  below,  and  in  front.  The 
battalion  did  good  service  and  ^taft&j 
while  commanded  by  Captain  lu  Ha  ^ 
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suggestions  with  alacrity,  and  proved  himself  a 
worthy,  gallant,  and  efficient  officer,  but  fell, 
severely  wounded,  about  eleven  o'clock  A.  ic, 
after  which  time  I  received  but  little  aid  from  the 
regiment,  as  it  seemed  troubled  and  in  want  of  a 
commander.  I  am  compelled  to  state  that  a 
certain  lieutenant  (his  name  I  do  not  recollect)  so 
far  forgot  himself  as  to  draw  his  pistol  and 
threaten  to  kill  some  of  my  sharpshooters  if  they 
fired  again,  as  it  would  draw  the  enemy's  fire  on 
the  position.  As  to  the  conduct  of  the  portion 
of  the  regiment  sent  to  reenforce  Captain  Gov  an, 
I  refer  you  to  his  enclosed  report. 

Very  respectfully, 

John  C.  Fizer. 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  commanding  Seventeenth 
Mistfitftsippi  Kcgimoat. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  FIZER. 
Headquarters  Seventeenth  Mississippi  ) 

llUUlMKNT,  NKAU  FKKItRUfCKMIlUllO,  VA.,  > 

December  IV),  lbG2.  ) 

To  John  R.  B&rksdale,  A.  A.  O.  : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  action  of  the  Seventeenth 
regiment  Mississippi  volunteers,  while  defending 
the  passage  of  the  Rappahannock,  opposite  the 
city  of  Fredericksburg,  on  the  morning  of  the 
eleventh  December,  1862: 

Being  ordered  to  the  city  on  picket  duty  on 
the  ninth  instant,  I  was  ordered  to  dispose  of  my 
regiment  so  as  to  guard  the  river  from  the  ferry 
to  a  point  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  below. 
I  promptly  made  such  disposition  as  I  thought 
would  check  the  enemy,  if  he  attempted  to  force 
a  passage  at  or  between  either  point  indicated. 
The  line  of  pickets  consisted  of  two  wings,  the 
right  commanded  by  Captain  A.  G.  Govan,  and  the 
letl  by  Captain  A.  J.  rulliam.  The  reserve  1 
stationed  at  or  near  the  market-house.  About 
eleven  o'clock  P.  M.  of  the  tenth  instant,  you 
ordered  me  to  double  my  pickets,  which  was 
promptly  done,  by  sending  to  the  right  wing 
companies  I  and  K,  and  to  the  left  companies  11 
and  C ;  and,  about  four  o'clock  A.  M.  of  the 
eleventh  instant,  you,  in  person,  ordered  me  with 
my  reserve,  consisting  of  Companies  D,  E,  G,  and 
part  of  F,  to  repair  at  once  to  the  upper  ford,  as 
the  enemy  were  rapidly  putting  in  their  pontoons, 
preparatory  to  crossing.  I  reached  the  point 
as  soon  as  possible,  and,  on  getting  there,  found 
the  enemy  busily  working  on  the  bridge,  having 
extended  it  about  thirty  feet  on  the  water.  On 
reaching  this  point,  I  relieved  Captain  Pulliam, 
and  assumed  command  in  person.  You  having 
left  it  discretionary  with  me  when  to  begin  the 
attack,  I  immediately  made  such  disposition  of 
the  seven  companies  as  I  thought  would  be  most 
effective.  Knowing  there  were  many  families 
occupying  the  houses  on  the  margin  of  the  river, 
I  deemed  it  proper  to  notify  all  the  women  and 
children  of  their  danger,  and  give  them  time  to 
get  from  under  range  of  the  enemy's  guns.  This 
being  accomplished  about  five  A.  M.,  I  ordered  my 
men  to  fire  on  the  bridge-builders,  which  thev 
obeyed  promptly  and  deliberately,  and  I  think 


with  stunning  effect,  the  command  being  ectaJ 
by  Captain  Govan  on  the  right,  in  the  same  sa- 
ner and  with  equal  effect,  causing  the  eoeorb 
throw  down  their  implements  and  quit  their  tod 
in  great  confusion.   After  which  thev  immedut 
ly  opened  a  heavy,  galling,  and  concentrated  fc 
of  musketry  and  artillery  upon  both  wingi  k 
an  hour,  and,  supposing  they  had  driTentufiw 
our  position,  they  again  began  their  work  a  4 
bridges.    But  as  soon  as  we  discovered  tin  i 
work  we  renewed  the  attack,  and  drove  thnjl 
mell  from  the  bridges.    They  made  nine  dap- 
ate  attempts  to  finish  their  bridges,  but  m 
severely  punished  and  promptly  repulsed  it nej 
attempt.   They  used  their  artillery  incfjas^ 
with  a  heavy  detachment  of  sharpshootoi,  ■ 
twelve  hours,  we  holding  our  position  firmly  U 
whole  time,  until  about  half  past  fourP.JL,ib 
they  increased  their  artillery  and  infantry,  udis 
batteries  becoming  so  numerous  and  concenw*. 
we  could  not  use  our  rifles.    Being  depriredrf 
all  protection,  we  were  compelled  tofalbain 
Caroline  Street,  and,  from  there,  were  wksi 
from  town.    Having  to  abandon  myposina,(« 
the  left,)  believing  Captain  Govan  sttUboldiHtfr 
lower  bridge,  and  knowing  the  enemy  to  ■» 
crossed,  I  immediately  despatched  a  couhB* 
notify  him  to  fall  back,  fearing  he  would  be  oka.  | 
lie  rendered  me  very  valuable  assistance,  d  | 
held  his  position  firmly  and  with  great  gattaBJ 
and  unusual  firmness,  supported  by  a  pan  of 
gallant  Eighteenth  Mississippi  regiment, compel 
of  Compunies  A,  I,  and  K.    Lieutenant  RaodS 
deserves  special  notice  for  bis  able  aaufunttti 
Captain  Govan.    I  call  your  attention  eueckfl} 
to  the  gallant  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Ourtfc 
commanding  Company  F.   Much  credit  is  due  t 
Lieutenant  G.  E.  Thurmond,  Company  B,  ads 
adjutant,  for  his  promptness,  coolness,  andd 
ciency,  in  face  of  danger.  Lieutenant  Sweeney,  < 
Company  D,  deserves  much  credit  for  promote 
and  efficiency.    Captain  G.  It.  Cherry,  wok 
gallant  company,  stood  the  shot  and  shell  1 
veterans,  as  did  the  commands  of  Captains  I 
liara  and  Middleton  and  Lieutenants  ration « 
Lindly.   I  cannot  close  without  according 
Wm.  C.  Nelson,  private  of  Company  G,theS 
est  praise  for  his  services  as  courier,  bearing 
spatches  when  shot  and  shell  fell  thickest 
fastest.   Much  credit  is  also  due  to  Private  C 
Johnson,  Company  F,  for  his  valuable  sen 
as  courier.   First  Lieutenant  Jonaa  B.  Clay 
Company  G,  quit  his  post,  severely  wow 
about  three  o'clock  P.  ML,  after  having  done  1 
able  service  with  his  gallant  company.  Col 
Carter,  of  the  Thirteenth  Mississippi  regis 
furnished  me  with  ten  valuable  anarnthoo 
which  rendered  valuable  service. 

Very  respectfully, 

John  C  Fske, 

Lieutenant-Colonel,       asmting  Seraa* 
Regiment  JOsstsslppl  Volutcen 

P.  8.  The  casualties  in  the  regiment  di 
the  engagement  were  one  hundred  and  an 

killed,  wounded,  and  missing. 
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T  OP  LIEUTENANT-COLONEL  RICE. 

Headquarters  Third  Battalion  > 
South  Carolina  Infantry,  > 
December  22,  1802.  ) 

N:  On  Saturday  morning,  thirteenth 
le  Third  battalion,  Kershaw's  brigade 
division,  South  Carolina  infantry,  wat 
y  Brigadier-General  Kershaw  to  change 
rom  that  first  assigned  to  it,  to  the  mil 
est  south  of  Fredericksburg,  there  t< 
gap  in  the  railroad  embankment,  and 
a  passage  by  the  enemy.  The  order  wat 
ely  executed ;  but  the  enemy  failing  to 
appearance  at  or  near  the  gap,  the  oat* 
s  not  actively  engaged  in  the  battle  of 
;enth  instant.  This  position  was  held 
ttalion  until  the  night  of  the  sixteenth 
rhen  it  was  ordered  on  picket  guard, 
•day  morning,  while  marching  to  the 
ate  A.  \V.  Anderson,  Company  A,  wat 
founded  in  the  head  by  a  shell  from  the 
uns.  On  Tuesday,  the  sixteenth  instant, 
Vesley  Bryant,  Company  E,  was  killed 
nent  of  shelL 

ove  report  of  the  whereabouts  of  the 
talion  South  Carolina  infantry,  during 
of  the  thirteenth  instant,  is  respectfully 

four  obedient  servant, 

W.  G.  Rice, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Third  Battalion  Soutl 
Carolina  Infantry. 

OF  LIEUTENANT-COLONEL  BLAND. 

ters  Seventh  South  Carolina  Rk«i- 
trr,  Camp  near  Fredericksburg, 
December  19, 

I  C.  Holmes^  A.  A.  G.  : 
have  the  honor  to  report  that,  upor 
ie  signal  guns,  on  the  morning  of  the 
nstant,  I  formed  my  regiment,  about 
ck,  and  marched  to  the  position  as- 
in  line,  on  the  hill  to  the  right  of  the 
road  and  left  of  Captain  -Read's  bat 
eployed  forward  the  flank  companies, 
ed  and  fifty  yards,  to  a  ditch  in  rear  of 
on  the  edge  of  the  open  plain.  This) 
e  occupied  during  the  bombardment  of 
Tossing  the  river  by  the  enemy.  At 
wk  P.  M.  on  the  twelfth,  I  received  or- 
seupy,  with  the  regiment,  the  ground 
or  line  of  skirmishers  and  open  rifle- 
l  the  night,  advancing  my  skirmishers 
en  field  in  front  The  rifle-pits  were 
id  occupied  by  eight  o'clock  A.  M.  of 
rath,  (Saturday.)  About  ten  o'clock 
memy  advanced  and  attacked  the  posi- 
by  General  Cobb's  brigade,  of  which 
it  we  were  quiet  spectators,  until  one 
M.,  when  I  reeved  orders,  with  the 
nents  of  the  brigade,  to  reenforce  Gen* 
I  moved  by  the  left  flank,  in  rear  of 
South  Carolina  regiment,  down  the 
road  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  J 
to  the  left,  across  Hazel  Run,  up  the 
it  of  Colonel  Walton's  battery,  to  the/ 
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hill  in  rear  of  the  Marye  house,  where  I  met  Lieu- 
tenant Doby,  of  General  Kershaw's  staff,  who  or) 
dered  me  to  form  the  regiment  in  rear  of  Colonel 
Nance's  Third  South  Carolina,  which  was  on  the 
left  and  upon  a  line  with  the  Marye  house. 
Immediately  after  I  formed  line,  with  the  Fifteenth 
South  Carolina  filed  in  my  rear.  At  this  time  I 
lost  several  of  my  officers  and  men  wounded  by 
fragments  of  shell ;  among  them  Captains  Roper 
and  Hudgens  and  Lieutenant  Lovelace.  In 
about  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  I  was  called 
upon  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Fifteenth 
North  Carolina  regiment  to  reenforce  him.  I  at 
once  moved  by  the  right  flank  into  his  position, 
which  was  to  the  rignt  and  front  of  the  Marye 
house,  my  three  left  companies  being  in  front  of 
the  house.  The  position  was  a  good  one,  with 
the  crest  of  the  hill  just  in  our  front,  at  which 
point  it  descended  rapidly  towards  the  enemy. 
About  seventy  yards  below,  and  in  front  of  us, 
was  the  Telegraph  road,  with  a  stone  wall  or 
fence  on  the  enemy's  side,  behind  which  rested 
three  regiments  of  Cobb's  brigade,  and  the 
Second  and  Eighth  South  Carolina  regiments, 
the  two  latter  having  just  reenforced  them.  The 
knoll  in  my  front  rendered  it  impossible  for  us  to 
injure  our  friends,  but  placed  us  in  fine  range  of 
our  enemies.  We  would  load  and  advance  to 
fire,  and  then  fall  back  to  reload.  My  right  flank 
i  was  exposed,  by  a  slight  depression  in  the  hill,  to 
:  an  oblique  fire  from  the  enemy,  which  was  taken 
advantage  of.  Hence  the  greater  loss  in  the 
i  right  wing.  We  continued  in  the  engagement 
until  night,  when  the  final  charge  was  made  and 
the  enemy  repulsed.  My  officers  and  men  be- 
haved as  became  South  Carolinians  and  soldiers 
of  Kershaw's  brigade.  I  received  valuable  as- 
sistance from  Major  J.  S.  Hard  and  Adjutant 
Carwill,  of  this  regiment,  and  Lieutenant  l)oby, 
of  General  Kershaw's  staff,  whose  gallant  conduct 
cannot  be  too  highly  spoken  of.  After  night,  I 
relieved,  by  order,  Phillips's  legion,  of  General 
Cobb's  brigade,  which  was  behind  the  stone  fence 
before  mentioned,  in  my  late  front.  We  held 
this  position,  with  the  wings  doubled,  occasional- 
ly exchanging  shots  with  the  enemy,  until  Tues- 
day morning,  tenth  instant,  when  I  was  ordered 
into  the  city  on  picket  duty.  We  were  relieved 
by  one  of  General  Barksdale's  regiments,  at  seven 
o  clock  P.  M.,  and  marched  back  to  camp,  having 
been  absent  six  days  and  five  nights.  Drs. 
Shine  and  Carlisle  displayed  their  usual  skill  and 
energy  in  caring  for  the  wounded.  My  loss  was 
four  killed  and  fifty-seven  wounded.  Most  of 
the  wounds  are  slight. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Elbert  Bland, 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  commanding  Seventh 
South  Carolina  Regiment. 

REPORT  OF  MAJOR  MOODY. 

B.  O.  Humphreys,  Colonel  commanding  Tioenty- 
First  Regiment  Mississippi  Vols. : 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  order,  on  the 
morning  of  the  eleventh  December  \  tooV  com- 
mand of  the  right  wing  of  \ta  ¥our\fcv  le^gasftrox* 


146 


EEBELLION  RECORD,  1862-64. 


composed  of  the  following  companies :  Company 
A,  Lieutenant  Walcott ;  Company  C,  Lieutenant 
Longsfield ;  Company  H,  Lieutenant  Brien ;  Com- 
pany F,  Captain  Fitzgerald ;  Company  G,  Cap- 
tain Dudley ;  and  moved  to  the  support  of  Cap- 
tain Govan,  of  the  Seventeenth  Mississippi 
regiment,  who  was  holding  the  enemy  in  check 
at  the  bridge,  at  the  lower  portion  of  the  town. 
Immediately  upon  arriving  I  ordered  company  G 
to  his  support,  but  found  that  he  had  all  the  men 
he  could  use  to  advantage. 

This  wing  remained  in  line  in  the  road,  about 
one  hundred  yards  in  the  rear  of  Captain  Govan's 
position,  unprotected,  from  A.  M.  to  P.  M.  The 
dense  fog,  which  had  before  concealed  us  from 
the  enemy,  then  cleared,  and  they  concentrated 
their  fire  upon  this  wing.  I  immediately  ordered 
the  command  to  retire  about  three  hundred 
yards,  out  of  range  of  the  enemy's  fire.  About 
four  p.  M.  Captain  Govan  sent  to  me  for  assist- 
ance. I  ordered  forward  Companies  C  and  F, 
which  order  was  obeyed  with  promptness.  In 
the  mean  time,  Captain  Govan  received  orders 
from  General  Barksdale  to  retire.  I  then  took 
position  on  the  railroad,  a  short  distance  in  the 
rear,  leaving  two  companies  at  the  deep  cut  on 
the  road,  and  the  other  three  I  stationed  near  the 
Telegraph  road,  within  supporting  distance,  and 
remained  in  this  position  until  ordered  by  you, 
about  ten  P.  M.,  to  return  to  camp.  You,  sir, 
have  every  reason  to  be  proud  of  this  wing. 
From  six  a.  m.  to  one  P.  M.  they  were  exposed  to 
the  hottest  fire  I  ever  witnessed,  and  I  saw  no 
disposition  on  the  part  of  officers  or  men  to  move 
from  their  position  until  ordered.  Captain  Govan 
and  the  brave  men  of  his  command  are  deserving 
of  the  highest  praise.  Up  to  the  time  he  was 
ordered  to  leave  his  position,  the  enemy  had  not 
succeeded  in  laying  a  plank.  Braver  officers  and 
men  than  Captain  Govan  and  his  command  can- 
not be  found.  The  following  is  a  correct  list  of 
the  killed  and  wounded  of  the  right  wing :  Com- 
pany A,  one  killed,  two  wounded ;  Company  C, 
four  wounded;  Company  H,  six  killed,  three 
wounded  ;  Company  F,  four  wounded;  Company 
G,  two  killed,  five  wounded.  Total,  nine  killed, 
eighteen  wounded,  and  three  missing. 
I  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  W.  Moody, 

Major  Twenty-First  Regiment  Mississippi  Volunteers. 

REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  NANCE,  COMMANDING 
REGIMENT. 

Headquarters  Third  South  Carolina  j 
Regiment,  December  20,  1MZ.  ) 

Captain  C.  B.  Holmes,  A.  A.  O. : 

Sir  :  As  senior  officer  in  command  of  the  Third 
South  Carolina  regiment,  the  duty  devolves  upon 
me  to  detail  the  operations  of  the  same  in  the 
recent  engagement  at  Fredericksburg,  Virginia. 
The  regiment  was  aroused  about  five  o'clock  a.  M. 
on  Thursday,  the  eleventh  instant,  by  the  firing 
of  the  signal  guns ;  and  soon  afterwards  a  courier 
from  Brigadier-General  Kershaw  notified  the 
Colonel  commanding  that  the  enemy  were  at- 
tempting  to  cross  the  Rappahannock  River,  oppo- 


site Fredericksburg,  and  ordered  me  to  occopy 
its  place  in  the  line  of  battle,  previously  dea*- 
nated.  Accordingly,  the  regiment  was  put  a 
motion,  and,  about  six  o'clock  A.  M„  was  pat  at 
position  on  the  hill  on  the  right  of  the  Telegrspk 
road,  and  on  the  left  of  Captain  Keid's  battery, 
with  the  Seventh  South  Carolina  volunteers,  coo- 
manded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bland*  on  m 
right,  and  the  Second  South  Carolina  rolunte* 
regiment,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  John  IX 
Kennedy,  on  our  left.  Two  companies  of  skit 
mishers,  (Captain  Hance's  company,  A,  of  rifle*) 
and  Captain  Nance's  company,  E,  rifles,  were  de» 
ployed  so  as  to  cover  the  front  of  our  regimes!, 
and  placed  in  the  ditch  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  oc- 
cupied by  the  regiments.  The  orders  given  these 
company  commanders  were  to  hold  their  posi- 
tions as  long  as  possible,  and,  when  compelled,  U 
fall  back  upon  the  regiments. 

Thursday  and  Friday  witnessed  no  advance  by 
the  enemy  upon  our  immediate  lines.  On  Friday 
night,  the  line  of  battle  was  changed  from  tie 
top  of  the  hill  to  its  base,  the  regiments  occupy- 
ing the  position  previously  held  by  the  tt© 
companies  of  skirmishers.  This  position  vss 
strengthened,  during  the  night,  by  digging  pits 
and  throwing  up  earthen  breastworks. 

On  Saturday  morning,  the  thirteenth  instant 
the  enemy  opened  fire  upon  the  right  and  left  of 
our  lines,  at  about  nine  o'clock.  About  ten  min- 
utes 'before  one  o'clock  P.  M.  Colonel  Nance  re- 
ceived an  order  from  Brigadier-General  Kershaw 
to  extend  his  lines  so  as  to  occupy  the  works  of 
the  Second  South  Carolina  regiment  on  our  left. 
This  order  was  subsequently  revoked,  upon  the 
information  that  Colonel  Kennedy  had  left  s 
company  to  do  this.  About  fifteen  minutes  after 
two  o'clock  p.  M.  a  verbal  order  was  extended  by 
Brigadier-General  Kershaw,  ordering  CoJoad 
Nance  to  move  his  command,  by  the  way  be 
would  designate,  to  the  support  of  BrigadieT-Geo- 
erai  T.  R.  R.  Cobb's  command.  The  regiment 
was  accordingly  moved  down  the  earthworks  into 
the  Telegraph  road,  then  down  the  Telegraph 

road  near  the  mill  on  Creek,  and  then  ep 

the  newly-made  road  to  the  top  of  the  hill  jnst  is 
rear  of  the  cemetery,  and  from  that  point  acmts 
the  field  in  the  rear  of  Marve's  house,  where 
Brigadier-General  Kershaw  ordered,  through  Mi- 
jor  Gaillard,  of  the  Second  South  Carolina  regi- 
ment, that  the  regiment  should  form  in  line  of 
battle  and  advance  on  a  line  with  the  Second 
South  Carolina  regiment  An  order  was  received 
through  Lieutenant  A.  E.  Doby,  aid-de-camp,  to 
the  effect  that  our  right  should  rest  upon  Marjri 
house.  Soon  after,  Lieutenant  A.  £.  Doby,  sad- 
de-camp,  insisted  that  the  enemy  should  not  be 
allowed  to  gain  possession  of  Marve's  house,  and, 
although  only  six  companies  on  the  line,  Colossi 
Nance  promptly  brought  the  line  forward  At 
the  regiment  reached  the  position,  on  a  line  wftft 
the  front  of  Marye's  house,  it  was  exposed  to  a 
most  murderous  fire  from  the  enemy,  plainly 
visible  from  that  point  The  line  was  orfered  to 
move  across  the  chain  fence.  The  remaining 
\toux  com^anifc*  \*aii  ynned  the  sdTSi* 
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ing  line,  and  the  ranks  made  complete.  When 
he  line  reached  the  top  of  the  bill,  the  order  to 
ire  was  given,  and  the  effects  must  have  been 
errible,  as  the  shots  were  delivered  coolly  and 
rith  an  evident  intention  to  kill.  About  this 
ime,  Colonel  James  D.  Nance  fell,  wounded  in 
be  thigh.  Not  long  afterwards,  Lieutenant-Col- 
nel  William  D.  Rutherford  fell,  shot  through  the 
Eght  side,  and  not  long  afterwards,  Major  Robert 
!.  Maffet  was  disabled  by  a  ball  through  his  arm. 
[ere,  too,  Captain  Rutherford  P.  Todd,  who  was 
cting  as  a  field  officer,  was  disabled  by  a  ball  in 
El  artery  of  the  right  arm.  Colonel  James  D. 
fence,  while  lying  down  wounded,  suggested  to 
Saptain  William  W.  Hance,  then  commanding, 
bat  it  would  be  better  to  move  the  regiment  back 
few  paces  into  a  road,  parallel  to  the  line  of 
attle,  leading  from  the  Marye  house  to  a  street 
n  our  left,  perpendicular  to  our  line  of  battle. 
VTiilst  occupying  this  position,  a  vigorous  and 
rell-directed  fire  was  kept  up  on  tne  various 
ines,  whenever  they  attempted  to  advance  or 
atposed  themselves.  Sharpshooters,  posted  about 
be  Marye  house,  dealt  constant  and  well-directed 
Ire  upon  the  enemy.  Captains  William  W.  Hance 
nd  John  C.  Summer  both  fell,  while  in  command 
if  the  regiment,  the  former  having  his  leg  bad- 

L shattered,  the  latter  killed  by  a  grape-shot 
ough  the  head.  The  command  then  devolved 
ipon  myself,  being  the  senior  officer  present. 
Cbout  six  o'clock  P.  M.,  Lieutenant  A.  E.  Doby, 
iid«de-camp,  delivered  an  order  to  move  the  regi- 
nent  about  a  hundred  yards  beyond  our  position 
it  the  Marye  house,  and  behind  a  stone  fence, 
jonnecting  with  the  left  of  the  position  of  Phil- 
ips's  legion.  Soon  afterwards  an  order  came, 
through  Captain  C.  R.  Holmes,  assistant  adjutant- 
general,  to  throw  forward  skirmishers,  covering 
the  line  of  the  regiment  Accordingly,  First 
lieutenant  R.  H.  Wright,  commanding  Company 
B,  was  sent  forward,  and,  as  his  command  drew 
near  some  dwelling-houses,  just  in  front  of  the 
regiment,  he  was  fired  upon  by  the  enemy's 
sharpshooters,  posted  in  the  houses.  Under 
these  circumstances,  and  the  further  fact  that 
night  was  upon  us,  the  line  of  skirmishers  were 
drawn  back  some  considerable  distance.  About 
■even  o'clock,  Brigadier-General  Kemper,  with 
two  hundred  and  nmety  men  from  his  command, 
by  the  order  of  Major-General  Ransom,  relieved 
this  command  of  its  position  in  the  immediate 
front,  and  by  the  order  of  Brigadier-General  Ker- 
shaw, convened  through  Adjutant  G.  J.  Pope,  the 
regiment  was  moved  back  over  the  hill  occupied 

by  our  batteries,  near  the  mill  on  the  Creek, 

where  the  Third  South  Carolina  battalion,  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Rice,  was  posted, 
and  there  remained  until  the  night  of  the  fifteenth 
instant,  when,  under  orders  received  from  Brig- 
adier-General Kershaw,  the  regiment  was  marched 
back  into  its  former  camp. 

I  cannot  refrain  from  complimenting  the  com- 
■umd  at  the  dauntless  spirit  and  bravery  dis- 
played throughout  by  the  officers  and  men.  All 
■eemed  to  realize  the  call  made  upon- them,  and 
none  failed  to  rmpoad.  , 


The  fire  the  regiment  was  called  upon  to  sus- 
tain was  certainly  not  surpassed  by  that  at  Sav- 
age Station,  Maryland  Heights,  and  Sharpsburg. 
The  command  suffered  severely  in  killed  and 
wounded,  as  the  accompanying  list  will  show. 
There  were  twenty-five  killed  and  one  hundred 
and  forty-two  wounded  ;  total  loss,  one  hundred 
and  sixty-seven. 

Strength  —  Thirty-six  commissioned  officers, 
three  hundred  and  sixty-four  enlisted  men ;  total, 
four  hundred. 

Respectfully, 

J.  K.  Nance, 

Captain,  commanding  Third  South  Carolina  Regiment. 

REPORT  OP  LIEUTENANT-COLONEL  LU8E. 

Camp  Barksdale's  Brigade,  near  Fredericks-  ) 
BURG,  Va.,  December  10,  1862.  \ 

General  Barksdale : 

Sir  :  It  becomes  my  duty  to  report  to  you  the 
action  of  the  Eighteenth  Mississippi  regiment  in 
the  late  battle  of  Fredericksburg : 

The  night  of  the  tenth  instant  the  regiment 
picketed  the  river  for  about  half  a  mile  above, 
and  a  quarter  of  a  mile  below,  the  mouth  of  Deep 
Run ;  that  portion  of  the  regiment  not  on  post 
being  encamped  at  Mrs.  Ferneyhough's  house,  on 
the  river  road.  About  midnight  I  received  or- 
ders from  you  to  double  my  pickets,  which  was 
immediately  done.  Between  this  time  and  day- 
light I  received  information  from  my  pickets  that 
the  enemy  were  preparing  to  throw  a  pontoon 
bridge  across  the  river,  opposite  the  lower  post, 
above  the  mouth  of  Deep  Run.  You,  being 
present  at  the  time,  ordered  me  to  send  three 
companies  to  support  Captain  Oovan,  of  the 
Seventeenth  Mississippi  regiment,  above,  and  to 
take  the  rest  of  my  command  to  the  river,  to 
guard  the  point  at  which  it  was  reported  the 
enemy  were  constructing  the  bridge,  opposite  my 
line.  This  was  done  at  once.  I  went  myself  to 
examine  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  and  heard 
them  throw  in  the  first  boat,  about  half  an  hour 
before  day.  Judging  them  to  be  within  easy 
range  of  the  mouth  of  Deep  Run,  I  lined  the 
banks  with  sharpshooters,  in  addition  to  the  pick- 
ets. Their  boats  were  thrown  in  with  great 
rapidity  from  this  time  until  daylight,  when  I 
discovered  that  the  boats  had  been  floated  down 
the  river  several  hundred  yards,  making  the  place 
of  crossing  below  and  out  of  range  from  Deep 
Run.  I  immediately  ordered  my  two  companies 
of  sharpshooters  down  to  the  crossing,  to  open  fire 
on  the  enemy  simultaneously  with  the  pickets  in 
their  front,  and  moved  up  with  the  rest  of  the 
regiment,  getting  in  position  and  removing  a  pal- 
ing fence  just  as  the  fire  was  opened  in  front. 
The  enemy  were  driven  from  the  bridge,  and 
their  supports  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river 
broke  ranks,  and  were  with  difficulty  rallied.  Hav- 
ing accomplished  this,  pickets  were  posted  near 
enough  to  watch  the  further  movement  of  the 
enemy,  with  two  companies  concealed  very  near 
the  crossing  to  resist  any  further  work  on  the 
bridge  or  attempt  to  crow  \t,  qua  wm^wg  re- 
maining on  the  upper  tide  ot  Dee^Ttax&Vi  ^wt 
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order.  The  remaining  four  companies  of  the 
regiment  I  placed  in  the  ravine  in  front  of  the 
crossing,  posting  one  where  the  river  road  crosses 
Deep  Run,  to  guard  the  point  against  any  sudden 
move  of  the  enemy.  The  companies,  thus  sta- 
tioned, remained  in  the  position  above  described 
until  about  noon,  when  two  regiments  came  to 
reenforce  me,  one  forming  on  my  right,  the  other 
on  my  left.  The  ground  which  three  of  my  com- 
panies occupied  being  embraced  in  the  positions 
of  the  above-mentioned  regiments,  I  brought  them 
in,  and  remained  in  position  to  resist  the  crossing 
or  advance  of  the  enemy  until  half  past  three  P.  M., 
when  Colonel  De  Saussure,  commanding  the  re- 
enforcements  sent  me,  communicated  to  me  an 
order  from  General  Kershaw  to  fall  back  to  the 
river  road,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards 
to  our  rear,  leaving  one  company,  (C,)  Captain 
CasselPs,  in  the  ravine,  with  instructions  to  fire  on 
the  enemy  as  he  advanced.  This  order  was  ex- 
ecuted. The  enemy  crossed  in  our  front  between 
sundown  and  dark,  and,  advancing  his  skirmish- 
ers, encountered  Captain  CasselPs  company,  who 
fired  on  them  and  retired,  in  obedience  to  their 
instructions. 

It  is  but  just  to  state  that  ail  the  above 
movements,  after  daylight,  were  performed  under 
a  destructive  fire  of  the  numerous  guns  of  the 
enemy  posted  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river, 
and  that  all  the  dangerous  duties  assigned  them 
were  performed,  by  officers  and  men,  with  the 
steadiness  of  veterans. 

I  am,  General,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Luse, 

Lieutenant  Colonel,  commanding  Eighteenth 
Mississippi  Regiment. 

REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  ST ACKnOUSE,  COMMAND. 
ING  REGIMENT. 

Regimental  Quarters,  Eighth  Sotrrn  Carolina  ) 
Regiment,  December  19, 18C2.  j 

Brigadier-General  Kershaw: 

Gexeral:  In  obedience  to  orders  contained 
in  circular  of  this  date,  requiring  the  commanders 
of  regiments,  battalions,  and  batteries,  to  make 
reports  of  the  engagements  of  their  commands  in 
the  late  action  in  front  of  Fredericksburg,  I  sub- 
mit the  following  report : 

On  the  morning  of  the  eleventh  December  in- 
stant, on  hearing  the  signal  guns,  I  formed  my 
regiment,  and,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  formed 
my  command  on  your  left,  occupying  a  good  po- 
sition on  the  Telegraph  road,  at  the  point  where 
the  open  sands  connect  with  the  woods. 

I  kept  this  position,  with  but  little  change,  till 
one  o'clock  p.  M.  on  the  thirteenth,  when,  in 
obedience  to  your  order,  I  moved  my  command, 
left  in  front,  following  Colonel  Kennedy's  (Second) 
regiment,  by  a  tortuous  and  difficult  way,  to  the 
open  sand  on  Marye's  HilL  As  soon  as  we 
reached  the  open  space  on  the  hill,  by  order  of 
Colonel  Kennedy,  I  formed  my  command  on  his 
right.  The  two  commands  were  then,  by  order 
of  Colonel  Kennedy,  moved  rapidly  to  the  front. 
On  reaching  the  crest  of  the  hill  in  front,  (my 


right  resting  on  a  line  with  the  cemetery,)  ve 
came  to  troops  lying  on  the  ground  and  firing  to 
the  front  Believing  this  to  be  a  portion  of  Gav 
eral  Cobb's  brigade  who  had  been  driven  km 
their  position,  I  halted  my  command,  and  went 
myself  to  the  front,  to  get  a  view  of  the  road  k 
front  of  Marye's  Hill.  Finding  General  CoWi 
brigade  in  position  in  the  road,  1  caused  my  com- 
mand to  cease  firing,  (they  had,  without  orden, 
opened  fire  on  the  advancing  Yankee  lines,)  mi 
moved  it  rapidly  to  the  road.  I  formed  it  on  the 
Twenty-fourth  Georgia  regiment,  then  in  postm 
behind  the  stone  fence.  Without  much  change, 
we  kept  this  position  till  the  evening  of  the  six- 
teenth. By  your  order  I  was  permitted  to  fbm 
my  command  in  four  ranks  on  Colonel  De  San- 
sure's  (Fifteenth)  regiment,  mv  right  resting  oa 
the  Twenty-fourth  Georgia  regiment  till  the  era- 
ing  of  the  fourteenth,  when  that  regiment  vn 
relieved  by  the  Tenth  Georgia  regiment  of  General 
Semmes'8  brigade. 

On  the  evening  of  the  thirteenth,  the  eoeoj 
attempted  several  times  to  advance  on  our  por- 
tion, but  succeeded  only  in  reaching  a  defile,  two 
hundred  yards  in  front,  which  concealed  them 
from  view  from  our  position.  Notwithstanding 
the  long  range,  I  believe  we  did  the  enemy  mod 
injury  on  his  march  to  the  defile  above  alluded ta 
On  the  fourteenth,  we  confined  our  fire  to  sM 
parties  of  the  enemy. 

On  the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth,  I  have  little  of 
interest  to  record  in  connection  with  my  conv 
mand. 

I  was  much  pleased  with  the  conduct  of  my 
command.  For  casualties,  I  beg  leave  to  refer 
you  to  report  made  yesterday.  Of  the  thirtY-aw 
killed  and  disabled,  we  lost  twenty-eight  in  reach- 
ing our  position. 
I  am,  General,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  T.  Stackhouse, 

Captain,  commanding  Eighth  South  Carolina  Regimes! 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  DE  SAUSSURE. 

Headquarters  Fifteenth  Regimftti 
South  Carolina  Volunteers,  > 
December  20, 1882.  ) 

Captain  C.  B.  Holmes,  Assistant  Adjutant  OtSr 

eral : 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  instructions  from 
headquarters,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  on 
Saturday  morning,  the  eleventh  instant,  the 
Fifteenth  regiment  South  Carolina  volunteer! 
moved  down  the  Bowling  Green  road  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  picket  at  the  Fernevhough  farm,  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Luse,  Eighteenth 
Mississippi,  and  was  formed  on  the  right,  upon 
the  edge  of  Deep  Run,  in  front  of  the  road,  with 
the  Sixteenth  Georgia,  Colonel  Bryan,  on  the  left 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Luse.  The  command  re- 
mained in  that  position,  with  three  companies 
thrown  forward  towards  the  river  aa  skirmishers, 
until  ordered  to  retire  to  the  Bowling  Green  road 
by  General  Kershaw,  late  in  the  day.  The 
regiment  remained  on  picket  all  night,  until  fiw 
\  o'clock  K.K.,^Tuta<j  mwcdxv^when,  by  order  of 


DOCUMENTS. 


149 


tr-Gen*ral  McLaws,  it  resumed  its  proper 
ion  in  line. 

i  Saturday  the  thirteenth  instant,  the  regi- 
;  marched  off  by  the  left  flank,  with  the  rest 
ie  brigade,  to  the  support  of  General  Cobb's 
tde,  under  Marye's  Hill.    Passing  to  the 

of  the  batteries,  the  regiment  halted,  and 
own  in  line  of  battle,  in  rear  of  the  Marye 
e,  until,  by  an  order  extended  through  As- 
at  Adjutant-General  Holmes,  it  was  marched 
s  the  hill,  under  a  heavy  fire,  to  the  rear  of 
jemetery,  as  a  support  to  Colonel  Walton's 
ries.  Later  in  the  evening  the  regiment 
marched  down  to  the  stone  wall,  on  the  road 
w  Marye's  Hill,  to  the  support  of  the  Second 
lina  regiment,  and  there  remained  until  the 
lation  of  the  city  of  Fredericksburg  by  the 
ly,  the  night  of  the  fifteenth  instant 
ie  conduct  of  the  officers  and  privates  of  the 
lent  throughout  the  entire  five  days,  from 
leventh  to  the  sixteenth  December,  was  such 

meet  with  my  unqualified  approbation, 
rould  respectfully  bring  to  tne  notice  of  the 
tdier-General  the  services  of  the  staff  officers 
lly  engaged :  Adjutant  James  M.  Davis,  for 
gallant  and  prompt  execution  of  all  orders 
ided  by  him  ;  Surgeon  James  and  Assistant- 
son  Wallace  ;  also  the  Rev.  H.  B.  McCallum, 
ain  of  the  regiment,  for  their  skilful  and 
lous  attention  to  the  wounded ;  and  Ord- 
j  Sergeant  R.  W.  Boyd,  for  his  prompt 
tion  to  the  duties  of  his  department, 
e  regiment  went  into  action  with  twenty- 
t  commissioned  officers  and  three  hundred 
leventy-seven  enlisted  men;  and  had  two 
tissioned  officers  (Lieutenants  Barron  and 
ick)  wounded,  one  sergeant  and  one  private 
and  fifty-two  enlisted  men  wounded,  of 
i  a  tabular  statement  has  been  heretofore 
shed. 

Etespectfully  submitted. 

W.  D.  De  Saussure, 
mel  Fifteenth  Regiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  NANCE. 

Richmond,  December  24, 18G2. 
rin  C.  B.  Holmes t  A.  A.  G„: 
l :  Early  in  the  morning  of  the  thirteenth 
it,  I  took  my  position  in  line  of  battle  just 
i  right  of  the  Telegraph  road,  as  you  approach 
aricksburg,  and  immediately  at  the  root  of 
irat  range  of  hills  from  the  river.  Except 
slight  shelling,  which  annoyed  us  and 
ded  one  or  more  of  my  men,  nothing  of 
d  interest  occurred  to  us  until  about  two 

when,  by  command  of  Brigadier-General 
iawf  I  moved,  by  the  left,  out  of  some 
tworks  which  I  had  thrown  up  the  night 
et  down  the  Telegraph  road  five  or  six  hun- 
yards,  filed  to  the  left,  and,  crossing  the 
D  running  by  its  side,  took  the  road  leading 
the  high  hill  on  the  left  of  the  Telegraph 

and  into  the  epen  field  behind  Marye's 
w  When  within  five  or  six  hundred  yards 
m  house,  Lieutenant  Doby,  A.  D.  C,  deliv- 
to  me  an  order  to  form  my  regiment  and  < 


move  forward  and  occupy  the  crest  of  the  hill  at 
Marye's  house,  with  my  right  resting  at  the  house. 
I  immediately  began  to  close  up  my  regiment  to 
execute  the  order,  when  Major  Gaillard  rode  up, 
and,  speaking  for  Brigadier-General  Kershaw, 
extended  substantially  the  same  order,  and,  at 
my  rehuest,  gave  me  the  direction  of  the  crest 
which  I  was  to  occupy,  so  that  I  could  form 
parallel  to  it  before  advancing.  The  regiment 
was  considerably  strung  out  in  the  flank  move- 
ment made  in  coming  to  this  point,  and  while 
waiting  for  it  to  close  up,  Lieutenant  Doby,  A. 
D.  C,  came  to  me,  telling  me  to  hurry  up,  and 
represented  to  me  that  Marye's  house  was  in  dan- 
ger of  being  possessed  by  the  enemy.  Seeing 
the  importance  of  the  point,  and  thus  having  my 
fears  tor  its  safety  excited,  I  advanced  at  once 
with  that  portion  of  my  regiment  which  was 
formed,  and  left  my  adjutant,  Lieutenant  G.  J. 
Pope,  to  bring  the  other  companies  forward,  as 
soon  as  they  formed.  When  we  reached  the 
neighborhood  of  Marye's  house  a  severe  fire  was 
opened  upon  us ;  but  we  steadily  advanced  to 
the  crest  of  the  hill,  when  my  men  lay  down 
and  opened  fire  on  the  enemy,  who  were  in  the 
flat  in  our  front  By  this  time  their  fire  was 
strongly  directed  against  us.  The.  other  com- 
panies of  my  regiment  came  up  immediately  after 
we  became  engaged.  I  went  to  the  right  to  see 
that  they  were  put  in  proper  position,  and  was 
shot  down,  a  minie  ball  entenng  my  left  thi^h 
just  to  the  right  and  above  my  knee,  while  dis- 
charging this  duty.  At  that  time  I  declined  to 
be  moved,  but  continued  to  direct  and  encourage 
the  men,  who  were  already  doing  manfully.  I 
soon  saw,  however,  that  we  were  too  much  ex- 
posed, and  that  we  were  contending  at  disadvan- 
tage, owing  to  the  fact  that  we  were  engaged  at 
a  great  distance,  and  the  enemy's  guns  were  of 
superior  range.  Having  been  moved  back  to 
Marye's  house,  I  sent  word  to  the  officer  in  com- 
mand to  withdraw  far  enough  to  get  shelter 
behind  the  crest  of  the  hill,  without  retiring  too 
far  to  deliver  an  effective  fire.  Accordingly 
Major  Maffett,  then  commanding,  withdrew  to  the 
road  running  beside  the  river  fence,  in  Marye's 
yard,  where,  I  believe,  the  regiment  held  its  posi- 
tion, and  continued  its  fire  until  the  close  or  the 
battle.  Afterwards  I  sent  directions  to  the  offi- 
cer commanding  to  send  a  detail  after  ammunition. 
He  did  so,  and  this  was  my  last  official  communi- 
cation with  the  regiment  for  the  day.  An  account 
of  what  subsequently  occurred  and  a  list  of  the 
casualties  in  the  regiment  will,  I  presume,  be 
furnished  by  some  other  officer.  It  is  my  duty 
and  pleasure  to  testify  to  the  courage  and  forti- 
tude with  which  these  dangers  were  met  and 
these  fiery  trials  were  endured  by  my  brave  com- 
rades, so  long  as  they  were  under  my  observation. 
Several  valuable  officers  were  wounded  —  one, 
Captain  W.  W.  Hance,  who  has  suffered  amputa- 
tion of  his  leg,  is  lost  to  the  service,  if  he  shall 
not  unfortunately  be  lost  to  his  friends.  He  was 
a  superior  and  gallant  officer,  and  h\&  ta**  \&  ^ 
reat  one  to  the  regiment.  C&^\&\xi  "ictaw 
ummer,  a  most  successful  o&cex,  Qfc\ftasfl&£«t- 
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rin  Foster,  an  efficient,  zealous  and  conscien- 
tious officer,  and  Lieutenants  Hollingsworth  and 
Hill,  both  young  lieutenants  of  promise,  were 
killed.  The  three  field  officers,  Captain  Todd, 
senior  captain,  and  Captain  Hance,  third  senior 
captain  present,  were  wounded,  and  Captain 
Summer,  second  senior  captain  present,  was 
killed;  thus  putting  the  six  ranking  officers  of 
the  regiment  hors  de  combat.  Ours  is  a  bloody 
record  ;  but  we  trust  it  is  a  highly  honorable  one. 
Very  respectfully, 

James  D.  Nance, 

Colonel,  oommanding  Third  South  Carolina  Regiment. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  CARTER. 

Headquarters  Thirteenth  Mississippi  Reo't,  \ 
Near  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  Dec.  28,  1862.  \ 

General  :  In  accordance  with  your  order,  I 
marched  my  regiment,  at  about  five  o'clock  on 
the  morning  of  the  eleventh  instant,  to  the  mar- 
ket-house in  Fredericksburg,  w  hen  I  was  ordered 
by  you  to  take  "  position  on  Caroline  Street,  await 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Fizer's  orders,  send  him  re- 
enforcements  whenever  he  called  on  me  to  do  so, 
and  should  he  be  enabled  to  hold  his  position, 
then  in  that  event  to  withdraw  my  regiment  to 
the  market-house."  I  accordingly  took  position 
on  Caroline  Street,  immediately  in  rear  of  the 
position  occupied  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fizer, 
and  opened  communication  with  him,  where  I 
remained  until  about  four  o'clock  p.  M.,  under  a 
very  heavy  and  destructive  fire  from  the  batteries 
of  the  enemy  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river. 

About  two  o'clock  p.  M.,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Fizer  asked  me  for  ten  men  to  act  as  sharp- 
shooters, which  I  promptly  sent  him.  About 
four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fizer  sent 
to  me  for  two  companies,  which  I  was  proceeding 
with,  when  I  met  him  retiring  with  his  command 
to  the  market-house,  being  unable  to  hold  his 
position  longer. 

I  immediately  formed  my  regiment  and  with- 
drew it  to  the  market-house,  when  I  was  ordered 
by  you  to  form  in  the  next  street  (towards  the  river) 
and  engage  the  enemy ;  but,  before  I  could  do  so,  I 
ascertained  that  the  enemy  occupied  the  street 
on  which  I  was  ordered  to  form,  and  was  advan- 
cing. I  immediately  disposed  of  my  regiment  on 
the  street  which  I  then  occupied,  (Princess  Anne,) 
so  as  to  command  as  many  streets  running  at 
right  angles  with  the  river  as  I  possibly  could, 
and  engaged  the  enemy  at  once,  driving  him  to- 
wards the  river,  after  a  spirited  engagement  of 
two  hours. 

Having  fired  the  last  gun  at  the  retreating; 
enemy,  I  was  then  ordered  to  withdraw  my  regi- 
ment from  the  town,  which  order  I  promptly 
obeyed. 

The  enemy's  loss,  after  crossing  the  river,  in 
the  engagement  with  my  regiment,  is  estimated 
to  be  over  two  hundred  killed  and  wounded.  I 
refer  you  to  the  report  already  furnished  you  of 
the  loss  which  we  sustained. 

Captain  J.  L.  Clark  was  killed,  by  a  solid  shot, 
early  in  the  morning.  He  was  a  promising  young 
officer.    Captain  T.  W.  Thurmau  was  dangerous- 


ly wounded  later  in  the  day,  fell  in  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  and,  in  all  probability,  is  dead.  Ideate* 
ant  J.  M.  Stovall  is  missing,  and  is  supposed  to 
be  killed. 

I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  the  gallant  aai 
meritorious  conduct  of  Captain  G.  L.  Donald, 
who  had  immediate  command  of  several  eoop 
nies,  which  did  fine  execution,  without  sustaining 
any  serious  loss. 

I  wish,  also,  to  make  mention  of  the  coolneai, 
bravery,  and  soldierly-like  conduct  of  both  offi- 
cers and  enlisted  men  of  my  command. 

J.  W.  Carter, 

Colonel,  commanding  Thirteenth  Mississippi  Begiaat 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  J.  THOMPSON  BE0W1 

Headquarters  First  Virginia  AbtillbrtJ 
December  19, 1862.  { 

Captain  A.  S.  Pendleton,  Assistant  Adjutad- 

General : 

Captain  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  beg  leave 
to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations 
of  my  command  in  the  late  engagement  befae 
Fredericksburg : 

About  ten  o'clock,  Saturday  morning,  my  bat- 
teries were  ordered  to  a  position  in  rear  of 
Hamilton's  house,  ready  to  be  called  on  as  occa- 
sion might  require.   About  twelve  o'clock,  bjr 
order  of  Colonel  Crutchfield,  I  sent  two  Parrott 
rifles  from  Captain  Poague's  battery,  under  cob- 
mand  of  Lieutenant  Graham,  and  two  similar 
pieces  from  the  Third  Howitzers,  under  Lieuten- 
ant Utz,  to  report  to  Major  Pelham,  on  the  right 
of  the  railroad.    Shortly  afterwards,  I  was  or- 
dered to  send  to  the  same  point  four  other  rifle 
guns,  viz. :  two  ten-pounder  Parrotts  and  one 
brass  rifle  from  Second  Howitzers,  and  one  three- 
inch  rifle  from  Captain  Dance's  battery,  all  under 
the  command  of  Captain  Watson,  (Second  How- 
itzers.)   These  eight  guns  were  actively  engased, 
and  suffered  severely  from  the  enemy's  artuKrv 
and  sharpshooters.    I  have  to  lament  the  lois  on 
this  part  of  the  field  of  a  gallant  and  most  excel- 
lent officer,  Lieutenant  Utz,  commanding  Third 
Howitzers.    The  ammunition  of  most  of  the 
pieces  was  exhausted  before  dark,  and  the  pieeet 
themselves  withdrawn.    Having  obtained  ammu- 
nition for  the  two  rifles  of  the  Third  Ho  witters,  I 
sent  them  back  to  the  field,  where  they  remained, 
in  company  with  the  three  pieces  of  Captain 
Watson's  batterv,  until  about   nine  o'clock. 
About  two  o'clock,  by  order  of  Colonel  Crutch- 
field,  I  placed  in  position,  on  the  hill  to  the  ex- 
treme right  of  .our  infantry  line,  the  two  twenty- 
pounder  Parrotts  of  Captain  Poague's  batterj. 
These  two  pieces,  unaided,  engaged  the  enem/t 
artillery,  and  afterwards  opened  upon  the  infantry. 
The  exact  range  of  the  hill  having  been  obtained 
by  much  previous  firing,  our  loss  at  this  point 
was  heavy.   Among  the  killed  was  Lieutenant 
McCorkle,  a  brave  soldier  and  estimable  gentle- 
man.   Later  in  the  evening,  lieutenant-Colonel 
Coleman  brought  up  two  howitzers  from  Cantab 
Dance's  battery,  and  placed  them  on  the  left  of 
I  Captain  Poague's  pieces.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
^  Coleman       &es«t*\>)  NtwuutadL  at  this  point,  bat 


DOCUMENTS. 


151 


stained  on  the  field  until  after  dark.  I  fear  I 
all  lose  the  assistance  of  this  valuable  officer 
r  several  months.  Late  in  the  evening,  two 
»ces  of  Captain  Hupp's  battery,  under  Lieuten- 
t  Griffin,  were  ordered  to  the  right  of  the  rail- 
id,  and  were  successfully  engaged  with  the 
emy's  sharpshooters.  Captain  Brooke's  battery, 
.hough  not  actively  engaged,  was  exposed  to 
e  enemy's  fire*  on  Saturday  and  Sunday.  I 
nnot  refrain  from  expressing  my  high  admira- 
vn  for  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of 
f  command  in  the  action  before  Fredericks- 
rg.  After  marching  all  of  the  previous  night, 
ey  came  upon  a  field  strewn  with  the  wrecks 
other  batteries,  and  behaved  in  a  manner 
lich  elicited  the  praise  of  all  who  saw  them.  I 
pend  a  list  of  casualties : 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Coleman,  wounded  in  leg. 
lague's  battery,  six  killed  and  ten  wounded, 
'atson's  Second  Howitzers,  one  killed  and  seven 
winded.  Smith's  Third  Howitzers,  three  killed 
d  three  wounded.    Dance's  battery,  none  killed, 

0  wounded.  Hupp's  battery,  none  filled,  one 
randed.  Brooke's  battery,  none  killed,  two 
mnded.  Total  killed,  ten.  Total  wounded, 
enty-six. 

1  beg  leave  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that 
it  few  of  the  shell  for  Parrott  rifles  exploded, 
ring  to  imperfect  fuses. 

Respectfully-submitted. 

J.  Thompson  Brown, 

Colonel  First  Virginia  Artillery. 

REPORT  OF  MAJOR  D.  B.  BKIDGFORD. 

Headquarters  Provost  Marshal  ) 
Second  Corps,  January  9, 1863.  i 

lajor  A.  S.  Pendleton,  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General  : 

Major:  In  obedience  to  an  order  from  tbe 
ieutenant-General  commanding,  I  herewith 
tnsmit  the  operations  of  the  provost  guard, 
twisting  of  the  battalion  and  Captain  Upshur's 
uadron  of  cavalrY : 

On  the  eleventh  December  I  received  an  order 
move  towards  Fredericksburg,  with  two  days' 
tions  cooked  and  placed  in  haversacks. 
December  twelfth,  I  moved  at  dawn  on  the 
*edericksburg  road  to  Hamilton's  Crossing, 
lere  I  placed  a  guard  for  the  purpose  of  arrest- 
5  all  stragglers ;  also  placed  a  guard,  consisting 
cavalry  and  infantry,  along  the  whole  line  of 
e  corps,  in  rear  of  the  line  of  battle  about  half 
mile,  with  instructions  to  arrest  all  men  without 
oper  passes,  on  authorized  business  for  their 
mmands,  to  be  brought  to  the  guard  placed  on. 
e  railroad.  There  my  brigade  surgeon  was 
itioned  to  examine  all  men  claiming  to  be  sick, 
thout  proper  passes  from  their  brigade  or 
frjmental  surgeons.  Numbers,  however,  were 
illy  sick  and  totally  unfit  for  duty.  They  were 
thout  passes.  When  a  sufficient  number  were 
Uected  together,  1  sent  them,  under  charge 
cavalry,  to  be  delivered  to  the  first  major- 
neral  whose  command  was  going  into  the 
ht,  to  place  them  in  front  and  most  exposed 


position  of  his  command.  I  am  happy  to  state 
the  number  arrested  andv  sent  forward  were 
comparatively  few,  in  consideration  of  the  size 
of  tne  army. 

During  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth,  the 
number  sent  in  under  guard  were  only  five  hun- 
dred and  twenty-six.  Numbers  were  turned  back, 
owing  to  their  not  having  proper  passes  to  return 
to  the  rear  to  cook,  &c. 

I  am  most  happy  to  state  I  had  no  occasion  to 
carry  into  effect  tne  order  to  shoot  all  stragglers 
who  refused  to  go  forward,  or  if  caught  a  second 
time,  upon  the  evidence  of  two  witnesses,  to  shoot 
them.  Had  I  occasion  to  carry  it  into  effect,  it 
certainly  should  have  been  executed  to  the  very 
letter.  * 

During  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  I  received 
and  placed  under  guard  three  hundred  and 
twenty-four  prisoners  of  war,  which  I  sent  to 
Richmond  by  order  of  General  Lee ;  eleven  of 
them  were  commissioned  officers  and  paroled  by 
me ;  the  balance  I  took  names,  regiments,  bri- 
gades, and  corps,  as  far  as  possible,  in  obedience 
to  your  order. 

December  sixteenth,  I  received  one  hundred 
and  nine  prisoners  of  war,  which  I  paroled  and 
sent  to  Guineas  Depot,  under  command  of  Captain 
Upshur,  with  instructions  to  have  them  forwarded 
by  railroad  to  Richmond,  if  possible,  which  or- 
ders were  carried  into  effect.  During  the  same 
day  I  went  through  Dr.  Black's  and  Whitehead's 
hospital,  where  I  paroled  twenty-three  Federal 
prisoners. 

A  considerable  number  of  wounded  prisoners 
were  sent  to  Richmond.  They  do  not  appear  in 
this  statement,  nor  could  I  by  any  means  ascer- 
tain the  number. 

On  the  seventeenth,  I  received  an  order  to 
move  with  my  entire  guard  in  rear  of  General  D. 
H.  Hill's  division  on  the  Port  Royal  road.  Cap- 
tain Upshur,  with  his  squadron,  being  absent,  I 
orderea  Captain  Tucker  to  assist  in  bringing  up 
the  rear. 

On  the  eighteenth,  I  camped  on  Mr.  Brooke's 
farm,  near  where  General  D.  H.  Hill's  division 
halted.  I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  there  was 
little  or  no  strangling;  the  number  did  not  ex- 
ceed thirty,  notwithstanding  I  used  the  cavalry  in 
scouring  the  entire  country  around.  It  is  my 
belief,  so  far  as  I  was  able  to  judge,  that  there  was 
little  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  men  to  shirk 
from  duty ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  everything  went 
to  prove  their  willingness  to  do  their  utmost. 
The  great  mass  seemed  eager  to  confront  the  foe. 
The  present  system  of  provost  guard,  if  carried 
into  effect,  will  prevent  all  future  straggling. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

D.  B.  Bridgford, 

Major  and  Chief  Provost  Marshal  Second  Corps. 

P.  S.  During  the  thirteenth  there  were  three 
hundred  and  twenty  sent  back,  and  on  the  four- 
teenth two  hundred  and  six,  making  the  number, 
as  above  stated,  five  bundled,  and.  Vn«w\^««ol» 
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List  of  Prisoners  captured  at  Fredericksburg  by  Limienani-General  Jaclcxon**  Corp* 

Commissioned  officers  paroled  *  .    11  Leas  68  taken  and  sent  by  General  Long* 

Enlisted  men,  ....  445  street's  corps,  .  ,  -  *  ■  ■  •  *  ,  tf  | 
Enlisted  v.n-n  paroled,  ■    ,  133 
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»         »      set*  of  acrautremeat*,  .  . 
Rwpectfully  nubmltiort 

Briscoe  O, 
Lieutenant  Cotaael  and  Chief  of  Qrdmmc*  - 


HE  PORT  OF  MAJOR  WHITE. 

II  K ADQU A  UTE  tlS  WlTtTfc**  CAVA  MIT,  ) 

Brigadier- General  W.  E.  Jones,  commanding 
Valley  District : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  a  de- 
tailed account  of  my  scout  since  I  left  camp  on 
the  morning  of  the  tenth  instant.  I  camped  that 
night  near  Hillsborough. 

On  the  thirteenth  I  captured  twelve  infantry- 
men in  the  neighborhood  of  Hillsborough,  whom 
I  sent  back  to  Snickersville.  I  learned  from 
them  that  the  enemy  had  gone  in  the  direction 
of  Leesburg,  and  had  about  three  hours'  start  I 
immediately  ordered  an  advanced  guard  to  push 
them  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  learn  the  force  of 
their  rear  guard.  My  advance  captured  six  in- 
fantrymen on  the  way,  who  were  also  sent  to 
Snickersville.  I  reached  Leesburg  about  three 
P.  M.  The  enemy's  cavalry  left  the  town  as  we 
came  in  sight.  My  advance  pushed  on,  and  en- 
countered  them  about  three  miles  below  Leesburg, 


on  the  Centre ville road,  ami,  after  a  brisk  akirmiiH, 
drove  them  into  the  rear  guard  of  their  infantry 
and  cavalry,  capturing  two  and  wounding  three. 
Nobody  hurt  on  our  side.  1  did  nut.  uccw  » 
prudent  to  attack  their  infantry  and  cavalry  com- 
bined with  my  force,  and  returned  to  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Waterford,  and  camped  for  the  night 

On  the  morning  of  the  fourteenth  I  started  for 
Waterford,  where  I  encountered  Sam  Means1! 
force,  some  sixty  men ;  we  charged  them  tad 
drove  them  through  the  town,  killing  one  of  their 
lieutenants  and  capturing  their  orderly  sergeant 
and  one  private;  ooth  of  whom,  together  with 
those  already  sent  to  Snickersville,  making  twentv- 
two  in  all,  were  sent  to  your  headquarters  nr 
disposal.  We  pursued  them  about  fire  miles  i» 
the  direction  of  Point  of  Rocks.  Learning  that 
there  was  a  force  of  about  sixty  cavalry  i» 
Poolesville,  I  determined  to  push  forward  to  thst 
place ;  sent  my  worst  horses  back ;  sent  a  squad 
of  men  to  watch  the  enemy  at  Harper's  Ferry ; 
they  charged  the  pickets,  capturing  twenty-six, 
\wmc\i  Yietfc  ^axcJteou  \  cxrotfcft.  \3&fc  Potomac  at 
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ry  with  ninety-three  men  about  one 
arrived  at  Poolesville  about  eight, 
3  entering  the  town  I  learned  that 
If  of  their  force  had  gone  on  a  scout 
■  remainder  were  quartered  in  the 
Divided  my  force  and  charged  it  in 
s.  Upon  surrounding  the  hall  and 
Is  surrender,  was  answered  with 
loor  and  windows ;  we  returned  the 
1  effect,  killing  a  lieutenant  and  the 
ant,  and  wounding  eight,  including 
t  commanding.  The  hall  was  then 
we  captured  twenty-one  prisoners, 
we  paroled.    Our  loss  was  one  man 

e  enemy  were  scattered  around  the 
en  they  heard  the  firing,  made  good 
We  also  captured  forty-three  horses, 
1  all  the  stores,  consisting  of  clothing 
linds,  blankets,  Enfield  rifles  and 
>  a  large  lot  of  commissary  stores, 
i  wagons,  &c.  Remained:  in  the 
ral  hours,  and  recrossed  the  Potomac 
ord.  Whilst  camped  at  the  Trap,  I 
;o  Leesburg  on  the  twentieth ;  they 
t  prisoners  and  paroled  them, 
a  list  of  names  of  all  prisoners  cap- 
oled  during  my  scout. 

Elijah  V.  White, 

Major,  commandlug  Battalion 
IT  OF  CAPTAIN  LATIMKU. 

Camp  near  Port  Koyal,  ) 
December  '25, 18G2.  | 

iU,  A.  A.  A.  General  EwtlVs  Di- 

i  obedience  to  orders,  I  would  most 
teg  leave  to  submit  the  following 
>perations  of  the  batteries  of  Ewell's 
e  enagements  with  the  enemy  near 
rg,  on  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth 
t  month : 

le  morning  of  the  thirteenth,  I  was 
reneral  Early  to  take  command  of 
of  the  division,  as  acting  chief  of 

I  immediatiy  reported  to  Colonel 
hief  of  artillery  second  corps,  for 

He  ordered  me  to  park  the  bat- 
ltered  snot,  behind  a  range  of  hills, 
mile  behind  our  line  of  battle,  and 
orders.  He  shortly  after  returned, 
me  to  take  my  own  battery,  under 

Lieutenant  lanner,  and  Captain 
er  cammand  of  Lieutenant  Plater, 
af  some  batteries  occupying  a  posi- 

extreme  left  of  the  line  formed  by 
orps,  and  to  report  to  Brigadier- 
ier,  whose  brigade  then  occupied 
Only  five  guns  were  required,  and, 
f  General  Pender,  I  relieved  five  of 
at  point  by  the  two  rifles  belonging 
j  and  the  three  rifles  composing 
n'a.  The  position  on  which  these 
•ted  was  not  a  very  advantageous 
est  that  could  be  selected.   It  was 

in  an  open  Held,  with  a  wood  to  , 


the  right,  in  which  a  portion  of  General  A.  P. 
Hill's  division  was  posted,  and  on  the  left  was  a 
ditch  and  bank  running  parallel  with  the  railroad, 
behind  which  a  portion  of  General  Hood's  di- 
vision was  posted.  In  front,  at  the  distance  of 
about  a  mile,  were  four  of  the  enemy's  batteries, 
with  lines  of  skirmishers  considerably  advanced 
in  front  of  said  batteries.    We  were  exposed  to 

Suite  a  heavy  fire  from  these,  batteries,  but  gained 
le  position  without  loss.  My  orders  were  to 
fire  only  at  infantry  unless  the  batteries  advanced, 
which  orders  I  obeyed,  firing  only  once  at  them, 
and  then  only  to  cover  the  advance  of  General 
McLaws's  brigade,  which  was  made  late  in  the  day. 
I  was  kept  constantly  engaged  at  this  point  from 
eleven  A.  M.,  when  I  gained  it,  until  night,  re- 
pelling repeated  advances  of  the  enemy  by  the 
use  or  canister.  I  relieved  these  batteries  that 
night  by  Captain  Carrington's  battery,  which 
engaged  the  enemy  next  morning,  upon  the  ad- 
vance of  their  skirmishers,  successfully  driving 
them  back.  Shortly  after  moving  to  the  left  with 
the  batteries  spoken  of  above,  Captain  D'Aquin's 
and  the  Staunton  artillery,  Lieutenant  Garber, 
were  ordered  by  Colonel  Crutchfield  to  the  right 
of  our  lines,  to  report  to  Major  Pelham,  where 
they  were  engaged  most  of  the  day.  Not  having 
personally  superintended  their  movements  during 
the  day,  I  am  unable  to  describe  them  minutely. 
Captain  Dement's  battery  was  ordered  to  the 
front  on  the  fourteenth,  where  it  remained  in 
battery  until  we  marched  to  this  point,  without, 
however,  becoming  engaged  at  any  time.  We 
have  to  lament  the  loss  of  Captain  L.  E.  D'Aquin, 
of  the  Louisiana  Guard  artillery.  A  more  gallant 
officer  or  more  worthy  man  never  fell  upon  the 
field  of  battle.  Also,  Lieutenant  Grayson,  Cap- 
tain Brown's  battery.  He  fell,  nobly,  at  his  post. 
The  losses  in  the  different  batteries  are  as  follows : 
Louisiana  Guard  artillery,  Captain  D'Aquin— 
Captain  D'Aquin,  killed ;  one  private  wounded ; 
two  horses  disabled ;  one  gun  disabled. 

Captain  Brown's  battery,  Lieutenant  Plater  — 
Lieutenant  Grayson  and  one  private  killed ;  nine 
wounded ;  sixteen  horses  disabled ;  also,  one  gun ' 
and  one  caisson. 

Staunton  artillery,  Lieutenant  Garber — none 
killed  or  wounded ;  one  horse  disabled  and  one 
gun  carriage,  afterwards  repaired. 

Courtney  artillery,  Lieutenant  Tanner — one 
private  killed;  Lieutenant  Tanner  and  six  pri- 
vates wounded ;  eight  horses  disabled. 

Captain  Carrington's  battery — four  men 
wounded ;  seven  horses  disabled. 

Captain  Dement's  battery  —  none  killed  or 
wounded ;  four  horses  disabled. 

I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  say  that  all  the 
officers  and  men  under  my  command  acted  in  a 
highly  creditable  manner,  promptly  and  cheer- 
fully obeying  all  orders,  and  standing  to  their 
post*. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

Captain,  and  Acting  Chief  of  ArUttarj  Qtlta^tlftitoMu 
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REPORT  OF  COLONEL  R.  L.  WALKER. 

Headquarters  Artillery  Corps,  / 
December  21, 18H2.  J 

Major  R.  C.  Morgan,  Assistant  Adjutant- Gen- 
eral : 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  -  follow- 
ing report  of  the  operations  of  "the  artillery  corps 
of  the  light  division  in  the  engagement  of  Satur- 
day, the  thirteenth  instant : 

The  batteries  of  Captains  Mcintosh  and  Pegram, 
with  a  section  of  the  batteries  of  Captains  Latham, 
Johnson,  and  Crenshaw,  commanded  respectively 
by  Lieutenants  Potts,  Clutter,  and  James  Ellett, 
numbering  altogether  fourteen  guns,  had  position 
on  the  heights  near  the  railroad,  supported  by 
the  brigades  of  Brigadier-General  Fiela  (Colonel 
Brockenbrough  commanding)  and  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Archer.  Captains  Braxton  (Lieutenant  Marye 
commanding  Braxton's  battery)  and  Davidson, 
with  five  and  four  guns  respectively,  took  position 
on  the  left  wing  of  the  light  division,  in  the  plain 
just  to  the  right  of  Deep  Run  Creek,  and  were 
supported  by  the  brigades  of  Brigadier  Generals 
Pender  and  Lane.  About  ten  A.  M.,  the  enemy 
began  a  desultory  fire  from  several  batteries,  as 
if  feeling  our  position.  Their  fire,  about  eleven 
A.  M.,  became  not  and  well  directed,  causing  us 
some  loss  in  men  and  horses.  Captain  Mcintosh, 
commanding  his  own  guns,  and  the  sections  of 
Captains  Latham  and  Johnson,  and  Captain 
Pegram,  commanding  his  own  guns  and  the  sec- 
tion of  Crenshaw,  were  directed  to  withhold  their 
fire  till  there  should  be  an  infantry  demonstration. 
The  enemy,  weary  of  suspense,  about  twelve  M., 
formed  a  front  to  attack  the  heights.  Their  ad- 
vance, made  by  a  division  apparently,  was 
speedily  broken  and  driven  back  by  Captains 
Mcintosh  and  Pegram's  murderous  fire  —  the 
enemy  opening  upon  them  meanwhile  very  de- 
structively, with  at  least  twenty-five  gnns.  This 
attempt  having  failed,  the  enemy,  concentrated 
in  mass  and  in  enormous  force,  moved  forward 
rapidly,  protected  by  a  fearful  fire  from  all  their 
'guns,  toward  the  point  of  woods  in  the  plain,  in 
defiance  of  our  guns,  which  were  served  rapidly 
and  with  great  havoc  upon  their  dense  ranks.  In 
advancing  to,  and  being  routed  by,  the  infantry 
from  the  woods,  they  suffered  very  heavy  loss 
from  the  fire  of  our  guns.  While  the  attention 
of  our  guns  was  devoted  to  their  infantry,  their 
artillery  caused  us  heavy  loss;  but  as  soon  as 
engaged  by  our  guns  their  shot  flew  wide,  though 
in  weight  of  metal  they  much  exceeded  us.  At 
half-past  three  P.  M.,  Captains  Mcintosh  and 
Pegram  becoming  short  of  men  and  ammunition, 
and  having  one  gun  disabled  and  a  caisson  and 
limber  exploded,  they  were  relieved  by  the  corps 
of  Colonel  Brown,  except  one  section  of  Captain 
Pegram's  battery,  which  remained  till  nightfall 
Here  we  lost  Lieutenants  James  Ellett  and  Z.  C. 
McGruder,  whose  memory  we  should  not  willingly 
let  die.  Lieutenant  Clutter  was  wounded  also, 
and  many  brave  men  of  the  rank  and  file,  gal- 
lantly doing  their  duty,  were  wounded  and  killed. 
On  the  left  of  the  light  division,  Lieutenant 


Marye  and  Captain  Davidson,  with  their  c 
mands,  fully  sustained  their  high  rep 
Three  charges  were  made  upon  theirj 
gallantly  repulsed  with  canister.  0 
in  weight  or  metal,  and  often  closely  tmm 
by  the  enemy's  infantrv,  they  as  often  seoti 
back  with  canister  and  shrapnel,  and  held  ti 
position  until  it  was  deemed  expedient  to  aba 
it.    Captain  Braxton  was  withdrawn  aboot  i 
p.  M.,  and  Captain  Davidson  at  nightfall 
tenant  Brander,  of  the  latter  battery,  waid 
wounded. 

The  guns  upon  both  flanks  were  served  l 
the  coolness  of  a  parade,  though  exjx 
fire  which  seemed  to  fill  the  air  with  < 

Where  all  did  their  duty  as  well  as,  I  am  p 
to  say,  the  artillery  of  the  light  division  did  d 
in  this  engagement,  comparison  would  be  ii 
ous.    Men  and  officers  vied  with  each  < ' 
their  devotion  to  duty  and  regardlessness  of « 
I  cannot,  however,  neglect  this  opportunity  tos 
your  especial  attention  to  Lieutenant  J.  H.  C 
berlayne  as  particularly  deserving  notice  foil 
gallant  conduct.    His  services  are  almost  i  * 
pensable. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant,  ; 
R.L.WALin, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  commanding  Artillery  Light  Dtris*| 

REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  NADENBOU3CH, 
COMMANDING  REGIMENT. 

Headquarters  Second  Reowbtti  ■  ] 
Virginia  Infantry,   r  | 
Camp  near  Moss  Nkck,  December  23,  ULl 

Lieutenant  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  tai  I 
the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  tM 
operations  of  the  Second  Virginia  regiment  mil  | 
battle  of  Fredericksburg,  fought  December  ttf* 
teenth,  1862 : 

The  regiment  left  camp  near  Guineas  Depots 
six  o'clock  A.  M.,  on  the  twelfth  instant,  mares** 
to  Hamilton's  Crossing,  on  the  Richmond  SB 
Fredericksburg  railroad,  thence  in  a  wentwwsV 
direction  to  a  large  wood  covering  the  crest* 
hills  overlooking  the  battle-field.  After  a  um- 
ber of  changes  of  position,  bivouacked  for  ifc 
night  in  the  wood  above  referred  to,  in  resr  si 
General  Gregg's  brigade,  of  A.  P.  Hill's  diviski 
which  held  the  military  road. 

About  nine  o'clock  A.  M.,  December  thirtessi 
the  heavy  cannonading  on  the  right  and  left*  si 
the  sharp  skirmishing  in  front,  announced 
great  battle  was  near  at  hand.  As  the  day  si 
vanced  the  musketry  became  more  distinct  si 
continuous,  and  soon  the  line  in  frorit  of  us  been 
hotly  engaged.  At  this  time  an  order  to  advsi 
was  given,  which  was  done  with  order  and  alserk 
marching  in  a  north-easterly  direction.  Tl 
Second  regiment  was  on  the  right  of  the  brigd 
and  in  consequence  of  this  position,  was  the  oc 
one  of  the  brigade,  so  far  as  I  know,  engaged 
the  musketry  fight.  Marching  forward  in  & 
with  the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade,  I  c 
\aeneA  tart,  taet*  %u$nort  on  our  rig 
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fclapt  a  sharp  look  out  for  the  safety  of  that 
**    I  apprehended  that  if  the  enemy  was  near 
A  they  would  take  advantage  of  this  gap, 
All  upon  our  flank  at  this  unguarded  point ; 
■o  it  turned  out.    How,  and  in  what  way,  the 
ay  gained  this  advanced  position,  and  what 
ntion  had  heen  mode  of  our  front  line,  it  is 
aible  for  me  to  say.   The  gap  was  there, 
they  pushed  forward  with  a  large  infantry 
and  a  battery  of  artillery,  as  was  ascertained 
prisoners  captured  and  wounded  men  upon 
field.    Observing  them  through  the  dense 
at  a  distance,  and  the  Brigadier  being  at  a 
ent  point  on  the  line,  I  took  the  responsi- 
of  filing  my  regiment  to  the  right,  present- 
ay  front  to  the  enemy.    No  sooner  had  I 
n  into  position  than  they  opened  a  heavy 
of  musketry  and  artillery,  to  which  the  regi- 
Xt  replied  rapidly  and  effectively,  men  and 
•a  standing  to  their  posts  and  doing  their 
aa  only  veterans  know  how.    1  rejoice  to  be 
to  say  that  there  were  but  few  men  in  the  | 
iment  who  disgraced  the  name  of  soldier.    It ' 
■  during  this  brief  but  brisk  fight  that  the 

**giment  sustained  a  loss  of  three  killed  and 
••▼enteen  wounded.   Among  the  latter  were 
'^■ieutenant  William  B.  Colston,  commanding 
^^°«ttpany  E,  and  Lieutenant  J.  J.  Haines,  Com- 
•*tty  E.   The  enemy  soon  fled.    We  then  ad- 
~  Jt**<*<1  to  within  a  short  distance  of  the  railroad, 
r  5jJ?e  fr0l\t  l*ne  of  the  army,)  and  remained  in 
5***%  position  until  about  seven  o'clock  p.  m.,  send- 
forward  Company  C,  (Captain  Randolph,)  as 
2JJ*J*mi8hers  to  the  railroad.    About  this  time  the 


„  de  was  withdrawn  to  the  mil i tan*  road,  where 
m  slept  upon  our  arms  until  half  past  three 
^^lock  A.  M.,  fourteenth  instant,  when  we  were 
2*Wered  to  take  position  in  advance,  along  the 
°t  railroad.  There  was  quite  lively  skir- 
mishing during  the  entire  day  —  had  one  man 
w*mnded. 

About  five  o'clock  a.  m.,  on  the  fifteenth  in- 
2*Bt»  tnc  brigade  was  relieved  by  Rodes*  brigade, 
PCD.  H.  Hill's  division,  and  returned  to  the  rear 

third  line  —  reserve. 

During  the  entire  four  days  of  exposure,  sus- 
Sfcenee,  and  danger,  both  officers  and  men  evinced 
true  spirit  of  patriots  and  soldiers.  I  cannot 
bat  feel  proud  of  the  honor  of  having  commanded 
%ach  men.  Captain  R.  T.  Colston,  second  in 
Command,  and  Adjutant  R.  W.  Hunter,  deserve 
honorable  mention  at  my  hands  for  gallantry  and 
good  conduct  during  the  engagement,  and  their 
Aaterial  aid  in  the  command  of  the  regiment 
Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  Q.  A.  Nadenbouscii, 
Captain,  commanding  Second  Regiment  Virginia  Infantry, 

List  of  Casualties  in  the  Second  Virginia  Infan- 
try, December  13,  1862  : 

Company  A.  —  Private  Thomas  Barr,  severely 
wounded  by  gunshot,  not  serious. 

Company  E.  —  First  Lieutenant  W.  B.  Col* 
■ton,  severely  wounded  by  shell,  very  serious  t 
8econd  Lieutenant  J.  J.  Haines,  severely  wounded 


by  musket  ball,  not  serious;  private  Samuel 
Btuckey,  severely  wounded  by  gunshot,  not  seri- 
ous ;  private  Harvey  Kite,  severely  wounded  by 
gunshot,  not  serious ;  private  N.  D.  Rittenhour, 
severely  wounded  by  gunshot,  not  serious  ;  pri- 
vate Alexander  Porterfield,  slightly  wounded  by 
shell ;  private  John  Kiser,  mortally  wounded,  and 
since  died. 

Company  F.  —  Private  J.  M.  Fleming,  killed 
by  shell;  private  Ford  Friar,  mortally  wounded 
by  gunshot. 

Company  Q.  —  Sergeant  Charles  M.  Asquith, 
llightly  wounded  by  shell ;  private  Fayette  Raw- 
lins, severely  wounded  by  shell,  serious  ;  private 
William  Kerl,  slightly  bruised  by  shell ;  private 
Daniel  Moler,  slightly  bruised  by  shell ;  private 
Samuel  Fay,  slight;  private  Charles  G.  Tabb, 
slight. 

Company  H.  —  Private  J.  A.  Luck,  severely 
wounded  by  gunshot,  not  serious ;  private  James 
Hicks,  slightly ;  private  William  Reed,  severely 
wounded  by  gunshot,  not  serious. 

Company  I.  —  Private  J.  T.  Barr,  severely 
wounded  by  gunshot,  not  serious. 

Company  K.  —  First  Lieutenant  B.  W.  Moore, 
slightly  bruised  by  shell. 

Total,  twenty-one. 

J.  Q.  A.  Nadenbouscii, 

Colonel,  commanding  Second  Virginia  Infantry. 


REPORT  OF  LIEUT.-COLONEL  EDMONDSON. 

HEADQUARTERS  TWENTY- SEVENTH  ) 
VllUilNIA  VOLUNTKKRS,  > 

Camp  Paxton's  Bum  auk,  December  23,  1862.  > 
Lieutenant  Amall,  A.  A.  A.  General  First  Bri~ 
gade : 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  order,  I  respectfully  sub- 
mit the  following  report  of  the  participation  of 
my  regiment  in  the  late  battle  of  the  thirteenth 
instant,  before  Fredericksburg,  viz. : 

General  Paxton's  brigade,  of  which  my  regi- 
ment forms  a  part,  occupied,  on  the  morning  of 
the  thirteenth,  the  rear  position,  or  the  third 
parallel  line,  in  supporting  distance  of  General  - 
Gregg's  brigade,  which  occupied  a  position  on 
the  second  parallel  line.  About  nine  o'clock 
A.  M.,  a  heavy  cannonading  commenced,  and  was 
kept  up  till  about  noon,  to  which  my  regiment, 
and  the  brigade  generally,  was  severely  subjected, 
but  unflinchingly  withstood.  About  noon  the  in- 
fantry became  engaged,  and  the  battle,  for  hours, 
raged  furiously.  Our  line  in  front  finally  seem- 
ing to  give  way,  my  regiment,  together  with  the 
remainder  of  the  brigade,  eager  for  the  fray, 
moved  up  rapidly  and  in  good  order  (passing 
over  troops  wnich,  to  all  appearance,  seemed  to 
be  doubting  as  to  their  duty)  to  the  support  of 
their  comrades  in  front.  The  enemy,  however, 
I  had  been  whipped  back  in  the  mean  time,  and  our 
brigade  became  not  engaged.  The  remainder  of 
the  day  was  engaged  in  changing  position,  but 
the  enemy  did  not  advance. 

I  sustained  no  loss  in  either  killed,  wounded, 
or  missing.    I  would,  however,  Yve,Tfc  iemu£>kta& 
[I  have  never  seen  the  officer*  uoA  mca  \scj 
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regiment  behave  with  more  gallantry  and  with 
cooler  courage,  seemingly  having  determined  to 
conquer  or  die. 

Respectfully, 

James  R.  Edmondson, 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  commanding?  Twenty-Seventh 
Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers. 

REPORT  OF  MAJOR  WILLIAM  TERRY. 

Headquarters  Fourth  Regiment  i 
Virginia  Volunteers,  > 
December  23,  1802.  ) 

Captain  Charles  8.  Arnold,  A.  A.  A.  General 
Pazton's  Brigade: 

Sir  :  On  the  twelfth  instant  the  Fourth  regi- 
ment Virginia  volunteers  left  camp,  five  miles 
north-west  of  Guineas  Station,  and  moved  in  the 
direction  of  Fredericksburg,  arriving  at  Hamil- 
ton's Crossing  before  noon,  remaining  near  there 
some  hours.  Early  in  the  afternoon  the  regiment, 
with  the  brigade,  moved  forward,  and  was  put  in 
position  in.rear  of  a  portion  of  A.  P.  Hill's  divis- 
ion, in  the  woods  west  of  the  railroad,  and  to  the 
right  of  the  road  leading  from  Hamilton's  Cross- 
ing in  the  direction  of  the  Telegraph  road.  The 
regiment  several  times  changed  position  during 
the  afternoon,  and  rested  for  the  night  by  their 
guns,  a  little  in  rear  of  the  summit  in  these  woods 
—  the  Fourth  regiment  during  the  day  occupying 
the  left  of  the  brigade. 

Early  next  morning,  the  thirteenth  instant,  the 
evidence  of  the  approaching  conflict  was  heard  in 
brisk  skirmishing  and  cannonading,  the  enemy's 
shot  and  shell  passing  and  frequently  bursting 
near  the  Fourth  regiment,  but  doing  no  damage. 
Toward  noon  the  regiment  was  retired  a  few 
hundred  yards  and  formed  in  line  of  battle,  from 
which  position  we  soon  moved  forward  by  the 
front  Early  in  this  movement  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Gardner  was  severely  wounded  in  the 
face  by  a  fragment  of  shell,  whilst  gallantly  lead- 
ing his  regiment,  and  carried  from  the  field.  As 
the  next  in  rank,  I  assumed  command.  The 
regiment  continued  to  move  forward  in  direction 
of  the  heavy  infantry  firing  in  front,  until  we 
passed  the  crest  of  the  hill,  when  we  moved  by  the 
right  flank  along,  and  crossing  the  military  road. 
Here  the  Fourth  regiment  was  ordered  to  take 
position  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  brigade, 
which  was  promptly  done,  and  again  formed  in 
line  of  battle.  During  this  time  we  were  exposed 
to  a  galling  fire  of  shot  and  shell,  which  wounded 
several  of  my  men. 

The  engagement  still  progressing,  we  were 
again  ordered  forward  along  the  military  road, 
and  took  a  position  then  unoccupied  by  any 
troops,  some  one  hundred  yards  to  the  west  of, 
and  parallel  to,  the  railroad.  I  threw  out  skir- 
mishers in  front  of  the  regiment,  who  kept  up  a 
brisk  fire  with  the  enemy's  skirmishers  until  dark, 
killing  and  wounding  several  of  them.  We  re- 
mained here  until  after  night,  when  I  was  ordered 
to  follow  the  Twenty-seventh  regiment.  We 
moved  a  short  distance  to  the  rear  along  the 
xnih'tarj  road,  by  which  we  had  advanced,  lying 
down  for  the  night  by  the  road  side. 


At  three  A.  M.,  fourteenth  instant,  *e  \ 
aroused,  moved  a  few  hundred  yards  I 
the  woods,  in  the  direction  of  Fn  " 
and  were  placed  in  position  behind  the  t 
ment  of  the  railroad  —  the  Second  Virginia 
ment  resting  upon  a  skirt  of  woods  which  c 
the  railroad,  and  the  Fourth  regiment  on  I 
left  of  the  Second.    We  remained  in  this  p 
during  Sunday,  the  fourteenth  instant,  hoonVfl 
pecting  a  general  advance  of  the  enemy,  bat  f 
day  passed  without  any  incident  worthy  of  a  * 
beyond  the  skirmishing  between  the  i  * 
ers  on  both  sides.    I,  however,  restrained  i 
Fourth  regiment,  and  permitted  no  firing  I 
thus  protected  my  men  from  any  loss. 

At  dawn  on  Monday  morning,  the 
instant,  my  regiment  was  relieved  from  dittf  1 
the  advance  post,  and  retired,  with  the  I  * 
about  one  mile  to  the  rear,  in  the  woods,  i 
we  remained  till  Tuesday  morning,  from  \ 
place  we  marched  to  our  present  encamp 
Caroline  county. 

Of  the  conduct  of  officers  and  men,  I 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Gardner  down,  it  i 
great  pleasure  to  speak  in  the  highest  tenil 
commendation.    For  coolness  and  steadiness  1 
der  a  trying  fire  of  artillery,  I  never  sav  ( 
conduct  surpassed.    And  while  they  wot  I 
called  on  to  participate  in  an  infantry  figst,! 
showed  they  were  ready  to  meet  its  danger! 
to  do  their  duty.    And  I  avail  myself  of  tail 
portunity  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  f 
officers  and  men  for  their  cheerful,  prompt,  I 
ready  obedience  to  orders  under  every  (' 
stance ;  and,  when  all  have  behaved  so  1 
should  do  injustice  did  I  attempt  to  bestow  n 
distinction  upon  any.    I  must  also  expre»  1 
regret  at  the  loss  the  service  has  sustained  b  i 
wounding  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gardner,  rlJ 
whole  conduct  during  this  war,  on  many  1 
fought  battle-fields,  has  marked  him  at  1 1 
trustworthy  and  efficient  officer. 

I  give  below  a  list  of  the  casualties. 
Very  respectfully,  &c, 

William  Tku 

Major,  commanding'  Fourth  B 
Virginia  Volunteers. 

List  of  Casualties  in  the  Fourth  Eegimad  1 
ginia  Volunteers. 

Field  and  Staff.  —  Lieutenant-Colonel  < 
ner,  severely  wounded  in  the  face. 

Company  A.  —  Corporal  Thomas 
shot  in  foot. 

Company  C. — Wounded:  Private  8.S.C 
dall,  in  right  foot ;  private  William  Boyd,  m 
leg ;  private  George  Pratt,  in  left  leg;  print*  C 
L.  Terry,  in  the  back. 

Company  D.~-  Wounded:  Private  G.H.Hs4t%f 
in  right  leg ;  private  A.  J.  Wolfe,  in  right  hip. 

Company  F.  —  Wounded:  Sergeant  tl, 
Stamper, in  foot;  private  W.  S.  Shupe,  inrisjfc 
hip ;  private  S.  O.  Canico,  in  left  side. 

Company  0.  —  Wounded :  Sergeant  h  S» 
.  Sublets  left  bin  \  Corporal  G.  A.  Willis,  left  ami 
\  private    .  YLsxL,  \n>\&.\&£  *xv&\sreariL 
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.  Company  L.  —  Wounded :  Private  J.  C.  Snider, 
fckft  arm. 

wounds  in  most  of  the  foregoing  cases  are 
ht  —  from  fragments  of  shell.    Many  have 
dy  returned  to  duty. 
,/  William  Terry, 

' .':  Major,  commanding  Fourth  Regiment 

Virginia  Volunteers. 

'     BEPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  McKENDREE. 

Headquarters  Carpenter's  Battkry,  ) 
Camp  Paxtox's  Brigade,  December  23,  l«G2.  ) 

General  E.  F.  Paxton,  commanding  First  Bri- 


Seneral  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  submit 
Wb  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this 
dttnpany  in  the  action  of  Saturday,  the  thirteenth 
|*tant: 

On  the  morning  of  the  day  above  mentioned, 
tibout  six  o'clock,  we  were  conducted  by  Captain 
Brockenbrough,  then  acting  chief  of  artillery,  to 
ft  position  in  front  of  General  Branch's  brigade, 
bemg  supported  by  the  Seventh  North  Carolina 
vqgiment,  which  was  posted  alongside  of  the  rail- 
road, about  one  hundred  yards  to  our  rear.  We 
were  instructed  to  hold  our  position  until  our 
■npport  had  passed  to  the  front,  then  if  necessary, 
to  move  to  another  point  some  three  hundred 
yards  to  the  rear.  As  soon  as  we  arrived  on  the 
ground  the  battery  was  prepared  for  action,  but 
remained  silent,  according  to  orders,  until  about 
nine  o'clock  a.  m.,  when  we  observed  the  enemy 
advancing  on  our  right  in  considerable  force, 

(infantry,)  when  we,  in  connection  with  Captains 
Braxton's  and  Wooding's  batteries,  immediately 
on  our  right,  opened  a  brisk  fire  on  the  advancing 
column,  which  caused  them  to  waver  and  break 
for  a  time,  but  soon  reappeared,  at  the  same  time 
advanced  several  batteries  on  our  left  and  front 
to  within  short  range,  and  opened  a  destructive 
fore  of  artillery  on  our  batteries.  When  I  ob- 
served them  advancing  with  artillery  on  our  left, 
attempting  to  enfilade  our  position,  (which  they 
had  partially  succeeded  in  doing,)  I  at  once  de- 
spatched a  messenger  to  the  commanding  officers 
of  two  batteries  to  our  left  and  rear,  requesting 
them  to  be^in  firing  at  once,  and,  if  possible,  dis- 
lodge the  pieces  thus  advanced.  Soon  after  one  or 
both  the  batteries  began  a  very  slow  fire,  but  with- 
out either  driving  the  enemy  from  his  position  or 
attracting  the  firing  in  that  direction.  The  fire  was 
so  destructive  that  we  were  soon  compelled  to 
continue  the  action  with  three  pieces  instead  of 
four  ;  and  still  later  withdrew  another  piece,  and 
placed  all  the  available  men  I  then  had  to  the 
two  remaining  guns,  and  thus  continued  the 
action  until  our  skirmishers  were  driven  to  the 
rear,  and  the  infantry  of  the  enemy  rapidly  ad- 
vancing, which  being  observed  by  Captain  Brock- 
enbrough,  he  called  on  our  support  to  come  to 
our  rescue,  which  they  promptly  did,  passing 
some  twenty  yards  to  our  front,  and  held  the 
enemy  in  check  until  we  could  limber  up  our  two 
remaining  guns,  which  being  done,  we  retired  in 
good  order  some  minutes  after  the  other  batteries 


had  left  the  field  —  this  being  about  eleven  o'clock 
a.  m.  We  left  one  caisson  on  the  field  for  want 
of  horses  to  haul  it  off.  I  then  took  a  command- 
ing position  some  three  hundred  yards  to  the 
rear  of  my  first,  and  sent  the  orderly  sergeant 
(having  no  commissioned  officer  to  assist  me)  to 
halt  the  two  pieces  first  sent  from  the  field,  and 
which  were  then  moving  off  with  Captain  Wood- 
ing's battery.  He  soon  returned,  informing  me 
that  Captain  Brockenbrough  was  riding  at  the 
head  of  the  retiring  column.  Supposing  that  he 
intended  me  to  follow,  I  then  moved  on.  When 
I  came  up  with  him  found  that  he  had  been  se- 
verely wounded,  in  consequence  of  which  he  was 
retiring.  He  then  ordereu  me  to  take  command 
of  Wooding's  battery,  in  connection  with  ray  own, 
which  I  did,  and  reported  to  General  A.  P.  Hill 
for  orders,  who  directed  me  to  go  to  the  nearest 
open  field  in  rear,  get  as  many  pieces  ready  for 
action  as  practicable,  and  await  further  orders. 
Late  in  the  afternoon  I  received  an  order  from 
General  Taliaferro  directing  me  to  return  to  a 
point  on  the  left,  near  the  one  occupied  in  the 
morning,  and  open  fire  on  the  enemy  at  once. 
Arriving  near  the  point  designated,  met  that 
officer,  who  informed  me  that  we  were  too  late, 
directing  that  we  go  back,  and  go  into  camp  for 
the  night 

Casualties : 

Second  Lieutenant  D.  It.  Barton,  killed  ;  Sec- 
ond Lieutenant  William  T.  Lambie,  wounded 
severely;  private  Thomas  Hastings,  killed;  Ser- 
geant F.  Karnes,  wounded  slight;  Corporal  P. 
O'Conner,  slight ;  Corporal  J.  F.  Fudge,  severe  ; 
privates  A.  Staff,  severe ;  A.  J.  Barrow,  severe ; 
George  Myers,  severe ;  William  Baggage,  severe  j 
John  Miller,  slight ;  E.  Piper,'  severe ;  John 
Sawyers,  slight;  James  Gluver,  slight;  Isaac 
Swindle,  slight ;  R.  Martin,  slight ;  William 
Newcomer,  slight ;  M.  Clemm,  slight ;  II.  Loch, 
severe  ;  A.  McCarty,  slight ;  J.  Hawkins,  severe ; 
John  O'Niel,  slight ;  W.  Allemong,  severe  ;  John 
McCarty,  slight;  Joseph  Grim,  slight;  John  Cad- 
walader,  slight ;  Josepn  Anderson,  missing.  Ten 
horses  killed  and  four  disabled. 

George  McKendree, 

Lieutenant,  commanding  Buttery. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  WARREN. 

Headquarters  Taliaferro's  Brigade,  / 
December  19,  18ti2.  j 

Major  Taliaferro,  Assistant  Adjutant- General 
Jackson*s  Division : 

Major:  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  this  brigade  in  the  recent  action  near 
Fredericksburg : 

The  brigade  left  its  encampment  Friday  morn- 
ing about  sunrise,  and,  on  arriving  at  Hamilton's 
Crossing,  was  put  in  position  in  rear  of  the 
Hamilton  house,  in  support  of  the  batteries 
stationed  on  the  hill.  This  position  it  occupied 
the  remainder  of  the  day  and  that  night,  but  saw 
nothing  of  the  enemy. 
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Early  Saturday  morning  I  was  ordered  to  the 
left,  and  took  position  in  rear  and  supporting  dis- 
tance of  Brigadier-General  Paxton's  brigade,  in 
the  following  order :  Thirty-seventh  Virginia  regi- 
ment, commanded  by  Colonel  T.  V.  Williams ; 
Tenth  Virginia  regiment,  commanded  by  Captain 
W.  B.  Yancey  ;  Twenty-third  Virginia  regiment, 
commanded  by  Captain  A.  S.  Richardson ;  Forty- 
seventh  Alabama  regiment,  commanded  by  Captain 
I.  M.  Campbell ;  Forty-eighth  Alabama  regiment, 
commanded  by  Captain  C.  B.  St.  John.  I)uring 
the  day  I  was  advanced  to  the  front,  until  I 
came  up  to  the  second  line,  at  which  point  I 
received  orders  to  fall  back  to  the  military  road 
and  occupy  it. 

Next  morning,  in  accordance  with  orders,  I 
occupied  the  front  line  on  General  Paxton's  left. 
Early  in  the  morning  my  skirmishers  engaged 
those  of  the  enemy  for  a  short  time,  but  during 
the  day  and  night  following  this  part  of  the  line 
was  remarkably  quiet. 

Monday  morning,  being  relieved,  we  retired  to 
the  third  line.  Captain  Wooding's  battery  was 
detached  from  the  brigade  Friday  morning,  and 
its  action  did  not  come  under  my  observation. 
It  was,  however,  early  in  the  action,  and  sus- 
tained its  reputation  for  gallantry  and  efficiency, 
but  I  regret  to  say,  suffered  severely  —  Captain 
Wooding  and  Lieutenaut  Jones  both  being  se- 
verely wounded.  The  loss  sustained  by  the  bri- 
gade, not  including  loss  in  battery,  was  slight, 
being  two  officers  and  fourteen  privates  wounded. 
I  refer  to  the  report  already  furnished  for  names, 
&c. 

Most  respectfully, 

E.  T.  H.  .Wakren, 
Colonel  Tenth  Virginia  Regiment,  commanding  Brigade. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  H.  J.  WILLIAMS. 

Headquarters  Fifth  Virginia  Volunteers,  \ 
December  24,  18(12.  j 

Lieutenant  C.  S.  Arnall,  Acting  Assistant  Adju- 
tant-General: 

Lieutenant  :  In  pursuance  of  orders  from  bri- 
gade headquarters,  I  herewith  transmit  report  of 
this  regiment  during  the  engagement  near  Freder- 
icksburg, December  thirteen,  1862. 

On  the  morning  of  twelfth  December,  the 
regiment  with  the  brigade  left  camp  with  two 
hundred  and  forty-six  men,  non-commissioned, 
&c,  with  seventeen  commissioned  officers,  taking 
the  road  leading  to  Fredericksburg.  Having 
marched  a  distance  of  about  six  miles,  we  were 
halted  along  the  railroad  and  ordered  to  load ; 
which  being  accomplished,  we  marched  and 
countermarched  along  the  railroad.  Taking  an  ob- 
lique course  across  the  field  to  the  left  of  the  road, 
we  proceeded  alone;  and  upon  the  top  of  the  hills 
overlooking  the  valley  about  and  around  Freder- 
icksburg, where  we  remained  during  the  remain- 
der of  the  day  and  night,  without  anything  of 
importance  occurring  worthy  of  note.  In  the 
morning,  at  nine  o'clock,  cannonading  became 
very  heavy  on  our  right,  which  continued  until 
the  fire  was  extended  along  our  whole  line.  Dur- 


ing this  artillery  duel  several  of  the  men 
the  left  of  the  regiment  were  wounded,  one 
ously,  in  Company  F.    About  one  o'clock  we» 
again  ordered  back,  and  formed  line  of  btttlelt] 
hundred  yards  in  rear  of  our  former  post*. 
After  remaining  in  this  position  a  short  rimetbl 
roar  of  musketry  plainly  indicated  that  the 
had  commenced.    We  then  'moved  forward 
what  is  called  "  the  military  road,"  under  hetrji 
of  shell,  &c.    We  were  there  halted  a  few 
ments,  then  ordered  by  the  right  flank, 
forward  perhaps  half  a  mile,  when  halted  tfu^.j 
for  a  few  moments,  throwing  out  skirmiibni 
the  same  time,  moving  forward  in  line  of ' 
for  a  few  hundred  yards  to  a  fence  a  shortly 
tance  from  the  railroad,  then  we  were  halted  m 
remained  until  the  firing  ceased,  which  nil 
little  after  dark,  then  we  moved  back  to  thedl 
tary  road  and  remained  until  near  daylight,  ill 
we  were  moved  forward  and  took  a  postal 
front  along  the  railroad.    In  this  poatioa* 
remained  during  the  day  and  night  with  no  (At 
casualties,  save  one  man  wounded  inCompatll 
The  firing  continued  during  the  inj 
the  whole  line  of  skirmishers  ;  remaining  intk 
position  during  the  day  and  night,  we  were » 
lieved  near  daylight  by  General  Rodes'a  brink, 
when  we  took  up  the  line  of  march,  moving  wk 
perhaps  one  mile  and  a  half,  where  we  remand 
until  next  morning  about  nine  o'clock,  at  tis 
period  we  were  ordered  to  move,  taking  tte 
direction  of  Port  Royal,  we  marched  until  a  late 
hour,  where  we  encamped  upon  the  farm  of 

in  Caroline  county,  Virginia,  where  we  wt 
are.  I  must  say,  in  conclusion,  with  the  excep- 
tions already  mentioned  in  a  former  report,  tnft 
men  and  officers  never  behaved  so  gallantly,  asi, 
in  justice  to  all,  I  can  give  no  one  more  prate 
than  another.  Sufficient  to  say  that  all  were  at 
their  posts  and  did  their  duty.  Annexed  pt 
will  find  list  of  casualties. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  J.  Williams, 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  commanding  Regtaot 
List  of  Casualties  in  Fifth  Virginia  Volunteer*: 

Company  D.  —  Wounded :  Cyrus  Lotts,  acci- 
dentally in  finge/. 

Company  E,  —  Wounded :  John  Harris,  aeri- 
ously  in  abdomen. 

Company  F. —  Wounded:  Lieutenant  Join 
M.  Brown,  slightly  in  leg ;  Private  Alfred  Shefet, 
leg  amputated;  Sergeant  J.  Dunlop,  slightly  in 
shoulder ;  Wm.  H.  Rodgers,  seriously  in  leg; 
John  Jorden,  slightly  in  arm;  Wm.  T.  BaSf. 
slightly  in  shoulder;  James  Trimble,  slightly  in 
knee. 

Company  L.  —  Wounded:  Corporal  Gerard 
Kin,  slightly  in  leg ;  F.  M.  Wood,  accidental  in 
finger. 

Total  number  wounded,  eleven. 
Respectfully, 

C.  H.  Calhoun, 

Acting  Aiyitist 
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Doc.  3. 
FREDERICKSBURG,  VA. 

LV  OF  MAJ.-GEN.  FRANKLIN.* 

the  sixth  day  of  April  last  a  Report,  pur- 
^ig  to  be  signed  by  the  members  of  the  Joint 
lUMJBiltee  on  t  tie  Conduct  of  the  War,  was  pub- 
s*hed  hi  man)  of  the  leading  papers  in  the 
>tted  States. 

he  Thirty-seventh  Congress  expired,  by  con- 
ttional  limitation,  on  the  fourth  of  March 
yvious.    Some  of  the  testimony  embodied  in 
report  has  been  taken  since  that  time,  and, 
intently,  this  document  has  been  spread  be- 
the  country  without  having  been  submitted 
"  m  branch  of  Congress. 
>  not  refer  to  this  irregular  proceeding  of  a 
Mamiitce  which  bad  ceased  to  have  a  legal  ex- 
f  as  a  defence  against  the  charges  of  which 
r  have  convicted  me,  but  as  one  of  the  facts 
iy  to  be  considered  in  connection  with  the 
t  itself,  and  the  purposes  it  was  intended 
rve. 

_  committee  have  not  devoted  much  space 
o  me,  either  in  citations  of  testimony  or  in  state- 
rant*nts  of  their  own;  but  in  that  limited  space 
*  *iey  have  presented  me  before  the  country  as 
*"«sponsible  for  the  loss  of  the  battle  of  Freder- 
*<?k»bufv,  tn  consequence  of  my  disobedience  of 
order*  of  General  Burn  side. 

this  be  true,  I  have  been  guilty  of  the  high- 
crime  known  to  the  militarjglaw,  for  the  com- 
l  of  which  my  life  is  forfeit  and  my  name 
ned  to  infamy, 
■slice  to  the  country,  to  the  administration 
eh  has  given  me  important  commands  in  its 
aits,  and  to  myself,  demands  that  I  meet  these 
Iro  allegations  as  promptly  as  possible ;  while, 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case,  the 
t***de  1  adopt  is  the  only  one  open  to  me. 
gw  JSince  the  publication  of  the  report,  I  have  re- 
S^ived  an  answer  to  an  inquiry  at  the  Adjutant- 
-Jjj^neraTs  office,  informing  me  that  there  are 
2*^*  charges  on  file  against  me  at  the  department, 
which,  as  a  soldier,  I  am  amenable.  I  am  not 
Jjli  liberty  to  ignore  a  report  which  has  already 
*^ached  the  hands  of  a  majority  of  the  loyal  people 
the  United  States,  emanating  from  a  com- 
^fctittee  of  their  representatives  in  Congress,  be- 
^uie  the  legislative  department  of  the  govern- 
ment boa  taken  upon  itself  duties  that  belong  to 
\he  executive.  I  cannot  shut  my  eyes  to  the 
Magnitude  of  the  question  in  its  immediate  public 
Inspect.  If  it  affected  only  myself,  I  might  be 
^rell  contented  with  the  verdict  which  history  will 
^marn  upon  the  transaction,  under  the  sacred,  law 
Vhich  governs  the  ultimate  triumph  of  the  truth. 

For  two  years  we  have  been  struggling  to  sub- 
doe  a  rebellion  to  enormous  in  its  proportions 
mnd  so  persistent  in  its  purposes  that  it  has  be- 
:  a  revolution. 


•  A  reply  of  Major  General  William  B.  Franklin,  to  the 
Vtport  or  the  Joint  Committee  of  Congress  on  the  conduct 
«r  the  war,  submitted  to  the  public  on  the  6th  of  April, 
1063. 


This  government  has  put  into  the  field  over 
seven  hundred  thousand  men.  To  discipline 
these  men,  and  to  lead  them  in  the  field,  the 
country  must  depend  upon  such  as  have  been 
educated,  to  some  extent  at  least,  in  military 
science.  Hence  it  is  a  public  question  of  the 
highest  possible  importance,  whether  an  officer 
who  has  held  important  commands  since  the  be- 
ginning of  the  war  is  entitled  to  the  confidence  of 
the  people,  or  has  justly  forfeited  his  claim  to  it. 
It  is  a  sad  commentary  upon  the  disjointed  con- 
dition of  the  times,  that  at  the  very  moment  when 
the  nation  is  offering  its  blood  and  treasure  with- 
out stint  in  the  effort  to  preserve  inviolate  the 
principles  of  civil  liberty,  a  citizen  of  that  nation, 
however  humble,  shall  be  accused,  tried,  and  con- 
demned of  an  infamous  crime,  before  a  tribunal 
sitting  in  secret  session,  without  notice,  or  even 
an  intimation  of  the  charges  made  against  him ; 
without  the  opportunity  to  confront  or  examine 
the  witnesses  brought  against  him ;  to  be  himself 
called  and  interrogated,  in  utter  ignorance  that 
he  is  under  trial ;  and,  finally,  to  be  denied  per- 
mission to  produce  witnesses,  when  the  fact  be- 
came apparent  to  him  that  he  was,  for  some  unex- 
plained reason,  in  danger  of  condemnation. 

Since  the  time  when  the  corner-stone  of  all 
civil  liberty  was  laid  under  that  government  from 
which  we  derive  our  laws,  which  gives  to  the 
meanest  subject,  or  the  greatest  criminal,  the 
right  to  meet  his  accusers  face  to  face  and  to 
confront  his  witnesses,  no  parallel  can  be  found, 
in  the  history  of  constitutional  governments,  so 
startling  in  its  violations  of  all  that  is  sacred  in 
personal  rights,  as  are  the  proceedings  of  the 
secret  tribunals  created  by  the  Congress  which 
has  iust  expired. 

The  report  in  question  has  been  given  to  the 
press,  but  no  part  of  the  evidence  is  published, 
except  such  extracts  as  the  committee  nave  seen 
fit  to  embody  in  the  report  itself.  Of  my  own 
testimony  given  before  the  committee,  but  a 
small  part  is  printed.  I  shall  therefore  submit  to 
the  public  some  facts,  stated  by  me  to  the  com- 
mittee, which  they  have  not  published,  and  some 
of  the  proofs  which  I  requested  the  committee 
to  take,  but  which  they  declined,  upon  the  ground 
that  they  had  not  the  time  to  take  the  testimony. 

Among  the  facts  submitted  by  me  to  the  com- 
mittee, which  they  have  not  noticed,  are  some 
which  I  must  repeat  in  substance  here. 

On  the  twelfth  day  of  December  last,  when  I 
crossed  the  llappahannock,  I  was  in  command  of 
the  Left  Grand  Division  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  which  numbered  about  forty  thousand 
men.  It  was  entirely  crossed  and  posted  in  line 
of  battle  by  three  o'clock  of  that  day.  My  com- 
mand consisted  of  two  corps  of  three  divisions 
each.  At  five  o'clock  General  Burnside  came  to 
my  headquarters,  where  he  met  —  with  me  — 
Generals  William  F.  Smith  and  John  F.  Reynolds, 
corps  commanders.  The  subject  of  conversation 
was  a  proposed  attack  upon  the  enemy  on  the 
following  morning,  when  1  strongly  advised  Gen- 
eral Burnside  to  make  an  attack  (torn  ^\mm 
upon  the  enemy's  right,  witu  a  co\umxi  ol  *x\«Mk 
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thirty  thousand  men,  to  be  sent  in  at  daylight  in 
the  morning-.  At  that  time  two  divisions  of  Gen- 
eral Hooker's  commansl  were  cm  the  north  *ide 
of  the  river,  near  the  bridge*  that  I  hud  crossed. 

Ia  order  to  make  such  an  attack  as  I  advised*  1 
informed  General  Burnside  that  these  two  divis- 
ions must  be  crossed  during  the  night  I  reiter- 
a^id  my  request  that  I  should  receive  my  orders 
as  early  as  possible,  that  I  might  make  the  neces- 
sary dispositions  of  the  troops  before  daylight- 
He  stated  at  one  time  that  I  should  have  my  or- 
ders in  any  event  before  midnight,  and  at  another, 
that  I  shotild  have  them  in  two  or  three  hour*. 
He  left  my  headquarters  about  six  o'clock  P.  51., 
and  I  awaited  his  orders  during  the  night.  None 
reached  me  until  half  past  seven  o'clock  in  the 
morning.  At  midnight  I  sent  an  aid  to  ask  for 
them,  and  received  the  reply  that  they  were  being 
prepared,  and  would  be  sent  forthwith*  The  order 
which  I  received  was  brought  by  General  Hardie, 
of  General  Burn  side's  staff,  well  known  in  the  ser- 
vice as  an  able  and  zealous  officer.  It  reached 
my  hands  at  Th,  30m.  on  the  morning  of  the 
thirteenth.  My  command  was  then  in  the  same 
position  as  when  General  Burnside  left  my  head- 
quarters the  evening  previous.  The  night  had 
passed  without  orders,  and  General  Hooker's  two 
divisions  were  still  on  the  other  side  of  the  river. 
With  the  light  furnished  by  this  state  of  facts, 
General  Burn  side's  order,  though  incongruous  and 
contradictory  on  its  face,  admitted  of  but  one  in- 
terpretation, vijs.(  that  he  intended  to  make  an 
armed  observation  from  the  left,  to  ascertain  the 
strength  of  the  enemy,  —  an  interpretation  also 
Riven  to  it  bv  both  of  my  corps  commanders. 
The  order  is  as  folio wa : 

11 1 1  k  a  ihjim  ar  En  s  Army  of  Potomac,  i 
December  13,  5,5o  A.M.  \ 

"  Major-  General  Franklint  commanding  Left 
Grand  Diet  si  on,  Army  of  Potomac  : 
41  General  Hardie  will  carry  this  despatch  to  you 
and  remain  with  you  during  the  day.  The  Gen- 
eral cnimnnndiiig  directs  that  you  keep  your 
whole  command  in  position  for  a  rapid  movement 
down  the  Old  Richmond  road ;  and  you  will  send 
out  at  once  a  division  at  least t  to  pass  below 
6  mi  infield,  to  seize,  if  possible,  the  heights  near 
Captain  Hamilton's,  mi  this  side  of  the  Massa- 
ponax,  taking  care  to  keep  it  well  supported,  and 
Us  line  uj  rctreui  open.  He  has  urdered  another 
column,  of  a  division  or  more,  to  be  moved  from 
General  Sumner's  command  up  the  Plank  road  to 
its  intersection  with  the  Telegraph  road,  where 
they  will  divide,  with  a  view  to  seizing  the  heights 
*m  both  those  roads.  Holding  these  heights,  with 
the  heights  near  Captain  Hamilton's,  will,  he 
hopes,  compel  the  enemy  to  evacuate  the  whole 
ridge  between  these  points. 

"  He  makes  these  moves  by  columns  distant 
from  each  other,  with  the  view  of  avoiding  the 
possibility  of  a  collision  of  our  own  forces,  which 
might  occur  in  a  general  movement  during  the 
fog.  Two  of  General  Hooker's  divisions  are  in 
your  rear,  at  the  bridges,  and  will  remain  there 
as  supports.  Copies  of  instructions  given  to 
Generals  Sumner  and  Hooker  will  be  forwarded 


to  you  by  an  orderly  very  soon.  Ton  ■§! 
your  whale  command  in  rcadine**  to  mtttt* 
as  soon  as  the  fog  lifts.    The  watchwarM 

if  possible,  should  be  given  to  every  t 
will  be  1  Scott' 
« I  have  the  honor  to  be,  General, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  lem*  j 
(i  John  G.  Pabki 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  after  ordering 
keep  my  whole  command  in  readiuei*  fori 
movement  down  the  Old  Richmond  roii 
directed  to  send  out  at  once  a  division  at 
seize  the  hill  at  Hamilton's.  After 
the  order  to  General  Sumner,  he  reflenaW 
direction  to  keep  my  whole  command  is 
for  the  Richmond  road  movement. 

For  three  hours  before  the  order 
was  satisfied  that  General  Burnside  had  giwiq 
the  idea  (if  he  ever  entertained  it)  of  miking  • 
attack  in  force  from  the  left,  for  the  detyl 
sending  the  orders  made  such  an  attack  uflpi* 
hie  with  any  reasonable  chance  of  success,  Ant 
in  this  connection  it  is  not  improper  in  me  to  OS 
that  a  map,  made  by  the  rebel  General  jncbui 
topographical  engineer,  has  fallen  into  the  faai 
of  our  officers  since  General  Hooker  his  beak 
command,  from  which  it  is  apparent  tlut  4i 
enemy's  position  could  not  have 
any  force  less  than  that  recoi 
the  afternoon  of  the  twelfth. 

General  Burnside  knew  the  strength  in 
and  position,  as  well  us  the  desperate  deUrmb*- 
lion  of  the  rebel  Amy.  Had  he  intended  a  mt)<** 
meut  in  force,  his  orders  both  to  myself  and  Gtr 
era!  Sumner  would  have  been  commensurate  ftti 
such  a  purpose.  Had  he  expected  me  to  mill 
such  an  attack  upon  an  enemy  whom  I  hod  wf* 
too  often  to  be  guilty  of  the  folly  of  undemtiflg, 
he  would  have  piven  me  the  night  in  which  to 
make  a  disposition  of  my  troops  for  the  ccoffirt 
of  the  morrow,  instead  of  leaving  me  to  pats  it  p 
sleepless  anxiety  in  my  tent. 

General  Burnside  ought  to  have  known,  md 
doubtless  did  know,  that  to  make  hi^  >♦ - 
tack/'  and  thereby  bring  on  a  general  en 
on  my  fronts  under  an  order  of  this 
sent  after  daylight  in  the  morning,  was  toi 
his  troops  to  a  useless  and  unavailable  tkurittt; 
and,  therefore,  he  uuuld  not  have  intended  &  I 
acted  upon  the  order  at  once,  as  nearly  aerating 
to  its  literal  directions  as  was  in  my  power.  Tat 
attack  was  ordered  to  be  led  by  General  Maris, 
one  of  the  ablest  officers  in  our  service,  supported 
by  General  Gibbon  on  his  right,  and  General 
Doubleday  in  reserve.  These  three  diviaow 
formed  one  of  the  two  corps  (General  ReyuolaYi) 
under  my  command  on  the  south  side  of  the  river. 
Shortly  after  Meade  advanced,  the  enemy* 
cavalry  appeared  on  the  left,  accompanied  by 
artillery,  and  Doubleday  was  ordered  to  drive 
them  away.  Soon  after  these  troops  were  ad- 
vanced, finding  that  the  enemy  was  in  force  on  all 
sides,  I  sent  to  General  Stoneman  to  cross  with 
one  of  his  divisions,  and  before  that  had  entirely 
crossed  his  second  division  was  also  ordered  over. 
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The  crossing  of  these  divisions  (which  should 
have  been  made  during  the  previous  night,  had 
an  attack  in  force  been  contemplated)  occupied  at 
least  three  hours.  While  this  was  going  on,  one 
of  General  Smith's  divisions  was  also  ordered  to 
report  to  General  Reynolds.  Of  these  several 
movements  General  Burnside  was  kept  informed, 
by  reports  made  by  General  Hardie  to  him  at  in- 
tervals during  the  day ;  and  between  7.40  a.  m. 
and  3.40  P.  M.  it  was  reported  to  him,  by  an  offi- 
cer of  his  own  staff,  that  out  of  the  eight  divisions 
composing  my  entire  command,  including  the 
two  divisions  that  had  been  ordered  across  the 
river,  six  divisions  had  been  employed  in  making 
the  effort  to  seize  Hamilton's  hill,  keeping  the  at- 
tacking force  supported,  and  in  checking  the  ad- 
vance of  the  enemy,  while  but  two  divisions  were 
left  to  protect  the  bridges,  the  right  and  the  centre, 
and  to  keep  the  line  of  retreat  open,  and  which  two 
divisions  were  actually  attacked  during  the  day. 

After  my  testimony  had  been  taken  bv  the  com- 
mittee, and  they  had  declined  to  call  General 
Hardie  as  a  witness,  I  asked  permission  to  hand 
them  copies  of  the  reports  made  by  him  to  Gen- 
eral Burnside  during  the  day.  This  request  was 
granted ;  and  although  it  is  impossible  to  over- 
state the  value  of  the  testimony  contained  in  these 
despatches,  fourteen  in  number,  sent  from  the  field 
of  battle  by  an  officer  of  the  staff  of  General 
Burnside,  who  could  have  had  no  motive  at  the 
time  to  state  anything  but  the  exact  truth,  as  the 
events  were  transpiring  under  his  own  eyes,  yet 
no  mention  of,  or  reference  to,  these  despatches  is 
made  by  the  committee  in  their  report.  As 
they  present  a  statement  of  the  transactions  of 
the  dm  upon  the  left,  as  seen  by  a  competent  and 
impartial  witness,  I  present  them  in  lull,  in  the 
order  in  which  they  were  sent.  It  will  be  noticed 
that  the  first  despatch  is  dated  at  7.40  A.  M.  This 
despatch  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

•«  Headquarters  Franklin's  Grand  Division,  / 
December  13, 7.40  A.  m.  j 

"  General  Burnside : 

"General  Meade's  division  is  to  make  the 
movement  from  our  left j  but  it  is  reported  that 
the  enemy's  skirmishers  are  advancing,  indicating 
an  attack  upon  our  position  on  the  left. 

"  James  A.  Hardie, 

"  Brigadier-General  Vols.,  Assistant  Inspector  General." 

The  telegraph  station  connecting  with  General 
Burnside's  headquarters  was  about  one  third  of 
a  mile  from*  my  headquarters,  so  that  bv  eight 
o'clock  of  that  morning  General  Burnside  was 
informed  by  his  Assistant  Inspector-General  of 
the  fact  that  I  had  sent  General  Meade's  division 
to  make  the  movement  directed  by  him.  I  sub- 
mit, with  entire  confidence,  that  had  General 
Burnside,  upon  the  receipt  of  General  Hardie's 
first  despatch,  discovered  that  I  had  either  misap- 
prehended his  order,  or  was  sending  too  small  a 
force  to  its  execution,  he  would  at  the  moment 
have  corrected  my  misapprehension. 

So  far  from  that,  General  Burnside  did  not  com- 
municate with  me  in  any  manner  from  that  time 
until  2.25  p.  M.  of  that  day,  when  he  sent  me  an 
order  in  writing,  in  which  it  was  stated  that  my 


instructions  of  this  morning  were  so  farmodijd 
as  to  require  an  advance  upon  the  heights  tss> 
diately  in  my  front.  General  Hardie's  desjti 
upon  the  receipt  of  this  order  is  as  follows: 

"  Headquarters  Left  Grand  Dittos,! 

"December  13, 2J» p.i.  | 

"  General  Burnside: 

"  Despatch  received.  Franklin  will  do  sslst 
New  troops  gone  in ;  will  report  soon  again. 

"  J  Aires  A  Hako, 
"  Brigadier-General  YoluM? 


i*1 


Later  in  the  day,  and  after  three  o'clock,  ik 
every  regiment  that  I  could  spare  was  engagrfi 
various  parts  of  the  field  (as  will  appear  byiek  fe* 
ring  to  Hardie's  reports,  and  General  BarMS?i^t7 
own  testimony  hereafter  given)  with  an  eoesj 
that  greatly  outnumbered  us,  and  when  aHvf 
energies  were  directed  to  save  the  wing  from  hsisj 
overpowered,  and  its  line  of  retreat  cut  off,  I  » 
ceived  a  verbal  message  from  General  Bunuik, 
by  one  of  his  staff,  that  General  Sumner's  trow 
were  being  hard  pressed,  with  a  request  to  on 
a  diversion  in  his  favor  if  I  could.    To  this  lib 
responded  that  I  would  do  my  best 

For  the  details  of  what  was  done  by  me  dsns] 
the  day,  I  leave  General  Hardie's  despatches 
speak  for  themselves.  He  was  at  my  side  firaa 
shortly  after  sunrise  until  sunset.  lie  not  oslj 
knew  of  every  order  and  movement  made  by 
or  under  my  direction,  but  was  a  perfectly  cans* 
tent  judge  of  their  wisdom  and  sufficiency. 

In  the  performance  of  an  act  of  common  jusdes 
he  has  placed  these  despatches  at  my  disposal.* 

The  following  are  copies  of  all  those  sent  by  In 
on  the  thirteenth  of  December,  the  day  of  the  battle: 

Headquartsbs  Franklin's  Grand  DmsiosJ 
December  13,  7.40  A.  M.  | 

General  Burnside: 

General  Meade's  division  is  to  make  the  mow- 
ment  from' our  left;  but  it  is  just  reported  tint 
the  enemy's  skirmishers  are  advancing,  iiKbeausg 
an  attack  upon  our  position  on  the  left. 

9  o'clock  a.  a. 

General  Meade  just  moved  out.  Doubleday  asp* 
ports  him.  Meade's  skirmishers  engaged,  how- 
ever, at  once  with  enemy's  skirmishers.  Battery 
opening,  on  Meade  probably,  from  position  on 
Old  Richmond  road. 

11  o'clock  a.  *. 

Meade  advanced  half  a  mile,  and  holds  on.  In- 
fantry of  enemy  in  woods  in  front  of  extreme  left, 
also  in  front  of  Howe.  No  loss  so  far  of  great 
importance.  General  Vinton  badly  but  not  dst- 
gerously  wounded. 

Later — Beynolds  has  been  forced  to  desdsp 
his  whole  line.  An  attack  of  some  force  of  ene- 
my's troops  on  our  left  seems  probable,  as  far  » 
can  now  be  judged.  Stoneman  has  been  dirtdd 
to  cross  one  division  to  support  our  left  Report 
of  cavalry  pickets  from  the  other  side  of  the  rim, 
that  enemy's  troops  were  moving  down  the  river 

*  In  addition  to  the  forces  referred  to  in  these  deapatdKi, 
a  division  from  General  Wilcox's  corps  reported  to  w» 
late  in  the  afternoon,  and  was  pat  in  the  vicinity  of 
bridges ;  too  late,  however,  to  aid  In  any  of  the  operatiaaf 
on  the  extreme  left. 
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luring  the  latter  part  of  the  night 
ts  reported  movements  in  their  front, 
mi.  Still  they  have  a  strong  force 
irith  batteries  there. 

12  o'clock  M. 
vision  is  now  getting  into  position, 
.eynolds  will  order  Meade  to  advance, 
r  the  river  are  to  shell  the  enemy's 
ve  woods  in  front  of  Reynolds's  left 
le  effect  will  be  to  protect  Meade's 
column  of  the  enemy's  infantry  is 
;  the  crest  of  the  hills  from  right  to 
3k  at  it. 

12.5  P.  M. 

eade's  line  is  advancing  in  the  direc- 
cribed  this  morning. 

l  o'clock  p.  m. 
med  a  battery  on  Reynolds,  enfilading 
nolds  has  opened  all  his  batteries 
ort  yet.   Reynolds  hotly  engaged  at 
;  will  report  in  a  few  moments  again. 

1.15  o'clock  P.  M. 
^agements  of  infantry.   Enemy  in 
iattery  is.    Meade  is  assaulting  the 
ort  in  a  few  minutes  again. 

1.25  o'clock  p.  m. 
i  the  woods  in  his  front ;  seems  to  be 
>n.  Reynolds  will  push  Gibbon  in  if 
rhe  battery  and  woods  referred  to 
r  Hamilton's  house.  The  infantry 
►uged  and  quite  heavy.  Things  look 
Men  in  fine  spirits. 

1.40  o'clock  p.  m. 
ing  carried  a  portion  of  the  enemy's 
he  woods,  we  have  three  hundred 
inemy's  batteries  on  extreme  left  re- 
h  work;  men  fight  well.  Gibbon 
I  to  Meade's  right ;  men  fight  well, 
lemy.  Meade  has  suffered  severely. 
Meade's  left  not  engaged. 

2J  o'clock  p.  M. 
1  Meade  driven  back  from  the  woods. 
>  forward.  Jackson's  corps  of  the 
i  on  the  left.  General  Gibbon  slight- 
General  Bayard  mortally  wounded 
firings  do  not  look  as  well  on  Rey- 
still  well  have  new  troops  in  soon. 

2.25  P.  M. 

eceived.  Franklin  will  do  his  best, 
one  in  —  will  report  soon  again. 

3  o'clock  p.  m. 
eems  to  be  holding  his  own.  Things 
imewhat. 

3.40  o'clock  p.  m. 
id  Meade's  divisions  are  badly  used 
•  another  advance  on  the  enemy  on 
it  be  made  this  afternoon.  Double- 
will  rcnlace  Meade's  as  soon  as  it 
ited,  and  if  it  be  done  in  time,  of 
t  attack  will  be  made.  The  enemy 
i  the  woods  on  our  left  towards  Ham- 
's threatening  the  safety  of  that  por- 
ta.   They  seem  to  have  detached  a  I 


portion  of  their  force  to  our  front,  where  Howe 
and  Brooks  are  now  engaged.  Brooks  has  some 
prisoners,  and  is  down  to  the  railroad.  Just  as 
soon  as  the  left  is  safe,  our  forces  here  will  be 
prepared  for  a  front  attack,  but  it  may  be  too  late 
this  afternoon.  Indeed,  we  are  engaged  in  front 
anyhow.  Notwithstanding  the  unpleasant  items 
I  relate,  the  morale  generally  of  the  troops  is 
good. 

44  o'clock  P.  M. 
The  enemy  is  still  in  force  on  our  left  and  front 
An  attack  on  our  batteries  in  front  has  been  re- 
pulsed. A  new  attack  has  just  opened  on  our 
left,  but  the  left  is  safe,  though  it  is  too  late  to 
advance  either  to  the  left  or  front. 

I  am  willing  to  abide  by  this  testimony,  to 
determine  whether  I  lost  the  battle  of  Fredericks- 
burg in  consequence  of  my  disobedience  of  an 
order  directing  me  "  to  attack  with  a  division  at 
least,  and  to  keep  it  well  supported." 

On  the  night  following  I  was  with  General 
Burnside  at  his  headquarters,  when  he  informed 
me  that  he  intended  to  renew  the  attack  from  the 
right,  and  to  lead  the  Ninth  corps  in  person.  At 
two  interviews  during  that  nijjht,  (which  lasted  at 
least  two  hours,)  he  did  not  intimate  to  me  any 
disapprobation  of  my  conduct,  or  of  that  of  my 
officers  anil  men,  during  that  day. 

Again  I  urged  upon  him  that  if  the  attack  was 
to  be  renewed  to  renew  it  from  the  left,  but  with 
such  force  and  preparations  as  would  command 
success.  An  order,  however,  for  an  attack  from 
the  right  was  given  by  him.  On  the  following 
day  I  had  another  interview  with  General  Burn- 
side,  at  his  request,  in  which  he  informed  me  that 
strong  protests  were  made  against  a  renewal  of 
the  attack  by  Generals  Sumner  and  Hooker,  and 
he  abandoned  the  plan  of  another  attack  with  ex- 

Eressions  of  the  greatest  reluctance.  I  was  with 
im  for  two  or  three  hours  on  that  occasion ;  and 
during  that  interview  he  did  not  express  or  inti- 
mate, in  his  language  or  deportment  toward  me, 
that  he  was  not  entirely  satisfied  with  my  conduct, 
and  that  of  my  officers  and  men.  On  the  Wednes- 
day or  Thursday  following  I  had  another  inter- 
view with  him,  in  which,  so  far  from  expressing 
any  dissatisfaction  with  me,  he  stated  very  dis- 
tinctly, that  I  alone  of  his  generals  had  "  held  up 
his  hands,"  (as  he  expressed  it ;)  that  he  had  fully 
determined  to  resign  his  command,  and  to  recom- 
mend me  as  his  successor,  as  the  commanding 
general  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  From  that 
time  until  I  was  relieved  from  the  command  of 
the  left  grand  division,  although  frequently  called 
into  consultation  by  General  Burnside,  he  never 
had  told  me,  or  gave  me  to  understand,  that  I 
either  misconstrued  or  disobeyed  his  orders,  or 
was  in  any  way  responsible  for  the  disaster  of 
the  thirteenth,  or  had  in  the  least  lost  his  confi- 
dence.. Indeed,  had  he  believed  that  I  had  diso- 
beyed his  orders  on  the  thirteenth,  he  could  not 
have  discharged  his  duty  to  the  country  without 
preferring  charges  against  me  to  that  effect. 

It  was  during  the  period  of  tima  Wx  ratera^. 
to  that  the  General  Order  lftw&t  tab 
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committee  have  made  reference  in  their  report, 
was  directed  to  be  issued  bv  General  Burnside. 


failure  from  the  shoulders  of  those  abore^ai 
places  it  upon  those  below  us,  I  will  pn\;.ir 


The  committee  state  that  this  order  dismissed  i  documentary  evidence  from  General  Bur.>ift 


some  officers  from  the  service,  subject  to  the  ap- 
proval of  the  President,  and  relieved  others  from 
duty  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac ;  that  General 
Burn  side  asked  the  President  to  sanction  the  or- 
der, or  accept  his  resignation  as  Major-Gcneral ; 
that  the  President  acknowledged  that  General 
Bumsid?  was  rvjht,  but  declined  to  decide  with- 
out consulting  with  some  of  his  advisers.  As  I 
was  relieved  from  duty  with  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac almost  immediately  after  this  interview  with 
the  President,  I  shall  assume  that  I  was  one  of 
the  officers  thus  relieved  in  the  order ;  au  assump- 
tion I  could  not  make  from  any  evidence  derived 
from  General  Burnside's  conduct  to  me  when  we 
were  together,  but  which  I  am  compelled  to  make, 
because  I  have  been  so  informed  Dy  two  gentle- 
men of  high  character,  who  have  seen  and  read 
the  order. 

It  further  appears  from  the  report,  that  the 
committee  had  that  order  before  them ;  and  as 
they  have  seen  fit  to  visit  upon  me  solely  the 
responsibility  for  the  loss  of  the  battle  of  Freder- 
icksburg, without  referring  in  any  manner  to  the 
renulse  on  the  right,  or  stating  its  fearful  loss  in 
killed  and  wounded,  I  feel  at  liberty  to  state,  on 
the  authority  of  these  same  gentlemen  who  have 
seen  Order  Xo.  8,  that  under  that  order  General 
Hooker  was  one  of  the  officer*  dismissed  from  ser- 
vice, subject  to  the  approval  qf  Hue  President.  If, 
therefore,  that  order  is  invoked  as  a  record  of 
conviction,  and,  by  it,  General  Hooker  is  dis- 
missed while  I  am  only  relieved,  I  have  the  right 
to  state  the  fact,  and  leave  the  public  to  judge  of 
the  motives  of  the  committee  —  it  stating  that 
they  have  not  considered  it  essential  to  report 
upon  the  operations  of  the  right  wing  in  this  oat- 
tle.  Not  only  so,  but  I  have  a  right  to  challenge 
the  verity  of  the  statement  "that  the  President 
acknowledged  General  Burnside  was  right,"  when 
it  was  known  to  the  committee  that  in  the  same 
order  in  which  the  President  relieved  General 
Burnside  from  the  command  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  he  made  General  Hooker  his  successor. 

But  I  shall  not  accept  it  as  conclusive  against 
my  conduct,  that  General  Burnside  did  recom- 
mend that  I  should  be  relieved.  It  is  a  part  of 
the  history  of  the  times  that  after  the  failure  of 
his  attempt  upon  the  rebel  army  behind  the 
heights  of  Fredericksburg,  he  addressed  a  letter 
to  General  Halleck,  relieving  the  Secretary  of 


hand,  that  his  plan,  as  given  to  the  comsittA 
was  not  the  plan  on  which  he  couductrda 
operations  of  the  battle. 

The  committee  have  printed  General  Bun«:ii 
plan  of  attack  as  given  by  him.  By  the>iiH 
this,  I  print  an  extract  from  the  letter  uf  («m 
Burnside  to  General  Halleck,  dated  Dc-regs 
nineteenth,  six  days  after  the  battle,  by  vuj  k 
appears  that  he  intended  to  make  his  '•  v*m 
attack,"  as  he  there  calls  it,  over  two  mi!n  fat 
my  front  and  unon  the  heights  in  the  b 
town  of  Fredericksburg,  and  that  part  of  kL^/k* 
to  me  in  which  he  informed  me  of  the  orifi 
which  he  had  given  to  General  Sumntr.  di'i:: 
that  General  Sumner's  movement  was  to  be  tiair 
taneous  with  mine.  In  this  he  states  the 
ures  taken  to  avoid  a  collision  between  Gv:a 
Sumner's  forces  and  mine,  while  in  the  \Lz  V 
fore  the  committee  he  is  represented  an  Uiii:j^ 
that  he  did  not  mean  that  General  Sumner  *M>: 
move  until  I  had  taken  the  position  dai<jiv;t^ 
the  order. 

General  Burnside's  Plan  of  Attack,  as  gim 
the  Committee. 
"  The  enemy  had  cut  a  road  along  in  the  we 
of  the  line  of  neights  where  we  made  our  attxl 
by  means  of  which  they  connected  the  two 
of  their  army,  and  avoided  a  long  detour  arwfl 
through  a  bad  country.  I  obtained  from  a  coktd 
man,  from  the  other  side  of  the  town,  informed 
in  regard  to  this  new  road,  which  proved  v>  "* 
correct   I  wanted  to  obtain  possession  uftbs 
new  road,  and  that  was  my  reason  for  making  u 
attack  on  the  extreme  left.    I  did  not  intuitu  s> 
make  the  attack  on  the  right  until  that  pw'-ia 
had  been  taken,  winch  I  supposed  would  sUtt* 
the  enemy,  cutting  their  line  in  two ;  and  thru  1 
proposed  to  make  a  direct  attack  on  their  frti 
and  drive  them  out  of  their  works." 

General  Burnside's  Plan  of  Att>ick9in  his  Lite 
to  General  halleck. 
14 1  discovered  that  he  did  not  anticipate  th« 
crossing  of  our  whole  force  at  Fredericksburg 
and  I  hoped,  by  rapidly  throwing  the  whole  cos 
mand  over  at  that  place  to  separate,  by  a  vi:yw 
attack,  the  forces  of  the  enemy  on  the* river  bcto 
from  the  forces  behind  and  on  the  crest  in  rf 
rear  of  the  town,  iii  which  cose  wc  could  tigui  hi: 
with  great  advantage  in  our  favor.    For  ihi*» 


War  and  the  General-in-Chief  from  ail  responsi- 
bility for  that  movement ;  and  it  is  equally  true, !  had  to  gain  a  height  on  the  extreme  ri>jht  of  tr 
though  not  so  publicly  known,  that  shortly  after  1  crest  which  commanded  a  new  road  lately  mit 
that  Tetter  was  published,  General  Burnside  made  by  the  enemy,"  &c, 
quite  as  formal  and  earnest  a  request  to  the  Pres- 
ident to  remove  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the 
General-in-Chief  from  the  positions  severally  oc- 
cupied by  them,  as  he  did  to  dismiss  certain  of 
his  officers  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.   If  it  was 
true  that  the  movement  was  his  own,  it  was  but  an 


act  of  common  justice  to  assume  its  responsibility 
Without  intending  to  reflect  upon  that  kind  of 


Extract  from  General  Biumside's  Order  to  w 
informing  me  of  General  Sumner's  (frdm. 

44  He  has  ordered  another  column  of  a  divisi- 
or  more  to  be  moved  from  General  Suinne: 
command  up  the  Plank  road  to  its  intersect* 
of  the  Telegraph  road,  where  they  will  rii\ii 
with  a  view  to  seizing  the  heights  on  both 


magnanimity  that  takes  the  responsibility  of  a \  those  icraA*.  \ta\&xw&  xXatvi  Vtev^t^  with  t 
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aptain  Hamilton's,  will,  I  hope, 
my  to  evacuate  the  whole  riage 
points.  He  makes  those  moves 
ant  from  each  other,  with  a  view 
possibility  of  a  collision  of  our 
rh  might  occur  in  a  genera  movc- 
i  fog." 

ts  in  General  Burn  side's  letter  to 
his  statement  in  the  order  of  the 
e,  and  his  statement  of  his  plan 
littee,  all  agree  upon  one  point  at 
did  not  mean  to  make  his  "  main 
fither  of  those  orders.  *  Under  the 
d  he  designed  seizing,  first,  the 
of  the  town;  next,  the  heights 
Hamilton's,  which  he  supposed 
le  enemy ;  and  then,  he  proposed 
ect  attack "  in  the  enemy's  front, 
ut  of  his  works.  The  orders  not 
is,  but  the  fact,  in  all  the  signifi- 
is  of  its  results,  in  killed  und 
efore  the  committee,  that  General 
land  did  actually  move  to  seize 
□n  the  crest  in  rear  of  the  town," 
is  I  did  at  that  time.  I  had  not 
he  position  at  Captain  Hamilton's, 
:  troops  from  the  other  side  of  the 
6se  who  had  been  sent  to  make 
!eneral  Burnside  was  informed  of 
ral  Ilurdie  as  the  effort  progressed, 
to  be  accounted  for  that<Jeneral 
have  so  far  forgotten  his  intcn- 
"  that  he  did  not  intend  MAKING 
:he  ri^ht  until  that  position  (my 
en  taken  ?  "  If  he  did  not  intend 
lid  he  make  the  attack  before  the 
opened?  He  kuew  that  the  posi- 
was  not  taken ;  why  then  did  he 
Sumner  forward  if  his  intention 
1  back  until  it  was  taken  ?  If  he 
:hat  General  Sumner  should  move 
en  the  heights  at  Captain  Hamil- 
i  this  language  in  his  order  to  me 
\  ordered  another  column,  .of  a  </i- 
obe  moved  from  General  Sumner's 
le  Plank  road  to  its  intersection 
•aph  road,  where  they  will  divide 
eizing  the  heights  on  both  of  those 
ig  these  heights  with  the  heights 
famil  ton's  will,  he  hopes,  &c.  He 
>ves  by  columns  distant  from  each 
;w  of  avoiding  the  pass  Utility  of  a 
own  forces,  which  might  occur  in 
nent  during  the  fog." 
nguagc  of  a  simultaneous  move- 
no  doubt  may  be  left  about  it,  he 
on  why  he  keeps  the  moving  col- 
im  each  other,  that  they  might  not 
other  in  a  fog.  If  both  columns 
moved  at  the  same  time,  it  is  dif- 
r  they  could  have  collided  in  a  fog. 
»re,  perfectly  evident  that  under 
;ed  that  morning  by  General  Bum- 
ned  that  he  could  seize  certain 
o  miles  distant  from  each  other, 


with  the  comparatively  small  force  of  a  division 
sufficiently  supported,  for  each  column,  and  that 
when  these  were  taken,  he  expected  to  follow  up, 
by  orders  for  a  main  attack  with  the  "  whole  com- 
mand," which  I  was  to  keep  in  "  position  for  a 
rapid  movement  down  the  Old  Richmond  road." 
In  the  execution  of  these  orders,  the  enemy  dis- 
covered himself  in  force  so  much  greater' than 
General  Burnside  anticipated,  that  the  plan 
proved  totally  inadequate  to  its  expected  results. 

The  disaster  which  followed  is  a  matter  of  his- 
tory, and  considering  the  pressure  to  which  the 
mind  of  the  commanding  General  must  have  been 
subjected  since  that  time,  it  is  not  difficult  to  find 
a  reason  why  his  present  recollection  of  his  plan 
differs  so  materially  from  the  orders  which  he  gave 
before  the  movement  was  made ;  but  I  submit  that 
is  an  insufficient  reason  for  visiting  the  conse- 
quences of  the  failure  upon  his  subordinate  in 
command. 

After  reciting  the  order,  the  committee  state 
that  when  last  before  them,  I  considered  the 
meaning  of  the  order  to  be  an  armed  observation 
to  ascertain  where  the  enemy  was.  They  then 
proceed  as  follows :  44  In  his  (Franklin's)  testimony 
given  when  your  committee  were  at  Falmouth, 
he  says,  4 1  put  in  all  the  troops  that  I  thought 
it  prudent  and  proper  to  put  in.  I  fought  the 
whole  strength  of  my  command  as  far  as  I  could, 
and  at  the  same  time  keep  my  connection  with 
the  river  open.' "  These  two  statements  seem  to 
be  presented  under  the  idea  that  they  convict  me 
of  an  inconsistency,  and  in  the  report  furnished 
by  the  committee  to  one  of  the  newspapers,  printed 
in  pamphlet  form,  entitled  44  Tribune  War  Tract, 
No.  1,"  this  statement  of  the  committee  is  headed, 
in  capital  letters,  "  Franklin's  inconsistent  state- 
ments." What  inconsistency  is  there  between  my 
interpretation  of  the  second  clause  of  the  order, 
that  it  was  for  an  armed  observation  to  ascertain 
'  where  the  enemy  was,  and  in  the  statement  that 
in  sending  in  this  armed  force  of  observation  I  had 
ascertained  where  the  enemy  was,  and  had  been 
compelled  to  fight  the  whole  strength  of  my  com- 
mand as  far  as  I  could,  and  at  the  same  time  keep 
my  communication  witb  the  river  open,  in  resist- 
ing a  superior  force,  which  had  discovered  itself 
on  three  sides  of  me?  But  the  committee,  in 
quoting  my  testimony,  for  some  reason  satisfac- 
tory to  themselves,  have  omitted  to  state  what  was 
testified  by  me  in  the  same  connection. 

By  referring  to  the  testimony  given  by  me  at 
Falmouth,  (which  has  heretofore  been  made  pub- 
lic,) I  find  that  the  words  immediately  following 
the  quotation  made  by  the  committee  in  their 
present  report  are  as  follows :  44  The  reason  that 
we  failed  was,  that  we  had  not  troops  enough  to 
carry  the  points  where  the  attack  was  made,  tin- 
dcr  the  orders  that  were  given."  Why  the  com- 
mittee have  omitted  that  part  of  my  evidence, 
while  from  the  quotation  marks  the  reader  is  led 
to  suppose  the  whole  sentence  is  given,  I  shall 
not  stop  to  inquire. 

The  next  statement  in  the  report  refers  to  the 
number  of  troops  with  which  the  attack  was  made 
by  me,  under  the  orders  to  send  out 44  a  division 
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at  least,*'  to  seize  the  heights  near  Captain  Hamil- 
ton's, and  that  is  headed  in  the  tract  in  the  same 
conspicuous  manner,  "Franklin  responsible  for 
the  defeat" 

The  committee's  statement  on  this  subject  occu- 
pies but  a  few  lines,  and  admits  the  sending  out 
oy  me,  under  this  order,  of  four  divisions,  num- 
bering sixteen  thousand  five  hundred  men,  as 
stated  by  them,  without  giving  the  number  of 
Doubleday's  division,  which  was  nearly  seven 
thousand  more.  The  committee  name  only 
Meade's,  Gibbon's,  Doubleday's,  and  Birney's  di- 
visions, as  those  by  which  the  attack  was  made 
and  supported.  They  had  it  in  proof,  and  in 
General  Hardie's  reports,  that  Newton's  and 
Sickles's  divisions  also  aided  in  that  movement, 
while  the  divisions  of  Howe  and  Brooks  also  en- 
gaged the  enemy  during  the  day.  However  easy 
of  explanation  it  may  be  that  the  employment  of 
Newton's  division  was  not  referred  to  in  the  re- 
port, it  is  difficult  to  understand  why  Sickles's 
division  should  be  omitted,  when  the  only  evi- 
donce  they  have  published  on  this  subject  discloses 
the  fact  that  Sickles's  division  was  also  engaged. 

The  committee  further  say,  "that  the  attack 
was  in  reality  made  by  one  of  the  smallest  divis- 
ions in  my  command,  the  division  of  General 
Meade,  numbering  about  four  thousand  five  hun- 
dred men."  They  have  omitted  to  state  in  that 
connection  what  was  in  evidence  before  them, 
that  Meade's  division  was  posted  on  the  extreme 
left  of  my  line,  and  the  order  being  to  attack  at 
once,  was  consequently  best  posted  for  the  attack. 
The  Army  of  the  Potomac  had  no  braver  soldier 
or  better  officer  than  General  Meade,  to  lead  his 
division  to  the  attack. 

The  committee  next  say,  that  "  General  Burn- 
side,  upon  hearing  of  the  small  force  ordered  to 
attack  the  enemy,  sent  an  order  to  General  Frank- 
lin to  make  a  vigorous  attack  with  his  whole 
force."  The  committee  do  not  state  when  Gen- , 
eral  Burnside  sent  to  me  any  order  after  that  re- 
ceived at  7.30  a.  M. ;  but  if  the  ordinary  construc- 
tion is  to  be  put  upon  their  language,  they  intend 
to  be  understood  that  a  second  order  was  sent  to 
me  immediately  after  the  receipt  of  General  Har- 
die's first  despatch  to  General  Burnside,  dated  at 
7.40  A.  M.,  in  which  he  was  informed  of  what  I 
proposed  to  do  under  the  order.  As  before  ob- 
served, this  despatch  must  have  been  received  by 
General  Burnside  by  eight  o'clock  a.  m.  So  that, 
according  to  the  report,  General  Burnside  sent  me 
a  second  order  to  make  a  "  vigorous  attack  with 
my  whole  force,"  shortly  after  eight  o'clock  A.  M. 
By  referring  to  General  Hardie's  reports,  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  first  despatch  from  General  Burn- 
side, after  that  brought  by  him,  is  dated  2.25  P.  M. 
in  which  he  states,  — 

"  December  13, 2.25  p.  m. 
"  Despatch  received.   Franklin  will  do  his  best 
New  troops  gone  in.   Will  report  soon  again." 

This  order,  so  far  from  being  an  order  to  make 
a  "  vigorous  attack  with  my  whole  force,"  directed 
me  as  follows : 

"  Your  instructions  of  this  morning  are  so  far 


modified  as  to  require  an  advance  upon  ihekajn  I 

immediately  in  your  front" 

The  response  made  to  this  modification  of  tie 
order  is  shown  by  General  Hardie's  despatch  t* 
his  chief  just  given. 

The  committee  then  proceed :  "  Several  of  the 
witnesses  testified,  that  had  the  attack. then  bees 
renewed  with  all  the  available  force  under  General 
Franklin's  command,  it  would  have  been  success- 
fuL"  Who  these  witnesses  are  is  not  stated,  aor 
is  a  word  of  their  testimony  given.  If  any  ost 
upon  whose  opinion  the  public  would  place  any 
reliance  has  been  found  to  express  such  an  opa- 
ion,  it  has  been  given  in  ignorance  of  the  orden 
under  which  I  was  acting  during  the  day,  or  upon 
the  assumption  that  such  an  order  as  the  commit* 
tee  state  I  did  receive,  was  issued  to  me  in  tat 
early  part  of  the  day.  I  have  shown  that  no  sock 
order  was  issued,  and  that  the  second  order  that 
was  issued  was  received  at  2.25  p.  M.  In  connee- 
tion  with  this  modified  order  it  is  necessary  to 
state,  that  immediately  in  front  of  one  of  my  di- 
visions was  a  narrow  valley,  held  on  both  sides 
by  the  enemy,  and  protected  by  abatis,  and  troops 
entering  it  were  necessarily  subjected  to  tin 
from  both  sides.  It  is  patent  from  an  examina- 
tion of  this  last  order,  that  so  far  from  being  aa 
order  to  renew  the  attack  upon  the  hill  at  Cap- 
tain Hamilton's,  it  was  a  virtual  aWndonment  « 
that  attempt.  I  was  not  allowed  the  opportunity 
to  examine  those  witnesses,  nor  to  produce  tbo« 
I  namecr  to  the  committee,  who  were  with  oe 
during  the  day,  and  who  alone  were  sufficiently 
acquainted  with  all  the  facts  to  form  a  respectable 
opinion  on  the  subject 

But  whatever  opinions  may  have  been  expressed 
before  the  committee  by  witnesses,  whose  name* 
they  have  not  given,  the  same  committee  submit- 
ted a  report  to  the  Senate  on  the  twenty-third 
day  of  December  last,  containing  the  evidence 
taken  by  them  on  the  nineteenth  of  that  month, 
in  which  the  testimony  of  General  Burnside,  takes 
immediately  after  the  battle,  is  given.  This  bat 
been  printed  by  order  of  the  Senate.  From  this 
document  I  make  the  following  extract,  (referring 
to  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg :) 

Q.  By  Committee.  —  "  What  causes  do  you  as- 
sign for  the  failure  of  your  attack  here  ?  " 

A.  "It  was  found  impossible  to  get  the  men  op 
to  the  works ;  the  enemy's  fire  was  too  hot  ftir 
them ;  the  whole  command  fought  most  gallantly; 
the  enemy  themselves  say  they  never  saw  our  men 
fight  so  bard  as  on  that  day." 

Q.  "Were  the  enemy's  works  very  strong?" 

A.  "  Their  works  are  not  strong  works,  but  they 

occupy  very  strong  positions.     It  is  possible 

that  the  points  of  attack  were  wrongly  ordered; 

if  such  is  the  case  I  can  only  say  I  did  to  the  best 

of  my  ability." 

•      •      •      *  • 

Q.  "  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  ex- 
pected General  Franklin  to  carry  the  point  at  the 
extreme  left  of  the  ridge  in  the  rear  of  the  town, 
and  thereby  enable  our  troops  to  storm  and  carry 
their  fortifications  ?  " 
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A.  "  I  did  expect  him  to  carry  that  point ;  which 
being  done,  would  have  placed  our  forces  in  rear 
of  their  extreme  left,  and  which  I  thought  at  the 
time  would  shake  their  forces  to  such  an  extent 
that  the  position  in  front  could  be  easily  stormed 
and  carried." 

Q.  "  To  what  do  you  attribute  his  failure  to 
accomplish  that  ?  " 

A.  "  To  the  great  strength  of  the  position,  and 
the  accumulation  of  the  enemy* s  forces  there" 

General  Burnside  then  explained,  that  the  de- 
lay in  building  the  bridges  gave  the  enemy  time 
to  accumulate  his  forces  before  he  was  able  to 
order  the  attack. 

«       •      *      *  • 

Q.  "  What  was  the  conduct  of  tlje  officers  and 
men  during  the  attack  ?  " 

A.  "  With  the  exception  of  a  single  regiment  it 
was  excellent. " 

Q.  "  Will  you  state,  as  nearly  as  you  can,  the 
whole  number  of  our  troops  that  were  engaged  ?  " 

A.  "  We  had  about  one  hundred  thousand  men 
on  the  other  side  of  the  river." 

Q.  "  What  part  of  that  number  were  actually 
engaged  in  battle  ?  " 

A.  "  Every  single  man  of  them  was  under  ar- 
tillery fire,  and  about  half  of  them  were  at  differ- 
ent times  formed  in  columns  of  attack.  Every 
man  was  put  in  column  that  could  be  got  in." 

With  this  evidence  of  the  General  commanding 
the  army  before  them,  a  committee  of  Congress, 
in  a  report  submitted  to  the  public  without  the 
testimony,  deliberately  states : 

"  The  testimony  of  all  the  witnesses  before 
your  committee  proves  most  conclusively  that  had 
the  attack  been  made  upon  the  left  with  all  the 
force  that  General  Franklin  could  have  used  for 
that  purpose,  the  plan  of  General  Burnside  would 
have  been  completely  successful,  and  our  army 
would  have  achieved  a  most  brilliant  victory." 

The  committee  continue,  (still  referring  to  the 
order,  which,  they  say,  was  to  make  a  "  vigorous 
attack  with  my  whole  force,"  and  was  sent  by 
General  Burnside  upon  his  hearing  of  the  small 
force  which  I  had  ordered  to  the  attack,)  "  Gen- 
eral Franklin  testifies  that  it  was  not  an  order  but 
a  request,  and  that  when  he  received  it,  it  was  too 
late  to  renew  the  attack,  and  therefore  he  did  not 
do  it.  General  Franklin  testifies  as  follows : " 
The  committee  then  proceed  to  give  an  extract 
from  a  small  portion  of  my  testimony,  in  which 
not  a  word  of  my  testimony  on  the  subject  of  this 
request  is  given.  My  statement  to  them  on  that 
subject  was  substantially  that  after  three  o'clock 
of  that  day,  according  to  my  best  recollection,  an 
Aid  from  General  Burnside  came  to  me  with  the 
message  that  the  enemy  was  pressing  General 
Sumner  on  the  right,  and  that  I  was  requested  to 
make  a  diversion  in  his  favor  if  I  could.  I 
again  replied  that  I  would  do  the  best  I  could. 
About  the  time  that  this  message  came,  viz., 
at  3.40  p.  M.,  as  will  be  seen  bv  referring  to  Gen- 
eral Hardie's  reports,  that  officer  informed  Gen- 
eral Burnside  as  follows : 

"Gibbon's  and  Meade's  divisions  are  badly 


A* 

used  up,  and  I  fear  another  advance  on  the  earn)  li> 
on  our  left  cannot  be  made  this  affcenvw*  Wr 
Double  day's  division  will  replace  Meade's  as  m&  mV 
as  it  can  be  collected,  and  if  it  be  done  in  ^fej* 
of  course  another  attack  will  be  made. 
enemy  are  in  force  in  the  woods  on  ourl&— 
ward  Hamilton's,  and  are  threatening  the 
of  that  portion  of  our  line.  They  seem  1 
detached  a.  portion  of  their  force  to  our 
where  Howe  and  Brooks  are  now 
Brooks  has  some  prisoners,  and  is  down 
railroad.  Just  as  soon  as  the  left  is  safe  oar 
here  will  be  prepared  for  a  front  attack, 
may  be  too  late  this  afternoon.  Indeed 
engaged  in  front  anyhow.  Notwithstandin  ' 
unpleasant  items  I  relate,  the  morale  genen 
the  troops  is  good." 

Keeping  in  mind  the  fact  that  the  diviaioc^^ 
Howe  and  Brooks,  which  General  Hardie  rep 
to  General  Burnside  were  then  actually  en^ 
were  the  two  divisions  upon  which  I  had  to 
to  protect  my  right,  centre,  and  bridges,  and 
every  other  division  of  my  command  was  at 
moment  already  in  support  of  the  left,  and 
this  despatch  of  General  Hardie's  was  a  piece 
the  evidence  before  a  committee,  supposed  to  ^ 
in  search  of  the  truth  in  regard  to  a  subject 
such  magnitude  as  the  loss  of  the  battle 
Fredericksburg,  it  seems  incredible  that  the  ne^~ 
paragraph"  of  their  report  following  the  extn£^ 
from  my  testimony,  which  they  have  given,  is  the^ 
one  already  quoted,  that,  — 

"  The  testimony  of  all  the  witnesses  before 
your  committee  proves  most  conclusively  that 
had  the  attack  been  made  upon  the  left  with  all 
the  force  that  General  Franklin  could  have  used 
for  that  purpose,  the  plan  of  General  Burnaidt 
would  have  been  completely  successful,  and  oar 
army  would  have  achieved  a  most  brilliant  victory " 

This  sweeping  statement  is  made  without  giving 
a  word  of  testimony  in  support  of  the  conclusion, 
or  the  name  of  a  witness.  I  am  necessarily  ia 
ignorance  of  what  has  been  testified  to  by  otheri 
before  the  committee,  but  I  know  that  General 
Burnside  and  myself  were  at  least  two  of  **all 
the  witnesses,"  and  that  he,  when  he  was  first 
examined,  testified  to  the  contrary  of  any  sueh 
statement  I  know  that  General  Hardie's  words, 
written  from  the  battle-field  to  his  chief,  were  in 
evidence,  and  that  the  facts  shown  by  these  wit- 
nesses prove  the  conclusions  of  this  committee 
to  be  as  unfounded  as  they  are  unmerited. 

Standing,  as  I  do,  thus  arraigned  and  con- 
demned by  the  committee,  I  have  no  fear  that 
my  countrymen  will  adopt  their  verdict  until  I 
have  been  heard  in  my  own  behalf.  They  haw 
thus  far  inhaled  with  the  air  they  breathe  that 
vital  principle  of  fair  play  that  hears  before  ft 
condemns.  As  a  people,  they  have  no  purpose 
to  serve  in  striking  down  a  public  servant,  unless 
he  has  proved  to  be  unfaithful  to  his  trust;  and  to 
their  sense  of  justice  I  appeal,  though  the  circum- 
stances attending  my  accusation  compel  me  to  add 
to  my  statement  a  few  words  personal  to  myseft 

My  profession  is  that  of  arms.  I  was  educated 
to  it  as  a  pupil  of  the  nation.   My  duty  and  in- 
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t-    (fiction  leading  in  the  same  path  with  the  feel- 
'  .    kg  that  stirred  the  nation's  pulse  when  its  flue 
~-     t*t  torn  down  by  parricidal  hands,  1  dedicated 
Sly  lifCt  and  whatever  was  inwrapt  within  my  life, 
to  the  defence  of  my  country.    I  did  not  under- 
lie the  proportions  of  the  rebellion,  and  1  ac- 
cepted my  line  of  duty  with  the  conviction  that 
the  nation  would  require  of  its  loyal  children  de- 
termined purpose,  and,  perhaps,  great  sacrifices, 
before  its  unity  would  be  restored.    With  these 
convictions  1  took  command  of  a  brigade  in  the 
Jixmy  of  the  Potomac  in  June,  1861.    From  that 
time  until  I  was  relieved  from  duty  with  the  Army 
of  the  .Potomac,  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 16'6;i,  I  have  been  trying  to  do  my  duty  in 
camp  and  upon  the  field.    Thut  1  have  not  alto- 
gether failed,  the  brave  men  who  have  grown  up 
^jtbme  have  proved  on  the  battle-fields  of  Virginia 
god  Maryland  ;  and  it  is  but  common  justice  to 

\ho**      t^iem  wno  >*et  nve»  and  *°  the  memory 
cf  those   who  are  dead,  to  say  that  they  never 
filled  nie^  in  the  time  of  trial.    My  time  has  been 
ggged  ^it h  my  command.    Including  a  period  of 
jftpe&s,  1^  have  been  absent  from  it  but  twenty-one 
xpvs.  "l^Viis  has  left  me  but  little  time  to  look 
^jtct  matters  personal  to  myself.     Having  no 
^ftucfcl  associations  of  influence,  I  must  content 
tUv*^      oest  *  can»        the  reflection  that  the 
^tnifliUee  l>elieved  that  the  fuilure  at  Fredericks- 
YjQjg  demanded  a  victim,  and  that,  befug  of  no 
consc<luen<?e  except  as  a  soldier,  it  was  most 
avftfta^k  to  order  me  to  that  duty. 

1  have  had  no  friendships  which  have  stood  in 
the  way  of  the  performance  of  my  duty. 

When  General  Burnside  took  command  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  up  to  the  time  he  left 
it,  I  gave  a  hearty  obedience  to  every  order  he 
gave  me,  as  well  as  a  full  and  frank  expression 
of  my  opinion  when  he  invited  me  to  his  councils. 
I  supposed  that  we  were  attached  friends,  and 
that  we  were  both  looking  only  to  those  means 
which  would  achieve  success.    1  agreed  with  him 
fuUv  in  the  propriety  of  crossing  the  Rappahan- 
nock at  Fredericksburg  at  the  time  proposed  by 
his  original  plan.   After  that  failed,  whatever 
advice  I  gave  to  him  in  council  sprang  from  the 
honest  convictions  of  my  judgment,  and  I  should 
have  been  recreant  to  my  duty  to  my  country 
and  my  own  conscience  had  i  given  him  any  other. 
When  the  crossing  was  determined  upon,  with 
what  alacrity  I  obeyed  the  order,  the  time  within 
which  my  troops  were  crossed  and  placed  in  line 
of  battle  is  the  best  evidence.    This  done,  and 
our  troops  posted  on  the  enemy's  side  of  the 
river,  with  nothing  but  frail  pontoon  bridges  be- 
tween them  and  their  destruction  as  an  army,  I 
proposed  that  an  assault  should  be  made  upon  the 
enemy's  position  with  a  column  strong  enough  to 
command  success,  (naming  the  number  of  at  least 
six  divisions,)  with  the  request  that  I  might  be 
allowed  to  make  immediate  dispositions  to  carry 
it  out-    After  waiting  through  the  night,  I  was 
ordered  to  take  a  particular  height  with  one  divis- 
ion, and  to  keep  my  whole  command  in  readiness 
for  some  contemplated  movement.    In  obeying 
this  order  according  to  its  letter  and  spirit, 


a  force  of  the  enemy  upon  my  left,  my  right, 
and  my  centre  discovered  itself,  sufficient  to 
engage  during  the  day  every  division  in  my 
command.  Our  fuilure  was  the  natural  conse- 
quence of  the  insufficient  preparation  and  inade- 
quate provision  for  an  attack  upon  an  army  like 
|  that  in  front  of  us.  This  being  the  state  of 
the  facts,  so  far  as  1  am  concerned,  without  a 
hearing  or  the  opportunity  of  defence,  a  report 
from  the  legislative  branch  of  the  government  has 
been  spread  through  the  newspapers  and  in  pamph- 
lets before  my  countrymen,  stating  that  had  I 
obeyed  the  orders  given  me  by  General  Burnside 
on  that  day,  our  army  would  have  achieved  a  most 
brilliant  victorv.  Instead  of  a  brilliant  victory,  it 
was  a  sad  and  fearful  disaster,  in  which  many 
brave  men  fell  —  men  to  whom  I  was  attached 
by  two  years'  association;  and  for  this  disaster, 
and  for  the  blood  of  these  comrades,  this  com- 
mittee say  I  am  responsible. 

I  place  these  facts  by  the  side  of  their  report, 
perfectly  willing  to  abide  by  the  verdict  which  the 
public  will  pass  upon  me. 

William  B.  Franklin. 

notes. 

The  correspondence  which  follows  shows  the  grounds 
upon  which  I  bused  my  assertion  thut  General  liurnside 
formally  uud  earnestly  requested  the  President  to  remove 
Mr.  Stantou  nnd  General  Hal  leek  from  the  positions  which 
they  held  iu  1m»12-0:j. 

Now,  there  is  no  excuse  which  can  Justify  a  statement 
or  the  kind  mnde  by  General  Burnside  to  Iiim  Generals  on 
this  subject,  and  the  efl'ect  upon  some  of  them  was  mora 
damaging  Mum  would  at  first  sight  appear. 

Having  entire  confidence  in  the  truth  of  his  statement, 
they  looked  upon  him  us  a  man  whose  itoldin'ss  in  beard- 
ing the  lions  in  their  den,  entitled  him  to  a  certuin admira- 
tion, hut  who  had  been  destroyed  by  this  very  boldness. 
They  considered  him  a  doomed  man,  and  that  the  end  of 
his  career  us  the  Cominuudcr  of  the  Army  of  the  Potoiuuo, 
wzn  only  a  question  of  a  few  days. 

It  is,  therefore,  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  certain  (Jcn- 
erals  finding  that  he  was  still  actiug  us  if  he  felt  firm  in 
his  seat,  and  as  though  his  open  condemnation  of  tho 
Secretary  of  War  and  General-in-Chief  had  done  him  no 
harm,  and  knowing  the  extreme  want  of  confidence  of  tho 
troops  in  his  capacity,  should  begin  to  feel  nervous  and 
anxious  about  tin*  di'stiny  of  the  Army  of  the  1'otomac 
under  such  u  commander,  and  should  believe  thut  a  reprc- 
heutation  of  the  finding  of  tho  army  toward  him,  made  to 
influential  person*  in  Washington,  taken  in  connection 
with  the  fact  (as  they  supposed  it)  that  he  hud  asked  for 
the  removal  of  the  President's  two  chief  nfilitary  subor- 
dinates, might  have  weight  in  having  some  important 
change  effected,  without  subjecting  them  to  any  very 
grave  charges. 

Nor  is  it  to  be  wondered  at  thnt  Generals  who  heard  him 
make  this  statement,  should  afterwards  have  less  confi- 
dence in  his  Judgment,  and  should  consider  thut  no  impor- 
tant oiKTatious  would  thereafter  be  carried  on  under  his 
command. 

In  other  words,  it  is  quite  likely  thnt  the  misunderstand- 
ings caused  by  this  14  statement,'*  might  account  in  a  great 
degree  for  the  conduct  of  certain  officers  affected  by  the 
notorious  Order  No.  8. 

When  1  gave  my  evidence  before  the  Congressional 
Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War  iu  Dcecutber  I 
did  uot  quote  the  order  which  I  received  from  General 
liurnside  under  which  I  made  tlie  uttnclr  at  the  battle  of 
Fredericksburg.   This  is  the  reason  for  the  omission. 

I  thought  that  General  Hum  side  was  the  proiHT  person 
to  present  this  order  in  evidence.  I  asked  him,  alter  he 
had  given  his  evidence,  if  he  had  delivered  a  copy  of  the 
order  to  the  committee,  or  if  he  intended  to  delivrr  one, 
and  he  informed  me  that  he  had  given  it,  or  Intended  to 
give  it. 

Yet  upou  examination  of  the  published  evidence,  upon 
which  the  committee  based  its  report,  I  cannot  find  that 
this  order  was  brought  to  its  attention  until  General  J. 
F.  Reynolds  gave  his«evideuce  iu  March,  1803,  and  1  gave 
mine  about  April  tirat,  lbo3. 
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So  General  Barn  side's  memory  failed  again  in  this  in- 
stance. 

This  fact  is  mentioned  because  I  stated  to  the  committee 
in  DeccmU'r,  1862,  that  I  had  fought  the  whole  strength 
of  my  command  as  well  as  I  could"  under  the  orders  that 
I  had  received,"  supposing  the  committee  knew,  as  it 
ought  to  have  known,  what  orders  I  had  received.  It  ought 
to  have  known  these  orders,  because  it  had  already  received 
the  evidence  of  the  commanding  General. 

There  is  one  omission  in  the  report  of  my  evidence  be- 
fore this  committee  which  is  somewhat  important  to  me. 
When  1  was  before  it,  about  April  first,  1863, 1  stated  that  if 
my  conduct  at  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg  was  in  course 
of  investigation  by  it,  I  would  be  glad  to  nave  taken  the 
evidence  of  Generals  Smith  and  Hardie,  who  were  with  me 
during  the  whole  day  of  the  battle.  The  chairman  refused 
to  call  these  gentlemen,  on  the  ground  that  there  was  no 
time.  No  mention  of  the  request  or  the  refusal  was  made 
in  the  report  or  the  evidence.  Yet  there  are  published  in 
the  evidence  two  affidavits  of  staff  officers  of  General 
Burnside,  bearing  on  the  subject,  and  both  dated  after  the 
date  of  my  evidence,  and  made  in  Cincinnati,  the  commit- 
tee sitting  in  Washington.  If  there  was  time  to  have  re- 
ceived them,  there  was  time  to  have  taken  the  evidence  of 
Generals  Smith  and  Hardie.  Whether  these  affidavits 
were  considered  in  making  up  the  report  Of  the  committee 
I  do  not  know.  W.  B.  Franklin. 

On  March  nineteenth,  1866,  General  Franklin  wrote  to 
General  Halleok,  informing  him  that  circumstances  might 
render  it  necessary  for  him  to  publish  certain  correspond- 
ence between  them  in  relation  to  a  statement  made  by 
General  Burnside,  that  he  had  requested  of  the  President 
the  removal  of  the  Secretary  of  War  and  General-in-Chief 
shortly  after  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg.  The  following 
are  copies  of  General  Hallcck'a  answer  and  its  enclosures, 
followed  by  copies  of  all  the  correspondence : 

HEADQUARTEK8  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  PACIFIC,  ) 

San  Francisco,  Cal.,  April  17,  1866.  j 
Major -General  W.  B.  Franklin.  Hartford,  Conn,  i 

General:  1  have  just  received  your  note  of  March 
nineteenth,  in  which  you  state  that  it  may  be  necessary  for 
you  to  publish  my  letters  to  you  (which  you  have  hither- 
to regarded  as  confidential)  in  regard  to  General  Burnside. 

Having  no  intention  to  enter  into  any  discussions  in  re- 
gard to  differences  or  disputes  which  nave  arisen  out  of 
the  events  of  the  war,  1  snail  very  much  regret  the  neces- 
sity of  bringing  my  name  into  any  question  of  difference 
between  yourself  and  General  Burnside.  In  order  that 
you  may  have  in  your  possession  all  the  documentary 
evidence  on  the  subject,  I  enclose  herewith  copies  of  my 
letter  to  him  of  May  ninth.1863,  and  his  telegraphic  an- 
swer of  May  fourteenth.  Whether  or  not  General  Burn- 
side ever  made  the  promised  answer  to  your  pamphlet,  I 
kuow  not.  I  have  never  seen  any,  and  the  enlosure  is  the 
only  correspondence  we  ever  had  on  the  subject. 

Both  Mr.  Lincoln  and  Mr.  Stanton  assured  meat  the 
time  that  General  Burnside  had  never  made  to  them,  or  in 
their  presence,  the  statement  alluded  to  in  your  pamphlet: 
out  that  on  the  contrary,  he  had  always  expressed  full 
confidence  in,  and  warm  regard  for  both  the  Secretary  and 
myself.        Very  reapectiully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  Halleck. 

GENERAL  HALLECK  TO  GENERAL  BURNSIDE. 


[Personal.] 

Headquarters  of  the  Army,  ) 
Washington,  May  »,  1803.  j 

Major- General  Burnside,  Cincinnati  * 

General:  Major- General  Franklin's  pamphlet  on  the 
battle  of  Fredericksburg  has  been  before  the  public  for 
some  weeks,  and  no  doubt  has  attracted  your  attention. 

General  Franklin  states  positively  that  after  that  battle 
you  urged  the  President  to  remove  from  office  the  Secre- 
tary or  War  and  General-in-Chief.  In  the  absence  of  any 
contradiction  of  this  positive  statement,  it  must  be  pre- 
sumed that  it  is  correct. 

As  you  certainly  could  have  had  no  motives  personal  to 
yourself  for  giving  this  advice  to  the  President,  and  as  you 
were  well  aware  that  I  was  placed  in  mv  present  position 
contrary  to  my  own  wishes,  and  that  I  had  endeavored  to 
be  relieved  from  it,  I  am  bound  to  believe  that,  in  my  case, 
you  were  actuated  in  giving  the  alleged  advice  to  the  Pres- 
ident^ solely  by  a  desire  to  confer  a  personal  favor  upon 
me.  I  look  upon  the  matter  in  this  light,  and  sincerely 
thank  you  for  using  your  influence  with  the  President,  in 
the  manner  stated  by  General  Franklin,  to  have  me  re- 
lieved from  a  thankless  and  disagreeable  position,  which 
you  knew  1  did  not  wish  to  occupy. 

Vary  truly  yours,  H.  W.  Halleck. 


FROM  GEN.  BURNSIDE  TO  GEN.  HALLUX. 
[Telegram.] 

Cincinnati,  May  14,  ML 

Major-  General  Halleck : 

Letter  of  the  ninth,  (9th,)  just  received.  Never  m 
Franklin's  pamphlet  till  day  before  yesterday.  Shall  av 
s wer  it  briefly,  as  soon  as  1  nave  time.  It  cannot  hart  af 
of  as  after  it  is  answered. 

(Signed),  A.  E.  BURXSIDS. 

GENERAL  HALLECK  TO.  GENERAL  FRASKIA 


Headquarters  of  the  Armt,/ 
Washington,  D.  C,  May  25,  1868.  J 


[Personal  and  private.] 

Major-General  Franklin,  York,  Penn.  -- 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  r 
of  a  copy  of  your  pamphlet  on  the  battle  of  Frederick*, 
burg.  I  do  not  fee;  called  upon  to  express  any  opinkw  It 
regard  to  the  matters  of  dispute  between  yourself  sti 
General  Burnside.  Of  course  one  or  the  other  most  be  to 
error,  but  I  presume  the  differences  are  such  as  oflai 
(Occur  between  honorable  men,  who  both  believe  taeav 
"selves  to  be  in  the  right.  There  are,  however,  one  or  UN 
Statements  in  regard  to  myself  to  which  I  desire  to  est 
your  attention. 

You  state  positively  that  General  Burnside  made*  "fs> 
mal  and  earnest  request  to  the  President  to  remavt  ftp 
Secretary  of  War  and  General-in-Chief  from  the  posh*— 
severally  occupied  by  them."  If  consistent  with  y oar  tat 
sense  of  propriety,  I  respectfully  ask  that  you  will  ght  m 
your  authority  for  this  positive  assertion  on  your  part  I 
am  induced  to  ask  this,  from  the  fact  that  General  ftsnv 
side  was  fully  aware  that  I  was  placed  in  my  present  po- 
sition again  st  my  own  wishes ;  that  I  had  taken  eiw? 
proper  measure  to  avoid  its  responsibilities,  and,  at  tbst 
very  time  I  was  desirous  of  being  relieved  fron 
responsibilities.  I  say  that  General  Burnside  was \ 
ally  fully  aware  of  these  facts.  How,  under  such  1 
stances,  he  could  request  my  removal,  is  to  me  iiiev-Y-^ 
hensible.  Nevertheless,  till  your  positive  statement h ex- 
plained or  contradicted,  it  must  be  believed. 

You  seem  to  think  that  General  tturnside's  letter  to  m 
was  drawn  out  of  him  for  the  purpose  of  removing  respaa- 
sibility  from  the  shoulders  of  his  superiors.  In  regsrf 
to  this  matter  I  have  onlv  to  say,  that  the  letter  was  pat- 
ched by  permission  of  the  President,  after  both  the  See- 
re  Ury  of  War  and  myself  had  advised  against  its  psMfce- 
tion,  and  I  had  positively  refused  my  assent.  As  I  hat 
advised  against  the  Fredericksburg  base  from  the  beris- 
ning,  and  had  abundant  proofs  of  that  fact,  I  required  m 
statement  of  General  Burnside  in  regard  to  my  respoari- 
biUty. 

Again,  In  regard  to  General  Burnside's  order,  or  r— 

nde<"      '      ~     "  ~~~  J 


tended  order,  No.  8,  you  are  also  under  misi 
si  on.  1  have  never  seen  that  order.  I  learned  from  the 
President  that  on  order  had  been  presented  to  him  bjr 
General  Burnside,  dismissing  several  officers  of  his  cm- 
mand  for  endeavoring  to  create  dissatisfaction  and  huts* 
ordination  in  his  army.  I  said  immediately,  that  if  sack 
was  the  case,  the  commander  in  the  field  ought  to  be  sat- 
tained.  I  did  not  then  know,  nor  do  I  know  now,  At 
names  of  the  officers  charged  with  so  high  a  military* 
fence.  Moreover,  I  have  been  told  by  good  authority  that 
the  pretended  order,  published  in  the  newspapers,  it  vcrj 
different  from  the  order  shown  the  President. 

In  these,  as  in  many  other  matters  connected  with  of 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  the  press  has  grossly  ntfsrewe* 
seated  me.  But  time  will  place  all  these  things  hi  tMr 
true  light  Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  Halleck* 

GENERAL  FRANKLIN  TO  GENERAL  HALLKX 

York,  Penn.,  Hay  27,  US. 
70  Major  General  H.  W.  Halleck,  General-ui-Ckief  U.  * 
Army,  Washington,  D.  C. »  M 
Gen  kral  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  twenty-Mi 
Inst.  I  am  sure,  from  your  statement,  that  General  Baratwt 
did  not  make  the  "  formal  and  earnest  request  to  rtswt 
the  Secretary  of  War  "  and  yourself,  to  which  references* 
made  in  my  pamphlet  reply  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ota- 
duct  of  the  War,  and  my  assertion  should  have  fa — 
General  Burnside  said  that  he  made  the  request. 

The  facts  are  these.  General  Burnside  was  In  M 
ton  on  or  about  January  first,  last.  He  returned  to  esafi 
and  soon  after  his  return,  informed  me,  I  think  in  tat 
presence  of  General  8mkh,  and  perhaps  others,  that  fat 
had  seen  the  President,  and  bad  verbally  recommended  It 
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cceptanee  of  his  resignation,  and  the  removal  of 
fcary  of  War  and  yoarsolf.  The  President,  how- 
ised  to  entertain  the  suggestion,  and  the  next 

which  General  Burn  Ride  had  with  him  was  in 
nee  of  the  Secretary  of  War  and  yourself.  Bc- 
j  firnt  and  seeond  interviews  he  had  reduced  to 
he  proposition  which  he  had  made  in  the  first 
,  and  he  read  to  the  President  a  letter  to  him  in 

tendered  his  own  resignation,  and  proposed  the 
of  the  Secretary  of  War's  and  your  position*,  for 
n  that  all  three  of  you  had  lost  the  confidence  of 
e.  This  is  the  substance  of  the  story  as  I  heard 
im  just  after  his  return  to  camp.   On  one  occa- 

before  his  last  attempt  to  cross  the  Rappahan- 
raa  in  his  tent  with  Generals  Smith,  Woodbury, 
(I  Captain  Comstock,  corps  of  engineers,  when  I 
m,  in  substance,  "  you  yourself  recommended  to 
ident  the  removal  of  the  Secretary  of  War  and 
[lallcck."  He  did  not  deny  it;  iu fact  he  acknowl- 
it  he  had  so  recommended. 
•  nothing  in  my  pamphlet,  nor  have  I  said  any- 
fch  will  justify  the  assertion,  that  I  "  think  that 
Bnrnside's  letter  to  me  "  (you)  "  was  drawn  out 

for  any  purpose. '  On  the  contrary  I  know  that 
t  wrote  it,  he  expressed  his  intention  of  writing 
ral  persons,  myself  among  the  number,  and  the 
»  gave  for  this  intention  was,  that  he  might  dlsa- 
nunds  of  the  people  as  to  who  was  responsible 
tttle  of  Fredericksburg.  He  intended  the  letter 
sat  ion,  I  know,  and  was  excited  to  write  it  by  the 
st  articles,  which  threw  the  blame  upon  the  ad- 
ion.  I  never  had,  nor  ever  expressed,  an  idea 
otter  in  question  was  drawn  out  of  General  Bum- 
jay  person,  or  for  sny  purpose,  but  have  always 
tatthc  dictates  of  his  own  mind  led  him  to  write  It. 
>t  think  that  T  have  ever  asserted,  or  ever  thought 
had  seen  Order  No.  8.  I  have  looked  over  my 
t  carefully,  snd  find  no  sentence  which  will  bear 
ruction  that  1  thought  you  hsd  seen  it.  I  received 
i  information  in  my  possession  concerning  it  from 
who  saw  it  in  General  Hooker's  hands,  and  the 
i  the  pretended  order,  as  published,  agree  in  all 
with  those  reported  to  me  as  present  in  General 
i  copy.  The  pamphlet  was,  however,  written  be- 
>ubli  cation  of  the  order  In  the  Herald, 
not  my  intention  in  my  pamphlet  to  refer  to  any 
ixcept  the  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War 
*ral  Burnside.  I  am  sorry  that  my  confidence  in 
Bnrnside's  honesty  led  me  to  assert  that  he  had 
d  the  removal  of  the  Secretary  of  War  and  your- 

I  can  only  account  for  his  numerous  mistakes  by 
(thesis  that  he  is  crazy. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  Franklin. 

AL  HALLECK  TO  GENERAL  FRANKLIN. 

Hradquartkrs  of  the  Army,  ) 
Washington,  May  29, 18G3.  ( 
[Private  and  personal.] 
tneral  Franklin,  York,Penn.  i 
ial  :  Tour  letter  of  the  twenty- seventh  is  received, 
ink  you  lor  your  frank  reply  to  my  inquiry. 
Hate  I  y  on  receiving  your  pamphlet,  I  addressed  a 
General  Burnside,  calling  his  attention  to  what 
stated  in  regard  to  his  having  formally  and  ear- 
quested  my  removal,  and  as  he  has  not  denied  its 
•at,  I  presume  he  admits  it. 
Is  one  singular  statement  in  your  letter,  in  regard 
lbodying  of  General  Burn  side's  recommendation 
emoval  In  his  letter  of  resignation,  and  reading  it 
-esident  in  the  presence  of  the  Secretary  and  my- 
lere  is  not  a  word  of  truth  in  this,  so  far  as  I  am 
d.    The  only  letter  of  resignation  of  General 
i  which  I  ever  saw  or  heard  of,  made  no  allusion 
r  to  either  of  us. 

aaon  of  my  alluding  to  Order  No.  8  was,  that  you 
President 44  declined  to  decide,  without  consulting 
his  advisers."  The  public  would  presume,  per- 
it  I  was  one  of  these  advisers,  I  merely  wished 
wive  you  on  that  point.  The  facts  are  these: 
Burnside  had  had  an  interview  with  the  Presi- 
he  night,  or  very  early  in  the  morning.  I  was 
while  at  breakfast.  When  I  arrived  at  the  Presl- 
wm,  he  informed  the  Secretary  and  mys<«f  that 
Burnside  had  proposed  the  dismissal  and  relieving 
1  high  officers,  and  if  his  order  were  not  approved 
d  to  resign.  The  President  announced  his  decis- 
Ueve  General  Burnside,  and  put  General  Hooker 
■ad.  He  naked  no  opinion  or  advice,  either  from 
etary  or  myself,  and  none  whatever  was  offered 


by  either  of  ns.  General  Burnside  afterwards  came  in,  and 
the  matter  of  accepting  his  resignation  was  discussed.  I 
strongly  urged  him  to  withdraw  it,  which  he  finally  con- 
sented to  do. 

The  removal  of  General  Burnside,  snd  appointment  of 
General  Hooker,  was  the  sole  act  of  the  President.  My 
advice  was  not  asked  at  all  in  the  matter,  and  I  gave  no 
i  opinion  whatever. 

I  have  never  doubted  the  honesty  and  integrity  of  pur- 
pose of  General  Burnside,  but  in  his  various  statements  he 
has  certainly  committed  some  most  singular  errors,  and 
In  none  more  so  than  in  regard  to  the  «•  Pontoons,"  upon 
which  the  publio  press  got  up  such  a  furor  against  me.  I 
had  the  means  at  the  time  or  disproving  most  of  his  state- 
ments, but  declined  to  use  them,  preferring,  as  in  the  case 
of  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  to  remain  silent.  By  pub- 
licly denying  one  false  oliarge,  it  would  be  inferred  that 
those  undented  were  true.  Moreover,  when  holding  a  com- 
mand, I  never  enter  into  newspaper  discussions. 

Nevertheless,  I  think  it  due  to  history  that  officers 
should,  among  themselves,  seek  to  reconcile  and  explain 
conflicting  statements.  It  was  simply  with  this  obiect  in 
view  that  I  wrote  to  yourself  and  General  Burnside,  and 
I  thank  yon  for  answering- me  so  promptly  and  kindly.  I 
only  regret  that  General  Burnside  has  not  done  the  same. 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  Halleck. 

GEN.  W.  F.  SMITH  TO  GEN.  FRANKLIN. 

Nkw  York,  May  29, 1803. 
Pear  Franklin  :  Burnside  referred  to  the  matter  of 
his  letter  to  the  President,  asking  that  Stanton,  Halleck, 
and  himself  should  vacate  their  places,  several  times  in 
my  presence ;  but  the  first  time  in  such  detail  that  no  new 

I joints  were  afterwards  developed.  He  said  ho  had  had  a 
ong  conversation  with  the  President,  which  resulted  in 
his  going  back  to  the  hotel,  and  writing  this  letter,  which 
he  sent.  In  the  letter  he  said  he  was  sure  Stanton  and 
Halleck  had  not  the  confidence  of  the  country,  bnt  of  that 
the  President  could  Judge  for  himself;  but  he  could  assert 
positively  that  they  had  not  the  confidence  of  the  army, 
and  therefore  suggested  that  the  three  should  resign.  The 
President  said  he  could  not  think  of  accepting  his  resigna- 
|  tion,  and  asked  him  if  he  had  any  objections  to  going  to 
the  others  interested  and  making  the  statements  in  their 
presence.  Burnside  said  no,  certainly  not,  and  tbey  went 
to  the  War  Department,  saw  the  Secretary  and  General- 
in-Chief,  and  in  their  presence  he  reiterated  his  remarks 
about  want  of  confidence ;  that  neither  of  them  caid  a  word 
with  reference  to  the  matter,  and  the  conversation  after 
that  was  an  attempt  to  get  orders  to  cross  the  river,  or 
orders  not  to  cross  the  river.  Burnside  also  made  hi 
Washington,  and  at  the  time,  the  aame  statement  to  Mr. 
John  Tucker,  then  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  and  I  cer- 
tainly placed  implicit  confidence  in  his  story.  You  are 
entirely  at  liberty  to  make  any  use  of  this  letter. 

Yours,  as  ever, 

Wm.  F.  Smith. 
Major-General  Wm.  B.  Franklin,  York,  Penn. 

This  letter  was  transmitted  by  General  Franklin  to  Gen- 
eral Halleck,  with  a  letter  of  transmittal  merely. 

GENERAL  HALLECK  TO  GENERAL  FRANKLIN. 
[Personal  and  private.] 

Washington,  June  5,  1863. 

Major- General  Franklin,  York,  Penn.  i 
■  Gknkral:  Yours  of  the  third  instant,  enclosing  a  copy 
of  General  Smith's  letter  of  May  twenty -ninth  is  received. 
No  such  conversation  as  that  mentioned  by  General  Smith, 
nor  ahy  1n  the  slightest  degree  resembling  it,  ever  took 
place  between  General  Burnside,  the  President,  Mr.  Stan- 
ton, and  myself.  What  General  Burnside  may  have  said 
to  the  President  or  Secretary  of  War  about  me,  in  my  ab- 
sence, I,  of  course,  do  not  know;  but  I  have  assurances 
I  that  he  never  suggested  my  removal  to  either. 

I  have  no  desire  to  push  this  inquiry  any  farther,  being 
satisfied  that  General  Burnside's  memory  was,  at  least  at 
that  time,  unreliable. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  W.  Halleck. 

GEN.  W.  T.  H.  BROOKS  TO  GEN.  FRANKLIN. 

Indianapolis,  June  2,  1863. 
Drar  Franklin  :  I  received  your  letter  of  the  twenty 
ninth  ult.  yesterday.  I  waa  very  sorry  not  to  meet  yon. 

I  spoke  to  the  Secretary  about  Burnside  having  slated 
that  he  had  told  the  President  he  ought  to  t^wfeXtauiftYl 
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and  Halleck.  He  said  he  had  never  heard  of  it  until  a  few 
days  before,  when  Halleck.  having  seen  the  statement 
made  by  you  in  your  pamphlet,  spoke  to  him  about  it. 
That  so  far  as  he  knew,  there  is  not  a  word  of  truth  in  it. 

I  heard  Burnsidc  make  the  statement  in  your  presence. 
I  have  heard  Sedgwick  and  Hancock  say  they  heard  Burn- 
side  make  the  statement.  I  have  heard  Hooker  refer  to  it. 
as  though  he  had  heard  it  direct.  I  am  almost  certain  I 
have  heard  Meade  say  he  had  heard  Burnside  make  the 
same  statement.  I  called  the  Secretary's  attention1  to  this 
in  a  letter  written  just  before  our  last  move,  but  he  says 
he  never  received  it. 

Nearly  every  general  officer  in  the  Array  of  the  Potomac 
has  heard  Burnside  make  the  boast.  I  believe  I  wrote 
you  that  Hooker  had  mcutioned  the  subject  to  the  Presi- 
dent, and  he  said  he  had  never  heard  it. 

*  *  *  * 

Yours  truly, 

W.  T.  H.  Brooks. 
The  above  extract  was  sent  to  General  Halleck  with  a 
letter  of  transmittal  on  June  sixth,  1803. 


Doc.  4. 

SECESSIONISTS  OF  WEST  VIRGINIA. 

MAJOR-GENERAL  HUNTER'S  ORDER. 

Headquarters  Department  of  West  Virginia,  ) 
In  the  Field,  Valley  of  Shenandoah,  > 
May  24,  1804.  ) 

Sir:  Your  name  has  been  reported  to  me, 
with  evidence,  that  you  are  one  of  the  leading 
secession  sympathizers  in  this  valley,  and  that  you 
countenance  and  abet  the  bushwhackers  and  guer- 
rillas who  infest  the  woods  and  mountains  of  this 
region,  swooping  out  on  the  roads  to  plunder  and 
outrage  loyal  residents,  falling  upon  and  firing 
into  defenceless  •  wagon  trains,  and  assassinating 
soldiers  of  this  command  who  may  chance  to  be 
placed  in  exposed  positions.  These  practices  are 
not  recognized  by  the  laws  of  war  of  any  civilized 
nation,  nor  are  the  persons  engaged  therein  en- 
titled to  any  other  treatment  than  that  due,  by  the 
universal  code  of  justice,  to  pirates,  murderers, 
and  other  outlaws. 

But  from  the  difficulties  of  the  country,  the 
secret  aid  and  information  given  to  those  bush- 
whackers by  persons  of  your  class,  and  the  more 
important  occupation  of  the  troops  under  my  com- 
mand, it  is  impossible  to  chase,  arrest,  and  punish 
these  common  marauders  as  they  deserve.  With- 
out the  countenance  and  help  given  to  them  by 
the  rebel  residents  of  the  valley,  they  could  not 
support  themselves  for  a  week.  You  are  spies 
upon  our  movements,  abusing  the  clemency  which 
has  protected  your  persons  and  property,  while 
loyal  citizens  of  the  United  States  residing  within 
the  rebel  lines  are  invariably  plundered  of  all  they 
may  possess,  imprisoned,  ana  in  some  cases  put 
to  death.  It  is  from  you  and  your  families  and 
neighbors  that  these  bandits  receive  food,  cloth- 
ing, ammunition,  and  information ;  and  it  is  from 
their  secret  hi  iing-places  in  your  houses,  barns, 
and  woods,  that  th^y  issue  on  their  missions  of 
pillage  and  murder. 

You  are,  therefore,  hereby  notified,  that  for 
every  train  fired  upon,  or  soldier  of  the  Union 
wounded  or  assassinated  by  bushwhackers  in  any 
neighborhood  within  the  reach  of  my  cavalry,  the 
houses  and  other  property  of  every  secession  sym- 
pathizer residing  within  a  circuit  of  five  miles 
from  the  place  of  the  outrage,  shall  be  destroyed 


by  fire ;  and  that  for  all  public  property  jayhawW 
or  destroyed  by  these  marauders,  an  assetsme* 
of  five  times  the  value  of  such  property  will  b 
made  upon  the  secession  sympathisers  residmj 
within  a  circuit  of  ten  miles  around  the  point  st 
which  the  offence  was  committed.  The  payae* 
of  this  assessment  will  be  enforced  by  the  troop 
of  the  department,  who  will  seize  and  hold  ■ 
close  military  custody  the  persons  assessed,  and 
such  payments  shall  have  been  made.  This  pre- 
vision will  also  be  applied  to  make  good,  from  tbt 
secessionists  in  every  neighborhood,  five  times  tfai 
amount  of  any  loss  suffered  by  loyal  citizens  of 
the  United  States  from  the  action  of  the  bosk- 
whackers  whom  you  encourage. 

If  you  desire  to  avoid  the  consequences  here* 
set  forth,  you  will  notify  your  guerrilla  and  buife- 
whacking  friends  to  withdraw  from  that  poitni 
of  the  valley  within  my  lines,  and  to  join — if  thqr 
desire  to  fight  for  the  rebellion  —  the  regukr 
forces  of  the  secession  army  in  my  front  or  etae- 
where.  •  You  will  have  none  but  yourselves  to 
blame  for  the  consequences  that  will  certainly 
ensue,  if  these  evils  are  permitted  to  continue 
This  circular  is  not  sent  to  you  for  the  ream 
that  you  have  been  singled  out  as  peculiarly  ob- 
noxious, but  because  you  are  believed  to  furnisk 
the  readiest  means  of  communication  with  the 
prominent  secession  sympathizers  of  your  neigh- 
borhood. It  will  be  for  their  benefit  that  you  com- 
municate  to  them  the  tenor  of  this  circular. 

D.  Hunter, 

Major-General,  commnnrting. 

Official  copy :  P.  G.  Bier, 

A.A.O. 


Doc.  5. 

GENERAL  TWIGGS*  TREACHERY. 

Jackson  Barracks,  New  Orleans,) 
March  17, 183.  J 

My  Dear  1  I  suppose  you  have  long 

thought  me  dead ;  but  I  have  not  had  an  opportu- 
nity, until  the  present  time,  of  letting  you  \now 
why  I  have  been  so  long  silent,  but  I  trust  in  God 
this  will  find  you  well.*  I  hardly  know  what  to  be- 
gin with  first,  for  I  have  so  long  a  list  of  adven- 
tures to  tell  you.  When  I  received  your  letter, 
in  Hatch's  Kanche,  New  Mexico,  I  answered  it 
by  the  next  mail ;  since  then  I  have  not  heard 
from  you,  or  any  one  else.  At  that  time,  I 
think,  I  told  you  that  I  expected  to  leave  there 
for  Fort  Butler,  but  shortly  afterward  the  com- 
pany to  which  I  belong  was  ordered  -  to  Fort 
Bliss,  Texas,  on  the  Rio  Grande,  four  hundred 
miles  from  Hatch's  Ranche,  which  place  we  left 
on  the  twenty-fifth  of  January,  1861 ;  the  weather 
was  intensely  cold,  and  snow  some  six  or  eight 
inches  deep  for  some  three  hundred  miles  of  the 
way.  '  We  suffered  very  much  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  march,  but  as  we  neared  the  Texts 
border  the  days  became  more  pleasant,  but  the 

*  Thi*  letter  was  written  by  a  private  soldier  beioogtaf 
to  the  Eighth  United  States  regulars,  which  regiment  wm 
hu trend e red  to  the  rebels  by  the  treachery  of  General 
Twiggs  in  1801. 
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glits  were  still  cold  and  stormy.  We  arrived  at 
>rt  Bliss  February  twenty-fifth,  and  were  all 
ginning  to  congratulate  ourselves  on  having  a 
•od  garrison  for  the  summer,  when  the  news  of 
a  secession  reached  us.  At  first  we  thought 
•thing  of  it;  but  the  attack  and  surrender  of 
ttt  Sumter  by  the  gallant  Major  Anderson  con- 
need  the  most  sceptical  that  things  were  taking 
▼ery  serious  turn.  Shortly  after  the  above 
ents,  we  got  orders  from  General  Twiggs,  the 
mmander  of  the  department  of  Texas,  to  evac- 
ite  the  state,  and  turn  over  all  the  forts  and 
ares  to  commissioners  appointed  by  the  state : 
»  prepared  to  follow  these  instructions,  but  were 
layea  in  consequence  of  wagons  to  carry  our 
iggage  through;  but  finally  we  got  started  on 
e  thirty-first  of  March,  1861,  with  Colonel 
eeves  and  two  other  companies  of  our  regiment, 
and  B,  and  marched  to  Fort  Quitman,  where 
e  were  ioined  by  Company  F.  We  left  there, 
id  marched  to  Fort  Davis,  where  we  were  joined 
f  Companies  E  and  H.  We  were  now  about  three 
indred  and  twenty  men,  all  in  good  spirits,  for 
►  that  time  we  were  told  by  the  commissioner  of 
te  state  that  we  should  not  be  molested  on  our 
Arch  to  the  coast,  but  would  be  treated  with  all 
ossible  kindness,  as  the  regiment  had  been  so 
tig  in  the  state,  guarding  the  frontier  from  the 
treads  of  the  Camanche  Indians ;  so,  with  these 
romises  in  view,  and  the  hopes  of  hearing  from, 
ad  perhaps  seeing,  dear  friends  at  home,  we 
lought  nothing  of  the  long  and  wearisome 
larch  before  us.  But  the  sequel  will  show  how 
itterly  we  were  betrayed  by  the  traitor  Twiggs 
ad  his  worthless  confederates. 
Everything  went  on  well  until  we  got  to  Fort 
lark,  the  nearest  military  post  to  the  settlements, 
here  we  heard  it  announced  that  the  Texans  in- 
mded  to  make  us  all  prisoners  as  soon  as  we  got 
ome  forty  or  fifty  miles  farther  down  the  coun- 
ry.  This  we  did  not  believe,  and  even  if  we  had 
;  was  then  too  late  to  turn  back ;  so  we  pushed 
oldly  on  until  we  reached  a  little  town  called 
lastreville,  where  the  people  (principally  Ger- 
lans)  assured  us  we  would  be  met  the  next  day 
y  a  large  force,  and  have  to  surrender  or  fight, 
yell,  1  can  assure  you,  my  dear  Ellen,  that  was 
ather  hard,  after  having  the  assurance  of  a  free 
ass  out  of  the  country;  but  it  was  too  true, 
lowever,  we  were  bound  to  show  a  bold  front, 
nd  Colonel  Reeves  determined  not  to  let  the 
nemy  steal  a  march  on  him ;  so  we  left  Castre- 
ille  that  night  at  ten  o'clock,  (alter  marching  that 
lay  twenty-five  miles),  and  got  to  a  place  called 
kdam's  Hill,  close  by  the  San  Lucas  Springs,  be- 
we  daylight.  We  were  all  tired  out,  and  all 
ands  got  orders  to  lie  down  and  rest ;  but  it  was 
t  short  duration,  for  just  at  sunrise  the  enemy 
ame  pouring  down  a  hill  some  three  miles  in 
ront  of  us.  At  the  sound  of  the  drum  every 
lan  was  in  his  place,  and  there  we  stood  for  a 
pod  hour,  watching  the  rebels  filing  over  the  hill 
i  front.  Not  a  word  was  spoken  in  the  ranks, 
ut  many  a  one  thought  of  the  dear  ones  at  home, 
erhaps  never  to  be  seen  again ;  but  everything 
lust  nave  an  end,  and  pretty  soon  an  officer  rode 


up  to  our  ranks,  and  demanded  an  unconditional 
surrender.  Colonel  Reeves  told  him  he  would 
fight  him  first,  and  then  see  about  the  surrender. 
So  the  officer  rode  off  to  his  side  to  report.  At 
this  time  our  officers  came  round,  and  told  us  we 
were  about  to  go  into  an  engagement,  and  they 
wanted  every  man  to  do  his  best ;  but  that  was 
unnecessary,  for  we  were  all  determined  to  die 
before  a  rebel  crowd  should  have  it  to  say  that 
the  Eighth  regulars  would  give  in  one  inch.  We 
were  all  of  one  mind,  and  that  was,  to  fight  to  the 
last.  In  a  short  time  the  officer  came  back  again, 
and  told  Colonel  Reeves  that  it  would  be  a  useless 
waste  of  blood  to  fight ;  that  he  had  only  two  hun- 
dred and  ninety  effective  men,  and  opposed  to  him 
were  twenty-three  hundred,  with  six  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, while  we  had  none.  The  Colonel  said  he 
would  fight  them  three  to  one,  or  if  they  drew  off 
the  artillery,  he  would  fight  them  all;  but,  of 
course,  they  knew  they  had  the  advantage,  and 
were  determined  to  keep  it ;  so  the  Colonel,  after 
sending  down  one  of  our  officers  to  count  their 
number,  surrendered.  We  were  then  ordered  to 
stack  arms;  then  the  rebels  gave  a  cheer  —  a 
cheer  which  made  our  cheeks  burn  and  our  hearts 
ache,  one  that  we  still  remember,  and  will  take  a 
fearful  vengeance  for  some  of  these  days.  It  was 
unmannerly  in  thein.  There  we  stood,  our  little 
band  small  in  numbers,  but  firm  and  determined ; 
they,  great  in  force,  but  cowards  at  heart ;  and  I 
believed  then,  as  I  do  now;  that  had  we  fought 
them,  we  would  have  been  victorious.  But  let  it 
pass*;  let  the  future  tell  the  tale.  We  marched  that 
day  to  within  nine  miles  of  San  Antonio,  and 
camped  in  full  sight  of  the  rebels  at  Leon  Springs, 
and  some  of  them  came  into  our  camp,  but  they 
met  with  a  very  cool  reception.  The  next  day  we 
marched  into  San  Antonio  and  gave  up  our  arms. 
We  were  treated  with  a  good  deal  of  respect  by 
the  citizens,  but  we  were  in  no  mood  to  look 
kindly  on  them,  as  they  had  been  instrumental  in 
bringing  on  our  misfortunes ;  all  offers  of  kindness 
we  treated  with  scorn,  and  wanted  only  to  be  re- 
leased on  parole  as  prisoners  of  war.  We  remained 
in  San  Antonio  a  month,  and  took  a  parole,  by  the 
advice  of  our  officers,  not  to  leave  the  county  we 
were  in.  Afterwards  we  were  sent  out  in  a  camp 
eight  miles  from  San  Antonio,  where  we  remained 
during  the  months  of  July  and  August,  thinking 
all  the  time  that  we  would  be  released ;  but  no, 
they  wanted  to  have  us  all  join  the  rebel  causa, 
and  promised  to  pay  us  all  the  United  States  gov- 
ernment owed  us ;  but  we  spurned  all  their  offers. 
Some  few  men  did  join,  but  they  were  a  riddance 
to  us,  and  no  acquisition  to  them,  being  the  most 
dissatisfied  men  in  our  command.  We  were  now 
ordered  to  be  guarded,  and  were  marched  seventy- 
five  miles,  to  Camp  Verde.  There  our  tents  were 
taken  away,  and  we  had  to  make  out  as  best  we 
could.  The  cold  weather  was  setting  in,  and  we 
had  not  too  plenty  of  clothing  or  blankets ;  but 
necessity  is  the  mother  of  invention ;  so  all  hands 
went  to  work  to  build  houses  for  the  winter,  some 
in  twos  and  some  in  fours,  just  as  they  fancied,  in 
partnership,  as  the  labor  was  too  much  to  do 
alone,  and  in  an  incredibly  short  tima  (m\.Wi\ 
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took  of  any  kind)  there  was  quite  a  town  built 
up,  of  some  one  hundred  and  twenty  houses,  or 
shanties,  which  we  called  Lincolnville.  Some  of 
the  houses  were  built  of  stone,  some  of  logs,  some 
of  mud  like  those  in  New  Mexico,  and  some  of 
the  wealthiest  firms  had  quite  respectable  frame 
houses.  I  was  in  as  a  partner  with  three  others, 
and  I  flatter  myself  our  mansion  was  quite  a  gem, 
ten  by  fourteen  feet,  and  seven  feet  high.  We 
carried  the  boards  that  built  it  about  three  miles, 
and  put  it  all  up  in  six  days ;  but  the  improve- 
ments we  made  occupied  us  much  longer.  We 
had  a  good  chimney  in  it,  also  bedsteads,  chairs, 
table,  &c.  You  know  I  used  to  be  pretty  handy 
at  such  things,  and  all  lent  a  hand  to  the  work. 
After  all  was  finished  we  put  up  a  flag  pole  and 
made  a  flag,  not  the  stars  and  stripes,  (for  that  we 
dared  not  do,)  but  the  red  cross  of  St.  George.  The 
Texans  thought  we  were  great  fellows  to  work ; 
but  we  did  the  most  of  it  to  pass  the  time.  Pret- 
ty soon  we  began  to  get  out  of  and  feel  the  want  of 
some  tobacco ;  so  I  proposed  that  we  four  should 
build  a  little  ship,  and  by  selling  it  get  some  lit- 
tle things  we  wanted  ;  but  my  partners'  talents  not 
being  in  that  line  of  business,  I  had  to  work  alone 
for  the  benefit  of  the  others,  so  I  built  a  little  war 
frigate  with  no  other  tools  than  a  jackknife  and 
an  awl,  rigged  it,  but  could  get  no  paint;  so  I  had 
to  use  ink  and  some  other  articles :  however,  it  was 
finished  and  put  on  exhibition ;  and  it  was  a  rarer 
sight  to  the  natives  than  fifty  live  elephants  or 
tigers.  They  have  no  idea  what  such  a  thing  as 
a  ship  is.  Hundreds  came  to  see  it,  and  it  was 
with  the  greatest  difficulty  we  could  keep  them 
from  smashing  it,  handling  it ;  so  I  had  to  sell  it 
out  or  run  the  chance  of  getting  it  broke.  All  I 
got  was  ten  dollars.  I  made  another,  but  only  got 
five  dollars ;  so  that  branch  of  business  had  to  be 
abandoned  as  unprofitable. 

About  this  time  an  order  came  to  have  us 
move,  just  as  we  had  got  comfortably  lodged 
for  the  winter;  and  on  the  fourth  of  December, 
1861,  Companies  B,  E,  F,  H,  I,  and  K,  left  for 
Fort  Mason,  eighty-five  miles  from  Verde.  We 
left  sixty  men  at  Verde.  We  all  got  safely  to 
Mason,  and  there  the  command  was  split  up  into 
five  parties,  one  to  Fort  McKuvett,  one  to  Camp 
Colorado,  one  to  Camp  Cooper,  one  to  Fort  Bel- 
knap, and  Companies  B  and  K,  in  all  fifty-eight 
men,  to  Fort  Chadbourne,  clear  up  in  the  Ca- 
in anche  nation  of  Indians. 

I  forgot  to  tell  you  that  we  were  three  months 
and  fifteen  days  in  Camp  Verde. 

All  these  forts  that  I  nave  mentioned  are  on  the 
Indian  frontier,  and  were  formerly  garrisoned  by 
pur  soldiers,  but  none  of  us  had  ever  been  to  any 
of  them ;  but  at  the  time  I  am  writing  about  they 
were  garrisoned  by  the  rebels,  and  we  were  dis- 
tributed amongst  them,  as  I  tell  you,  for  safe 
keeping.  I  had  the  good  luck  to  go  with  my  com- 
pany, K,  to  Chadbourne,  two  hundred  and  twenty 
miles  from  Fort  Mason.  We  got  there  without 
any  mishap,  and  remained  there  three  months  and 
fourteen  days.  We  had  all  the  liberty  we  wanted, 
but  we  could  not  get  away,  as  there  was  not  a 
house  for  over  two  hundred  miles,  and  in  an  In- 
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dian  country;  so  we  had  to  make  the  best d'il 
Here  we  were  well  treated,  and  had  nothing  u*vl 
but  could  not  get  a  smoke  for  any  money  s 
were  all  nearly  crazy  for  tobacco;  we 
everything — leaves,  coffee,  tea,  weeds,  anaV  pa* 1 
and,  finally,  to  wind  up  our  troubles,  got  -oili 
flour,  and  went  without  bread  for  V 
days.    Beef  also  run  short,  and  the  rebel 
in  charge  of  the  fort  told  us  he  would 
with  a  party  of  men  and  kill  some  buffalo; 
of  our  men  went  along,  myself  amongst 
ber.    We  had  only  to  go  some  thirty 
When  we  came  on  the  range  of  the 
furnished  us  with  good  horses,  guns, 
shooting  pistols.    We  had  a  fine  time, 
first  day  killed  nineteen,  and  the  next 
We  only  took  the  tongue  and  humps,  put 
the  wagons,  and  went  home  again ;  but  * 
not  last  long;  so  the  Captain  told  us 
leave  the  fort  if  the  flour  did  not  come  on 
day,  and  as  we  had  been  living  on  not 
beans  for  some  weeks,  we  were  not  in 
trim  for  marching  one  hundred  and  twent 
the  nearest  way  we  could  get  to  Mason; 
boys  went  through  all  right.    I  took 
night  before  the  most  of  the  men  s! 
came  pretty  near  dying,  but  God  willed  it 
wise.    I  had  to  stop  behind  with  four  othe^^^ 
of  my  company  for  ten  days,  as  there  wW  **** 
wagons  enough  to  take  the  property ;  but  W"1^* 
to  Mason  a  few  days  after  the  others.  On* 
march  down  we  made  one  hundred  and  lw*1i>w? 
miles  in  five  days ;  one  day  we  marched  thflf^' 
eight  miles,  and  had  nothing  to  eat  but  bean*  a*af 
coffee.   At  Fort  Mason  we  were  found  in  a  to* 
days  by  our  other  companies  that  had  been  attk 
other  forts.   During  the  winter  we  were  all  pn> 
in  a  camp  without  any  tents,  but  the  weather 
this  time  was  beginning  to  be  fine,  (ApriL)  1 1 
all  commenced  comparing  notes ;  but  I  think  it 
had  a  little  the  hardest  times. 

I  must  not  enter  into  detail,  but  it  is  hard  to 
finish  now  without  a  full  account.  We  had  a 
good  camp  at  Mason,  fine  water  and  plenty  «f 
wood ;  so  we  commenced  building  brush  nooaeiw 
keep  off  the  heat  of  the  sun.  That  was  quia  a 
job,  for  the  weather  is  extremely  hot  there  in  tat 
summer  months ;  but  the  sheds  were  built,  audit 
were  quite  comfortable  under  the  circumstance!; 
but  when  it  rained  we  used  to  catch  it  all;  oar 
things  got  wet,  but  we  did  not  mind  that  mack 
We  now  began  to  be  much  in  need  of  clothing, 
shoes,  and  in  fact  everything ;  but  we  went  * 
work,  got  flour  sacks,  made  shirts  and  tronsea, 
and  got  some  canvas  and  made  slippers,  with 
raw-hide  soles ;  but  we  were  always  clean  and  scat 
even  in  our  old  clothes,  and  kept  up  oar  hesrto, 
knowing  that  it  could  not  last  forever.  I  can  new 
say  I  am  a  pretty  good  carpenter,  builder,  taflof, 
and  shoemaker ;  you  would  be  surprised. 

It  was  at  Mason  we  heard  of  the  fall  of  New 
Orleans.  I  was  out  on  a  fishing  tour  fourteen 
miles  from  camp,  and  heard  the  good  news;  and 
you  may  be  sure  I  did  not  stop  long  to  fish  after 
that,  but  hurried  home  to  acquaint  the  othen 
with  the  good  news.   Shortly  after  that  event, 
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jhotgh  tome  reports  tent  to  General  Bee  at  San 
f  ^     Aatonio,  he  ordered  us  to  be  closely  guarded,  and 
'    *otto  allow  us  to  see  any  citizens.   So  a  guard 
put  all  around  our  camp,  and  we  were  regu- 
isr/p  penned  up ;  but  soon  after  that  we  got  an 
dnfer  to  move  to  San  Antonio — wc  were  told,  for 
tb*  purpose  of  being  paroled.   We  did  not  ex- 
bcliexe  it,  but  we  were  getting  tired  of  Ma- 
ion*  and  wanted  to  get  to  San  Antonio,  where  we 
could  better  hear  and  see  what  was  doing.  So, 
after  a  stay  in  Mason  of  three  months  and  sixteen 
jgji,         started  on  the  road  once  more.  I  forgot 
o  men  t_i o ri  that  while  we  were  in  Mason,  Major 
Jill,  a  re  fc>cl  officer,  offered  any  of  the  men  passes 
"  they       o  uid  go  to  work  for  some  of  the  farmers 
jimd  there;  but  he  made  nothing  by  it,  for  al- 
jough    ,we?  were  offered  five  dollars  a  day,  and 
^4  00    clothes,  and  wanted  the  money,  not  one 
i*n  would  do  a  thing  for  them ;  at  the  same  time 
-e  crot>»   'were  ripe,  but  the  farmers  had  no  one 
feel?  them;  and  while  at  Mason  our  coffee  was 
^ppoeci,   and  we  got  rye  and  wheat  instead.  It 
f  ^  great:  dish,  I  assure  you ;  but  we  soon  got  used 
tb^9  »*i*«l  it  went  just  as  good  as  the  pure  old 

^*^o*fcfcMi  15  of  any  particular  note  occurred  on  the 
^jcb  *°  San  Antonio.    The  weather  was  very 
toasting,  but  by  that  time  we  were  all  pretty 
^j|c\V**fc^vrnated,  and  could  go  as  far  in  a  day  and 
ij^er  than  the  Secesh  horses.  They  were  dying 
^  the  road  every  day,  while  we  were  improving. 
In  due  time  we  arrived  in  San  Antonio  for  the 
fecond  time,  and  of  course  were  on  tiptoe  to  know 
vb&t      going  to  be  done  with  us.    Finally  we 
vere  ordered  to  a  camp  on  the  head  of  the  San 
^       Antooio  Itiver,  five  miles  from  the  latter  place  — 
a  good  camp,  with  plenty  of  wood,  and  a  good  river 
to  bathe  in.   That  was  what  we  wanted,  for  a  sol- 
dier is  out  of  his  element  if  he  has  not  plenty  of 
water.  After  we  had  been  in  camp  a  few  days, 
Captain  Price,  a  Confederate  officer,  came  and  told 
as  that  we  were  going  to  be  paroled  but  that  if 
any  of  us  wanted  to  join  their  army  we  could  get 
a  commission  and  all  our  pay ;  but  the  bait  would 
not  take,  and  we  all  remained  true  blue  to  the  old 
flag.    We  were  then  visited  by  General  Bee  and 
the  Inspecting  General.    He  complimented  us 
highly  for  our  clean  and  healthy  appearance,  and 
asked  us  to  join  the  South ;  but  still  the  same  an- 
swer.   We  then  asked  him  about  the  parole  and 
why  we  were  guarded  so  closely.    He  told  us  it 
was  our  own  faults  that  we  were  not  free  long  be- 
fore ;  that  we  could  be  soon  then  by  joining ;  but 
he  knew  it  would  not  work ;  so  be  threatened  to 
punish  us  still  more.   We  told  him  to  do  his 
worst;  that  our  day  would  come  some  time.  He 
then  told  us  we  had  been  on  intimate  terms  with 
some  of  the  disloyal  citizens  of  the  country,  and 
would  have  to  be  kept  under  a  close  guard  as  long 
as  we  were  prisoners  in  Texas. 

Shortly  after  this  we  were  joined  in  our  camp 
by  the  sixty  men  that  were  left  in  Camp  Verde. 
They  were  all  in  good  health,  but  like  the  balance 
of  us,  were  all  disappointed  in  not  getting  paroled  ;  j 
but  we  soon  went  about  building  more  summer  | 


houses,  and  after  that  was  done,  started  and  built 
a  theatre  out  of  green  bushes,  boards,  and  moss, 
which  we  found  in  abundance  on  all  the  large 
trees ;  we  had  quite  a  fine  place,  and  as  we  all 
gave  a  hand  to  the  work,  it  was  soon  completed. 
We  had  a  good  stage  of  boards,  foot-lights,  and 
a  drop-curtain  made  out  of  a  wagon  cover.  The 
building  would  seat  about  five  hundred  persons 
comfortably,  the  seats  made  out  of  boards  and 
large  trunks  of  trees ;  but  the  greatest  trouble  was 
to  raise  funds  to  start  with.  That,  however,  was 
accomplished  by  the  rebel  officers  making  a  dona- 
tion in  the  shape  of  some  fifty  dollars  in  Confed- 
erate money ;  with  that  we  bought  dresses,  wigs, 
and  candles  to  light  up  with.  We  had  a  big  time 
the  opening  night,  and  the  receipts  of  the  house 
amounted  to  nearly  one  hundred  dollars  ;  of  course 
none  of  our  party  paid  any,  but  all  the  rangers 
had  to  come  down  or  else  stop  out.  We  had  very 
good  music,  having  some  tip-top  musicians 
amongst  us ;  we  had  to  borrow  the  instruments 
in  San  Antonio.  The  orchestra  consisted  of 
three  fiddles,  one  flute,  one  clarinet,  and  a  guitar. 
We  gave  entertainments  twice  a  week  as  long  as 
there  was  any  money  around.  At  last  so  many 
of  our  men  used  to  be  away  from  camp  that  there 
was  an  order  given  to  put  on  a  close  guard,  and 
allow  no  one  outside  the  lines  on  any  business, 
and  any  of  us  found  outside  the  guard  were  or- 
dered to  be  shot ;  but  that  did  not  keep  us  in,  for 
then  we  were  determined  to  go  out  anyhow,  to 
show  them  that  they  could  not  keep  us  in.  We 
tried  all  kinds  of  plans  to  get  out,  and  then  came 
back  and  told  them  we  had  been  in  town.  The 
officers  came  down  heavy  on  the  guard  for  letting 
us  out,  but  they  could  not  find*  out  how  we  run 
the  blockade ;  but  we  did.  About  this  time  some 
of  the  men  determined  to  make  their  escape,  and 
go  over  into  Mexico,  nearly  three  hundred  miles. 
We  tried  to  dissuade  them  from  it,  but  they  were 
getting  tired  of  the  whole  arrangement,  and  would 
go;  so  some  fifteen  started  one  night  in  three 
different  parties  for  the  Kio  Grande.  They  were 
not  missed  for  three  days.  The  rebels  vowed 
vengenance  against  us  and  them,  and  thirty 
mounted  men  started  after  them ;  nine  escaped, 
and  the  other  five  got  out  of  provisions  and  had 
to  apply  for  some  at  a  house,  where  they  were 
captured  and  brought  back,  after  being  nearly 
sale.  They  then  put  balls  and  chains  on  their 
legs,  and  confined  them  in  the  guard-house ;  but 
one  night  two  of  the  five  cut  the  chains  and 
started  off  again.  They  were  missed  in  about  an 
hour,  but  they  were  not  caught  for  two  days. 
They  travelled  forty-five  miles  the  night  they  left. 
Major  Taylor,  the  officer  in  command,  told  them 
that  he  had  orders  to  shoot  them,  but  that  if  they 
promised  him  that  they  would  not  run  away  again, 
he  would  let  them  off;  so  they  had  to  promise. 
The  guard  was  now  doubled,  and  it  was  mighty 
hard  to  get  out ;  but  we  did  do  it,  after  all,  and 
four  more  started,  and  got  clear  through  to  Mex- 
ico, and  from  there  to  New  Orleans.  W e  were  a 
little  too  sharp  for  their  sentinels.  About  this 
time  the  weather  was  beginning  to  look  wintry, 
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and  we  concluded  we  bad  better  go  to  work  and 
build  winter  quarters ;  so  in  a  snort  time  some 
one  hundred  ranches  were  up,  but  they  were  fa? 
inferior  to  the  Camp  Verde  ones.  When  most  of 
them  were  finished,  we  were  again  ordered  to  change 
camp,  and  go  to  a  permanent  one  for  the  winter, 
on  the  SeawiUows,  thirty  miles  from  where  we  were. 
Major  Taylor  waited  for  a  rainy  day,  and  then  or- 
dered us  to  march  and  keep  in  ranks,  or  he  would 
order  the  guard  to  shoot  us  down.  Now,  we 
could  not  march  in  ranks  on  account  of  the  mud, 
*  and  he  actually  gave  the  order  to  shoot  us  ;  but 
the  guard,  more  sensible  than  himself,  refused  to 
do  it,  when  he  told  them  he  would  have  them  shot 
for  disobeying  his  orders ;  but  they  only  laughed 
at  him,  and  we  marched  as  we  pleased.  He  could 
make  nothing  of  us,  and  gave  it  up  for  a  bad  job. 
However,  we  got  to  our  destination  next  day,  and 
the  Major  told  us  how  we  should  build  in  streets  ; 
but  you  may  bet  now  we  done  exactly  contrary  to 
how  he  had  ordered.  He  told  us  he  would  make 
us  tear  them  down  again,  but  we  only  laughed  at 
him,  and  said  we  would  suit  ourselves.  We 
worked  at  cutting  down  trees  and  splitting  them 
up  into  pickets,  and  carrying  rocks,  for  three  days, 
and  there  were  a  good  many  got  their  places 
finished,  when  on  the  morning  of  the  fourth  day 
an  order  arrived  to  bring  us  back  to  San  Antonio 
to  get  paroled  sure,  and  leave  the  state.  We  all 
gave  three  cheers  for  the  Union,  and  every  one 
knocked  off  work  and  got  ready  for  a  move.  We 
heard  the  order  read  by  old  Taylor ;  he  had 
changed  completely  from  savage  to  mild,  but  we 
knew  the  old  rascal  too  well  to  trust  him.  We 
started  back  the  next  day  and  got  to  Camp  Worth, 
near  San  Antonio,  where  the  order  read  we  were 
to  be  paroled  and  furnished  with  an  escort  to 
the  Federal  lines.  • 

We  were  all  paroled  on  the  twenty-sixth  of 
December,  1862,  to  be  exchanged  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. The  guard  was  then  taken  off,  and  on  the 
first  day  of  January  we  started  on  our  march  for 
home,  with  an  escort  of  eighty  cavalry,  composed 
mostly  of  Germans.  They  were  not  very  strong 
for  secession,  but  they  had,  like  a  good  many 
others,  to  become  soldiers  or  hang  on  the  branch 
of  some  tree.  I  cannot  give  you  much  details  of 
the  march  through  Texas  into  Louisiana,  a  dis- 
tance of  four  hundred  and  twenty  miles ;  but  it  was 

Eretty  hard  on  all  of  us,  as  the  roads  were  in  a 
ad  condition  from  the  heavy  rains.  In  some 
places  we  had  to  lie  over  four  days,  as  we  could 
not  get  the  wagons  through  the  mud  and  sand. 
We  nad  plenty  of  liberty  to  go  wherever  we 
pleased,  and  we  availed  ourselves  of  the  privilege 
to  go  on  foraging  parties  after  fat  pigs,  chickens, 
&c.  I  am  certain  that  we  must  have  killed  on 
the  trip  one  thousand  hogs ;  in  some  camps  everv 
two  men  had  one  whole  one 'to  themselves,  ft 
was  a  good  thing  they  were  plenty,  for  we  could 
get  no  beef,  and  we  were  living  on  corn  bread 
alone,  without  a  grain  of  coffee.  The  Captain  that 
came  along  with  the  escort  remonstrated  with  us 
about  the  pork  business ;  but  we  lent  a  deaf  ear  to 
all  his  pleadings  in  favor  of  good  ocder  and  peace, 


for  pork  we  had  to  have,  no  matter  what  the  rat 
was.  I  tell  you  it  used  to  be  fun  to  see  the  bop 
in  full  pursuit  of  a  big  hog,  some  with  chta, 
others  with  knives  and  rocks ;  very  few  could  a- 
cape  the  doom  if  we  ever  got  after  him.  Tk 
owners  used  to  come  to  the  camps  to  compha, 
and  we  would  tell  them,  You  voted  for  war ;  not 
you  must  pay  for  it ;  so  clear  out.  Rather  a  «1 
way  of  doing  business,  I  confess,  but  a  sure  i^, 
for  we  were  on  the  strong  side. 

Well,  after  forty-seven  days  on  the  mares  it 
got  into  Shreveport,  at  the  head  of  the  Red  Bin; 
and  took  a  steamboat.  Our  tramping  was  all  am 
now,  but  we  were  worse  off  on  board  the  boi  • 
than  when  on  the  march.  We  were  all  huddled  a 
a  place  not  big  enough  to  hold  a  fourth  of  m\ 
of  course  none  could  sleep,  and  there  was  m 
place  to  cook  during  the  day ;  but  the  boat  lay  m 
at  night,  and  we  went  on  shore  and  cooked  enoofi 
to  do  until  night  again.  In  three  days  we  reaeW 
Alexandria,  where  we  changed  boats.  While  ■ 
Alexandria  the  Queen  of  the  West  was  towed  ■ 
as  a  prize,  along  with  twenty-three  prisooea 
taken  on  board  of  her.  We  took  them  stag 
with  us,  and  you  may  be  sure  there  were  a  eon 
many  questions  asked ;  but  they  could  not  tell « 
much,  as  they  were  not  very  well  posted  aboil 
the  war,  or  anything  else  we  cared  about  knowing 
We  went  seventy  miles  down  Red  River,  to 
within  a  mile  of  Fort  Taylor,  where  the  straw 
General  Quitman  was  lying,  and  there  foasi 
three  companies  of  the  Forty-second  Massacfcs* 
setts  regiment  and  the  crew  of  the  Harriet  Law, 
who  were  all  taken  prisoners  at  Galveston  on  tke 
first  of  January,  the  same  day  we  started  torn 
San  Antonio.  We  had  heard  about  the  fight,  bit 
did  not  believe  it.  We  were  now  reenforoed 
three  hundred  and  twenty,  which  made  the  part? 
over  six  hundred  strong,  not  counting  the  Scotcfc 
Grays  that  the  latter  party  had  along.  We  wen 
delayed  at  Fort  Taylor  three  days,  waiting  for 
woou ;  but  we  finally  got  under  way  again,  ana  nt 
into  Port  Hudson,  a  strongly  fortified  town  ontb 
Mississippi  River,  in  the  hands  of  the  rebek 
Here  we  stopped  all  night,  and  the  next  monflf 
went  down  the  river,  under  a  flag  of  truce,  to 
Baton  Rouge,  where  we  were  received  by  the 
Federal  officers. 

I  can  hardly  describe  my  feelings  on  landing 
once  more  on  the  soil  where  the  stars  and  stripe! 
were  so  proudly  waving  from  the  tall  masts  of  tot 
men-of-war  lying  in  the  river.  Well,  we  were  land- 
ed inside  our  lmes  after  being  prisoners  of  to 
twenty-two  months.  We  marched  up  to  the  cfcf 
and  got  quarters  and  supper,  and  the  whole  party 
started  at  eight  o'clock  on  a  boat  for  New  Or- 
leans, where  we  arrived  in  safety  the  next  morn- 
ing. From  there  we  were  taken  to  CarroUtoa, 
eight  miles  above  New  Orleans,  to  a  camp.  We 
were  treated  in  the  best  possible  manner  by  afl 
the  officers  and  men.  General  Emory  made  t 
speech,  in  which  he  complimented  us  for  oar 
loyalty  to  the  cause  of  the  Union,  and  told  us  ws 
could  and  would  have  everything  that  would  eon* 
tribute  to  our  comfort 
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Doc.  6. 

f  BATTLE  AT  GETTYSBURG. 

T  OP  CAPTAIN  HENRY  C.  COATES. 

quarters  First  Regiment  Mnr.  Vol.,  j 
Battle-Field  near  Gettysburg,  Pa.,  > 
July  5,  1863.  > 

Excellency:  I  have  the  honor  here- 
ansmit  to  you  a  brief  statement  of  the 
a  of  this  regiment  since  leaving  Fal- 
u 

day  evening,  June  fourteenth,  we  struck 
moved  about  five  miles  towards  Staf- 
t  House,  when  we  were  ordered  back  on 
Sedgewick's  Crossing,  below  Falmouth, 
o'clock  of  the  morning  of  the  fifteenth, 
withdrawn,  and  moved  again  towards 
Jourt  House,  our  corps  forming  the  rear 
the  army.  We  reached  Acquia  Creek, 
ifries,  that  night  —  twenty -eight  miles  ; 
be  next  day  marched  to  Occoquan  — 
liles  farther.  On  the  seventeenth  we 
jo  Fairfax  Station,  and  on  the  nineteenth 
rille. 

his,  the  weather  had  been  very  hot,  and 
ufiered  severely  from  the  hard  marching, 
rentieth  we  were  detailed  to  guard  the 
marched  in  a  severe  rain  to  Gainesville, 
hat  place  after  midnight  On  the  next 
jnt  to  Thoroughfare  Gap,  where  we  were 
1  picket  duty  until  the  twenty-fifth,  when 
ip  the  line  of  march  for  the  Potomac, 
aent  was  shelled  by  the  enemy  at  Hay- 
>ne  man  was  wounded,  and  Colonel  Col- 
se  killed  under  him.  We  reached  Gum 
1  that  night,  twenty-two  miles,  and  at 
he  next  aay  arrived  at  Edwards'  Ferry 
rtomac,  which  we  crossed  in  the  night, 
acked  near  our  old  camp, 
twenty-seventh  we  marched  to  Sugar- 
ntain,  and  on  the  next  day  reached  the 

near  Frederick  City,  Md. 
twenty-ninth  we  maae  a  march  of  thirty- 
to  Uniontown,  near  the  .Pennsylvania 
•e  we  found  the  pickets  of  the  enemy, 
•ver  one  day  for  stated  muster, 
first  of  July  we  marched  within  two  miles 
Ace,  where  we  found  portions  of  the 
had  been  in  the  battle  of  that  day. 
e  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  second 
e  were  ordered  into  position  in  the  front, 
t  the  centre  of  our  line — just  to  the 
5  town.  The  battle  commenced  at  day- 
raged  wTith  fury  the  entire  day.  We 
;r  a  severe  artillery  fire,  but  not  actively 
antil  about  five  o  clock  P.  M.,  when  we 
red  to  support  Battery  one,  Fourth 
rates  artillery.  Company  F  had  been 
from  the  regiment  as  skirmishers,  and 
L  as  sharpshooters.  Our  infantry,  who 
iced  upon  the  enemy  in  our  front,  and 
m  for  a  while,  were  in  turn  driven  back 
sonfusion,  the  enemy  following  them  in 
se. 

*k  them,  we  were  ordered  to  advance, 
L  —  Doc.  12 


which  we  did,  moving  at  double-quick  down  the 
slope  of  the  hill,  right  upon  the  rebel  line.  The 
fire  we  encountered  here  was  terrible,  and,  al- 
though we  inflicted  severe  punishment  upon  the 
enemy,  and  checked  his  advance,  it  was  with  the 
loss  in  killed  and  wounded,  of  more  than  two  thirds 
of  our  men  who  were  engaged.  Here  Captain  Mul- 
ler,  of  Company  E,  and  Lieutennat  Farrer,  of 
Company  I,  were  killed,  and  Captain  Pcriam,  of 
Company  K,  mortally  wounded.  Colonel  Colville, 
Lieuteuant-Colonel  Adams,  Major  Downie,  Adju- 
tant Peller,  and  Lieutenants  Sinclair,  Company 
B,  Demorest,  Company  E,  DeGray,  Company  G, 
and  Boyd,  Company  1,  were  severely  wounded. 
Colonel  Colville  is  shot  through  the  shoulder  and 
foot ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Adams  is  shot  through 
the  chest  and  twice  through  the  leg,  and  his  re- 
covery is  doubtful.  Fully  two  thirds  of  the  en- 
listed men  engaged  were  either  killed  or  wound- 
ed. Companies  F,  C,  and  L,  not  being  engaged 
here,  did  not  suffer  severely  on  this  day's  fight 
The  command  of  the  regiment  now  devolved  upon 
Captain  Nathan  S.  Messick. 

At  daybreak  the  next  morning  the  enemy  re- 
newed the  battle  with  vigor,  on  the  right  and  left 
of  our  line,  with  infantry,  and  about  ten  o'clock 
A.  M.  opened  upon  the  centre,  where  we  were 
posted,  a  most  terrible  fire  of  artillery,  which  con- 
tinued without  intermission  until  three  o'clock 
p.  M.,  when  heavy  columns  of  the  enemy's  infantry 
were  thrown  suddenly  forward  against  our  posi- 
tion. They  marched  resolutely  in  the  face  of  a 
withering  fire  up  to  our  line,  and  succeeded  in 
planting  their  colors  on  one  of  our  batteries. 
They  held  it  but  a  moment,  as  our  regiment,  with 
others  of  the  division,  rushed  upon  them,  the 
colors  of  our  regimerit  in  advance,  and  retook  the 
battery,  capturing  nearly  the  entire  rebel  force 
who  remained  alive.  Our  regiment  took  about 
five  hundred  prisoners.  Several  stands  of  rebel 
colors  were  here  taken.  Private  Marshall  Sher- 
man/ of  Company  C,  captured  the  colors  of  the 
Twenty-eighth  Virginia  regiment 

Our  entire  regiment,  except  Company  L,  was 
in  the  fight,  and  our  loss  again  was  very  severe. 
Captain  Messick,  while  gallantly  leading  the  regi- 
ment, was  killed  early.  Captain  W.  B.  Farrell, 
Company  C,  was  mortally  wounded,  and  died  last 
night.  Lieutenant  Mason,  Company  D,  received 
three  wounds,  and  Lieutenant^  Harmon,  Com- 
pany C,  Heffelfinger,  Company  D,  and  May, 
Company  B,  were  also  wounded.  The  enemy 
suffered  terribly  here,  and  is  now  retreating. 

Our  loss  of  so  many  brave  men  is  heart-rend- 
ing, and  will  carry  mourning  into  all  parts  of  the 
state.  But  they  have  fallen  in  a  holy  cause,  and 
their  memory  will  not  soon  perish.  Our  loss  is 
four  commissioned  officers  and  forty-seven  men 
killed,  thirteen  officers  and  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
two  men  wounded,  and  six  men  missing.  Total, 
two  hundred  and  thirty-two,  out  of  less  than  three 
hundred  and  thirty  men  and  officers  engaged. 

Several  acts  of  heroic  daring  occurred  in  this 
battle.  I  cannot  now  attempt  to  enumerate 
them.  The  bearing  of  Colonel  Colville  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Adams,  in  the  fight  of  Tues- 
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day,  was  conspicuously  gallant  Heroically  urging 
them  on  to  the  attack,  they  fell  very  nearly  at  the 
same  moment,  (their  wounds  comparatively  dis- 
abling them,)  so  far  in  the  advance  that  some  time 
elapsed  before  they  were  got  off  the  field.  Major 
Downie  received  two  bullets  through  the  arm 
before  he  turned  over  the  command  to  Cap- 
tain Messick.  Color- Sergeant  E.  P.  Perkins  and 
two  of  the  color-guard,  successively  bearing  the 
flag,  were  wounded  in  Thursday's  fight.  On 
Friday  Corporal  Dehr,  of  Company  A,  the  last  of 
the  color-guard,  when  close  upon  the  enemy,  was 
shot  through  the  hand,  and  the  flagstaff  cut  in 
two ;  Corporal  Henry  D.  O'Brien,  of  Company 
D,  instantly  seized  the  flag  by  the  remnant  or  the 
staff,  and,  waving  it  over  bis  head,  rushed 
right  up  to  the  muzzles  of  the  enemy's  muskets  ; 
nearly  at  the  moment  of  victory,  he  too  was 
wounded  in  the  hand,  but  the  flag  was  instantly 
grasped  by  Corporal  W.  N.  Irvine,  of  Company 
D,  who  still  carries  its  tattered  remnants.  Com- 
pany L,  Captain  Berger,  supported  Kirby's  bat- 
tery throughout  the  battle,  and  did  very  effective 
service.  Every  man  in  the  regiment  did  his 
whole  duty.    With  great  respect,  I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  Coates, 
Captain,  commanding  First  Regiment 
Minnesota  Volunteers. 

His  Excellency,  Alexander  Ramsay, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Minnesota, 

JOHN  W.  PLUMMER'S  ACCOUNT. 

On  the  first  of  July,  1 863,  we  started  from  Union- 
town,  Md.,  early  in  the  morning,  for  Pennsylvania, 
via  Tenaly  to  wn.  We  arrived  after  very  slow  march- 
ing at  Tenalytown  about  noon,  which  is  about 
seven  miles  from  W  n,  and  thirteen  from  Get- 
tysburg, and  halted  in  a  woods,  cooked  our  din- 
ners, and  were  given  to  understand  that  we  were 
to  remain  during  the  rest  of  the  day  at  least.  So 
on  the  thought  of  that,  one  of  my  comrades  and  I 
went  off  and  found  a  creek,  and  washed  our  shirts 
and  socks,  having  had  no  opportunity  of  performing 
this  needful  operation  of  late ;  but  we  had  scarce- 
ly got  back  when  the  order  came  to  march,  and 
we  had  the  alternative  of  carrying  our  wet  shirts 
or  throwing  them  away,  and  trust  to.Providence 
to  "get  some  more ;  but  we  decided  to  carry  them, 
heavy  though  they  were.  Hot  was  the  day,  and 
tired  were  we,  with  the  prospect  of  a  long  and 
rapid  march 'before  we  halted  again.  We  spread 
them  out  on  our  knapsacks,  so  that  in  travelling 
along  they  were  drying  and  continually  lessening 
our  load.  When  about  three  miles  from  Tenaly- 
town, we  began  to  hear  the  first  rumors  and  re- 
ports we  had  heard  of  a  battle  then  progressing 
at  Gettysburg,  and  also  plainly  see  the  two  lines 
of  smoke  of  the  two  contending  parties'  fire. 
That  accounted  for  our  sudden  orders  to  march. 
Rumors  came  thicker  as  we  neared  the  field,  from 
citizens,  cavalrymen,  and  orderlies ;  but,  as  usual 
on  such  occasions,  so  contradictory  we  could  make 
nothing  definite  or  reliable  out  of  them,  though 
the  weight  of  them  seemed  to  satisfy  us  that  at  the 
close  of  the  battle  our  forces  were  worsted,  and 


had  to  fall  back  some  distance,  though  we  did  *  ^  ^v. 
get  near  enough  to  the  field  that  night  to  see  my 
wounded  men  or  skedaddlers,  if  there  were  nay 
of  the  latter  class. 

We  halted  about  three  miles  from  Gettinkj 
about  nine  o'clock  that  night,  and  had  omen* 
build  breastworks  of  the  fence  rails;  but  urn 
were  pretty  tired,  and  couldn't  really  see  the » 
cessity  of  work  that  far  from  the  field,  we  am 
did  not  build  any,  but  lay  down  to  sleep,  ilia\ 
as  it  afterwards  proved,  was  just  as  well,* m 
fighting  was  done  there.    The  country,  after* 
crossed  the  Pennsylvania  line,  seemed  very  mi 
like  some  of  the  poorer  parts  of  Virginia,  and  lb 
people  like  the  Virginians,  for  they  seemed  p» 
fectly  indifferent  to  our  army  passing  throng 
and  the  great  conflict  which  was  raging  and  aa 
to  rage  so  near  their  homes,  and  on  the  retails' 
which  depended  the  fate  of  the  whole  country. 
One  grour>  in  particular,  we  saw,  were,  we  at 
lieved,  truly  loyal,  as  one  of  them,  a  very  inttfc 
gent  looking  woman,  said  to  us  while  pascal 
with  much  feeling,  "  It  gives  us  so  muchpUam 
to  see  our  good  Union  soldiers  coming!1*  Ma* 
a  fervent "  God  bless  you ! "  and  "  Good  for  year 
were  uttered  by  the  tired  and  weary  soldiers,  tad 
many,  too,  forgot  their  weariness  and  their  loaa\ 
feeling  that  for  such  they  could  fight  and  i 
any  hardship  without  grumbling.    One  of  oat 
bovs,  poor  fellow !  he  is  now  dead,  (Russ  Allen,) 
said, "  Boys,  who  wouldn't  fight  for  such  as  these?* 
Just  that  little  expression,  and  the  way  it  was  ex» 
pressed,  seemed  to  put  new  life  into  ail  of  us,  and 
we  resolved,  if  possible,  to  give  them  yet  mon 
pleasure  by  driving  the  invaders  from  their  eriL 

The  next  morning  we  were  called  up  about  day- 
light, and  before  we  had  time  to  get  coffee,  had  ta 
march  for  the  battle-field,  where  we  arrived  aooa. 
Troops  were  moving  around  in  every  direction, 
getting  in  position  for  the  coming  battle.  Oar 
corps  was  marched  to  the  centre ;  but  before  being 
placed  in  position  on  the  line  we  were  to  occupy, 
we  were  closed  in  column  to  hear  an  order  and  at 
appeal  to  the  troops  by  General  Gibbons,  oar  di- 
vision commander.  It  was  good,  and  we  all  felt 
better  after  hearing  it.  It  told  of  the  great  issaa 
at  stake  in  the  coming  contest  —  appealing  to  all 
to  do  their  duty  and  win  the  gratitude  and  esteem 
of  our  friends  and  of  the  nation,  and  ordered  thai 
every  one  found  skulking  away  in  time  of  action 
should  suffer  death.  I  have  always  thought  it 
would  do  good  to  make  these  addresses  to  troops 
before  going  into  action,  to  rouse  their  enthusiasm 
and  make  them  fight  much  better.  Napoleon 
used  to,  and  the  Southerners  do ;  but  it  is  prac- 
tised but  little  in  our  army.  One  thing  oar 
armies  lack  is  enthusiasm ;  and  no  efforts  are 
made  to  create  it,  when,  in  many  cases,  it  would 
accomplish  more  than  real  bravery  or  bull-dot 
courage;  so  I  think,  at  least  Well,  our  corps  and 
batteries  got  into  position  about  nine  o'clock,  and 
occasionally  a  shot  was  fired  from  our  guns,  and 
some  sharp  skirmishing  was  carried  on  in  front 
of  our  lines.  Our  brigade  was  not  in  front ;  so  we 
went  to  making  coffee  and  cooking,  and  filling  up 
the  inner  man,  preparatory  to  the  coming  strug- 
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t  two  o'clock  the  rebels  opened  on  us 
of  their  batteries,  and  the  way  the 
v  hospital  men,  stragglers,  and  darkies 
Lie  for  the  rear,  was  amusing  to  those 
who  had  got  used,  somewhat,  to  such 
ells.  Several  men  of  the  brigade  were 
nd  one  shell  killed  a  sergeant  of  Com- 
ned  Woodworth,  and  wounded  three 
ter  lying  there  about  two  hours,  or 
ock,  we  weie  ordered  to  get  our  things 
ready  to  move,  as  the  Third  corps  on 
i  going  in,  and  we  might  be  needed  to 
The  artillery  and  musketry  then  com- 
ig  on  the  left,  and  continued  with  but 

0  for  two  hours,  when  our  men  began 
y  slowly.  We  were  at  once  ordered 
ft  to  support  our  batteries,  and  check 
idvance.  We  were  marched  up  there 
rter  of  a  mile,  and  ordered  to  lie  down 
he  batteries,  as  the  shot  and  shell  were 
r  pretty  plentifully.  From  there  we 
all  over  the  field,  see  our  lines,  the 
and  their  batteries  very  plainly.  As 
en  fall  back,  rally,  and  fall  back  again, 
rushing  to  the  rear  in  squads,  I  never 
in  my  life.    I  thought  sure  the  day 

>r  us,  and  felt  that  I  would  prefer  to 
ither  than  live  and  suffer  the  disgrace 
tion  a  defeat  of  our  army  there  would 
s;  and  if  ever  I  offered  a  sincere 
ny  life,  it  was  then,  that  we  might  be 
defeat.  We  all  felt  bad,  but  resolved, 
lance  came,  to  do  our  best  to  retrieve 

1  of  the  day,  hardly  expecting  to  come 
conflict  unharmed.  Our  turn  soon 
were  ordered  forward  against  the 

>  were  then  within  musket  range  of 
any  ever  were  willing  and  anxious  to 
into  what  we  all  could  see  was  a  dead- 
p  boys  were.  We  had  two  open  fields 
>ver,  while  the  rebels  were  coming  down 
r  open  field,  and  the  Third  corps  fall- 
fore.  We  went  forward  on  a  run,  and 
till  about  half  way  across  the  second 
we  were  ordered,  for  some  unaccount- 
to  us,  to  halt,  and  the  bullets  were 
5  hail-stones,  and  whittling  our  boys 
Defore  the  sickle.  "Why  don't  they 
e?"  cried  all  of  us.  "  Why  do  they 
re  to  be  murdered?"  Every  one 
ious  to  go  forward,  and  some  run  way 
nd  beckoned  for  us  to  come  on.  We 
b  believed  that  a  determined  tharge 
k  any  line,  and  that  more  would  be 
d  and  less  life  lost,  than  by  lying 
firing  two  or  three  hours.  We  felt 
d  check  and  force  them  to  retreat,  and 
to  go  against  them  with  a  vengeance 
r  the  deadly  ground  as  soon  as  possi- 
ore  halted  again  when  across  the  second 
though  by  this  time  few  were  left, 
;  as  anxious  to  go  forward.  We  were 
fcer,  and  the  rebels  had  nearly  flanked 
f  the  regiment  But  what  surprised 
t  to  see  some  of  the  rebels,  not  fifty 
us,  standing  out  openly  and  loading 


and  firing  as  deliberately  as  though  they  were  in 
no  danger  whatever.  Ah!  there  is  no  mistake 
but  what  some  of  those  rebels  are  just  as  brave  as 
it  is  possible  for  human  beings  to  be.  I  expected 
they  would  turn  and  run  when  they  saw  us  coming 
so  determinedly,  and  I  believe  they  would,  had 
we  gone  right  on.  We  had  fired  but  a  few 
shots  before  we  were  ordered  to  fall  back.  Twas 
some  time  before  we  could  hear  the  order,  and 
when  we  did  the  right  of  the  regiment  was  half 
way  back.  We  dreaded  to  go  back  for  the  dan- 
ger of  it,  more  than  staying  there ;  and  we  felt, 
though  obeying  orders,  that  we  were  being  dis- 
graced to  fall  back  when  we  knew  we  could  hold 
our  own.  We  fell  back,  and  it  was  then  I  had 
the  first  feeling  of  fear  during  the  fight.  I  felt 
almost  sure  I  would  be  hit,  and  I  saw  many 
wounded  going  back. 

When  we  got  back  to  the  colors,  where  we  ral- 
lied, scarce  twenty-five  men  were  to  be  found. 
Most  who  went  in  were  killed,  wounded,  or  help- 
ing off  the  wounded.  The  enemy  advanced  no 
farther,  and  soon  some  of  our  boys  who  did  not 
fall  back  when  ordered,  came  in  bringing  in  pris- 
oners, and  they  said  when  we  fell  back  the  rebels 
were  making  for  the  rear  as  fast  as  possible.  It 
was  now  about  dark.  Another  line  came  up  of 
the  First  corps,  and  went  in  where  we  came  out, 
found  no  enemy,  advanced  their  pickets  over  the 
battle-field  to  enable  us  to  get  off  our  wounded, 
which  they  at  once  commenced  to  do.  We  were 
ordered  to  join  the  brigade  again,  on  the  right ; 
and  Lieutenant  Heffelfinger  took  a  couple  of  the 
boys  and  went  and  had  all  6ur  wounded  carried  to 
the  hospital  that  night  As  we  were  going  to  the 
right  to  join  the  brigade,  musketry  was  heard  very 
plain,  seemingly  scarce  half  a  mile  off,  and  com- 
pletely in  our  rear ;  in  fact,  some  of  the  bullets 
whistled  over  our  heads.  Now  we  were  sure  that 
the  battle  was  gone  up  for  us,  for  the  fighting 
continued  fierce,  and  seemed  growing  nearer  aU 
the  time.  We  made  up  our  minds  that  we  were 
whipped,  and  expected  before  morning  to  see  the 
whole  array  routed,  and  flying  for  Baltimore. 
The  prospect  was  gloomy  and  discouraging  in  the 
extreme  to  us,  but,  thank  God,  that  time  we  were 
deceived,  and  our  affairs  and  position  were  much 
better  than  the  most  sanguine  of  us  could  believe 
possible.  The  firing  soon  ceased  on  the  right  and 
what  seemed  our  rear;  the  troops  were  got  in 
their  places,  and  put  in  position  for  the  contest, 
whenever  it  should  open  again.  Our  brigade  was 
placed  almost  in  the  same  position  we  had  pre- 
vious to  the  charge  in  the  afternoon,  viz. :  the  left 
centre  of  the  army,  and  the  left  of  the  Second 
division.  We  then  lay  down  to  get  some  sleep, 
with  our  equipment  on  and  guns  by  our  sides ; 
and  I  here  say  I  never  slept  better  and  had  more 
pleasant  dreams  in  my  life  than  I  had  on  the  bat- 
tle-field of  Gettysburg,  with  dead  men  and  horses 
lying  all  around  me ;  but  the  excitement  and  ex- 
haustion had  been  so  great  that  a  man  could  sleep 
in  any  condition,  and  under  any  circumstances. 
We  got  up  about  daylight,  expected  and  awaited 
an  attack  from  the  enemy  at  any  moment,  but  till 
afternoon  all  was  quiet,  except  occasionally  a  shot 
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from  their  or  our  batteries.  Most  of  us  got  some 
coffee  during  the  forenoon,  by  going  one  or  two 
at  a  time  back  to  the  rear,  where  they  were  al- 
lowed fires  and  cooking,  which  of  course  greatly 
refreshed  us.  A  man's  appetite  generally,  during 
a  battle,  is  not  very  voracious.  About  half  past 
twelve  o'clock,  as  we  had  gathered  around  one  of 
our  Lieutenants  to  hear  the  yesterday's  Baltimore 
Clipper  read,  bang !  comes  one  of  their  shells  over 
us,  striking  about  twenty  yards  from  us.  That 
stopped  the  reading;  each  man  took  his  place, 
lay  down,  and  for  the  next  two  hours  hugged  the 
ground  just  about  as  close  as  human  beings  are 
generally  in  the  habit  of  doing.  The  first  gun 
was  the  signal  for  a  hundred  more  to  open,  at  less 
'  than  half  a  mile  distance,  while  till  then  their  ex- 
istence was  perfectly  unknown  to  us.  Such  an 
artillery  fire  has  never  been  witnessed  in  this  war. 
The  air  seemed  to  be  filled  with  the  hissing, 
screaming,  bursting  missiles,  and  all  of  them 
really  seemed  to  be  directed  at  us.  They  knew 
our  exact  position,  for  before  we  lay  down  they 
could  with  the  naked  eye  plainly  see  us,  and  where 
our  lines  were,  and  tried  to  explode  their  shells 
directly  over  us ;  but  fortunately  most  of  them  just 
went  far  enough  to  clear  us,  while  many  struck  in 
front  of  us  and  bounded  over  us.  We  lay  behind 
a  slight  rise  of  ground,  just  enough,  by  lying 
close,  to  hide  us  from  the  view  of  the  rebels.  A 
good  many  shell  and  pieces  struck  mighty  close 
to  us,  and  among  us,  but  strange  to  say,  none  of 
us  were  injured,  while  the  troops  that  lay  behind 
us  had  many  killed  and  wounded.  Our  batteries 
replied,  but  for  the  first  time  in  our  experience, 
they  were  powerless  to  silence  the  rebels,  and  in 
fact,  many  of  our  guns  were  silenced.  So  many 
of  their  horses  and  men  were  killed  that  they 
could  not  work  their  guns,  and  drew  them  off  the 
field.  Caisson  after  caisson  blew  up,  and  still 
the  rebels'  fire  was  fierce  and  rapid  as  ever.  I 
kept  thinking,  surely  they  cannot  fire  much  longer; 
their  guns  will  get  so  hot  they  will  have  to  stop, 
and  they  cannot  afford,  so  far  from  their  base,  to 
waste  so  much  ammunition.  It  was  awful  hot 
where  we  lay,  with  the  sun  shining  down  on  us,  and 
we  bo  close  to  the  ground  that  not  a  breath  of  air 
could  reach  us.  We  kept  wishing  and  hoping 
they  would  dry  up,  as  much  to  get  out  of  the  neat 
as  the  danger,  for  the  latter  we  thought  little  of, 
after  they  had  fired  a  while ;  but  Lee  had  an  ob- 
ject to  attain  by  throwing  away  so  much  ammu- 
nition. He  calculated  by  concentrating  his  fire 
on  our  centre  that  he  could  use  up  our  batteries, 
drive  away  and  demoralize  our  infantry  lines,  for 
owing  to  the  shape  of  our  lines,  a  shell  coming 
from  the  rebels,  if  it  failed  to  do  any  damage  to 
the  front  lines,  could  scarcely  fail  to  go  into  the 
reserves  that  lay  back  of  us ;  and  in  fact  many 
more  were  killed  in  the  rear  than  in  the  front, 
though  their  fire  was  directed  at  the  front  line  and 
batteries  nearly  altogether.  Had  he  succeeded  in 
doing  what  he  expected,  and  got  the  position  we  oc- 
cupied, we  were  defeated,  and  so  badly  that  I  much 
doubt  our  ability  to  stop  their  progress  towards 
Baltimore,  or  anywhere  they  chose  to  go.  But 
Mr.  Lee  got  fooled  for  once,  and  threw  away  a 


mighty  sight  of  good  ammunition,  and  ifriidjr 
little  benefit  from  it.   Well,  after  firing  start t|A^ 
hours  and  a  half,  they  slackened  up,  andtm^K 
order  came,  "  Be  ready,  for  they  are  rmatjkc  c^* 
(their  infantry.)    We  had  expected  it,  sod  it  Jit  . 
not  many  seconds  before  every  man  had  akA^x 
armor,  and  was  anxiously  awaiting  the  coa&wBi 
the  foe.    They  had  to  advance  more  than  bsWB:^*T 
mile  across  open  fields.   They  came  ootcffljB"^-  - 
woods  in  three  lines,  and  advanced  in  goodfltaA^  *e 
till  they  got  more  than  half  way  to  us,ai»liagjtsV~ 
range  of  our  muskets,  which  of  course  we  nue  *s 
did  the  battery  pour  grape  and  canister,  * 
they  closed  in  to  their  leu,  and  massed  tooisft  i  T-T 
for  a  charge,  on  the  part  of  the  line  heidhyfcfc^rrr 
Second  Philadelphia  brigade  of  our  difinoL  ifcc^ 
they  closed  together,  we  (our  brigade)  marcWlpt  ;  -* 
flank  to  confound  them,  firing  at  them  i  imliimisjM  - 
pouring  most  of  our  shot  into  their  naok^iittV^-7 
every  shot  must  telL    The  Second  brigadipis^? ' 
way  before  the  rebels  got  to  them,  and  Ms****0 
menced  to  fall  back.    Our  brigade  was1  bail 
up,  and  the  Third  were  brought  up  to  the  nMt  lj*^ 
and  with  the  Second,  which  soon  rallied  aga,v 
charged  the  rebels  just  as  they  had  planted  « 
of  their  colors  on  one  of  our  guns.   A  Yens*  mf* 
brigade  was  sent  out  to  flank  them,  which  tkf 
did  handsomely.    The  rebels,  now  seeing  tht|t>  Wt 
sition  they  had  got  in,  threw  away  their  gonial  \f 
gave  themselves  up  by  hundreds,  and  thus  eodai  me 
the  great  assault  of  Lee  on  the  third.  Notenovjfc  m 
went  back  of  Ricketts's  division  to  make  a  gooi  ■< 
line  of  skirmishers.    Another  line  came  ontoi  E 
the  left  shortly  afterwards,  but  they  were  repolni  ■ 
as  completely  as  the  first,  and  with  the  exception  I 
of  a  little  artillery  firing,  was  the  last  of  the  fight  1 
ingat  Gettysburg.  1 

During  the  assault  the  rebels  poured  into  ■  I 
lots  of  shell  and  grape  from  their  batteries,  hs  I 
we  scarce  paid  any  attention  to  it,  having  ail  it  I 
could  attend  to  in  the  infantry.    Our  boys  fsM  I 
bully  during  all  the  fight  of  the  third,  and  no  en  1 
thought  of  running  "or  of  the  danger,  except  tat 
Second  brigade;  and  some  of  these  regiments, 
Baxter  Zouaves,  for  instance,  never  were  koovs 
to  stand  fire.    We  took  revenge  for  what  they 
had  done  to  our  poor  fellows  the  day  before,  sad 
we  never  had  had  such  a  chance  before.  Most 
of  us  fired  over  twenty  rounds,  and  at  close  nogs 
enough  to  do  splendid  execution ;  and  if  we  didrt 
kill  some  Secesh  in  that  battle  we  never  did,  sal 
I  fear  never  will  during  the  war.  ' 

During  the  fight  of  the  third;  it  might  be  sni, 
almost,  that  every  man  fought  on  his  own  hook,  ftf 
our  division  had  been  so  used  up  the  day  befwt, 
that  few  officers  were  left  Generals  Hancock  sad 
Gibbon  were  wounded  early.  Each  man  acted  it 
though  he  felt  what  was  at  stake  in  the  contest,  and 
did  all  in  their  power  to  drive  the  enemy,  wuhoat 
regard  to  officers,  or  whether  there  were  any  or  not 
Regiments  all  mixed  up  together,  and  in  the  last 
charge  nearly  all  the  flags  of  the  division  wen 
together  in  a  corner  where  the  rebels  got  a  hold. 
The  flags  of  the  rebel  division  were  about  the 
same,  and  when  the  assault  was  fully  repulsed, 
they  laid  them  on  the  ground  in  front  of  ua,fcr 
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et  who  chose,  and,  as  might  be  ex- 
-ave  men  of  the  Second  bngade  were 
ck  them  up  when  there  was  no  dan- 
1  all  the  honor.  They  are  welcome, 
I  they  can  get,  for  among  those  who 
nd  saw  them  in  the  fight,  they  will 
something  besides  flags  to  establish 
on  that  field.  The  sights  on  the 
rrible,  by  far  the  worst  of  any  field 
;  but  1  have  not  the  time  or  disposi- 
ibe  them.  Never  before  were  our 
sed  up.  Some  of  them  had  not  men 
ough  for  two  guns,  and  the  four  bat- 
x>rps  had  to  be  consolidated  into  two 
:  the  field. 

ig  of  the  fourth  we  drew  rations,  and 
m  ;  and  right  there,  ^where  we  had 
y  before,  we  cooked  and  ate  a  hearty 
by  this  time  we  were  pretty  hungry, 
us  out  of  grub.  That  day  and  the 
be  next,  our  men  were  busy  burying 
Kiut  noon  of  the  fifth  we  left  the  field 
rebels,  who  were  now  known  to  be 
e  Potomac  as  fast  as  possible. 

tried  to  give  you  a  slight  sketch  of 
ook  in  the  great  battle.  It  is  very 
1  many  things  are  left  out  I  should 
ut  in ;  but  I  think  I  have  taken  up 

any  way ;  so  for  the  rest,  if  God 
e,  and  my  memory  serves  me,  you 
about  nine  months  from  now,  and  I 
reeable,  to  favor  you.  So,  for  the 
by.  John  W.  Plummer. 

R  A.  G.  BRADY'S  REPORT. 

as  Seventeenth  Reg^t  Conn.  Vols.,  \ 
Gettysburg,  Pa.,  July  4, 18tf3.  \ 

In  compliance  with  instructions 
iters,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the 
art  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Seven- 
lent  Connecticut  volunteers,  in  the 
f  the  first,  second,  and  third  instant, 
nt  reached  Gettysburg  between  one 
ock  p.  M.  of  the  first  instant,  and 
with  the  other  regiments  of  the  bri- 
i,  and  to  the  lower  end  of  the  town, 
ed  for  a  moment.  Four  companies 
tely  ordered  out,  (bv  Brigadier-Gen- 
nder  command  of  Major  Brady,  to 
he  bridge  at  the  lower  end  of  the 
(traction  to  throw  out  two  companies 
s,  the  other  two  to  be  held  as  a  re- 
take and  hold  the  brick  house  to 
>eyond  the  bridge.  Two  companies 
>ut  and  deployed  as  skirmishers  as 
sible  to  the  right  of  the  bridge,  along 
le  other  two,  held  in  reserve,  were 
ine,  loading  and  firing  as  rapidly  as 
ing  at  the  same  time  a  left  wheel,  so 
ur  right  around  the  house  —  the  re- 
near  and  conforming  to  the  move- 
ikirmishers.  When  near  the  house 
sued  upon  us  with  shot,  shell,  grape, 
which  retarded  our  advance  for  a 
L  Major  Brady  dismounted,  went  in 
ne  of  skirmishers,  and  led  them  on 


until  quite  near  the  house.  The  enemy,  antici- 
pating our  movements,  shelled  the  house  and  set 
it  on  fire.  We,  however,  held  our  ground,  and 
held  the  enemy's  skirmishers  in  check :  their  loss 
up  to  this  time  was  at  least  five  to  one,  most  of 
the  men  in  the  four  companies  being  excellent 
marksmen,  and  having  volunteered  for  this  occa- 
sion. .They  consisted  of  Companies  A,  B,  F,  and 
K,  and  commanded  respectively  by  Captains  Mc- 
Quhoe,  Hobbie,  Allen,  and  McCarty.  W e  con- 
tinued skirmishing  briskly  until  Major  Brady 
received  orders  from  Brigadier-General  Ames  to 
draw  in  his  skirmishers,  and  return  to  town  as 
rapidly  as  possible,  and  take  command  of  his  regi- 
ment. The  order  was  obeyed,  and  we  fell  back 
in  good  order,  skirmishing  with  the  enemy,  who 
advanced  as  we  retreated,  and  tried  to  cut  us  off 
and  capture  us  before  we  got  to  the  town ;  but 
we  foiled  them  in  this  attempt  by  making  a  cir- 
cuit, and  entering  the  town  near  the  upper  end, 
and  soon  joined  the  remainder  of  the  regiment, 
which  we  found  near  the  lower  end  of  the  town. 

The  loss  in  the  four  companies  under  Major 
Brady  was  three  men  killed,  one  Captain  and  one 
Lieutenant  wounded,  one  Sergeant  and  three  men 
taken  prisoners.  I  would  here  state  that  I  had 
great  difficulty  in  drawing  in  Captain  McCarty's 
Company  K,  as  they  were  so  earnestly  engaged, 
and  making  such  sad  havoc  among  the  rebels. 
The  remainder  of  the  regiment,  six  companies 
under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fowler,  advanced  with 
the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade  to  the  left  and 
front  of  the  town,  and  directly  in  rear  of  the 
One  Hundred  and  Seventh  Ohio  volunteers,  in 
close  column  by  division,  were  ordered  to  the 
front,  advanced  and  deployed  at  double-quick, 
and  held  their  ground,  (notwithstanding  the  rush 
to  the  rear  of  troops  directly  in  advance,)  until  or- 
dered by  the  brigade  commander  to  fall  back,  which 
order  was  obeyed  in  good  order,  the  men  loading 
and  firing  as  they  fell  back.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Fowler  was  killed  when  the  regiment  advanced 
and  deployed.  Captain  Morn  was  killed  about 
this  time,  and  Captain  French  and  Lieutenant 
Quinn  were  wounded,  and  many  of  the  men  were 
killed,  wounded,  and  taken  prisoners. 

When  the  regiment  reached  the  town,  the  four 
companies  under  Major  Brady  were  still  skirmish- 
ing with  the  enemy,  and  remained  so  until  Briga- 
dier-General Ames  sent  an  Aid,  with  orders  for 
Major  Brady  to  return  with  his  command  and 
assume  command  of  his  regiment,  he  being  the 
only  field  officer  of  the  regiment  present  Upon 
arriving  in  the  town  Major  Brady  assumed  com- 
mand of  the  regiment,  and  reported  immediately 
to  Brigadier-General  Ames  for  instructions.  The 
enemy  were  at  this  time  advancing  rapidly  through 
the  town.  The  regiment  was  immediately  deployed  m 
in  the  streets,  and  fired  several  volleys  into  the 
ranks  of  the  enemy,  which  thinned  their  ranks 
and  retarded  their  advance.  We  kept  the  enemy 
from  advancing  through  the  town,  until  ordered 
to  clear  the  street  of  our  men  for  the  purpose  of 
planting  a  battery.  The  battery  not  being  placed 
in  position  as  intended,  and  the  regiment  being 
in  line  on  the  sidewalk,  the  enemy  took  advantage 
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of  this,  and  with  a  superior  force  rushed  through 
the  main  street,  which  compelled  us  to  fall  "back, 
which  we  did  reluctantly,  but  not  without  contest- 
ing the  ground  inch  by  inch.  As  we  retreated 
we  loaded,  halted,  and  poured  destructive  volleys 
into  their  ranks,  which  cleared  the  main  street  of 
them  several  times ;  but  we  found  the  enemy  too 
many  for  us.  They  poured  in  from  every  street 
in  overwhelming  numbers,  which  broke  our  ranks. 
Upon  arriving  near  the  battery  on  Cemetery  Hill, 
the  regiment  was  halted,  ana  formed  in  line  of 
battle,  fronting  the  town.  About  this  time  Major- 
General  Howard,  who  was  in  the  thickest  of  the 
fight,  regardless  of  danger,  asked  if  he  had  troops 
brave  enough  to  advance  to  a  stone  wall  across  a 
lot  towards  the  town,  and  said  he  would  lead  them. 
We  replied,  "Yes;  the  Seventeenth  Connecticut 
will,"  and  advanced  at  once  to  the  place  indicated, 
remained  a  few  moments,  and  again  advanced 
across  another  lot  still  nearer  the  town,  and  behind 
a  rail  fence  at  the  upper  end  of  the  town,  which 
position  we  held  till  late  in  the  evening,  exposed 
to  a  galling  fire  from  the  enemy's  sharpshooters, 
when  the  whole  regiment  was  ordered  out  on 
picket,  and  performed  that  duty  until  two  o'clock 
of  the  second  instant,  when  we  were  relieved  and 
took  a  position  behind  the  rail  fence,  and  one 
hundred  and  fifty  paces  farther  to  the  right  of  the 
place  we  occupied  before  going  out  on  picket. 
We  remained  in  this  position,  exposed  to  the 
enemy's  batteries  and  sharpshooters,  until  seven 
o'clock  P.  MM  when  we  were  ordered  to  the  ex- 
treme right,  behind  a  stone  wall,  on  each  side  of 
a  lane  below  the  battery,  opposite  the  cemetery 
entrance.  Two  companies  were  advanced  to  the 
grain  field  near  the  woods,  through  which  the 
enemy  were  rapidly  advancing.  We  covered  the 
wall  on  each  side  of  the  lane  by  compelling  about 
three  hundred  stragglers,  who  had  no  commander, 
to  fall  into  our  line.  We  had  not  more  than 
time  to  form  behind  the  wall  before  the  enemy 
were  discovered  advancing  rapidly  upon  us  on 
our  right,  and  a  full  brigade  obliquely  towards  our 
left.  When  within  one  hundred  and  fifty  paces 
of  us  we  poured  a  destructive  fire  upon  them, 
which  thinned  their  ranks  and  checked  their  ad- 
vance. We  fired  several  volleys  by  battalion, 
after  which  they  charged  upon  us.  We  had  a 
hand-to-band  conflict  with  them,  firmly  held  our 
ground,  and  drove  them  back.  Soon  after,  some 
of  the  troops  on  our  left  giving  way,  the  rebels 
succeeded  in  Retting  in  our  rear.  We  again 
drove  them  back,  and  held  our  position.  It  was 
during  this  conflict  that  Major  Brady  was  wounded 
by  a  fragment  of  a  shell,  which  hit  him  upon  his 
right  shoulder.  After  the  enemy  had  been  driven 
back,  the  firing  ceased,  excepting  occasional  shots 
#from  their  sharpshooters.  We  were  relieved  by 
the  Fourth  Ohio  volunteers,  and  were  ordered  to 
change  front  to  the  left,  behind  a  wall  running  at 
right  angles  with  the  one  we  had  just  occupied, 
and  fronting  the  town,  and  where  the  enemv 
entered  on  our  left.  We  remained  at  this  wall 
all  night,  and  during  the  whole  of  the  third 
instant,  exposed  to  a  cross-fire  of  the  rebel  bat- 
teries and  their  sharpshooters.   With  the  latter 


our  best  marksmen  exchanged  shots  sad  at 
ceeded  in  dislodging  many  of  them.  Whs  it 
regiment  entered  the  engagement  on  the  fr*» 
stant,  it  numbered  seventeen  officer!  tak  ' 


hundred  and  sixty-nine  enlisted  men.  Wen*  i  .*«£: 
at  the  present  time  nine  officers  and  one  toUflrc  £ 
and  twenty  enlisted  men. 

Captain  Wilson  French  and  Lieutenant  Bssi 
are  the  only  officers  known  to  have  beet 
prisoners.  The  former  was*  wounded  in  tkfcA*  I: 
day's  engagement.    We  are  not  aware  thrtdfc 
of  them  was  paroled.    The  regiment 
gallantly.    No  troops  in  the  world  could 
better.    Both  officers  and  men  are  dewrnsje*  fc-^ 
great  credit  for  their  coolness  and  braverytfaM^ 
out  the  entire  three  days'  battle.  There utHf 
deserving  of  especial  mention  for  bravery  a  & 
field,  but  they  are  so  numerous  I  will  not 
take  to  give  the  names.   The  coolness  u>ds> 
very  displayed  by  the  officers  and  men  of  OooM 
B  exceeded  anything  I  ever  saw.   I  am,  Gait* 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

A.  Q.  Bun, 

Major,  commanding  Seventeenth  RegimeatCf, 
To  Brigadier-General  A.  Ames, 
commanding  Brigade. 


i  2 


Doc.  7. 


GENERAL  HOOKER  ON  THE  RAFTDAS. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Major- 
General  J.  J.  Peck  to  Andrew  D.  White, \» 
President  of  the  Onondaga  Historical  Associato* 
It  was  accompanied  by  a  map  of  Suffolk,  shotiaj 
Longstreet's,  Hill's,  and  Hood's  operation*  l 
April  and  May,  1863,  during  the  short  campagi 
of  General  Hooker  on  the  Kapidan.. 

New  York,  Jane  28,  Iff*. 
Sen.  A.  D.  White,  Vice-President  Onondaga  Bh 

torical  Association,  Syracuse  : 

Sir  :  Permit  me  to  present  through  you,  to  til 
Onondaga  Historical  Association,  «a  map  of  Suf- 
folk, Va.,  and  the  adjacent  region.  It  is  a  sec- 
tion of  a  map  which  I  had  prepared  while  in  com- 
mand of  the  U.  S.  forces  on  the  south  side  of  tk 
James  lliver. 

It  is  of  especial  interest  as  presenting  the  tta- 
tre  of  operations  of  one  wing  of  Lee's  army,  under 
Lieutenant-General  Longstreet,  Hill,  and  Hood, 
from  April  tenth  to  May  third,  1863.  Althoogk 
Hill  was  not  present  all  the  time,  he  was  oper- 
ating with  Longstreet,  and  by  his  orders  mk 
certain  demonstrations  in  North  Carolina,  abost 
the  first  of  April,  with  the  object  of  causuig  troops 
to  be  detached  from  Suffolk  and  other  poute 
Having  accomplished  his  mission,  he  discontinued 
the  siege  of  Little  Washington  on  the  fifteenth 
and  despatched  his  troops  to  Suffolk. 

Longstreet  himself  may  have  joined  Lee  tnd 
Jackson  at  the  crisis  of  Chancellorsville,  or  toss 
after,  although  bis  servants  and  hones  fell  into 
our  hands  near  Suffolk,  on  the  fourth  of  Blay. 
Doubtless  one  division,  or  a  portion  thereat  so* 
ceeded  in  reaching  the  Kapidan,  in  spite  of  tht 
bold  operations  of  Stoneman. 
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^.  Tbe  relative  strength  of  Hooker  and  Lee  is 
..^gyrrti  by  the  New  York  Tribune  of  March  twen- 
ty g»-*T  1864,  in  an  editorial  on  the  "  Hichmond 
(jfegKipaigns,"  as  follows:    Hooker,  one  hundred 
*g— A    twenty-three  thousand  fighting  men  prcs- 
:iDt  for  duty;  Lee,  forty-nine  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred men. 

At  this  time  I  do  not  purpose  expressing  an 
in  ion  respecting  the  accuracy  of  the  estimates 
the  Tribune,  but  it  is  due  the  ■little  army  I 
the  honor  to  command,  that  I  should  state 
th&t  the  force  opposed  to  us  in  front  of  Suffolk 
■very  heavy,  nearly  twice  my  own,  for  many 
S  and  in  the  hands  of  some  of  the  ablest  rebel 
it  Pointers ;  viz.,  Longstreet,  Hill,  Hood,  Pick- 
ett, Garnett,  Anderson,  French,  &c. 

The  operations  about  Suffolk,  ending  May 
fcurth,  were  suddenly  eclipsed  in  the  night  of 
General  gloom  and  painful  anxiety  which  attend- 
ed General  Hooker's  disaster  at  Ohanccllorsville. 
Attention  was  not  again  awakened  upon  that  field, 
the  campaign  will  be  imperfectly  understood 
**y  the  public  while  the  official  reports  remain  un- 
published. Sincerely  yours, 

John  J.  Peck, 

Major-Gtueral. 

Doc.  8. 

THE  IRON-CLADS  AT  CHARLESTON. 

REPORT  OF  REAR-ADMIRAL  DAHLGREN. 

Flag- Steamer  Philadelphia,  off  Morris  \ 
Island,  January  as,  1H04.  $ 

Sir  :  Conformably  to  the  wishes  of  the  depart- 
ment, I  submit  the  following  review  of  the  services 
of  the  monitors  while  under  my  command ;  and 
as  some  knowledge  of  the  circumstances  under 
which  they  have  been  tested  may  afford  a  better 
appreciation  of  their  qualities,  I  shall  briefly  nar- 
rate some  of  the  leading  events  in  which  they  have 
participated  during  the  operations  at  this  place. 

On  the  sixth  July  Hear- Admiral  Dupont  de- 
livered to  me  the  command  of  the  naval  forces 
occupying  the  coast  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia, 
and  part  of  Florida.  They  embraced  seventy! 
(TO)  vessels  of  all  classes,  and  were  distributed  at ! 
various  points  along  an  extent  of  more  than  three 
hundred  miles.  There  was  no  concentration,  the 
purpose  being  rather  to  distribute  the  vessels  in 
order  to  enforce  an  efficient  blockade. 

Of  the  iron-dads,  the  Ironsides  was  off  Charles- 
ton bar,  two  monitors  were  at  Edisto,  one  at 
Stono,  three  at  Port  Royal,  and  one  at  Ossubaw. 

The  orders  of  the  department  (June  twenty- 
four,  1803)  only  directed  me  to  assume  the  com- 
mand ;  thev  went  no  further,  nor  was  there  need 
that  they  should.  There  was  an  enemy  in  front, 
and  it  was  my  duty  to  compel  him  to  obedi- 
ence, so  far  as  my  means  permitted.  On  the  day 
that  I  arrived,  an  interview  occurred  with  General 
Gill  more,  in  which  the  details  for  a  descent  on 
Morris  Island  were  arranged  to  commence  on  the 
"Wednesday  following,  but  which  were  postponed 
first  to  Thursday,  and  then  to  Friday,  in  order  to  al- 
low General  Gillmore  to  perfect  his  arrangements.  [ 


In  the  absence  of  specific  instructions,  I  was 
oblfged  to  assume  the  responsibility  of  action, 
which  the  department  was  advised  of. 

The  naval  part  of  the  operations  consisted  of,  — 

1.  In  assembling  the  iron-clads  at  the  Charles- 
ton bar,  so  as  to  cross  at  early  daylight  on  the 
day  named,  to  cover  the  attack  of  the  troops,  to 
prevent  the  arrival  of  reinforcements  during  that 
attack,  and  to  engage  the  rebel  batteries,  particu- 
larly Fort  Wagner. 

2.  To  furnish  a  convoy  for  the  column  that  was 
to  ascend  to  Stono,  cover  its  landing,  and  shell 
James's  Island. 

3.  To  guard  the  depots  of  the  army  at  Hilton 
Head  and  at  Scabrook  during  the  withdrawal  of 
the  troops  concentrated  on  Folly  Island.  1  should 
here  state  that  Mr.  Ericsson  had  decided  to  in- 
crease the  thicknesses  of  the  pilot-houses  of  all 
the  monitors,  and  add  heavy  circles  of  metal  to  the 
bases  of  the  turrets  and  pilot-houses. 

The  three  at  Port  Royal  were  already  in  hand 
for  this  purpose,  and  some  progress  had  been 
made.  A  part  of  my  preparation  consisted  iu 
putting  a  stop  to  the  work,  and  having  the  vessels 
fitted  temporarily  for  service. 

This  was  effected  in  season,  and  before  daylight 
of  the  ninth  of  July  the  monitors  were  off  the  bar, 
ready  to  pass  in  at  the  first  sign  of  movement  by 
the  United  States  batteries  on  Folly  Island. 

The  plan  was  to  open  from  the  masked  batteries 
on  the  north  end  of  Folly  Island,  cross  the  bar 
with  the  monitors,  and  enfilade  the  rebel  position 
on  the  eminences  of  Morris  Island,  while  the  troops 
were  to  cross  the  narrow  inlet  which  divides  Mor- 
ris Island  from  Folly  Island  when  the  proper  mo- 
ment arrived. 

The  obscurity  of  the  night  still  rested  on  land 
and  sea  when  I  went  on  board  the  Catskill,  (July 
tenth,)  and  not  a  symptom  of  preparation  on 
shore  was  visible  to  us. 

It  was  important  that  the  monitors  should  not 
by  their  appearance  give  any  intimation  of  what 
was  meditated  by  being  seen  on  the  bar  until  the 
details  ashore  were  completed ;  so  I  waited  the 
first  fire  of  the  batteries.  This  was  not  long  com- 
ing, and  I  led  with  my  flag  in  the  Catskill,  followed 
by  Captains  Fairfax,  Downes,  and  Colhoun,  in  the 
Montauk,  Nahant,  and  Weehawken.  Steering  for 
the  wreck  of  the  Keokuk,  and  passing  it,  the  mon- 
itors were  laid  in  line  about  parallel  to  the  land, 
opposite  the  southern  eminences  of  Morris  Island, 
and  poured  in  a  steady  fire  among  the  rebel  gar- 
rison, who  were  there  posted,  making  a  feeble  and 
ineffectual  return  to  the  storm  of  shot  and  shell 
that  came  upon  their  front  and  flank.  I  could 
see  plainly  the  great  confusion  into  which  they 
were  thrown  by  this  sudden  and  overwhelming 
onslaught.  It  was  a  complete  surprise,  both  as 
to  time  and  to  power  developed. 

The  monitors  were  run  in  as  close  as  the  shoal 
waters  permitted,  so  that  the  shells  from  our  own 
batteries  on  Folly  Island  passed  close  ahead  of 
and  at  times  over  some  of  them. 

About  eight  o'clock  a  body  of  men  were  seen 
coming  over  the  low  sand  beach  of  Morris  Island, 
and  while  hesitating  whether  to  treat  them  to  some 
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volleys  of  grape,  the  sight  of  the  Union  flag* 
told  who  (hey  were.  They  composed  the  brigade 
which  had  been  brought  from  the  Folly  River  by 
the  boats  of  the  squadron,  under  Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Bunce  and  Lieutenant  Mackenzie. 

I  paused  for  a  moment  to  observe  the  gradual 
accumulation  of  our  men  in  masses,  and  their  ad- 
vancing movement ;  then  pushed  forward  to  accel- 
erate with  our  enfilading  fire  the  retreat  of  the 
rebels. 

The  sight  was  now  of  great  interest.  Our  own 
troops  could  be  seen  taking  possession  of  the  sand 
hills  where  the  enemy  had  rested  the  sole  defence 
of  this  end  of  the  island,  while  some  battalions 
were  moving  along  the  beach.  The  defeated 
rebels  were  hurriedly  making  way  along  the  low, 
flat  land  north  of  their  position,  and  some  two  or 
three  detached  dwellings  were  in  flames,  while 
the  monitors  skirting  the  shore  maintained  a 
steady  fire  on  the  retreat.  Presently  they  reached 
Fort  Wagner ;  and  here  we  were  advised  that  our 
advance  was  checked,  at  least  for  the  day,  though 
it  was  but  nine  o'clock.  The  discomfited  rebels 
were  safe  in  the  work,  and  our  own  men  halted 
at  a  reasonable  distance  from  it. 

The  monitor  with  my  flag  was  now  anchored 
as  near  the  beach  as  the  depth  of  water  permitted, 
(twelve  hundred  yards,)  and  the  other  monitors 
in  line  to  the  southward.  A  steady  fire  was  be- 
gun about  half  past  nine,  —  the  fort  replying 
briskly,  —  and  maintained  through  the  day,  except 
the  dinner  hour,  until  six  in  the  evening ;  then  1 
retired  and  anchored  lower  down. 

Next  morning  before  six  o'clock  the  Flag-Lieu- 
tenant reported  to  me  that  an  assault  had  been 
made  at  daybreak  by  our  troops  and  failed,  and 
about  nine  o'clock  I  had  a  note  in  pencil  from  the 
General,  saying,  "  We  attempted  to  carry  Fort 
Wagner  by  assault  this  morning,  and  reached  the 
parapet ;  but  the  men  recoiled  and  fell  back  with 
slight  loss." 

It  is  known  now  that  reinforcements  had  been 
hurried  to  the  island  by  the  rebels,  and  had  en- 
tered the  work  about  midnight. 

I  had  no  notice  whatever  of  the  General's  intent, 
and  could,  therefore, 'render  no  aid  in  time. 

Here  ended  the  first  part  of  the  enterprise 
against  Morris  Island.  It  had  been  in  all  respects 
a  surprise,  and  so  complete  that  the  rebels  do  not 
seem  to  have  had  any  idea  of  it  until  the  day  be- 
fore ;  and  it  is  not  certain  they  were  then  aware 
of  the  scale  on  which  it  was  to  be  conducted. 

Had  a  work  like  Wagner  crowned  the  sand 
hills  of  the  south  end,  we  could  not  have  estab- 
lished our  position  on  the  island — even  a  surprise 
would  probably  have  been  out  of  the  question. 
But  there  were  to  be  no  more  surprises  —  the 
undertaking  was  to  be  completed  only  by  hard 
work  patiently  endured  in  the  trenches,  and  by 
batteries  ashore  and  afloat. 

The  General  now  decided  to  make  a  second  as- 
sault in  force,  and  to  cover  it  by  some  light  bat- 
teries established  at  distances  varying  from  one 
thousand  to  seventeen  hundred  yards. 

*  The  first  planted  on  Morris  Island  by  Lieutenant 
Robeson. 


While  the  preparations  for  this  denn  ear  |i::U3 
going  on,  the  monitors  were  daily  at  won  to  » 
cupy  the  attention  of  Wagner  and  keep  don! 
fire  —  the  gunboats  assisting  at  long  range.  — 

On  the  eighteenth  July,  ail  being  ready,  lisf 
noon  I  led  up  in  the  Montauk,  followed'^ fat  f  \Z 
monitors  and  the  Ironsides,  anchored  at  tiehl 
hundred  yards,  as  near  as  the  state  of  the  ti 
would  permit,  and  opened  fire — the  grab* 
firing  at  a  greater  distance,  add  the  shore  btttriM 
also  in  action. 

As  the  tide  rose  the  Montauk  gradually  deal 
in,  until  at  seven  o'clock  she  was  aboot  tkni 
hundred  yards  from  Wagner,  when  I  oriesi 
grape  to  be  used.  Unable  to  endure  the  fiw  i 
the  vessels,  the  guns  of  the  fort  were  now  ski, 
and  not  a  man  was  to  be  seen. 

About  sunset  a  note  in  pencil  from  Oeunl 
Gillmore  announced  his  intention  to  assault ',b* 
it  was  quite  dark  before  the  column  reached  to 
work.   The  fire  of  the  vessels  was  continued » 
long  as  it  was  safe  for  our  own  men  ashore,  bet 
ceased  when  the  darkness  made  it  impossible  to 
distinguish  friend  from  foe.    The  rattle  of  » 
ketry  soon  made  known  the  commencement  of  thi 
assault,  and  continued  with  little  intermission 
until  half  past  nine,  when  it  ceased ;  and  to 
came  the  painful  tidings  of  our  defeat. 

This  was  the  end  of  the  second  part  of  tin 
operation,  and  proved  that  the  work  was  too 
strong  and  too  pertinaciously  defended  to  be 
taken  by  any  off-hand  blow.  The  slow  and 
laborious  operation  by  trench  and  cannon  only 
was  capable  of  reducing  it. 

And  here  I  may  remark,  that  in  this  necessity 
is  to  be  found  a  principal  cause  for  the  delay  is 
reaching  Charleston  that  subsequently  ensued. 
It  was,  no  doubt,  unavoidable,  for  it  is  to  be  pre- 
sumed that  no  more  troops  could  then  be  spared 
from  the  main  armies.  'If  there  had  been  snAV 
cient  to  make  such  an  assault  as  would  hut 
overpowered  all  opposition,  Wagner  might  hut 
been  carried  at  the  first  assault,  t3reg{*  would 
have  yielded  immediately,  Sumter  would  sooi 
have  followed  as  a  matter  of  course,  and  the  iron- 
clads, untouched  by  severe  and  continued  batter- 
ing, would  have  been  in  condition  to  come  quickly 
in  contact  with  the  then  imperfect  interior  de- 
fences. 

The  rebel  movements  clearly  indicate  that  they 
admitted  the  impracticability  of  defending  Morn* 
Island,  and  consequently  Sumter,  after  our  posi- 
tion on  it  was  fully  established  and  covered  by  the 
iron-clads.  They  only  sought  to  hold  the  island 
long  enough  to  replace  Sumter  by  an  interior 
position ;  hence,  every  day  of  defence  by  Wagner 
was  vital  to  that  of  Charleston. 

This  policy  was  successful  for  two  months, 
(tenth  July  to  seventh  September,)  and  gave  thus 
to  convert  Fort  Johnson  from  a  forlorn  old  fort 
into  a  powerful  earthwork — improved  by  the  ex* 
periences  of  Wagner.  Moultrie  received  similar 
advantages,  and  most  of  the  cannon  of  Sumter 
were  divided  between  Johnson  and  Moultrie. 
Batteries  were  established  along  the  sooth  shore 
of  the  channel  from  Johnson  towards  the  city; 
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1  thus  an  interior  defence  was  completed  which, 
jrh  it  separated  more  widely  the  salient  and 
*»xfaieipal  works  of  the  defence,  by  substituting 
Johnson  for  Sumter,  yet  rendered  access  to  the 
"Upper  harbor  far  more  difficult,  because  a  more 
powerful  fire  was  concentrated  from  additional 
latteries  upon  vessels  attempting  to  enter. 

And  thus  it  was  that,  even  after  Morris  Island 
"WM  evacuated  and  Sumter  dismantled,  the  fleet 
Wist  still  pass  the  fire  of  Moultrie  and  Bee  to  find 
iUelf  in  presence  of  a  formidable  earthwork,  sup- 
Jotted  by  continuous  batteries,  and  commanding 
*taructions  more  difficult  than  any  between  Sum- 
and  Moultrie. 

"The  real  nature  of  these  obstructions  was  not 
^apected  until  the  winter  freshets  had  broken 
**ay  and  floated  into  our  hands  a  fair  specimen 
5*  them,  which  were  certainly  far  more  formidable 
**»«n  had  been  anticipated. 

-^8o  well  do  the  rebels  keep  their  counsel  that 
best  informed  refugees,  who  had  been  con- 
stantly engaged  about  the  harbor,  appeared  to 
^flow  as  little  about  them  as  we  did. 
^  During  the  progress  of  the  engineers  towards 

Wagner  the  iron-clads  played  an  important 
^Mit,  using  their  guns  whenever  an  opportunity 
offered,  as  shown  in  the  instances  quoted.  It 
inay  be  readily  conceived  that,  all  things  being 
equal,  it  was  just  as  easy  for  the  rebels  to  have 
worked  towards  our  position  as  it  was  for  our 
troops  to  work  towards  theirs.  But  there  was  a 
serious  difference  in  the  fact  that  the  cannon  of 
the  iron-clads,  and  also  of  the  gunboats,  com- 
pletely enfiladed  the  entire  width  of  the  narrow 
island,  and  absolutely  interdicted  any  operation 
of  the  kind  on  the  part  of  the  rebels.  In  addi- 
tion, whenever  their  fire  was  bearing  severely  on 
our  own  workmen,  a  request  from  the  General 
always  drew  the  fire  of  the  vessels ;  and  I  do  not 
know  that  it  failed  to  be  effective  in  uny  instance. 

As  a  consequence  the  rebels  were  restricted  to 
Wagner,  and  were  powerless  to  hinder  the  prog- 
ress of  the  trenches  that  were  at  last  carried 
into  the  very  ditch  of  the  work,  and  decided  its 
evacuation  without  assault. 


The  day  before  the  contemplated  assault,  I  led 
in  the  iron-clads  in  force,  as  agreed  on,  and  bat- 
tered the  fort  all  day,  tearing  it  into  a  sand  heap. 

The  next  morning  it  was  to  have  been  stormed, 
but  the  enemy  had  fled :  they  foresaw  the  inevita- 
ble result 

The  vessels  thus  shared  fully  with  the  array  in 
the  operation  that  led  to  the  abandonment  of  the 
works  on  Morris  Island,  and  besides  what  is 
already  mentioned,  prevented  the  access  of  re- 
enforcements,  or  their  accumulation  between 
Wagner  and  Gregg. 

The  boats  of  the  squadron  were  also  engaged 
on  picket  duty  by  night  along  the  sea  shore  of 
Morris  Island,  and  the  little  stream  on  its  inner 
border. 

A  detachment  of  seamen  and  marines,  under 
Captain  Parker,  participated  in  the  practice  of  the 
batteries  at  Fort  Sumter,  by  working  four  navy 
rifle  cannons,  landed  for  the  purpose. 

The  duties  of  the  iron-clads  were  not  performed 
under  idle  batteries.  The  guns  of  Wagner  never 
failed  to  open  on  them,  and  fired  until  their  crews 
were  driven,  by  those  of  our  iron-clads,  to  take 
shelter  in  the  bomb-proofs.  One  of  these  can- 
non, a  ten-inch,  left  deep  dents  on  every  turret, 
that  will  not  easily  be  effaced. 

The  operations  of  the  iron-clads  against  Morris 
Island  were  appropriately  closed  by  a  severe  con- 
test with  Fort  Moultrie,  Batteries  Bee,  Beaure- 
gard, &c,  to  relieve  the  Weehawken,  which  had 
grounded  under  their  fire,  and  was  finally  got  off 
with  some  severe  injuries,  owing  to  the  falling 
tide  having  exposed  the  hull  under  the  overhang. 

There  were  other  occasions  when  severe  con- 
flicts occurred  with  the  rebel  works  on  Sullivan's 
Island. 

And  besides  the  principal  attacks  in  force,  there 
were  few  days  from  the  first  attack  on  Morris 
Island  (July  ten)  to  its  evacuation  (September 
seven)  that  some  iron-clads  or  gunboats  were  not 
engaged  in  firing  at  the  enemy's  works,  so  as  to 
facilitate  the  labor  of  our  troops  ashore,  as  will 
be  perceived  by  the  following  sample  from  the 
record : 


Date. 

OlUKCT. 

Vessels  Engaged. 

1463. 
Jaly  18 

July  22 
July  23 

July  25 
Jaly  28 
July  20 
J«ly  30 
July  31 
Aug.  1 

Aug.  2 
Aug.  4 
Aug.  6 
Aug.  8 
Aug.  11 
Aug.  13 
Aug.  H 

Wagner,  to  cover  advance  

Kebvl  batteries  on  Morris  Island .  . 

Rebel  batteries  on  Morris  Island  .  . 
Rebel  batteries  ou  Morris  Island  .  . 

Montnuk,  (flag,)  Ironsides,  Catskill,  Nnntuckct,  Weehawken, 
Patapsco ;  gunboats  Paul  Jones,  Ottawa,  Seneca,  Chippewa, 
Wissahickon. 

Nantucket,  Ottawa,  (gunboat.) 

Weehawken,  (flag,)  Ironsides,  Cntskill,  Montauk,  Putapsco,  Nan- 
tucket ;  gunboats  Paul  Jones,  Seneca,  Ottawa,  Dai-Cuing. 
Gunboats  Ottawa,  Dal-Ching,  Paul  Jones. 
Weehawken,  Catskill,  Ottawa,  (gunboat.) 
Ironsides,  Patapsco. 

Ironsides,  Catskill,  Patapsoo,  Ottawa,  (gunboat.) 
Ottawa,  (gunboat.) 

Montauk.  Patapsco,  Cat  skill,  Wcckawken,  Passaic,  Nahant,  Mar- 
blehead, (gunboat.) 
Ottawa,  Marblehead,  (gunboats.) 
Montauk,  Marblehead,  (gunboatH.) 
Marblehead,  (gunboat.) 
Ottawa,  Marblehead,  Mahaska,  (gunboats.) 
Patapsco,  Catskill. 

Gunboats  Dui-Ching,  Ottawa,  Mahaska,  Wissahickon,  Racer. 
Gunboats  Wissahickon,  Mahaska,  Ottawa,  Dai-Cbing,  Racer. 
Dan.  Smith. 
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Date. 


1863. 
Aug.  15 
Aug.  17 


Aug.  18 

Aug.  10 
Aug.  20 
Aug.  21 
Aug.  22 
Aug.  23 
Sept.  1 
Sept.  5 
Sept.  6 

Sept.  7 

Sept.  8 


Object. 


Wagner  

Rebel  batteries  on  Morris  Island,  to 
direct  fire  from  our  batteries  which 
opened  on  Sumter  

Wagner,  to  prevent  assault  .... 

Wagner  

Rebel  batteries  on  Morris  Island  .  . 

Sumter  and  Wagner  

Wagner  

Sumter  

Sumter  and  obstructions  

Between  Sumter  and  Gregg  .... 
Wagner  and  Gregg  

Batteries  on  Sullivan's  Island  .  .  . 

Batteries  on  Sullivan's  Island  .  .  . 


Vessels  Engaged. 


Mortar-boats  Racer,  Dan.  Smith. 

Weehawken,  Ironsides,  Montauk,  Nahant,  Cattkffl,  Vmk 
Patapsco  ;  gunboats  Cannndaigua,  Mahaska.  Ottawa,  0— | 
Wissahickou,  Dai-Chin^,  Lodona. 

Ironsides,  Passaic,  Weehawken ;  gunboats  Wissahkfaa,  B> 
haska,  Dai-Ching,  Ottawa,  Lodona. 

Ironsides. 

Ironsides ;  gunboats  Mahaska,  Ottawa,  Dai-Ching, 
Ironsides,  Patapsco;  gunboats  Mahaska,  Dai-Ching. 
Weehawken,  Ironsides ;  gunboat  Montauk. 
Weehawken,  Montauk,  Passaic,  Patapsco,  Nahant. 
Weehawken,  Montauk,  Passaic,  Patapsco,  Nahant,  Lefaigt 
Lehigh,  Nahant. 
Ironsides,  Weehawken,  Montauk,  Fassale,  Patapsco,  £*a\ 
Lehigh. 

Ironsides,  Patapsco,  Lehigh,  Nahant,  Montauk  Weefett* 

(ashore.) 

Ironsides,  Patapsco,  Lehigh,  Nahant,  Montauk,  Wedmtaa, 

(ashore.) 


I  shall  now  briefly  comment  on  the  various 
qualities  of  the  monitors. 
1st  Capacity  for  resistance. 
2d.  Power  of  ordnance. 
3d.  Draught  of  water. 
4th.  Speed. 
6th.  Number  of  crew. 


1st.  Endurance.  —  During  the  operatbi 
against  Morris  Island  the  nine  iron-clads  fai 
eight  thousand  projectiles,  and  received  a^t 
hundred  and  eighty- two  (8S2)  hits.  Including  tk 
service  at  Sumter  in  April  and  the  Ogeechee,  tk 
total  number  was  eleven  hundred  and  niaety- 
four,  (1194),  distributed  as  follows : 


Service  of  Iron-clads.    South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron.    Shots  fired  and  Hits  receked  % 
them  during  Operations  against  Morris  Island. 


Vessels. 


Catskill  .  . 
Montauk  .  . 
Lehigh  .  .  . 
Passaic.  .  . 
Nahant.  .  . 
Patapsco  .  . 
Weehawken 
Nantucket  . 
Ironsides  . 


Total, 


No.  of  Shots 
Fired. 


138 
301 

41 
119 
170 
178 
264 

44 


1,255 


425 
478 
28 
107 
270 
230 
633 
155 
4,439 


6,771 


s 


86 
154 
36 
90 
69 
96 
134 
53 
164 


IS* 


20 
14 


35 
36 
47 
63 
61 


256 


ECO 

o 


56 


m 
» 

Dt 
» 

m 
w 

Nt 
Ml 


By  Ironsides  

11-inch,  by  Monitors  , 

15-inch,  by  Monitors   .  < 

Total  8,026 


No.  of  shots  fired. 

.  .  .  .4,439 
.  .  .  .2,332 
....  1,255 


Weight  of  proj.  fired,  in  tost. 


Of  the  eight  monitors,  one  was  always  absent 
at  Warsaw  (Nahant  or  Nantucket)  to  blockade 
the  rebel  ram.  The  Lehigh  did  not  arrive  until 
August  thirtieth,  therefore  was  only  able  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  operations  of  the  remaining  seven 
days,  but  did  good  work. 

For  some  time  only  five  monitors  were  available 
for  general  attack,  and  then  six,  which  was  the 
greatest  number  disposable  at  any  one  time. 

The  consequences  of  the  protracted  firing  and 
hard  usage  to  which  the  monitors  were  exposed 
during  these  two  months  of  incessant  service, 


were  unavoidably  very  considerable  in  the  aggre- 
gate ;  and  the  greater,  also,  that  all  repair  which 
could  possibly  be  dispensed  with  was  postponed 
to  the  conclusion.  It  was  therefore  necessarily 
extensive  when  entered  upon.  The  battering  re- 
ceived was  without  precedent.  The  Montauk  bad 
been  struck  two  hundred  and  fourteen  f  214)  times; 
the  Weehawken  one  hundred  and  eightY-serea 
(187)  times,  and  almost  entirely  by  ten-inch  shot 
What  vessels  have  ever  been  subjected  to  such  t 
test? 

It  is  not  surprising  that  they  should  need  con- 
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repair  after  sustaining  such  severe  pound- 
•  long  a  time,  but  only  that  they  could  be 
it  all  to  serviceable  condition.  The  force 
Q-inch  shot  must  be  experienced  to  be 
wL  Any  one  in  contact  with  the  part 
rret  struck  falls  senseless,  and  I  have 
'ly  shaken  off  my  feet  in  the  pilot-house 
aging  Moultrie. 

e  little  defects  of  detail  were  marked 
a  searching  process.  Decks  were  cut 
cannon  were  worn  out;  side  armor- 
tops  of  pilot-houses  crushed,  &c.  But 
were  reparable,  and  no  vital  principle  was 
touched 

uch  workshops  and  means  as  a  northern 
d  includes,  the  repair  of  all  monitors 
.ve  been  speedily  executed;  but  when 
jr,  tools,  labor,  and  material  have  all  to 
ed,  as  they  were  here,  from  a  great  dis- 
re  was  of  necessity  considerable  delay ; 
jover,  it  was  not  admissible  to  withdraw 
tion  of  the  monitors  at  a  time  from  the 

ditions  that  were  deemed  advisable  for 
ning  the  pilot-houses  and  turrets  were 
>n  at  this  time,  and  the  bottoms  cleaned, 
tad  now  become  so  foul  with  oysters  and 
;  the  speed  was  reduced  to  three,  or  three 
f  knots,  and,  with  the  strong  tide  of  this 
dded  considerably  to  the  difficulties  of 
he  vessels  properly  under  fire. 
5  night  I  was  caught  by  heavy  weather 
south-east  while  close  up  to  Sumter, 
id  gone  to  attack  it,  and  it  was  well  that 
ess  of  the  night  prevented  the  slowness 
tion  from  being  perceived  while  extricat- 
onitors  from  their  position. 
yf  Ordnance. — Each  turret  contains  two 
.  from  the  peculiar  facility  which  it  has 
I  direction  to  the  heaviest  ordnance,  no 
ses  the  desire  to  make  these  of  the  heavi- 
iption.  How  far  other  considerations 
>ntrol  the  character  of  the  ordnance,  is 
y  an  unsettled  question. 
ie  an  armored  snip  it  may  be  best  to  use 
table  of  the  greatest  power ;  but  whether 
be  derived  from  a  projectile  of  great 
riven  by  low  velocity,  or  of  less  weight, 
velocity ;  whether  it  shall  be  a  fifteen- 
fired  with  thirty-five  or  forty  pounds,  or 
t-inch,  fired  with  fifty  pounds  of  powder, 
e  material;  the  weight  of  the  gun  for 
irpose  will  not  vary  to  any  important 
But  in  operations  against  earthworks, 
iterial  cannot  be  damaged  permanently, 
disturbed,  and  which  are  only  to  be  dealt 
teeping  down  their  fire,  a  much  lighter 
would  be  preferable,  in  order  that  the 
nay  be  as  rapid  as  possible.  Hence  a 
ixteen  thousand  pounds  for  ten-inch  or 
jb  shot  and  shell. 

a  number  of  monitors  are  brought  to- 
would  be  better,  also,  to  have  guns  of 
in  each  turret,  and  bring  into  action 
r  might  be  preferable.  Each  of  the  mon- 
Lhig  squadron  had  a  fifteen-inch  and  a 


smaller  gun,  (eleven-inch  or  eight-inch  rifle,)  and 
hence  the  rapidity  of  fire,  which  was  most  desira- 
ble, was  not  attained.  That  this  was  due  to  the 
calibre  of  the  gun,  and  not  to  its  being  located  in 
a  turret,  may  be  shown  by  one  notable  instance. 

November  ninth,  1863,  the  Montauk,  Captain 
Davis,  was  engaged  in  battering  Sumter.  In  so 
doing,  the  eleven-inch  gun  fired  twenty-five  shells 
successively  in  one  hour,  of  which  twenty-one  hit 
the  wall  of  the  fort  aimed  at  —  distance  sixteen 
hundred  yards.  This  is  at  the  rate  of  one  shell 
in  2.4  minutes,  which  is  not  only  rapid  but  also 
exceedingly  accurate  practice.  There  is  no  rea- 
son why  another  eleven-inch,  if  placed  in  the  ad- 
joining carriage,  (instead  of  the  fifteen-inch,)  could 
not  have  been  fired  in  the  same  time,  at  which  rate 
that  monitor  would  have  delivered  an  eleven-inch 
shell  every  1.2  minute. 

The  rates  of  fire  reported  for  the  Ironsides,  by 
Captain  Rowan,  are, 


Time. 

H.  M. 

Most  rapid,  0  50 
Continuous,  2  55 
Assumed,  1  00 
Montauk,       1  00 


No.  fired.  Time  for  each  fire. 

M. 

25  1.74 
490  2.86 
360  1.33 

25  2.40 


It  will  be  perceived  that  for  a  short  space  of 
time  the  frigate  delivered  a  shell  from  each  gun 
in  1.74  minute,  for  three  hours  in  2.86  minutes, 
and  it  is  believed  that  a  fire  could  be  sustained  at 
the  rate  of  1.33  minute.  The  last  rate  is  there- 
fore possible,  but  I  am  sure  it  would  be  difficult 
to  sustain  it  long  with  much  regard  to  good  aim 
and  considerable  distances ;  and  I  believe,  on  the 
whole,  that  for  every  practical  purpose  there  would 
be  all  desirable  rapidity  of  fire  from  the  eleven- 
inch  in  turret  Thus  it  is  to  be  presumed  that 
there  will  be  equality  of  ordnance  power  in  the 
same  number  of  eleven-inch  guns  as  to  rapidity 
of  fire,  whether  in  a  turret  or  broadside. 

Draught  of  Water.  —  The  monitors  of  the  Pas- 
saic class  draw  about  eleven  and  a  half  (ll£) 
feet  of  water  when  properly  trimmed.  On  this 
coast  ten  and  eleven  feet  is  the  most  convenient 
draught  of  water  for  penetrating  all  the  principal 
sounds  and  rivers,  and  navigating  them  to  any 
extent  A  greater  draught  restricts  a  vessel  in 
movement,  and  in  many  instances  excludes  her 
from  several  ports,  except  under  very  favorable 
circumstances. 

Speed.  —  The  speed  of  the  monitors  is  not  great, 
(seven  knots,)  but  it  is  quite  respectable  with  a 
clean  bottom,  and  is  fully  equal  to  that  of  the 
Ironsides.  Their  steerage  is  peculiar,  but  when 
understood  and  rightfully  managed,  not  difficult 
of  control  They  pivot  with  celerity  and  in  less 
space  than  almost  any  other  class  of  vessel. 

Number  of  Men. — The  number  of  men  required 
to  work  them  and  the  guns  is  only  eighty,  which 
is  very  moderate. 

In  common  with  all  iron-clads,  the  scope  of 
vision  is  much  restricted,  for  the  plain  reason  that 
in  such  vessels  apertures  of  any  size  must  be  avoid- 
ed. There  are  some  other  defects,  but  they  are 
not  inherent,  and  it  to  believed  are  susceptible  of 
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being  remedied  wholly  or  in  part.  So  much  for 
the  monitors. 

The  Ironsides  is  a  fine,  powerful  ship.  Her 
armor  has  stood  heavy  battering  very  well,  and 
her  broadside  of  seven  eleven-inch  guns  and  one 
eight-inch  rifle  has  always  told  with  signal  effect 
when  opened  on  the  enemy.  Draught  of  water 
about  fifteen  and  one-half  to  sixteen  feet.  Speed 
six  to  seven  knots,  and  crew  about  four  hundred 
and  forty  men. 

The  defects  of  the  vessel  are  the  unplated  ends, 
which  are  consequently  easily  damaged  by  a  rak- 
ing fire,  and  involve  the  rudder  and  screw  more 
or  less,  while  she  can  return  no  fire  in  either  direc- 
tion. This  was  Darticularly  and  frequently  incon- 
venient in  attacking  the  works  on  Morris  Island, 
for  at  certain  stages  of  the  tide  vessels  tail  nearly 
across  the  channel,  and  present  bow  and  stern  to 
the  beach  of  Morris  Island,  so  that  sometimes  it 
was  necessary  to  delay  placing  the  vessel  in  posi- 
tion, and  at  others  she  would  swing  around  very 
awkwardly  when  engaged. 

The  monitors,  on  the  other  hand,  were  almost 
equally  well  defended  on  all  sides,  and  could  fire 
in  any  direction.  The  Ironsides  was  also  open  to 
descending  shot,  and  her  scope  of  fire  too  much 
restricted  by  badly  placed  ports. 

The  desire  for  comparison  which  rages  just  now 
can  easily  be  satisfied  by  bringing  the  above  data 
in  juxtaposition. 

Just  as  they  are,  the  Ironsides  is  capable  of  a 
more  rapid  and  concentrated  fire,  which,  under 
the  circumstances,  made  her  guns  more  effective 
than  the  fifteen-inch  of  the  monitors.  On  the 
other  hand,  she  was  restricted  by  draught  to  the 
mid-channel,  was  very  vulnerable  to  a  raking  fire, 
and  the  direction  of  her  own  guns  was  very  lim- 
ited laterally. 

The  monitors  could  operate  in  most  of  the  chan- 
nels,—  could  direct  their  fire  around  the  whole 
circle,  —  and  were  almost  equally  well  defended  on 
all  sides. 

The  defects  in  both  classes  of  vessels  are  sus- 
ceptible of  being  remedied  partially  or  entirely. 
The  defence  of  the  Ironsides  could  be  made  com- 
plete, and  that  of  the  monitors  equally  to.  The 
armament  of  the  monitors  could  be  perfected  so 
as  to  give  all  desirable  rapidity  of  fire,  but  by  no 
contrivance  could  the  Ironsides  be  enabled  to  use 
much  heavier  guns  than  those  mounted.  Yet 
when  such  changes  were  made  as  experience  has 
suggested,  there  still  would  remain  to  the  moni- 
tors the  lighter  draught,  choice  of  guns  from  the 
heaviest  to  the  lightest,  defensibility,  and  direc- 
tion of  fire  around  the  whole  circle ;  consequently 
the  ability  to  carry  a  heavy  battery  into  the  least 
depth  of  water,  with  equal  power  of  offence  and  de- 
fence in  any  direction,  and  that  with  half  the  num- 
ber of  guns  carried  in  broadside  by  another  vessel. 

The  comparison  now  made  is  to  be  understood 
as  having  relation  to  existing  circumstances,  and 
not  at  all  intended  as  conclusive  in  regard  to  the 
general  merits  of  iron-clads. 

It  is  in  this  sense  that  the  action  of  the  navy 
department  is  to  be  considered  with  reference  to 
the  selection  of  one  class  of  vessels  over  another. 
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It  is  evident  that  it  was  not  designed  to  sin) 
any  one  style  exclusively,  for  of  the  three  jmi£ 
first  ordered,  two  were  of  the  ordinary  bmUk 
class  —  the  Ironsides  and  the  Galena.  The  aft 
was  quickly  proved  to  be  absolutely  inafoaV 
and  so  must  any  armored  steamer  of  tint  m 
It  is  universally  admitted  that  plates  of  lestte . 
four  and  a  half  (4£)  inches  cannot  stand  the  ibi 
of  heavy  projectiles,  and  vessels  so  armored  Mt 
be  of  considerable  tonnage. 

I  presume  the  department  only  intendea  li 
build  such  vessels  as  were  best  adapted  tob 
service  at  the  scene  of  war. 

Keeping  in  view  the  peculiar  exigencies  of 
case,  which  required  light  draught  and  gnft 
ordnance  power,  it  appears  that  the  serai 
of  the  department  could  not  have  been  nm 
judicious  in  preferring  a  number  of  monitor*  * 
operate  from  a  heavy  frigate  as  a  base ;  and  if  to 
intent  of  the  department  could  have  been  ami 
out  in  regard  to  numbers,  we  should  now  tat 
been  in  entire  possession  of  the  coast  from  tfci 
capes  of  Virginia  to  New  Orleans,  including  Wi» 
mington,  Charleston,  Mobile,  &c 

Many  defects  of  both  classes  are  easily  rtme&> 
ble,  but  some  of  those  in  the  monitors  could  only jbs 
determined  by  the  test  of  battle  ;  before  that,  ap- 
proximation only  was  possible. 

What  other  style  of  vessel  could  the  deparuneat 
have  chosen  ?  Certainly  none  that  has  beenbmft 
by  English  or  French  naval  authorities.  Tbt 
Warrior  and  her  class  are  exceedingly  powerfid, 
but  could  not  get  within  gunshot  here.4 

On  the  other  hand,  there  is  very  little  naviga- 
ble water  on  this  coast  which  is  not  accessible  to 
the  monitors.  They  command  supremely  all  that 
is  near  the  shore,  and  cannot  themselves  be  reached 
by  vessels  of  heavier  draught.  So  that  when  there 
was  some  reason  to  apprehend  the  appearance  of 
certain  rams  in  this  quarter,  I  assured  the  depart- 
ment that  the  iron-clads  could  maintain  position 
so  long  as  coal  and  provisions  lasted. 

It  may  appear  that  I  speak  too  positively  oa 
the  subject,  but  some  experience  with  them  cer- 
tainly gives  a  right  to  do  so.  With  a  single  ex- 
ception I  have  been  on  board  a  monitor  in  all  the 
principal  actions,  and  the  recurrence  of  caaualtiei 
to  the  fleet  captains  f  near  me  shows  that  I  was  is 
a  situation  to  judge.  I  was  once  in  the  Ironwdet 
in  an  attack  on  Moultrie  and  Sumter.  I  hate 
also  watched  the  behavior  of  the  monitors  at 
anchor  through  all  the  phases  of  winter  weather 
in  this  exposed  situation. 

The  completeness  with  which  four  little 
tors,  supported  by  an  iron-dad  frigate,  have 
this  port,  is  well  worth  noting. 

Very  soon  after  entering  the  roads  I  advanced 
one  monitor  well  up  towards  the  inner  deboucaei 


*  According  to  Rear-Admiral  Paris,  the  French  Gloria 
draws  28  feet;  the  British  Warrior,  20  feet:  the  BUek 
Prince,  23}  feet;  even  those  of  inferior  data,  Defence  and 
Resistance,  draw  24  feet.  Not  one  of  these  Teasels  could 
cross  the  Charleston  bar,  and  would  be  jperfeetlr  hnpoteat 
to  render  the  least  service  in  any  of  tfie  operations  now 
being  carried  on. 

t  Captain  George  W.  Rodgers  waa  next  ahead  when 
killed  off  Wagner,  and  his  successor,  Captain  Badger,  had 
his  leg  broken  by  an  iron  splinter  in  the  attack  on  Burner. 
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M  northern  channels,  supported  by  another. 
]be  night  of  the  nineteenth  of  July  an  English 
ner  attempted  to  run  in,  and  haying  eluded 

Eursuit  of  the  outside  blockade,  no  doubt 
in  the  belief  that  all  danger  was  past, 
jallant  Captain  Rodgers  was  in  advance 
night  with  the  Catskill,  and  a  shell  sent  aud- 
f  by  him  ahead  of  the  culprit  steamer  signi- 
no  escape.  In  despair  or  alarm  the  latter 
nded  on  a  shoal,  and  her  wreck  has  since 
ad  as  a  warning  to  like  evil-doers.  Two  or 
B  steamers  that  were  in  managed  to  get  out 
ediately  after,  and  one  or  two  may  have  got- 
a,  for  the  crews  of  the  monitors  were  often 
fatigued  then  with  a  day's  battle  to  keep 
h  at  night ;  but  there  ended  the  business  as 
,  and  for  several  months  not  a  vessel  has 
ed  in  or  out. 

lese  four  monitors,  who  thus  keep  watch  and 
\9  muster  eight  (8)  guns  and  three  hundred 
twenty  (320)  men,  which  is  almost  insignifi- 
in  contrast  with  the  work  done, 
lave  thus  put  on  paper  the  general  impres- 

now  uppermost,  but  very  hastily  and  under 
;  pressure  of  business,  which  will,  I  hope, 
le  such  imperfections  as  may  have  inadvert- 

occurred. 

ith  more  leisure  I  could  do  full  justice  to  this 
sating  subject. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  Jno.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral,  commanding  8.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Sec.  of  Nary,  Washington,  D.  C. 

ADDITIONAL  REPORT. 

Flag-steamer  Philadelphia,  ) 
Off  Morkis  Island,  May  17, 180*.  \ 

Sir  :  I  find  that  several  omissions  have  oc- 
curred in  my  report  to  you  on  the  iron-clads ; 
they  are  handed  to  me  just  as  the  mail  closes,  and 
I  have  time  only  to  request  that  they  may  be  in- 
serted in  the  report  of  January  twenty-eighth, 
among  the  lists  of  actions  then  given,  and  also 

Eublisned  in  the  Army  and  Navy  Journal,  which 
as  published  that  report. 
As  my  object  was  to  show  what  the  navy  had 
done  in  this  quarter,  I  am  very  glad  to  be  able  to  „ 
extend  the  list  The  loss  of  three  fleet  captains 
in  succession  —  Captain  Rodgers,  killed  in  the 
Catskill,  Captain  Badger,  wounded  in  an  action 
with  Moultrie,  and  Lieutenant  Preston,  taken 
prisoner  in  the  assault  on  Sumter  —  necessarily 
deranged  all  the  business  of  my  command  very 
much.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant,     John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear- Admiral,  commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary. 


tional  List  of  Actions  in  which  the  Iron-clads  were  engaged  with  the  Rebel  Batteries  in 
Charleston  Harbor  while  reducing  Morris  Island. 


O 

W 

H 

O 

5 

w 
* 

KCT. 

IB. 

< 

|  Rounds 

DlSTJ 

Obj 

Remarks. 

tt. 

Yards. 

8  .  . 
0  .  . 

New  Ironsides. 

805 
168 

4 

13 

1,400 
1,300 

Fort  Wagner. 

lt». 

««  i< 

00 

4 

Ship  was  under  way;  distance  varied 

from  1,100  to  1,300  yards. 
Hits  from  Gregg  ana  Moaltre;  ship  at 

1  .  .  ' 

(<  u 

41 

7 

1,000 

Fort  Gregg. . 

«  u 

anchor. 

i  .  . 

0 

1,500 

Fort  Sumter. 

i  .  . 

M  M 

488 

1,300 

Fort  Wagner. 

1  .  . 

««  (4 

32 

' '  V 

1,800 

Fort  Qregg. . 

Hit  from  Gregg. 

July  twenty-ninth  the  Passaic  engaged  Wag- 
md  on  August  thirty-first  Moultrie.  On 
mber  eighth  the  Passaic,  (in  a  disabled  con- 
i,)  Patapsco,  Weehawken,  and  Nahant  en- 
l  Moultrie. 

have  the  honor  to  be, 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Bear- Admiral,  commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


REPORT  OF  COMMODORE  8.  C  ROWAN. 

United  States  8teamer  New  Ironsides,  ) 
Off  Mobri8  Island,  May  13,  1884.  j 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  twelfth 
instant,  I  enclose  herewith  a  tabular  statement  of 
various  actions  of  this  ship  with  the  rebel  fortifi- 
cations of  Charleston  harbor,  and 

Have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  Rowan, 
Commodore,  commanding. 
Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 
Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Flag-Steamer  Philad. 
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Statement  of  Firing  by  the  United  States  Steamer  New  Ironsides  during  her 
ments  with  the  Rebel  Fortifications  in  Charleston  Harbor. 


Date. 


1863. 

July  18 
"  20 
"  24 
««  29 
«  29 
"  20 
«  30 
«  30 

Aug.  17 

u  17 
»i  17 

««  18 

<«  iQ 

«i  20 

««  20 

(i  21 

«'  22 

m  23 

Sept.  2* 


2 
5 
5 
6 
6 

V 


Rounds 
Firisd. 


806 
168 
464 
183 
25 

2 
329 

1 

400 

30 
2 
118 

60 
158 
2 

70 
115 

90 

41 

9 

488 
32 

184 
38 

152 


Hits  by 
Enemy. 


4 

13 
5 


2 
31 


24 
70 


Dis- 
tance. 


Yards. 
1,400 
1,300 
1,200 
1,200 
2,500 
1,900 
1,800 
2,250 
900 

1,700 
2,700 

MOO* 
1,150 
3,400 
130 


1,000 

1,500 
1,300 
1,800 
1,300 
1,300 
1,200 
1,200 


Object. 


Fort  Wagner . 


Fort  Sumter  . 
"  Gregg .  . 

"  Sumter  . 
"  Wagner . 

Fort  Gregg.  . 
"  Sumter  . 
"  Warner . 

i«  tt 

Rebel  Steamer 
Fort  Wagner . 

"  Gregg .  . 

"  Sumter  . 

"  Wagner . 

««  Gregg.  . 

"  Wagner . 

Fort  Moultrie 


Remaeko. 


At  anchor.  * 

It  u 

.i  t 

tt         («  j- 

60-pounder  rifle  on  ipar  deck. 
At  ancbor. 

50-pounder  rifle  on  spar  deck. 
Mont  of  the  hits  were  from  10-inch  gnu  bWqS! 
and  Gregg.  At  anchor. 

50-pounder  rifle  on  spar  deck. 
Under  way ;  distance  varied  from  1,200  to  UN  jfc 

At  anchor. 
u      ti  , 

50-pounder  rifle  on  spar  deck. 
At  anchor;  hit  from  Sumter;  11-roch  ibot,  a_ 
Under  way;  distance  varied  from  1,108  to  IJMjfc 

CC  iC  CC  Ct  CC  U       (I      «  I 

The  hits  were  from  Gregg  and  Moultrie;  fljpl 
anchor. 

At  anchor. 

Hit  from  Gregg. 
Firing  to  meridian. 

At  anchor;  firing  from  meridian  to  t  

(  These  hits  were  from  Sullivan's  Island  btttfc; 
|    at  anchor. 


*  Night  attack. 


f  Night  attack  on  Moultrie. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  C.  Rowix, 
Commodore, 


REPORT  OF  LIEUT.-COMMANDER  E.  SIMPSON. 

UKITED  STATE8  IRON-CLAD  PASSAIC,  ) 

Off  Morris  Island,  S.  C,  April  21, 1864.  \ 

Sir  :  In  the  Army  and  Navy  Journal,  of  the 
sixteenth  instant,  there  is  published  a  review  of 
the  service  of  the  "  monitors,"  by  Rear-Admiral 
J.  A.  Dahlgren.  As  this  review  does  not  give 
this  vessel  credit  for  the  service  performed  by  her, 
I  respectfully  ask  your  attention  to  the  subject,  in 
order  that  the  statement  may  be  corrected  at  the 
Navy  Department. 

On  the  twenty-ninth  of  July,  1863,  this  vessel 
went  into  action  with  Fort  Wagner,  followed  by 
the  Patapsco;  the  New  Ironsides  joined  in  the 
action  also.  The  presence  of  the  Passaic  in  this 
action  is  not  mentioned  in  the  review. 

On  the  thirty-first  of  August,  1863,  the  most 
serious  engagement  for  iron-clads  that  had  taken 
place  to  that  date  occurred  between  Fort  Moultrie 
on  one  side,  and  the  monitors  Patapsco,  Wee- 
hawken,  Passaic,  and  Nahant,  on  the  other,  the 
detachment  being  under  command  of  Commander 
T.  H.  Stevens,  commanding  the  Passaic. 

The  conflicts  with  Fort  Wagner  and  Battery 
Gregg,  on  Morris  Island,  each  using  two  guns  on 
the  water  face,  were  but  trifling  actions  for  iron- 
clads; but  every  collision  with  the  batteries  on 
Sullivan's  Island  that  has  taken  place  by  daylight 
has  been  formidable.  This  action  of  the  thirty- 
first  of  August,  1863,  was  of  such  a  character. 

During  the  action  the  Passaic  grounded  about 


half  a  mile  from  Fort  Moultrie,  and  was  serenh 
hammered  by  the  fort  before  she  floated  off.  This 
engagement  is  not  mentioned  in  the  review. 

On  the  eighth  of  September,  1663,  the  no* 
remarkable  action  between  iron-clads  and  mi 
batteries  was  fought  under  command  of  Coo* 
modore  S.'  C.  Rowan,  between  the  batteries  si 
Sullivan's  Island,  on  one  side,  and  the  bo* 
sides,  Patapsco,  Lehigh,  Passaic,  Montana,  Na- 
hant, and  Weehawken,  (aground,)  on  the  other. 
This  action,  lasting  for  three  hours,  tenninited  in 
silencing  the  fire  of  the  batteries  on  the  island. 

During  this  action  the  Passaic  was  at  the  heei 
of  the  line,  having  received  an  order  from  the 
Commodore,  as  she  was  going  into  action,  to  go 
well  up  and  engage  Battery  Bee.  In  this  action 
the  Passaic  was  hit  in  fifty-one  new  places,  wbks 
were  easily  counted  after  the  action,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  that  she  was  actually  struck  oftener  this 
I  have  reported.  Strange  as  it  may  seem,  the 
presence  of  the  Passaic  in  this  action  is  not  men- 
tioned in  the  review. 

I  feel  especially  concerned  about  the  omisnea 
in  reference  to  this  vessel,  on  the  eighth  of  Sep- 
tember, in  consequence  of  the  great  efforts  that 
were  made  on  board  to  keep  her  in  an  effective 
condition. 

This  was  very  difficult  to  do  in  consequence  of 
her  turret  having  been  jammed  on  the  night  of 
sixth  of  September,  which  had  caused  the  spindle 
and  pilot-house  to  take  up  motion  with  the  turret, 
thus  disabling  the  steering  gear.   Ingenious  ex- 
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adopted,  (of  all  of  which  Rear-Admi- 
i  has  reports,)  and  the  vessel  was 
asfiilly  into  action,  notwithstanding 
condition. 

tese  efforts  to  keep  the  vessel  availa- 
r  having  endured  the  battering  of 
es  on  Sullivan's  Island  for  three 
aost  disheartening  to  find  that  the 
he  vessel  in  the  action  is  not  men- 
review  ;  and  I  respectfully  request, 
my  own  reputation,  as  well  as  that 
?r  and  man  on  board  of  this  vessel, 
have  this  report  corrected, 
hat  the  service  of  this  vessel  has  been 


underrated.  It  is  patent  to  all  the  commanders 
of  iron-clads  in  the  fleet  that  the  Passaic  is  more 
battered  than  any  of  them,  in  many  cases  show- 
ing three  shot-marks  to  one ;  and  I  ask  that  justice 
may  be  done  her  by  correcting  at  the  Navy  De- 
partment the  errors  that  I  have  pointed  out  in  the 
review  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren. 

For  further  information  I  enclose  a  copy  of 
statements  of  firing  made  to  Rear-Admiral  Dahl- 
gren during  the  past  nine  months. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

£.  Simpson, 

Lieutenant-Commander,  commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


)f  Firing*  by  United  States  Iron-clad  Passaic,  Lieutenant-Commander  E.  Simpson, 


Hits  by 

En  KMT. 

Dis- 
tance. 

Object. 

Yards. 

None  .  . 
None  .  . 

1,200 
1,200 

Fort  Wagner  .... 
Battery  Gregg ...» 

None  •  • 
Thirteen 

1,200 
1,200 

Black   Steamer  and 
Battery  Gregg .  .  . 
Fort  Wagner  and  Fort 

Five  .  . 

1,000 

Fort  Wagner  .... 

Five  .  . 

750 

Fort  Sumter  .... 

Nine  .  . 

875 

FortMoultro  .... 

Seven.  . 

1,200 
to  000 

|  Fort  Sumter  .  .  J 

None  .  . 

1,100 

Covered  way  between 
Wagner  and  Gregg 
Obstructions  .... 

Fifty -one 

750 

Battery  Bee,  on  Sulli- 
van's Island .... 

Three.  . 

1,500 

Fort  Moultrie .  .  .  . 

None  .  . 

1,750 

Moultrie  House  .  .  . 

None  .  . 

2,356 

Blockade  runner .  .  . 

None  .  • 

2,356 

Blockade  runner  •  .  • 

Rounds  Fired. 


,  12  shells;  15-inch,  i 
;  150-poundcr,  9  shells ; 
ounder,  1  shot  .... 
150-poundcr,  1  shell .  . 
,  2  {shells;  150-pound- 

shells  

,  30  shells;  150-poUhd- 


,  18  shells  

,  9  shells;  150-pound 
shell  and  9  shot .... 
.  1  shell;  150-po  under, 
lis  


,  20  shells;  150-pound- 
shells  and  6  chilled  shot 

^6  shells;  150-po  under. 


1  shell;  150-poundcr, 


,19  shells;  150-pounder, 


,  3  shells ;  150-pounder, 
ells  

nder,  3  shells .  •  .  . 

,3  shells;  150-pounder, 
bDjb  

r,  35  shells  .  •  • 


Remarks. 


Carried  away  cap  square  bolt  of  rifle. 
Returning  fire  or  Battery  Gregg 
while  on  picket  duty. 

While  on  picket  duty. 

Engaged  Wagner  in  forenoon,  then 
engaged  Sumter,  and  after  dinner 
engaged  Wagner  again. 

Several  bad  hits,  deck  leading  over 
bread  room. 

Shot  from  Sumter  drove  in  a  bolt 
of  ring  around  wave  of  turret. 

Three  snots  through ;  one  of  them 
over  coal -bunkers,  20  inches  by 
9;  the  other  two  causing  bad 
leaks  on  berth  deck.  Another 
bolt  driven  in  from  ring  around 
wave  of  turret. 

No  bad  hits,  but  side  armor  sprung 
apart  flinches  at  the  stern,  caused 
by  fouling  a  monitor. 

No  reply  from  the  enemy. 

This  tiring  was  done  on  picket  to 

S re vent  reinforcements  coming 
)  Wagner.  In  revolving  turret 
the  spindle  and  pilot-house  torn 
up.  Motion  with  the  turret;  tur- 
ret, spindle,  pilot-house,  revolv- 
ing together. 

Three  new  holes  through  the  deck, 
and  side  armor  badly  injured  in 
several  places.  Eleven  hits  on 
ring  around  base  of  turret;  one 
of  them  at  the  base  caused  so 
much  friction  on  deck  plate  as  to 
require  34  pounds  of  steam  to  re- 
volve the  turret.  Twenty-nine 
new  hits  on  turret. 

Covering  the  Nahant  and  Mon 
tauk,  towing  off  the  Lehigh  that 
was  aground. 

Trying  to  ignite  Moultrie  House. 


Blockade  runner  aground  off  Fort 

Moultrie. 
Trying  to  destroy  Blockade  runner 

off  Fort  Moultrie. 


*  Distance  from  Wagner  900  yards,  from  Sumter  2,000  yards. 
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Doc.  9. 

THE  WOMEN  OF  THE  WAR. 

B.  P.  TAYLOR'S  LETTER. 
Army  op  the  Cumberland,  October  22, 1883. 

Before  this  letter  reaches  you,  the  splendid 
project  of  the  women  of  the  North-west  will  be  blos- 
soming in  full  beauty.  They  will  have  thronged  to 
the  city  of  the  Great  Lakes  "  like  doves  to  their  win- 
dows/' their  hearts  and  offerings  in  their  hands ; 
and  art,  eloquence,  and  song,  die  grand  pageant,  the 
classic  tableau,  the  exquisite  device,  the  glowing 
thought,  will  have  been  hallowed  to  the  sweet  uses 
of  mercy.  The  lips  of  the  marble  images  at  Mecca 
were  worn  away,  they  say,  by  the  kisses  of  the 
pilgrims,  but  how  must  the  delicate  touch  of  true 
ana  loviug  women  smooth  and  beautify  the  iron 
fate  of  our  glorious  boys  in  blue ! 

Close  beside  the  scene  that  brightens  your  city 
like  a  carnival,  garlanded  with  flowers  and  glad 
with  sunshine,  I  sec  a  shadow  strange  and  sad. 
I  am  not  sure  that  the  laughing  girls,  who  make  a 
Sharon  of  the  Soldiers'  Fair,  discern  how  heavy  the 
borders  of  that  night  whence  comes  the  dawn  they 
smile  in.  I  am  not  sure  I  can  do  better  than  to 
give  an  unstudied  story  of  the  unseen  side  of  that 
golden  shield  of  theirs  —  no  silver  side,  alas !  but 
dark,  dull  iron.  The  Ohio,  at  Louisville,  behind 
you,  southward  across  Kentucky  and  Tennessee, 
you  look  upon  a  region  in  the  rear  of  the  army  of 
the  Cumberland,  a  breadth  of  three  hundred  and 
eight  miles  to  the  spurs  of  the  mountains.  That 
area,  once  so  lovely,  is  dappled  with  those  shadows 
strange  and  sad  —  the  hospitals  of  the  Federal 
army.  At  Chattanooga,  at  Bridgeport,  at  Steven- 
son, at  Cowan,  at  Decherd,  at  Murfreesboro^  at 
Nashville,  strown  all  along  the  way,  are  flocks  of 
tents  sacred  to  mercy  ana  the  soldiers'  sake.  I 
wish  I  could  bring  you  near  enough  to  see  them, 
that  I  could  lift  aside  a  fold  in  ward  A  here,  or 
ward  B  there ;  that  you  may  see  the  pale  rows,  each 
man  upon  his  little  couch,  the  white  sheet  setting 
close  to  the  poor,  thin  limbs  like  the  drapery  of 
the  grave.  It  would  wonderfully  magnify,  I  think, 
the  work  you  are  doing,  my  sisters. 

I  would  not  take  you  to  the  surgeon's  quarters 
when  the  battle  is  beginning ;  when  he  lays  off 
the  green  sash  and  the  tinselled  coat,  and  rolls  up 
his  sleeves,  and  spreads  wide  his  cases  filled  with 
glittering  silver,  and  makes  ready  for  work.  They 
begin  to  come  in,  slowly  at  first  —  one  man  nurs- 
ing a  shattered  arm,  another  borne  by  his  com- 
rades, three  in  an  ambulance,  one  on  a  stretcher ; 
then  faster  and  faster,  lying  here,  lying  there, 
waiting  each  his  terrible  turn. 

The  silver  steel  grows  cloudy  and  lurid ;  true, 
right  arms  are  lopped  like  slips  of  golden  willow ; 
feet  that  never  turned  from  the  foe,  forever  more 
without  an  owner,  strew  the  ground.  The  knives 
are  busy,  the  saws  play ;  it's  bloody  work.  Ah, 
the  surgeon,  with  heart  and  head,  with  hand  and 
eye,  fit  for  such  a  place,  is  a  prince  among  them ! 
Uool  and  calm,  quick  and  tender,  he  feels  among 
the  arteries  ana  fingers  the  tendons  as  if  they 
were  harp-strings.   But  the  cloud  thunders  and 


S>~'. 


S=s  - 
ii»: 
S3- 

r  '-  '- 


the  spiteful  rain  patten  louder  end  fierce^ nit 
poor  fellows  come  creeping  in  broken  wHah 
corn  beaten  down  with  the  flail*  of  the  em 
"  My  God,"  cried  a  surgeon,  as,  looking  ip  a*, 
stant  from  his  work  he  taw  the  imttflstriank 
borne  in;  "my  God  I  are  all  my  boys  cot  M1 
And  yet  it  thundered  and  rained.  Apoorawi 
writhes,  and  a  smothered  moan  esensi  lb 
"  Be  patient,  Jack,"  says  the  surgeon,  ctteiii 
"  I'll  make  you  all  right  in  a  minute."  Aaiwtf 
a  meaning  there  was  in  that M  all  right!"  few) 
a  right  arm  to  come  off  at  the  elbow,  sad 11 W 
slipped  off  a  ring  that  clasped  one  of  asp* 
useless  fingers  that  were  to  blend  with  tie  sat 
of  Alabama,  and  put  it  in  his  pocket!  Hewi 
making  ready  for  the  "all  right"  Doe^is- 
bama  "  mean  "here  we  rest*?  If  so,  fast  si 
yet  how  glorious  have  our  boyi  made  it, 

"  Who  sink  to  rest, 
With  til  their  country's  wishes  blest!' 

Another  sits  up  while  the  surgeon  fbOofifc 
bullet  that  had  buried  itself  in  his  sides  fchwJ  1 
work  of  an  instant;  no  solemn  council  hen; »  1 
lingering  pause;  the  surgeon  is  bathed  in  peV 
blood  to  the  elbows,  and  the  work  goes  ea.  at ' 
eye  lies  on  a  ghastly  cheek,  and  silently  ths  of- 
ferer bides  his  time.  "  Well,  Charley* sip tk 
doctor,  (he  is  dressing  a  wound  as  he  uJbJ 
"what's  the  matter?"  "O,  not  much  " 
only  a  hand  off."  Not  unlike  was  the  answer  safe 
to  me  by  a  poor  fellow  at  Bridgeport,  i 
as  a  tree  is  by  lightning :  M  How  are  you  p«?' 
said  I.  " Bully!"  was  the  reply.  You 
have  heard  that  word  as  he  spoke  it;  vulgar  si  it 
used  to  seem,  it  grew  manly  and  noble,  sad  I 
never  shall  hear  it  again  without  a  thought  of 
the  boy  on  the  dusty  slope  of  the  Tennessee;  At 
boy — must  I  say  it  ?  —  that  sleeps  the  solaWi 
sleep  within  a  hundred  rods  of  the  spot  ween  I 
found  him.  And  so  it  is  everywhere;  not  • 
whimper,  not  a  plaint  Only  once  did  I  hm 
either.  An  Illinois  Lieutenant,  as  brave  s  fettst 
as  ever  drew  a  sword,  had  been  shot  tbrougjb  est 
through  the  thighs,  fairly  impaled  by  the  ballet— 
the  ugliest  wound  but  one  I  ever  saw.  Ejgfc 
days  before  he  weighed  one  hundred  and  nxqr 
pounds.  Then,  he  could  not  have  swung  see 
hundred  and  twenty  clear  of  the  floor.  He  had 
just  been  brought  over  the  mountain,  and  as 
wounds  were  angry  with  fever ;  they  were  lxfnag 
him  as  tender  as  they  could;  they  let  hua  slip 
and  he  fell,  perhaps  six  inches.  But  it  was  Use 
a  dash  from  a  precipice  to  him,  and  he  wafledaai 
like  a  child,  tears  wet  his  pale,  thin  free,  and  he 
only  said,  "  My  poor  child,  how  will  they  tell  her?" 
It  was  only  for  an  instant ;  his  spirit  and  his  franc 
stiffened  up  together,  and  with  a  half  smile  he 
said,  "  Don't  tell  anybody,  boys,  that  I  made  s  feel 
of  myself ! "  The  Lieutenant, "  sleeps  weaV 
alas!  for  the  "poor  child"— how  did  they  tell  her? 

A  soldier,  fairly  riddled  with  bullets,  like  one  of 
those  battle  flags  of  Illinois,  lay  on  a  blanket  gasp- 
ing for  breath.  "Jemmy,"  said  a  comrade, and 
a  friend  before  this  cruel  war  began,  with  one  am 
swung  in  a  sling,  and  who  was  going  home  on  for- 
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1  Jemmy,  what  shall  I  tell  them  at  home  for 
"Tell  them,"  aaid  he,  "that  there  isn't 
w  enough  left  of  .  me  to  say  '  1/  but — hold 
"  here  a  minute  —  tell  Kate  there  is  .enough 
e  left  to  love  her  till  I  die."   Jemmy  got  his 
lough  that  night,  and  left  the  ranks  forever.  It 
■u  to  me  that  all  true  women  must  envy  that 
*•  late.    Shot  away  all  but  his  heart,  that  still 
.  true,  who  would  not  be  the  dead  soldier's  bride 
r?   O,  there  is  nothing  anywhere  here  to 
e you  blush  for  human  weakness :  the  rebel  bul- 
la not  moulded  that  can  kill  western  manhood. 
X  want  to  say  here,  in  a  paragraph  by  itself, 
» the  surgeons  should  be  compelled  to  report 
tlx  women ;  if  they  do  their  duty,  they  have  to 
no,  in  large  measure,  woman's  work.  They 
KVfe  to  need  more  than  skill  and  scalpels ;  they 
■fi?**t  woman's  fortitude,  tenderness,  and  faith. 
*Os»xe  are  the  noblest  of  men  among  the  surgeons 
the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  who  do  not  halt 
^tathe  letter  of  duty,  but  go  on  cheerfully  to  the 
^jirit,  and  there  are  —  God  save  the  mark!  — 
^fctQ  among  them  for  whom  faithless  is  the  mildest 
^iphemism.  I  must  tell  one  instance :  a  "  contract 
burgeon  "  —  if  you  know  what  that  is  — went  out 
^Bn  a  pleasure  ride  within  the  hour — three  o'clock 
^-that  two  hundred  sick  and  wounded  men  came 
■to  his  ward.   He  returned  at  sunset,  and  on 
king  reminded  of  his  neglected  duty,  flinpantlv 
railed,  "  O,  I'll  do  them  in  half  an  hour  I " 
Wnat,  think  you,  would  "  do  "  him,  and  do  him 
justice.   For  one  I  should  be  quite  content  to 
trust  his  fate  to  the  verdict  of  a  jury  of  the  loyal 
women  of  the  North-west,  to  whom  be  glory  and 
honor  everlasting ! 

Remember,  I  am  writing  only  of  the  days  after 
the  battles  of  the  Chickamauga  —  only  of  one  scene 
in  this  tremendous  tragedy.  I  have  followed  the 
wounded  and  the  languishing  to  the  surgeon's 
quarters  at  the  edge  of  the  field,  and  now  comes 
that  journey  over  the  mountain  roads  to  Bridge- 
port,—  that  beating  every  wound  with  hammers 
mile  after  utile.  Watch  me  with  the  rocking, 
jolting,  lurching  train  of  three  hundred  ambu- 
lances, each  with  its  sore,  bruised  burden,  and 
teU  me  which  is  the  more  terrible,  the  whole 
strong  regiment  marching  into  the  storm,  or  the 
broken  mutilated  column  creeping  away  to  shel- 
ter. You  can  hardly  believe  that  one  of  all  will 
survive  the  journey  j  that  the  folds  of  the  waiting, 
empty  tents,  here  and  there  and  yonder,  will  ever 
swinjf  back  to  receive  them.  Let  me  point  for 
yon.  if  I  can,  one  of  those  shadows,  beside  your 
fx^nMnm  there,  with  which  I  began  this  letter. 

It  is  a  white,  dusty  ridge  in  Alabama ;  tall,  slim 
oaks  sprinkle  it,  and  beneath  them,  in  streets  with 
a  far-eastern  look,  stand  the  tents  of  those  blessed 
cities  jf  mercy,  a  field  hospital.   The  sun  pours 
hotly  down;  a  distant  drum  snarls  now  and  then, 
aa  u  in  a  dream ;  the  tinkling  concert  of  a  cloud 
of  locusts  —  the  cicada  of  the  south  —  comes  like 
the  dear  old  sleigh  bells  chime,  from  a  distant 
tree.    u  The  loud  laugh  that  tells  the  vacant  j 
mind"  is  unheard ;  the  familiar  sounds  of  closing ; 
t-  doors  and  children's  carol  never  rises  there ;  the ; 
tents  swell  white  and  sad  and  still.  Within  them 
Vol.  X.  —  Doc.   13  1 


lie  almost  three  thousand  soldiers,  marred  with 
all  wounds  couceivoblc,  wasted  with  pain,  parched 
with  fever,  wearily  turning,  wearily  waiting,  to 
take  up  the  blessed  march,  Ho !  for  the  North ! 
That  is  the  word,  the  ever-abiding  charmer,  that 
"lingers  still  behind."  It  is  Stevenson,  it  is 
Nashville,  it  is  Louisville,  it  is  home,  it  is  heaven ! 
Alas,  for  it,  how  they  falter  and  sleep  by  the  way ! 
And  every  one  of  these  men  was  somebody's  boy 
once j  hail  a  mother  once,  a  wife,  a  sister,  a  sweet- 
heart ;  "  but  better  is  a  friend  that  is  near  than  a 
brother  that  is  afar  off,"  and  there  are  only  two 
here  in  person,  but  how  many  in  heart  and  work ! 

You  nave  been  thinking,  my  sisters,  where  is 
our  work  in  all  these  scenes  ?  That  snowy  roll 
of  linen  j  that  little  pillow  beneath  the  sufferer's 
head;  that  soft  fold  across  the  gashed  breast; 
that  cooling  drink  the  rude,  stalwart,  kind  nurse 
is  putting  to  yonder  hoy's  white  lips  ;  that  delica- 
cy this  poor  fellow  is  just  partaking ;  that  dress- 
ing-gown, whose  broidered  hem  those  long,  thin 
lingers  are  toying  with ;  the  slippers,  a  world  too 
wide  for  the  thin,  faltering  feet ;  the  dish  of  fruit 
a  left  hand  is  slowly  working  at,  his  right  hand 
laid  upon  our  Federal  altar  at  Chickamauga,  never 
to  be  lifted  more.  Your  tree,  my  sister,  We  that 
fruit ;  your  fingers  wrought,  your  heart  conceived. 
"What  do  the  women  say  about  us  boys  at 
home  ?  "  asked  a  poor  wreck  of  a  lad  us  I  sat  by 
his  side.  That  brow  of  his  ached,  I  know,  for  the 
touch  of  a  loving  hand,  and  the  "  sound  of  a  voice 
that  is  still."  At  the  moment  he  asked  the  ques- 
tion he  was  turning  over  a  little  silken  needle- 
book  that  one  of  you  laughing  girls  made  some 
day,  and  tucked  m  the  corner  of  a  bag,  labelled 
"  U.  S.  Sanitary  Commission."  On  the  cover  of 
that  book  you  had  wrought  the  words,  playfully 
perhaps,  "  My  bold  soldier  boy."  I  silently 
pointed  to  the  legend :  the  reply  struck  home  to 
his  heart  and  he  burst  into  tears.  I  assure  you 
they  were  not  bitter  tears  he  shed ;  and  as  he  wiped 
them  away  with  a  white  film  of  a  handkerchief  you 
girls  hemmed  for  him,  his  question  was  twice 
answered,  and  he  was  content,  His  eyelids 
closed  down,  his  breathings  grew  regular,  he  had 
fallen  asleep,  and  I  thought  it  was  the  picture  of 
the  "  Soldier's  Dream  "  over  again. 

You  hear  of  the  mal-appropnatiou  of  your  gifts ; 
but  never  fear ;  one  grain  may  foil,  but  two  will 
spring  up  and  blossom  into  forget-me-nots.  Your 
work  is  everywhere.  Go  with  me  to  that  tent 
standing  apart.  It  is  the  dead-house  tent.  Four 
boys  in  their  brown  blankets,  four  white  wood 
coffins,  four  labels,  with  four  names  on  four  still 
breasts.  Two  of  the  four  garments  the  sleepers 
wear  are  of  linen  from  your  stores,  stitched  by 
your  fingers.  Verily,  the  Ladies'  Soldiers'  Aid 
Societies  should  be  named  "  Mar),"  for  are  they 
not,  like  her  of  old,  the  "  last  at  the  cross,  and  the 
earliest  at  the  grave  "  ? 

"  When  can  I  go  home,  doctor  ?  "  is  the  ques- 
tion forever  shaped  by  the  lips  and  asked  by  the 
eyes  as  he  goes  his  daily  rounds.  There  was  a 
train  of  cars  at  last,  —  box  cars  —  cattle  cars  — 
if  you  like  it  better,  —  drawn  up  opposite  the  hos- 
pital at  nine  o'clock,  as  the  four  hundred  poor 
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boys,  lame,  bandaged,  supported,  carried  outright, 
came  over  the  hill  to  tale  the  train.  It  waa  the 
wounded  brigade,  and  three  of  every  five  wore 
Rome  token  of  woman's  remembrance — of  your 
loving  kindness.  It  was  announced  to  them  on 
the  night  before  that  they  were  to  go  at  five,  and 
there  was  no  sleep  for  joy.  Some  of  them  had 
actually  watched  the  night  out  in  the  open  air, 
like  the  Chaldean  shepherds,  lest  by  some  chance 
the  train  should  go  without  them.  Hut  they  were 
hopeful  and  heartful,  for  they  would  go  by  and 
by.  That  wounded  brigade  made  my  eyes  dim 
as  they  came;  no  "pomp  and  circumstance" 
now,  no  martial  step,  no  rustling  banners  and 

gleaming  arms.  I  should  have  been  less  than 
uman  had  I  not  swallowed  my  heart  all  day  as 
I  thought  of  that  brigade,  the  grandest  body  of 
men  I  ever  saw  in  my  life.  H  ell,  the  cars  were 
floored  with  the  sick  and  wounded,  and  we  moved 
slowly  away,  and  I  must  tell  you  that  all  the  way 
along  that  weary  ride  of  twenty  hours  to  Nash- 
ville, it  was  the  thoughtful  gift  of  woman  that 
kept  their  hearts  up.  Not  on  the  field  of  Chick- 
amauga,  not  in  the  woods  of  Alabama,  not  on  the 
train  m  Tennessee  could  I  get  oitt  of  sight  of  the 
Sanitary  Commission,  the  Florence  Nightingales 
of  the  North-west  I  want  to  describe  that  ride 
to-day,  but  cannot :  how  they  waited  hours  till  a 
Major-GcneraTs  swift,  commodious  car  should 
pass ;  how  they  crept  along  at  the  rear  of  every- 
thing alive.  It  is  worth  a  chapter,  and  it  shall 
have  it.  And  so,  my  sisters,  I  nave  given  you  a 
hand's  breadth  of  the  shadow  which  that  sunshine 
of  yours  has  pierced  and  glorified  like  the  coming 
of  morning.  When  to  the  grand  eternity  of  the 
historic  page  the  scenes  amid  which  we  wait  and 
labor  have  passed,  the  heart  of  the  world  will 
warm  to  the  women  of  the  North-west ;  soldierly 
daring  and  womanly  deeds  will  be  blended  to- 
gether forever ;  the  kiss  of  the  daughters  will  not 
stain  the  sword  of  the  sons ;  the  violet,  lily,  and 
laurel  will  bloom  immortal  together,  and  the  lost 
Eden  of  old  will  smile  once  more  on  the  map  of 
the  globe.  B.  F.  T. 


Doc.  10. 
THE  SOUTHERN  PRISONS. 
CHAPLAIN  JAMBS  HABVET»8  ACCOUNT.* 

Whoever  may  forget  the  interests  and  the 
glory  of  our  common  country,  the  soldier,  whether 
in  the  field  or  in  the  prison,  never  forgets  it  or 
forgets  us.  And  whoever  may  forget  the  bred 
ones  at  home,  those  upon  the  field  smd  in  the 
prison  never  forget  them.  I  have  heaad  many 
prayers  in  the  Libby  Prison,  and  whoever  was 
offering  prayer,  whether  a  Chaplain,  Captain,  Lieu- 
tenant, Surgeon,  Colonel,  or  Lieutenant-Colo  ael, 
Major  or  Brigadier-General,  (for  we  had  a  Bri- 
gadier-General there  that  offered  public  prayer  in 
the  prison,)  all  the  prisoners  were  willing  to  hear, 
and  when  they  invoked  the  divine  blessing  for 

*  Given  in  a  Lecture  at  Piqua,  Ohio. 


the  loved  ones  at  home,  in  spite  of  ill  dfte 
trol  a  tear  would  gather  in  their  eyet,  And  tb 
would  be  tremor  m  the  voioe  as  tbn  retool**, 
those  that  were  for  away.    As  we  m  fers* 
night,  not  in  prison,  but  under  the  m>  <rf  g 
stars  and  stripes,  permitted  to  tWreW  wss 
firesides  and  our  own  altars,  should  vt  w.*- 
member  the  brave  soldiers  P   Who  vwlde-  a*** 
grudge  the  small  pittance  that itfgfa tone Al 
Society  ?   We  have  had  some  fjooil  mm  *■ 
to-night.    I  have  heard  a  goon  deal  of  mm 
in  Libby  Prison ;  I  hare  heard  'three  WlraL  1 
presume,  join  In  the  chorus  of  u  Jell  f 
soul  is  marching  on.*  The  rebt  I 
like  this,  and  sometimes,  when  we 
angry,  they  shut  off  the  mpply  of  water*  and tot 
we  had  none  to  cook  with  or  to  drink  fm> 
times  when  we  offended  them  by  tiiigbc  to  I 
Star-Spangled  Banner,  the  Bed,  White,  set m  I 
or,  "We  are  coming,  Father  A  -...,mt  fa 
Hundred  Thousand  more,"  (for  we  made  th* 
ring,)  they  \xmi\\\  reftise  to  brinf;  m 
to  cook  with,  and  then  we  had  many  Wmm 
without  our  breakfasts;  bat  still  we  kepup  b 
music 

When  a  man  has  been  imptfcoTted  it  i*  M  ■ 
uncommon  thing  to  inquire  how  he  goi  tbex. 
how  he  happened  to  be  captured ,  and  whv  be  U 
not  make  his  escape  with  the  rest.    1  wift  a*  to 
you  that  I  remained  behind,  when  the  retreat  W 
Winchester  took  place,  by  the  orders  of  Cabotl 
Keiffer,  the  colonel  of  my  regiment,  (the  Ott 
I  lutuh  ed  and  Tenth,)  and  when  they  had  deteroe* 
ed  to  cut  their  way  out,  it  waa  the  request  of  the 
Colonel  that  I  should  stay  behind  and  see  xa  fffa 
ingup  and  burying  the  dead  and  Hiking  care  nf  us 
wounded*   I  may  remark  here;  that  brim  tt 
mained  behind,  I  saw  a  good  deal  more  a?  the 
rebels  and  rebeidom  than  1  otherwiae  shoold  save 
done*   I  can  assure  you  that  the  rebels  one  ap 
through  Winchester  like  the  locusts  of  Bppt 
They  came  exceedingly  thick.   Net  less  Use 
thirty-five  thousand  invested  the  plaee,  and  it  vs 
told  me  that  they  nad  eighty  pieeee  of  easmonin 
position.   How  many  they  really  had  or  used  I 
do  not  know.   These  rebels  passed  Aroogft  « 
their  way  up  to  Pennsylvania.   Our  entire  be 
in  silled  ana  wotmded  wee  about  three 
The  loss  of  the  rebels  In  killed  end  not 
about  one  thousand  three  hundred  | 
lots  was  over  four  to  onr  one. 


>aotbat  tarir 


left  on  Monday  morning  die  rebels  easne  in,  sad 
I  saw  a  General  ride  up  to  the  fort  and  tKifl  dtwn 
the  stars  and  stripes  and  Waist  the  rebel  lag  in 
its  plaee.  This  was  a  pretty  hard  stot  ta  look 
upon.  I  was  engaged  in  burying  theoWd  ascend 
the  town  of  Winchester,  but  m  ante  of  aB  that 
I  was  able  to  do,  I  pretane  that  swtne  of  our  aw 
never  found  a  burial,  smd  wMfc  the  rebels  gather- 
ed up  and  took  back  their  wounded  Vo  what  they 
called  the  Louisiana  hospital,  oesne  Area  ndks 
upon  our  right,  I  So  not  knv#  of  their  paring 
any  attention  at  aH  to  onr  ooMere  aavjund  Win- 
chester. I"  pi  .hi  out  extrcsne  right,  where  die 
Twelfth  Virginia  regiment,  and  One  Hundred  and  ' 
and  part  of  the  One  Hundred  snd 
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regiment  fought  on  Saturday,  tome  of  our 
were  killed,  and  I  have  been  told,  eaten  by 
_»l  and  I  believe  k  to  be  true.  After  ejpend- 
,  tawse  days  in  connection  with  our  own  hoepi- 
■im  authoring  up  the  wounded,  I  found  in  tnc 
room  of  ene  of  our  hospitals  five  men,  who 
lying  in  a  state  of  decomposition.  The 
tow  me  they  could  not  be  handled  or 
ant,  aa  the  stench  was  suck  that  the  room 
ex*  be  entered*   I  immediately  went  to  an 
German,  who  had  furnished  us  with  coffins 
threes  had  possession  of  Winchester, 
coffins  from  him,  which  I  carried  on 
to  'the  hospital.    Those  whose 
k  was  to  attend  to  this  matter  of  burial 
to  do  k,  and  I  had  to  use  my  authority, 
that  the  thing  must  be  done,  and  that  it 
be  done.   I  got  a  detail  of  our  own  men 
tbs  provost  marshal,  and  we  dug  graves  and 
I  worked  at  Winchester  from 
j  wing  until  Saturday  afternoon  —  and 
*m  the  first  I  had  seen  of  the  provost  mar- 
when  I  had  called  upon  him  for  a  detail  of 
^tea  to  dig  those  graves  and  bury  these  men. 
^fa  ordered  me  to  report  to  him  to-morrow,  and 
^bea  the  nest  day. 

On  Saturday,  when  I  Teported  to  him,  he  said 
l2ttre  was  a  charge  preferred  against  me.  He 
tAea  read  the  eharge.  The  man  who  preferred 
the  charge  was  in  an  adjoining  room  and  I  had  an 
interview  with  him.  lie  said  that  I  had  sent  his 
negro  giti  to  Ohio.  I  told  him  I  had  nothing  to  do 
with  "^-jK-g  his  negro  girl  away.  After  having 
im,  he  told  mo  that  if  1 
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>  negro  _ 
,  with" 
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would  engage  to  return  that  negro  girl  to  him  it 
would  be  all  riphU  I  told  him  it  would  be  as 
much  en  impossibility  for  me  to  return  the  negro 
girl  aa  to  go  to  Ohio  and  gather  up  any  other  free 
1  bring  her  down  and  give  her  to  him.  I 
j  to  do  with  the  matter,  and  did  not 
know  where  the  girl  was,  and  could  not  make  any 
such  pioemiatb  He  then  informed  me  that  if  1  did 
not  return  hia  girl  he  would  hold  me  responsible. 
I  told  him  that  he  might  do  so,  but  I  had  nothing 
to  do  with  hia  girl,  and  it  was  out  of  my  power 
to  return,  her.  The  provost  marshal  then  said 
that  my  parole  waa  revoked,  and  he  ordered  me 
under  arrest* .And  under  a  charge  of  bayonets  1 
waa  takes  before  General  Early,  and  was  informed 
that  by  the  lawa  «f  some  of  the  Southern  states 
the  oeWnee  for  which  1  was  charged  waa  punish- 
able with  death  |  that  men  were  hung  for  such 
offiancus,  and  I  ought  to  be.  After  leaving  Gen- 
eral Early,  under  eharge  of  bayonets,  I  gathered 
up  two  hhwiknts  and  rolled  them  up,  for  I  had 
nothing  esse,  my  clothing  having  all  been  cap- 
tured. I  also  took  the  only  Bible  that  waa  there. 
1  aaked  nermweeion  of  the  provost  marshal  to  look 
i  for  myealise,  but  this  permis- 
i.  I  gathered  up  my  two 
blaafceta,  tod  supposed  that  Iwaa  to  go  into  some 
place  of  eanlnmeset  in  Winchester ;  but  instead 
of  that,  1  eoen  discovered  that  there  was  already 
in  linn  of  march  out  of  the  town  some  five  or  six 
hundred  in  number,  and  with  them  I  was  started  I 
on  my  march  towards  Richmond.   The  provost  | 


marshal  told  me  that  my  destiny  was  to  be  deliv- 
ered over  to  the  civil  authorities  to  be  tried  for  the 
offence.  1  knew  what  the  laws  of  Virginia  were 
in  regard  to  this  matter,  and  I  knew  at  the  same 
time  that  there  waa  no  truth  or  honesty,  no  jus- 
tice or  humanity  in  the  bosom  of  rebels.  I  knew 
that  there  was  nothing  for  me  to  expect  from 
them  either  in  the  way  of  justice  or  hqmonity. 
My  only  hope,  then,  was  in  the  strong  arm  of 
our  government  As  1  had  seen  thousands  upon 
thousands  of  Confederates  going  up  into  Pennsyl- 
vania, 1  did  not  know  what  the  result  might  be. 
I  was  considerably  gloomy  and  downcast  in  my 
mind.  Some  of  our  soldiers  and  officers  were 
marched  out  on  the  road,  where  they  lay  down 
upon  the  bare  ground,  and  spent  the  night  in  a 
drenching  ruin,  without  hardly  any  blankets  or 
protection.  Many  were  left  in  the  oust  and  heat  . 
for  three  days  before  they  were  taken  out,  and 
without  blankets,  or  provisions,  or  anything  to 
make  them  comfortable.  When  they  lay  down 
at  night  they  lay  down  in  the  dust,  and  when  they 
rose  iu  the  morning  they  were  in  the  dust,  and 
among  this  number  were  twelve  or  fifteen  respec- 
table women  whose  husbands  were  serving  in  the 
army.  They  were  not  camp-followers,  but  re- 
spectable women,  and  they  were  crowded  into 
that  fort  with  those  three  to  four  thousand  men. 
Such  objects  of  pity  I  never  saw  before.  There 
they  lay  in  the  dust  of  a  crowded  fort,  with  noth- 
ing to  protect  them,  nothing  to  eat,  and  nothing 
to  drink,  (for  the  water  gave  out  in  the  cisterns,) 
and  they  were  nearly  furnished  for  water.  I  was 
at  the  entrance  of  the  fort,  before  my  arrest,  when 
the  husbands  of  these  women  were  marched  out. 
They  started  out  with  them,  but  were  driven  buck 
at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  into  the  fort;  and 
though  they  wept  and  entreated  to  be  permitted 
to  accompany  their  husbands,  they  were  kept 
there,  and  sent  to  Richmond  in  the  same  gang  in 
which  I  was  sent.  1  saw  these  women  on  the 
march  for  Richmond,  lying  -on  the  bare  ground 
and  in  the  drenching  rain.  That  is  the  way  the 
Confederates  treat  our  soldiers  and  our  women. 

The  speaker  here  related  an  incident  of  the 
daughter  of  a  wealthy  merchant  in  Winchester, 
who  had  fallen  in  love  with  a  Lieutenant  iu  the 
Eighty-seventh  Pennsylvania  regiment,  and  had 
married  him,  and  after  the  battle  had  asked  per- 
mission to  enter  the  fort  to  look  for  her  husband, 
who  fortunately  had  not  been  captured.  Said  the 
commander,  "Is  your  husband  in  the  Federal 
army  P  How  came  he  to  be  there?"  "  Why," 
said  she,  "  he  was  there  when  I  married  him." 
"You,"  said  he,  "a  high-born  Southern  lady, 
marry  a  Federal  soldier!  Ain't  you  ashamed  of 
yourself?  "  With  a  look  of  as  much  indignation 
in  the  countenance  as  I  ever  aaw  in  the  counte- 
nance of  any  lady  in  my  life,  she  answered  him, 
"  No,  air  I  I  am  proud  of  him."  In  a  short  time 
an  ambulance  waa  sent  to  her  father's  house,  and 
she  was  notified  that  immediately  she  must  get 
into  it  and  start  for  Richmond.  She  eould  not 
stay  within  the  rebel  lines.  She  must  be  sent 
north.  The  lady  who  waa  proud  of  her  Federal  ' 
soldier  sat  down  fiat  in  the  ambulance,  and  rode 
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ninety-two  miles  to  Staunton.  I  shall  never  for- 
ce t,  after  we  left  Staunton,  the  remarks  of  this 
lady.  At  nearly  every  station  that  we  came  to, 
the  rebels  crowded  upon  the  platforms  to  see 
these  monstrous  creatures  called  Yankees.  After 
we  commenced  our  march  from  Winchester,  we 
reached  Staunton,  ninety-two  miles,  in  four  days. 
The  first  loaf  of  bread  we  bought  we  paid  two 
dollars  for,  and  we  paid  the  same  priee  for  a  little 
bucketful  of  milk.  At  night  we  nad  a  stick  of 
wood  or  a  stone  for  a  pillow.  When  we  sent 
rel>el  prisoners  to  Martinsburg,  twenty-three 
miles,  we  sent  them  in  wagons ;  but  here  were 
Lieutenant-Colonels,  Captains,  Chaplains,  and  Sur- 
geons marched  die  whole  distance  on  foot,  except 
when  one  of  the  guards  got  tired  of  riding,  and 
would  let  some  one  ride  his  horse  a  short  distance. 
We  arrived  in  Richmond  towards  night/of  a  dark, 
drizzly,  damp  day,  and  there  we  were  separated 
from  the  ladies  who  went  down  with  us.  The 
ladies  were  sent  to  Castle  Thunder,  and  we  were 
sent  to  Libby  Prison.  This  Libby  Prison  stands 
on  the  north  bank  of  the  James  River,  on  the 
east  side  of  the  city  of  Richmond,  and  gets  its 
name  from  the  former  owners  of  the  building, 
"Libby  &  600."  It  was  formerly  used  for  a 
tobacco  house.  It  is  a  building  of  about  two 
hundred  and  fifty  feet  on  the  street,  and  one 
hundred  feet  back,  and  is  three  stories  high. 
There  are  nine  rooms,  all  about  of  a  size.  I 
should  suppose  that  in  the  basement  there  are  an 
equal  numoer  of  rooms.  There  is  not  a  sash  nor 
a  glass  in  a  window  in  that  building,  with  the 
exception  of  the  one  room  that  has  been  used  for 
the  hospital.  I  presume  our  officers  who  are 
there  to-day,  while  we  are  here  comfortable  in 
this  room,  are  without  either  sash  or  glass  in  the 
windows.  In  the  room  that  1  was  in,  which  was. 
one  hundred  feet  long  by  fifty  feet  wide,  there 
were  fifteen  openings  for  windows,  but  no  sash  or 
glass  in  any  of  them. 

We  were  conducted  into  the  office  of  that 
building,  Captain  Turner's  room.  (By  the  by, 
let  me  say  to  yon,  that  if  ever  Captain  Turner 
falls  into  the  hands  of  any  of  the  Union  officers 
that  have  been  confined  in  that  prison  it  will  be 
a  sad  day  for  him.)  He  is  a  man  that  is  entirely 
devoid  -of  humanity.  There  is  not  a  good  streak 
in  him,  from  the  ends  of  his  toes  clear  up  to  the 
ends  of  his  hair.  He  has  another  man  under  his 
control  who  acts  aa  inspector,  who  is  as  mean  a 
man  as  ever  the  Lord  let  Uve  anywhere,  and,  as 
they  say  down  in  Castle  Thunder,  if  the  devil 
does  net  get  him  there  la  no  use  in  having  a 
devil.  When  we  arrived  at  this  office  they  took 
us  into  another  room,  where  the  process  of  search- 
ing commenced.  They  took  our  gum  blankets 
and  all  our  money,  provided  we  did  not  hide  it. 
Some  of  them  hid  tneir  money,  and,  by  keening 
it  out  of  eight,  they  succeeded  in  taking  it  into 
prison  with  them.  From  me  they  received  ninety- 
one  dollars  in  greenbacks.  They  gave  me  a  re- 
ceipt, and  stated  to  us  that  all  our  money  should 
be  returned  to  us  when  we  left  the  prison.  But 
it  so  happened,  as  they  said,  that  they  got  a  de- 
spatch only  an  hour  before  we  had  to  leave,  and 


1  as  ■mail  we  eoaUansaai 
1  punishment,  they  isannfina 
ika,  and  did  ail  aaaianfe, 
mafendhfc; 
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all  our  money  was  in  the  hands  of  the  ena> 
master,  and  he  was  at  the  other  end  of  taianj 
and,  with  all  the  good  wishes  they  had  bra, 
and  my  feUow-ohaplains,  and  much  as  snra> 
fessed  to  desire  the  return  of  the  mena^fcse] 
be  impossible  to  do  it.  80  we  eeestsf  sea*  a, 
the  money.   [A  voice — H I  thought  anriJal 

like  greenback*."]   They  are  aa  giwilf  fcfni   

backs  as  a  pig  is  for  green  eon.  I  ai  nant  ssr.^ 
the  guards  of  the  prison  would  raB  as  Ms>  pTaj 
ate  money,  and  put  little  stones  in  it,  mantle 
could  throw  it,  and  we  would  threw  " 
backs  in  exchange.  Thejn 
if  caught  at  h,  but  with  all  tnesesta,  etfta* 
thing  they  could  do  to  stem  ft,  we  eanifftd 
the  money  exchanged  that  we  hai|  sail* 
had  had  ten  times 
exchanged.   As  a 
officers  to  the  ranks, 
sible  to  do  to  stop  the  circulation 
for  whenever  a  Confederate  g 

enough  to  pay  his  way  out,  he  fa  

desert ;  and  that  is  one  reason  why  thtywns 
keep  greenbacks  away  from  then* 

When  we  were  searched  we  were  seat Wf  am,  |i  as 
and  there  1  heard  one  cry  I  shall  *jisesi  tsmt,*  »  ? 
it  rung  in  my  ears :  M  Fresh  nth  1  fash  in!"  I  lx* 
thought  we  were  to  have  fine  living  if  waves  a  It* 
have  fresh  fish  every  day ;  bat  an  anon  ml  ana)  W 
I  found  that  we  were  the  fh 
talking  about   When  we  entawnd  ana  anew  w 
were  called  Milroy'a  thieves,  for  they  anmatan- 
ble  spite  at  Milroy.   They  amid  if  Ussy  hmtssk 
got  him  they  would  have  torn  him  in  [ 
Seeing  that  they  had  not  got  Milroy*  any  net 
have  somebody  upon  whom  to  want  their  spin. 
When  Colonel  Straight  was  first  mrnaahf  ■  taw 
vented  their  spite  on  him.   Thn  Gasman  ■ 
Alabama  issued  a  requisition  that  Go 
and  all  his  officers  should  be  dalrvaNdaaar tent 
civil  authorities,  to  be  tried  by  the  saws  of  Ah- 
bama,  and  executed.  They  ewieaiawod  ss  hsies- 
date  them.   Well,  when  we  ataman  they  sampid 
their  spite  from  Colonel  Stsaigat  ta  MnVoy'i  ana. 
They  were  all  bad  man.  1 'haw -event  net  bay  • 
single  thing.  We  moat  net  buy  sn>y  asans,  or 
tea,  or  sugar,  or  bread,  or  anything  at  aJL  Tbev 
were  going  to  put  ua  on  the  aosasjaen**wa\oasssi 
the  strictest  discipline.  They  wave  wary  angrr 
towards  mt  The  fimt  eeene  that  I  wannmsd  in 
Libby  Prison  made  a  strong  amenwsakmaaea  ae. 
A  surgeon,  Dr.  Pierce,  a  fbnVyauae?  aanaoMU  had 
traveled  with  ess  on  the  ni— ah  fosn  Weacaattr 
down  to  Staunton,  and-ftn*  Banvstan  as  IAbr 
Prison,  and  after  we  ha*  ant  thara/am  a  hat  (by 
in  June,  sat  down  in  the  wlnaowMnnl|aatafa  anal 
out  to  breathe  the  fresh  av.  *  TJsegaard  en  tee 
street,  passing  by,  oraarai  hear**  Wkm  aesbttd 
in,  but  he  did  not  hear  Msa.  *»mnj  HaMaWthc 
guard  repeated  dm  oiderrbo^  barSavi  net  haw 
1  In  ml  il  unit  nfs  nsnehal  and  isn  iln 


him.  ] 

bullet  strike  in  the  iluopst  jab*  W  above  Dr. 
Pierce.  By  the  good  pi  uiiiannl  affJanV*  harsh 
missed  hiss.  I  assure  yosrw*  teak  earn  haw  ve 
put  our  heads  out  of  the  windows  after  that  At 

Castle  Lightning,  opposite  to  Castle  Thunder,  a 
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ipon  a  soldier  at  the  window,  the  ball 
in  the  arm,  and  he  was  brought  to 

id  scene  that  I  witnessed  in  Libby 
the  selection  of  Captains  Sawyer  and 

executed  in  the  place  of  those  two 
lot  for  recruiting  within  our  lines  by 
'  General  Burnside.  An  order  came 
na  that  all  the  captains  should  report 
there  was  a  gay  time  among  them. 
Tow  we  are  going  to  be  paroled,  and 
!*here  was  a  smile  upon  every  counte- 
re  said  to  one  another,  don't  you  wish 
aptain.  I  do.  I  would  like  to  leave 
na  go  home.  Seventy-five  captains, 
iarts  and  happy  countenances,  passed 
into  one  of  the  lower  rooms.  When 
rn  there,  one  of  the  officers  came  in 
er  from  Geueral  Winder,  that  from 
,  then  confined  in  Libby  Prison,  two 
elected  by  lot  to  be  executed  in  rctal- 
he  two  that  were  shot  by  General 
rbey  stood  there  around  the  room  in  a 
ox  was  pluced  in  the  centre,  and  in 
i  put  the  lots.  Two  of  the  chaplains 
i  with  me  came  down  to  witness  the 
hose  lots.  Old  Father  Brown,  a  man 
is  almost  as  white  as  snow,  Chaplain 
1  Maryland  regiment,  was  the  man 
•  draw  the  lots.  The  lots  fell  upon 
ran  and  Captain  Sawyer:  ono  was 
ereey  and  the  other  from  Indiana.  I 
en  that  it  was  exceedingly  singular 

Jersey  and  Indiana  had  been  more 
Mtn  any  two  other  states,  that  the  lot 
ipon  them.  I  thought  it  something 
a  so  it  was.  I  hope  these  states  have 
led  themselves.  The  lots  were  drawn 
feins  returned.  There  was  a  solem- 
tt  countenances  of  the  captains  thut  I 
pon  the  countenances  of  men  before, 
the  battle-field,  and  stand  before  the 
ath  and  before  musketry,  and  even  to 

charge  and  die  upon  the  battle-field, 

something  glorious,  and  men  go  into 
1  and  with  nerve;  but  to  be  drawn 
deliberately  executed,  was  something 
nan  to  face. 

i,  who  had  braved  every  danger,  quail 
ea  of  being  thus  selected  for  execu- 

n  have  never  been  executed  yet,  and 
rOL  For  our  government  holds  Gen- 
l  Captain  Winder  in  their  stead,  and 
em,  just  aa  you  deal  with  Frynn  and 
re  will  deal  with  Lee  and  Winder. 
I  scene  that  transpired  in  Libby 
in  regard  to  Colonel  Powell,  who,  in 
tent  with  the  rebels,  had  been  shot 
breast,  and  it  was  supposed  that  he 
The  Confederates  came  upon  him 
it  lying  in  his  sore,  and  wanted  to 
in  cold  blood.  He  was  sent  to  Rich- 
ut  into  the  hospital.  He  had  been 
tal  about  two  weeks,  when  the  man 
:  him  down  into  the  basement  of  the 


building,  and  opened  the  door  of  a  dark  damp 
cell,  and  said  to  him,  "  Get  in  there."  Colonel 
Powell  suid,  "  Sir,  for  what  am  I  to  be  put  in 
there?"  Turner  said,  "God  d — n  you,  get  in 
there !  you  will  know  before  you  get  out  what 
you  are  in  there  for."  He  went  into  the  cell,  and 
we  got  word  of  it  in  the  upper  part  of  the  build- 
ing, and  one  of  our  number  got  down  below,  and 
Colonel  Powell  got  a  -chance  to  send  a  slip  of 
paper  to  us,  saying,  "  I  am  here  in  a  cell ;  I  have 
nothing  to  read;  I  have  only  a  few  leaves  of 
Matthew,  which  I  have  got  by  heart.  I  can  hear 
you  pray  and  sing  up  there  in  the  officers*  room. 
Pray  louder  and  sing  louder :  I  want  to  hear  you." 
Well,  we  began  to  inquire  how  he  came  to  bo  in 
this  cell.  Finally,  we  asked  General  Winder  why 
he  was  in  the  eelL  The  General  replied  that  he 
did  not  know  why  it  was,  and  General  Jones 
knew  nothing  about  it ;  and  said  he  had  given 
no  such  order.  Our  government,  after  a  time, 
got  word  of  it,  and  they  informed  the  rebels  that 
unless  Colonel  Powell  was  released  from  that  cell, 
an  officer  of  equal  rank  would  be  put  in  the  same 
condition ;  and  then  Colonel  Powell  came  out  of 
the  cell,  having  been  put  there  simply  upon  Tur- 
ner's authority,  and  because  he  haa  the  power  to 
do  it.  A  truer,  better,  and  nobler  man  never 
lived.  A  better  soldier  never  drew  a  sword  in 
battle.  His  regiment  is  the  Second  Virginia 
cavalry.  It  happened  that  the  whole  regiment 
was  recruited  in  Ohio  ;  but  at  that  time  our  gov- 
ernment had  no  need  of  cavalry,  but  was  willing 
to  accept  them  aa  a  regiment  of  infantry.  They 
crossed  the  Ohio  and  tendered  their  services  to 
Governor  Pierpont,  of  Virginia,  who  received 
them  and  commissioned  the  officers,  calling  them 
the  Second  Virginia  cavalry,  and  in  this  way 
Ohio  loses  in  the  count  one  thousand  two  hundred 
men.  I  have  seen  men  confined  in  the  dungeon 
two  days,  on  bread  and  water,  for  spitting  on  the 
floor  of  that  old  tobacco  house.  I  have  seen  a 
member  of  the  Eighty-seventh  Pennsylvania  regi- 
ment confined  in  one  of  these  cells  five  weeks, 
until  his  clothes  were  mouldy. 

In  regard  to  the  charge  against  me.  They  said 
there  was  abundance  of  evidence  against  me,  but 
I  was  suffered  to  go  with  the  other  chaplains,  and 
I  never  heard  much  more  about  the  charge. 
They  permitted  me  to  fare  as  well  aa  the  rest  of 
the  officers,  and  to  choose  the  soil  side  of  a  plank 
to  sleep  on.  When  a  friend  came  in  to  see  us  we 
could  not  offer  him  a  chair  or  a  stool  j  we  had  to 
sit  on  the  floor. 

Among  our  number  in  prison  we  had  one  who 
amused  himself  in  sketching.  He  would  sketch 
the  new-comer  in  his  first  observation  of  the 
prison ;  next,  as  he  sat  down  to  meditate  on  his 
condition ;  then,  with  a  rebel  paper  in  his  hands 
reading  rebel  news ;  then,  disgusted  with  rebel- 
do  m,  as  he  laid  himself  down  to  seek  some  repose. 
There  he  lay,  stretched  on  the  floor,  perhaps  with- 
out a  blanket,  and  a  stick  of  wood  for  a  pillow. 
There  he  lay  down  to  repose.  Next  he  made  a 
discovery,  and  that  was,  that  there  was  one  of 
those  great  graybacks  at  work,  about  as  big  as  a 
large  grain  of  wheat.   We  understood  the  gray- 
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pretty  veil  The  Cattle  Thunder 
poetry  said  that  the  lice  were  so  big  that  tbey 
themselves  became  lousy. 

On  tbe  fourth  day  of  July  we  determined,  in 
Libby  Prison,  to  have  a  celebration,  and  by  odds 
and  ends  and  scrape  among  the  officers  then 
in  Libby  Prison,  we  gathered  together  material 
enough  to  make  a  Union  flag — the  iter*  and 
stripes,  We  had  to  make  it  very  secretly.  We 
then  appointed  our  committees,  and  bad 


and  one  from  the  New  York  Tribune, 
men  of  talent,  and  we  drew  up  a 
and  had  everything  in  readiness  in  one  of  the 
upper  rooms,  with  our  flag  spread  out  over  us, 
when  up  came  ft  rebel  surgeon  and  pulled  down 
our  flag,  and  vetoed  everything  that  we  had  in 
progress  —  and  we  bad  to  submit  to  it 

Man?  ask  us  what  we  had  to  eat  in  prison. 
The  officers  drew  a  half-ration  loaf  of  bread  every 
day,  and  three  ounces  of  meat  The  officers  had 
meat  that  was  fit  to  eat,  although  none  of  the  fat- 
test and  bast,  but  it  was  not  of  that  kind  of  beeves 
mentioned  in  the  Castle  Thunder  poetry,  that  had 
to  be  killed  to  saw  their  lives.  We  also  got  a 
small  amount  of  rice,  or  some  black-eyed  beans. 
The  peas  were  of  a  curious  variety.  They  were 
Hve  pe$s.  Some  of  the  men  did  not  teem  to  care ; 
they  said  it  made  the  aoup  thicker.  For  drink  we 
had  the  pure  extract  of  James  River,  always  warm 
and  never  cold,  sometimes  thick  and  sometimes 
thin.  The  soldiers  confined  on  Belle  Island  are 
nearly  starved,  or  fed  on  tainted  raeaL  If  a  man 
has  money  be  can  send  out  and  buy  a  barrel  of 
potatoes  for  sixteen  dollars,  a  barrel  of  floor  for 
forty  dollars,  a  pound  of  sugar  for  three  dol- 
Iml  a  pound  of  coffee  for  ten  dollars.  On  Belle 
Island  there  are  thousands  of  our  men  without 
clothing  to  keep  them  warm ;  for  when  they  go  into 
a  battle  they  sometimes  lose  their  hats,  or  throw 
off  their  coats,  and  leave  their  blankets,  and  many 
of  these  men  are  destitute  of  sufficient  clothing  to 
keep  them  warm.  At  night  they  lie  down  upon 
the  sand,  without  any  blankets  to  keep  them 
warm,  and  nothing  hut  the  great  canopy  of 
heaven  for  a  covering,  and  the  stars,  as  it  were, 
for  their  candle.  And  there  some  of  our  soldiers 
have  been,  month  after  month,  without  anything 
under  heaven  to  make  them  comfortable.  You 
pity  the  soldiers  in  our  own  hospitals — then,  my 
friend,  let  your  pity  go  to  our  soldiers  on  Belle 
Island.  Tney  are  there  sickening  and  dying  by 
tens,  twenties,  and  by  hundreds.  Here  before 
vou  tonight,  axtd  before  God,  at  whose  judgment 
bar  I  meat  stand,  it  is  murder  for  those  Confeder- 
ates to  pat  oar  men  there  on  that  island  in  that 
condition,  and  our  government  should  take  some 
step  to  relieve  those  men  who  are  absolutely  being 
murdered  in  this  way. 

I  saw  your  townsman,  William  Hayes,  who  was 
on  Bells  Island,  and  had  been  brought  from  there 
to  the  hospital.  He  told  me  of  his  sufferings. 
Twice  he  was  paroled  to  be  sent  north,  but  he  was 
too  weak  to  go  to  the  depot  Men  who  are  in  the 
hospital  are  put  in  an  ambulance  and  taken  to  the 
depot ;  but  if  they  are  on  Belle  Island  they  must 


walk.   Now  this 
too  weak  to  walk  to  the  oars  t 
Many  of  our  men  become  so  weak  a*fl 
her  of  them  join  together  to  heh  sWlsfi 
William  Haves  was  brought  to  tie  kyttf 
duced  to  a  living  ^skeleton,  and  I  tfJ^Hj 
mission  to  visit  htm,  and  learned  tit  kii  bassi 
sufferings,  and  received  his  message  to  ft  Wi 
In  view  of  eternity  just  Wfere  him  htttfri*  ] 
fol  and  contented,  with  the  f 
him. 


at* 

pas  err 

hi 


not  only  for  our 
cruelty.   Our  boys  on 
provisions,  get  mule  meat,  or  ._ 
before  it  was  killed  was  as  poor  as  tb  taA*K 
had  to  lean  against  the  gate  pott  to  for. 
of  those  men  are  absolutely  starved,  awl  V 
without  fuel,  water,  or  blankets,  Then4  m  A ■  ■; 
eight  thousand  brave  men  there,  Wnp 
from  Ohio,  whose  sufferings  must  tot  aria* 
Can  you  wonder  that  my  sympathies    wt  u 
those  suffering  men,  who  have  becoawi  atwt 
that  they  can  hardly  stand  upon  thefrfceV 

Castle  Thunder  is  north-west  from  IMflti 
and  is  a  place  where  they  confine^boA  M 

there  were  three  hundred  men.  Tina  meet 
the  entire  length  of  the  bu-Odrngv  and  was  i 
one  hundred  feet  long.  Hiere  was  east 
in  the  end  of  the  room,  and  that  was^ioserf  efaa- 
barred.  There  were  three  hundred  men  canted 
in  this  room,  and  two  of  them  were  in  anenfmh 
nude  state,  without  one  particle  of  eawAesj  « 
their  bodies.  They  bad  been  there  two  years,  aid 
what  little  clothing  they  had  when  they  first  rat 
in  had  worn  out  and  gone,  shred  by  shred,  as£ 
they  were  in  an  entirely  node  condition,  Tier 
spent  the  winter  by  heating  sawdust  at  the  fc. 
and  then,  making  a  bed  Eke  pigs,  they  woutt  pt 
into  it,  and  get  those  who  were  clothed  to  Tie 
around  them,  to  keep  them  from  freeing  auric* 
the  winter. 

The  floors  of  the  prison  were  covered  with  two 
or  three  inches  of  sawdust,  and  bating  bat  one 
window  in  the  room,  only  a  few  couM  get  tc  it  to 
examine  their  clothes,  and,  as  a  eottsMS6nce,theT 
became  so  covered  with  vermin  thai  the  rebels 


^  1 
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had  to  take  them  out  into  theyaiB  and  sat  their 
negroes  to  scrubbing  them  offT 

When  the  rebels  heard  that  we  had  prams  in 
Libby  Prison  they  scouted  tbe  idea,  and  same 
out  in  their  papers  against  us,  and  asdd  that  (her 
would  just  as  soon  expect  that  Ootl  wttadd  hear 
the  cannibals  pray  as  to  hear  £e  thfevmf  Yan- 
kees; and  they  wondered  at  dor  tsmaroy,  sad 
referred  me  specially  to  the'  sajaond  ompter  of 
Romans,  twenty-ffrst  verse,  anff  aAriaesT  a*  to 
read  it  before  I  prated  eay'tax*  "Ml  terse 
reads,  "Thou,  therefore,  wMca  tefrjfrest  another, 
teachest  thou  not  thyself*  thou  that  sjtjacfts*  t 
man  should  not  steel,  dbst  tfcoa  staflf*  TVr 
thought  to  be  accused  of  sseadhsg  *  negro  w 
a  great  thing ;  and  when  they  thought  they  had  a 
special  case  they  wanted  to  make  a  special  example 
of  it.    They  forgot  how  the  rebel  leaders  rjerjured 
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rith  an  oath  upon  them,  to  supprot  the 
l  of  United  8tates,  and  the  laws  of  the 
J  States}  how  the  v  plotted  treason  against 
government,  and  nod  'stolen  all  our  arms, 
fubbttd  the  treasury,  stolen  our  ships,  forts,  and 
arsenals  from  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
and  jet  they  accused  me  of  stealing,  when  they 
vere  the  greatest  thieves  that  ever  trod  on  God's 
LatooL  Men  complain  of  Lincoln  tyranny, 
ana  t  hey  talk  of  the  Lincoln  despotism.  This  has 
Wen  thv'u hue  and  cry. 

I  tell  you  to-night,  my  friends,  that  throughout 
«ie  length  and  breadth  of  the  Southern  Confed- 
eracy \Jw  kils  and  penitentiaries  are  full  to  over- 
There  is  not  room  to  put  the  men.  If 
*h*-  v  Hiid  tried  me  by  the  law  of  Virginia,  and  sen- 
mt  to  ten  years9  imprisonment  in  the  pen- 
SJ^tnur)  in  Richmond,  they  would  have  had  to 
,Ui  tki  a  room  for  me.   What  is  true  of  Richmond 
**  Uu<>  of  the  rest  of  the  South.   The  jails  are  full 
*  bo  love  their  country  and  the  stars  and 
*%fpti ;  men  who  would  not  swear  by  Jeff  Davis  j 
woo  would  not  take  an  oath  to  support  the  South- 
ern Confederacy ;  men  who  prefer  to  lie  in  prison 
*od  rot,  than  support  such  a  government  as  that ; 
lid  yet  with  all  this,  thousands  of  good  Union 
Ben  are  found  in  the  South  besides  those  who 
kve  been  imprisoned  for  their  loyalty,  or  mur- 
dered in  cola  blood.    You  talk  about  Lincoln 
despotism !  No  man  ever  lost  his  life  under  Lin- 
coln tyranny.   I  wish  you  knew  something  about 
tyranny.   I  have  seen  them  come  into  churches, 
where  men  were  quietly  worshipping,  and  take 
conscripts  out  of  the  church  at  t^c  point  of  the 
bayonet,  and  force  them  into  the  rebel  army ;  take 
them  away  from  the  house  of  God  —  take  their 
sons,  brotners,  husbands,  and  march  them  off  to 
oamp.   That  is  the  way  they  do  down  South, 
They  conscript  everything  there :  old  men,  young 
men,  and  boys,  into  the  army,  and  they  all  have 
to  go,  or  go  to  prison. 

Now  a  word  about  their  pay.  These  rebel  sol- 
diers get  eleven  dollars  per  month  in  Confederate 
money,  and  a  barrel  of  potatoes  costs  sixteen  dol- 
lars, a  barrel  of  flour  forty  dollars.  How  much 
can  these  rebel  soldiers  do  towards  supporting 
their  families  ?  Their  wages  amount  to  about  two 
and  a  half  or  three  cents  per  day  for  their  services, 
and  vet,  by  the  tyranny  of  their  government,  they 
are  rorced  from  their  homes  and  their  families,  into 
the  rebel  ranks. 

Some  of  the  men  of  this  country  complain  ubout 
their  heavy  taxes,  and  how  much  they  have  got 
to  pay  to  carry  on  this  war.  The  rebel  is  taxed 
one  tenth  of  all  that  he  may  raise  to  support  the 
government,  and  if  Hie  government  should  need 
the  balance  they  compel  mm  to  sell  it  to  the  gov- 
ernment for  the  price  that  they  see  fit  to  put  on 
it  Thus  yon  see  they  take  one  tenth  without 
giving  anything,  and  fix  their  own  price  on  the 
balance,  and  pay  for  it  in  Confederate  money. 
Should  you  ever  come  under  such  a  tyranny  as 
that,  voir  will  then  know  what  tyranny  is ;  but 
God  forbid  that  yon  should  ever  be  in  the  condi- 
tion of  the  rebels  under  the  Jeff  Davis  tyranny ; 
and  under  this  tyranny  the  rebel  soldier,  if  he  goes 


forward  he  dies,  and  if  he  turns  back  he  dies. 
Death  stares  him  in  the  face  turn  and  look  which 
way  he  will,  and  the  rebel  soldier,  for  want  of  suf- 
ficient food,  is  pale  and  haggard,  and  they  look 
gloomy  and  disconsolate. 

The  speaker  then  referred  to  the  determination 
of  the  rebel  leaders  to  push  this  war  to  the  bitter, 
bitter  end,  and  to  use  every  means  in  their  power 
to  establish  their  independence ;  and  he  would  say 
that  the  more  we  do  to  raise  men  and  support  this 
administration  and  sustain  the  government,  the 
sooner  will  this  rebellion  be  put  down.  There  is 
no  other  way  but  to  fight  it  through.  There  is 
no  peace  on  this  continent  but  in  the  restoration 
of  tne  Union  and  in  the  suppression  of  this  rebellion. 

Let  me  say  in  conclusion,  that  when  1  again 
saw  the  stars  and  stripes  floating  in  the  breeze,  it 
was  a  blessed  sight ;  and  when  we  were  to  be 
delivered  to  the  united  States  authorities,  mv 
heart  beat  rapidly.  I  was  nervous  and  excited. 
I  thought  that  ufter  all  something  might  come  up, 
and  that  we  might  have  to  be  marched  bock  to 
Ltbby  Prison.  I  did  not  fully  decide  the  ques- 
tion then  whether  I  would  die  on  the  spot  or  go 
back. 

The  speaker  then  referred  to  the  rebel  soldier}', 
and  believed  that  many  of  them  were  not  true  to 
the  South,  and  only  waited  for  deliverauco  from 
their  tyranny ;  and  that  all  over  the  South,  as  soon 
as  our  armies  advanced  in  sufficient  force,  thou- 
sands of  Union  men  would  rise  up  and  assert  their 
allegiance  to  the  old  government. 

Among  the  many  incidents  related  by  the  speak- 
er, we  refer  to  a  single  instance  of  an  infidel  Sur- 
geon, who  said  that  he  had  never  seen  but  one 
passage  of  Scripture  fulfilled  in  Libby  Prison,  and 
that  was,  "  Seek  and  ye  sUiaU  JituL"  After  we  bod 
been  in  prison  for  some  time,  and  had  been  pray- 
ing for  tne  prison  doors  to  be  opened,  the  Surgeon 
ridiculed  the  idea,  and  said  we  had  been  pray- 
ing a  long  time  that  the  prison  doors  might  be 
opened,  and  that  we  had  got  no  answer  to  our 
pruyer ;  while  the  prospect  was  that  the  surgeons, 
on  account  of  the  great  need  of  their  services  in 
the  army,  would  De  delivered  in  preference  to 
chaplains.  Yet  the  prison  doors  were  opened,  and 
the  chaplains  stepped  out,  while  the  surgeons 
were  left  behind.  I  declare  to  you  to-night,  my 
friends,  that  I  believe  my  deliverance  was  in  an- 
swer to  the  prayers  of  God's  people  in  my  behalf. 
The  speaker  urged  upon  all  the  value  of  prayer 
for  the  soldiers  and  the  captives,  and  the  necessity 
of  all  loyal  men  doing  all  in  their  power  to  assist 
in  alleviating  the  sufferings  of  the  soldiers  who 
are  fighting  the  battles  of  our  country. 


Doc.  11. 

ST.  JOHN'S  RIVER  EXPEDITION. 

BEPOKT  OF  UEUT.-COMMAWDEB  BREESE. 

United  States  Gunboat  Ottawa,  / 
Off  Bay  Point,  May  28, 1864.  f 

Sib  :  In  compliance  with  your  instructions  of 
the  twenty-second  instant,  I  got  under  way  in 
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this  vessel,  with  the  Columbine  in  company,  and 
proceeded  to  Ficolata,  where  I  had  a  consultation 
with  General  Gordon  on  the  subject  of  the  expe- 
dition. It  was  arranged  that  I  should  take  two 
hundred  and  seventy  troops  on  board  this  vessel 
and  one  hundred  on  board  the  Columbine,  and 

{)roceed  with  them  opposite  to  Pilatka,  and  there 
and  them :  the  Columbine  to  retain  thirty  of  hers 
on  board  as  a  guard.  The  steamer  Houghton 
accompanied  us  with  General  Gordon  and  about 
three  hundred  men.  At  4.15  P.  M.  we  arrived  at 
Pilatka,  where  the  troops  were  disembarked,  and 
the  Columbine  and  this  vessel  proceeded  up  the 
river.  I  sent  the  Columbine  ahead,  as  she  was 
the  faster,  and  the  object  was  to  reach  Volusia  as 
soon  as  possible.  The  Columbine  was  protected 
by  fifty  sand  bags  and  some  bales  of  hay.  I  en- 
joined caution  on  the  Captain,  and  directed  him  to 
make  the  best  of  his  way  to  Volusia,  and  take 
our  troops  on  board  if  they  were  there,  and  return 
immediately  j  and  if  they  had  been  captured  to 
return  at  once.  The  understanding  between  the 
General  and  myself  was,  that  I  should  go  on  up  as 
far  as  the  pilot  could  take  the  vessel,  which  I  thought 
would  be  about  Brown's  Landing,  two  or  three 
hundred  yards  above  Dunn's  Creek.  At  7.20  P.  M. 
of  the  twenty-second  instant  I  came  to  anchor 
off  Brown's  Landing,  about  two  hundred  and  fifty 
yards  distant,  and  just  astern  of  us  the  Houghton 
anchored.  Not  knowing  why  she  came  up,  I  took 
the  dingey  and  went  on  board  to  ascertain,  when 
I  was  informed  that  the  General  thought  it  best 
that  she  should  be  under  the  protection  of  this 
vessel  during  the  absence  of  the  troops.  I  had 
scarcely  been  told  this  when  I  was  startled  by  the 
report  of  a  field-piece  fired  at  the  Ottawa.  I  im- 
mediately jumped  into  mv  boat  and  returned  to 
the  ship'  before  she  had  fired  a  shot  in  return ; 
but  she  was  all  prepared,  and  in  the  act  of  firing. 
At  7.60  engaged  the  enemy,  and  fired  by  the  flash 
of  their  guns ;  we  could  distinguish  nothing  else. 
The  enemy  had  four  field-pieces,  of  from  six  to 
twelve  pounders  I  should  judge,  and  fired  shell, 
grape,  and  solid  shot  at  us  and  the  Houghton. 
The  firing  was  quite  rapid  at  first  and  very  accu- 
rate, but  after  the  third  discharge  of  the  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-pounder  rifle  they  ceased  firing  en- 
tirely, and  retreated  I  presume. 

This  vessel  was  struck  by  grape  thirty-seven 
times,  and  received  a  shell  through  the  smoke- 
stack, carrying  away  also  the  mainstay;  fortu- 
nately there  were  no  casualties.  The  chain  was 
shipped  as  soon  aa  possible  to  get  the  vessel  in 
motion,  as  we  were  too  good  a  target  for  them. 
The  firing  was  continued  on  our  side  until  9.20  P.  M 
some  time  after  the  enemy  had  ceased,  because  I 
was  not  certain  but  what  he  might  be  lurking  some- 
where on  the  banks,  and  I  spread  the  fire  along  the 
river.  At  9.45  p.  M.  anchored  off  the  mouth  of 
Dunn's  Creek.  At  nine  A.  M.,  on  the  twenty-third, 
got  under  way  and  weighed  anchor,  whieh  had 
been  shipped.  The  vessel  was  not  again  fired 
upon.  The  landing  would  scarcely  be  noticed, 
the  woods  were  very  dense,  and  the  undergrowth 
extends  to  the  water's  edge.  I  do  not  know 
whether  we  inflicted  any  damage  upon  the  enemy 
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or  not,  but  presume  we  did,  or  he  wmM  m  bt 
ceased  firing  so  soon.   I  did  nut  feel  jiuiiU  i 
landing  a  boat,  aa  it  would  be  in  xh  ■ 
upon.    It  is  with  pleasure  jl  ■ 
spirited  and  manly  conduct  of  the  olficm  unilxa, 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  twentr-fourtb  w 
ger  arrived  from  General  Gordon,  M 
that  all  had  been  accomplish* 
that  could  be,  and  that  ne  wi*Wd  tau  tea 
return  to  Pilatka  and  embi 
landed  there,  and  that  he 
the  Columbine  to  return.  I 
to  Pilatka,  and  anchored  at 
an  orderly  from  General 
that  as  the  Houghton  was  not  there  he  h*fc* 
eluded  to  go  by  land  to  Orange  Mills,  uvl  tta 
embark  the  troops.   I  remained  at  mhx  & 
night,  with  the  hope  that  the  C  •hnnhht  w£ 
return,  but  heard  nothing  of  her.  At  It.iO  L% 
on  the  twenty-fourth,  anchored  at  Orange  M 
found  no  troops ;  the  General  had  emWkd  |gl 
of  his  men  on  board  of  the  Houghton,  sad  it*  *■ 
mainder  he  had  marched  across  to  Ficolata.  kkfe 
me  in  an  awkward  position,  as  the  vessel  wal! 
not  float  across  the  fiats.  ' 
seven  stragglers  left  behind 
Orange  Mills,  belonging  to  tl 
Fourty-fourth  and  One  Hundi 
New  York  volunteers.    On  the  twenty- eighth  in- 
stant crossed  the  flats  unassisted,  ami 
off  Bay  Point,  agreeably  to  your  order 

Accompanying  this  is  a  repurf,  of  a 
expended  in  the  engagement  with  the  battery. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  Livingston  Bbeese, 

Ltaxtenant-Cottmmfer,  C.  37V. 
Commander  Gse.  EL  Balch, 
Commanding  St.  John's  River  Flotilla,  JaakaoariDe, 


Doc.  12. 

EXPEDITION  TO  CUT  THE  CHARLESTON 
AND  SAVANNAH  HA1LROAD. 

REPORT  OF  REAR- ADMIRAL  DAHLGKE5. 

Flao-Stkamrk  Philadelphia,) 
Port  Rotal  Harbob,  May  28, ISSft.  J 

Sir  :  Since  my  last  nothing  of  importance  hu 
occurred.  The  blockade  is  maintained  aa  well  m 
it  can  be  with  the  present  force. 

In  the  St  John's  our  positions  are  undisturbed, 
attention  being  given  to  tracing  out  the  torpedo*! 
which  the  rebels  are  so  industriously  engaged  m 
placing  about  the  channel,  and  have  already  » 
suited  in  the  loss  of  three  transports  by  the  amy* 

On  the  twentieth  Captain  Balch.  writes  to  at: 

"  From  information  received,  by  efeserters,  it » 
believed  that  the  force  immediately  in  front  of 
Jacksonville  has  been  much  reduced ;  but  whether 
our  force  here  is  strong  enough  to  make  an  ad- 
vance is  somewhat  doubtfuL" 

When  I  returned  here,  on  the  twenty-sec  ood\ 
from  Ossabaw,  I  found  an  expedition  preparing  by 
General  Birney,  to  ascend  a  certain  stream  and 
sever  the  railroad. 

My  cooperation  being  asked,  I  directed  Lieu- 
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inder  Stone  to  take  the  McDonough, 
omraander  Phythian,)  and  the  Hale, 
r  C.  F.  Mitchell,  and  render  what- 
t  he  needed.  The  Dai-Ching,  Lieu- 
inder  Chaplin,  was  to  assist  as  far  as 
permitted.  Two  boat  howitzers  and 
of  marines  were  added, 
ion  left  this  place  on  Wednesday, 
riday  the  army  transports  returned, 
aphed  that  the  affair  was  a  failure, 
on  the  part  of  the  army  of  a  fine 
.mer,  the  Boston,  which  grounded 
d  was  destroyed  to  prevent  falling 

1  of  the  rebels ;  some  lives  were  lost, 
y  horses  were  burned. 

id  McDonough  did  not  return  until 
,  not  having  been  informed  of  the 
troops. 

of  the  commanding  naval  officers 
gunboats  did  the  part  assigned  them 
md  without  loss. 

Commander  Stone  was  senior  officer 
;  Lieutenant-Commander  Chaplin 
te  Dai-Chine;  Lieutenant-Comman- 
commanded  the  McDonough ;  and 
•  Mitchell  the  £.  B.  Hale.  I  enclose 
these  officers. 

utelle,  of  the  United  States  Coast 
tit  usual  zeal,  accompanied  the  gun- 
Vixen,  and  skilfully  piloted  them 
lings  of  the  narrow  channel, 
opportunity  of  making  my  acknowl- 
he  eminent  head  of  the  Const  Sur- 
r  Bache,  for  the  many  advantages 
derived,  while  in  command  here, 
rate  surveys  executed  by  his  orders. 

2  and  practical  excellence  have  never 
d  in  any  country,  and  have  rendered 
lie  in  conducting  operations  in  this 
have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant,' 
J.  A.  Dahlorln', 
Admiral,  commanding  S.  A.  It.  Squadron. 

Welles, 

oratory  of  tbe  Nary. 

fS  FROM  LIEUT.-COM.  E.  £.  STONE. 

.TES  8TKAMFR  VlXEW,  OFF  MOUTH  OF  I 

1  Koisto  Rivkb,  8.  C,  May  25,  18W.  j 

e  receipt  of  this  order  you  will  im- 
pare  to  accompany  General  Birney 
oo  River.  Captain  Bout  el  le,  U.  S. 
informs  me  that  you  will  have  no 
you  arrive  at  Bennett's  Point,  at 
the  Mosauito  Creek,  (marked  A  in 
ying  tracing,)  at  which  point  you 
e  difficulty  in  turning,  alter  which 
he  channel  on  the  port  hand.  The 
going  is  to  act  as  a  cover  and  feint, 
ney  will  land  to-night  at  the  mouth 
/reek,  and  take  up  his  line  of  march 
wards  the  Savannah  and  Charleston 
h  it  is  his  intention  to  cut  if  possible, 
se  communicate  with  the  General, 
ery  assistance  in  your  power,  having 


due  regard  to  the  safety  of  your  ship.  When  the 
expedition  returns  you  will  resume  your  station. 

I  shall  proceed  up  the  South  Edisto  with  the 
Vixen,  McDonough,  and  Hale,  and  to-morrow 
morning  open  on  Willstown  if  I  can  get  near 
enough ;  therefore  you  will  understand  any  heavy 
firing  in  that  direction. 

I  send  you  a  tracing  of  the  proposed  route  and 
points : 

A.  Bennett's  Point. 

B.  As  far  aa  I  think  it  prudent  for  you  to  go. 

C.  The  point  at  which  I  propose  to  land  two 
howitzers  and  a  few  marines,  in  case  1  cannot  get 
up  to  Willstown  with  the  vessels. 

Proposed  route  of  General  Birney. 
You  will  find  General  Birney  on  board  of  the 
Plato,  a  small  side-wheel  steamer. 
Hoping  you  will  have  a  merry  time, 
I  remain  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Edward  E.  Stonk, 

LJeatenant-Commaxider  U.  8.  Navy. 

Lieut-Corn.  J.  C.  Chaplin, 
U.  S.  Steamer  Dai-Cuing. 

REPORT  OF  LIEUT.-COM.  E.  E.  STONE. 

United  States  Stbaxkr  Chippewa,  ) 
Pokt  Uoyal  Harbor,  S.  C,  May  27,  l*ti4.  ) 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  twenty- 
fourth- instant,  I  proceeded  with  the  McDonough, 
Hale,  and  Vixen,  to  and  up  the  South  Edisto 
River,  as  far  as  Governor  Aiken's  plantation,  on 
Jehossee  Island,  at  which  point  I  landed  the  ma- 
rines and  two  howitzers  on  field  carriages,  who 
were  ordered  to  cross  the  plantation  to  a  point  as 
near  Willstown  as  they  could  get.  I  sent  a  boat 
to  the  point  agreed  upon  with  General  Birney, 
with  the  expectation  of  communicating  with  him, 
but  was  disappointed,  novidette  having  been  found. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-sixth,  at  thirty- 
five  minutes  past  seven,  I  opened  with  the  howit- 
zers on  Willstown,  and  in  the  supposed  direction 
of  the  battery,  which  we  afterwards  discovered 
from  the  window  of  one  of  the  mills,  but  entirely 
out  of  range.  As  soon  as  the  fog  lifted,  the  ves- 
sels were  ordered  up  aa  far  aa  it  was  deemed  pru- 
dent to  go,  and  fire  opened  at  half  past  eleven  in 
the  direction  of  the  battery  and  houses  at  Wills- 
town,  by  the  rifle  guns  of  the  McDonough  and 
Hale.  After  firing  for  a  couple  of  hours  orders 
were  given  for  the  vessels  to  return  to  the  pre- 
vious anchorage,  and  for  the  marines  and  howit- 
zers to  fall  back  to  the  place  of  debarkation.  I 
despatched  an  armed  boat  through  Mosquito 
Creek  to  communicate  with  the  Dai-Ching,  be- 
ing anxious  to  learn  the  cause  of  a  large  fire  ob- 
served to  the  westward,  and  the  whereabouts  of 
General  Birney.  On  her  return,  at  three  o'clock 
in  the  morning  of  the  twenty-seventh,  I  received 
th<*  melancholy  news  of  the  disaster  to  the  steamer 
Boston,  and  that  the  General  had  returned  to 
Port  Royal;  whereupon  the  marines  and  how- 
itzers were  ordered  on  board,  and  at  daylight  we 
proceeded  down  the  river,  en  route  for  this  place, 
where  we  arrived  this  evening.  For  the  details  of 
the  loss  of  the  Boston,  and  the  part  taken  by  the 
Dai-Ching,  in  compliance  with  my  orders,  are  fully 
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set  forth  in  the  accompanying  report  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Commander Chaplin.  Although  we  did 
not  meet  the  enemy,  I  am  confident,  from  the 
alacrity  and  cheerfulness  with  which  mv  orders 
were  obeyed,  that  the  naval  portion  of  the  expe- 
dition would  have  brought  back  a  far  different 
account  than  that  which  must  be  told  of  the  army. 

Enclosed  you  will  please  find  a  copy  of  my 
orders  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Chaplin,  and  a 
sketch  showing  the  points  occupied  and  covered 
by  the  forces  under  my  command.  Hoping  I  have 
carried  out  your  instructions  to  your  entire  satis- 
faction,       I  remain  respectfully, 

Your  ooedient  servant, 

Edwabd  E.  Stone, 

Untenant- Commsnder  U.  S.  N»ry. 
Bear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Commanding  8.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Fort  Royal  Harbor,  S.C. 

REPORT  OF  LIRUT.-COM.  J.  C.  CHAPLIN. 

Uirrncn  States  Steamer  Dai-Ching,  ) 
Saixt  Uklkx  a  Sound,  May  21, 1864.  J 

Admiral:  In  obedience  to  orders  from  Lieu- 
tenant-Commander Stone  to  cooperate  with  Gen- 
eral Birney,  in  his  expedition  to  cut  the  Charles- 
ton and  Savannah  Railroad,  I  have  to  report  as 
follows : 

The  transports,  with  the  exception  of  the  Bos- 
ton, arrived  nere  at  half  past  six  p.  MM  May  twen- 
ty-fifth. I  immediately  called  on  General  Bir- 
ney for  instructions,  telling  him  I  had  no  pilot, 
but  thought  I  could  find  one  on  Ash  Island.  He 
replied,  if  I  did  not  find  one  he  would  send  the 
Captain  of-  the  transport  Wyoming  to  pilot  this 
vessel  up  in  the  morning ;  but  in  the  mean  time 
to  send  the  Wild  Cat  outside  to  bring  in  the  Bos- 
ton. All  the  steamers  proceeded  up  the  Ashapoo, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Boardman,  which  ground- 
ed near  the  mouth  of  the  river.  The  Boston  ar- 
rived about  this  time.  I  sent  Acting  Ensign 
Nelson  on  board  the  Boardman  to  render  assist- 
ance, as  he  knew  the  channel ;  Mr.  Nelson  after- 
wards went  on  board  of  the  Boston  to  pilot  her  to 
Bennett's  Point.  On  his  arrival  at  Mosquito 
Creek  he  informed  Colonel  Montgomery  that  that 
was  the  place  where  the  landing  was  to  be  made. 
Colonel  Montgomery,  seeing  a  steamer  standing 
up  the  river,  said  his  orders  were  to  follow.  Mr.  i 
Nelson  said  he  could  pilot  no  farther.  The  Bos- 1 
ton  still  kept  on,  and  got  in  shore,  under  Chap- 1 
man's  battery,  about  midnight  At  daylight,  a 
pilot  having  been  found,  I  started  up  the  river  to 
carry  out  my  orders ;  while  under  way  an  Aid  of 
General  Birney's  came  on  board  and  informed  me 
of  the  grounding  of  the  Boston,  and  the  General 
thought  it  useless  for  me  to  attempt  to  get  up, 
and  to  send  our  pilot  and  two  boats  to  him.  The 
pilot  of  this  vessel  was  confident  he  could  carry 
the  ship  ud  with  safety  *  then  the  Aid  said  I  had 
better  try  it,  as  we  could  render  them  valuable 
assistance  in  ease  of  danger.  I  proceeded  at  once 
up  the  river  to  the  point  where  the  Boston  was  in 
snore,  and  on  my  arrival  found  the  enemy  firing 
briskly  on  her  from  the  battery,  and  nearly  all  of 
the  troops  ashore  in  the  marsh,  having  thrown 
away  their  arms  and  accoutrements,  and,  inman> 
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instances,  their  clothing.  I  immediately  opesi 
fire  from  all  of  our  guns,  and  in  a  ray  fet  ex- 
its* silenced  the  battery  The  smr  ronw 
Plato  then  proceeded  to  the  Boston,  valuta 
easionally  for  two  hours  without  a  raposa, 

J  called  on  the  General  again,  aniaadil 
could  be  of  service  in  getting  her  o(<**av 
public  property.  He  replied,  MNoi*taUU 
already  sent  one  of  the  Ilet^bingt  be*,* 
one  or  his  own  officers  up  to  set  her.  osai,ei 
requested  me  to  send  another  m  tow  of  taiftlH 
however,  before  she  arrived  the  tsskL  was 
flames,  having  on  board  some  sixty  hones 

After  the  rebels  got  the  range,  every  ihotsna 
the  steamer ;  fortunately  none  were  kQled  bfli 
ire  of  the  enemy,  but  some  seven  or  agbLv* 
drowned  in  their  hurried  attempt  to  aatsaaW 
It  was  supposed  she  had  been  struct  ewesnc 
eighty  times,  one  or  two  shots  going;  Iknsakfe  I 
boiler.   The  colored  troops,  being  in  a  posna  1 
where  they  could  not  return  the  fire,  sssnais 
have  been  panic-stricken,  and  Mr.  KaUoa  emit 
Was  as  much  as  the  officers  oould  do  token  mm  1 
from  crowding  into  the  boats  and  swamphgUss 
At  eleven  a.  it  the  Genenal  started  asm  to 
Bennett's  Point  to  embark  his  troops,  ss  tatsV 
ject  of  the  expedition  failed.    The  Dst-Oif 
followed  to  cover  embarkation.  At  two  r.*,ta» 
troops  being  all  on  board  the  transport!,  the; 
started  down  the  river ;  we  followed,  coverineali 
retreat,  and  anchored  off  Otter  Island  at  3JQi 

It  was  the  impression  of  Acting  Ensues  Kehn 
and  Sheppard  that  the  Boston  could  have  ban 
gotten  off ;  at  all  events,  the  horses  ought  sir 
been  saved,  as  the  Plato  waa  alongside,  of  bar  fcr 
some  time  before  she  was  set  on  five,  and  mt  i 
shot  fired  at  them  by  the  rebels. 
Very  resneotfully, 

Vour  obedient  servant, 

J.  C-  Chafux, 
Tlflimiat  CnimiVr 
Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  DaHLGBSlf, 
Commanding  8.  A.  B.  8q*atam. 

Doc.  18. 

CAPTURE  OF  THE  STEAMER  COLTJHHOTC. 
BKPOBT  OF  BXABp-ADXIBAL  DAHLG10. 

FtAO-gSnr  PBTTLAVSTMlA,  ) 

Poet  Botal  H  range,  Sovth  Casoluui  [ 
Haya^  iSIL  > 

Snt:  I  Wc  just  received,  by  the  eourUftV^ 
General  Foster,  the  enclosed  diwpa* 
from  GenenJ   Gordon,  now    command  in g  tl: 
troops  at  Jacksonville,  from  which  it  will  Ik?  per- 
ceived that  the  Col  urn)  dne  ho*  U 
The  loss  will  be  much  felt,  because  this  bum  d 
the- few  steamers  that  1  have  of  aucu  lif  hi  draught- 
Captain  Bnlch  will,  no  doubt,  ruport  lb*  dttifr 
when  he  get*  them.   I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Very  reSpectfuuy. 

Your  obedient  i 


Sear-Admiral, 

Han.  QtoitOY  NViAAaa; 


.A.  Dahlgbeh, 

r  8.  A.  &  Squad** 
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ATCH  OF  BUIG.-GKX.  G.  II.  GORDON. 

HKADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  Of  FLORIDA,  | 

Jacksonville,  Flobida,  Mar  27,  1804.  { 
AIN :  I  have  to  report  that  on  the  night  of 
ntieth  instant  I  received  from  Colonel  No- 
imanding  forces  east  of  St.  John's  River, 
tion  that  a  force  of  about  fifteen  men  and 
oer  had  been  captured  by  the  enemy,  who 
used  the  river  and  surprised  the  post.  On 
rning  of  the  twenty-first  I  advanced  Col- 
)ble  a  communication,  in  which  I  ordered 
withdraw  his  guards  from  the  river  oppo- 
lusia  and  Saunders.  On  the  night  of  the 
first  I  received  another  communication 
olonel  Noble  stating  that  a  force  less  in 
than  that  at  Wclaka  had  been  captured  ; 
)  enemy,  reported  to  be  four  hundred  (4(H)) 
were  said  to  be  pushing  northward  on  the 
le  of  the  river.  I  received  the  last  com- 
mon at  about  eleven  at  night.  In  an  hour 
d  for  the  nearest  point  to  that  threatened, 
d  with  me  in  the  steamer  Charles  liough- 

>  hundred  (200)  men  from  this  garrison, 
request  Captain  Balch  ordered  two  gun- 
d  accompany  me,  the  Ottawa  and  little 
ag  Columbine.  At  Picolata  I  added  to  my 
c  (6)  companies  of  Colonel  Beecher*s  regi- 
nd  all  the  available  force  of  the  One  Hun- 
d  Fifty-seventh  New  York  regiment,  num- 
in  all  about  six  hundred  and  fifty  (650)  or 
undred  (700)  men.  I  was  obliged  to  use 
ral  boats,  as  well  as  the  Houghton,  to 
rt  the  troops.  On  Sunduy,  the  twenty- 
iiutant,  I  arrived  at  the  landing  opposite 

My  movements  had  been  slightly  de- 
y  time  expended  at  Picolata  in  filling  sand 
.o  cotton  or  hay  bales,  save  one  of  the  lat- 
ng  available)  to  render  (he  little  tug  Col- 
less  vulnerable.  I  designed  running  the 
the  river  to  Volusia  to  protect  that  portion 
ttened,  which  I  could  not  doubt  from  the 
of  Colonel  Noble.  Although  my  march 
gthened  by  disembarking  opposite  Pilatka, 
lot  deem  it  prudent  to  convey  troops  far- 
the  St.  John's.   The  Ottawa  was  to  con- 

>  the  mouth  of  Dunn's  Creek  to  afford  all 
;  protection  to  the  Columbine.   The  Col- 
was  ordered  to  proceed  immediately  to 

i  and  afford  all  possible  assistance  to  the 
t  Volusia.  The  Houghton  was  to  await 
orders,  and  was  to  keep  near  the  Ottawa 

rrotection.  I  directed  my  march  towards 
from  St.  Augustine  to  the  crossing  of  the 
reek,  thence  to  Volusia. 
I  sent  on  the  evening  of  the  twenty-first  a 
h  to  Colonel  Noble,  saying  that  I  should 
>r  this  position,  and  directing  him  to  keep 
.  to  the  same  point,  and  beyond  if  practica- 
his  available  infantry  and  cavalry, 
•e  thus  stated  all  the  movements  ordered 
mmenced  from  Saturday  night  at  twelve 
until  Sunday  at  four  P.  M. 
re  the  Columbine  started  I  placed  on  board 
at  the  request  of  Commander  Breese,  of 
uw*f  m  guard  of  twenty-five  men  and  two 


officers  of  Colonel  Beecher's  regiment.  I  in- 
formed her  commander  that  I  should  press  for- 
ward with  my  troops  in  the  direction  in  which  she 
was  going ;  that  I  would  afford  him  all  assistance 
as  soon  as  I  could  reach  him ;  that  I  should  not 
consider  the  discharge  of  his  artillery  as  an  indi- 
cation that  he  was  in  danger.  This  was  assented 
to  by  the  commander  of  the  Columbine,  who  said 
he  would  throw  up  a  rocket  if  he  was  in  danger. 

My  march  was  prolonged  into  night.  I  accom- 
plished about  nine  miles,  and  encamped  on  the 
north  side  of  Haw  Creek.  This  creek  is  impass- 
able but  by  boats.  I  heard  a  great  deal  of  firing 
from  artillery  in  the  direction  of  the  mouth  ot 
Dunn's  Creek,  but  saw  no  rocket,  and  hod  no 
despatches.  I  presumed  the  firing  to  be  the  or- 
dinary shelling  of  the  woods  by  the  gunboats.  I 
pressed  forward  on  Monday  morning,  making 
that  day  about  thirty  miles.  I  encamped  at  night 
at  the  crossing  of  Haw  Creek.  I  found  Colonel 
Noble  had  pushed  his  infantry  four  (4)  miles  far- 
ther, and  tliat  his  cavalry  was  at  Volusia. 

The  garrison  at  Volusia  was  safe,  no  rebels  this 
side  of  the  river.  The  two  small  posts  at  Welaka 
and  Saunders  captured,  shamefully  surrendered, 
I  hear — not  a  gun  fired.  I  have  ordered  full  re- 
ports to  be  made,  which  I  will  transmit  when  re- 
ceived. I  found  the  country  people  quite  excited, 
and  quite  confident  that  the  enemy,  seven  hun- 
dred (700)  strong,  were  at  the  crossing  of  Haw 
Creek.  Indeed,  from  reports,  I  had  reason  to  be- 
lieve some  truth  in  this. 

On  Tuesday  morning,  the  twenty-third,  I  di- 
rected Colonel  Noble  to  send  the  cavalry  down 
the  country  to  drive  in  herds  of  beef  cattle,  which 
it  is  well  known  are  going  towards  rebel  armies. 
I  also  directed  him  to  tell  the  Columbine  to  go 
down  the  river,  that  I  had  no  further  use  of  her. 
The  infantry  I  ordered  to  concentrate  at  camp, 
nine  miles  south  of  St  Augustine,  at  that  place, 
and  at  Picolata.  The  two  hundred  of  the  One 
Hundred  and  Forty-fourth  were  ordered  to  return 
to  Jacksonville.  My  reasons  for  this  disposition, 
and  my  views  of  the  only  mode  of  operating  with 
infantry  in  this  country  of  immense  distances  and 
illimitable  pine  deserts,  I  have  given  to  the  com- 
manding General  in  a  private  letter.  Having  ac- 
complished all  I  could,  I  did  not  deem  it  advisable 
to  attempt  to  pursue  the  enemy  across  the  river ; 
and  being  totally  unprepared  to  do  it,  if  1  had 
thought  it  advisable,  as  1  had  no  boats,  and  hav- 
ing no  rations,  and  no  transportation  for  any  with 
me,  I  made  my  way  back  to  the  landing  at  Pico- 
lata, to  take  the  steamer  Houghton  to  Jackson- 
ville. I  reached  the  river  on  Tuesday,  the  twenty- 
third,  at  about  four  o'clock  p.  m. 

A  despatch  from  the  Ottawa,  at  the  mouth  of 
Dunn's  Creek,  to  whom  I  sent  my  Aid,  gave  me 
the  first  information  that  the  enemy  had  opened 
with  artillery  on  Sundaynight  on  the  Houghton 
and  on  the 'gunboat.  The  Houghton  had  got 
under  way  and  proceeded  down  stream ;  she  was 
struck  three  times  with  twelve-pound  solid  shot, 
once  amidships  and  near  walking  beam.  No  great 
harm  done.  I  proceeded  to  Otuu&q  ^V^v&^  «r\ 
there  found  the  Houghton.  lYn*  mwurc^  *  to- 
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port  from  Colonel  Noble  informed  me  of  the  loss 
of  the  tug  Columbine,  and  capture  of  most  of 
those  on  board.  Colonel  Noble  writes  me  that 
some  (he  does  not  say  how  many)  of  the  Thirty- 
fifth  colored  had  made  their  way  to  Haw  Creek, 
and  had  (riven  this  information.  They  sav  that 
on  Monday  night,  the  twenty-third,  opposite  rlorse 
Landing,  the  Columbine  was  opened  upon  as  she 
was  coming  down  the  river;  that  she  was  dis- 
abled by  the  enemy's  artillery,  and  was  captured 
by  two  hundred  of  the  enemy.  It  was  on  Tues- 
day, the  twenty-fourth,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  that 
I  communicated  with  the  Ottawa,  then  lying  at 
the  mouth  of  Dunn's  Creek,  and  within  five  miles 
of  Horse  Landing.  The  Ottawa  had  been  here 
since  Sunday,  and  yet  she  knew  nothing  of  the 
report   This  morning  my  cavalry  captured  a 

Ensoner,  who  says  that  Dickerson  (rebel)  says  he 
as  captured  a  "  little  boat  and  two  small  guns ; " 
that  he  has  "  burned  the  boat" 

It  seems,  therefore,  that  this  firing  on  Sunday 
night  was  by  the  enemy's  artillery.  This  fact 
was  not  communicated  to  me  until  Tuesday  after- 
noon, too  late  to  do  anything  for  the  Columbine, 
if,  indeed,  anything  could  have  been  done  for  her. 
I  deem  it  fortunate  that  I  did  not  attempt  to  run 
farther  up  the  river  than  Picolata  with  my  troops. 
I  will  submit  further  facts  in  relation  to  the  loss 
of  the  Columbine  and  the  capture  of  the  two  posts 
at  Welaka  and  Saunders  as  soon  as  received. 
While  regretting  the  losses,  and  condemning 
whatever  there  may  have  been  reprehensible  in 
the  conduct  of  the  commanders  at  Welaka  and 
Saunders,  I  feel  keenly  the  disaster  to  the  Colum- 
bine and  her  gallant  crew,  resulting,  as  it  did,  in 
the  attempt  to  relieve  my  command. 

My  reconnoissanoe  to  the  front,  of  the  twenty- 
fifth,  has  developed  the  fact  that  there  is  no  enemy 
at  Camp  Fiimegan.  I  captured  a  prisoner  this 
morning,  who  confirms  the  fact 

The  force  in  Florida  is  as  follows :  At  Camp 
Milton,  of  the  8econd  Florida  cavalry,  Colonel 
McCormick,  (effective  men,)  six  hundred  (600 ;) 
artillery,  two  (2}  small  pieces.  Camp  Milton  and 
McCurth's  Creek  strongly  fortified.  At  Baldwin, 
no  troops,  strong  fortification,  two  pieces  of  artil- 
lery. At  Trestle,  across  the  St  Mary's,  being 
fortified  at  this  time  by  negroes.  State  troops 
raised  for  state  defence — three  companies  ex- 
pected daily  at  Milton,  and  two  thousand  (2,000) 
in  all  looked  for.  Captain  Dickerson's  cavalry 
has  two  hundred  (200)  effective  men  stationed  at 
Pilatka.  Dunham's  artillery  of  light  pieces  on 
St.  John's  River,  near  Welaka,  Saunders,  and 
Horse  Landing. 

I  am,  Captain,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

George  H.  Gordon, 

Brigadier  Qeattml,  commanding. 

Captain  Bukger, 

 \  AxUataBt-Qeacral,  Department  Sooth. 


REPORT  OF  REAR-ADMIRAL  DAHLGRSH. 


Sir 


Flao-8tbamkb  Philadelphia, 
Post  Botal  Habdob,  8.  C,  June  4, 1854. 

I  enclose  herewith  a  report  from  Com 


#1 G 
•j*  - 

c»1 


John's  River,  Florida,  from  which  there  Meat  id 
be  little  doubt  of  the  capture  of  the  Coheik 
As  the  officers  and  crew  are  probably  prow, 
it  will  be  impossible  to  have  any  inTotipsa 
at  this  time.  There  is  always  more  or  leant 
in  passing  these  light  steamers  throorkatni 
streams,  where  they  are  liable  to  be  feed  sivaV 
out  any  warning  from  die  densely  wooded  baa\ 
and  cannot  turn  readily  or  manoeuvre,  wnJktka 
armament  is  too  trifling  to  be  of  modi  tenet 
Still,  when  the  operations  of  the  land  fcrtet* 
quire  such  aid,  it  is  neoessary  to  give  it  and  si ■ 
well  as  we  can. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahaib. 

Rear-Adrah*al,  commanding  &  A.  R8aaamm 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

REPORT  OF  COXMANDKR  G.  &  BALCH. 

Usiitrd  States  Rteax-Sloop  PavrsJ 
Off  Jacksonville,  Florida,  May  SB,  ISM.  I 

Admiral  :  I  regret  to  have  to  report  the  cap- 
ture of  the  Columbine  by  the  rebels  on  Mondij, 
the  twenty-third  instant,  and  under  the  foBovint 
circumstances : 

By  the  enclosed  communications  you  wSl  pa> 
ceive  that  two  of  our  posts  on  the  east  side  of  the 
St.  John's,  left  by  General  Birney,  were  captured 
by  the  enemy ;  and  another,  consisting  of  tftj 
men  at  Volusia,  was  in  imminent  danger  of  beaw 
captured.  Information  was  received  by  General 
Gordon,  at  1 1.40  p.  M.  of  the  twenty-first  instant, 
who  immediately  asked  my  assistance  in  trying 
to  save  the  post  at  Volusia.  Upon  censritson 
with  the  General,  it  was  deemed  by  us  advisable 
to  send  the  Ottawa  and  Columbine  up  the  St 
John's  — the  former  to  go  as  far  np  the  river  ss 
the  depth  of  water  would  admit,  ami  the  latter  to 
proceed  to  Volusia  with  all  despatch,  to  assist  the 
troops  at  that  point,  and  also  to  prevent  the 
enemy  from  recrossing  to  the  west  bonk  of  the  St 
John's. 

General  Gordon  embarked  his  troops  in  die 
Charles  Houghton,  and  without  delay  proceeded 
to  Picolata,  wnere  he  put  aboard  the  Ottawa  tad 
Columbine  an  additional  force,  and,  together,  pro- 
ceeded up  the  river  to  a  point  near  Pflatka,  where 
he  disembarked  his  troops  and  marched  at  once 
for  Volusia. 

The  Ottawa  and  Columbine  left  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  out  the  plan  at  agreed  upon— the 
Ottawa  anchoring  at  Brown's  Landing,  distent 
twelve  miles,  by  the  river,  torn  Pilatka;  the 
Houghton  in  company,  for  greater  protection,  by 
order  of  General  Gordon ;  the  Ctolumbiue  proceed' 
ing  without  delay  to  Volusia  bar,  which  she  reached 
at  eleven  P.  M.  of  the  twenty  second  instant 

I  herewith  transmit  the  report  of  JJewtenant- 
Commander  Breese,  of  the  Ottawa*  detains*  an 
account  of  the  attack  made  on  hia  venae]  and  the 
Houghton  by  a  rebel  battery.  You  wffl  be  pleased 
.  to  Yearn  ttota  tae  terarX  *\  Lvefttenant-Ooinmun- 


mander  BaJch,  senior  officer  present  in  the  St.\mucYito      cte&x  ot  \>&fe  d£ui«t%  «x&  ere*  <Afcas. 


det  Breeze       l^W\et^  ^na,w*wv 
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vessel-  The  engagement  took  place  on  Sunday  thing  we  can  in  rotation-  to  the  capture  of  the 
—Split-  the  twenty-second  instant,  and  the  Ottawa  Columbine,  and  thja  will  be  done  at  the  earliest 
mnained  at  anchor  off  Brown's  T-+"fli™g  till  the  moment  deemed  adviaabk i  but  as  the  General  in- 


stfternoon  of  the  twenty-fourth,  when  the  messen- 
■  (referred  to  in  lieutenant-Commander  Br  ee&e's 


the  information  from 
been  accomplished, 


Report)  arrived,  „ 
General  Gordon  that  all 

end  that  the  General  had  sent  word  to  the  Colum- 
bine to  return. 

From  Lieutenant  Commander  Breese  I  learn 
*-b*t  the  pilot  of  the  Ottawa  (one  of  the  best  on 
river)  declined  to  take  the  Ottawa  farther  up 


~*  the  depth  of  water,  but  on  account  of  the  nar-  * 
rawness  of  the  channel,  and  the  impossibility  of 
joking  the  turns  in  it  with  a  vessel  of  the  Ottawa's 
f^^gth.  It  would,  therefore,  seem  that  Lieutenant- 
^*Qtnmander  Breese  literally  obeyed  my  orders, 
^hich  were  to  go  as  far  up  the  river  as  possible. 

By  the  report  of  Colonel  W.  H.  Noble,  com- 
landing  United  States  forces  on  the  cast  side  of 
the  St,  John's,  you  will  learn  that  the  Columbine 

Vaa  captured  on  fthnday  night  by  the  enemy  at  I  ^  0f  course  it  is  impossible  to'  be 

•Hone  Landing.   This  landing  is  distant  by  the  certain  of  ^  lhe  facta  UIltil  tbfiy  ^  developed 

nam*    ■mini    nvA    milaa    annrA    ttiown'u    T  an/linr*  ...  *  •     .  -  •  -     -  « 


tends  to  move  against  the  enemy  on  the  morning 
of  the  first  of  June,  he  seems  to  think  it  better  to 
delay  taking  a  step  of  this  kind  till  he  has  accom- 
plished his  movement  The  rebel  force  in  front 
is  said  to  be  weak,  and  I  trust  he  will  succeed  in 
inflicting  a  serious  blow  on  the  enemy. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
George  B.  Balch, 

Commander,  and  Senior  Officer  present. 


IlErORT  OP  REAR-ADMIRAL  J.  A.  DAHLGREN. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia,  ) 
Off  Mobbis  Island,  June  is,  j 

Sir  :  I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  Com- 
mander Balch,  giving  some  particulars  of  the  cap- 
ture of  the  Columbine.  Tnere  is  always  some 
satisfaction  in  knowing  that  when  a  vessel  is  lost 
every  effort  has  been  made  to  prevent  it  by  a 


*irer  tome  five  miles  above  Brown's  Landing, 
'Where  the  Ottawa  was  then  at  anchor.  Lieuten- 
ant-Commander Breese,  and  his  executive  officer, 
Acting  Master  Gamble,  state  that  they  heard 
nothing  which  led  them  to  believe  that  the  Col- 
umbine was  engaged  with  the  enemy.  This  they 
account  for  by  the  dense  woods  intervening,  and 
thus  preventing  the  sound  of  the  guns  reaching 
them. 

General  Gordon  informed  me  to-day  that  he 
expected  the  men  who  had  escaped  from  the  Col- 
umbine, and  who  had  arrived  at  St.  Augustine,  to 
reach  Jacksonville  this  evening,  and  I  regret  that 
they  have  not,  as  I  was  anxious  to  see  them,  and 
get  their  statements  in  relation  to  the  capture  of 
the  Columbine,  that  I  might  transmit  them  to  you 
for  your,  information.   Colonel  Noble  has  sent 
General  Gordon  statements  from  two  of  those 
who  escaped  from  the  Columbine,  and  they  are  to 
the  effect  that  she  was  on  her  way  down  the  river, 
and  that  when  near  Horse  Landing  she  com-! 
menced  shelling  the  woods  in  that  vicinity  j  soon 
after  opening  fire,  the  enemy  opened  fire  from 
four  pieces  of  artillery,  her  rudder  chains  being 
shot  away  at  the  first  discharge,  and  that  she  ran 
aground ;  that  she  fired  on  the  enemy,  and,  from 
the  account  referred  to,  surrendered  after  being 
under  fire  from  one  hour  to  three  hours ;  these 
men  report  several  killed  and  some  eight  wounded, 
and  five  men  drowned.  It  will  be  more  satisfac- 
tory to  yon  to  have  the  statements  of  those  who 
have  escaped,  and.  at  the  earliest  moment  possi- 
ble I  will  examine  them,  and  transmit  to  you  their! 
statements. 

I  regret  exceedingly  the  loss  of  the  Columbine, 
but  I  did  not,  under  the  pressure  of  the  call 
made  upon  me,  feel  that  I  could  do  otherwise 
than  to  cooperate  to  the  utmost  to  save  our 
forces,  threatened  as  they  were,  and  which  we 
had  reason  to  believe  would  be  captured  if  vigor- 
ous and  prompt  assistance  were  not  rendered.  I 


by  a  court  of  inquiry,  which  can  only  be  instituted 
when  a  sufficient  amount  of  evidence  is  obtained. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Datilgren, 
Rear- Admiral,  commanding  8.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
ADDITIONAL  REPORT  OF  COM.  G.  B.  BALCH. 

United  States  Rteam-Sloop  Pawnee,  ) 
Off  Mayport  Mills,  Florida,  Juno  12, 1804.  J 

Admiral  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  trans- 
mit the  statement  of  Drover  Edwards,  (lands- 
man,) lately  attached  to  the  Columbine.  He 
escaped  from  that  vessel  after  she  surrendered, 
hut  oefore  the  rebels  took- possession.  He  is  in- 
telligent, and  gives  the  subjoined  statement  clear- 
ly and  with  every  appearance  of  truth.  From  his 
statement  I  rejoice  to  believe  that  the  honor  of 
the  navy  was  fully  and  gloriously  maintained; 
and  though  we  have  to  regret  the  loss  of  a  very 
useful  vessel,  still  it  is  gratifying  to  know  that  she 
was  in  the  performance  of  most  important  service, 
vis.,  the  assistance  of  our  troops,  which  were  in 
imminent  danger  of  being  out  off  by  the  enemy. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
George  B.  Balch, 

Commander,  United  States  Navy. 
Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahjlgren, 
Commanding  8.  A.  B.  Squadron  off  Charleston,  S.  C 

STATEMENT  OF  DROVER  EDWARDS,  (LANDS- 
MAN,) LATE  ATTACHED  TO  THE  COLUMBINE, 
WHO  ESCAPED  BY  SWIMMING  TO  THE  EAST 
SIDE  OF  THE  ST.  JOHN'S  ON  THE  TWENTY- 
THIRD  DAY  OF  MAY.  1804,  THE  DAY  OF  THE 
ENGAGEMENT  OF  THE  COLIrMBTNE  WITH 
THE  REBEL  BATTERY  AT  HORSE  LANDING, 
ON  THE  ST.  JOHN'S  RIVER,  FLORIDA. 

The  Columbine  arrived  at  Volusia  bar  at  half 
pait  eleven  p.  M.,  on  Sunday  night,  the  V*e\Yt<$- 
second  instant.  Nert  morning  &\waX  kq& 


have  proposed  to  General  Gordon  to  send  out  alto  communicate  with  out  iioowi  «X  VSweX. 
tiag  of  truce  for  the  purpose  of  learning  every- 1  found  all  safe.    At  noon  ^YotvOlv^,  XnenXV^aA 
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instant,  the  Columbine  started  on  her  return  j  she 
stopped  at  Wilatka,  a  landing  place  above  Horse 
Landing,  about  half*an  hour,  and  then  proceeded 
down  the  river. 

At  four  P.  M.,  when  near  Horse  Landing,  called 
all  hands  to  quarters,  and  commenced  shelling 
the  woods,  and  when  opposite  the  landing  fired 
two  more  rounds  i  the  rebels  opened  fire  from  a 
battery  distant  not  more  than  thirty  yards,  the 
forward  gun  being  struck  and  knocked  around, 
the  carriage  being  injured,  but  not  so  as  to  render 
the  gun  useless  j  and  the  wheel-ropes  being  shot 
away,  endeavors  were  made  to  repair  the  wheel- 
ropes,  but  before  this  could  be  done  she  was 
aground. 

We  continued  firing!  Captain  Sanborn  had 
given  orders  to  hook  her  on,  with  the  object  of 
endeavoring  to  run  by  the  battery,  but  she  was 
aground ;  directions  were  given  by  Captain  San- 
born to  shift  the  forward  gun  over  to  the  star- 
board side,  to  bring  it  to  bear  on  the  battery  j  this 
was  done,  and  fire  opened  again  on  the  battery. 
The  Captain  (Sanborn)  nred  every  gun,  and  this 
continued  till  about  six  P.  M.,  steady  firing. 

Many  were  killed  by  the  rebel  fire,  as  also  many 
wounded ;  estimates  the  total  killed  and  wounded 
at  twenty,  (20.) 

Captam  Daniels,  commanding  detachment  of 
thirty-fifth  United  States  colored  troops,  was 
wounded  j  saw  many  lying  in  the  gangway  killed 
and  wounded ;  I  saw  five,  drowned,  four  being 
soldiers,  and  the  other  belonged  to  the  Columbine, 
William  Moran,  (landsman,)  colored.  At  about 
six  P.  M.  Captain  Sanborn  showed  a  white  flag, 
and  surrendered.  The  rebels  hailed  and  told  him 
to  send  a  boat  ashore;  boat  was  riddled  with 
shot  j  did  not  send  a  boat.  The  rebels  sent  off 
three  boats  j  when  nearly  alongside,  I  jumped 
overboard  and  swam  to  the  east  side  of  the  river, 
and  escaped  to  the  woods.  Here  I  met  three 
soldiers  of  the  Thirty-fifth  United  States  colored 
troops,  who  had  also  jumped  overboard  ;  together 
we  made  our  way  to  St.  Augustine,  which  place 
we  reached  in  five  days. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  statement  is 
true  and  correct.  fail 

Dbover  +  Edwards. 
mark. 

Certified  to  as  the  statement  of  Drover  Ed- 
wards, (landsman,)  late  of  the  Columbine. 
June  12,  last. 

George  B.  Balch, 

United  States  Navy. 

LIST  OF  OFFICERS  AND  MEN  CAPTURED. 

Flao-Steameb  Philadelphia,  j 
Post  Royal  Harbor,  June  27,  WO*.  I 

SiB:  I  herewith  enclose,  for  the  information 
of  the  department,  list  of  the  officers  and  men  of 
the  United  States  steam-tug  Columbine,  captured 
by  the  enemv  May  twenty-third,  1864,  ana  have 
the  honor  to  oe, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear-Admlral,  commanding  8.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


mr 

Mi 
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PRISONERS  CAPTURED  MAT  3,  Kk 

F.  Sanborn,  acting  ensipn ;  J.  H.  JofanmsJ 
George  Whitney,  third  assistant  endncm ;  f  & 
Spencer,  master's  mate ;  O.  F.  Allison,  ™fe 
master's  cook;  John  Smith  and  Gc^t 
Quartermasters  •  Nicholas  FSerny.  Rtf^  M 
don,  and  J.  H.  Ellis,  firemen ;  John  MeML 
Michael  Noe,  Patrick  Kelly,  anil  Mtkt  m 
coal-heavers ;  Wiley  Bloom,  A.  Mill*,!  Hwsnp 
A.  Lewis,  George  Hall,  W.  Austin,  T.  Tarn 
W.  Wyatt,  W.  Hampton,  J.  JeuMna.^fe, 
and  J.  Harrison,  sailors ;  H.  Pearson,  ask,- 
total,  twenty-seven. 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  correct  dstat 
from  the  list  furnished  by  Major-Ueneol  Aia* 
Son,  commanding  Confederate  races  in  PVA 
Edelexibe  Math, 

Major  Sermth  Regiment  U.  S.  B.     A  All 
Headquarters  Distbict  or  Florida, 

JACKSORVILLB,  JUttB  13,  ISM. 


REPORT  OF  ACTING  ENSIGN  SASSOU. 

TTritbd  States  Steawer  Phtiamlpv 
Fort  Boyal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  Scpteatixra,** 

Sir:  It  becomes  my  painful  and  unslei 
duty  to  report  to  you  the  particulars  of  the  law 
of  the  United  States  steamer  Columbine,  snk 
my  command,  in  the  St  John's  River,  oa 
twenty-third,  1864. 

On  the  twenty-second  of  May,  at  four  a  i-l 
received  orders  by  the  army  transport  Ce*r» 
Houghton  to  report  to  Liratesmt-Comauuift 
L.  L.  Breese,  commanding  the  United  Sfos» 
steamer  Ottawa.  I  reported  to  him  at  five  a.  ft* 
and  assisted  her  in  reaching;  Pilatka.  Fran  & 
place  I  was  by  him  ordered  to  proceed  to  V« 
and  convey  such  orders  as  I  nwht  leeeiie  sen 
General  Gordon,  to  whom  he  ordered  me  teit- 
K)rt.  Reporting  to  General  Gordon  at  a  Isotisg 
opposite  Pilatka,  I  received  orders  from  Gesasl 
Gordon  to  receive  on  board  a  detaohment  of  tk 
Thirty-fifth  United  States  infantry,  (colored,)  se- 
der command  of  Captain  Daniels,  as  a  award,  «i 
verbal  orders  to  be  commnmcated  to  the  ceeaaav 
dant  of  the  post  of  Volusia,  fifty  miles  tnthsrap 
the  river. 

Leaving  Pilatka  and  the  Ottawa,  nfeh  srdsnto 
return  immediately,  at  six  p.  M.  1  roaehsd  Vaasu 

jar,  five  miles  from  Vehsua,  at  4urif  past  ekwn 
P.  v.,  when  I  dropped  anchor.  In  the  anaiiinf, 
owing  to  the  low  state  of  the  lido,  I  fbsmd  it  im- 
possible to  safely  cross  the  bar  with  the  Cohs> 
nine.  I  therefore  deapatabad  eating  MssaVt 
Mats  W.  B.  Spencer  withta  armed  loath  enw 
to  convey  General  Gordon's  orders  to  the  aan- 

naodant  of  the  post  at  Volusia,  and  letarniaaw- 
diately.  He  wae  suostssfbl  fas  so  doing,  sad  re- 
turned to  the  vessel  at  half  past  eleven  a.  a.  of 
the  twenty-third. 

Immediately  after  his  retosw,  I  weighed  anchor 
and  commenced  my  return.  1  seeppwri  n 
Bembert's  and  Welaka  oa  as*  return,  at  whvb 


Utter  place  I  obtained  As  partioulars  of  the  ea> 
"  the  Sevunt 


ture  of  a  detachment 

aetftasfc  ^toVxcvXeet  vfifisafirj , 
one  Cwgum^wej.  TAsoa 
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mediately  after  my  departure  from  Welaka  I 

0  quarters,  as  I  expected  to  be  fired  upon  by 
xy  at  Hone*  or  Cannon's  Landing.  Upon 
inff  the  point  next  above,  I  opened  fire  upon  t 
nding  and  road  above,  leading  to  it,  as  soon  i 

guns  could  be  brought  to  l>ear.  Also  giv- ' 
*e  orders  to  slow  down  and  lower  the  tor- 
catchers,  which  were  immediately  executed. 
Mild  discover  nothing  suspicious  until  di- 
-  abreast  the  landing,  distant  about  one 
red  yards,  when  two  pieces  of  artillery,  con- 
d  by  the  shrubbery  and  undergrowth,  almost' 
ltanenusly  opened  fire  upon  me.   I  instantly 

1  orders  to  hook  on,  but  unfortunately  the 
nd  shot  of  the  enemy  cut  my  wheel-chain*, 

tt  the  same  time  the  pilot  abandoned  the 
el  and  jumped  over  the  bow.  The  vessel 
est  immediately  went  ashore  upon  a  mud  bank, 
ore  the  struck,  one  of  the  enemy's  shot  struck 
main  steam-pipe,  knocking  a  hole  in  it,  caus- 
a  great  loss  of  steam.  Her  being  ashore,  and 
injury  to  the  wheel-chains,  were  reported  to 
it  nearly  the  same  moment.  I  left  the  hum- 
deck,  and  took  charge  of  the  forward  gun, 
ing  Mr.  Spencer  aft  on  the  quarter  deck  to 
the  tiller  and  hook  the  relieving  tackles,  at 
same  time  stopping  and  backing  the  engine, 
te  engineer,  Mr.  Johnson,  now  reported  the 
of  steam,  and  at  nearly  the  same  moment 
Spencer  reported  the  quarter  deck  swept  by 
enemy's  sharpshooters  and  grape,  and  the 
gun  abandoned,  and  Mr.  Davis  killed, 
now  placed  the  forward  gun  in  charge  of 
rtennaster  James  Smith,  and  repaired  to  the 
ter  deck.  I  saw  immediately  the  utter  impos- 
ts of  saving  the  vessel  unless  the  enemy  could 
ulodced.  1  now  returned  to  the  forward  gun, 
hichl  took  charge,  at  the  same  time  ordering 
Spencer  to  try  and  rally  the  infantry,  which 
now  jumping  overboard  on  all  sides  and  swim- 
;  ashore.  By  our  united  exertions  we  finally 
ped  them.  The  engineer  in  charge,  Mr. 
ison,  at  this  time  informed  me  the  engine  was 
ess,  as  one  of  the  frame  timbers  had  been  shot 

Land  locked  the  wheeL  The  officer  in  charge 
i  infantry  having  been  woanded,  the  second 
mimand  and  myself  seeing  all  hopes  of  escape 
asY,  and  the  riflemen  on  the  port  bank  of  the 
r  shooting  the  men  down  at  the  forward  gun, 
tiled  a  council  of  my  remaining  officers,  in 
:h  it  was  decided  to  surrender.  I  was  spared 
mortification  of  hauling  down  the  flag,  it 
ng  been  shot  away  in  the  early  part  of  the 
on.  It  now  became  my  humiliating  duty  to 
t  a  white  flag  to  prevent  the  further  useless 
snditure  of  human  life.  A  boat  from  the 
ny  immediately  boarded  me,  demanding  the 
ender  of  the  vessel.  I  refused  to  surrender 
the  officer  in  the  boat,  but  having  my 
.  boat,  went  on  shore  and  asked  to  see  the 
mending! officer.  I  was  immediately  presented 
Saptain  Dickerson,  Confederate  States  array, 
1  whom  I  demanded*  in  case  of  an  uncondi- 
al  surrender,  personal  safety  to  the  officers 
colored  men  on  board,  which  was  immediate- 
umranteed;  whereupon  I  surrendered  myself, 


officers,  and  crew  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  my 
vessel  a  prize  to  the  (so-called)  Confederate  States 
of  America. 

The  loss  in  killed*  wounded,  and  missing  is  as 
follows,  viz. : 

Acting  Master's  Mate  John  Davis,  while  nobly 
performing  his  duty,  killed;  privates,  five  (5) 
wounded,  sixteen  killed  and  missing. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  recommending  to  your 
favorable  notice  the  conduct  of  Acting  Third  As- 
sistant Engineer  Henry  J.  Johnson,  who  coolly 
performed  his  duty  until  the  engine  became  dis- 
abled, when  he  rendered  me  the  most  valuable 
assistance  on  deck ;  also  that  of  Acting  Master's 
Mate  W.  B.  Spencer. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  imme- 
diately after  the  removal  of  the  wounded  the 
enemy  -set  her  on  fire,  burning  her  to  the  water's 
edge,  without  removing  an  article  of  value. 

She  also  formed  the  funeral  pyre  for  those  who 
fell  while  nobly  defending  her  and  the  flag  from 
dishonor.  The  remains  of  Mr.  Davis  were  decent- 
ly interred,  covered  by  the  flag  he  loved  so  well, 
and  which  he  died  bravely  defending. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Frank  W.  Sanborn, 

Acting  Ensign,  United  State*  Navy. 
Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Daiilghkn, 
Commanding  8.  A.  II.  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

ADDITIONAL  REPORT  OP  F.  W.  SANBORN. 

U SITED  RTATK8  KTEAMKR  PHILADELPHIA,  i 

Port  Royal  Hakbok,  8.  C,  September  a,  lcttJ.  i 

Sir:  In  obedience  to. your  expressed  desire,  I 
have  the  honor  to  present  to  vou  a  report  of  my  » 
movements  since  toe  time  or  my  capture.  May 
twenty-thud,  18(11. 

On  the  evening  of  my  capture  I  was  taken  to 
Camp  Call,  the  headquarters  of  my  captor,  Cap- 
tain Dickerson,  by  whom  I  was  very  "kindly  treated, 
together  with  my  officers  and  orew. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-fourth,  at  eleven 
A.  M .,  he  gave  to  the  officers  a  wagon,  and  to  the 
wounded  a  wagon,  to  transport  them  to  Gaius- 
ville.  The  privates  were  compelled  to  march,  but 
the  officer  in  command  made  frequent  halts,  in 
order  that  the  meu  might  not  become  too  fatigued. 
We  reached  Gainaville  on  the  morning  of  the 
twenty-sixth,  and  remained  until  that  of  the 
twentn-seventh,when  we  were  placed  in  passenger 
cars  and  conveyed  to  Lake  City,  at  which  place 
we  arrived  at  twelve  r.  if.  We  remained  here 
until  the  following  morning,  when  we  took  pas- 
sage in  a  box-car  for  Madinon,  (all  the  negroes 
and  Captain  Daniels  remaining  behind,)  which 
place  we  reached  at  about  nine  a.  M.  Transporta- 
tion was  procured  for  our  baggage,  and  we  com- 
menced a  wearisome  march  for  Quitman,  which 
place  we  reached  on  the  evening  of  the  ensuing  day. 

On  the  following  morning  we  were  placed  in 
box-cars  and  taken  to  Savannah,  which  place  we 
reached  at  five  P.  M .,  and  were  marched  to  Ogle- 
thorpe barracks,  where  we  Tem&\w&.  tkV  \C\^c&\ 
this  being  the  first  time  %uvce  out  cartas*  *  w& 
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 7  

loathsome  diseases,  apd  the  meagre  food  as 
position  was  far  from  pleasant.  For  serenls* 
a  table-spoonful  of  lard  and  •  cap  of  meal  aj 
the  only  ration,  but  then  again,  on  sonesjt 


of  any  kind  covered  us,  or  we  had  been  directly 
insulted  by  the  officer  in  command. 

The  next  morning  we  were  again  placed  in  box- 
cars, and  on  the  same  evening  arrived  in  Macon. ,  . 

From  the  depot  a  guard  of  Georgians  took  us  in  j  our  ration  would  consist  of  a  loaf  of  stater  £ 
charge,  and  marched  us  to  Oglethrope  barracks,  i  bread  and  a  pound  of  fresh  meat 
about  a  mile  distant  from  the  depot.   Here,  1 1    From  the  jail-yard  I  was  removed  to  the  tsJt 
regret  to  say,  myself  and  officers  were  separated  house,  together  with  a  number  of  othen;  hi 
from  the  white  portion  of  the  crew,  who  were 
taken  to  Andersonville. 

I  regret  to  say  my  officers  and  myself  were 
here  compelled  to  submit  to  a  most  humiliating 
search  of  our  persons  and  baggage,  the  Confeder- 
ate authorities  taking  any  and  all  money  from 
each  officer,  giving  him  therefor  a  receipt.  In 
many  cases  the  officers  never  saw  their  money 
again,  or  were  compelled  to  draw  it  from  the 
Confederate  authorities  at  the  rate  of  four  and  a 
half  Confederate  for  one  United  States  national  cur- 
rency, while,  at  the  same  time,  the  rates  of  exchange 
by  private  parties  were  from  eight  to  ten  (8  to  10) 
for  one  of  the  same.  After  having  been  subjected 
to  the  searching  process,  we  were  shown  into  a 
yard,  containing  about  three  and  one-half  (34)  acres 
or  less,  in  which  were  already  confined  over  eleven 
hundred  (1100)  prisoners,  with  no  instructions  as 
to  the  rules  and  regulations,  nor  what  to  do  or  how 
to  act. 

We  finally,  as  it  was  now  dark,  bivouacked  in 
the  open  air.  The  next  morning  showed  us  here 
we  would  have  to  remain  for  some  time.  Muster- 
ing together  our  blankets,  we  formed  them  into  a 
sort  of  a  tent,  which,  though  open  at  both  ends, 
protected  us  from  the  hot,  scorching  rays  of  a 
noonday  sun.  During  the  morning  a  ration  was 
served  out  to  us,  which,  consisted  of  about  a  pint 
of  corn  meal  and  a  table-spoonful  of  salt  each. 

I  remained  in  Macon,  together  with  my  other 
officers,  until  the  latter  part  of  July,  .when  I  was 
among  the  first  six  hundred  sent  to  Charleston. 
At  the  time  of  our  leaving,  it  was  stated  one 
thousand  remained,  of  which  I  have  no  doubt. 
Our  rations  in  Macon  were  of  the  poorest  kind 
—  the  bacon  frequently  decayed,  and  always  full 
of  maggots ;  the  rice  full  of  weevils ;  the  beans 
full  of  worms  and  musty,  and  the  meal  sometimes 
musty ;  our  supply  of  salt  very  -insufficient,  and 
no  vegetables. 

At  the  time  of  my  leaving  Macon  many  were 
prostrated  by  the  scurvy,  and  some  had  died  of 
it.  Among  my  immediate  acquaintances  was 
and  is  a  Mr.  Ellis,  of  the  navy,  who  was  suffering 
severely  from  its  effects  in  Macon ;  his  body  being 
covered  with  huge  sores,  which,  since  his  removal 
to  Charleston,  have  become  somewhat  better,  but 
for  from  welL 

During  the  first  few  day*  we  were  in  Charles- 
ton we  (the  six  hundred)  were  confined  in  the 
jail-yard,  with  no  protection  from  the  weather  but 
what  is  known  in  the  army  as  a  shelter  tent,  into 
each  of  which  six  were  obliged  to  crowd,  and  in 
one  ease  eight.  We  were  here  nearly  starved ; 
compelled  to  mix  with  deserters,  murderers, 
house-breakers,  and  felons  of  every  description  ; 
add  to  this  the  brackish  water,  and  the  filth,  dirt,  \  ~ 

refuse,  which  was  allowed  to  collect  in  piles,  and\  ,f  N  

which  created  a  stench  sufficient  to  breed,  the  most \ma\ioTk  of  oan\kvoti  uAXmap&fe  qrowwaAm-. 


the  rations  were  better  a  little,  butwt  ak» 
mained  a  few  days,  when  we  were  taken  ta  Ssw 
Hospital.  Here  we  were  required  to  gin  m 
parole  not  to  attempt  to  escape  or  hold  uje» 
munication  with  any  person  outside  the  job 
limits.  The  building. is  large,  airy,  sod  const 
dious,  has  a  fine  yard  and  balcony  in  fart,  pi 
yard  and  accommodations  in  the  rear  for  coisj 
and  washing,  and  is  altogether  far  superior  to  m 
former  accommodations.  The  rations  are  sVia 
a  better  quality,  and  I  am  inclined  to  think  ba 
been  increased  in  quantity,  but  still  are  raj  |K 
rrtions  indeed. 

There  is  a  great  scarcity  of  the  proper 
in  the  Confederacy,  and  many  of  our  c 
now  suffering  in  the  hospitals  for  the  vutd 
proper  medicine. 

I  am  sorry  to  say,  sir,  that  at  the  time  of  w 
capture  my  officers  and  myself  were  robbed  «* 
much  clothing  and  valuables,  and  find  it  acoa- 
mon  practice  of  the  Confeds  to  rob  men  of  boon, 
hats,  pants,  coats,  or  anything  they  may  chooiei) 
fancy. 

During  the  time  I  have 
Charleston  I  have  been  unwell,  and  have  resau- 
ediy  gone  to  the  Confederate  surgeon,  Doctor  Bitt, 
for  medicine,  which  he  has  given  me,  but  uaibm- 
ly  without  success.  My  case  now  became  quite 
bad,  and  on  my  reporting;  to  him  on  Tuesday  act 
for  medicine,  he  frankly  informed  me  he  coalddo 
nothing  for  me,  and  said,  furthermore,  I  would 
not  live  in  the  South,  offering  at  the  same  time, if 
I  would  make  application,  to  give  his  certificate 
and  influence  in  my  behalf.  I  accepted  bis  kind 
offer,  and  made  application,  which  was  granted. 
I  signed  my  parole  September  first,  was  placed 
inside  of  our  lines,  off  Charleston,  on  the  seaond; 
came  here  on  the  Wyoming  last  night  at  one 
£.  M.,  and  now  have  the  honor  to  report  to  pa. 

The  person  for  whom  I  am  to  try  and  effect  so 
exchange  is  Captain  Henry  Boneau,  captured  in 
the  blockade  runner  Ella  Annie. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Fbaxk  W.  Saxbo&x, 
Acting  Ensign,  United  States  X*vy. 
Kear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgrew, 

Com*dg  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Port  Soyal  Harbor,  8.  C 
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FIRST  DIVISION. 

igadier-General  EwelTs  brigade  will 
Union  Mills  Ford,  and  place  itself  in 

•  attack  upon  the  enemy.  It  will  be 
diness  either  to  support  the  attack  upon 
,  or  to  move  in  the  direction  of  Saux- 
Roads,  according  to  circumstances. 

;r  to  advance  will  be  given  by  the  Corn- 
Chief. 

SECOND  DIVISION. 

igadier-General  Jones's  brigade,  sup- 
Colonel  Early's  brigade,  will  march 
ie's  Ford,  to  place  itself  in  position 
an  the  enemy  on  or  about  the  Union 
Centreville  road.  It  will  be  held  in 
either  to  support  the  attack  on  Cen- 
to move  in  the  direction  of  Fairfax 
cording  to  circumstances,  with  its  right 
•ds  the  left  of  EwelTs  command,  more 
stant,  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
d  attack. 

*  to  advance  will  be  given  by  the  Corn- 
Chief. 

THIRD  DIVISION. 

gadier-General  Longstreet's  brigade, 
by  Brigadier-General  Jackson's  bri- 
larch  via  McLane's  Ford,  to  place  itself 
of  attack  upon  the  enemy  on  or  about 
Mills  and  Centreville  road.  It  will  be 
diness  either  to  support  the  attack  on 
,  or  to  move  in  the  direction  of  Fair- 
House,  according  to  circumstances,  with 
lank  towards  the  left  of  Jones's  com- 
e  or  less  distant,  according  to  the  na- 
country. 

;r  to  advance  will  be  given  by  the  Corn- 
Chief. 

FOURTH  DIVISION. 

gadier-General  Bonham's  brigade,  sup- 
Colonel  Bartow's  brigade,  will  march 
IPs  Ford  to  the  attack  on  Centreville. 
wing  to  the  left  of  the  Third  division, 
ss  distant,  according  to  the  nature  of 
/  and  of  the  attack. 
?r  to  advance  will  be  given  by  the  Corn- 
Chief. 

FIFTH  DIVISION. 

)lonel  Cocke's  brigade,  supported  by 
lzy*s  brigade,  will  march  via  Stone 
i  the  fords  on  the  right  thereto,  to  the 
Centreville :  the  right  wing  to  the  left 
rth  division,  more  or  less  distant,  ac- 
the  nature  of  the  country  and  of  the 

r  to  advance  will  be  given  by  the  Com- 
Chief. 

SIXTH  DIVISION. 

igadier-General  Bee's  brigade,  support- 
oe)  Wilcox's  brigade,  Colonel  Stuart's 
—Doc.  14 


regiment  of  cavalry,  and  the  whole  of  Walton's 
battery,  will  form  tne  reserve,  and  will  march  via 
Mitchell's  Ford,  to  be  used  according  to  circum- 
stances. 

SEVENTH. 

1.  The  light  batteries  will  be  distributed  as 
follows: 

To  Brigadier-General  Ewell's  command,  Captain 
Walker's  six  pieces. 

2.  To  Brigadier-General  Jones's  command, 
Captains  Alberti's  and  Stanard's  batteries  — 
eight  pieces. 

3.  To  Brigadier-General  Longstreet's  com- 
mand, Colonel  Pendleton's  and  Captain  Inber- 
ton's  batteries  —  eight  pieces. 

4.  Brigadier-General  Bonham's  command,  Cap- 
tains Kemper's  and  Shields's  batteries  —  eight 
pieces. 

5.  To  Colonel  Cocke's  command.  Colonel 
Hun  ton's,  Captain  Latham's,  and  Beckham's 
batteries  —  twelve  pieces. 

EIGHTH. 

Colonel  Redford,  commanding  cavalry,  will  de- 
tail to  report  immediately,  as  follows : 

To  Brigadier-General  Ewell,  two  companies 
cavalry. 

To  Brigadier-General  Jones,  two  companies 
cavalry. 

To  Brigadier-General  Longstreet,  two  com- 
panies cavalry. 

To  Brigadier-General  Bonham,  three  companies 
cavalry. 

To  Colonel  Cocke  the  remaining  companies  of 
cavalry,  except  those  on  special  service. 

NINTH. 

The  Fourth  and  Fifth  divisions,  after  the  fall  of 
Centreville,  will  advance  to  the  attack  of  Fairfax 
Court  House,  via  the  Braddock  and  Turnpike 
roads,  to  the  north  of  the  latter.  The  First,  Sec- 
ond, and  Third  divisions  will,  if  necessary,  support 
the  Fourth  and  Fifth  divisions. 

TENTH. 

In  this  movement  the  First,  Second,  and  Third 
divisions  will  form  the  command  of  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Holmes ;  the  Fourth  and  Fifth  divisions,  that 
of  the  second  in  command.  The  reserve  will  move 
upon  the  plains  between  Mitchell's  Ford  and  the 
Stone  Bridge,  and  together  with  the  Fourth  and 
Fifth  divisions  will  be  under  the  immediate  direc- 
tion of  Brigadier-General  Beauregard. 

By  command  of  General  Beauregard. 

Thomas  Jordan, 

A.  A.  Adjutant-General. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac,  { 
July  20, 1861.  ( 

Special  Orders  No. 

The  plan  ofattack  given  by  Brigadier-Qeneral 
Beauregard,  in  the  above  order,  is  approved,  and 
will  be  executed  accordingly. 
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DOC.  15. 

ADDRESS  TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  VIRGINIA.* 

TnB  delegates  now  assembled  in  convention  at 
Wheeling,  deem  it  proper  to  address  their  fellow- 
citizens  throughout  the  commonwealth,  in  explana- 
tion and  vindication  of  the  course  they  have  unani- 
mously felt  it  incumbent  on  them  to  pursue. 

It  is  only  necessary  to  allude  briefly  to  the 
circumstances  which  called  this  convention  into 
existence,  to  justify,  in  the  fullest  manner,  any 
resumption  of  authority  by  the  people  in  whose 
name  they  act.  The  General  Assembly,  which 
met  in  extra  session  at  Richmond,  in  January 
last,  without  the  excuse  of  impending  danger  or 
other  grave  necessity,  and  without  constitutional 
authority,  convened  "a  convention, "  to  adopt  such 
measures  as  they  may  deem  expedient  tor  the 
welfare  of  the  commonwealth;"  thus  tamely 
relinquishing  the  very  power  reposed  in  them- 
selves by  the  constitution,  and,  as  the  sequel 
proved,  with  a  corrupt  purpose.  Elections  were 
held  for  'delegates  to  tne  proposed  convention, 
and  it  being  then  clearly  understood  that  an  ac- 
tive and  influential  party  favored  the  secession  of 
the  commonwealth  from  the  United  States,  the 
issue  presented  everywhere  was  clearly  "  Seces- 
sion 99  or  •*  No  Secession."  We  need  not  remind 
you  that  by  a  very  large  majority  of  the  voters  of 
the  commonwealth  secession  was  rejected  and 
repudiated,  by  the  election  of  delegates  profess- 
edly opposed  to  that  iniquity,  nor  that  a  still 
larger  majority  required,  that  any  act  of  that  con- 
vention, altering  the  fundamental  law  or  affect- 
ing the  relations  of  the  state,  should  be  submitted 
to  the  people,  and  without  the  approbation  of  a 
majority,  expressed  at  the  polls,  should  have  no 
force  or  effect. 

The  proceedings  of  that  convention,  up  to  the 
seventeenth  of  April  last,  were  evidently  intended 
by  those  in  the  secret  to  persuade  the  members 
favorable  to  the  perpetuity  of  the  Union,  and  the 
people  at  large,  that  it  was  intended  to  propose 
terms  on  which  it  could  be  maintained.  On  the 
day  named  the  mask  was  thrown  aside,  and  the 
secession  ordinance  was  passed,  This  was  done 
in  secret  session,  and  no  immediate  promulgation 
of  the  fact  was  made  to  the  people ;  nor,  until 
since  this  convention  assembled,  was  the  injunc- 
tion of  secrecy  so  far  removed  that  the  vote  on 
the  passage  of  the  ordinance  was  made  public. 
It  now  appears  that  more  than  one  third  of  the 
whole  convention  voted  against  it,  and  that  nine 
members  were  absent.  Up  to  this  day  the  de- 
bates which  preceded  the  vote  are  concealed  from 
the  people,  who  are  thus  denied  a  knowledge  of 
the  causes  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  majority, 
rendered  secession  necessary,  and  justified  so 
gross  a  disregard  of  their  lately  expressed  will. 

Under  the  legislative  act  culling  the  convention, 
from  which  alone  that  body  derived  its  authority, 
and  under  the  vote  of  the  people  provided  for  by 
that  act,  the  secession  ordinance  had  no  legal 

*  Unanimously  adopted  by  tho  conrcntion  in  session  at 
Wheeling,  Jane  twenty-fourth,  1601. 


effect  until  ratified  at  the  polls  by  a  wijaAti 
the  voters  of  the  commonwealth!  The  leala  ' !  . 
in  the  secession  movement,  whose  conduct  h    !  ^ 
proved  them  to  be  conspirators  against  theft*  ~~ 
of  Virginia,  and  the  peace  and  welfare  of  tap  r'~ . 
le,  did  not  wait  untd  the  time  fixed  for  than*  J 
cation,  to  begin  their  overt  acts  of  treuosiHl 
the  government  and  people  of  the  United  Sot} 
as  well  as  the  state  ana  people  for  whan  to  t  _2 
professed  to  act.    Indeed,  two  days  befintJ  t 
adoption  of  the  ordinance,  with  the  eomiwa,   f  » 
or,  as  is  alleged,  in  defiance  of  a  feeble  eisafti 
they  levied  war  against  both  by  lending  M  *r 
emissaries  to  capture  the  Harper's  Fenr  awj,  c_ 
and  to  obstruct  the  entrance  of  the  narba •  ... 
which  is  situated  the  Gosport  navy  wd.  %  t- 
bold  assumption  of  authority  was  foUoicdJl  Lj. 
numerous  .acts  of  hostility  against  the  tani   r  . 
States ;  by  the  levy  of  troops  to  aid  in  the  Of  1:t: 
turc  of  the  national  capital,  and  the  subrenal1  lv. 
the  national  authority,  and,  to  crown  theinfajd  It 
the  conspirators,  with  whom  the  executive  had*  \: 
coalesced,  by  an  attempt,  without  even  thepretoB 
of  the  authority  or  acquiescence  of  the  people,* 
transfer  their  allegiance  from  the  United Sutott 
a  league  of  rebellious  states,  in  arms  against  nt 
former. 

In  this  state  of  things,  the  day  arrived  iba 
the  people  were  to  vote  for  or  against  the  lece* 
sion  ordinance.  Threats  of  personal  injury  tad 
other  intimidations,  such  as  had  been  uttered* up* 
the  floor  of  the  usurping  convention  against  the 
remaining  friends  of  the  Union  there,  were  wed 
by  the  adherents  of  the  conspirators  in  enrr 
county  of  the  state.  Judges  charged  the  gnol 
juries  that  opposition  to  disunion  would  be  pun- 
ished as  treason  against  the  commonwealth;  and 
the  armed  partisans  of  the  conspirators,  in  vin- 
ous places,  arrested,  plundered,  and  exiled  peace- 
able citizens,  for  no  other  crime  than  their  adher- 
ence to  the  Union  their  fathers  had  constructed, 
and  under  which  they  had  been  born  and  lived  is 
prosperity  and  peace.  AVe  are  not  apprised  by 
any  official  announcement  of  the  result  of  the  rote 
taken  under  such  circumstances ;  but,  whatemit 
may  be,  we  denounce  it  as  unfair  and  unjust,  and 
as  affording  no  evidence  of  the  will  of  the  people 
on  the  subject  actually  presented  for  thrir  suffrage* 
and  much  less  of  their  consent  to  be  transferred 
to  the  self-constituted  oligarchy  of  the  south. 

In  the  point  of  view  in  which  this  result,  and 
the  transactions  which  inevitably  led  to  iu  should 
be  examined  by  the  people  of  Virginia,  it  h  un- 
important whether  secession  was  of  itself  desira- 
ble or  not  desirable;  because  the  end  cannot 
justify  the  means,  if  the  latter  are  illegal  and 
unholy.  In  the  present  case,  the  great  principle 
which  underlies  all  free  government — the  princi- 
ple that  the  will  of  the  people  is  the  supreme  lav* 
or  as  expressed  in  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence, that  "  governments  derive  their  just  novels 
from  the  consent  of  the  governed,"  and  in  osr 
own  Bill  of  Rights,  that  "all  power  is  vested  in 
and  consequently  derived  from  the  people,"  hai 
not  only  been  violated  and  set  at  nought,  bat  hai 
been  trampled  under  foot   In  the  call  of  the 
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wition,  in  the  acts  of  that  body,  in  the  cir- 
ttances  preceding  and  accompanying  the  late 
ion,  a  continued  effort  has  been  made,  with 

success  you  know,  not  merely  to  disregard 
rill  of  the  people,  but  to  set  it  at  defiance, 
to  establish  the  counter  principle,  that  the 
ihould  govern  the  many.  The  men  justly 
kl  conspirators  and  usurpers  because  they 
>t  show  your  warrant  for  their  acts,  were, 

this  convention  met,  practically  in  full  pos- 
m  of  every  branch  of  the  state  government, 
fctill  claim  the  right  to  exercise  their  usurped 
r  |  and  if  you  submit  to  their  acts  of  seces- 
and  affiliation  with  usurpers  like  themselves, 
yield  to  them  the  right  to  govern  you  in  per- 
ity.  Will  your  bill  of  rights  and  constitu- 

afford  you  any  protection  against  those  who 
s  already  violated  both  ?  Will  your  connec- 
i  with  a  pretended  Confederacy,  in  every  state 
ihich  the  leaders  have  openly  and  directly  re- 
id  to  submit  their  similar  acts  to  the  approval 
ejection  of  their  people,  aid  you  in  the  recov- 
er the  fundamental  right  of  which  you  have 
t  so  wantonly  robbed  ? 

it  is  secession  right,  or  is  it  desirable  if  it  is 
;?  We  will  not  amplify  the  argument  on  the 
branch  of  this  inquiry.  The  ratification  of 
onstitution  of  the  United  States  by  our  own 
son  wealth,  in  express  terms,  reserves  the 
to  abrogate  it  to  those  by  whom  it  was 
*,  the  people  of  the  United  States ;  thus  re- 
tting in  advance  the  modern  doctrine  of  sep- 
state  secession.  This  is  in  strict  accordance 
the  views  of  our  elder  statesmen,  whose  pa- 
lm and  ability  are  held  in  reverence,  not  only 
and  by  our  fellow-citizens  of  the  Union,  but  by 
men  throughout  the  world.  It  is  the  logic 
ery  honest  heart,  that  a  contract,  a  compact, 
11  it  what  you  will,  can  only  be  set  aside  by 
sint  act  of  those  by  whom  it  was  made, 
it  why  should  secession  be  desirable  ?  Why 
id.  Virginia  desire  to  withdraw  from  that 
n  of  which  she  has  been  for  so  long  an  hon- 
member  —  that  Union,  the  accomplishment 
hich  illumines,  with  the  brightest  rays,  her 
history,  and  the  lives  of  her  most  distin- 
led  sons?  Shall  it  be  said  that  what  she 
I  to  achieve  in  1787,  was  destroyed  by  her 
act  in  1861  ?  Is  there  on  the  page  of  history 
tory  of  a  nation  that  has  risen  more  rapidly 
rosperity  and  power,  or  more  steadily  ad- 
ed  in  intellectual  and  moral  culture  ?  There 
>  such  nation,  nor  is  there  among  the  thirty- 
states  one  which  has  profited  more  by  the 
nation,  or  one  which  would  suffer  more  from 
isaolution,  as  is  sufficiently  indicated  by  our 
raphical  position. 

ipreased  with  these  views,  the  north-western 
ties  of  the  state,  knowing  that  a  large  ma- 
▼  of  their  people  remained,  and  would  remain, 
nil  to  the  Union  under  all  circumstances,  met 
mvention  at  Wheeling  on  the  thirteenth  day 
ay  last,  to  consult  upon  their  condition  and 
ke  such  steps  as  it  might  indicate.  It  was 
illy  a  mass  convention,  and  from  the  irregular 
ler  of  the  appointment  of  its  delegates,  was 


not  calculated  for  the  despatch  of  business.  As 
the  result  of  its  deliberations,  the  convention 
which  now  addresses  you  was  called,  the  represen- 
tation in  which  is  proportioned  to  that  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly.  The  number  of  counties  actually 
represented  is  thirty-four,  and  we  have  reliable 
assurance  that  several  which  are  now  with  us  in 
spirit,  will  ere  long  be  present  by  their  regularly 
appointed  delegates.  Considering  that  in  so 
many  counties  every  expression  of  opinion  unfa- 
vorable to  the  conspirators  is  suppressed,  the  num- 
ber already  represented  is  larger  than  could  hare 
been  anticipated.  Several  of  the  delegates  pres- 
ent escaped  from  their  counties  at  the  risk  of 
their  lives,  while  others  are  still  detained  at  home 
by  force  or  menaces  against  them  or  their  families 
and  property.  Such  is  doubtless  the  case  in 
other  counties  from  which  we  have  no  informa- 
tion. 

Two  courses  of  action  were  presented  to  those 
who  now  address  you  upon  their  organization, 
both  of  which  had  been  debated  in  the  previous 
convention  at  this  place.  The  first  was  the  im- 
mediate separation  of  the  western  or  north-west- 
ern counties  from  the  residue  of  the  state.  This 
was  the  result  rather  of  a  previous  and  growing 
belief,  now  amounting  to  conviction  in  the  minds 
of  all  throughout  this  section  of  the  state,  that 
diversity,  almost  opposition,  of  interests,  —different 
directions  of  the  channels  of  trade,  and  the  want 
of  legislation  adapted  to  their  condition,  and  in- 
dispensable to  their  moral  and  material  prosperity, 
rendered  the  separation  desirable  under  any  and 
all  circumstances.  But  aside  from  the  constitu- 
tional requirements  which  made  its  accomplish- 
ment almost  impossible  while  hostilities  continued, 
the  consideration  that  to  separate  now,  would  be 
to  separate  from  many  who,  under  circumstances 
even  more  adverse  than  those  by  which  they  had 
been  themselves  surrounded,  had  maintained  their 
loyalty  to  the  Federal  government,  caused  the 
abandonment  of  this  course  at  this  time.  On  the 
other  hand,  a  sense  of  duty  to  those  who,  like 
themselves,  were  constrained  to  repudiate  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Richmond  convention  and  the  state 
authorities,  demanded  that  such  a  course  should 
be  taken  as  would  enable  all  the  loyal  citizens  of 
the  commonwealth  to  participate  in  its  advan- 
tages, and  to  enjoy  the  security  it  might  offer. 

Besides  submission  to  palpable  usurpation, 
there  was  then  but  one  alternative,  namely,  un- 
der the  authority  of  numerous  precedents  in  the 
history  of  nations,  to  assume  the  conduct  of  the 
government,  on  the  ground  that  those  previously 
intrusted  with  its  administration,  by  their  numer- 
ous illegal  and  unconstitutional  acts,  in  plain  der- 
ogation of  the  rights  of  the  people,  had,  in  the 
language  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
"  abdicated  government,  by  declaring  us  out  of 
their  protection,  and  waging  war  against  us;" 
whereby,  in  the  words  of  the  same  instrument, 
"  the  legislative  powers,  incapable  of  annihilation, 
have  returned  to  the  people  for  their  exercise/' 
This  convention,  therefore,  in  humble,  but,  as 
they  firmly  believe,  proper  imitation  of  the  sages 
of  76,  have, 44  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  the 
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good  people  of  Virginia,"  issued  their  declara- 
tion, "  tnat  the  preservation  of  their  dearest 
rights  and  liberties,  and  their  security  in  person 
and  property,  imperatively  demand  the  reorgan- 
ization of  the  government  of  the  commonwealth." 

In  pursuance  of  this  declaration,  we  have  passed 
such  ordinances  as  are  immediately  necessary  to 
reorganize  the  government,  and  put  it  in  opera- 
tion. We  have  appointed  a  governor,  lieutenant- 
governor,  attorney-general,  and  executive  coun- 
cil, leaving  to  the  General  Assembly,  which  we 
have  directed  to  be  convened,  at  a  very  early  day, 
to  fill,  or  to  provide  for  filling,  all  other  offices  as 
soon  as  in  their  judgment  it  can  be  properly  done. 
The  terms  of  the  officers  we  have  appointed  aTe 
limited  to  six  months,  or  until  the  election  and 
Qualification  of  their  successors,  for  which  the 
General  Assembly  is  authorized  to  provide  at  the 
earliest  possible  period.  In  all  this,  our  fellow- 
citizens  will  clearly  perceive  that  there  has  been 
no  disposition  to  assume  any  power  or  authority 
not  demanded  by  the  exigencies  of  their  present 
unhappy  condition,  or  to  retain  it  longer  than  a 
regard  for  their  highest  interests  may  require. 

In  reply  to  remarks  which  have  been  made 
abroad,  we  deem  it  proper  to  say,  that  we  have  not 
seen  occasion  to  take  any  steps  in  reference  to  the 
debt  of  the  state.  The  idea  of  the  repudiation  of 
any  part  of  it  which  was  legally  contracted,  has 
not  been  expressed  or  entertained  by  any  member 
of  the  convention.  The  only  notice  the  subject 
has  received,  has  been  in  connection  with  the  pro- 
posed separation  of  the  western  counties,  and 
whenever  it  has  been  thus  named,  those  desirous 
of  separation  have  invariably  expressed  their 
willingness  to  assume  their  equitable  portion  of 
the  burden.  Any  promises  of  payment  or  pro- 
jects of  arrangement  at  this  time,  when  the  very 
existence  of  the  commonwealth  is  threatened, 
would  be  worse  than  idle. 

Under  all  these  circumstances,  with  the  firm 
conviction  that  the  course  adopted  is  the  only  one 
by  which  the  state  can  be  retained  in  the  Union, 
and  the  liberties  and  rights  of  the  people  secured 
and  perpetuated,  we  most  earnestly  call  upon  our 
loyal  fellow-citizens,  in  every  county  of  the  com- 
monwealth, who  are  not  already  represented  in 
the  General  Assembly  and  in  this  convention,  to 
elect  members  of  the  legislature,  and  appoint 
delegates  to  this  body,  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment.  Writs  of  election  will  be  issued  by  the 
executive  whenever  it  appears  that  they  can  be 
executed,  and  representatives  from  every  county 
will  be  most  cordially  received.  No  suspension 
or  essential  change  of  any  part  of  the  constitution 
or  laws  of  the  commonwealth,  unless  positively 
demanded  by  the  exigencies  of  the  times,  will  be 
made,  until  the  will  of  the  whole  people,  or  of 
their  authorized  representatives,  can  be  freely  ex- 

Eressed ;  and  such  changes  as  have  been,  or  may 
ereafter  be,  so  demanded,  will  be  submitted  for 
ratification  at  an  early  day. 

We  call  upon  the  loyal  citizens  of  the  common- 
wealth to  organize  ana  arm  for  its  defence  against 
the  conspirators  and  usurpers  at  Richmond,  and 


be  devised  to  give  to  such  organization!  the 
est  efficiency.  The  general  government  wffli 
protect  us  to  the  utmost  of  their  power,  oi 
most  unquestionably  recognize  toe  reams 
government  as  the  true  and  legitimate  ajsj^ 
ment  of  the  state.   They  cannot  and  wi  mI^'I 
otherwise.  .  ?j 

The  reorganized  government  appeals  tofk|fttj 
body  of  the  people  for  countenance  tniftjpj 
in  this  hour  of  great  anxiety  and  trial  Mi 
so  confidently,  because,  while  there  hull 
many  defections  from  the  great  and  holye«s$ 
"  Liberty  and  Union  "  among  those  to  ibsm 
have  been  accustomed  to  look  for  poHtkasW 
mation  and  direction,  there  have  been  cooss* 
tively  few  among  yourselves.  In  this  mta. 
which  appeals  to  your  dearest  rights  andiBtaSs, 
you  have  responded  spontaneously  to  the  pita* 
ings  of  your  honest  hearts.  Your  ownexpenat 
has  taught  you  the  great  benefits  of  thefts*, 
and  you  recognize  the  great  principle,  thaUl* 
ernment  so  beneficial  in  its  operations,  to  wit 
its  requirements,  so  powerful  to  protect,  nil 
constituted  as  to  diffuse  throughout  an  missal 
territory  the  blessings  of  prosperity  andhspjwn, 
"  should  not  be  changed  for  light  or  trssasl 
causes."   In  every  county  where  the  free  opa* 
sion  of  your  views  has  been  permitted,  year  s* 
jorities  in  favor  of  the  maintenance  and  perpetBty 
of  the  Union  have  far  exceeded  the  calcubtis* 
of  the  most  sanguine  among  your  friends,  to- 
severe,  then,  in  your  most  holy  war  against  tkt 
corrupt  and  perjured  oligarchy  who  have  usurped 
your  government,  and  would  nave  sold  you  to  tkt 
ambitious  despots  of  an  unholy  »ffili»rfniL  h 
such  a  cause,  we  may  look  for  the  bleningi  if 
that  Holy  One,  who  has  made  it  a  part  of  Is 
divine  providence  that  those  who,  in  purity  of 
heart  and  purpose,  strive  for  the  prcscifanoa  of 
their  dearest  rights,  their  homes  and  their  cos* 
try,  although  the  struggle  may  be  protracted  fcf 
long  and  weary  years,  shall  never  strive  in  ?m 
By  order  of  the  Convention, 

Arthur  L  BojffittJ, 


G.  L. 


Cranmkr, 

Secretary. 


the  conspirators  and  usurpers  at  Richmond,  anoA  eivtei  Nu^ea*  my\  two  columns,  (at  Dam 
their  aiders  and  abettors.   Plans  will  immediately  \  E  out  w&&  *x  VT^safcyw*^  \*\*  TOtiu&tab 


Doc.  16. 

THE  PASSAGE  OF  THE  POTOMAC. 
GENERAL  PATTERSON'S  REPORT. 

Headquarters  Department  PkhwstlyakuU 
Mabtixsbubo,  July  t,  lsu.  I 

Colonel  E.  D.  Townsend,  A.  A.  General  U.S. A* 
Washington  City:  ' 
Sir  :  I  telegraphed  my  intention  to  eras  the 
Potomac  on  the  first  instant.    I  now  have  the 
honor  to  report  my  movements  since  tnat  date. 

I  left  Hagerstown  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
thirtieth  ultimo,  the  earliest  day  my  command 
could  take  the  field  in  a  proper  condition  fat 
active  service,  intending  the  following  mornin£» 
ewtae  two  columns,  (at  Dam  Xo. 
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eaville,  the  location  of  the  rebels, 
danger  and  difficulty  attending  the 
m  No.  Four,  I  placed  all  the  force  at 

of  march  for  the  second  instant,  is 
ccompanying  circular.  The  advance 
otomac  at  four  a.  m.,  all  taking  the 
Martinsburg  with  the  exception  of 
ade,  which,  about  one  mile  from  the 
1  to  the  right  to  meet  the  enemy, 
ne  from  Hedgesville,  to  guard  our 
ejoin  at  Hainesville. 
miles  from  the  ford  the  skirmishers 
on  the  flank  suddenly  became  en- 
the  enemy  posted  in  a  clump  of 
)  same  time  their  main  force  ap- 
nt  sheltered  by  fences,  timber,  and 

ie  immediately  deployed  his  regi- 
Wisconsin  and  Eleventh  Pennsyl- 
;h  side  of  the  road,  placed  Hudson's 
>rted  by  the  First  troop  Philadel- 
alry,  in  the 'road,  and  advanced  to 
;ainst  a  warm  fire  before  him.  The 
supported  by  artillery,  resisted  for 
mutes  with  much  determination. 
Hudson,  after  getting  into  position, 
their  guns. 

n  time  Thomas's  brigade  rapidly  ad- 
deployed  to  the  left  flank  of  the 
enemy  seeing  this  movement,  and 
.  by  Abercrombie,  retired,  hotly  pur- 
miles  by  artillery  and  infantry.  The 
I  not  be  employed  on  account  of 
ces  and  walls  crossing  the  country. 
r*s  camp  was  found  camp  equipage, 
tun,  &c. 

was  highly  creditable  to  our  arms, 
e  did  the  day  against  a  foe  superior 

those  engaged  on  our  side.  They 
ted,  sheltered  by  timber,  and  sus- 
tillery  and  cavalry.  Our  men  ad- 
apen  ground  against  a  warm  fire  of 
nfantry.  I  present  the  reports  of  the 
rcrombie  and  Thomas,  and  Lieuten- 
md  Hudson,  and  take  much  pleasure 
timony,  as  an  eye-witness,  to  the  ad- 
ner  in  which  their  commands  were 
their  commendations  earned, 
testimony  to  the  efficient  service  in 
ions  of  the  troops,  and  conducting 
ront  and  into  action,  rendered  by  the 
ny  staff  present  and  on  the  field  of 
il  Porter,  Captain  John  Newton,  and 
ibcock,  and  Majors  Price  and  Biddle, 
tployed  conveying  orders,  also  Sur- 
in  attention  to  the  wounded, 
of  the  enemy  was  over  sixty  in 

jr  of  the  wounded  cannot  be  ascer- 
irge  number  were  carried  off  the  field. 
Sir, 

ery  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  Patterson, 

Motor-General,  commanding,  i 


CIRCULAR. 

HEADQUABTBB8  DEPARTMENT  OF  PENNSYLVANIA,  ) 

Williamspokt,  Mo.,  July  1, 1801.  j 

The  commands  will  move  to-morrow  as  follows, 
crossing  the  Potomac  at  this  place  at  three  a.  m.  : 

Colonel  Abercrombie's  brigade,  with  one  section 
of  artillery  and  a  squadron  of  cavalry. 

Colonel  Thomas's  brigade,  with  one  company  of 
cavalry  and  two  pieces  of  artillery. 

General  Negley's  brigade,  Colonel  Longneck- 
er*8  brigade,  and  one  company  cavalry,  General 
Cadwallader,  commanding. 

The  commanders  will  move  in  the  above  order. 
Baggage  trains  will  cross  after  the  commands,  and 
be  guarded  by  a  portion  of  its  regiment.  A 
strong  rear  guard  will  be  detailed  by  the  com- 
mander of  the  first  division. 

The  wagons  must  be  kept  closed  up.  Two  regi- 
ments in  all,  from  the  third  and  fourth  brigades, 
will  be  left  as  a  guard  to  the  public  property  in 
this  town. 

The  commanders  of  cavalry  companies  and  sec- 
tions of  artillery  will  report  to  their  brigade  com- 
manders to-night,  and  join  them  in  the  morning. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Patterson. 

F.  J.  Porter, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Doc.  17. 

FIGHT  WITH  THE  RAM  ALBEMARLE. 

OFFICIAL  NAVAL  REPORTS. 

United  Statks  Steamer  Mattabesett,  J 
At  anchor  off  Koanokk  Kivek,  May  0,  1814.  \ 

General  :  I  have  to  inform  you  that  I  engaged 
the  ram  Albermarle  yesterday,  from  4.40  to  7.30 
p.  M.,  with  all  my  force,  and  regret  that  our  efforts 
to  capture  him  were  not  attended  with  success. 
Our  shot  had  no  perceptible  effect  upon  her,  close 
alongside.  I  drove  her,  however,  into  the  mouth 
of  Roanoke  River,  somewhat  damaged,  I  think,  but 
with  machinery  not  disabled.  I  captured  the  Bomb- 
shell, with  thirty-seven  prisoners,  officers  and  men. 
Have  not  as  vet  had  any  official  return  from  the 
Sassacu8,  which  has  her  in  charge,  and  is  anchored 
several  miles  below.  Our  loss  in  the  large  ves- 
sels is  five  killed  and  twenty-six  wounded.  I 
shall  be  able  to  hold  possession  of  the  sound 
against  any  force  the  rebels  can  organize  at  this 
point.      1  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Melancton  Smith, 

Captain,  and  Senior  Naval  Officer. 

Brigadier-General  J.  N.  Palmer, 
Commanding  Land  Forces  in  North  Carolina. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

LETTER  OF  ADMIRAL  S.  P.  LEE. 

Flag-Ship,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  * 
Squadron,  James  Rivkr,  May     i«H,  \ 

Sib  :  I  transmit  endoaed  \ta  i^rotX, 

last  night  from  Captain.  ^e\ajic\Aii  ibbmk 
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officer  present,  of  the  gallant  fight  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  fifth  instant,  in  Albemarle  Sound, 
between  our  wooden  gunboats  and  the  rebel  iron^ 
clad  ram  Albemarle,  in  which  the  latter  was  re- 
pulsed and  her  tender  captured.  I  ask  the  spe- 
cial attention  of  the  department  to  the  signal 
bravery  displayed  by  Captian  Smith,  and  the  offi- 
cers and  men  engaged  with  him  in  this  remarkable 
action,  which  adds  a  brilliant  page  to  the  exploits 
of  the  navy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

.  Very  respectfully,  yours,  « 
S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear- Admiral,  commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

ADMIRAL  LEE'S  INSTRUCTIONS. 

Flag-Ship,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  ) 
Squadron,  off  Newport  News,  Va.,  > 
April  23, 1864  — 1  P.  31.  ) 

Sir  :  The  Navy  Department,  by  telegraphic  de- 
spatch of  this  date,  directs  me  to  send  you  to 
assume  command  in  the  sounds  of  North  Carolina, 
for  the  purpose  of  attacking,  at  all  hazards,  the 
rebel  ram  there,  in  the  best  manner  to  insure  its 
destruction,  by  running  it  down  with  the  double- 
enders,  or  in  any  other  manner  which  my  judg- 
ment or  yours  may  suggest. 

The  Miami  (Commander  Renshaw)  and  the 
Tacony  (Lieutenant-Commander  Truxton)  are 
now  in  the  sounds.  The  Sassacus  (Lieutenant- 
Commander  Roe)  was  sent  there  last  night.  You 
will  take  the  Mattabesett  (Commander  Febiger) 
and  the  Wyalusing  (Lieutenant-Commander 
Queen)  with  you,  and  leave  with  all  practicable 
despatch,  availing  yourself  of  the  present  high 
tides  to  enter  the  sounds.  I  send  with  you 
two  (2)  officers  who  have  served  in  the  sounds, 
and  whose  local  knowledge  will  be  useful  to  you. 

Enclose  a  copy  of  my  instructions  of  the  twen- 
ty-first instant  to  Commander  Davenport  for  your 
information  and  guidance,  unless  you  find  occasion 
to  vary  them  for  a  more  promising  plan  of  attack. 

Attacking  the  ram  will,  to  some  extent,  intimi- 
date it,  and  by  getting  alongside  of  it,  in  or  near 
contact,  and  on  each  side,  holding  position,  and 
by  firing  at  the  centre  of  its  ports,  whether  open 
or  shut,  and  on  its  roof,  you  will  disable  and  cap- 
ture it  Your  guns  should  have  double  breeching, 
and  be  loaded  with  heavy  charges  (say  from  fir- 
teen  (15)  to  eighteen  (18)  pounds  of  powder  for 
the  nine-inch  guns)  and  solid  shot,  and  they  should 
so  be  depressed  as  to  fire  as  near  a  perpendicular 
line  to  the  slope  of  the  roof  as  practicable.  If  all 
hands  lie  down  when  the  guns  are  fired,  they  will 
escape  the  rebound  of  broken  parts  from  the  shot. 

At  the  time  of  this  attack,  if  some  shell  were 
thrown  down  the  ram's  smoke-stack,  she  might 
thus  be  disabled. 

The  advantage  of  getting  alongside,  and  of  each 
side  of  her,  is,  that  you  prevent  her  from  ramming, 
and  have  a  controlling  fire  upon  her  roof  and  ports. 

The  ports  and  stern  are  her  weak  points.  Even 
if  her  ports  are  kept  closed,  as  in  her  attack  on 
the  Miami  and  Southfield's  bows,  you  can,  \£ 
alongside  of  her,  fire  through  them  and  inlo  net 


C  ,: 
it  **-" 


and  if  her  roof  is,  as  described,  of  raflraad  sa, 
with  a  thin  plating  over  it,  the  mechanic  ft 
culty  of  securing  this  is  such  that  it  will  km 
and  fly  off  under  the  concussion  of  your  mv 
fire,  whilst  the  inside  nuts  and  bolts  will  act  at 
canister  on  her  deck,  and  the  concuss*,  t|t 
cially  if  her  ports  are  shut,  will  shock  and  dan* 
alize  her  crew,  giving  you  a  complete  ntam 
Besides,  you  may  force  her  ashore,  where  tktj 
ing  freshet  in  the  Roanoke  River  will  leave  ha  <~~ 

Be  sure  and  not  have  the  neutral  point  of  w» 
wheel-houses  opposite  her  ports.  Your  tai 
houses  should  be  abaft  or  forward  of  her  net- 
better  abaft. 

The  department  seems  to  prefer  ramming.  % 
ram  is  reported  to  be  of  the  usual  Merrinaeaai 
el ;  if  so,  heavy  logging,  and  a  knuckle  had 
over,  make  her  sides  strong.  Butrammingaii 
high  speed  may  drive  it  in,  or  you  may  dmek 
ashore,  or  mount  her  ends,  and  (especially  2  b 
the  sounds  with  some  sea)  sink  her.  Intm 
by  the  department  with  the  performance  of  tail 
signal  service,  I  leave  (with  the  expression  eta] 
views)  to  you  the  manner  of  executing  it 

All  assaults  are  exposed  service;  but  that* 
sault  has,  with  much  real  risk,  less  than  appeal 

Wishing  you  success  and  promotion, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Respectfully  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  commanding  N.  A.  B.  Sqnea 

Captain  M.  Smith, 

United  States  Iron-clad  Onondaga, 

EE  PORT  OP  CAPTAIN  MELANCTON  SXITE 

United  States  Steam kr  Mattasrutm 
At  Anchor,  Albemarle  Socjdj 
Off  Roanoke  Rivkr,  May  5,  UN.  i 

Sir  :  I  would  respectfully  report  that  the  isa 
Albemarle,  steamer  Cotton  Plant,  with  troop, 
and  the  armed  steamer  Bombshell,  laden  wis 
provisions  and  coal,  came  out  of  Roanoke  Bfrtr 
to-day  at  two  o'clock  P.  M.,  and  after  being  tolled 
ten  miles  down  the  sound  by  the  picket  force  left 
to  guard  the  entrance  of  the  river,  the  Mattabe- 
sett, Wyalusing,  Sassacus,  and  Whitehead  got 
under  way,  and  stood  up  to  engage  them;  the 
smaller  boats  falling  into  position  in  accordance 
with  the  enclosed  programme. 

The  engagement  commenced  at  4.40  by  therm 
firing  the  first  gun,  which  destroyed  the  Mitts- 
besett's  launch,  and  wounded  several  men.  Tbt 
second  shot  cut  away  some  of  the  standing  and 
running  rigging.  At  4.45  the  Bombshell  sonea- 
dered  to  the  Mattabesett,  and  was  ordered  to  fall 
in  our  wake ;  at  4.50  fired  a  broadside  into  the 
ram  at  a  distance  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards; 
at  5.50  the  Sassacus  delivered  her  fire  on  past- 
ing, and  then  rammed  his  stern,  pouring  m  a 
broadside  at  the  same  time.  The  Sassacus  was 
seen  soon  afterwards  enveloped  with  steam,  when 
she  hauled  off,  evidently  disabled.  The  colon  of 
the  ram  at  this  moment  came  down,  and  it  was  some 
time  before  it  was  ascertained  whether  he  had 
surrendered,  or  they  had  been  shot  away.  Daring 
Xhe  ccmX&cX  \X  wa^oI  troira,Wwrohie  for  the 
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igaged  and  resumed  her  firing,  the 
t  became  general ;  the  smaller  vessels 
apidly  that  it  was  dangerous  for  the 

to  approach,  and  they  appeared  also 
rant  or  all  signals,  as  they  answered 
jying  them.  The  engagement  contin- 
bout  7.30,  when,  it  becoming  dark,  the 
e  Hull  and  Ceres  were  sent  ahead  to 
m  in  sight,  and  to  remain  on  picket  duty 
th  of  the  Roanoke  River,  if  he  succeed- 
ring  it;  the^  Mattabesett,  Wyalusing, 
I  Whitehead  coming  to  anchor  in  the 
miles  and  a  half  below.   Eight  torpe- 

been  furnished  by  the  army,  and  an 
s  made  last  night  to  place  them  in  the 
he  river :  the  entrance  being  watched, 
ad  impracticable.  Another  effort  was 
iy,  at  two  o'clock  P.  M.,  when  the  ram 
Bred  two  miles  above  on  his  way  out. 
!  engagement  a  seine  was  bid  out  across 


the  several  vessels  engaged,  and  will  forward  the 
detailed  reports  of  the  expenditure  of  ammunition 
and  damages  they  sustained  so  soon  as  they  are 
received  from  the  commanding  officer.  I  also  for- 
ward you  a  hurried  sketch  of  the  appearance  of 
the  ram. 

I  am  sir,  very  respectfully,  N 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Melancton  Smith, 

Captain,  and  Senior  Officer  of  the  Sound. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

ADDITIONAL  REPORT  OF  CAPT.  SMITH. 


United  States  Stramkr  Mattabesett,  \ 
Off  Roanoke  Kiver,  May  5, 1854.  j 

Sir  :  I  should  have  embodied  in  my  report  the 

number  of  prisoners,  arms,  &c,  captured  in  the 

Bombshell,  but  the  Sassacus,  who  took  her  in 

charge  after  being  herself  disabled,  is  anchored 

™  \v  rOw>,w«««„  ♦„           ♦«  *™  nn/j  some  distance  below,  and  has  not  communicated 

>ow,  in  obedience  to  orders,  to  try  and  .  .           j  t  u              -i  n  . 

 ,i     ,  «.  »  _i  '  u  „,ii%«..t  WI*h  me,  and  I  have  no  available  steamer  to  com- 

>peller,  but  he  passed  over  it  without  .    . '    ...  , .       T        .    .          .   .  , 

miles  and  a  haif  from  the  mouth. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Melancton  Smith, 

Captain. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


and  she  was  ordered  to  go  ahead  and 

explode  it,  but  from  some  cause,  yet 
d,  it  was  not  done.  She  ran  up,  how 
ed  off  and  delivered  her  broadside,  and) 
to  fire  at  him  rapidly.  The  injuries 
>y  the  ram  are  thought  to  be  considera- 
s  motive  power  is  evidently  uninjured, 
were  knocked  off  from  the  decks,  and 
iddled,  and  it  is  also  believed  that  one 
s  was  disabled.  The  ram  is  certainly 
liable.  He  is  fast  for  that  class  of  ves- 
l  from  six  to  seven  knots,  turns  quickly, 
ed  with  heavy  guns,  as  is  proved  by  the 
ed-pounder  Brooks  projectile  that  en* 

lodged  in  the  Mattabesett,  and  one 
Dunder  Whitworth  shot  received  by  the 
;,  while  the  shot  fired  at  him  were  seen 
re  upon  the  casemates  and  hull,  flying 
nd  falling  in  the  water  without  having 
.'rceptible  effect  upon  the  vessel.  I  had 
ffect  of  ramming  (as  suggested  by  the 
t)  in  the  case  of  the  Sassacus,  ana  was 
rom  repeating  the  experiment  by  the 
had  sustained,  and  a  signal  from  the 

that  she  was  sinking,  which,  if  the  lat- 
teen  correct,  (and  I  was  not  informed 
itrary  until  after  the  vessels  came  to 
ould  have  left  too  small  a  force  of  effi- 
»ls  to  keep  the  control  of  the  sound, 
w  hold,  and  shall  be  able  to  maintain 
y  rebel  force  that  they  will  be  able  tc 
t  this  point  when  present  damages  are 

I  am  convinced  that  side- wheel  steam 

be  laid  alongside  of  the  Albemarle 
ttally  disabling  their  wheels,  which  is 

for  not  adopting  the  suggestion  con 
rour  order  to  me  of  the  twenty-third 
t  is  reported  that  the  rebel  barges  with 
e  at  the  mouth  of  the  Croatan  River,, 
>me  out,  and  a  steamer  was  seen  in  thai 

bujt  in  regard  to  the  first  I  have  no 
formation. 


GENERAL  ORDER  A3  TO  PLAN  OF  ATTACK. 

United  States  Steamer  Mattabesett,  i 
Albrmakle  Sound,  May  2, 1804.  ( 

The  steamers  will  advance  in  the  third  order  of 
steaming,  the  Miami  leading  the  second  line  of 
steamers. 

Miami,  Mattabesett, 
Ceres,  Sassacus, 
Commodore  Hull,  Wvalusing, 
Seymour,  Whitehead. 
The  proposed  plan  of  attack  will  be,  for  the 
large  vessels  to  pass  as  close  as  possible  to  the 
ram,  without  endangering  their  wheels,  delivering 
their  fire,  and  rounding  to  immediately  for  a  sec- 
ond discharge. 

The  steamer  Miami  will  attack  the  ram,  and  en- 
deavor to  explode  her  torpedo  at  any  moment  she 
may  have  the  advantage,  or  a  favorable  oppor- 
tunity. Specific  orders  cannot  be  given  for  the 
attack,  as  the  manoeuvring  of  the  ram  cannot  be 
anticipated,  and  the  only  order  considered  neces- 
sary is  to  sink,  destroy,  or  capture  by  some  or  all 
methods  here  suggested.  The  stern  of  the  ram 
is  to  be  fired  at  by  any  of  the  vessels  having  a 
heavy  gun,  taking  care  not  to  fire  when  any  of 
our  own  vessels  are  in  range.  The  propeller  is 
to  be  fouled,  if  possible,  by  lines  from  the  stems  of 
our  vessels,  or  with  the  fish-net,  as  heretofore  pro- 
posed. 

The  stack  of  the  ram  is  supposed  to  be  capped, 
rendering  it  impossible  to  throw  powder  or  shell 
down,  but  all  vessels  having  hose  should  be  pre- 
pared to  lead  them  up  under  the  \tv  \V»  fc^vft. 
of  getting  alongside.   TYie  atem        t^tXa  «sa 


t/j  enclose  a  list  of  casualties  on  board  j  probably  the  most  vulnerable  ^oixta,  ^uox&k 
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be  assailed  by  every  vessel  having  an  opportunity  |  and  left  elbow ;  Greenburg  T.  Smith,  ltndia^ 
to  fire  into  them.  A  blow  from  the  ram  must  be  contused  wound  of  left  shoulder ;  Cbaria  I 
received,  if  possible,  on  the  bow,  and  as  near  the  Moeller,  first  class  boy,  wound  of  right  knee  at 
stem  as  our  steering  will  permit ;  and  if  the  prod  ecchymosis  of  left  eyebrow  and  lid ;  Job  1 
should  enter  a  vessel  in  that  manner,  open  wide  |  Jewett,  landsman,  punctured  wound  of  qj| 


it- 


and  go  ahead,  to  prevent  her  withdrawing  it, 
when  the  other  vessels  will  attack  the  propeller. 

Should  the  thirty  armed  launches  accompany 
the  ram,  the  small  steamers  will  run  them  down, 
using  their  howitzers  with  shrapnel  on  approach- 
ing, and  hand  grenades  when  near.  Small  grap- 
nels should  be  in  readiness  to  throw  at  the  stack, 
and  secure  our  vessels  alongside  when  other  ex- 
periments have  failed.  Ramming  may  be  resorted 
to,  but  the  peculiar  construction  of  the  stems  of 
the  double-enders  will  render  this  a  matter  of  seri- 
ous consideration  with  their  commanders,  who 
will  be  at  liberty  to  use  their  judgment  as  to  the 
propriety  of  this  course  when  a  chance  shall  pre- 
sent itself.  M.  Smith, 

Senior  Officer. 

CASUALTIES  ON  THE  SASSACUS. 

United  States  Stkamkr  Sassaccs,  ) 
May  6,  1WH.  j 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  casualties  arising  on  board  this  ship 
from  the  engagement  of  the  fifth  instant : 

James  M.  Hobby,  first  assistant  engineer, 
scalded  severely;  G.  H.  Doyle,  first  class  fire- 
man, ditto;  Thomas  Welch,  first  class  fireman, 
scalded,  perhaps  fatally  ;  James  Tillot,  first  class 
fireman,  William  Sutherland,  first  class  fire- 
man, Edward  Kelly,  second  class  fireman,  and 
Joseph  Murray,  second  class  fireman,  scalded 
and  wounded,  nerhaps  fatally ;  0.  H.  Merrell, 
second  class  nreman,  scalded  very  severely; 
Charles  White,  second  class  fireman,  scalded 
very  severely;  Thomas  Johnson,  second  coal- 
heaver,  killed;  John  English,  coal-heaver,  M. 
Sullivan,  coal-heaver,  and  E.  Sullivan,  coal- 
heaver,  scalded ;  E.  H.  Mayer,  ensign,  and  E. 

Sawyer,  ensign,  contusion,  not  severe ;  E.  Clay-  .   »  ,  n       .    .        _  ,    .     ,  „  « 

ton,  ordinary  seaman,  and  John  Lang,  cap  tain  £At  f°r  *****  minutes  past  th^ma^s^«r« 
after  guard,  wounded  severely;  William  Mckay,  |  L8.?.ut'.   the  Mian*  Commodore  Hull,  andfcw 
carpenter's  mate,  and  George  Simms,  captain's 
steward,  wounded,  not  seriously;  and  T.  W. 
Smith,  seaman,  scalded. 
Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Edgar  Hold  en, 

Assistant-Surgeon,  U.  S.  N. 
Lieutenant-Commander  F.  A.  Roe, 
Commanding. 


fore-arm. 

Very  respectfully,  &c, 

Samuel  P.  Bom, 

Acting  Assistant-SnrgeoStlLil 
Commander  John  C.  Febiger, 
United  States  Navy. 

CASUALTIES  ON  THE  WTALUSDCG. 

United  States  Steamkr  WtausocJ 
Off  Roanoke  River,  May  5,  WL  \ 

Sir  :  I  regret  to  report  the  death  of  Jobl 
Oliver,  landsman,  by  being  struck  on  the  ri0t 
nide  of  the  head,  on  the  temporal  bone,  not  lb 
future,  by  a  fragment  of  iron  shot  away  froa4 
me  of  the  starboard  smoke-stack  guys,  fond, 
penetrating  his  skull  into  the  brain.  He  is 
tilled  at  the  nine-inch  gun  forward. 
Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  W.  Sartob, 

Surgeon,  United  States  Snj. 
Jieutenant-Commander  W.  W.  Queen, 
Commanding  U.  S.  Steamer  Wyalasing, 
off  Roanoke  River,  N.  C. 

REPORT  ON  COMMANDER  JOHN  C.  FEBIGH. 
United  States  Steaker^Mattabesktt, | 


Albemarle  Sound,  N.  C,  May  «,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  vessel  yesterdty 
In  the  engagement  with  the  rebel  ram  Albemsiit 
At  three  p.  M.,  discovering  the  picket  boats  tfi- 
tioned  off  the  mouth  of  the  Roanoke  River  to  be 
falling  back,  as  ordered  when  the  ram  appeared, 
we  made  general  signal  to  get  under  way.  At 
ten  minutes  past  three  got  under  way  and  stood 
up  the  sound,  with  the  Sassacus,  Wyalusing,  aid 
Whitehead  following  in  first  order  of  steamiag. 


casualties  on  tiie  mattabesett. 

United  States  Steamer  Mattabesett,  | 
Albemarle  Sound,  N.  C,  May  5, 1864.  ) 

SlR:  I  would  most  respectfully  report  the 
following  casualties  on  board  this  ship  during  the 
action  with  the  rebel  ram  to-day : 

Killed.  —  Ralph  E.  Lake,  first  class  fireman, 
and  William  H.  Dewitt,  first  class  boy. 

Wounded.  —  James  L.  Plunkett,  acting  master, 

contusion  of  right  thigh  ;<  Daniel  Lamon,  captain  ^  x  #  ^_  „. 

forecastle,  lacerated  wound  of  scalp  ;  James  frreA  omt  %tex\Krax&  y&&&  rone-inch  gnos 

atused  wound  of  back  |  mtu         ttooX,  ^av^ 


falling  into  position  as  we  came  up  on  port  quarter, 
thus  forming  the  third  order,  as  directed.  At 
twenty  minutes  past  four  Miami  mads  ngaali 
**  the  enemy  is  retreating,"  the  ram  and  gunboat 
being  observed  to  have  their  heads  pointing  ts» 
wards  the  entrance  of  Roanoke  River,  distance 
about  ten  (10)  miles.  At  forty  minutes  past  hot, 
when  abaft  the  ram's  beam,  she  fired  two  thoU, 
one  of  which  cut  away  both  rails  of  launch  tod 
spar  across  davits,  scattering  splinters  and  wound- 
ng  Acting  Master  Plunkett  very  slightly,  two 
men  severely  and  three  slightly,  all  belonging  to 
forward  rifle  (gun.  Noticing  "immediately  ate 
the  firing  an  evident  intention  on  the  part  of  tat 
ram  to  run  into  us,  the  helm  was  ordered  to  star- 
board, sheering  to  port,  thus  causing  us  to  paw 
it  a  greater  distance  than  was  our  intention.  At 
forty-five  minutes  past  four,  when  a  little  absft 
the  ram's  beam,  at  between  one  hundred  (100) 
and  one  hundred  and  fifty  (150)  yards  distance, 


reMJ,  ordinary  seaman,  contused  ' 
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of  the  Bombshell,  firing  the  starboard 
pitsers  and  forward  rifles  at  her.    She  imme- 
hauling  down  her  colors  and  showing  a 
rte  flag,  orders  were  at  once  given  to  stop 
_  on  her,  and  the  howitzer's  crew  were  sent 
tssist  the  crews  of  the  two  rifle  guns.  Passing 
ad,  the  helm  was  put  to  port  with  the  inten- 
ttou  of  running  close  along  the  starboard  side  of 
enemy ;  but  the  smaller  vessel,  not  keeping 
position  or  following  our  lead,  we  were  soon  com- 
^•Hed  to  stop  the  engine,  being  within  their  line 
^*  fire.    Our  vessels  at  this  time  were  on  both 
?*!!™s  of  the  Albemarle,  this  vessel,  the  Wyalusing, 
Sassacus  being  the  only  ones  that  had  then 
^^***nded  her  bows,  we  being  on  her  quarter,  Sas- 
abeam,  and  Wyalusing  on  starboard  bow, 
Slaving  stopped  their  engines.    At  five  minutes 
SJJ^t  five  the  bassacus  ran  down  bows  on,  striking 
<^ i  Albemarle  on  starboard  quarter.    After  re- 
l?^aimg  in  contact  some  few  minutes  she  disen- 
^J^ged  herself,  and  soon  afterwards  was  seen  to  be 
^Jfcfeloped  in  steam ;  at  this  time  the  colors  of  the 
j^lbemarle  were  either  shot  away  or  hauled  down, 
were  not  hoisted  again  during  the  action. 
"*Ys  her  fire  had  ceased,  we  were  under  the  impres- 
sion that  she  had  surrendered,  until,  soon  after 
^Ifee  Sassacus  had  got  clear,  she  was  observed  to 
Resume  it;  this  vessel  and  others  immediately 
*3oing  the  same.    The  squadron  still  remaining 
*>ut  of  position,  and  endangering  each  other  by 
their  fire,  our  attention  was  turned  to  getting 
them  into  line.   At  twenty  minutes  past  five  we 
made  signal  to  Miami  "  to  pass  within  hail ;  "  (she 
vas  soon  after  hailed,  and  ordered  to  go  ahead  and 
try  her  torpedo.)    At  half  past  five  made  general 
signal  to  keep  in  line,  and  forty-five  minutes  past 
five  repeated  the  signal.    At  fifty-five  minutes 
past  five  made  signal  to  Wyalusing  "to  cease 
firing,"  she  beinj*  still  on  ram's  starboard  bow ; 
the  remainder  ol  the  vessels  (with  the  exception 
of  the  Sassacus,  which  had  hauled  off)  were  tak- 
ing position  on  port  quarter  of  the  enemy.  At 
fire  minutes  past  six  made  general  signal  to  keep 
close  order.   At  forty-five  minutes  past  six  made 
signal  to  Wyalusing  to  cease  firing,  she  at  the 
time  coming  round  to  take  position.    Soon  after 
hailing  her  with  an  order  to  go  ahead  of  the  line 
and  pass  close  to  Albemarle,  in  reply  she  reported 
herself  sinking,  and  at  fifty-five  minutes  past  six 
made  signal  "sinking;"  but  still  going  ahead, 
finally  took  her  position.   Finding  that  the  line 
was  gradually  edging  off,  we  steamed  ahead  inside, 
delivering  our  fire  as  rapidly  as  possible  when  on 
the  quarter  and  abeam  of  the  enemy,  and  after 
having  passed  ahead  attempted  to  lay  our  seine 
in  her  course  for  the  purpose  of  fouling  her  pro- 
pellers, but,  unfortunately,  it  was  torn  and  lost 
before  getting  into  the  desired  position.    We  then 
rounded  the  vessel  to  port,  working  the  port  bat- 
tery ;  when  nearly  abeam  of  the  enemy  we  re- 
ceived a  six-inch  rifle  shot,  which  entered  on  the 
port  'side  below  wheel-house  guards  and  abaft 
wheel,  passing  through  water-ways,  combings  of 
engine-room  hatch,  wounding  a  first  class  fireman 
and  boy  so  severely  that  they  died  soon  after- 1 
wards,  and  bringing  up  in  small  arm  locker.   This  ' 


shot  is  preserved  on  board,  and  is  marked  with 
the  name  of  John  M.  Brooke.  At  half-past  seven, 
growing  quite  dark,  ceased  firing,  and  at  eight 
made  private  signal  to  anchor,  coming  into  line 
abreast,  heading  to  southward. 

1  am  happy  to  state  that  the  conduct  of  our 
crew,  officers  and  men,  was  all,  and  more  than 
could  be  reasonably  expected  from  the  imperfect 
state  of  organization,  having  had  but  few  oppor- 
tunities for  exercise  and  drill  since  our  hurried 
departure  from  New  York.  The  firing  was  remark- 
ably good  under  the  circumstances,  but  the  shot 
seemed  to  have  but  little  effect  upon  the  enemy. 

Our  pilot,  Mr.  Tooker,  deserves  mention  for 
coolness  and  attention  to  his  duties  during  our 
constant  manueuvrings. 

Enclosed  are  returns  of  gunner's  expenditures, 
and  report  of  injuries.  The  surgeon's  report  I 
have  already  had  the  honor  to  submit. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
John  C.  Febiger, 

Commander. 

Captain  Melancton  Smith, 

Commanding  Officer  of  Albemarle  Sound,  N.  C. 

AMMUNITION  USED  ON  THE  MATTABESETT. 

In  Gunner's  Department. 

Nineteen  thirteen-pound  charges,  nine-inch. 
Four  ten-pound  charges,  nine-inch. 
Twenty-seven  ten-pound  charges,  a  hundred- 
pounder  Parrott 
Sixty  primers. 
Nineteen  grommet  wads. 
Four  junk  wads. 
Three  breechings. 
Two  lock  strings. 

One  two-pound  charge,  twenty-four-pound  howit- 
zer. 

One  one-pound  charge,  twelve-pounder  rifle. 
Twenty-seven  solid  shot,  one  hundred-pounder 
ParrotL 

Twenty- three  solid  shot,  nine-inch. 
One  shrapnel,  twenty- four-pounder  howitzer. 
One  Dahlgren  shell,  twelve-pounder  howitzer. 
One  thumb-screw. 

Eight  muskets  and  eight  sabre  bayonets,  with 
scabbards.      Hespectfully  submitted, 

A.  N.  Mitchell, 

Lieutenant,  and  Executive  Officer. 

REPORT  OF  DAMAGES  TO  THE  MATTABESETT. 

Carpenters  Department. 

Rail  of  launch  stove  in,  and  davit  spar  carried 
away ;  shot  through  waterways,  just  abaft  port 
wheel,  passed  on  through  combing  of  engine- 
room  hatch,  carrying  away  the  two  after  stan- 
chions of  hand-rail  around  crank-room,  then 
through  starboard  combing,  and  carried  away 
two  sections  of  engine-room  bulkheads,  and  one 
section  of  gallery  bulkhead;  also  carried  away 
deck  bell-pulls,  and  second  locker  of  armory  on 
starboard  side ;  forward  stanchion  of  humcaxva 
deck  on  port  side  earned  arc  ay 
broadside. 
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Boatswain's  Department. 

Square- sail  buntlines. 

Both  vangs  of  main  gaff. 

Starboard  main-boom  topping-lift. 

Peak  halyards  stranded. 

Port  main-topmast  stay  and  main-topmast  back 
stay. 

One  seine.  * 

All  shrouds  starboard  main  lower  rigging  strand- 
ed, and  forward  shroud  of  starboard  fore  lower 
rigging  ditto  ;  also  one  ratline  carried  away  by 
same  shot. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

A.  N.  Mitchell, 

Lieutenant,  and  Executive  Officer. 
Respectfully  forwarded. 

Melancton  Smith. 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the 
department.  Commander  Febiger  seems  to  have 
handled  his  vessel  well,  and,  with  his  officers  and 
men,  to  deserve  much  credit  for  gallant  conduct. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear- Admiral. 
REPORT  OF  LIEUT.-COMMANDEE  F.  A.  ROE. 

U.  S.  Steamer  Sassacus,  Albemarle  Sound,  ) 
North  Carolina,  May  6, | 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  report  on  the  action  of  this 
vessel  with  the  rebel  iron-clad  Albemarle  and 
gunboat  Bombshell,  at  the  head  of  Albemarle 
Sound,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  fifth  instant,  in  com 
pany  with  the  squadron  under  your  command. 

Steaming  up  the  sound,  about  four  P.  M.  yester- 
day, the  Sassacus  occupied  the  station  next 
astern  the  Mattabesett,  ana  the  Wyalusing  follow- 
ing, when  we  made  out  the  ram,  accompanied  by 
the  Bombshell  and  another  steamer,  coming 
down,  driving  the  Miami  and  picket  boats  before 
them.  Following  your  lead  in  the  Mattabesett, 
I  headed  up  the  pass  on  the  starboard  side  of  the 
ram,  and  when  nearly  abreast  of  her  starboard 
beam  the  Sassacus  delivered  her  broadside.  In 
this  time  the  ram  sheered  with  her  port  helm,  for 
the  purpose  of  ramming,  but  our  superior  speed 
foiled  her  in  this  attempt,  and  the  Sassacus  passed 
around  her  stern  with  a  hard  port  helm.  Off  the 
port  quarter  of  the  ram  lay  the  Bombshell,  which 
had  opened  fire  simultaneous  with  the  ram,  with 
rifle  guns,  which  had  annoyed  me  a  good  deal. 
I  gave  her  the  starboard  battery,  each  shot  hulling 
her,  when  she  displayed  white  flags,  and  signals 
of  surrender.  Passing  up  to  close  hail  of  her,  I 
demanded  of  her  if  she  had  surrendered.  They 
said  they  had,  and  the  rebel  flag  was  hauled 
down,  and  I  ordered  her  to  drop  down  out  of  the 
way,  and  anchor :  this  was  done. 

As  the  Mattabesett  had  passed  around  the 
stern  of  the  ram,  and  was  heading  down  the 
sound  again,  the  ram  had  turned  partially  round 
with  a  port  helm,  and  now  lay  broadside  to  me. 
As  the  Sassacus  had  been  drawn  off  some  little 
distance  by  her  operations  and  capture  of  the 
Bombshell,  she  had  a  good  distance  to  get  bead- 
way,  and  seeing  a  favorable  moment  before  me, 
I  ordered  Ml  steam  and  open  throttle,  and  laid 


I: 


v  -  * 


the  ships  fair  for  the  broadside  of  the  ram  torn 
her  down.  The  Sassacus  struck  her  feirij,jat 
abaft  her  starboard  beam,  in  the  position  of  tj 
rear  of  the  house  or  casemate,  with  a  sped  ef 
nine  to  ten  knots,  making  twenty-two  RTotntHt  »  * 
with  thirty  pounds  steam.  As  I  struck, the  eat  e- 
a  hundred-pounder  rifle  shot  through  and  threap 
from  starboard  bow  to  port  aide,  on  the  U 
deck. 

The  collision  was  pretty  heavy,  and  the  m 
careened  a  good  deal,  so  much  so,  that  tbewli 
washed  over  her  deck  forward  and  aft  the  ee» 
mate.  At  one  time  I  thought  she  wat  gear 
down ;  I  kept  the  engine  going,  pushing,  mi 
hoped,  deeper  and  deeper  into  her,  and  also  hft* 
ing  it  might  be  possible  for  some  one  of  the  bail 
to  get  up  on  the  opposite  side  of  me,  and  perheai 
enable  us  to  sink  her,  or  at  least,  to  get  welts 
to  him  on  all  sides.  I  retained  this  poauiaani 
ten  minutes,  throwing  grenades  down  her  oea 
hatch,  and  trying  in  vain  to  get  powder  into  at 
smoke-stack,  and  receiving  volleys  of  musketrj, 
when  the  stern  of  the  ram  began  to  go  round,  ni 
her  broadside  port  bearing  on  our  starboard  bet, 
when  the  ram  fired,  and  sent  a  hundred-pounder 
Brooks  rifle  shot  through  the  starboard  tide  en 
the  berth  deck,  passing  through  the  empty  ' 
kers  into  the  starboard  boiler,  clean  through  k, 
fore  and  aft,  and  finally  lodging  in  the  ward-rooav 
In  a  moment  the  steam  filled  every  portion  of  the 
ship,  from  the  hurricane  deck  to  the  fire-room, 
killing  some,  stifling  some,  and  rendering  al 
movement  for  a  time  impossible.  When  the 
steam  cleared  away  so  I  could  look  around  at, 
saw  my  antagonist  was  away  from  me,  and 
steaming  off.  In  the  mean  time  the  engine  vat 
going,  as  no  one  could  do  anything  below,  tone 
sixteen  men  being  scalded.  I  then  put  the  heta 
hard  a  port,  headed  up  the  sound,  and  around  to 
the  land,  in  order  to  clear  the  field  for  the  other 
boats.  Soon  as  the  steam  cleared  up,  and  the 
effect  of  the  explosion  over,  the  officers  and  men 
immediately  went  to  the  guns,  and  kept  then 
going  upon  the  enemy  until  we  drifted  out  of 
range.  I  tried  to  ricochet  several  nine-inch  that, 
so  that  she  might  be  struck  on  her  bottom  by  the 
upward  bound  of  the  shot ;  but  I  bad  the  morti- 
fication to  see  every  shot  strike  the  water  inside 
of  her,  and  rise  on  the  opposite  aide  of  her.  While 
alongside  of  her,  and  almost  simultaneous  with 
the  fatal  shot  of  the  enemy,  Acting  Ensign  May- 
er sent  a  hundred-pounder  solid  shot  at  her 
port,  which  broke  into  fragments,  one  of  which 
rebounded  and  fell  on  our  deck,  as  did  also  some 
fragments  of  grenades.  While  thus  together,  I 
fired  three  separate  shots  into  one  of  her  porti ; 
we  clearly  observed  the  muxxles  of  two  of  He 
guns  broken  very  badly.  After  the  separation  of 
the  two  vessels,  the  Sassacus  was  beaded  finally 
down  the  sound,  and  continued  to  move  Terr 
slowly,  working  on  a  vacuum,  and  finally  stopped, 
when  I  dropped  anchor.  In  the  mean  time  the 
Mattabesett  and  Wyalusing  gallantly  went  in, 
and  the  fight  was  nobly  maintained  by  those  vet- 
%e\*. 
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Sassacus  out  of  action,  I  cannot  but 
elieve  that  her  struggle  with  the  iron- 
;  such  close  quarters,  and  the  act  of 
t  down,  were  productive  of  great 
re  ever  hear  from  the  shots  delivered 
side  of  the  ram,  it  will  be  consoling  to 
i  convinced  they  did  some  execution 
Yet  I  am  forced  to  think  that  the 
is  more  formidable  than  the  Merri- 
lantic,  for  our  solid  one  hundred- 
e  shot  flew  into  splinters  upon  her  iron 
ave  to  report  that  the  signal-books  of 
jrere  thrown  overboard,  and  sunk,  at 
e  boiler  wns  struck,  and  the  ship  en- 
suffocating  steam.  It  was  appalling 
loments,  and  the  devotion  with  which 
and  men  of  the  Sassacus  stuck  to  and 
guns  fills  me  with  professional  pride. 
)ring,  I  6ent  the  army  steam-tug  to 
unboat  Bombshell,  which  had  surren- 
before  we  struck  the  ram  under  our 
en  put  a  prize  crew  aboard,  pumped 
irtea  her  nres,  and  got  up  steam  on 
s  now  ready  to  move.  I  took  her 
om  the  Ceres,  where  they  had  been 
placed.  The  injuries  to  the  Sassacus 
a  in  the  report  of  officers  of  different 
i,  which  I  herewith  enclose,  as  also 
's  report  of  scalded  and  wounded.  I 
ctfully  report  the  Sassacus  as  disabled 
perations  until  she  can  be  repaired, 
equest  a  survey  upon  her  when  it  is 
to  grant  it  In  this  unequal  conflict 
den  gunboats  against  an  iron-clad,  it 
ecial  pleasure  to  speak  of  the  gallant 
1  bearing  of  officers  and  men.  The 
i  of  the  fight  with  their  guns,  after 
.  disaster  of  the  boiler,  was  worthy  of 
t  day  of  our  naval  history.  The  di- 
lers  were  cool,  and  I  must  note  that 
ign  Mayer,  at  the  forward  rifle,  one 
mder,  when  loading  and  firing,  almost 
muzzle  with  the  enemy's  gun,  was 
his  cool  courage.  I  take  great  pleas- 
fying  to  the  fine  conduct  of  Acting 
W.  Muldaur  and  C.  A.  Boutelle. 
rs  were  as  cool  and  fearless  as  if  at  a 
cise.  I  respectfully  recommend  each 
m  to  the  grade  of  Lieutenant,  deserved 
lavior  and  ability  before  the  enemy  in 
dso  respectfully  recommend  Acting 
ite  O'Hara  for  examination  for  pro- 
le  grade  of  Ensign.  Acting  Assistant 
3.  De  F.  Barton  acted  as  Aid  and 
r  to  me,  and  I  take  pleasure  in  ac- 
;  his  coolness  and  attention  to  duty, 
r  a  hot  fire,  where  he  voluntarily 
ft 

roism  and  devotion  of  First  Assist- 
r  J.  M.  Hobby,  the  government  is 
debted  for  the  preservation  of  the 
:>m  a  worse  disaster.  While  every 
ild,  was  forced  to  seek  safety  by  flight 
aiding  clouds  of  steam,  Mr.  Hobby 
post  by  the  machinery,  and  though . 
'ded  himself,  he  cared  for  hia  ma-  / 


chinery  until  the  engine  finally  stopped.  If  it 
were  possible  to  promote  this  officer,  I  earnestly 
and  devoutly  beg  it  may  be  done,  for  I  consid- 
er that  it  has  been  amply  and  professionally  won. 
I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully,  | 
Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  A.  Roe, 

Lieatenant-Commander. 

Captain  M.  Smith, 

Com'dg  Naval  Forces  in  Sounds  of  NorthCarolma. 

REPORT  OF  ENGINEER  J.  M.  HOBBY. 

United  States  Steamer  8assacus,  ) 
Albemarle  Sound,  North  Carolina,  May  5, 1851.  \ 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  report  the  following  damage 
sustained  by  the  machinery  of  this  ship  during  the 
engagement  with  the  rebel  ram  Roanoke  on  the 
fifth  instant : 

At  six  p.  M.  a  sis-inch  rifled  solid  shot  came 
through  the  starboard  side  of  the  ship  about  five 
feet  above  the  berth  deck  ;  it  passed  through  the 
forward  bunker  into  the  starboard  boiler,  seven 
feet  from  the  front  and  fourteen  inches  from  the 
top,  cutting  T-iron  braces  and  dry  pipe ;  thence 
through  the  after  end  of  the  boiler,  cutting  away 
Wordworth  pump,  steam  and  exhaust  pines, 
through  engine-room ;  cutting  a  stanchion,  ther- 
mometer, and  exhaust  unhooking  gear  between 
main  cylinder  and  condenser;  thence  through 
bulkhead  into  the  ward-room.  The  starboard 
wheel  is  badly  knocked  out  of  shape  by  coming 
in  contact  with  the  ram's  stem  as  we  passed  her. 
The  escape  of  steam  was  so  great  as  to  reduce  the 
pressure  in  the  boiler  to  nothing  almost  instan- 
taneously. The  steam  so  filled  the  engine  and 
fire-rooms  that  it  was  with  the  greatest  exertions 
on  the  part  of  the  engineers  tnat  the  fires  were 
hauled.  The  division  of  firemen  were  all  scalded 
and  one  instantly  killed. 

We  will  be  able  to  finish  the.  repairs  by  to-mor- 
row sufficiently  well  as  to  steam  under  one  boiler, 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Hobby, 

First  Assistant  Engineer,  in  charge. 
Lieutenant-Commander  F.  A.  Roe, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Steamer  Sassacus. 

[Indorsement.] 

AGAWAM,  Hay  10, 1804. 
The  attention  of  the  Navy  Department  is  re- 
spectfully called  to  the  gallant  conduct  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Commander Roe,  and  that  of  the  officers 
whom  he  recommends  for  promotion. 

S.  P.  Lee, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral. 

REPORT  OF  LIEUT.-COMMANDER  QUEEN. 

United  States  Steamer  Wyalusing,  ) 
Albkmakle  Sound,  off  Roanoke  River,  > 
May  6, 1864.  ) 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  signal,  at  three 
o'clock  P.  M.  of  fifth,  we  immediately  got  under 
way,  taking  our  station  in  line  astern  of  the  Sas- 
sacus, the  Mattabesett  leading  vui  \^  tab 
sound  in  close  order. 

Signals  were  made  by  ywi  toon  ttasnros&aStaKX 
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the  ram  was  out ;  we  also  discovered  at  the  same 
time  that  our  picket  boats  were  falling  back,  pur- 
sued by  the  ram  and  two  steamers  in  company. 
We  immediately  beat  to  quarters,  (at  twenty- 
+  seven  minutes  past  four  o'clock ;)  being  in  close 
range,  about  five  hundred  yards,  we  opened  fire, 
simultaneously  with  the  Mattabesett  and  Sassa- 
cus,  passing  the  ram  at  the  distance  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  yards,  firing  rapidly.  In  rounding 
the  ram  we  came  in  contact  with  one  of  her  con- 
sorts. It  was  my  intention  to  run  her  down,  but 
discovered  in  time  she  had  surrendered ;  we  im- 
mediately backed  clear  of  her,  and  again  attacked 
the  ram,  which  had  been  in  contact  with  the  Sas- 
sacus,  who  had  run  into  her.  As  she  cleared 
from  the  Sassacus,  in  firing  from  our  vessel  we 
cut  her  signal  halyards;  she  hauled  down  the 
flag,  and  I  supposed  she  had  surrendered,  as  she 
did  not  hoist  it  again  during  the  action,  but  was 
soon  convinced  to  the  contrary. 

At  5.30  flag-ship  made  general  signal  to  keep 
close  in  line ;  at  5.45  repeated  the  signal ;  at  5.55 
made  signal  to  this  ship  to  cease  firing.  At  this 
time  we  were  passing  around  the  ram  to  form 
again  into  line,  which  had  been  interrupted  by  the 
Second  division,  who  were  firing  at  long  range 
and  over  this  ship.  At  6.05  resumed  our  position 
in  close  order,  by  signal  from  the  flag-ship.  At 
6.45,  having  again  passed  around  the  ram,  sig- 
nals were  made  to  cease  firing.  At  this  time  a 
report  was  made  to  me  by  the  executive  officer 
and  third  assistant  engineer,  J.  J.  Donahoe,  who 
was  stationed  at  the  bell,  that  the  ship  was  sink- 
ing. I  immediately  signalized  it,  and  sent  an 
order  to  chief  engineer  to  start  all  the  pumps. 
He  informed  me  that  it  was  not  necessary,  as  the 
ship  was  not  making  more  water  than  usuaL 

I  was  hailed  from  the  flag-ship,  but  could  not 
understand  what  was  said.  I  made  again  for  the 
ram,  and  followed,  her  up  closely,  passing  around 
her,  and  firing  as  often  as  possible  at  her,  the  dis- 
tance varying  from  one  hundred  yards  and  up- 
wards. Near  the  close  of  the  action  one  of  the 
pieces  of  the  forward  port-side  plating  of  the  ram 
was  seen  to  fly  off,  from  the  effects  of  one  of  our 
shot.  At  7.30  signal  was  made  to  cease  firing, 
and  by  private  signal  we  anchored  at  eight 
o'clock. 

We  received  the  following  damages :  One  shell 
exploded  in  the  starboard  wheel-house,  cutting 
away  two  of  the  outer  rims  of  the  starboard  wheel, 
and  blowing  off  a  portion  of  the  top  part  of  the 
wheel-house ;  passing  through  the  aft  pilot-house, 
damaging  the  steering  wheel,  breaking  the  com- 
pass, tearing  off  a  portion  of  the  plating,  and 
passing  through  and  .through  the  mainmast  about 
thirty  feet  above  deck ;  also  through  the  hurricane 
deck  into  the  starboard  bath-room,  and  chipping 
a  piece  off  of  the  top  of  the  aft  howitzer  mounted 
on  the  hurricane  deck.  The  second  shot  passed 
between  the  bottom  of  the  gig  and  the  rail,  knock- 
ing off  all  her  under  planking,  carrying  away  the 
starboard  smoke-stack  guy,  killing  one  of  the  men 
at  the  nine-inch  gun,  tearing  away  the  stanchion 
supporting  the  hurricane  deck  amidships,  then 


1 

r-  « 
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through  the  engineer's  store-room  on  the  a* 
guard  forehead.   The  third  shot  came  in  on  tfc 
starboard  side  of  the  berth  deck,  near  tbt  & 
pensary,  tearing  away  ladder,  bulkhead;  tkvsj 
the  port  coal-bunkers,  passing  out  in  the  ft 
side  a  few  feet  forward  of  the  boiler.  The£a| 
shot  came  in  on  the  starboard  quarter  aborts* 
feet  above  the  water  line,  passing  throogifc 
cabin,  destroying  mirror,  chairs,  furoitat,  at, 
&c,  bulkhead,  companion-way,  pantries;  tttftk 
against  a  knee  in  the  aft  room,  on  the  portst 
or  ward-room,  glancing  upwards,  tearing  opts) 
deck  plankings,  starting  the  water-van,  wk 
breaking  away  two  of  the  starts  for  the  omi 
ings,  landing  on  deck ;  this  proved  to  be  t 
hundred-pound  Whitworth  solid  rifle  shot  Tk 
fifth  passed  over  the  quarter  deck  in  a  paid 
line  with  the  pivot  gun,  passing  through  one  i 
the  port  shutters.   Pieces  of  exploded  shell  e* 
away  one  of  the  shrouds  of  the  main  rkpsg; 
also  the  brails,  passing  through  the  mainsuL 

The  officers  and  crew  fought  bravely,  and  tat 
merited  my  highest  thanks  for  the  manner  a 
which  they  handled  their  several  batteries,  T« 
much  praise  cannot  be  bestowed  upon  them. 

My  executive  officer,  Acting  Master  William  I 
Hath  way,  who  is  one  of  the  oldest  appointment*  k 
this  grade,  I  strongly  recommend  for 
The  surgeon  and  paymaster  rendered  me  ten 
important  aid  in  the  supply  of  ammunition,  sal 
in  making  themselves  generally  useful  Ik 
chief  engineer,  H.  H.  Stewart,  handled  the  ■*> 
chinery  m  a  most  able  manner.  I  am  also  ia* 
debted  to  my  clerk,  George  H.  White,  Jr.,  wis 
acted  as  my  Aid,  for  the  efficient  manner  in  wfaai 
he  carried  out  my  orders. 

Expended  the  following  ammunition : 

75  ten-pound  charges,  a  hundred-pounder  rife 

47  solid  shot,  a  hundred-pounder  rifle. 

20  5"  shell,  a  hundred-pounder  rifle. 
8  percussion  shell,  a  hundred-pounder  rifle. 

40  thirteen-pound  charges,  nine-inch  gun. 

30  ten-pound  charges,  nine-inch  gun. 

37  solid  shot,  nine-inch  gun. 

33  5"  shell,  nine-inch  gun. 

18  shell,  twenty-four-pounder  howitzer. 

27  shrapnel,  twenty-four-pounder  howitzer. 
210  primers. 

I  enclose  you  the  surgeon  and  chief  engineer1  1 
report. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  Quees, 

Lieutenant-Commander,  imtniaM^g 
Captain  M.  Smith,  U.  S.  N., 
Commanding  Officer  in  the  Sounds  of  North  Carolina, 

[Indorsement.] 

Agawax,  Mmj  If,  1961. 
Lieutenant-Commander  Queen,  his  officers  sad 
men,  appear  to  have  done  well  their  part  in  this 
gallant  action. 

8.  P.  Lei, 
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BFORT  OF  ENGINEER  H.  H.  STEWART. 

United  States  Steamer  Wyalusino,  ) 
Albemarle  Sound,  May  6,  1864.  j 

□Bt:  I  have  carefully  examined  the  engines, 
era,  and  dependencies  of  this  vessel,  and, 
teably  to  your  request,  have  the  honor  to  re- 
;  that  the  following  is  the  amount  of  damage 
ained  during  the  late  action :  ' 
Wo  of  the  outer  rims  in  the  starboard  wheel 
e  fractured,  and  a  portion  of  the  top  of  the 
fel-house  blown  off;  one  of  the  smoke-pipe 
m  was  cut  off;  one  of  the  bell-wires  also  gave 
9  during  the  engagement,  but  has  been  re- 
red.  I  am'yours,  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Stewart, 

Chief  Engineer,  United  States  Navy. 

jot-Corn.  W.  W.  Queen,  U.  S.  N.f 

Commanding. 

REPORT  OP  ACTING  MASTER  JOSSELYN. 

United  States  Steamer  Commodore  Hull,  ; 
Off  Roanoke  River,  N.  C,  May  6, 18M.  ) 

IR :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken 

his  vessel  in  the  action  of  the  fifth  instant  with 

rebel  ram. 

first  sighted  the  ram  at  half  past  one  o'clock, 
coming  out  of  the  river  in  company  with  two 
mers,  distant  about  two  miles.  In  accordance 
i  previous  instructions,  I  retreated  slowly  down 
sound,  keeping  out  of  range  of  her  ^uns  until 
flag-ship  came  up,  when  I  fell  into  line  astern 
he  Miami  About  five  o'clock  I  fired  several 
<m  from  my  pivot  guns  at  the  ram,  striking  it 
b  or  twice. 

t  half  past  six  I  engaged  the  ram  at  close 
rters,  firing  shell  from  my  pivot  and  broadside 
s,  many  of  which  struck  the  vessel,  effectually 
renting  the  opening  of  her  ports.  As  I  steamed 
id,  in  passing  the  ram's  bow  I  paid  out  a  large 
ie  for  the  purpose  of  fouling  his  propeller,  but, 
igh  encompassing  the  ram,  it  did  not  have  the 
ired  effect. 

ceased  firing  when  it  became  too  dark  to  dis- 
juish  the  enemy.  I  cannot  speak  too  highly 
he  conduct  of  my  officers  and  crew,  many  of 
latter  being  for  the  first  time  under  fire.  This 
tel  was  not  struck,  and  I  have  no  casualties  to 
art. 

taelosed  is  a  list  of  ammunition  expended. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Francis  Josseltn, 

Acting  Master,  commanding. 

»tain  Melancton  Smith,  U.  S.  N., 

8enior  Officer,  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

>DITIONAL  REPORT  OF  ACTING  MASTER 
JOSSELYN. 

United  States  Steamer  Commodore  Hull,  \ 
Off  Roanoke  River,  N.  C,  May  6,  1864.  J 

teport  of  ammunition  expended  during  engage- 
it  of  May  fifth : 

Tiirty-pounder  Panott  shell,  sixty,  (60.) 
Venty-four-pounder  howitzer  shell,  twenty- 
f,  (21.)         Respectfully  submitted, 

F.  JOSSELYN, 
Acting*  Master,  commanding, 
►tain  Melancton  Smith,  V.  8.  N., 

ten/or  Officer,  Boanda  of  North  Carolina.  \ 


REPORT  OP  LIEUT.  CHARLES  A.  FRENCH. 

United  States  Steamer  Miami,  off  Mouth  of  ) 
Roanoke  River,  N.  C  May  6,  1864.  \ 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  engagement  with  the  rebel  iron-clad  J 
ram  Albemarle,  and  Bombshell.  Yesterday,  at  one 
p.  M.,  I  got  under  way,  in  company  with  the 
Commodore  Hull,  Ceres,  and  army  transport 
Trumpeter,  and  proceeded  from  our  picket  sta- 
tion, off  Eden  ton  Bay,  across  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Roanoke,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  down 
torpedoes.  When  within  a  short  distance  of  the 
buoy  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  the  rebel  ram 
Albemarle  was  discovered  coming  down  the  river, 
accompanied  by  the  Cotton  Plant  and  Bombshell, 
the  last  two  steamers  laden  with  troops.  I  imme- 
diately despatched  the  Trumpeter  to  give  you  the 
earliest  notice  of  their  appearance.  The  vessels 
under  my  command  were  ordered  to  steam  in 
line  slowly  down  the  sound,  at  such  a  distance 
that  the  enemy's  movements  could  be  watched. 
We  dropped  down  to  Bluff  Point,  the  enemy  fol- 
lowing us  determinedly.  As  soon  as  you  came 
up,  I  steamed  ahead,  ready  to  follow  your  move- 
ments, and  engage  the  enemy.  At  twenty  min- 
utes to  five  I  opened  fire  with  solid  shot,  and  con- 
tinued firing  rapidly,  with  good  range.  The  ram 
was  struck  by  us  at  almost  our  first  fire,  and  I 
have  to  report,  throughout  the  action,  excellent 
firing  by  both  divisions  of  this  ship.  I  saw  the 
Sassacus  running  into  the  ram,  and  immediately 
headed  for  them  both,  with  the  intention  of  ex- 
ploding under  the  ram  the  torpedo  rigged  on  my 
bow ;  before  I  could  get  to  her,  however,  the  Sas- 
sacus became  disabled,  and  dropped  down  from 
her.  The  ram  had  changed  her  course,  and  I 
could  not  work  to  advantage,  on  account  of  the 
fire  of  our  own  vessels.  I  still  kept  up  a  fire 
when  it  could  be  done  without  exposing  the 
other  vessels  of  our  fleet  After  we  had  been 
firing  about  an  hour,  you  ordered  me  to  run  up 
to  the  ram  and  use  the  torpedo.  I  steamed 
ahead,  still  keeping  up  a  rapid  fire,  until  we  got 
within  the  ship's  length  of  her.  I  used  every 
endeavor  to  get  at  her,  bows  on,  but  the  Miami 
proving  herself  so  unwieldy,  and  so  very  bad  to 
steer,  the  enemy,  (who  was  probably  well  aware 
of  our  purpose,)  succeeded  in  keeping  clear  of  us, 
by  going  ahead  and  backing  and  turning.  We  did 
not  cease  our  fire,  however,  all  this  time.  The 
enemy  struck  us  three  or  four  times  while  within 
this  chase  range  ;  one  shot,  which  gassed  through 
the  after  part  of  the  cabin,  came  very  near  disabling 
our  rudder.  I  dropped  down  from  her,  and  reported 
to  you  the  reason  why  I  could  not  get  my  torpedo 
to  work.  You  then  ordered  me  to  follow  the 
Wyalusing  in  order.  I  did  so,  keeping  up  a  fire 
which  I  believe  was  more  effective  than  at  any 
previous  time,  as  I  am  confident  one  of  our  shot 
struck  the  upper  part  of  her  port  while  open,  if 
it  did  not  pass  into  her  interior.  Owing  to  the 
danger  of  getting  aground,  and  the  fact  of  the 
ship  handling  so  badly,  I  deemed  my  fire  more 
effectual  at  close  range  to  be  on  one  %\&&  ot  \m& 
than  to  attempt  to  paaa  dear  *tovHA\«st. 
more  than  ten  minute*  m  poured       ^ns>\»  >xo«o. 
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her  as  rapidly  as  we  could  fire ;  I  then  dropped 
astern,  to  give  the  vessels  coming  up  an  opportu- 
nity to  pass  and  engage  her.  It  was  then  grow- 
ing dark ;  the  ram  steamed  up  to  the  Roanoke 
River,  and  the  firing  soon  ceased  on  both  sides. 

The  officers  and  men  of  this  ship  behaved  with 
great  coolness,  and  did  their  whole  duty. 

Enclosed  you  will  please  find  carpenter's  and 
gunner' 8  reports.   Casualties,  none. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Charles  A.  French, 

Acting  Volunteer- Lieutenant,  commanding. 

Captain  M.  Smith,  U.  S.  N., 

Senior  Naval  Officer,  Sounds  North  Carolina. 

REPORT  OF  ACTING  MASTER  WELLS. 

United  States  Steamer  Gunboat  Miami,  { 
May  6,  1804.  \ 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  ammunition  expended  on  the  fifth  in- 
stant, in  the  action  with  the  iron-clad  ram  Albe- 
marle, in  the  Albemarle  Sound. 
Seventy-six  (76)  thirteen-pound  nine-inch  car- 
tridges. 

Seventy-six  (76)  solid  nine-inch  shot. 
Forty-one  (41)  ten-pound  six-inch  cartridges ; 

one  hundred-pounder  rifle. 
Forty-one  (41)  solid  six-inch  shot,  (chilled  ends,) 

four  long,  and  thirty-seven  short 
Seventy-six  (76)  selvage  wads. 
One  hundred  and  fifty  (150)  percussion  primers. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  N.  Welles, 

Acting  Master  and  Executive  Officer. 

Acting  Vol.  Lieut  Charles  A.  French, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Steamer  Miami. 

REPORT  OF  H.  S.  BUCKLEY,  CARPENTER'S  MATE. 

United  States  Steamer  Miami,  ) 
May  C,  1864.  \ 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report 
of  damages  received  by  this  vessel,  in  hull,  &c, 
during  the  engagement  with  the  rebel  ram  Roan- 
oke, in  Albemarle  Sound,  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
fifth  instant : 

One  shot  struck  smoke-stack,  and  passed 
through,  scattering  fragments  over  quarter  deck ; 
one  struck  starboard  wheel-house,  and  carried 
away  hand-rail,  passing  through  port  quarter 
boat,  tearing  away  her  planking ;  one  shell  struck 
under  the  starboard  counter,  passed  through,  cut- 
ting away  hang  knee  under  after  beam,  and  burst- 
ing in  tiller-reom,  cutting  through  solid  work  of 
after  pivot  boss,  and  carrying  away  two  thirds 
of  second  after  beam  and  hang  knee  on  port  side, 
starting  two  outside  planks,  and  started  the  decks 
up  under  pivot  gun,  and  knocked  down  the  cabin 
bulkhead,  making  a  total  wreck  of  the  tiller-room. 
The  ship  is  very  much  shaken  from  the  effects  of 
the  rapid  firing,  making  about  five  inches  of  water 
per  hour.  Several  snot  and  shell  passed  over 
our  top  gear,  but  did  little  damage,  save  cutting 
away  smoke-stack  guys. 

During  the  engagement  off  Plymouth  with  the 
same  vessel,  the  ram  ran  under  our  port  bow, 
and  scarred  the  planking  for  several  feet,  within 


fourteen  inches  of  the  water.  A  shell  fi 
No.  3  struck  the  ram,  rebounded  and  expkx 
ting^  away  port  forward  boat  davit,  andfc 
passing  through  deck  forward  of  boiler  i 
board  waist,  and  cutting  away  port  imol 
guys,  and  passing  through  smoke-stack. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient « 
Henry  S.  Bra 

Carpet* 

Acting  Vol.  Lieut  C.  A.  French, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Steamer  Miami 

REPORT  OF  ACTING  MASTER  POST 

United  States  Steamer  Ci 
Albemarle  Sound,  May  A,  1 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  tha 
the  engagement  yesterday  with  the  re 
this  vessel  received  no  damage,  neither  w» 
any  casualties. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  semi 
H.  H.  Fos 

Acting  Master,  cob 

Captain  Melancton  Smith,  U.  S.  N., 

Senior  Naval  Officer,  Sounds  of  North  Carolia 

REPORT  OF  ACTING  ENSIGN  BAR] 

United  States  Steamer  Wihtehzai 
Roanoke  River,  N.  C,  May  6* 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to 
part  taken  by  this  vessel  during  the  eng 
of  yesterday  (fifth)  with  the  rebel  iron- 
Albemarle  and  gunboat  Bombshell. 

In  obedience  to  a  general  signal  mac 
flag-ship  Mattabesett,  I  weighed  ancboi 
and  proceeded  up  the  Albemarle  Sound, 
the  United  States  steamer  Wyalusing.  ' 
ram,  accompanied  by  two  steamers,  was 
covered  apparently  steaming  towards  ui 
to  quarters  immediately,  and  prepared  ft 
At4.3()the  action  became  general  bet 
leading  vessels,  Mattabesett,  Sassacus,  a 
lusing,  and  the  ram  Albemarle. 

Owing  to  the  superior  rate  of  spec 
above-named  vessels,  I  was  unable  to  I 
vessel  into  action  until  after  the  rebel 
Bombshell  had  surrendered.  The  rebel 
Cotton  Plant,  with  a  number  of  launch* 
having  succeeded  in  making  her  escape, : 
tion  was  then  directed  to  the  ram,  up 
I  opened  fire  with  the  hundred-noun 
using  solid  shot  first  at  a  distance  of  one 
yards,  but  it  was  soon  lessened  to  four 
yards. 

The  ram,  meanwhile,  commenced  to  n 
wards  Roanoke  River. 

Being  ordered  by  you  to  take  my 
astern  of  the  United  States  steamet  M 
follow  up  tbe  attack  closely,  I  immedis 
the  position  assigned ;  but  finding  thai 
not  use  the  hundred-pounder  rifle  e 
I  steamed  ahead  of  the  Miami,  and  on 
parallel  to  that  which  Jthe  rebel  stet 
making,  until  I  approached  within  two 
yards  of  her.  At  this  distance  we  toe 
making  some  excellent  shots,  the  projec 
being  solid  chilled-end  shot,  which  n 
made  a  serious  impression  on  the  iron 
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ram,  as  I  judged  from  the  appearance  of  the 
^SjjciDg  on  her,  when  viewed  through  a  glass, 
^i^teeping  the  ram  on  my  starboard  beam,  I  ran 
^^e*d  °f  and  across  her  bows,  making  a  circuit 
^boat  her. 

Notwithstanding  the  heavy  fire  which  was  con- 
centrated on  the  rebel  iron-clad  by  our  vessels, 
she  succeeded,  under  the  cover  of  approaching 
-darkness,  to  make  good  her  escape  up  the  Roan- 
oke River.    Having  ceased  firing  at  7.30  p.  M., 
•we  came  to  anchor  off  the  mouth  of  the  river,  at 
•right,  with  the  fleet.    I  have  no  casualties  to  re- 
port. Ammunition  expended,  seventeen  solid  shot, 
vifie  one  hundred- pounder,  and  one  hundred  and 
— wertty  pounds  common  powder. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  Barrett, 

Acting  Knsign,  commauding. 

Captain  Mrlancton  Smith, 
Benior  Naval  Officer,  Sounds  of  N.  C. 

ADDITIONAL  REPORTS  OF  LIEUT.-COM.  ROE. 

Usitki>  States  Steamer  Sassacus,  J 
Jamks  River,  Juue  24, 18M.  ) 

Sir:  I  respectfully  request  that  the  enclosed 
communication  may  be  appended  to  my  report  of 
^lay  sixth,  on  the  engagement  with  the  iron-clad 
Alfenarle. 

This"  paper  is  a  duplicate  of  one  sent  to  Captain 
™**ith,  at  the  time  of  its  date,  and  I  furnish  it 
|***der  the  apprehension  that  the  original  may  not 
**^ve  reached  you. 

I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  A.  Roe, 

Lieutenant-Commander. 

^Vdmiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Com 'ding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron,  James  River,  Va. 

Uxited  States  Steamer  Sasbaws,  I 
Albemarle  Sound,  N.  C,  May  7,  lhCA.  \ 

Sir  :  My  attention  being  called  by  you  to  that 
{Mixtion  of  my  report  of  the  Sassacus,  in  the  en- 
gagement of  the  fifth  instant,  in  relation  to  the 
Capture  of  the  Bombshell,  it  will  be  observed  that 
the  Sassacus  was  second  in  line  astern  of  the  Mat- 
tabesett, and  was  totally  ignorant  of  what  the  lat- 
ter vessel  had  done. 

The  Sassacus,  seeing  the  Bombshell  approach 
her,  as  she  was  coming  around  to  attack  the  ram, 
ordered  her  to  surrender,  and  go  below  and  an- 
chor, which  was  done. 

I  merely  narrated  the  facts  which  occurred  in 
this  vessel,  and  the  Mattabesett  may  have  done 
precisely  what  the  Sassacus  did,  without  the  latter 
Knowing  it. 

I  trust  this  will  explain  any  apparent  contra- 
dictions that  may  seem  to  exist  in  the  reports  of 
the  two  vessels. 

I  was  not  aware  that  she  had  already  surren- 
dered to  the  Mattabesett,  as  you  state  she  had. 
Upon  questioning  Captain  Hudjjins,  who  com- 
manded the  Bombshell,  and  who  is  now  a  prison- 
er of  war  on  board  this  ship,  he  replied,  lie  sur- 
rendered his  vessel  to  the  second  vessel  in  line  ; 
that  his  flag  had  not  been  hauled  down  to  the 
first,  and  that  no  surrender  had  been  made  of 


his  vessel  until  ordered  by  the  second  vessel  in 
the  line  to  do  so,  when  he  struck. 

He  did  not,  nor  does  he  know  the  name  of  the 
vessel  to  whom  he  surrendered,  but  that  it  was 
to  the  second  vessel  in  line. 

I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  A.  Roe, 

Lieutenant,  commanding.  . 

Captain  M.  Smitii, 
Commanding  Naval  Forces,  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

ADDITIONAL  REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  SMITH. 
United  States  Steamer  Mattaiik*ktt,  \ 

ALliKMAKLK  SOUND,  N.  C  ,  Julie  4,  J 

Sir  :  Your  order  of  May  seventeenth,  through 
Rear- Admiral  Lee,  directing  a  full  report  to  ne 
furnished  of  the  collision  of  the  Sassacus  with  the 
rebel  ram  Albemarle,  together  with  a  diagram 
showing  the  position  of  the  two  vessels,  is  re- 
ceived, and  I  have  the  honor  to  mako  the  follow- 
ing report : 

One  report  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Roe 
has  already  been  forwarded  to  Admiral  Lee,  and 
I  retained  two  —  one  from  himself,  and  the  other 
from  his  executive  officer  —  to  avoid  multiplying 
testimony  that  appeared  to  me  to  be  much  exag- 
gerated ;  but  both  reports  are  now  enclosed. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Roe  states  that  he 
"  struck  the  ram  Albemarle  fairly,  just  abaft  his 
beam,  at  about  nine  or  ten  knots'  speed.  The 
blow  jarred  and  careened  her  so  much  that  the 
water  flowed  freely  over  her  decks."  His  execu- 
tive officer  states  that  **  we  had  a  start  of  three 
or  four  hundred  yards,  and  were  making  about 
eleven  knots  when  we  struck  her  with  our  prow  at 
right  angles  on  the  starboard  quarter,  at  the 
junction  of  her  after  casemate  with  the  hull,  for- 
cing her  side  under  water  two  or  three  feet." 

It  is  my  impression  that  the  Sassacus,  when 
within  five  hundred  yards  of  the  ram,  had  stopped 
her  engines,  and  when  fairly  pointed,  commenced 
steaming  towards  him,  making  it  apparent  that 
she  intended  to  try  the  effects  of  ramming.  I  re- 
marked to  Captain  Febiger  at  that  time,  "  How 
slow  she  moves ; "  and  in  a  few  moments  she 
struck,  as  represented,  fa irly,  and  nearly  at  right 
angles,  causing  the  water  to  flow  over  the  deck  aft. 

I  subsequently  called  Lieutenant-Commander 
Roc's  attention  to  the  statement  made  by  him  in 
reference  to  the  rate  of  speed,  which  he  evident- 
ly estimated  by  the  number  of  revolutions,  with- 
out considering  the  short  distance  he  had  to  run, 
from  a  dead  stand,  to  reach  the  ram ;  but  as  he 
was  not  disposed  to  make  the  correction,  although 
I  had  taken  the  report  on  board  for  that  purpose, 
as  well  as  to  examine  his  injuries,  I  forwarded  it 
as  it  was. 

I  should  judge,  from  the  slight  injury  the  vessel 
sustained,  and  the  short  distance  that  the  Sassa- 
cus was  from  the  ram  when  heading  for  him,  that 
her  speed  did  not  exceed  five  knots.  The  Albe- 
marle, as  I  have  since  learned,  did  not  sustain  the 
slighest  injury  from  the  collision. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Roe  also  states,  "I 
put  three  rifle  shot  into  her  port,  and  the  musilea 
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of  two  of  her  puns  were  badly  broken."  This  is 
evidently  a  mistake,  as  the  Albemarle  has  but 
two  guns,  each  one  working  in  three  ports,  and 
not  a  man  on  board  was  injured.  The  muzzle  of 
one  gun  was  broken,  and  the  four  deserters  from 
the  ram  report  that  it  was  damaged  in  the  early 
part  of  the  action  on  the  port  side,  but  they  con- 
tinued to  use  it  throughout  the  engagement  The 
stems  of  the  double-enders,  as  well  as  the  rudder- 
guards,  are  nearly  perpendicular,  are  very  frail, 
and  are  not  calculated  to  run  up  on  the  deck. 
Had  they  been  armed,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the 
Sassacus  would  have  brought  sufficient  weight 
upon  the  deck  to  have  sunk  him. 

I  herewith  enclose  a  diagram  of  the  position  of 
the  Sassacus  and  Albemarle  at  the  time  of  collis- 
ion, and  after  they  had  been  separated  bv  the 
ram's  steaming  ahead.  I  have  sent  also  to  llear- 
Admirnl  Lee  a  fragment  of  a  solid  shot  fired  from 
the  one  hundred-pounder  rifle  of  the  Sassacus 
when  close  alongside,  proving  that  the  various 
reports  heretofore  made  of  the  invulnerability  of 
the  ram  have  not  been  much  exaggerated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant 

Mklancton  Smith, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer,  in  Sounds  of  N.  C. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

U.  8.  Rteamkr  Sassacus.  off  Bluff  Point,  J 
Albemarle  Sound,  (Midnight,)  May  5,  1804.  J 

Sir  :  I  have  not  had  opportunity  to  send  you  a 
written  despatch  earlier.  I  sent  you  verbal  re- 
ports by  the  Ceres,  which  it  appears  you  have  not 
received. 

I  struck  the  ram  Albemarle  fairly,  just  abaft  her 
beam,  at  about  nine  or  ten  knots  speed.  The 
blow  jarred  and  careened  her  so  much  that  the 
water  flowed  freely  over  her  decks,  and  gave  her 
so  great  a  tilt,  that  I  at  one  time  hoped  I  should 
sink  her.  I  kept  the  engine  going,  and  retained 
my  position  there,  forcing  her  broadside  to  for 
some  ten  minutes,  hoping  some  of  our  gunboats 
might  get  up  alongside,  opposite  to  me,  as  she 
was  unable  to  harm  them  by  ramming.  Finding 
this  could  not  be,  and  she  starting  ahead,  the  Sas- 
sacus slued  obliquely  towards  her  starboard  side, 
when  she  fired,  raking  us,  putting  a  one  hundred- 
pound  rifle  shot  clean  through  our  starboard  boil- 
er, fore  and  aft.  We  then  fired  the  pivot  rifle, 
striking  her  port  side,  and  a  fragment  of  this  shot 
flew  back  upon  my  deck.  This  shot  was  broken 
into  fragments.  I  fired  again  with  similar  results. 
I  put  three  rifle  shot  into  her  port,  and  the  muz- 
zles of  two  of  her  guns  were  badly  broken.  The 
shock  of  the  collision  was  heavy,  but  did  me  no 
damage  that  I  yet  know,  except  breaking  and 
sluing  aside  the  projection  outside  the  rudder. 
She  does  not  leak.  I  received  two  severe  shots 
from  the  ram*  while  alongside  of  her,  which  were 
returned  wilh  interest 

After  the  boiler  was  burst,  the  escape  of  steam 
blinded  everybody,  from  the  hurricane  deck  down 
to  the  fire-room.    The  steam  was  terrible.  One 

man  diid  instantly,  and  I  shall  probably  lose  four  \        .  _  _   

or  are  more.    The  chief  engineer,  Mr.  Hobby,  ^^^MS 


badly  scalded,  but  most  nobly  and  heroiolf » 
mained  at  his  post,  and  saved  us  from  i  m 
disaster,  of  explosion  to  the  other  boik,  aid 
being  helpless.  Soon  as  I  drifted  round  deer  t* 
the  ram,  and  amidst  the  suffocating  mm,  q 
men  and  officers  jumped  to  the  gun*,  mi  m 
tinued  pouring  out  solid  shot  into  theemaj,^ 
we  drifted  down  out  of  range.  The  engnisj 
still  working  slowly  on  a  vacuum,  and  I 


in  getting  her  out  of  the  way  of  the  other  m 
boats,  and  was  forced  to  withdraw  finally  M 
action  only  because  the  engine  at  lost  ttoppL 

In  the  mean  time,  before  I  rammed  the  tm,k 
enemy's  gunboat  Bombshell,  with  three  m 
howitzers  and  one  twenty-pounder  Parrott,is* 
had  been  playing  upon  us,  was  hulled,  and  ode* 
to  surrender,  which  she  did,  hauling  don  to 
rebel  flag.  I  ordered  her  to  drop  downhekvfc 
scene  of  action  and  anchor,  which  she  did. 

After  I  got  the  Sassacus  out  of  the  way,ls»  \ 
the  army  steam-tug  to  bring  her  aloaguoeotv  ] 
and  anchor.    This  was  done.   The  I 
up,  and  I  removed  from  her  the  officers  tndi 
captured  from  the  Bombshell;  they  are  nom 
bbard  this  vessel.   I  sent  a  prize  crew  to 
Bombshell,  started  her  fires,  and  I  believe  ife'i 
now  ready  to  move  under  steam. 

I  was  compelled  to  haul  all  fires  on  beads' 
this  vessel,  but  am  now  trying  to  get  steam  etot 
port  boiler.  Some  pipes  are  knocked  awa?,jttl 
hope  to  get  able  to  move  slowly  to-morrow.  Tk 
starboard  boiler  is,  I  fear,  totally  ruined.  1  faro 
no  M  ounded  to  speak  of  from  the  enemy's  shot 
We  were  bulled  several  times,  and  the  injur  u 
the  boiler  is,  I  believe,  the  most  serious  I  hue. 

My  people  behaved  most  gallantly;  the  often 
nobly.  I  believe  the  ram  is  damaged ;  bat  ? 
solid  shot  split  into  fragments,  and  fly  back  apt* 
my  deck,  it  is  a  proof  that  she  is  more  formidable 
than  the  Atlanta  or  Merrimac 

When  alongside  of  her  we  threw  errnaok 
down  her  hawse  hatch  from  aloft.  I  had  chanjei 
of  powder  prepared  ready  to  throw  down  be? 
stack,  but  could  not  do  it  from  aloft. 

She  played  musketry  upon  me  severely  aD  tk 
time.  I  was  well  prepared  for  my  work,  and eo 
far  as  I  can  know,  the  effort  to  run  her  don 
was  fairly  made.    She  is  too  strong  for  us. 

I  regret  most  profoundly  that  I  was  obliged  to 
drift  out  of  the  fight  just  as  it  was  becoming  in- 
teresting, and  when  my  services  were  still  needed, 
but  I  fear  I  am  now  totally  hors  dt  eombsl  1 
shall  await  your  orders  here,  as  I  learn  the  enenr 
has  been  dnven  out  of  the  sound  into  his  retreat. 
If  we  did  not  gain  a  victory,  we  have  not  suffered 
a  defeat,  and  the  enemy  was  driven  before  oar 
wooden  boats. 

Be  pleased  to  send  me  instructions  about  the 
Bombshell  and  my  own  ship.    I  will  endeavor  to 
send  you  a  more  specific  report  soon,  and  I  pnj 
you  will  excuse  this  hasty  and  imperfect  one. 
I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  A.  Bob, 
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v-   BKFORT  OF  ACTING  MASTER  BOUTELLE. 

United  States  Steamer  Sassacus,  ) 
Albemarle  Sound,  May  0, 18M.  J 

SIR :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  damages  received  in  the  master's  de- 
partment of  this  Rhip  during  her  engagement 
^rith  the  rebel  iron-clad  ram  Albemarle  and  her 
consort,  the  rebel  steamer  Bombshell,  on  the  fifth 
instant.  In  ramming  the  Albemarle,  we  had  a 
start  of  three  to  four  hundred  yards,  and  were 
Asking  about  eleven  knots,  when  we  struck  her 
^^h,  our  prow  at  right  angles  on  her  starboard 
"*"~~urter  at  the  junction  of  her  after  casemate  with 

 1  hull,  forcing  her  side  under  water  two  or  three 

and  pushing  her  broadside  to  before  us  ;  our 
JJJ^"  then  resting  on  her  quarter,  her  engine  work 


ahead,  bringing  a  heavy  strain  across  our 
'S'^*r*»  our  outer  or  false  stem  with  its  ram,  which 
been  started  by  the  shock  of  collision,  were 


v**Ced  off,  the  stem  splintering  from  two  and  a 
wj^lf  feet  below  the  rail  to  the  lower  part  of  the 
^^dder,  and  hanging  by  the  lower  portion  across 
bow  on  the  starboard  side,  starting  and 
^Wintering  the  outer  wood  ends,  and  tearing  away 
^1  of  the  false  bow  forward  of  the  rudder,  which 
^%  apparently  not  materially  injured  on  its  inner 
portion,  as  it  moves  quite  freely  by  the  use  of  the 
wheeL  The  position  in  which  we  lay  when  first 
sjtriking  the  ram  rendered  it  impossible  for  him  to 
train  any  of  his  guns  upon  us,  but  the  headway 
of  the  two  vessels,  exerted  at  right  angles,  forced 
her  gradually  round  on  our  starboard  bow,  when 
he  fired  two  six-inch  rifle  shots  into  us  in  rapid 
succession.  The  first  of  these,  fired  from  his 
after  gun  so  near  as  to  cover  our  bow  with  smoke 
and  burned  powder,  entered  ten  feet  abaft  the 
stem  and  three  feet  above  the  copper  on  the  star- 
board side,  passing  through  the  yeoman's  store- 
room, thence  diagonally  across  the  berth-deck, 
and  striking  between  the  skin  and  the  back  of  the 
fifth  hanging  knee  from  forward  on  the  port  side, 
cut  through  the  ship's  side  at  an  angle  of  about 
twenty  degrees,  and  fell  in  the  water  astern.  This 
shot  was  immediately  followed  by  a  similar  one 
from  his  forward  gun,  which  shot  entering  abreast 
of  the  foremast  four  feet  above  the  water  on  the 
starboard  side,  crushed  obliquely  through  the  side, 
cutting  through  the  back  of  hanging  knee,  and 
leaving  the  inside  of  the  ceiling  about  seven  and 
one-half  feet  abaft  where  it  first  struck  on  the 
outside.  From  thence  it  passed  through  the 
throat  of  the  next  hanging  knee,  through  the  dis- 
pensary and  bulkhead,  starboard  coal-bunker, 
passing  on  through  the  starboard  boiler,  and 
seeping  on  through  the  engine-room,  cut  in  two 
a  three-inch  iron  stanchion,  thence  through  steer- 
age and  ward-room  bulkheads,  smashing  doors  and 
sideboard,  cutting  through  magazine  screen,  when, 
striking  an  oak  stanchion,  which  it  splintered, 
it  glanced  at  right  angles  and  lodged  in  one  of  the 
starboard  state-rooms.  Many  other  shot  passed 
over  the  ship,  one  of  them  cutting  through  the 
boarding  netting  two  feet  above  the  rail  on  port 
quarter,  but  most  of  them  passing  between  the 
spars  and  rigging,  which  were  not  injured.  In 
clearing"  the  ram,  our  starboard  wheel  passed  over , 
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her  stern,  crushing  a  launch  which  she  was  towing, 
and  injuring  the  buckets  and  braces  more  or  less 
on  her  hull.    On  examination  I  And  that  the  shot 
holes  are  all  well  above  the  water-line,  and  as  the 
ship  makes  no  more  water  than  usual,  I  think  her 
actual  injury  to  the  hull  much  less  than  would 
seem  a  natural  result  from  so  tremendous  a  shock. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
C.  A.  Boutelle, 
Actiug  Muster,  U.  S.  N. 
Lieutenant-Commander  Francis  A.  Roe, 

U.  S.  Steamer  Sassacua,  Albemarle  Sound,  N.  C. 

ADDITIONAL  RE  POUT  OF  CAPT.  SMITH. 

United  Status  Steamer  Mattabesett,  \ 
Albemarle  Sound,  N.  C,  May  24, 1854.  j 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  the  ram  made  his  appear- 
ance to-day  for  the  first  time  since  the  engage- 
ment of  the  fifth  instant,  lie  came  down  in  sight 
of  the  picket  boats  stationed  off  the  mouth  of  the 
Roanoke  River,  with  head  up  stream,  and  was 
accompanied  by  a  row-boat  that  pulled  several 
times  diagonally  across  the  river,  as  if  dragging 
for  torpedoes.  The  Whitehead  fired  a  shell,  which 
exploded  near  his  stern,  when  the  Albemarle  im- 
mediately steamed  up  the  river. 

I  have  heard  from  contrabands  and  refugees 
direct  from  Plymouth,  that  the  plating  of  the  ram 
was  much  injured ;  that  four  of  our  shots  pene- 
trated Ins  outer  armor,  and  that  the  concussion 
caused  by  our  fire  was  so  severe  that  it. was  found 
impossible  to  keep  a  light  burning,  and  that  one 
of  the  guns  was  rendered  useless.  What  repairs 
have  been  made  are  not  known. 

I  am  of  the  opinion,  from  the  intelligence  re- 
ceived from  Plymouth,  that  they  are  evacuating 
the  place.  Several  guns  have  been  sent  up  the 
river,  and  large  loads  of  furniture  arc  being  towed 
up  by  every  steamer.  The  guns  of  the  Southfield 
have  been  raised ;  one  has  been  sent  away,  and 
two  are  on  the  wharf  ready  for  transportation.  I 
have  informed  the  commanding  General  at  New- 
bern  of  the  state  of  affairs  at  Plymouth,  and 
signified  my  desire  to  cooperate  with  him  in  re- 
taking the  place  if  he  could  spare  the  necessary 
force,  as  I  have  heard  from  a  reliable  source  that 
they  have  but  two  hundred  men  and  the  ram  to 
guard  it.    *  *  *  I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Melancton  Smith, 

Captain  ami  Senior  Officer,  in  Sounds  of  N.  C. 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  N.  A.  D.  Squadron. 


DOC.  18. 

DESTRUCTION  OF  TIIE  HATTERAS. 
CAPT.  RAPHAEL  SEMMES'S  REPORT. 
C.  S.  Stkameh  Alabama,  Baiiia,  May  17,  1863. 
I  arrived  at  Galveston  (under  sail)  on  the 
eleventh  of  January,  and  just  before  nightfall 
made  the  enemy's  fleet  lying  off  the  bar,  consist- 
ing of  five  ships  of  war.   One  of  the  steamers  was 
soon  after  perceived  to  get  uwtai  \\^T ,  *.tA  %\mse 
in  our  direction.   I  oi&eTedl  fcte&m         ^px  >xfc* 
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but  set  sail  on  the  ship  as  a  decoy,  that  I  might 
entice  the  enemy's  ship  sufficiently  far  from  the 
fleet  to  offer  her  battle.  I  wore  ship  and  stood 
away  from  the  bar,  permitting  the  enemy  to  ap- 
proach me  by  slow  degrees.  When  the  enemy 
had  approached  sufficiently  near,  I  took  in  all  sail, 
and  wearing  short  around,  ran  up  within  hail.  It 
was  now  dark,  it  being  about  seven  o'clock. 

The  enemy  hailed,  "  What  ship  is  that  ?  "  We 
responded,  "Her  Majesty's  steamer  Petrel." 
The  reply  was,  "  I  will  send  a  boat  on  board." 
We  now  hailed  in  turn,  to  know  who  the  enemy 
was,  and  when  we  had  received  the  reply  that  he 
was  the  "  United  States  steamer  Hatteras,"  we 
again  hailed  him,  and  informed  him  that  we  were 
the  Confederate  steamer  Alabama;  and  at  the 
same  time  I  directed  the  First  Lieutenant  to  open 
fire  upon  him.  Our  fire  was  promptly  returned,  and 
a  brisk  action  ensued,  which  lasted,  however,  oniy 
thirteen  minutes,  as  at  the  end  of  that  time  the 
enemy  fired  an  off  gun  and  showed  a  light ;  and 
upon  being  hailed  by  us  to  know  if  he  had  sur- 
rendered, he  replied  that  he  bad,  and  that  he  was 
in  a  sinking  condition.  I  immediately  despatched 
boats  to  his  assistance,  and  had  just  time  to  re- 
move the  crew  when  the  ship  went  down. 

The  casualties  were  slight  on  both  sides,  al- 
though the  action  was  fought  at  a  distance  of  from 
one  hundred  and  fifty  to  four  hundred  yards.  Our 
shot  all  told  on  his  hull  about  the  water  line, 
and  hence,  the  small  number  of  killed  and  wound- 
ed on  the  part  of  the  enemy  —  two  of  the  former 
and  three  of  the  latter.  We  had  none  killed  and 
only  one  wounded.  The  Hatteras  mounted  eight 
guns,  and  had  a  crew  of  eighteen  officers  and  one 
Hundred  and  eight  men.  The  Alabama  also 
mounted  eight  guns,  (with  a  small  captured  piece, 
a  twenty-four  pounder,  too  light  to  be  of  any  ser- 
vice,) and  had  a  crew  of  one  hundred  and  ten  men, 
exclusive  of  officers.  Four  of  the  Hatteras'  guns 
were  thirty-two  pounders  —  the  same  calibre  as 
our  broadside  euns,  but  our  pivot  guns  were  heav- 
ier than  hers,  this  being  the  only  disparity  between 
the  two  ships. 

We  received  a  few  shot  holes  from  the  enemy, 
doing  no  material  damage.  The  enemy's  steamer 
steamed  out  in  pursuit  of  us  soon  after  the  action 
commenced,  but  missed  us' in  the  darkness  of  the 
night.  Being  embarrassed  with  a  large  number 
of  prisoners,  I  steamed  directly  for  Jamaica,  where 
I  arrived  on  the  twentieth  of  January.  Here  I 
landed  my  prisoners,  repaired  damages,  coaled 
ship,  and  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  January  I  pro- 
ceeded to  sea  again.  On  the  twenty-eighth  of 
January  I  touched  at  the  city  of  St.  Domingo,  in 
the  island  of  the  same  name,  and  landed  the  crews 
of  two  of  the  enemy's  ships  which  I  had  burned. 
I  sailed  again  on  the  same  day,  and  made  my  way 

to  ,  thence  to  the  island  of  ,  and  thence 

*  to  this  place,  where  I  arrived  yesterday — burning, 
bonding,  and  destroying  enemy's  ships,  as  per  list 
enclosed.      I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  Semmes, 
Commander 

Soil  8.  R  Malloby, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Doc.  19. 

ATTEMPT  TO  DESTROY"  THE  ALBEMABU 

CAPTAIN  M.  SMITH'S  REPORT. 

United  States  Steamer  Mattabhshi 
Albemarle  Sound,  N.  C,  May50,ttH  | 

Snt :  I  have  to  report  that  an  effort  vu  oh& 
on  the  twenty-fifth  instant,  at  eleven  o'clock  r.i, 
by  five  volunteers  from  the  steamer .Wyalusb^to 
destroy  the  iron-clad  Albemarle. 

The  party  left  at  two  o'clock  P.  M.  on  thetiot 
ty-fifth  instant,  (having  made  a  reconnoiaBi 
two  days  before,)  and  ascended  the  Middle  Bin 
in  the  Mattabesett's  dingey,  with  two  torprfoa, 
(each  containing  one  hundred  pounds  of  potdaj 
and  their  appendages,  which  tney  transported « 
a  stretcher  across  the  island  swamps.  Chsta 
Baldwin,  coal-heaver,  and  John  W.  Lloyd, » 
swain,  then  swam  the  Roanoke  River,  withalfc, 
and  hauled  the  torpedoes  over  to  the  PIjtnjA 
shore,  above  the  town.  They  were  then  conartd 
by  a  bridle,  floated  down  with  the  current,  ai 
guided  by  Charles  Baldwin,  who  designed  to 
place  them  across  the  bow  of  the  ram— one* 
either  side  —  and  Allen  Crawford,  fireman,  ito 
was  stationed  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  mo, 
in  the  swamp,  was  to  explode  them  on  a  giw 
signal. 

Everything  had  worked  favorably  from  tbeti 
of  starting,  until  the  torpedoes  were  within  t  fca 
yards  of  the  ram,  when  Baldwin  was  discoveM 
and  hailed  by  a  sentry  on  the  wharf. 

Two  shots  were  then  fired,  and  a  volley  of  am- 
ketry,  which  induced  John  W.  Lloyd,  wno  head 
the  challenge  and  reports  of  small  arms,  to  cat 
the  guiding  line,  throw  away  the  coQ,  and  tiia 
the  river  again  to  join  John  Laverty,  fireman, 
who  was  left  in  charge  of  his  clothes  and  ami 
These  two  men,  with  the  boat-keeper,  Benjaan 
Lloyd,  coal-heaver,  returned  to  the  ship  the 
morning  of  the  twenty-seventh,  alter  an  abaenei 
of  thirty-eight  hours  in  the  swamps,  encounteriaff 
the  additional  discomfort  of  a  rainy  day  and 
night. 

Two  days'  unsuccessful  search  was  made  for 
Baldwin  and  Crawford,  both  of  whom  made  their 
appearance  on  Sunday,  the  twenty-ninth  instant, 
much  fatigued  by  travel,  and  somewhat  exhausted 
from  the  loss  of  food.  No  traces  of  their  intended 
designs  were  left  behind  them.  I  cannot  too 
highly  commend  this  party  for  their  courage,  seal, 
and  unwearied  exertion  in  carrying  out  a  project 
that  had  for  some  time  been  under  consideration. 
The  plan  of  executing  it  was  their  own,  except  in 
some  minor  details,  and  although  defeated  in  their 

Surpose,  (by  accidentally-  fouling  a  schooner,)  I 
eem  it  my  imperative  duty  to  recommend  John 
W.  Lloyd  and  Charles  Baldwin  to  be  promoted  to 
a  higher  grade ;  and  that  all  receive  the  M  medal 
of  honor''  and  pecuniary  reward  awarded  by  act 
of  Congress  for  distinguished  services. 

Four  deserters  from  the  rebel  ram  Albemarle 
were  brought  on  board  by  the  picket  boat  yester- 
y  ,W\A  ckcov&V  'wt&oat  delaying  the  army  boat, 
\ commxxnuate  tab  Vxftg&Bjnn*  ^mtj  \nma>-  ttat 
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m£mte,  however,  that  the  ram  Neuse  is  afloat,  and 
■eady  in  all  respects  for  service. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Mklancton  Smith, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer,  in  Sounds  of  N.  Carolina. 
-Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lek. 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Doc.  20. 

SUSPENSION  OF  HABEAS  CORPUS,  WITII 
ItULES  OF  THE  WAR  DEPARTMENT. 

Adjutant  a>i>  Instfatob  Gk.vkkal's  Office,  ) 
Kichmoxh,  Va.,  March  10,  i.wvi.  ( 

**<aicral  Orders,  No.  31. 

.^1.  TliE  following  Act  of  Congress  "  for  the  sus- 
^^nsion  of  the  Writ  of'  Habeas  Corpus  in  certain 
^^•€8,"  with  the  instructions  of  the  War  Depart- 
***«nt,  is  published  for  the  information  of  all  con- 

[No.  73.] 

"^21  Act  to  suspend  the  privilege  of  the  Writ  of 
Habeas  Corpus  in  certain  cases. 

Whereas  the  Constitution  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America  provides,  in  article  first,  section 
>)rae,  paragraph  three,  that  "  the  privilege  of  the 
writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  be  suspended,  un- 
less when  in  case  of  rebellion  or  invasion,  the 
public  safety  may  require  it ; "  aftd  whereas,  the 
power  of  suspending  the  privilege  of  said  writ,  as 
recognised  in  said  article  first,  is  vested  solely  in 
the  Congress,  which  is  the  exclusive  judge  of 'the 
necessity  of  such  suspension ;  and  whereas,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Congress,  the  public  safety  requires 
toe  suspension  of  said  writ  in  the  existing  case  of 
the  invasion  of  these  states  by  the  armies  of  the 
United  States;  and  whereas,  the  President  has 
asked  for  the  suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus,  and  informed  Congress  of  conditions  of 
public  danger  which  render  the  suspension  of  the 
■writ  a  measure  proper  for  the  public  defence, 
against  invasion  and  insurrection :  now,  therefore, 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
America  do  enact,  that,  during  the  present  inva- 
sion of  the  Confederate  StateH,  the  privilege  of 
the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  be,  and  the  same  is  here- 
by, suspended;  but  such  suspension  shall  apply 
only  to  the  cases  of  persons  arrested  or  detained 
by  order  of  the  President,  Secretary  of  War,  or 
the  general  officer  commanding  the  trans-Missis- 
sippi Military  Department,  by  the  authority  and 
under  the  control  of  the  President.  It  is  hereby 
declared  that  the  purpose  of  Congress,  in  the  pus- 
sage  of  this  act,  is  to  provide  more  effectually  for 
the  public  safety,  by  suspending  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  in  the  following  cases,  and  no  others : 

First.  Of  treason,  or  treasonable  efforts  or 
'combinations  to  subvert  the  government  of  the 
Confederate  States. 

Second.  Of  conspiracies  to  overthrow  the  gov- 
ernment, or  conspiracies  to  resist  the  lawful  author- 
ities of  the  Confederate  States. 

Third.    Of  combining  to  assist  the  enemy,  on 


of  communicating  intelligence  to  the  enemy,  or 
giving  him  aid  and  comfort. 

Fourth.  Of  conspiracies,  preparations,  and  at- 
tempts to  incite  servile  insurrection. 

Fifth.  Of  desertions,  or  encouraging  deser- 
tions, of  harboring  deserters,  and  of  attempts  to 
avoid  military  service  :  Provided,  that  in  cases  of 
palpable  wrong  and  oppression  by  any  subordi- 
nate officer,  upon  any  party  who  does  not  legally 
owe  military  service,  his  superior  officer  shaft 
grant  prompt  relief  to  the  oppressed  party,  and 
the  subordinate  shall  be  dismissed  from  office. 

Sixth.  Of  spies  and  other  emmissaries  of  the 
enemy. 

Seventh.  Of  holding  correspondence  or  inter- 
course with  the  enemy,  without  necessity,  and 
without  the  permission  of  the  Confederate.  States. 

Eighth.  Of  unlawful  trading  with  the  enemy, 
and  other  offences  against  the  laws  of  the  Confed- 
erate States  enacted  to  promote  their  success  in 
the  war. 

Ninth.  Of  conspiracies,  or  attempts  to  liberate 
prisoners  of  war  held  by  the  Confederate  States. 

Tenth.  Of  conspiracies,  or  attempts  or  prepa- 
rations to  aid  the  enemy. 

Eleventh.  Of  persons  advising  or  inciting 
others  to  abandon  the  Confederate  cause,  or  to 
resist  the  Confederate  States,  or  to  adhere  to  the 
enemy. 

Twelfth.  Of  unlawfully  burning,  destroying,  or 
injuring,  or  attempting  to  burn,  destroy,  or  in- 
jure, any  bridge,  or  railroad,  or  telegraphic  line  of 
communication,  or  other  property,  with  the  intent 
of  aiding  the  enemy. 

Thirteenth.  Of  treasonable  designs  to  impair 
the  military  power  of  the  government,  by  destroy- 
ing, or  attempting  to  destroy,  the  vessels,  or 
arms,  or  munitions  of  war,  or  arsenals,  founderies, 
workshops,  or  other  property  of  the  Confederate 
States. 

Sec.  2d.  The  President  shall  cause  proper  offi- 
cers to  investigate  the  cases  of  all  persons  so  ar- 
retted or  detained,  in  order  that  they  may  be  dis- 
charged, if  improperly  detained,  unless  they  can 
be  speedily  tried  in  the  due  course  of  law. 

See.  'M.  That,  during  the  suspension  aforesaid, 
no  military  or  other  officer  shall  Imj  compelled,  in 
answer  to  any  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  to  appear  in 
person,  or  to  return  the  body  of  any  person  or 
persons  detained  by  him  by  the  authority  of  the 
President,  Secretary  of  War,  or  the  general  offi- 
cer commanding  the  Trans-Mississippi  Depart- 
ment :  but  upon  the  certificate  under  oath  of  the 
officer,  having  charge  of  ■my  one  so  detained, 
that  such  person  is  detained  by  him  as  a  prisoner, 
for  any  of  the  causes  hereinbefore  specified,  under  ' 
the  authority  aforesaid,  further  proceedings  under 
the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  immediately  cease, 
and  remain  suspended  so  long  as  this  act  shall 
continue  in  force. 

Sec.  4th.  This  act  shall  continue  in  force  for 
ninety  days  after  the  next  meeting  of  Congress, 
and  no  longer. 

A  true  copy  :        Jamks  M.  Mattiiews, 

Approved  February  15,  lfftt. 
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IT.  There  will  be  appointed  by  this  department, 
for  each  military  division  of  the  Confederacy  cast 
of  the  Mississippi  River,  one  or  more  competent 
persons  as  commissioners  to  investigate  the  cases1 
of  persons  who  may  be  arrested  or  detained  by 
any  military  authority,  for  any  cause  specified 
within  the  above  recited  act.  Information  of  all 
such  arrests  will  be  given  to  him  by  the  depart- 
ment commander  as  soon  as  practicable  after  ther 
are  made,  and  he  will  proceed  to  investigate  the 
same.  If,  upon  examination,  a  reasonable  and 
probable  cause  for  detention  does  not  appear,  he 
will  certify  the  fact  to  the  General  or  other  officer 
in  command,  who  will  immediately  discharge  the 
prisoner  from  arrest  But  if  a  reasonable  and 
probable  cause  does  appear,  the  commissioner  will 
forthwith  transmit  to  this  department  a  copy  of 
the  evidence  taken  in  the  case,  with  his  opinion 
thereon,  for  instructions,  and  meanwhile  the  pris- 
oner shall  remain  in  custody. 

III.  In  all  cases  in  which  a  person  who  has  been 
enlisted  in  the  army  under  any  of  the  acts  of  Con- 
gress to  provide  for  the  public  defence,  or  to  raise 
troops  to  serve  during  the  war,  or  to  provide  for 
local  defence  and  special  service,  or  who  has  been 
enlisted  or  enrolled  for  service  under  the  acts  of 
Congress  further  to  provide  for  the  public  defence, 
or  has  been  placed  in  the  military  service  by  the 
act  of  Congress  to  organize  forces  to  serve  during 
the  war,  approved  seventeenth  February,  1864, 
shall  be  held  in  custody  for  desertion  or  encour- 
aging desertions,  of  harboring  deserters,  and  of 
attempts  to  avoid  military  service,  or  of  holding 
correspondence  or  intercourse  with  the  enemy 
without  necessity,  and  without  the  permission  of 
the  Confederate  States,  or  of  combining  to  assist 
the  enemy,  or  of  communicating  intelligence  to 
the  enemy,  or  of  giving  him  aid  and  comfort,  or 
for  any  other  cause  specified  in  the  act  aforesaid  ; 
and  in  all  cases  in  which  any  person  not  belong- 
ing to  the  military  service  shall  be  held  in  custody 
by  any  military  authority  for  any  of  the  causes 
mentioned  in  the  act,  shall  apply  to  any  court  or 
officer  in  the  Confederate  States  for  a  writ  of 
habeas  corpus,  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  officer  hav- 
ing the  command  or  custody  of  such  person  forth- 
with to  report  the  case,  with  all  the  relevant  facts, 
to  the  War  Department  for  instructions  as  to  the 
proper  answer  to  be  made  to  such  writ,  and  in  the 
mean  time  to  retain  the  custody  Tind  control  of 
such  person  under  this  order,  a  copy  of  which 
will  be  communicated  to  the  officer  or  court  issu- 
ing the  writ,  as  affording  the  reason  why  time 
should  be  given  to  make  a  more  complete  return. 

IV.  In  all  cases  when  the  requisite  delay  can- 
not be  obtained,  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  officer 
having  command  and  custody  of  persons  embraced 
in  the  preceding  section,  or  who  may  have  in  cus- 
tody as  prisoners  any  person  charged  under  any 
of  the  sections  of  the  above  recited  act  of  Con- 
gress, to  make  a  special  return  in  writing,  and 
under  oath,  that  the  body  of  such  persons  so  de- 
tained by  him  is  detained  by  the  authority  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  and  that  he  declines,  under 

and  by  virtue  of  his  authority  and  the  act  of  Con 
greaa  aforesaid,  to  produce  the  body  of  such  per 


son,  or  to  make  further  appearance  or  mnmi 

the  said  writ 

1   V.  The  commanding  General  of  the  Trus-fr 
sissippi  Department  will  perform  the  funrtw 
devolving  upon  the  War  Department,  urakrfci 
orders,  in  that  portion  of  the  Confederacy. 
By  order, 

S.  Coorat, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector-Goai 
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OPERATIONS  AGAINST  THE  INDUE 

GENERAL  SIBLEY'S  REPORT* 

General  Siblet  left  Camp  Atchison,  oalk 
morning  of  July  twenty,  1863,  with  a  force  ecu* 
ing  of  one  thousand  four  hundred  infantry  indfci 
hundred  cavalry.    On  the  twenty-fourth,  tt  m 
o'clock  p.  M.,  having  crossed  the  Great  Coteast* 
the  Missouri,  and  while  the  General,  with  nwi 
officers,  was  some  distance  in  advance  of  the  aa 
column,  scouts  came  up  reporting  a  large  fouti 
Indian  warriors  two  or  three  miles  distant  T* 
train  was  immediately  corralled  upon  the  than  ft 
ei  salt  lake,  and  an  intrenched  camp  rapidly  fat- 
ed under  the  direction  of  Colonel  Crooks.  Ue» 
while  the  Indians  were  rapidly  gathering  oaths 
sides  and  covering  the  hifis  around.   One  of 
scouts  succeeded  in  getting  within  speaking 
tancc  of  Red  Illume,  a  relative  and  SissetonCUdt 
Who  told  him  to  warn  General  Sibley  that  lb 
plan  of  the  Indians  was  to  invite  a  council  ift 
the  superior  officers,  shoot  them  down,  and  tho 
make  a  rush  upon  the  camp  in  great  force.  Otta 
Indians  approached  near  where  the  scouts  vac 
stationed,  and  commenced  conversing  with  the* 
pretending  to  be  desirous  of  making  peace.  Sar» 
geon  Weiser  rode  up  and  joined  the  scouts,  whn 
ft  young  brave,  probably  mistaking  him  from  hs 
uniform  for  a  commanding  officer,  manifested  not 
delight  at  seeing  him,  and  gradually  approadrin 
in  this  way,  suddenly  shot  him  through  the  heart 
A  general  engagement  followed,  the  Indians  cob- 
mencing  the  attack  under  shelter  of  the  surround- 
ing ridges.    Colonel  McPhail,  with  a  detachment 
Of  rangers,  was  ordered  to  dislodge  the  enenr 
from  the  hill  where  Dr.  Weiser  was  shot,  sap- 
ported  by  the  Seventh  regiment  and  Gaptan 
Sdgerton  s  company  of  the  Tenth.    General  Sib- 
ley, with  a  six-pounder  under  charge  of  Lieuten- 
ant Whipple,  took  possession  of  Big  Mound, 
across  a  ravine,  which  the  Indians  had  taken  pos- 
session of,  and  poured  into  this  ravine  a  raking 
fire  with  spherical  case,  soon  driving  them  from 
their  cover  into  the  broken  prairie.^The  ranger*, 
supported  by  the  Seventh,  steadily  advanced, 
driving  the  Indians  from  ridge  to  ridge,  until  finally 
they  fled  in  confusion.    This  was  upon  the  right 
of  the  camp.   Upon  the  left  Colonel  Crooks  and 
Colonel  Averill  deployed  portions  of  the  Sixth 
regiment  as  skirmishers,  and  drove  the  savages 
before  them,  routing  them  from  point  to  point, 
Until  at  length  they  also  took  to  flight  General 
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an  overlooking  height,  saw  the  whole 
e  enemy  in  confused  retreat,  while 
8  were  described  crossing  the  distant 
s  the  Missouri  River.  Colonel  Mc- 
lis  regiment,  was  ordered  to  fall  upon 
.he  retreating  foe,  supported  by  Lieu- 
ael  Marshall  with  the  Seventh,  Cap- 
on's company,  and  one  six-pounder 
n  of  howitzers,  under  Captain  Jones, 
was  continued  until  dark,  the  infantry 
e  mounted  men  at  double-quick.  An 
General  Sibley  to  Colonel  McPhail,  to 
ughtfall,  was  by  mistake  given  as  an 
lrn,  so  that  these  wearied  men,  after 
>m  five  in  the  morning  till  one  in  the 
len  fighting  and  pursuing  the  enemy 
liles,  were  obliged  to  spend  the  whole 
i  picking  their  way  through  the  dark- 
•  the  main  column,  which  they  reached 
»  about  to  move.  It  consequently  be- 
tively  necessary  to  rest  a  day  in  camp, 
ity-sixth,  the  little  army  was  again  m 
rriving  at  the  place  where  the  Indians 
camped,  there,  and  for  miles  beyond, 
3f  dried  meat,  tallow,  cooking  utensils, 
i,  &c,  were  found  and  burned.  This 
teverely  felt  by  the  Indians.  A  march 
liles  brought  the  column  to  Dead 
e,  and  there  being  neither  wood  nor 
Long  distance  ahead,  it  was  deemed 
give  the  men  and  animals  rest  here, 
i  began  to  menace  the  camp.  Captain 
his  pioneers,  (Company  A,  iJinth 
nd  Captain  Jones,  with  a  section  of 
d  battery,  were  thrown  forward  about 
yards  to  an  excellent  elevation,  and 
by  Colonel  Crooks,  with  two  coinpa- 
lixtb,  (A  and  B.)  The  enemy  at  that 
numbered  this  force,  but  maintained 
uice,  and  were  soon  scattered  by 
se.  They  then  crossed  for  an  attack 
t  of  the  camp,  when  Captain  Taylor, 
ay  A,  of  the  rangers,  was  sent  to  op- 
He  held  a  largely  superior  force  in 
reenforced  by  Lieutenant-Colonel 
i  two  companies  of  the  Sixth.  The 
joncentrating  on  the  left  and  threaten- 
aovement,  Major  McLaren  moved  six 
f  the  Sixth  on  an  extended  line,  so  as 
;  direction  effectually,  while  Captains 
Davy,  with  their  companies  of  ran- 
rapid  dash,  which  repulsed  the  enemy 
Table  loss.  A  precipitate  flight  foK 
iidians  leaving  their  dead  upon  the 
ended  the  second  lesson, 
battle  was  on  the  twenty-eighth,  the 
5  twenty-seventh  being  only  eighteen 
»unt  of  the  utter  exhaustion  of  the 
le  ball  was  opened  by  the  Tenth  regi- 
turn  it  was  to  be  in  advance.  The 
moving  out  of  camp,  when  the  scout 
ag,  "  They  are  coming,''  closely  fol- 
out  two  thousand  Indians.  As  the 
over  the  brow  of  the  hills  in  front, 


sections  of  the  battery  in  position  for  work  —  one 
Indian  was  heard  to  cry,  "  We  are  too  late,  they 
are  ready  for  us  !  "  and  another  to  answer,  "  But 
remember  our  children  and  families ;  we  must  not 
let  them  get  them." 

They  immediately  spread  out  right  and  left, 
outflanking  the  Tenth  on  both  extremes.  The 
firing  in  front  was  very  spirited  and  disastrous  to 
the  enemy,  who  were  quite  busily  employed  in 
carrying  off  their  dead  and  wounded.  The  train 
was  just  at  this  moment  filing  out  of  the  corral, 
and  the  other  regiment  not  having  taken  their 
position?  the  advance  had  to  be  checked,  to  pre- 
vent the  exposure  and  consequent  destruction  of 
the  teams  and  supplies.  An  attempt  was  made  by 
the  Indians  to  get  possession  of  some  broken, 
rocky  ground  in  the  rear  and  close  upon  the  train, 
but  this  movement  was  checked  by  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Marshall,  with  the  Seventh  regiment, 
Lieutenant  Western,  with  a  section  of  the  battery, 
and  one  battalion  of  cavalry ;  and  the  foe  were 
speedily  repulsed  and  driven  from  their  partially 
gained  cover.  The  Sixth  regiment,  with  a  battal- 
ion of  cavalry,  held  the  centre  of  the  column,  and 
deploying  to  the  right  held  the  Indians  in  check 
in  that  direction,  while  the  left  wing  of  the  same 
regiment  stretched  southward  towards  the  lake. 
The  first  onset  being  successfully  resisted,  the 
order  was  given  to  move  forward,  and  the  whole 
column  at  once  proceeded  with  a  steadiness  and 
valor  which  completely  disconcerted  the  savages, 
who  speedily  retreated,  anxious  to  join  their  fam- 
ilies on  the  other  side  of  the  Missouri.  General 
Sibley  reached  the  woods  skirting  the  shore  short- 
ly after  noon  on  the  twenty-ninth,  the  Sixth  regi- 
ment being  in  advance.  Colonel  Crooks  was 
ordered  to  clear  the  woods  to  the  river,  assisted 
by  the  battery,  and  in  a  short  time  our  men  were 
upon  the  bank.  The  opposite  bluff  was  lined 
with  Indians,  who  opened  a  spirited  fire,  but  at  too 
long  range  to  be  dangerous  at  all.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Averill's  detachment  replied  with  more 
effect  The  evidence  of  crossing  in  a  disastrous 
haste  abounded  everywhere.  All  their  transpor- 
tation had  been  abandoned,  and  many  women  and 
children  were  drowned. 

Long  and  rapid  marches,  want  of  water  and 
forage,  days  of  righting  and  nights  of  watchings, 
and  the  rapidly  lessening  stock  of  provisions, 
compelled  General  Sibley  here  to  relinquish  the 
further  pursuit.  The  Indians  were  now  upon  a 
river  which  they  could  cross  and  recross  with 
more  facility  than  our  soldiers,  and  which  was 
bordered  by  almost  impenetrable  thickets  —  the 
prickly  ash  abounding.  The  animals,  especially, 
were  in  a  position  which  precluded  any  more  rapid 
or  sustained  marches. 

T*wo  days  were  spent  upon  the  branches  of  the 
Missouri,  and  for  three  successive  evenings  can- 
non were  fired  and  signal  rockets  sent  up,  in  the 
vain  hope  that  General  Sully  might  be  within 
answering  distance  ;  and  on  the  first  instant,  after 
thoroughly  destroying  the  stuff  abandoned  by  the 


Indians,  the  camp  was  broken  un,  and  the  e^e- 
iew  of  "the  situation" — the  Tenth ,■  ditionary  force  again  in  motion,  \vom^w^^\i\A. 
dfy  deploying  to  meet  them,  and  two  I  The  point  on  the  Mia&ouri  xeM&ak 
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Sibley,  was  in  latitude  46°  42',  longitude  100°  35', 
about  forty  miles  by  land  below  Fort  Clark.  The 
distance  from  Fort  Snelling,  by  line  of  march, 
was  made  by  Colonel  Crooks  to  be  five  hundred 
and  eight-five  miles. 

A  DETAILED  NARRATIVE.  — THE  BATTLE  OP 
THE  BIG  MOUND. 

On  the  twenty-fourth  of  July,  about  one  o'clock, 
as  the  column  was  moving  along  the  western  base 
of  a  great  hill  or  ridge  of  the  Coteau  Missouri, 
scouts  whq  were  in  the  advance  returned  with  the 
report  that  we  were  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  a 
large  camp  of  Indians.  Other  scouts  came  who  had 
seen  the  Indians,  and  believed  them  to  be  preparing 
in  great  numbers  to  engage  us — that  they  were 
then  collecting  in  the  rocky  ravines  and  behind  the 
ridges  of  the  great  hill.  Soon  the  Indians  were 
on  the  Big  Mound,  the  highest  peak  of  the  hill. 
The  train  was  turned  off  to  the  right  a  little  way, 
and  corralled  on  a  salt  lake. 

Details  of  men  were  made  to  throw  up  intrench- 
ments,  -so  that  a  small  number  of  men  could 
defend  the  train  and  camp,  while  the  main  force 
should  be  engaged  elsewhere.  The  camp  was 
encircled  by  the  several  regiments,  with  the  ar- 
tillery placed  at  intervals  between  them.  The 
Big  Mound  was  directly  east  of  camp,  a  mile  and 
a  quarter  distant  —  a  succession  of  hills,  or  the 
broken  side  of  the  big  hill,  rising  from  the  camp 
to  the  Big  Mound.  There  was  a  ravine  directly 
east  of  camp,  which  extended  nearly  to  the  Big 
Mound. 

The  Sixth  regiment  was  placed  on  the  north 
side  of  the  corral,  its  left  resting  on  the  lake ;  the 
Tenth  regiment  next  to  the  Sixth,  fronting  north- 
east, and  to  the  left  of  the  ravine ;  the  Seventh 
regiment  on  the  right  of  the  Tenth,  fronting  east 
and  south-east  on  the  ravine ;  the  cavalry  on  the 
south  side  of  the  camp,  with  its  right  flank  on  the 
lake, 

These  dispositions  had  hardly  been  made  before 
the  report  of  firearms  was  heard  on  the  hill  di- 
rectly in  front  of  the  Seventh  regiment.  Some  of 
the  scouts  had  gone  part  way  up  the  hill,  and 
were  talking  with  the  Indians.  lWtor  Weiser, 
surgeon  of  the  Mounted  Rangers,  joined  them, 
and  shook  hands  with  one  or  two  Indians  whom 
he  had  probably  known  at  Shakopee.  One  Indian 
advanced  and  shot  him  through  the  heart.  He 
fell,  and  died  without  speaking  a  word.  The  scouts 
fired,  and  the  Indians  fell  back  behind  the  ridge, 
returning  the  fire,  one  shot  taking  effect  upon 
scout  Solon  Stevens,  of  Mankato.  It  proved  to 
be  but  a  slight  wound  in  the  hip.  The  ball  had 
first  passed  through  his  rubber  blanket,  which  was 
rolled  up  on  his  saddle.  «An  ambulance  was 
promptly  sent  out,  which  met  the  body  of  Doctor 
Weiser,  bemg  brought  in  on  a  horse. 

The  first  battalion  of  cavalry  —  Captains  Taylor, 
Wilson,  and  Anderson's  companies  —  was  prompt- 
ly ordered  to  the  scene  of  Doctor  Weiser's  death, 
where  the  scouts  were  skirmishing  with  the  In- 


camp.  Major  Bradley,  with  Captains  Sterol  J 
Gilfillan's  companies  of  the  Seventh,  were  aid 
to  the  support  of  the  cavalry.  The  GenetiM 
a  six-pounder,  advanced  to  a  hill  on  the  left  tffc 
ravine,  and  began  to  shell  the  Indians  at  the  W 
of  the  ravine  and  about  the  Big  Mound.  Cafe* 
Edgerton's  company  of  the  Tenth  support*  it 
the  six-pounder. 

The  kixth  regiment  was  deployed  on  the  fat 
hills  in  front  of  its  line,  to  the  north  and 
east  of  camp.    Captain  Bank's  company  of  it 
Seventh,  on  the  right  of  the  Sixtn  iegnst 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Marshall,  with  the 
five  companies  of  the  Seventh  regiment,  Ci^ai 
Kennedy,  Williston,  Hall,  Carter,  and  And 
advanced  up  the  ravine  towards  theBigMosi 
and  deployed  on  the  left  of  the  dismounted  e* 
airy  and  Major  Bradley's  line.  k 

The  artillery,  under  the  immediate  direetiau 
the  General,  drove  the  Indians  out  from  the  bests' 
the  ravine  and  from  about  the  Big  Mound.  Tm 
fell  back  to  the  table  land  east  of  the  mound,  si 
into  the  broken  ridges  and  ravines  southtvi 
They  had  come  from  that  quarter,  their  camp  be- 
ing found  around  the  hill,  about  five  miles  km 
our  camp. 

The  shelling  they  got  near  the  Big  Mound  ja> 
vented  their  getting  around  to  m  the  northward  i 
any  considerable  numbers.  THey  were  masted  ■ 
the  broken  ground  to  the  south  of  the  mound. 

The  line  of  the  Seventh  regiment  and  the  ta 
companies  of  cavalry  named  advanced  steadily  aad 
rapidly,  pouring  a  constant  fire  into  the  India, 
which  reached  them  before  their  shorter  rue* 
gun 8  could  have  any  effect  on  our  troops,  lie 
left  of  the  Seventh  crossed  the  summit  range  jus 
to  the  right  of  the  mound,  and  flanking  the  ngk 
of  the  Indians,  swept  around  to  the  soathro 
and  pursued  the  Indians  into  and  through  tk 
ridges  and  ravines  on  the  east  of  the  ranee,  whflf 
Major  Bradley  and  Captains  Taylor  ana  Ander- 
son pressed  them  hotly  on  the  west  side.  Co- 
tain  Wilson,  of  the  cavalry,  crossed  to  the  rigtt 
of  the  mound,  and  pursued  some  Indians  that  sep- 
arated from  the  main  body  and  retreated  most 
directly  eastward. 

The  Indians  were  thus  pursued  three  or  four 
miles,  and  until  they  were  completely  dislodged 
and  driven  from  the  hills  to  a  broad  plain  south- 
ward. They  would  try  to  hold  ridge  after  ridge, 
and  to  cover  themselves  in  the  ravines,  bat  the 
better  weapons  of  the  whites  were  too  much  for 
them.    They  were  sparing  of  ammunition,  and 

Erobably  not  over  half  had  firearms.  Their  num- 
er  exceeded  a  thousand  warriors. 
As  they  were  precipitately  retreating  down  the 
ravines  towards  the  plain,  after  the  last  stand,  two 
companies  of  cavalry,  Captain  Austin's  and  Lieu- 
tenant Barton's,  under  the  immediate  command 
of  Colonel  McPhail,  took  the  advance  and  charged 
the  Indians,  doing  execution.  Corporal  Hauep 
was  shot  in  the  shoulder  by  an  Indian  he  was 
riding  on  to.  Colonel  McPhail  thrust  his  sabre 
through  the  Indian.   It  was  here  that  a  stroke  of 


dians.    They  found  the  ground  so  broken  \naU\\^a\xi\xv%  V^^l  \>vv<reXft  of  Com- 

they  dismounted  and  sent  their  horses  back.  to\ ^an^  uot*»,      ttou*xtf&  vbk&b. 
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_  Colonel  McPhail's  grasp  was  loosened 
Ml  Tlia  sword  by  the  shock.  He  thought  a  shell 
|Mm1  fallen  among  them.  This  momentarily 
■Hfteclted  the  charge  and  rendered  it  less  effective, 
Indians  getting  out  on  the  plain,  where  their 
NUmense  numbers  deterred  any  further  charge 
•**ltil  the  cavalry  could  be  recnforced. 

Lieu  ten  ant- Colon  el  Marshall  had  left  his  line 
Sjf       moment,  and,  taking  care  of  Colonel  Mc- 
"tfcaiTg  right  flank,  charged  down  the  hill  with  the 
*J***|gers.    In  an  effort  to  cut  off  some  Indians  to 
right,  he  got  into  rather  close  quarters  with 
5?***e  of  them.    The  thunder-stroke  checked  the 
cavalrymen  that  he  thought  were  following 
^*»»  in  the  dash.    He  wheeled  his  horse  in  time 
avoid  a  single-handed  encounter  with  a  dozen 
Warriors. 

k>  IVhile  the  dismounted  companies  of  cavalry 
^Kre  getting  their  horses  from  camp,  and  Captains 
Nobles's,  Davy's,  and  Lieutenant  Johnston's  com- 
'toanies,  that  had  been  on  the  right  of  the  hill  with 
Major  Bradley,  were  being  formed  for  the  pur- 
wit,  the  Indians  had  got  three  or  four  miles  away. 
Their  families  had  been  started  ahead,  and  the 
warriors  were  covering  the  rear  of  the  train.  The 
cavalry  pursued,  and  the  Seventh  regiment  fol- 
lowed on.  Lieutenant  Whipple's  section  of  the 
battery  was  sent  forward,  and  Company  B,  of  the 
Tenth,  to  support  it.  The  cavalry  reached  the 
Indians  before  dark,  and  made  five  successive 
charges  on  their  rear,  killing  a  great  number. 
The  battery  and  the  Seventh  regiment  were  not 
up  in  time  to  take  a  hand. 

The  Indians  fought  desperately.  One  stalwart 
warrior,  with  an  American  flag  wrapped  around 
him  theatrically,  fired  twice  while  the  cavalry 
were  within  twenty  rods  charging  upon  him,  his 
halls  taking  effect  in  the  overcoats  and  saddle  of 
private  Green,  and  rubber  blanket  of  Carlson,  of 
Company  F.  The  Indian  got  the  powder  down, 
but  not  the  ball,  for  the  third  load,  which  he  dis- 
charged at  the  breast  of  Archy  McXce,  of  Com- 

Eany  F,  of  course  without  effect.  He  then  clubbed 
is  musket  and  struck  Carlson,  nearly  unhorsing 
him.  A  dozen  carbine  balls  were  put  into,  and 
then  he  had  to  be  sabred  to  finish  him. 

Gustaf  Stark,  of  Company  B,  was  killed  in  one 
of  these  charges,  and  Andrew  Moore  dangerously, 
if  not  mortally,  wounded. 

The  cavalry  boys  took  twenty-one  scalps  in 
this  charge. 

Colonel  McPhail  had  told  them  that  it  was  very 
barbarous  to  take  scalp,  but  that  he  wouldn't 
believe  any  man  had  killed  an  Indian  unless  he 
showed  the  hair,  and  enough  of  it  so  that  two 
locks  couldn't  be  taken  from  the  same  head. 

The  trail  of  the  Indians  was  strewed  with  tons 
of  dried  buffalo  meat,  pemmican,  robes  and  un- 
dressed buffalo  skins,  besides  camp  furniture.  It 
was  a  wild  flight,  in  which  they  abandoned  every- 
thing that  impeded  them.  Much  of  this  stuff 
they  left  in  camp. 

The  Seventh  regiment,  with  Company  B  of  the 
Tenth,  had  reached  a  point  ten  or  twelve  miles 
from  camp,  the  artillery  a  point  farther  advanced, 
while  Colonel  McPhail  was  engaged  fifteen  miles  { 


from  camp*  Darkness  came  on,  and  Colonel 
Marshall  ordered  a  bivouac  of  his  men,  and  Cap- 
tain Edgerton's  company  of  the  Tenth.  Guards 

were  posted,  and  the  exhausted  men  had  laid 
down  to  sleep,  when  Colonel  McPhail  returned 
on  his  way  to  camp,  having  received  an  order  not 
to  pursue  after  dark,  and  —  mistakenly  delivered 
—  to  return  to  camp.  The  General  intended  to 
leave  it  discretionary  with  Colonel  McPhail  to 
bivouac  or  return  to  camp  accordingly,  as  he 
might  have  got  many  miles  away,  or  be  near  to 
camp.  The  infantry  joined  the  cavalry  and  ar- 
tillery, and  marched  until  daylight  the  next  morn- 
ing before  reaching  camp,  having  been  twenty- 
four  hours  marching  or  fighting,  and  since  ten 
o'clock  in  the  morning  without  water. 

The  General  was  just  ready  to  leave  camp  with 
the  other  forces,  but  the  exhausted  condition  of 
the  men  and  cavalry  horses  that  had  been  out  all 
night,  precluded  the  march  that  day.  This  un- 
fortunate mistake  delayed  the  pursuit  two  days, 
for  it  required  the  next  day's  march,  the  twenty- 
sixth,  to  reach  the  point  of  the  cavalry  fight  on 
the  night  of  the  twenty-fourth. 

THE  BATTLE  OF  DEAD  BUFFALO  LAKE. 

Camp  was  moved  on  the  twenty-fifth,  three 
miles,  on  to  the  great  hill,  where  a  pond  of 
fresh  water  and  grass  were  found.  Lieutenant 
Freeman's  and  Murphy's  and  Starr's  bodies  were 
buried  at  Camp  Sidney,  below  the  hill.  Doctor 
Weiser'8  was  buried  at  Camp  Whitney,  on  the 
■hill. 

The  march  was  resumed  on  the  twenty-sixth, 
and  Dead  Buffalo  Lake  reached  about  noon. 
The  Indians  were  seen  in  the  distance  advan- 
cing towards  us.  It  was  not  known  that  there 
was  any  good  camping-place  within  reach  that 
day  ahead,  and  it  was  decided  to  go  into  camp 
on  the  lake. 

Lieutenant  Whipple's  six-pounders  were  ad- 
vanced to  a  hill  half  a  mile  in  advance,  towards 
the  Indians,  and  the  Sixth  regiment  was  deployed 
forward,  to  support  the  battery  and  engage  the 
Indians. 

The  Indians  circled  around,  got  on  the  high  # 
knolls  and  ridges,  and  took  observations,  but 
seemed  indisposed  to  pitch  in.  The  artillery 
shelled  them  when  they  ventured  near  enough, 
and  the  skirmishers  gave  them  shots  when  they 
approached  anywhere  near  camp. 

Thus  some  hours  passed  without  the  Indians 
developing  their  purpose.  A  large  portion  of 
them  kept  out  of  sight.  Finally,  about  three 
o'clock,  a  mounted  force  of  Indians  suddenly 
dashed  in  on  the  north  side  of  the  camp,  where 
mules  had  been  turned  out  to  graze,  and  where 
teamsters  were^  getting  grass. 

The  Indians  had  almost  reached  them,  when 
Captains  Wilson's  and  Davy's  companies  of  cav- 
alry —  the  latter  under  Lieutenant  Kidder  —  put- 
ting their  horses  to  the  jump,  dashed  upon  the 
Indians,  and  so  dismayed  them  that  they  wheeled 
their  ponies  to  escape,  but  not  in  time  to  escape 
the  carbine  shots,  loWovfeu,  \>>j  xviwJVNe*  wA. 
sabre,  and  left  a  goodly  iv\xm\>fct  o£  iflaa  \^  tasft* 
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on  the  field.  Some  of  the  scouts  did  good  ser- 
vice in  this  charge. 

One  wounded  Indian  tried  to  escape  by  seizing 
his  horse's  tail,  but,  unfortunately  for  him,  the 
pony  got  a  shot  in  the  shoulder.  John  Piatt,  of 
Company  L,  dashed  up  to  finish  the  Indian  with 
his  revolver,  but  it  didn't  go  off,  and  before  he 
could  check  his  horse  he  was  upon  the  Indian, 
who  had  reserved  a  shot  in  his  gun,  which  he  fired 
into  the  thigh  and  bowels  of  poor  Piatt,  giving 
him  his  death  wound.  Joe  Campbell,  one  of  the 
scouts,  tried  to  save  Piatt,  but  it  was  too  late. 
Campbell's  shot,  fired  at  the  same  instant  that  the 
Indian  fired  the  fatal  shot  at  Piatt,  went  through 
the  vitals  of  the  savage  and  finished  him.  Piatt's 
comrades,  exasperated  at  his  mortal  wound,  tore 
the  Indian's  scalp  from  his  head  before  he  was 
dead. 

A  part  of  the  Sixth  regiment,  under  Major 
McLaren,  had  returned  to  camp,  and  was  on  their 
color  line,  on  the  side  where  the  Indians  made 
the  dash.  They  promptly  advanced  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  cavalry,  and  took  a  hand  in.  Thus 
the  Sixth,  among  the  infantry  regiments,  on  this 
day  did  the  fighting.  The  cavalry  and  artillery 
in  this,a8  in  the  previous  and  subsequent  engage- 
ment, had  always  their  full  share  of  work.  The 
Indians  appeared  on  the  south  side  of  the  camp, 
out  of  range,  but  made  no  further  attack. 

THE  BATTLE  OF  STONY  LAKE. 

The  march  was  resumed  on  the  twenty- 
seventh,  and  the  trail,  still  marked  by  robes 
and  other  articles,  was  followed  towards  the 
Missouri  River. 

We  camped,  after  a  march  of  nearly  twenty 
miles,  on  a  small  lake  half  a  mile  long  and  twen- 
ty rods  wide. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-eighth,  just  as 
the  rear  of  the  train  was  filing  around  the  south 
end  of  the  lake,  the  advance  being  nearly  to  the 
top  of  a  long  hill  that  we  were  ascending,  the 
Indians  suddenly  made  their  appearance  in  front 
and  on  the  flanks,  rapidly  circling  around  to  the 
rear.  They  were  in  immense  numbers,  seemingly 
•all  mounted. 

Major  Jo.  Brown,  guide,  and  some  of  the 
scouts,  who  were  in  advance,  narrowly  escaped 
being  gobbled  up.  The  Tenth  regiment,  Colonel 
Baker,  which  was  in  the  advance,  promptly  and 
gallantly  met  the  attack  in  front,  which  was  the 
nrst  demonstration  of  the  Indians.  The  artillery 
was  quickly  brought  into  play,  and  the  savages 
drew  back  to  a  safe  distance.  Colonel  Crooks,  with 
the  Sixth  regiment,  on  the  right  flank,  held  them 
at  bay,  and  effectually  guarded  the  train,  while 
the  cavalry  on  the  left,  and  the  Seventh  regiment 
and  cavalry  in  the  rear,  presented  an  unassailable 
line.  The  Indians  got  partly  under  cover  of 
broken  ground  at  the  south  end  of  the  lake,  but 
were  soon  dislodged  by  the  fire  of  Lieutenant 
Western's  section  of  the  battery,  and  a  line  of 
skirmishers  of  the  Seventh.  One  shot  from  an 
Indian," evidently  aimed  at  Colonel  Marshall,  while 
be  was  locating  a  howitzer,  struck  the  ground  at 
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to  make  a  breach,  was  in  front,  and  was  finfr*  As- 
sisted by  the  Tenth  regiment,  so  that  it  m  ft  i*^= 
day  of  fighting. 

The  Indians,  as  they  came  on  at  first,  m 
heard  to  say,  "  It  is  too  late,  it  is  too  late,*  ei 
dently  having  expected  to  surprise  us  in  ess} 
Another  Indian  answered,  "  We  must  fight  Arof 
children." 

After  reconnoitring  all  aides  of  the  trtis,s4 
finding  it  girt  with  a  wall  of  fire,  they  seemed  s> 
think  it  was  no  use  to  make  an  assault  All 
seeing  that  the  proper  dispositions  had  bean* 
for  guarding  the  train,  the  General  ordered  It 
column  to  move  forward,  regardless  of  the  IifcV 
ans.  The  Indians  seeing  our  purpose  to  uresti 
towards  their  families,  quickly  withdrew,  tneiWi 
demonstration  not  delaying  the  march  otertss 
hours. 

General  Sibley,  Major  Brown,  and  othen,e> 
timated  the  number  of  Indians  engaged  tfabty 
at  over  two  thousand.    In  the  battle  of  Bij 
Mound  were  all  the  lower  Indians,  the  Sissetosa, 
and  part  of  the  Yanktonais.    In  the  last  dsfi 
fight,  that  of  Stony  Lake,  they  had  been 
forced  by  another  camp  of  Yanktonais  and 
Tetons  from  the  west  side  of  Missouri  River.  We 
captured  a  Teton  boy,  who  had  no  gun,  and  vis 
subsequently  released  at  the  Missouri  Brier. 
This  Teton  and  an  old  squaw  were  the  only  pris- 
oners taken  in  battle  or  near  a  battle.   The  hb> 

Elications  for  the  life  of  the  wretches,  when  they 
ad  fired  their  last  shot,  were  generally  met  by 
sabre  thrust  that  finished  them. 

No  more  Indians  were  encountered  until  the 
banks  of  the  Missouri  were  reached,  the  morninr 
of  the  twenty-ninth.  The  Indians  had  made  good 
use  of  the  night,  and  got  their  families  and  ponies 
over.  Their  wagons,  to  the  number  of  over  ose 
hundred,  and  a  remnant  of  their  plunder,  that  had 
not  been  strewn  along  the  route  of  their  flight,  was 
left  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river.  Themselves 
covered  the  bluffs  on  the  west  side. 

The  Sixth  regiment,  then  in  the  advance,  de- 
ployed as  skirmishers  through  the  woods  a  mik 
ana  a  half  to  the  river.  As  they  were  starring 
to  return,  a  heavy  volley,  that  came  from  the 
high  grass  on  the  opposite  bank,  fell  harmless 
about  them  or  short  of  them.  They  stopped  t 
moment  to  return  it,  but  the  distance  was  too 
great  for  effect. 

While  Colonel  Crooks  was  at  the  river,  the  Gen- 
eral sent  an  order  by  Lieutenant  Beever,  aid-de- 
camp. While  returning  with  an  answer,  lieuten- 
ant Beever  mistook  a  trail  that  led  down  the  mer, 
where  his  body  was  found  next  day  pierced  by  three 
arrows  and  a  bail.  He  had  also  wounds  from  a 
tomahawk  on  his  head.  His  horse  lay  near  him. 
Two  pools  of  blood,  twenty  paces  from  his  body, 
indicated  that  two  of  his  murderers  had  paid 
dearly  for  his  life.  On  the  same  trail  was  found 
the  body  of  private  Nicholas  .Miller,  of  Company 
K,  Sixth  regiment,  who  had  made  the  same  mis- 
take in  taking  the  trail  that  Beever  had. 
Two  days  were  passed  in  camp  at  the  month 
ue  was  locating  a  nowitzer,  struck  the  ground  at\  of  krata  CtsfcV  otLtka  Missouri,  opposite  Burnt 
his  feet    The  most  determined  effort,  however, \ "Boot  t&W^w&k  \swas*^  tm«^^ 
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The  expedition  had  but  fifteen  days' 
e  or  ten  of  which  would  be  consumed 
g  to  Camp  Atchison.  It  would  take 
e  days  to  cross  the  Missouri,  so  that 
plus  would  have  been  consumed  in 
i  recrossing  the  river, 
als  were  completely  worn  down.  Over 
>s  a  day  could  not  be  made  on  the 
they  were  getting.  It  would,  there- 
•een  useless  to  go  farther.  Much  had 
iplished.  Forty -four  bodies  of  war- 
den found-— many  more  carried  off 
led.  The  season's  supplies  of  meat 
ig  material,  and  their  wagons,  de- 
be  howlings  of  the  squaws  that  came 
river  told  the  tale  of  their  misery  and 

al  Sully  shall  arrive  and  take  up  the 
ar  destruction  can  be  rendered  com- 

of  Lieutenant  Freeman,  killed  by  the 
is  promptly  recovered,  and  buried  at 
y,  near  the  Big  Mound.  The  scouts 
th  Lieutenant  Freeman  and  Mr.  Brack 
give  themselves  up  to  the  hostile  In- 
lade  their  way,  minus  horses,  directly 
Lieutenant  Freeman  was  killed  on  the 
F  the  hill,  about  the  time  the  battle 
Jie  west  side.  The  scouts  gave  the 
ut  of  the  affair  that  Mr.  Brackett 
h  was  made  that  evening  for  Mr. 
ut  he  could  not  be  tracked  on  the 

wing  is  the  official  list  of  the  killed 
id,  as  reported  by  Medical  Director 

The  Killed. 
F.  S.  Weiser,  First  Minnesota  mount- 

lustaf  Stark,  Company  B,  First  Min- 
lted  rangers. 

Nicholas  Miller,  Company  K,  Sixth 
'olunteers. 
re  were  killed  in  the  battles  above 
To  these  must  be  added  the  name  of 
it  Freeman,  Company  D,  First  Min- 
nted  rangers,  who  was  killed  in  the 
vhich  Mr.  Brackett  had  such  a  narrow 

>hn  Murphy,  First  Minnesota  mounted 
ed  by  ligntning. 

Wounded. 

ohn  Piatt,  Company  L,  First  Min- 
uted rifles,  wounded  in  right  groin ; 

indrew  Moore,  Company  B,  mortally 
t  side. 

William  B.  Hazlep,  Company  B,  in 
er joint;  recovering. 
James  G.  Grady,  Company  L,  First 
aounted  rifles ;  flesh  wound  in  thigh, 
ight  deaths  by  wounds  or  casualties, 
Stijr  wounded.  J 


GENERAL  SIBLEY'S  ORDER. 

The  following  order  was  read  on  dress  parade 
on  the  evening  of  July  thirty-first: 

Headquarters  District  of  Minnesota,  > 
Department  of  the  North-west,  > 
Camp  Slaughter,  July  31,  1863.  > 

To  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  of  the  Expeditionary 
Forces  in  Camp : 

General  Order  No.  51 :  In  the  Field. — 
It  is  proper  for  the  Brigadier-General  command- 
ing to  announce  to  you  that  the  march  to  the 
west  and  south  is  completed,  and  that  on  to- 
morrow the  column  will  proceed  homeward,  to 
discharge  such  other  duties  connected  with  the 
objects  of  the  expedition,  on  the  way,  as  may  from 
time  to  time  present  themselves. 

In  making  this  announcement,  General  Sibley 
expresses  also  his  high  gratification  that  the  cam- 
paign has  been  a  complete  success.  The  design 
of  the  government  in  chastening  the  savages,  and 
thereby  preventing  for  the  future  the  raids  upon 
the  frontier,  has  been  accomplished.  You  have 
routed  the  miscreants  who  murdered  our  people 
last  year,  banded  as  they  were  with  the  powerful 
Upper  Sioux  to  the  number  of  nearly  two  thou- 
sand warriors,  in  three  successful  engagements, 
with  heavy  loss,  and  driven  them  in  confusion 
and  dismay  across  the  Missouri  River,  leaving 
behind  them  all  their  vehicles,  provisions  and  skins 
designed  for  clothing,  which  have  been  destroyed. 
Forty-four  bodies  of  warriors  have  been  found, 
and  many  others  concealed  or  taken  away,  accord- 
ing to  the  custom  of  these  savages,  so  that  it  is 
certain  they  lost  in  killed  and  wounded  not  less 
than  from  one  hundred  and  twenty  to  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men.  All  this  has  been  accom- 
plished with  the  comparatively  trifling  loss  on 
our  part  of  three  killed  and  as  many  wounded. 
You  have  marched  nearly  six  hundred  miles  from 
St.  Paul,  and  the  powerful  bands  of  the  Dakotahs, 
who  have  hitherto  held  undisputed  possession  of 
the  great  prairies,  have  succumbed  to  jour  valor 
and  discipline,  and  sought  safety  in  flight.  The 
intense  heat  and  drought  have  caused  much  suffer- 
ing, which  you  have  endured  without  a  murmur. 
The  companies  of  Sixth,  Seventh,  Ninth,  and 
Tenth  regiments  of  Minnesota  volunteers,  and  of 
the  First  regiment  Minnesota  mounted  rangers, 
and  the  scouts  of  the  battery,  have  amply  sus- 
tained the  reputation  of  the  state  by  their  bravery 
and  endurance  amidst  unknown  dangers  and  great 
hardships.  Each  has  had  opportunity  to  distin- 
guish itself  against  a  foe  at  least  equal  in  numbers 
to  itself. 

It  would  be  a  gratification  if  these  remorseless 
savages  could  have  been  pursued  and  literally  ex- 
tirpated, for  their  crimes  and  barbarities  merited 
such  a  full  measure  of  punishment ;  but  men  and 
animals  are  alike  exhausted  after  so  long  a  march, 
and  a  farther  pursuit  would  only  be  futile  and 
hopeless.  The  military  results  of  the  campaign 
have  been  completely  accomplished,  for  the  sav- 
ages have  not  only  been  destroyed  in  great  num- 
bers, and  their  main  «txeti£Cn>  XrcoYex^VwX  ^floras* 
prospects  for  the  future  axe  Yio^*\*%%  Ssifaft&ttot 
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they  can  scarcely  escape  starvation  during  the 
approaching  winter. 

It  is  peculiarly  gratifying  to  the  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral commanding  to  know  that  the  tremendous 
fatigues  and  manifold  dangers  of  the  expedition 
thus  far  have  entailed  so  small  a  loss  in  his  com- 
mand. A  less  careful  policy  than  that  adopted 
might  have  effected  the  destruction  of  more  or  the 
enemy,  but  that  could  only  have  been  done  by  a 
proportional  exposure  on  our  part,  and  the  con- 
sequent loss  of  many  more  lives,  bringing  sorrow 
and  mourning  to  our  own  homes.  Let  us  there- 
fore return  thanks  to  a  merciful  God  for  his  man- 
ifest interposition  in  our  favor,  and  for  the  success 
attendant  upon  our  efforts  to  secure  peace  to  the 
borders  of  our  own  state,  and  of  our  neighbors 
and  friends  in  Dakotah  Territory ;  and  as  we  pro- 
ceed on  our  m.arch  towards  those  most  near  and 
dear  to  us,  let  us  be  prepared  to  discharge  other 
duties  which  may  be  imposed  upon  us  during  our 
journey,  with  cheerful  and  willing  hearts. 

To  regimental  and  company  officers  of  the  com- 
mand, the  Brigadier-General  commanding  tenders 
his  warmest  thanks  for  theif  cooperation  and  aid 
on  every  occasion  during  the  progress  of  the  col- 
umn through  the  heart  of  an  unknown  region, 
inhabited  by  a  subtle  anjd  merciless  foe. 

For  the  friends  and  families  of  our  fallen  com- 
rades we  have  our  warmest  sympathies  to  offer  in 
their  bereavement. 

General  Sibley  takes  this  occasion  to  express 
his  appreciation  of  the  activity  and  zeal  displayed 
by  the  members  of  his  staff,  one  and  all. 
By  command  of 

Brigadier-General  Sibley. 


Doc.  22. 

EMPLOYMENT  OF  NEGROES  IN  THE 
SOUTHERN  ARMY. 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  ) 
Richmond,  Va.,  March  11,  1864.  J 

General  Orders,  No.  32. 

L  The  Act  of  Congress  relative  to  the  employ- 
ment of  Free  Negroes  and  Slaves  in  certain  capa- 
cities, and  the  Instructions  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment relative  to  its  Execution,  are  published  for 
the  information  of  those  concerned : 

An  Act  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  Army  by 
the  Employment  of  Free  Negroes  and  Slaves 
in  certain  capacities. 

Whereas,  the  efficiency  of  the  army  is  greatly 
diminished  by  the  withdrawal  from  the  ranks  of 
able-bodied  soldiers  to  act  as  teamsters,  and  in 
various  other  capacities  in  which  free  negroes 
and  slaves  might  be  advantageously  employed; 
Therefore, 

Confederate  States  of 


Confederate  States,  between  the  agssof  e 
and  fifty  yean,  shall  be  held  liable  to  pent*  I 
such  duties  with  the  army,  or  in  connectntlft 

the  military  defences  of  the  country,  in  thetj 
of  work  upon  fortifications,  or  in  governs! 
works  for  the  production  or  preparation  of  ■*> 
rials  of  war,  or  in  military  hospitals,  as  the  Sa- 
lary of  War  or  the  commanding  General  of  fc 
Trans-Mississippi  Department  may,  from  uses 
time,  prescribe ;  and  while  engaged  in  the  a* 
formance  of  such  duties  shall  receive  ration  si 
clothing,  and  compensation  at  the  rate  of  elm 
dollars  a  month,  under  such  rules  andregMis 
as  the  said  Secretary  may  establish:  Pronto, 
that  the  Secretary  of  War  or  the  commaa&i 
General  of  the  Trans-Mississippi  Departs*, 
with  the  approval  of  the  President,  may  exes$ 
from  the  operations  of  this  act  such  free  negna 
as  the  interests  of  the  country  may  wm 
should  be  exempted,  or  such  as  he  may  tmk 
proper  to  exempt,  on  grounds  of  justice,  eaoft, 
or  necessity. 

That  the  Secretary  of  War  is  hereby  authorial 
to  employ  for  duties  similar  to  those  indicated  h 
the  preceding  section  of  this  act,  as  many  ma 
negro  slaves,  not  to  exceed  twenty  thousand,  a 
in  his  judgment  the  wants  of  the  service  may  re- 
quire, furnishing  them,  while  so  employed,  whk 
proper  rations  and  clothing,  under  rules  and  regu- 
lations to  be  established  by  him,  and  paying  to 
the  owners  of  said  slaves  such  wages  as  may  be 
agreed  upon  with  said  owners  for  their  use  sod 
service,  and  in  the  event  of  the  loss  of  any  slim 
while  so  employed,  by  the  act  of  the  enemy,* 
by  escape  to  the  enemy,  or  by  death  inflicted  by 
the  enemy,  or  by  disease  contracted  while  in  say 
service  required  of  said  slaves,  then  the  owner* 
of  the  same  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  foil 
value  of  such  slaves,  to  be  ascertained  by  agreement 
or  by  appraisement,  under  the  law  regulating  im- 
pressments, to  be  paid  under  such  rules  andrega- 
lations  as  the  Secretary  of  War  may  establish. 

That  when  the  Secretary  of  War  shall  be  unable 
to  procure  the  services  of  slaves  in  any  military 
department  in  sufficient  numbers  for  the  necessi- 
ties of  the  department,  upon  the  terms  and  con- 
ditions set  forth  in  the  preceding  section,  then 
he  is  hereby  authorized  to  impress  the  services 
of  as  many  male  slaves,  not  to  exceed  twenty 
thousand,  as  may  be  required,  from  time  to  time, 
to  discharge  the  duties  indicated  in  the  first  sec- 
tion of  this  act,  according  to  the  laws  regulating 
the  impressment  of  slaves  in  other  cases:  Pro- 
vided, that  slaves  so  impressed  shall,  while  em- 
ployed, receive  the  same  rations  and  clothing,  in 
kind  and  quantity,  as  slaves  regularly  hired  from 
their  owners ;  and  in  the  event  of  their  loss,  shall 
be  paid  for  in  the  same  manner,  and  under  the 
same  rules,  established  by  the  said  impressment 
laws :  Provided,  that  if  the  owner  have  but  one 
male  slave  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  fifty, 
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The  Congress  of  the  ~  —   p  0  

America  do  enact,  that  all  male  free  negroes,  and  I  he  shall  not  be  impressed  against  the  will  of  said 
other  free  persons  of  color,  not  including  those  ]  owner :  Provided,  further,  that  free  negroes  shall 
who  are  free  under  the  treaty  of  Paris  of  1803,  or  [be  first  impressed,  and  if  there  should  be  adefi- 
under  the  treaty  of  Spain  of  1819,  resident  in  tne\deiv^,  \t  %mV»  W^rasment  of 


DOCUMENTS. 


285 


olaves  according  to  the  foregoing  provision t : 
iVovided,  further,  that  in  making  the  impress- 
ment not  more  than  one  of  every  five  male  slaves 
between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five  shall 
be  taWen  from  any  owner,  core  being  taken  to  al- 
jow  in  each  case  a  credit  for  all  slaves  who  may 
bave  been  already  impressed  under  this  act,  and  1 
^ho  are  still  in  service,  or  have  died,  or  been  lost  j 
Jjjile  in  service.    And  all  impressments  under  I 
*****  act  shall  be  taken  in  equal  ratio  from  all 1 
Jj^neTs  in  the  same  locality,  city,  county,  or  dis-  1 

(Signed,)  Thomas  S.  Bocock, 

Speaker  House  of  Representatives. 

R.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

President  pro-tem.  of  the  Senate, 
approved,  February  17,  1864. 

(Signed,)  Jefferson  Davis. 

II.  The  Bureau  of  Conscription  will  direct  the 
^trolment  of  all  the  persons  described  in  the 
5rst  section  of  the  act  aforesaid,  east  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi River,  who  are  not  unfit  for  the  service 
Inquired  from  tbem  by  reason  of  physical  or 
tnental  incapacity  or  imbecility,  and  shall  assign 
them  to  the  performance  of  the  duties  mentioned 
In  the  act,  or  similar  duties  in  anv  of  the  military 
bureaus,  or  with  troops  in  the  field,  as  there  may 
be  any  call  for  such  service. 

III.  Applications  for  an  exemption  on  the 
grounds  that  the  interests  of  the  country  require 
it,  or  because  it  is  demanded  by  justice,  equity,  or 
necessity,  will  be  made  to  the  enrolling  office  in 
writing,  and  will  be  disposed  of  by  him  according 
to  the  general  directions  contained  in  the  regula- 
tions published  in  Orders  Xo.  26,  under  the  "  act 
to  organize  forces  to  serve  during  the  war." 

IV.  For  the  execution  of  the  sections  in  the 
foregoing  act,  relative  to  the  employment  and  im- 
pressment of  slaves,  the  provisions  of  Orders  No. 
138,  of  the  twenty-fourth  October.  1863,  will 
afford  the  requisite  rules  for  the  guidance  of  the 
military  bureaus  and  the  commanding  Generals, 
with  mollifications  hereafter  mentioned.  1st. 
That  slaves  sl^all  not  be  impressed  when  the  ser- 
vices of  free  negroes  can  be  obtained.  2d. 
Slaves  under  the  age  of  eighteen  and  above  the 
age  of  fifty  are  exempt.  3d.  The  hire  for  slaves 
impressed 'shall  be  according  to  the  rates  fixed  bj 
the  appraisers  under  the  act  to  regulate  impress- 
ments 4th.  The  limitation  as  to  the  term  for 
which  slaves  shall  be  impressed  for  service  shall 
be  for  twelve  months  instead  of  the  term  fixed  by 

1     said  orders,  if  the  exigency  shall  require  it. 

V.  All  impressments  for  service  in  the  various 
military  bureaus  under  this  act  shall  be  by  special 
order  upon  application  to  the  War  Department, 
disclosing  the  efforts  that  have  been  made  to  pro- 
vide other  labor  specified  in  the  act,  the  necessity 
for  the  impressment,  the  plan  proposed  to  se- 
cure it 

5.  The  General  commanding  the  Trans-Missis- 
sippi Department  will  superintend  the  execu- 
tion of  the  law  for  that  Department. 

By  order. 

8.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector-General. 


Doc.  23. 

SOUTHERN  BARBARITY. 

GEN  KB  AL  GARFIELD'S  ORDER. 

Headquarters  Dki»amtmi;xt  <>f  thi:  Citmhkki.and,  ) 
Mukkkkkshoro',  April  J5,  l.*i3.  ] 

Circular. 

The  following  statement  of  an  officer  of  high 
rank  and  well  known  integrity,  captured  at  the 
late  battle  at  Thompson's  Station,  and  now  a  pris- 
oner of  war  in  the  Libby  Prison,  at  Richmond,  is 
published  for  the  information  of  the  army  and  of 
the  American  people. 

It  is  important  that  our  fellow-citizens  at  home, 
and  especially  everv  soldier  in  the  armv,  should 
know  the  shameless  barbarity  of  the  people  against 
whom  we  are  fighting.  They  have  long  arrogated 
to  themselves  those  high  qualities  of  chivalric 
honor  on  which  they  have  based  an  assumed 
superiority  over  the  people  of  the  loyal  states ; 
but  we  in  vain  search  the  history  of  civilized  war- 
fare for  a  parallel  to  the  deeds  of  wanton  cruelty 
they  are  constantly  committing  against  our  sol- 
diers whom  the  fortunes  of  war  place  in  their 
hands. 

The  crime  of  treason  seems  to  be  the  parent  of 
all  others,  for  those  we  once  regarded  as  honor- 
able men,  and  expected  to  meet  as  honorable 
enemies,  do  not  hesitate  to  become  pickpockets, 
robbers,  and  assassins.  In  many  instances  they 
have  robbed  captured  officers  and  soldiers  of  their 
watches  and  pocket  money,  and  even  of  a  part  of 
their  wearing  apparel. 

They  have  brutally  murdered  several  of  our 
soldiers  who  had  surrendered  themselves  prison- 
ers of  war.  They  have  fired  into  passenger  trains 
filled  with  unarmed  men,  women,  and  children. 
They  have  fired  into  a  boat  loaded  with  our  sick 
and  wounded,  with  its  hospital  flag  flying,  and, 
after  having  burned  the  boat  and  carried  off  all 
the  medical  stores,  they  left  the  sick  and  wounded 
to  perish  on  the  shore,  in  a  drenching  rain. 

We  cannot  believe  that  the  justice  of  God  will 
allow  such  a  people  to  prosper.  Let  every  Roldier 
know  that  death  on  the  battle-field  is  preferable 
to  a  surrender  followed  by  such  outrages  as  their 
comrades  have  undergone. 

J.  A.  Garfield, 

Brigadier-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

From  the  statement  we  make  the  following  ex- 
tracts : 

Libby  Prison,  Riohmoxd,  Va.,  > 
March  :w,  \m.  \ 

On  the  fourth  of  March,  our  brigade,  being 
parts  of  the  Thirty-third  and  Eighty-fifth  In- 
diana, Twenty-second  Wisconsin,  and  Nineteenth 
Michigan,  numbering  in  all  fifteen  hundred  and 
eighty-nine,  together  with  the  One  Hundred  and 
Twenty-fourth  Ohio,  and  six  hundred  cavalry  and 
one  battery  of  six  small  guns,  were  ordered  to 
proceed  from  Franklin  to  Spring  Hill,  ten  miles 
south  on  the  Columbia  pike,  and  thirty  mttetfonfiL 
Nashville,  Colonel  3o\u\  Co\>\m\,  eft  \^ '\\co\^- 
third,  in  command.   WYren  ^fc  ^erc  otawaX  tesa 
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miles  out  we  met  the  enemy,  and,  after  a  sharp 
skirmish,  drove  them  back,  without' loss  on  our 
side.    Their  loss  was  fifteen  killed  and  wounded. 

On  the  morning  of  the  fifth  we  started  early, 
the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fourth  Ohio  being 
left  in  the  rear  of  our  wagon  train,  which  was 
large.  After  marching  about  two  miles,  our  cav- 
alry met  the  enemy's  pickets  and  outposts,  and 
severe  skirmishing  was  kept  up  until  we  came  in 
sight  of  Thompson's  Station,  the  enemy  falling 
back.  When  we  reached  the  point  where  the 
railroad  joins  the  pike,  the  enemy  opened  upon 
us  with  a  heavy  battery. 

Colonel  Coburn  soon  ordered  one  section  of 
the  battery  to  take  position  on  the  hill,  on  the 
left  of  the  pike,  and  deployed  the  Nineteenth 
Michigan  and  Twenty-second  Wisconsin  to  sup- 
port it.  The  other  three  guns  took  position  on 
the  hill,  on  the  right,  supported  by  the  Thirty- 
third  and  Eighty-fifth  Indiana.  Colonel  Coburn 
ordered  the  Thirty-third  and  Eighty-fifth  Indiana 
to  make  a  demonstration  on  the  left  of  the  enemy, 
to  draw  him  out,  if  in  force,  and  if  not,  to  charge 
his  battery. 

Our  skirmishers  soon  started  up  the  enemy, 
and  we  found,  posted  behind  stone  walls,  fences, 
and  brush,  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  two  whole  bri- 
gades of  dismounted  cavalry.  Seeing  it  impossible 
to  advance  farther,  the  two  regiments  lay  down 
and  were  covered  by  the  buildings  and  fences. 

We  were  not  long  here  before  Colonel  Coburn 
ordered  us  back  to  the  hill  from  which  we  started. 
We  started  back,  and  so  soon  as  we  were  un- 
masked from  the  buildings,  two  regiments,  from 
Arkansas  and  Texas,  started  after  us  with  a  yell, 
pursuing  and  firing  on  us  all  the  way  back,  which, 
with  their  batteries  playing  on  us  also,  made  our 
situation  pretty  hot.  Both  of  our  regiments  lost 
several  killed  and  wounded,  going  and  returning, 
and  all  this  time  not  a  shot  had  been  fired  by  us. 
But  as  soon  as  we  reached  the  hill,  we  turned  and 
drove  back  the  enemy  faster  than  they  came,  kill- 
ing Colonel  Earl,  of  Arkansas.  They  again  ral- 
lied and  charged  on  us,  but  were  driven  back.  It 
now  became  evident  that  we  had  encountered  the 
whole  of  Van  Dora's  and  Forrest's  forces. 

Colonel  Coburn  now  brought  the  Nineteenth 
and  Twenty-second  on  the  west  side  of  the  pike, 
and  leaving  the  Thirty-third  to  protect  the  hill  on 
its  south  face;  the  Tenth  and  Eighty-fifth  were 
formed,  facing  the  enemy  east,  at  right  angles, 
with  the  Twenty-second  in  the  rear  of  the  Eighty- 
fifth,  except  three  companies. 

Our  lines  were  hardly  formed,  the  men  lying 
down  behind  the  crest  of  the  hill,  till  Armstrong's 
brigade  charged  from  the  east,  and  the  Texans 
from  the  south,  and  the  fighting  was  terrific  We 
reserved  our  fire  until  they  were  within  thirty 
paces.  Three  times  they  gallantly  charged  up  the 
hill  from  the  east,  and  thrice  we  forced  them  back. 
But  it  was  evident  to  us  all,  privates  as  well  as 
officers,  that  the  struggle  was  unavailing,  and  it 
was  only  a  question  of  time  as  to  our  defeat 
Our  ammunition  was  nearly  out,  and  Forrest,  hav- 


all  four  of  our  regiments  facing  north,  to  not 
our  new  foe.  l- 

Here  we  met  and  checked  Forrest,  and  Ui 
him  till  our  last  round  was  fired.  We  then  fed 
bayonets,  to  charge  and  break  his  lines,  tod  tij 
to  escape.  But  just  as  we  were  about  to  chmt, 
we  discovered  that  Forrest  had  still  another  £ 
in  reserve,  and  a  battery  began  to  open  and  fin 
a  new  position ;  that  made  it  hopeless  to  thbk 
of  escape,  and  so  we  surrendered.  You  will  ob- 
serve that  none  but  our  brigade  took  part  in  the 
fight.  Of  officers  and  men  twelve  hundred  ands 
were  taken.  The  rest,  were  killed,  wounded,  8 
escaped.  Of  the  number  not  taken  there  iw 
probably  four  hundred,  and  one  hundred  ni 
fifty  or  two  hundred  escaped ;  fifty  or  sixty 
and  wounded. 

The  enemy  were  all  cavalry  and  mounted  inbft- 
try,  but  all  fought  ou  foot,  every  fourth  man  hold- 
ing four  horses,  and  his  force  consisted  of  si 
brigades,  under  Major-General  Van  Dorn,  Brig- 
adier-Generals French,  Armstrong,  Crosby,  Ma- 
tin, and  Jackson.  Infantry  had  no  chance  to  es- 
cape after  the  fight  once  began. 

Prisoners  of  war !  I  had  supposed  that  soldkn 
taken  in  fair  battle  were  treated  as  gentlemen,  at 
least  as  human  beings ;  but  such  is  not  the  prac- 
tice in  this  cursed  land.  I  will  state  simply  tht 
facts.  We  were  taken  in  the  afternoon,  after  far 
hours'  fighting,  and  marched  fourteen  miles  to 
Columbia. 

On  the  way  the  men  had  to  wade  the  creek, 
over  knee  deep,  and  to  ferry  across  Duck  Rfrer, 
taking  till  after  midnight  to  reach  the  town,  whet 
we  were  crowded  into  the  court-house,  so  thick 
that  we  could  scarcely  lie  down. 

Next  day  it  rained  all  day.  We  were  marched 
out  three  miles  from  town,  halted,  and  kept  until 
four  o'clock,  having  had  nothing  to  eat  since  day- 
light before  the  fight  —  nearly  thirty-six  hours 
time !  Then  one  and  a  half  pounds  of  meat  wai 
issued,  without  bread,  for  three  days'  rations. 
We  were  then  marched  four  miles  farther,  and 
encamped  for  the  night,  without  tents,  it  raining 
all  night  * 

Next  day  we  were  again  marched  eighteen 
miles  on  the  road,  had  to  cross  a  creek,  waist 
deep,  on  a  foot-log,  which  was  springy ;  and  at 
the  men  were  slow,  and  some  of  tne  poor  fellows 
got  on  their  hands  and  knees  to  keep  from  fall- 
ing, Confederate  officers  stood  with  stones  in  their 
hands  to  make  them  walk. 

Next  day  we  reached  Shelbyville,  at  night 
The  men's  rations  had  given  out  the  second  day, 
and  although  it  was  known  we  were  coming,  oar 
men  had  to  stay  in  the  court-house  yard,  it  rain- 
ing all  night  They  got  nothing  to  eat  until  two 
o'clock  next  afternoon.  Here  let  me  say,  God 
bless  the  ladies  of  Shelbyville !  They  are  as  good 
Union  people  as  ever  lived.  They  have  been  tried 
by  fire  and:  blood. 

They  brought  food,  and  words  of  good  cheer 
and  hope.  How  they  do  scorn  those  copperhead 
knaves  of  the  North.  The  fourth  day  they  marched 


inggot  between  us  and  Franklin,  was  closing  m  onA  u%  a\x  mta*,  s^ycvn^  ta^ft.  v&>  the  open  air, 
ub  from  the  north.    We  formed  a  new  line,  wlthA  m\h  a  %Vnm  t%^s%^  tq^dSu  ^a 
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Mod  day  beggars  description.  It  rained  all  day. 
We  crossed  one  stream,  waist  deep,  by  wading. 
Some  of  the  men  swam  it.  The  road  was  up  the 
bed  of  a  creek,  and  it  was  from  ankle  to  knee 
deep  more  than  half  the  time.  We  reached  Tul- 
lahoma  late  in  the  evening. 

The  men  had  to  stay  all  night  on  a  piece  of 
ground  three  inches  deep  in  mud,  with  nothing 
out  green  oak  wood  to  make  fires,  and  nothing  to 
"but  meat,  without  vessels  to  cook  it  in  ;  and 
•trained  until  midnight.    It  then  turned  cold, 
•**d   next  morning  Bragg  stripped  us  of  our 
^Jercoats  and  canteens,  and  shipped  us  on  cars  to 
^Chattanooga,  and  we  have  frozen  and  starved  our 
^"*y  here.   The  result  is  that  we  have  lost  more 
'■ten  by  their  treatment  than  by  their  bullets,  and 
*  Northern  penitentiary  is  a  palace  in  comparison 
^Uh  this  place. 


Doc.  24. 

ATTACK  ON  THE  LITTLE  ADA. 

LIEUT.-COMMANDER  WEAVER'S  REPORT. 

United  States  Steameii  Winona,  ) 
Oft  Suwanee  Riveh,  8.  C,  March  2fi,  1804.  { 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  twenty- 
first  instant,  directing  us  to  proceed  off  the  Santee 
River,  and  to  prevent  the  steamer  loading  at 
McClellanville  from  going  to  sea,  and  to  use  such 
efforts  to  capture  said  steamer  as  might  best  meet 
that  end  consistent  with  safety,  I  have  to  report 
that  I  left  Charleston  harbor  in  this  vessel,  on  the 
morning  of  the  twenty- third  instant,  and  arrived  off 
the  Santee  at  5.30  P.  M.  of  the  same  day.  After 
making  a  careful  reconnoissance  of  the  north  and 
south  mouths  of  the  Santee,  I  decided  that  there 
must  be  the  deepest  water  in  the  latter,  and  an- 
chored this  vessel  as  near  there  as  was  prudent. 
At  sunset  I  started  a  boat  expedition  in  command 
of  Acting  Master  E.  H.  Sheffield,  executive  offi- 
cer of  this  vessel,  consisting  of  the  gig,  second  and 
third  cutters,  Acting  Ensign  William  McKendry, 
in  charge  of  .one  cutter,  and  Acting  Master's 
Mate  L.  A.  Cornthwaite  in  charge  of  the  other. 
Acting  Second  Assistant  Engineer  W.  J.  Bar- 
rington,  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Charles  Little, 
and  twenty-one  of  the  crew.  I  gave  Mr.  Shef- 
field orders  to  proceed  up  the  Santee,  and  if  he 
discovered  the  steamer  Ada  to  either  destroy  her  or 
bring  her  out  At  four  a.  m.,  on  the  twenty-fourth, 
the  expedition  returned,  Mr.  Sheffield  reporting 
that  he  went  twelve  miles  up  the  river,  passed  a  vil- 
lage eleven  miles  upon  the  right  bank,  two  wharves 
and  several  warehouses,  but  saw  no  vessel.  The 
party  was  not  discovered.  At  eleven  A.  M.  com- 
municated with  the  United  States  steamer  Paul 
Jones.  I  learned  from  her  pilot  (a  colored  man, 
and  familiar  with  the  country)  that  McClellan- 
ville is  a  small  village  on  a  salt  water  creek  that 
makes  into  the  sea  just  to  the  northward  of  Cape 
Roman,  about  eight  miles  distant.  I  started  for 
the  above-mentioned  creek  at  four  P.  M.,  and  an- 
chored the  Winona  in  sixteen  feet  of  water  near 
there  at  five  o'clock.  I  again  started  the  expedi- 
tion with  the  same  officers  and  men,  having  learned 


that  the  country  on  either  side  of  the  creek,  up  to 
the  village,  was  nothing  but  a  marsh.  I  ordered 
the  officer  in  command  to  so  time  it  as  to  arrive 
there  on  the  commencement  of  the  ebb  tide,  and 
to  reconnoitre  the  first  firm  ground  well  before 
proceeding  farther.  At  six  o'clock  r.  M.  the  ex- 
pedition returned.  Acting  Master  Sheffield  re- 
ports that  in  consequence  of  the  darkness  of  the 
night  and  the  many  bayous  making  into  the  creek, 
it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  he  kept  in  it  — 
in  fact,  several  times  he  lost  his  way.  At  six 
A.  M.  this  morning  he  discovered  the  village  and  a 
steamer  lying  at  anchor  off  the  bank,  it  being  by 
that  time  broad  daylight,  and  being  fearful  that 
he  had  been  discovered,  he  determined  to  attempt 
the  capture  of  the  steamer.  The  boats  got  with- 
in a  few  hundred  yards  before  they  were  perceived 
by  the  enemy.  At  this  time  a  large  number  of 
men  were  seen  rushing  about  the  steamer's  deck, 
and  a  boat  was  lowered  immediately  after.  The 
gig  and  second  cutter  boarded  her  on  the  port 
side,  the  third  cutter  running  across  her  bow,  in- 
tercepting a  boat  which  had  the  captain  in  her, 
and  forcing  him  to  return  on  boara.  The  sur- 
prise was  complete,  and  in  five  minutes  the  captain 
and  crew  were  disarmed  and  below  decks,  with  a 
sentry  at  each  hatch.  There  being  no  indications 
of  a  battery,  Mr.  Barrington  at  once  started  fires  ; 
the  chain  was  hove  short,  but  she  was  so  fastened 
with  stern  moorings  that  the  chain  could  not  be 
slipped,  and  they  proceeded  at  once  to  cut  it 
with  cold  chisels.  Soon  after  a  masked  battery 
of  three  rifle  guns  (supposed  to  be  about  twelve- 
pounders)  opened  on  the  steamer  at  short  range, 
the  shot  striking  about  amidships,  going  in  one 
side  and  out  of  the  other,  one  shot  penetrating  the 
steam  drum  and  another  the  boilers,  destroying 
tubes,  &c. ;  in  fact,  they  had  the  range  so  per- 
fectly that  their  shot  completely  riddled  her ;  they 
were  evidently  prepared  for  an  attack,  as  they 
had  a  target  placed  ahead  and  one  astern  of  her, 
and  were  determined  to  disable  her  in  case  she 
was  boarded.  At  this  time  it  was  broad  daylight, 
and  as  by  remaining  longer  there  would  have 
been  great  danger  of  having  the  boats  sunk, 
Mr.  Sheffield  had  all  the  arms  passed  into  them, 
and  reluctantly  withdrew,  feeling  assured  that  the 
capture  of  our  small  force  would  have  been  the 
result  had  he  not  done  so.  The  steamer  proved 
to  be  iron,  with  scarcely  any  wood  work  about 
her ;  what  little  there  was  of  an  inflammable  na- 
ture about  the  vessel  was  wet,  as  it  was  raining 
heavily  at  the  time.  In  consideration  of  this,  and 
the  fact  that  there  was  no  cargo  on  board,  it  was 
deemed  best  not  to  attempt  to  fire  her ;  in  fact, 
to  have  remained  five  minutes  longer  would  have 
imperilled  the  lives  of  the  whole  party,  the  ene- 
my's fire  being  so  severe.  The  steamer  is  not  the 
Ada,  as  supposed,  but  the  Little  Ada,  of  Glasgow, 
commanded  by  a  Baltimorean  named  Martin. 
He  remarked  to  our  officers  that  they  had  done 
their  work  well,  and  asked  only  to  be  treated  as 
a  gentleman  and  as  a  prisoner  of  war.  No  sooner 
did  the  boats  leave,  however,  than  this  same  to&xl 
opened  a  fire  on  t\iem  from  a.  *m^\$V\^<st$a. 
gin  which  the  Little  Ma  taA  mo\m\&&  oa\>Kt 
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deck,  and  this  fire  was  kept  up  some  time  after 
the  batteries  had  ceased  theirs,  shrapnel  bursting 
near  the  boats  when  they  were  a  long  distance  off. 

I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  praise  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  officers  and  men,  with  but  one  excep- 
tion, Charles  M.  Muldoon,  an  ordinary  seaman, 
an  Englishman,  and  a  man  of  no  character,  who 
deserted  to  the  enemy.  Although  there  was  an 
abundance  of  liquor'on  board,  and  it  was  offered 
freely  to  the  men,  not  one  would  take  it,  though 
they  were  cold  and  wet  at  the  time.  I  was  com- 
pelled by  necessity  to  include  five  colored  men 
in  the  party,  and  they  behaved  admirably  under 
fire. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  recommend  to  the  fa- 
vorable consideration  of  of  the  Navy  Department 
Acting  Master  E.  II.  Sheffield,  Acting  Ensign 
\yilliam  McKendry,  and  Acting  Master's  Mate 
L.  A.  Cornthwaite.  Acting  Ensign  William  Mc- 
Kendry applied  some  time  since  for  an  appoint- 
ment, and  I  think  he  has  well  earned  promotion. 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Charles  Little,  and 
Acting  Second  Assistant  Engineer  W.  J.  Bar- 
rington,  also  deserve  much  credit  for  their  cool- 
ness and  zeal.  I  am,  Sir,  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  \V.  Weaver, 

Lieutenant-Commander. 

Com.  Stephen  C.  Rowan, 

Com'dg  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Flag-ship  New  Ironsides, 
Charleston  Harbor; 
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SOUTHERN  RECONSTRUCTION. 

GOVERNOR  T.  H.  WATTS'S  LETTER. 

Statk  of  Georgia,  ) 
Quartermaster  Gkner'al's  Office,  > 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  Sept.  19, 18G3.  > 

Sir  :  I  herewith  enclose  you  for  publication  a 
letter  from  Hon.  T.  H.  Watts,  governor  elect  of 
Alabama,  which  explains,  in  terms  unmistakable 
and  unequivocal,  his  views  on  that  foul  heresy 
called  "  reconstruction."  Never  were  sentiments 
more  pregnant  with  patriotism  and  devotion  to 
our  struggling  cause  penned.  Every  true  son  of 
the  South  will  conclude  the  reading  of  this  letter 
with  spirits  more  buoyant  and  confidence  more 
steadfast.  Nor  will  our  noble  women  fail  to  ex- 
claim, "  Governor  Watts  is  right :  rather  than  be 
subjugated  we  will  march  to  the  field  of  strife  and 
bare  our  bosoms  to  the  bullets  of  the  cruel  invader." 

With  such  leaders,  such  soldiers,  and  such 
women,  we  must,  we  shall  be  free. 

Ira  R.  Foster.* 

Confederate  States  of  America,  ) 
Department  of  Justice,  > 
Richmond,  September  12,  1863.  > 

Hon.  Ira  B.  Foster,  Q.  M.  Gen.  of  Ga.,  Atlanta, 

Go.: 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  to-day  received  your  fetter 
of  the  first  instant,  forwarded  to  me  from  Mont- 
gomery, Alabama,  and  hasten  to  reply.  You 

*  This  letter  was  originally  addressed  to  the  Editor  ot 
the  Atlanta  Intelligencer. 


say  that  my  name,  since  the  Alabama  election,  la 
been  freely  used  by  many  in  connection  with"*. 
construction,"  meaning  thereby  that  some  peedr 
in  Georgia  suppose  I  am  in  favor  of  rt-wmiti 
the  Yankee  government  of  the  North.  lams* 
prised  and  mortified  that  anybody  in  the  Soak 
should  so  interpret  the  Alabama  election.  If 
those  who  claim  my  election  as  indicating  m 
such  feeling  in  Alabama,  had  read  my  letter! 
twenty-first  March  to  General  Lawler,  and  ■ 
short  address  to  the  people  of  Alabama,  dm 
eighth  June  last,  they  would  never  have  at* 
tained  such  false  notions. 

It  is  due  to  the  gallant  people  of  my  state  I 
call  attention  to  the  resolutions  of  the  ieort 
called  session  of  the  legislature,  passed  xm 
imously,  pledging  all  the  men  and  resourced 
the  state  to  prosecute  the  war  until  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  Confederate  States  is  fully  etW 
lished. 

For  myself,  I  will  not  forfeit  my  setf-respeetVj 
arguing  the  question  of 41  reconstruction." 

He  who  is  now,  deliberately  or  otherwise,  k 
favor  of  "  reconstruction  "  with  the  states  unfa 
Lincoln's  dominion,  is  a  traitor  in  his  heart  to  the 
state  of  his  residence  and  to  the  Confederate 
States,  and  deserves  a  traitor's  doom.  If  I  had 
the  power,  I  would  build  up  a  wall  offirt  betweei 
Yankeedom  and  the  Confederate  States,  tine 
to  burn,  for  ages,  as  a  monument  of  the  ~ 
wickedness,  and  vandalism  of  the  puritanic  race! 
No,  sir !  rather  than  re-unite  with  such  a  people, 
I  would  see  the  Confederate  States  desolated  via 
fire  and  sword. 

When  the  men  of  the  South  shall  become  soek 
base  cowards  as  to  wish  for  such  reunion,  let  t» 
call  on  the  women  of  the  South  to  march  to  the 
battle-field,  and  in  the  name  of  the  God  of  justice, 
bid  them  fight  under  the  banner  of  the  Southea 
liberty!  The  call  would  not  be  made  in  rain. 
Let  the  patriot  sires,  whose  children  have  bared 
their  breasts  to  Yankee  bullets,  and  welcomed 
glorious  deaths,  in  this  struggle  for  self-govern* 
ment,  rebuke  the  foul  spirit  which  even  whispers 
"  reconstruction ! "  Let  the  noble  mothers,  whose 
sons  have  made  sacred  with  their  blood  so  many 
fields  consecrated  to  freedom,  rebuke  the  m 
heresy !  Let  our  blood-stained  banners,  now  un- 
furled "  to  the  battle  and  the  breeze,"  rebuke  the 
cowardice  and  cupidity  which  suggest  urwm- 
struction"  The  spirit  of  our  heroic  dead— the 
martyrs  to  our  sacred  cause  —  rebuke,  a  thousand 
times  rebuke,  "  reconstruction  ! 99 

We  have  little  cause  —  for  despondency,  none 
for  despair!  Let  us  nerve  ourselves  afresh  for 
the  contest ;  and  let  us  not  forget  that 

"  Freedom's  battle,  onoe  begun, 
Bequeathed  from  blooding  Bire  to  son, 
Though  baffled  oft,  ii  ever  won ! w  • 

If  we  are  true  to  ourselves ;  true  to  the  mem- 
ories of  the  past ;  true  to  our  homes  and  our  fire- 
sides, and  true  to  our  God,  we  cannot,  we  twfl 
not  be  conquered !  In  any  and  in  every  event 
let  us  prefer  death  to  a  life  of  cowardly  shams! 

Your  obedient  servant, 


A 
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.  on  the  tenth  a  letter  from  General 
t,  (copy  No.  2,)  which  was  brought  by 
ral  Grab  am,  who  proposed  going  up  the 


Doc.  26. 

:Y  AND  NAVY  EXPEDITION  UP  THE 
A^SEMOND  AND  JAMES  RIVERS. 

REPORT  OF  REAR-ADMIRAL  LEE. 

Flag-8htp  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  ) 
Off  Newport  News,  Va,  April  16,  1864.  j 

iz  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
t  in  regard  to  the  part  taken  by  the  navy  in 
*oent  combined  army  and  navy  expedition  up 
femes  and  Nansemond  Rivers :  On  the  ninth 
\t  I  wrote  to  General  Butler,  suggesting  that 
nd  a  sufficient  force  to  clear  the  country  in 
ictnity  of  Smithfield  and  Chuckatuck  of  the 
ftla  parties  known  to  be  there,  and  to  destroy 
toats  which  it  was  supposed  they  had  con- 
si.  (Cony  enclosed,  No.  1.)  In  reply  to 
I  received 

era! 

ks  with  his  light  armed  transports,  and  land- 
some  troops  in  the  Nansemond.  I  saw  Gen- 
Butler  the  same  evening,  and  urged  him  to 
at  once  a  suitable  force  to  come  in  from  the 
and  envelop  the  rebels  so  as  to  effectually 
ire  them  at  Iron  Station,  and  between  the 
kwater,  James,  and  Nansemond  Rivers,  and 
ivise  me  when  he  was  ready  to  begin  this 
tment,  that  I  might  send  a  naval  force  to 
h  Chuckatuck  and  Pagan  Creeks,  and  prevent 
scape  of  the  rebels  by  water.  This  he  prom- 
to  qo.  I  suggested  to  him  that  the  plan  of 
k  brought  by  General  Graham,  of  approach 
>nt  instead  of  in  the  rear,  would  drive  back 
rebels,  whereas  they  ought  to  be  captured, 
recommendation  I  hoped  would  be  adopted, 
he  plan  sent  by  General  Graham  was  sub- 
ially  carried  out,  and  the  force  sent  to  the 
was  cavalry,  and  was  kept  too  far  off  for  ef- 

On  the  afternoon  of  tne  twelfth  I  received 
General  Smith  and  Colonel  Shaffer  (chief  of 
to  General  Butler)  a  memorandum,  of  which 
>y  is  enclosed.  On  the  morning  of  the  thir- 
:h  I  issued  orders  to  the  commanding  officers 
e  gunboats  I  had  assigned  to  take  part  in  the 
dition  —  the  Commodore  Morris,  Commodore 
y,  Commodore  Barney,  and  Stepping  Stones 
:  which  copies  are  enclosed.  Two  (2)  launches 
howitzers  from  this  ship,  in  charge  of  Acting 
tex  Wilder  and  Acting  Ensign  J.  Birtwistle, 

ordered  to  accompany  the  Stepping  Stones, 
gunboats  and  launches  accordingly  started, 
this  point  as  directed,  and  up  to  sunrise  on 
norning  of  the  fourteenth  all  was  carried  out 
rding  to  their  orders  given.  At  this  time, 
jver,  the  intended  cooperations  and  the  infan- 
brce  on  Pagan  Creek  failed  of  being  fully1 
ed  out,  owing  to  the  grounding  of  the  trans- 
i  and  delay  m  landing  the  troops,  and  that 
of  the  expedition  designed  to  explore  Pagan 
k  did  not  begin  to  ascend  it  until  12.15  p.  M. 
launches,  going  ahead  of  the  troops,  were 
on  from  the  shore  by  a  concealed  force,  and 
iff  Master  Wilder,  of  this  ship,  instantly  killed, 
HL  Miller,  landsman,  severely  wounded.  As- 
ni  Surgeon  William  Longnhore'a  report  ofi 


casualties  is  enclosed,  and  the  report  of  Acting 
Master  Campbell  (12)  gives  full  details  of  this 
part  of  the  affair.  The  Commodore  Morris,  as 
will  be  seen  by  the  report  of  her  commanding 
officer,  Lieutenant  Fyffe,  assisted  the  military 
force,  and  carried  out  my  orders.  The  Commo- 
dore Perry  and  Commodore  Barney  also  did  their 
part  in  cooperating  with  the  troops  in  the  Nanse- 
mond and  Western  Branch.  The  boats  from 
these  vessels  explored  Western  Branch  to  the 
extent  that  the  troops  afforded  cooperation.  The 
expedition  returned  yesterday  afternoon.  It  failed 
in  accomplishing  the  main  objects,  viz.,  the  com- 
plete capture  of  the  rebels  in  that  region  and  the 
destruction  of  the  torpedo-boat  which  attacked 
this  ship  on  the  morning  of  the  ninth.  This,  it 
was  ascertained,  had  gone  from  Pagan  Creek  to 
Richmond  on  the  night  of  the  tenth  instant  for 
repairs.  This  country  is  a  very  difficult  one  to 
operate  in,  and  requires  more  time  than  was  avail- 
able for  a  complete  overhauling.  I  give  in  a  sep- 
arate report  information  received  in  relation  to 
this  torpedo-boat.  The  results  accomplished  were 
four  (4  J  prisoners,  one  (1)  twelve-pound  howitzer, 
belonging  to  the  navy,  and  probably  captured  by 
the  rebels  from  the  army  boat  Smith  Briggs,  and 
a  few  wagons  taken  ana  brought  off;  a  valuable 
officer  killed,  and  one  man  wounded  on  our  side 
—  the  rebel  loss  unknown.  The  following  en- 
closures accompany  this  report : 

No.  1.  Admiral  Lee  to  General  Butler,  April 
9, 1864. 

No.  2.  To  Admiral  Lee  from  General  Butler, 
April  10,  1864. 

No.  3.  Memorandum  received  from  General 
Butler  and  Colonel  Shaffer,  April  12,  1864. 

No.  4.  Orders  to  Acting  Master  D.  A.  Camp- 
bell, United  States  steamer  Stepping  Stones, 
April  13,  1864. 

No.  5.  Orders  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
A.  P.  Foster,  United  States  steamer  Commodore 
Perry,  April  13,  1854. 

No.  6.  Orders  to  Acting  Master  James  M. 
Williams,  United  States  steamer  Commodore 
Barney,  April  13,  1864. 

No.  7.  Orders  to  Lieutenant  J.  P.  Fyffe,  United 
States  steamer  Commodore  Morris,  April  13, 1864. 

No.  8.  Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  J.  H. 
Upshur,  commanding  United  States  steamer  Min- 
nesota, (three'  enclosures,)  April  16, 1864. 

No.  9.  Report  of  Acting  Master  J.  M.  Wil- 
liams, United  States  steamer  Commodore  Barney, 
April  14,  1864. 

No.  10.  Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
A.  P.  Foster,  United  States  steamer  Commodore 
Perry,  April  15,  1864. 

No.  11.  Report  of  Lieutenant  Joseph  P.  Fyffe, 
United  States  steamer  Commodore  Morris,  April 
15,1864.  1 

No.  12.  Report  of  Acting  Master  D.  A.  Camp- 
bell, United  States  steamer  Stepping  Stones 
April  15,  1864.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 
Very  respectfully,  yours,         S.  P.  Lee, 
A.  R.  Admiral,  coromanflVftfelSU  k«&%^»&xt3fe 

Hon  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  thAKwf* 
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LETTER  TO  GENERAL  BUTLER. 

Flag-Ship  N.  A.  B.  Squadron,  ) 
Off  Newport  Nf.ws,  Va.,  April  9, 1804.  ) 

General:  The  vicinity  of  Smithfield  and 
Cliuckatuck  are  known  to  be  invested  by  guerillas, 
who  are  reported  to  have  boats  concealed  up  those 
creeks  and  tjieir  tributaries.  You  are  aware  that 
the  rebels  have  an  organized  system  of  boat  ex- 
peditions all  along  the  coast,  operating  at  one 
time  from  creeks  in  Morton  and  Gloucester  counties 
again  8 1  the  Eastern  Shore  counties,  Cape  Charles 
light-house,  &c. ;  at  another  time  against  the  gun- 
boat Underwriter  at  Newbem,  and  now  against  this 
ship  here.  In  all  these  cases  they  harbor  in  the 
vicinity  of  their  operations.  This  was  explained 
by  your  prisoner,  Acting  Master  Webb,  of  the 
rebel  navy,  captured  while  thus  engaged  in  the 
Neck  counties  near  Yorktown,  where,  as  in  the 
vicinity  of  Smithfield,  &c,  the  small  creeks  are 
numerous  and  not  accessible  to  our  gunboats.  It 
is  believed  that  the  little  torpedo-boat  which 
struck  this  vessel  last  night,  happily  without  ac- 
complishing its  object,  came  out  of  Pagan  and 
Chuckatuck  Creeks  or  their  tributaries.  I  re- 
spectfully suggest  that  you  send  at  once  a  sufficient 
force  to  capture  these  rebels  and  destroy  their 
boats  on  the  upper  creeks,  and  to  cooperate  with 
a  naval  force  to  prevent  their  escape  by  the  river, 
which  I  will  send  as  soon  as  you  are  ready. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  General, 

Very  respectfully,  yours. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

A.  R.  Admiral,  commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Major-General  B.  F.  Butler, 

Commanding  Dep't  Virginia  and  North  Carolina. 


LETTER  TO  ADMIRAL  LEE. 

Headquarters  Eighteenth  Army  Corps, 
Department  op  Va.  and  N.  C. 


5} 


Fortress  Monroe,  April  10, 1864, 
^  Admiral  :  I  have  your  note  in  relation  to  the 
pirates  of  the  creeks  and  inlets  of  the  James 
River,  and  the  means  of  destroying  them,  and  am 
desirous  of  cooperating  with  you  in  that  object. 
I  have,  therefore,  sent  General  Graham,  who  is 
charged  with  the  duty  of  making  all  such  dis- 
positions as  you  may  fudge  necessary,  after  con- 
ference with  nim  for  the  purpose  indicated. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

Benjamin  F.  Butler, 

Major-General,  commanding. 
Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

MEMORANDUM  FROM  GENERAL  BUTLER. 

Fort  Monroe,  April  12,  1864. 

Admiral  Lee  will  please  have  a  gunboat  at 
Halloway's  Point,  on  the  Nansemond,  to-morrow 
evening,  for  the  purpose  of  covering  the  crossing 
of  an  infantry  force.  The  boat  is  to  remain  until 
advised  to  withdraw.  Place  one  or  more  gun- 
boats some  distance  above  Day's  Point  when  the 
army  gunboat  Brewster  proceeds  to  that  place 
with"  her  convoy  to  land  the  infantry  —  the  naval 
vessels  to  remain  there  after  the  Brewster  and 
transports  leave,  and  to  continue  there  until  \ufoi- 
mation  is  communicated  that  the  object  of  the 


expedition  has  been  effected.  Likewise  to  __ 
a  gunboat  near  the  mouth  of  Pagan  Creek  r& 
the  army  gunboats  of  light  draught  conveytwp 
in  and  out 

ORDERS  TO  D.  A.  CAMPBELL. 

Flag-Ship  North  Atlantic  Blocks  Sqcimsu 
Off  Newport  News,  Virginia,  April  b,M| 

Sir  :  Proceed  with  the  Stepping  StonamJt 
your  command,  to  the  mouth  of  Pagan  Ch^ 
taking  in  tow  the  two  (2)  launches  of  ths  Mt 
nesota.  You  will  there  be  joined  by  u  m 
transport  with  troops,  which  are  directed  torn 
at  or  near  Smithfield  at  sunrise  in  the  mans; 
Render  all  the  assistance  in  your  power  in  efe 
ing  and  covering  this  intended  landing,  soddbr 
it  is  effected,  remain  at  that  station  until  yua 
advised  that  your  services  are  no  longer  dbmL 

Guard  closely  the  water  before  and  titer  fe 
landing  is  effected.  The  object  of  thisexpeua 
is  to  cooperate  with  a  detachment  of  our  trap, 
which  will  be  landed  some  distance  abort  Dip 
Point,  for  the  purpose  of  scouring  the  ftp 
about  Pagan  Creek,  and  capturing  and  destnjv| 
any  rebel  torpedo  or  other  boats  which  nsili 
there  secreted. 

In  furtherance  of  this  object,  as  well  asamnf 
the  landing,  the  launches  will  be  employed. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

S.P.IA, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  commanding  N.  A.  B. 

Acting  Master  D.  A.  Campbell, 

United  States  Steamer  Stepping  Stones. 

ORDERS  TO  A.  P.  FOSTER. 

Flag-Ship  Minnesota,) 
Newport  News,  Virginia,  April  13,  WM.  j 

Sir  :  Proceed  with  the  Commodore  Perry,  un- 
der your  command,  to  the  landing  opposite  Hal- 
loway's Point,  on  the  Nansemond  River,  timing 
your  departure  so  as  to  pass  through  the  obstra* 
tions  in  safety,  and  so  as  to  arrive  at  Hallowari 
Point  at  ten  o'clock  P.  M.,  to-night.  It  is  intended 
to  cross  in  pontoon  boats  an  infantry  force  to 
Halloway's  Point  at  eleven  o'clock  P.  M.  Com- 
municate with  the  officer  in  command  of  saeh 
troops  as  you  may  find  upon  the  bank  of  the 
Nansemond,  opposite  Halloway's  Point,  and  to 
dispose  of  the  Commodore  Perry  as  wiD  best 
assist  and  cover  the  intended  passage  and  landing 
of  the  troops  on  the  other  side  of  the  river.  Yes 
will  remain  in  such  position  until  you  are  advised 
that  your  presence  there  is  no  longer  needed  and 
you  are  directed  to  withdraw.  The  Commodore 
Perry  is  directed  to  proceed  farther  up  the  Xante- 
mond  to  Western  Branch,  and  you  will  send  with 
her  two  armed  boats  from  the  Perry,  under  com- 
petent officers,  who  will  be  under  the  ordertof 
Acting  Master  Williams,  commanding  the  Barney. 

Should  the  General  Putman  still  be  in  tie 
Nansemond,  you  will  deliver  the  accompanying 
despatch  to  her  commanding  officer. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

8.  P.  LB, 

Acting  Rear- Admiral,  commanding  K.  A.  B.  £ 
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ERS  TO  JAMES  WILLIAMS. 

North  Atlantic  Block'o  Squadron,  J 
Off  Newport  News,  April  13, 1864.  J 

:eed  with  the  Commodore  Barney, 
command,  up  the  Nansemond  River, 
iig  with  the  Commodore  Perry,  and 
rom  her  two  armed  boats,  with 
rill  proceed  with  the  Barney  to  the 
Western  Branch.  It  is  expected  that 
tit  from  the  army  will  be  at  Mil- 
Red  Ferry,  situated  on  the  West 
>out  eleven  o'clock  to-morrow,  (Thurs- 
who  are  to  cooperate  with  you  in 
id  scouting  the  Western  Branch  for 
of  capturing  or  destroying  any  rebel 
other  boats  which  may  be  there  se- 
on  your  arrival  at  the  mouth  of  the 
ill  arm  and  eauip  two  boats  from  the 
,  together  witn  the  two  boats  of  the 
tied  to  you,  you  will  carefully  and 
iscend  the  Western  Branch,  having 
ored  to  ascertain  the  strength  of  the 
ly  there,  and  communicate,  if  practi- 
the  army  detachment  expected  at 
i  or  Red  Ferry  at  eleven  o'clock, 
te  command  of  this  boat  expedition  in 
be  careful  not  unduly  to  expose  your 
l  the  return  of  the  boats  to  the  Barney, 
mmodore  Perry  at  Halloway's  Point, 
there  until  your  services,  in  covering 
aerations  at  that  point,  are  no  longer 
m  you  will  return  and  report  to  me 
Respectfully  yours,  S.  P.  Lee, 
it- Admiral,  commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron* 

ter  James  M.  Williams, 
ling  U.  S.  Steamer  Commodore  Barney. 

BBS  TO  LIEUTENANT  FYFFE. 

NoRTn  Atlantic  Block'o  Squadron,  | 
t  Newport  News,  Va.,  April  13,  1864.  j 

is  intended  that  a  force  of  infantry 
ded  at  daylight,  to-morrow  morning^ 
ice  above  Day's  Point,  on  the  James 
r  the  purpose  of  assisting  and  cover 
iding,  you  will  hold  yourself  in  readi- 
eed  with  the  army  transports,  which  wilt 
1  at  Newport  News,  at  about  midnight- 
g,  under  cover  of  the  armed  transport 
ind  will  accompany  the  expedition  tc 
>f  landing.  You  will  direct  that  the 
£8  steamer  Shokokon,  now  on  advance 
',  be  in  readiness  to  join  you  as  you 
>  the  river,  giving  her  commanding 
ce  of  the  intended  movement  before* 
m  the  arrival  at  the  point  of  landing, 
dispose  of  the  Commodore  Morris  and 
is  to  render  every  assistance  in  cover- 
ding,  and  after  the  landing  has  been 
e  naval  vessels  will  remain  in  their 
ntil  information  is  communicated  that 
of  the  expedition  are  effected.  Guard 

water  during  this  movement.  You 
i  with  the  notification  to  the  command- 

of  the  vessels  now  lying  in  Jamet 
reen  Newport  News  and  the  intended 
xdmg,  of  the  intended  movement,  so  cee 
-Doc.  10 


that  the  vessels  engaged  in  it  may  pass  safely  and 
quietly  to  their  destination.  It  is  intended  that 
an  infantry  fofce  shall  land  at  or  near  Smithfield, 
passing  into  Pagan  Creek  to  assist  in  that  move- 
ment; the  Stepping  Stones,  with  two  launches 
from  the  Minnesota,  is  detailed  to  assist  and  cover 
the  landing,  which  will  take  place  at  sunrise  to- 
morrow. Respectfully  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear- Admiral,  commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Lieutenant  Joseph  P.  Fyffe, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Steamer  Commodore  Morris. 

REPORT  OF  LIEUT.-COMMANDER  UPSHUR. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Minnesota,  ) 
Off  Newport  Newb,  Va.,  April  W,  1864.  ) 

Sib  :  I  enclose  herewith  the  reports  of  Acting 
Ensign  Birtwistle  and  O'Connor,  of  this  vessel, 
of  the  part  taken  by  them  and  the  men  under  their 
command,  composing  the  crews  of  the  launches 
in  the  late  expedition  to  Smithfield ;  also  Assist- 
ant Surgeon  Longshaw's  report  of  casualties. 
It  is  with  feelings  of  deep  regret  and  sorrow  that 
I  have  to  report  the  loss  of  Acting  Volunteer- 
Lieutenant  Wilder.  He  was  a  brave,  zealous, 
and  subordinate  officer.  True  to  the  reputation 
he  had  won  among  his  shipmates  for  promptness 
and  gallantry,  he  fell  while  in  the  act  of  firing  a 
shot  at  the  enemy.  I  am,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Upshur, 
Lieut.-Commander,  commanding  U.  S.  Steamer  Minnesota. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

REPORT  OF  ENSIGN  O'CONNOR. 
United  States  Flag-Ship  Minnesota,  j 


Off  Newport  News,  Va.,  April  15, 186*. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the 
thirteenth  of  April,  at  about  seven  P.  M.,  the  first 
and  second  launches  of  this  ship,  with  a  crew  of 
nineteen  and  twenty  men  respectively,  the  second 
launch  being  under  the  charge  of  Acting  Ensign 
James  Birtwistle,  and  both  being  under  the  com- 
mand of  Acting  Master  Charles  B.  Wilder,  left 
this  ship,  and  went  alongside  the  United  States 
steamer  Stepping  Stones,  and  were  fastened 
astern,  while  the  Stepping  Stones  proceeded  a 
short  distance  up  the  James  River  and  anchored. 

At  two  A.  M.,  on  the  fourteenth,  the  Stepping 
Stones  proceeded  up  the  James  River  to  the 
mouth  of  Pagan  Creek  with  the  boats  in  tow, 
where  she  anchored,  it  being  yet  dark,  and  seeing 
no  signs  of  the  army  transports.  At  about  5.30 
A.  M.  two  army  boats  came  in  view  coming  down 
the  river,  and  soon  others  came  from  the  same 
direction.  We  lay  there,  waiting  for  them  to 
come  in,  which  they  seemed  unable  to  do.  At 
about  ten  A.  M.  the  boats  cast  off  from  the  Step- 
ping Stones  and  anchored,  while  she  proceeded 
out  and  communicated  with  the  transports,  and 
then  piloted  them  into  the  creek,  and  was  the 
pilot  of  the  flotilla  all  of  the  way  to  Smithfield. 
When  the  Stepping  Stones  got  back  into  the 
creek  the  launches  proceeded  up  in  tow  of  the 
army  steamer  Emma ;  she  got  ftgtowxA  *fa&\ft*- 
about  three  nulea,  ^\x«a.\k  W\a 
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off  from  her  and  commenced  to  pull  up.  At 
about  12.15,  noon,  we  arrived  off  Smithfield,  hav- 
ing up  to  this  time  seen  no  enemies.  The  first 
launch  proceeded  a  short  distance  beyond  the  | 
wharf,  to  a  jetty,  where  Mr.  Wilder  sent  me  with  ( 
a  guard  of  four  men  to  bring  down  one  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  town  —  one  of  whom  we  saw  sit- 
ting in  front  of  a  store.  I  brought  him  to  Mr. 
Wilder,  who  examined  him  closely  concerning  the 
rebels  and  about  the  torpedo  boat.  He  stated 
that  there  were  no  troops  in  the  vicinity,  nor  had 
there  been  any  since  the  Smith  Briggs  was  de- 
stroyed ;  but  occasionally  some  of  the  rebel  picket 
came  into  the  town.  He  also  stated  that  the  tor- 
pedo boat  had  been  there  twice,  and  had  come 
from  Richmond.  He  told  us  that  the  David  had 
left  the  village  on  last  Sunday  night,  at  ten  o'clock, 
and  had  returned  to  Richmond.  We  then  went 
back  to  the  wharf,  and  Mr.  Wilder  left  the  launch 
and  communicated  with  Acting  Master  Campbell 
and  the  officer  commanding  the  forces  on  shore. 
At  two  P.  M.  Mr.  Wilder  said  to  Mr.  Birtwistle 
'  that  he  was  going  a  short  distance  up  the  creek, 
and  desired  him  to  follow  at  a  short  distance,  and 
cover  us  in  the  first  launch,  which  he  did  accord- 
ingly. We  then  proceeded  up  the  creek,  and  past 
the  town,  till  we  came  to  the  ruins  of  a  bridge,, 
where  we  saw  an  old  negro  sitting;  we  went 
alongside  the  bank,  and  Mr.  Wilder  put  various 
questions  to  him,  and  the  answers  he  gave  cor- 
roborated the  statement  of  the  man  who  was  pre- 
viously examined.  Apprehending  no  danger, 
though  we  were  prepared  for  it,  we  proceeded 
through  the  bridge  and  up  the  creek,  and  were 
followed  at  the  proper  distance  by  the  second 
launch.  When  we  were  about  three  hundred 
yards  from  the  bridge  the  enemy  opened  fire  on 
us  from  the  right  bank  of  the  stream,  and  from  a 
thickly  wooded  bluff.  Immediately  we  pointed 
the  boat's  head  for  the  bluff  and  returned  the  fire 
from  the  howitzer  and  the  rifles  —  Mr.  Wilder 
going  to  the  howitzer,  and  I  attending  to  the  boat 
and  using  small  arms.  We  had  fired  two  rounds 
at  the  rebels,  and  Mr.  Wilder  had  the  lock  string 
in  his  hand  ready  to  fire,  when,  I  regret  very  much , 
to  say,  he  was  struck  by  a  rifle  ball  in  the  left 
temple  and  instantly  killed.  H.  H.  Miller,  one 
of  my  men,  was  also  struck  by  a  rifle  ball  and 
badly  wounded.  I  discharged  the  gun,  and  got 
the  launch  with  her  head  down  stream,  thinking 
it  was  useless  to  endanger  the  lives  of  my  men 
any  longer.  Mr.  Birtwistle  got  a  good  position 
and  ably  supported  me,  and  I  will  now  add  that 
through  the  whole  expedition  my  men  behaved 
well,  and  especially  while  under  fire.  This  morning 
my  boat,  in  company  with  the  second  launch,  cov- 
ered the  army  steamer  Emma  while  she  ascended 
the  creek.  We  gave  the  woods  a  vigorous  shelling, 
and  had  the  satisfaction  of  starting  some  of  the 
enemy  from  the  woods.  The  town  of  Smithfield 
has  a  deserted  appearance,  and  I  saw  no  one  in 
the  town  but  old  men,  women,  and  children. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Fred.  A.  O'Connor, 

Acting  Ensign  United  BtatesHary. 

Lieut-Commander  J.  H.  Upshur, 
U.  6.  Nmyjt,  commanding  U.  S.  Steamer  Minnesota* 


REPORT  OP  EXSIGN  BTRTW1STL& 

United  States  Steam  Frigate  XcnziniJ 

Off  Newport  News,  Va.,  April  23,  ml  | 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  tkfe 
tcenth  instant,  pursuant  to  your  orders,  I  left  At    J  ~ 
i   lip,  in  charge  of  the  second  launch,  iritb  Mutri    '  !- 
S  [ate  J.  M.  Simms,  (20)  twenty  men,  and  km 
c  \Felve-pounder  howitzer,  subject  to  the  ordorf  ~ 
Acting  Master  Charles  B.  Wider,  incomrnudrf 
the  first  launch,  with  Acting  Ensign  Fred  1 
O'Connor,  (19)  nineteen  men,  and  heavy  taht 
flounder  howitzer,  smooth  bore.   Both  lands 
were  taken  in  tow  by  the  Stepping  Stonet  fc 
anchored  a  short  distance  up  the  river  until  tn 
o'clock  next  morning,  the  fourteenth,  when  ■ 
got  under  way  and  arrived  off  Smithfield  Crea, 
which  we  entered  at  daylight  and  came  to  nekf 
just  inside,  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  fflj 
steamer  which  steamed  in  towards  ui  at  Art  1 , 
nine  A.  M.,  but  grounded  outside.   The  Stepjsj  1. 
Stones  went  out  to  pilot  them  in,  while «  W 
:  lunches  lav  at  anchor  until  they  came  up,  w»  ■ 
we  were  taken  in  tow  by  the  army  steamer  Em  1 
to  within  about  (3)  three  miles  of  Smithfield,  wht  1 
we  cast  off  and  took  stations  to  cover  the  aduan  1 
and  landing  of  the  troops,  and  arrived  at  GmfcV  | 
field  at  about  12.30.    Troops  landed,  linnehti  ' 
advanced,  and  Mr.  Wilder  stationed  me  to  gaud 
the  main  street  and  back  entrance  to  the  ton, 
while  he  commanded  the  main  approaches  to  tk 
;  right  of  the  town;  and  while  in  this  position  lb. 
Wilder  interrogated  an  aged  colored  man  who 
was  living  in  a  toll-house  to  a  destroyed  bridp 
near  him  in  reference  to  the  Torpedo,  the  nattne 
f  the  creek,  force  and  vicinity  of  the  rebel*,  and 
other  necessary  and  important  auestions,  while  I, 
on  the  left,  questioned  an  aged  white  man  in  a 
similar  manner.    Shortly  afterwards  we  compared 
accounts,  and  found  them  to  agree.    Though  they 
said  the  Torpedo  had  left  there  last  Sunday  even- 
ing,  Mr.  Wilder  was  not  satisfied*  nor  any  of 
us ;  we  thought  possibly  their  statement*  wot 
I  not  true,  or  she  might  have  returned.   Mr.  Wil- 
der having  called  me  to  him,  placed  me  in  com- 
mand of  the  right  of  the  town,  while  he  went  to 
consult  Acting  Master  Campbell,  commanding  the 
Stepping  Stones.   He  returned,  and  said  he  wu 
oing  a  little  way  up  the  creek,  and  ordered  men 
follow  him  and  cover  his  advance.   lie  proceeded 
through  the  bridge  a  few  hundred  yards,  when  he 
as  fired  on  from  an  ambushed  bluff  by  concealed 
riflemen.   Fortunately  the  second  launch  was  ly- 
iag  on  their  oars —  waiting  for  the  first  launch  to 
get  about  (100)  one  hundred  Tarda  ahead— with 
the  gun  manned  and  trained  directly  on  the  Waft 
I  primed  and  fired  a  percussion  shell  right  m 
their  midst,  and  .the  second  volley  they  fired  wu 
quite  scattering ;  backed  the  second  launch  and 
fired  rapidly,  each  shell  bursting  beautifully.  The 
first  launch,  on  being  fired  on,  promptly  rounded 
■  to  and  fired  three  effective  shots  from  their  gun, 
and  discharged  all  their  small  arms,  pulled  from 
j  nder  the  bluff  under  cover  of  the  second  launch, 
an.  1  mtftX  vk&feTely,  tenet  to  have  to  saw  that 
m  <&w&  utfUsya.  ^rWfikfta*  wansmsV  %  ifcot 
\a  tem^te  ^s^wSnaA.  \sasv  Wawo^^wsV 
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t  of  pulling  the  lock-string  of  the 
•e  the  second  shot.  Mr.  O'Connor 
id  managed  the  first  launch  gallant- 
jr  out  manfully,  and  his  men  fought 
rdered  him  to  take  position  on  the  op- 
he  bridge,  but  he  said  he  had  wound- 
,  so  I  allowed  him  to  proceed  to  the 
les,  and  the  shots  then  were  very 
pping  Stones  at  this  time  chimed  in 
ending  a  number  of  well-directed 
us  places  at  the  edge  of  the  woods, 
cheered  ue,  and  we  heard  no  more 
!  enemy. 

gratified  to  say  that  Mr.  Simms, 
piece  in  the  second  launch,  was  re- 
,  and  directed  the  working  of  the 
creditable  and  skilful  manner.  All 
at  the  gun  and  the  oars,  gave  the 
ion  to  every  order,  and  I  feel  at  a 
?nd  any  individual  one.  Therefore, 
J  to  your  notice  both  officers  and 
launches.  Not  a  shot  was  dodged 
id  when  I  headed  the  second  launch 
>wn,  to  get  clear  of  some  bushes  on 
quarter,  the  crew  murmured,  and  to 
ve  I  had  to  tell  them  I  was  only 
}f  the  bushes  for  a  better  position, 
while  in  easy  range,  and  the  army 
sion  of  the  town  and  its  rear,  I  re- 
tain Campbell,  and  lay  astern  of  the 
ries  until  the  next  morning.  At 
.  M.  we  covered  the  advance  of  the 
earner  Emma,  with  troops,  up  the 
1  the  satisfaction  of  driving  a  num- 
my  from  the  same  place.  She  re- 
t  the  Torpedo. 
,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  Birtwistle, 

Acting  Ensign. 

inder  J.  H.  Upshur, 

jU.  8.  Steam  Frigate  Minnesota, 

OF  SURGEON  LONGSUAW. 

ates  Stkam  Frigate  Minnesota,  ) 
iwport  News,  Va.,  April  15, 1864.  \ 

ito  report  the  following  casualties 
tient  sent  from  this  ship  on  the  thir- 
under  command  of  Acting  Master  D. 
to  cooperate  with  the  army  in  land- 
eld,  Va.,  on  the  fourteenth  instant 
5  Volunteer-Lieutenant  Charles  B. 
ided,  Harmon  H.  Miller,  landsman, 
t  shoulder.  * 

tfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  Long shaw  Jr., 

Assistant  Surgeon  U.  S.  N. 
Jider  J.  H.  Upshvr, 
X  U.  8.  Steam  Frigate  Minnesota. 

?  OF  JAMES  M.  WILLIAMS. 

/tbs  Steamer  Commodore  Perry.  ) 
imond  River,  Va.,  April  14,  1804.  j 

edience  to  your  orders  of  the  thir- 
'9  I  proceeded  up  the  Nansemond 
7M  p.  m.  of  that  day  (thirteenth  J 
d  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  ' 


j  Commodore  Perry,  (lying  at  first  obstructions  in 
;  the  river,)  who  furnished  me  with  two  boats  (crews 
|  armed)  from  his  vessel.  We  then  proceeded  up 
i  the  river,  and  at  10.55  P.  M.  anchored  at  Sleepy 
!  Hole.  I  then  fitted  out  two  armed  boats  from  this 
!  vessel,  and  with  the  two  from  the  Commodore 
I  Perry  communicated  with  Colonel  Keys,  of  the 
;  One  Hundred  and  Eighteenth  New  York  volun- 
i  teers,  (at  11.30  P.  M.,)  who  required  our  assistance 
in  transporting  his  troops  to  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river.  At  2.30  a.  m.  or  this  day  (fourteenth  April) 
they  commenced  crossing  in  army  launches  and 
boats  on  the  expedition  from  this  vessel,  and  at 
six  a.  M.  the  last  of  them  had  crossed.  I  then  re- 
turned to  this  vessel  immediately,  got  under  way, 
and,  with  two  of  the  Commodore  Perry's  boats  m 
tow,  steamed  to  Western  Branch  and  anchored  at 
the  obstructions;  then,  with  two  boats'  crews, 
armed,  proceeded  about  three  miles  up  the  branch, 
where  I  communicated  with  the  Colonel  of  the 
Thirteenth  New  Hampshire  volunteers,  who  in- 
formed me  that  the  pickets  had  seen  rebel  cavalry 
in  the  morning,  (it  was  noon  when  I  met  the 
Colonel.)  He  also  informed  me  that  they  (the 
rebel  cavalry  and  infantry)  were  reported  to  be 
about  ten  thousand  6trong,  and  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Barker's  Cross  Roads.  A  little  farther 
up  the  branch  I  met  a  citizen  (a  farmer)  whom  I 
strictly  questioned  concerning  torpedoes,  boats, 
&c.  He  positively  denied  that  any  such  things 
were  in  that  neighborhood,  but  he  acknowledged 
that  they  might  be  in  Chuckatuck,  as  Lieutenant 
Boy  had  a  force  at  his  headquarters  to  replace  the 
old  one  that  we  had  captured  on  the  twenty-ninth 
March.  After  receiving  from  him  all  the  informa- 
tion that  he  appeared  to  know,  I  returned  to  my 
vessel,  steamed  to  Sleepy  Hole,  where  the  Com- 
modore Perry  was  anchored,  returned  her  boats, 
and  proceeded  down  river  to  flag-ship. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

James  M.  Williams, 

Acting  M Mter,*oommandlng. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

REPORT  OP  LIEUTENANT  FOSTER. 

United  States  Steamer  Commodore  Perry,  I 
April  15, 1861.  t 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedi- 
ence to  your  orders  of  April  thirteenth,  I  proceeded 
up  the  Nansemond  River  to  the  landing  opposite 
Halloway's  Point,  at  which  place  I  arrived  at  9.50 
P.  M.  I  there  found  Colonel  Keys,  of  the  One 
Hundred  and  Eighteenth  New  York  volunteers, 
who  told  me  that  he  intended  to  cross  four  hun- 
dred (400)  troops  as  soon  as  his  barges  should 
arrive. 

I  offered  to  render  him  any  assistance  in  my 
power  with  regard  to  crossing  his  troops.  He 
told  me  that  he  would  cross  the  troops  himself, 
but  desired  me  to  take  such  a  position  as  would 
cover  the  landing  of  his  troops.  This  I  immedi- 
ately did. 

At  11.45  P.  M.  the  Delaware  onto     -w&i  tost 
(4)  launches,  under  the  cfoirae  o?  *\too&KQHBX*l 
the  naval  brigade.   I  inu&e&s&x&3  iboX 
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tenant  with  the  barges  on  shore  to  report  to 
Colonel  Keys.  I  went  on  shore  myself,  and  again 
offered  to  assist  in  crossing  the  troops.  The 
Colonel,  however,  wished  to  cross  them  himself. 
It  was  five  o'clock  in  the  morning  before  all  the 
troops  were  across  the  river.  At  three  o'clock, 
on  tne  afternoon  of  the  fourth  instant,  seventy 
(70)  men  returned,  under  charge  of  the  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel of  the  regiment,  and  recrossed. 

At  two  o'clock  this  p.  M.  Acting  Ensign  Arnold 
Harris  arrived  here  in  the  army  gunboat  Brew- 
ster, and  reported  to  me  that  the  remainder  of  the 
troops  under  Colonel  Keys  had  been  taken  to 
Norfolk,  and  would  not  return  to  recrosa  at 
Nansemond.  I  immediately  got  under  way,  and 
proceeded  to  Newport  News. 
I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Amos  P.  Foster, 

Acting  Volunteer-  Lieutenant,  commanding. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 
Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Newport  News,  Va. 

REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  FYFFE. 

Cnited  States  Steamer  Morris,) 
Newport  News,  April  15, 185*.  ) 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedi- 
ence to  your  orders  of  the  thirteenth  instant,  I 
proceeded  with  this  vessel,  the  Commodore  Jones, 
and  Shokokon,  accompanied  by  the  army  trans- 
ports Brewster  and  John  D.  W.  Pentz,  up  James 
Kiver,  to  a  point  in  Burr  ell's  Bay,  about  three 
miles  north  of  Point  of  Shoals  light-house,  where, 
arriving  at  3.30  A.  M.,  of  the  fourteenth,  the  troops 
were  disembarked  from  the  transports  by  the 
boats  of  this  vessel,  the  Commodore  Jones,  and 
two  launches,  the  Shokokon  being  sent  on  picket 
about  four  miles  farther  up  the  river.  All  the 
troops,  nearly  four  hundred,  of  the  Twenty -third 
Massachusetts  regiment,  were  landed  by  five  A.  M., 
when  the  transports  steamed  down  the  river.  About 
seven  a.  m.  some  musket  firing  was  heard,  which  I 
supposed  to*  be  a  small  party  of  skirmishers.  At 
eight  A.  M.  an  officer  (quartermaster)  came  down 
to  the  beach  at  a  point  about  one  and  a  half  mile 
below  where  the  troops  had  landed  and  made  sig- 
nal to  this  vessel.  He  wus  accompanied  by  three 
soldiers.  I  went  in  a  boat  to  communicate  with 
him,  but  before  I  got  to  the  beach  he  had  sent 
two  of  his  men  off,  who  did  not  return,  and  are 
now  supposed  to  be  prisoners.  On  landing,  he 
told  me  that  he  had  two  wounded  men ;  that  they 
were  in  the  rear  guard  of  the  regiment,  which  was 
but  a  short  distance  off.  I  took  five  men  with  me 
to  help  bring  the  wounded  down,  the  officer  act- 
ing as  guide.  We  proceeded  about  three  quar- 
ters of  a  mile  to  where  he  said  the  rear  guard 
ought  to  be,  but  saw  nothing  of  them,  nor  could 


house  just  above  Rock  Wharf,  who  were  sipui 
ing  to  this  vessel.  I  now  discovered  them  to  be  it 
same  ones  we  had  landed  in  the  morning  I 
manned  two  boats,  and  went  on  shore  to  wr'v:. 
assistance  was  required.  On  landing,  the  Cohsl 
told  me  he  had  four  wounded  men  and  four  *.r- 
oners,  and  said  he  had  no  way  of  cari^:  i 
the  wounded,  and  no  way  of  keeping  hi*  pnV.s- 
ers,  and  wished  me  to  receive  them  on  Wrd  & 
vessel  until  they  could  be  properly  cared  for.wric: 
I  did.  They  were  all  put  on  board  the  Ml 
ington  last  evening,  and  sent  down.  He  hs.la>i 
a  twelve-pound  Dahlgren  howitzer,  which  *» 
had  found  in  the  house,  and  which  he  saiib 
should  leave,  as  he  had  no  way  of  taking  ii  r;j 
him.  I  then  took  it  and  brought  it  on  boari 
where  I  still  have  it.  It  is  complete,  with  '.hi 
exception  of  sights.  At  ten  P.  M.  last  night  tu 
John  D.  W.  Pentz  came  up  after  the  troops,  tat 
requested  of  .me  some  boats  to  help  reemrm 
them,  which  I  sent.  They  were  all  got  off  at  o.S» 
this  morning,  and  immediately  started  down  if 
river.  I  remained  there  until  I  received  your . 
ders  to  return  to  this  station,  which  I  reached  i; 
seven  o'clock  p.  m. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Joseph  P.  Fyffl 

Lieutenant,  oomman.Lo.'. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 
Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Sqaadroa. 

P.  S. — I  omitted  to  mention  that  at  2.$>  i& 
morning  this  vessel  was  hailed  from  Rock  Wharf. 
I  sent  a  boat,  which  brought  off  a  soldier  of  the 
Twenty-third  Massachusetts,  who  said  he  had  Ivrc 
left  behind.  I  shall  send  him  to  his  regiment 
Joseph  P.  Fro*:, 

Lieutenant,  commandite 

BE  PORT  OF  ACTING  MASTER  CAMPBELL 

United  States  Steam kr  Stepping  Ston?.^ 
Off  Nkwport  News,  Va.,  April  w,  1*4.  ; 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  ubodi- 
ence  to  your  order  of  the  thirteenth  instant,  I  pr- 
eceded with  this  vessel  and  two  launches  from  :b? 
Minnesota  in  tow,  under  command  of  Acting  Ms«- 
ter  Charles  B.  Wilder,  to  the  mouth  of 
Creek,  at  sunrise  on  the  fourteenth,  to  coo^.-rutf 
with  a  detachment  from  the  army ;  but  ;i>  'ft? 
transports  did  not  arrive  until  nine  a.  m.,  ami  then 
all  got  aground,  it  was  late  before  we  could  pro- 
ceed. As  soon  as  the  transports  grounded  I  wnt 
a  boat  to  know  if  I  could  render  them  any  assist- 
ance, to  which  the  Captain  replied  they  had  no 
pilot.  When  the  boafcreturned,  and  reported  this 
to  me,  I  steamed  down  to  them,  told  the  captains 
to  follow  me  as  soon  as  they  could  get  afloat,  ar.1 
I  would  show  them  the  way,  which  they  did.  and 
I  steamed  up  the^reek  to  Smithfield,  arriving  At 
we  find  the  wounded.  We  saw  a  cavalry  picket  j  12.15  p.  M.,  followed  by  the  steamers  C.  W. 
or  escort,  composed  of  about  eight  men,  riding  in  1  Thomas,  John  Tracey,  and  Emma,  and  landed 
the  direction  of  Day's  Point.  We  fired  upon !  the  troops  without  opposition.  The  Stepping 
them,  at  which  they  returned  and  galloped  back,  i  Stones  taking  position  about  one  hundred  (l(>i) 
and  we  returned  to  our  boats.  I  brought  the  offi-  i  yards  below,  and  the  launches  about  fifty  ( jO) 
cer  and  one  man  on  board  this  vessel,  and  soon  t  yards  above,  the  transports  to  cover  the  landing. 
after  I  put  them  on  board  the  Brewster.  A.U  A£tet  tYv*  ttoov*  lauded,  I  immediately  re- 
12.15  discovered  some  soldiers  on  shore,  at  a\^oTte^Ao\5afc  ra&ax  «tcd^  <ti^x 
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ited  to  remain  until  further  orders,  which  I 
At  two  P.  M.  Acting  Master  Wilder  told 
would  like  to  go  to  the  upper  end  of  the 
with  the  launches,  if  I  had  no  objection  ;  I 
1  that  I  had  none,  and  (as  I  suppose)  think- 
?rc  was  no  danger,  we  not  having  seen  any 
on  the  way  up,  went  about  two  hundred 
yards  farther  up  the  creek,  where  about  fif- 
15)  of  the  rebel  signal  corps,  which  were 
iled  in  the  woods  on  the  bank,  opened  on 
unches  with  musketry.  Sad  to  relate,  Act- 
aster  Wilder,  of  the  Minnesota,  was  instant- 
ed,  a  musket  ball  passing  through  the  head, 
larmon  H.  Miller,  (seaman,)  also  from  the 
esota,  was  severely  wounded.  The  boats 
led  the  fire  promptly,  as  did  also  this  vessel, 
re  very  soon  heard  no  more  from  them.  The 
,  after  giving  the  woods  a  pretty  good  shell- 
•eturned  to  this  vessel.  I  am  satisfied,  from 
est  information  I  could  obtain,  that  the  rebel 
do  boat,  which  has  been  hovering  around 
waters  for  a  few  days,  left  Smithfield  on 
ay  evening  last,  bound  to  Richmond.  It  is 
•ted  by  the  inhabitants,  with  several  of  whom, 
white  and  black,  I  conversed,  and  their  state- 
s  all  agree,  that  the  torpedo  boat  came  to 
hfiel&on  Saturday  morning,  the  ninth  instant, 
left  on  Sunday  evening  for  Richmond  for  re- 
i.  As  near  as  I  could  ascertain,  she  is  a 
len  boat,  about  thirty-five  (35)  feet  long,  and 
narrow,  has  a  propeller  engine,  low  pressure, 
vered  with  boiler  iron,  making  her  6hot-proof 
ist  musketry,  and  is  commanded  by  Lieuten- 
^avidson,  of  the  rebel  navy.  This  morning, 
flight,  General  Graham  informed  me  that 
-rvices  were  no  longer  required  at  Smithfield, 
equested  me  to  cover  the  rear  of  his  trans- 
while  going  down  the  creek,  winch  I  did, 
Jrived  at  this  place  at  11.30  A.  M.  The  offi- 
md  men  of  this  vessel,  as  well  as  the  officers 
len  of  the  Minnesota's  launches,  conducted 
elves  through  this  expedition  in  the  most 
3ing  manner,  always  ready  and  anxious  to 
eir  duty.  Pilot  Henry  Stevens,  of  the  Min- 
a,  deserves  much  credit  in  piloting  this  ves- 
*  well  as  the  transports ;  were  it  not  for  him, 
lould  not  have  been  able  to  find  the  way  to 
ifield  without  much  difficulty, 
t  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  A.  Campbell, 

Acting  Master,  commanding, 
ig  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 
Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Doc.  27. 

DESTRUCTION  OF  COTTON. 

OFFICIAL  ORDER  AND  DESPATCH. 

Richmond,  Friday,  May  2,  1862. 
(aj  or- General  M.  Lovell: 
e  following  despatch  was  sent  to  you  on  the 
iy-fifth  of  April. 

A.  T.  Bledsoe, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


It  has  been  determined  to  burn  all  the  cotton 
and  tobacco,  whether  foreign  or  our  own,  to  pre- 
vent it  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

You  will  therefore  destroy  it  all,  if  necessary,  to 
prevent  them  from  getting  it   G.  W.  Randolph, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Doc.  28. 

HOW  SMUGGLING  WAS  CARRIED  ON. 
REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  DUNHAM. 
Headquarters  Defences  of  Washington. 
Sir:  Agreeably  to  instructions  received  from 
Captain  Richard  B.  Irwin,  Acting  Assistant  Ad- 


C.  S.  of  America,  Headquarters  Department  J 
No.  l,  Camp  Moore,  Louisiana,  May  3,  1862.  ) 

General  Order  No.  17.  —  The  enemy,  by  an 
overwhelming  naval  force,  having  succeeded  in 
passing  the  defences  and  gaining  possession  of  the 
city  of  New  Orleans,  are  jubilant  in  the  beast, 
that  the  struggle  which  a  gallant  people  are  mak- 
ing from  a  bondage  to  which  death  would  be  pref- 
erable, is  rapidly  closing  in  disgrace  and  humil- 
iation to  the  South.  They  claim  that  the  great 
Valley  of  the  West  being  opened,  the  remotest 
commercial  interest  of  the  civilized  world  will 
have  cause  to  side  with  them  in  the  iron-handed 
controversy  which  they  are  waging  upon  us,  for 
the  reason  that  cotton  will  now  flow  from  every 
tributary  of  the  Mississippi  to  seek  a  market  un- 
der their  protection  in  the  ports  of  Europe ;  for 
without  that  staple  they  know  full  well  that  a 
brief  period  will  put  an  end  to  their  attempt  to 
conquer  the  South.  It  is  with  the  people  to  de- 
tide  this  question  for  themselves. 

If  you  are  resolved  to  be  free,  if  you  are  worthy 
of  the  heroic  blood  that  has  come  down  to  you 
through  hallowed  generations,  if  you  have  fixed 
your  undimmed  eye  upon  the  brightness  that 
spreads  out  before  you  and  your  children,  and 
are  determined  to  shake  away  forever  and  ever  all 
political  association  with  the  vandal  horde  that 
now  gather  like  a  pestilence  about  your  fair  coun- 
try ;  now,  my  fellow-citizens,  is  the  time  to  strike ! 
One  sparkling,  living  touch  of  fire  in  manly  ac- 
tion  for  one  hour  upon  each  cotton  plantation, 
and  the  eternal  seal  of  Southern  independence  is 
fired  and  fixed  in  the  great  heart  of  the  world. 

It  needs  no  argument  to  show  that,  with  the 
destruction  of  negro  property,  the  cotton  and 
sugar  lands  of  the  South  would  be  worthless,  and 
that  the  mighty  effort  of  this  abolition  war  is  for 
that  purpose,  is  amply  proved  by  a  thousand  evi- 
dences unnecessary  to  refer  to  in  this  order,  and 
which  are  rapidly  culminating  in  the  various* 
schemes  of  the  Federal  Congress  in  reference  to 
the  destruction  of  the  slave-holding  interest  in  all 
the  border  states. 

Your  Major-General  calls,  in  this  hour  of  dan- 
ger, for  one  heroic  effort,  and  he  feels  consciously 
proud  that  he  will  not  call  in  vain.  Let  not  a  sol- 
itary bale  of  cotton  be  left  as  spoil  for  the  inva- 
der, and  all  will  be  well,  ify  order  of  Major- 
General  Lovell.  J.  G.  Pickett, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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jutant-General  to  Major-General  Banks,  to  visit 
uie  lower  part  of  Maryland  as  far  as  Leonardtown, 
St.  Mary's  county,  and  arrest  all  parties  suspected 
of  smuggling  articles  into  Virginia,  or  of  selling 
goods  to  individuals  who  purposed  conveying 
them  across  the  Potomac,  also  to  examine  the 
post-offices  at  the  many  villages  in  that  section  of 
country,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  started 
on  November  first,  1862,  on  the  above  expedition, 
accompanied  by  a  squadron  of  the  First  Ohio  cav- 
alry, numbering  seventy  men,  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain N.  D.  Menken ;  reached  the  village  of  Pis- 
cataway  at  three  P.  M. ;  found  nothing  here  to 
excite  my  suspicions,  but  I  learned  from  the  in- 
habitants that  a  large  contraband  trade  was  car- 
ried on  in  the  neighborhood  of  Pamunkey  Land- 
ing, some  ten  milc3  below  Piscataway,  and  that 
drafted  men  and  men  belonging  to  the  rebel  army 
(the  former  to  avoid  serving,  and  the  latter  to 
visit  their  families  in  Maryland)  were  constantly 
crossing  the  Potomac  at  night,  frequently  in 
squads  of  ten  to  twenty. 

Immediately  upon  receipt  of  this  information 
I  started  for  Pamunkey  Landing,  which  is  sit- 
uated on  the  Potomac  River,  near  the  mouth  of 
Pamunkey  River.  Upon  arriving  within  a  mile 
and  a  half  of  the  river,  I  ordered  fifty  men  to  dis- 
mount, and  marched  them  down  to  a  place  called 
Fishtown,  situated  upon  the  Potomac.  Left 
Lieutenant  Hartwell,  Eleventh  infantry,  of  Gen- 
eral Banks's  staff,  at  this  point,  with  a  portion  of 
the  force,  and  took  the  remainder  down  the  river 
about  two  miles,  stationing  men  at  various  inter- 
mediate points.  Remained  here  several  hours, 
but  accomplished  nothing.  At  two  P.  M.  collected 
the  men  and  started  fbr  camp. 

About  two  miles  from  the  river  met  a  wagon 
containing  six  men.  Two  remained  in  the  wagon 
and  four  attempted  to  escape  into  tho  woods,  two 
of  whom  were  recaptured.  They  acknowledged 
that  they  were  bound  for  Richmond,  and  were  re- 
turning from  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  cross  the 
river.  They  were  all  armed  but  one,  and  two  of 
the  party  belonged  to  the  rebel  army.  Their 
names  were  as  follows:  Theodore  Dent,  J.  R. 
Bateman,  J.  I.  Turner,  B.  Montgomery.  Next 
day  sent  them  under  guard  to  Washington,  ac- 
companied by  a  Dr.  Hardie,  whom  I  arrested 
upon  suspicion  of  harboring  these  men  previous  to 
crossing.  They  are  all  now  comfortably  situated 
at  the  Capitol  Prison.  Arrived  at  Port  Tobacco 
the  evening  of  the  second,  where  we  encamped 
for  the  night.  Discovered  nothing  at  this  place 
of  a  suspicious  character. 

The  morning  of  the  third  visited  Captain  Ken- 
yon,  commanding  squadron  of  Scott's  Legion,  at 
Chapel  Point,  about  four  miles  below  Port  Tobac- 
co. His  whole  force  is  stationed  at  this  point, 
and  he  sends  out  parties  into  the  surrounding 
country  only  upon  receiving  information  that 
something  of  a  treasonable  nature  is  going  on. 
He  had  lately  made  several  captures  of  contra- 
band goods,  also  some  prisoners.  Reached  the 
village  of  Chaptico  the  same  day  about  eleven 
P.  M.f  and  arrested  a  Mr.  C.  C.  Spaulding,  met- 


violating  the  blockade.  Found  in  fab  bom 
drawer  letters  implicating  him.  Alio  find  i 
his  storehouse  several  boxes  mysteriously  finest 
in  large  letters  to  "  O.  K.,"  of  which  be  oi 
give  no  account  whatever. 

At  two  a.  M.t  of  the  fourth  instant,  started  It 
Leonardtown,  fourteen  miles  distant  Ob  At 
way  searched  the  house  of  a  Mr.  Maddox,  d 
on  the  banks  of  the  Wicomico  River.  Dismal 
nothing.    Reached  Leonardtown  about  dqtyt 
and  arrested  a  Mr.  £.  Lee  Spaulding,  brotherttC, 
C.  Spaulding.  Found  in  his  safe  nineteen  hmU 
dollars  in  Southern  money,  taken  in  ptymemh 
bill  of  goods  sold  to  a  party  of  whom  he  ksw 
nothing,  not  even  so  far  as  his  name.  He  si 
made  no  entry  of  this,  nor  of  many  similar  sia, 
upon  the  book,  and  gave  the  man  no  receipt  Hi 
had  packed  the  goods  in  small  bundles,  at  tk» 
quest  of  the  purchaser.    The  only  account  of  At 
sale  he  could  produce  was  a  bill  without  i 
date. 

Left  Leonardtown  afternoon  of  same  day.itt 
Mr.  £.  L.  Spaulding,  and  reached  Chaptico  R 
seven  P.  M.,  where  we  encamped  for  the  nigk 
Left  Chaptico  on  the  fifth  with  Mr.  C.  C.  Spot 
ding  and  £.  Lee  Spaulding,  in  arrest ;  aniied  ft 
Pamunkey  Landing  at  seven  p.  M.,  where  we  wen 
rejoined  by  Lieutenant  Hartwell,  whom  I  bad 
sent  back  from  Newport  on  the  afternoon  of  tk 
third,  in  command  of  twenty  men,  with  orden  to 
make  a  more  thorough  search  of  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Pamunkey ;  also  to  arrest  certain  indi- 
viduals suspected  of  entertaining  parties  who  be- 
longed to  the  opposite  shore.    I  released  then, 
however,  because  of  insufficient  proof  again* 
them.   Left  Pamunkey  the  sixth  instant,  K 
eight  A.  M.,  and  arrived  in   Washington  it 
three  P.  M. 

The  cases  of  Mr.  C.  C.  Spaulding  and  Mr.  E. 
Lee  Spaulding  were  investigated  by  Geoenl 
Wadsworth.  The  former  was  pronounced  gate 
of  having  violated  the  blockade,  fined  three  ban- 
dred  dollars,  and  released ;  the  latter  was  pro- 
nounced innocent  Mr.  C.  C.  Spaulding  paid  the 
fine  with  great  willingness,  and,  I  have  no  doubt, 
considers  it  but  a  small  percentage  upon  the  thou- 
sands he  has  amassed  in  this  illegal  traffic  This 
contraband  trade  can  be  followed  with  impnnifj 
anywhere  between  about  four  miles  below  Fort 
Washington  to  the  mouth  of  the  Potomac  The 
blockade  cannot  be  effectual,  for  thousands  of 
dollars  worth  of  goods  are  monthly  smuggled 
into  Virginia.   I  would  respectfully  suggest— 

1.  That  the  force  stationed  at  Chapel  Point,  on 
the  Potomac,  numbering  sixty  men,  oe  increased 
to  several  hundred,  as  the  number  now  there  is 
wholly  inadequate  to  the  amount  of  labor  to  be 
performed. 

2.  That  this  force  be  so  disposed  as  to  patrol 
the  country  and  river  shore  daily,  from  Fort 
Washington  to  the  river  mouth. 

3.  That  the  commanding  officer  be  required  to 
forward  weekly  reports  of  captures,  &c,  to  the 
Military  Governor  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

\.  'ttax  tovuA  uyuv  the  river,  not  in 


chant,  who  for  some  time  has  been  engaged  Vn\  go\sTnxafcT&  ^tN\s»^\jfc         \pj  \5a&  ^oois&s&r 
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officer,  and  used  only  for  such  purposes  as  he 
deem  proper. 

That  the  post  offices  be  inspected  frequent- 
for,  although  I  found  nothing  treasonable 
it  them  in  my  investigation,  still  I  have  no 
t>t  that  much  illegal  matter  passes  through 
a. 

rom  the  information  I  could  glean  from  vari- 
sources  I  am  convinced  that  almost  every 
•chant  in  those  lower  counties  has,  to  some  ex- 
t,  either  been  directly  smuggling  goods  into 
ginia,  or  has  sold  to  irresponsible  parties. 
fk  conclusion,  I  desire  to  express  my  indebted- 
ts  to  Lieutenant  C.  Hartwell,  of  General  Banks|s 
ff,  for  many  valuable  suggestions  during  this 
^edition,  as  also  to  Captain  Menken,  command- 
;  squadron  First  Ohio  cavalry,  for  his  prompt- 
s  in  the  execution  of  orders.  Two  dajs  of  the 
we  travelled  fifty  miles  a  day,  because  of  my 
iety  to  surprise  certain  parties.  Notwith- 
lding  this,  not  a  complaint  was  heard  from  a 
;le  man.  The  material  of  this  squadron  is  ex- 
Hit.  \ 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

Robert  T.  Dunham, 

Captain  and  A.  D.  C. 

C.  McKeevee, 

Lieutenant  Colonel  and  A.  A.  G. 


DOC.  29. 

PEBATIONS  AGAINST  THE  INDIANS. 

KKPORT  OF  COLONEL  SIBLEY. 

Headquarters  in  Camp,  j 
Near  Fort  Uidgley,  September  6,  1862. $ 

rutant- General  Malmros : 
to:  I  received  despatches  from  officers  at 
ir  Ulm,  Winnebago  Agency,  and  from  Colonel 
indreau  at  South  Bend,  last  evening,  represent- 
everything  to  be  quiet  in  that  quarter.  On 
sixth,  I  despatched  Captain  McLarty's  com- 
ry,  of  the  Seventh  regiment,  to  New  Ulm,  at 
earnest  request  of  the  people  there  and  in  the 
inity,  who  represented  that  the  settlers  had 
•n  seized  with  a  fresh  panic,  and  would  leave 
ess  more  troops  were  sent. 
With  a  view  to  obtain  some  knowledge  of  the 
idition  of  the  prisoners,  by  inducing  Little 
>w  to  send  me  some  half-breed  with  whom  I 
ild  communicate  on  the  subject,  I  left  a  com- 
nication  for  him  attached  to  a  stake,  near  the 
»t  where  I  interred  our  men  killed  in  the  at- 
k  upon  Major  Brown's  camp,  couched  in  these 
ms : 

'  If  Little  Crow  has  any  propositions  to  make 
me,  let  him  send  a  half-breed  to  me,  and  he 
11  be  protected  in  and  out  of  my  camp. 

"  H.  H.  Sibley, 
"  Colonel,  commanding  Military  Expedition." 

jast  evening,  a  mule  and  bugpy  came  into 
w  from  the  camn.   I  immediately  despatched 
officer  of  the  day  to  escort  the  occupant  or 
upants  in  safety  to  my  tent,  a  white  flag  hav- 


ing been  conspicuously  displayed  from  the  vehi- 
cle. He  returned,  accompanied  by  Thomas  Rob- 
ertson, son  of  the  late  Superintendent  of  Farming, 
and  teacher  among  the  Sioux,  (one-eighth  blood), 
and  Thomas  Robinson,  a  half-breed,  son  of  a 
quondam  trader  of  that  name.  They  brought  me 
a  response  to  my  note  to  Little  Crow,  of  which 
the  following  is  a  verbatim  copy : 

•«  Yellow  Medicine,  September  7,  1862. 
"  Dear  Sir  :  for  what  reason  we  have  com- 
menced this  war,  I  will  tell  you,  it  is  on  account 
of  Major  Oalbraith,  we  made  a  treaty  with  the 
Government,  a  beg  for  what  little  we  do  get,  and 
then  can't  get  it  till  our  children  was  diemg  with 
hunger  it  was  with  the  traders  that  commence 
Mr.  A.  J.  Myrick  told  the  Indians  they  could  eat 
grass  or  their  own  dung.  Then  Mr.  Forbes  told 
the  lower  Sioux  that  were  not  men  then  Robert 
he  was  making  with  his  friends  how  to  defraud 
us  of  our  money,  if  the  young  braves  have  push 
the  white  man  I  have  done  this  myself.  So  I 
want  you  to  let  the  Goveinar  Ramesy  know  this. 
I  have  great  many  prisneer  women  and  childun  it 
aint  all  our  fault  the  Winnebagoes  was  in  the 
engagement,  two  of  them  was  killed.  I  want  you 
to  give  me  answer  by  barer  all  at  present. 

"  Yours  truly  his 

"  little  +  Crow, 

"  mark  " 

Addressed  to  "  Governor  H.  H.  Sibley,  Esq., 
Fort  Ridgley." 

I  have  questioned  the  two  men  very  closely  with 
reference  to  the  prisoners,  their  number  and  condi- 
tion, the  location  of  the  Indian  camp,  the  intention 
of  the  leaders,  and  state  concisely  the  substance  of 
their  replies.  They  say  the  white  women  and  chil- 
dren number  one  hundred  or  more ;  that  no  violence 
has  been  offered  the  former ;  that  they  are  as  well 
taken  care  of  by  the  farmer  Indians  as  circum- 
stances will  permit;  that  they  are  allowed  full 
liberty  during  the  day,  but  are  quartered  at 
night ;  that  only  one  half-breed,  L.  Labathe,  was 
killed,  and  he  would  not  have  been  had  he  not 
resisted.  The  other  half-breeds  are  kept  as  pris- 
oners, although  unguarded.  It  is  announced  to 
them  that,  if  they  attempt  to  escape,  they  and 
their  families  will  be  killed.  They  have,  in  many 
instances,  been  forced  to  participate  in  the  fights 
that  have  occurred,  under  penalty  of  being  killed. 

They  say  many  of  the  Sioux,  indeed  all  of  the 
lower  bands,  were  in  favor  of  giving  up  the  white 
prisoners,  but  the  upper  Indians  object,  which 
Drought  on  a  general  wrangle  between  them. 

To-day  I  send  back  the  bearer  of  the  truce  flag, 
with  a  note  in  these  words : 

"Little  Crow:  You  have  murdered  many 
of  our  people  without  any  sufficient  cause.  Re- 
turn me  the  prisoners  under  a  flag  of  truce,  and  I 
will  talk  to  you  like  a  man. 

"  H.  H.  Sibley, 

"  Colonel,  commanding  Military  Expedition." 

I  am  very  anxious  to  secure  the  safety  of  the 
many  prisoners  before  aXX^^sltva  «ubn^ 
they  will  doubtless  be  p\&&e&  V&\x&  \»&*\. 
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situations.  The  number  of  fighting  men  in  the 
lower  bands  is  five  hundred  and  seventeen,  ac- 
cording to  actual  enumeration;  of  Wahpetons, 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty,  and  that  they  have 
been  reenforced  by  six  hundred  men  from  the 
Yankton  and  Sissiton  bands,  and  that  the  Ehank- 
tons,  or  Cut  Heads,  will  be  down  as  soon  as  they 
arrive  from  their  hunt 

We  have,  therefore,  to  meet,  according  to  Mr. 
Riggs,  and  other  competent  authority,  twenty- 
seven  hundred  or  twenty-eight  hundred  men,  and 
I  have,  from  the  beginning,  believed  and  acted 
from  the  conviction,  that  the  lower  bands  would 
not  attempt  to  escape,  but  would  make  a  deter- 
mined stand.  Their  main  camp  is  at  Yellow 
Medicine,  and  it  is  said  by  the  llobinsons,  that 
the  upper  Sioux  have  refused  to  allow  them  to  go 
to  their  country,  but  tell  them  they  must  fight 
where  they  are! 

From  what  I  can  gather,  I  am  satisfied  that 
they  will  make  a  desperate  fight,  and  that  we 
must  expect  night  attacks,  ambuscades,  and  ev- 
ery species  of  annoyance  in  our  advance.  In 
view  of  the  great  importance  of  the  results  of  the 
movements  of  this  column,  and  the  fact  that  I 
am  without  any  disposable  force  of  mounted  men, 
(there  are  not  more  than  sixty  or  seventy  left,)  I 
must  urge  the  absolute  necessity  of  having  cav- 
alry, fully  armed  and  equipped,  to  the  number  of 
at  least  one  regiment,  ana  the  infantry  force  in- 
creased to  two  thousand  men.  This  expedition, 
if  properly  supplied  with  men  and  materials,  can 
crush  this  emeute  at  a  blow,  and  wipe  out  the 
murderers,  but  should  it  meet  with  a  repulse,  or 
take  the  field  against  a  vigilant  and  desperate 
enemy,  without  sufficient  support,  no  one  can 
foresee  the  horrible  results. 

The  scouts,  as  well  as  the  bearers  of  the  flag 
of  truce,  assert  that  all  outlying  parties  have  been 
called  in,  in  view  of  the  menacing  position  of  this 
corps,  and  the  latter  further  state  that  the  party 
that  attacked  Major  Brown's  camp  consisted  of 
three  hundred  and  nineteen  men,  who  left  the 
Yellow  Medicine  with  the  intention  of  separating 
into  two  columns  at  this  point,  and  simultane- 
ously attacking  St.  Peter  and  Mankato,  and  they 
had  no  idea  of  the  force  which  met  and  repulsed 
them  in  the  neighborhood. 

I  hope  the  Ihird  regiment  will  be  ordered  to 
join  this  column  at  once,  and  that  men,  and  car- 
tridges, and  rations,  and  clothing  will  be  passed 
forward  with  all  expedition.  Let  us  exterminate 
these  vermin  while  we  have  them  together, 
will  report  to  you  in  my  next  the  amount  and 
description  of  ammunition  on  hand,  and  what  is 
still  wanted.  In  accordance  with  your  sugges- 
tion, I  have  sent  to  New  Ulm  eighty-three  mus- 
kets, of  different  kinds,  and  twenty-eight  hundred 
cartridges,  which  have  been  turned  over  to  the 
sheriff  of  the  county  for  arming  the  settlers. 

I  learn  from  Colonel  Flandreau  that  he  would 
leave  for  St.  Paul  to  hurry  up  reinforcements 
and  supplies  for  the  south  side  of  the  river, 
While  I  concur  in  his  report  of  the  necessity  of 
adding  to  his  strength,  I  nope  you  will  not  forget 


main  attack,  and  that  the  Third  regiment,  baej 
disciplined,  is  indispensable  as  a  nucleus  sad  a 
example  to  the  entirely  raw  officers  and  m 
comprising  the  large  majority  of  the  Sixth  isi 
Seventh  regiments. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  semnt, 
H.  H.  Sqlki^ 
Colonel,  e  M~ 


Doc.  30. 

GENERAL  BEAUREGARD^  OFFICIAL 
REPORT 

OF  THE  EVACUATION  OP  CORINTH,  IB) 
RETREAT  TO  TUPELO,  MISSISSIPPI. 

Headquarters  Western  Depabtmestj 
•  Tupelo,  Miss.,  June  13,  ISC  \ 

General  :  In  relation  to  the  recent  mijfitaj 

operations  in  this  Quarter,  I  have  to  submit  tat 

following  for  the  information  of  the  War  Depart 

ment : 

The  purposes  and  ends  for  which  I  had  held 
and  occupied  Corinth  having  been  mainly  accom- 
plished by  the  last  of  May,  and  by  the  twenty- 
fifth  of  that  month  having  ascertained  definitely 
that  the  enemy  had  received  large  accession*  to 
his  already  superior  force,  whilst  ours  had  bees 
reduced  day  by  day  by  disease,  resulting  from  bad 
water  and  inferior  food,  I  felt  it  clearly  my  dirty 
to  evacuate  that  position  without  delay.  I  ** 
further  induced  to  this  step  by  the  fact  that  the 
enemy  had  declined  my  offer  of  battle,  twice  made 
him,  outside  of  my  intrenched  lines,  a^d  sedulaw- 
ly  avoided  the  separation  of  his  corps,  which  he 
advanced  with  uncommon  caution,  under  com 
of  heavy  guns,  strong  intrenchmente,  constructed 
with  unusual  labor,  and  with  singular  delay,  con- 
sidering his  strength,  and  our  relative  inferiority 
in  numbers. 

The  transparent  object  of  the  Federal  com- 
mander had  been  to  cut  off  my  resources  by  de- 
stroying the  Mobile  and  Ohio,  and  the  Memprnt 
and  Charleston  railroads.  This  was  substantially 
foiled  by  the  evacuation  and  withdrawal  along  the 
line  of  the  former  road ;  and,  if  followed  by  the 
enemy,  remote  from  his  base,  I  confidently  antici- 
pated opportunity  for  resumption  of  the  offensiTe, 
with  chances  for  signal  success. 

Under  these  plain  conditions,  on  the  twenty- 
sixth  ult.,  I  issued  verbally  several  orders,  copw 
of  which  are  herewith,  marked  A,  B,  and  C,  par- 
tially modified  subsequently,  as  will  be  seen  br 
the  papers,  &c,  herewith,  marked  D,  E,  F,  ana 
G.  These  orders  were  executed,  I  am  happy  to 
say,  with  singular  precision,  as  will  be  found  fair/ 
admitted  in  the  correspondence,  from  the  scene, 
of  the  Chicago  "  Tribune,"  herewith  transmitted. 

At  the  time  finally  prescribed,  the  movement 
commenced,  and  was  accomplished  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  enemy,  who  onlv  began  to  sus- 
pect the  evacuation  after  broad  daylight  on  the 
morning  of  the  thirtieth  May,  when,  having  open- 
ed on  our  lines  from  his  formidable  batteries  of 
heavy  and  long  range  guns,  erected  the  night 


that,  id  all  probability,  this  corps  must  meet  the\^Te*\o>ift\^,^TWVN  diree- 
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Mob.  But  as  our  cavalry  pickets  still  maintained 
Uteadr  positions  of  the  previous  day,  he  was  not, 
^fHWK  utly,  fully  satisfied  of  our  movements,  until 
*one  stores,  of  little  value,  in  the  town  were  burned, 
"^rlaich  could  not  be  removed. 

Xt  was  then,  to  his  surprise,  the  enemy  became 
^^fcisfied  that  a  large  army,  approached  and  in- 
^*^^ted  with  such  extraordinary  preparations,  ex- 
**ase,  labor,  and  timidity,  had  disappeared  from 
"fc  front,  with  all  its  munitions  and  heavy  guns, 
tving  him  without  knowledge,  as  I  am  assured, 


^--*4ither  it  had  gone  ;  for  his  scouts  were  scattered 
5*^  all  directions,  as  I  have  since  ascertained,  to 
i^^uire  what  directions  our  forces  had  taken.  Even 
"^*^w,  indeed,  I  have  reason  to  believe,  the  Federal 
^^mmauder  has  little  knowledge  of  the  position 
^**d  disposition  of  my  main  forces. 
_  ^  But  tor  the  unfortunate  and  needless  delay,  on 
i  Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad,  of  some  five 
^^ains  of  box  cars,  (three  miscellaneously  freighted, 
^*id  two  empty,)  in  passing  beyond  the  bridges 
^ver  the  Hatchia  River  and  its  branches,  which  in 
^lie  plan  of  evacuation  had  been  directed  to  be 
*iestroyed,  at  a  certain  hour,  on  the  morning  of 
tie  thirtieth  ultimo,  not  an  incident  would  have 
ynarred,  in  the  least,  the  success  of  the  evacuation, 
Xn  the  face  of  a  force  so  largely  superior.    It  was, 
liowever,  through  a  too  rigid  execution  of  orders 
that  these  briuges  were  burned,  and  we  were 
obliged  to  destroy  the  trains,  as  far  as  practicable, 
and  burn  the  stores,  including  some  valuable  sub- 
sistence, to  what  extent  will  be  more  precisely 
reported  as  soon  as  practicable. 

The  troops,  moved  off  in  good  spirits  and  order, 
prepared  to  give  battle,  if  pursued,  but  no  serious 
pursuit  was  attempted.  Remaining  in  rear  of  the 
Tuscumbia  and  its  affluents,  some  six  miles  from 
Corinth,  long  enough  to  collect  stragglers  incident 
to  new  levies,  my  main  forces  resumed  the  march, 
and  were  concentrated  on  Baldwin,  with  rear 
guards  left  to  hold  the  bridges  across  the  Tuscum- 
bia and  tributaries,  which  were  not  drawn  back 
until  the  evening  of  the  second  instant. 

Whilst  at  Rienzi,  half  way  to  Baldwin,  I  was 
informed  that  on  the  morning  of  the  thirtieth  ult. 
a  detachment  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  had  pene- 
trated to  Boone ville,  eight  miles  south  of  Rienzi, 
and  had  captured  and  burned  a  railroad  train  of 
ammunition,  baggage,  and  subsistence,  delayed 
there  forty-eight  hours  by  some  mismanagement. 
I  regret  to  add  that  the  enemy  also  burned  the 
railroad  depot,  in  which  were,  at  the  moment,  a 
number  of  dead  bodies,  and  at  least  four  sick 
soldiers  of  this  army,  who  were  consumed  ;  an  act 
of  barbarism  scarcely  credible,  and  without  a  pre- 
cedent, to  my  knowledge,  in  civilized  warfare. 

Upon  the  opportune  appearance  in  a  short  time, 
however,  of  an  inferior  force  of  cavalry,  the  enemy 
left  in  great  haste  and  confusion,  after  having  re- 
ceived one  volley.  Only  one  of  our  men  was 
carried  away  by  him.  Quite  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  stragglers,  and  of  our  sick  and  convales- 
cent, en  route  to  Southern  hospitals,  who  for  a  few 
moments  had  fallen  into  the  enemy's  hands,  were 
rescued.  These  are  the  two  thousand  men,  un- 
truthful!/ reported  by  Generals  Pope  andHallcck  i 


to  their  War  Department,  as  "captured  and 
paroled  "  on  that  occasion. 

I  desire  to  record  that  one  Colonel  Elliott,  of 
the  Federal  army,  commanded  in  this  raid,  and  is 
responsible  for  the  cruel  death  of  our  sick. 

As  for  the  ten  thousand  stand  of  small  arms, 
also  reported  by  these  officers  as  destroyed,  the 
truth  is,  that  not  to  exceed  one  thousand  five 
hundred,  mostly  inferior  muskets,  were  lost  on 
that  occasion. 

I  had  intimations  of  this  expedition  the  day 
before  the  evacuation,  and  had  detached  imme- 
diately suitable  commands  of  infantry  and  cavalry 
to  foil  its  purposes,  and  to  protect  the  bridges  on 
the  line  or  my  march.    Unfortunately  the  infantry 

fmssed  through  and  south  of  Boone  ville  but  a 
ittlc  while  before  the  enemy  made  his  descent  5 
the  cavalry,  as  before  said,  reached  there  in  time 
only  to  rescue  our  men  who  had  been  captured. 

Equally  inaccurate,  reckless,  and  unworthy  are 
the  statements  of  these  Federal  commanders,  in 
their  several  official  reports  by  telegraph,  1) caring 
dates  of  the  thirtieth  and  thirty-first  of  May.  and 
of  first,  second,  and  fourth  of  June,  as  published 
in  Cincinnati  and  Chicago  journals,  touching  the 
amount  of  property  and  stores  destroyed  by  us  at 
Corinth,  and  General  Pope's  alleged  pressing 
pursuit 

Major-General  Halleck's  despatch  of  fourth 
June  may  particularly  be  characterized  as  dis- 
gracefully untrue ;  possibly,  however,  he  was  duped 
by  his  subordinate.  Nothing,  for  example,  can 
be  wider  from  the  truth  than  that  ten  thousand 
men  and  fifteen  thousand  small  arms  of  this 
army  were  captured  or  lost.  In  addition  to  those 
destroyed  at  Booncville,  some  five  hundred  infe- 
rior small  arms  were  accidentally  left  by  convales- 
cents in  a  camp  four  miles  south  of  Corinth. 

No  artillery  of  any  description  was  lost;  no 
clothing.  No  tents  worth  removal  were  left 
standing.  In  fine,  the  letters  of  newspaper  cor- 
respondents, enclosed,  give  a  correct  statement, 
both  as  to  the  conduct  of  the  retreat,  the  scanty 
spoils  of  war  left  behind,  the  actual  barrenness 
of  substantial  results  to  the  enemy,  and  exhibit 
his  doubt,  perplexity,  and  ignorance  concerning 
the  movements  of  this  army. 

Baldwin  was  found  to  offer  no  advantages  of  a 
defensive  character,  and  being  badly  provided  with 
water,  I  determined  to  fall  back  upon  this  point, 
some  twenty  miles  south,  fifty-two  miles,  from 
Corinth,  and  here  to  await  the  developments  of 
the  enemy's  plans  and  movements. 

Accordingly,  leaving  Baldwin  on  the  seventh, 
(see  papers  appended,  marked  H,)  the  main  body 
of  my  forces  was  assembled  here  on  the  ninth 
instant,  leaving  all  the  approaches  from  Corinth 
carefully  guarded  by  a  competent  force  of  cavalry 
under  an  efficient  officer,  who  occupied  a  line 
fifteen  miles  north  of  this  place. 

Supported  by  my  general  officers,  I  am  doing 
all  practicable  to  organize  for  defensive  opera- 
tions, whensoever  any  movement  of  the  enemy 
may  give  the  opportunity,  which  I  anticipate  as 
not  remote. 

I  feel  authorized  to  fcN^\v.tfiorc^S5Ra 
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plan  of  campaign  of  the  enemy  was  utterly  foiled, 

nis  delay  of  seven  weekR,  and  vast  expenditures, 
were  of  little  value,  and  he  has  reached  Corinth 
to  find  it  a  barren  locality,  which  he  must  abandon 
as  wholly  worthless  for  his  purposes. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

O.  T.  Beauregard, 

General,  commanding. 

To  General  Samuel  Cooper, 

Adjutant-General  and  Inspector-General,  C.  S.  A., 
ltiohmond,  va. 

P.  S.  —  My  effective  force  on  the  morning  of 
the  evacuation,  thirtieth  May,  1862,  did  not  ex- 
ceed forty-seven  thousand  men  of  all  arms ;  that 
of  the  enemy,  obtained  from  the  best  source  of 
information,  could  not  have  been  less  than  ninety 
thousand  men  of  all  arms. 

G.  T.  Beauregard, 

General,  commanding. 

(A.)  Strictly  Confidential. 

Headquarters  Cavalry,  W.  D., ) 
Cor.iNTii,  Miss.,  May  26, 1862.  | 

Special  Orders,  No.  30. 

I.  Captain  Mauldin,  commanding  company 
cavalry  at  Bear  Creek  bridge,  will  hold  his  com- 
mand in  readiness  to  move  at  a  moment's  notice 
towards  Baldwin  or  Guntown  on  the  M.  and  O. 
R.  R.  He  will,  when  orders  to  remove  are  re- 
ceived, thoroughly  destroy  all  bridges,  both  of 
railroads  and  ordinary  roads,  on  Bear  Creek  and 
its  tributaries,  and  all  bridges  on  his  line  of  march. 
Should  the  enemy  force  him  to  fall  back,  before 
orders  to  do  so  have  been  received,  he  will  burn 
all  bridges  as  above  instructed. 

II.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  cavalry  on 
and  near  the  Tennessee  River,  will,  if  compelled 
by  the  enemy  to  fall  back,  move  in  the  direction 
of  Tuscaloosa,  Alabama,  or  Columbus,  Mississippi. 

II.  The  commanding  officer  of  cavalry,  at  or 
near  Rienzi,  will  follow  the  movements  of  the 
army  when  they  pass  Rienzi,  with  his  entire  force. 

IV.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  cavalry 
forces  at  or  near  Jacinto  will  report  at  once,  in 
person  to  General  Van  Dorn,  for  orders,  and  will, 
until  further  orders,  receive  all  of  his  orders  from 
General  Van  Dorn. 

V.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  troops  at 
Chewalla  and  Cypress  will  hold  their  commands 
in  readiness  to  move  on  short  notice,  by  the  most 
direct  route,  to  Kossuth.  When  commencing 
this  movement,  they  will  thoroughly  destroy  the 
Cypress  bridge,  and  all  the  railroad  and  mud  road 
bridges  in  their  rear,  and  all  bridges  that  might 
be  of  service  to  the  enemy ;  they  will  take  their 
artillery  with  them,  and  on  reaching  Kossuth, 
will  follow  up  the  general  movement  of  the  army 
and  protect  its  rear. 

VI.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  cavalry  at 
Pocahontas  will  hold  his  command  in  readiness 
to  move  on  short  notice  to  Ripley.  On  com- 
mencing the  move,  he  will  destroy  all  the  railroad 
and  mud  road  bridges  in  his  rear,  and  all  other  j 
bridges  that  may  be  of  service  to  the  enemy  "will' 

be  destroyed.   He  will  take  all  of  his  artillery 


with  him,  and  move  from  Ripley  to  Poattoe,si 
will  protect  the  rear  of  the  forces  moving  ail 
direction. 

When  at  Ripley,  he  will  ccrmmuniate  i 
general  headquarters  at  Baldwin,  for  ordeo. 
By  order  or  Brigadier-General  W.  X.  R  Bun 

BEALL  HAMP8T&UV 
Captain,  and  Asaistant  AdtyatatGai 

(B.)    MEMORANDUM  OF  ORDEK 

Headquarters  Wester*  DErimmi 
Corinth,  Miss.,  Miy  27,  im  J 

The  following  memorandum  is  fazmMfc 
General  Bragg,  for  the  intended  mofOBfltil 
his  army  from  this  place  to  Baldwin,  at  the  m 
hereinafter  indicated : 

1.  Hardee's  corps  will  move  on  the  fetal  r 
from  his  position  to  Danville,  by  ClebunViesa,  t*~ 
which  lies  on  the  east  of  the  Mobile  and  Oh  ir 
Railroad,  part  of  the  way,  thence  toRienrisaa 
Baldwin. 

2.  Bragg'8  corps,  via  the  turnpike  to  KoaaV, 
until  it  reaches  the  south  side  of  the  TotcoN*. 
thence  by  the  Rienzi  and  Black  Land  rail 
Carrollsville  and  Baldwin. 

3.  Breckinridge's  corps,  (or  reserve,)  imfc 
turnpike  to  Kossuth,  thence  to  black  Laaife 
rollsville,  and  Baldwin. 

4.  Polk's  corps,  via  the  turnpike  to  Kana% 
thence  by  the  Western  road  to  Black  Land,  Of- 
rollsville,  and  Baldwin. 

5.  The  baggage  train  of  these  corps  must  tot 
their  position  at  twelve  M.,  precisely,  on  ib 
twenty-eighth  instant,  and  stop  for  the  night  oi 
the  south  side  of  the  Tuscumbia,  on  the  bat 
available  ground.  The  provision  trains  will  fol> 
low  the  baggage  trains. 

6.  The  ammunition  and  ambulance  trains  out 
be  parked  at  the  most  convenient  point  to  thar 
brigades,  and  moved  in  rear  of  the  proriiioe 
trains  to  the  south  side  of  the  Tuscumbia,  vbm 
they  will  await  further  orders.  All  of  these  tram 
are  to  be  accompanied  by  one  pioneer  company 
and  two  infantry  companies,  properly  distributed 
per  brigade.  The  brigade  and  regimental  quar- 
termaster must  accompany  and  be  responsible 
for  their  trains.  . 

7.  The  officers  in  charge  of  the  baggage  trains 
will  receive  sealed  orders  as  to  their  point  of  des- 
tination, which  they  will  open  at  the  first-mea- 
tioned  stopping-place. 

8.  As  it  may  become  necessary  to  take  the 
offensive,  the  troops  will  take  their  position  in 
the  trenches,  as  soon  as  practicable,  after  dispos- 
ing of  their  baggage  in  the  wagon  trains.  One 
brigade  per  corps  will  be  put  in  line  of  battle,  ia 
the  best  position  for  the  offensive,  in  front  of  the 
trenches.  The  reserve  will  remain  in  positioa 
as  already  indicated  to  its  General  commanding. 
These  troops  will  all  bivouac  in  position,  and  at 
three  o'clock  a.m.,  on  the  twenty-ninth  instant, 
if  not  attacked  by  the  enemy,  will  take  up  their 
line  of  march  to  Baldwin  by  the  routes  indicated 
in  Article  I.,  leaving  properly  distributed  cavalry 
picketa  m  front  of  their  lines  to  guard  and  pro- 
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MAI  remain  in  position  until  recalled  by  the  chief 
jpvcavalry,  who  will  remain  in  Corinth  for  the 
J[mm|miihi  of  directing  the  retrograde  movement  of 
Smvalry,  when  each  regiment  must  follow  the 
XXKite  taken  by  the  corps  to  which  it  shall  have 
tfteen  temporarily  assigned,  for  the  protection  of 
Its  rear  and  flanks. 

9.  Under  no  circumstances  will  these  cavalry 
Regiments  abandon  their  position  in  front  of  the 
™«,   (unless  compelled  by  overpowering  num- 

until  the  rear  of  the  columns  of  the  Armv  of 
"tte  ^Mississippi  shall  have  crossed  the  Tuscumbia ; 
^yh^n,  the  General  commanding  each  corps  will 
fi'QTDn unicate  that  fact  to  the  chief  of  cavalry,  for 
"  *«•  information  and  guidance. 

10.  The  cavalry  pickets  will  continue  the  usual 
•■ii  mishing  with  the  enemy  in  front  of  the  lines, 

vhen  retiring,  they  will  destroy  the  roads 
bridges  in  their  rear,  "as  far  as  practicable  : 
after  having  crossed  the  Tuscumbia,  they 
guard  the  crossings  until  recalled  by  the 
***Uerai  commanding. 

yll.  The  chief  of  cavalry  will  order,  if  practica- 
ble, one  regiment  to  report  to  Major-General 
-^olk,  one  to  Major-General  Hardee,  one  to  Gen- 
eral Bragg,  and.one  to  Major-General  Van  Dora, 
JBdependently  of  the  regiment  now  at  Jacinto, 
already  ordered  to  report  to  the  latter  officer. 

12.  After  the  departure  of  the  troops  from  the 
intrenched  line,  a  sufficient  number  of  drums 
from  each  brigade  must  be  left  to  beat  at  "  re- 
veille "  at  the  usual  hour ;  after  which  they  can 
rejoin  their  commands. 

13.  The  commanding  officer  of  corps  of  the 
army  of  the  Mississippi  will  leave,  on  the  south 
tide  of  the  Tuscumbia,  five  hundred  infantry  and 
two  pieces  of  artillery,  to  guard  the  four  cross- 
ings of  that  stream,  and  to  effectually  destroy  the 
bridges,  and  obstruct  the  roads,  after  the  passage 
of  the  cavalry. 

14.  On  arriving  at  Baldwin,  the  best  defensive 
position  will  be  taken  by  the  army  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, due- regard  being  had  to  a  proper  and  suffi- 
cient supply  of  wood  and  water  for  the  troops 
and  horses  of  the  different  commands. 

G.  T.  Beauregard, 

General,  commanding. 

(C.)  MEMORANDUM;  OP  MOVEMENTS  ON  BALD- 
WIN FOR  GENERAL  VAN  DORN. 

Headquarters  Western  Department,  ) 
Corinth,  Miss.,  May  27,  1802.  J 

1.  The  baggage  trains  of  his  army  must  leave 
their  position  at  daybreak  on  the  twenty-eighth 
instant,  by  the  roaa  on  the  east  of  the  Mobile 
and  Ohio  Railroad,  to  stop  temporarily  at  about 
six  miles  from  his  headquarters,  but  with  secret 
orders  to  the  officers  in  charge  of  them  to  con- 
tinue rapidly  on  the  direct  road  to  the  vicinity 
of  Baldwin.  The  provision  trains  will  follow  the 
baggage  trains. 

2.  The  ammunition  and  ambulance  trains  must 
be  parked  at  the  most  convenient  point  to  their 
brigades,  or  near  the  general  headquarters,  where 
they  will  remain  until  the  troops  shall  have  been 
moved  to  the  front  to  take  up  their  line  of  battle,  I 


when  these  trains  will  be  ordered  to  follow  the 
provision  trains. 

All  of  these  trains  must  be  accompanied  by  one 
pioneer  company  and  two  infantry  companies 
(properly  distributed)  per  brigade.  The  brigade 
and  regimental  quartermasters  must  accompany, 
and  be  responsible  for  their  trains. 

The  officers  in  charge  of  the  baggage  trains 
will  receive  sealed  orders  as  to  their  point  of  des- 
tination, which  they  will  open  at  the  already 
mentioned  stopping-place. 

3.  As  it  may  become  necessary  to  take  the 
offensive,  the  troops  will  take  their  position  in 
line  of  battle  as  soon  as  practicable  after  dispos- 
ing of  their  baggage  in  the  wagon  trains. 

These  troops  will  bivouac  in  position,  and  at 
three  o'clock  A.  M.,  on  the  twenty-ninth  instant,  if 
not  attacked  by  the  enemy,  will  take  up  their  line 
of  march  to  Baldwin,  by  the  route  indicated,  (Arti- 
cle I.,)  leaving  properly  distributed  cavalry  pick- 
ets in  front  of  their  lines,  to  guard  and  protect 
this  retrograde  movement. 

These  pickets  shall  remain  in  position  until  re- 
called by  the  chief  of  cavalry,  who  will  remain  in 
Corinth  for  the  purpose  of  directing  the  retro- 
grade movement  of  the  cavalry,  when  each  regi- 
ment will  follow  the  route  taken  by  the  corps  to 
which  it  shall  have  been  temporarily  assigned, 
for  the  protection  of  its  rear  and  flanks. 

4.  Under  no  circumstances  will  the  cavalry 
regiments  abandon  their  position  in  front  of  the 
lines,  (unless  compelled  by  overpowering  num- 
bers,) until  the  rear  of  the  column  of  the  Army  of 
the  West  shall  have  crossed  Clear  Creek,  when 
the  Generals  commanding  shall  communicate  the 
fact  to  the  chief  of  cavalry,  for  his  information 
and  guidance. 

5.  The  cavalry  pickets  will  continue  the  usual 
skirmishing  with  the  enemy  in  front  of  the  lines, 
and,  when  retiring,  will  destrov,  as  far  as  practi- 
cable, the  roads  and  bridges  in  their  rear,  and, 
after  having  crossed  Clear  Creek,  they  will  guard 
the  crossing  until  recalled  by  the  General  com- 
manding. 

6.  The  chief  of  cavalry  will  order,  if  practica- 
ble, one  regiment  to  report  to  Major-General 
Polk  and  one  to  Majpr-ueneral  Hardee,  one  to 
General  Bragg  and  one  to  Major-General  Van 
Dorn,  independently  of  the  regiment  now  at  Ja- 
cinto, already  ordered  to  report  to  the  latter 
officer. 

7.  After  the  departure  of  the  troops  from  the 
intrenched  lines,  a  sufficient  number  of  drums 
from  each  brigade  must  be  left  to  beat  "reveille" 
at  the  usual  hour",  after  which  they  can  join  their 
commands. 

8.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  Army  of  the 
West  will  leave,  if  necessary,  on  the  south  side 
of  Clear  Creek,  about  five  hundred  infantry  and 
two  pieces  of  artillery,  to  defend  the  crossing  of 
said  stream,  and  to  effectually  destroy  the  bridges 
and  obstruct  the  road  after  the  passage  of  the 
cavalry. 

9.  On  arriving  in  the  vicinity  of  Guntown,  the 
best  defensive  position       V>e  \aV>&T\.  v\  tow 
Twenty-mile  Creek,  due  xe^oxd         \\a&  \a  ^ 
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proper  and  sufficient  supply  of  wood  and  water 
for  the  troops.  G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Genernl,  commanding. 

(D.)  Confidential. 

Corinth,  May  28, 1862. 
To  General  B.  Bragg,  commanding  Army  of  the 
Mississippi,  Corinth : 

General:  Considering  that  we  have  yet  still 
so  much  to  be  removed  from  this  place,  I  have 
decided  that  the  retrograde  movement  shall  not 
take  place  until  the  thirtieth  instant,  at  the  hours 
appointed,  instead  of  the  twenty-ninth. 

You  will  please  issue  all  necesaary  orders  to 
that  effect  to  the  forces  under  your  command. 

It  would  be  advisable  to  stop  at  once  the  am- 
munition and  provision  trains  at  convenient  points 
to  this  place.  Respectfully, 

Your  ohedient  servant, 

G.  T.  Beauregard, 

General,  commanding. 

George  Wm.  Brent, 

Acting  Chief  of  Staff. 

Corinth,  May  28, 1862. 
(E.)  To  Major-General  E.  Van  Born,  Banville 
Road : 

General  :  I  approve  of  your  request  to  leave 
at  twelve  h  (not  eleven)  to-night,  if  it  be  clear. 
Send  artillery  at  sundown  two  miles  back,  so  as 
to*  be  beyond  reach  of  sound  to  the  enemy.  Be 
careful,  however,  not  to  send  it  too  far. 

As  Bragg*s  rear  guard  will  not  leave  until  three 
h,  a.  M.,  yours  ought  not  to  leave  before  2£ 
h,  for  Hardee's  left  would  then  be  uncovered 
whilst  moving  in  rear  of  your  present  position 
and  before  crossing  the  railroad. 

Hardee  will  destroy  the  bridges  (dirt  and  rail- 
road) on  Tuscumbia,  provided  he  is  guarding 
them.  But  have  the  matter  clearly  understood 
with  him,  so  as  to  admit  of  no  error.  I  referred 
in  my  note  to  the  small  bridge  on  Clear  Creek, 
one  which  you  must  pass. 

You  must,  of  course,  have  out  as  few  details  as 
possible.    You  must  be  the  sole  judge  of  that. 

The  telegraph  operator  must  remain  at  his  post 
as  long  as  possible,  say  until  your  main  forces 
move  to  the  rear,  for  at  any  moment  we  may  be  i 
called  upon  to  move  forward. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  of  the  sham  balloon.  I  hope 
it  is  so,  for  I  fear  that  more  than  their  artillery  at 
this  moment 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  Beauregard, 

General,  commanding. 

P.  S.  —  You  must  not  forget  to  obstruct  thor- 1 
oughly  the  road  across  Clear  Creek,  near  General  [ 
J  ones  8  lines.  You  or  Hardee  must  keep  a  strong 
guard  of  infantry  and  two  pieces  of  artillery  at 
the  Clear  Creek  railroad  bridge,  until  the  last  cars 
shall  have  left  the  depot  here.  Please  arrange 
this  matter  distinctly  with  him. 

Would  it  not  be  prudent  to  send  one  regiment, 
two  pieces  of  artillery,  and  some  cavalry  to  protect 


to  move  either  to  the  rear  to  protect  the  tain,? 
necessary,  or  to  the  front,  in  case  of  battle. 

George  W.  Bhot; 

Acting  CbkftfM 

Corinth,  MtyS,m 
(F.)  General  B.  Bragg,  Corinth: 

General  :  From  information  receifed,  Gar 
town,  four  miles  and  a  half  below  Baldtis,!' 
considered  a  better  position  for  the  defaamj 
hence  we  will  go  there.  Please  give  the  nece — 
orders. 

Small  details  must  be  kept  in  or  about  ill 
camps,  to  keep  up  usual  fires,  on  account  of  bi 
loon,  with  orders  to  join  their  commands  tt  ti 
hour,  on  the  march  to  the  rear,  or  in  front,  in  a 
of  battle. 

Not  too  many  fires  must  be  kept  on  the  Em 
to-night,  so  as  not  *to  reveal  too  clearly  m 
position.  A  brigade  (the  best  one)  fromeatk 
corps  will  be  selected  to  guard  and  bring  up  tk 
rear  of  each  column,  to  move  off  about  two  ban 
after  the  rest  of  the  column,  and  from  wiaAi 
small  detail  will  be  left  at  each  bridge  to  dedsf 
it  after  passage  of  cavalry.  Detail  to  be  in  ft 
portion  to  importance  of  bridge. 

Would  it  not  be  advisable  for*  the  main  fana 
to  start  at  the  one  h,  and  the  rear  guards  aitfan 
h  a.  M.  ? 

No  rockets  must  be  fired  trf-night. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUMGItt 

George  Wm.  Beest, 

Acting  Chief  of  &L 


your  train  ? 

I  think  I  would  keep  Price  back  in  beat  position  \  ttie  Xxoo^i  Va.  ^ravxiw^  *xA>&«s\\^  \>u&  qk^sv 


Headquarters  Western  DepartxestJ 
Corixth,  May,  WGi  | 

(G.)  To  General  B.  Bragg  and  Major-Gaud* 
E.  Van  Dom,  L.  Polk,  W.  J.  Eardec,  J.  C 
Breckinridge : 

Generals  :  The  following  modifications  bate 
"been  made  in  the  order  relative  to  the  retrograde 
movement  from  this  place : 

1.  At  sundown  the  light  batteries'  mutt  be 
lent  to  about  one  mile  from  the  intrenched  lines, 
n  order  to  avoid  communicating  to  the  enemy 
iny  information  of  the  movement.  These  bat- 
teries must  be  so  placed  outside  of  the  road  as  to 
follow  their  brigades  at  night  without  any  diffi- 
culty. 

2.  At  eight  o'clock  P.  M.,  the  heavy  batteries 
of  the  lines  must  be  removed,  without  noise,  to 
the  cars,  and  sent  to  the  Central  depot. 

3.  At  ten  o'clock  P.  M.,  the  retrograde  move- 
ment of  the  forces  is  to  commence,  as  already  in- 
structed. 

4.  At  twelve  o'clock  P.  M.,  or  aa  soon  thereafter  as 
possible,  the  rear  guard  is  to  follow  the  movement 

5.  As  soon  as  the  Army  of  the  Mississippi 
shall  have  got  beyond  the  Tuscumbia,  and  the 

I  Armv  of  the  West  beyond  Ridge  Creek,  General 
Beall,  at  Corinth,  (chief  of  cavalry,)  shall  be  in- 
formed of  the  facts,  and  the  position  in  the  rear 
i  of  said  stream  shall  be  held  until  the  train  shall 
be  considered  beyond  the  reach  of  the  enemy. 
\  ft.  Cam\>-ftifc*  Tnu&t  b&  keut  up  ail  night  by 
k\  t\ie  V  -  - 1  *-  ~  "  ^  —  —  *    — "  -  'A 
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lignal  rockets  shall  be  sent  up  at 
11  the  morning  by  the  cavalry  pickets 
ran  Dorn,  Bragg,  and  Polk, 
esian  and  other  wells  must  be  de- 
evening,  by  a  detachment  from  each 
Artesian  well  machinery  must  be 
h,  to  the  depot  for  transportation  to 

er  the  railroad  engine  shall  whistle 
light,  near  the  intrenched  line,  the 
vicinity  shall  cheer  repeatedly,  as 
ireements  had  been  received. 

G.  T.  ^Beauregard, 

General,  commanding. 

Geo.  Wm,  Brent, 

Acting  Chief  of  Staff. 
[ EMORANDUM  OF  ORDERS. 

A.DQUARTRR3  WESTERN  DEPARTMENT,  I 

■Baldwin,  June  6,  1862, 5  h.  p.  m.  J 
Van  Dora's  army  will  start  at  three 
the  seventh  instant,  on  its  way  to 
lie  road  from  Baldwin  to  Priceville. 
•  the  night  at  Sand  Creek,  a  distance 

seventeen  miles  from  Baldwin.  It 
he  Kne  of  march  the  next  morning 

M.,  and  will  take  position,  for  the 
'riceville,  leaving  a  brigade  at  the 
oad,  with  the  Ripley  and  the  Cotton 
ir  Smith  or  Brooks's  house,  and  a 
at  or  about  the  steam  saw-mill, 
vill  be  sent  to  Morrisville  or  vicinity, 
of  cavalry  to  guard  the  (20)  mile 
on  the  road  from  Fulton,  with  a 
t  at  the  latter  place.  The  cavalry 
I  arietta  will  not  leave  that  position 
th  instant,  at  four  A.  M. 
I  Hardee's  corps  will  start  for  Tupelo, 
M.,  on  the  seventh  instant,  via  the 

General  Van  Dora's  army,  stopping 
at  a  creek,  about  nine  miles  from  its 
ion.  He  will  send  at  four  h.  A.  M., 
one  regiment  and  two  pieces  of  ar- 
t  cross-road  with  the  Natchez  rail- 
i  the  Twenty-mile  creek  crossing, 
vill  resume  its  line  of  march  at  four 
the  eighth  instant,  and  will  get  to 
light  if  practicable.  His  rear  guard 
ill  remain  in  its  present  position 
p.  M.,  on  the  seventh  instant,  and 

the  vicinity  of  Baldwin  (guarding 
lardee's  corps)  until  about  four  h. 
eighth  instant. 

al  Breckinridge's  corps  of  reserve 
Tupelo,  via  Carrollsville  and  Birming- 
e  h.  a.  M.,  on  the  seventh  instant, 
the  night  at  Yanoby  Creek,  a  few 
the  latter  town,  and  will  resume  its 
h  at  three  h.  A.  M.,  on  the  eighth 
• 

tl  Bragg's  corps  will  leave  by  the 
Jeneral  Breckinridge's,  (passing  to  the 
3arrollsville,)  at  two  h.  P.  M.,  on  the 
it,  stopping  for  the  night  at  or  near 
leaving  there  at  three  h.  a.  m.,  for. 


His  cavalry  will  follow  on  the  same  road,  the 
movement  from  where  it  is  now  posted,  at  two  h. 
a.  m.,  on  the  eighth  instant  The  regiment  at 
Ripley  will  move  on  the  road  from  that  place  to 
Tupelo,  and  all  said  cavalry  will  be  posted  as  al- 
ready indicated  to  General  B.  on  the  map. 

V.  General  Polk's  corps  will  conform  its  move- 
ments to  that  of  General  Bragg,  starting  at  two  h. 
p.  M.,  on  the  eighth  instant,  on  the  direct  road  to 
Saltillo,  west  of  the  railroad,  halting  at  that  place 
until  further  orders.  His  cavalry  will  remain 
where  at  present  posted,  and  will  follow  his  move- 
ments along  the  same  road,  (guarding  his  rear,)  at 
three  h.  a.  m.,  on  the  eighth  instant 

VI.  All  infantry  outposts  should  be  recalled  in 
time  to  join  their  command. 

VII.  All  finger  boards  and  mile  posts  should  be 
taken  down  by  the  cavalry  of  the  rear  guards. 

G.  T.  Beauregard, 

General,  commanding. 

Thomas  Jordan, 

A.  A.  General. 


DOC.  31. 

BATTLE  OP  CHANCELLORSVILLE. 

REPORT  OF  GENERAL  R.  E.  LEE. 

Headquabtebs  Abmt  Northern  Virginia,  i 
September  21, 1863.  J 

General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector- Gen- 
eral, C.  8.  A.,  Richmond,  Va. : 
General  :  After  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg, 
the  army  remained  encamped  on  the  south  side  ' 
of  the  Rappahannock  until  the  latter  part  of  April. 
The  Federal  army  occupied  the  north  side  of  the 
river,  opposite  Fredericksburg,  extending  to  the 
Potomac.  Two  brigades  of  Anderson's  division, 
those  of  Generals  Mahone  and  Posey,  were  sta- 
tioned near  the  United  States  Mine  or  Bark  Mill 
Ford;  and  a  third, *under  command  of  General 
Wilcox,  guarded  Banks's  Ford.  The  cavalry  was 
distributed  on  both  flanks  —  Fitzhugh  Lee's  bri- 
gade picketing  the  Rappahannock  above  the 
mouth  of  the  Rapidan,  and  W.  H.  F.  Lee's  near 
Port  Royal.  Hampton's  brigade  had  been  sent 
into  the  interior  to  recruit.  General  Longstreet, 
with  two  divisions  of  his  corps,  was  detached  for 
service  south  of  James  River,  in  February,  and 
did  not  rejoin  the  army  until  alter  the  battle  of 
Chancellorsville.  With  the  exception  of  the  en- 
gagement between  Fitz  Lee's  brigade  and  the  en- 
emy's cavalry  near  Kelley's  Ford,  on  the  seven- 
teenth of  March,  1863,  of  which  a  brief  report  has 
been  already  forwarded  to  the  Department,  noth- 
ing of  interest  transpired  during  this  period  of 
inactivity. 

On  the  fourteenth  of  April  intelligence  was  re- 
ceived that  the  enemy's  cavalry  was  concentrating 
on  the  upper  Rappahannock.  Tiieir  efforts  to  estab- 
lish themselves  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  were 
successfully  resisted  by  Fitz  Lee's  brigade  and  two 
regiments  of  W.  H.  F.  Lee's,  the  whole  under  the 
immediate  command  of  General  Stuart.  About 
the  twenty-first,  smallbouk*  ot  VaSuftrg  ttwgwwA. 
at  Kelley's  Ford  and  the  TU^&&^w3l 


254 


REBELLION  RECORD,  1862-64. 


and  almost  at  the  same  time  a  demonstration  was 
made  opposite  Port  Royal,  where  a  party  of  infan- 
try crossed  the  river  about  the  twenty-third.  These 
movements  were  evidently  intended  to  conceal 
the  designs  of  the  enemy ;  but,  taken  in  connec- 
tion with  the  reports  of  scouts,  indicated  that  the 
Federal  army,  now  commanded  by  Major-General 
Hooker,  was  about  to  resume  active  operations. 
At  half-past  five  o'clock  A.  M.,  the  twenty-eighth 
oijfcApril,  the  enemy  crossed  the  Rappahannock  in 
boats,  near  Fredericksburg,  and,  driving  off  the 
pickets  on  the  river,  proceeded  to  lay  down  a  pon- 
toon bridge,  a  short  distance  below  the  mouth  of 
Deep  Run.  Later  in  the  forenoon  another  bridge 
was  constructed  about  a  mile  below  the  first  A 
considerable  force  crossed  on  these  bridges  during 
the  day,  and  was  massed  out  of  view  under  the 
high  banks  of  the  river.  The  bridges,  as  well  as 
the  troops,  were  effectually  protected  from  our 
artillery  by  the  depth  of  the  river's  bed  and  the 
narrowness  of  the  stream,  while  the  batteries  on 
the  opposite  heights  completely  commanded  the 
wide  plain  between  our  lines  and  the  river. 

As  in  the  first  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  it  was 
thought  best  to  select  positions  with  a  view  to  re- 
sist the  advance  of  the  enemy,  rather  than  incur 
the  heavy  loss  that  woWd  attend  any  attempt  to 
prevent  his  crossing.  Our  dispositions  were  ac- 
cordingly made  as  on  the  former  occasion.  No 
demonstration  was  made  opposite  any  other  point 
of  our  lines  at  Fredericksburg ;  and  the  strength 
of  the  force  that  had  crossed,  and  its  apparent 
indisposition  to  attack,  indicated  that  the  princi- 
pal effort  of  the  enemy  would  be  made  in  some 
other  quarter.  This  impression  was  confirmed  by 
intelligence  received  from  General  Stuart,  that  a 
large  body  of  infantry  and  artillerj*  was  passing  up 
the  river.  During  the  forenoon  of  the  twenty-ninth 
that  officer  reported  that  the  enemy  had  crossed 
in  force  near  Kelley's  Ford,  on  the  preceding 
evening.  Later  in  the  day  he  announced  that  a 
heavy  column  was  moving  from  Kelley's  towards 
Germana  Ford,  on  the  Kapidan,  and  another  to- 
wards Ely's  Ford,  on  that  river.  The  routes  they 
were  pursuing,  after  crossing  the  Rapid  an,  con- 
verge near  Cnancellorsville,  whence  several  roads 
lead  to  the  rear  of  our  position  at  Fredericks- 
burg. 

On  the  night  of  the  twenty-ninth,  General  An- 
derson was  directed  to  proceed  towards  Cnancel- 
lorsville, and  dispose  Wright's  brigade  and  the 
troops  from  the  Bark  Mill  Ford  to  cover  these  roads. 
Arriving  at  Cnancellorsville  about  midnight,  he 
found  the  commands  of  Generals  Mahone  and  Po- 
sey already  there,  having  been  withdrawn  from 
the  Bark  Mill  Ford,  with  the  exception  of  a  small 
guard.  Learning  that  the  enemy  had  crossed  the 
Kapidan,  and  were  approaching  in  strong  force, 
General  Anderson  retired  early  on  the  morning  of 
the  thirtieth  to  the  intersection  of  the  mine  and 
plank  roads,  near  Tabernacle  Church,  and  began 
to  intrench  himself.  The  enemy's  cavalry  skir- 
mished with  his  rear  guard  as  he  left  Chancellors- 
ville ;  but  being  vigorously  repulsed  by  Mahone's 
brigade,  offered  no  further  opposition  to  nl* 
march.   Mahone  was  placed  on  the  old  turnpike. 


Wright  and  Posey  on  the  plank  road,  life 
mean  time  General  Stuart  had  been  directed  to 
endeavor  to  impede  the  progress  of  the  col 
marching  by  way  of  Germana  Ford.  Detask 
W.  H.  F.  Lee,  with  his  two  regiments,  the  lbs] 
and  Thirteenth  Virginia,  to  oppose  the  main  hi 
of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  General  Stout  eras) 
the  Rapidan  at  Raccoon  Ford,  with  Fiu  Lat 
brigade,  on  the  night  of  the  twenty-ninth.  Ba> 
ing  to  give  his  men  a  few  hours'  repose,  he  a* 
dered  Colonel  Owens,  with  the  Third  Tops 
cavalry,  to  throw  himself  in  front  of  the  earn 
while  the  rest  of  the  brigade  attacked  his  nas 
flank,  at  the  Wilderness  tavern,  between  Qena*  an*  - 
na  Ford  and  Cnancellorsville.   By  this  mentis 
march  of  this  column  was  delayed  until  twebel, 
when,  learning  that  the  one  from  Ely's  Ford  hi 
already  reached  Chancellors  ville,  General  Stat 
marched  by  Todd's  tavern  towards  Spottsyhak 
Court-House,  to  put  himself  in  communic»tii«iia 
the  main  body  of  the  army,  and  Colonel  fat 
fell  back  upon  General  Anderson.- 

The  enemy  in  our  front,  near  Fredenebba| 
continued  inactive,  and  it  was  now  apparent  m 
the  main  attack  would  be  made  upon  oar  flat 
and  rear.  It  was  therefore  determined  to  Van 
sufficient  troops  to  hold  our  lines,  and  with  As 
main  body  of  the  army  to  give  battle  to  the  if- 
proaching  column.  Early's  division  of  JacWi 
corps,  and  Barksdale's  brigade  of  McLaws'tdwi- 
ion,  with  part  of  the  reserve  artillery,  under  Ge*» 
eral  Pendleton,  were  intrusted  with  the  defend 
of  our  position  at  Fredericksburg,  and  at  mid- 
night, on  the  thirtieth,  General  McLaws  marches' 
with  the  rest  of  his  command  towards  Chancel- 
lors ville.  General  Jackson  followed  at 
next  morning,  with  the  remaining  divisions  of  as 
corps.  He  reached  the  position  occupied  hy 
General  Anderson  at  eight  a.  and  immediately 
began  preparations  to  advance.  At  eleven  a.  a, 
the  troops  moved  forward  upon  the  plank  and  old 
turnpike  roads,  Anderson,  with  the  brigades  of 
Wright  and  Posey,  leading  on  the  former;  Mc- 
Laws, with  his  three  brigades,  preceded  by  Mi- 
hone's,  on  the  latter.  ^  Generals  Wilcox  tad 
Perry,  of  Anderson's  division,  cooperated  with 
McLaws ;  Jackson's  troops  followed  Anderson  on 
the  plank  road.  Colonel  Alexander's  battalion 
of  artillery  accompanied  the  advance.  The  ene- 
my was  soon  encountered  on  both  roads,  and 
heavy  skirmishing  with  infantry  and  artillery  en- 
sued, our  troops  pressing  steadily  forward.  A 
strong  attack  upon  General  McLaws  was  repulsed 
with  spirit  by  Semmes's  brigade;  and  General 
Wright,  by  direction  of  General  Anderson,  di- 
verging to  the  left  of  the  plank  road,  marched 
by  way  of  the  unfinished  railroad  from  Freder- 
icksburg to  Gordonsville,  and  turned  the  enemy's 
right  His  whole  line  thereupon  retreated  rapid- 
ly, vigorously  pursued  by  our  troops,  until  they 
i  arrived  within  about  one  mile  of  ChanceUorsrille. 
1  Here  the  enemy  had  assumed  a  position  of  great 
;  natural  strength,  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  a 
dense  forest,  filled  with  a  tangled  undergrowth, 
\Vn  Tf&taX  ^\ax2k  VvwaAtworks  of  logs  had 
,\taen  wwtaEW&sA*       \xwa*  fe&x&  Vcl  * 
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fcyrzn  an  almost  impenetrable  abatis.   His  ar- 
nry  swept  the  few  narrow  roads  by  which  his 
[Uoii  could  be  approached  from  the  front,  and 
landed  the  adjacent  woods.    The  left  of  his 
5  x  tended  from  Chancellors ville  towards  the 
Rsi  ppaliannock,  covering  the  Bark  Mill  Ford, 
re  he  communicated  with  the  north  bank  of 
riTer  by  a  pontoon  bridge.     His  right 
itcHed  westward  along  the  Germana  Ford 
more  than  two  miles.    Darkness  was  arj- 
:bing  before  the  strength  and  extent  of  his 
could  be  ascertained ;  and  as  the  nature  of 
,    country  rendered  it  hazardous  to  attack  by 
our  troops  were  halted,  and  formed  in  line 
^mttle  in  front  of  Chancellorsville,  at  right  an- 
»  to  the  plank  road,  extending  on  the  right  to 
mine  road,  and  to  the  left  in  the  direction  of 
1  Catharine  furnace. 

O>lonel  Wickham,  with  the  Fourth  Virginia 
*Valry  and  Colonel  Owen's  regiment,  was  sta-. 


between  the  mine  road  and  the  Rappa- 
j^Jmock.   The  rest  of  the  cavalry  was  upon  our 
flank.   It  was  evident  that  a  direct  attack 


**|Km  the  enemy  would  be  attended  with  great 
difficulty  and  loss,  in  view  of  the  strength  of  his 
Volition  and  his  superiority  of  numbers.  It  was 
^krefore  resolved  to  endeavor  to  turn  his  right 
Qmk,  and  gain  his  rear,  leaving  a  force  in  front 
\o  hold  him  in  check  and  conceal  the  movement. 
TThe  execution  of  this  plan  was  intrusted  to  Lieu- 
tenant-General Jackson,  with  his  three  divisions. 
The  commands  of  Generals  McLaws  and  Ander- 
aon,  with  the  exception  of  Wilcox's  brigade,  which 
during  the  night  had  been  ordered  back  to  Banks's 
Ford,  remained  in  front  of  the  enemy.  Early  on 
the  morning  of  the  second  General  Jackson 
inarched  bv  the  Furnace  and  Brock  roads,  his 
movement  being  effectually  covered  by  Fitz  Lee's 
cavalry,  under  General  Stuart  in  person.  As  the 
rear  of  the  train  was  passing  the  furnace,  a  large 
force  of  the  enemy  advanced  from  Chancellors- 
rille  and  attempted  its  capture.  General  Jack- 
son had  left  the  Twenty-third  Georgia  regiment, 
under  Colonel  Best,  at  this  point,  to  guard  his 
flank ;  and  upon  the  approach  of  the  enemy 
lieutenant-Colonel  J.  T.  Brown,  whose  artillery 
was  passing  at  the  time,  placed  a  battery  in  posi- 
tion, to  aid  in  checking  his  advance.  A  small 
number  of  men  who  were  marching  to  join  their 
commands,  including  Captain  Moore,  with  his  two 
companies  of  the  Fourteenth  Tennessee  regiment, 
of  Archer's  brigade,  reported  to  Colonel  Brown, 
and  supported  his  guns.  The  enemy  was  kept 
back  by  this  small  force  until  the  train  had  passed, 
but  his  superior  numbers  enabled  him  subse- 
quently to  surround  and  capture  the  greater  part 
of  the  Twenty-third  Georgia  regiment.  General 
Anderson  was  directed  to  send  a  brigade  to  resist 
the  further  progress  of  this  column,  and  detached 
General  Posey  for  that  purpose.  General  Posey 
became  warmly  engaged  with  a  superior  force, 
but  being  reenforced  by  General  Wright,  the 
enemy's  advance  was  arrested.  After  a  long  and 
fatiguing  march,  General  Jackson's  leading  di- 
vision, under  General  Bodes,  reached  the  old 
turnpike,  about  three  miles  in  rear  of  Chancel- 


lorsville,  at  four  P.  M.  As  the  different  divisions 
arrived  they  were  formed  at  right  angles  to  the 
road  —  Rodes  in  front,  Trimble's  division,  under 
Brigadier- General  Colston,  in  the  second,  and 
A.  P.  Hill's  in  the  third  line.  At  six  P.  M.  the 
advance  was  ordered.  The  enemy  were  taken  by 
surprise,  and  fled,  after  a  brief  resistance.  Gen- 
eral Rodes's  men  pushed  forward  with  great  vigor 
and  enthusiasm,  followed  closely  by  the  second 
and  third  lines.  Position  after  position  was  car-  ■ 
ried,  the  guns  captured,  and  every  effort  of  the 
enemy  to  rally  defeated  by  the  impetuous  rush 
of  our  troops.  In  the  ardor  of  pursuit,  through 
the  thick  and  tangled  woods,  the  first  and  second 
lines  at  last  became  mingled,  and  moved  on  to- 
gether as  one.  The  enemy  made  a  stand  at  a 
line  of  breastworks  across  the  road  at  the  house  of 
Melzie  Chancellor  ;  but  the  troops  of  Rodes  and 
Colston  dashed  over  the  intrenenments  together, 
and  the  fight  and  pursuit  were  resumed  and  con- 
tinued until  our  advance  was  arrested  by  the 
abatis  in  front  of  the  line  of  works  near  the 
central  position  at  Chancellorsville.  It  was  now 
dark,  and  General  Jackson  ordered  the  third  line, 
under  General  Hill,  to  advance  to  the  front  and 
relieve  the  troops  of  Rodes  and  Colston,  who 
were  completely  blended,  and  in  such  disorder, 
from  their  advance  through  intricate  woods  and 
over  broken  ground,  that  it  was  necessary  to  re- 
form them.  As  Hill's  men  moved  forward,  Gen- 
eral Jackson,  with  his  staff  and  escort,  returning 
from  the  extreme  front,  met  his  skirmishers  ab> 
vancing,  and  in  the  obscurity  of  the  night  were 
mistaken  for  the  enemy,  and  fired  upon.  Captain 
Boswell,  chief  engineer  of  the  corps,  and  several 
others,  were  killed,  and  a  number  wounded.  Gen- 
eral Jackson  himself  received  a  severe  injury,  and 
was  borne  from  the  field.  The  command  devolved 
upon  Major-General  Hill,  whose  division,  under 
General  Heth,  was  advanced  to  the  line  of  in- 
trenchments  which  had  been  reached  by  Rodes 
and  Colston.  A  furious  fire  of  artillery  was 
opened  upon  them  by  the  enemy,  under  cover  of 
which  his  infantry  advanced  to  the  attack.  They 
were  handsomely  repulsed  by  the  Fifty-fifth  Vir- 
ginia regiment,  under  Colonel  Mallory,  who  was 
killed  while  bravely  leading  his  men.  General 
Hill  was  soon  afterwards  disabled,  and  Major- 
General  Stuart,  who  had  been  directed  by  Gen- 
eral Jackson  to  seize  the  road  to  Ely's  Ford,  in 
rear  of  the  enemy,  was  sent  for  to  take  command. 
At  this  time  the  right  of  Hills  division  was  at- 
tacked by  the  column  of  the  enemy  already  men- 
tioned as"  having  penetrated  to  the  furnace,  which 
had  been  recalled  to  Chancellorsville  to  avoid 
being  cut  off  by  the  advance  of  Jackson.  This 
attack  was  gallantly  met  and  repulsed  by  the 
Eighteenth  and  Twenty-eighth  and  a  portion  of 
the  Thirty-third  North  Carolina  regiments, 
Lane's  brigade. 

Upon  General  Stuart's  arrival,  6oon  afterwards, 
the  command  was  turned  over  to  him  by  General 
Hill.  He  immediately  proceeded  to  reconnoitre 
the  ground  and  make  himself  acquainted  with 
the  disposition  of  the  troo^a.  tax\u&A& 
the  night,  and  the  ddftculty  ol 
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the  woods  and  undergrowth,  rendered  it  advisable 
to  defer  further  operations  until  morning;  and 
the  troops  rested  on  their  arms  in  line  of  battle. 
Colonel  Crutchfield,  chief  of  artillery  of  the  corps, 
was  severely  wounded,  and  Colonel  Alexander, 
senior  artillery  officer  present,  was  engaged  dur- 
ing the  entire  night  in  selecting  positions  for  our 
batteries.  As  soon  as  the  sound  of  cannon  gave 
notice  of  Jackson's  attack  on  the  enemy's  right, 
our  troops  in  front  of  Chancellorsville  were  or- 
dered to  press  him  strongly  on  the  left,  to  pre- 
vent reinforcements  being  sent  to  the  point 
assailed.  They  were  directed  not  to  attack  in 
force,  unless  a  favorable  opportunity  should  pre- 
sent itself;  and  while  continuing  to  cover  the 
roads  leading  from  their  respective-  positions 
towards  Chancellorsville,  to  incline  the  left  so  as 
to  connect  with  Jackson's  right,  as  he  closed  in 
upon  the  centre.  These  orders  were  well  exe- 
cuted, our  troops  advancing  up  to  the  enemy's 
intrenchments,  while  several  batteries  played  with 
good  effect  upon  his  lines,  until  prevented  by  the 
increasing  darkness. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  third  General 
Stuart  renewed  the  attack  upon  the  enemy,  who 
had  strengthened  his  right  during  the  night  with 
additional  breastworks,  while  a  large  number  of 
guns,  protected  by  intrenchments,  were  posted 
so  as  to  sweep  tne  woods  through  which  our 
troops  had  to  advance.  Hill's  division  was  in 
front,  with  Colston  in  the  second  line,  and  Rodes 
in  the  third.  The  second  and  third  lines  soon 
advanced  to  the  support  of  the  first,  and  the  whole 
became  hotly  engaged.  The  breastworks,  at  which 
the  attack  was  suspended  the  preceding  evening, 
were  carried  by  assault,  under  a  terrible  fire  of 
musketry  and  artillery.  In  rear  of  these  breast- 
works was  a  barricade,  from  which  the  enemy 
was  auickly  driven.  The  troops  on  the  left  of 
the  plank  road,  pressing  through  the  woods,  at- 
tacked and  broke  the  next  line,  while  those  on 
the  right  bravely  assailed  the  extensive  earth- 
works behind  which  the  enemy's  artillery  was 
posted.  Three  times  were  these  works  carried, 
and  as  often  were  the  brave  assailants  compelled 
to  abandon  them  —  twice  by  the  retirement  of  the 
troops  on  their  left,  who  fell  back  after  a  gallant 
struggle  with  superior  numbers,  and  once  by  a 
movement  of  the  enemy  on  their  right,  caused  by 
'  the  advance  of  General  Anderson.  The  left  be- 
ing reenforced,  finally  succeeded  in  driving  back 
the  enemy,  and  the  artillery,  under  Lieutenant- 
Colonels  Carter  and  Jones,  being  thrown-  forward 
to  occupy  favorable  positions,  secured  by  the  ad- 
vance of  the  infantry,  began  to  play  with  great 
precision  and  effect  Anderson,  in  the  mean 
time,  pressed  gallantly  forward,  directly  upon 
Chancellorsville,  his  right  resting  upon  the  plank 
road,  and  his  left  extending  around  the  furnace, 
while  McLaws  made  a  strong  demonstration  to 
the  right  of  the  road.  As  the  troops  advancing 
upon  the  enemy's  front  and  right  converged  upon 
his  central  position,  Anderson  effected  a  junction 
with  Jackson's  corps,  and  the  whole  line  pressed 
irresistibly  on.    The  enemy  was  driven  from  aW. 


wounded,  and  prisoners,  and  retreated  I 
the  Rappahannock.  By  ten  A.  JL  we  were  I 
possession  of  the  field.  The  troops  harbgh>| 
come  somewhat  scattered,  by  the  difficult*  4 1 
the  ground  and  the  ardor  of  the  contest,!*  J 
immediately  re-formed,  preparatory  to  ratfeBj  I 
the  attack.  The  enemy  had  withdrawn  lit  ] 
strong  position  nearer  to  the  RappthtnM^I 
which  he  had  previously  fortified.  His  sapent-  I 
ity  of  numbers,  the  unfavorable  nature  of  ib  I 
ground,  which  was  densely  wooded,  and  thee*  I 
dition  of  our  troops  after  the  arduous  and » 
guinary  conflict  in  which  they  had  been  engage}  j 
rendered  great  caution  necessary.  Our  \ 


tions  were  just  completed,  when  further  ope*] 
tions  were  arrested  by  intelligence  recemo)  fm  | 
Fredericksburg. 

General  Early  had  been  instructed,  in  the  art  1 
of  the  enemy  withdrawing  from  his  front  at 
jnoving  up  the  river,  to  join  the  main  bodfi* 
the  army,  with  so  much  of  his  command  uerift 
be  spared  from  the  defence  of  his  lines.  Tkst> 
der  was  repeated  on  the  second ;  but  by  an 
prehension  on  the  part  of  the  officer  coir 
it,  General  Early  was  directed  to  move  un 
tionally.   Leaving  Hays's  brigade  and  one  la- 
ment of  Barksdale's  at  Fredericksburg,  am 
directing  a  part  of  General  Pendleton's  artfflerj 
to  be  sent  to  the  rear,  in  compliance  with  the  or- 
der delivered  to  him,  General  Early  moved  «n 
the  rest  of  his  command  towards  ChanceUomit 
As  soon  as  his  withdrawal  was  perceived,  ut 
enemy  began  to  give  evidence  of  an  intention  ti 
advance ;  but  the  mistake  in  the  transmission  of 
the  order  being  corrected,  General  Early  retuzael 
to  his  original  position.    The  line  to  be  defended 
by  Barksdale's  brigade  extended  from  the  Rap- 
pahannock, above  Fredericksburg,  to  the  rear  of 
Howison's  house,  a  distance  of  more  than  two 
miles.  The  artillery  was  posted  along  the  heighti 
in  rear  of  the  town.   Before  dawn,  on  the  marl- 
ing of  the  third,  General  Barksdale  reported  to 
General  Early  that  the  enemy  had  occupied  Fred- 
ericksburg in  large  force,  and  laid  down  a  bridge 
at  the  town.    Hays's  brigade  was  sent  to  his  raj- 
port,  and  placed  on  his  extreme  left,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one  regiment,  stationed  on  the  right 
of  his  line,  behind  Howison's  house.    Seven  com- 
panies of  the  Twenty-first  Mississippi  regiment 
were  posted  by  General  Barksdale  between  the 
Marye  house  and  the  plank  road ;  the  Eighteenth 
and  the  three  other  companies  of  the  Twenty- 
first  occupied  the  telegraph  road  at  the  foot  of 
Marye's  hill,  the  two  remaining  regiments  of  the 
brigade  being  farther  to  the  right  on  the  hflb 
near  to  Howison's  house.   The  enemy  made  a 
demonstration  against  the  extreme  right,  which 
was  easily  repulsed  by  General  Early.    Soon  af- 
terwards a  column  moved  from  Fredericksburg 
along  the  river  banks,  as  if  to  gain  the  heights  oa 
the  extreme  left,  which  commanded  those  imme- 
diately in  rear  of  the  town.   This  attempt  wta 
foiled  bv  General  Hays,  and  the  arrival  of  Gen- 
eral Wilcox  from  Banks's  Ford,  who*  deployed  a 
tew  ^irnastaet*      \Jb&  hill,  near  Taylors  house, 
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Very  soon  the  enemy  advanced  in  large 
st  Marye's  and  the  hills  to  the  right 
T  it.  Two  assaults  were  gallantly  re- 
Barksdale's  men  and  the  artillery, 
second,  a  flag  of  truce  was  seitt  from 

0  obtain  permission  to  provide  for  the 
Three  heavy  lines  advanced  imniedi- 

the  return  of  the  flag,  and  renewed  the 
hey  were  bravely  repulsed  on  the  right 
it  the  small  force  at  the  loot  of  Marye's 
>wered  by  more  than  ten  times  tneir 
vtx8  captured,  after  a  heroic  resistance, 
ill  carried.    Eight  pieces  of  artillery 

1  on  Marye's  and  the  adjacent  heights, 
nder  of  Barksdale's  brigade,  together 
Df  General  Hays,  and  the  artillery  on 
•etired  down  the  telegraph  road. 

cess  of  the  enemy  enabled  him  to 
>ur  communications  by  moving  down 
ph  road,  or  to  come  upon  our  rear  at 
sville  by  the  plank  road.  He  at  firsl 
on  the  former,  but  was  checked  by 
iarly,  who  had  halted  the  commands 
de  and  Hays,  with  the  artillery,  about 
from  Mary  e's  hill,  and  reenforced  them 
regiments  of  Gordon's  brigade, 
may  then  began  to  advance  up  the 
I,  his  progress  being  gallantly  disputed 
igade  of  General  Wilcox,  who  had 
m  Banks's  Ford  as  rapidly  as  possible 
[stance  of  General  Barksdale ;  out  ar- 
late  to  take  part  in  the  action.  Gen- 
>x  fell  back  slowly  until  he  reached 
arch,  on  the  plank  road,  about  five 
Fredericksburg. 

ion  of  this  state  of  affairs  in  our  rear 
ched  Chancellorsville,  as  already  stated, 
cLaws,  with  his  three  brigades  and  one 
i  Anderson's,  was  ordered  to  reenforce 
filcox.  He  arrived  at  Salem  Church 
le  afternoon,  where  he  found  General 
line  of  battle,  with  a  large  force  of  the 
osisting,  as  was  reported,  of  one  army 
part  of  another,  under  Major-General 
in  his  front.  The  brigades  of  Kershaw 
rd  were  placed  on  the  right  of  Wilcox, 
rmmes  and  Mahone  on  his  left, 
my's  artillery  played  vigorously  upon 
n  for  some  time,  when  his  infantry  ad- 
three  strong  lines,  the  attack  being 
ainly  against  General  Wilcox,  but  par- 
king the  brigades  on  his  left.  The 
s  met  with  the  utmost  firmness,  and, 
ce  struggle,  the  first  line  was  repulsed 
slaughter.  The  6econd  then  came  for- 
immediately  broke  under  the  close  and 
}  which  it  encountered,  and  the  whole 
in  confusion  to  the  rear.  They  were 
r  the  brigades  of  Wilcox  and  Semmes, 
anced  nearly  a  mile,  when  they  were 
e-form  in  the  presence  of  the  enemy's 
lich  now  appeared  in  large  force.  It 
e  dark,  General  Wilcox  deemed  it  im- 
push  the  attack  with  his  small  num- 
retired  to  his  original  position,  the 
king  no  attempt  to  follow. 
—Doc.  17 


The  next  morning,  General  Early  advanced 
along  the  telegraph  road,  and  recaptured  Marye's 
and  the  adjacent  nills  without  difficulty,  thus  gain- 
ing the  rear  of  the  enemy's  left.  He  then  pro- 
posed to  General  McLaws  that  a  simultaneous 
attack  should  be  made  by  their  respective  com- 
mands, but  the  latter  officer,  not  deeming  his 
force  adequate  to  assail  the  enemy  in  front,  the 
proposition  was  not  carried  into  effect.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  enemy  had  so  strengthened  his 
position  near  Chancellorsville.  that  it  was  deemed 
inexpedient  to  assail  it  with  less  than  our  whole 
force,  which  could  not  be  concentrated  until  we 
were  relieved  from  the  danger  that  menaced  our 
rear.  It  was  accordingly  resolved  still  further  to 
reenforce  the  troops  in  front  of  General  Sedgwick, 
in  order,  if  possible,  to  drive  him  across  the  Rap- 
pahannock. Accordingly,  on  the  fourth,  General 
Anderson  was  directed  to  proceed,  with  his  re- 
maining three  brigades,  to  join  General  McLaws 
—  the  three  divisions  of  Jackson's  corps  holding 
our  position  at  Chancellorsville.  Anderson  reached 
Salem  Church  about  noon,  and  was  directed  to 
gain  the  left  flauk  of  the  enemy  and  effect  a  junc- 
tion with  Early.  McLaws's  troops  were  disposed 
as  on  the  previous  day,  with  orders  to  hold  the 
enemy  in  front,  and  to  push  forward  his  right 
brigades  as  soon  as  the  advance  of  Anderson  and 
Early  should  be  perceived,  so  as  to  connect  with 
them  and  complete  the  continuity  of  our  line.  1 

Some  delay  occurred  in  getting  the  troops  into 
position,  owing  to  the  broken  and  irregular  na- 
ture of  the  ground,  and  the  difficulty  of  ascertain- 
ing the  disposition  of  the  enemy's  forces.  The 
attack  did  not  begin  until  six  P.  M.,  when  Ander- 
son and  Early  moved  forward  and  drove  General 
Sedgwick's  troops  rapidly  before  them  across  the 
plank  road  in  the  direction  of  the  Rappahannock. 
The  speedy  approach  of  darkness  prevented  Gen- 
eral McLaws  from  perceiving  the  success  of  the 
attack  untjjf  the  enemy  began  to  recross  the  river 
a  short  jdistance  below  Banks's  Ford,  where  he 
had  laid  one  of  his  pontoon  bridges.  His  right 
brigades,  under  Kershaw  and  Wofford,  advanced 
through  the  woods  in  the  direction  of  the  firing, 
but  the  retreat  was  so  rapid  that  they  could  only 
join  in  the  pursuit.  A  dense  fog  settled  over  the 
field,  increasing  the  obscurity  and  rendering  great 
caution  necessary  to  avoid  collision  between  our 
own  troops.  Their  movements  were  consequently 
slow.  General  Wilcox,  with  Kershaw's  brigade 
and  two  regiments  of  his  own,  accompanied  by  a 
battery,  proceeded  nearly  to  the  river,  capturing 
a  number  of  prisoners  and  inflicting  great  damage 
upon  the  enemy.  General  McLaws  also  directed 
Colonel  Alexander's  artillery  to  fire  upon  the 
locality  of  the  enemy's  bridge,  w  hich  was  done 
with  good  effect.  The  next  morning  it  was  found 
that  General  Sedgwick  had  made  good  his  escape, 
and  removed  his  bridges.  Fredericksburg  was 
also  evacuated,  and  our  rear  no  longer  threat- 
ened'. But,  as  General  Sedgwick  had  it  in  his 
power  to  recross,  it  was  deemed  best  to  leave 
General  Early  with  his  division  and  Barksdale's 
brigade  to  hold  out  \\ne%  — 
and  Anderson  being  directed  to  x^rtxto  V2aan- 
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cellorsville.  They  reached  their  destination  dur- 
ing the  afternoon,  in  the  midst  of  a  violent  storm, 
which  continued  throughout  the  night  and  most 
of  the  following  day. 

Preparations  were  made  to  assail  the  enemy's 
works  at  daylight  on  the  sixth ;  but,  on  advan- 
cing our  skirmishers,  it  was  found  that,  under 
cover  of  the  storm  and  darkness  of  the  night,  he 
had  retreated  over  the  river.  A  detachment  was 
left  to  guard  the  battle-field  while  the  wounded 
were  being  removed  and  the  captured  property 
collected.  The  rest  of  the  army  returned  to  its 
former  position. 

The  particulars  of  these  operations  will  be 
found  in  the  reports  of  the  several  commanding 
officers,  which  are  herewith  transmitted.  They 
will  show  more  fully  than  my  limits  will  suffer 
me  to  do,  the  dangers  and  difficulties  which, 
under  God's  blessing,  were  surmounted  by  the 
fortitude  and  valor  of  our  army.  The  conduct 
of  the  troops  cannot  be  too  highly  praised.  At- 
tacking largely  superior  numbers,  in  strongly 
intrenched  positions,  their  heroic  courage  over- 
came every  obstacle  of  nature  and  art,  and 
achieved  a  triumph  most  honorable  to  our  arms. 
I  commend  to  the  particular  notice  of  the  depart- 
ment the  brave  officers  and  men  mentioned  by 
their  superiors  for  extraordinary  daring  and 
merit,  whose  names  I  am  unable  to  enumerate 
here.  Among  them  will  be  found  some  who 
have  passed,  by  a  glorious  death,  beyond  the 
reach  of  praise,  out  the  memory  of  whose  virtues 
and  devoted  patriotism  will  ever  be  cherished  by 
their  grateful  countrymen.  The  returns  of  the 
medical  director  will  show  the  extent  of  our  loss, 
which,  from  the  nature  of  the  circumstances  at- 
tending the  engagement,  could  not  be  otherwise 
than  severe.  Many  valuable  officers  and  men 
were  killed  or  wounded  in  the  faithful  discharge 
of  duty.  Among  the  former,  Brigadier-General 
Paxton  fell  while  leading  his  brigade,  with  con- 
spicuous courage,  in  the  assault  on  the  enemy's 
works  at  Chancellorsville.  The  gallant  Brigadier- 
General  Nichols  lost  a  leg;  Brigadier-General 
McGowan  was  severely,  and  Brigadier-Generals 
Heth  and  Pender  were  slightly  wounded  in  the 
same  engagement.  The  latter  officer  led  his 
brigade  to  the  attack  under  a  destructive  fire, 
bearing  the  colors  of  a  regiment  in  his  own  hands, 
up  to  and  over  the  intrenchments,  with  the  most 
distinguished  gallantry.  General  Hoke  received 
a  painful  wound  in  the  action  near  Fredericks- 
burg. The  movement  by  which  .the  enemy's  posi- 
tion was  turned,  and  the  fortune  of  the  day  de- 
cided, was  conducted  by  the  lamented  Lieu  tenant- 
General  Jackson,  who,  as  has  already  been  stated, 
was  severely  wounded  near  the  close  of  the 
engagement  on  Saturday  evening.  I  do  not 
.propose  here  to  speak  of  the  character  of  this 
illustrious  man  since  removed  from  the  scene  of 
his  eminent  usefulness  by  the  hand  of  an  inscru- 
table but  all- wise  Providence.  I  nevertheless  de- 
sire to  pay  the  tribute  of  my  admiration  to  the 
matchless  energy  and  skill  that  marked  this  last 

act  of  his  life,  forming  as  it  did  a  ^rortihy  condw-   „  %— _   4,  _ 

aon  of  that  long  series  of  splendid  ajcnie\emenXa\^^^,        <awax.  tata^l*  \&>  ^SsSk  * 


which  won  for  him  the  lasting  love  and  a 
of  his  country.  Major-General  A.  P.  E 
disabled  soon  after  assuming  command,  1 
not  leave  the  field  until  the  arrival  of 
General  Stuart.  The  latter  officer  ab 
charged  the  difficult  and  responsible  dune 
he  was  thus  unexpectedly  called  to  p 
Assuming  the  command  late  in  the  night 
close  of  a  fierte  engagement  and  in  the  urn 
presence  of  the  enemy,  necessarily  ignora 
great  measure,  of  the  disposition  of  the 
and  of  the  plans  of  those  who  had  preeed 
General  Stuart  exhibited  great  energy,  j 
ness,  and  intelligence.  During  the  oont 
of  the  engagement  the  next  day  he  condot 
operation  on  the  left  with  distinguished  « 
and  vigor,  stimulating  and  cheering  the 
by  the  example  of  his  own  coolness  and 
While  it  is  impossible  to  mention  all  il 
conspicuous  in  the  several  engagements, it 
be  considered  an  invidious  distinction  to 
General  Jackson,  after  he  was  wounded 
pressing  the  satisfaction  he  derived  from 
duct  of  his  whole  command,  commended  U 
ticular  attention  the  services  of  Brigadier 
(now  Major-General)  Rodes  and  his  galL 
ion.  Major-peneral  Early  performed  th 
tant  and  responsible  duty  intrusted  to 
manner  whicn  reflected  credit  upon  him* 
command.  Major-General  R.  H.  And* 
also  distinguished  for  the  promptness, 
and  skill  with  which  he  and  nis  divisior 
every  order ;  and  Brigadier-General  (w 
General)  Wilcox  is  entitled  to  especial 
the  judgment  and  bravery  displayed  in 
the  advance  of  General  Sedgwick  towi 
cellorsville,  and  for  the  gallant  and 
stand  at  Salem  Church.  To  the  s 
efficient  management  of  the  artillery  tl 
ful  issue  of  the  contest  is  in  great  meas 
The  ground  was  not  favorable  for  i 
ment,  but  every  suitable  position  was 
alacrity,  and  the  operations  of  the  inJ 
ported  and  assisted  with  a  spirit  and  c 
second  to  their  own.  It  bore  a  promin 
the  final  assault  which  ended  in  driving 
from  the  field  at  Chancellorsville,  ail 
batteries,  and,  by  a  destructive  enfilad 
his  works,  opened  the  way  for  the  advi 
troops.  Colonels  Crutchfield,  Alexa 
Walker,  and  Lieutenant-Colonels  Bnr 
and  Andrews,  with  the  officers  and  m 
commands,  are  mentioned  as  deservii 
commendation.  The  batteries  under  Gi 
dleton  also  acted  with  great  gallantry, 
airy  of  the  army  at  the  time  of  these 
was  much  reduced.  To  its  vigilance  i 
we  were  indebted  for  timely  inform* 
enemy's  movements  before  the  battle  a 
ceding  his  march  to  Chancellorsville. 
both  flanks  of  the  army  during  the  be 
place,  and  a  portion  of  it,  as  has  be 
stated,  rendered  valuable  service  in  cc 
march  of  Jackson  to  the  enemy's  rear. 
avuWerj  femraraxftfe^  tat  \E&x&rv^  at 
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m  nature  of  the  country  rendered  it  impossible 
the  cavalry  to  do  more.  When  the  enemy's 
mt^trj  passed  the  Rappahannock  at  Kelley's 
l\ordi  his  cavalry,  under  General  tftoncman,  also 
tossed  in  large  force,  and  proceeded  through  Cul- 
leper  county  towards  Oordonsville,  for  the  mir- 
K>M  of  cutting  the  railroads  to  Richmond.  Cen- 
tral. Stuart  had  nothing  to  oppose  to  this  move- 
nent  but  two  regiments  of  Hrigadier-Gcneral 
WT".  H-  F.  Lee's  brigade  —  the  Ninth  and  Thir- 
eenth  Virginia  cavalry.  General  Let-  fell  back 
iefore  the  overwhelming  numbers  of  the  enemy  ; 
mdf  after  holding  the  rail  mud  bridge  over  the 
%apida»  during  the  first  of  May,  burned  the 
xri.ujge  and  retired  to  Oordonsville  at  night.  The 
*ttomy  avoided  Gordonsville,  and  reached  Louisa 
Ppurt -House,  on  the  Central  railroad,  which  he 
Proceeded  to  break  up.  Dividing  his  force,  a  part 
^»  it  also  cut  the  Richmond  and  Fredericksburg 
J*5lToad,  and  a  part  proceeded  to  Columbia,  on 
tJ*®  m  James  River  and  Kanawha  Canal,  with  the 
S2**$5H  of  destroying  the  aqueduct  at  that  place. 
Ape  small  command  of  General  Lee  exerted  itself 
^jM»orously  to  defeat  this  purpose.  The  damage 
to  the  railroads  was  small  and  soon  re- 
RjJ^red,  and  the  canal  was  saved  lVom  injury. 

details  of  his  operations  will  be  found  in  the 
^^ompanying  memorandum,  and  are  creditable 
tJ*  officers  and  men.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  in 
battle  of  Chanccllorsville  and  the  other  en- 
gagements was  severe.  His  dead  and  a  large 
Jjumber  of  wounded  were  left  on  the  field.  About 
*lve  thousand  prisoners,  exclusive  of  the  wounded, 
Vere  taken,  and  thirteen  pieces  of  artillery.  Nine- 
teen thousand  five  hundred  stand  of  arms,  seven- 
teen colors,  and  a  large  quantity  of  ammunition, 
fell  into  our  hands. 

To  the  members  of  my  staff  I  am  greatly  in- 
debted for  assistance  in  observing  the  movements 
of  the  enemy,  posting  troops,  and  conveying 
orders.  On  so  extended  and  varied  a  field"  all 
were  called  into  requisition,  and  all  evinced  tiie 
greatest  energy  and  zeal.  The  medical  director 
of  the  army,  Surgeon  Guild,  with  the  oilicers  of 
his  department,  were  untiring  in  their  attention  to 
the  wounded  Lieutenant-Colonel  Corley,  chief 
quartermaster,  took  charge  of  the  disposition  and 
safety  of  the  trains  of  the  army.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Cole,  chief  commissary  of  its  subsidence, 
and  Lieutenant- Colonel  Baldwin,  chief  of  ord- 
nance, was  everywhere  on  the  field,  attending  to 
the  wants  of  his  department.  General  Chilton, 
chief  of  staff,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Murray,  Major 
Peyton,  and  Captain  Young,  of  the  Adjutant  and 
Inspector  General's  department,  were  active  in 
seeing  to  the  execution  of  orders.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Smith  and  Captain  Johnston,  of  the 
engineers,  in  reconnoitring  the  enemy  and  con- 
structing batteries ;  Colonel  Long,  in  posting 
troops  and  artillery;  Majors  Tavlor,  Talcott. 
Marshall,  and  Venablc  were  engaged  night 
and  day  in  watching  the  operations,  carrying 
orders,  &c. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

R.  R  Lee, 

General. 


RKPORT  OP  M A JOR-G K X E R A L  STUART. 

IlKAlHjrAUTKHS  SK<  OSIl  Culll'S  Ai!MV  OK  ) 

Nourur.KN  ViufiiMA,  Mnyff,  l>fi"J.  \ 

Briijtt'l i.er-<  1  eneral  11.  II.  Chilton,  A.  A.  and  I. 
Iloidquurtcm  Anmj  af  \>irfha  n  Vinjinui  : 

Gi;nj:kal:  1  have  the  honor  to  submit,  in  ad- 
vance of  a  detailed  report,  the  following  narrative 
of  events  connected  with  the  battle  of  the  Wilder- 
ness, Mav  second,  and  of  Chanccllorsville,  May 
third,  and  events  following : 

ThU  corps,  under  its  immortal  leader,  Lieuten- 
ant-General  Jackson,  attacked  the  enemy  on  his 
right,  turning  his  right  Hank  by  the  turnpike  road 
at  Melzie  Chancellor's,  two  miles  above  Chanccl- 
lorsville, making  the  attack  late  in  the  evening, 
after  an  arduous  and  necessarily  circuitous  inarch 
from  the  plank  road,  two  miles  below  Cliancel- 
lorsville.  The  enemy  had  a  line  position,  and  if 
time  had  been  given  him  to  recover  from  his  first 
surprise,  and  mass  troop*  on  that  front,  it  would 
have  been  a  difficult  task  to  dislodge  them ;  but 
Jackson's  entire  corps,  both  when  marching  and 
when  in  position,  had  been  purposely  screened 
from  view  by  the  cavalry  of  Fitz  Lee's  brigade  — 
an  important  duty,  which  he  performed  with  great 
skill  and  address.  The  attack  \vas  thus,  in  a 
measure,  a  surprise.  The  enemy's  line  of  in- 
trench me nts  was  earned,  and  his  legions  driven 
in  confusion  from  the  field.  It  was  already  dark 
when  1  sought  General  Jackson,  and  proposed,  as 
there  appeared  nothing  else  for  me  to  do,  to  lake 
some  cavalry  and  infantry  over  and  hold  the  Fly's 
Ford.  He  approved  the  proposition,  and  I  had 
already  gained  the  heights  overlooking  the  ford, 
where  was  a  large  number  of  camp-fires,  when 
Captain  Adams,  of  General  A.  F.  Hill's  staff, 
reached  me  post  haste,  and  informed  me  of  the 
sad  calamities  which  for  the  time  deprived  the 
troops  of  the  leadership  of  both  Jackson  and  Hill, 
and  the  urgent  demand  for  me  to  come  and  take 
command  as  quickly  as  possible.  I  rode  with  ra- 
pidity back  five  miles,  determined  to  press  the 
pursuit  already  so  gloriously  begun.  General 
Jackson  had  gone  to  the  rear,  but  General  A.  F. 
Hill  was  still  on  the  ground,  and  formally  turned 
over  the  command  to  me.  I  sent  also  a  staff  offi- 
cer to  General  Jackson,  to  inform  him  that  I 
would  cheerfully  carry  out  any  instructions  he 
would  gi\e,i.nd  proceeded  immediately  to  the  front, 
which  1  reached  at  ten  P.  M.  I  found,  upon  reach- 
ing it,  A.  F.  Hill's  division  in  front,  under  lleth, 
with  Lane's,  McGowan's,  Archers,  and  Ruth's 
brigades  on  the  right  of  the  road,  within  half  a 
mile  of  Chanccllorsville,  near  the  apex  of  the 
ridge,  and  Fender's  and  Thomas's  on  the  left.  I 
found  that  the  enemy  had  made  an  attack  on  our 
right  Hank,  but  were  repulsed.  The  fact,  how- 
ever, that  the  attack  was  made,  and  at  night, 
made  me  apprehensive  of  a  repetition  of  it,  and 
necessitated  throwing  back  the  right,  wing  so  as 
to  meet  it.  I  was  also  informed  that  there  was 
much  confusion  on  the  right,  owing  to  the  fact 
that  .-ome  troops  mistook  £r\e\v\*  fox  \\\vi 
and  fired  upon  them.  Tv\\vjvi\\\£  \\\aX  \*\\  wtarox&fc 
under  such  circumstance*  vjowVI  \wi  islVkkw^JJ 


±  lie  vuiuiuiuiuiiJK  vjreucroi  woo  wiui  cue  ngub  wui^ 

vof  the  army,  with  which  I  had  no  communication, 
except  by  a  very  circuitous  and  uncertain  route. 
I  nevertheless  sent  a  despatch  to  inform  him  of 
the  state  of  affairs,  and  rode  around  the  lines, 
restoring  order,  imposing  silence,  and  making 
arrangements  for  the  attack  early  next  day.  I 
sent  Colonel  E.  P.  Alexander,  senior  officer  of 
artillery,  to  select  and  occupy  with  artillery  posi- 
tions along  the  line  bearing  upon  the  enemy's  po- 
sition, with  which  duty  he  was  engaged  all  night. 
At  early  dawn  Trimble's  division  composed  the 
second  line,  and  Rodes's  division  the  third.  The 
latter  had  his  rations  on  the  spot,  and  as  his  men 
were  entirely  without  food,  was  extremely  anxious 
to  issue.  I  was  disposed  to  wait  a  short  time  for 
this  purpose ;  but  when,  as  preliminary  to  an  at- 
tack, I  ordered  the  right  of  the  first  line  to  swing 
around,  and  come  perpendicular  to  the  road,  the 
order  was  misunderstood  for  an  order  to  attack, 
and  that  part  of  the  line  became  engaged.  I  or- 
dered the  whole  line  to  advance,  and  the  second 
and  third  lines  to  follow.  As  the  sun  lifted  the 
mist  that  shrouded  the  field,  it  was  discovered 
that  the  ridge  on  the  extreme  right  was  a  fine 
position  for  concentrating  artillery.  I  immedi- 
ately ordered  thirty  pieces  to  that  point,  and  under 
the  nappy  effects  of  the  battalion  svstcm,  it  was 
done  quickly.  The  effect  of  this  nrc  upon  the 
enemy's  batteries  was  superb.  In  the  mean  time 
the  enemy  was  pressing  our  left  with  infantry,  and 
all  the  reinforcements  I  could  obtain  were  sent 
there.  Colquitt's  brigade,  of  Trimble's  division, 
ordered  first  to  the  right,  was  directed  to  the  left 
to  support  Pender.  Iverson's  brigade,  of  the  sec- 
ond line,  was  also  engaged  there,  and  the  three 
lines  were  more  or  less  merged  into  one  line  of 
battle,  and  reported  hard  pressed.  Urgent  re- 
quests were  sent  for  reinforcements,  and  notices 
that  the  troops  were  out  of  ammunition,  &c.  I 
ordered  that  the  ground  must  be  held  at  all  haz- 
ards ;  if  necessary,  with  the  bayonet.  About  this 
time,  also,  our  right  connected  with  Anderson's 
left,  relieving  all  anxiety  on  that  subject.  I  was 
now  anxious  to  mass  infantry  on  the  left,  to  push 
the  enemy  there,  and  sent  every  available  regiment 
to  that  point  About  eight  o'clock  a.  m.  the  works 
of  the  enemy  directly  in  front  of  our  right  were 
stormed ;  but  the  enemy's  forces  retiring  from  the 
line  facing  Anderson,  which  our  batteries  enfi- 
laded, caused  our  troops  to  abandon  these  works, 
the  enemy  coming  in  tneir  rear.  It  was  stormed 
a  second  time,  when  I  discovered  the  enemy  mak- 
ing a  flank  movement  to  the  left  of  the  road  for 
the  purpose  of  dislodging  our  forces,  and  has- 
tened to  change  the  front  of  a  portion  of  our  line 
to  meet  this  attack ;  but  the  shortness  of  the  time 
and  the  deafening  roar  of  artillery  prevented  the 
execution  of  this  movement,  and  our  line  again 
retired.   The  third  time  it  was  taken,  I  made  dis 
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lorsville.  In  this  hotly-contested  battk 
my  had  strong  works  on  each  side  oft 
those  on  the  commanding  ridge  being  ot 
fended  by  artillery.  The  night,  also,  i 
him  time  to  mass  his  troops  to  meet  Urn 
bqt  the  desperate  valor  of  Jackson's  cor 
came  every  obstacle,  and  drove  the  ens 
new  line  of  defence,  which  his  engineer! 
structed  in  his  rear,  ready  for  oecupatw 
intersection  of  the  Ely's  ford  and  Unite 
Ford  roads.  General  Anderson's  divisb 
right  wing  arrived  upon  the  field,  comp 
fresh.  I  set  about  re-forming  my  comnu 
a  view  to  a  renewal  of  the  attack,  when  1 
manding  General  received  intelligence  t 
enemy  had  crossed  at  Fredericksburg,  u 
Marye's  hill.  An  Aid-de-camp  of  Gem 
wick,  captured  by  Colonel  "W  ickham'ii 
on  the  right,  near  Banks's  Ford,  repoi 
corps,  under  command  of  Sedgwick.  Ti 
manding  General  decided  to  hold  Hookef 
as  he  was,  in  his  works,  with  Jackson's  eo 
detach  enough  of  other  forces  to  turn  o 
wick.  The  success  of  this  strategy  easl 
again  to  concentrate,  to  force  Hooker's  | 
and  arrangements  were  made  for  attack  1 
corps  on  the  morning  of  the  sixth,  (Wedi 
but  before  it  was  begun  our  skinnishe 
the  enemy's  works  abandoned,  and,  pre* 
ward  to  the  river,  captured  many  prison* 
enemy  had  another  work  two  miles  in  n 
other,  which  was  also  abandoned.  This 
country  is  known  as  "  The  Wilderness, 
pursuit  in  such  a  country  is  an  imp 
where  the  enemy  takes  care  to  leave  his 
yond  the  Rappahannock,  and  avails  1 
ne  does,  of  the  appliances  of  art,  labor, 
ural  obstacles  to  delay  his  pursuers.  I 
tie,  in  which  the  enemy's  main  force  wa 
in  chosen  positions,  he  was  driven  eni 
the  field,  and  finally  fled  across  the  ri 
troops  behaved  with  the  greatest  herois 
I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  coi 
General  to  the  fact  that  I  was  called  to 
mand  at  ten  o'clock  at  night,  on  the  b 
of  the  corps  tfarmit  led  so  long  by  the 
Jackson,  in  the  midst  of  a  night  attack 
the  enemv,  without  any  knowledge  of  tl 
the  position  of  our  forces,  or  the  plan 
pursued,  and  without  an  officer  left  in 
above  the  rank  of  Brigadier-Genera 
these  disadvantages  the  attack  was  re 
next  morning,  and  prosecuted  to  a 
issue.  Major-General  A.  P.  Hill,  wh 
misfortune  to  be  wounded  soon  after 
mand  devolved  upon  him,  remained  net 
next  day  notwithstanding  his  wound, 
I  was  very  grateful,  for  circumstances  t 
arisen  making  his  presence  necessary. 
To  the  eenerals  of  divisions  and  brig 


position  of  a  portion  of  Ramseur'a  brigade  to  \rco   _^ 

tect  the  left  Sank.  Artillery  was  pushed  forw&T&V  gteafts  Vsa^Va^.  t«t  VSaa  tsaouen 
to  the  crest,  sharpshooters  were  posted  in  aAiousex  wasi  wrpgott  *c&atta&.     ti&Vs  \» 
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>f  their  ability.  The  field  officers  and 
!  hope  to  particularize  hereafter  in  a  de- 
port, when  the  data  is  collected,  as  well  as 
specially  the  various  officers  serving  on 
with  mnrked  distinction  during  the  day. 
red  under  great  disadvantages  in  having 
General  Jackson's  staff  with  me  until  after 
>n  began,  and  then  only  Major  A.  S.  Pen- 
«rho,  however,  behaved  with  great  heroism 
dency  when  he  did  join  mer 
oases  were  heavy;  the  enemy's  heavier, 
lay's  battle  Brigadier-Generals  Ramseur, 
ad  McGowan  were  wounded,  and  Paxton 
Heth  and  Ramseur,  though  painfully 
d,  persisted  in  retaining  command  to  the 
the  fight.  Their  heroic  conduct  will  be 
f  mentioned  in  the  report  proper.  The 
es  of  the  corps  I  have  not  the  means  of 
g,  as,  before  the  returns  were  completed,  I 
shed  the  command  to  Major-General  A. 
,  in  pursuance  to  the  orders  of  the  com- 
g  General ;  but  the  division  and  brigade 
nders  were  ordered  to  submit,  through  me, 
•ports  of  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville. 
cavalry  was  well  managed  by  Brigadier- 

I  Fits  Lee,  who  seized  Ely's  Ford,  and 
e  road  to  within  two  miles  of  Chancellors- 
riving  the  enemy's  cavalry  from  the  former 

His  men,  without  rations  or  forage,  dis- 
a  heroism  rarely  met  with  under  any  cir- 
nces ;  and,  guarding  the  two  flanks,  accom- 
.  an  indispensable  part  of  the  great  success 
Sod  vouchsafed  to  us. 
re  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  B.  Stuart, 

Major-General,  commanding. 
)RT  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  A.  P.  HILL. 

Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps,  ( 
May  8,  1803.  j 

W.  H.  Taylor,  A.  A.  O. : 
)R:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
very  imperfect  sketch  of  our  operations 
le  time  we  left  Fredericksburg  to  the  re- 
5  of  the  Rappahannock  by  the  enemy, 
■ps  of  General  Jackson,  save  Early's  divis- 
t  our  lines  at  Hamilton's  Crossing  at  dawn 

morning  of  Friday,  the  first  of  May. 
i  division,  A.  P.  Hill  s  division,  and  Trim- 
vision,  under  Colston,  arriving  within  four 
of  Chancellorsville,  line  of  battle  was 
— Rodes  in  advance,  Hill  supporting,  and 
i  in  reserve.    The  enemy  were  then  rapidly 

back  into  Chancellorsville.  Saturday 
g  Rodes's,  Colston's,  and  Hill's  divisions 
;d  by  General  Jackson  on  the  enemy's 
id  rear,  crossing  the  two  plank  roads,  and 
•  into  the  turnpike ;  the  artillery  of  the 
under  Colonel  Crutchfield,  accompanying. 
Lack  was  made  about  six  p.  m.  —  Rodes's 
i  and  some  artillery  in  advance ;  Colston 

II  supporting.  The  attack  of  Rodes  was 
ith  jpeat  energ}'..  The  enemy  were  driven 
»  miles,  and  into  his  works  at  Chancellors- 
ith  the  lows  of  ten  pieces  of  artillery  and 


many  prisoners.  This  was  about  nine  P.  M.,  and 
General  Jackson  directed  General  Hill  to  take 
charge  of  the  pursuit  Whilst  Lane's  brigade 
was  forming  its  lines  for  advancing  and  throwing 
out  his  skirmishers  General  Jackson  was  wounded. 
The  .enemy  then  made  an  attempt  to  retake  their 
rifle-pits  immediately  fronting  Chancellorsville, 
but  were  handsomely  driven  back  by  Colonel 
Mallory,  Fifty-fifth  Virginia,  Heth's  brigade.  The 
enemy  during  this  time  had  concentrated  a  most 
terrible  fire  of  artillery  on  the  head  of  Hill's  divis- 
ion from  thirty-two  pieces  of  artillery.  General 
Hill  was  disabled  during  this  fire.  General 
Stuart  was  sent  for,  and  the  command  of  the 
corps  turned  over  to  him. 

It  was  thought  best,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances, not  to  push  the  pursuit  any  farther  that 
night.  Next  morning  all  the  artillery  which  could 
be  put  in  position  having  been  brought  up,  the 
infantry  in  three  lines,  —  Colston,  Hill,  (now 
Heth's,)  and  .Rodes,  —  General  Stuart  renewed 
the  attack  about  dawn.  The  enerny  were  gallantly 
charged.  The  combat  was  furious.  Colston's 
division  having  became  somewhat  broken  and 
disordered,  Heth  took  the  advance  —  Archer  on 
the  extreme  right,  endeavoring  to  connect  with 
Anderson,  and  Pender,  with  two  brigades  of  this 
division,  on  the  left  of  the  road.  The  enemy 
were  again  charged,  and  twice  were  his  works 
taken  and  twice  relinquished.  Rodes's  division 
came  up  to  the  support ;  and  after  some  tremen- 
dous fighting  —  all  three  divisions  being  engaged 
—  the  enemy  were  driven  out,  and  his  works  oc- 
cupied about  ten  o'clock.  Archer's  brigade  cap- 
tured four  guns ;  and  Brigadier-General  William 
Hays  was  captured  by  Pender's  brigade.  Ram- 
seur's  brigade,  under  his  gallant  leadership,  was 
conspicuous  throughout  the  three  days'  fighting. 

Our  lines  were  again  formed,  covenng  the 
roads  leading  to  the  United  States  Ford.  Pen- 
der, with  four  brigades  on  the  left,  Rodes  in  the 
centre,  and  Colston,  with  three  brigades  on  the 
right ;  Heth,  with  three  brigades,  was  sent  to  re- 
lieve Anderson.  We  held  this  position  during 
Sunday  and  Monday,  whilst  Anderson  and  Mc- 
Laws  were  detached  to  drive  back  General  Sedg- 
wick. Several  advances  of  the  enemy's  skirmish- 
ers were  repulsed ;  and  he  occasionally  opened  a 
heavy  fire  of  artillery.  Sedgwick  having  been 
demolished,  the  enemy  recrossed  on  luesday 
night. 

Major-General  Stuart  is  deserving  of  great  com- 
mendation for  his  admirable  management  of  the 
troops.  Called  suddenly,  late  at  night,  to  a  new 
sphere  of  action,  and  entirely  ignorant  of  the  posi- 
tion of  the  brigades,  with  indomitable  energy  he 
surmounted  all  difficulties  and  achieved  a  glorious 
result.  Brigadier-General  Rodes  distinguished 
himself  much,  and  won  a  proud  name  for  himself 
and  his  division.  Generals  Heth,  Pender,  and 
Ramseur  contributed  greatly  to  the  success  of 
our  arms.  Much  is  due  the  artillery.  Colonels 
Crutchfield,  Brown,  Walker,  and  Alexander  de- 
serve special  mention.        Uta^ctfvriis , 
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REPORT  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  ANDERSON. 

HEADQUARTKUS  ANDERSON'S  DIVISION,  > 

Near  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  June  6, 18<W.  \ 

Brigadiei'- General  JR.  II.  Chilton,  Assistant- 
Adjutant  and  Inspector-General,  and  Chief  of 
Staff,  A.  N.  V.  : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  operations  of  the  division 
under  my  command  during  the  late  engagements 
along  the  Rappahannock : 

Before  the  twenty-ninth  of  April  the  brigades 
were  posted  as  follows  :  Mahone's  and  Posey's  at 
United  States  Ford,  Wilcox's  at  Banks's  Ford, 
Perry's  near  the  old  mine  road,  about  three  miles 
west  of  Fredericksburg,  and  Wright's  at  Massa- 
ponax  Church. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-sixth  of  April, 
when  the  enemy  crossed  the  river  at  the  mouth 
of  Deep  Run,  Wright's  brigade  was  brought  up 
from  Massaponax  Church,  and  placed  to  the  left 
and  rear  of  Major-General  Early's  position. 
Later  in  the  day  it  was  ordered  to  take  post  near 
Perry's  brigade,  and  at  dark  the  latter  was  moved 
to  the  river  to  relieve  such  of  the  troops  of  Mc- 
Laws's  division  as  were  on  duty  above  Fredericks- 
burg and  opposite  Falmouth.  About  nine  o'clock 
P.  M.,  the  same  day,  I  received  orders  from  the 
commanding  General  to  repair  to  Chaiicellorsville, 
and  to  make  such  a  disposition  of  the  two  brigades 
(Mahone's  and  Posey's)  which  had  been  posted 
at  United  States  Ford,  a*  to  check  the  advance 
of  the  enemy  who  had  crossed  the  Rappahannock 
at  the  fords  above  the  Rapidan,  and  were  ap- 
proaching Ely's  and  Germana  Fords  on  the  latter 
river.  I  proceeded  to  obey  these  directions,  and 
ordered  Brigadier-General  Wright  to  move  his 
brigade  to  Chaiicellorsville.  Upon  arriving  at 
ChancellorsviUe  at  midnight,  I  found  that  Briga- 
dier-General Mahone  had  already  occupied  that 
place  with  the  troops  from  the  United  States 
Ford,  having  left  a  regiment  from  his  own  and 
five  companies  of  the  Ninth  Mississippi  regiment 
from  Posey's  brigade,  to  hold  the  ford  as  long  as 
possible.  I  learned  also  that  the  enemy  had 
crossed  the  Rapidan  at  Ely's  and  Germana  Fords, 
capturing,  after  a  very  obstinate  resistance,  the 
greater  part  of  a  working  party  and  picket  which 
had  been  stationed  at  the  latter  place.  After 
consultation  with  Brigadier-Generals  Mahone  and 
Posey,  and  an  examination  of  the  position  at 
ChancellorsviUe,  I  decided  upon  falling  back  from 
that  place  to  the  point  on  the  plank  road  at 
which  the  old  mine  road  crosses  it ;  and  this  was 
done  early  on  the  morning  of  the  thirtieth  of 
April  —  Wright's  brigade,  which  had  arrived  at 
daylight,  and  the  force  which  had  been  left  at 
United  States  Ford,  being  withdrawn  at  the  same 
time.  Wright's  and  Posey's  brigades  retired 
from  ChancellorsviUe  by  the  plank  road  and 
Mahone's  by  the  old  turnpike.  Whilst  they 
were  moving  off,  and  before  the  pickets  had  been 
called  in,  the  cavalry  of  the  enemy,  under  cover 
of  fog  and  rain,  dashed  upon  the  picket  on  the 
Ely's  Ford  road,  and  captured  a  part  of  erne 
company.    They  subsequently  attacked  the  xear 


guard  of  Mahone's  brigade,  but  were  »e 
Iv  repulsed  that  we  were  no  further  i 
them  during  the  movement.  Upon  i 
the  intersection  of  the  old  mine  and  plank  n 
I  met  Colonel  W.  P.  Smith,  chief  engineer,  ssjl 
Northern  Virginia,  and  Captain  Johnston,  of  ||  J 
engineer  corps,  who  had  been  sent  by  thecal 
manding  General  to  examine  the  positing] 
establish  the  line  of  intrenchments.  Hess}.! 
of  intrenching  was  commenced  immediately  All 
the  line  had  been  selected,  and  wascooMl 


with  great  diligence  and  activity  throughout  fa 
day,  the  night  following,  and  the  early  ptrti*fc 
next  morning.  During  the  day  there  woes* 
sional  skirmishes  with  the  enemy's  canity  ril 
had  followed  from  ChancellorsviUe.  In  the  sift 
noon,  Colonel  Owens,  commanding  the  TM 
regiment  Virginia  cavalry,  joined  me  i&i 
regiment,  and  threw  out  pickets  to  the  frostsi 
upon  each  flank. 

A  little  before  sunrise  on  the  first  ot  If 
Major-General  McLaws  having  come  upiilkk 
division,  strengthened  the  force  immedaidjl 
front,  and  secured  our  right  flank  by  ocaim* 
the  trenches  along  Motte  Run.    At  eight  oai 
A.  M.,  Licutenant-General  Jackson  arrived.  Ij 
his  orders  the  work  on  the  trenches  was  £ns> 
tinued,  and  the  troops  were  put  in  readineaii 
an  advance.     Wilcox's  and  Perry's  brinis, 
which  had  been  left  above  Frederick&bnr&usf 
at  the  same  time  ordered  to  join  their  dfrw& 
The  advance  commenced  at  eleven  o'clock  Ll 
Mahone's  brigade  with  Jordan's  battery  of  Alffr 
der's  battalion  leading  the  movement  on  theoli 
turnpike,  and  Wright's  and   Posey's  brigita, 
with  the  other  batteries  of  Alexander's  battalia, 
leading  on  the  plank  road.     Colonel  OvetA 
regiment  of  cavalry  was  employed  in  leconwi' 
tring  these  roads  and  others  diverging  from  the* 
When  the  troops  on  the  plank  road  had  adryced 
about  two  miles,  the  enemy  was  discovered  i 
considerable  force.   They  opened  on  us  with* 
tillcry,  and  seemed  determined  to  resist  our  far- 
ther progress.    Brigadier-General  Wright 
directed  to  follow,  with  his  brigade,  the  line  of  the 
unfinished  Fredericksburg  and  Gordonsville  rail- 
road, to  threaten  their  right,  and  to  compel  them 
to  fall  back.   This  was  executed  with  spirit  ani 
rapidity,  and  the  enemy  fell  back  with  precipita- 
tion before  our  advance,  which  was  resumed  won 
afterwards.   General  Wright  continued  to  follow 
the  line  of  the  railroad  without  opposition  until 
he  arrived  at  the  Catharine  or  Wellford's  fur- 
nace, where  he  had  a  sharp  encounter  with  a 
superior  force  of  the  enemy.     Darkness  put  a 
stop  to  this  conflict  without  any  decided  result* 
having  been  attained,  and  at  ten  o'clock  at  nighl 
in  obedience  to  orders  from  Lieutenant-General 
Jackson,  he  returned  to  the  plank  road,  along 
which  Posey's  brigade  had,  in  the  mean  time,  ad- 
vanced to  within  a  short  distance  of  the  enemy's 
intrenchments  around  Chancellorsville.  Mahone'* 
brigade,  in  like  manner,  fought  its  way  along  the 
old  turnpike  to  a  point  about  one  mile  from 
CYvfe\iceYLro%Vd\fe.  Wilcox's  and  Perry's  brigades 
m  tomvu^M^  toyed  ^Tft&en£sjtaa^k\ttnt  Wtw  di- 
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to  follow  the  old  turnpike,  and  during  the 
.  _ioon  had  cooperated  with  McLaws's  division, 
little  before  daylight,  on  the  second  of  May, 
Pilco^c's  brigade  was  ordered  to  resume  the  posi- 
po  at  Bank's  Ford  from  which  it  had  been  with- 

~MTMx&  night  of  the  first  and  morning  of  the  sec- 
nd  of  May  passed  quickly.  At  seven  o'clock 
•  J?osey's  brigade  moved  a  little  to  the  rear  of 

liuc  of  "battle,  having  been  relieved  by  that  of 
VijKaclier-General  Thomas. 

WTien  Lieutenant-Gencral  Jackson's  command 
*°ved  agaiust  the  enemy's  right,  the  position  im- 
^■•<li.5Vfcely  on  the  left  of  the  plank  road,  which  had 
tield  by  a  part  of  his  troops,  was  taken  by 
^■"gilt's  brigade.    At  midday  the  enemy  ap- 
in  some  force  at  the  furnace.  Posey's 
~^*<S^cIe  was  sent  to  dislodge  him,  and  was  soon 
r**jB>«Hged  *n  a  warm  skirmish  with  him.    The  in- 
S^^iug  numbers  of  the  enemy  made  it  necessary 
5^ 5*°ve  Wright's  brigade  to  the  support  of  Posey's, 
^Mahone's  was  at  the  same  time  moved  over 
^5***  the  old  turnpike  to  the  position  just  left  by 
eight's.    Posey's  brigade  gallantly  maintained 
position  against  ^reat  odds,  and  checked  the 
^*atner  advance  of  tne  enemy.    Pern's  brigade 
Jtafaed  me  at  dark.    During  the  night,  Posey's 
^*ttade  constructed  a  line  of  breastworks. 
AAt  daylight,  on  the  third,  Perry's  brigade  was 
Erected  to  gain  the  Catharpin  road,  and  move 
towards  the  furnace.    At  sunrise,  when  it  was 
Supposed  that  General  Perry  had  time  to  reach  the 
Yicinity  of  the  furnace,  General  Posey's  skirmish- 
ers were  pushed  forward  towards  it,  and  it  was 
discovered  that  the  enemy  had  retired. 

Soon  afterwards,  in  obedience  to  the  directions 
of  the  commanding  General,  my  whole  force  was 
advanced  towards  Chancellorsville.  Mahone's 
brigade  having  its  right  on  the  plank  road,  and 
Wright's,  Posey's,  and  Perry's  successfully  form- 
ing a  line  of  battle  on  the  left  of,  and  nearly  per- 
pendicular to,  that  portion  of  the  plank  road  be- 
tween us  and  Chancellorsville.  The  troops  pressed 
forward  with  spirited  impetuosity,  and  with  as 
much  rapidity  as  was  permitted  by  the  dense 
thickets  and  tangled  abatis  through  which  they 
were  obliged  to  force  their  way.  After  a  short 
and  sharp  encounter  they  drove  the  enemy  from 
his  iutrenchments.  Wright's  brigade  was  the 
first  to  reach  Cbancellomillc,  at  which  pluce  it 
captured  a  large  number  of  prisoners.  The  other 
brigades  coming  up  immediately  afterwards,  the 
division  was  placed  in  line  along  the  old  turnpike 
to  the  east  of  Chancellorsville.  A  little  after  mid- 
day Mahone's  brigade  was  detached,  by  order  of 
the  commanding  General,  to  operate  with  Mc- 
Laws's division  against  the  enemy,  who  were  then 
reported  to  be  moving  from  Fredericksburg  up 
the  plank  road.  At  four  o'clock  iu  the  after- 
noon I  proceeded,  in  obedience  to  instructions, 
with  Wright's,  Perry's,  and  Posey's  brigades,  to 
the  river  road,  below  United  States  Ford,  to 
watch  that  road,  and  to  threaten  the  enemy's  com- 
munications and  his  line  of  retreat  from  Chancel- 
lorsville. Major  Hardaway,  with  fourteen  pieces 
of  rifle  artillery,  was  attached  to  my  command. 


Upon  arriving  at  the  river  road  I  found  the  en- 
emy strongly  posted  on  Mine  Run ;  and  when  I 
had  completed  a  reconnoissancc  of  his  position  it 
was  too  late  to  effect  anything  that  evening.  Cap- 
tain Johnston,  of  the  engineer  corps,  who  accom- 
panied me,  having  discovered  large  parks  of  the 
enemy's  wagons,  and  the  camps  of  some  of  his 
troops,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  Major 
Hardaway  was  directed  to  post  his  guns  at  day- 
break on  the  fourth  at  a  point  indicated  by  Cap- 
tain Johnston,  and  to  open  a  hot  fire  upon  the 
parks  and  camps.  This  was  executed  as  directed, 
and  I  believe  with  good  effect.  Soon  afterwards 
our  skirmishers  were  pushed  forward,  with  orders 
to  drive  back  those  of  the  enemy,  and  to  discover 
his  position  and  strength.  This  was  accomplished 
without  delay,  the  enemy  being  found  in  force, 
fortifying  a  high  ridge  between  Mine  Hun  and 
the  road  connecting  United  States  Ford  and 
Chancellorsville.  Just  at  this  time  I  received 
orders  to  march  with  my  division  towards  Fred- 
ericksburg, and  report  to  Major  General  McLaws, 
at  Salem  Church,  on  the  plank  road,  being  re- 
lieved from  duty  at  this  point  b)"  General  Ifeth's 
command.  I  arrived  at  Salem  Church  with  my 
command  at  eleven  o'clock  A.  M.,  and  reported,  as 
directed,  to  Major-General  McLaws.  At  twelve 
o'clock  M.,  in  obedience  to  the  directions  of  the 
commanding  General,  my  division  was  placed  in 
line  of  battle  on  the  left  of  Major-General  Ear- 
ly's, which  was  occupying  Marye's  hill  and  the 
heights  extending  west  from  Fredericksburg, 
The  general  direction  of  the  enemy's  line  was 
parallel  with  the  plank  road.  At  six  o'clock  l\  M., 
the  signal  to  advance  being  given,  Early's  division 
and  my  own  marched  rapidly  upon  the  enemy's 
position,  and  drove  him  from  it  without  much 
trouble,  meeting  with  but  slight  resistance. 
Wright's  brigade  advanced  with  great  intrepidity 
across  a  wheat  field,  under  a  hot  fire  of  grape,  ' 
and  drove  one  of  the  enemy's  batteries  from  its 

1)osition.  The  enemy  retreated  towards  Banks's 
Ford,  and  was  followed  closely  as  long  as  there 
was  light  enough  to  continue  the  pursuit.  At 
daylight  on  the  fifth,  reconnoitring  parties  dis- 
covered that  he  had  disappeared  from  our  side 
of  the  river.  At  four  o'clock  l\  M.  I  received  or- 
ders to  return  with  my  command  to  the  vicinity 
of  Chancellorsville ;  and  at  dark  I  halted  the 
head  of  the  column  one  mile  from  that  place;  . 
Wilcox's  and  Wright's  brigades  lying  in  bivouac 
on  the  Catharine  road,  Mahone's,  Perry's,  and 
Posey's  on  the  plank  road.  At  eight  o'clock  A.  M., 
on  the  sixth,  the  division  was  moved  forward  to 
a  position  at  the  junction  of  the  Ely's  Ford  and 
United  States  Ford  roads.  At  eleven  o'clock  a.  m., 
in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  commanding 
General,  I  marched  towards  Fredericksburg,  ana 
in  the  afternoon  returned  to  the  position  which 
had  been  occupied  by  the  division  previous  to 
these  operations.  Wilcox's  and  Mahone's  bri- 
gades, after  being  detached  from  my  command, 
participated  in  the  fight  at  Salem  Church.  I  can- 
not too  highly  commend  the  gallant  conduct  of 
the.  division  which  I  \\a<\  \\\vi  tjxA 
fortune  to  command.   'NYYieTC  ^  ^xtat\\&\ta£s. 
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duty  with  so  much  zeal  and  courage  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  make  a  distinction,  but  Brigadier- 
General  Posey,  and  his  brave,  untiring,  persever- 
ing Mississippians,  seem  to  me  to  deserve  especial 
notice.  Their  steadiness  at  the  furnace,  on  Sat- 
urday evening,  when  pressed  by  greatly  superior 
numbers,  saved  our  army  from  great  peril,  whilst 
their  chivalrous  charge  upon  the  trencnes  on  Sun- 
day, contributed  largely  to  the  successes  of  that 
day.  After  three  days  and  nights  of  incessant 
occupation,  Saturday  night  was  again  passed  by 
them  in  hard  work  upon  intrenchments  in  front 
of  the  furnace,  whilst  the  others  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  take  some  rest.  But  it  would  be  doing 
injustice  to  Brigadier-General  Wilcox  to  pass  un- 
noticed his  own  gallant  conduct,  and  that  of  his 
troops,  at  Salem  Church,  where  they  bore  almost 
the  whole  brunt  of  the  enemy's  onset,  and  suc- 
cessfully repelled  it.  To  Brigadier-General  Ma- 
hone,  to  omit  to  mention  his  bold,  skilled,  and 
successful  management,  so  well  seconded  by  his 
brave  Virginians;  to  Brigadier-General  Wright 
and  his  high-spirited,  fearless  Georgians,  whose 
attack  at  the  furnace,  on  the  evening  of  the  first, 
and  whose  unflinching  advance  against  the  ene- 
my's guns,  under  a  heavy  fire  of  grape,  on  the 
evening  of  the  fourth,  excited  the  admiration  of 
all  who  saw  them;  and  to  Brigadier-General 
Perry  and  his  heroic  little  band  of  Floridians,  who 
showed  a  courage  as  intrepid  as  that  of  any  others 
in  their  assault  upon  the  enemy,  in  his  intrench- 
ments, on  the  third,  and  in  their  subsequent  ad- 
vance upon  Chancellorsville.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Garnett  and  Majors  Hardaway  and  Richardson, 
commanders  of  artillery,  distinguished  themselves 
by  their  activity,  skill,  and  courage.  I  beg  leave, 
also,  to  mention  the  meritorious  services  and  gen- 
eral good  conduct  of  the  members  of  my  staff,  Ma- 
jors T.  S.  Mills  and  R.  P.  Duncan,  assistant  adju- 
tant and  inspector-generals,  Lieutenants  Wm. 
Mc Willie  and  S.  D.  Shannon,  aids-de-camp,  and 
Messrs.  R.  D.  Spaun,  James  G.  Spaun,  and 
E.  J.  Means,  volunteer  aids-de-camp.  Captain 
E.  N.  Thurston,  ordnance  officer:  Surgeons 
G.  McF.  Gaston  and  H.  D.  Feasee ;  Major 
J.  A.  Johnston,  chief  quartermaster,  and  Major 
Wm.  C.  Wingfield,  chief  commissary  of  the  di- 
vision, rendered  valuable  services  by  their  careful 
and  unremitting  attention  to  their  duties.  The 
reports  of  the  brigade  and  artillery  battalion  com- 
manders are  herewith  respectfully  submitted.  The 
loss  of  the  division  in  these  operations  was,  killed, 
one  hundred  and  eighty-six,  wounded,  one  thou- 
sand and  forty-nine,  missing,  two  hundred  and 
ten ;  total,  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty- 
five.        I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  Anderson, 

Major-General,  commanding  Division. 

BEPOKT  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  McLAWS. 

Headquarters  Division,  May  10,  1863. 
Major  Taylor,  A.  A.  O. : 

Major:  On  the  first  of  May,  instant,  at  twelve 


headquarters,  —  the  brigade  of  General  Bub. 
dale  remaining  in  Fredericksburg  and  nanfe,-  j 
and  by  six  o'clock  in  the  morning  were  in  poo* 
behind  the  rifle-pits  about  Smith's  hill,  tod  a*  , 
tending  to  the  right  and  left,  joining  General  J*  , 
derson's  command  on  the  left,  to  defend  tb 
approaches  from  the  United  States  Ford  ai 
from  the  direction  of  Chancellorsville.  Abas  ! 
eleven  A.  M.  General  Jackson,  who  had  arm! 
with  his  forces  and  assumed  command,  direest 
me  to  advance  along  the  turnpike  road,  Wat  ! 
Mahone's  brigade,  of  Anderson's  division,  ia* 
vance.    I  collected  my  own  division  as  rapidlf  ■ 
possible  from  the  rifle-pits,  each  brigade,  tti 
was  relieved,  falling  in  rear  of  the  others  as  taj 
advanced  in  the  march.    After  proceeding  bail 
short  distance  the  skirmishers  became  eongsl 
The  main  column  advancing  slowly,  until  the* 
emy,  appearing  in  force,  it  was  deployed,  the  Sat 
of  battle  formed  across  the  turnpike  road- 
Semmes's  brigade  on  the  left,  and  those  offer 
hone,  Wofford,  and  Perry,  of  Anderson's  dr» 
ion,  in  the  order  here  named,  to  the  rijjttt,* 
tending  so  as  to  cover  the  mine  road ;  Joidsft 
batterv  on  the  mine  turnpike.   Our  skirmisha 
were  driven  in.    Fire  was  opened  on  our  fan 
from  a  battery  four  or  five  hundred  yards  in  frotti 
and,  after  skirmishing  to  the  right  and  left,  tie 
main  assault  was  made  on  the  left  against  Sennet 
by  Sykes's  regulars ;  but  they  were  repulsed  at 
every  attempt.    Before  the  first  assault  I  sent  to 
General  Jackson,  by  my  Aid-de-camp,  that  tfe 
enemy  were  in  force  in  my  immediate  front,  and 
were  advancing,  and  that  a  larger  force  could  be 
seen  along  the  heights,  about  one  mile  or  mm 
to  the  rear,  and  that  the  country  was  favorable 
for  a  flank  attack  from  his  side.    After  the  first 
assault  I  received  answer  from  General  Jacksoi 
to  hold  my  position,  and  that  he  would  adrance 
or  was  advancing  his  artillery,  and  if  that  did  tot 
answer  he  would  endeavor  to  gain  the  rear  of  the 
enemy.    General  Kershaw  coming  up,  his  bri- 
gade was  placed  in  support  of  General  Semmes, 
extending  beyond  his  left.    The  cavalry  reporting 
that  the  enemy  were  advancing  along  the  mine 
road',  General  Wilcox's  brigade  was  ordered  and 
took  position,  guided  by  Captain  Johnson,  of 
General  Lee's  staff,  to  protect  my  right,  taking 
artillery  with  him.    General  Jackson's  artillery 
and  his  advance,  in  conjunction  with  the  failure 
of  the  attack  on  my  front,  forced  the  enemy  to  re- 
tire, when,  by  General  Jackson's  order,  my  whob 
line  advanced  in  the  same  order  as  they  had  been 
displayed,  as  above  stated.  The  order  to  advance 
was  received  at  four  P.  M.    My  line  halted  it 
dark  and  bivouacked  along  the  heights  just  be- 
yond the  point  where  the  Mine  Run  crosses  the 
turnpike.    The  next  morning,  the  second,  my 
line  of  battle  was  re-formed  along  the  heights,  in 
the  same  order  as  before,  excepting  that  General 
Wilcox  had  been  ordered,  during  the  night  pre- 
vious, to  return  to  Banks's  Ford  and  hold  that 
position,  it  having  been  reported  that  the  enemy 
were  moving  down  the  river  road,  and,  besides, 


and  a  half  o'clock  at  night,  the  brigades  of  Gen-Weie  m^m^  to  cross  the  river  st 

erala  Kershaw,  Semmes,  and  Wofford  were  put  m\ ttttX  ^\Xen»  to*  ^"^J^^ 

march  up  the  plank  road,  by  order  from  ^out\Wi$\\a  ^ti^^tmbr*  ^^sJfea^ 
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og  line  of  skirmishers  was  advanced,  and 
>nstantly  engaged  with  those  of  the  enemy. 
1  Kershaw's  brigade  was  held  in  reserve, 
ed  orders  from  General  Lee  to  hold  my 
i,  as  General  Jackson  would  operate  to  the 
t  rear.  Not  long  after,  I  was  directed  to 
General  Posey's  brigade,  on  my  left,  by 
m  my  command,  and  General  Kershaw 
to  that  position,  on  the  left  of  General 
s.  Following  this  order,  I  was  directed  to 
ie  brigades  of  Generals  Mahone  and  Perry 
left,  and  close  in  my  command  so  as  to 
t  with  General  Anderson's  right  —  holding 
ht  at  the  turnpike,  but  constantly  pressing 
left,  so  as  to  be  in  communication  with 
il  Anderson,  to  do  which,  as  the  country 
oken  and  densely  wooded,  and  the  direc- 
onstantly  changing,  I  ordered  the  two  bri- 
on  the  left,  Kershaw's  and  Semmes's,  to 
e  by  battalion  from  the  left,  so  as  to  form 
en  line,  but  still  covering  the  front  and 
g  the  connection.  The  batteries  opened 
rer  the  masses  of  the  enemy  on  the  hills  in 
at  offered  an  opportunity,  and  with  marked 
My  orders  were  to  hold  my  position,  not 
ige  seriously,  but  to  press  strongly  so  soon 
ras  discovered  that  General  Jackson  had 
d.  '  It  was  not  until  late  in  the  evening 
was  known  General  Jackson  had  cora- 
i  his  assault,  when  I  ordered  an  advance 
he  whole  line  to  engage  with  the  skirmish- 
ich  were  largely  reenforced,  and  to  threaten, 
;  attack  seriously,  in  doing  which  General 
d  became  so  seriously  engaged  that  I  di- 
bim  to  withdraw,  which  was  done  in  good 
lis  men  in  good  spirits,  after  driving  the 
to  their  intrenchments. 
General  Jackson  advanced,  the  enemy « 
in  front  of  two  batteries  on  my  line,  which 
on  them  with  excellent  effect  This  con- 
until  darkness  prevented  any  further  efforts 
ront. 

irals  Kershaw  and  Semmes  had  been  press- 
;he  left  and  front,  and  engaging  the  enemy 
leir  skirmishers,  which  had  left  an  open 
>o  far  as  the  main  body  was  concerned,  be- 
my  right  and  centre,  of  considerable  dis- 
jut  the  skirmishers  of  General  Semmes, 
;ed  of  the  entire  Tenth  Georgia  regiment, 
Tfectly  reliable,  and  kept  the  enemy  to  their 
aments,  so  there  was  nothing  to  be  appre- 
from  an  advance  in  this  direction. 
3.  —  Nothing  occurred  during  the  night 
e  magnificent  display  caused  by  the  night 
af  General  Jackson.  My  skirmishers,  well 
ront,  and  strong  in  number,  engaged  the 
as  day  advanced.  The  batteries  were 
ward,  and  played  upon  the  masses  of  the 
in  good  range,  producing  much  confusion  ; 
the  repeated  attacks  of  the  forces  on  my 
;ed  the  enemy  to  give  way  from  Chancel- 
?,  and  our  troops  could  be  seen  advancing 
the  plain.  General  Wofford  threw  a  por- 
his  command  across  the  valley  between 
d  the  ChanceUorsville  heights,  and  thus 
vd  the  escape  of  a  considerable  body  of 


the  enemy  which  had  been  opposed  to  this  brigade, 
and  to  his  left  and  front,  during  the  morning.  I 
directed  a  flag  of  truce  to  be  sent  them,  and  they 
surrendered.  I  think  General  Wofford  entitled 
to  the  most  credit  for  their  capture,  although  the 
Tenth  Georgia,  General  Semmes,  and  General 
Wright,  of  Anderson's  division,  claimed  their 
share  equally.  Kershaw  and  Semmes,  bearing  to 
the  left  to  cooperate  with  General  Anderson,  to 
unite  with  the  two  wings  of  the  army,  had  now 
swept  around  to  the  plains  of  Chancellorsville, 
and  directed  them  to  march  down  the  plank  road 
and  unite  with  General  Wofford's  left.  As  this 
was  in  the  act  of  accomplishment  information 
was  received  that  the  enemy  had  carried  the 
heights  about  Fredericksburg,  and  were  advan- 
cing up  the  plank  road.  General  Lee  here  rode 
up  and  ordered  that  the  brigades  of  Generals  Ma- 
hone and  Kershaw  should  march  at  once  towards 
Fredericksburg,  with  Moody's  battery,  to  meet 
the  enemy ;  and  after  these  brigades  wene  on  the 
march,  and  had  advanced  some  distance,  he  di- 
rected me  to  proceed  in  the  same  direction  with 
the  remainder  of  my  division,  which  was  done  so 
soon  as  the  brigades  could  be  formed.  On 
reaching  the  rifle-pits,  just  beyond  the  junction 
of  the  turnpike  and  mine  roads,  I  found  General 
Mahone's  brigade  along  the  rifle-pits,  General 
Kershaw  halted  along  the  road,  General  Wilcox's 
brigade  was  marching  to  the  front.  I  ordered 
them  all  forward ;  but  as  I  was  here  informed  that 
the  enemy  were  in  considerable  force  going  down 
the  telegraph  road,  and  as  I  thought  that  it  was 
perhaps  their  intention  to  march  forward  by  the 
plank  and  mine  roads,  which  came  together  just 
beyond  the  junction  of  the  plank  and  turnpike 
roads,  now  in  my  rear,  I  halted  General  Wofford, 
with  directions  to  watch  the  mine  road  on  his 
right.  I  then  rode  on,  and  found  General  Wil- 
cox with  his  brigade  in  line  across  the  plank  road 
at  Salem  Church,  General  Kershaw  forming  on  his 
right  and  General  Mahone  on  the  left.  I  directed 
General  Mahone  still  more  to  his  left,  as  he  was 
acquainted  with  the  country,  and  placed  General 
Semmes  to  the  immediate  left  of  General  Wilcox. 
General  Wofford  was  ordered  forward,  and  placed 
on  the  right  of  General  Kershaw.  The  batteries 
which  I  had  brought  with  me  had  been  engaged 
all  the  morning,  and  had  but  little  ammunition 
left.  They  had  been  ordered  back  in  such  haste 
that  there  was  no  time  for  them  to  replenish  their 
chests ;  but  they  engaged  the  enemy  until  their 
supplies  were  nearly  exhausted,  and  then  with- 
drew, and  were  posted  in  the  rear  to  command 
the  ground  on  the  flanks  and  front.  The  batteries 
of  the  enemy  were  admirably  served,  and  played 
over  the  whole*  ground.  Before  my  command 
was  well  in  position  the  enemy  advanced,  driving 
in  our  skirmishers,  and  coming  forward  with  loua 
shouts,  endeavored  to  force  the  centre,  (Wilcox's,) 
and  the  left  centre,  (General  Semmes's,)  extend- 
ing the  attack  somewhat  to  Mahone's  brigade. 
One  of  Wilcox's  regiments  gave  way,  and,  with 
the  skirmishers  runmug,  had  created  a  little  con- 
fusion ;  but  General  nVWcctsl  \yyki^\£  tokl  ca- 
rected  this,  and  ie-foniun£Ya&  m^xi,  <&ax%«&<&& 
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enemy,  in  conjunction  with  two  regiments  of 
Semmes's  brigade,  led  by  General  Semmes,  and 
drove  them  back  for  a  considerable  distance.  I 
now  strengthened  the  left  of  Mahone's,  which  was 
strongly  threatened,  with  two  regiments  from 
WofTord's  brigade,  (on  the  right,)  and  closed 
General  Kershaw  to  the  left,  strengthening  the 
centre,  supposing  that  the  attack  would  be  re- 
newed ;  but  no  other  assault  was  attempted ;  and 
as  night  drew  on  the  firing  ceased  on  both  sides, 
and  my  command  bivouacked  in  line  of  battle. 

In  tnis  engagement,  three  or  four  hundred  were 
taken  and  about  the  same  number  of  the  enemy 
were  killed  and  buried.  Just  previous  to  the  as- 
sault I  sent  my  inspecting  officer,  Major  Costin, 
to  try  and  communicate  with  General  Early,  and 
to  bring  back  information  as  to  his  position  and 
designs,  and  the  whereabouts  of  the  enemy  in  that 
direction.  A  courier  late  in  the  night  brought 
me  a  note  from  General  Early,  informing  me  that 
he  would  ^concentrate  his  forces  in  the  morning 
and  drive  the  enemy  from  the  heights,  Marye's 
hill  included.  I  sent  his  note  to  General  Lee, 
who,  approving  it,  I  forwarded  it  to  General 
Early,  who,  on  the  next  morning  carried  the 
heights,  with  but  little  opposition.  After  this, 
General  Early  sent  me  word  by  his  staff  again, 
that  if  I  would  attack  in  front,  he  would  advance 
two  brigades  and  strike  at  the  flank  and  rear  of 
the  enemy.  I  agreed  to  advance,  provided  he 
would  first  attack,  and  did  advance  my  right,  — 
Kershaw  and  Wofford —  to  operate  with  him, — 
but  finding  my  force  was  insufficient  for  a  front 
attack  I  withdrew  to  my  line  of  the  evening  pre- 
vious, General  Early  not  attacking  as  I  could  hear. 
In  the  mean  while  I  had  informed  General  Lee  of 
the  plan  proposed,  and  asking  for  an  additional 
force.  I  was  informed,  in  reply,  that  the  remain- 
der of  General  Anderson's  division  had  been 
ordered  forward.  I  then  directed  that  no  attack 
should  be  made  until  General  Anderson  arrived. 
General  Lee  came  in  person  to  superintend  the 
movement,  arriving  about  the  same  time  with 
General  Anderson's  head  of  column.  General 
Anderson  was  ordered  to  the  right  with  his  three 
brigades.  My  understanding  was  that  the  troops 
of  my  own  division  and  the  brigades  of  Wilcox 
and  Mahone  were  to  continue  in  line,  facing  the 
enemy,  and  those  of  General  Early  and  three 
brigades  of  General  Anderson  were  to  attack  their 
right  and  rear.  Orders  were  given  that  my  troops 
on  the  right  —  Kershaw  and  Wofford  —  should 
advance  after  it  was  known  that  the  attack  on  the 
right  had  commenced,  which  would  be  indicated 
by  the  firing  in  that  direction.  I  was  on  the  right 
of  my  line,  straightening  it,  and  extending  to  the 
right,  when  notice  was  given  that  the  attack  would 
shortly  be  made  by  Generals  Early  and  Anderson, 
and  that  Colonel  Alexander,  who  had  established 
&  strong  battery,  on  a  prominent  hill,  which  com- 
manded one  of  nearly  equal  force  on  the  other 
side,  which  would  take  my  line  in  reverse,  and, 
in  a  measure,  enfilade  it,  should  open  fire.  The 
orders  were  given  at  once.  Alexander  opened  his 
batteries,  and  Generals  Kershaw  and  WoffotOi  ad- 
raaced  to  the  front  through  a  dense  woods.  Dva- 


A' 


tant  firing  in  the  direction  of  Fredericks!^  w 
heard,  indicating  that  the  attack  had  coraaaad 
on  the  extreme  right.    Night  now  came  npjy 
on,  and  nothing  could  be  observed  of  our  ope* 
tions.    It  being  reported  to  me,  from  HaW 
position,  that  the  noise  of  crossing  on  the  Darin 
bridge  at  Banks's  Ford  could  be  heard,  1  seatli 
Colonel  Alexander,  requesting  him  to  throw «A 
so  as  to  drop  them  as  near  as  possible about tb  Un- 
crossing, wnich  was  promptly  done.  Shorty 
afterwards,  General  Kershaw's  arrival  on  m 
plank  road  was  reported  to  me,  and  I  reqoeAd 
General  Wilcox  to  assume  the  direction  of  i, 
and  with  such  a  portion  of  his  own  brigadeask 
thought  necessary,  proceed  down  the  Bnkn 
Ford  road,  taking  a  battery  with  him,  to  peak 
enemy,  seize  the  redoubts  suitable  for  shemngto 
crossing,  and  open  fire  with  the  batteries,  »d 
which  was  done  in  a  most  prompt  manner,  G* 
eral  Wilcox  being  acquainted  with  the  localifitt, 
of  which  I  knew  nothing  except  by  report. 

I  was  as  yet  ignorant  whether  or  not  the  atb(& 
upon  the  right  had  been  a  success,  but  the  nok 
of  their  passage  over  the  pontoon  bridges  Wfr 
vincing  me  that  the  enemy  were  in  full  retreat,! 
thought  it  best  to  press  on  in  pursuit  After 
these  orders  had  been  given,  and  were  in  execu- 
tion, I  received  a  communication  from  General 
Lee,  dated  ten  P.  M.,  from  Downman's  house,  in- 
forming me  of  the  success  of  the  attack  on  the 
right,  and  his  desire  that  the  enemy  should  be 
pushed  over  the  river  that  night.  Woflbrtfi 
brigade  advanced  as  far  as  the  river  road,  enga- 
ging the  enemy  as  he  went,  and  driving  them 
before  him,  and  halted  for  the  night  beyond  the 
river  road,  extendiug  his  pickets.  Wilcox  and 
Kershaw  pushed  on,  driving  the  enemy  before 
them,  and  occupied  the  redoubts  commanding  the 
ford  and  its  approaches,  and  opened  fire  with  ar- 
tillery in  that  direction.  As  my  troops  advanced, 
I  sent  to  Colonel  Alexander,  requesting  him  to  fire 
on  the  approaches  from  the  other  side  only,  as  I 
did  not  wish  to  risk  his  shells  dropping  among 
our  troops ;  he  did  as  requested,  and  the  fire  from 
all  the  batteries  is  reported  by  citizens  about  the 
ford  as  producing  great  confusion,  and  as  being 
very  destructive.  Ine  enemy  throwing  away  their 
arms  and  breaking  ranks,  fled  across  the  river  in 
the  greatest  disorder.  As  evidence  of  which,  the 
accompanying  report  of  ordnance  and  ordnance 
stores  picked  up  by  my  own  division,  on  this  side 
of  Salem  Church,  shows  how  complete  must  have 
been  the  demoralization.  The  aarkness  of  the 
night,  ignorance  of  the  country,  and  of  the  events 
transpiring  on  the  other  end  of  the  line,  prevented 
that  cooperation  which  would  have  led  to  a  more 
complete  success,  but  I  believe  that  all  was  gained 
that  could  have  been  expected  under  the  circum- 
stances. The  enemy  had  several  batteries  —  six- 
teen guns  —  in  front  of  the  left  of  my  line,  sweep- 
ing every  approach  from  my  left.  I  am  not 
informed  when  they  were  withdrawn,  but  I  sup- 
pose they  were  immediately  after  dark.  By  the 
next  morning  the  enemy  had  retired  from  this 
of      t\n«,  *a\<i      command  was  employed 
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mad  collecting  arms  and  accoutrements.  I  received 
anfors  during  the  morning  to  assemble  my  divis- 
ion, send  General  Anderson's  brigades  to  rejoin 
ljnn,  and  to  send  an  intelligent  officer  to  the  posi- 
.tioa  of  General  Heth,  at  or  near  the  junction  of 
tbe  river  and  mine  roads,  to  inform  himself  of  the 
Points  to  be  occupied,  and  if  General  Heth  had 
«t»   to  replace  him  by  the  brigades  of  General 
«Hone  and  another  of  my  own.   Hut  afterwards, 
'  ™  ^nversation  with  General  Lee,  he  directed  me 
w  ttiove  one  of  mv  brigades  (General  Kershaw) 
Relieve  General  tleth.   Tlie  brigade  was  already 
motion,  and  I  joined  with  it  and  went  to  Gcn- 
Heth's  position.    The  march  was  not  delayed 
^  a  moment,  as  the  brigade  did  not  halt  even 
and  it  arrived  at  its  destination  before  the 
*7***te.  General  Heth's  main  command  was  posted 
^  fear  of  the  rifle-pits,  which  had  been  con- 
structed two  or  three  hundred  vards  on  the  plank 
side  of  the  junction  of  the  river  and  mine 
*0ads,with  smaller  bodies  more  to  the  front.  His 
Hjen  and  officers  had  their  shelter  and  other  tents 
pitched,  and  there  were  no  indications  of  his  mov- 
ing on  my  arrival.    I  think  he  received  orders 
itter  my  arrival  to  move  when  I  arrived.  Gen- 
eral Kershaw  had  relieved  him,  and  was  in  position 
before  the  storm  commenced.    General  Heth  in- 
formed me  that  the  strength  of  the  three  brigades 
under  his  command  was  about  nineteen  hundred 
aggregate,  which  was  not  so  numerous  as  the 
single  brigade  of  General  Kershaw.  Colonel 
Wickham  offered  his  services  to  point  out  the  dif- 
ferent crossings  on  the  river,  and  I  rode  down  the 
river  road  with  him.  A  terrible  storm  of  wind  and 
rain  delayed  my  return  to  my  headquarters  until 
between  eight  and  nine  o'clock  at  night,  when  I 
learned  that  General  Semmes  had  been  ordered 
to  join  General  Kershaw.    The  next  morning 
early  I  rode  to  the  position  of  Generals  Ker>haw 
and  Semmes,  and,  advancing  the  skirmishers  and 
scouts,  discovered  that  the  enemy  had  gone  over 
the  river.    Shortly  after,  I  received  orders  to  re- 
tire to  my  former  position  in  front  of  Fredericks- 
burg, leaving  a  brigade  ( Wofford's)  at  Banks's  Ford. 

The  number  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing 
in  my  division,  are,  — 

Kershaw,  .  .  104,  of  which  2  are  missing. 
Barksdale,  .  592,  of  which  327  are  missing, 

besides  14  officers. 
Semmes,  .  .  603,  of  which  26  are  missing. 
Wofford,  .  .  562,  of  which  9  are  missing. 
Artillery,  .  .    28,  of  which  2  are  missing. 

1,889 

My  Inspector-General  reports  over  twelve  hun- 
dred prisoners  taken.   Very  respectfully, 
L.  McLaws, 

Major-Gcneral. 

REPORT  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  EARLY. 

Headquarters  Early's  Division,  May  7, 1803. 
Major  W.  H.  Taylor,  A.  A.  G.f  Army  Northern 
Virginia  : 

Major  :  About  daylight,  on  the  twenty-ninth 
ultimo,  the  enemy  crossed  at  the  mouth  of  Deep 
Bun,  and  later near Pratt's  house,  below.  On  receiv- 


ing information  of  the  first  movement,  I  immediately 
moved  mv  division  into  line  on  the  railroad,  the 
right  resting  at  Hamilton's  Crossing,  and  the  left 
at  Deep  Kim,  and  occupied  the  river  road  in 
front  with  three  regiments,  and  thus  kept  the 
1  enemy  from  advancing  to  that  road.  The  residue 
of  the  troops  having,  in  the  mean  time,  been 
brought  up  on  the  afternoon  of  the  thirtieth,  I 
received  instructions  from  Lieutenant-General 
Jackson  to  remain  behind  with  my  division  and 
one  of  McLaws's  brigades,  (Barksdale's,)  to  observe 
the  enemy,  while  the  residue  of  the  troops  were 
removed  to  the  left.  General  Pendleton,  with  a 
portion  of  his  reserve  artillery,  and  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Andrews,  with  his  battalion  of  artillery, 
was  also  left  behind.  My  division  aud  Andrews's 
artillery  occupied  the  lines  on  the  rijrht,  and 
Barksdale's  brigade  and  Pendleton's  artdlery  oc- 
cupied Fredericksburg  in  the  rear. 

About  eleven  o'clock,  on  the  second  instant, 
instructions  were  received  from  General  Lee, 
through  General  Chilton,  to  leave  a  brigade  be- 
hind as  a  guard,  and  move  with  the  residue  up  to 
Chancellors ville  ;  and,  as  soon  as  I  could  get 
ready,  I  commenced  the  movement,  leaving  bo- 
hind  Hays's  brigade  and  one  of  Barksdale's  regi- 
ments. A  portion  of  General  Pendleton's  artil- 
lery, under  like  instructions,  was  sent  to  the  rear. 
After  I  had  commenced  the  movements,  and  had 
reached  the  plank  road,  and  moved  the  head  of 
the  column  up  it  about  a  mile,  information  was 
received  from  the  rear  of  such  character  as  to 
cause  me  to  turn  back  and  occupy  the  former  line 
as  before. 

About  light,  on  next  morning,  (Monday,  the 
third,)  I  received  information  from  General 
!  Barksdale  that  the  enemy  had  thrown  a  bridge 
[  across  at  Fredericksburg ;  and  I  immediately 
sent  Hays's  brigade  from  the  right  to  his  support. 
1  In  a  short  time  the  enemy  commenced  making 
'  demonstrations  from  the  mouth  of  Deep  Itun  and 
Fredericksburg.  All  his  efforts  to  attack  the  left 
of  my  line  were  thwarted,  aud  one  attack  on 
Marye's  hill  was  repulsed.  The  enemy,  however, 
sent  a  Hag  of  truce  to  Colonel  Griffin,  of  the 
Eighteenth  Mississippi  regiment,  who  occupied 
the  works  at  the  foot  of  Marye's  hill  with  his 
own  and  the  Twenty-first  Mississippi  regiment, 
which  was  received  by  him  imperfectly,  and  it 
had  barely  returned  before  heavy  columns  were 
advanced  against  the  position,  and  the  trenches 
were  carried  and  the  hill  taken.  A  large  portion 
of  the  Eighteenth  Mississippi  regiment  and  a  part 
of  the  Twenty-first  being  taken  prisoners,  and  a 
company  of  the  Washington  artillery,  with  its 
guns,  were  captured.  After  this,  the  artillery  on 
Lee's  hill  and  the  rest  of  Barksdale's  infantry, 
with  one  of  Hays's  regiments,  fell  back  on  the 
telegraph  road.  Hays,  with  the  remainder,  being 
compelled  to  fall  back  up  the  plank  road  as  he 
was  on  the  left.  Having  received  information,  I 
hastened  up,  and  succeeded  in  halting  the  artillery 
and  infantry,  and  checked  the  advance  of  the 
enemy,  and  had  the  brigades  on  the  right  thrown 
back  into  the  second  \u\c  *,  &w<i,  \Ja»  «rtV*& 
of  Hays's  brigade,  vfYdcYv  rac&ft 
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plank  road,  and  three  regiments  of  Gordon's, 
which  had  been  sent  for  as  soon  as  I  heard  of  the 
disaster,  a  line  was  formed  across  the  telegraph 
road  at  Cox's  house,  about  two  miles  back  of 
Lee's  hill.  Having  received  information,  late  in 
the  day,  that  McLaws  was  moving  down,  and  that 
the  enemy,  who  had  passed  heavy  columns  up  the 
plank  road,  through  Fredericksburg,  was  to  be 
attacked  by  his  forces  and  mine  in  connection,  I 
concentrated  all  my  force  at  Cox's  house,  which 
was  not  accomplished  until  after  night,  having 
previously  informed  General  McLaws  of  my  in- 
tention to  attack  Marye's  hill  next  morning,  on 
the  right  and  advance,  extending  my  left  so  as  to 
close  in  on  him.  Early  next  morning  I  threw 
Hoke's  and  Hays's  brigade  across  Hazle  Run,  to 
mwe  down  towards  the  right,  and  advance  Gor- 
don's brigade  towards  Marye's  and  Lee's  hills, 
followed  by  Smith's  and  Barksdale's  brigades. 
Gordon  succeeded  in  capturing  Marye's  hill  with 
ease,  aided  by  Colonel  Andrews's  artillery,  and 
Barksdale's  brigade  was  thrown  into  the  trenches 
in  front  of  the  hill,  and  Smith's  brigade  moved 
across  Hazle  Run,  and  a  line  formed  facing  up 
the  plank  road,  on  the  plain  between  Marye's 
hill  and  the  heights  on  the  plank  road,  and  at 
Taylor's  house.  I  then  waited  to  hear  from 
McLaws,  but  hearing  no  sound  of  an  engagement 
in  that  direction,  I  felt  the  enemy  with  Smith's 
brigade,  and  finding  that  he  had  artillery  on  the 
heights  in  front  of  my  right,  I  ordered  the  brigade 
to  retire,  and  sent  to  General  McLaws  requesting 
him  to  turn.  In  return,  I  received  information 
that  Anderson's  division  was  moving  down,  and 
that  an  attack  was  to  be  made  at  a  signal.  Sub- 
sequently I  was  sent  for  by  General  Lee,  and 
having  received  his  instructions,  at  the  signal 
agreed  on,  Hays's,  Hoke's,  and  Gordon's  brigades, 
which  had  been  placed  in  position,  were  ad- 
vanced against  the  enemy.  Hays  advancing  in 
the  centre,  from  the  foot  of  the  hill  opposite  the 
mill  and  Hazle  Run ;  Hoke  on  the  left,  advancing 
across  the  hill  on  which  Downman's  house  is 
situated,  and  below  it,  and  Gordon  on  the  right 
up  the  hills  on  the  north  of  the  plank  road, 
driving  the  enemy  before  them.  This  movement 
was  commenced  very  late,  and  Hays's  and  Hoke's 
brigades  were  thrown  into  some  confusion  by 
coming  in  contact  after  they  crossed  the  plank 
road,  below  Guest's  house ;  and  it  becoming  diffi- 
cult to  distinguish  our  troops  from  those  of  the 
enemy  on  account  of  the  growing  darkness,  they 
had,  therefore,  to  fall  back  to  re-form,  which  was 
done  on  the  plain  below  Guest's  house.  Gordon's 
brigade  got  in  the  rear  of  the  enemy's  right  flank 
near  Taylor's  house,  and  took  its  position#  there. 
Barksdale's  brigade  had  been  left  at  Marye's  hill, 
and  Smith's  in  position  on  the  left  of  it,  to 
strengthen  Barksdale,  or  reenforce  the  others  as 
occasion  might  require,  and  two  regiments  were 
ordered  up  while  Hays's  and  Hoke's  were  being 
re-formed.  After  seeing  General  Lee  at  night, 
Hoke's  brigade  was  placed  in  line  on  the  left  of 
Gordon,  and  Hays  was  ordered  to  take  position 
in  the  intrenchments  on  the  right  of  Marye's 
hill,  and  Smith's  regiments  sent  back  to  30m  the 
jesidue  of  the  brigade  on  the  left  of  that  bUL 


The  loss  in  my  division  during  all  the  tin 
from  the  crossing  was  one  hundred  and  thirty-si 
killed,  eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight  wouadet 
and  some  five  hundred  are  reported  missing,  tk 
greater  part  of  whom  are,  in  all  probability,  stnf 
glers.  This  does  not  include  the  loss  in  Bub- 
dale's  brigade  and  the  artillery. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  A.  Eablt, 
Major-Genera],  conuuindht 

REPORT  OF  GENERAL  STUART  OP  CAYAUI 
OPERATIONS. 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Divisiom 
A.  N.  V.,  May  8, 183.  \ 

Brigadier- General  /?.  H.  Chilton,  A*  A.  anil 

General  Army  N.  Virginia  : 

General:  In  anticipation  of  the  detailed  re- 
ports, I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  foUoiiag 
sketch  of  the  operation  of  the  cavalry  immediate- 
ly preceding  and  during  the  battles  of  the  Wil- 
derness and  Chancellorsville.  The  enemy  had 
more  than  a  week  previously  concentrated  a  large 
body  of  cavalry  (two  or  three  divisions)  along  the 
line  of  the  upper  Rappahannock,  whose  attempt 
to  hold  a  footing  on  the  south  bank  of  the  nrer 
had  been  repulsed  with  loss  by  the  two  brigades 
with  me,  commanded  respectively  by  Brigadier- 
Generals  Fitzhugh  and  W.  H.  F.  Lee.  Finally, 
infantry  appeared  at  Kelley's  Ford  and  Rappahaa- 
nock  Bridge,  but  were  so  inactive  that  thus  fa 
there  was  nothing  inconsistent  with  the  supposi- 
tion that  their  appearance  was  a  feint.  About  dark, 
however,  on  Tuesday  night,  April  twenty-eighth, 
the  enemy  crossed  below  the  bend  of  the  river 
at  Kelley's,  in  boats,  opposite  our  videttes,  and,  be- 
fore the  force  posted  to  defend  the  ford  could  be 
sent  to  that  point,  had  crossed  in  such  numbers 
as  to  make  any  attempt  at  resistance  futile.  The 
party  crossing  at  once  threw  over  a  pontoon 
bridge,  and  moved  directly  up  the  river,  compel- 
ling our  forces  to  abandon  the  ford  at  Kelley's,  and 
severing  our  communication  with  the  lower  pick- 
ets. General  W.  H.  F.  Lee,  near  Brandy,  on 
receiving  this  intelligence,  sent  a  regiment  (Thir- 
teenth Virginia  cavalry)  at  once  to  meet  the  ad- 
vance of  infantry,  which  was  checked  a  mik 
above  Kelley's.  I  received  information  of  this 
move  about  nine  o'clock  P.  M.,  at  Culpeper,  and 
made  arrangements  to  have  the  entire  cavalry  and 
artillery  force  in  Culpeper  on  the  ground  at  day- 
light the  next  morning,  directing,  in  the  mean 
time,  that  the  enemy  be  so  enveloped  with  pickets 
as  to  see  what  route  he  took  from  Keller's  and 
keep  him  in  check.*  General  W.  H.  F.  Lee  se- 
lected a  fine  position  between  Brandy  and  Rellev**, 
and  awaited  the  advance,  General  Fits  Lee  being 
held  in  reserve  at  Brandy,  with  a  regiment  at 
Stevensburg.  The  enemy  did  not  make  a  serious 
advance  towards  our  position,  though  Chambliss, 
with  the  Thirteenth  Virginia,  was  skirmishing  all 
the  forenoon  with  the  enemy's  infantry. 

About  one  o'clock  p.  M.,  I  received  a  report 
from  the  pickets  towards  Madden's  that  the  ene- 

*  \xv  \\A%  report  \Y»jm*  wAmwwA  V*  tamsKta.  the  rari- 
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my  was  moving  a  large  infantry  force  in  that  di- 
rection. Leaving  Chambliss  in  front  of  the  enemy 
'where  I  then  was,  I  marched  the  remainder  of  the 
command,  Fitz  Lee  in  advance,  directly  to  Mad- 
den's,  where  we  pierced  the  enemy's  column,  while 
Marching,  and  scattered  it,  taking  possession  of 
the  roatl  and  capturing  a  number  of  prisoners, 
^bich  enabled  us  to  develop  their  strength  and 
designs,  as  wc  captured  prisoners  from  three  army 
<*>rps:  the  Eleventh,  (Howard's,)  Twelfth,  (Sh)- 
^Uri's,)  and  the  Fifth,  (Mead's,)  and  soon  after 
Earned  that  the  column  had  marched  direct  for 
Germana  Ford.  These  items  were  telegraphed 
the  commanding  General.  Colonel  J.  Lucius 
-Davis,  near  Beaver  Dam,  had  been  telegraphed 
eftrly  that  day  to  move  his  forces  at  once  to  oc- 
cupy and  hold  the  Rapidan  Fords,  but  I  had  no 
iasurance  that  the  order  would  be  obeyed  with 
efficient  promptness  to  accomplish  the  object, 
and  as  there  was  no  cavalrv  on  the  left  Hank  of 
the  main  army,  it  was  indispensably  necessary  to 
move  round  to  get  in  front  of  the  enemy  moving 
down  upon  Fredericksburg,  delay  him  as  much  as 
possible,  and  protect  our  left  flank;  besides, 
while  in  the  execution  of  this  design,  I  received 
instructions  from  the  commanding  General  to  give 
necessary  orders  about  public  property  along  the 
railroad,  and  swing  around  to  join  his  left  wing, 
delaying  the  enemy  as  much  as  possible  in  his 
march.  The  brigade  of  General  Fitz  Lee  was 
put  en  route,  in  a  jaded  and  hungry  condition,  to 
Raccoon  Ford,  to  cross  and  move  round  to  the  ene- 
my's front.  General  W.  II.  F.  Lee,  with  the  two 
regiments,  the  Seventh  and  Thirteenth,  under  his 
command,  was  directed  to  move  by  way  of  Cul- 
peper,  to  take  up  the  line  of  the  upper  Rapidan, 
and  look  out  for  Gordonsville  ana  the  railroad. 
Couriers  had  been,  by  direction,  sent  to  Ely's  and 
Germana  to  notify  our  parties  there  of  the  ene- 
my's advance,  but  were  captured,  and  consequent- 
ly the  parties  at  those  points  received  no  notice. 
l5y  the  good  management  of  Captain  Collins, 
however,  (now  Major  Fifteenth  Virginia  cavalry,) 
the  enemy  was  checked  for  some  time  at  Germa- 
na, and  his  wagons  and  implements  saved,  though 
some  of  his  men  were  captured.  A  strong  party 
of  sharpshooters  was  left  to  hold  the  road  of  the 
enemy's  march  as  long  as  possible,  and  these  fol- 
low on,  which  was  done,  the  party  maintaining 
their  position  until  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  when 
the  enemy  advanced  and  compelled  them  to  re- 
tire. Despatches  captured  showed  that  trains  of 
wagons  and  droves  of  cattle  accompanied  the  ex- 
pedition, and  the  men  were  already  supplied  with 
five  days  rations  in  haversacks.  These  items 
placed  it  beyond  doubt  that  the  enemy  was  mak- 
ing a  real  movement  to  turn  Fredericksburg. 
Crossing  the  Rapidan  that  night,  the  main  body 
of  cavalry  was  halted  to  rest  a  few  hours,  having 
marched  "more  than  half  the  night,  and  one  regi- 
ment, Colonel  Owen,  was  sent  on  to  get  between 
the  enemy  and  Fredericksburg  and  impede  his 
progress.  Early  the  next  day,  (Thursday,  April 
thirtieth,)  Owen  having  reached  the  Germana  road, 
on  the  Fredericksburg  side,  kept  in  the  enemy's 
front,  while  the  remainder  kept  on  the  enemy's 


right  flank,  opened  on  his  column  at  Wilderness 
1  tavern,  delaying  his  march  until  twelve  M.,  and 
causing  several  regiments  of  infantry  to  deploy 
\  in  line  of  battle  to  meet  us.  Hearing  that  the 
enemv  had  already  reached  Chancellorsvillc  by 
'  the  Ely's  Ford  road',  I  directed  my  march  by  Todd's 
j  tavern  for  Spottsylvania  Court-llouse.  Night 
.overtook  us  at  Todd's  tavern,  and  anxious  to 
'  know  what  the  commanding  General  desired  mo 
to  do  further,  I  left  the  command  to  bivouac  here, 
I  and  proceeded  with  my  staff  towards  his  hcad- 
:  quarters,  near  Fredericksburg,  but  had  not  pro- 
!  ceeded  a  mile  before  we  found  ourselves  confront- 
ed by  a  party  of  the  enemy  double  our  own, 
directly  in  our  path.  I  sent  back  hastily  for  a 
regiment,  which,  coming  up,  (Fifth  Virginia  cav- 
alry, Colonel  Tyler,)  attacked  and  routed  the 
party.  But,  in  the  mean  time,  another  body  of 
the  enemy's  cavalry  came  in  rear  of  the  I<ifth. 
Receiving  notice  of  this,  I  gave  orders  to  with- 
draw the  Fifth  from  the  road,  and  sent  for  the 
brigade  to  push  on  at  once.  This  was  done,  and 
by  the  bright  moonlight  a  series  of  charges  routed 
and  scattered  this  expedition,  which  had  penetrat- 
ed to  within  a  mile  or  two  of  Spottsylvania  Court- 
llbuse.  It  has  been  since  ascertained  that  this 
expedition  was  by  no  means  an  insignificant  af- 
fair, and  but  for  the  timely  arrival  of  this  cavalry 
on  the  spot,  and  its  prompt  and  vigorous  action, 
might  have  resulted  disastrously.  Artillery,  as 
well  as  trains,  were  passing  Spottsylvania  unpro- 
tected at  the  time.  With  very  little  rest,  without 
waiting  for  rations  or  forage,  this  noble  little 
brigade,  under  its  incomparable  leader,  were  in 
the  saddle  early  the  next  morning,  and  moving  on 
Jackson's  left  flank  during  the  entire  day,  (May 
first),  and  swinging  around  to  the  left  to  threaten 
the  enemy's  rear.  On  the  morning  of  Mav  second, 
the  cavalry  of  this  brigade  was  disposed*  so  as  to 
clear  Jackson's  way  in  turning  the  enemy's  right 
flank  and  to  cover  the  movement  of  this  corps, 
masking  it  on  its  right  flank.  This  was  done 
most  successfully,  driving  off  the  enemy's  cavalry 
whenever  it  appeared,  and  enabled  Jackson  to  sur- 
prise the  enemy.  In  the  subsequent  operations  at- 
tending the  battle  and  glorious  victory,  the  cavalry 
did  most  essential  service  in  watching  our  flanks, 
and  holding  the  Ely's  Ford  road  in  the  enemy's 
rear,  Wickham  and  Owen  being  on  the  extreme 
right.  The  horse  artillery  kept  pace  with  the  in- 
fantry in  the  battle  of  the"  Wilderness,  leading  the 
attack  of  artillery.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be 
awarded  the  brave  men  who  thus  bore  fatigue, 
hunger,  loss  of  sleep,  and  danger  without  a  murmur. 
The  operations  of  Brigadier-General  W.  H.  F.  Lee, 
with  his  handful  of  men,  are  embraced  in  the  mem- 
oranda furnished  by  him.  His  report  is  not  only 
satisfactory,  but  gives  evidence  of  sagacity  and 
good  conduct  throughout,  and  of  great  efficiency  on 
j  the  part  of  his  command.  The  result  shows  that 
the  disposition  made  of  these  two  commands  was 
absolutely  necessary.  Jones's  brigade  was  entirely 
:  out  of  reach,  and  tlampton  was  south  of  James 
j  river  recruiting.  That  Stoneman,  with  a  large 
•  cavalry  force,  was  \.o  ^wiiVrate  y&\&  Vaa 

I  heart  of  the  Stale,  tYiou^Yi  wm^w^v*^  \*kcs&.- 
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less  in  results,  is  due  to  the  entire  inadequacy  in 
numbers  of  the  cavalry  of  the  army  of  Northern 
Virginia.  The  enemy  has  confronted  us  with  at 
least  three  divisions  of  cavalry,  more  or  less  con- 
centrated, which  we  oppose  with  one  division, 
spread  from  the  Chesapeake  to  the  Alleghany ; 
yet,  had  not  the  approach  of  a  battle  below  made 
it  neccessary  to  divide  the  force  of  the  two  Lees, 
I  feel  very  confident  that  Stoneman's  advance 
would  have  been  prevented,  though  with  great 
sacrifice  of  life,  owing  to  disparity  of  numbers.* 
With  the  commanding  General,  who  is  aware  of 
all  the  facts,  we  are  content  to  rest  our  vindica- 
tion, if  the  pursuit  of  the  plain  path  of  duty  need 
vindication. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  B.  Stuart, 

Major-General,  commanding. 

REPORT  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  JOHNSON. 

Headquarters  Johnson's  Division,  ) 
August  25,  18G3.  J 

Major  Chas.  Marshall : 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  Brigadier- 
General  R.  E.  Colston's  official  report  of  the 
battle  of  Chancellorsville.  • 

It  will  be  observed  that  General  Colston's  re- 
port is  very  full,  embracing  the  operations  of  the 
different  brigades  in  detail. 

None  of  the  brigade  commanders  who  com- 
manded in  the  battle  are  present;  three  were 
killed,  and  the  other,  Brigadier-General  H.  C. 
Nichols,  permanently  disabled. 

If  General  Colston's  report  is  not  sufficiently 
full  for  your  purposes,  please  inform  me,  and  I  will 
forward  reports  from  senior  officers  present,  who 
participated  in  the  battle. 

I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Ed.  JonxsoN, 

Major-Gencral. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  COLSTON. 

Headquarters  Colston's  Brigade,  i 
May  28,  1«62.  J 

Major  A.  8.  Pendleton,  Assistant  Adjutant  Gen- 
eral : 

Sir  :  As  commander  of  Trimble's  division  dur- 
ing the  battle  of  Chancellorsville  on  the  second 
and  third  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report  of  the  operations  of  that  division. 
This  report  would  have  been  forwarded  before  but 
for  the  fact  that,  being  separated  from  the  rest  of 
the  division,  and  being  no  longer  in  command  of 
it,  I  did  not  receive  all  the  brigade  returns  until 
yesterday. 

On  the  twenty-ninth  of  April,  the  divisions  re- 
ceived orders  to  march  from  their  camps  at  Moss 
and  Shinker's  Necks  to  Hamilton's  Crossing. 
They  reached  this  point  in  the  evening,  and  re- 
mained there  until  May  first    Orders  were  then 

•  A  Belgian  officer  of  General  Carl  Schura's  staff  was 
captured,  who  represented  that  the  Eleventh  corps  was  cer- 
tainly across  ;  how  much  more  was  to  follow  he  could  not 
tell,  but  thought  that  the  force  altogether  in  this  column 
was  about  twenty  thousand.  He  seemed  frank  and  honest, 
as  well  as  communicative. 


received  to  march  in  a  direction  leading  towi 
Chancellorsville.  The  march  was  continued  ni 
night,  and  resumed  early  the  next  morning  op 
the  plank  road  leading  to  Orange  Court-How. 
Arriving  at  the  point  where  Generals  Andenrii 
and  McLaws's  divisions  were  in  position,  we  Umi 
to  the  left  by  a  road  leading  by  Catherine  fs> 
nace  to  the  Brook  road,  and  thence  to  til 
Orange  and  Fredericksburg  plank  road,  itii 
we  followed  to  the  Germana  junction.  Here  til 
first  brigade,  under  General  Paxton,  wis  t> 
tached  from  the  division,  and  ordered  to  ieprt 
to  Brigadier-General  Fitz  Lee  of  the  canby. 
This  brigade  was  not  engaged  duriug  the  event 
of  the  second,  and  did  not  rejoin  the  division  on 
next  morning.  The  rest  of  the  division  nxmi 
on  together  with  the  corps,  until  they  badreacM 
a  point  west  of  Wilderness  Church,  and  m  til 
rear  of  the  enemy's  right  flank. 

About  five  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  May  second,  I  re- 
ceived orders  to  form  line  of  battle  near  the  ML«fc> 
ett  house,"  perpendicular  to  a  road  which  passeia 
by  Wilderness  Church,  and  merges  into  the  plak 
road  leading  to  Chancellorsville.  After  recenii 
several  orders  and  counter* orders,  which  ana 
some  delay,  my  line  was  finally  formed,  my  lb* 
brigades  being  nearly  all  on  the  left  of  the  rat 
Colston's  brigade  being  on  the  right  mfe 
Colonel  Warren,  Jones's  brigade  next,  andMcUi 
on  the  extreme  left.  My  line  was  about  ttrobsr 
dred  yards  in  the  rear  of  General  Rodes,  whom 
in  the  first  line,  and  orders  were  received  that  ita 
any  portion  of  the  first  line  needed  reenforcemeafc 
the  officer  commanding  this  position  would  oi 
for  and  receive  aid  from  the  portion  of  the  fin 
in  his  rear,  without  referring  the  order  to  difkM 
commanders. 

Orders  to  advance  were  received  at  six  o'ckA 
precisely,  and  the  troops  moved  on  with  end* 
siasm  against  the  enemy.    In  a  few  moments  til 
action  opened  with  a  tremendous  fire  of  n»  ■ 
ketry,  two  pieces  of  Stuart's  horse  artillery  in  til 
road  supporting  our  infantry  with  their  fa 
Notwithstanding  the  tangled  and  very  diffifli 
character  of  the  woods,  and  the  resistance  of  til 
enemy,  our  troops  advanced  with  great  rapidity, 
driving  the  enemy  like  chaff  before  them,  but  not 
without  loss  to  themselves.    The  division  hid 
advanced  but  a  Bhort  time,  not  more  than  tenor 
fifteen  minutes,  and  the  battle  had  hardly  more 
than  commenced,  when  General  Rodes  called 
upon  Colonel  Warren  to  support  him.  TVe 
troops  of  my  division  had  pressed  on  so  ardently 
that  they  were  already  within  a  few  steps  of  tto 
first  line,  and,  in  some  places,  mixed  up  with  them 
The  second  and  third  brigades,  commanded  b| 
General  J.  R.  Jones  and  Colonel  Warren,  push* 
on  with  and  through  the  first  line,  and  they  wer 
the  jirst  to  charge  upon  and  capture  the  first  lb 
of  intrenchments  of  the  enemy  which  were  in  a 
open  field  beyond  the  Wilderness  Church.  TM 
they  did  under  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery  and  mm 
ketry. 

A  large  number  of  prisoners  and  two  pieces  < 
artillery  were  taken  here  by  the  Second  brigtd* 
Captain  W.  S.  Hannah,  of  the  Fiftieth  Virgmi 
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sent,  being  the  first  to  lay  his  hands  upon 
b  pieces,  and  Color- Sergeant  Pickle,  of  the 
?  regiment,  planting  his  colors  over  them.  At 
same  lime,  three  pieces  of  artillery  and  a 
ber  of  prisoners  were  taken  by  the  Third  bri- 
;,  whose  gallant  commander,  Colonel  Warren, 
fallen,  severely  wounded,  a  few  minutes  be- 
and  which  was  now  under  the  command  of 
nel  T.  V.  Williams,  Thirty-seventh  Virginia, 
continued  to  drive  the  enemy  before  us  until 
ness  prevented  our  farther  advance.  The 
3  had  now  ceased,  owing  to  the  very  difficult 
tangled  nature  of  the  ground  over  which  the 
ps  bad  advanced,  and  the  mingling  of  the 
and  second  lines  of  battle,  the  formation  of 
droops  had  become  very  much  confused,  and 
went  regiments,  brigades,  and  divisions  were 
id  up  together.  In  order  to  be  ready  to  renew 
conflict  at  daylight,  it  was  necessary  to  re-form 
a  in  proper  order,  and  a  portion  of  General  A. 
Ulill's  troops  having  moved  to  the  front,  I 
sred  the  different  brigades  of  my  division  to 
I  near  the  log  hospital,  which  was  occupied  by 
enemy's  wounded,  and  to  draw  a  fresh  supply 
mmunition.  The  Fourth  brigade  was  formed 
he  left  of  the  plank  road,  the  others  on  the 
t.  The  First,  which  had  been  detached  in  the 
ling,  not  having  yet  rejoined,  was  some  dis- 
se  in  the  rear.  The  troops  were  hardly  re- 
aed  and  placed  in  position,  when  the  enemy 
oed,  about  ten  o'clock,  a  furious  fire  of  shot, 
U,  and  canister,  sweeping  down  the  plank  road 
the  woods  on  each  side.  A  number  of  artil- 
horses,  some  of  them  without  drivers,  and  a 
it  many  infantry  soldiers,  belonging  to  other 
tmands,  rushed  down  the  road  in  wild  disorder ; 
although  many  casualties  occurred  at  this 
i  in  my  division,  the  troops  occupied  their 
iu'ons  with  the  utmost  steadiness.  It  was  at 
time  that  General  Nichols,  of  the  Louisiana 
pde,  (Fourth),  a  gallant  and  accomplished  offl- 
oad his  left  leg  torn  off  by  a  shell,  and  was 
ied  off  the  field.  The  command  of  his  bri- 
6  devolved  on  Colonel  J.  M.  Williams,  who, 
iog  the  following  day,  discharged  with  zeal 
gallantry  the  duties  of  brigade  commander, 
ras  also  about  the  same  time  that  our  great, 
good,  and  ever  to  be  lamented  corps  com- 
aer  fell  under  the  fire  of  some  of  the  men  of 
end  Lane's  brigade.  A  desultory  firing  con- 
ed at  irregular  intervals  during  the  night,  and 
irearied  troops  had  but  small  opportunity  to 
!n  the  repose  which  was  so  needful  for  the 
of  the  next  day.  General  J.  R.  Jones,  owing 
e  ulcerated  condition  of  one  of  his  legs,  was 
telled  to  leave  the  field  about  eleven  o'clock, 
Colonel  T.  S.  Garnett  assumed  command  of 
rigade. 

xly  on  Sunday  morning  orders  were  given 
le  division  to  form  at  right  angles  to  the 
t  road,  near  the  log  house  occupied  as  a 
Ual  by  the  enemy.  Colston's  and  Jones's 
ides  on  the  right  of  the  road,  and  Paxton's 
Nichols's  on  the  left,  in  second  line.  As  soon 
was  broad  daylight  the  battle  commenced 
toy.  Our  troops  advanced  from  the  breast- 


works, running  perpendicular  to  the  plank  road, 
and  charged  the  enemy  up  the  hills,  but  were 
driven  back  by  the  enemy,  who  were  strongly  re- 
enforced.  Colston's  brigade,  under  Colonel  T.  V. 
Williams,  immediately  advanced  to  the  support 
of  the  first  line,  and  became  hotly  engaged. 
Colonel.  T.  V.  Williams  being  wounded,  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Walker,  who  succeeded  him 
in  command  of  the  brigade  being  killed,  the  com- 
mand devolved  first  upon  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Thurston,  Third  North  Carolina  regiment,  and  he 
being  wounded,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Brown,  First 
North  Carolina,  assumed  command.  Here  Colonel 
McDowell,  First  North  Carolina  regiment,  was 
wounded,  and  Major  Stover,  Tenth  Virginia  regi- 
ment, was  killed.  By  this  time  the  enemy  were 
advancing  in  very  strong  force  towards  the  right 
of  our  line  and  of  the  breastworks,  and  were  about 
outflanking  us  on  the  right.  Seeing  this  danger, 
I  sent  Mr.  Grogan,  of  General  Trimble's  staff,  to 
order  Paxton's  brigade  to  move  by  the  right  flank 
across  the  road,  and  Lieutenant  Hinrichs,  of  the 
engineers,  was  sent  with  an  order  to  Jones's  bri- 
gade, under  Colonel  Garnett,  to  advance  towards 
the  right  from  their  position,  a  little  in  the  rear 
in  reserve.  This  was  a  most  critical  moment. 
The  troops  in  the  breastworks,  belonging  mainly 
(I  believe)  to  General  Pender's  and  General 
McGowan's  brigades,  were  almost  without  ammu- 
nition, and  had  become  mixed  with  each  other, 
and  with  fragments  of  other  commands.  They 
were  huddled  up  close  to  the  breastworks,  six  and 
eight  deep.  In  the  mean  time  the  enemy's  line 
was  steadily  advancing  on  our  front  and  right, 
almost  without  opposition,  until  I  ordered  the 
troops  in  the  breastworks  to  open  fire  upon  them. 
At  this  moment,  Paxton's  brigade  having  moved 
by  the  right  flank  across  the  road,  and  then  by 
the  left  flank  in  line  of  battle,  advanced  towards 
the  breastworks.  Before  reaching  them,  the  gal- 
lant and  lamented  General  Paxton  fell ;  the  com- 
mand devolved  upon  Colonel  Funk,  Fifth  Virginia 
regiment.  The  brigade  advanced  steadily,  and 
the  Second  brigade  moved  up  at  the  same  time. 
They  opened  fire  upon  the  enemy  and  drove  them 
back  in  confusion.  It  was  at  and  beyond  these 
breastworks  that  the  division  sustained  the  most 
severe  loss,  the  nature  of  the  ground  being  such 
that  the  enemy  had  a  plunging  fire  upon  us,  and 
sent  destruction  upon  all  that  occupied  the  slope 
of  the  hill  on  which  we  were.  Here  fell  the  gal- 
lant Colonel  Garnett,  commanding  Jones's  bri- 
gade, leaving  Colonel  Vandeventer,  Fiftieth  Vir- 
ginia, in  command.  Here  Major  Mcl^im,  of 
division  staff,  was  killed  while  most  gallantly 
cheering  on  the  men.  Major  Hoffman  and  Mr. 
Grogan,  of  the  same  staff,  were  wounded.  All 
these  officers  having  remained  mounted  with  and 
near  the  division  commander  and  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  staff,  and  having  their  horses  killed 
under  them. 

For  a  time  the  tide  of  battle  fluctuated ;  the 
three  brigades  of  this  division  making  several  dis- 
tinct charges,  and  being  driven  back  by  superior 
numbers,  until  at  last  the  enemy  were  compelled 
to  abandon  their  works  near  the  Chancellor  house* 
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About  twenty  pieces  of  artillery  coming  into  bat- 
tery helped,  finally,  to  drive  back  the  enemy,  and 
the  conflict  was  virtually  over  at  this  point,  and 
the  firing  ceased.  In  the  mean  while  a  very  sharp 
fire  on  the  left  of  the  road  announced  that  the 
Louisiana  brigade  was  hotly  engaged.  I  ordered 
part  of  the  troops  in  the  breastworks  to  march  by 
the  left  flank  to  their  support,  and  General  Col- 
quitt's brigade  coming  up  at  the  same  time,  was 
ordered  by  General  Stuart  to  proceed  in  the  same 
direction.  These  forces  arrived  on  the  left  just  in 
time.  The  Louisiana  troops,  who  had  been  fight- 
ing gallantly  for  a  long  time  without  support,  and 
whose  ammunition  was  almost  entirely  exhausted, 
were  falling  back,  under  a  tremendous  fire  of 
artillery  and  musketry.  The  arrival  of  the  rein- 
forcements enabled  them  to  stop  their  retrograde 
movement,  and  the  whole  line  advanced  together, 
and,  delivering  a  few  well-directed  volleys,  the 
enemy  was  forced  to  retreat.  It  was  now  about 
twelve  o'clock.  The  enemy  was  driven  beyond 
Chancellorsville.  The  troops  of  my  division  were 
almost  entirely  without  ammunition,  having  ex- 

??nded  all  their  own,  besides  a  large  quantity  of 
ankee  ammunition.  They  were  accordingly  with- 
drawn to  the  rear,  and  supplied  with  fresh  ammu- 
nition and  with  rations,  of  wliich  they  stood  in 
great  need,  and  their  shattered  ranks  were  re- 
formed. 

No  further  movements  took  place  until  about 
three  o'clock;  At  this  time  I  received  an  order  to 
report  in  person  to  General  Lee.  Upon  my  doing 
bo,  the  General  ordered  me  to  form  my  division 
perpendicular  to  the  road  leading  from  the  Chan- 
cellorsville house  towards  the  United  States 
Ford,  to  throw  forward  skirmishers,  and  to  ad- 
vance for  the  purpose  of  feeling  and  ascertaining 
the  enemy '8  position,  not  of  taking  his  batteries. 
To  this  he  added,  that  the  road  turned  to  the 
right  at  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  distant,  but 
that  I  would  probably  meet  opposition  before  I 
got  there.  I  accordingly  formed  my  troops  on 
both  sides  of  the  road,  Nichols's  and  Colston's 
brigades  being  on  the  left  and  Jones's  and  Pax- 
ton's  on  the  right.  I  ordered  Lieutenant  Hinrichs, 
of  the  engineers,  to  advance  with  the  skirmishers 
and  reconnoitre  the  enemy's  position.  The  com- 
mand was  then  given  for  the  division  to  move 
forward.  Hardly  had  they  advanced  a  few  paces, 
when  a  terrific  fire  of  shell  and  canister  was 
opened  by  the  enemy,  from  a  battery  of  twelve 
pieces  of  artillery.  I  ordered  a  section  of  Napo- 
leon guns  to  advance  up  the  road  and  reply  to  the 
enemy's  fire.  There  was  no  other  spot  than  the 
road  in  which  they  could  be  placed,  and  that  was 
too  narrow  to  allow  a  larger  number  of  pieces  to 
be  put  in  batter}'.  Finding  that  they  would  be 
speedily  silenced,  and  probably  with  useless  loss 
of  life  and  material  by  the  enemy's  superior  artil- 
lery, I  ordered  them  back  after  a  few  rounds.  In 
the  mean  time,  perceiving  some  confusion  on  the 
left  of  the  road,  I  proceeded  there  and  found  the 
Tenth  Louisiana  regiment  exposed  to  a  perfect 
storm  of  grape  and  snell,  and  rapidly  giving  away. , 
Seconded  by  my  Aid,  Lieutenant  Tosh,  and  by  Uifc 
gallant  exertions  of  the  officers  of  this  regiment 
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whose  conduct  deserves  the  highest  prsise,  I 
ceeded  in  arresting  this  retrograde  movemeatj 
spite  of  the  enemy's  continued  fire;  but  the  or* 
nage  in  this  small  regiment  was  great— n  b 
than  two  minutes,  fifty  officers  and  mrt  H 
killed  and  wounded,  by  my  side,  including  lit 
tenant-Colonel  Leggett,  who  was  instantly  tiM 
by  a  shell.  The  remainder  of  the  brigade  safari 
in  a  less  degree,  some  portions  having  adnaai 
inside  of  the  point  where  the  enemy's  ahotia 
falling.    By  this  time  it  was  ascertained  that  At 
enemy  occupied  a  formidable  position;  tnh  K;:: 
pieces  of  artillery  were  planted  in  barbette  at  lb  l- 
top  of  the  first  hill,  and  a  line  of  rotreactaa* 
occupied  by  infantry,  stretched  out  on  eaca  ail 
of  the  artillery,  occupying  a  front  much  rk 
than  that  of  my  division.    Another  line  of  ofe 
try,  preceded  by  skirmishers,  was  drawn  up* 
side  of  the  works.    To  advance  in  the  fice  i 
such  a  force,  with  a  division  so  much  wdaeedi 
mine  was,  would  have  been  only  to  insure  hi 
struction,  and  would  have  been  contrary  to  lb 
instructions  I  had  received  from  the  Geasd 
commanding.    I  accordingly  reported  to  Geafld 
Stuart,  who  was,  for  the  time,  my  immediate tm» 
mander,  that  my  division  was  not  able  to  atiA 
with  any  prospect  of  success,  the  position  dm 
enemy.    1  was  then  ordered  by  him  to  plactW, 
division  in  some  intrenchments  which  had  ha 
abandoned  by  the  enemy ;  the  division  wasmwd 
at  night  to  a  position  in  prolongation  of  GewA 
Rodes's  line,  and  the  position  was  fortified  dnrn| 
the  next  day  and  night.    On  Monday  and  T» 
day  occasional  skirmishing  took  place  vithtk 
enemy. 

In  reconnoitring  his  position  and  aswrtainint 
his  movements  important  service  was  renders 
by  Lieutenant-Colonel  R.  T.  Colston,  of  u* 
Second  Virginia,  and  Captain  William  Randotyk 
and  Lieutenant  Hinrichs,  of  the  engineers. 

The  enemy  having  withdrawn  their  forces  acroa 
the  river,  two  brigades  of  this  division,  Coldotfa 
and  Jones's,  remained,  the  first  at  United  States 
Ford,  and  the  latter  near  Chancellorsville,  and 
collected  upon  the  battle-field  vast  quantities  of 
arms,  ordnance,  &c,  which  were  sent  on  to  Guiner 
Station  and  Hamilton's  Crossing.  Communication 
was  opened  with  the  enemy  by  flag  of  truce ;  and, 
in  accordance  with  instructions  from  General  Lee, 
they  were  allowed  to  move  all  their  wounded,  and 
also  the  bodies  of  several  of  their  officer*  who  had 
fallen  in  the  battle.  These  duties  being  com- 
pleted, the  two  brigades  above  mentioned  re- 
turned to  the  neighborhood  of  Hamilton's  Creat- 
ing, and  I  returned  to  the  command  of  my  on 
brigade  on  the  twentieth  instant. 

Where  all  did  their  duty  so  well  and  so  com- 
pletely, it  becomes  impossible  to  mention  ailthoae 
who  exhibited  great  gallantry.  That  the  troopa 
of  this  division  did  perform  their  duty  well  and 
completely,  is  evidenced  by  the  bloody  roll  of  the 
killed  and  wounded.  Two  hundred  and  sixty- 
seven  killed,  and  fifteen  hundred  and  ninetv-two 
wounded,  making  eighteen  hundred  and  fort?* 
ircie  ^wanting  the  very  slightly 
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;  than  six.  thousand  men,  is  a  larger 
n  that  of  any  other  division  in  the 
though  placed  in  second  line  at  the 
t  of  the  action,  it  is  an  indubitable 
e  it  had  made  progress  many  min- 
iaturday  and  on  Sunday,  the  troops 
n  had  passed  into  and  repeatedly 
jyond  the  first  line.  And,  without 
etract  from  the  just  fame  of  other 
el  confident  that  much  of  the  credit 
*ess  of  Trimble's  division  has  been 
•there.  The  unusal  proportion  of 
1,  —  the  fact  that  the  four  brigades 
de  commanders,  three  of  them  killed 
isabled,  and  that  out  of  the  division 
tilled  and  two  were  wounded,  —  all 
t  all,  of  every  rank,  bore  their  part 
^at  battle. 

owever,  close  this  report  without 
ore  particularly,  first  the  names  of 
ost  prominent  of  the  gallant  dead, 
tt,  and  Walker  died  heroically  at 
ir  brigades.  The  chivalrous  Duncan 
neral  Trimble's  staff,  fell  while  con- 
rcements  to  repel  the  enemy.  Major 
Tenth  Virginia,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
i  Louisiana,  and  many  others,  fell  to 

Colonel  Warren,  Tenth  Virginia; 
Williams,  Thirty-seventh  Virginia ; 
it-Colonel  Thurston,  Third  North 
ided  while  commanding  the  Third 
•ve  special  mention  for  their  gal- 
Colonel  Funk,  Fifth  Virginia  ; 
venter,  Fiftieth  Virginia ;  Lieuten- 
rown,  First  North  Carolina,  and 
.  Williams  Tenth  Louisiana,  on 
mand  of  the  First,  Second,  Third, 
gades  devolved  respectively.  Lieu- 
Withers,  of  Forty-second  Vir- 
White,  Forty-eighth  Virginia ;  Cap- 
Forty-fourth  Virginia  ;  Captain 
y-first  Virginia ;  Major  Perkins  and 

commanding  Fiftieth  Virginia,  and 
el  J.  C.  Moore,  acting  adjutant- 
es's  brigade,  are  mentioned  for  gal- 
v  their  brigade  commanders.  Also, 
J.  Arnell,  acting  assistant  adjutant- 
ton's  brigade,  and  Captain  Henry 
,  inspector  of  this  brigade,  to  whose 
pod  conduct  I  am  also  an  eye-wit- 

H.  K.  Edmundson,  of  the  Twenty- 
da,  severely  wounded  at  the  head 
it,  also  deserves  special  mention, 
ct  of  the  division  staff  I  cannot 
rhly.  Major  Hoffman  and  Mr. 
an  were  both  severely  wounded 
^charging  their  duties.  Captain  W. 
issistant  adjutant-general,  was  not 
us  for  his  gallantry,  but  discharged 
uties  of  his  position,  both  during 
tattle,  with  a  zeal  and  ability  worthy 
is  did  also  Lieutenant  Hinrichs,  of 

who  acted,  during  the  battle,  as 

Lieutenant  James  I.  Tosh,  my  own 
behaved  with  a  daring  and  bravery 
s  surpassed,  and  aided  me  materi- 
OO.    18  1 


ally  more  than  once  in  rallying  and  pushing1  for- 
ward some  portions  of  the  line,  momentarily 
wavering  under  the  superior  numbers  and  wither- 
ing fire  of  the  enemy. 

1  also  wish  to  express  my  high  appreciation  of 
the  skilful,  zealous,  and  able  manner  in  which  Dr. 
R.  F.  Coleman,  division  surgeon,  discharged  the 
duties  of  his  office.    I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  Colston, 

Brigadier-General. 

Official  copy: 

R.  W.  Hunter,  A.  A.  G., 

Johnson's  Division. 
REPORT  OP  BRIG.-GENERAL  W.  H.  P.  LEE. 

Tliursday,  April  30$.  —  Marched  from  Culpep- 
er  to  Rapidan  station  with  Ninth  and  Thirteenth 
Virginia  cavalry,  and  one  piece  of  artillery  ;  left 
one  squadron  in  Culpeper,  which  fell  back  on  the 
appearance  of  the  enemy,  and  joined  me  at  Rapi- 
dan.  Enemy  appeared  that  evening. 

Friday,  May  1st,  —  Engaged  all  day  with  one 
or  two  brigades  of  cavalry.  One  charge  made  by 
Colonel  Beale  with  one  squadron,  to  draw  them 
out,  took  thirty  prisoners,  but  could  not  bring 
them  off;  was  pressed  very  hard.  Received  or- 
ders from  General  Lee  to  burn  the  bridge  and  fall 
back  to  Gordonsville ;  burnt  the  bridge,  but  held 
my  position  all  day.  Enemy  commenced  moving 
towards  night  in  force  on  my  left.  Withdrew  at 
night  and  marched  towards  Gordonsville. 

Saturday,  May  2d.  —  Reached  Gordonsville  at 
eleven  o'clock  A.  M. ;  heard  on  my  arrival  that  a 
large  body  of  the  enemy  were  at  Trevillian's  De- 
pot and  Louisa  Court-House ;  sent  the  Ninth  Vir- 
ginia cavalry  in  that  direction ;  their  videttes  were 
driven  in  by  the  enemy.  The  Ninth  regiment 
charged  and  drove  them  three  miles,  killed  and 
wounded  a  number,  and  took  thirty-two  prisoners. 
One  Lieutenant  and  four  prisoners  taken  represent- 
ed three  different  regiments.  My  loss  was  three 
or  four  wounded.  Went  to  the  assistance  of  the 
Ninth  with  the  Thirteenth  regiment  and  two  pieces 
of  artillery ;  met  Colonel  Beale  falling  back ;  took 
a  position  and  waited  their  approach.  They  did 
not  advance.  Learned  that  General  Stoneraan 
with  his  whole  cdrps  was  at  Louisa  Court-House, 
moving  towards  James  River ;  supposed  that  his 
object  was  to  tear  up  the  railroad ;  night  coming 
on,  my  men  and  horses  being  wearied  out  by  four 
days'  fighting  and  marching,  I  left  my  pickets 
out  and  withdrew  to  Gordonsville. 

Sunday,  May  3d.  —  Received  information  from 
my  scouts  that  the  enemy  were  leaving  Louisa, 
and  moving  in  the  direction  of  Columbia.  Know- 
ing their  object  was  to  destroy  the  aqueduct,  I 
started  after  them.  Arrived  there  at  night; 
heard  that  they  had  left  in  a  great  hurry ;  pur- 
sued all  night  At  daybreak,  having  travelled 
sixty  or  seventy  miles,  the  enemy  being  three 
hours  ahead  of  me,  halted.  My  videttes  reported 
the  enemy  about  one  mile  in  advance ;  had  ex- 
changed words ;  they  said  they  tetau^eA.  V* 
Fifth  regulars;  kne^r  ti»  ^ax\^.  Ynwa 
was  Wyndham'a.  * 
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Monday,  May  4ih.  —  Started  forward  and  came 
upon  him  drawn  up  in  the  road.  One  squadron 
or  the  Ninth  was  ahead  a  few  hundred  yards ; 
charged ;  the  enemy  charged  at  the  same  time  ; 
fought  hand  to  hand  for  four  or  five  minutes  ; 
routed  the  party ;  killed  six,  wounded  a  num- 
ber, and  took  thirty  three  prisoners,  among  them 
Captain  Owens  and  Lieutenant  Buford.  Captain 
Owens  reported  that  his  regiment  was  not  all 

S resent,  but  that  he  was  on  picket ;  that  General 
iuford  was  only  three  miles  distant.  My  horses 
and  men  being  jaded,  and  having  only  about 
eight  hundred  men,  I  determined  not  to  pursue. 
Continued  back  to  Gordonsville,  having  travelled 
some  seventy  or  eighty  miles. 

Tuesday,  May  5th.  —  Rested,  having  sent  out 
scouting  parties.  Heard  by  telegram  from  Rich- 
mond that  the  enemy  were  everywhere. 

Wednesday,  May  6th.  —  Having  received  infor- 
mation that  the  enemy  were  recrossing  the  rail- 
road, moved  down  upon  his  left  flank ;  came  upon 
his  rear  at  North  Anna  River ;  took  some  seven- 
teen or  eighteen  prisoners.  Their  rear  guard  had 
crossed  the  river  and  torn  up  the  bridge.  It  had 
been  raining  all  day  and  the  river  was  past  ford- 
ing. Hearing  that  this  was  only  one  party,  and 
that  another  column  was  moving  lower  down, 
went  in  that  direction ;  found  they  had  all  crossed 
the  North  Anna,  and  destroyed  the  bridges  be- 
hind them.  Moved  that  night  in  the  direction  of 
Louisa  Court-House.  Bivouacked  in  three  miles 
of  Court-House. 

Ttiursday,  May  1th.  —  Went  to  Trevillians  and 
fed.  Moved  on  at  three  P.  M.  for  Orange  Court- 
House  ;  arrived  at  eight  A.  M.  Scouts  reported 
that  the  enemy  had  crossed  the  Rapidan. 

W.  H.  F.  Lee, 
"  Brigadier-General. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  PENDER. 

Camp  Gregg,  Va.,  Hay  14,  1803. 
Brigadier- General  H.  Heth,  commanding  A.  P. 
HilVs  Division : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  brigade  in 
the  battle  of  Chancellorsville.  Having  arrived  up- 
on the  right  of  the  enemy's  position,  May  second, 
I  was  ordered  to  form  line  of  battle  upon  the  left 
of  the  road  leading  to  Chancellorsville,  in  rear 
and  in  support  of  a  line  formed  by  part  of  Col- 
ston's division.  In  this  order  we  advanced  some 
distance,  when  orders  were  received  to  enter  the 
road  again,  and  push  on  by  the  flank,  in  which 
order  f  moved  until  reaching  the  advance  position 
of  our  troops.  Here,  after  my  men  were  subject- 
ed to  a  most  galling  and  destructive  shelling  from 
the  batteries  near  Chancellorsville,  I  moved  my 
regiments  in  to  the  left,  and  formed  line  of  battle, 
my  right  resting  upon  the  road.  Before  I  had 
completed  my  formation  I  found  that  my  troops 
occupied  the  most  advanced  position  of  our  forces. 
Skirmishers  were  thrown  out  to  the  front,  and  in 
this  position  we  remained  until  the  general  ad- 
vance was  ordered,  early  next  morning,  May  third. 
My  line  had  not  advanced  more  than  one  hundred 
and  Sfty  yards  before  the  firing  became  -very 


heavy;  but  my  men  continued  to  adran^d 
soon  it  became  apparent  that  the  enemy  m 
posted  behind  a  breastwork  of  logs  aad  W 
This  we  carried  without  once  hesitating,  fiejai 
the  breastworks  the  resistance  again  became  wt 
obstinate,  as  if  we  had  come  in  contact  withim 
line  ;  —  but  let  me  here  say  that  the  thickness* 
the  undergrowth  very  much  obstructed  tie  lis 
of  operations  the  whole  of  this  day ;— aodtlM 
its  turn,  was  driven  back  after  a  short  cntat; 
but  farther  on  the  resistance  became  so  gnfl 
from  their  infantry  force,  and  the  tremendous  fct 
from  artillery  on  my  right  regiments,  that  tkj 
were  forced  to  fall  back,  but  rallied  at  the  bre* 
works,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  a  m 
rear.    My  left  regiment,  (Thirteenth  North  G» 
Una,)  not  being  subjected  to  the  artillery  fin, til 
not  fall  back,  but  continued  to  advance  for  a  taj 
distance,  with  the  brigade  on  my  left;  and  bill 
advance  Lieutenant  Ireland,  Company  E,  H* 
teenth  North  Carolina,  rushed  gallantly  fonai 
and  captured  Brigadier-General  Hajrs  and  til 
who  were  endeavoring  to  escape.  Corporal)** 
roe  Robinson,  Company  A,  Thirteenth  NorthOB- 
olina,  also,  about  this  time,  chased  a  coloi-bert 
so  closely  that  he  tore  off  the  colors  and  tfaw 
down  the  staff,  which  was  secured. 

After  the  other  four  regiments  fell  back  to  Ik 
breastworks  and  were  re-formed,  I  advanaA 
again,  the  men  going  forward  with  alacrity;  bet, 
alter  penetrating  the  woods  about  the  same  dis- 
tance as  before,  had  to  fall  back  again.  This,  to 
some  extent,  was  unavoidable,  as  our  line  on  the 
right  of  the  road  had  been  driven  back  about  tha 
time,  and  the  men  thus  found  that  the  enemi 
were  at  least  one  hundred  yards  in  rear  of  them 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  road.   The  Thirteenth 
North  Carolina,  (on  the  left,)  after  advancing  a 
long  way  to  the  front,  was  finally  compelled  to 
fall  back  for  want  of  support  and  ammunition, 
which  it  did  in  good  order.    When  my  line 
forced  back  the  second  time,  supports  came  up, 
and  took  the  advance.   My  men  were  about  oat 
of  ammunition,  broken  down  and  badly  cat  up, 
having  lost  about  seven  hundred  officers  and  men 
in  the  short  time  we  had  been  engaged.  What 
field  officers  were  left  collected  the  men,  after 
they  had  fallen  behind  the  front  line,  and  were 
engaged  at  different  times  during  the  fight 
Knowing  the  ground  pretty  well  by  this  time,  1 
remained  in  the  fight  with  whatever  troops  came 
up,  until  about  the  close  of  the  action,  when  I 
very  readily  got  my  men  into  shape  again,  near 
the  spot  from  where  I  commenced  the  advance. 

I  can  truly  say  that  my  brigade  fought  (Ma; 
third)  with  unsurpassed  courage  and  determina- 
tion. I  never  knew  them  act  universally  so  well 
I  noticed  no  skulking;  and  they  never  showed  an? 
hesitation  in  following  their  colors.  My  list  ol 
killed  and  wounded  will  show  how  manfully  the\ 
fought  on  that  glorious  day.  After  having  wit- 
nessed the  fighting  of  nearly  all  the  troops  that 
fought  on  the  left  of  the  road,  I  am  satisfied  with 
my  own,  but  by  no  means  claiming  any  superior- 
Aty .   Ki\      1      behaved  as  heroes. 
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funded,  and  thus  I  was  deprived  of  as  gallant  a 
.  wan  as  is  to  be  found  in  the  service.  Lieutenant- 
CbJooel  Hyman,  Thirteenth  North  Carolina,  showed 
himself  a  true  and  gallant  officer.    Captain  Rog- 
ers, Thirteenth  North  Carolina,  gallantly  carried 
the  colors  of  his  regiment  for  some  time  after  re- 
ceiving a  wound  in  the  arm.    Adjutant  Walker, 
Thirteenth  North  Carolina,  also  received  high  com- 
mendation from  his  regimental  commander  for  his 
gallantry.    Lieutenant  Smith,  Company  I*,  Thir- 
teen tH  North  Carolina,  has  been  frequently  rec- 
ommended for  promotion  for  gallant  conduct, 
but  thus  far  has  not  been  confirmed.    Being  fired 
upon  "by  one  of  the  enemy,  he  rushed  forward  and 
billed  him  with  his  sword.    Lieutenant  William- 
also  recommended,  as  well  as  Lieutenant 
^"fcitri,  continued  throughout  the  fight,  after  re- 
aving a  flesh  wound  through  the  thigh.  Col- 
>lcElroy  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Stowe,  Six- 
^^uth  North  Carolina,  both  behaved  as  finely  as 
°*acers  could,  until  they  were  both  seriously 
bounded.    And  I  cannot  refrain  from  mentioning 
Private  Wiggins,  of  the  same  regiment,  for  his 
fellantry  and  endurance.    After  being  on  skirmish 
0r  picket  duty  for  three  days  and  nights,  he  vol- 
unteered to  go  out  again,  when  he  very  coolly  and 
jUfliberately  loaded  several  guns,  with  which  he 
billed  several  of  the  enemy.    It  is  with  great  sor- 


row that  I  have  to  record  the  deaths  of  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Cole  and  Major  Odell,  Twenty-second 
North  Carolina ;  two  finer  soldiers  or  more  gal- 
lant men  were  not  to  be  found  in  the  army.  They 
never  failed  me  on  any  occasion.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Ashford,  Lieutenants  Brown  aud  Robin- 
son, Thirty-eighth  North  Carolina,  the  former  part 
of  the  time,  and  the  two  latter  all  the  time,  in 
charge  of  my  sharpshooters,  distinguished  them- 
selves very  much.  Colonel  Ashford  was  remarked 
for  his  gallantry  by  all ;  and  Lieutenant  Brown 
continued  with,  or  in  charge  of,  the  sharpshooters 
for  several  days.  He  is  a  young  man  who  de- 
serves promotion.  He  kept  his  skirmishers  so 
close  to  the  enemy's  breastworks  on  Monday  and 
Tuesday  as  to  pick  off  their  artillery  horses,  men 
working  on  their  trenches,  and  any  one  seen 
mounted.  He  drove  in  their  skirmishers  on  all 
occasions.  I  should  mention  that  Major  Mc- 
Lauchlin,  Thirty-eighth  North  Carolina,  was  badly 
wounded,  while  behaving  most  gallantly.  Adju- 
tant Mclntire,  same  regiment,  is  also  spoken  of 
for  distinguished  conduct.  In  general  terms, 
my  officers,  with  but  few  exceptions,  acted  not 
only  well,  but  remarkably  so. 

The  following  table  will  show  my  loss.  Six 
out  of  ten  field  officers  were  killed  or  seriously 
wounded : 


List  of  Casualties. 


Co: 


Killed. 


I 

o 


I 

X 


Wounded. 


e 
o 


Missing. 


8 

m 
© 


g 

8 


3 
w 


Total. 


m 
© 


General  Staff,  

Thirteenth  North  Carolina  regiment,  .  .  . 
Sixteenth  North  Carolina  regiment, .... 
Twenty-second  North  Carolina  regiment, . 
Thirty -fourth  North  Carolina  regiment, .  . 
Thirty-eighth  North  Carolina  regiment, .  . 

Grand  total,  


31 
14 

28 
17 
18 


11 
7 
7 


107 
66 
122 
107 
70 


108 


30 


502 


15 
14 

20 
11 


60 


12 
10 
10 
4 
0 


45 


198 
95 
164 
144 
99 


710 


1  should  have  stated  that  Colonel  McElroy,  with 
his  regiment,  the  Sixteenth  North  Carolina,  after 
getting  within  three  quarters  of  a  mile  of  the 
point  where  the  battle  opened  Sunday  morning, 
was  directed  to  report  to  General  Stuart,  who 
took  him  to  some  point  in  rear  of  the  enemy, 
where  he  attacked  a  camp  and  routed  them,  when 
he  rejoined  me,  at  three  o'clock  a.  m.,  only  about 
two  hours  before  the  fight  opened,  having  been 
marching  all  day  and  night. 

I  am,'  Sir,  very  respectfully,  W.  D.  Pender, 

Brigadier- General. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  THOMAS. 

Headquarters  Thomas's  Buigadk,  May  19,  1863. 
Captain  B.  H.  Finney,  A.  A.  G.  : 

Captain:  I  hare  the  honor  to  report  that  this 
brigade  was  ordered  by  Major-General  Hill,  on 


the  morning  of  May  second,  to  leave  its  position 
near  Chancellorsville,  on  the  right  of  the  plank 
road  from  Fredericksburg  to  Gordonsville,  and 
move  with  the  division.  In  accordance  with  which 
order  we  moved  with  the  division  a  few  miles, 
when  a  message  was  received  that  the  enemy  had 
attacked  and  were  threatening  to  capture  the  artil- 
lery and  wagon  train  of  the  division,  near  the 
foundery.  One  regiment  was  at  first  sent,  but  the 
danger  being  reported  to  be  most  imminent,  after- 
wards the  whole  brigade,  with  General  Archer's 
brigade,  returned  and  remained  until  the  train  had 
passed  and  the  demonstrations  of  the  enemy  had 
ceased  ;  when  we  moved  on  to  overtake  the  divis- 
ion, which  we  did  about  eleven  o'clock  at  night. 
The  brigade  was  \w  ^o*\yaetcv  \^  ^tokpJl 

Ileth,  commanding  6a\\&\o\\,  oh  >tafc  «*XTCcofc\s&» 
and  front,  on  the  Veft,  oi  the  to*VW&sn%^ 
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the  troops  which  had  been  left  to  protect  it  Ai 
the  apparent  exigency  of  the  case  allowed  no  tine 
to  communicate  with  the  Major-General,  I  ia- 
mediately  ordered  back  my  own  and  Tboom'j 
brigade  ;  but,  when  I  arrived  at  the  furnace,  fond 
that  the  enemy  had  already  been  repulsed  br 
Lieutenant-ColoneJ  Brown,  of  the  artillery,  ul 
some  infantry,  among  which  I  learned  that  upon 
W.  S.  Moore,  Fourteenth  Tennessee  regiaat, 
with  his  company,  bore  a  conspicuous  pan.  1 
enclose,  herewith,  Captain  Moore's  report  Oiinj 
to  the  delay  thus  occasioned,  I  did  not  rejoin  die 
division  until  late  at  night.  During  the  night  I  ^1 
formed  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  division,  ttk 
General  McGowan's  brigade  on  my  left.  The  not 
morning,  about  sunrise,  we  movea  forward  to  tk 
attack,  through  dense  pine  timber,  driving  bete 
us  the  enemy's  skirmishers,  and,  at  a  distanced 
four  hundred  yards,  emerging  into  the  open  fail 
in  front  of  a  battery,  which  was  placed  on  a 
abrupt  hill  near  a  spring-house.  We  adnnctd 
at  double  quick,  and  captured  four  pieces  of 
artillery,  and  about  one  hundred  prisoners,  dm* 
ing  the  infantry  supports  in  confusion  before  as. 
From  this  position  the  enemy  could  be  seen  is 
heavy  force  in  the  woods,  whicn  commenced  about 
six  hundred  yards  diagonally  to  the  right  and 
front,  and  in  the  high  open  ground  to  the  front 
No  other  troops  of  our  army  were,  at  this  time, 
in  sight  of  us.  After  a  few  minutes'  halt  to  re* 
form  our  line,  which  had  become  somewhat  broken 
by  its  rapid  advance  through  the  woods,  I  pro- 
ceeded to  attack  the  wood,  which  I  have  men- 
tioned as  lying  diagonally  to  the  front  and  right 
My  brigade,  which  was  at  the  beginning  only  one 
thousand  four  hundred  strong,  and  entirely  un- 
supported, attacked  with  great  intrepidity;  bat 
the  position  was  strongly  intrenched,  and  manned 
by  vastly  greater  numbers,  and  we  were  forced  to 
retire  from  within  seventy  yards  of  the  intrench- 
ments.  We  again  formed  and  advanced  to  the 
attack,  and  were  again  forced  to  retire.  I  not 
moved  my  brigade  to  the  point  where  we  had 
captured  the  batteries,  to  await  the  arrival  of  re- 
enforcements. 

Soon  after  Major  Pegram  came  up  and  oc- 
cupied the  position  with  artillery.  Colonel  Mer- 
cer came  up  on  the  left  with  three  regiments  of 
Doles's  brigade,  and  General  Anderson  came  up 
from  the  rear,  on  my  right,  with  his  division.  He 
soon  after  moved  to  the  right,  leaving  me  in  sop- 
port  of  the  artillery,  which  had  opened  a  heavy 
and  effective  fire  upon  the  enemy,  which  was  hotly 
returned,  although  with  little  effect.  In  a  few 
minutes  General  Lee  rode  up,  and  soon  directed 
me  to  move  forward  with  my  own  brigade  and  the 
three  regiments  of  Doles's,  which  were  under 
command  of  Colonel  Mercer.  After  advancing 
four  or  five  hundred  yards  Colonel  Mercer  re- 
quested a  short  halt  until  the  ammunition,  which 
had  just  arrived,  could  be  distributed  to  his  regi- 
ments. During  this  halt  I  received  an  order, 
through  one  of  General  Stuart's  staff;  not  to  ad- 
vance farther  until  I  received  the  order  from  him ; 
up  mid  reported  that  a  large  body  of  the  euem\\Wt  o\3d«  ^toa&%^  ^Colonel  Mercer's 

had  attacked  the  train  in  my  rear  and  driven  on  \\eft.  raft,  onm^  f^V>\  mw^  ^sreYj  tarra&^YxA 


Fredericksburg,  and  near  Chancellorsville,  where 
we  remained  until  daylight.  At  an  early  hour  on 
Sunday  morning  the  bngade  was  ordered  to  ad- 
vance and  attack  the  enemy.  We  advanced  at 
once,  driving  a  very  heavy  force  of  skirmishers 
before  us.  After  proceeding  about  two  hundred 
and  fifty  yards  we  found  the  enemy  in  strong 
force  in  our  front,  behind  breastworks.  The 
brigade  charged  with  promptness  and  energy, 
and  at  the  first  charge  drove  the  enemy,  utterly 
routed,  from  their  intrenched  position.  Advan- 
cing still  farther  we  found  a  second  line  of  the 
enemy,  which  we  at  once  drove  from  its  position. 
This  brigade  and  one  regiment  from  the  brigade 
on  our  right,  General  Pender's,  continuing  to  ad- 
vance, driving  the  enemy  before  us,  met  another 
line  of  the  enemy.  After  a  sharp  conflict  this 
line  was  repulsed.  At  this  point,  finding  that 
there  were  no  troops  on  my  left,  and  none  in  sup- 
porting distance  on  my  right  or  rear,  and  the 
enemy  were  advancing  in  very  heavy  force  on  my 
left  flank,  and  making  demonstrations  on  my 
right,  I  ordered  the  brigade  to  move  back,  anil 
took  position  near  the  line  of  the  enemy's  breast- 
works, where  we  remained  until  the  whole  line 
advanced. 

When  the  enemy  had  been  driven  back  at  every 
point,  the  brigade,  according  to  orders,  rejoined 
the  rest  of  the  division. 

I  take  pleasure  in  reporting  that  Colonel  R. 
W.  Folsom,  Fourteenth  Georgia ;  Lieutenant  W. 
L.  Grice,  Forty-fifth  Georgia ;  Major  S.  T.  Player, 
Forty-ninth  Georgia,  and  Captain  John  Duke, 
Thirty-fifth  Georgia,  commanded  their  respective 
regiments  with  marked  success.  All  the  officers 
and  men  of  my  command,  who  were  present, 
acted  with  the  utmost  coolness  and  the  most  dar- 
ing courage  before  the  enemy. 

I  have  to  regret  the  loss  of  several  valuable 
officers.  Captain  Harman,  Fourteenth  Georgia, 
and  Captain  Shaw,  Forty-fifth  Georgia,  were 
killed,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fielder,  Captain 
Hounger,  and  Lieutenant  Solomons  fell  mortally 
wounded,  in  a  few  yards  of  the  enemy's  breast- 
works, gallantly  leading  their  men  to  the  charge. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  L.  Thomas. 

Brigadier-General. 
REPORT  OP  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  ARCHER. 

Headquarters  Archer's  Brigade,  i 
June  2, 1863.  i 

Captain  JR.  E.  Finney,  A.  A.  G. : 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that, 
about  eleven  o'clock  a.  m.,  May  second,  by  order 
of  Major  General  A.  P.  Hill,  1  withdrew  my  bri- 
gade from  its  advanced  position  on  the  "  plank 
road,"  leaving  my  pickets  out  to  wait  until  re- 
lieved, and  proceeded  to  follow  the  other  brigades 
of  the  division,  which,  with  the  exception  of 
Thomas's,  had  gone  to  the  left,  by  the  Welford 
Furnace  road.  Thomas's  brigade  followed  in  my 
rear.  When  I  had  advanced  two  miles  beyond 
■the  furnace,  a  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  cavalry  rode 
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m  ascending  the  hill  in  front  of  Chan- 
in  full  view  and  range  of  the  enemy's 
ch  opened  a  heavy  fire  upon  us. 
of  my  brigade  had  by  this  time,  in  its 
ered  the  woods,  having  swung  around 
the  right  for  this  purpose;  the  left 
Doles's  brigade,  which  was  to  the  left 
e  of  the  enemy's  artillery  fire,  and  all 

of  the  line  on  its  left  (I  do  not  know 
t  they  were),  moved  over  by  flank  to 
s  soon  as  I  observed  this  movement  I 

the  field  to  bring  them  back,  but 
bed  the  plank  road  I  found  they  had 
nd  entered  the  wood  on  its  left.  I 
*ck  across  the  field,  under  the  fire  of 
,  to  the  point  where  my  brigade  had 
wood.  On  account  of  the  denseness 
ed  thicket,  and  the  number  of  men  of 
les,  I  did  not  for  some  time  find  my 
ared  that  it  had  fallen  back,  but  was 
find  that  all  its  little  regiments  had 
iptly  forward  and  driven  the  enemy 
)art  of  their  trenches  farthest  to  the 
rest  to  Chancellor's  house.  All  firing 
>rt  time  after  I  entered  the  wood.  I 
>und  the  brigade  in  the  open  field  and 
livision  on  the  plank  road.  The  next 
ision  fortified  its  position  on  the  left 
ik  road  fronting  the  United  States 
eral  Pender,  in  command  of  the  divis- 
founded  in  the  evening,  the  command 
ion  devolved  on  me,  and  that  of  the 
Colonel  Fry  for  a  short  time,  during 
ing  important  occurred  except  some 
in  front 

n  this  action  was  forty-one  killed  and 
ed  and  seventeen  wounded.  Among 
vas  Major  Smith,  Thirteenth  Alabama 
id  Captain  Stewart,  commanding  Fifth 
ttalion,  and  among  the  latter  Colonel 
Fourteenth  Tennessee  regiment,  se- 
f  A.  A.  General,  Captain  4rcher,  and 
p,  Lieutenant  Thomas,  were  present 
gade  throughout  the  action, 
s  occasion  to  acknowledge  the  gallant 
t  service  of  Mr.  J.  A.  Williams,  of 
a  volunteer  Aid  on  my  staff.  The 
were  commanded  as  follows :  First 
Lieutenant-Colonel  George ;  Thirteenth 
!olonel  Fry ;  Fourteenth  Tennessee, 
Comb,  until  wounded,  and  afterwards 
Wilson  ;  Seventh  Tennessee  by  Lieu- 
nel  Fite,  and  Fifth  Alabama  battalion, 
Stewart. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant. 

J.  J.  Archer, 

Brigadier-General. 

OF  BRIGADIER-GENE KAL  LANE. 

Headquaictkks  Lank' h  Brigade,  / 
"  Camp  Gregg,"  May  10,  1803.  \ 

H.  Finney,  A.  A.  0.  : 
corning  of  the  1st  of  May  my  brigade 
i  it*  position  in  the  second  line,  near 
Crowing,  along  the  plank  road,  in  the 


direction  of  Chancellorsville,  and  that  night 
formed  line  of  battle,  with  skirmishers  thrown  for- 
ward to  the  right  of  the  road,  about  a  mile  and  a 
half  from  the  latter  place.  Next  morning,  after 
the  artillery  fight  on  our  right,  it  was  marched  to 
the  plank  road  above  Chancellorsville,  by  the  way 
of  Welford's  iron  forge,  and  then  ordered  to  move 
down  the  road  by  the  flank,  while  the  three  lines 
of  battle  advanced.  After  it  was  ascertained  that 
the  enemy  werje  rapidly  falling  back,  it  pushed 
forward  with  the  artillery  beyond  the  third  and 
second  lines  to  within  a  short  distance  of  the  first. 
Here  General  A.  P.  Hill  ordered  me  (at  dark)  to  de- 
ploy one  regiment  as  skirmishers  across  the  road, 
to  form  line  of  battle  in  rear  with  the  rest  of  the 
brigade,  and  to  push  vigorously  forward.  In 
other  words,  we  were  ordered  to  make  a  night  at- 
tack, and  capture  the  enemy's  batteries  in  front  if 
possible.  Just  then  they  opened  a  terrific  artillery 
fire,  which  was  responded  to  by  our  batteries.  As 
soon  as  this  was  over,  I  deployed  the  Thirty-third 
North  Carolina  troops  forward  as  skirmishers,  and 
formed  line  of  battle  to  the  rear, —  the  Seventh 
and  Thirty-seventh  to  the  right,  the  Eighteenth  and 
Twenty-eighth  to  the  left,—  the  left  of  the  Thirty- 
seventn  and  right  of  the  Eighteenth  resting  on  the 
road.  I  had  moved  forward  the  Eighteenth  and 
Twenty-eighth  to  within  a  short  distance  of  our 
line  of  skirmishers,  and  was  about  to  move  the 
Seventh  and  Thirty-seventh  to  a  corresponding  po- 
sition before  ordering  the  whole  line  forward,  when 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Smith,  of  a  Pennsylvania  regi- 
ment, entered  our  lines  with  a  white  flag,  and 
wished  to  know  if  we  were  Confederate  or  Union 
troops.  Considering  this  an  illegitimate  use  of 
the  white  flag,  as  he  expressly  stated  it  was  not 
his  object  to  surrender,  and  not  wishing  to  let  him 
return,  I  sent  Lieutenant  Lane  to  General  A.  P. 
Hill  to  know  what  I  should  do.  Our  skirmishers 
on  the  right  soon  after  fired  upon  a  few  of  the  en- 
emy who  had  approached  tolerably  near,  and  a  few 
random  shots  were  fired  by  the  Seventh  and  Thirty- 
seventh  regiments,  without  orders,  which  appear  to 
have  drawn  the  enemy's  artillery  and  infantry  fire. 
I  understand  from  the  official  report  of  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  Eighteenth  North  Carolina 
troops,  that  General  A.  P.  Hill,  staff  and  couriers, 
were  in  the  road  in  advance  of  them  at  the  time, 
and  to  avoid  the  enemy's  fire  some  of  them  dashed 
into  the  woods,  over  the  Eighteenth  regiment, 
which  fired  into  them,  mistaking  them  in  the  dark  for 
the  enemy's  cavalry.  After  this  unfortunate  mistake 
I  received  information  that  a  body  of  troops  was 
moving  on  our  right..  I  at  once  sent  out  Lieutenant 
Emack  and  four  men  to  reconnoitre,  and  they  soon 
returned  with  a  Pennsylvania  regiment,  which  had 
thrown  down  their  arms,  and  surrendered  them- 
selves prisoners  of  war.  This  regiment  was  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Smith,  who  had  com- 
menced to  remonstrate  with  me  for  allowing  it  to  be 
captured  while  he  was  in  my  lines  with  a  white  flag, 
when  the  enemy's  artillery  opened  upon  us  again. 
I  at  once  sent  the  regiment  to  the  rear  under  Cap- 
tain Young,  his  comnany  haviu^  been  failed 
a  guard,  and  tumca  lAerateitroV£&<ra&.  ^stckc&x 
over  to  Captain  Xdamt,%\gcol  oRtaeCtNata 
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to  General  A.  P.  Hill.  General  A.  P.  Hill  being 
wounded,  the  night  attack  was  not  made  as  at 
first  contemplated.  I  withdrew  the  left  wing  of 
the  Thirty-third,  which  formed  on  the  right  of  the 
Seventh,  and  extended  our  line  still  farther  to  the 
right,  with  the  Eighteenth  and  Twenty-eighth  regi- 
ments—  the  right  of  the  Twenty-eighth  resting  on 
a  road  running  obliquely  to>  the  plank  road,  with 
two  of  its  companies  broken  back  to  guard  against 
a  flank  movement.  Between  twelve  and  one 
o'clock  that  night  the  enemy  could  be  heard  mar- 
shalling their  troops  along  our  whole  front,  while 
their  artillery  was  rumbling  up  the  road  on  our 
right.  Soon  after,  their  artillery  opened  right  and 
left,  and  Sickles's  command  rushed  upon  us  with 
loud  and  prolonged  cheering.  They  were  driven 
back  on  the  left  by  our  skirmishers,  but  the  fight 
was  more  stubborn  on  the  right,  which  was  their 
main  point  of  attack.  The  Eighteenth  and  Twenty- 
eighth  and  left  wing  of  the  Thirty-third  engaged 
them  there,  and  gallantly  drove  them  back, 
although  they  had  outflanked  us  and  encountered 
the  two  right  companies  of  the  Twenty-eighth, 
which  had  been  deflected  in  anticipation  of  such  a 
movement.  A  subsequent  attack,  made  about  half 
an  hour  later,  was  similarly  repulsed.  The  Twenty- 
eighth  captured  a  staff  officer.  The  colors  of  the 
Third  Maine  volunteers  were  taken  by  Captain 
Clark's  company  of  the  same  regiment.  The 
Eighteenth  also  captured  an  Aid  to  General  Wil- 
liams. A  number  of  field  and  company  officers, 
and  a  large  number  of  men,  were  captured  along 
our  whole  line.  After  the  enemy  were  repulsed, 
General  McGowan  was  ordered  forward  with  his 
brigade,  and  took  position  on  our  right. 

On  Sunday  morning,  about  sunrise,  the  whole 
brigade  was  wheeled  a  little  to  the  left,  that  the 
line  might  be  perpendicular  to  the  plank  road,  and 
then,  in  obedience  to  orders,  moved  gallantly  for- 
ward with  shouts  driving  in  the  enemy's  skirmishers, 
and  handsomely  charging  and  carrying  their  breast- 
works. The  left  of  the  Thirty-seventh  passed  en- 
tirely over  the  works,  capturing  a  number  of 
prisoners ;  and  the  gallant  old  Seventh  eclipsed  all 
of  its  former  glories.  These  works  were  on  a  hill, 
commanded  by  the,  Chancellorsville  hill,  which  was 
fortified  with  a  line  of  earthworks  for  twenty-eight 
(28)  pieces  of  artillery,  running  nearly  parallel  to 
our  position,  and  between  four  hundred  and  five 
hundred  yards  distant,  with  a  stream  of  water  in- 
tervening. As  soon  as  we  had  dislodged  their 
infantry,  these  guns,  with  others,  opened  a  mur- 
derous fire  of  shell,  grape,  and  canister  upon  us,  a 
fresh  column  of  their  infantry  was  thrown  against 
us,  and  with  our  right  flank  completely  turned, 
we  were  forced  to  fall  back,  with  the  loss  of  about 
one  third  of  the  command.  The  Twenty-eighth 
rigiment,  commanded  by  its  gallant  young  Colonel 
(Lowe),  fell  back  a  few  hundred  yards,  and  was 
ordered  to  give  assistance  wherever  needed,  while 
I  superintended  the  re-forming  of  the  rest  of  the 
brigade,  still  farther  to  the  rear.  Colonel  Lowe 
informs  me  that  the  Twenty-eighth  behaved  well 
throughout  the  remainder  of  the  day ;  that  it  made 


soon  as  the  rest  of  the  brigade  was  re-formed,  ri 
replenished  with  ammunition,  they  were  tab 
back  into  the  woods,  to  the  left  of  toe  plank  ni, 
to  the  support  of  General  Colquitt's  comrad, 
which  was  then  nearly  out  of  ammunition. 

The  woods  which  we  entered  were  on  fire; 
heat  was  excessive ;  the  smoke  arising  from  tar* 
ing  blankets,  oil  cloths,  &c,  very  oflenshre;  tat 
dead  and  dying  of  the  enemy  could  be  seen  on  si 
sides  enveloped  in  flames,  and  the  ground  a 
which  we  formed,  was  so  hot  as  at  first  to  be  da- 
agreeable  to  our  feet.    Nothing  daunted,  bus- 
ever,  the  men  took  their  positions  without  a  m* 
mur,  and  notwithstanding  their  previous  tai 
marching,  desperate  fighting,  and  sleepless  nigta, 
remained  under  arms  again  the  whole  of  Sunday 
night,  in  the  front  line,  while-  heavy  skirmisttit 
was  going  on.    Never  have  1  seen  men  %htm 
gallantly,  and  bear  fatigue  and  hardship 
cheerfully.   I  shall  always  feel  proud  of  the  nobfc 
bearing  of  ray  brigade  in  the  battle  of  Chancd- 
lorsville,  the  bloodiest  in  which  it  has  ever  takes 
a  part,  where  the  Thirty-third  discharged  to 
duties  so  well  as  skirmishers,  and  with  the  fif- 
teenth and  Twentv-eighth  gallantly  repulsed  tw 
night  attacks,  made  by  vastly  superior  numbers, 
and  where  the.  Seven tn  and  Thirty-seventh  Tied 
with  each  other  as  to  who  should  first  drive  tk 
vandals  from  their  works.  Its  gallantry  has  east  it 
many  noble  sacrifices,  and  we  are  called  upon  ti 
mourn  the  loss  of  some  of  our  bravest  spirits. 
The  fearless  Perdie  was  killed  while  urging  for- 
ward his  men ;  the  gentle,  but  gallant  Hill,  aftff 
the  works  had  been  taken,  and  Johnnie  Younj, 
a  mere  boy,  not  yet  eighteen,  but  a  brave  aai 
efficient  Captain,  fell  at  the  head  of  his  company. 
Captain  Kerr,  Lieutenants   Campbell,  Bofek, 
Emack,  Weaver,  Bouchelle,  Babb,  Callais,  snd 
Ragin  all  fell  in  the  gallant  discharge  of  their 
duties,  as  also  did  J.  Roarker  Lane,  of  Company 
E,  Fifth  Virginia  cavalry,  who  at  the  time  w» 
acting  as  my  volunteer  Aid.    I  cannot  speak  n 
too  high  terms  of  the  behavior  of  the  officers  of 
this  brigade.    Colonel  Barbour,  though  wounded, 
was  from  time  to  time  with  his  command,  giving 
all  the  assistance  he  could.    Major  Morris,  wound- 
ed in  the  foot,  left  the  hospital  on  horseback  and 
assisted  in  re-forming  his  regiment.    Major  May- 
hew,  after  the  left  wing  of  the  Thirty-third  wis 
withdrawn,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cowan,  wound- 
ed, gallantly  commanded  the  skirmishers  in  the 
night  attack,  was  wounded  in  the  charge  the  next 
day,  and  is  now  thought  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.    Lieutenant-Colonel  Spear  was  wounded 
in  one  of  the  night  attacks,  and  Colonels  Avery 
and  Haywood,  Lieutenant-Colonels  George  and 
Ashcroft,  and  Major  Davidson,  in  the  charge  of 
Sunday  morning.   After  the  loss  of  so  many  field 
officers,  Major  Barry  and  Captains  Harris,  Saun- 
ders, Brown,  and  Nicholson  rendered  me  great 
assistance.    Captain  Saunders,  in  his  official  re- 
port, calls  special  attention  to  the  efficiency  of 
Lieutenants  E.  Price  and  J.  L.  Farrow  of  the 
Thirty-third  regiment   Lieutenant  Bryan,  ord- 


two  more  charges  under  heavv  artillery  firing,  au&A  itfvucfc  q^«t,  wrA.  \i&\ft«GA2&&  Nicholson,  brigade 
wob  led  in  each  by  Major-deneral  Stuatt.   \s  \ \i^e<*,oT ,  &\%&V*t^A  xJaavt  tafias*  ^^<&*»s*>^ 
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ImIH  i  had  but  few  "  stragglers  "  and  no  "  skulk- 
mwm  "  to  drive  forward  that  I  have  yet  heard  of. 
X  mm  specially  indebted  to  my  Aid-de-camp,  Lieu- 
%«x&€tnt  0.  Lane,  and  to  one  of  my  couriers,  George 
Barringer,  for  the  great  assistance  rendered 
i**^-  They  both  bore  themselves  well  under  the 
hottest  fires.  My  other  courier  was  a  poltroon, 
****ci.  bos  been  sent  back  to  Ids  regiment.  The 
loss  is  twelve  commissioned  officers  killed, 
rj'^y-iiine  wounded,  and  one  missing;  one  hun- 
3*"^d  aQd  forty-nine  enlisted  men  killed,  five  hun- 
***"^d  and  sixty-seven  wounded,  and  one  hundred 
?^**c3  twenty-one  missing ;  making  an  aggregate  of 
***«*e  hundred  and  nine. 

Respectfully, 

James  II.  Lane, 

Brigadier- General. 
BEPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  DOLES. 

II E  A I H}  1"  A  KTEK8   DOLKS'H  BltlOAOE,  KODKh'S  ) 

Division,  Second  Army  Coups,  May  9,  lwvrj.  j 
Qfxptain  Green  Peyton,  A.  A.  G.: 

Captain  :  On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-ninth 
Of  April  this  brigade  was  ordered  to  march  in  the 
direction  of  Hamilton's  Crossing.    The  command 
teas  in  motion  by  eight  o'clock  a.  m.  ;  arrived  at 
the  Crossing  at  ten  A.  M. ;  remained  in  position, 
On  the  crest  of  the  hill  at  the  Hamilton  House, 
Until  two  o'clock  a.  M.,  thirtieth ;  then  moved  in 
position,  left  of  brigade  resting  on  railroad,  con- 
necting with  right  of  General  Iverson's  brigade, 
and  connecting  the  right  with  left  of  General  Col- 
quitt's brigade ;  remained  in  this  position  during 
the  day  and  night.    At  two  o'clock,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  May  first,  marched  towards  Orange  Court- 
House  plank  road.     About  one  o'clock  p.  M.f 
formed  line  of  battle  on  the  plunk  road,  about 
two  miles  from  Todd's  Tavern ;  threw  out  skir- 
mishers, driving  back  those  of  the  enemy,  and  took 
six  prisoners.    About  six  1\  M.,  same  day,  moved 
up  the  dirt  road,  one  mile  beyond  Todd's  Tavern, 
and  bivouacked  for  the  night.     About  six  o'clock 
A.  M.,  May  second,  moved  up  the  dirt  road  about 
half  a  mile,  filed  off  to  the  left  on  the  Furnace 
Koad,  arriving  at  Germana  Road  about  three  and 
a  half  o'clock  p.  M.»  and  formed  line  of  battle, 
left  of  brigade  resting  on  said  road.  Brigade 
formed  as  follows  :  Fourth,  Forty-fourth,  Twenty- 
firi?t,  and  Twelfth  Georgia;  the  Fourth  Georgia 
resting  on  road,  skirmishers  thrown  forward  about 
four  hundred  yards  in  advance.    At  five  o'clock 
P.  M.,  the  order  was  given  to*  advance  against  the 
enemy.    The  brigade  moved  as  rapidly  as  possible 
through  a  very  thick  wood,  and  skirmishers  were 
immediately  engaged  by  those  of  the  enemy. 
Our  forces,  marching  rapidly  forward,  assisted  m 
driving  in  the  enemy's  sharpshooters,  when  we 
were  subjected  to  a  very  heavy  musket  fire,  and 
grape,  canister,  and  shell.    The  command  was  or- 
dered to  attack  the  enemy  in  liis  intrenched  posi- 
tion, drive  him  from  it,  and  take  his  batteries. 
The  order  was  nromptly  obeyed  ;  the  Fourth  and 
Forty-fourth  Georgia  assaulted  his  position  in 
front;  the  Twenty-first  Georgia  was  ordered  to 
move  towards  the  left  and  Hank  him,  so  as  to  en- 
Blade  bis  intrenchments  ;  the  Twelfth  Georgia 


was  ordered  forward,  and  to  the  right,  to  attack  a 
force  of  the  enemy  on  the  right.  After  a  resist- 
ance of  about  ten  minutes,  we  drove  him  from  his 
jwsitions  on  the  left,  and  carried  his  battery  of  two 
guns,  caissons,  and  horses.  The  movement  of  the 
Twelfth  Georgia  on  the  right  was  successful.  The 
order  to  forward  was  given,  when  the  command 
moved  forward  at  the  double  quick  "  to  as- 
sault the  enemy,  who  had  taken  up  a  strong  po- 
sition on  the  crest  of  a  hill,  in  the  open  field.  He 
was  soon  driven  from  this  position,  the  command 
pursuing  him.  He  made  a  stubborn  resistance 
from  behind  a  wattling  fence,  on  a  hill  covered 
thickly  with  pine.  The  whole  command  moved 
gallantly  against  this  position,  the  Fourth  and 
Forty-fourth  Georgia  in  front,  and  the  Twenty- 
first  and  Twelfth  on  his  left  flank  and  rear.  Here 
we  captured  one  gun,  (a  rifled  piece.)  We  pur- 
sued his  retreating  forces  about  three  hundred 
yards  over  an  open  field,  receiving  a  very*  severe 
fire  from  musketry  and  a  battery  of  four  pieces  on 
the  crest  of  the  lull  that  commanded  the  field  be- 
low ;  his  infantry  was  in  lar^e  force,  and  well  pro- 
tected by  rifle  pits  and  intrenchments.  The 
command  was  ordered  to  "take"  the  intrench-  t 
menu  and  the  battery,  which  was  done  after  a 
resistance  of  about  twenty  minutes.  The  enemy 
fled  in  utter  confusion,  leaving  his  battery  of  four 
pieces,  his  wounded,  and  many  prisoners.  The 
Twelfth  Georgia,  and  the  larger  portion  of  the 
other  regiments,  were  formed  in  good  order,  and 
pursued  him  through  the  pine  forest,  moving  some 
live  hundred  yards  to  the  front,  and  holding  that 
position  until  after  dark.  While  in  this  advanced 
position  the  enemy  abandoned  one  gun.  Fresh 
troops  having  been  placed  in  that  position,  after 
dark  I  ordered  the  command  to  retire  to  the  edge 
of  the  woods  for  the  purpose  of  replenishing  am- 
munition, the  men  being  entirely  out,  and  it  being 
impossible  to  get  ammunition  to  them.  After  re- 
pleni>hing  with  ammunition,  we  were  ordered  to 
bivouac  on  the  field  for  the  night  During  this 
engagement,  which  lasted  from  about  five  and  a 
half  to  nine  o'clock  P.  M.,  the  command  captured 
eight  pieces  of  artillery  and  many  prisoners.  The 
pieces  of  artillery  were  ordered  to  be  carried  to 
the  rear,  and  turned  over  to  the  first  artillery  or 
ordnance  officer  found.  In  this  engagement  we 
lost  many  gallant  men  killed  and  wounded. 
Among  the  killed  were  Captain  II.  M.  Bisel,  com- 
pany K,  Fourth  Georgia ;  Captain  G.  G.  Green, 
company  F ;  Captain  H.  M.  Creidle  and  Lieuten- 
ant A.  M.  Burnside,  acting  adjutant  of  the  Forty- 
fourth  Georgia,  and  Captain  U.  C.  Allen,  Twenty- 
first  Georgia,  who  fell  while  gallantly  and  nobly 
leading  their  commands.  Colonel  Phillip  Cook, 
Fourth  Georgia,  severely,  and  Captain  A.  C.Wat- 
kins,  company  A,  Twenty-first  Georgia,  mortally 
wounded  while  leading  their  commands  in  a  charge 
against  the  enemy.  Sunday  morning,  May  third, 
at  six  o  clock,  the  command  was  ordered  forward, 
as  follows :  Forty-fourth,  Twenty-first,  Twelfth, 
Fourth,  the  left  of  the  Forty-fourth  connecting 
with  the  right  of  General  Uamseur's  brigade. 
The  march  to  the  front  nva*  \\vtow«^& 
pine  and  swamp.   Dux\\\£      mviiOk  >^  \s& 
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the  brigade  lost  its  connection  with  the  right  of 
General  Ramseur,  and  moved  off  by  the  "  right 
flank,"  passing  in  rear  of  the  regiments  to  its 
right,  whilst  four  companies  of  the  Twenty-first 
Georgia  and  the  Twelfth  Georgia,  with  portions 
of  the  Forty-fourth  and  Fourtn,  moved  to  the 
front.  The  right  portion  of  the  brigade  was  or- 
dered by  General  Stuart  to  support  a  battery  to 
its  right,  while  the  left  moved  forward,  assaulting 
the  enemy,  and  assisting  in  driving  him  from  his 
position  from  behind  a  strong  work  of  logs.  He 
was  dislodged,  after  a  very  stubborn  resistance,  by 
a  charge.  This  portion  of  the  command  kept  up 
the  pursuit,  driving  him  through  the  woods,  back 
on  his  batteries  on  the  heights  near  Chancellors- 
ville.  While  moving  to  assault  him,  in  his  posi- 
tion on  the  hill,  I  discovered  the  enemy  in  large 
force  to  my  right.  Colonel  Willis,  commanding 
Twelfth  Georgia,  was  ordered  to  wheel  his  regi- 
ment to  the  right  and  engage  him,  the  other  com- 
panies coming  up  promptly  to  Colonel  Willis's 
support.  The  enemy,  after  the  first  fire,  fled.  A 
large  number  threw  down  their  arms  and  surren- 
dered; they  were  ordered  to  the  rear.  Being 
protected  by  the  crest  of  a  hill  to  the  left  of  the 
enemy's  batteries,  we  moved  by  the  flank,  getting 
in  his  rear,  when  he  abandoned  seven  pieces  of 
artillery  on  the  field  and  fled.  We  were  attacked 
in  our  rear  by  his  infantry  force  from  the  woods ; 
we  faced  to  the  rear,  charged  the  wood,  and  after 
a  few  minutes'  resistance  he  withdrew.  After  he 
withdrew,  his  batteries  at  the  Chancellorsville 
House  opened  a  very  destructive  fire  on  us  with 
grape,  canister,  and  shrapnel.  We  were  in  about 
four  hundred  yards  of  his  batteries.  We  did  not 
have  force  enough  to  carry  his  position,  and  see- 
ing no  support  on  the  field,  and  the  enemy  mov- 
ing a  large  infantry  force  to  our  right,  we  with- 
drew to  the  woods  where  we  first  engaged  him. 
That  portion  of  the  brigade  ordered  to  support 
our  battery  was  under  command  of  Colonel  J.  T. 
Mercer,  Twenty-first  Georgia;  they  were  after- 
wards ordered  forward,  and  to  conform  to  the 
movements  of  General  Archer's  brigade.  After 


advancing  to  the  woods,  from  which  veil 
forced  to  retire,  they  were  also  forced  to  rets*  . 
The  brigade  was  re-formed,  and,  by  order  froa 
General  Lee,  ordered  to  the  spring  to  oar  right,  n  ■ 
act  as  provost  guard  over  a  large  number  of  pot  I 
oners  collected  there.   We  remained  there  tut ' 
three  hours,  and  sent  prisoners  to  the  rear  n 
Lieutenant  R.  V.  Jones,  brigade-inspector,  ft  < 
then  joined  the  division  on  the  Germaoa  Roads: 
Chancellors ville,  and  remained  in  position  m  ftr* 
road  that  night.    On  Monday,  the  fourth,  it  ioi  ■■ 
ordered  to  move  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  mi  : 
and  connect  my  left  with  the  right  of  Geooi  ■ 
Pender.    On  Tuesday,  the  fifth,  the  ikinusai  ! 
were  ordered  to  press  forward  and  feel  the  ema, 
and  ascertain  his  position  and  strength.  Tm 
found  him  in  strong  numbers  and  well  lntreocm 
On  Wednesday,  the  sixth,  at  daylight,  skinnta 
were  again  ordered  to  feel  tne  enemy.  Hb 
moved  to  the  front,  and  found  he  had  encmM 
his  position  and  withdrawn  his  forces  scroti  tk 
river.    About  two  o'clock  P.  M.,  we  were  oideni 
to  march  back  to  our  old  encampment  In  dtt> 
ing  this  report,  I  cannot  speak  in  terms  too  MA 
of  Colonel  Cook  and  Lieutenant  Winn,  of « 
Fourth  Georgia;    Colonel  Willis  and  Miji 
Hardeman,  of  the  Twelfth  Georgia ;  Iieutentsr 
Colonel  Lumpkin,  Forty-fourth  Georgia ;  CokaA 
Mercer  and  Major  Glover,  Twenty-first  Georn. 
To  their  promptness  and  gallantry,  and  the  « 
manner  in  which  they  were  sustained  by  tbe  ci- 
cers  and  men  of  their  commands,  all  of  whom  Si 
their  whole  duty,  I  acknowledge  my  indebtedness 
Attention  is  respectfully  called  to  their  repoiti, 
which  you  will  nnd  enclosed.  .  To  my  stafl,  &f» 
tain  Snead,  assistant  adjutant-general ;  lieuten- 
ant Hawkins,  aid-de-camp;  Lieutenant  Jooet, 
brigade-inspector ;  Sergeant  Furlow,  and  prifiM 
Cheeves  and  Ormsby,  couriers,  I  am  under  mtij 
obligations  for  assistance  given  me.    I  respectfully 
commend  them  for  "gallantry  and  meritorioti 
conduct."   This  brigade  went  into  action  iiA 
one  hundred  and  twenty-six  officers  and  one  tint* 
sand  four  hundred  and  sixty-eight  enlisted  men. 


Casualties  in  Brigade. 


Regiments. 


Fourth  Georgia,.  .  .  . 
Twelfth  Georgia,  .  .  • 
Twenty-first  Georgia, . 
Forty-fourth  Georgia, . 


Grand  total, . 


Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missnro. 

Men. 

Men. 

I 

i 

EnUsted 

Officers. 

Enlisted 

'  Enlisted 

< 

1 
1 

2 

28 
11 
15 
8 

12 
4 
8 
7 

f  • 

103 
64 
66 
09 

11 
* 

10 
6 

IS 
71 
« 

in 

4 

02 

SI 

312 

28 

437 

I  am,  Captain,  most  respectful  ^o\xr%,  Ctao.  Doura, 
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>BT  OP  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  COLQUITT. 

Hkadquabters  Colquitt's  Brigade,  wear  ) 
Fredericksburg,  May  16,  H3G3.  j 

am  Peyton^ 

eiewith  I  submit  a  report  of  the  part  taken 
y  brigade  in  the  recent  engagement  at  Chan- 
rsville,  and  the  affairs  connected  with  it. 
i  the  morning  of  April  twenty-ninth,  intel- 
ce  being  received  that  a  portion  of  the  Fed- 
«rmy  had  succeeded  in  crossing  the  river 
Treaericksburg,  my  brigade  was  put  under 
and  marched  to  Hamilton's  Crossing. 
xt  cover  of  a  hill,  protected  from  the  enemy's 
ery,  we  lay  during  the  day,  and  at  three 
2k,  next  morning,  took  position  upon  a  line 
■nporary  intrenchments  in  front  of  the  enemy. 
nterval8,  during  the  day,  a  fire  of  artillery 
•d  upon  , us,  but  without  effect 
;  dawn,  on  the  morning  of  May  first,  we  took 
ye  line  of  march,  and,  after  proceeding  six  or 
D  miles  above  Fredericksburg,  came  upon  a 
bn  of  our  forces  who  had  been  engaging  the 
ly.  Discharges  of  artillery  and  musketry 
r  still  heard.  The  division  being  formed  in 
of  battle,  my  bosition  was  upon  the  right, 
us  order  we  advanced  a  few  hundred  yards, 
i  my  command  was  thrown  into  some  con- 
n  by  coming  in  contact  with  the  troops  of 
sal  McLaws^  command,  formed  perpendicu- 
9  my  own  line.  The  line  being  rectified,  we 
n  again  to  advance,  when  instructions  were 
ved  that  we  should  halt  and  await  future 
re.  The  skirmishers,  moving  in  advance, 
sd  up  fifteen  or  twenty  prisoners.  At  sun- 
l  we  were  withdrawn  to  the  plank  road,  and 
inued  the  march  for  two  or  three  miles,  when 
ivouacked  for  the  night  Early  the  next  morn- 
ire  were  again  put  in  motion,  my  brigade  in 
t,  and,  turning  to  the  left  from  the  plank 
,  leading  from  Fredericksburg  to  Orange 
rt-House,  it  was  obvious  that  we  Were  aiming 
he  flank  and  rear  of  the  enemy, 
a  reaching  the  furnace,  a  mile  distant  from 
point  of  divergence,  I  detached,  by  order  of 
era!  Jackson,  a  regiment,  (the  Twenty-third 
rgia,  Colonel  Best,)  with  instructions  to  guard 
funk  of  the  column  in  motion  against  a  sur- 
e,  and  to  call,  if  necessary,  upon  any  officer 
se  command  was  passing,  for  reinforcements, 
the  subsequent  action  and  fate  of  this  regi- 
t  I  refer  to  the  accompanying  report  of 
welBest 

fter  a  continuous  march  of  six  miles  we  again 
hed  the  plank  road,  which  we  had  left.  My 
ade  was  placed  in  ambush  along  the  line  of 
road,  with  the  expectation  that  some  demon- 
ion  would  be  made  by  the  enemy's  cavalry, 
he  mean  time  the  division  filed  past,  and  I 
^  in  upon  the  rear.  At  four  o'clock  we 
bed  the  road  running  through  Chancellorsville 

 .  Here  we  formed  line  of  battle,  my  bri- 

!  upon  the  right,  and  uniting  with  Doles  upon 
left.  In  this  order  we  advanced  for  a  few 
lred  yards,  when  intelligence  was  commnni- 
1  to  me  by  the  ekirmisbeiB  that  a  body  of  the  i 


enemy  was  upon  my  right  flank.  I  ordered  a  halt, 
and  called  back  the  Sixth  Georgia,  which  had  con- 
tinued to  advance.  The  regiment  upon  the  right, 
the  Nineteenth  Georgia,  was  quickly  thrown  into 
position  to  meet  any  demonstration  upon  the 
flank,  and  ordered  to  advance  about  one  hundred 
yards  to  the  summit  of  a  hill.    The  enemy *s  force 

{>roved  to  be  a  small  body  of  cavalry,  which  gal- 
oped away  as  soon  as  the  regiment  advancing 
towards  them  was  discovered,  and  a  picket  of 
infantry,  which  was  captured  by  my  skirmishers. 

All  apprehension  in  this  quarter  being  allayed, 
we  advanced  again  to  the  front,  to  renew  connec- 
tion with  the  line  that  had  preceded  us.    As  we 
emerged  from  the  woods  into  an  open  field,  I  dis- 
covered Doles's  brigade  hotly  engaged  with  the 
enemy  at  his  first  works.    With  a  shout  and  at  a 
double  quick  we  moved  to  his  support ;  but  before 
we  reached  musket  range,  the  enemy  broke  in 
|  confusion  and  fled.  I  halted  in  the  open  field  and 
brought  up  two  of  my  regiments,  which  had  been 
delayed  in  crossing  a  creek  and  in  climbing  its 
steep  banks.    It  was  near  dark  and  too  late  for 
further  action.    At  ten  o'clock  I  relieved  the  bri- 
>  gade  of  General  McGowan,  watching  a  road  lead- 
I  ing  to  one  of  the  enemy's  main  positions,  and  de- 
!  tailed  the  Sixth  Georgia  regiment  to  support  a 
!  battery  in  front  During  the  night,  the  alarm  being 
!  given,  my  whole  command  was  moved  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  battery,  and  was  subjected,  at  intervals, 
to  a  fierce  artillery  fire  from  the  enemy. 

Early  the  ensuing  morning  I  took  my  position 
in  line  of  battle  on  the  extreme  right,  and,  in  pur- 
suance of  orders,  was  advanciug  upon  the  ene- 
my's position,  when  I  received  orders  to  move  to 
the  support  of  General  Archer,  a  guide  being 
furnished  to  direct  me  to  him.  I  had  proceeded 
but  a  short  distance,  when  I  was  ordered  to  re- 
pair, in  haste,  to  the  extreme  left  of  our  line, 
where  the  enemy  threatened  to  turn  our  flank.  I 
had  scarcely  reached  the  new  position,  when  I 
was  again  ordered  to  the  right,  and  thence  again 
to  the  left.  While  our  forces  were  occupied  in 
the  assault  on  Chancellorsvillef  the  enemy  sought 
to  assail  them  in  flank,  and  made  desperate  efforts 
to  regain  possession  of  the  turnpike.  It  was  to 
defeat  this  object  that  my  brigade  was  thrown  to 
the  left  Forming  line  of  battle  parallel  to  the 
road,  I  advanced,  in  face  of  a  severe  fire,  to  a 
line  of  breastworks  from  which  the  enemy  had 
been  driven.  Here  I  found  the  Third  Alabama, 
of  Kodes's  brigade,  and  some  Louisiana  and 
South  Carolina  regiments  stubbornly  resisting  his 
advance.  They  had  well  nigh  exhausted  their  am- 
munition. Upon  my  arrival  they  withdrew,  pro- 
ducing some  confusion  in  rushing  through  ray 
ranks.  It  was  momentary,  however.  Advancing 
beyond  the  breastworks,  we  opened  a  furious  and 
well-directed  fire  upon  the  enemy.  The  contest 
was  sharp  and  fierce  for  a  few  moments.  I 
ordered  a  charge,  which  was  responded  to  with  a 
shout  at  a  double  quick.  The  enemy  broke  and 
fied  in  confusion,  throwing  away  arms,  accoutre- 
ments, and  every  encumbrance.  We  continued  % 
the  pursuit  for  half  a  m\let  V.V&Ti^  «x&  ^Xxxrc^ 
many,  and  driving  the  £ugvXi\s%  voto  tatti&L- 
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cations  in  rear  of  Chancellorsville.  Coming  to  a 
halt,  we  lay  under  cover  of  woods  within  four  hun- 
dred yards  of  their  works,  for  four  or  five  hours. 
Some  demonstrations  being  made  upon  my  left, 
the  brigade  of  General  Lane  was  sent  to  my  sup- 
port. Previously,  the  Fiftieth  Virginia,  Capt£m 
Matthews,  and  a  detachment  of  a  South  Carolina 
regiment,  under  Major  Gordon,  had  joined  me  as 
reenforeemcnts.  Tne  enemy  did  not  show  him- 
self again  outside  of  his  works.  At  four  o'clock 
I  was  relieved,  by  the  direction  of  Major-General 
A.  P.  Hill,  under  the  command  of  General  Pender. 
We  took  position  soon  after  in  the  trenches  about 
Chancellorsville,  where  we  lay  until  ordered  back 
to  our  camp,  near  Grace  Church. 

Colonels  Zachery,  Gravbill,  and  Hutchins  led 
their  regiments  with  spirit  and  energy.  Captain 
Gratten,  assistant  adjutant-general,  and  Lieuten- 
ant Handle,  aid-de-camp,  were  indefatigable  in 
their  efforts,  and  conspicuously  bold  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duties.  Mr.  H.  H.  Colquitt, 
acting  upon  my  staff,  bore  himself  with  spirit  and 
coolnesss. 

Especial  credit  is  due  Captain  William  M. 
Arnold,  Sixth  Georgia  regiment,  who  commanded 
the  battalion  of  skirmishers.  His  energy,  zeal, 
and  gallantry  won  my  admiration. 

A.  H.  Colquitt, 

Brlgradier-General. 

The  names  of  the  following  officers  and  men  are 
mentioned  by  their  regimental  commanders  as 
deserving  special  notice  for  meritorious  conduct : 

Company  A>  Sixth  Georgia  regiment  — Cor- 
porals It.  W.  Clarke,  Wm.  Chappell ;  private  W. 
G.  Howell. 

Company  D,  Twenty -seventh  Georgia  regiment. 

—  Lieutenant  G.  W.  Latham,  commanding. 
Company  F,  Twenty -seventh  Georgia  regiment 

—  Lieutenant  W.  P.  Edwards,  commanding ;  Ser- 
geant James  Shirah. 

Company  G\  Twenty-seventh  Georgia  regiment. 

—  Sergeant  W.  A.  Webb ;  corporals  S.  C.  Tent- 
rell,  C.  M.  Newbu/y ;  privates  H.  Newberry,  M. 
Merritt,  J.  Murchison,  J.  Haskins,  J.  Worsham, 
W.  G.  Clary,  and  Simon  Johnson. 

Company  E,  Twenty-Seventh  Georgia  regiment. 

—  Privates  A.  L.  Dodd,  John  J.  Buffington,  G. 
M.  Dodd,  James  Larter,  Thomas  J.  Horton,  and 
A.  J.  Whitaker. 

Company  G,  Twenty-seventh  Georgia  regiment. 

—  Privates  T.  J.  Reavis  and  J.  C.  Curtis. 
Company  H,  Twenty-seventh  Georgia  regiment. 

—  Sergeants  J.  B.  Bryant  and  T.  J.  Duke ;  cor- 
poral B.  P.  Pryor ;  privates  B.  F.  Norris,  G.  W. 
Rape,  J.  M.  Lindsay,  and  John  H.  Lewis. 

Company  K,  Twenty -seventh  Georgia  regiment. 

—  Private  William  Connell. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  IVKRSON. 

ITeadquarteks  Iverson's  Brigade,  ) 
May  13, 1803.  | 

Captain  G.  Peyton,  A.  A.  G. : 
,      Having  rested  on  our  arms  on  the  extreme  left 
of  the  third  line  of  battle,  composed  of  the  iroo\>* 
of  Rodes'8  division,  during  the  mght  of  "Mwj 


second,  about  six  o'clock  A.  M.,  of  Mar  tfak^d 
advanced  with  the  whole  line,  one  brigisH 
which  (Rodes's)  intervened  between  mine  aij 
plank  road. 

My  command  was  formed  in  the 
order,  from  right  to  left:  Twenty-third] 
Carolina,  Twentieth  North  Carolina,  j 
Carolina,  and  Fifth  North  Carolina, 

The  direction  was  Chancellorsville,  i 
the  left  of  and  parallel  to  Germani  rotd. 
vancing  through  the  almost  impenetrable  i 
growth,  subjected  to  the  incessant  artillery  I 
the  enemy,  it  was  impossible  to  see  any  port! 
the  brigad e  over  fifty  yards.  In  conseqaeajtofi 
difficulty  of  proceeding,  I  soon  received  r 
tion  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lee,  conn 
the  Fifth  North  Carolina,  that  his  regfaatd 
disconnected  from  the  brigade.   Fearing  tfc  j 
might  get  lost,  and  fall  into  the  tanas  4i 
enemy,  I  sent  him  word  to  move  by  the  i 
flank,  and  then  close  up.   This  manoeuneti 
him  in  rear  of  the  line,  leaving  the  Twelfth! 
Carolina  on  the  left  flank,  upon 
first  barricades  of  the  enemy,  which  bad! 
carried  by  the  first  line  of  our  troops,  a  bwyl 
of  artillery  opened  on  my  left,  raking  tfaeiM 
line,  and  the  skirmishers  of  the  enemy  fail; 
my  left  flank.    I  ordered  Lieutenant-Ctfcfl 
Johnston,  commanding  Twelfth  North  CtaM 
to  deploy  skirmishers  to  protect  his  flank,  aiij 
press  on.  At  the  barricades,  I  met  GenertlBel|l 
and  informed  him  that  the  enemy  were  tims»  1 
ing  my  flank.    My  brigade  pressed  on,  tod  feat] 
the  troops  of  the  first  lines  retiring  befoul] 
heavy  force  of  the  enemy,  and  we  benneil  j 
first  line,  engaging  the  enemy  in  front,  who  fail 
ually  retired  before  us ;  but  at  this  time  they  iA  I 
advancing  in  heavy  force  on  my  left  flank.  \ 
spatched  a  messenger  to  General  Stuart  with  til 
information,  and  asked  him  for  reenforeeat*  ' 
Before  any  could  have  arrived  they  dosed  ^fc  , 
us,  forcing  the  Twelfth  and  Twentieth  ftnt  1 
Carolina  to  retire  to  the  barricades.  Cobaaft 
H.  Christie,  with  five  companies  of  his  regjaflfc 
had  charged  that  part  of  the  enemy's  battery  nl* 
ing  on  the  plank  road,  captured  it  by  an  caftaV 
ing  fire,  and  caused  the  abandonment  of  te 
guns,  when,  finding  that  he  was  outflanked  fat 
die  left,  was  forced  to  retire  after  a  ^P** 
fight,  losing  many  men  killed,  wounded,  aaajrit 
oners.   It  is  supposed  that  Major  Black  wed,  d 
the  Twenty-third  North  Carolina,  was  capM 
here.   Lieutenant  Colonel  Lee,  with  the  TSI 
North  Carolina,  had  come  up  in  the  mean  OB 
but  had  not  been  engaged ;  he  reported  bis  rnj 
ment  to  me  in  the  centre  of  my  brigade,  sad* 
ordered  to  sustain  two  regiments  of  Rodes's  b 
gade,  in  an  advanced  position,  but  finding  I 
whole  falling  back,  he  also  retired  to  the  brae 
works.   Finding  the  danger  from  the  forcing 
our  left  flank  imminent,  and  the  enemy  still  pre 
ing  on,  I  was  forced  to  give  my  whole  attenti 
to  that  point,  and,  in  conjunction  with  Gene 
Thomas,  formed  a  portion  of  a  T^jmi^^  brigs 
m\b.  v«o  Tfe^K&Tto     Rodes's  brigade,  I  tM 
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of  the  enemy  from  the  left.  At  the  same 
taring  learned  that  the  troops  with  General 
lad  driven  the  enemy,  and  effected  a  junction 
tike  right  of  our  corps,  I  announced  the  fact 
fhrigode,  and  again  advanced  them  to  the 
;  Ttkey  had  gone  but  a  short  distance  when 
©ops  I  had  formed  on  the  left  became  en- 
I  with  the  advancing  line  of  the  enemy.  I 
oommunicated  with  Colonel  S.  B.  Pickens, 
anding  Twelfth  Alabama,  whose  gallantry 
•  occasion  I  cannot  too  highly  commend,  so 
etely  and  courageously  did  he  lend  himself 
me  in  preparing  the  line  to  resist  an  attack, 
rdered  him  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check  till 
Id  procure  reinforcements.  The  incessant 
i  of  balls  showed  that  the  enemy  were  in 
and  I  found  that  the  advance  of  my  brigade 
ontinually  checked  by  the  enemy  on  the  left 
ling  the  line.   Leaving  the  troops  I  had 

I  in  position,  I  went  out  to  the  plank  road 
■utance,  and  observing  troops  in  line  on  the 
of  the  road,  I  sent  Captain  J.  P.  Halsey  to 
for  aid.  He  communicated  with  General 
on,  who  promptly  moved  a  portion  of  his 
und  in  tne  required  direction.  I  saw  Gen- 
Stuart,  and  informed  him  of  the  situation, 
he  immediately  forwarded  the  brigade  of 
ill  Colquitt  to  support  the  left  Returning 
itch  the  effect  of  tne  reinforcements,  I  re- 
ft* a  contusion  in  the  groin  from  a  spent  ball, 
ti  made  walking  very  painful,  and  as  the  bat- 
Mted  shortly  after,  I  requested  Colonel  Chris- 
» take  the  command  of  the  brigade  till  I  could 
ire  my  horse.    Upon  joining  the  brigade  in 

I I  received  orders  from  General  Rodes  to 
i  up  the  plank  road,  and  take  position,  with 

St  resting  on  the  brick  house  at  Chancel- 
,  where  we  fortified  our  position,  by  the 
if  bayonets  and  fingers,  and  remained  sub- 
1  on  several  occasions  to  the  shells  and  can- 
of  the  enemy,  until  Wednesday  evening, 
sixth,  when  ordered  to  return  to  camp. 
Wednesday  morning,  the  enemy  having  re- 
akirmishers  were  pressed  forward  to  the 
capturing  many  prisoners.  When  a  whole 
and  behaved  so  well  as  mine  did,  I  shall  be 
d  to  confine  myself,  with  one  exception,  to 
>mmendation  of  officers  commanding  regi- 
,  leaving  it  to  them  to  name  individuals 
guished  for  conduct.  The  exception  is, 
*nant  Malone,  of  the  Fifth  North  Carolina, 
whom  I  depended  for  correct  information 
the  line  of  skirmishers.  He  was  nearly 
s  in  front,  and,  on  Wednesday  morning, 
informed  of  my  wish  to  find  out  the  posi- 
f  the  enemy,  crept  forward,  alone,  into  their 
chments,  and  brought  me  in  news  of  the 
ition. 

onel  D.  H.  Christie,  for  the  gallant  manner 
ich  he  fought  his  regiment  at  the  breast- 
of  the  enemy,  deserves  promotion,  and  I 
take  occasion  to  recommend  him  for  the 

cmel  T.  F.  Toon,  Twentieth  North  Carolina, 
ounded  while  fighting  his  regiment  gallantly 
frontline.  I 


Lieutenant-Colonel  R.  1).  Johnston,  of  the 
Twenty-third  North  Carolina,  to  whom  I  had 
given  command  of  the  Twelfth  North  Carolina, 
cannot  be  too  highly  praised  for  the  distinguished 
courage  with  which  he  commanded,  under  trying 
circumstances. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Lee,  up  to  the  time  of  his 
wound,  bore  himself,  and  commanded  his  regi- 
ment with  determined  bravery. 

My  thanks  are  due  Captain  D.  P.  Halsey,  A. 
A.  G.,  for  his  promptness  and  readiness  in  carry- 
ing my  orders  to  any  part  of  the  field,  and  the 
thanks  of  the  country  are  due  the  whole  command, 
officers  and  men,  for  their  unexceptionable  con- 
duct 

Lists  of  casualties  are  enclosed  with  regimental 
reports. 

I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant. 

Alfred  Iverson, 

Brigadier-General. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  RAM9EUR. 


II E A DQU A RT KltS  RAMSEUR'S  BRIGADE,  ) 

Camp  near  Hamilton's  Crossing,  May  23,  1863.  \  % 
Major  0.  Peyton,  A.  A.  General : 

In  obedience  to  general  orders,  No.  ,  dated 

May  seventh,  18G3, 1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report  of  the  operations  of  my  brigade 
in  the  series  of  skirmishes  and  battles,  opening  at 
Massaponax  Creek  and  ending  in  the  splendid 
victory  at  Chancellorsville : 

Wednesday,  A.  M.,  April  29th.—  The  brigade 
was  placed  below  Massaponax  Creek  to  dispute 
the  enemy's  crossing,  and  remained  in  that  posi- 
tion, occasionally  annoyed  by  their  artillery,  (by 
which  I  lost  a  few  men,)  and  kept  on  the  alert  by 
picket  firing  till  Thursday  evening,  when  we  were 
withdrawn  to  a  point  near  Hamilton's  Crossing. 

Friday,  May  1st. —  At  three  o'clock  A.  M. 
we  were  aroused  for  the  march,  and  led  the  ad- 
vance of  Major-Generol  Rodes's  division  in  the 
direction  of  Chancellorsville.  At  a  distance  of 
seven  miles  from  Fredericksburg  we  were  detached 
from  our  own  division  and  ordered  to  report  to 
Major-General  Anderson,  when  we  advanced  upon 
the  enemy,  who  fell  back  in  confusion  before  our 
sharpshooters,  for  several  miles  strewing  the  way 
with  their  arms  and  baggage.  This  brigade,  with 
General  Posey  on  our  right  and  General  Wright 
on  our  left,  for  upwards,  perhaps,  of  two  miles, 
being  in  advance.  About  six  o'clock  p.  M.  we 
found  the  foe  in  force  upon  our  front,  and  sun- 
ported  by  batteries  that  poured  grape  unsparingly 
into  the  woods  through  which  we  were  still  ad- 
vancing. Night  approaching,  a  halt  was  ordered, 
and  we  slept  on  our  arms,  with  a  strong  picket 
line  on  the  outposts. 

Saturday,  May  2d.  —  We  were  relieved  about 
sunrise,  and  shortly  thereafter  marched,  by  a  series 
of  circuitous  routes  and  with  surpassing  strategy, 
to  a  position  in  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  whom,  at 
about  five  o'clock  P.  M.  we  were  ordered  to  attack. 
This  brigade  was  directed  to  support  Brigadier- 
General  Colquitt,  mth  ot&«%  on«\k^  \S&yv^X 
by  one  regiment,  and  ^aa  ^W*^ 
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At  the  command,  we  advanced  with  the  division, 
preserving  a  distance  of  about  one  hundred  yards 
in  rear  of  General  Colquitt.  Brisk  firing  was 
soon  heard  upon  our  front  and  left,  indicating  that 
General  Doles  had  encountered  the  foe.  At  this 
point  General  Colquitt  moved  by  the  right  flank, 
sending  me  word  by  an  officer  of  his  staff  that  the 
enemy  was  attempting  to  turn  his  right.  I  imme- 
diately moved  by  the  right  flank,  but  heard  no 
firing  in  that  quarter.  Again  he  sent  his  staff  of- 
ficer to  inform  me  that  the  enemy  was  pushing  his 
right  flank,  when  I  directed  him  to  say  to  General 
Colquitt,  in  effect,  that  the  firing  indicated  a  sharp 
fight  with  General  Doles,  and  that  my  impression 
was  that  his  support  was  needed  there,  and  that 
I  would  take  care  of  his  right  flank.  General  C. 
moved  to  the  front  with  the  exception  of  one  regi- 
ment, which  continued  to  the  right.  I  then  pressed 
on  by  the  right  flank  to  meet  the  enemy  that 
General  Colquitt's  staff  officer  twice  reported  to 
me  to  be  in  that  direction,  and  prosecuted  the 
search  for  half  a  mile  perhaps,  but  not  a  solitary 
Yankee  teas  to  be  seen !  I  then  came  up  to  the 
division  line,  and  moved  by  the  left  flank  to  the 
support  of  General  Colquitt,  whose  men  were  rest- 
ing in  line  of  battle  on  the  field  General  Doles 
hail  won!  On  Saturday  night  our  division  occu- 
pied the  last  line  of  battle,  within  the  intrench- 
ments,  from  which  the  routed  corps  of  Siegel  had 
fled  in  terror.  My  brigade  was  placed  perpendicu- 
lar to  the  plank  road,  the  left  resting  on  the  road, 
General  Doles  on  my  right,  and  Colonel  O'Neal, 
commanding  Rodes's  brigade,  on  my  left.  I 
placed  Colonel  Parker's  Thirtieth  North  Carolina 
on  the  right  of  my  brigade ;  Colonel  Bennett, 
Fourteenth  North  Carolina,  on  right  centre ; 
Colonel  Cox,  Second  North  Carolina,  left  centre, 
and  Colonel  Grimes,  Fourth  North  Carolina,  on 
left. 

Sunday,  May  3d.  —  The  division  being,  as 
stated,  in  the  third  line  of  battle,  advanced  about 
nine  o'clock  to  the  support  of  the  second  line. 
After  proceeding  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  I  was 
applied  to  by  Major  Pegram  for  a  support  to  his 
battery,  when  I  detached  Colonel  Parker,  Thir- 
tieth North  Carolina,  for  this  purpose,  with  or- 
ders to  advance  obliquely  to  his  front  and  left, 
and  rejoin  me  after  his  support  should  be  no 
longer  needed,  or  to  fight  his  regiment  as  circum- 
stances might  require.  I  continued  to  advance  to 
the  first  line  of  breastworks,  from  which  the  enemy 
had  been  driven,  and  behind  which  I  found  a  small 
portion  of  Paxton's  brigade,  and  Jones's  brigade, 
of  Trimble's  division.  Knowing  that  a  general 
advance  had  been  ordered,  I  told  these  troops  to 
move  forward.  Not  a  man  moved.  I  then  re- 
ported this  state  of  things  to  Major-General 
Stuart,  who  directed  me  to  assume  command  of 
these  troops,  and  compel  them  to  advance.  This 
I  essayed  to  do ;  and  after  fruitless  efforts,  ascer- 
taining that  General  Jones  was  not  on  the  field, 
and  that  Colonel  Garnett  had  been  killed,  I  re- 


ported again  to  General  Stuart,  who  was  near,  and 
requested  permission  to  run  over  these  troops  in 

my  front  —  which  was  cheerfully  granted,   ^fe^w,^  \&m*  with  heavy 

the  command  "  Forwaxd,"  my  brigade, mfoaaYiouX^Y^Wk^*  <A 


cleared  the  breastworks,  and  charged  tfc 
The  Fourth  North  Carolina,  (Colonel  Gri 
seven  companies  of  the  Second  North 
(Colonel  Cox,)  drove  the  enemy  before  1 
they  ha.]  taken  the  last  line  of  his  win 
they  held  under  a  severe  direct  and  enfl 
repulsing  several  assaults  on  this  port* 
front  The  Fourteenth  North  Carolim 
Bennett,)  and  three  companies  of  the  8« 
compelled  to  halt  some  hundred  and  fii 
hundred  yards  in  rear  of  the  troops  j 
tioned,  for  the  reason  that  the  troops  on 
had  failed  to  come  up,  and  the  enem 
heavy  force  on  my  right  flank.  Had  Col 
nett  advanced,  the  enemy  could  easily  hi 
my  right.  As  it  was,  my  line  was  sob 
horrible  enfilade  fire,  by  which  I  lost  sei 
8 aw  the  danger  threatening  n?jr  right, 
several  times  to  Jones's  brigade  to  coi 
assistance,  and  I  also  went  back  twice  m 
exhorted  and  ordered  it — officers  and  me 
up  the  gap  (some  five  hundred  or  six  hundi 
on  my  right —  but  all  in  vain.  I  then  re 
General  Kodes  that  unless  support  wu 
drive  the  enemy  from  my  right  I  would 
fall  back.  In  the  mean-time  Colonel  ft 
the  Thirtieth,  approaching  my  position 
battery  on  the  right,  suddenly  fell  upon  t 
and  handsomely  repulsed  a  heavy  colum 
enemy,  who  were  moving  to  get  in  my  ra 
right  flank  —  some  three  or  four  hundred 
surrendering  to  him  as  prisoners  of  war.  ' 
my  still  held  his  strong  position  in  the  mil 
right,  so  that  the  Fourteenth  and  the  tbi 
panies  of  the  Second  could  not  advuM 
enemy  discovered  this  situation  of  a& 
pushed  a  brigade  to  the  right  and  rear  of 
Grimes,  and  seven  companies  of  Colon* 
second,  with  the  intention  of  capturing  th 
mands.  This  advance  was  made  under  a 
direct  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery.  II 
necessitated  a  retrograde  movement  on  th 
Colonels  Grimes  and  Cox,  which  was  exe< 
order,  but  with  the  loss  of  some  prison 
did  not  hear  the  command  to  retire. 
Bennett  held  his  position  until  ordered 
back,  and  in  common  with  all  the  others,  t 
ish  his  empty  cartridge-boxes.  The  enem 
halt  at  this  position,  but  retired  to  hit 
from  which  he  was  quickly  driven,  Colon* 
of  the  Thirtieth,  sweeping  over  it  with  i 
on  my  right.  After  replenishing  cartrid 
I  received  an  order  from  Major-General 
throw  my  brigade  on  the  left  of  the  roai 
an  apprehended  attack  of  the  enemj 
quarter.  This  was  done,  and  afterwar 
moved  to  a  position  on  the  plank  road, i 
intrenched,  and  which  we  occupied  nnt 
vision  was  ordered  back  to  camp  near  I 
Crossing.  The  charge  of  the  brigade, ; 
critical  moment,  when  the  enemy  had  hi 
was  hotly  pressing  the  centre  of  the  1L 
front,  with  apparently  overwhelming  nui 
only  checked  nis  advance,  but  threw  hix 
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bo  high  praise  cannot  bo  accredited  to  the  offi- 
jg^nd  men  for  their  gallantry,  fortitude,  and 
■g-  courage  during  this  brief  but  arduous  cam- 
SL  Exposed  as  they  had  been  for  five  days 
fidiately  preceding  the  fights,  on  the  picket 
mk*y  were,  of  course,  somewhat  wearied,  but 
Bier  to  move  forward  and  confront  the  enemy 
■toed  every  eye  and  quickened  every  step. 
■T  fire  all  through  Wednesday,  Wednesday 
K  ind  Thursday,  without  being  able  effectually 
Km  this  Jure,  they  bore  all  bravely,  and  led 
■parch  towards  Chancellorsville  on  Friday 
k  in  splendid  order.  The  advance  of  the 
Kb  on  Friday  afternoon  was  made  under  the 
Eqres  of  our  departed  hero,  Jackson,  and  of 
KGeneral  A.  P.  Hill,  whose  words  of  praise 
Etommendation,  bestowed  upon  the  field,  we 
cherish,  and  on  Sunday  the  magnificent 
Jft  of  the  brigade  upon  the  enemy's  last  and 
terrible  stronghold  was  made  in  view  of 
r-General  Stuart,  and  our  division  commander 
jp-General  R.  £.  Kodes,  whose  testimony, 
(fc  was  the  most  glorious  charge  of  that  most 
Ml  day,  we  are  proud  to  remember,  and  to 

to  our  kindred  and  friends, 
•numerate  all  the  officers  and  men  who  de- 
special  mention  for  their  gallantry,  would  be 
smm  a  list  of  all  who  were  on  the  field.  All 
itt  enemy  with  unflinching  courage  :  and  for 
Mirations,  hardships,  and  splendid  marches, 

*  which  were  cheerfully  borne,  they  richly  de- 
»  the  thanks  of  our  beautiful  and  glorious 
dderacy. 

cannot  close  without  mentioning  the  con- 
texts gallantry  and  great  efficiency  of  my  regi- 
jml  commanders.  Colonel  Parker,  of  the 
fcSeth,  who  was  detached  during  the  fight  of 
tmj  to  support  a  battery,  and  having  accom- 
•Qthat  object,  moved  forward  on  his  own 
Oftsibility,  and  greatly  contributed  to  wrest 
enemy's  stronghold  at  Chancellorsville  from 

•  grasp,  as  well  as  prevent  their  threatened 
Qnstrations  upon  the  right  of  my  brigade. 
Aallant  Grimes  of  the  Fourth,  whose  conduct 
jjner  fields  gave  promise  of  what  was  fully 
med  on  this.  Colonel  Bennett,  of  the  Four- 
Sh,  conspicuous  for  his  coolness  under  the 
sjst  fire ;  and  last,  though  not  least,  the  manly 

chivalrous  Cox,  of  the  Second,  the  accom- 
ted  gentleman,  splendid  soldier,  and  warm 
m),  who,  though  wounded  five  times,  remained 
,  his  regiment  until  exhausted.    In  common 

the  entire  command  I  regret  his  temporary 
nee  from  the  field,  where  he  loved  to  be. 
>r  Hart,  Second  North  Carolina  troops,  corn- 
led  the  skirmishers  faithfully  and  well.  To 
field  and  company  officers,  one  and  all,  my 
is  are  due  for  the  zeal  and  bravery  displayed 
r  the  most  trying  circumstances.  To  the 
exnen  of  my  staff  I  owe  especial  thanks  for 
sea  rendered  on  the  march  and  upon  the 
Captain  Beaton  Gales,  assistant  adjutant- 
•al,  and  Lieutenant  Richmond,  aid-de-camp, 

with  me  all  the  time,  promptly  carrying 
s  under  the  Terr  hottest  fire.  1  take  pleasure, 
a  speaking  of  the  bearing  of  private  James , 


Stinson,  courier,  a  youth  of  twenty,  who  displayed 

Dualities  a  veteran  might  boast  of,  and  of  the  con- 
uct  of  private  J.  F.  Beggarly,  also  a  courier  to 
headquarters.  To  Dr.  Bnggs,  senior  surgeon  of 
the  brigade,  my  thanks  are  due  for  his  skill,  zeal, 
and  care  of  the  wounded. 

I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  D.  Ramseub, 
Brigadier- General,  commanding. 

REPORT  OP  BRIG-GENERAL  BARKSDALE. 


Fredericksburg,  May  15, 1803. 
Major  W.  H.  Taylor,  A.  A.  0.9  Army  Northern 
Virginia : 

Major  :  When  General  McLaws  moved  up  the 
river  on  the  night  of  the  thirtieth  of  April,  I  was 
temporarily  detached  from  my  command,  and  or- 
dered to  report  to  General  Early.  My  brigade 
was  then  at  Marye's  hill,  with  the  exception  of 
twelve  companies,  which  were  protecting  the  river 
from  Taylor's  hill  to  the  Ferneyhough  house. 
By  General  Early's  order,  I,  with  the  Thirteenth 
and  Seventieth  regiments,  relieved  the  pickets  of 
Generals  Kershaw  and  Wofford  above  the  rail- 
road. The  brigade  was  then  extended  over  a 
picket  line  of  not  less  than  five  miles.  On  Sat-  . 
urday  appearances  indicated  that  the  enemy  were 
leaving  their  encampments  on  this  side  of  the 
river,  and  were  marching  to  reenforce  Hooker. 
By  General  Early's  order,  the  Twenty-first  regi- 
ment of  my  brigade  was  left  to  picket  the  river, 
while  the  other  three  regiments,  with  three  of  his 
brigades,  proceeded  to  rejoin  the  main  army  at 
Chancellorsville.  He  had  marched  but  a  short 
distance,  when  it  was  reported  that  the  enemy 
were  advancing  upon  General  Havs,  who  had  been 
left  with  his  brigade  on  the  line  from  Hamilton's 
Crossing  to  Fredericksburg.  General  Early  or- 
dered the  entire  command  to  return  to  its  former 
position.  About  two  o'clock,  on  Sunday  morn- 
ing, having  thrown  a  pontoon  bridge  over  the 
river,  the  enemy  commenced  crossing  into  Fred- 
ericksburg in  large  numbers.  I  at  once  informed 
General  Early  of  the  fact,  and  asked  for  reinforce- 
ments. With  several  batteries,  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  Pendleton,  and  a  single  brigade 
of  infantry,  I  had  a  front  of  not  less  than  three 
miles  to  defend,  extending  from  Taylor's  hill  on 
the  left,  to  the  foot  of  the  hills  in  rear  of  the 
Howison  house.  The  Twenty-first  regiment  was 
posted  between  the  Marye  house  and  the  plank 
road,  three  companies  of  which  were  afterwards 
sent  to  the  support  of  the  Eighteenth  regiment, 
which  were  stationed  behind  the  stone  wall  at  the 
Marye  house.  The  Seventeenth  regiment  was 
placed  in  front  of  Lee's  bill,  and  the  Thirteenth 
still  farther  to  the  right.  One  regiment  from 
General  Hays's  command  was  subsequently  placed 
to  the  right  of  the  Thirteenth.  Four  pieces  of 
artillery  were  placed  on  the  right  of  Marye's 
house,  two  on  the  left,  and  the  balance  on  Lee's 
and  the  hills  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Howison  house, 
thus  making  the  only  disposition  of  the  small 
force  at  my  command  vtaicYi,  \w  ^i^&ffoX^ 
would  prevent  the  enemy  from  >X& 
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The  battle  commenced  at  daylight.  A  furious 
cannonading  was  opened  from  the  enemy's  bat- 
teries in  town,  and  along  both  banks  of  the  river. 
Two  assaults  were  made  upon  Marye's  heights, 
but  both  were  signally  repulsed.  About  eight 
o'clock  a  heavy  column  of  the  enemy  were  seen 
moving  up  the  river,  evidently  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  possession  of  Taylor's  hill,  which,  if  suc- 
cessful, would  have  given  him  command  of  the 
position  which  I  held.  But  this  was  prevented  bv 
the  timely  arrival  of  General  Hays,  with  four  regi- 
ments of  his  brigade.^  The  enemy  having  thus 
been  foiled  in  his  purpose,  turned  the  head  of  his 
column  down  the  river  again ;  but  it  was  impossible 
to  tell  whether  he  had  abandoned  the  attempt,  or 
intended  to  advance  again  on  the  same  position 
with  a  still  heavier  force.  General  Wilcox  had 
now  reached  Taylor's  hill  with  three  regiments 
of  his  brigade,  one  of  which  he  promised  to  send 
to  the  right  in  case  it  should  be  needed.  This 
regiment  was  sent  for,  but  there  was  not  sufficient 
time  for  it  to  come  up  before  the  action  was  over. 
With  a  line  as  extended  as  this,  and  in  considera- 
tion of  the  small  number  of  forces  at  my  dis- 
posal, and  the  uncertainty  as  to  the  point  against 
which  the  enemy  would  hurl  the  immediate  force 
he  had  massed  in  town,  I  deemed  it  proper  that 
the  regiments  should  remain  as  they  then  were,  and 
await  the  happening  of  events.  Very  soon,  how- 
ever, the  enemy  came  out  from  his  hiding-place, 
and  moved  in  three  columns  and  three  lines  of 
battle,  twenty  thousand  strong,  against  the  posi- 
tion held  by  my  brigade.  At  the  same  instant 
Colonel  Humphreys  was  assailed  on  the  left,  Col- 
onels Holder  and  Carter,  and  the  Louisiana  regi- 
ment on  the  right,  and  Colonel  Griffin  in  the  cen- 
tre. After  a  determined  and  bloody  resistance  by 
Colonel  Griffin  and  the  Washington  artillery,  the 
enemy,  fully  twenty  to  one,  succeeded  in  gaining 

Eossession  of  Marye's  hill.  At  all  other  points 
e  was  triumphantly  repulsed ;  but  seeing  the  line 
broken  at  this  point,  I  ordered  the  Thirteenth, 
Seventeenth,  and  Louisiana  regiment  to  fall  back 
to  the  crest  of  Lee's  hill,  to  prevent  the  enemy 
from  getting  in  our  rear.  This  they  did,  resisting 
his  approach  at  every  step  ;  and  with  the  aid  of 
Frazer's  and  Carlton's  batteries,  both  of  which 
were  handled  with  the  most  consummate  skill  and 
courage,  finally  succeeded  in  checking  his  advance. 
The  Twenty-first  regiment,  with  the  remainder  of 
the  Eighteenth,  after  Marye's  hill  had  been  taken, 
fell  back,  and  rejoined  the  brigade  on  the  hills. 
The  distance  from  town  to  the  points  assailed  was 
so  short,  the  attack  so  suddenly  made,  and  the 
difficulty  of  removing  troops  from  one  part  of  the 
line  to  another  was  so  great,  that  it  was  utterly 


impossible  for  either  General  Wilcox  or  General  port  of  the  part  my  brigade  took  i 


vast  hordes  had  swept  over  and  around 
His  loss,  from  reports  published  in  his  c 
was  a  thousand  killed  and  wounded ;  b 
ing  to  statements  from  intelligent  < 
reached  two  thousand.  Upon  the  pretf 
ing  care  of  their  wounded  the  enemy  a 
of  truce,  after  the  second  assault  at  M 
which  was  granted  by  Colonel  Griffin 
the  weakness  of  our  force  at  that  point 
covered.  It  is  proper  to  say  that  Cob 
who  is  a  brave  and  gallant  officer,  p 
flag  of  truce  without  consulting  me 
morning  the  line  of  battle  was  form 
river  road,  General  Gordon  in  front,  Get 
on  the  left,  and  my  brigade  on  the  rij 
road.  It  was  soon  discovered  that 
Marye's  hills  had  been  abandoned  by  I 
General  Gordon  took  possession  of  Id 
without  opposition.  My  brigade  was  < 
the  stone  wall  in  front  of  the  hill ;  and 
dered  to  send  out  skirmishers,  and  if 
was  not  strongly  defended,  to  storm  si 
I  at  once  sent  out  both  scouts  and  si 
both  of  whom  reported  that,  in  their 
the  town  was  in  a  state  of  strong  del 
rifle-pits  had  been  dug  across  the  street 
cannon  had  been  planted  on  both  sit 
river,  which  completely  commanded  I 
town.  This  fact  I  reported  to  General  ] 
ordered  me  to  remain  where  I  then  wis, 
vent  any  advance  from  town  on  the  p 
enemy.  During  the  night  the  enemy 
the  river ;  and  on  the  following  monunj 
in  and  occupied  the  town,  capturing  al 
prisoners.  In  concluding  this  brief  rep 
sire  specially  to  mention  the  names  of  Caj 
Barksdale,  adjutant  of  this  brigade;  Lie 
A.  Gibson,  acting  inspector-general ;  Hs 
dale,  aid-de-camp,  as  having  acted  with 
est  possible  coolness  and  gallantry, 
senior  surgeon  of  the  brigade,  and  all 
mental  surgeons,  did  their  whole  doty, 
couriers  who  were  with  us,  J.  T.  Bros 
Palmer,  and  W.  L.  McKee,  carried  on 
to  the  different  commands  promptly, 
of  danger. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser 
Wm.  Bai 
Brigadier-General, 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERA. 

Headquarters  Poster's  Bbioa 
Fredericksburg,  Va.,  May 

To  Major  Thomas  S.  Mills,  A.  . 

Anderson's  Division : 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  of  sub 


Hays  to  reach  the  scene  of  action  in  time  to  af- 
ford any  assistance  whatever.  It  will  then  be 
seen  that  Marye's  hill  was  defended  bv  but  one 
small  regiment,  three  companies,  and  four  pieces 
of  artillery.  A  more  heroic  struggle  was  never 
made  by  a  mere  handful  of  men  against  over-  ( 

whelming  odds.  According  to  the  enemy's  own ';  bridge,  that  the  enemy  had' crossed  ii 
accounts,  many  of  this  noble  Uttie  band  lemteo.  «£  tito**  ^ovcvXa,  %dvancui( 
to  the  death,  with  clubbed  guns,  even  after  Yaa  \  ^oxucs&sn 


engagement  about  Chancelloreville  i 
icksburg.  On  the  evening  of  the 
ultimo,  being  then  in  camp  with  Br 
eral  Mahone,  near  the  United  Stat 
were  advised  by  our  scouts  and  the  i 
ets,  who  were  posted  at  Ely's  Ford  i 


DOCUMENTS. 


287 


itation,  we  concluded  to  leave  five  companies 
'  brigade,  (Nineteenth  Mississippi  regiment,) 
ne  regiment  of  General  Mahone's  brigade, 
tch  and  defend  the  United  States  Ford,  while 
OTed  our  brigades  to  Chancellorsville.  On 
ing  that  place,  we  posted  my  brigade  on  the 
and  left  of  the  plank  road  at  Chancellorsville, 
Beneral  Mahone's  brigade  in  Ballard's  and 

3r*a  fields,  half  mile  from  Chancellorsville,  on 
7  road.  We  remained  in  this  position  until 
t  seven  o'clock  the  next  morning,  the  thirtieth, 
.  we  were  directed  by  the  Major-General 
Banding,  who  reached  Chancellorsville  about 
m  o'clock  A.  M.,  to  move  our  commands  back 
position  where  the  mine  road  crosses  the 
ake  and  plank  road.  We  remained  in  this 
ion  until  the  next  morning  about  nine  o'clock, 
frit,  when  I  was  ordered  to  advance  my  bri- 
mp  the  plank  road.  After  moving  about  two 
B,  1  formed  a  line  of  battle  in  Albridge's  field, 
ten  the  plank  road  and  old  pike,  and  sent 
the  Twelfth  regiment  as  skirmishers,  moving 
□titer  three  regiments  forward  as  fast  as  the 
anthers  advanced ;  the  advanced  line  of  skir- 
MT8  soon  encountered  the  enemy,  when  I  ad- 
■d  another  line,  and  we  drove  the  enemy's 
ndthere  back  in  gallant  style,  until  we  en- 
tered the  enemy  in  heavy  force  drawn  up  in 
of  battle  on  the  furnace  road ;  this  line  was 

•  broken  by  the  vigorous  onset  of  my  skir- 
lera,  (at  this  time  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harris, 
oianding  the  Twelfth,  was  severely  wounded 
e  gallantly  leading  on  his  command,  and  was 
i  off  the  field.)    I  continued  my  advance 

•  the  furnace  road,  through  a  dense  wood, 
ly  set  with  undergrowth,  driving  back  the 
y*s  skirmishers  through  the  woods,  until  I 
ed  a  marsh,  and  became  much  exposed  to  a 
■  shelling  from  the  enemy's  artillery,  when  I 
d  my  command,  and  remained  here  until 
t  eleven  o'clock  P.  M.,  when  I  received  an 
r  from  the  Major-General  commanding  to  ad- 
e  as  far  as  I  could.  I  then  pushed  my  skir- 
e»  forward,  and  with  much  difficulty  crossed 
Harsh  in  front,  and  advanced  within  a  short 
ince  of  the  enemy's  lines  of  works ;  the  enemy 
ay  right  being  on  my  flank  and  somewhat  in 
rear  of  my  right.  I  remained  in  this  position 
1  about  seven  o'clock  the  next  morning,  when 
i  relieved  by  Brigadier-General  Thomas ;  and 
moved  with  my  brigade  to  the  field  in  rear 
be  furnace  road,  where  my  command  was 
red  to  rest  for  a  short  time.  Saturday,  second 
,  about  ten  o'clock  a.  m.,  my  command  moved 
i  the  furnace  road,  and  formed  a  line  of  bat- 
ith  three  regiments,  (the  Forty-eighth  being 
tehind  as  skirmishers,  and  not  being  relieved 
late  at  night,)  on  each  side  of  the  road,  about 
bundred  yards  from  the  furnace.  Here  my 
ushers  were  hotly  engaged  with  the  enemy 
ig  the  whole  day  and  part  of  the  night,  the 
y  being  in  heavy  force  in  my  front,  and 
jg  frequent  efforts  to  advance,  without  sue- 
on  every  occasion  my  line  of  skirmishers 

i  them  back  in  confusion.   On  the  morning 

•  third,  the  enemy  baring  disappeared  from 


my  front,  I  advanced  my  command,  by  the  fur- 
nace, capturing  many  prisoners  and  arms,  until  I 
reached  a  point  in  a  field  in  rear  of  our  batteries 
on  the  extreme  right  of  the  enemy's  lines ;  here  I 
formed  my  command  in  column  of  regiments,  and, 
after  a  short  time,  was  ordered  to  advance  by 
flank  to  the  right,  and  attack  the  enemy,  who 
were  in  strong  force  on  a  hill  in  front  I  deployed 
first  the  Nineteenth,  then  the  Twelfth,  Forty- 
eighth,  and  Sixteenth,  directing  the  commanders 
to  move  by  the  left  flank  (which  would  bring  them 
in  line  of  battle,  fronting  the  enemy)  as  soon  as 
they  attained  sufficient  room  in  the  woods,  and 
push  forward  their  skirmishers  vigorously  against 
the  enemy's.  The  movement  was  made  in  fine 
order  under  heavy  fire  of  shell  and  grape ;  as  each 
regiment  attained  its  position,  the  commanders 
pushed  forward  gallantly  and  irresistibly  through 
a  dense  wood  and  over  a  wide  abatis,  and  into 
the  trenches  of  the  enemy,  driving  him  off  with 
much  slaughter,  and  capturing  many  prisoners. 
Too  much  credit  cannot  be  given  to  the  officers 
and  men  for  this  gallant  and  daring  and  irresistible 
charge,  sweeping  the  enemy  for  more  than  a  half 
mile  of  their  strong  works,  overcoming,  without 
hesitation,  both  natural  and  artificial  obstacles. 
It  would  not  be  proper  in  this  limited  report  to 
mention  the  many  instances  of  individual  daring 
which  came  under  my  observation,  and  which  have 
been  reported  to  me ;  and  where  all  the  officers 
and  men  behaved  so  nobly  it  would  be  invidious 
to  individualize.  Commanders  of  regiments  acted 
with  consummate  skill  and  valor.  Colonel  Baker, 
of  the  Sixteenth,  attacked  the  enemy's  works  on 
their  extreme  right ;  Colonel  Jayne,  of  the  Forty- 
eighth,  (who  was  wounded  in  the  charge,)  next ; 
Major  Thomas,  of  the  Twelfth,  and  Colonel  Harris 
on  the  right  of  the  brigade.  These  commanders 
simultaneously  charged  the  enemy's  works,  and  I 
am  much  indebted  to  them  for  the  success  of  my 
command.  My  command,  after  storming  the 
works,  being  somewhat  scattered  on  accoont  of 
the  dense  woods  and  vigorous  pursuit,  I  moved  it 
back  a  short  distance  and  re-formed  in  an  open 
field  on  the  right,  and  in  a  very  short  time  was 
ready  to  move  forward.  On  the  afternoon  of  this 
day  my  command  was  moved  on  the  old  pike,  the 
left  resting  near  Chancellorsville  house,  and  my 
right  extended  on  the  pike.  I  here  sent  out  ten 
companies  of  skirmishers,  who  penetrated  to  Bal- 
lard s  and  Nixley's  field,  where  the  enemy  were 
in  force  and  throwing  up  works  of  defence.  In  the 
afternoon,  my  brigade,  with  Generals  Wright's 
and  Perry's,  were  moved  near  the  United  States 
Foru,  where  I  sent  out  the  Nineteenth  and 
Twelfth  regiments  and  drove  in  the  enemy's  skir- 
mishers. The  next  day,  Monday,  the  fourth,  my 
command  was  moved,  with  Generals  Wright  and 
Perry,  towards  Fredericksburg,  and  in  the  after- 
noon formed  a  line  of  battle  near  Hazel  Run,  front- 
ing Dolmer's  house.  At  the  signal  to  advance, 
led  by  the  Major-General  commanding,  my  com- 
mand moved  across  to  the  plank  road,  opposite 
Guests's  house,  under  heavy  fire,  and  at  dark 
formed  a  line  of  batt\e,  T^xsv^\xi^>x^^ic»>aX 
twelve  o'clock,  ^Yieu  Vmi  ottered  \a  t&rtc*  \»  * 
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point  up  the  plank  road  near  Banks's  Ford.  Dur- 
ing this  time  my  skirmishers  were  actively  en- 
gaged and  brought  in  many  prisoners.  I  re- 
mained near  Banks's  Ford  during  the  balance  of 
the  night,  and  the  next  evening,  the  fifth,  in  a 
severe  storm  of  wind  and  rain,  advanced  to 
within  two  miles  of  Chancellorsville  and  bivou- 
acked for  the  night  Early  the  next  day,  sixth,  I 
was  moved  to  Ballard's  held,  and  that  evening 
returned  to  my  old  camp  near  Fredericksburg. 
My  command  was  on  foot  from  the  twenty-ninth 
of  April  to  the  seventh  May,  inclusive,  and 
bore  the  privations,  fatigue,  labor,  and  fighting 
without  a  murmur.  My  staff  officers,  Stanhope 
Posey,  A.  A.  General,  and  J.  B.  Posey,  A.  D.  C., 
rendered  good  services.  My  Aid-de-camp  being 
very  sick,  had  to  leave  the  field  Saturday  morn- 
ing, and  my  assistant  adjutant-general  being 
wounded  on  Saturday,  was  disabled  from  doing 
active  duty,  but  remained  in  the  field  while  the 
fighting  lasted.  In  the  mean  time  one  of  my 
couriers,  Mr.  Asberry  Hancock,  acted  both  a 
courier  and  aid-de-camp,  and  did  most  valuable 
service,  displaying  acts  of  daring  and  heroism 
worthy  of  mention,  and  for  his  conduct  in  the 
field  in  front  of  the  enemy  deserves  the  highest 
consideration,  and  should  be  promoted.  My 
courier,  Weil,  also  deserves  mention.  I  must 
here  mention  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Manlove, 
of  the  Forty-eighth,  volunteered,  and  gallantly 
led  a  line  of  skirmishers  on  Friday  morning  with 
good  effect  It  affords  me  pleasure  to  notice  the 
gallant  conduct  of  T.  L.  Duke,  chaplain  of  the 
Nineteenth  regiment,  who  remained  in  front  of 
his  regiment  with  his  musket  during  the  series  of 
engagements,  and  mainly  directed  the  movements 
of  the  skirmishers  of  that  regiment  I  herewith 
send  a  list  of  casualties,  and  also  the  reports  of 
commanders  of  regiments,  giving  more  particular 
details  which  are  interesting. 

Very  respectfully, 

Carnot  Posey, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding. 

REPORT  OP  BRIG.-GENERAL  A.  R.  WRIGHT. 

Headquarters  Wright's  Brigade,  ) 
Camp  near  Guineas's  Station,  May  13, 1803.  j 

To  Major  Thomas  8.  Mills,  A.  A.  0.9  Anderson's 
Division : 

Major  :  I  herewith  enclose  a  "report  of  the  part 
taken  by  my  brigade  in  the  recent  engagements 
near  Fredericksburg  and  Chancellorsville,  together 
with  a  correct  list  of  casualties  sustained  by  this 
command.  At  fifteen  minutes  after  ten  o  clock 
A.  M.,  on  the  twenty-ninth  ultimo,  I  received 
orders  to  move  with  my  command  to  or  near 
Hamilton's  Crossing,  and  in  supporting  distance 
of  General  Early's  left,  I  immediately  put  my 
brigade  in  motion,  and  at  twelve  M.,  reached  the 
position  indicated,  with  my  right  near  to  Early's 
left.  Here  I  remained  until  late  in  the  afternoon, 
when,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  Major-General 
Anderson,  I  moved  my  command  near  to  his 
headquarters,  on  the  military  road.    Here  we 


bivouacked,  as  we  hoped,  for  the  night,  but  sAA Xtam  tot  wstaft  &&\»x&fe 
twelve  o'clock  I  was  ordered  to  move  xapidVymtMKXiOMt  VJna  SJm* 


my  command  to  Chancellorsville,  distant 
twelve  or  fifteen  miles,  where  I  would  reps* 
Major-General  Anderson.    During  a  drome 
rain  and  impenetrable  darkness  we  eoBsesi 
the  march,  and  moving  by  the  FredericWmgsi 
Orange  plank  road,  at  daylight,  oaThandn,lf 
the  thirtieth,  I  reported  in  person  the  sninfrff 
brigade  at  Chancellorsville.  Here  I  recerodsmi 
to  retrace  my  steps,  and  fall  back  towvdi  Has* 
icksburg,  as  far  as  the  crossing  of  the  oldnuusj 
on  the  plank  road,  and  there  await  the  aansi 
of  the  enemy,  then  reported  as  advaadngaksB 
force  by  the  Ely's  Ford  and  Germsoa  roski 
eight  o'clock  A.  M.  I  reached  die  desired  pal*; 
and  formed  line  of  battle  onanngeof  hQliim? 
of  Hopewell  nursery,  with  my  right  retting  am 
the  plank  road.   My  men  had  marched  Ms} 
seven  miles  in  less  than  twenty-one  ban,  si 
most  of  the  time  in  a  heavy  rain  and  throsjitj) 
mud,  and  when  I  halted,  were  almost  coBfknj 
exhausted.    After  a  hasty  reconnoiisanee  of  ft 
position  I  concluded  to  change  my  line  to  4 
crest  of  a  range  of  hills,  upon  which  the  miBsi 
hospital  and  an  old  church  were  dtattd,si 
about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  in  rear  of  ajftf 
position.    Here  I  formed  as  before  with  nwiHl 
resting  upon  the  plank  road,  and  my  left  upas 
Fredericksburg  and  Gordonsville  railroad  ft* 
ing  the  afternoon,  having  received  a  few  inton- 
ing tools,  I  commenced  digging  a  line  of  rilffl 
in  front  of  my  position,  and  by  working  dnringm 
whole  night  I  had,  by  seven  o'clock  on  ¥ra> 
morning,  my  entire  line  well  protected,  brill 
also,  during  the  night,  kept  a  detail  it  ra 
throwing  up  an  epaulement  for  two  pieces  of  a*  j 
lery  on  the  right  of  the  plank  road.  No  ens* 
having  appeared  in  sight  in  front  of  my  potti* 
at  about  noon,  on  Friday,  the  first  of  May,  i  m 
ordered  to  move  my  brigade  up  the  plank  mi 
and,  feeling  for  the  enemy,  to  drive  him  bete 
me  should  he  be  found.   Having  proceeded  that 
one  mile  my  skirmishers  became  engaged  *■ 
the  enemy's  advance,  who  began  very  soon  to  pi 
way,  while  I  pressed  forward  with  the  main  bm| 
of  my  command,  until  having  reached  within « 
and  a  half  or  two  miles  of  Chancellorsville  I £ 
covered  the  enemy  in  considerable  force,  oceaprk 
a  position  on  both  sides  of  the  plank  rood,  m 
the  skirt  of  a  heavy  forest,  with  a  large  dearies; 
his  front.   At  this  point,  by  command  of  1m 
tenant-General  Jackson,  Alexander's  battalion 
artillery  was  placed  in  position,  and  supported 
my  brigade,  opened  a  heavy  fire  upon  the  enes 
line.   Meanwhile  I  threw  forward  a  strong  b> 
of  skirmishers  from  the  Third  Georgia  regim 
on  both  sides  of  the  road,  and  pushing  them  i 
to  the  front,  those  on  the  right  soon  became 
tively  engaged  with  a  considerable  body  of 
enemy's  infantry :  the  firing  continuing  very  In 
on  my  right,  I  ordered  Captain  Jones  s  comp 
Second  Georgia  battalion,  to  the  support  off 
]>any  "  H,"  Third  Georgia  regiment,  then  on 
right.   In  a  very  few  minutes  the  enemy  hi 
to  give  way,  and  Captain  Jones  continued  tog 

S?i  the  dense  w 
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eneral  Anderson  to  move  my  brigade 
the  left  of  the  plank  road,  and,  bear- 
am  the  road,  endeavor  to  get  upon 
ight  flank  and  rear.  I  immediately 
le  movement,  and  reaching  the  Gor- 
l  Fredericksburg  railroad,  I  moved 
iat  road,  keeping  Captain  Wilson's 
rty-eighth  Georgia  regiment,  and 
g*s  company,  Twenty-second  Georgia 
I  in  advance,  as  skirmishers, 
o'clock  p.  M.  I  reached  Wellford's 
one  and  a  half  miles  south-west  of 
ile,  where  I  found  Major-General 
iformed  me  that  the  enemy,  in  con- 
e,  was  occupying  the  thick  woods 
near  the  furnace,  in  the  direction  of 
lie.  I  immediately  prepared  to  give 
d  ordered  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cars- 
ling  Forty-eighth  Virginia  regiment, 
mt-Colonel'  Warden,  commanding 
d  Georgia  regiment,  to  move  cau- 
d  through  the  almost  impenetrable 
le  company  for  each  regiment  thrown 
irmishers,  and,  fincling  the  enemy,  to 
wously.  The  Third  Georgia  regi- 
3nd  Georgia  battalion  I  held  in  re- 
$ed  as  occasion  might  require.  Lieu- 
Is  Carswell  and  Warden,  moving 
•d,  were  soon  engaged  with  a  heavy 
temy's  infantry,  and  the  firing  for  a 
was  very  severe.  Through  this 
unwell  and  Warden  continued  to 
ir  gallant  commands  soon  cleared 
i  reaching  the  edge  of  an  open  field, 
and  drove  the  enemy  up  a  high  hill, 
arm  house,  where  he  took  shelter 
f  a  dense  pine  thicket.  Fearing  lest 
mand  should  fall  into  a  Yankee  trap, 
line  to  halt,  and  despatched  a  mes- 
leral  Stuart,  asking  that  he  send  me 
hin  artillery,  under  cover  of  whose 
I  again  to  charge  the  enemy,  unless 
should  show  them  to  be  in  very 
or  force.  Some  time  elapsed  before 
d  be  got  into  position,  owing  to  the 
be  ground  and  the  very  bad  roads 
sy  had  to  pass,  and  it  was  nearly 
we  opened  our  fire.  Immediately 
jponded  with  two  heavy  batteries, 
)ly  in  front  and  one  upon  our  right, 
a  third  opened  upon  us  from  a  high 
L  Our  guns  replied  with  spirit,  but 
uperior  number  of  guns  opposed  to 
r  advantageous  position,  the  result 
orable  to  us  as  I  nad  hoped  and  an 
certaining  the  locality  of  the  enemy's 
ed  Lieutenant-Colonel  Carswell  to 
is  left  flank  through  a  deep  ravine 
of  the  field,  in  which  the  enemy's 
ited,  and  gaining  the  right  and  rear 
'8  battery  upon  our  left,  to  charge 
it.  But  owing  to  the  near  approach 
the  dense  undergrowth  through 
d  to  pass,  it  was  found  impossi- 
>liib  my  object,  and,  at  dark,  the 
n  both  aides,  and  I  withdrew  my 
k>c      19  Ji 


men ;  and,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  Lieutenant- 
General  Jackson,  received  through  Major-General 
Stuart,  I  marched  by  the  furnace  road,  and,  at 
eleven  o'clock  p.  M.  rejoined  my  division,  then 
on  the  plank  road  about  one  mile  from  Chancel- 
lorsviUc.  My  loss,  during  the*  day,  amounted  to 
two  killed  and  twenty- two  wounded  The  enemy's 
loss  I  had  no  means  of  discovering,  as  I  left  the 
scene  of  conflict  so  soon,  but  it  must  have  been 
very  considerable,  including  quite  a  number  of 
prisoners. 

Early  on  Saturday  morning,  the  second  instant, 
I  was  ordered  to  form  my  brigade  on  the  left  of, 
and  perpendicular  to  the  plank  road,  with  my 
right  resting  upon  it,  keeping  one  regiment  de- 
ployed as  skirmishers  well  to  the  front  in  the  dense 
woods.  In  this  position  I  continued  until  two 
o'clock  p.  M.,  when  I  received  orders  to  move 
quickly  in  the  direction  of  the  iron  furnace  to  the 
support  of  General  Posey,  who  was  then  threatened 
by  a  heavy  force  of  the  Yankees.  Just  at  this  time 
the  enemy  advanced  two  full  brigades  upon  the 
Third  Georgia  regiment,  deployed  as  skirmishers 
in  my  front,  and  commenced  a  tire  upon  that  regi- 
ment I  was  compelled  to  leave  it  unsupported, 
but  reporting  the  fact  promptly  to  the  Major- 
General  commanding  the  division,  I  proceeded 
rapidly  to  the  support  of  General  Posey,  whose 
brigade  I  found  in  line  extending  on  both  sides  of 
the  road  to  the  furnace,  and  distant  from  the  latter 
about  one  thousand  yards.  The  enemy  appeared 
in  considerable  force  upon  the  hills  around  the 
furnace,  and  had  a  strong  line  of  sharpshooters 
advanced  as  far  as  the  small  run  which  flows  at 
the  foot  of  the  furnace  hill.  After  a  brief  consul- 
tation with  General  Posey,  I  formed  my  brigade 
on  his  right,  with  my  line  extending  well  to  the 
right  in  the  direction  of  the  left  of  the  Third 
Georgia  regiment,  left,  as  before  stated,  hotly 
engaged  by  a  large  force  of  the  enemy.  The 
firing  continuing  so  incessant  and  terrific  in 
the  direction  of  the  latter  regiment,  I  despatched 
a  messenger  to  Major  Jones,  commanding,  to 
ascertain  the  condition  of  things  in  his  imme- 
diate front,  and  to  inform  him  of  my  readiness 
to  reenforce  him  if  he  should  require  it,  but  or- 
dering him  to  hold  his  position  at  ail  hazards,  as 
he  held  the  key  to  our  whole  line  in  this  quarter. 
Having  received  an  answer  from  Major  Jones  that 
he  was  not  only  able  to  hold  his  own  against  the 
terrible  odds  to  which  he  was  opposed,  but  that 
he  was  actually  advancing  upon  and  driving  the 
enemy  before  him,  I  drew  in  my  line  upon  the  left 
and  concentrated  the  balance  of  my  brigade  there, 
in  order  to  cooperate  more  favorably  with  Posey, 
who  was,  about  this  time,  threatened  with  a  heavy 
force  which  was  seen  advancing  down  the  hill 
from  the  furnace,  and  approaching  his  position 
with  loud  cheers.  This  was  about  dark  on  Satur- 
day, and  as  the  enemy's  threatened  movement 
against  General  Posey  was  not  made,  I  again  di- 
rected my  attention  in  the  direction  of  Major 
Jones's  position  on  my  right. 

Shortly  after  dark  the  firing  ^W^, 
whole  front,  and  at  half  prat  tt^rt.  tf<&^,  u&$st 
Jones's  Third  Georgia  xegimeut.  \»wa%  x^- 
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licvcd  from  its  position  in  the  woods,  as  skirmish- 
ers, returned  to  the  brigade  and  was  formed  upon 
its  right.  My  loss  during  the  day  was  very  slight, 
though  I  regret  to  add  that  some  of  my  men,  who 
were  wounded  the  day  before  and  left  at  the  fur- 
nace in  hospital,  were  to-dav  captured,  together 
with  two  ambulances,  which  had  been  sent  up  to 
bring  them  off.  When  the  depot  for  my  wounded 
was  established  at  the  furnace  it  was  at  least  a 
mile  within  our  lines,  but  by  some  means  unknown 
to  me  the  enemy  retook  the  position  on  this  day, 
(Saturday,  the  second,)  and  thus  got  possession 
of  some  of  my  wounded  men. 

Early  on  Sunday  morning  I  received  orders  to 
advance  my  brigade  through  the  woods  in  the  di- 
rection of  Chancellorsville,  connecting  my  right 
with  General  Mahone's  left  and  my  left  with  Gen- 
eral Posey's  right.  This  gave  me  a  line  of  over  a 
mile  to  cover  with  less  than  sixteen  hundred  men. 
I  soon  found  that  this  was  entirely  impracticable, 
and  I  pushed  forward  through  the  woods  endeavor- 
ing to  keep  equidistant  from  Mahone  and  Posey, 
keeping  my  flanks  protected  by  a  strong  line  of 
skirmishers  and  flankers.  In  this  order  I  moved 
steadily  on  my  right,  about  three  quarters  of  a 
mile  to  the  left  of  the  plank  road,  until  I  fell  upon  a 
strong  body  of  Yankee  infantry  posted  in  the 
woods,  about  one  half  a  mile  in  the  front  (as  I 
afterwards  discovered)  of  a  strong  line  of  rifle-pits, 
protected  by  abatis  formed  by  the  felling  of  the 
thick  forest  timber  for  some  distance  in  front  of 
their  intrenchments.  Quickly  engaging  the  enemy 
with  vigor  he  gave  way,  and  I  pursued  him  up 
and  into  his  strong  works.  Here  my  small  com- 
mand encountered  the  most  terrible  fire  of  artil- 
lery and  musketry  I  have  ever  witnessed,  and  our 
farther  advance  was  temporarily  checked.  About 
this  time  firing  on  my  left  was  heard,  and  I  felt 
assured  Posey  was  up  to  his  work.  Not  having 
heard  from  or  of  General  Mahone,  I  despached  an 
officer  of  my  staff  to  seek  him  and  inform  him  of 
my  position,  and  beg  him  to  move  forward  to  my 
support.  Immediately  after  this  messenger  left 
me,  Major  Taylor,  an  officer  in  command  of  Gen- 
eral Mahonc's  line  of  skirmishers,  approached  me 
and  informed  me  that  he  knew  nothing  of  the  lo- 
cality of  General  Mahone's  brigade,  except  when 
last  heard  from  it  was  very  far  in  the  rear,  and 
that  he  (Taylor)  should  wait  or  fall  back  with  his 
skirmishers  until  he  could  be  brought  near  to  his 
brigade.  I  urged  him  not  to  do  so,  as  I  had  just 
sent  word  to  General  Mahone,  informing  him  of 
the  condition  of  things  in  front,  and  urging  him 
to  come  to  my  support,  and  which  I  thought  he 
would  speedily  do.  Directly  after  this  Major 
Taylor  left  me,  and  I  saw  no  more  of  him  or  Gen- 
eral Mahone's  forces  during  the  day.  Being  thus 
without  support  on  my  right,  I  determined  to 
move  a  little  towards  the  left,  where  I  continued 
to  hear  Posey's  fire,  and  ordered  Major  Jones, 
with  his  Third  Georgia  regiment,  to  deploy  his 
line,  and  pushing  up  to  the  enemy's  works  examine 
his  position  and  report.  About  this  time  the 
firing  far  on  the  left  of  Posey's  position  became  , 
heavy,  and  I  felt  assured  that  Jackson  wo*  ad- 


works,  where,  pressed  by  Posey  and  Perry » 
my  immediate  left,  and  Jackson  farther  on!  ej 
Yankees  gave  way  and  fled  from  their  intmt 
mcntB.    We  pressed  forward  and  immethas; 
occupied  them,  although  on  my  right  the  earn 
still  retained  possession  of  their  works  and  optta 
a  pretty  sharp  fire  of  shell  and  musketry  open  ■ 
as  we  took  possession  of  their  abandoned  rife-ok 
I  was  then  ordered  by  Major-General  Andena 
to  move  up  the  Third  Georgia  regiment  and  dt* 
lodge  the  enemy's  sharpshooters  on  our  right,  sd 
then  push  forward  for  the  enemy's  battery.  ibl 
was  playing  «o  incessantly  upon  us.  The  «*? 
was  given,  and  the  Third  Georgia  commented* 
movement  along  the  line  of  rifle-pits  tonrarii  ■ 
plank  road,  led  by  Major  Jones.   In  a  few  null 
he  received  a  severe  wound  in  the  right  n, 
(since  amputated,)  and  the  command  dental 
upon  Captain  Andrews,  who  continued  to  adma; 
until  having  reached  the  plank  road  about  M 
hundred  yards  from  Chancellorsville,  I  ofdni 
him  to  charge  the  enemy,  then  in  some  coddjbb 
around  and  in  the  rear  of  the  brick  house,  fls 
charge  was  made  with  spirit,  and  the  enemy  H 
leaving  us  in  entire  possession  of  his  strong  na- 
tion.   At  this  point  we  captured  three  pews' 
artillery  and  eight  caissons,  and  about  three  he* 
dred  prisoners.   I  immediately  re-formed  my  a> 
gade  (now  somewhat  scattei^  innmningtlnwji 
the  woods  and  timber)  alone  the  road  in  front 
the  brick  house,  and  ordered  fourcompameiaftta 
Third  Georgia  forward  on  both  sides  of  HyWai 
road  as  skirmishers  to  feel  for  the  flying  foe.  Sm 
as  I  had  my  line  formed  and  ready  to  pre**  I 
reported  the  fact  to  Major  General  Andenon,fH 
with  General  Lee,  had  ridden  upon  the  field,  ^  I 
then  received  orders  to  move  down  thepbnknsl  I 
for  a  few  rods  and  await  further  orders.  Mens* 
my  skirmishers  had  overtaken  the  running!* 
kees,  and  had  succeeded  in  capturing  an  e*» 
Yankee  regiment,  (the  Twenty-seventh  Coops* 
cut,)  with  all  its  field  officers  and  about  a* 
seven  hundred  men.    I  continued  to  seou V 
woods  for  an  hour  or  two,  and  captured  qpfct 
number  of  straggling  Yankees. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  I  was  ordered  down  tfe* 
road  in  the  direction  of  the  United  States  Fsi 
following  Posey's  brigade.  Nothing  of  imp* 
tance  occurred  during  this  march,  and  at  v$ 
bivouacked  near  Childs's  home.  My  loss  dors 
this  day  was  pretty  severe,  amounting  to  tern 
teen  killed,  and  one  hundred  and  sixty-tta 
wounded,  including  in  the  list  of  killed  some  < 
my  best  officers. 

'On  Monday  morning  I  received  orders  to  mo 
back  up  the  road,  towards  Chancellorsville,  a 
I  reached  the  turnpike  road ;  and  from  thence  ' 
ordered  down  the  turnpike  to  Salem  Church,  f 
miles  above  Fi^ericksburg,  which  point 
reached  about  noon,  when  I  halted  to  receive  I 
ther  orders.  Major-General  Anderson  then 
rected  me  to  move  off  to  the  right  of  the  ro 
and  passing  well  to  the  left  of  toe  enemy's  li 
to  take  position  on  the  slope  of  the  hills  in  i 
ot  \ta<wttcofflx£  %  tatm.  \tat*L  formed  line  of  bat 


r}',   

rancwg  there.  Major  Jones  moved  his  regimexiUm^  ta^&X.  u^otl^V^^^^^^Vcnm^^^ 
rapidly  up  to  within  a  few  rods  of  the  eniroy*W» 
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enemy  were  in  position  along  the  north 
)f  the  ridge  upon  which  Downman's  house 
,  with  a  strong  line  of  sharpshooters  occupy- 
le  crest  of  the  ridge  and  the  house,  and 
g  around  Downman's  yard  with  heavy  bat- 
on the  hills  in  their  rear.  At  the  appoint- 
gnal,  just  before  sunset,  I  moved  forward 
^ right  flank  around  to  the  right  of  the  hill 
ich  I  had  formed,  and  passing  up  a  ravine, 
upon  the  border  of  the  open  field  in  rear  of 
man's  house,  about  four  hundred  yards 
t,  and  here  rapidly  forming  in  line  I  charged 
the  fields,  swept  by  the  house,  and  reached 
ods  opposite,  driving  the  enemy  before  me 
a£L  Arriving  at  the  skirt  of  the  woods,  I 
my  command,  (fearing  if  I  proceeded  far- 

that  direction  I  should  encounter  Wof- 
brigade,  who,  I  had  been  informed,  M  ould 
B  in  that  direction,)  and  sent  a  messenger 
era!  Anderson  informing  him  of  my  posi- 
om  whom  I  received  instructions  to  wait  in 
n  position  for  further  orders.  During  this 
e  enemy  kept  up  a  murderous  fire  along  my 
line,  and  with  considerable  effect.  I  re- 
.  in  this  position  until  dark,  subjected  to 
irderous  fire,  without  being  able  to  respond 

enemy's  guns.  Between  eight  and  nine 
I  was  ordered  to  move  up  to  the  plank  road, 
rcn  on  Posey's  left,  which  I  did,  and  soon 
e  moved  down  the  road  in  the  direction  of 
'»  Ford,  Posey  in  advance.  After  proceeding 
id  a  half  or  three  miles,  we  were  ordered  to 
Jid  were  then  ordered  by  Major-Geucral  An- 
.  to  bivouac  for  the  night.  My  loss  this  day 
ontiderable,  amounting  to  six  killed,  and 
-three  wounded. 

(nunday,  the  fifth  instant,  about  two  o'clock 
I  received  orders  to  move  my  command  ira- 
tely up  the  plank  road  to  Chancellorsville. 
menced  the  march  at  once  in  one  of  the 
it  rains  I  have  ever  seen,  and  which  continued 
ass  violence  during  the  whole  afternoon.  At 
ire  encamped  about  one  and  a  half  miles 
Chancellorsville;  and,  early  next  morning, 
lesday,)  we  marched  to  Chancellorsville, 
3m  thence  down  the  Ely's  Ford  road  to  a 
just  behind  Brooks's  house.  Here  we  were 
until  about  noon,  when  I  was  ordered  to 
i  my  steps,  (the  Yankees  having  retired  be- 
ne river,)  and  take  my  men  into  their  camp, 
rear  of  Fredericksburg.  Thus  ended  the 
ays  of  marching  and  fighting, 
mot,  in  justice  to  the  brave  men  composing 
mmand,  close  my  brief  report  without  ex- 
>g  my  highest  admiration  for  their  splendid 
t  during  this  eventful  week.  No  man  ever 
tter  or  braver  soldiers.  The  Twenty-second 
a,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Warden,  and  the 
ighth  Georgia,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cars- 
iJFriday,  near  the  iron  furnace,  acted  with 
uished  coolness  and  courage,  driving  a  vast- 
rior  force  of  the  Yankees  for  nearly  a  mile, 
Iv  relinquished  further  pursuit  by  receiving 
from  me  to  halt  On  the  same  day  Cora- 
H,"  Captain  Luckee,  of  the  Third  Georgia, 
mpany  "B,"  Captain  Jones,  of  the  Second 
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Georgia  battalion,  performed  efficieut  and  valu- 
able service  as  skirmishers,  during  the  advance 
and  firing  on  the  plank  road. 

On  Saturday  tne  Third  Georgia  sustained  its 
former  reputation  in  encaging  and  actually  re- 
pulsing two  brigades  of  tne  enemy,  on  the  left  of 
the  plank  road,  near  Chancellorsville. 

On  Sunday,  at  Chancellorsville,  and  again  on 
Monday  afternoon,  near  Fredericksburg,  the  en- 
tire command  evinced  the  most  heroic  fortitude 
and  chivalric  daring ;  charging,  in  both  instances, 
and  routing  the  Yankee  infantry,  under  a  deadly 
fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries.  To  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Warden,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Carswell, 
Major  Ross,  and  Major  Jones,  and  the  skilful  of- 
ficers and  brave  men  of  their  commands,  is  the 
country  in  no  small  degree  indebted  for  the  splen- 
did results  of  the  week. 

This  command  and  the  country  have  to  deplore 
the  untimely  loss  of  Captain  Heath,  of  the  Twenty- 
second  Georgia,  Captain  Kendrick  and  First 
Lieutenant  Spier,  of  the  Forty-eighth  Georgia,  who 
were  killed  on  Sunday  near  Chancellorsville. 

To  Captain  Girardey,  A.  A.  general,  Lieuten- 
ant Ilazlehurst  and  Captain  Bell,  aids-dc-camp, 
I  am  greatly  indebted  for  their  valuable  and  effi- 
cient services  during  all  the  week's  operations. 
I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  R.  Wright. 

Brigadier-General,  commanding  Brlgndo. 
REPORT  OP  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  PERRY. 


Headquarters  Perry's  Brigade,  ) 
May  0,  1804.  $ 

To  Major  Thomas  S.  Mills,  A.  A.  General : 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  command, 
consisting  of  the  Second  and  Eighth  Florida  regi- 
ments, in  the  recent  engagements  in  Spottsyl- 
vania  county : 

On  the  evening  of  the  twenty-ninth  of  April,  in 
compliance  with  orders  from  division  headquarters, 
I  moved  my  command  to  the  heights  in  trout  of 
Falmouth,  and  throwing  my  pickets  out  to  the 
river  bank,  remained  inline  or  battle  until  about 
eleven  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  first  of  May, 
when,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  Major-Gencral 
Anderson,  I  moved  with  my  command  up  the  plank 
road,  and  into  the  old  iurnpike  road.  I  advanced 
up  this  road  until  I  came  to  our  line  of  battle, 
held  by  Major-General  McLaws  on  the  right.  I 
then  received  an  order  from  Major-General  Mc- 
Laws to  form  my  brigade  on  the  right  of  Briga- 
dier-General Wofforcrs  brigade.  This  threw  me 
some  distance  to  the  right  of  the  old  mine  road. 
I  at  once  formed  my  line  of  battle,  and  receiving 
information  from  Major-General  McLaws  that  the 
enemy  were  advancing  on  the  old  mine  road,  I 
threw  out  skirmishers  and  so  disposed  my  line  as 
to  enable  me  to  command  both  the  old  mine  road 
and  the  Dewson  Mill  road.  Brigadier-General 
Wilcox  soon  coming  up  and  forming  his  brigade 
on  my  right,  I  was  relieved  ftoui  tgLvvct^  fax\ta& 
attention  to  the  Dew aou  "M\\\  tosA,  *xv& 
my  original  line,  my  righx  xe^m^iv\.t«^VB^Vcw>^ 
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rifle-pits  on  the  left  of  the  Dewson  Mill  road. 
About  five  o'clock  P.  M.  I  received  orders  from 
Major-Geueral  McLaws  to  double  my  line  of  skir- 
mishers and  advance.  I  did  so  for  about  one  and 
one  half  miles,  encountering  no  enemy.  I  halted  , 
with  Brigadier-General  Wofford's  brigade  on  my  ! 
left.  Brigadier-General  Wilcox  not  receiving  or- ' 
ders  to  advance  at  the  time,  did  not  join  my  right. ' 
General  Wofford  having  become  disconnected  from  j 
the  line  on  his  left,  determined  to  bivouac  for  the 
night.  Accordingly  I  threw  out  a  strong  line  of 
pickets  and  disposed  my  men  for  rest.  They  j 
were  very  much  exhausted,  owing  to  the  nature  of 
the  country  through  which  they  had  advanced.  ■ 
About  ten  o'clock  I  received  an  order  to  retrace 
my  steps  and  march  up  the  turnpike  road  to  Mu- 
jor-General  McLaws's  position.  I  did  so,  and 
having  arrived  with  my  brigade  near  General  Mc-  . 
Laws's  headquarters,  received  an  order  revoking 
the  former  order,  and  directing  me  to  move  my 
command  back  to  the  position  I  had  just  left. 
Having  retaken  that  position,  I  remained  until 
morning,  everything  in  my  front  continuing  quiet. 
Brigadier-General  uofford  having  reestablished 
his  connection  with  the  line  on  his  left,  the  line 
of  battle  was  advanced,  I  moving  in  conformity 
with  the  line  on  my  left,  keeping  out  a  strong  line 
of  skirmishers,  and  sending  out  scouting  parties 
to  my  front  and  right,  we  encountered  no  resist- 
ance to  our  advance.  The  enemy  falling  back 
without  firing  a  gun,  we  took  a  few  prisoners  and 
found  some  abandoned  commissary  stores,  arms, 
&c.  About  four  o'clock  in  the  evening  the  line 
was  closed  up  to  the  left  by  order  from  Major- 
General  McLaws,  until  my  left  rested  a  few  paces 
to  the  right  of  the  pike  road.  My  skirmishers 
here  became  engaged  with  the  enemy,  driving 
back  the  enemy's  skirmishers  and  holding  the 
ground  gained  against  a  brisk  fire  from  both  in- 
fantry and  artillery.  At  dark  I  received  an  order 
from  Major-General  McLaws  to  report  with  my 
command  to  Major-General  Anderson,  on  the  left 
of  Major-General  McLaws's  line,  and  in  obedience 
to  Major-General  Anderson's  orders,  bivouacked 
my  men  in  the  woods  for  rest.  Some  time  before 
daylight  of  the  morning  of  the  third  of  May,  I 
moved  my  command,  by  direction  of  Major-Gen- 
eral Anderson,  down  the  Cntharpin  road,  for  the 
purpose  of  scouring  the  country  to  the  left  of 
and  rear  of  the  left  of  Major-General  Anderson's 
line.  I  found  the  country  clear,  and  moved  up 
by  the  furnace,  on  the  left  of  the  line,  and  came 
up  with  the  other  brigades  of  the  division,  near  to 
the  enemy's  works.  I  at  once  formed  my  line  of 
battle  and  pushed  forward  upon  the  right  flank 
of  the  enemy's  works  on  the  left  of  the  line  of 
Major-General  Anderson's  division.  The  fire  was 
quite  brisk  herefrom  a  line  of  the  enemy,  thrown 
back  at  right  angles  to  this  front,  to  protect  his 
flank  and  rear.  This  line  soon  gave  way,  and 
pushing  forward,  J  found  myself  inside  of  his 
breastworks.  Having  no  knowledge  of  the  ground, 
and  the  woods  being*3o  thick  as  to  entirely  ob- 
struct the  view,  I  was  at  a  loss  for  some  time  as  to 
the  direction  of  the. enemy's  next  line.  Their 
musket  balls  soon  gave,  me  the  proper  direction, 


and  I  changed  front,  and  sending  out  .skiriv*\ 
soon  found  their  line  on  the  thickly  wwid  Q 
in  the  rear  of  their  breastworks,  and  to  their  rijk 
of  the  field  in  front  of  Chancellor's.  I  ordarti 
charge,  and  the  enemy,  after  one  or  two  raatii 
broke  in  the  utmost  confusion,  throwing  dm 
ai  ms,  knapsacks,  &c,  great  numbers  *  of  tki 
running  into  our  lines. 

No  sooner  had  the  enemy's  lines  vaniahed,tk 
their  batteries  poured  a  most  terrific  fire  of  pp 
and  canister  into  my  lines.  The  men  lying  ina, 
and  being  partially  protected  by  a  slight  ridje.fr 
fire  was  not  as  fatal  as  I  had  reason  to  fear.  Up 
going  to  the  front  I  found  no  infantry  in  mrfrrt, 
between  me  and  the  turnpike  road,  and  tint  I 
could  not  lead  my  men  against  the  enemy's  bater 
without  encountering  the  range  of  ourownbaaay 
on  the  left  of  the  rear  of  my  line,  which  w»  Utt 
clearing  out  the  enemy  in  double-quick  tint 
While  making  this  charge,  portions  of  two  otkr 
brigades,  who  were  lying  down  in  the  wooded 
whom  a  portion  of  my  line  had  charged  we; 
rushed  back  from  the  sudden  and  terrific  fat 
poured  into  us  before  the  enemy  gave  way,  si 
the  Eighth  Florida  regiment,  which  had  net  Ufl 
passed  over  them,  mistaking  them  for  the  left  i 
their  own  brigade,  allowed  themselves  tobesiRjt 
back  a  short  distance  by  them.   They  were  391, 
however,  at  all  panic  stricken,  but  were  raDifd « 
once,  their  morale  and  spirit  in  no  manner* 
paired.    I  cannot  think  any  blame  should  be* 
tached  to  either  the  officers  or  the  men  of 
regiment.    I  remained  in  that  position  until 
rest  of  the  division  was  marched  up  by  Gcaml  1 
Anderson,  and  moved  by  the  right  flank  with  tie 
to  the  turnpike  road,  where  the  division 
Soon  after,  I  was  directed  by  order  from  Gents! 
Anderson,  to  occupy  the  works  on  the  right  erf  the 
pike  road,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  throii^i 
force  into  them.   I  remained  in  those  works  uS 
ordered  to  follow  the  division  towardi  IbW 
States  Ford. 

That  night  I  halted  with  the  division,— hoc 
on  its  left,  —  put  out  strong  pickets,  and  ks» 
until  about  two  hours  before  daylight  of  MiJ 
fourth,  when  I  received  orders  to  throw  one  Rf 
ment  forward  upon  each  of  two  roads  running  to- 
wards the  ridge  occupied  by  the  enemy,  in  lb 
rear  of  Chancellorsville.  I  sent  forward  the  Fift 
Florida,  on  the  road  leading  by  Grady's  how 
and  the  Second  Florida,  about  half  a  mile  faxtb 
to  the  left,  throwing  forward  a  connected  line  < 
skirmishers  in  front  of  the  two  regiments.  The 
skirmishers  encountered  the  enemy's  pickets 
considerable  force,  but  they  offered  feeble  rest 
ance,  and  were  pressed  back  a  mile  or  a  mile  a 
a  half,  to  the  enemy's  intrenchments.  I  was  tfe 
ordered  by  General  Anderson  to  draw  in  the  t 
regiments  and  line  of  skirmishers,  and  follow ' 
division  towards  Fredericksburg,  which  I  did,  c 
was  next  posted  on  the  left  of  the  line  of  the  dn 
ion.  My  line  being  to  the  rear  of  Downnu 
house,  Brigadier-General  Posey  being  on  mv  ri$ 
There  being  an  interval  of  three  quarters  of  an 
between  my  left  and  the  right  of  General  McLai 
line,  I  was  ordered  to  hold  the  position  1  then 
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until  further  orders,  unless  when  the  right 
ine  had  advanced  up  the  plank  road  to  a 
roosite  me,  I  should  see  an  opportunity  to 
[had  thoroughly  scouted  the  woods  to  my 
.  from  the  information  I  had  obtained,  felt 
I  of  capturing  both  the  battery  at  Gregg's 
Qd  much  of  the  infantry  thrown  up  between 
1  Downman's  house.  That  hope,  however, 
s  all  opportunity  for  me,  in  the  position  in 
was  to  strike  a  single  blow  to  advantage, 
stroyed  by  Brigadier-General  Wright's 

swinging  across  the  line  of  battle  and 
;  across  the  field  in  my  front  before  our 
uld  so  engage  the  enemy  on  the  plank 
to  prevent  the  artillery  and  infantry  from 

by  that  road.  Upon  reporting  my  posi- 
reneral  Anderson,  I  was  directed  to  remain 
til  morning. 

le  morning  of  May  fifth,  by  direction  of 
Anderson,  I  moved  to  the  vicinity  of  the 
house,  on  the  plank  road ;  there  I  re- 
until  about  four  o'clock  r.  M.,  when,  with 
r  brigades  of  the  division,  I  moved  up  the 
tad  and  bivouacked  for  the  night.  Early 
norning  of  the  sixth,  by  order  of  General 
m,  I  detached  two  regiments,  posted  one 
Catharpin  road  and  one  at  fork  of  plank 
i  the  road  leading  to  Spottsylvania  Court- 
halting  the  other  regiment  where  the  fur- 
id  crossed  the  plank  road.  About  one 
[  called  in  my  regiments  and  returned  to 
camp. 

»nduct  of  both  officers  and  men  of  my 
d,  through  the  tiresome  marches  and  con- 
watching,  as  well  as  while  engaging  the 
was  such  as  to  merit  high  praise.  The 
d  steadfast  courage  exhibited,  especially 
lfth  and  Second  Florida  regiments,  in  the 
it  Chancellor sville,  attracted  my  particular 
1. 

indebted  to  Captain  McCaslan,  A.  A.  A. 
Lieutenant  Taylor,  aid-de-camp,  Lieu- 
Scott,  volunteer  nid-de-camp,  and  Lieu- 
liley,  acting  inspector,  for  the  great  assist- 
y  rendered  me  by  their  attention  to  their 
nd  gallant  conduct 

mmand  was  kept  supplied  with  rations  by 
levering  energy  of  Major  Elder,  brigade 
»ary.  Major  Hinkle,  brigade  quartermas- 
bis  untiring  efforts  to  alleviate  the  suffer- 
the  wounded,  who  were  collected  at  the 
lwaiting  transportation  to  Richmond,  has 
my  particular  thanks.  1  enclose  the  list 
lties.      I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully,  &c, 

E.  A.  Perry, 
Brigadier-General,  p.  A.  C.  S. 

T  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  MAHONE. 

Headquarters  Maiione's  Brigade,  \ 
A3fr>ERSon»s  Division,  May  27, 1863.  j 

w  T.  8.  Milts,  A.  A.  G.t  Anderson's  Divis- 
ors* Corps,  A.  H.  Va.  : 
R :  I  beg  leave  to  report  the  operations  of 
pde  in  the  late  battles  of  the  Rappahan- 


It  is  proper  to  premise,  that  this  brigade  with 
that  of  General  Posey,  had  been  stationed  near 
the  United  States  Ford  for  the  purpose  of  defend- 
ing that  crossing  of  the  Rappahannock.  On 
Wednesday,  the  twenty-ninth  April,  it  was  re- 
ported to  me  that  the  enemy  had  made  his  ap- 
pearance in  force  at  the  Germana  and  Ely's  Cross- 
ings of  the  Rapidan.  This  appearance  of  the 
enemy  upon  our  flank  and  rear  rendered  our  po- 
sition at  the  United  States  Ford  no  longer  tenable, 
and  with  a  view  to  checking  his  advance  upon  the 
flank  of  our  army,  as  was  now  clearly  discerned  to 
be  his  aim,  the  two  brigades,  General  Posey's  and 
mine,  were  immediately  placed  in  position  near 
Chancellorsville,  so  as  to  cover  the  roads  from  the  * 
Germana  and  Ely's  Crossings  of  the  Rapidan  and 
that  of  the  United  States  Ford,  uniting  at  Chancel- 
lorsville. In  the  mean  time  our  camps,  stores, 
equipage,  transportation,  and  sick  were  sent  to  the 
rear,  and  without  any  material  loss  of  any  of  them. 
The  brigades  occupied  their  position  at  Chancel- 
lorsville, as  indicated,  until  next  morning,  Thurs- 
day, the  thirtieth  instant,  when,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Major-Gcneral  commanding  the  division, 
who  had  happily  joined  us  during  the  night,  they 
fell  back  on  the  United  States  mine  road,  this 
brigade  at  and  covering  the  crossing  by  that  road 
of  the  old  turnpike.  Before  leaving  our  position 
at  Chancellorsville,  however,  the  enemy's  cavalry 
advanced  on  the  Ely's  Ford  road,  made  its  appear- 
ance, and  after  a  precipitate  advance  upon  our 
picket,  capturing  several,  he  subsequently  came 
upon  our  rear  guard,  the  Twelfth  Virginia  infantry, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Field  commanding,  and  was 
repulsed  so  effectually  as  to  leave  us  free  from  any 
further  annoyance  during  the  change  of  position, 
to  which  I  have  already  referred,  and  then  in  pro- 
cess of  execution.  Shortly  after  we  had  taken  up 
our  new  line,  at  the  intersection  of  the  mine  and 
turnpike  roads,  the  enemy  came  down  the  turnpike 
in  considerable  force  of  cavalry  and  infantry,  but 
nothing  occurred  at  this  point  beyond  a  little  skir- 
mishing with  his  sharpshooters  and  reconnoitring 
parties.  The  next  day,  Friday,  first  May,  this 
brigade  led  on  the  turnpike  in  the  general  advance 
of  our  forces,  and  very  shortly  engaged  the  enemy 
under  General  Sikes,  when  we  had  quite  a  brisk 
little  engagement,  artillery  and  infantry,  Major- 
General  McLaws  commanding.  The  enemy, 
(United  States  regulars,)  many  of  whom  we  cap- 
tured, waB  promptly  repulsed,  and  our  line  of  bat- 
tle, now  formed,  was  moved  rapidly  forward  to  a 
point  on  the  turnpike  south  of  Chancellorsville, 
about  one  and  a  quarter  miles,  known  as  McGees. 
This  brigade  continued  here  with  Major-General 
McLaws  s  forces  confronting  the  enemy's  line  of 
battle  in  that  quarter,  until  the  next  day,  when  it 
was  transferred  and  occupied  our  front  line  imme- 
diately on  the  left  of  the  plank  road.    In  this 

{)osition  we  continued,  up  to  the  fail  of  Chancel- 
orsville,  engaging  the  enemy  more  or  less  warmly 
as  the  progress  of  General  Jackson's  operations 
on  his  flank  and  rear  seemed  to  call  for,  and  as 
the  range  of  his,  General  Jackson's,  enfilading  fire 
would  allow.  It  was  during  this  service  of  the 
brigade  that  the  advance  line  of  skirmishers  of  tha 
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Sixth  Virginia  infantry,  Colonel  George  T.  Ro- 
gers, under  the  immediate  command  of  Captain 
vV.  Carter  Williams,  charged  over  the  enemy's 
abatis  near  the  plank  road,  fired  upon  him  in  his 
rifle-pits,  captured  prisoners  from  four  different 
regiments,  and  the  colors  and  color-bearer  of  the 
One  Hundred  and  Seventh  Ohio,  returning  to  his 
position  with  his  handful  of  men,  with  the  loss 
of  an  officer  as  prisoner.  This  gallant  and  suc- 
cessful sortie  was  made  a  little  alter  dark,  Satur- 
day, the  second  May,  when  General  Jackson's  I 
fire  was  heavy,  and  it  was  in  fighting  over  the  | 
same  ground  the  next  morning  that  the  valiant j 
Williams  fell,  mortally  wounded.  The  standard, 
a  most  elegantly  finished  work,  was  duly  delivered. 
Immediately  following  the  fall  of  Chancellorsville, 
this  brigade  was  sent,  with  a  brigade  of  Major- 
General  McLaws's  division,  to  look  after  the  enemy, 
then  reported  to  be  advancing  up  the  plank  road 
from  Fredericksburg,  under  General  Sedgwick. 
Meeting  General  Wilcox,  with  his  brigade,  about 
the  divergence  of  the  plank  and  turnpike  roads  ; 
and  finding  that  the  enemy  was  really  and  rapidly 
advancing,  it  was  at  once  determined:  to  meet  him 
at  the  Salem  Church.  At  this  point,  possessing 
the  advantages  of  ground,  our  line  was  formed. 
In  the  mean  time  Major-General  McLaws  had 
joined  us  with  the  balance  of  his  division.  My 
brigade,  in  the  spirited  fight  at  this  place,  occupied 
the  extreme  left  of  the  line,  lying  wholly  in  the 
woods,  and  participated  in  the  successful  resist- 
ance made  to  the  enemy's  very  determined  effort 
to  break  our  lines  at  that  point.  Upon  the  con- 
clusion of  this  battle,  Tuesday,  the  fifth  May, 
the  brigade  rejoined  its  division.  The  conduct  of 
the  officers  and  men,  as  well  in  bearing  the  hard- 
ships and  privations  attending  eight  consecutive 
days  of  exposure  and  excitement,  as  well  as  in 
battle,  deserve  high  commendation,  and  at  least 
this  acknowledgment  at  my  hands.  The  Twelfth 
Virginia,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Field  commanding, 
for  its  rapid  and  efficient  resistance  of  the  superior 
forces  of  the  enemy,  while  covering  the  formation 
of  our  lines  of  battle  on  the  turnpike,  Friday,  the 
first  May.  The  Sixth  "Virginia,  Colonel  Rogers 
commanding,  for  its  vigorous  pressure  and  bold 
sorties  upon  the  enemy  and  his  works  around 
Chancellorsville,  Saturday  and  Sunday,  the  second 
and  third  of  May,  for  its  veteran-like  behavior  at 
Salem  Church,  receiving  without  disorder  the  ene- 
my's sudden  fire  while  moving  by  the  flanks.  And 
the  Sixty-first  Virginia,  Colonel  Grover,  for  its 
gallant  and  successful  skirmish  with  the  enemy 
during  the  formation  of  our  lines  at  the  Salem 
Church,  deserves  special  mention ;  while  the  part 
borne  by  the  Sixteenth  Virginia,  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Whitehead  commanding,  and  the  Forty-first 
Virginia,  Colonel  Parham  commanding,  was  every- 
where, though  less  arduous,  well  and  Dravely  per- 
formed. Li  this  connection  it  is  but  due  that  I 
should  record  here  my  high  appreciation  of  the  effi- 
cient and  gallant  conduct  of  the  staff  officers  with 
me,  Captain  R.  Taylor,  A.  A.  general,  and  First 
Lieutenant   Richard  Walke, 


inia  infantry,  must  be  mentioned.  He 
tne  foremost  in  the  skirmish  fight  of  Id 
on  the  turnpike,  May  first,  and  was  il 
Commanding  our  advance  guard.  His  < 
this  occasion  was  beautifully  heroic.  Tl 
of  prisoners  taken  by  the  brigade  was  lug 
not  be  accurately  stated,  owing  to  the  a 
detached  manner  in  which  they  had  to 
the  rear.  The  casualties  of  the  hngi 
these  battles  were  as  follows :  — 


12tli  Va.  infantry,,  -  , 

Mil    11  kl  ... 

41nt   «  (*       ,  .  , 

Utii  **  "      .  -  - 

Dirt  nil  huridinp  bridge  at 
Germtnu,  ...»,» 


Total,  . 


YJ 


I  am.  Major,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  tern 
William  11 

Brig* 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL 

Headquarters  Wilcox's  Bbioad 
Salem  Church,  Mayl 

Mqjor  Tlwmas  S.  Mills,  A.A.G.of 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  th 

iteport  of  the  part  borne  by  my  brigad 

cent  engagements  with  the  enemy  in  t 

commencing  on  the  first  and  ending 

instant :  On  the  twenty-ninth  ultimo 

received  to  be  ready  to  move  at  i 

notice,  it  being  known  that  the  enen 

ancing  in  heavy  force  from  the  i 

Chancellorsville.     The  following  d 

was  heard  at  intervals  in  that  vidn 

he  next,  the  first  instant,  the  brij 

(under  orders)  up  the  plank  road,  an 

within  hearing  or  musketry.  Arrivii 

ersection  of  the  plank  road  and  the  c 

the  command  followed  the  latter ;  an 

long  before  thev  came  under  a  diit 

ire,  our  troops  beiqg  at  the  time  ei 

mishing  with  the  enemy  about  01 

Having  reported  to  General  McLawi 

i  ng  on  this  road,  the  brigade  was  or 

right,  on  the  mine  road  ;  and  a 

iirected  to  be  posted,  with  the  view 

me  of  the  enemy's,  then  sweeping, 

the  old  turnpike.   Lewis's  battery, 


ay  command,  was  soon  in  position, 
however,  ceasing  to  fire,  the  brigade 
ordnance  officer,  i  in  line  on  the  right  of  General  Pei 
Among  the  gallant  spirits  who  were  aenouftVj   nwSl  \YC\%  t\^Jo&.  <a£  General  W 

wounded,  Captain  Banks,  company  E,Twe\fthNVt  -\\iiQ>\^XTcv^  ^mxaaxA^a  wok^^Vsl- 
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•pits  running  from  Banks's  Ford  to  within  a 
hundred  yards  of  the  mine  road.  Half  past 
P.  M.,  orders  were  received  to  advance  to 
fronL  This  forward  movement  was  con- 
jd,  though  with  much  difficulty,  owing  to 
lensely  thick  forest,  till  the  darkness  of  the 
:  rendered  it  impracticable  to  go  farther, 
command  was  halted  near  Dewson's  mills,  on 
Hun,  three  quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  Rap- 
nnock ;  and  naving  established  pickets  in 
and  on  our  flanks,  the  command  bivouacked 
le  night  Two  companies  were  ordered  out 
itrol,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  whether 
>\  the  enemy  occupied  the  river  road  near 
eT*s  house,  and  if  not,  to  'communicate  with 
pickets  left  near  Banks's  Ford.  The  enemy 
found  not  to  occupy  the  river  road :  the  com- 
;*  returning  captured  three  Federal  soldiers 
iig  their  way,  so  they  stated,  to  the  United 
im  Ford.  Ten  r.  M.  orders  were  received  to 
n  to  the  old  turnpike,  and  halt  for  the  rc- 
der  of  the  night,  in  rear  and  near  the  ad- 
e  troops  on  that  road.  This  point  was 
ned  near  half  past  two  a.  m.,  and  soon  after 
rs  came  to  return  to  Banks's  Ford,  and  to 
it  at  all  hazards  —  it  being  reported  that  the 
ny  were  in  force  there,  and  threatened  to 
s;  the  ford  was  reached  at  daylight  The 
mand  had  thus  been  on  the  march  the  entire 
Lt  The  second  instant,  the  brigade  remuined 
r  Banks's  Ford.  Large  bodies  of  the  enemy's 
Titryand  artillery  were  seen  moving  up  on  the 
orite  side  of  the  river.  Artillery  was  also 
rd  in  the  direction  of  Chancelloravifle.  Strong 
lets  were  kept  up  during  the  night  near  the 
L  Having  visited  my  line  of  pickets  on  the 
ming  of  the  third  instant,  I  round  that  the 
my  had  reduced  very  much,  apparently,  his 
«.  The  sentineh  on  post  had  their  haver- 
cs  on  —  a  thing  unusual  This  induced  me  to 
eve  that  much  of  the  force  from  Banks's  Ford 
been  sent  to  Chancellorsville ;  and  having  been 
?red  the  day  before,  by  the  commanding  Gen- 
,  to  leave  a  small  force  to  watch  the  ford,  if, 
ny  judgment*  I  was  satisfied  that  the- enemy 
not  intend  to  cross,  and  then  move  up  the 
ik  road.  Reporting  the  fact  to  him,  I  relieved 
pickets,  being  convinced,  as  stated,  that  the 
11  y  had  removed  most  of  his  forces  from 
ks's  Ford,  and  did  not  intend  crossing  there, 
ving  only  about  fifty  men  and  two  pieces  of 
llery  to  guard  Banks's  Ford,  my  command  was 
ig  formed  to  march  to  Chancellorsville,  when 
of  my  pickets  (infantry)  came  running  from 
canal  in  front  of  Dr.  Taylor's,  to  report  to  me 
the  enemy  were  advancing  up  the  road  be- 
»n  the  canal  and  the  river.  Hurrying  rapidly 
he  canal,  I  saw  the  enemy  advancing  on  the 
ct  road  from  Fredericksburg,  three  regiments 
ig  seen,  the  leading  one  not  more  than  one 
isand  yards  distant  Gathering  in  my  pickets 
i"  the  canal  and  at  the  dam  above  Taylor's  — 
li  less  than  twenty  men  —  they  were  deployed 
kirmishera  on  the  crest  of  the  hill  in  front  of 
Taylor's,  and  near  the  canal.  Two  rifle  pieces 
iuger's  battery,  already  prepared  to  more  to 


Chancellorsville,  were  ordered  into  position  in  the 
battery  across  the  road  form  Taylor's.  While 
these  dispositions  were  being  made,  our  infantry 
were  seen  taking  position  in  the  rifle-pits  near 
Stansbury's  house.  Huger's  two  rifle  pieces  being 
now  in  position,  opened  with  a  fire  of  shells  upon 
the  enemy,  who  had  baited  in  the  road  upon  the 
display  of  our  skirmishers.  The  advance  one  of 
these  regiments  moved  down  the  river  in  front  of 
Falmouth,  and  sought  shelter  from  our  artillery 
fire  in  the  rifle-pits  along  the  river.  The  other 
regiments  remained  in  the  road,  lying  down,  the 
stone  knolls  on  either  side  of  which  gave  good  pro- 
tection. The  enemy  being  so  easily  checked  by  the 
display  of  such  a  small  force  on  our  side,  I  was  in- 
duced to  believe  that  it  was  only  a  demonstration 
to  keep  us  near  Fredericksburg,  and  prevent  reen- 
forcements  from  going  to  Chancellorsville.  See- 
ing a  group  of  officers  near  Stansbury's  house,  I 
rode  to  them,  and  met  Generals  Barks  dale  and 
Hays.  The  former  informed  me  that  the  enemy 
were  in  considerable  force  in  and  below  Freder- 
icksburg. This  was  the  first  intimation  I  had  of 
the  fact,  and  expressed  some  anxiety  as  to  his 
right  flank,  and  said  that  he  should  have  rein- 
forcements. I  now  determined  not  to  move  my 
command  up  the  road  until  I  knew  definitely  the 
intention  of  the  enemy,  and  ordered  them  in  the 
ravine  opposite  Dr.  Taylor's,  where  they  would 
be  near,  and  yet  out  of  sight. 

I  now  rode  to  the  vicinity  of  the  Marye  house 
to  see  and  confer  with  General  Barksdale.  While 
near  this  house  1  saw  great  numbers  of  the 
enemy  in  Fredericksburg,  and  a  battery  in  the 
street,  running  near  the  cemetery,  was  firing  oc- 
casional shots  at  a  battery  of  ours,  to  the  left  of 
the  plank  road.  I  returned  to  my  command  with- 
out seeing  General  Barksdale,  and,  on  my  return, 
saw  several  regiments  of  the  enemy's  infantry 
moving  out  of  the  upper  edge  of  the  town. 

I  had  been  with  my  command  but  a  few  min- 
utes when  one  of  General  Barksdale's  staff  re- 
ported to  me  that  the  General  was  hard  pressed, 
and  wanted  me  to  send  him  a  regiment  1  in- 
stantly ordered  the  Tenth  Alabama  to  move  in 
the  direction  of  the  Marye  house,  and  rode  rapidly 
in  that  direction  myself,  and  when  in  the  open  field 
and  high  ground  between  Stansbury's  and  the 
plank  road  saw  Hays's  brigade  moving  over  in  the 
direction  of  the  plank  road.  This  I  supposed  to 
be  for  the  support  of  General  Barksdale;  but, 
upon  inquiry  from  one  of  Hays's  regiments, 
learned  that  the  enemy  had  taken  Marye's  hill 
and  a  portion  of  two  of  Barksdale's  regiments, 
and  that  Hays's  brigade  was  falling  back  to  the 
telegraph  road.  Soon  a  courier  from  General 
Barksdale  confirmed  this  report,  and  with  a  sug- 

festion  from  General  Barksdale  that  I  also  bad 
ctter  fall  back  to  the  telegraph  road. 
On  the  left  of  the  plank  road  the  ground  in 
rear  of  Marye's  hill  is  higher,  and  overlooks  and 
commands  well  that  hill.  Believing  that  my  own 
and  Hays's  brigade  could  form  in  line  extending 
from  rear  Stansbury's  house  along  the  crests  ot 
hills  towards  the  pVank  tooA,  «xul  twftwft.  ^ss^ 
at  least  for  a  time,  &ucces&M^  «ws«a^x\ 
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asked  General  Hays  not  to  cross  the  plank  road, 
but  to  remain  with  me ;  this  he  declined  doing, 
having  been  ordered  to  fall  back  to  the  telegraph 
road,  and  was  soon  out  of  sight. 

Thus  far  I  have  given  a  simple  narrative  of  in- 
cidents as  they  occurred.  Finding  myself  alone 
on  the  left  of  the  plank  road,  with  the  enemy  in 
full  view  on  the  crests  of  the  first  range  of  hills  in 
rear  of  Fredericksburg,  and  with  three  times  my 
own  force  clearly  seen  and  in  line,  I  felt  it  a 
duty  to  delay  the  enemy  as  much  as  possible  in 
his  advance,  and  to  endeavor  to  check  him  all 
that  I  could,  should  he  move  forward  on  the 
plank  road.  I  with  this  view  formed  my  brigade 
promptly  in  line  along  the  crests  of  the  hill  run- 
ning near  Stansbury's  house,  at  right  angles  to 
the  plank  road.  Two  rifle  pieces  of  Lewis's  bat- 
tery were  placed  in  position  to  the  rear  of  the  left 
of  my  line,  and  two  slightly  in  front  of  my  right, 
which  rested  some  five  or  six  hundred  yards  in 
front  of  Guest's  house ;  skirmishers  were  thrown 
forward,  covering  my  entire  front.  As  soon  as 
the  four  pieces  of  artillery  were  in  position  they 
opened  fire  upon  the  enemy's  lines,  some  eight  or 
nine  hundred  yards  to  the  front.  This  held  the 
enemy  in  check  for  some  time.  At  length  they 
deployed  skirmishers  to  the  front,  and  began  to 
advance.  This  was  slow,  and  delayed  by  frequent 
halts  —  they  seemed  reluctant  to"  advance.  The 
enemy  now  brought  a  six-gun  battery  to  the  front, 
on  the  left  of  the  plank  road,  not  far  from  Marye's 
house,  and  opened  with  a  fire  of  shells  upon  my 
line.  The  enemy's  skirmishers  now  advanced 
and  engaged  ours,  not  nearer,  however,  than 
three  hundred  and  fifty  or  four  hundred  yards, 
their  solid  lines  remaining  some  distance  behind 
the  skirmishers.  The  enemy's  battery  having 
fired  for  some  time,  both  the  skirmishers  and 
lines  in  rear  advanced.  They  had  also  moved  by 
a  flank  across  the  plank  road,  and  it  was  reported 
to  me  that  they  were  moving  up  on  the  far  side  of 
the  road,  and  were  in  a  line  with  my  right  flank. 
The  artillery  was  now  directed  to  withdraw.  Then 
the  skirmishers  rejoined  their  regiments,  and 
all  moved  to  the  rear  on  the  river  road,  half  a 
mile  in  rear  of  Dr.  Taylor's,  where  they  were 
halted  for  a  few  minutes. 

In  this  affair  with  the  enemy  Lieutenant  Barks- 
dale,  of  Lewis's  battery,  received  a  severe  wound 
in  the  shoulder  from  a  piece  of  shell ;  three  in- 
fantry killed,  and  eighteen  or  twenty  wounded  by 
skirmishers.  From  this  slight  affair  with  the 
enemy  I  felt  confident,  if  forced  to  retire  along 
the  plank  road,  that  I  could  do  so  .without  pre- 
cipitancy, and  that  ample  time  could  be  given  for 
reinforcements  to  reach  us  from  Chancellorsviile ; 
and  moreover,  I  believe  that  should  the  enemy 
pursue,  he  could  be  attacked  in  rear  by  General 
Early,  reenforccd  by  Generals  Hays  and  Barksdale. 
I  now  directed  Major  Collins,  Virginia  cavalry, 
who  was  with  me,  with  some  forty  or  fifty  men,  to 
move  over  to  the  plank  road,  slightly  in  rear  of 
Downman's,  and  dismounting  a  part  of  his  men 


Church)  on  the  plank  road.    The  enemy  fbfloaaj 
up  the  plank  road,  and  halted  when  theft, 
mishers  of  Major  Collins  were  seen  by  tbra 
Having  examined  the  ground  near  the  toO-gat, 
I  determined  to  make  a  short  stand  then,  ly 
brigade  was  then  moved  back  in  line  froo  Sib 
Church,  and  halted  in  rear  of  the  eite;  tm 
rifle  pieces  were  placed  in  the  rota,  aim 
waited  the  approach  of  the  enemy.  They 
soon  heard  to  nre  on  Major  Collins's  skzrmii 
who  retired  after  a  short  skirmish,  and  at  lend 
appeared  in  lines,  preceded  by  skinniihen.  I* 
jor  Collins's  men  now  retired  to  the  tear,  mi 
skirmishers  were  deployed  from  two  regno* 
to  their  front.    Our  artillery  opened  fire  mm 
the  enemy's  advancing  lines;  this  caused  a  U; 
and  a  slight  fire  ensued  between  the  akiraifai 
The  enemy  now  brought  up  artillery,  and 
a  brisk  shelling  of  our  lines.   At  this  one 
jor  Goggin,  A.  A.  general  to  General  McLm, 
reported  to  me  that  General  McLaws  had  mt 
three  brigades  to  my  support,  and  that  tiff 
would  soon  arrive.     These  brigades  were  i 
rected  to  be  halted  in  rear  of  the  charcoal 
out  of  view  of  the  enemy.    In  this  affair  vitktk  ] 
enemy,  Lieutenant  Cobb,  of  Lewis's  batterj,* 
ceived  a  severe  wound  in  the  arm,  rendenati 
impossible  to  command  his  pieces  longer:  wj 
were  then  ordered  to  the  rear:  three  of  the » 
fantry  were  killed  and  fifteen  wounded.  % 
command  was  now  ordered  back  to  the  dnn 
The  conduct  of  my  men  during  all  this  thnew 
such  as  I  knew  it  would  be,  leaving  nothing  toll 
desired,  and  I  felt  the  utmost  confidence  in  ■? 
ability  to  make  a  successful  stand  at  the  ehn 
with  the  three  supporting  brigades.   At  Sain 
Church  line  of  battle  was  formed,  crossing  then* 
at  right  angles ;  two  regiments  of  my  brigade,  A 
Eleventh  and  Fourteenth  Alabama,  were  on  A 
left  of  the  road,  the  latter  on  the  left  of  the  tm 
the  Tenth  Alabama  on  the  right  next  to  the  im 
and  the  Eighth  Alabama  on  the  right  of  t 
Tenth.    There  was  an  interval  of  seventy-f 
or  eighty  yards  between  the  left  of  the  Tenth  i 
the  right  of  the  Eleventh.    In  "this  interval 
the  road  four  pieces  of  artillery  were  in  batte 
the  Ninth  Alabama  was  in  rear  of  the  Tenth,  < 
company  of  the  Ninth  being  stationed  in 
school-house  to  the  right  of  the  church,  and 
front  some  sixty  yards.    A  second  company 
this  regiment  was  placed  in  the  church,  i 
orders  to  fire  from  the  windows  of  the  lower  Ik 
and  from  the  windows  of  the  gallery.  (1 
church  being  occupied  with  furniture  of  refhf 
from  Fredericksburg.)    Such  was  the  formal 
of  my  brigade  for  battle.    I  am  thus  particuli 
giving  details  for  the  reason  that  the  princ 
attack  was  made  at  the  church  and  its  immed 
vicinity.    Kershaw's  brigade  was  on  the  rich 
my  brigade,  Semmes  and  Mahone  on  the  Id 
Mahone  to  the  left  of  Semmes.  The  brigades 
not  been  in  position  long  before  the  enemy  i 
seen  advancing  up  the  plank  road  in  line  of 


rear  of  a  thicket  of  pine,  to  deploy  them  to  the  I  tie ;  their  lines  crossed  the  road  at  right  ang 
right  and  left  of  the  road  as  skirmisher*.  TY\e\*^\&  VmKXktj  K^\&^«s\\ed  their  advance. 
command  then  moved  on  to  the  red  chutch  (^aXeraA  yiaa  YutaeA  «fc  xtoa  ^x«,  ^fowax  we*  ^QmmkmA^ 
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t,  and  soon  opened  with  a  brisk  fire  of 
upon  our  battery  near  the  church ;  the  two 
tes  fired  some  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes, 
ours  was  withdrawn,  for  the  want  of  ani- 
on. The  enemy  then  threw  shells  to  the 
nd  left  of  the  church,  through  the  woods, 
oring  to  reach  our  infantry.  These  latter 
ell  protected  while  lying  down,  and  no  cas- 
occurred  from  explosions  of  shells.  The 
«  artillery  ceased  to  fire  near  five  o'clock 
Their  skirmishers  then  advanced,  and  a 
L  fire  ensued  between  the  skirmishers  for 
ifteen  or  twenty  minutes.  Ours  then  re- 
Iring  as  they  fell  back ;  the  enemy's  skir- 
b  pursued,  followed  by  their  solid  lines  of 
y,  and  still  a  third  line  in  rear,  on  either 
the  road.  As  they  advanced  from  the  toll- 
jrere  open  fields,  and  the  ground  slightly 
ing ;  these  fields  continued  to  within  about 
inured  and  fifty  yards  of  the  church,  and 
roods,  thick,  but  of  small  growth.  When 
nt  line  of  the  enemy  reached  this  wood  they 
t  slight  halt,  then  giving  three  cheers,  they 
with  a  rush,  driving  our  skirmishers  rap- 
efore  them.  Our  men  held  their  fire  till 
□en  came  within  less  than  eighty  yards,  and 
elivered  a  close  and  terrible  fire  upon  them, 
and  wounding  many,  and  causing  many  of 
to  waver  and  give  way.  The  enemy  still 
)n,  surround  the  school-house,  and  capture 
itire  company  of  the  Ninth  Alabama  sta- 
i  in  it,  and  pressing  hard  upon  the  regiment 
r  of  the  school-house,  throws  it  into  confu- 
nd  disorder,  and  forces  it  to  yield  ground, 
inth  Alabama  regiment  in  rear  of  this  regi- 
ipringr.  forward  as  one  man,  and,  with  the 
y  of  lightning,  restores  the  continuity  of  our 
•caking  the  lines  of  the  enemy  by  its  deadly 
d  forcing  him  to  give  way,  and  following  him 
t  he  could  not  rally,  retake  the  school-house, 
e  captured  company,  and  in  turn  take  their 
i ;  the  entire  line  of  the  enemy  on  the  right 
road  is  repulsed,  and  our  men  follow  in  rapid 
L  The  regiment  that  had  given  way  to  the 
set  of  the  enemy  now  returned  to  the  attack 
ined  in  the  pursuit.  The  enemy  did  not  as- 
h  the  same  spirit  on  the  left  of  the  road,  and 
lore  easily  repulsed,  and  now  are  followed 
ler  side  of  the  road,  which  is  crowded  with 
used  mass  of  the  discomfited  enemy.  With 
battery  to  play  upon  this  retreating  mass 
•nage  would  have  been  terrific.  There  was 
lying  or  re-forming  of  this  line.  Another 
me  up  the  plank  road  at  a  double  quick, 
ing  to  the  right  and  left,  formed  line  in 
f  my  brigade.  This  line  was  scarcely  formed 
they  were  broken  by  the  fire  of  my  men, 
d  to  the  rear.  The  pursuit  continued  as  far 
toll-gate.  Semmes  s  brigade  and  my  own 
he  only  troops  that  followed  the  retreating 
.  In  rear  of  the  gate  were  heavy  reserves 
enemy.  Our  men  were  now  halted  and  re- 
ly it  being  quite  dark,  and  retired,  not  pur- 
>y  the  enemy,-  leaving  pickets  far  to  the 
n  the  open  field. 

yigor  of  the  enemy'a  attack  at  the  church 


was  doubtless  due  to  the  fact  that  they  believed 
there  was  only  one  brigade  to  resist  them,  and 
that  they  anticipated  an  easy  affair  of  it ;  while 
the  number  of  aead  and  wounded  left  on  the  field 
attests  the  obstinacy  of  the  resistance  of  our  men 
—  two  hundred  of  the  former  and  more  than  one 
hundred  and  fifty  of  the  latter ;  and  largely  over 
two  hundred  prisoners  not  wounded,  and  one 
Federal  flag  captured.  Thus  ended  this  spirited 
conflict  at  Salem  Church  —  a  bloody  repulse  to 
the  enemy,  rendering  entirely  useless  to  him  his 
little  success  of  the  morning  at  Fredericksburg. 
The  rear  of  our  army  at  Chancellors ville  was  now 
secure  and  free  from  danger,  and  the  Sixth  army 
corps  of  the  enemy  and  a  part  of  the  Second 
were  now  content  to  remain  on  the  defensive. 

I  beg  to  assure  the  Major-General  command- 
ing that  the  conduct  of  both  officers  and  men  of 
the  brigade  was  in  the  highest  degree  creditable. 
They  were  furiously  attacked  by  superior  forces, 
and  not  only  stood  their  ground  but  repulsed  the 
enemy  with  great  loss,  pursued  him,  and,  en- 
countering a  second  line  in  their  pursuit,  they 
scattered  and  dispersed  this  body  also ;  night 
and  want  of  ammunition  prevented  a  further  pur- 
suit. This  success,  so  brilliant  for  our  men,  was 
dearly  earned  by  the  sacrifice  of  the  lives  of 
seventy-five  of  the  noble  sons  of  Alabama,  and 
the  wounding  of  three  hundred  and  seventy-two, 
and  forty-eight  missing,  an  aggregate  of  four  hun- 
dred and  ninety-five;  of  the  missing,  the  most 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  wounded  in  the 
early  part  of  the  day  near  Stansbury's,  and  after- 
wards at  the  toll-gate.  Six  officers  were  killed 
and  twenty-three  wounded.  The  killed  were  Cap- 
tain R.  A."  McCrary,  Eighth  Alabama,  a  valuable 
officer,  much  lamented  by  his  regiment ;  Captain 
W.  C.  Murphy,  Ninth  Alabama,  highly  distin- 
guished at  tne  battle  of  Williamsburg,  where  he 
received  two  severe  wounds.  He  fell  at  Salem 
Church  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight,  and  in  ad- 
vance of  his  men.  Lieutenant  Harper,  Tenth 
Alabama;  Lieutenant  Strudwick,  Eleventh  Ala- 
bama ;  Lieutenants  Bankston  and  Cox,  Four- 
teenth Alabama,  all  fell  fighting  with  the  heroism 
of  veteran  soldiers,  against  greatly  superior  forces 
of  the  enemy.  Among  the  severely  wounded  are 
Colonel  Royston,  Eighth  Alabama;  Colonel 
Pinkard,  Fourteenth  Alabama;  Major  McCord, 
Fourteenth  Alabama ;  Captain  Cook,  Tenth  Ala- 
bama ;  Lieutenants  Barksdale  and  Cobb,  Lewis's 
battery ;  all  alike  distinguished  for  their  intelli- 
gence and  valor. 

I  cannot  call  to  your  notice  all  officers  that  are 
deserving  of  especial  praise,  for  the  conduct  of 
all  was  excellent ;  I  will,  however,  report  that  the 
five  regimental  commanders,  Colonel  Royston, 
Eighth  Alabama,  and  after  his  severe  wound, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Herbert,  who  commanded  the 
Eighth  Alabama;  Colonel  Pinkard,  Fourteeth 
Alabama;  Colonel  Forney,  Tenth  Alabama; 
Colonel  Sanders,  Eleventh  Alabama ;  Major  Wil- 
liams, Ninth  Alabama,  were  intelligent,  energetic, 
and  gallant  in  commanding,  directing,  and  lead- 
ing their  men.  The  brigade  tta^X. 
Salem  Church  on  the  m^il  oi  \ka 
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On  the  morning  of  the  fourth  the  enemy  were 
seen  in  our  front,  and  fired  occasional  shots  dur- 
ing the  day  from  a  battery  some  one  thousand 
two  hundred  yards  distant  Three  additional 
brigades  arrived  on  the  fourth,  and,  late  in  the 
afternoon,  a  general  advance  was  made  against 
the  enemy  —  Early  on  the  right,  Anderson  in  the 
centre,  and  McLaws  holding  his  position  on  the 
left.  The  enemy  gave  way  rapidly,  and  was  soon 
driven  across  the  river,  having  been  on  this  side 
little  over  twenty-four  hours.  I  followed  the 
enemy  in  the  direction  of  Banks's  Ford,  with  two 
regiments,  Eighth  and  Ninth  Alabama,  of  my 
bngade,  supported  by  Kershaw's  brigade ;  this 
advance  being  made  about  half  past  nine  P.  M. 
Above  and  near  Banks's  Ford  thirteen  officers 
and  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  were  taken  pris- 
oners. Among  the  officers,  one  lieutenant- 
Colonel,  one  Major,  and  two  Captains.  No  loss 
on  our  side  in  this  affair.  Captains  King  and 
May,  Ninth  Alabama,  were  distinguished  for 
their  activity  and  gallantry,  having  captured  these 

Erisoners  with  their  two  companies.  Manly's 
attery  rendered  valuable  services  in  shelling  the 
retreating  enemy  near  Banks's  Ford ;  twenty  of 
the  enemy  were  wounded  by  this  shelling  and 
fell  into  our  hands  the  next  day,  and  many  were 
killed. 

The  morning  of  the  fifth  instant  the  brigade 
moved  in  the  direction  of  Chancellorsville,  in 
common  with  the  other  brigades  of  the  division, 
and  bivouacked  during  the  night  to  the  left  and 
near  Chancellorsville.  Next  morning  moved  out 
to  take  our  position  in  line  of  battle,  but  soon 
ascertained  that  the  enemy  had  retired  and  re- 
crossed  the  Rappahannock;  the  brigade  th«n 
returned  to  its  former  camp  near  Banks's  Ford. 
Whilst  my  entire  command  acquitted  themselves 
handsomely  in  their  engagement  of  the  third  in- 
stant with  the  enemy,  I  cannot  close  this  report 
without  calling  to  your  especial  notice  the  con- 
duct of  one  entire  regiment  of  the  brigade,  the 
Ninth  Alabama.  This  regiment,  the  weakest  in 
numbers,  occupied  a  position  in  rear  of  the 
strongest  regiment  of  the  brigade ;  this  strong 
regiment,  hotly  pressed  by  the  enemy  in  heavy 
force,  was  thrown  into  confusion  and  gave  way, 
the  Ninth  Alabama  sprang  forward  instantly  into 
the  vacant  space  left  in  our  line,  and  boldly  con- 
fronting the  enemy,  and  by  a  close  and  deadly  fire 
of  musketry,  broke  his  line  and  drove  him  back. 

To  my  staff,  Captain  W.  E.  Winn,  A.  A.  gen- 
eral, and  Lieutenant  M.  M.  Lindsay,  aid-de- 
camp, I  am  under  obligations  for  services  cheer- 
fully rendered  during  our  recent  operations. 
Captain  Winn  was  conspicuous  for  his  gallantry 
at  Salem  Church  in  assisting  to  rally  and  re-form 
promptly  one  of  my  regiments  that  had  been 
thrown  into  disorder  and  confusion,  and  while 
thus  engaged  his  horse  was  '  shot.  To  Major 
Goggin,  A.  A.  general  to  General  McLaws,  I 
am  also  indebted  for  his  gallant  and  valuable  ser- 
vices rendered  at  the  same  time  and  on  the  same 
occasion.  I  also  beg  to  commend  to  your  favor- 
able  notice  my  two  couriers,  private  "RiCLgew^,1 
of  the  Eleventh  Alabama,  and  private  Tto\in&&£<i 


of  the  Ninth  Alabama :  the  former  had 
killed  at  Salem  Church. 

I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 
a  W.  « 

Brigadier-General,  ooaw 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL 
Headquarters^  A.  P.  Hill's  Light  Dn 

To  Mojor-Generoi  J.  E.  B.  Stuart: 

General  :  1  have  the  honor  to  make 
lowing  report  of  operations  of  the  ten 
mands  under  my  orders,  at  different  tat 
interval  between  leaving  the  vicinity  o 
ton's  Crossing  on  the  morning  of  the  fa 
until  the  termination  of  the  operations  at 
lorsville  on  the  third  of  May,  1863: 

My  brigade  moved  from  Hamilton^ 
on  the  morning  of  the  first  of  May,  on 
road  leading  to  Chancellorsville.  Wh 
three  miles  of  Chancellorsville  I  receifi 
der  from  Major-General  Hill  to  report 
to  him.  On  doing  bo  I  was  ordere 
the  brigades  of  McGowan,  Lane,  and 
and  advance  bv  a  cross-road  leading 
plank  road  to  the  old  pike,  a  distance 
a  half  miles ;  on  reaching  the  old  pike, 
way  and  advance  in  the  direction  of  ( 
ville.  When  I  reached  the  old  pike  1 
eral  McLaws,  with  a  portion  of  hk 
some  half  a  mile  to  the  rear  of  where 
pike.  On  advancing,  my  skirmishers 
ly  engaged ;  and  as  it  had  become  <j 
farther  advance  was  not  made  that  m 
in  the  morning  I  was  ordered  to  open 
tcry,  under  the  immediate  charge  of 
gram,  upon  the  enemy's  position,  and 1 
firing  for  about  half  an  hour.  Our 
turned  by  the  enemy.  Being  inform* 
Pegram  that  his  shot  were  doing  tin 
damage,  I  directed  him  to  cease  f 
after  I  received  orders  to  move  with  o 
crossing  the  plank  road,  and  following 
the  division.  General  Hill,  soon  afle 
old  furnace,  directed  me  to  resume  eon 
brigade.  On  reaching  a  position  in  r 
cellorsville,  I  was  ordered  to  form  li 
on  General  Colston's  left.  General 
vanced  his  line  before  the  formation  wi 
and  rendered  a  compliance  with  the  o 
ble.  I  then  received  orders  to  form 
Pender's  left.  This  was  done.  1  also  re 
to  go  to  the  support  of  any  general  ofl 
ing  aid.  After  advancing  in  line  of 
one  and  a  half  miles  on  the  left  of  ai 
the  plank  road,  1  received  a  message 
dier-General  J.  H.  Jones  requesting 
put  my  brigade  in  motion  and  advan 
Melzie  Chancellor's  house,  and  enter 
oak  woods  on  the  left  of  the  plank  rc 
tering  these  woods  the  enemy  open* 
command  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery,  do 
damage.  It  was  now  becoming  quite 
\mta?^uw^i  ns*&  «a  thick  and  entai 
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^lie  brigade  to  re-form  on  the  plank  road,  which 
IiacI  scarcely  been  done  when  orders  were  received 
J^rom  General  Hill  to  move  down  the  road  bv  the 
flank.  On  reaching  the  position  in  the  road  oc- 
cupied by  General  Hill,  he  directed  me  to  deploy 
two  regiments,  one  on  the  right,  the  other  on  the 
Xeft  of  the  road,  to  check  the  enemy,  who  were  then 
•advancing.    These  movements  had  not  been  com- 

§leted  before  the  enemy  opened  heavily  upon  the 
*ifty-fifth  Virginia  regiment.    It  was  here  that 
gallant  and  promising  officer,  Colonel  F.  Mailory, 
*was    "killed.    Soon  after,  General  Hill  informed 
Ue  tliat  he  was  wounded,  and  directed  me  to  take 
command  of  the  division.   General  Lane's  brigade, 
*X  this  time,  was  in  line  of  battle  on  the  right  of 
*lie  road,  occupying  the  breastworks  from  which 
*^e  enemy  had  been  driven.    I  directed  General 
^exxder  to  form  his  brigade  in  line  of  battle  on  the 
of  the  road,  occupying  the  deserted  breast- 
^°fks  of  the  enemy.    Before  the  remaining  bri- 
®**ies  could  be  placed  in  line  of  battle,  the  enemy, 
^*Uier  Sickles,  advanced  and  attacked  General 
*j**ne'a  right.    He  was  handsomely  repulsed  by 
Eighteenth,  Twenty-eighth,  and  a  portion  of 
Thirty-third  North  Carolina  regiments.  This 
?**ack  was  made  by  the  enemy  under  cover  of 
***avy  shelling.    These  regiments  behaved  with 
^tamiendable  courage  and  zeal  in  repelling  at 
*jast  five  times  their  numbers.  McGowan's 
brigade  was  now  ordered  on  Lane's  right,  and 
Joon  after,  Archer's  brigade  on  McGowan's  right. 
Thomas's  brigade,  posted  on  the  left  of  the  road, 
ind  on  Pender's  leu.    Heth's  brigade  was  held  as 
I  reserve.    In  this  position  the  division  remained 
until  just  after  daybreak,  when  Heth's  brigade  was 
ordered  up.    Two  regiments  —  the  Fortieth  and 
Forty-seventh  Virginia  —  were  placed  on  the  right 
of  ttie  road,  supporting  Lane's  left ;  the  Fift v- 
fifth  and  Twenty-second  Virginia  battalion  on  tfie 
left,  to  support  Tender's  right.  Major-General 
Stuart  now  ordered  me  to  prepare  to  advance.  I 
ordered  Generals  McGowan  and  Archer  to  move 
forward,  as  the  line  formed  by  their  brigades  was 
not  perpendicular  to  the  plank  road,  but  inclined 
to  the  right  and  rear.    Archer's  brigade  only  ad- 
vanced a  short  distance,  before  it  became  hotly 
engaged,  the  enemy  being  strongly  posted  behind 
breastworks,  making  an  angle  with  the  plank  road. 
I  now  gave  the  order  for  a  general  advance.  The 
light  division  (A.  P.  Hill's)  forming  the  front  line, 
opened  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville.  Generals 
Pender  and  Thomas,  on  the  left,  found  the  enemy 
posted  behind  a  breastwork  of  logs  and  brush,  im- 
mediately in  their  front,  at  a  distance  of  about 
one  hundred  and  fiftv  yards.    The  breastworks 
were  charged  and  carried,  the  men  never  hesitat- 
ing for  a  moment,  driving  the  enemy  before  them, 
and  pursuing  him  until  a  second  line  was  reached, 
which  was  in  like  manner  broken.    A  third  line 
of  the  enemy  was  now  encountered.    After  a  des- 
perate and  prolonged  fight  without  supports,  or  a 
piece  of  artillery  to  aid  them,  but  on  their  part 
subjected  to  heavy  artillery  fire  of  from  ten  to 
twelve  pieces,  these  gallant  brigades  fell  back,  in 
order,  to  the  breastworks,  from  which  the  enemy 
had  been  driven,  and  which  they  held  until  reen- 
forcements  were  brought  up,  when  again  the  at- 


tack was  renewed,  and  the  enemy  driven  from  this 
part  of  the  field  of  battle.  Lane's  brigade,  sup- 
ported by  the  Fortieth  and  Forty-seven  ill  Virginia 
regiments,  (Heth's  brigade,)  and  McGowan's  bri- 
gade advanced  and  charged  the  enemy  behind  his 
breastworks  who  was  supported  by  twenty-nine 
pieces  of  artillery.  I  cannot  conceive  of  any  body 
of  men  ever  being  subjected  to  a  more  galling 
fire  than  this  force.  The  brigades  of  Lane,  Mc- 
Gowan, and  a  portion  of  Heth's,  (Colonel  Brock  - 
enbrough  commanding,)  notwithstanding,  drove 
the  enemy  from  his  works  and  held  them  for  some 
time,  but  were  finally  compelled  to  fall  back,  which 
was  unavoidable,  from  the  course  that  affairs  had 
assumed  on  the  right  of  the  line.  As  soon  as 
Archer's  brigade  commenced  to  move,  it  became 
hotly  engaged.  General  Archer  was  compelled 
to  conform  nis  line  of  battle  to  that  of  the  enemy, 
which,  as  I  before  remarked,  in  his  front,  was  not 
perpendicular,  but  formed  a  considerable  angle 
with  the  plank  road.  McGowan's  right  thus  be- 
came separated  from  Archer's  left,  and  the  inter- 
val increased  as  the  enemy  were  driven  before 
them,  until  McGowau  and  Lane  found  that  their 
right  flanks  were  seriously  threatened.  It  was 
not  until  this  occurred  that  these  two  brigades 
fell  back  to  the  line  of  works  from  winch  they 
first  commenced  to  advance.  Many  valuable  offi- 
cers and  men  were  lost  in  the  charge,  and  especial- 
ly when  falling  back.  It  was  here  that  General 
McGowan  was  wounded,  the  command  of  Ins  bri- 
gade devolving  on  Colonel  Edwards,  who  was, 
immediately  after  assuming  command,  seriously 
wounded.  The  command  of  McGowan's  brigade 
next  devolved  on  Colonel  Hamilton,  First  South 
Carolina  regiment,  who  commanded  the  brigade 
during  the  remainder  of  the  action.  General 
Archer  advanced  with  his  brigade,  conforming  his 
line  of  battle  to  that  of  the  enemy.  He  charged 
the  works  in  his  front,  and  without  the  least  halt 
or  hesitation,  carried  them,  driving  the  enemy  be- 
fore him,  who  outnumbered  him  five  to  one.  Gen- 
eral Archer  succeeded  in  capturing  a  battery  of 
four  guns.  By  his  gallant  attack  he  secured  the 
key  to  the  enemy's  position,  clearing  a  hill  and 
open  space  in  his  front,  and  thus  gaining  for  our 
artillery  a  position,  from  which  they  were  enabled 
to  silence  the  twentv-niue  gun  battery  of  the  en- 
emy, which  had  inflicted  so  much  loss  upon  our 
lines.  From  this  position  our  artillery  had  also  a 
raking  fire  on  the  enemy's  works  on  our  right. 
General  Archer,  after  carrying  the  hill  referred  to, 
advanced  beyond  the  open  space  and  attacked  the 
enemy  on  his  right,  lie  was  joined  by  Major- 
General  Anderson.  About  this  time  the  enemy 
threatened  to  turn  Thomas's  and  Pender's  left. 
Reinforcements  were  ordered  to  them,  among 
which,  McGowan's  brigade  (Colonel  Hamilton 
commanding)  formed  a  part.  As  soon  as  rein- 
forcements reached  Pender  and  Thomas  a  general 
advance  took  place,  and,  aided  by  our  artillery, 
which  had  not  been  able  to  assist  us  in  any  pre- 
vious attack,  the  works  of  the  enemy  were  cleared, 
and  retreating  rapidly,  he  fell  back  in  the  direc- 
tion of  United  Stale*  YoyOl. 
tle  of  Chunee\\ors\\\\e. 
Where  all  behaxcflL  *o  Yie\V\Vw>\£&  tt^***^ 
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unjust  discrimination  in  mentioning  individuals. 
Generals  Pender,  Archer,  and  Tljomas  deserve, 
for  their  successful  attacks,  to  be  specially  men- 
tioned, and  under  the  murderous  fire  of  artillery 
to  wfeich  they  were  particularly  exposed,  no  offi- 
cers or  men  could  have  done  better  than  Generals 
Lane  and  McGowan  and  Colonel  Brockenbrough. 
The  light  division,  (A.  P.  Hill's,)  although  unfor- 
tunately deprived  of  the  presence  of  their  gallant 
commander,  showed  on  this  day  that  the  spirit 
with  which  he  had  inspired  them  by  success,  on  so 
many  battle-fields,  was  still  present ;  and  each  and 
all  did  their  duty.  A  list  of  killed  and  wounded 
has  been  furnished. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  adding,  that 
my  personal  staff,  Captains  Finney  and  Harrison, 
Lieutenants  Selden  and  Heth,  and  acting  engineer 
officer,  W.  0.  Slade,  deserve  my  thanks  for  their 
gallantry  and  coolness  on  all  occasions  during 
the  battle. 

For  acts  of  individual  gallantry,  I  respectfully 
refer  you  to  the  reports  of  brigade  and  regimen- 
tal commanders. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Heth, 

Brisfadier-Gcneral. 

REPORT  OF  BKIGADIER-GENERAL  KODES. 

Headquarters  D.  H.  Hill's  Division,  i 
May  25, 186:).  | 

Major  A.  8.  Pendleton : 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  sub- 
joined report  of  the  part  taken  in  the  engagement 
at  Chaucellorsville,  and  the  movements  that  pre- 
ceded it,  by  the  division  of  Major-General  D.  n. 
Hill,  then  under  my  command,  composed  of  the 
brigades  of  Doles,  Colquitt,  Iverson,  Kamseur,  and 
Rodes. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  Wednesday,  April 
twenty-ninth,  it  being  announced  that  the  Federal 
army  had  crossed  the  Rappahannock  River,  I 
marched  from  Grace  Church  to  Hamilton's  Cross- 
ing, and  was  placed  in  position  on  the  extreme 
right  of  the  army,  extending  —  perpendicular  to 
the  railroad  —  to  Massanonax  Creek.  A  portion 
of  Ramseur's  brigade  being  at  the  time  on  picket 
on  .the  river,  he  was  ordered,  with  the  whole  of  his 
brigade,  to  occupy  the  south  side  of  the  creek, 
guarding  the  ford  near  its  mouth.  My  line  was 
strongly  and  rapidly  fortified  by  the  troops,  and 
held,  until  the  morning  of  the  first  May,  with- 
out molestation,  except  from  the  artillery  fire  of 
the  enemy. 

Much  credit  is  due  to  Colonel  J.  Thompson 
Brown  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Thomas  H.  Carter, 
of  the  artillery,  for  their  energy  and  judgment  in 
assisting  to  render  this  line  impregnable  to  assault. 
Ramseur's  line  was  partially  exposed  to  an  enfi- 
lading fire  from  the  Heights  across  the  river,  but 
such  was  the  accuracy  of  the  fire  of  the  Whitworth 
battery,  Lieutenant  Hurt  commanding,  stationed 
with  General  Ramseur,  that  their  batteries  were 
scattered,  and  their  attempts  in  this  direction  ten- 
dered unavailing. 


in  motion,  advancing  from  Hamilton*  Crc*i$ 
by  the  military  road,  to  its  junction  with  the  Fred- 
ericksburg and  Orange  Court-House  plunk  ivL 
and  thence  up  the  plank  road,  for  about  tnook 
At  this  point  I  became  aware  of  a  serious  e&pv 
ment  on  my  right,  between  a  portion  of  the  mi 
of  Major-General  Anderson,  then  adrancarlj 
the  old  turnpike,  and  Sikes's  division  of  ngm, 
Federal  army.   Being  in  advance  of  the  opt  I 
continued  to  move  forward  for  about  half  a 
keeping  out  skirmishers  towards  the  eoeayti 
prevent  annoyance.    The  firing  becoming  nay 
heavy  and  close,  the  column  was  halted  byGs> 
eral  Jackson,  and  General  Ramseur's  brigade 4 
tached,  by  his  order,  to  support  that  poftioB  i 
Anderson's  division,  which  was  in  front  of  ay  i 
vision.    This  brigade  became  sharply  euppi 
under  Anderson,  behaving  with  great  coolomai 
gallantry,  as  I  have  been  informed  byGeadi 
Hill  and  Anderson.   Brigadier-General  Raauef 
handled  his  own  skirmishers,  and  with  great  iH 
and  gallantry.    The  rest  of  the  division  moved  h 
the  right  flank  to  the  top  of  the  ridge  near  then* 
and  after  being  established  in  line  of  battle,  n 
directed  by  Lieutenant-General  Jackson  to  iheB 
itself  and  await  orders.  Subsequently  it  waiawal 
forward  into  the  woods,  but,  though  the  Ainifr 
era  became  engaged,  capturing  several  priwotf, 
the  main  body  of  the  enemy  had  retired  betel 
was  permitted  to  advance.    Remaining  in 
battle  until  about  sunset,  the  division  then  read 
its  march  up  the  plank  road,  and  bivouacked  list 
night  near  Aldrich's  tavern,  about  one  mileiaii 
quarter  from  Chaucellorsville. 

At  an  early  hour  on  the  morning  of  the  aeeo»i- 
Iverson's  brigade  was  ordered  to  relieve  B* 
seur's,  still  on  duty  with  Anderson,  in  front  U* 
son  subsequently  overtook  the  division  ft  * 
march.    About  eight  o'clock  the  route  m  * 
suraed,  this  division  still  in  advance.  Tvndl 
short  to  the  left,  about  one  half  mile  beyond  » 
drich's,  we  followed  the  mine  road,  for  the  pur?* 
of  getting  on  the  right  and  in  rear  of  Hoot*? 
army.    On  arriving  at  the  old  furnace  on 
road,  the  Twenty-third  Georgia  regiment,  Cok** 
Best,  was  detached  by  General  Jackson's  oio* 
to  guard  a  road  from  the  direction  of  Chancellor 
ville,  by  which  the  enemy  might  threaten  the  mii* 
column.    This  regiment,  witn  the  exception  of  tP 
Colonel  and  a  few  men,  was  subsequently  capture" 
by  the  enemy,  who  made  a  vigorous  assault  uboJ* 
the  ordnance  train  and  artillery  then  passing,  W 
were  gallantly  repulsed  by  Colonel  J.  Thompson 
Brown,  commanding  battalion  artillery.  Colonel 
Best's  report  of  the  manner  in  which  bis  regiment 
discharged  its  important  duty,  and  its  fate,  is  en- 
closed.  A  court  of  inquiry  on  the  subject  wai 
prevented  by  the  removal  of  Colquitt's  brigade,  to 
which  it  was  attached,  from  tins  department  to 
that  of  North  Carolina. 

On  reaching  the  plank  road  again,  about  two 
miles  north-west  of  Chancellors  ville,  our  cavalry 
was  found  skirmishing  with  that  of  the  enemy, 
x  and  a  delay  was  caused  by  an  endeavor  on  our 

 o .  \  laaxX  \o  en\xw£  ta&m.  NX.  \xa*  \f&B^^uriiu*  been 

At  dawn,  on  May  first,  my  troops  -were  a^\n\  tetexmY&fc&  \»  ias^a  t&^tvaft**  taxova 
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emy's  rear,  the  column  was  moved  across 
old  turnpike  road,  and  was  formed  in  line 
tie  about  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  two  and  a  half 
rom  Chanceliorsviile.  The  line  was  formed 
idicularto  the  road,  by  which  it  was  equally 
Iverson's  brigade  on  the  left,  Colquitt  s 
right,  Kodes  on  the  left  centre,  Doles  on 
ht  centre ;  the  right  of  Rodes  and  left  of 
resting  on  the  road.  Ramseur's  brigade 
aced  in  the  rear  of  Colquitt  as  a  support, 
guard  the  flank.  By  five  o'clock,  Trimble's 
a,  under  command  of  Brigadier-General 
i,  had  formed  about  one  hundred  yards  in 
'  my  command,  and  in  continuation  of  Ram- 
ine.  A.  P.  Hill's  division  formed  the  third 
rear  of  Colston.  Each  brigade  commander 
«1  positive  instructions,  which  were  well  un- 
ad.  The  whole  line  was  to  push  ahead  from 
ginning,  keeping  the  road  for  its  guide.  The 
n  at  Talley's  house  was  to  be  carried  at  all 
is,  as,  from  the  best  information  that  could 
ained,  it  commanded  the  second  position  of 
*my  at  Melzic  Chancellor's  house.  After 

the  heights  at  Talley's,  if  the  enemy  showed 
'rained  front  on  the  next  ridge,  my  men 
d  be  sheltered  until  our  artillery  could  come 
t  dislodge  them  —  under  no  other  circum- 
i  was  there  to  be  any  pause  in  the  advance. 
?re  was  possibility  of  pressure  on  my  right 
Ramseur  was  directed  to  watch  that  flank 
ty,  thus  leaving  Colquitt  free  to  push  ahead, 
t  fear  from  that  quarter.  For  similar  rea- 
ae  left  regiment  of  Iverson  was  placed  per- 
llar  to  line  of  battle,  with  orders  to  follow 
ranee  by  the  flank.  At  five  and  a  quarter 
he  word  was  given  to  move  forward,  the 

sharpshooters  being  about  four  hundred 
a  advance.  In  conseauence  of  the  dense 
f  undergrowth,  and  orders  not  having  been 
3y  given  to  the  skirmishers  of  Rodes's  bri- 
*>me  little  delay  was  caused  when  the  main 
iched  the  skirmishers'  line.  This  latter  was 
motion  again  by  my  order,  and,  soon  after, 
abama  brigade  encountered  the  fire  of  the 
At  once  the  line  of  battle  rushed  forward 
veil,  and  Doles  at  this  moment  debouched 
ne  woods  and  encountered  a  force  of  the 
and  a  battery  of  two  guns  intrenched.  De- 
;  two  regiments  to  flank  the  position,  he 
d  without  halting,  sweeping  everything  be- 
im,  and  pressing  on  to  Talley's,  gallantly 
i  the  works  there,  and  captured  five  guns, 
milar  flank  movement  of  a  portion  of  his 
aid.  So  complete  was  the  success  of  the 
manoeuvre,  and  such  was  the  surprise  of  the 
,  that  scarcely  any  organized  resistance  was 
ith  after  the  first  volley  was  fired.  They 
i  the  wildest  confusion,  leaving  the  field 

with  arms,  accoutrements,  clothing,  cais- 
wd  field  pieces  in  every  direction.  The 
portion  of  his  force,  as  well  as  intrench- 
*ere  drawn  up  at  right  angles  to  our  line, 
thus  taken  in  the  flank  and  rear,  they 

Xvait  for  the  attack.  On  reaching  the 
_  'Melzie  Chancellor's,  which  had  an  ex- 
*ne  of  works  facing  in  our  direction,  an 
-9  made  to  check  the  dying  columns*  For 


a  few  moments  they  held  this  position,  but  once 
more  my  gallant  troops  dashed  at  them  with  a 
wild  shout,  and  firing  a*  hasty  volley,  they  con- 
tinued their  headlong  flight  to  Chanceliorsviile. 
It  was  at  this  point  that  Trimble's  division,  which 
had  followed  closely  in  my  rear,  headed  by  the 
brave  and  accomplished  Colston,  went  over  the 
works  with  my  men,  and  from  this  time  until  the 
close  of  the  engagement  the  two  divisions  were 
mingled  together  in  inextricable  confusion.  Push- 
ing forward  as  rapidly  as  possible,  the  troops  soon 
entered  a  second  piece  of  woods  thickly  filled  with 
undergrowth.  The  right  becoming  entangled  in 
an  abatis  near  the  enemy's  first  line  of  fortifica- 
tions, caused  the  line  to  nalt,  and  such  was  the 
confusion  and  darkness,  that  it  was  not  deemed 
advisable  to  make  a  further  advance.  I  at  once 
sent  word  to  Lieutenant-General  Jackson,  urging 
him  to  push  forward  the  fresh  troops  of  the  reserve 
line,  in  order  that  mine  might  be  re-formed.  Rid- 
ing forward  on  the  plank  road,  I  satisfied  myself 
that  the  enemy  had  no  line  of  battle  between  our 
troops  and  the  heights  of  Chanceliorsviile,  and  on* 
my  return,  informed  Colonel  Crutchfield,  chief  of 
artillery  of  the  corps,  of  the  fact,  and  he  opened 
his  batteries  on  that  point.  The  enemy  instantly 
responded  by  a  most  terrific  fire,  which  silenced 
our  guns,  but  did  little  execution  on  the  infantry, 
as  it  was  mainly  directed  down  the  plank  road, 
which  was  uncovered,  except  by  our  artillery. 
When  the  fire  ceased,  General  Hill's  troops  were 
brought  up,  and  as  soon  as  a  portion  were  de- 
ployed in  my  front  as  skirmishers,  I  commenced 
withdrawing  my  men,  under  orders  from  the  Lieu- 
tenant-General. During  this  glorious  victory,  and 
pursuit  of  more  than  two  miles,  I  had  only  three 
brigades  really  engaged.  General  Colquitt,  soon 
after  starting,  was  misled  by  the  appearance  of  a 
small  body  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  and  notwith- 
standing the  instructions  to  himself  and  General 
Ramseur,  halted  his  brigade  to  resist  what  he  sup- 
posed to  be  an  attack  on  his  flank.  This  error 
was  discovered  too  late  to  enable  him  to  do  more 
than  follow  the  victorious  troops  of  Doles  over  the 
field  they  had  won.  Ramseur  being  ordered  to 
follow  Colquitt  and  watch  his  flank,  was  necessa- 
rily deprived  of  an  active  participation.  On  with- 
drawing my  troops,  I  was  directed  to  6ee  that 
Jones's  brigade,  of  Colston's  division,  was  so  placed 
as  to  guard  a  road  coming  in  from  the  direction 
of  the  furnace  on  the  right,  and  to  relieve,  with 
one  of  my  brigades,  McGowan's  brigade,  of  Hill's 
division,  then  guarding  a  second  road  from  the 
same  direction,  which  entered  the  plank  road  far- 
ther up.  Whilst  preparing  to  make  these  dispo- 
sitions, a  sudden  ana  rapid  musketry  fire  was 
opened  in  front,  which  created  a  little  confusion 
among  the  troops  ;  order  was  speedily  restored, 
however.  Apparently,  this  firing  proceeded  en- 
tirely from  our  own  men,  as  not  a  nail  from  the 
enemy  came  within  sound.  There  being  no  other 
plaee  but  the  open  ground  at  Melzie  Chancellor's 
suitable  for  such  a  purpose,  I  withdrew  all  my 
troops,  except  Colquitt's  brigade,  then  on  guard, 
to  re-form  tnem  at  tViat  pomt  Vc&\^ 
trenchments  partiaWy  occ\ra\e&  Yfj  ^wl\sk5* 
gade,  I  formed  line  ot  bexUe  Va.  rouN^tafe. 
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him.  At  this  time  the  enemy  opened  a  similar 
terrific  fire  of  artillery  to  that  which  had  taken 
place  just  before  my  withdrawal,  which  caused 
much  confusion  and  disorder,  rendering  it  neces- 
sary for  me  to  place  guards  across  the  road  to  stop 
stragglers.  Shortly  after  this  occurrence  I  was 
informed  that  Lieu  tenant-General  Jackson  was 
wounded,  and  also  received  a  message  from  Major- 
General  Hill  that  he  likewise  was  disabled,  and 
that  the  command  of  the  corps  devolved  on  me. 
Without  loss  of  time  I  communicated  with  Briga 
dier-Gcnerals  Heth  and  Colston,  commanding  re- 
spectively the  divisions  of  A.  P.  Hill  and  Trimble, 
and  made  the  necessary  arrangements  for  a  re- 
newal of  the  attack  in  the  morning,  it  being  agreed 
"that  the  troops  were  not  in  condition  to  resume 
operations  that  night.  Just  at  this  time,  (about 
two  o'clock,)  the  enemy  made  an  attack  on  our 
right,  but  being  feeble  in  its  character,  and 
promptly  met,  it  lasted  but  a  short  time.  Very 
soon  after,  Major-General  J.  E.  B.  Stuart,  who  hacl 
J>een  sent  for  by  Major  Pendleton,  A.  A.  general 
of  Lieutcnant-General  Jackson,  arrived  on  the 
ground  and  assumed  command.  I  deem  it  proper 
to  state  that  I  yielded  the  command  to  General 
Stuart,  not  because  I  thought  him  entitled  to  it, 
belonging,  as  he  does,  to  a  different  arm  of  the 
service,  —  nor  because  I  was  unwilling  to  assume 
the  responsibib'ty  of  carrying  on  the  attack,  as  I 
had  already  made  the  necessary  arrangements  and 
they  remained  unchanged,  but  because,  from  the 
manner  in  which  I  had  been  informed  that  he  had 
been  sent  for,  I  inferred  that  General  Jackson  or 
General  Hill  had  instructed  Major  Pendleton  to 
place  him  in  command,  and  for  the  still  stronger 
reason  that  I  feared  that  the  information  that  the 
command  had  devolved  on  me,  unknown,  except 
to  my  own  immediate  troops,  would,  in  their 
shaken  condition,  be  likely  to  increase  the  demor- 
alization of  the  corps.  General  Stuart's  name  was 
well  and  very  favorably  known  to  the  army,  and 
would  tend,  I  hoped,  to  reestablish  confidence. 
I  yielded  because  I  was  satisfied  the  good  of  the 
service  demanded  it 

On  the  morning  of  May  third,  being  the  rear 
division,  I  established  my  line  with  Rodes's  and 
Iverson's  brigades  on  the  left  of  the  plank  road, 
as  before,  Iiamseur's  brigade  on  the  right,  then 
Doles's,  and  finally  Colquitt,  on  the  extreme 
right.  The  attack  was  renewed  about  six  o'clock 
A.  M. ;  and  soon  after  I  received  orders  to  move 
forward,  which  I  promptly  obeyed,  first  giving 
directions  to  each  brigade  commander  to  push 
forward  until  the  enemy  was  encountered,  and 
engage  him  vigorously,  moving  over  friend  and 
foe  alike  if  in  the  way.  At  the  moment  of  start- 
ing, our  cavalry  reported  a  strong  demonstration 
of  the  enemy  on  our  extreme  left,  and  Colquitt 
was  detached  to  oppose  it.  He  was  subsequent- 
ly moved  to  the  extreme  right,  to  support  a  por- 
tion of  General  A.  P.  Hill's  troops,  and  ultimately 
got  heavily  and  handsomely  engaged  on  the  left 
of  my  division,  as  will  He  seen  hereafter.  On 
account  of  the  dense  forest,  the  undulating  char- 
acter of  the  ground,  and  the  want  of  an  a&cc^vata 


attention  to  the  actions  of  any  of  my  comnun^ 
except  Rodes's  and  Ramseur's  brigades.  %M 
were  next  to  the  road  ;  but  my  orders  re 
faithfully  executed  by  each  brigade  commode 
Moving  forward  steadily,  with  no  materiel  sty 
page  except  that  occasioned  by  the  tmgW 
undergrowth,  they  soon  encountered  a  heanfa 
of  artillery.    Pressing  on,  they  aoon  overtooldi 
second  line  of  battle,  then  at  a  halt,  except  tk 
Stonewall  brigade,  which  was  moriat  (nob 
orders)  from  the  left  to  the  right  of  tte  |tt 
road.    I  ordered  Colonel  O'Neif  not  to  rat  ■  i 
this  movement,  but  to  advance  his  brigade  «r  | 
the  second  line.    At  this  moment  Colonel  (KM 
was  disabled  by  a  fragment  of  a  shell,  and  in 
son  I  made  his  right  regiment  (the  third  An- 
bama)  press  forward  through  the  troop*,  and* 
a  staff  officer  with  directions  to  Colonel  Ml 
who  succeeded  to  the  command,  to  continue  kj 
advance.    The  first  line  was  in  turn  overtika 
and  passed;  but  the  confusion  arising froa J** 
ing  the  two  lines  caused  the  two  regiments  go  Oj 
left  of  this  brigade  to  become  separated  fh»4i 
others.   These  two  moved  obliquely  to  the  rtyt 
under  the  immediate  command  of  Colonel  H 
and  encountered  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  into* 
posted  behind  a  barricade  on  the  right  of » 
road,  and  not  more  than  two  hundred  vanhfai 
the  epaulements  on  the  heights.  At  thisjuncB* 
a  portion  of  Iverson's  brigade  and  a  porta  rf 
Pender's  troops,  under  the  immediate  comfflai 
of  Brigadier-General  Pender,  coming  up,br* 
dered  them  all  forward.    The  enemy  was  cm- 
pel  led  to  abandon  the  barricade  and  fall  bail 
and  pressing  on,  Colonel  Hall's  two  repinenu»-| 
the  Fifth  and  Twenty-sixth  Alabama,— tosta 
with  the  Twenty-third  North  Carolina  repfld. 
Colonel  Christie,  carried  the  heights  in  map* 
cent  style,  planting  their  flags  inside  thefcsb 
In  this  charge  the  gallant  Lieutenant-Co^ 
Garvin,  of  the. Twenty-sixth  Alabama,  fell,  to- 
peratelv  wounded,  inside  the  works.   In  the  sea 
time  tne  residue  of  Rodes's,  Iverson's,  and  fen- 
der's troops,  moving  forward,  to  the  left  of 
and  Christie,  were  met  and  repulsed  by  d* 
enemy,  thus  leaving  the  flank  of  the  party  oafr 
heights  exposed  to  an  overwhelming  force.  TbJ 
were  compelled  to  fall  back  behind  the  pltat 
road,  with  loss  of  over  one  hundred  men,  an& 
both  Alabama  flags.    A  second  line  of  battle 
having  been  assembled  along  the  log  breastworks 
on  the  left  of  the  road,  composed  of  parts  of  the 
Third,  Sixth,  and  Twenty-sixth  Alabama,  the 
Fifth  North  Carolina,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Lee,  who  had  just  joined  it,  and  other  scattering 
troops,  I  ordered  it,  through  Major  Whiting,  to 
attack  —  moving  parallel  to  the  plank  road.  HaQ 
immediately  attacked  the  epaulements  again  wiih 
his  two  regiments,  and  gallantly  carried  them; 
but  the  troops  just  mentioned,  who  had  attacked 
farther  to  the  left,  being  again  repulsed,  he  again 
fell,  back  to  the  breastworks.    Whilst  this  Was 
transpiring  in  front,  the  enemy  made  an  attack 
in  force  on  my  left  and  rear.    This  attack  w» 
mcX,  \y$       '^t^iSta.  KX&Waa^  Colonel  Picken*. 


Htaff,  it  was  not  in  my  power,  during  the  svibsfc-\CoVo^\\A^nX^Q\,  ot  >fofe  ^rcs&k  Kw^anssc^^E^^ 
quent  movements,  to  give  a  great  deal  of  pet&oiia\\wns&  YQ^^Q^*,^T0^^^^,,J^>S^^A 
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Is's  brigade,  skilfully  placed  by  General 
m,  and  sustained  against  fearful  odds,  until 
ered  up  Colquitt's  brigade,  which  quickly 
landsomely  repulsed  it.  The  enemy  being 
ed  decidedly  here,  barely  holding  his  own 
left  centre,  and  compelled,  about  the  same 
>y  the  artillery  fire  from  the  right,  to  aban- 
le  epaulements,  withdrew  all  his  forces  to 
I  back^of  the  Chancellorsviile  house.  The 
g  on  the  centre  and  left  was  of  a  most 
ite  character,  and  resulted  in  the  loss  of 
raluable  officers,  among  them,  and  most  to 
retted,  was  Major  A.  M.  Gordon,  of  the 
Alabama,  a  young  officer  of  great  promise, 
eat  purity  of  character. 
?ral  Pender,  speaking  of  the  first  advance 
troops,  stated  to  me  that  Colonel  Christie 
a  regiment,  which  he  handled  in  magnifi- 
yle,  especially  attracted  his  attention,  and 
ne  Colonel  deserved  promotion.  Whilst 
Movements  were  taking  place  on  the  left, 
vi  and  Doles  pushed  forward  on  the  right, 

the  first  line  of  intrenchments,  which  had 
i  been  carried,  passed  the  first  and  second 
four  troops,  and  became  fiercely  engaged, 
deflecting  to  the  right,  passed  up  a  ravine 
.  the  graveyard  on  Chancellor's  hill,  and 
came  out  in  the  field  nearly  opposite  the 

driving  the  enemy  before  him  as  he  ad- 
l,  and  actually  getting  several  hundred 
to  the  rear,  as  well  of  those  troops  opposing 
st  of  my  division  as  of  those  opposing 
al  Anderson's  division.  Subsequently  he 
impelled  to  fall  back ;  and  was  directed  by 
al  Lee  to  take  charge  of  a  large  body  of 
en.    Ramseur,  after  vainly  urging  the 

•  in  possession  of  the  first  line  of  intrench- 
to  move  forward,  obtained  permission  to 
hem,  and,  dashing  over  the  works,  charged 
icond  intrenched  line  in  the  most  brilliant 

The  struggle  at  this  point  4vas  long  and 
ate ;  but  the  charge  on  the  left  of  the  plank 
it  this  time  caused  the  enemy  to  give  way 
<  left ;  and  this,  combined  with  the  unflinch- 
termination  of  his  men,  carried  the  day, 
we  him  possession  of  the  works.  Not  be- 
pported,  he  was  exposed  still  to  a  galling 
m  the  right,  with  great  danger  of  being 
i  Notwithstanding  repeated  efforts  made 
3,  and  by  myself  in  person,  none  of  the 

in  his  rear  would  move  up  until  the  old 
rail  brigade  arrived  on  the  ground,  and 
ly  advanced,  in  conjunction  with  the 
*h  North  Carolina  regiment,  Colonel 
of  Ramseur'a  brigade,  which  had  been 
ed  to  support  a  battery,  and  was  now  on 
ixn.  Occupying  the  works  on  the  right  of 
ur,  and  thus  relieving  him,  when  his  ani- 
on was  nearly  exhausted,  the  Stonewall 
e  pushed  on,  and  carried  the  Chancellors- 
eights,  making  the  third  time  they  were 
They,  in  turn,  were  forced  to  fall 
t>ut  recaptured  several  of  the  prisoners, 

*  of  the  flags  taken  from  Colonel  Hall, 
his  juncture,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Carter, 
?  behaved  with  signal  courage  andjudg- 


ment  during  the  whole  action,  succeeded,  in  con- 
junction with  Major  Pegram,  in  getting  several 
batteries  in  position  in  a  field  to  the  right,  which 
opened  with  such  precision  and  rapidity  on  such 
of  the  enemy's  batteries  and  troops  as  remained 
on  the  plain  of  Chancellorsviile  as  finally  to 
drive  them  back  in  utter  confusion.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Hillary  Jones,  of  the  artillery,  a  most 
accomplished  officer,  had,  however,  before  this, 
placed  ten  guns  near  the  plank  road  and  on  the 
nearest  ridge  to  the  enemy  s  epaulements,  which 
had  fired  with  marked  success  on  the  artillery 
stationed  at  the  Chancellor  house  and  on  the  re- 
treating troops.  As  soon  as  our  artillery  fire 
would  permit,  the  heights  were  occupied  by  the 
infantry,  and,  by  order  of  General  Stuart,  I  took 
charge  of  arranging  all  the  troops  found  on  the 
field  in  line  of  battle,  parallel  to  the  plank  road. 
The  earliest  troops  on  the  ground  were  Colonel 
Brockenbrough's  and  another  Virginia  regiment, 
belonging,  I  think,  to  the  same  brigade.  These 
were  subsequently  withdrawn,  and  my  troops 
located  as  follows:  Iverson's  brigade  on  right, 
extending  from  the  Chancellorsviile  house  up  the 
plank  road;  next,  Rodes's  brigade,  then  Kam- 
seur's  brigade,  and  finally,  Doles's  brigade,  all 
parallel  and  close  to  the  road.  Doles  was  sub- 
sequently thrown  across  the  road,  and  at  an  angle 
of  forty-five  degrees  with  it,  connecting  with  Gen- 
eral Pender,  by  whom  this  line  was  continued  on 
to  the  left.  Colston's  division,  now  attached  to 
my  command,  was  located  on  the  turnpike  road, 
to  the  right,  and  in  continuation  of  my  line.  Col- 
quitt's brigade  was  placed  en  echelon  with  refer- 
ence both  to  I  verso n  and  Colston,  and  one 
hundred  yards  in  rear,  to  enable  our  artillery  to 
operate  in  jhe  interval.  This  position  was  strong- 
ly fortified,  and  was  held  without  molestation  until 
Tuesday  morning,  when  I  pushed  forward  my 
whole  line  of  skirmishers  to  feci  the  enemy.  He 
was  discovered  to  be  in  very  great  force,  both  of 
infantry  and  artillery,  with  formidable  intrench- 
ments. 

Early  on  Wednesday  morning  my  outposts 
reported  that  the  enemy  had  retired.  I  again 
threw  forward  my  skirmishers  and  found  that  the 
entire  force  had  retreated  during  the  night.  Fol- 
lowing them  in  person,  with  a  few  troops,  it  was 
ascertained  that  they  had  successfully  crossed  the 
river,  availing  themselves  of  the  very  severe  storm 
and  darkness  of  the  previous  night.  The  line  of 
their  retreat  was  marked  by  every  evidence  of  a 
careful  and  well-conducted  march,  but  little  public 
or  private  property,  except  such  as  was  necessary 
for  hospital  purposes,  being  left  behind. 

On  tne  evening  of  Wednesday,  May  sixth,  my 
column  was  again  in  motion,  and  camped  that 
night  in  their  old  quarters  near  Grace  Church, 
having  been  absent  eight  days,  participating  in  the 
achievement  of  a  signal  victory,  capturing  fifteen 
pieces  of  artillery,  ten  flags,  seventy-five  thousand 
rounds  of  small-arm  ammunition,  and  four  bushels 
of  musket-caps  from  the  enemy.  The  small 
arms,  ammunition,  and  the  caps  afterwards  fell 
into  the  hands  of  Major  XWau,  corg& 
officer,  and  Captain  alarms,  oxtauNaafe  dBta&t 
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Colston's  division.  It  is  worthy  of  remark  that 
the  enemy  abandoned  such  a  large  number  of 
knapsacks  in  retreating  to  his  works,  that  when 
this  division  began  its  homeward  march  in  the 
rain  it  was  thoroughly  equipped  with  oil-cloths 
and  shelter-tents  of  the  best  quality. 

The  division  sustained  a  heavy  loss  in  killed 
and  wounded,  especially  on  the  second  day.  The 
conduct  of  its  men  and  officers  was  such  as  to 
win  the  highest  encomiums  from  General  Jack- 
son,  and  such  as  had  been  rarely  equalled.  Its 
laurels  were  dearly  bought,  however,  as  will  be 
seen  by  the  tabular  statement  of  killed  and 
wounded  herewith  filed,  marked  "  A."  I  do  not 
think  the  enemy's  loss  was  as  great  as  ours,  as 
he  fought  us  generally  from  behind  his  barricades 
and  earthworks ;  still  it  was  heavy. 

As  an  act  of  justice  to  them,  and  for  future  ref- 
erence, the  names  of  all  the  officers  who  partici- 
pated in  the  engagement  are  presented  in  the 
appendices  to  the  reports  of  brigade  commanders. 
The  general,  field,  and  staff  officers  who  were 
present  are  herewith  presented  in  appendix  "  B." 

It  is  impossible  for  me,  within  reasonable 
limits,  to  mention  all  the  officers  and  men  who 
were  distinguished  for  gallant  and  meritorious 
conduct  at  this  battle.  It  is,  however,  my  duty 
to  call  attention  to  the  great  gallantry  and  effi- 
ciency in  this  action  of  Brigadier-Generals  Doles 
and  Kamseur,  Colonel  Edward  Willis,  Twelfth 
Georgia ;  Colonel  Cooke,  Fourth  Georgia,  severe- 
ly wounded;  Colonel  Hall,  Fifth  Alabama; 
Colonel  Christie,  Twenty-third  North  Carolina; 
Colonel  Pickens,  Twelfth  Alabama ;  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  ]J.  N.  Lea,  Fifth  North  Carolina ;  lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Hobson,  Fifth  Alabama,  severely 
wounded ;  Colonel  Garrett,  of  the  Fifth  North 
Carolina,  (who  had  behaved  most  gallantly  on 


the  first  day,  and  was  unfortunately  woao^k 
one  of  our  own  men  after  the  close  of  tkdni 
fight;  Colonel  Parker,  Thirtieth  North  Carols; 
Colonel  R.  T.  Bennett,  Fourteenth  XorthC* 
lina ;  Captain  H.  A.  Whiting,  A.  A.  G,  4 
Rodes's  brigade;  Captain  Green  Pertontfaj 
staff,  and  Captain  M.  L.  Randolph,  sigotl  am 
The  last  named  officer  was  reniarkable  nati 
these  brave  and  accomplished  officers  hmh 
ing  coolness  and  efficiency. 

Colonel  O'Neal,  commanding  Rodes'i  inpt, 
deserves  special  notice  For  his  gallantn. 

It  is  proper  to  mention  that  Colonel  W.  HCk, 
of  the  Second  North  Carolina,  wai  woods! » 
peatedly  before  he  left  the  field.  All  of  the* 
officers  did  their  duty  nobly,  hot  those  I  si 
mentioned  came  under  my  own  nonce,  or  ins ' 
spoken-  of  by  competent  persons,  as  tombisj 
duty  to  mention  tnem  in  this  manner. 

My  staff  officers,  Captain  Green  Fejtts,si 
Captain  M.  L.  Randolph,  have  been  maid 
for  their  meritorious  conduct  Their  dttdei  isi 
more  than  usually  arduous  during  the  ictioo,si 
were  nobly  discharged. 

Mr.  Ed.  O'Neal,  volunteer  aid,  a  youth  ah 
eighteen,  behaved  most  gallantly,  and  lam  sir 
great  obligations  to  him. 

Four  of  my  couriers,  C.  S.  Ellis,  company  *V 
Fourth  Georgia;  Gilliam  James,  company eft' 

Fifth  Alabama ;   »  and  — — - 

of  Stuart's  cavalry,  (Fits  Lee's  brigade,) 
(rreat  service  to  me  during  the  battle,  sod  okV 
ited  great  courage  and  intelligence.  Both  of  At 
former  deserve  promotion  for  their  conduct 

Enclosed  will  be  found  reports  of  brigade  ■ 
regimental  commanders.  Respecifulbr, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding  W^* 
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Strength  and  Casualties  of  the  Brigades  of  D.  H.  HiU's  Division,  commanded  by  Brigo^f- 
General  Bodes,  in  Battle  of  ChanceUorsville. 


Brigade. 


Strength. 


Casualties. 


Killed.    Wounded.  Miaswo 


I 


Dolee*a,  •  . 
Iverson'e,  • 
Ramseur's, 
Bodcs'8.  . 
Colquitt's,* 


133 
135 
129 
151 
130 


1480 

1660 
1380 
1744. 
1G00 


09 
142 
85 
9 


91 
20 
41 
42 

8 


312 
205 
485 


120 


5 
5 
21 
28 


72 
KB 
1S7 

234, 


078  7873 


307 


148 


1718 


59 


•  This  estimate  of  the  strength  of  this  brigade  is  not  accurate,  as  the  brigade  was  transferred  to  North  Cant 
soon  Miter  the  battle,  and  left  no  data  from  ^nton  to  can  get  tta  exasfc  estimate. 

^  Bodes, 
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OF  COLONEL  O'NEAL. 

QUARTERS  RODRS't  BRIGADE,  I 

.ink  County,  Va.,  May  12, 1863. $ 
n,  A.  A.  G.  : 

•bedience  to  orders,  I  have  the 
he  following  report  of  the  opera- 
brigade  during;  the  eight  days' 
ncing  on  the  twenty-ninth  April 
he  sixth  May,  1863.    Early  in 

the  twenty-ninth  April  I  re- 
old  the  brigade  in  readiness  to 
mt's  warning,  and  about  eight 
e  was  formed  on  the  road,  the 

Round  Oak  Church.  Thence, 
lay,  we  moved  to  Hamilton's 
[  was  ordered  to  put  the  brigade 
n  a  skirt  of  pine  woods,  about 
jht  of  the  railroad  and  just  in 
.  The  brigade  rested  here  dur- 
'  the  day  and  until  three  o'clock 
en  I  was  ordered  to  move  the 
ht,  about  half  a  mile,  and  place 
hments  —  the  right  resting  on 
k  and  the  left  on  the  Bowling 
ring  the  day  the  enemy's  bat- 
river  shelled  a  portion  of  the 
ind  Sixth  Alabama  regiments, — 
ed  by  the  earthworks  and  the 
ras  done.  At  three  o'clock  on 
he  first  May,  I  moved  the  bri- 
i's  Crossing,  left  in  front,  and 
nk  road,  some  seven  or  eight 
s  ordered  to  prepare  for  imme- 
tpport  the  forces  of  General  An- 
i  engaging  the  enemy.  Being 
Colquitt's  brigade,  I  was  directed 
m  and  move  as  he  moved.  At 
l  were  ordered  to  take  off  and 
tcks,  and,  forming  by  the  rear 
t  brigade  across  an  open  field  to 
1  then  down  it  about  one  mile, 
i  a  wood  till  late  in  the  evening, 
rders  to  march  back  to  the  plank 
ching  it,  to  halt  the  brigade  and 
$  knapsacks.  Having  obtained 
»ved  down  the  nlank  road  about 
vouacked  for  the  night.  Early 
'  the  second  of  May  the  brigade 
d  on  the  plank  road  about  one 
aking  a  road  to  the  left,  passed 
>rmed  in  line  of  battle,  after  a 
or  twelve  miles,  beyond  the  turn- 
ove  its  junction  with  the  plank 
:>f  the  enemy.  The  brigade  was 
liar  to  the  road  and  on  the  left 
it  regiment,  the  Third  Alabama, 
d  and  connecting  with  General 
i  on  the  right  of  the  road.  About 
lock  the  order  to  advance  was 
•on  the  corps  of  sharpshooters, 
Lford,  of  the  Fifth  Alabama,  were 
enemy's  pickets.  The  brigade 
L  steadily  forward,  and  in  a  few 
iged,  delivering  a  regular  and 
wove  the  enemy  from  his  Brat 
20 


line  of  breastworks,  and,  pursuing  him  with  spirit 
and  rapidity,  soon  came  upon  his  second  line  of 
works,  which  were  carried  after  only  a  moment's 
delay.   At  this  time  the  enemy's  batteries  poured 
upon  us,  especially  the  right  wing,  the  Third  and 
Sixth  Alabama  regiments,  a  shower  of  grape  and 
canister.    Still  advancing,  we  continued  to  drive 
the  enemy  before  us  and  passed  to  his  third  line, 
consisting  of  log  works,  which  were  immediately 
carried  —  the  enemy  giving  only  one  volley  before 
he  fled.   Darkness  coming  on,  the  pursuit  was 
discontinued.    In  this  short  space  of  time  we 
drove  the  enemy  before  us  about  two  miles,  and 
from  three  breastworks  and  two  abatis.  We 
captured  a  considerable  number  of  prisoners. 
Captain  W.  T.  Renfro,  commanding  the  right 
wing  of  the  Fifth  Alabama,  after  Colonel  Hobson 
!  had  been  wounded,  brought  in  two  hundred  and 
j  twenty-five,  and  Colonel  Lightfoot,  of  the  Sixth 
I  Alabama,  one  hundred  and  five.   Among  the 
prisoners  was  Colonel  Packer,  Fifth  Connecticut, 
\  and  several  other  officers.   We  captured  three 
pieces  of  artillery,  and  part  of  a  fourth  piece, 
!  which  was  claimed  by  another  brigade.   We  also 
|  captured  a  lot  of  ammunition  and  a  quantity  of 
j  small  arms.   The  Third  Alabama  captured  and 
j  have  now  in  possession  two  stands  of  Federal 
!  artillery  colors,  and  the  Sixth  Alabama  captured 
I  one  battery  flag.    Being  with  the  brigade  through- 
out this  brilliant  charge,  I  can  personally  bear 
I  witness  to  the  gallant  bearing  of  tne  officers,  and 
|  the  daring,  dashing  courage  of  the  men.    In  this 
]  connection,  permit  me  also  to  state  the  order, 
regularity,  and  precision  with  which  the  several 
regimental  commanders  moved  and  handled  their 
commands  throughout  this  charge.   The  Third 
Alabama,  under  the  command  of  Captains  Bonhara, 
Chester,  and  Phelan,  was  ordered  to  move  along 
the  road  and  perpendicular  to  it,  and  was  the 
I  battalion  of  direction ;  and  the  other  regiments  — 
j  the  Sixth,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lightfoot  and 
;  Maior  Gordon ;  the  Twelfth,  under  Colonel  Pickens 
|  ana  Captain  Proskauer  ;  the  Twenty-sixth,  under 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Garvin  and'Major  Bryan,  and 
!  the  Fifth,  under  Colonel  Hall  and  Lieutenant- 
|  Colonel  Hobson  —  moved  in  line  of  battle  with 
j  this  regiment,  and,  although  passing  through  a 
i  dense  and  "tangled  forest   for  a  mile,  all  the 
regiments  were  connected  and  moved  in  a  regular 
unoroken  line,  the  officers  exhibiting  the  greatest 
coolness  and  daring,  cheering  on  their  men  by  both 
voice  and  example.   In  this  charge,  Lieutenant 
Colonel  E.  L.  Hobson  was  wounded,  while  gal- 
lantly rushing  in  front  of  his  men,  near  the  enemy's 
second  line  of  works.    Major  Bryan,  Twenty- 
sixth  Alabama,  was  also  wounded,  near  the  same 
place  and  about  the  same  time,  while  bravely  per- 
forming his  duties.   Captain  Watkins  Phelan, 
who  commanded  the  left  wing  of  the  Third  Ala- 
bama, was  also  wounded  in  this  charge.  He, 
with  Captain  Bonham,  who  commanded  the  regi- 
ment, *and  Captain  Chester,  who  commanded  the 
right  wing  of  the  Third  Alabama,  acted  most  gal- 
lantly, and  led  their  regiment  with  great  success, 
and  it  is  but  simple  justice  to  say  that  each,  te^U 


ment  did  its  whole  duty. 


j 
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put  an  end  to  the  pursuit  I  formed  the  brigade, 
and  having  had  ammunition  issued  to  the  men,  I 
reported  to  the  Brigadier-General  commanding 
division  for  orders.  He  ordered  me  to  move  to 
the  earthworks  to  the  left  of  the  road,  the  second 
line  we  hud  carried,  and  to  relieve  General  Paxton, 
which  was  done,  and  there  we  rested  for  the  night. 

About  six  o'clock  Sunday  morning,  the  third  of 
May,  I  received  orders  to  advance,  the  brigade 
being  in  the  third  or  reserve  line  of  battle.  We 
moved  forward,  under  heavy  shelling,  in  an  open 
field,  and  then  through  a  dense  wood  for  about 
one  mile,  when  we  came  up  with  our  second  line 
of  battle  and  passed  through  it.  I  inquired,  as 
we  passed,  whose  brigade,  and  was  informed  it 
was  General  Paxton's.  We  continued  to  move 
forward  until  we  came  to  some  other  troops,  where 
I  ordered  a  halt,  and  found  that  the  Third  Ala- 
bama had  lapped  over  and  got  in  front  of  the 
Sixth  Alabama,  the  regiment  immediately  on  its 
left.  While  rectifying  the  line,  the  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral commanding  rode  up  and  ordered  me  to  the 
road  with  him,  and,  explaining  to  me  the  position  of 
the  forces  on  my  right,  and  the  direction  I  was  to 
pursue,  ordered  me  to  push  forward  over  our  first 
line  of  battle,  and  dislodge  the  enemy  from  Chan- 
cellor's hill.  In  company  with  Major  Whiting, 
assistant  adjutant-general,  I  immediately  started 
on  a  run  for  the  centre  of  the  brigade  to  execute 
this  order,  and  when  near  the  centre,  was  stricken 
down  by  the  fuse  of  a  shell,  which  disabled  me 
for  the  balance  of  the  day.  I  directed  Major 
Whiting  to  move  the  brigade  forward,  and  to  in- 
form Colonel  Hall,  of  the  Fifth  Alabama,  that  the 
command  devolved  on  him.  Colonel  Hall  was, 
at  the  time,  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  line  with 
his  regiment  The  brigade  moved  forward  under 
a  most  terrific  storm  of  shell,  grape,  canister,  and 
musketry,  and,  for  what  took  place  afterwards  I 
respectfully  refer  you  to  the  report  of  Colonel 
Hall,  who  so  bravely  led  it,  and  that  of  Colonel 
Pickens,  who  so  gallantly  resisted  the  advance  on 
our  left,  and  ask  that  their  reports  may  be  taken 
and  considered  a  part  of  this.  In  obedience  to 
orders  from  the  corps  commander  to  report  what 
standards  were  captured  and  which  lost,  I  have 
the  honor  to  report  that  the  colors  of  the  Fifth 
Alabama  regiment  were  captured  by  the  enemy 
in  the  attack  upon  the  intrenchments  at  Chancel- 
lor's house,  on  the  morning  of  the  third  instant. 
This  regiment,  supported  by  only  a  portion  of  the 
Twenty-sixth  Alabama  and  four  companies  of 
Iverson's  brigade,  were  the  first  to  charge  and 
carry  the  enemy's  works  near  the  Chancellor  house. 
Having  taken  possession  of  the  epaulements  which 
commanded  the  plank  road,  this  regiment  moved 
forward  in  the  charge  considerably  in  advance  of 
the  right,  and,  being  unsupported  by  the  brigade 
on  its  left,  had  its  left  flauk  turned  by  a  su- 
perior force,  and  was  forced  to  retire  from  the 
works.  In  doing  so  the  color-bearer  was  wounded, 
and  with  the  colors  and  over  a  hundred  of  its  men 
were  surrounded  and  captured.  Retiring  only  to 
the  plank  road,  this  regiment  again  charged  and 
took  these  works  without  support,  and  a  second 
time  had  to  retire  before  superior  numbers.  Cap- 


tured in  the  midst  of  the  enemy's  gun«  tod  it 
trenchments,  and  some  time  before  anr  ockr 
troops  reached  that  point,  the  loss  of  their  fyi 
one  of  the  highest  evidences  of  the  galjut  sj 
daring  services  rendered  by  the  Fifth  Alabua» 
ment  in  the  action  of  that  day.  I  cannot  doc  m 
report  without  calling  special  notice  to  thttnfc. 
ous  attention  to  every  duty,  and  that  calm  nv^ 
coolness,  and  self-possession  exhibited  ufei 
circumstances  during  these  trying  days,  by  lyr 
H.  A.  Whiting,  assistant  adjutant-gened,  Id 
most  respectfully  recommend  him  to  the  cs> 
manding  General  for  promotion.  He  vu  ink 
uable  to  me  throughout  the  two  engageaotitf 
Saturday  and  Sunday.    I  am  also  greaUyaieVki 
to  Adjutants  Pickett  and  Moore,  oftheTbWai 
Twenty-sixth  Alabama  regiments,  who  tcted  a 
Aids,  for  valuable  services  in  fearleulj  curjif 
and  delivering  orders.    The  Brigade  In 
Lieutenant  Partridge,  was  energetic  tod 
in  the  performance  of  his  duties,  and  i 
efficient  aid.   I  desire  also  to  mention  Mr.Wdk 
Woodruff  and  Mr.  Rittenhouse  Moore,  ita  ibi 
with  me  and  did  good  service.   Enclosed  «n 
find  the  reports  of>  regimental  commaoden,* 
which  I  call  special  attention.   Also,  lista  ofctsv 
alties. 

I  am,  Captain,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  A.  O'NtiL, 

Colonel, 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  HALL. 

Headquarters  Fifth  Alabama  Richest,  | 
Santee,  Caroline  County,  Virginia,  Hay  a,  it*M 

Captain  H.  A.  Whiting,  A.  A.  G.9  Rodeft  Bri- 
gade: 

Captain  :  In  obedience  to  an  order  from  head- 
quarters, I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  fblloiiag 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  Rodes's  brigade  lrbik 
under  my  command,  in  the  battle  of  Chanceflon- 
ville,  of  the  third  instant : 

About  six  o'clock  A.  M.,  the  brigade  was  famed 
in  the  third  or  rear  line  of  battle,  and  moved  for- 
ward  under  the  command  of  Colonel  O'Neal. 
Proceeding  about  a  mile,  under  a  heavy  fire  of 
shell,  we  passed  the  second  line  of  battle.  Here 
Colonel  O'Neal,  who  had  so  gallantly  led  as,  vu 
wounded,  and  this  unfortunate  circumsUsce 
placed  me  in  command  of  the  brigade.  Soon  it 
had  overtaken  the  first  line  of  battle,  which  vsi 
moving  bv  the  right  and  left  flanks.  At  this 
point  the  brigade  was  separated,  part  of  the  Third 
and  Sixth,  and  all  of  the  Twelfth  Alabama  regi- 
ments following  the  troops  moving  by  the  left 
flank,  and  part  of  the  Sixth,  all  of  the  Fifth  and 
Twenty-sixth  Alabama  following  those  moving  by 
the  right  flank ;  this,  owing  to  the  dense  fore*, 
was  not  discovered  at  the  time.  I  had  just  as- 
sumed command,  and  had  not  time  to  pass  to  the 
centre  of  the  brigade  before  troops  were  seen  in 
my  front.  Believing  them  to  be  our  men,  I 
ordered  my  command  to  cease  firing  and  move  on, 
and  soon  saw  from  his  killed  and  wounded  that 
it  was  the  enemy.  The  command  was  pressed 
\  T&\n&^  foro  w&,\Hitot  *  TEttftft.  tamfic  fire  of  shell, 
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and  musketry,  to  the  branch  on  the  left  of 
id,  and  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards 
he  earthworks  on  Chancellor's  hill.  See- 
rong  batteries  on  the  hill,  supported  by 
columns  of  infantry,  I  halted,  and,  shelter- 
e  men  as  much  as  possible,  ordered  them 

on  the  men  in  the  works  on  the  hill, 
Jarly  at  the  cannoneers.  So  heavy  was 
i  that  it  was  with  difficulty  that  their  gun- 
mid  be  kept  at  their  pieces,  and  his  fire 
snsibly  slackened;  this  fire  was  kept  up 
or  twenty  minutes.    During  this  time, 

Whiting,  A.  A.  general,  went  back  to 
brward  the  balance  of  the  brigade,  from 
it  was  here  discovered,  we  were  separated, 
•on  after  halting  a  battery  opened  on  my 
mpletely  enfilading  my  entire  line,  but 
to  our  position  most  of  the  shot  passed 
i8ly  over  head.    I  again  sent  back  the 

0  bring  up  the  remainder  of  the  brigade, 
vas  not  found.  The  battery  on  my  left 
ing  its  enfilading  fire,  and  heavy  volleys  of 
ary  showing  the  enemy  to  be  there  in  strong 
!  sent  notice  to  the  division  commander, 
niess  they  were  pressed  on  my  left  my 
ould  be  turned,  and  I  could  not  hold  my 
q.   Just  after  sending  this  message  I  dis- 

1  that  the  enemy  in  the  works  on  the  hill 
i  some  confusion,  when  I  ordered  a  charge, 
uras  promptly  obeyed  by  part  of  my  com- 

The  wonts  were  soon  in  my  possession, 
t  with  a  battery  of  five  pieces,  the  enemy 
fled  with  the  rest  of  his  guns.  The  colors 

Fifth  and  Twenty-sixth  Alabama  were 
I  in  a  short  distance  of  each  other  on  the 

The  works  were  carried  about  nine  o'clock 
y  these  two  regiments,  and  a  small  part  of 
thy  which  had  become  separated  from  their 
it.  Noticing  at  this  time  that  all  the  men 
t  moved  forward  at  the  order  to  charge,  I 
d  to  the  branch,  and  again  ordered  them 
L»  which  command  was  promptly  obeyed, 
hurrying  them  forward,  1  noticed  a  body 

on  my  left  running.    I  called  to  an  officer 
issing,  asking  him  what  that  meant,  and  j 
Me  men  were.    He  stated  that  they  be- ' 

to  a  brigade  which  I  knew  to  be  on  my  I 
d  that  "  the  d — d  scoundrels  would  not ! 

I  pointed  to  the  works,  telling  him  that  I 
l  held  them,  and  called  on  him  to  assist  i 
allying  his  men  for  the  purpose  of  resisting 
my,  then  advancing  on  my  left  and  rear,  j 
n  could  not  be  rallied.    The  enemy  con- 
to  advance,  unopposed,  and,  gaining  my 
impelled  me  to  evacuate  the  works  which  I 
t  captured.   This  was  done,  with  a  heavy 
killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners.    Most  of 
nmand  who  escaped  rallied  and  returned 
ber  troops,  who  afterwards  captured  the  ' 
orks,  and  these  troops  were  driven  from 
•ks  by  a  column  flanking  them  on  the  left 
t,  as  I  had  been  driven  some  time  before, 
his  I  was  ordered  to  rally  my  command, 
ve  to  the  left  of  the  road  to  support  troops 
igaging  the  enemy.   Afterwards  the  bri- 
is  formed  in  line  of  battle  at  Chancellors- 


ville,  where  it  remained  until  the  enemy  recrossed 
the  river,  when  we  returned  to  our  old  encamp- 
ment, on  the  night  of  the  sixth  instant ;  having 
been  absent  marching  and  fighting  for  eight  days. 

In  this  report,  I  have  only  mentioned  the  Fifth, 
Twenty-sixtn,  and  part  of  the  Sixth  Alabama  regi- 
ments, because  these  were  the  only  troops  of  the 
brigade  under  my  immediate  command  during  the 
battle.  For  the  part  taken  by  the  other  regiments 
of  the  brigade  in  this  ever  memorable  engage- 
ment, you  are  respectfully  referred  to  the  report 
of  Colonel  Pickens,  of  the  Twelfth  Alabama,  un- 
der  whose  gallant  leadership  they  so  heroically 
fought. 

Justice  demands  that  I  should  mention  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Garvin,  commanding  the  Twenty- 
sixth,  and  Captain  Renfro,  commanding  the  Fifth 
Alabama,  who  were  both  severely,  if  not  mortally 
wounded,  while  gallantly  leading  their  regiments, 
and  giving  the  highest  evidence  of  their  coolness 
and  skill,  which  should  ever  characterize  the  true 
soldier. 

To  the  cool  and  undaunted  courage  of  Major 
H.  A.  Whiting,  A.  A.  G.,  I  feel  greatly  indebted 
for  the  success  attending  my  attack  on  the  works 
on  Chancellor's  hill.  If  skill  as  an  officer  and 
gallantry  in  action  entitle  any  man  to  promotion, 
Major  Whiting  truly  deserves  it. 

For  individual  acts  of  courage,  and  the  casual- 
ties of  the  battle,  you  are  respectfully  referred  to 
the  reports  of  regimental  commanders. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Hall, 

Colonel,  commanding  Brigade. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  HAMILTON. 

Headquarters  Second  Brigade,  Liout  ) 
Division,  Camp  Grego,  May  '*o,  1863.  S 

Captain  R.  H.  Finney,  A.  A.  General: 

Captain  :  In  consequence  of  the  wounding  of 
Brigadier-General  McGowan  and  Colonel  O.  E. 
Edwards,  Thirteenth  regiment  South  Carolina  vol- 
unteers, early  in  the  day,  on  the  third  instant,  I 
found  myself  in  command  of  this  brigade.  It 
will  be  unnecessary  for  me  to  recapitulate  the 
movements  of  the  brigade  on  the  march,  as  I 
have  already,  in  giving  a  report  as  regimental 
commander,  detailed  those  of  First  regiment  South 
Carolina  volunteers,  which  will  cover  those  of  the 
brigade  previous  to  our  reaching  the  enemy,  in 
rear  of  their  line  of  works  beyond  Chancellors- 
ville.  At  sunset,  second  instant,  we  reached  that 
part  of  the  field  which  had  been  cleared  by  Brig- 
adier-General Rodes,  scattering  the  enemy  in  every 
direction ;  passing  beyond,  we  were  drawn  up  in 
line,  by  order  of  Brigadier-General  McGowan,  on 
the  plank  road,  the  Fourteenth  regiment  South 
Carolina  volunteers  being  deployed  and  covering 
our  front  as  skirmishers.  Here  we  were  subjected 
to  a  heavy  fire  of  shells,  which  was  annoying,  but 
did  not  do  us  a  great  deal  of  damage.  After  re- 
maining here  until  about  eleven  o'clock,  orders 
were  given  for  an  advance  of  the  brigade,  Thir- 
teenth South  Carolina  volunteers  on.  tta  iv^Jb^ 
First  South  Carolina  voluxvtefcT*  tmsX  \a  x&a 
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regiment  (Orr's)  on  the  left,  directing  battalion. 
The  attempt  was  made,  but  cither  in  consequence 
of  the  impossibility  of  advancing  through  a  thick 
and  almost  impenetrable  pine  thicket,  or  from  a 
change  of  orders,  the  order  was  countermanded. 
At  twelve  o'clock  (midnight)  the  brigade  marched 
to  a  position  in  front  of  the  enemy's  breastworks, 
with  Brigadier-General  Lane  on  our  left,  and  Brig- 
adier-General Archer  on  our  right.  At  sunrise 
the  advance  was  commenced,  the  brigade,  how- 
ever, obliqued  too  much  to  the  left,  separating 
our  line  from  that  of  Brigadier-General  Archer, 
and  somewhat  overlapping  the  right  of  Brigadier- 
General  Lane.  So  soon,  however,  as  the  ground  was 
cleared  before  us,  the  four  regiments  engaged, 
(First,  Thirteenth,  Fourteenth,  and  Orr's  rifles,) 
dashed  at  the  enemy's  first  line  of  breastworks, 
and  clearing  them  with  rapidity,  the  brigade 
passed  about  one  hundred  yards  to  the  front  and 
engaged  the  enemy,  who  appeared  to  be  collected 
in  strength  on  our  right.  Up  to  this  time  Briga- 
dier-General McGowan  was  active  and  coura- 
geous in  urging  on  thobrigade,  exposing  himself 
without  any  sort  of  regard  for  his  own  safety ;  the 
last  that  I  saw  of  him,  his  huge  form  was  tower- 
ing from  the  top  of  the  breastworks,  which  we  had 
just  passed:  ne  was  soon  after,  unfortunately, 
wounded,  but  I  am  happy  to  say  not  dangerously. 
The  brigade  soon  became  very  hotly  engaged, 
particularly  the  two  right  regiments,  (First  and 
•Orr's  rifle  regiments.)  The  enemy  finding  our 
right  open  and  unsupported,  (Brigadier-General 
Archer  having  lost  his  connection  with  our  line, 
from  our  having  obliqued  to  the  left  in  advancing 
from  the  cover  of  the  woods,)  pressed  on  to  pass 
round  our  right  flank,  and  get  possession  of  the 
breastworks  m  our  rear.  This  Deing  apparent  to 
the  two  right  regiments,  (First  and  Orr's  rifles,) 
they  fell  back  to  the  line  of  breastworks,  and  con- 
tinued to  fight  the  enemy,  who,  if  they  had  pushed 
vigorously  forward,  could  at  once  have  driven  us 
out,  as  lhat  portion  of  the  works  was  unoccupied 
for  some  time,  but  such  a  deadly  fire  was  poured 
into  them  whenever  they  showed  themselves  that 
their  immediate  advance  was  checked.  While 
fighting  at  the  breastworks,  I  learned  that  Colonel 
Edwards,  Thirteenth  regiment  South  Carolina 
volunteers,  had  assumed  command  of  the  brigade. 
From  him  I  did  not  receive  many  orders,  as  he 
was,  I  regret  to  say,  soon  very  severely  wounded ; 
as  likewise  my  gallant  young  subaltern,  Lieuten- 
ant James  T.  Proctor,  (company  C,  First  regiment,) 
whom  I  had  just  before  detailed  to  act  as  his  A. 
A.  General,  who,  after  a  very  few  moments  of  duty 
lost  his  leg.  We  had  not  fought  for  any  great 
length  of  time,  when  a  portion  of  Major-General 
'  Trimble's  division,  commanded  by  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Colston,  came  to  reenforce  us  on  the  right, 
but  from  their  hesitancy  in  taking  the  position, 
and  encumbering  us  in  the  rear,  they  were  but  of 
little  use,  and  the  enemy  soon  commenced  pour- 
ing over  the  breastworks  on  our  right  My  regi- 
ment (First  South  Carolina  volunteers)  and  Orr's 
rifle  regiment  being  out  of  ammunition,  without 
the  means  of  replenishing  it,  and  our  flank  en- 
posed  by  the  enemy  occupying  the  line  (the  \)io- 


longation  of  ours)  to  the  right,  it  was  deenW  I  

best  to  retire  for  the  time,  which  was  done.  Fal  I 
.ing  back  a  short  distance  to  a  road  in  rear,  3  I  ~ 
commander  of  my  own  regiment,  I  found  fcr^  I"?"-"" 
dicr-General  Colston  rallving  some  of  las  on  I  ^ 
troops ;  to  him  I  reported,  asking  that  my  r»  M'\ ^ 
ment  might  be  supplied  with  ammunition,  wm  F  'T  ' 
was  furnished  me.    The  rifle  regiment  (Ort)  r ;  v 
soon  joined  me.   Here  I  learned  for  the  frit  lb  t  ;f  "T 
that  Colonel  Edwards  was  wounded.  I  mod  ^ 
command  of  that  portion  of  the  brigade windm  W-pl  '• 
with  me,  and  soon  resumed  the  advance.  M  1" 
ing  the  breastworks  occupied  by  oar  ova  trap  I  1^  U'^. 
was  ordered,  by  Brigadier-General  Cotton, »  l^'tj 
march  the  portion  of  the  brigade  which  htdjoW  I';' ;  r 
me  across  the  plank  road,  and  occupied  the  pi  1*1"^ 
tion  commanding  the  flank  of  the  fine  of  fan*  IfH^ 
works  held  by  our  troops ;  here  I  took  posba, 
and  remained  under  an  irregular  but  serae  fc  IiT.tX 
of  shells  for  two  hours,  expecting  every 
to  be  engaged  with  the  infantry  of  the  ewaji»  1^  " 
scattering  bullets  were  occasionally  reading  %  I 
and  sometimes  heavy  firing  was  neard  vn&  1^ 
ately  in  our  front  j  gradually  the  fire  slackened.  I  I'V--^ 
was  left  without  further  orders,  and  finding  to  t 
brigade  of  Brigadier-General  Pender  in  arj 
moving  out  into  the  plank  road,  I  reported  tofc  I-^Z 
for  orders,  and  learned  that  he  was  in  cobbwA 
of  the  light  division,  both  Major-General  ^^  l£:r 
Hill  and  Brigadier-General  Heth  having  ta  Vt 
slightly  wounded.    After  a  short  time  we  recM  m 
our  rations,  replenished  our  ammunition,  and  to-  \-, 
ing  rejoined  by  the  rest  of  the  brigade,  which  Wi  « 
been  with  Colonel  A.  Perrin,  Fourteenth  regime*  ■ 
South  Carolina  volunteers,  I  marched  the  brigA  I 
under  orders  of  Brigadier-General  Pender,  to  a  1 
sition  on  the  left  of  the  plonk  road,  and  was  esw-  j 
lished  on  the  front  line  of  his  division,  facing  east- 
ward, (on  Sunday  afternoon,  third  instant,)  holdinL 
as  he  informed  me,  the  key  of  his  position,  and  whS 
I  was  ordered  by  him  to  hold  at  all  hazards  mi 
to  the  lost  extremity. 

Throwing  out  skirmishers  to  the  front,  and  eor- 
ering  my  entire  line,  we  prepared  to  bivouac,  and 
obtain  such  rest  as  we  might  in  a  swamp,  with 
dead,  dying,  and  roasted  Yankees,  ( the  woods  hir- 
ing taken  fire  just  after  the  battle  of  that  dav, 
third  instant,)  but  our  rest  was  constantly  inter- 
rupted by  our  skirmishers  becoming  engaged  with 
those  of  the  enemy. 

On  Monday,  the  fourth,  I  was  ordered  to  re- 
move the  brigade  to  a  position  in  rear  of  the  one 
held  by  me  during  the  afternoon  and  night  before. 
Here  I  had  breastworks  rapidly  thrown  upTnx 
companies  covering  my  front  as  skirmishers,  and 
scouts  sent  out  to  reconnoitre  the  position  of  the 
enemy.  From  these  scouts  I  learned,  early  in  the 
evening,  that  the  enemy  were  making  no  demon- 
stration on  their  right  and  in  my  front.  During 
this  night  I  could  hear  the  moving  of  the  artillerr 
and  wagon  trains  down  towards  Banks's  Font 
and  so  reported  it  to  Brigadier-General  Pender, 
with  my  impression  that  they  were  moving  ot 
which  subsequent  events  proved  to  be  correct 
.Nothing  of  further  moment  occurred,  beyond  our 
A\w&&n%  up]  &Yra&taKt*,\yj  of  their  line 
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ud  against  the  right  flank  of 
>'. 

>f  the  efficiency  of  Major  Croft, 
h  Carolina  volunteers,  Major 
South  Carolina  volunteers,  and 
ind  Haskell,  of  First  regiment 
riunteers,  and  Captain  Duncan, 
rat  South  Carohna  volunteers, 
-  in  command  of  skirmishers. 

Ashton,  First  regiment  South 
rs,  who  acted  as  my  Assistant 
,  I  feel  myself  under  great  obli- 
tiring  zeal  and  efficiency.  He 
ours  to  go  to  any  position,  either 

in  front  or  along  the  line ;  his 
bearing  won  my  admiration  and 
intelligence  ana  ready  perception 
labors,  which  would  have  been 

{daced  suddenly  in  command  of 
ightened  by  his  aid. 
rat  our  intrenched  position,  we 
Wednesday,  the  sixth  instant, 
his  camp  on  Thursday,  seventh 

r  but  to  speak  of  our  losses. 
,  (lists  of  which  have  already 
>  division  headquarters,  Briga- 
ler,)  and  among  them  I  regret 
eath  of  Colonel  James  M.  rer- 
iment,  who  was  mortally  wound- 
y  fighting  his  regiment  at  the 
Sunday,  third  May.  Colonel 
f  the  captains  of  my  old  regi- 
h  Carolina  volunteers,)  and  on 
South  Carolina  previous  to  my 
a,  in  1861.  Since  then  he  has, 
been  under  my  command.  A 
efficient  officer  could  not  have 
i  command.  Noble,  brave,  and 
win  the  admiration  and  esteem 
we  will  trust  died  to  receive  the 
)ent  in  the  strict  discharge  of 

j  the  reports  of  the  Thirteenth, 
,  and  Orr's  rifles,  South  Carolina 
Twelfth  regiment,  South  Caro- 
ls not  engaged  in  the  battle, 
is  a  guard  to  prisoners,  and,  on 
•th  May,  was  sent  off  to  Rich- 
rds  of  two  thousand  prisoners, 
i  to  the  brigade  until  two  days 
)  this  camp, 
l,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  II.  Hamilton, 

ding  Second  Brigade,  Light  Division. 
OLONEL  BROCKENBROUGH. 

AJXJUABTEKS  flETH'S  BlllOADE,  ) 
May  18,  1803.  ( 

A.  Q.  Light  Division  : 
ive  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
the  operations  of  this  brigade 
ttles  of  the  second  and  third  of 
y  of  CbanceUoravillc.  Leaving 
ig  at  early  dawn  on  the  first,  I 


the  brigade  halted  at  seven  o'clock  p.  M.,  on  the 
plank  road,  about  one  mile  east  of  Chancellors- 
ville.  The  advanced  troops  of  our  corps  had  en- 
countered the  enemy  near  Salem  Church,  and  with 
slight  resistance  they  fled  to  their  works.  At  ten 
o'clock  on  the  following  morning,  leaving  the  turn- 
pike to  our  right  and  moving  upon  the  old  furnace 
road,  we  turned  the  right  flank  of  the  enemy,  and 
at  five  and  a  half  o'clock  P.  M.  reached  the  plank 
road  again,  about  four  miles  west  of  Chancellors- 
ville,  and  in  their  rear.  Here  we  formed  line  of 
battle  and  commenced  a  rapid  advance,  this  bri- 
gade occupying  the  second  line.  Our  approach 
in  that  direction  seemed  to  take  by  surprise  and 
create  a  considerable  panic  among  the  enemy,  who, 
notwithstanding  they  occupied  superior  natural 
positions,  strengthened  by  works  of  magnitude, 
fled  at  our  approach,  night  alone  giving  them 
quarter.  We  pursued  them  within  three  fourths 
of  a  mile  of  Chancellors ville.  The  rapid  flight  of 
the  enemy,  the  eagerness  of  oar  pursuit,  the  tan- 
gled wilderness  through  which  we  had  marched, 
and  the  darkness  of  the  night,  created  much  con- 
fusion in  our  ranks,  which  at  this  point  was  in- 
creased by  a  deadly  fire  poured  into  our  ranks  by 
friends  and  foes  from  our  right,  left,  and  front. 
Artillery,  with  their  caissons,  occupied  the  road 
abreast  of  us.  and,  without  drivers,  dashed  headlong 
through  our  ranks.  Under  these  circumstances  . 
our  troops  halted,  and  the  chase  ended  for  the 
night  During  the  night  the  enemy  was  not  idle, 
but  worked  like  beavers  in  erecting  the  most  for- 
midable barricades  and  breastworks,  thus  partially 
relieving  themselves  of  the  panic  of  the  previous 
evening,  and  determining  them  to  give  battle. 
Early  on  the  morning  of  the  third,  the  brigade, 
by  General  Heth's  order,  was  again  deployed  in 
line  of  battle,  extending  on  either  side  of  the  rood, 
the  Fortieth  and  Forty-seventh  Virginia  regiments 
on  the  right,  following  General  Lane's  brigade ; 
the  Fifty-fifth  and  Twenty-second  Virginia  on  the 
left,  supporting  General  Fender.  The  advance  of 
our  leaning  line  became  irregular,  and  the  turn- 
pike, which  separated  the  brigade,  being  much 
more  elevated  than  the  ground  upon  cither  side, 
the  interval  between  the  two  portions  became  so 
considerable  as  not  to  be  seen  the  one  by  the 
other.  Being  in  close  proximity  to  the-  enemy, 
our  advance  line  in  a  few  minutes  became  hotly 
engaged,  and  we  were  exposed  to  the  most  deadly 
fire  I  have  ever  experienced.  Very  soon  the 
troops  in  advance  were  forced  back  through  our 
lines,  leaving  us  without  support  on  either  flank. 
The  two  regiments  on  the  left  of  the  Toad  had  by 
this  time  moved  within  one  hundred  yards  of  the 
enemy's  intrenchments,  and  while  fiercely  en- 
gaging them,  had  their  left  turned  and  were  com- 
pelled to  retire.  The  two  regiments  on  the  right 
remained  in  their  position,  awaiting  support  to 
charge  the  enemy's  works.  Finding  no  one  dis- 
posed to  move,  though  many  thousands  had  taken 
shelter  behind  the  barricade,  our  line  was  formed, 
and  being  joined  by  about  twelve  hundred  troon* 
of  different  brigades,  we  \ea  \he  tfewnA  Ocaa^ 
Upon  reaching  the  edge  of  \ta^e\&,^*feXx^£fe* 
with  a  yell,  increased  uievr  vgee&to  «Ao\Mte 
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and,  such  was  the  impetuosity  of  the  charge,  that 
the  enemy's  resistance,  though  fierce  and  bloody, 
was  of  short  duration.  We  soon  triumphantly 
mounted  their  intrenchments,  completely  routing 
them  from  a  position  from  which  it  is  almost  im- 
possible to  conceive  how  an  army  could  be  driven. 
On  gaining  the  works,  we  discovered  the  field 
literally  crowded  with  men  flying  in  every  direc- 
tion, and  poured  into  them  a  deadly  fire.  Occu- 
pying this  position  about  two  minutes,  we  dis- 
covered troops  advancing  through  the  woods  upon 
our  left,  ana  supposed  they  were  friends  till  a 
volley  fired  into  our  left  and  rear  removed  the 
delusion.  Their  numbers  and  position  being  vastly 
superior  to  ours,  and  unsupported  on  our  left,  we 
were  again  forced  to  retire.  As  soon  as  our  artil- 
lery shelled  this  piece  of  woods,  we  advanced  a 
third  line  and  held  the  position.  Artillery  now 
coming  to  our  support,  soon  silenced  the  enemy's 
batteries,  (which  had  harassed  us  during  the  en- 
tire day,)  and  forced  them  to  abandon,  in,  great 
confusion,  their  strong  and  well-selected  position, 
to  take  shelter  in  the  wilderness  and  retreat  to- 
wards the  river. 

The  loss  sustained  by  the  brigade  in  killed  and 
wounded  amounted  to  thirty-three  officers  and 
two  hundred  and  seventy  enlisted  men.  Could 
aught  repay  us  for  the  noble  spirits  who  have 
fallen,  we  would  find  consolation  in  the  glorious 
victory  achieved ;  but  our  little  brigade,  and  the 
entire  corps,  will  long  miss  and  mourn  the  loss  of 
the  expenenced  and  gallant  dead.  With  few  ex- 
ceptions, the  bearing  and  conduct  of  officers  and 
men  were  unexceptionable. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  BROCKENBftO¥GH, 
Colonel,  commanding  Brigade. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  BALDWTX 
Ordnance  Office.  Army  of  Nobthebx  Vikgihl/ 

Brigadier-General  B.  H.  Chilton,  AdjMai 

Inspector-General,  A.  N.  V.: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  JaWf 
as  the  principal  captures  in  the  recent  cup 
ments  near  Fredericksburg  and  ChaoceflmB 

Artillery.  —  Five  twelve-pounder  Nackff 
seven  three-inch  rifles ;  one  ten-pounder  flA 
nine  caissons ;  four  rear  parts  of caiitoM tjjv 
battery  wagons ;  two  forges ;  fifteen 
rounds  artillery  ammunition;  a  large  lot  *2 
lery  harness,  a  large  lot  of  wheels,  axte*»*^ 
nition,  chests,  &c  ■ 

Infantry. — Twenty-nine  thousand  fi^j^ 
collected,  ten  thousand  admitted  dropt^** 
men,  nineteen  thousand  five  hundred  f 
nineteen  thousand  five  hundred  ma 
rifles ;  eight  thousand  cartridge  boxes ; 
sand  cap  pouches ;  eleven  thousand  fif 
knapsacks ;  three  hundred  thousand  i 
fantry  ammunition. 

I  have  carefully  confined  myself  to  ~ 
been  reported  as  collected  and  counted. 
course,  is  considerably  less  than  the  aa-^ 
tually  captured,  as  a  number  of  unarmed 
plied  themselves  with  arms,  accoutrement 
and  the  army,  generally,  helped  themseh^ 
the  cartridge-boxes  of  the  enemy.  Also  tf$P 
small  lots  of  muskets  and  rifles  are  broag^ 
and,  without  doubt,  quite  a  number  of  sris* 
are  retained  in  regimental  ordnance  wagotf 
further  contingencies,  and  not  reported.  A 
quantity  of  lead  has  been  and  is  now  beb| 
lectcd  from  the  battle-fields.  Respectfoilj 
mitted,  Briscoe  G.  Bald* 

Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Chief  of  Ordnance,  A. 


List  of  Casualties  in  the  Battle  of  Chancellorsvitte,  May  2d  and  3d,  1863. 


Command. 


Lieut.-Gen.  Thos.  J.  Jackson, . 

Captain  J.  K.  Boswcll,  engineer 
department,  

Signal  corps,  

General's  escort,  

Fifth  Louisiana,  

Sixth  Louisiana,  

Seventh  Louisiana,  

Eighth  Louisiana,  

Ninth  Louisiana,  

Captain  J.  Mitchell,  A.  A.  G., 
Gordon's  brigade  

Thirteenth  Georgia,  

Twenty-sixth  Georgia, .... 

Thirty-first  Georgia,  ..... 

Thirty -eighth  Georgia, .... 

Sixtieth  Georgia,  

Sixty-first  Georgia,  

Brigadier-Gen.  B.  F.  Hoke, .  . 

Sixth  North  Carolina,  .  .  .  • 

Twenty -first  North  Carolina, . 

Twenty-fourth  North  Carolina, 

Fifty-seventh  North  Carolina, 

First  North  Carolina  battalion, 

Thirteenth  Virginia,  

Forty-ninth  Virginia,  .... 
Fifty-second  Virginia,  .... 
Fifty-eighth  Virginia.  .... 
.Mn/or-General  A.  P.  Hill,  .  . 

Captain  Forbea,  

General9 a  escort,  


Brigade. 


Hays's, 


Gordon'! 


Hoke's, . 


Smith's, 


Division. 


Killed. 


WOUXDKD. 


Early's, 


Early's, 


Early's, 


9 

16 
5 
12 
21 


8 
15 
3 
9 

"« 

*4 


DOCUMENTS. 


811 


List  of  Casualties  —  continued. 


0. 

brigade. 

Division. 

1 

|  Killed. 



WOUNDED. 

Total. 

LHeth, .  . 

1 

l 

tula,  .  .  . 

tt 

4 

48 

52 

tt  • 

20 

90 

110 

battalion,  • 

tt 

0 

23 

29 

t* 

tt 

14 

73 

87 

1 

1 

A.  G.)  •  • 

McGowan,  • 

tc  ' 

1 

1 

tt  1 

12 

80 

92 

tt 

tt 

19 

92 

111 

Una.  .  .  . 
arolina,  •  • 

tt 

ft 

tt 
tt 

6 

2 
60 

2 
66 

arolina, .  . 

tt 

tc 

9 

87 

96 

tf 

8 

67 

75 

ti 

tc 

0 

27 

33 

tt 

fl 

4 

29 

S3 

Carolina,  . 
Carolina,  . 
th  Carolina, 

tt 

ft 

8 

33 

36 

tt 

87 

127 

164 

tt  ' 

tf 

80 

96 

126 

tt 

Cf 

12 

77 

89 

Carolina, . 

tc 

tc 

28 

106 

133 

th  Carolina, 

tt 

ft 

84 

193 

227 

ft  - 

8 

60 

58 

tt 

tt 

11 

45 

66 

tee,  .  .  .  . 

tt 

ft 

7 

28 

35 

ilion,  .  .  . 

tt 

ft 

8 

80 

33 

tt 

ft 

18 

127 

140 

1 

2 
3 

3 

3 

ft  ' 

28 

101 

124 

Qia, .... 

tt 

ft 

9 

53 

•62 

rinia,  .  .  . 

tt 

ft 

19 

89 

108 

tt 

ft 

84 

88 

117 

ia,  .  .  .  . 

tt 

ft 

88 

141 

179 

.  Paxton, . 

1 

1 



E.  P.  Paxton's  

8 

58 

66 

ft 

14 

149 

163 

tt 

ft 

7 

113 

120 

jginia,   .  . 

tt 

ft 

9 

62 

71 

tt 

ft 

10 

66 

68 

r.'KichoUa, 

1 

1 

F.  T.  Nicholls's .  .  .  . 

8 

27 

35 

t< 

ft  ' 

15 

90 

105 

tt 

It 

15 

51 

66 

la,  .... 

tt 

tf 

4 

60 

64 

tt 

ft 

& 

37 

42 

: : : : 

ft 

1 

1 

ia,  .  .  .  . 

ft 

4 

40 

44 

liu  

«t 

ft 

16 

120 

135 

ia'  .  .  .  . 

tt 

ft 

18 

58 

71 

ia,  

tt 

ft 

12 

91 

103 

ti 

ft 

8 

110 

118 

26 

124 

150 

Rodes's,  

D.  H.  Hill's,  .... 

14 

77 

01 

una,  .  .  . 

tt 

13 

85 

98 

tt 

tt 

24 

130 

154 

tt 

tt 

24 

125 

149 

tt 

<« 

17 

121 

138 

ft 

2 

89 

41 

ia,  .  .  .  . 

u 

tc 

4 

4 

>rgia,.  .  . 
-gfa,  .  .  . 

tt 
tt 

ft 
ft 

2 
2 

39 
31 

41 

33 

tt 

ft 

2 

31 

33 

ft 

29 

121 

150 

tt 

If 

11 

46 

57 

a,  .... 

tt 

Cf 

18 

72 

85 

a.  .... 

olina,    .  . 

tt 

fC 

11 

100 

111 

If 

25 

98 

123 

ina,   .  .  . 

tt 

ff 

45 

110 

155 

arolina,  . 

tt 

ft 

15 

116 

131 

ina,   .  .  . 

tt 

ff 

47 

167 

214 

•lina',  '. 

If 

4 

37 

41 

tt 

tc 

12 

95 

107 

irolina,  .  . 

tt 

ff 

13 

64 

77 

1  Carolina, 

tt 

cc 

32 

113 

145 

Anderson's,  .... 

5 

27 

32 

tt 

tt 

1 

17 

18 

tt 

Cf 

6 

23 

28 

tt 

II 

4 

28 

32 

tt 

CC 

6 

34 

39 

It 

3 

4 

If 

tt 

ft 

\  TO. 

•:::../ 

tt 

cc 

W 

\ 

tc 
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List  of  Casualties — continued. 


Command. 


Ninth  Alabama,  

Tenth  Alabama,  

Eleventh  Alabama,  .... 
Fourteenth  Alabama, .  .  . 

Lewis's  Battery,  

Sixteenth  Mississippi,  .  . 
Twelfth  Mississippi,  .  .  . 
Nineteenth  Mississippi,  . 
Forty-eighth  Mississippi, . 
Second  Georgia  Battalion, 
Twenty-second  Georgia,  . 
Third  Georgia, 


Forty-eighth  Georgia,  .... 
Thirteenth  North  Carolina, .  . 
Sixteenth  North  Carolina,  .  . 
Twenty-second  North  Carolina, 
Thirty-fourth  North  Carolina, 
Thirty-eighth  North  Carolina, 

Eighteenth  Georgia,  

Twenty-fourth  Georgia,  .  .  . 

Sixteenth  Georgia,  

Cobb's  Legion,  

Phillips'  Legion,  

Field  and  Staff,  

Fifteenth  South  Carolina,   .  . 
Seventh  South  Carolina,  .  .  . 
Second  South  Carolina, .... 

James's  Battalion,  ...... 

Third  8outh  Carolina,   .  .  . 
Thirteenth  Mississippi, .... 

Seventeenth  Mississippi,  .  .  . 
Eighteenth  Mississippi,  .  .  . 
Twenty-first  Mississippi, .  .  . 

Fifty-firBt  Georgia,  

Tenth  Georgia,  

Fifty-third  Georgia,  

Fiftieth  Georgia,  

Cable  Artillery  

Washington  Artillery,  .... 
Alexander's  Artillery,  .... 
Lee's  Cavalry  Brigade,  .... 


Total, 


Brigade. 


Wilcox's, 


Posey's, 


Wright's, . 


Pender's,  , 


WofFord*s, 


Kershaw's,  , 


Barksdale's, 


Semmes's, 


Division. 


Anderson's, 


A.  P.  HHPs, 


MoLaws's, 


Stuart's, 


Killed. 

WOUTOBO. 

21 

90 

12 

61 

10 

72 

7 

110 

5 

17 

59 

3 

3$ 

0 

40 

10 

44 

2 

26 

5 

70 

11 

111 

7 

41 

31 

178 

17 

73 

30 

139 

18 

110 

20 

77 

14 

72 

14 

73 

18 

11K 
11D 

22 

135 

8 

19 

1 

9  . 

46 

14 

11 

1 

8 

1 

11 

7 

43 

10 

70 

25 

43 

3 

25 

30 

119 

23 

105 

15 

105 

17 

153 

4 

12 

4 

8 

5 

35 

4 

7 

1,581 

8,700 

Torn. 


Ill 
a 
a 

B 

j 
» 

s 

3 
IS 
te 
a» 
* 
it 

» 
17 
K 

5 

» 

157 

s 

I 

54 

H 

U 

• 

11 

56 

(ti 

ft 

S 

149 

lti 

IS 

171 
H 
12 
ft 
11 

10,281 


Doc.  32. 

BATTLE  OF  KELLEYSVLLLE. 

REPORT  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  STUART. 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Division,  { 
Army  of  Northern  Va.,  March  25, 1803.  \ 

Brigadier- General  R.  E.  Chilton,  A.  A.  and  L 
uF.,  Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia : 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  here- 
with the  very  graphic  report  of  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Fitzhugh  Lee,  of  the  battle  of  KelleysvOle, 
March  seventeenth,  between  his  brigade  and  a 
division  of  the  enemy's  cavalry.  There  is  little 
to  be  said  in  addition.  The  dispositions  made 
for  meeting  this  anticipated  raid  were  sufficient 
to  have  prevented  or  very  much  retarded  the 
crossing  of  the  Rappahannock  at  Kelleysville. 
The  report  shows  wherein  these  dispositions  failed 
of  their  object  The  brigade,  however,  under  its 
noble  chief,  so  redeemed  the  day  by  an  exhibi- 
tion of  the  most  extraordinary  heroism,  that  we 
are  half  disposed  to  lose  sight  of  the  picket  failure 


I  was  present  on  the  occasion,  because  of  the 
sponsibility  which  would  necessarily  attach  to 
for  what  was  done ;  but,  having  approved  of  G 
eral  Fitzhugh  Lee's  plans,  I  determined  not 
interfere  with  his  command  of  the  brigade  as  k 
as  it  was  commanded  entirely  to  my  satisfact 
and  I  took  special  pride  in  witnessing  itigall 
conduct  under  its  accomplished  leader.  The 
feat  was  decided,  and  the  enemy,  broken  : 
demoralized,  retired,  under  cover  of  darkness 
his  place  of  refuge  —  the  main  army  —  ha\ 
abandoned  in  defeat  an  expedition  commen 
with  boasting  and  vainglorious  demonstrat 
I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  congn 
latory  orders  from  division  and  brigade  headqi 
ters,  and  an  order  announcing  to  the  division 
death  of  the  lamented  and  noble  Pelham.  I 
especially  indebted  to  him  fox  his  usual  gall 
services,  and  to  Captain  Harry  Gilmer,  Tire 
Virginia  cavalry,  who  accompanied  me  as  vol 
teer  staff.  ^  Major  Louis  F.  Terrill,  the  court-n 
tial  to  which  he  belonged  having  taken  rec 
buckled  on  his  sword  with  very  commend* 
wcA  c&T&fe  to  the  field,  where  he  acquil 


in  the  outset.  .  % 

Being  charged  by  the  commanding  .GeneTO\AYi\m%fc\£  m\k  >s£^t&&w^&d 
specially  with  the  preparations  to  meet  »toneman,\  a\aS.  o&rac.  \  c«t&s2^  <xroraxt  ^cafc^ 
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neral  commanding  in  the  high  praise  be- 
by  him  on  Colonel  T.  L.  Kosser,  Fifth 
&  cavalry,  who,  though  severely  wounded  at 
hi.,  remained  in  command  at  the  head  of 
iment  till  the  day  was  won,  and  night  put 
to  further  operational  on  Colonel  James 
ke,  First  Virginia  cavalry,  who  led  his  regi- 
i  a  brilliant  charge  upon  the  enemy's  flank, 
and  pursuing  him  to  his  stronghold ;  on 
ented  Puller  and  his  comrades  fallen ;  on 
lant  Hill  Carter,  Third  Virginia  cavalry, 
?ter  Fontaine,  Fourth  Virginia  cavalry, 
individual  prowess  attracted  my  personal 
m  and  remark,  the  latter  receiving  a  severe 
;  on  the  very  efficient  staff  of  General  Lee, 
ated  in  his  report,  and  the  many  others  to 
he  seventeenth  of  March  will  ever  be  the 
it  of  days. 

idier-General  Fit*  Lee  exhibited  in  the 
)ns  antecedent  to  and  consequent  upon 
my's  crossing  the  sagacity  of  a  successful 
I,  and,  under  the  blessing  of  Divine  Provi- 
de are  indebted  to  his  promptand  vigorous 
and  the  determined  bravery  of  his  men, 

signal  victory,  which,  when  the  odds  are 
red,  was  one  of  the  most  brilliant  achieve- 
of  the  war,  General  Lee's  command  in 
>eing  less  than  eight  hundred. 

respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  B.  Stuaet. 
Major-General,  commanding. 

HEADQUARTER8  CAVALRY  DIVISION,  I 

Army  of  Northern  Va.,  March  20, 1863.  $ 
I  Orders,  No.  9. 

Major-General  commanding  approaches 
luctance  the  painful  duty  of  announcing  to 
ision  its  irreparable  loss  in  the  death  of 
fohn  Pelham,  commanding  the  horse  artil- 
fie  fell,  mortally  wounded,  in  the  battle  of 
ville,  March  seventeenth,  with  the  battle- 
his  lips,  and  the  light  of  victory  beaming 
s  eye. 

ou,  his  comrades,  it  is  needless  to  dwell 
that  you  have  so  often  witnessed  —  his 
s  in  action,  already  proverbial.  You  well 
though  young  in  years,  a  mere  stripling  in 
nice,  remarkable  for  his  genuine  modesty 
>rtment,  he  yet  disclosed  on  the  battle-field 
iduct  of  a  veteran,  and  displayed  in  his 
me  person  the  most  imperturbable  coolness 
[er.  His  eye  had  glanced  on  every  battle- 
'  this  army,  from  the  first  Manassas  to  the 
t  of  his  death,  and  he  was,  with  a  single 
on,  a  brilliant  actor  in  all.  The  memory 
gallant  Pelham,  his  many  manly  virtues, 
tie  nature  and  purity  of  character,  is  en- 
a&  a  sacred  legacy  in  the  hearts  of  all  who 
im.  His  record  has  been  bright  and  spot- 
i  career  brilliant  and  successful.  He  fell 
lest  of  sacrifices  on  the  altar  of  his  coun- 
vhose  glorious  service  he  had  devoted  his 
a  the  beginning  of  the  war.  In  token  of 
for  his  cherished  memory  the  horse  artil- 
1  division  staff  wfl)  wear  the  military  badge 
ningfor  thirty  dare,  and  the  senior  o/ficer 
toil.  Major  Von  Bank,  will  place  his  re-  1 


mains  in  the  possession  of  his  bereaved  family,  to 
whom  is  tendered,  in  behalf  of  the  division,  the 
assurance  of  the  heartfelt  sympathy  in  this  deep 
tribulation.  In  mourning  his  departure  from  his 
accustomed  post  of  honor  on  the  field,  let  us  strive 
to  imitate  his  virtues,  and  trust  that  what  is  loss 
to  us  may  be  more  than  gain  to  him. 
By  command  of  Maj.-Gen.  J.  £.  B.  Stuart. 

R.  Channino  Price, 

Major,  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  FITZ  LEE. 

Headquarters  Lee's  Cavalry  Brigade,  ) 
March  23, 1803.  J 

General  R.  H.  Chilton,  A.  A.  G.  and  A.  I.  G.f 
A.  N.  V.  : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  an  encounter  on  the  seventeenth  instant, 
between  my  brigade  and  a  division  of  the  ejiemy's 
cavalry,  certainly  not  less  than  three  thousand 
mounted  men,  with  a  battery  of  artillery : 

My  first  intimation  of  their  approach  was  in  a 
telegram  received  at  eleven  A.  M.,  on  the  sixteenth, 
from  headquarters  Army  Northern  Virginia.  At 
six  P.  M.  scouts  reported  them  at  Morrisville,  a 
little  place  six  miles  from  Kelley's  Ford.  At  one 
A.  M.,  another  report  informed  me  that  the  enemy 
had  encamped  at  that  place,  coming  from  three 
different  directions.  I  that  night  reenforced  my 
picket  of  twenty  sharpshooters  by  forty  more.  I 
regret  to  say  that  only  about  eleven  or  twelve  of 
them  got  into  the  rifle-pits  in  time  for  the  attack 
of  the  enemy,  (owing  to  an  unnecessary  delay  in 
carrying  their  horses  to  the  rear,)  which  com- 
menced about  five  A.  M. 

The  force  in  the  pits  under  Captain  James 
Breckinridge,  of  the  Second,  behaved  very  gal- 
lantly, holding  in  check  a  large  force  of  the  enemy, 
mounted  and  dismounted,  for  an  hour  and  a  half, 
killing  and  wounding  thirty  or  forty  of  them.  I 
also  ordered  the  remaining  sharpshooters  of  the 
brigade  under  that  very  efficient  officer,  Major 
Morgan,  First  Virginia,  to  move  from  their  camps 
by  daybreak,  to  a  point  on  the  railroad,  where  the 
road  turns  to  Kelley's,  half  a  mile  from  the  rail- 
road bridge,  and  three  and  a  half  from  Kelley's ; 
and  the  rest  of  the  command  was  ordered  to  be 
in  readiness  to  move  at  the  shortest  notice.  At 
that  time  a  force  was  reported  to  be  at  Bealeton, 
supposed  to  be  their  advance  guard,  and  it  was 
uncertain  whether  they  would  attempt  to  cross  at 
Kelley's,  the  railroad  bridge,  or  move  on  towards 
Warrenton. 

The  report  that  the  enemy's  attack  was  made  at 
Kelley's  never  reached  me ;  and  the  first  intima- 
tion I  received  from  that  point  was  at  half  past 
seven  A.  M.,  to  the  effect  that  they  had  succeeded 
in  crossing,  capturing  twenty-five  of  my  sharp- 
shooters, who  were  unable  to  reach  their  horses. 
I  moved  my  command  at  once  down  the  railroad, 
taking  up  a  position  to  await  their  approach, 
ordering  my  baggage  wagons  and  disabled  horses 
to  the  rear,  towards  Rapidan  station.  Some  time 
elapsing,  and  they  not  fctowwaxv^  \  j&^tu&n&. 
to  move  upon  tnem,  m*.t0c&&.  \T$\m*&»X&>j 
for  Kelley's,   Fixat  met  t\»  w»m^j  \»&  * 
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this  side  of  the  ford,  and  at  once  charged  them. 
Their  position  was  a  very  strong  one,  sheltered 
by  woods,  and  a  long,  high  stone  fence,  running 
at  right  angles  to  my  advance.  My  men,  un- 
able to  cross  the  fence  and  ditch  in  their  front 
wheeled  about,  delivering  their  fire  almost  in  the 
faces  of  the  enemy,  and  re-formed  again,  facing 
about,  under  a  heavy  fire  from  their  artillery  and 
small  arms.  The  Third,  in  this  cliarge,  was  in 
front,  and  First  Lieutenant  Hill  Carter  was  very 
conspicuous  in  his  behavior. 

From  that  time  it  was  a  succession  of  gallant 
charges  by  the  various  regiments,  and  once  by 
the  whole  brigade  in  line,  whenever  the  enemy 
would  show  his  mounted  men,  (thev  invariably 
falling  back  upon  his  artillery,)  and  sheltered, 
dismounted  skirmishers.  Their  total  advance 
was  two  miles  from  the  ford.  At  that  time  my 
artillery  arrived,  and  they  were  driven  back,  re- 
crossing  the  river  about  half  past  seven,  with  us 
in  close  pursuit. 

My  whole  command  acted  nobly.  Sabres  were 
frequently  crossed,  and  fences  charged  up  to ;  the 
leading  men  dismounting  and  pulling  them  down, 
under  a  heavy  fire  of  canister,  grape,  and  carbine 
balls.  Had  I  my  command  in  the  order  it  arrived 
in  this  enervating  section  of  country,  and  not 
weakened  by  the  absence  of  four  squadrons 
on  picket,  guarding  a  line  stretching  from  Grif- 
finsburg  on  the  Sperryville  turnpike  to  Richard's 
Ford,  and  by  the  large  number  of  horses  unfit  for 
duty  by  exposure  to  the  severe  winter,  with  a  very 
limited  supply  of  forage,  I  feel  confident  the  de- 
feat of  the  enemy  would  have  been  changed  into 
a  disorderly  rout,  and  the  whole  brigade  resup- 
plied  with  horses,  saddles,  and  bridles. 

Commanding  officers  of  the  detachments  from 
the  various  regiments  engaged  mention,  in  their 
reports,  as  deserving  special  attention:  In  the 
Fifth,  private  Wm.  J.  Haynes,  company  F,  badly 
wounded ;  private  A.  11.  Harwood,  company  E ; 
private  Henry  Wooding,  company  C,  especially 
commended,  seized  the  colors  when  the  horse  of 
the  color-bearer  was  shot,  and  carried  them 
bravely  through  the  fight;  Sergeants  Morecock 
and  Ratcliffe,  and  private  George  James,  com- 
pany H.  In  the  Fourth,  Captains  Newton  and 
Old,  Lieutenant  Hobson  and  Adjutant  Fontaine, 
seriously  wounded.  Sergeant  Ivimborough,  of 
company  G,  deserves  particular  notice :  wounded 
early  in  the  day,  he  refused  to  leave  the  field. 
In  the  last  charge,  he  was  the  first  to  spring  to 
the  ground  to  open  the  fence ;  then  dashing  on 
at  the  head  of  the  column,  he  was  twice  sabred 
over  the  head,  his  arm  shattered  by  a  bullet,  cap- 
tured and  carried  over  the  river,  when  he  escaped 
and  walked  back,  twelve  miles,  to  his  camp. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Payne,  commanding,  also 
mentions  privates  Joseph  Gilraan,  J.  R.  Oilman, 
Poindexter,  Redd,  Sydnor,  Terry,  and  N.  Priddy. 
In  the  Third,  Captain  Collins,  company  H ;  Lieu- 
tenants Hill  Carter  and  John  Lamb,  of  company 
D ;  Lieutenant  Stamper,  of  company  F ;  Lieu  ten- 


retiring,  received  a  third  and  still  me  i 
wound,  and  was  unable  to  leave  the  fiekL  Afc 
tant  H.  B.  McClellan  is  also  par&uWr  a*, 
mended  for  his  gallantry.  Acting  Seat* 
Major,  £.  W.  Price,  company  K,  pnnte  ia^ 
company  I,  and  bugler-arilfing  Sergeant  Je*, 
of  company  C  ;  privates  Young,  coatpuy  | 
Fowler,  company  G,  and  Wilkins,  compter  C 
died  as  became  brave  men,  in  the  frortafc 
charge,  at  the  head  of  the  column. 

In  the  Second,  the  commanding  officer  irpfc 
where  so  many  behaved  themselves  with  mbb 
gallantry  he  does  not  like  to  discriminate. 

In  the  First,  Captain  Jordan,  company  C.  si 
Lieutenant  Cecil,  company  K,  specially  conaa 
ed  for  reckless  daring,  without  a  panM  Ji 
coming  under  my  own  observation,  t  panioUr  I 
noticed  Colonel  T.  L.  Rosser,  of  the  Fifth,  si 
his  habitual  coolness  and  daring,  charging  at&t 
head  of  his  regiment.    Colonel  James  Drake, i 
the  First,  always  ready  at  the  right  time  and  ph& 
Colonel  T.  H.  Owen,  of  the  Third,  beohgtos 
allowed  to  charge  again  and  again.  Laina* 
Colonel  W.  H.  Payne,  of  the  Fourth,  ufflaftL 
of  his  former  dreadful  wound,  using  til  ate 
with  effect  in  hand-to-hand  conflict,  and  the  * 
perturbable,  self-possessed  Major  Bredunk 
of  the  Second,  whose  boldness  led  him  so  fat  w 
he  was  captured,  his  horse  being  shot  Gobs' 
T.  L.  Manford,  of  the  Second,  I  regret  to  hj. 
was  president  of  a  court  martial  m  Culpepe 
Court-House,  and  did  not  know  of  the  action  a 
time  to  join  his  command  until  the  fight  w 
nearly  over.    I  also  recommend  for  their  be- 
havior, Captain  Tebbs,  of  the  Second,  and  Capa 
Litchfield  and  Lieutenant  Dorsey,  of  the  Fir*; 
also  Major  W.  D.  Morgan,  of  the  First 

My  personal  staff,  Major  Mason,  Captaia 
Fergusson  and  Bowling,  Dr.  J.  B.  Fontaine,  n£ 
Lieutenants  Lee,  Ryals,  and  Minnegerode,  ren- 
dered great  service  by  their  accurate  and  a  quid 
transmission  of  orders,  and  by  their  coodort 
under  fire.  Surgeon  Fontaine's  horse  was  killed 
under  him,  and  my  own  hone  was  also  shot; 
but,  through  the  generosity  of  private  John  H. 
Owincs,  company  K,  First  Virginia  cavalry,  at 
tached  to  my  headquarters,  was  quickly  replaced 
by  his. 

The  conduct  of  couriers  Owings,  Lee,  NigfauV 
gale,  and  Henry  Shackelferd,  deserves  the  highest 

{iraise.  The  enemy's  loss  was  heavy.  Besides 
eaving  a  number  of  his  dead  and  wounded  on 
the  field,  he  carried  off  a  large  number  on  honei 
and  in  ambulances.  We  captured  twenty-nine 
prisoners  —  a  captain,  two  lieutenants,  and  twenty- 
six  privates.  My  own  loss  was  eleven  killed, 
eighty-eight  wounded,  and  thirty-four  taken  pris- 
oners, making  an  aggregate  of  one  hundred  tad 
thirty-three.  In  horses,  seventy-one  killed,  eighty- 
seven  wounded,  twelve  captured,  making  an 
aggregate  loss  of  horses  one  hundred  and  seventy. 

Among  the  killed,  I  deeply  regret  to  report 
Major  Puller,  of  the  Fifth,  and  lieutenant  Harris, 


antK  F.  Hubbard,  company  G;  and  first  L\e\i-  ^Q?\tal$o>iT&t.  YtatVi^aUantand  highly  efficient  of- 
tenant  Hall,  of  company  C,  was  twice  wounOlcd,  .fieex* — &\fe&y}\Q«*to'&^T«^Bs*^ 
before  he  desisted  from  the  charge,  and  wYienA    la  &otl&\>a\ek^\  te«2t*  eapecxaVX^  \a  >sua& 
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General  J.  E.  B.  Stuart  joined  me  before 
tight  commenced,  was  on  the  field  the  whole 
assisted  immensely  by  his  sagacious  coun- 
large  experience,  and  by  his  usual  daring  and 
icuous  example,  in  turning  the  fortunes  of 
iv  in  our  favor.    We  share  with  him  the 
ish  and  deep  grief  felt  at  the  Ioks  of  the 
Pelham  of  his  staff — an  officer  of  the 
litest  promises  for  the  future.    Major  Terrill, 
neral  Stuart's  staff,  besides  being  active  on 


the  field,  assisted  the  gallant  Breathed  in  the 
management  of  the  artillery. 

Captain  Gilmer,  Twelfth  Virginia  cavalry,  a 
volunteer  for  the  occasion  on  the  Major-General's 
staff,  I  also  commend  for  his  marked  bravery  and 
cool  courage.  I  append  a  recapitulation  of  my 
loss.         Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Fitz  Lee, 
Brigadier-General,  commanding. 


-^^capitulation  of  (he  Loss  of  Brigadier-General  Fitz  Lee's  Cavalry  Brigade  in  tfie  Engagement 

near  Kelleysville,  March  Yith,  1864. 
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REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL 
W.  II.  F.  LEE. 

Headquarters  Lee's  Cavalry  Brigade,  near  \ 
Culpxper  Court-House,  April  17,  1863.  J 

Major  R.  Channing  Price,  Acting  Assistant  Adju- 
tant-General, Division  Headquarters: 
Major  :  I  have  the  honor,  agreeably  to  instruc- 
tions from  division  headquarters,  to  forward  a  re- 
port of  the  operations  of  my  brigade  on  the  four- 
teenth and  fifteenth  instants.  During  the  night 
of  the  thirteenth,  I  received  information  from 
Lieutenant  Payne,  commanding  Black  Horse 
scout,  that  the  enemy's  cavalry  and  artillery  in 
heavy  force  were  moving  up  from  Fredericksburg 
in  the  direction  of  Kelley's  Ford.  I  immediately 
sent  Captain  Boiling,  company  O,  Ninth  Virginia 
cavalry,  with  his  company  of  sharpshooters,  to 
reenforce  the  picket  at  that  place.  He  arrived 
before  day,  ana  placed  his  men  in  the  rifle-pits. 
About  day  he  reports  that,  with  a  regiment  dis- 
mounted as  sharpshooters  lining  the  banks,  the 
enemy's  cavalry  made  a  dash  at  the  ford.  They 
dashed  back  at  the  first  volley  from  our  sharp- 
shooters. Captain  Boiling's  command  consisted 
of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  men.  During  the 
morning  of  the  fourteenth  they  forced  their  way 
across  the  river  at  Rappahannock  Station,  the 
sharpshooters  posted  to  protect  the  bridge  giving 
way  and  leaving  the  rifle-pits  exposed  to  a  flank 
fire.  On  the  appearance  of  reinforcements,  they 
immediately  recrossed,  and  the  horse  artillery, 
superintended  by  Major  Beckbam,  engaged  the  I 


enemy's  batteries.  Firing  was  kept  up  by  the 
artillery  and  sharpshooters  most  of  the  day.  On 
the  fifteenth  their  cavalry  forced  a  crossing  at 
Wellford  8  Ford,  driving  the  few  pickets  off,  and 
made  a  dash  at  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lewis  at  Bev- 
erly's Ford,  driving  him  away.  As  soon  as  the 
brigade  could  be  brought  forward,  I  proceeded  at 
once  to  Beverly's  Ford,  and,  with  Colonel  Cham- 
bliss's  Thirteenth  regiment  Virginia  cavalry,  drove 
their  rear  guard,  consisting  of  about  two  squad- 
rons, into  the  river,  drowning  a  number  of  them, 
capturing  fourteen  prisoners,  horses,  &c,  I  cannot 
speak  too  highly  of  Colonel  Chambliss  and  lus  com- 
mand. He  had  with  him  only  about  one  good 
squadron.  Lieutenant  Nash,  adjutant  of  Thirteenth 
regiment,  and  Pat  Freeman,  the  Colonel's  orderly, 
were  conspicuous  for  their  gallantry.  The  regi- 
ment charged  through  a  creek,  the  water  up  to 
their  saddle  skirts.  Colonel  Bealo  had  crossed 
with  the  head  of  lus  regiment,  but  was  recalled. 
He  captured  one  Lieutenant  and  ten  privates  and 
horses.  Major  Beckham,  with  his  artillery,  ren- 
dered valuable  aid,  and  he  and  his  officers  deserve 
much  praise  for  the  remarkable  manner  in  which 
their  guns  were  served.    In  closing  this,  I  take 

Eleasure  in  making  special  mention  of  Captain 
lolling.  His  conduct  on  this,  as  on  all  former 
!  occasions  in  battle,  was  marked  for  coolness  and 
gallantry.  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit 
!  reports  from  the  commandants  of  the  respective 
I  regiments  and  batteries.  Also  to  aoueud  a  aum- 
mary  of  the  casualties  u&&  rogVuxt*  ofi.  ^aa 
'  days : 
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Killed.  Wocrjf'D  Missi'g.  rujs'us 


Staff  Ninth  Virghoa. 


I 


Staff,  

•Ninth  Virginia,  

Thirteenth  Virginia.  .  . 
Second  North  Carolina, . 


A.  A,  Cenettl'i  knrth 
broken. 

Private  F  !■  I  r  —  I  tlj^ ,  ^  L?"-^d  -St  I 

be  a  prl  wn#r. 
Li^nt,  Guy,  of 


CAPTURES. 

One  Lieutenant  and  ten  privates  by  Ninth  Virginia  cavalry. 
Four  privates  by  Thirteenth  Virginia  cavalry. 
Sixteen  horses  and  equipments. 


Referring  to  the  horses  captured  from  my  com 
raand,  I  have  to  say  that,  owin^  to  the  smallness 
of  my  force,  (two  regiments  being  detached,)  my 
picket  at  WeUford's  Ford  was  small  and  when  the 
enemy  dashed  upon  Colonel  Lewis  they  were  sep- 
arated some  distance  from  their  horses,  and  being 
partially  surprised,  they  had  to  make  their  escape 
without  their  horses,  as  they  were  in  great  danger 
of  themselves  being  captured.    It  is  needless  to 
state  that  the  Major-General  of  cavalry  was  on 
the  field  most  of  the  time,  and  that  his  presence 
gave  confidence  and  stability  to  the  command. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  F.  Lee, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding  Cavalry  Brigade. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  CHAMBLISS. 

Headquarters  Thirteenth  Virginia  Cavalry,  ) 

April  17,  1883.  { 

Captain  :  In  obedience  to  instructions,  I  have 
the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  my  regiment 
with  the  enemv,  on  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth 
instants.  On  the  fourteenth,  under  the  direction 
of  the  General  commanding  brigade,  my  regiment 
was  posted  at  Kelley's  Ford,  supporting  sharp- 
shooters in  the  rifle-pits  —  Lieutenant  Gary,  com- 
any  "D,"  having  been  previously  sent  to  the 
[iappahannock  bridge  with  twenty  sharpshooters, 
to  take  position  in  the  rifle-pits.  During  the  day, 
he  had  been  driven  out  of  his  position,  and  I 
called  upon  him  for  an  explanation.  He  stated 
that  the  block-house  was  occupied  by  a  few  men 
of  another  regiment,  posted  to  prevent  the  cross- 
ing of  the  bridge,  allowed  the  enemy  to  come 
over  without  firing  a  shot,  and  thereby  exposed 
his  flank;  that  he  was  fired  into  from  that  direc- 
tion, while  a  body  of  the  enemy's  mounted  men 
were  attempting  to  cross  the  ford ;  these  he  gave 
a  volley  ana  retired  on  account  of  what  has  just 
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was  wounded;  no  other  casualties  occurred  Ant 
the  day.    On  the  fifteenth  I  received  ordci,*J 
moved  with  my  command  towards  WeMsft 
Ford,  as  the  enemy  were  reported  to  hare  ami 
in  large  force.    Owing  to  heavy  details,  I ki 
only  forty  men  in  camp,  and  came  upas  fc 
rear  guard  of  the  enemy  near  Beverlp  M 
where  we  charged  them  and  drove  them  pett-ed 
into  the  river,  capturing  fourteen  prisonen  am 
drowning  several.    The  only  casualties  vere* 
man  wounded  and  one  missing.    All  the  mess* 
officers  behaved  well,  and  charged  under  hesfj 
fire  through  a  rocky  and  swollen  stream  It  i 
useless  to  say  more,  as  this  occurred  under  v 
immediate  eyes  of  the  General;  but  I  cannot  ds* 
this  report  without  mentioning  the  energy  at 
cool  bravery  displayed  by  my  Adjutant,  Ltettav 
ant  Nash,  on  the  occasion  above  alluded  to. 
I  am,  Captain,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  R.  Chaxblol 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  BSALE. 

Headquarters  Ninth  Virginia  Cavalry.* 
April  11,18*  | 
Brigadier-  General  W.  H.  F.  Lee  : 

I  submit  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  coav 
mand  in  the  skirmishing  on  the  Bappahannodi 
on  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  instants,  together 
with  casualties  and  captures.  On  the  fourteenth 
one  company,  under  command  of  Captain  Slits 
Boiling,  held  the  ford  at  Kelley's  Mills,  and  re- 
pulsed, with  some  loss  to  the  enemy,  an  attempt 
to  cross  with  a  force  of  two  or  more  regiments. 
Another  company,  under  immediate  command  of 
Captain  John  W.  Hungerford,  under  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Lewis,  held  the  ford  at  Beverly's  Mills. 
The  balance  were  engaged  in  watching  the  enemy 
at  Rappahannock  bridge,  and  leestaotishing  the 
pickets  driven  out  in  the  morning.  On  the 
fifteenth,  the  enemy  having  crossed  in  large  feces 
at  a  ford  above,  flanked  that  portion  of  the  com- 


been  stated.   He  left  the  pits  with  his  men*  butlm^&utvdfct  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lewis,  and  <___ 
Boon,  however,  took  position  in  the  block-house, ,  &o*m  vl^tv  taes&  Vj  vsx^naav*  '^fcwt.  tss&seaa.  and 
under  sharp  fire  of  the  enemy.   lieutenant  Gorj  fctourafcta  m«3K&rra&%  \£ssa\ftRaa&&tan^ 
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utenant  G.  W.  Beale,  in  command 
jrs  dismounted,  alone  saved  this  lit- 

boldiy  charging  the  advance,  the 
en  were  successfully  extricated  from 
jreat  danger.    The  whole  command 

supported  Colonel  Chambliss  in  a 
he  retreating  foe.  We  captured  one 
int  of  Third  Indiana  cavalry,  and  ten 
orses,  ten  carbines,  and  seven  pistols. 
;s  weie,  one  private,  company  A, 
vate,  company  H,  missing,  supposed 
,  two  horses  lulled  and  one  wounded, 

captured.  The  conduct  of  officers 
ts  the  highest  commendation. 

R.  L.  T.  Beale, 

Colonel,  commanding. 

OF  CAPTAIN  J.  W.  STRANGE. 

s  Second  North  Carolina  Cavalry,  \ 
vh  Brandy  Station,  April  10,  18(13.  > 

H.  F.  Lee,  commanding  Cavalry 

In  obedience  to  orders,  I  have  the 
rt  that  during  the  operations  of  the 
e  fourteenth  instant,  my  command, 
one  hundred  and  sixteen  mounted 
i  as  a  protection  to  the  Whitworth 
I  on  the  road  about  a  mile  beyond 
on,  where  we  remained  without  any 
mtil  relieved  by  your  order,  about 
i  returned  to  camp.  On  the  morn- 
\eenth  instant,  twenty  men,  under 
Lieutenant  James  Baker,  company 
:hed,  and  sent  to  the  block-house  at 
k  bridge,  to  protect  it,  and  I,  with  the 
mmand,  were  held  as  a  protection 
>f  Captain  Moorman's  batter)',  sta- 
he  bridge.  These  dispositions  re- 
inged  until  about  two  p.  M.,  when  I 
re  to  proceed,  in  company  with  Cap- 
l's  guns,  to  Beverly  Fora,  and  there 
i  in  their  operations  against  the 
saw  no  active  duty  during  the  skir- 
5r  the  enemy  were  repulsed  returned 
fade  to  our  present  camp.  During 
s  the  dismounted  men,  (143)  rank 
had  been  distributed  at  the  different 
pshooters,  had  several  encounters 
;my;  those  stationed  at  Wellford's 
command  of  Lieutenant  Lucky,  corn- 
driven  off,  and  privates  Robert  U. 
ipany  B,  A.  D.  Clark,  company  D, 
mpany  A,  John  Kelley,  company  A, 
L  These  were  the  only  casualties 
in  my  regiment 

pectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
J.  W.  Strange, 

Captain  Co.  D,  commanding  Regiment. 

LT  OF  CAPTAIN  MOORMAN. 

iadquarters  Moorman's  Battery,  \ 
April  16,  185.').  ( 

rural  W.  H.  F.  Lee: 
)  order,  I  have  the  honor  to  make 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  bat- 
le  engagement  of  the  fourteenth  and 


Upon  the  fourteenth,  my  battery  moved  from 
camp,  near  brigade  headquarters,  following  the 
Ninth  cavalry.  Upon  reaching  a  high  hill,  some 
mile  and  a  half  below  Brandy  Station,  I  was  or- 
dered, by  Major  Beckham,  to  send  one  piece 
(rifled)  forward  to  Kelley's  Ford,  where,  under 
command  of  Lieutenant  Shoemaker,  it  fired 
repeatedly  upon  the  enemy,  (across  the  river,) 
with  what  effect  not  ascertained.  The  remainder 
of  my  battery  (two  guns)  I  moved,  by  order  of 
General  Stuart,  to  Rappahannock  bridge,  and 
there  opened  upon,  dispersing  different  squads  of 
the  enemy.  During  the  afternoon  a  section  of 
the  enemy's  guns  were  put  in  position  behind 
earthworks,  and  engaged  my  £\ins  for  probably 
forty  minutes,  and  then  retired.  I  am  happy  to 
report  no  casualties  during  the  day.  . 

On  the  fifteenth,  my  battery  was  again  called 
out  and  held  in  position  near  the  old  church, 
upon  the  road  (I  believe)  to  Beverly  Ford.'  From 
there  it  returned  to  camp,  not  being  called  upon. 

Respectfully  submitted,     M.  N.  Moorman, 
Captain,  commanding  Battery  Light  Horse  Artillery. 

REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  FORD. 

Camp  near  Culfepeb  Court-House,  ) 
April  10,  1863.  \ 

Captain  W.  8.  Robins,  A.  A.  G.  : 

Captain  :  I  was  ordered,  on  the  morning  of 
the  fourteenth,  to  move  a  section  of  my  battery 
near  Rappahannock  bridge,  —  Lieutenant  Brown's 
section,  —  consisting  of  a  Napoleon  and  a  Blakely 
rifled  gun.  We  took  position  with  the  Blakely 
about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  river, 
and  shelled  the  enemy's  sharpshooters  who  had 
occupied  the  hills  opposite.  After  dispersing 
them,  I  moved  the  section  on  the  hill  immediately  . 
overlooking  the  river,  and  there  exchanged  shots, 
for  about  half  an  an  hour,  with  a  section  of  the 
enemy's  artillery,  which  was  well  protected  by  a 
redoubt  We  sustained  no  injur}'.  I  am  not  cer- 
tain whether  we  punished  our  opponent  or  not. 
The  redoubt  was  struck  repeatedly. 

About  twelve  o'clock  the  next  day,  (fifteenth,) 
I  was  ordered  hurriedly  to  Wellford's  Ford,  in  the 
midst  of  a  drenching  rain ;  arrived  there ;  sharp- 
shooters were  again  dispersed. 

We  returned  to  camp  this  morning,  having  ex- 
pended about  one  hundred  rounds  of  ammuni- 
tion, and  having  no  casualty  to  report  Lieu- 
tenant Burrows  was  with  us  also. 

Officers  and  men  behaved  well ;  and,  notwith- 
standing the  rain  was  calculated  to  produce  dis- 
content, nothing  of  the  kind  was  manifested. 
I  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

  C.  8.  Ford. 

Doc.  33. 

GENERAL  GARFIELD'S  LETTER  TO  GEN- 
ERAL ROSECRANS. 

Headquarters  Department  Cumberland,  i 
Murfreesboro',  June  12, 1803.  ( 

General:  In  your  confidential  letter  of  the 
eighth  instant  to  the  Cotj*  mvCl  IfrnatarcL  ^>m- 
mondero  and  Generals  oi  ewtik^  <&  \&aurb<}, 
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REBELLION  RECORD,  1862-64. 


there  were  substantially  five  questions  propounded 
for  their  consideration  and  answer,  viz. :  — 

1.  Has  the  enemy  in  our  front  been  materially 
weakened  by  detachments  to  Johnson  or  else- 
where ? 

2.  Can  this  army  advance  on  him  at  this  time 
with  reasonable  chances  of  fighting  a  great  and 
successful  battle  ? 

3.  Do  you  think  an  advance  of  our  army  at 
present  likely  to  prevent  additional  reenforce- 
ments  being  sent  against  General  Grant  by  the 
enemy  in  our  front  ? 

4.  J)o  you  think  an  immediate  advance  of 
this  army  advisable  ? 

5.  Do  you  think  an  early  advance  advisable  ? 
Many  of  these  answers  are  not  categorical,  and 

cannot  be  clearly  set  down  either  as  affirmative 
or  negative ;  especially  in  answer  to  the  first  ques- 
tion there  is  much  indefiniteness*,  resulting  from 
the  difference  of  judgment  as  to  how  great  a  de- 
tachment could  be  considered  a  "  material  reduc- 
tion "  of  Bragg's  strength.  For  example,  one 
officer  thinks  it  has  been  reduced  ten  thousand, 
but  not  "  materially  weakened." 

The  answers  to  the  second  question  are  modi- 
fied in  some  instances  by  the  opinion  that  the 
rebels  will  fall  back  behind  the  Tennessee  River, 
and  thus  no  battle  can  be  fought,  either  success- 
ful or  unsuccessful. 

So  far  as  these  opinions  can  be  stated  in 
tabular  form,  they  will  stand  thus  :  — 

Answer  to  first  question,  6  "Yes."  11  "No." 

"      second   "  2  "Yes."  11  "No." 

"      third      "  4  "Yes."  10  "No." 

"      fourth    "  0  "Yes."  15  "No." 

"      fifth       "  0  "Yes."  2  "No." 

On  the  fifth  question,  three  gave  it  as  their 
opinion  that  this  army  ought  to  advance  as  soon 
as  Vicksburg  falls,  should  that  event  happen. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  reasons 
assigned  why  we  should  not,  at  this  time,  advance 
upon  the  enemy :  — 

1.  With  Hooker's  army  defeated,  and  Grant's 
bending  all  its  energies  in  a  yet  undecided  strug- 
gle, it  is  bad  policy  to  risk  our  only  reserve  army 
to  the  chances  of  a  general  engagement  A 
failure  here  would  have  most  disastrous  effects 
on  our  lines  of  communication,  and  on  politics 
in  the  loyal  states. 

2.  We  should  be  compelled  to  fight  the  enemy 
on  his  own  ground,  or  follow  him  in  a  fruitless 
stern  chase,  or,  if  we  attempted  to  outflank  him 
and  turn  his  position,  we  should  expose  our  line 
of  communication,  and  run  the  risk  of  being 
pushed  back  into  a  rough  country,  well  known  to 
the  enemy  and  little  known  to  ourselves. 

3.  In  case  the  enemy  should  fall  back  without 
accepting  battle,  he  could  make  our  advance  very 
slow,  and,  with  a  comparatively  small  force 
posted  in  the  gaps  of  the  mountains,  could  hold 
us  back  while  he  crossed  the  Tennessee  River, 
where  he  would  be  measurably  secure  and  free  to 
send  reinforcements  to  Johnson.  His  forces  in 
East  Tennessee  could  seriously  harass  out  \^ 
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corps  deprives  us  of  an  important  raene3| 
lank  protection,  thus  increasing  the  differs?  f 
in  advance.  | 
:  5.  General  Hurlburt  has  sent  the  mot  of  Mm 
forces  away  to  General  Grant,  thus  leaving  fef] 
Tennessee  uncovered,  and  laying  our  ligkttf 
and  rear  open  to  raids  of  the  enemy. 

The  following  incidental  opiniooi  an  s> | 
pressed :  — 

1.  One  officer  thinks  it  probable  tktfj] 
enemy  has  been  strengthened  rather  this  nail 
>ned,  and  that  he  would  have  a  reasonable  ■*>  | 
])ect  of  victory  in  a  general  battle. 

2.  One  officer  believes  the  result  of  a  pad 
battle  would  be  doubtful,  a  victory  banen,  ash 
lefeat  most  disastrous. 

3.  Three  officers  believe  that  an  ata 
would  bring  on  a  general  engagement  Tsi 
believe  it  would  not. 

4.  Two  officers  express  the  opinion  that  h 
jhances  of  success  in  a  general  batdc  arcaaaj 
equal. 

5.  One  officer  expresses  the  belief  that  m 
mrmy  has  reached  its  maximum  strength  sd 
efficiency,  and  that  inactivity  will  seriously  sssi 
its  effectiveness. 

6.  Two  officers  say  that  an  increase  afst 
Cavalry,  by  about  six  thousand  men,  wooU » 
terially  change  the  aspect  of  our  affairs  snips 
us  a  decided  advantage. 

In  addition  to  the  above  summary,  I  kaitfc 
honor  to  submit  an  estimate  of  the  stress*  s! 
Bragg*8  army,  gathered  from  all  the  data  I  as* 
been  able  to  obtain,  including  the  estimate  of  si 
General  commanding  in  his  official  report  of  fc 
battle  of  Stone  River ;  facta  gathered  frosts* 

>ners,  deserters,  scouts,  and  refugees,  and  obi 
lebel  newspapers. 
After  the  battle  he  consolidated  manjefto 

lecimated  regiments  and  irregular  organisation 

tnd  at  the  time  of  his  sending  reenforcemeststs 
Johnson  his  army  had  reached  its  greatest  efn» 
tive  strength.  It  consisted  of  five  divisions  d 
Infantry,  composed  of  ninety-four  regiments,  sod 
two  independent  battalions  of  sharpshooten- 

ay  ninety-five  regiments. 
By  a  law  of  the  Confederate  Congress,  ie& 

aenta  are   consolidated  when   their  efteve 

trength  falls  below  two  hundred  and  fifty.  Evea 
the  regiments  formed  by  ^uch  consolidate 
(which  may  reasonably  be  regarded  as  the  full- 
est) must  fall  below  five  hundred  men ;  I  am  sat- 

sfied  that  four  hundred  is  a  large  estimate  of  the 
average  strength.   The  force  would  then  be,— 

Infantry,  95  regiments,  400  each,  3^000 
Cavalry,  35  "  say  500  "  17,500 
Artillery,  26  batteries,   "     100   "  2,600 

Total  58,100 

This  force  has  been  reduced  by  detachments 
to  Johnson.  It  is  as  well  known  as  we  can  ever 
expect  to  ascertain  such  facts,  that  three  brigades 
aa.x*  goraa  Ccom  McCown's  division  and  two  or 
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dank  and  constantly  disturb  our  commumca\ion«  .  tace*  ttwm  wj         U  is  dear 
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ere  are  now  but  four  infantry  divisions  In 
s  armv  —  the  fourth  being  composed  of 
nts  or  McCown's  and  Breckinridge's  divis- 
id  must  be  much  smaller  than  the  average, 
dng  the  five  brigades,  and  supposing  them 
led  of  only  four  regiments  each,  which  is 
the  general  average,  it  gives  an  infantry 
on  of  twenty  regiments,  four  hundred  each, 
t  thousand ;  leaving  a  remainder  of  thirty 
ad. 

clearly  ascertained  that  at  least  two  1 
af  cavalry  have  been  sent  from  Van  Dora's 
md  to  Mississippi,  and  it  is  asserted  in  the 
tanooga  Rebel,  of  June  eleventh,  that  Gen* 
[organ's  command  has  been  permanently 
ed  and  sent  to  Eastern  Kentucky.  It  is 
rtainly  known  how  large  his  division  is,  but' 
known  to  contain  at  least  two  brigades, 
j  this  minimum  as  the  fact,  and  we  liave  a 
ion  of  four  brigades.  Taking  the  lowest 
Xe,  four  regiments  to  the  brigade,  and  we 
i  reduction  by  detachment  of  sixteen  re^i- 
,  five  hundred  each,  leaving  his  present 
ve  cavalry  force  nine  thousand  five  hundred* 
the  nine  brigades  of  the  two  arms  thus 
led,  it  will  be  safe  to  say  there  have  gone  I 
tteries,  eighty  men  each  :  four  hundred  and 
•;  leaving  him  twenty  batteries,  two  thou-j 
one  hundred  and  twenty,  making  a  total 
don  of  sixteen  thousand  four  hundred  and 
r,  leaving,  of  the  three  arms,  a  total  of  forty- 
hontand  six  hundred  and  eighty.  In  this 
ite  I  have  placed  all  doubts  in  Bragg'* 
and  I  have  no  doubt  it  is  considerably  bc- 
the  truth.  General  Sheridan,  who  bos 
great  pains  to  collect  evidence  on  this 
places  it  considerably  below  these  figures ; 
isuming  these  to  be  correct,  and  granting 
is  still  more  improbable,  that  Bragg  would 
on  all  his  rear  posts,  and  entirely  neglect  dis 
unicatioos,  and  could  bring  his  last  man 
>attle,  I  next  ask,  What  have  we  to  opp 
iP 

i  last  official  report  of  effective  strength  of  1 
rmy,  now  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Assistant 
int-General,  is  dated  June  eleventh,  instant, 
iows  that  we  have  in  this  department,  omit* 
U  officers  and  enlisted  men  attached  to  de- 
en  t,  corps,  division,  and  brigade  headqi 

it»  infantry,  one  hundred  and  seventy-three 
ents,  ten  battalions  sharpshooters,  four  pi- 
i,  one  regiment  engineers  and  mechanics, 
i  total  effective  strength  of  seventy  thousand 
uindred  and  eighteen. 

ond,  cavalry,  twenty-seven  regiments,  one 
iched  company :  eleven  thousand  eight  hun- 
md  thirteen. 

rd,  forty-seven  and  a  half  batteries  field 
ry,  consisting  of  two  hundred  and  ninety- 
uns,  and  five  thousand  and  sixty-nine  men 
g  a  grand  total  of  eighty-seven  thousand 
hundred :  or,  leaving  out  all  commissioned 
a.  this  army  represents  eighty-two  thousand 
hundred  ana  sixty-seven  bayonets  and 


This  report  does  not  include  the  Fifth  Iowa 
cavalry,  six  hundred  strong,  lately  armed,  nor 
the  First  Wisconsin  cavalry,  nor  Coburn's  bri- 
gade of  infantry,  now  arriving,  nor  the  two  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  ninety-four  convalescents 
now  on  light  duty  in  Fortress  Rosecrans. 

There  are  detached  from  this  force  as  fol- 
lows :  — 

At  Gallatin,  969 

"  Carthage,  1,149 

"  Fort  Donelson,  1,495 

"  Clarkesville,  1,138 

"  Nashville,  7,292 

"  Franklin,  -  900 

"  Loverane,  2,117 


Total, 


5,130 


With  these  posts  as  they  are,  and  leaving  two 
thousand  five  hundred  efficient  men,  in  addition 
to  the  two  thousand  three  hundred  and  ninety- 
four  convalescents,  to  hold  the  works  at  this 
place,  there  will  be  left  sixty-five  thousand  one 
hundred  and  thirty-seven  bayonets  and  sabres  to 
throw  against  Bragg's  forty-one  thousand  six 
hundred  and  eighty. 

I  beg  leave  also  to  submit  the  following  con- 
siderations :  — 

1.  Bragg's  army  is  now  weaker  than  it  has 
been  since  the  battle,  or  is  likely  to  be  again  for 
the  present,  while  our  army  has  reached  its 
maximum  strength,  and  we  have  no  right  to  ex- 
pect further  reinforcements  for  several  months, 
if  at  all. 

2.  Whatever  be  the  result  at  Vicksburg,  the 
determination  of  its  fate  will  give  large  reenforce- 
ments  to  Bragg.  If  Grant  is  successful,  his  army  . 
will  require  many  weeks  to  recover  from  the 
shock  and  strain  of  his  late  campaign,  while 
Johnson  will  send  hack  to  Bragg  a  force  sufficient 
to  insure  the  safety  of  Tennessee.  If  Grant  fails, 
the  same  result  will  inevitably  follow,  so  far  as 
Bragg's  army  is  concerned.  No  man  can  affirm, 
with  certainty  the  result  of  any  battle,  however 
great  the  disparity  in  numbers,  —  such  results  are 
in  the  hand  of  God.  But  viewing  the  question  in 
the  light  of  human  calculation,  f  refuse  to  enter- 
tain a  doubt  that  this  army,  which  in  January 
last  defeated  Bragg's  superior  numbers,  can  over- 
whelm his  greatly  inferior  force.  The  most  un- 
favorable course  for  us  that  Bragg  could  take 
would  be  to  fall  back  without  giving  us  battle. 
But  this  would  be  very  disastrous  to  him,  besides 
the  loss  of  material  or  war  and  the  abandonment 
of  the  rich  and  abundant  harvest  now  nearly  ripe 
in  Central  Tennessee.  He  would  lose  heavdy  by 
desertion.  It  is  well  known  that  a  wide-spread 
dissatisfaction  exists  among  his  Kentucky  and 
Tennessee  troops.  They  are  already  deserting  in 
large  numbers.  A  retreat  would  greatly  increase 
both  the  desire  and  the  opportunity  for  desertion, 
and  would  very  materially  reduce  his  physical 
and  moral  strength.  While  it  would  lengthen 
our  line  of  communications  it  would  give  us 
possession  of  McMinnsville,  and  ewah\&  \& 
threaten  Chattanooga  and  "Easfc  \ 
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it  would  not  be  unreasonable  to  expect  an  early 
occupation  of  the  former  place. 

5.  But  the  chances  are  more  than  even  that 
a  sudden  and  rapid  movement  would  compel  a 
general  engagement,  and  the  defeat  of  Bragg 
would  be  in  the  highest  degree  disastrous  to  the 
rebellion. 

6.  The  turbulent  aspect  of  politics  in  the 
loyal  states  renders  a  decisive  blow  against  the 
enemy  at  this  time  of  the  highest  importance  to 
the  success  of  the  government  at  the  polls,  and 
in  the  enforcement  of  the  Conscription  Act. 

7.  The  government  and  the  war  department 
believe  that  this  army  ought  to  move  upon  the 
enemy  —  the  army  desires  it,  and  the  country  is 
anxiously  hoping  for  it. 

8.  Our  true  objective  point  is  the  rebel  army, 
whose  last  reserves  are  substantially  in  the  field, 
and  an  effective  blow  will  crush  the  shell,  and 
soon  be  followed  by  the  collapse  of  the  rebel 
government. 

9.  You  have,  in  my  judgment,  wisely  delayed 
a  general  movement  hitherto  till  your  army  could 
be  massed  and  your  cavalry  could  be  mounted. 
Your  Mobile  force  can  now  be  concentrated  in 
twenty-four  hours,  and  your  cavalry,  if  not  equal 
in  numerical  strength  to  that  of  the  enemy,  is 
greatly  superior  in  efficiency  and  morale. 

For  these  reasons,  I  believe  an  immediate  ad- 
vance of  all  our  available  forces  is  advisable,  and, 
under  the  providence  of  God  will  be  successful. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Garfield, 

Brigadier-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 

Major-General  Rosecrans, 

Commanding  Department  Cumberland. 
Official:  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Doc.  34. 


HARPER'S  FERRY  ARMORY  AND  HISTORY. 

The  recent  appearance  of  the  first  instalment 
of  several  works  devoted  to  the  war,  suggests  to 
those  who  are  familiar  with  the  events  the  duty 
of  correcting  at  once  the  errors  necessarily  inci- 
dent to  the  haste  with  which  these  volumes  have 
been  prepared  before  sucli  errors  are  permanently 
incorporated  into  the  recognized  authorities  on 
the  subject  of  the  rebellion.  And  an  article  in 
a  late  number  of  a  popular  magazine  is  so  pal- 
pably deficient  in  fact,  and  so  erroneous  in  deduc- 
tion, as  to  call  for  a  response.  In  truth,  histories 
of  the  great  rebellion  are  so  rapidly  multiplying 
that  the  power  of  the  press  seems  to  be  severely 
taxed  to  supply  the  demand,  the  varieties  being 
suited  to  every  taste,  from  the  baffled  malignity 
and  dismal  lamentations  which  form  a  pleasing 
climax  to  that  gem  in  the  literature  of  treason 
known  as  the  "  Lost  Cause,"  to  the  ponderous 
compilations  which  make  up  the  pages  of  the 
"  Rebellion  Record."  Very  little  time  has  been 
lost  "in  the  improvement  of  the  subject,"  and 


writers  and  publishers  have  been  alike  anxious  to  ^mlMmAQeCL  ^tenant  Jones  was  new 
"C^,ej*ihecliange,  the  CyntWa  of  the  minuted    \»  fcOTHmsxA  «X  13ax\e£%  ^«crj.    For  several 


Whether  there  has  not  possibly  been  an  safe] 
haste  in  the  preparation  of  these  works,  rtaar  J 
the  facts  have  been  sought  and  elinriubdvft] 
sufficient  industry  and  care,  whether  j  " 
ban  been  had  in  all  cases  to  the  best  ant 
and  whether  the  passions  and  nrejudices  pern* J 
mg  to  the  conflict  have  sufficiendj  sahodeii  | 
secure  a  thoroughly  faithful  and  impartitln 
tivc  of  events  bo  complicated  and  momenta! 
questions  which  I  do  not  propose  to  disco*  J|  I 
will  admit,  however,  that  every  fact  which  i  all 
below  the  dignity  of  history  is  worthy  of  Wnj  I 
told  correctly ;  and  it  cannot  be  altogether  m  I 
t  cre  sting  or  unprofitable  to  glance  at  tone  of  fc  I 
statements  touching  one  incident  which  mM  [ 
the  commencement  of  the  rebellion,  and  to  aw  I 
*how  widely  these  statements  vary  from  tbewM  I 
truth.   As  every  work  on  the  subject  of  the  m 
to  which  the  writer  has  had  access  pieteaa  1 1 
describe  this  incident  with  more  or  nta  mms 
.     ,  the  facts  connected  therewith  ma j bee* 
s  id  i  red  of  sufficient  consequence  to  jestifr  ■  I 
appeal  to  the  testimony  as  found  in  the  gIb! 
records.   The  substance  of  what  is  herein  nW 
may  be  found  in  the  evidence  given  before  0J 
committee  of  the  senate  which  investigated k 
matter,  and  of  which  Mr.  Senator  Grimes  isfc  | 
acting  chairman. 

This  historic  perversion  has  finally  snort ■ 
considerable  a  magnitude  as  to  be  founds  ill 
newspaper  and  the  magazine ;  in  the  ineidetii 
summaries  of  the  biographer,  in  the  more  ens* 
rate  disquisitions  of  the  historian,  and  in  the m* 
authoritative  reports  of  the  war  department  b 
his  history  of  the  "  American  Conflict.*  lb 
Greeley  introduces  the  fiction  with  comment 
brevity;  Mr.  Lossing,  according  to  thechuttV 
and  purpose  of  his  work,  goes  more  into 
and  supports  himself  by  a  formidable  amy' 
marginal  references;  the  authors  of  llnyert 
"  Pictorial  History "  repeat  the  story  vim  al 
ditions,  and  General  Strother,  who  was  on  the 
ground,  and  who  ought  to  have  known,  and  en- 
ly  intended  to  narrate  the  facts  in  his  tpnfal 
en  in  Harper's  Magazine  for  June,  1666,  fe- 
es the  general  error.    In  Holland's  admh> 
ble  life  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  the  story  is  thus  told:— 
M  The  government  works  at  Harper's  Ferry 
were  blown  up  and  burned  by  Lieutenant  Jose*, 
in  command  of  a  company  of  regulars,  moved  bj 
the  intelligence  of  an  advance  of  a  large  confed- 
erate force."   Mr.  Secretary  Cameron,  whose  fir 
getfulness,  as  will  be  shown,  is  very  extraordinary, 
in  his  official  report  at  the  extra  session  of  Con- 
gress in  1861  uses  the  following  language:  — 

*In  this  connection  it  is  a  pleasurable  duty  to 
refer  to  the  very  gallant  action  of  Lieutenant 
er  Jones,  at  Harper's  Ferry,  and  the  hand- 
some and  successful  manner  in  which  be  executed 
the  orders  of  the  government  at  that  hnportant 
post"  Other  quotations  are  not  necessary,  a* 
the  essence  of  the  fiction  is  contained  in  these 
two  brief  passages,  though  in  the  •'histories" 
referred  to  the  story  is  considerably  amplified 
\ssA  embeliiahecL    Lieutenant  Jones  was  never 
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_  Dths  preceding  the  assault  on  Fort  Sumter 
had  been  stationed  at  the  armory  in  command 
*  guard  of  about  fifty  men.  The  superinten- 
dent of  the  armorv  was  a  delegate  to  the  Kich- 
pond  convention,  out  though  elected  as  a  Union 
0011,  voted  with  the  majority  for  secession,  and 
raa  mediately  hastened  home  to  surrender  his  com- 
yp^Tid  to  the  traitors.  On  the  day  that  Virginia 
■  seceded,*'  Captain  Kingsbury,  of  the  ordnance 
l«m«jrtmentt  then  on  duty  in  Washington,  was 
ixdered,  at  the  suggestion  of  General  Scott,  to 
proceed  immediately  to  Harper's  Ferry  and  as- 
command. 

That  order  was  couched  in  the  following 


Adjutant  Okxkral's  Ohtick,  / 
Washington,  April  17,  1NH.  \ 

^SlTl:  By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  you 
will  immediately  proceed  to  Harper's  Ferry,  Vir- 
ginia, and  perform  the  duties  of  superintendent 
of  the  armory  at  that  place  until  further  orders. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Very  respectfully,  &c, 
(Signed,)  L.  Tiiomas, 

**«  Adjutant -General. 

•ao  Captain  Charles  P.  Kingsbury, 

Ordnance  Department. 

-  %  Should  it  occur  to  the  reader  that  there  is  a 
^JjB*U  discrepancy  between  the  language  of  Mr. 

terms 
official 

-f*  ~       explanation.    And  it  would  also  be  satis- 


^^U«ronfs  report  as  already  quoted,  and  the  terms 
-pj?  tViig  order,  I  must  refer  him  to  that  ex-official 


f       «mi  cApiiiuuuuii.     i~iuu.  il  \>uum  uim.)  ue  buu.v 

^tory  if  a  copy  of  "  tbe  orders  of  the  govcrn- 
JJz**1*"  which  were  "  executed  in  sucli  a  hand- 
w;1***  and  successful  manner,"  could  be  fur- 
V|  ned  at  the  same  time  by  the  Secretary. 
YT^fore  leaving  Washington,  Captain  Kings- 
S^y  received  verbal  instructions  from  General 
^Jfcott.   On  tbe  morning  of  the  eighteenth  of 
*"**pril  he  assumed  control  of  the  armory.  The 
^toiinary  operations  of  the  post  were  continued 
'Until  after  the  arrival  of  the  first  passenger  train 
from  the  east.   On  that  train  came  the  late  Super- 
intendent of  the  arm  or  v  with  a  few  friends,  and 
their  advent  was  signalized  by  a  disloyal  demon- 
stration on  the  part  of  a  crowd  in  attendance  upon 
the  depot.    The  cry,  "  Virginia  will  take  care  of 
Harper's  Ferry  !"  was  loudly  and  defiantly  repeat- 
ed. An  intense  excitement  soon  prevailed  in  the  vil- 
lage, and  extended  to  the  shops.    It  was  evident, 
from  the  confidence  of  the  traitors,  that  in  their 
opinion  the  place  would  soon  be  in  their  posses- 
sion, and  if  it  was  to  be  defended  no  time  must 
be  lost  in  organizing  the  Union  forces.    The  shops 
were  accordingly  closed,  by  order  of  Captain 
Kingsbury ;  the  men  were  assembled,  and  in  a 
brief  address  the  commanding  officer  described 
the  situation,  and  called  for  volunteers.  The 
workmen  had  been  formed  into  military  compa- 
nies since  the  John  Brown  raid.   All  who  were 
faithful  to  their  allegiance,  and  willing  to  protect 
and  defend  the  property  of  the  United  States, 
were  directed  to  assemble  with  their  company  or- 
ganizations at  one  o'clock  P.  M.   The  order  was 
received  with  applause ;  the  men  dispersed,  as  was 
supposed,  for  their  arms  and  equipments :  but  the 
Vol.  X.— Doc.  21 


i  appointed  hour  arrived,  and  brought  with  it  no 
such  force  as  had  been  expected.  Only  a  small 
1  number  of  the  men  employed  responded  to  the 
appeal,  and  it  was  uncertain,  in  view  of  the  active 
and  evil  influences  then  at  work  around  them, 
how  many  of  these  could  be  relied  on  at  the  deci- 
.  sivc  moment.  To  attempt  to  defend  the  post 
!  with  the  small  detachment  of  regulars,  would 
have  been  preposterous ;  for  before  one  o'clock  it 
was  believed,  on  the  authority  of  a  telegram  from 
|  Washington,  that  an  armed  force  was  en  route 
from  Richmond  to  capture  th'_»  place,  and  secure 
the  fifteen  thousand  arms  which  were  still  in 
store,  and  which  Floyd  and  his  coadjutors  had 
been  unable  to  dispose  of.  There  was  then  but 
one  alternative  by  which  to  defeat  the  purpose  of 
the  traitors,  and  the  destruction  of  the  arms  be- 
came a  military  necessity.  About  three  o'clock 
v,  M.  a  report  was  received  that  several  Virginia 
companies  were  marching  from  Charlcstowu  to 
the  Ferry,  and  it  was  also  ascertained  that  the 
agents  of  the  railroad  to  Winchester  had  been 
specially  instructed  to  keep  the  track  clear  that 
night,  which  was  an  unusual  order,  as  only  day 
trains  were  habitually  run  upon  that  road.  As 
the  necessity  for  active  measures  arose  much 
sooner  than  had  been  anticipated  the  preparations 
were  necessarily  hastily  made ;  and  as  the  civil 
employees  of  the  government  could  not  be  relied 
upon,  the  details  of  the  affair  were  of  course  con- 
fided to  Lieutenant  Jones  and  his  men.  The 
powder  belonging  to  the  armory  was  in  the  maga- 
zine on  the  heights,  and  orders  were  given  by 
Captain  Kingsbury  to  have  it  transferred  where 
it  would  be  at  once  available.  Government  pow- 
der is  packed  in  barrels,  holding  one  hundred 
j  pounds  each,  and  these,  from  their  size,  could  not  . 
be  conveyed  to  the  storehouses  containing  the 
arms  without  revealing  the  fact,  and  possibly  ex- 
citing suspicion  as  to  the  object  of  the  transfer. 
Fortunately  several  small  kegs  were  found,  which 
proved  to"  have  been  carried  thither  by  John 
frrown,  and  which  were  admirably  adapted  to  the 
holy  and  patriotic  purpose  for  which  it  was  now 
wanted.  The'  boxes  containing  the  arms  were  so 
arranged  as  to  be  most  favorable  to  ignition,  the 
fagots  were  piled  and  the  powder  distributed, 
ready  for  the  application  of  the  fire  at  the  given 
signal.  Care  was  taken  in  the  arrangement  of 
the  powder  to  prevent,  as  far  as  practicable,  any 
injury  to  private  dwellings  or  their  occupants  by 
the  explosion ;  and  as  the  prime  object  of  the 
Virginia  expedition  was  plainly  the  seizure  of 
the  arms,  their  destruction  was  considered  of  such 
importance  as  not  to  be  hazarded  by  a  diversion 
of  the  means  to  other  parts  of  the  establishment. 
It  therefore  became  necessary  to  rely  upon  the 
natural  combustibility  of  the  materials  for  the 
destruction  of  the  workshops  and  machinery. 
Between  nine  and  ten  o'clock  p/m.  a  gentleman 
arrived  from  the  direction  of  Charlestown,  and 
reported  that  about  two  thousand  men  were  with- 
j  in  a  short  distance  of  the  place.  As  this  infor- 
mation appeared  reliable,  the  match  was  soow  qa- 
!  plied  to  the  train*  akcafrj  \sCv&  m  N3aa  ttraroana^ 
|  and  to  the  comtouarMe  mfctetvvsX&m  ^aa  twDgRsftxst* 
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shop,  and  the  room  containing  the  gunstocks. 
The  rifle  works,  in  which  there  were  but  a  small 
number  of  finished  arms,  on  account  of  their  re- 
moteness, could  not  be  conveniently  fired.  As 
soon  as  the  buildings  were  fairly  lighted,  Lieuten- 
ant Jones  with  his  guard  left  for  Hagerstown, 
while  Captain  Kingsbury  was  hardly  authorized 
to  leave  then,  and  was  also  unwilling  to  depart 
before  learning  the  result  of  his  efforts  to  baffle 
the  Richmond  conspirators.  For  some  time  after 
the  beginning  of  the  conflagration  the  streets  of 
the  village  were  deserted.  At  length  one  man, 
who  appeared  more  enterprising  than  his  neigh- 
bors, entered  one  of  the  burning  arsenals  and 
hauled  therefrom  into  the  street  a  box  of  arms. 
On  opening  it,  and  not  finding  the  rifle  muskets 
he  evidently  expected,  he  rushed  again  towards 
the  building  for  the  probable  purpose  of  trying 
his  luck  upon  another,  when  the  first  discharge 
.of  old  John  Brown's  powder  caused  him  to  recoil, 
and  it  is  believed  that  no  other  attempt  was  made 
to  enter  the  storehouses  before  the  contents  were 
destroyed.  Captain  Kingsbury,  therefore,  had 
the  gratification  of  ascertaining,  that  although  the 
shops  and  machinery  were  not  seriously  damaged, 
of  the  fifteen  thousand  or  sixteen  thousand  rifles 
and  muskets  in  store,  which  were  intended  to 
arm  the  battalions  of  treason,  only  a  few  hundred 
—  and  not  thousands,  as  has  been  stated  —  that 
were  scattered  among  the  buildings  escaped  de- 
struction. 

The  entire  responsibility  of  the  affair  thus  de- 
volved upon  Captain  Kingsbury.  He  sought  to 
defend  the  place  by  arming  the  operatives,  and 
when  this  was  found  impracticable,  it  was  by  his 
orders  and  through  his  instrumentality  that  the 
only  means  at  hand  were  made  available  to  de- 
stroy the  arms,  and  thus  defeat  the  object  of  the 
assault. 

Of  all  those  engaged  in  the  affair  he  was  the 
only  one  exposed  to  personal  peril.  At  one  time, 
surrounded  by  an  infuriate  mob,  with  a  bayonet 
at  his  breast,  he  might  probably  have  been  the 
first  victim  of  the  rebellion  but  for  the  generous 
interposition  of  a  gentleman  present,  to  whom  he 
was  almost  a  stranger.  A  citizen  of  Harper's  Ferry 
thus  wrote  to  him,  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  April : 
"  The  feeling  against  you  rose  very  high,  and  I 
was  glad  to  learn  that  you  had  left  tne  place.  If 
you  nad  not,  I  have  no  doubt  but  your  person 
would  have  sustained  injury."  After  escaping 
from  the  hands  of  his  captors,  Captain  Kingsbury 
was  enabled,  by  a  night  tramp  of  twenty-two  miles 
over  the  cross-ties  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rail- 
road, to  reach  Washington  on  the  evening  of  the 
nineteenth,  where  he  found,  on  his  arrival,  that  the 
pressure  of  official  duty  was  such  that  he  had  no 
time  to  make  a  written  report  of  his  conduct. 
That,  however,  was  not  then  necessary,  as  the  facts 
were  not  only  well  known  in  military  circles,  but 


hizers  of  the  capital 
I  tfiis,  the  name  of  the  offi 


also  among  the  rebel  s< 
Yet,  notwithstanding  af 

cer  who  originated  the  movement,  and  carried  it 
to  a  successful  conclusion,  was  suppressed  at  the . 
time  by  the  northern  papers,  and  carefoAty  excYooA  $ 
ed  from  an  official  report  of  the  affair  by  the  ^^rs\^m^V^«M3aifi^>3r5  * 
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Secretary  by  whose  order  he  wis  thus  <dfafr 
placed  in  a  position  of  such  raponrifcilrnTvj 
the  same  version  or  perversion  of  the  Wsij 
reproduced  by  all  the  historians  of  the  iriefci 
But  while  Captain  Kingsbury's  nsme  wis  rb» 
tematically  ignored  at  the  north,  and  by  lb* 
department  of  the  government,  hitdfartffri 
cause  of  the  Union  were  promptly  roogdidd 
appreciated  elsewhere.    In  the  44  Stauaue  (1) 
Spectator,"  and  other  southern  nerjpifavfc 
was  denounced  for  his  action  at  Harped  frsti 
a  "  diabolical  monster,"  and  his 
reproach  and  execration  amoi 
relatives  at  the  south. 

A  brief  glance  at  the  circumstance!  vmtii 
with  the  attack  on  Harper's  Ferry  will  dn  if 
the  events  of  that  night  probably  kdtfrr  m 
important  bearing  upon  the  final  rack  i  I 
rebellion  than  has  ever  been  puHdjufftWi 
them.   The  object  of  Wise — who  ft  in  flfc 
stood  originated  the  raid  —  and  Hi  feHoroossf- 
ators  was,  evidently,  to  capture  the  an»,pn*i 
at  once  to  Baltimore,  arm  the  ruffians  tkaW| 
control  of  that  city,  and  complete  thf  ikawfl 
conquest  of  the  national  capital  An  eifr 
motive  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  MjihW 
steam  on,  was  in  waiting  at  the  Hirpff'i 
bridge;  a  mysterious  party  from  Baiiaot* 
on  the  ground,  one  of  whom  poiititelvttW^ 
use  of  the  engine  to  carry  Captain  Smpbtf^ 
yond  the  power  of  the  mob  from  wbtdi  W  wl 
just  made  his  escape ;  and  the  nextdiy— tbw? 
of  the  slaughter  of  the  Massachusetts  tr«w~ 
these  arms  would  doubtless  have  been  h  list  to* 
of  the  myrmidons  of  treason  on  a  uiumjtoalwjn 
to  Washington. 

This  view  of  the  matter  is  forcibly  pngtfsii 
Abbott's  history  of  the  rebellion,  and  U  new* 
by  the  following  extracts  from  letters  writing 
officers  holding  at  that  time  high  position  mfc 
military  service.   General  Craig,  who  wfc  fr* 
Chief  of  Ordnance,  thus  writes :  44  There  m fe* 
doubt  the  destruction  of  the  arms  there  (HowA 
Ferry)  was  cause  of  great  disappointment  to  tb 
conspirators,  who  evidently  calculated  on  bo^ 
able  by  their  means  to  eouip  a  force4  sutaat  ta 
capture  the  capital,  half  filled  as  it  was  with  mi- 
tors  and  lukewarm  officials."   General  CuSa 
who  was  then  on  the  staff  of  Lieutgnant-fcunl 
Scott,  writes  as  follows :  •«  It  was  doubtless  tk 
design  of  the  rebels  to  procure  arms  there  (Hv- 
per's  Ferry)  and  move  on  Baltimore.  Washirf- 
ton  was  doubtless  the  ultimate  point  of  attack; 
but  the  whole  rebel  project  failed  by  the  deple- 
tion of  the  arms  at  Harper's  Ferry."  If  these 
views  are  correct,  is  it  not  probable  that  not  odr 
the  capital,  but  the  nation,  was  thus  saved?  For 
if  the  traitors  had  then  obtained  possessioo  of 
Washington,  the  concession  of  belligerent  rirte 
by  France  and  England  would  have  been  promptly 
followed  by  unconditional  recognition,  ana  meh» 
tard  orogeny  of  rebellion  —  to  quote  the  langoip 
of  Edmund  Burke,  similarly  applied — begotta 
"in  a  drunken  delirium,  produced  by  hot  rpirrti 
ojcttwriitwiiVta  *&sb&»&  <A  \udUU"  would  have  be* 
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Doc.  35. 

RE  OF  THE  CHESAPEAKE. 

)MMAKT>ER  NICKELS»S  REPORT. 

tates  Steadier  «4  Ella  and  Anna,"  j 
Boston,  December  23, 1863.  J 

cordance  with  Commodore  Montgom- 
f  the  ninth  instant,  to  proceed  to  sea 
i  search  of  the  pirate  *•  Chesapeake," 
way  at  twenty  minutes  to  one  P.  M.,  on 
tant,  and  proceeded  to  sea.  Arrived 
Maine,  on  the  twelfth  instant,  at  nine 
'  encountered  head  winds  and  thick 
I  left  on  the  same  day  at  ten  a.  m., 
at  the  "  Chesapeake  "  was  in  Marga- 
r.  S.  Arrived  off  Cross  Island,  the 
Margaret's  Bay,  at  six  P.  M.,  on  the 
The  weather  being  so  thick  we  could 
id  we  attempted  to  lay  in  sight  of  the 
thicker  weather  coming  on,  and  a 
from  the  southward,  we  could  not 
nd  until  two  P.  M.  on  the  fifteenth 
tie  eastward  of  our  port.  Finding  it 
a  get  into  Margaret's  Bay,  and  the 
»o  light  that  we  could  do  but  little 
rhich  was  blowing,  and  our  coal  being 
isted,  we  ran  into  Halifax.  Arrived 
rharf  at  half  past  five  P.  M.,  and  left  at 
laving  taken  in  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
)  for  La  Have,  N.  S.,  where  the  "  Chesa- 
then  reported  to  be.  AJJ  this  night  a 
as  blowing  from  the  westward,  render- 
it  to  get  to  the  windward.  Arrived  at 
the  sixteenth  instant,  at  three  P.M., and 
ate  had  left  that  place  the  night  before, 
th  of  the  river  that  morning.  We  then 
it  she  was  at  Lunenberg,  (twenty-five 
:,)  and  we  immediately  started  for  that 
se  arrived  at  half  past  six  P.  M.  Tele- 
nce  to  Halifax  for  news  of  her  where- 
h  we  received,  stating  that  the  "  Ches- 
ered  Mud  Cove,  Sambro  Harbor,  that 
re  immediately  got  under  way,  and  ran 
oouth  of  the  harbor,  where  we  remained, 
f  to  find  a  pilot  to  take  us  in  before  day- 
ten  steamed  iu  under  full  steam,  hoping 
pirates  asleep.  At  twenty  minutes  past 
nade  her  out,  with  a  schooner  alongside 
We  immediately  cleared  for  action, 
the  guns  on  the  starboard  side,  the 
led  to  board  Her  from,  as  we  had  news 
1  mounted  two  guns.  At  ten  minutes 
t  laid  our  ship  alongside,  striking 
t  heavily,  on  the  port  bow.  Upon 
r,  found  that  all  tne  pirates  had  es- 
>t  two  who  had  been  shipped  in  the 
We  immediately  commenced  coaling 
s  ship,  also  putting  stores,  and  a  prize 
(L  We  then  sent  an  armed  boat's  crew 
3  schooner  which  had  been  coaling  the 
>e,"  preparatory  to  leaving,  and  found 
Ilb  and  packages,  which  the  Captain  of 
•  acknowledged  to  have  been  taken  from 
peake,"  and  also  one  of  the  original 
bo  captured  the  steamer  off  Cape  Cod, 
9  found  secreted  in  the  cabin,  under 


buffalo  skins.  We  took  the  packages  and  trunks 
on  board  the  "  Chesapeake,"  transferring  the  pirate, 
together  with  the  other  two  found  on  board  the 
"  Chesapeake,"  to  the  "Ella  and  Anna,"  and 
placed  tnem  in  double  irons. 

I  neglected  to  say  that,  when  near  the  prize  the 
American  ensign  was  hoisted,  "  Union  down,"  by 
the  engineer,  one  of  the  original  crew  held  as 
prisoners  by  the  pirates  soon  after  the  pirates 
had  left  her  in  boats. 

At  one  P.  M.  finished  coaling,  and  put  Acting- 
Master  William  McGlown  in  charge  of  the  prize, 
with  written  orders  to  proceed  to  Boston,  and  re- 
port to  the  Commandant  of  the  navy  yard.  I 
immediately  got  under  way  with  prize  alongside, 
and  steamed  out  of  the  Cove.  At  the  mouth  of 
Sambro  Harbor  fell  in  with  the  United  States  sloop 
of  war  "  Dacotah,"  Captain  Cleary,  who  hailed  us, 
and  asked  if  that  was  the  "  Chesapeake."  I  replied 
in  the  affirmative.  He  then  asked,  "  Where  do  you 
proceed  with  your  prize  P  "  I  replied,  "To  Boston." 
He  then  asked,  "Did  you  catch  the  pirates ? "  I 
replied,  I  had  but  three.  He  then  told  me  to  re- 
pair on  board.  I  went  on  board,  when  he  ordered 
me  to  proceed  to  Halifax  with  the  prize  for  ad- 
judication ;  at  which  port  we  arrived  and  dropped 
anchor  at  quarter  before  four  p.  M.  I  immediately 
telegraphed  to  Commandant  Montgomery  of  my  ar- 
rival, and  of  my  capture.  The  matter  now  remains  in 
Captain  Geary's  hands,  who,  on  the  morning  of  the 
nineteenth,  ordered  me  to  transfer  the  prisoners  to 
the  custody  of  the  British  officers,  ana  to  turn  the 
prize  over  to  the  British  authorities.  Accord- 
ingly at  one  P.  M.  I  sent  Ensign  Coghlan  with  the 
three  prisoners  to  the  British  authorities  ap- 
pointed to  receive  them.  At  two  P.  M.  I  trans- 
ferred the  prize  to  the  British  authorities,  Captain 
O'Brien,  of  the  revenue  service,  taking  charge 
of  her. 

At  four  P.  M.  the  "  Dacotah  "  made  signals  for 
us  to  sail.  I  immediately  visited  the  General  com- 
manding that  post,  and  made  apology  for  not  call- 
ing, on  my  entrance  the  first  time,  and  sailed  at 
half  past  six  P.  M.  for  Boston,  where  we  arrived 
this  day. 

Before  closing  I  would  call  your  attention  to 
the  noble  conduct  of  all  my  officers,  all  of  whom 
volunteered  for  this  service.  Some  of  them  had 
just  returned  from  a  two  years'  cruise,  and  had  at 
this  time 'received  no  leave  of  absence  to  see  their 
families,  being  attached  to  the  "  Santiago  de 
Cuba."  The  others  were  attached  to  vessels  now 
refitting  in  Boston,  and  enjoying  a  few  days  in 
port  All  were  ready  for  any  duty  or  emergency, 
and  seconded  me  in  any  matter  I  proposed,  and 
underwent  the  hardships  of  a  cola  and  stormy 
cruise  cheerfully. 

Enclosed  please  find  a  list  of  the  officers,  show- 
ing the  duty  they  were  upon  when  attached  to 
this  ship. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

"  J.  F.  Nickels,  U.  S.  N., 

Acting  Vol.  Lieut.-Com.  U.  S.  Steamer  "  Ella  and  Anna." 

To  Admiral  Silas  Stringham, 

Commandant  Rwry  Xw^Tto%\«vu 


I  certify  the  above  Xo  \»  &taaA  row* 
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Doc.  36. 

THE  BATTLE  OF  CHICKAMAUGA. 
GENERAL  T.  J.  WOOD'S  REPORT. 

Headquarters  First  Division  ) 
Twenty-first  Army  Corps,  > 
Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  September  29,  1883.  > 

BlR :  At  early  dawn  of  the  morning  of  Sunday, 
the  sixteenth  August,  I  received  an  order  to  move 
with  my  division  from  Hillsboro',  Middle  Tennes- 
see, by  the  most  practicable  and  expeditious  route 
across  the  Cumberland  Mountain  to  Sherman  in 
the  Sequatchy  Valley. 

Wednesday  evening,  the  nineteenth,  was  the 
time  fixed  for  the  division  to  arrive  at  the  destina- 
tion assigned  to  it 

The  Second  brigade  ^Wagner's)  had  for  a 
month  previously  occupied  Pelhara,  near  the  foot 
of  the  mountains,  and  General  Wagner  had  been 
ordered  to  repair  the  road  up  the  mountains  known 
as  the  Park  road.  As  the  order  of  movement  left 
to  my  discretion  the  route  by  which  my  division 
should  cross  the  mountains,  I  determined  to  make 
the  ascent  by  the  Park  road,  thence  to  Tracy  City, 
thence  by  Johnson's  to  Purdon's,  where  I  would 
fall  into  the  road  leading  from  McMinnville,  by 
Altam  Cut,  to  Thurman. 

Immediately  on  receiving  the  order  I  despatched 
instructions  to  General  Wagner  to  commence  the 
ascent  of  the  mountains,  and  to  insure  his  being 
out  of  the  way  of  the  other  two  brigades,  I  directed 
he  should  continue  the  work  of  getting  up  his 
train  during  the  night  of  the  sixteenth.  This  was 
done,  and  early  on  the  morning  of  the  seven- 
teenth, the  road  being  free,  the  First  and  Third 
brigades,  with  their  baggage  trains  and  the  ammu- 
nition and  supply  trains  of  the  division,  began  to 
ascend  the  mountains. 

The  work  was  continued  unintermittedly  through 
the  day  and  entire  night  of  the  seventeenth,  and 
bv  ten  o'clock  of  the  eighteenth  the  whole  was  up. 
Wagner's  brigade  had  advanced  to  Tracy  City 
Monday  morning,  the  seventeenth,  with  orders  to 
move  forward  as  far  as  the  Thurman,  or  Anderson 
road,  on  Tuesday,  the  eighteenth.  I  allowed  the 
First  and  Third  brigades,  Buell's  and  Harker's,  to 
rest  until  one  p.  H.,  on  the  eighteenth,  and  then 
moved  to  Tracy  City.  Wagner  was  ordered  to  ad- 
vance on  the  Thurman  road  to  Thurman,'  Wednes- 
day morning,  select  a  good  encampment,  and 
await  my  arrival  there  witn  the  other  Second  bri- 
gades and  the  heavy  trains.  The  distance  from 
Tracy  City  to  Thurman  is  twenty-eight  miles, 
which  had  to  be  accomplished  in  one  day,  with 
the  First  and  Third  brigades,  their  batteries,  and 
the  trains  to  be  at  the  rendezvous  assigned  me  at 
the  designated  time.  At  four  o'clock  a.  m.,  on  the 
nineteenth,  the  march  was  commenced,  and  a  little 
after  nightfall  the  brigades  encamped  at  Thurman. 

The  order  for  the  general  movement  directed 
me  to  take  with  me  two  days'  subsistence  for  the 
men,  and  ten  days'  grain  for  the  animals.  I  de 
aceaded  into  the  Sequatchy  Valley  with  twenty- 


I  do  not  mention  this  fact  in  a  spirit  a 
but  simply  to  show  what  can  be  accomp 
intelligence,  good  judgment,  energy,  and 
ness  to  make  some  sacrifice  of  persona 
by  commanders. 

Every  experienced  and  educated  soldk 
that  one  of  the  greatest  drawbacks  on  the 
and  activity,  and  consequently  on  the  i 
power  of  an  army,  is  to  be  found  in  the  i 
baggage  and  supply  trains  that  usually  ace 
its  movements :  hence,  whatever  lessens  tl 
ber  of  vehicles  required  for  the  transport 
gage,  by  so  much  increases  the  efficiency 
army.  I  transported  all  the  supplies  I  tot 
Sequatchy  Valley  in  the  wagons  originally  i 
to  my  division  for  the  transportation  of  wgi 
and  staff  baggage. 

I  was  then  prepared  with  my  division  for 
paign  of  twenty-five  days  on  full  rations,  i 
days  on  half  rations.  The  additional  for 
quired  beyond  what  I  brought  with  bm 
have  been  found  in  the  country. 

In  conformity  with  the  order  for  the 
movement  I  despatched  Wagner's  brigavd 
on  Thursday  morning,  the  twentieth,  to  tl 
tern  slope  of  Naldron's  ridge,  to  make  W 
of  a  show  of  force,  and  at  the  same  time 
observe,  and,  if  opportunity  permitted,  to 
the  enemy.  Witn  the  other  two  brigai 
and  Third,  I  remained  encamped  at  Thu 
the  early  morning  of  the  first  of  Sept* 
then  moved*  in  conformity  to  orders,  t 
lower  down  in  the  valley. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  second 
an  order  to  send  one  of  my  brigades 
mound,  to  cross  the  Tennessee  River, 
brigade  was  immediately  put  in  motion 
order,  and,  under  the  skilful  mana 
Colonel  Buell,  was  thrown  across  the  r 
and  without  accident  during  the  night 
the  morning  of  the  third,  I  moved  wit! 
brigade  and  the  ammunition  and  ambu 
to  the  crossing,  and  with  the  energeti 
cious  assistance  of  Colonel  Harker,  had 
passed  rapidly  across  without  accident, 
encamped  at  Shellmound  until  Saturda 
the  firth,  awaiting  orders,  the  delay 
sioned  by  the  necessity  of  waiting  for 
trains,  which  had  been  sent  across  1 
Bridgeport. 

During  the  afternoon  of  the  fifth  I  : 
order  to  move  with  the  two  brigades  c 
ion  with  me,  via  Whiteside  and  the 
to  the  junction  of  the  Nashville  and  ( 
Railroad  with  the  Trenton  Railroad,  f 
pose  of  observing  and  threatening  the  • 
ed  on  the  spur  of  Lookout  Mountain, 
as  far  as  Whiteside  Saturday  afternoo 
ing.  Early  Sunday  morning  I  conti 
vance,  Harker's  brigade  leading.  Soc 
parties  of  the  enemy  were  encounterc 
rapidly*  fell  back  before  my  steady  on1 
ment,  though  the  country  through  wh 
of  march  led  me  is  most  favorable  to 


£ve  days'  subsistence  for  the  men,  and  wxteenA  oWm\fc  t**\%\&t^  *  small  fbi 
days'  grain  for  the  animals.  \  "ftaawsroa.  >JLwataM^\  fe» 
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ate  imminent  danger.  I  learned  satisfactorily, 
during  the  afternoon  of  the  sixth,  that  the  spur  of 
Lookout  Mountain  was  held  by  Chatham's  divis- 
ion, supported  immediately  in  rear  of  Ilindmairs 
(late  Withers'*)  division,  being  the  whole  of  Lieu- 
tenant-General Polk's  Corps.  My  two  small  bri- 
gades confronted  this  force.  About  eight  a.  M.  in 
the  morning  of  the  seventh,  I  received  a  copy  of 
a  communication  addressed  by  the  commanding 
General  to  the  Corps  commander,  saying  that  he 
thought  it  would  be  safe  (judging  from  some  indi- 
cations he  kid  obtained  of  the  movements  of  the 
enemy)  to  threaten  the  enemy  on  the  spur  of 
Lookout  Mountain  with  a  part  of  my  force.  This 
communication  the  corps  commander  appeal's  to 


^nteiiableness  of  the  position  at  the  junction  of 
e»  r^^^vay  for  on  inferior  force  to  receive  an  at 
**©k>  from  a  superior  one.    The  position  is  entire!) 
^jPJ-pi  capable  of  being  assailed  simultaneously  in 
on  both  flanks,  and  in  rear.    I  was  well 
•™»fied  I  was  in  the  immediate  proximity  of  a 
■til?  *ar$e  f°rce  0I*  tne  t-'ncn*y»  (wnich  cuuld  be 
further  swelled  in  a  very  short  time.)  Tins 
formation  I  had  gained  satisfactorily  during 
advance ;  and  it  was  strengthened  and  corrob- 
during  the  afternoon  and  eveuing  of  the 
V^h-  At  two  o'clock  P.  M.  I  communicated  to 
r>ie  ^WJ»  commander  my  position  se\en  miles  from 
"lottanooga,  (being  at  the  junction  of  the  rail- 
^y.)  informed  him  of  my  immediate  proximity  to 
w  enemy,  and  attempted  to  describe  briefly"  the 
objects  which  debarred  my  farther  progress  to 
Chattanooga.    At  four  p.  M.  I  communicated  to 
Mm  the  result  of  further  observations,  and  some 
facts  omitted  in  my  note  of  two  r.  M.    In  my 
note  of  two  P.  M.  I  suggested  that  he  should  move 
part  of  the  force  immediately  with  him,  to  cover 
my  rear  from  a  reverse  attack.    This  he  declined 
to  do,  on  the  ground  of  a  want  of  authority,  and 
indicated  that  in  case  I  should  be  attacked  by  a 
superior  force  1  would  have  to  fall  back  on  him, 
also  indicating  that  if  I  should  have  to  retreat,  I 
had  better  do  so  by  the  Trenton  road.    1  had 
already  opened  communication  with  him  by  that 
road.  Not  intending  to  retreat  except  as  a  matter 
of  direct  necessity  and  last  extremity,  and  as  the 
evidence  continued  to  increase  during  the  evening 
that  I  would  be  attacked  in  heavy  force  early  next 
morning,  I  determined  to  sin  ft  my  command  a 
mile  and  a  half  to  the  rear,  to  a  very  strong  and 
highly  defensible  position,  in  which  I  was  satisfied 
I  could  maintain  myself  against  almost  any  odds 
for  a  long  time,  and  if  finally  overpowered,  could 
*  draw  off  my  command  to  the  rear.    From  this 
position  I  could  maintain  my  communication  by 


.out  Mountain  Valley,  and  then  followed  down 
.  ▼  alley  northward  to  the  junction  of  the  two 
As  I  moved  down  the  valley  the  ene- 
«£nal  stations  on  the  crest  of  Lookout 
ountam  were  i;i  full  and  perfect  view,  evidently 
ticitiiitf  my  advance,  andTapidly  communicating 
result  of  their  observations  to  the  rear.  At 
Jm  Junction  of  the  railway  my  command  was 
about  two  to  two  and  a  half  miles  from  the  enemy's 
advanced  works ;  but  the  outposts  and  pickets 
were  much  nearer  each  other,  in  fact,  in  hearing 
distance.  As  I  was  well  aware  that  the  enemy  had 
been  able  to  learn  from  his  signal  stations  "with 
very  close  approximate  correctness  the  strength 

of  my  command,  and  hence  would  be  most  likely ,  4  -  - 

disposed  tj  take  advantage  of  my  inferiority  of  i  have  construed  into  an  order  to  moke  a  reconnois- 
force  unci  attempt  to  crush  me  by  a  sudden  blow, ,  sauce  in  force,  and  accordingly  ordered  that  I 
I  immediately  made  the  best  possible  disposition  j  should  make  such  a  reconnoissance  without  loss  of 
to  foil  lii m  in  such  an  attempt.  In  making  these  Lime.  I  accordingly  commenced  at  once  to  make 
Qupositioiis  I  soon  became  convinced  of  the  utter  niy  preparations  for  making  the  reconnoissance, 

and  actually  made  it  at  the  earliest  possible  mo- 
(  meat  compatible  with  the  safety  of  the  command 
The  position  is  entirely  j  and  the  assurance  of  the  success  of  the  reconnois- 
sance itself.  As  the  results  of  the  reconnoissance 
have  hitherto  been  reported,  I  will  not  now  reca- 
pitulate them.  After  taking  the  necessary  pre- 
cautions for  insuring  the  safety,  as  far  as  possible, 
of  the  command  to  be  engaged  in  the  reconnois- 
sance, and  the  assurance  of  the  success  of  the  re- 
connaissance, I  committed  the  conduct  of  it  to  that 
gallant  and  accomplished  officer,  Colonel  llarkcr, 
commanding  the  Third  brigade  of  my  division.  I 
instructed  him  to  proceed  with  the  utmost  circum- 
spection, but  to  force  his  command  as  near  to  the 
enemy's  position  as  he  might  deem  prudent.  This 
point  I  was  of  course  compelled  to  submit  to  his 
judgment.  It  affords  me  the  greatest  satisfaction 
to  record,  in  a  permanent,  official  manner,  that 
Colonel  Ilarker  conducted  the  reconnoissance  in 
exact  conformity  with  my  wishes  and  instructions. 

Securing  well  his  flanks  and  rear  from  being 
assailed  without  timely  notice,  he  drove  his  solid 
line  to  within  some  thousand  yards  of  the  enemy's 
batteries,  (and  his  line  of  skirmishers  to  within 
some  six  hundred  yards,)  when  twelve  guns  opened 
on  him,  and  then  drew  off  his  command,  with  the 
loss  of  but  one  man.  I  know  no  parallel  in  mili- 
tary history  to  this  reconnoissance.  My  command 
being  much  jaded  and  worn  by  the  labors  of  the 
several  preceding  days,  I  allowed  it  to  rest  during 
the  eighth.  But  I  was  on  the  alert  to  gain  infor- 
mation of  the  movements  and  designs  of  the  ene- 
my. Near  nightfall  I  obtained  some  information 
which  led  me  to  suspect  the  enemy  was  evacuating 
Chattanooga,  but  the  individuals  who  gave  it  were 
by  no  means  positive.  With  a  view  to  verifying 
this  information,  J  addressed  a  note  to  the  Corps 
commander,  informing  him  that  I  had  observed 
some  mysterious  indications  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy,  of  which  I  proposed  to  compel  a  develop- 


the  Trenton  road  with  the  force  immediately  with  J  ment  by  a  reconnoissance  in  force  early  next  motn- 

irg.    During  the  night  I  received  a  reply  to  my 
note,  saying  the  Corps  commander  could  not  ap- 
prove the  making  the  reconnoissance  on  account 
the  time  in  hearing  of  the  enemy's  jricUet a.    My  j  of  some  indication*  ot  w  ^\\\!YvA\SL^^e\\\.vA  ^Swa. 
command  was  thus  safely  extricated  frum  immedi- !  army,  but  thai  \\e  \\ouU\  iv&iT  \\\^ 


the  Corps' commander.  The  movement  was  com- 
menced at  ten  o'clock  r.  m.,  the  sixth,  and  made 
with  perfect  success,  though  my  pickets  were  at 
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manding  General.  Confidently  believing  the  com- 
manding General  would  approve  my  proposition  to 
make  the  reconnoissance,  I  held  my  command  in 
readiness  for  the  movement.  In  the  mean  time 
General  Wagner,  having  with  him  the  Second 
brigade  of  my  division,  had  received  information 
on  the  northern  side  of  the  river  that  the  enemy 
was  evacuating  Chattanooga. 

The  information  having  been  communicated  to 
the  commanding  General  of  the  army,  an  order 
was  despatched  to  me  to  move  my  command  to 
Chattanooga,  prepared  for  a  vigorous  pursuit  of 
the  enemy. 

This  agreeable  order  was  joyfully  obeyed,  and 
in  a  very  few  minutes  my  command  was  in  rapid 
motion.  Between  my  late  camp  in  Lookout 
Mountain  Valley  and  the  spur  of  the  mountain 
my  command  was  overtaken  by  the  Ninety-second 
Illinois  mounted  infantry,  commanded  by  Colonel 
Adkins,  who  informed  me  he  had  been  ordered  to 
press  forward  to  Chattanooga  with  n)\  haste,  to 
secure  any  property  the  enemy  might  have  left 
behind,  and  to  discover  something  of  his  lines  of 
retreat  I  allowed  his  regiment  to  pass  my  com- 
mand j  but  on  the  spur  of  the  mountain  I  overtook 
the  regiment,  haltea,  when  the  Colonel  informed 
me  that  the  enemy's  skirmishers  outflanked  his, 
and  his  further  progress  was  debarred.  I  immedi- 
ately threw  forwavd  the  Twenty-sixth  Ohio,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Young  commanding,  to  the  right 
and  higher  up  the  mountain  side  than  the  skir- 
mishers of  Colonel  Adkins  extended,  and  rapidly 
drove  the  enemy's  skirmishers  from  the  mountain 
side.  No  further  opposition  was  encountered  in 
occupying  Chattanooga,  and  the  Ninety-second 
Illinois  pushed  rapidly  into  the  town,  followed  bv 
my  First  and  Third  brigades.  The  Second  bri- 
gade crossed  from  the  north  side  of  the  river  dur- 
ing the  afternoon  and  evening  of  the  ninth.  The 
colors  of  the  Ninety-seventh  Ohio,  of  the  Second 
brigade  of  my  division,  were  the  first  planted  on 
the  works  of  Chattanooga,  having  been  brought 
across  the  river  by  a  few  men  in  a  small  boat 
early  m  the  morning.  Thus  was  this  great  stra- 
tegic position,  the  long-sought  goal,  gained  to  us, 
and  occupied  by  our  troops ! 

Placing  myself  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  oc- 
cupation in  communication  with  most  intelligent 
and  reliable  citizens,  I  learned  that  a  portion  of 
the  enemy's  troops  had  retreated  by  the  Cove 
road,  and  that  the  remainder,  with  the  baggage 
and  the  material  of  war,  had  retreated  by  the  Ross- 
ville and  Lafayette  road.  I  was  informed  further 
that  Buckner  s  command,  which  had  been  posted 
at  Tvner's  Station,  on  the  railway,  had  retreated 
by  Johnson,  to  Ringgold ;  but  I  subsequently 
learned  that  he  did  not  go  so  far  eastward  as  Ring- 
gold, but  passed  through  Greysville,  and  thence 
to  Lafayette.  The  bulk  of  these  facts  I  reported 
to  the  commander  of  the  Corps  immediately  on  his 
arrival,  and  by  him  I  am  informed  they  were  com- 
municated to  the  commanding  General.  My  di- 
vision remained  in  Chattanooga  until  the  morning 
of  the  tenth.   I  then  received  an  ordet  to  detail 


ville  and  Ringgold  Road.    The  Second  hnpi 
was  detailed  to  remain  in  Chattanooga.  At  A 
a.  M.  of  the  tenth,  I  led  the  First  and  Iainlai 
gades  out  of  Chattanooga,  to  commence  the pa£ 
of  the  enemy.    At  two  p.  M.  of  that  day  14 
vised  the  Corps  commander  of  the  reported 
ence  of  a  considerable  force  on  my  neb  afc 
and  at  half  past  seven  P.  M.  I  farther  advwdttl 
that  I  had  taken  a  "  contraband  "  daring  tkii 
afternoon,  who  reported  the  bulk  of  the  nU 
army,  with  General  Bragg  in  person,  at  Goriai 
Mill",  on  the  Chickamauga,  where  it  is  crowd  If 
the  Rossville  and  Lafayette  road.  Iwuiacnfc 
lous  of  the  story,  and  so  expressed  nmdf;  ht 
if  true,  it  was  so  important  it  should  be  torn, 
that  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  report  his  niwam 
It  is  due  to  the  humble  person  who  formsW» 
this  invaluable  information  to  record  tint  aia> 
quent  developments  proved  his  report  to  ll 
singularly  accurate  and  correct.  Basedonwrsl 
of  half  past  seven  p.  M.  of  the  tenth,  a  «■■■ 
nication  was  sent  me  by  the  commanding  Oead 
to  send  a  brigade  by  the  way  of  Ros8Yille,to«fc 
a  reconnoissance  in  the  direction  of  GordorfiH 
with  a  view  to  verifying  the  truth  of  the  * 
band's"  report.    Tne  order  was  receded  at  si 
daylight  of  the  morning  of  the  eleventh.  Cotal 
Harker's  brigade  was  immediately  sent  to 
this  service.     About  the  time  Harkef*  hopfc 
was  moving,  the  Corps  commander  armed  «■ 
camp.    I  was  directed  by  him  to  mote  fa* 
with  my  remaining  brigade  two  miles  onthe&fr 
gold  road,  and  there  to  await  further  orden.  ] 
order  was  obeyed.    At  half  past  three  P.  lL.dk 
awaiting  further  instructions,  I  received  an  sfc 
from  the  commanding  General  to  move  apoafc 
country,  by  the  shortest  and  most  exnedlliU 
route,  to  the  Rossville  and  Lafayette  roao,  toss 
port  Colonel  Harker.    Near  the  same  boor  In 
ceived  a  note  from  Colonel  Harker,  informing  i 
that  he  had  been  driving  the  enemy  all  day,  i 
had  arrived  within  three  miles  of  Gordon*!  H 
I  immediately  sent  him  an  order  to  press  fon 
to  the  mill,  and  informing  him  that  I  would  m 
a  junction  there  with  him  during  the  evening. ' 
junction  was  made,  and  fortunately*  for  Hai 
had  been  driving  his  little  brigade  ail  day  agi 
a  vastly  superior  force,  the  rear  guard  of  the  i 
my's  great  army.    A  full  report  of  this  briD 
and  dangerous  reconnoissance  has  been  tin 
made,  and  it  is  not  now  necessary  that  I  ah 
say  more  than  that  it  was  superbly  made. 

When  I  arrived  at  Gordon's  Mill,  at  half 
eight  p.  M.,  of  the  eleventh,  the  enemy's  camp 
could  be  distinctly  seen  on  the  other  side  of 
creek.  Their  light  reflected  over  a  wide  sectw 
the  horizon,  and  extending  upward  on  the  heti 
told  that  the  foe  was  present  in  considerable  I 
It  was  my  intention  to  continue  the  pursuit  i 
next  morning,  the  twelfth,  but  till  eiget  o'clock 
the  atmosphere  was  so  loaded  with  haze,  fog, 
smoke,  that  it  was  difficult  to  see  a  hundred  j 
in  advance.  While  I  was  waiting  for  the  tfc 
yptate  to  become  sufficiently  clear  to  continw 


one  brigade  to  occupy  the  town,  and  move  mlV  \  w«w^     oA«  \»  iwntui  at  Gore 

the  other  two  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  by  t\ifc  "Ro%*-\       wfl5\  \>n&  Care^*  rotiH&ax&Bt  «xfro&'&*a9 
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visions  of  the  corps.  This  was 
;  afternoon  of  the  twelfth.  My 
mined  quiet  during  the  thirteenth, 
leeded  rest.   During  the  evening 

a  copy  of  a  letter  of  instructions 
nding  General  to  the  Corps  com 
aished  me  by  the  latter,  in  which 
to  leave  my  command  at  Gordon's 
i  with  the  other  two  divisions  to 
ssionary  Ridge,  with  a  view  to  fa- 
icentration  with  the  other  corps 
y  orders  directed  me  to  try  stoutly 
position  at  Gordon's  Mill,  but  if 
perior  force,  to  fall  back  slowly, 

to  Rossvilie,  where  it  was  sup- 
be  supported  by  Major-General 
in  case  of  extremity ;  and  in  case 
upported  at  Rossvilie  by  Granger, 
>  select  a  position  guarding  the 

0  Chattanooga  and  around  the 
t  Mountain,  and  hold  them  at  all 
red  to  make  the  most  stubborn 
don's  Mill,  I  took  advantage  of 
r  strong  and  defensible  position, 
ay  entire  front  and  flanks  strongly. 

1  could  have  successfully  resisted 
a  vastly  superior  force. 

ption  of  an  occasional  firing  on 

enemy  left  me  undisturbed  at 
till  between  eleven  A.  M.  and 
iday,  the  eighteenth  instant.  A 
f  his  light  troops,  supported  by 

line  on  my  right  front,  drove  in 
•  as  the  creek,  but  no  effort  wa9 
!  stream.  Such  an  attempt  would 
,  and  cost  the  enemy  dearly.  At 
t  P.  M.  a  force,  apparently  about 
lr  regiments,  emerged  from  the 
uthern  side  of  the  creek,  nearly 
ltre  of  my  position,  apparently 
n  of  forcing  a  passage  at  the  ford 

A  few  well-directed  shots  from 
y  soon  forced  him  to  relinquish 

seek  the  shelter  of  the  woods, 
nued  to  hover  in  my  front  during 
3on,  making,  however,  no  serious 

accordingly  became  reasonably 
demonstrations  were  only  a  mask 
i,  that  of  passing  a  heavy  force 

lower  down,  with  a  view  to  turn- 
cutting  our  communications  with 

communicated  my  opinion  on 
commanding  General  at  his  head- 

the  evening  of  the  eighteenth. 
y  the  opening  of  a  terrific  engage- 
as  early  as  half  past  eight  A.  M.  on 
roops  had  been  moved  to  our  left 
t  of  the  eighteenth  to  meet  the 
battle  continued  throughout  the 
o  the  afternoon,  but  my  command 
>n's  Mill  until  three  o'clock  p.  M. 
eceived  a  verbal  order  from  the 
jr,  through  one  of  his  staff,  to 
Dmmand,  and  to  take  position,  as 
em  ember,  on  the  right  of  some 
Van  CJeve'a  division.  Through- 


out the  entire  preceding  part  of  the  day  I  had 
distinctly  observed  a  considerable  force  in  front 
of  mv  position  at  Gordon's  Mill,  and  just  before 
I  had  received  the  order  to  move  into  action  a 
"  contraband  "  came  into  my  lines,  from  whom  I 
learned  that  this  force  was  the  division  of  General 
Bushrod  Johnson. 

Knowing  that  it  would  pass  the  creek  immediately 
»on  my  evacuating  mv  position,  if  it  should  not  be 
occupied  by  some  other  troops,  I  despatched  one 
of  my  Aids-de-camp  to  the  commanding  Gen- 
eral, to  inform  him  of  the  presence  of  this  force  in 
my  then  front,  and  to  suggest  that  at  least  a  bri- 
gade should  be  sent  to  occupy  the  position  so  soon 
as  I  should  vacate  it.  On  his  way  to  the  headquar- 
ters of  the  commanding  General  my  Aid-de-camp 
encountered  Major-General  McCook,  to  whom  he 
communicated  the  object  of  his  mission  to  head- 
quarters. General  McCook  immediately  ordered 
a  brigade  from  his  corps  to  move  into  position  at 
Gordon's  Mill.  My  Aid-de-camn  rode  on  to 
headquarters  and  reported  what  had  been  done  to 
the  commanding  General,  who  approved  the  dis- 
position. No  delay,  however,  tad  occurred  on 
this  account  in  the  movement  of  my  command 
from  Gordon's  Mill.  Immediately  on  the  receipt 
of  the  order  my  command  was  put  in  rapid  mo- 
tion for  the  scene  of  the  great  conflict.  As  already 
remarked,  the  order  directed  me  to  take  position 
on  the  right  of  General  Van  Cleve's  command,  but 
as  I  was  totally  ignorant  of  his  position  in  the 
battle,  and  met  no  one  on  my  arrival  on  the  field 
to  enlighten  me,  I  found  myself  much  embarrassed 
for  the  want  of  information,  whereas  I  could  bring 
my  command  judiciously  and  effectively  into  ac- 
tion. It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  many  of 
the  troops  were  engaged  in  the  woods,  and  that 
it  was  next  to  impossible  to  gain  information  by 
sight  of  the  arrangement  of  the  troops  already 
engaged. 

This  information  could  only  be  given  by  gen- 
eral and  staff  officers,  posted  in  advance  to  aid  in 
bringing  the  troops  arriving  freshly  on  the  ground 
into  action  properly.  Fortunately,  shortly  after 
mv  arrival  on  the  field  I  met  General  Davis,  from 
whom  I  received  some  useful  information  in  regard 
to  the  status  of  the  conflict.  From  him  I  learned 
that  his  left  brigade,  Haynes's,  was  sorely  pressed 
and  needed  assistance.  While  I  was  in  conference 
with  him,  a  staff  officer  informed  him  that  Colonel 
Havnes  reported  he  could  not  maintain  his  position, 
and  at  the  same  instant  I  saw  a  stream  of  fugi- 
tives pouring  out  of  the  woods  across  the  Ross- 
vilie and  Lafayette  road,  and  over  the  field  to  the 
west  of  it  These,  I  learned,  belonged  to  Haynes's 
brigade  of  Davis's  division.  It  was  evident  a  cri- 
sis was  at  hand ;  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  before 
which  these  men  were  retiring,  must  be  checked 
at  once,  or  the  army  would  be  cut  in  twain.  De- 
siring Major  Mendenhall,  of  the  Corps  comman- 
der's staff,  who  chanced  to  be  near  me  at  the  mo- 
ment, to  go  and  rally  the  fugitives  rushing  across 
the  field  on  the  west  side  of  the  road,  I  at  once 
commenced  my  dispositions  to  check  the  advan- 
cing foe.  When  I  iir&t  mc\.  Ostv«^\^n\,& 
'field  I  had  inquired  of  Yum  niW*  xJaa 
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He  pointed  into  the  woods,  whence  the  roar  and 
rattle  of  a  very  sharp  musketry  fire  resounded, 
and  told  me  that  Haynes's  brigade  was  heavily 
engaged  in  there.  I  immediately  directed  Col- 
onel Harker  to  form  his  brigade  in  battle  array 
nearly  parallel  to  the  Rossville  and  Lafayette  road, 
advance  into  the  woods,  and  engage  the  enemy. 
But  the  evidence  immediately  brought  to  my  no- 
tice, that  Haynes's  brigade  was  retiring,  made  a 
change  in  this  position  necessary.  I  consequent- 
ly directed  Colonel  Harker  to  throw  forward  his 
right,  holding  his  left  as  a  pivot  on  the  road,  thus 
giving  his  line  an  oblique  direction  to  the  road, 
and  then  advance  his  whole  line.  By  this  dispo- 
sition I  hoped  to  be  able  to  take  the  enemy's  ad- 
vancing force  in  flank.  These  dispositions,  though 
expeditiously  made,  were  scarcely  completed,  when 
a  staff  officer  rode  up,  and  reported  that  the  en- 
emy had  gained  the  road  and  was  advancing  up  it 
in  the  direction  of  Gordon's  Mill.  This  informa- 
tion rendered  necessary  a  further  change  in  the 
arrangement  of  Harker 's  brigade.  I  ordered  him 
to  refuse  his  left,  which  brought  the  left  half  of  his 
line  at  right  angles  to  the  road,  and  gave  to  his 
whole  front  the  form  of  a  broken  line,  with  the 
apex  towards  the  enemy.  In  this  shape  he  ad- 
vanced rapidly,  engaged  the  enemy,  and  drove  him 
between  a  half  and  three  fourths  of  a  mile.  I  fol- 
lowed his  advance  nearly  half  a  mile,  and  finding 
he  was  doing  well,  as  well  as  having  perfect  con- 
fidence in  his  ability  to  handle  his  brigade,  I  re- 
marked to  him  that  I  would  then  leave  him  and 
go  to  look  after  my  other  brigade,  Colonel  Buell 
commanding,  which  had  followed  Harker's  to  the 
field  of  battle.  For  the  details  of  the  severe  con- 
flict through  which  Harker's  brigade  passed  at 
this  stage  of  the  battle,  for  an  account  of  the  val- 
uable service  it  rendered  in  checking  the  force 
which  threatened  to  cut  the  right  of  the  army  from 
the  left,  for  a  report  of  the  heavy  loss  of  gallant 
officers  and  men  which  occurred  here,  and  for  a 
description  of  the  skilful  manner  in  which  the  bri- 
gade was  extricated  from  the  perils  by  which  it 
became  environed  from  encountering  in  its  advance 
a  vastly  superior  force,  I  must  refer  to  the  more 
detailed  report  of  Colonel  Harker.  The  list  of 
casualties  attests  the  severity  of  the  fighting.  The 
gallant  commander  himself  had  two  horses  shot 
under  him.  Bradley's  battery,  attached  to  Har- 
ker's brigade,  owing  to  the  density  of  the  woods 
into  which  the  brigade  advanced,  did  not  accom- 
pany it.  The  signal  service  which  this  battery 
rendered  at  a  later  period  of  the  action  will  be 
chronicled  at  the  proper  time.  Leaving  Harker's 
brigade,  I  returned  to  where  I  had  ordered  Col- 
onel Buell  to  halt  and  form  his  brigade.  When  I 
first  met  General  Davis  on  the  field  of  battle, 
I  was  informed  by  him  that  Carlin's  brigade  of 
his  division  was  hotly  engaged  in  the  woods  in 
advance,  or  eastward,  of  the  cornfield  in  which 
our  meeting  occurred.   The  sharp  and  quick  rat- 


was  fortunate  I  did  so,  for  ere  long  Grirtfcfcl"^ 
gade  was  swept  back  oat  of  the  woodi,aemfc 

cornfield,  and  into  the  woods  beyond  the  We 
the  western  side  of  the  road,  carrying  erefjtky 
away  with  it   When  I  observed  the  nu  mm 
the  cornfield,  I  was  near  to  the  One  Handprint 
nois.    With  a  view  to  checking  toe  adnMj 
and  exultant  enemy,  I  ordered  Colonel  BirtfaQ 
commanding  One  Hundredth  Illinois,  tofixby- 
onets  and  charge  on  the  foe.   The  baronet*  i« 
properly  fixed,  and  the  regiment  had  jwte» 
menced  to  advance,  when  it  was  a  truck  by 
of  fugitives,  and  swept  away  in  the  geoenlB^ 
The  whole  of  Buell  s  brigade  was  thus  cmie44 
its  feet.    It  was  necessary  that  it  should  &^ 
across  the  narrow  field  on  the  western  «to<ito 
road  to  the  edge  of  the  wood,  under  wbose  cm 
it  rallied.    As  soon  as  possible  it  was  formed il« 
the  fence  separating  the  field  from  the  woodi,4 
with  the  aid  of  a  part  of  Carlin's  brig*dr,iaii 
regiment  of  Wilder's  brigade,  diimounJed,* 
pulsed  the  enemy.   This  result  was  gran;  » 
tribute d  to  by  the  heavy  and  most  effective 
short  range,  of  Bradley's  and  Estep'fl  tatak 
At  this  cntical  moment  these  two  batteria  m 
most  splendidly  served.    The  nancw  field  ins*  ! 
ing  the  woods  on  the  west  from  the  Rwwk"! 
Lafayette  road  is  scarcely  two  hundred  yak 
wide.   Buell's  brigade  was  formed  just  eat  ^ 
the  road,  when  it  was  struck  by  Carlin's  hrigki 
it  hence  had  to  retire,  but  the  distance  ufc* 
than  two  hundred  yards  to  get  the  shelter  of 
woods  for  re-forming.    But  in  crossing  this  AS- 
row  space  it  suffered  terribly.    The  killed  ui 
wounded  were  thickly  strewn  on  the  grand 
Captain  George,  Fifteenth  Indiana,  of  my  s&3, 
was  struck  by  a  ball  and  knocked  from  hi  tam 
by  my  side. 

So  soon  as  the  enemy  was  repulsed,  I  addrewd 
myself  to  forming  Colonel  Buell's  brigade,  fo:  to 
purpose  of  advancing  it  to  recover  the  lost  growl 
Order  being  restored,  and  a  sufficiently  solid  for- 
mation acquired  to  warrant  an  advance,  I  kd  the 
brigade  back  in  person,  and  reoccupied  the 
ground  from  which  it  had  been  forced,  the  side  oa 
which  it  was  orignally  formed. 

In  this  advance  my  horse  was  twice  shot,  the 
second  one  proving  fatal.  I  dismounted  one  nf 
my  orderlies  near  me  and  took  his  horse.  Ia  this 
advance  a  portion  of  Carlin's  brigade  participated, 
led  by  General  Carlin.  Estep's  battery,  attached 
to  Buell's  brigade,  accompanied  the"  advance. 
Scarcely  had  the  lost  ground  been  repossetsed, 
when  the  enemy  emerged  from  the  woods  on  the 
eastern  side  of  the  cornfield,  and  commenced  to 
cross  it.  lie  was  formed  in  two  lines,  and  **  ad- 
vanced firing."  The  appearance  of  his  force  wm 
large.  Fortunately  reinforcements  were  at  hand. 
A  compact  brigade,  of  Sheridan's  division,  not 
hitherto  engaged,  was  at  the  moment  crossing  the 
field  in  the  rear  of  the  position  then  occupied  bj 

"Rnoll'o  Kvnnrnrlo  art  A  tVkA  nnvfinn  mt  #**«.«12m**  Tl»i« 


VVU    ULi\,\.  Ljllp   uttui  i  VUi        A  uv,    nuiuji  HUU  ijuivn    1Mb-  *v»  *u   witw  vuv.     ^/vnilMWU     UWU  UVA. ! 

tie  of  musketry  fully  assured  the  correctness  of  Buell's  brigade  and  the  portion  of  Corlin'sl  This 
the  statement.  Seeing  no  other  reserve  at  hand,  I  fresh  brigade  advanced  handsomely  into  action, 
and  assured  that  both  Harker  and  Carlin  were  I  and  joining  its  fire  to  that  of  the  other  troops, 
seriously  engnged,  I  determined  to  \\o\d  TiueWsA  mosl  m^teTAt&N ycl  reoelling  a  most  danger- 
brignde'in  hand  to  meet  emergencies.    Aivd  \t\ow%  aXXadtk.         ^c£a       tor*  facub  *s«r 


DOCUMENTS. 


829 


i  ^^ferttble  loss  had  been  inflicted  on  us.  The  enemy 
^£vsnced  near  enough  to  cut  down  so  many  horses 
mn  B**£P*8  hattery  that  he  could  not  bring  off  his 
mnms  ;  but  as  our  infantry  held  its  ground,  they 
2d  not  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

/ifter  the  attack  had  been  repelled  some  of  the 
•wmn  of  the  brigade  of  Sheridan's  division  kindly 
^revr  the  pieces  to  the  ravine,  or  rather  dip  in  the 
ground    in  rear  of  the  ridge  on  which  tho  battery 
■^nw  ported,  where  Captain  Estep  retook  possession 
«rf  them-   For  this  act  of  soldierly  fraternity  and 
limine I  desire  publicly  and  officially  to  return 
My  tli  a lis,  and  those  of  my  division,  to  the  troops 
"wo  rendered  it,  and  I  only  regret  that  I  do  not 
luow  -tlic  number  of  the  brigade  and  the  name  of 
ito  commander,  that  I  might  more  distinctly  sig- 
nage tliem  in  my  report.    The  day  was  now  far 
•pat,  in  truth,  it  was  now  near  sunset.    Xo  fur- 
tner    serious  demonstrations  were  made  by  the 
««ny  on  our  immediate  front.    The  troops  were 
pwjed  in  a  strong  position  to  resist  a  night  at- 
wi    **le  brigade  °^  khcridan*s  division  and  Bucll's 
"jSuile  being  in  juxtaposition,  the  former  on  the 
"©it  and  the  latter  on  the  left, 
fciarker's  brigade  was  held  as  a  reserve  in  the 
of  the  woods  on  the  western  side  of  the 
ta*   '  Unc*  Bradley's  battery  was  posted  near  to  it, 
5  ^?Ver  the  troops  in  the  frontline.    Just  after 
^JJ^^l  a  sharp  fire  ran  along  the  line,  caused  by 
t^P*  movement  °f  tne  enemy,  which  at  first  was 
for  an  advance,  but  in  the  end  proved  it  to 
«e  nothing  more  than  a  picket  demonstration. 
Jaded,  worn,  and  thirsty,  the  men  laid  down  to 
pew  a  cheerless,  comfortless  night  on  the  battle- 
field It  affords  me  much  pleasure  here  to  record 
l  Samaritan  deed  rendered  to  my  division  during 
the  night  by  Colonel  Harrison,  of  the  Thirty-ninth 
Indiana,  and  a  part  of  his  mounted  regiment, 
lie  men  were  very  thirsty,  but  the  distance  to 
water  was  so  great  that  but  a  few  could  hope  to 
get  permission  to  go  for  it.    During  the  night 
Colonel  Harrison  brought  us  Borne  four  hundred 
canteens  of  good  water.    They  were  distributed 
among  my  men  as  equitably  as  possible,  and 
proved  the  cooling  drop  to  the  thirsty  soldiers. 
Estep's  battery  was  refitted  during  the  night,  and 
was  ready  for  service  the  next  morning.  Between 
midnight  and  daylight  of  the  morning  of  Che 
twentieth  I  received  an  order  to  move  my  com- 
mand to  a  position  on  the  slope  of  Missionary 
Ridge,  to  be  held  there  as  a  part  of  the  reserve  of 
the  army  in  the  coming  conflict  of  the  morning. 

The  movement  was  quietly  and  successfully 
made.  In  the  early  morning  I  was  directed  to 
move  my  division  to  the  eastward  from  the  slope 
of  Missionary  Ridge,  and  take  the  position  hitherto 
occupied  by  Ncgley's  division,  keeping  ray  left  in 
constant  communication  with  General  Brannan's 
rijrht.  Colonel  Barnes's  brigade  of  Van  Clcve's 
division  was  ordered  to  report  to  me  for  service 
during  the  day. 

Placing  his  brigade  on  the  left,  Marker's  in  the 
centre,  and  Bucll's  on  the  right,  (the  whole  formed 
in  two  lines,  the  first  one  deployed,  the  second 
one  in  double  column  closed  in  mans,  with  their 
batteries  following'  and  supporting,)  I  advanced  | 


my  command,  and  occupied  the  position  assigned. 
In  doing  so  I  met  with  no  opposition  from  the 
enemy.  I  was  instructed  not  to  invite  an  attack, 
but  to  be  prepared  to  repel  any  effort  of  the 
enemy.  In  throwing  out  skirmishers  to  cover 
my  front  I  aroused  the  enemy,  and  had  quite  a 
.sharp  afTair  with  him.  Bv  a  very  imprudent  ad- 
vance of  his  regiment  at  this  moment,  done  with- 
out an  order,  Colonel  Bartleson  (moving  him- 
self in  advance  of  his  troops)  was  shot  from  his 
horse,  and  either  killed  or  very  severely  wounded ; 
it  was  imposssble  to  decide  which,  on  account  of 
the  proximity  of  the  place  where  he  fell  to  the 
enemy's  lines.  He  was  an  accomplished  and  gal- 
lant officer,  and  a  high-toned,  pure-minded  gentle- 
man. His  loss  is  a  serious  disadvantage  to  his 
regiment  and  to  the  service.  The  position  my 
command  then  occupied  closed  the  gap  in  our 
lines  between  Sheridan's  left  and  Brannan's  right 
Although  I  had  not  been  at  all  seriously  engaged 
at  any  time  during  the  morning,  I  was  well  satis- 
fied that  the  enemy  was  in  considerable  force  in 
my  immediate  front,  consequently  I  was  extremely 
vigilant.  Such  was  the  status  of  the  battle  in  my 
immediate  vicinity  when  I  received  the  following 
order : 

Hkadquarters,  D.  C,  I 
ScpteniW  20,  10.45  A.  M.  j 

Bri<j<vlicr-Gcncrnl  Wood,  commanding  Division: 
The  General  commanding  directs  that  you  close 
up  on  Reynolds  as  fast  as  possible,  and  support 
him.  Respectfully,  &c, 

Frank  J.  Bond, 

Mitfor,  and  A.  IX  C. 

I  received  the  order  about  eleven  o'clock.  At 
the  moment  of  its  receipt  I  was  a  short  distance 
in  rear  of  the  centre  of  my  command.  General 
MeCook  was  with  me  when  I  received  it.  I  in- 
formed him  that  I  would  immediately  carry  it  into 
execution,  and  suggested  that  he  should  close  up 
his  command  rapidly  on  my  right  to  prevent  the 
occurrence  of  a  gap  in  our  lines.  lie  said  he 
would  do  so,  and  immediately  rode  away.  I  im- 
mediately despatched  my  stafT  officers  to  the  bri- 
gade commanders  with  the  necessary  orders,  and 
the  movement  was  at  once  begun.  Reynolds's  di- 
vision was  posted  on  the  left  of  Brannan's  division, 
which,  in  turn,  was  posted  on  the  left  of  the  posi- 
tion I  was  just  quitting.  I  had  consequently  to 
pass  my  command  in  rear  of  Brannan's  division  to 
close  upon  and  go  to  the  support  of  Reynolds. 
So  soon  as  I  had  got  the  command  well  in  motion 
I  rode  forward  to  find  General  Reynolds,  and  learn 
where  and  how  it  was  desired  to  bring  mv  com- 
mand into  action.  I  did  not  find  General  Rey- 
nolds, but  in  my  search  for  him  I  met  Major- 
General  Thomas,  to  whom  I  communicated  the 
order  I  had  received  from  the  commanding  Gen- 
eral, and  desired  to  know  where  I  should  move 
my  command  to  support  General  Reynolds.  Gen- 
eral Thomas  replied  that  General  Reynolds  did 
not  need  support,  but  that  I  had  better  move 
to  the  support  of  General  Baird,  posted  on  our 
extreme  left,  and  who  needed  assistance.  I  ex- 
hibited my  order  to  wwi  ^VtiCrat'ta 
would  take  the  Tesyjoi\s\Yn\\\^  oi  Omxx^v^\\.» 
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replied  he  would,  and  I  then  informed  him  I  would 
move  my  command  to  the  support  of  Genera] 
Baird.  I  requested  General  Thomas  to  furnish 
me  a  staff  officer  to  conduct  it  to,  and  report  it  to 
General  Baird.  I  then  rode  to  the  other  two  bri- 
gades, for  the  purpose  of  following  with  them  in 
the  rear  of  Barnes's  brigade  to  the  assistance  of 
General  Baird.  When  I  rejoined  them  I  found 
the  valley  south  of  them  swarming  with  the 
enemy.  It  appears  that  when  I  moved  my  com- 
mand' to  go  to  the  support  of  General  Reynolds 
that  the  gap  thus  made  in  our  lines  was  not  closed 
by  the  troops  on  my  right,  and  that  the  enemy 
poured  through  it  very  soon  in  great  force.  The 
nead  of  his  column  struck  the  right  of  Buell's 
brigade,  and  cutting  off  a  portion  of  it,  forced  it 
over  the  adjacent  ridge,  whence  it  retired,  as  I 
have  subsequently  learned,  with  the  vast  mass  of 
fugitives  from  the  troops  on  the  extreme  right 
towards  Rossville.  In  moving  to  the  support  of 
General  Reynolds,  naturally  following  the  shortest 
route,  I  moved  through  the  woods.  My  two  bat- 
teries, Estop's  and  Bradley's,  could  not  follow  their 
brigades  through  the  woods,  and  consequently 
were  compelled  to  make  a  short  detour  to  the  left 
to  get  into  the  open  fields  on  the  slope  of  the 
ridge,  intending  to  move  thence  parallel  to  their 
brigades.  But  they  were  caught  in  the  move- 
ment by  the  rapidly  advancing  columns  of  the 
enemv.  Estep's  guns  were  captured,  (in  the 
neighborhood  of  infantry  on  the  right,  which,  as 
I  understand,  might  have  supported  him  if  it  had 
stood,)  while  Bradley's  battery,  more  fortunate, 
succeeded  in  getting  over  the  ridge,  and  drew  off 
towards  Rossville,  with  the  tide  of  fugitives  setting 
strongly  in  that  direction. 

For  further  details  in  regard  to  the  movement 
of  the  batteries  at  this  stage  of  the  action,  I  must 
refer  to  the  reports  of  Captains  Bradley  and  Es- 
tep.  I  will  only  remark,  that  while  their  move- 
ments did  not  occtir  under  my  immediate  obser- 
vation, but  took  place  beyond  the  reach  of  my 
infantry  support,  I  am  fully  satisfied  from  all  1 
have  learned  that  neither  Captain  Bradlev  nor 
Estep  can  be  censured  for  what  occurred.  When 
I  discovered  the  enemy  in  force  in  the  valley 
south  of  my  command  I  at  once  divided  his  inten- 
tion, and  appreciated  the  terrible  hazard  to  our 
army,  and  the  necessity  for  prompt  action.  His 
object  was  clear.  Having  turned  our  right,  and 
separated  a  portion  of  our  forces  from  the  main 
body,  he  was  seeking  the  rear  of  our  solid  line  of 
battle  to  attack  it  in  reverse,  hoping  thus  to  cut 
our  communication  with  Chattanooga,  and  capture 
and  destroy  the  bulk  of  the  army.  I  had  with  me 
at  the  time  but  one  brigade  —  Harker's,  and  a  por- 
tion of  BuelTs.  I  immediately  formed  a  line  across 
the  valley,  facing  southward,  determined  if  possible 
to  check  the  advance  of  the  enemy.  He  was  in 
full  and  in  plain  view  in  the  open  fields,  and  it  was 
evident  his  force  far  outnumbered  mine.  But  I 
felt  this  was  no  time  to  be  comparing  numbers. 
The  enemy,  at  all  hazards,  must  be  checked !  I  was 
without  tlie  support  of  artillery,  and  knew  I  had 


t:i.  I 


front  of  me  was  the  open  field,  acroa  isntj] 
the  enemy  was  advancing.   It  was  t  attar  J  J 

great  importance  to  get  possession  of  tk  m  \ 
which  bounded  this  field  on  the  northern  aa  I 
My  line,  as  formed,  was  some  one  hoodMri  1 
fifty  or  two  hundred  yards  from  the  fence  wat*  J 
it,  while  the  enemy's  lines  were  perhapi  tt  wA  I 
as  three  hundred  and  fifty  yards  aontn  of  t  k 
person  I  ordered  the  One  Hundred  and  Its* 
fifth  Ohio,  Colonel  Opdyke  commanding,  to* 
vance  and  seize  the  fence.   There  wait  wtm 
tary  hesitation  in  the  regiment  togofbrrad  h 
gallant  Colonel  immediately  rode  in  front  of  It  ! 
centre  of  his  regiment,  and  taking  off  Ui  H  I 
called  on  his  men  to  advance.  His  regime*  si 
lantly  responded  by  a  prompt  advance, mm 
ever  will  under  the  inspiration  of  suehleaojnsf 
The  enemy  quickly  lined  the  fence,  when  a  m)  I 
fire  was  opened  on  the  enemy.  Soon  the  Sn>  ' 
fourth  Ohio,  Colonel  Mcllvain  commai)ting,B> 
lowed,  and  formed  along  the  fence  on  the  kit! 
the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fifth  Ohio. 

This  bold  and  rapid  offensive  movementt«ri 
to  take  the  enemy  by  surprise,  and  diieoneatli 
movements,  for  his  hitherto  advancing  linesyni 
The  other  regiments,  Sixty-fifth  Ohio  sadism 
regiment,  Major  Brown  commanding  the  fona, 
and  Colonel  Dunlap  the  latter,  of  HaAefi»> 
gade,  with  the  Fifty-eighth  Indiana,  of  CoVa* 
Buell's  brigade,  Emier  commanding,  vere  fat* 
on  the  right  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty4tt| 
Ohio,  higher  up  the  fence,  and  on  a  bSTojonV 
nating  the  field  in  which  the  enemy  had  total 
The  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fifth  Ohio  si 
Sixty-fourth  Ohio  again  advanced,  and  tookpoi 
tion  behind  a  copse  of  wood  near  the  centre  d 
the  field,  the  now  debated  ground  of  the  contend- 
ing  bodies.    The  movements  of  the  enemy  atria 
moment  were  so  singular,  and  his  blurred,  »i 
greasy,  and  dusty  uniform  so  resembled  our  on 
when  travel-stained,  coupled  with  the  fact  that  t 
was  expected  a  part  of  M  cCook'a  command  wooM 
come  from  that  direction,  (the  terrible  disaster  ts 
his  force  on  the  right  not  then  being  known  by  ») 
that  for  a  few  minutes  the  impression  prevailed, 
and  the  cry  ran  along  my  line,  that  the  troops  a 
front  of  us  were  our  own.    I  ordered  the  fixing  to 
cease ;  the  thought  of  firing  on  our  comrade*  n 
arms  being  too  horrible  to  contemplate.   Ia  a  few 
minutes,  however,  the  delusion  was  dispelled,  the 
enemy  commencing  to  advance  in  a  way  that  left 
no  doubt  of  his  identity,  for  he  advanced  firing  on 
us.    I  do  not  mention  this  mistake  on  account of 
its  possessing  any  particular  importance  per  jc,  bat 
rather  record  it  as  an  instance  qf  the  strange  dehv 
sions  which  sometimes  occur  on  the  battle-field 
without  any  sufficient  cause,  and  without  the  pota- 
bility of  a  reasonable  explanation.    This  mistake 
was  the  more  remarkable,  as  the  enemy  was  prob- 
ably not  more  than  three  hundred,  certainly  not 
over  three  hundred  and  fifty  yards  distant,  and 
was  halted  in  a  broad  open  field.    But  for  the 
mistake  we  could  have  punished  him  most  severely 
at  the  time  he  was  halted.    The  hour  wat  now 


to  depend  alone  on  the  musket.  I  formed  ra\  YviveA  atao\x\V\$i  xftoa.,  Ywa&fcj  ^.  t&wf  have  been  as  late 
in  a  skirt  of  woods  reaching  across  the\o\\ey.  ^mXX^^k^^.il. 
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a  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fifth  and 
rnrth  Ohio  advanced  to  the  copse  in  the 
Id,  I  ordered  Colonel  Opdyke  to  line  the 
a  side  of  the  copse  with  skirmishers,  with  a 
annoying  and  delaying  the  progress  of  the 
As  he  advanced  he  inclined  to  his  left,  evi- 
rith  the  intention  of  outflanking  mv  line  and 

my  right.  This  movement  of  the  enemy 
necessary  I  should  gain  a  position  in 

could  form  a  shorter  and  more  compact 
"%*hich  my  right  would  be  more  protected 
jral  obstacles.  I  accordingly  retired  mv 
ramand  to  a  narrow  and  short  ridge  which 
>ut  nearly  at  right  angles  as  a  spur  from 
end  ridge,  which  is  parallel  to  the  Ross- 
d  Lafayette  road.  Tne  short  and  narrow 
ctends  athwart  the  valley  in  nearly  an  east 
*t  course. 

fcbprutness  of  the  declivity  on  either  side 
^ost  gives  to  this  ridge  the  quality  of  a  natu- 
fcpet  Troops  holding  it  could  load  and  fire 
out  of  reach  of  the  enemy's  fire,  and  then 
e  to  the  crest  of  it  to  deliver  a  plunging 
the  fore. 

ldition,  there  was  a  moral  effect  in  its  com- 
iver  the  ground  south  of  it,  which  inspired 
irage  of  the  troops  holding  it.  Here  1  de- 
al to  make  an  obstinate  and  determined 
When  General  Brannan's  right  was  turned, 

opening  of  the  gap  in  our  lines,  by  the 
ent  of  my  division  to  support  General  Key- 
he  had  been  compelled  to  fall  back  to  the 
[  ridge  in  closing  on  the  west,  the  valley  in 
he  great  battle  was  fought,  which  ridge,  as 

remarked,  runs  nearly  parallel  with  the 
le  and  Lafayette  road.  When  I  took  posi- 
the  narrow  ridge,  extending  partially  across 
ey,  with  Barker's  brigade,  General  Brannan 
his  command  on  my  right,  and  higher  up 
main  ridge,  thus  giving  to  our  united  lines 
ng  of  the  shape  of  an  irregular  crescent, 
s  concavity  towards  the  enemy.  This  dis- 
t  gave  us  a  converging  fire  on  the  attacking 
i.  When  my  arrangements  in  this  position 
included,  it  was  probably  one  P.  M.,  or  a 
ier.  The  enemy  did  not  leave  us  long  in 
ft  possession  of  our  new  position.  Soon  a 
istmate  and  determined  attack  was  made, 
ras  handsomely  repulsed.  Similar  attacks 
ntinued  at  intervals  throughout  the  entire 
>n. 

escribe  each  one  in  detail  would  be  unne- 
,  and  only  add  useless  prolixity  to  my  re- 
But  I  deem  it  proper  to  signalize  one  of 
ttacks  spatially.  It  occurred  about  four 
and  lasted  about  thirty  minutes.  It  was 
ionably  the  most  terrific  musketry  duel  I 
tver  witnessed.  Harker's  brigade  was 
in  two  lines.  The  regiments  were  ad- 
to  the  crest  of  the  ridge  alternately,  and 
id  their  fire  by  volley  at  the  command,  re- 
few  paces  behind  it,  after  firing,  to  reload, 
continued  roar  of  the  very  fiercest  mus- 
Ire  inspired  a  sentiment  of  grandeur,  in 
be  awful  and  the  sublime  were  intermin- 
3ut  the  enemy  were  repulsed  in  this  fierce 


attack,  and  the  crest  of  the  ridge  was  still  in  our 
possession. 

Finally  the  evening  shades  descended  and  Bpread 
the  drapery  of  moonlight  over  the  hardly  con- 
tested field.  The  battle  ceased,  and  my  command 
still  held  the  position  it  had  taken  about  one 
o'clock,  maintaining  with  glorious  courage  a  most 
unequal  contest  in  point  of  numbers. 

But  our  inferiority  did  not  seem  to  appall  my 
men.  Their  courage  and  steadfast  resolution  rose 
with  the  occasion.  I  do  not  believe  that  history 
affords  an  instance  of  a  more  splendid  resistance 
than  that  made  by  Harker's  brigade,  and  a  por- 
tion of  Bueil's  brigade,  from  one  o'clock  P.  M.  on 
the  twentieth  to  nightfall.  A  part  of  the  contest 
was  witnessed  by  that  able  and  distinguished 
commander,  Major-General  Thomas. 

I  think  it  must  have  been  two  o'clock  p.  M. 
when  he  came  to  where  my  command  was  so  hotly 
engaged.  His  presence  was  most  welcome.  The 
men  saw  him,  felt  they  were  battling  under 
the  eye  of  a  great  chieftain,  and  their  courage  and 
resolotion  received  fresh  inspiration  from  this  con- 
sciousness. At  a  most  opportune  hour  in  the  af- 
ternoon, probably  between  two  and  three  o'clock, 
Major-General  Grange^  arrived  on  the  field  with 
two  brigades  of  fresh  troops,  of  the  division  of  Gen- 
eral Steadman.  They  were  brought  into  action  on 
the  right  of  General  Brannan,  (who  was  on  my 
right,)  and  rapidly  drove  the  enemy  before  them. 
This  movement  very  considerably  relieved  the 
pressure  on  my  front.  The  gallant  bearing  of 
General  Granger  during  the  whole  of  this  most 
critical  part  of  the  contest  was  a  strong  reinforce- 
ment. It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  signalize 
the  presence  with  my  command  for  a  length  of 
time  during  the  afternoon  (present  during  the 
period  of  the  hottest  fighting)  of  another  distin- 
guished officer,  Brigadier-General  Garfield,  chief 
of  staff.  After  the  disastrous  rout  on  the  right, 
General  Garfield  made  his  way'  back  to  the  battle- 
field, (showing  thereby  that  tne  road  was  open  to 
all  who  might  chose  to  follow  it  to  where  duty 
called,)  and  came  to  where  my  command  was  en- 
gaged. The  brigade  which  made  so  determined 
a  resistance  on  the  crest  of  the  narrow  ridge  dur- 
ing all  that  long  September  afternoon  had  been 
commanded  by  General  Garfield,  when  he  be- 
longed to  my  division.  The  men  remarked  his 
presence  with  much  satisfaction,  and  were  de- 
lighted that  he  was  a  witness  of  the  splendid 
fighting  they  were  doing.  Early  in  the  afternoon 
my  command  was  joined  by  portions  of  two  regi- 
ments belonging  to  Van  Cleve's  division,  the 
Seventeenth  Kentucky,  Colonel  Stout  command- 
ing, and  the  Forty-fourth  Indiana,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Aldrick  commanding.  The  fact  that 
these  parts  of  regiments,  preserving  the  form  of  a 
regimental  organization,  did  not  leave  the  field 
after  the  disaster  on  the  right,  when  so  many 
other  troops  fled  from  the  contest,  is  certainly 
most  creditable  to  them.  This  fact  also  affords 
very  just  ground  for  the  inference,  that  if  a  more 
determined  effort  had  been  made  by  the  officers^ 
many  other  regiment*  ttax  yk^v\» 
have  been  kept  on  it,  TYva  toxmbxa  <ft  ^ea 
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regiments  most  nobly  and  gallantly  aided  my 
command  in  repulsing  the  separated  attacks  of 
the  enemy.  The  Forty-fourth  Indiana  bore  it- 
self with  special  gallantry.  I  should  do  injustice 
to  ray  feelings  were  I  to  omit  to  record  the 
splendid  resistance  made  on  my  right  by  General 
Brannan  and  his  command.  It  was  the  ne  plus 
ultra  of  defensive  righting. 

About  seven  p.  M.  I  received  an  order  from 
General  Thomas  to  withdraw  my  command  from 
the  field,  and  retire  to  Rossville.  The  order  was 
obeyed  without  noise,  without  confusion,  and 
without  disaster. 

My  command  left  the  field,  not  because  it  was 
beaten,  but  in  obedience  to  an  order. 

With  a  fresh  supply  of  ammunition  it  could 
have  renewed  the  contest  next  morning.  And 
here  I  can  appropriately  return  mv  thanks  to  Ma 
jor-General  Granger  for  a  timely  supply  of  am- 
munition given  me  during  the  afternoon,  when 
that  in  the  cartridge-boxes  and  men's  pockets  was 
reduced  to  two  or  three  rounds  per  man,  and  when 
the  prospect  of  being  reduced  to  the  bayonet  alone, 
as  a  means  of  defence,  seemed  inevitable.  My 
own  ammunition  train  had  been  carried  off  by  the 
rout  from  the  right.  . 

My  command  reached  Rossville  about  ten  p.  M., 
where  it  bivouacked  for  the  night.  Early  next 
morning,  the  twenty-first,  in  obedience  to  orders, 
I  took  a  strong  position  on  Missionary  Ridge. 
Strong  barricades  against  an  infantry  assault  were 
at  once  made.  During  the  day  there  was  some 
light  firing  on  my  picket  front,  but  nothing 
serious ;  the  enemy  was,  however,  evidently  in  con- 
siderable force  in  my  front.  At  ten  p.  M.,  on  the 
twenty-first,  my  command,  in  obedience  to  orders, 
left  its  position  on  Missionary  Ridge,  and  withdrew 
to  this  place.  Early  Tuesday  morning,  the  twenty- 
second,  it  occupied  its  present  position  in  the  line 
of  defences,  and  has  since  been  most  constantly 
and  actively  engaged  in  strengthening  them. 

To  the  officers  and  men  of  my  command  I  re- 
turn my  thanks  for  their  gallant  bearing,  soldierly 
conduct,  and  steadfast  courage,  exhibited  both  in 
the  contests  of  Saturday,  the  nineteenth,  and  Sun- 
day, the  twentieth.  Their  conduct  on  both  days 
deserves  all  praise,  and  I  commend  it  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  commanding  General.  There 
were  undoubtedly  instances  of  individual  miscon- 
duct which  deserve  reprehension,  but  as  a  whole 
the  behavior  of  the  command  was  most  satisfac- 
tory. Of  the  numerious  killed  and  wounded  I 
would  gladly  speak  by  name,  but  the  list  is  too 
numerous.  To  do  so  would  extend  my  report  be- 
yond all  reasonable  length.  I  can  only  here  ex- 
press my  sincere  condolence  with  the  relatives 
and  friends  of  the  gallant  dead  and  wounded.  The 
regiments  and  batteries  in  my  command  repre- 
sented the  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Mich- 
igan, and  Kentucky.  The  citizens  of  these  great 
and  loyal  states  have  much  cause  to  be  proud  of 
their  representatives  in  the  late  great  conflict. 
They  may  safely  trust  their  honor  and  the  public 
weal  to  such  representatives. 
For  the  special  commendation  by  name  of 
more  subordinate  officers  and  men  who  di&un- 


guished  themselves,  I  must  refer  the  comngafiy 
General  to  the  reports  of  my  brigade  comaua^  i 
Colonels  Harker  and  Buell,  with  their  acraupaf  j 
ing  documents,  the  sub-reports  of  regimenulafr  1 
manders.  Where  so  great  a  portion  of  mj  «■  [ 
mand  behaved  well,  it  is  difficult  to  distagil  I 
officers  by  name,  and  perhaps  may  be  regarded!  I 
making  an  invidious  distinction.  XerertbtaJ  | 
consider  it  my  duty,  on  account  of  their  (j 
guished  services,  to  commend  to  the  notice  of  4  | 
commanding  General,  Colonel  Dunlap,c 
ing  Third  Kentucky,  Colonel  Mclivainfe 

ing  Sixty-fourth  Ohio,  Colonel  Opdvke,  a  

ing  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fifth  Ohio,  d 
Captain  Bradley,  commanding  Sixth  Ohio  tads} 
I  desire  to  commend  Colonel  Opdykeespoullrti 
the  favorable  consideration  of  the  common  i 
General    The  record  of  his  regiment,  a  caafs> 
tively  new  one,  and  never  before  in  a  geneol »  ; 
gagement,  in  the  late  battle,  will,  I  am  sure,  c*  : 
pare  most  favorably  with  that  of  the  moit  Yrteni 
regiment  engaged.    The  credit  is  mainly  daefc 
the  Colonel  commanding.    His  untiring  xalal 
devoted  attention  to  his  regiment  have  bm^i 
forth  fruit  worthy  of  its  efforts.  I  commend  ■ 
to  the  commanding  General  as  an  officer  ciaNi 
and  worthy  of  commanding  a  brigade.  CW 
Buell,  commanding  the  First  brigade  of  my  fi» 
ion,  has  exercised  this  command  about  fat 
months.    He  bore  himself  with  great  galbti! 
on  the  field,  both  on  Saturday,  the  ninettA 
and  Sunday,  the  twentieth.    With  a  little  a* 
experience  be  will  make  an  excellent  BxigafiB* 
General,  and  should  receive  the  promotion,  » 
my  report  of  the  battle  of  Stone  River,  lesped&j 
signalized  the  services  of  Colonel  Harker,  co* 
manding  the  Third  brigade  of  my  division,  ul 
earnestly  recommended  him  for  promotion,  tan 
as  a  reward  for  his  merits  and  as  au  act  of  fflndi 
justice.    In  the  late  campaign  he  peculiarly  cos- 
tinguished  himself.    He  made  two  of  the  mo* 
daring  and  brilliant  reconnoissances  of  the  cam- 
paign, reconnoissances  almost  without  a  parallel  a 
the  annals  of  warfare ;  and  his  personal  gallantry 
on  the  battle-field,  the  skilful  manner  in  which  lie 
handled  his  brigade,  holding  it  well  together  whs 
so  many  other  troops  broke,  and  his  general  good 
conduct,  are  beyond  all  praise.    To  speak  of  bit 
services  in  the  language  of  what  I  conceive  would 
be  just  encomium,  might  be  considered  fulsome 
praise.    I  earnestly  recommend  him  for  immedi- 
ate promotion  to  the  rank  of  Brieadier-Gencni 

Returns  herewith  submitted  show  that  I  went 
into  action  on  Saturday  with  an  effective  force  of 
men  and  officers  of  twenty-nine  hundred  and  sJity- 
five.  The  return  of  casualties  snows  that  mv  com- 
mand  lost  in  killed  and  wounded,  absolutely  known 
to  be  such,  eight  hundred  and  forty-four;  and 
in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  one  thousand 
and  thirty-five.  Taking  the  number  of  killed  and 
wounded  actually  known,  it  will  be  found  to  be 
twenty-eight  and  eighty  one  hundredths  percent. 
(28.80)  of  the  effective  force  with  which  I  went 
into  action.  But  it  is  fair  to  presume,  as  we  re- 
taeft.  from  evening,  that  many  of 
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either  killed  or  wounded,  and  that  their 
§  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Taking 
tmbcr  of  the  killed,  and  wounded,  and  miss- 
will  be  found  to  be  thirty-four  and  ninety 
indredths  (34.90)  per  cent,  of  my  whole 
ind.  These  figures  show  an  almost  unpar- 
loss.  They  attest  the  severity  of  the  con- 
brough  which  my  command  passed  on  the 
»nth  and  twentieth.  The  record  of  its  par- 
on  in  the  great  battle  of  the  Chickamauga 
ten  in  blood.  Before  closing  my  report,  I 
t  jny  duty  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  com- 
ig£  General  certain  facts  which  fell  under  my 
it-ion  during  the  progress  of  the  conflict  on 
sixtieth.  As  I  was  moving  along  the  valley 
y  command,  to  the  support  of  General  Rey- 
ih  conformity  with  the  order  of  the  com- 
155  General,  I  observed  on  my  left  (to  the 
T  me)  a  force  posted  high  up  the  ridge.  I 
ic3  what  force  it  was,  and  was  informed  it  was 
of  a  brigade  of  General  Negley's  division, 
reformed  that  General  Neglev  was  with  this 
i\  person.  I  remember  seeing  distinctly  a 
T  on  the  hill-side  with  the  troops.  At  the 
X  was  certainly  out  of  the  reach  of  any  fire 
lie  enemy.  This  was  between  eleven  and 
*  o'clock  in  the  day.  A  little  later  in  the 
perhaps  a  half  or  three  fourths  of  an  hour, 
I  became  seriously  engaged,  as  already  de- 
al, with  the  large  hostile  force  that  pierced 
toes  and  turned  Brannan's  right,  compelling 
to  fall  back,  I  looked  for  the  force  I  had  seen 
id  on  the  ridge,  and  which,  as  already  re- 
ed, I  had  been  informed  was  a  part  of  Gen- 
fegley's  division,  hoping,  if  I  became  severely 
^d,  it  might  reenforce  me,  for  I  was  resolved 
rck  the  enemy  if  possible.  But  it  had  entirely 
reared.  Whither  it  had  gone  I  did  not 
know,  but  was  informed  later  in  the  day  it 
itired  towards  Rossville ;  and  this  informa- 
believe  was  correct.  By  whose  orders  this 
retired  -  from  the  battle-field  I  do  not  know  ; 
f  one  fact  I  am  perfectly  convinced,  that 
was  no  necessity  for  its  retiring.  It  is  im- 
le  it  could  have  been  at  all  seriously  pressed 
enemy  at  the  time ;  in  fact,  I  think  it  ex- 
y  doubtful  whether  it  was  engaged  at  all. 
r  sundown  of  the  twentieth  I  met  General 
Beatly  not  far  from  where  I  had  fought  the 
'  all  the  afternoon.  He  was  entirely  alone 
I  met  him,  and  did  not  seem  to  have  any 
I  command.  I  at  once  came  to  the  conclu- 
lat  he  had  not  retired  from  the  battle-field 
the  bulk  of  the  division  he  is  attached  to  did. 
i  moment  I  met  him  I  was  engaged  in  halt- 
>me  troops  that  were  crossing  the  valley 
and  east  of  my  position,  and  who  appeared 
re  straggled  away  from  the  front  on  which 
al  Thomas's  command  had  been  engaged  all 
y.  General  Beatly  desired  to  know  where 
red  these  troops  re-formed.  I  pointed  out  a 
>n  to  him,  and  desired  him  to  re-form  them, 
he  said  he  would  do.  I  then  rode  back  to 
mmand. 

s  proper  that  I  should  remark  that  I  did  not 
e  Corps  commander  horn  about  nine  and  a 


half  o'clock  A.  M.  on  Sunday,  the  twentieth,  to 
some  time  after  sunrise  of  the  twenty-first,  when  I 
met  him  at  Rossville. 

The  officers  of  my  staff  performed  their  duties 
well  in  the  late  arduous  campaign,  as  well  on  the 
march  and  in  camp  as  on  the  battle-field.  I  deem 
it  due  to  them  to  record  their  names  in  my  official 
report,  and  to  thank  them  individually  for  their 
valuable  assistance  and  cooperation  :  Captain  M. 
P.  Besto,  assistant  adjutant-general,  Lieutenant 
J.  L.  Zargaw,  Fifty-eighth  fndiana,  aid-de-camp, 
Lieutenant  George  Shafer,  Ninety-third  Ohio, 
aid-de-camp,  Lieutenant-Colonel  T.  R.  Palmer, 
Thirteenth  Michigan,  inspector-general,  Surgeon 
W.  W.  Blair,  Fifty-eighth  Indiana  volunteers, 
medical  director,  Captain  L.  D.  Myers,  assistant- 
quartermaster,  Captain  James  McDonald,  com- 
missary subsistence,  Captain  William  McLaugh- 
lin, Thirteenth  Michigan,  topographical  engineer, 
Captain  J.  E.  George,  Fifteenth  Indiana,  commis- 
sary of  muster,  Lieutenant  P.  Halderman,  Third 
Kentucky,  ordnance  officer,  Captain  M.  Reiser, 
Sixty.-fourth  Ohio,  provost-marshal,  up  to  the  oc- 
cupation of  Chattanooga,  when  his  leg  was  acci- 
dentally broken,  since  which  time  his  duties  have 
been  well  performed  by  Lieutenant  Ehlers  of  the 
same  regiment.  Captain  Cullen  Bradley,  Sixth 
Ohio  battery,  who,  in  addition  to  commanding  his 
own  battery,  ably  performs  the  duties  of  chief  of 
artillery.  It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  mention 
in  my  official  report  the  true  courage  and  faithful 
devotion  exhibited  throughout  the  entire  conflict 
by  two  members  of  my  personal  escort.  Early  in 
the  conflict  of  Sunday  my  color-bearer  was  wound- 
ed. The  colors  were  then  taken  by  Sergeant  Sam- 
uel Goodrich,  company  A,  One  Hundredth  Illinois, 
who  bore  aloft  my  standard  through  the  remainder 
of  the  day,  remaining  with  me  all  the  time.  Private 
Robert  Lemmon,  company  I,  Fifty-eighth  Indiana, 
a  member  of  my  escort,  rode  immediately  in  rear 
of  me  through  the  whole  conflict  of  Sunday,  the 
twentieth.  Whenever  I  called,  this  brave  and  de- 
voted boy,  a  youth  o.f  not  more  than  sixteen  or 
seventeen  years  of  age,  responded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith,  as  ac- 
companiments to  my  report,  first,  official  report 
of  Colonel  Harker,  commanding  Third  brigade, 
(with  sub-reports  of  regimental  commanders,) 
marked  "  A ; "  second,  official  report  of  Colonel 
Buell,  commanding  First  brigade,  (with  sub-re- 
ports of  regimental  commanders.)  marked  "  B ; n 
third,  return  of  effective  force  taken  into  action 
nineteenth  September,  marked  "  C ; 99  fourth,  re- 
turn of  casualties  in  the  battles  of  the  nineteenth 
and  twentieth,  marked  "  D ; "  fifth,  map  showing 
the  various  positions  of  command  in  the  battles  of 
the  nineteenth  and  twentieth,  marked  44  E." 

I  cannot  conclude  my  report  of  the  participation 
of  my  command  in  the  great  battle  of  the  Chicka- 
mauga, a  battle  in  which  the  fate  of  the  proud 
army  of  the  Cumberland  hung  trembling  in  the 
balance,  —  in  truth,  a  battle  in  whose  result  the 
great  nation's  life  seemed  involved,  —  without  re- 
turning thanks  to  Almighty  Providence  for  his 
merciful  deliverance  \oucnsa!fe&.  \»  taro.  ^ 
hosts  of  our  enemies,  ¥01  Y&&  ^xrtM&sct  <& 
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self  through  all  the  dangers  of  the  bloody  conflict 
I  am  humbly  thankful 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Th.  J.  Wood, 

Brigadier-General  U.  S.  Volunteers,  commanding. 


Doc.  37. 

THE  BATTLE  OF  MANASSAS. 

[Correction  of  Official  Reports.] 

Headquarters  Department  N.  B.  V.,  * 
Arlington,  August  13, 1861.  \ 

Colonel  Richardson,  commanding  Fourth  Brigade : 
Sir  :  I  herewith  enclose  you  an  extract  from  a 
supplemental  report  of  Brigadier-General  Mc- 
Dowell, of  the  battle  of  Bull  Run,  on  the  twenty- 
first  ultimo.   I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
Chauncy  McKeever, 

Asst.  Adj. -General. 

Headquarters  Department  N.  E.  v.,  i 
Arlington,  August  12, 1861.  J 

Lieutenant-Colonel  E.  D.  Toumsend,  A.  A.  G., 

Headquarters  of  the  Army : 

Colonel  :  My  attention  has  been  called  by 
those  interested,  to  two  omissions  in  my  report 
of  the  battle  of  the  twenty-first  ultimo,  near  Manas- 
sas, and  I  ask  leave  to  make  the  following  correc- 
tions, wishing  that  they  be  made  part  of  my 
original  report.  In  speaking  of  the  retreat,  I  men- 
tioned that  it  was  covered  by  Colonel  Blenker's 
brigade.  I  should  have  said  Colonel  Richardson's 
and  Colonel  Blenker's  brigades.  The  former  was 
on  the  left  of  the  Centreville  ridge,  and  the  latter 
in  front  of  it  on  the  Warrenton  road.  Each  cov- 
ered the  retreat  of  those  on  the  respective  roads 
to  the  common  point,  Centreville,  from  there  to 
the  rear.  Colonel  Richardson  was  behind,  and 
covered  the  main  body. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 
Irvin  McDowell, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding. 

Chauncy  McKeever, 

Asst.  Adj.-General. 

SPECIAL  DESPATCH  TO  THE  DETROIT  DAILY 
TRIBUNE. 

Washington,  July  23. 
My  brigade  has  just  arrived,  after  covering  the 
retreat  of  the  entire  army. 
AIT  are  up  in  tolerable  good  order. 
The  Michigan  Second  and  Third  regiments 
were  in  the  rear  of  the  whole. 

J.  B.  Richardson, 

Commanding  Fourth  Brigade. 
GENERAL  WI  LLC  OX'S  REPORT. 

Detroit,  Michigan,  September  3, 1861. 
Brig  .'General  L.  Thomas,  Adj. -Gen.  U.  S.  A.: 

General  :  My  brigade,  the  Second  of  Heint- 
zehnan'8  division,  marching  in  rear  of  Franklin's 
origade,  arrived  at  the  Sudley  Ford  at  ataut  \u&\£ 
past  twelve  P.  ic,  July  twenty-first,  lfc&l. 


The  brigade  now  consisted  of  the  Fb*  ]§s> 

.ran,  Eleventh  New  York,  (Fire  ZonamjtQfc. 
eighth  New  York,  and  Arnold's  battery. /fc 
Fourth  Michigan  had  been  left  at  FaiifaSsai  £  -  *-«:■ 
and  Fairfax  Court-House  by  order  of  Gaad 
McDowelL  Halting  for  rest  and  water,  lAtji 
the  General's  orders  to  post  Arnold's  bstterrsi 
a  hill  commanding  the  ford,  wiu  the  Fowls*  fc 
ran  for  support,  and  at  one  o'clock  pasta  feral!  fcr-  M . 
with  my  two  remaining  regiments  optheSsif 
and  Brentville  road.  We  marched  about  mala* 
and  came  up  on  the  left  of  what  I  suppose!) 
lave  been  Franklin's  line,  near  the  juacooasfm 
Warrenton  and  Sudley  roads.  The  txeeii  ■ 
our  left  were  engaged  in  a  desultory  fire  in  fc 
enemy  posted  in  the  thicket  and  ravine  aerowm 
Warrenton  road,  not  far  from  the  Henry  am 
The  Thirty-eighth  New  York  wasqnickh  anal 
in  order  of  battle,  and  the  Zouaves  were  meat, 


t:  ----- 


into  line,  when  I  received  an  order  to  detail 
regiment  for  the  support  of  RicketU'i  battery,^ 
Franklin's  brigade,)  posted  on  a  hill  oaarttf  all 
mile  to  our  right  and  front,  near  Dcigaii'inom  I 
fed  up  the  Zouaves  for  this  important aeniee,lse> 
Ing  the  Thirty-eighth  under  its  gallant  aaAa- 
perienced  Colonel  Hobart  Ward. 

Kicketts  was  soon  ordered  to  take  a  net  f* 
lion  near  the  Henry  house.    The  Zouaves  IbW 
i  n  support,  and  finally  formed  line  on  the  tsji 
lank  of  the  battery  with  two  companies  in  rem 
Up  to  this  time  the  enemy  had  fallen  h&M 
I  low  ne  formed  the  remains  of  his  brigades  niijeBi 
with  Hunter  in  the  morning,  via.,  Bee'*,  Bartow 
and  Evans's,  in  a  new  line  upon  Jackson's  hnsjafc 
pf  fresh  troops,  making  all  together  six  ttasmi 
live  hundred  infantry,  thirteen  pieces  of  arolerj, 
and  Stuart's  cavalry,  according  to  General  Beta- 
regard's  report.   This  force  was  posted  in  the  be* 
of  woods  which  skirted  the  plateau  southinidh, 
rod  lying  in  the  angle  formed  in  that  direeria. 
between  the  Warrenton  and  Sudley  roads,  aboat 
&  mile  from  the  Warrenton  road,  and  with  to 
left  resting  on  the  B rents ville  and  Sudley  road 
Ricketts's  battery  had  crossed  the  Sudley  road, 
horn  its  post  near  Dogan's  house,  and  was  wittia 
musket  range  of  the  woods,  which  stretched  frsa 
that  road  around  from  his  right  towards  his  front, 
rod  forming  a  pocket,  which  almost  enveloped  the 
battery  with  its  support. 
The  enemy  were  nrstdiscovered  by  CdonelHeot- 
elman,  lining  the  woods  in  our  front.  He  ordered 
Hp  the  Zouaves,  commanded  by  Colonel  Fsrnhaa. 
The  ground  was  slightly  rising  before  us,  and  the 
enemy  opened  a  heavy  but  not  destructive  fire,  as  we 
leached  the  crest   Ihe  Zouaves  returned  the  fire, 
)>ut  immediately  fell  back  bewildered  and  broken. 

Stuart's  cavalry  charged  upon  them  from  the 
woods  on  the  right,  but  were  scattered  by  a  foe 
fom  the  two  reserve  companies,  with  a  loss  ascer- 
tained (from  the  Southern  papers)  of  twenty-nine 
killed  and  wounded. 

Meantime  Ricketts's  cannoneers  were  heuK 
picked  o£   With  Colonel  Heintaelman's  approval, 
rod  a  promise  of  reinforcements,  I  collected  some 
>nfc  \xuxv&re&  'Lcw&st&.t  *swl  with  Captain  Downey, 


\ 
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i  on  our  right,  and  killed,  wounded,  and  cap- 

 about  thirty  of  the  enemy. 

Returning  in  a  few  minutes,  I  found  the  field 
cleared  of  both  friend  and  foe,  except  the  killed 
and  wounded.  The  horses,  men,  and  two  officers 
of  Xticketts's  battery  lav  stretched  upon  the 
ground ,  but  the  enemy  had  not  yet  seized  it. 

Recrossing  the  Sualey  road,  I  met  the  First 
Michigan,  Major  Bidwell  commanding,  and  march- 
ing l>ack  with  this  regiment,  we  found  the  enemy 
jjoir  drawn  up  in  a  thin  line  across  the  field  and 
jn  possession  of  the  batten*.  Advancing  to  the 
Sj^®  on  the  roadside,  the  First  Michigan  opened 
ft*  »  tine  right  wing  fell  back  to  reload,  owing  to  a 
*™idc*x-ing  order,  but  the  left  stood  firm,  expelled 
W„eYlemy'  an(*  reto°k  the  battery.  The  troops 
opposed  to  us  I  believe  to  have  been  the 
Georgia. 

^A-*°^-Qnel  Heintzelman  now  came  up  and  ordered 
te  Promptly  forward,  and  with  the  promise  of 
°t.hci  regiment,  it  was  inv  design  to  turn  the 
J^^Y's  left.    The  left  wing  of  the  First  Michigan 
^v^Q«sed  the  field,  struck  into  the  woods  beyond 
Zouaves,  succeeded  in  destroying  and  captur- 
small  number  of  the  enemy,  and  pushing 
^?^V  his  extreme  left  out  of  that  part  or  point  of 

\  woods  adjacent  to  the  Sudlev  road, 
w^eantime  the  right  wing  of  the  First  Michigan 
^^fbrmed  and  advanced  in  good  order.    I  met  it, 
we  pushed  on  towards  the  next  point  of  woods, 
"rom  this  point  I  found  the  enemy's  left  discov- 
^*ed  us  by  our  fire,  and  we  became  engaged  with 
JAeir  rear  rank,  their  front  being  then  occupied 
hy  the  advancing  troops  of  Franklin's  or  Sner- 
ttaan's  brigade.    The  officers  and  men  of  the  First 
Michigan  stood  up  bravely  at  this  critical  moment, 
tioidiiig  on  anxiously  for  reenforcements.  But 
from  all  I  can  learn,  the  Thirty-eighth,  which  was 
ordered  up  to  me,  were  directed  to  the  left  of  the 
Henry  house,  (instead  of  to  the  right  and  along 
the  Sudley  road,)  came  in  contact  with  the  enemy's 
centre,  and  never  reached  me.    It  was  now  nearly 
lour  o'clock.  General  Beauregard  had  been  gather- 
ing new  reenforcements.    General  Kir  by  Smith 
had  joined  him  with  a  portion  of  Johnston's  army. 
Our  scattered  troops  were  contending  in  fractions 
against  the  enemy's  army  in  position,  and  massed 
on  the  plateau,  with  his  artillery  sweeping  every 
approach.    General  Johnston  was  bringing  fresh 
troops  to  turn  our  own  right.   The  Twenty-eighth 
Virginia  attacked  my  own  handful  from  the  rear 
in  the  woods,  and  1  had  the  ill  -fortune  to  be 
wounded,  and  a  few  moments  afterwards  captured. 
But  I  was  spared  witnessing  the  disaster  which 
further  pursued  our  arms. 

In  this  report  I  have  only  endeavored  to  supply 
partly  the  information  that  was  not  known,  or 
found  in  any  other  report,  in  consequence  of  my 
capture.  Permit  me  to  add  further  that  the  Thirtv- 
eighth  New  York  was  distinguished  for  its  steadi- 
ness in  ranks,  and  for  gallantly  repelling  a  charge 
made  upon  it  by  the  New  Orleans  Tigers.  The 
Zouaves,  though  broken  as  a  regiment,  did  good 
service  under  my  own  eyes  in  the  woods,  and  de- 
tachments of  them  joined  various  other  regiments 
in  the  fight.    The  First  Michigan  deserves  the 


credit  of  advancing  farther  into  the  enemy's  lines 
than  any  other  of  our  troops,  as  their  dead  bodies 
proved  after  the  battle. 

I  only  regret  that  from  the  fact  of  my  separa- 
tion from  Arnold's  battery  I  cannot  add  any  tes- 
timony of  my  own  to  the  well-known  gallantry 
with  which  he  and  his  command  conducted  them- 
selves. I  have  the  honor  to  be,  General, 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

J.  B.  WILLCOX, 
Brig.-Gen,  late  Colonel  First  Michigan  Infantry. 


Doc.  38. 


THE  BATTLE  OF  MISSION  RIDGE. 
GENERAL  T.  J.  WOOD'S  REPORT. 


IlKAHQUARTKKS  THIRD  DIVISION  FOUKTII 

Army  Coups,  in  thk  Fikld  in  East  Tk: 
December  2 


;»n  Fouktii  ) 
Tknxksske,  J 
t>er  29, ) 


Sir  :  As  early  as  the  fifteenth  of  November, 
ultimo,  it  was  generally  known  among  the  higher 
commanders  of  the  troops  assembled  in  Chatta- 
nooga, that  a  movement  was  in  contemplation  to 
cause  the  investment,  which  had  then  continued 
nearly  sixty  days,  to  be  raised. 

The  investing  force,  commanded  by  General 
Braxton  Bra^g,  of  the  rebel  army,  comprised  eight 
divisions  of  infantry  arranged  in  four  corps,  under 
the  lead  of  some  of  the  u blest  officers  in  the  en- 
emy's service.  Reliable  information,  obtained  at 
the  time  the  movements  for  raising  the  invest- 
ment were  in  contemplation,  showed  that  the 
rebel  divisions  averaged  not  less  than  six  thousand  . 
infantry  each.  Thiss  estimate  would  give  forty- 
eight  thousand  infantry  as  about  the  investing  force. 
Including  the  artillery  and  cavalry,  it  would  be  a 
moderate  estimate  to  place  the  whole  investing 
force  at  over  fifty  thousand  men.  The  rebel  divis- 
ions usually  comprise  four  brigades,  with  a  field 
battery  attached  to  each  brigade.  This  rate  would 
give  one  hundred  and  eighty-two  field  guns  as  the 
artillery  equipment  of  the  beleaguering  army. 

But  a  very  imperfect  understanding  of  the  de- 
fensive power  of  the  rebel  army  would  be  obtained 
by  considering  its  numbers  and  equipments  only. 
It  occupied  a  position  so  strong  naturally,  and  so 
intrenched  by  art,  as  to  duplicate  the  defensive 
power  of  its  numbers.  Lookout  Mountain  and 
Mission  ltidge  arc  so  related  to  each  other  and 
Chattanooga  that  the  army  which  holds  them  com- 
mands the  outlets  from  the  town  on  east,  south, 
and  south-west.  The  natural  strength  and  com- 
mand of  the  position  occupied  by  the  insurgents 
had  been  much  improved  by  intrenchments. 

During  the  week  commencing  on  the  fifteenth 
and  ending  on  the  twenty-second  of  November, 
the  subordinate  commanders  of  the  Army  of  the 
j  Cumberland  were  summoned  twice  to  department 
r  headquarters  to  have  the  plan  of  operations  cx- 
'  plained  to  them  and  to  receive  their  instructions. 
:  The  original  plan  of  operations  was  briefly  this  : 
the  force  of  Major-Gencral  Sherman  was  to  cross 
the  Tennessee  Kiver  at  the  mouth  of  the  North 
Chickamauga  CreeV.,  xvw^-^sxotw 
flank  of  Mission  Ittuge,  V^yc&Y&tc  ug&coX 
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Headquarters  Fourth  army  «>a, 
November  23,  i 


the  river,)  sweep  the  ridge,  and  take  the  enemy's 
intreuchinents,  both  at  its  base  and  on  its  crest 
in  flank  and  rear.    Two  divisions  of  the  Fourth 

army  corps,  General  Sheridan's  and  my  own, .  .  .  .„lt  -    ,  t         «  » -  — 

were  to  cross  Citico  Creek  near  its  mouth,  just  J  V?™'  mdw™  be  supported  by  General  ^is, 
above  Chattanooga,  move  up  the  peninsula  en-  _™10^t0^ 
closed  between  the  creek  and  the  Tennessee  River* 
form 


Brigadier  General  Wood,  with  his  dimioa.  < 
as  soon  as  possible  carry  out  the  foregoing  lio*  J 


a  junction  wtyh  the  right  flank  of  General 
Sherman's  force,  swing  to  the  right,  and  sweet* 
along  the  lower  slope  and  the  base  of  Mission  Ridge. 
The  remaining  force  in  Chattanooga  was  to -make 
a  demonstration  against  the  enemy's  works  directly 
in  front  of  Chattanooga,  while  at  the  same  time 
looking  out  for  the  safety  of  the  town  against  a  coun- 
ter attack.  The  force  in  Lookout  Valley  (General 
Hooker)  was  to  threaten  Lookout  Mountain. 

It  was  conceeded  that  a  direct  front  attack  of 
the  enemy's  works  on  Missiou  Ridge  could  not 
be  made  with  a  reasonable  prospect  of  success ;  or 
if  such  an  attack  should  be  successful,  it  could  only 
be  made  at  a  great  and  unnecessary  cost  of  life, 
In  pursuance  of  this  plan,  orders  were  issued 
on  Friday  the  twentieth  to  be  prepared  to  move 
at  davlight  the  following  morning.  It  was  di- 
rected that  the  men  should  have  one  hundred 
rounds  of  ammunition  on  their  persons,  and  two 
days'  cooked  rations  in  their  haversacks. 

A  heavy  fall  of  rain  Friday  afternoon  and 
night,  with  other  causes  of  delay,  prevented  Gen- 
eral Sherman's  command  from  reaching  in  time 
the  point  at  which  he  was  to  pass  the  river ;  con- 
sequently the  movement  intended  to  be  made  at 
daylight  Saturday  morning  was  postponed. 

On  Sunday,  the  twenty-second,  the  orders  of 
the  preccdiug  Friday  were  renewed. 

The  failure  of  General  Sherman's  command  to 
be  Sunday  night  at  the  rendezvous  assigned  it 
caused  a  further  postponement  of  the  movement 
of  the  troops  destined  to  cooperate  immediately 
with  it. 

To  a  just  understanding  of  the  subsequent 
movements  of  my  division,  it  should  be  remarked, 
that  during  the  whole  of  Sunday,  the  twenty- 
second,  much  movement,  some  of  it  singular  and 
mysterious,  was  observed  in  the  rebel  army 


road,  its  right  resting  about  midway  tan  j 
I  Moore's  road  and  the  brush  knob  in  front  of  Lm  f 
Palmer.    Respectfully,  your  obedient  temti, 

CGlAJTCtt 
Hajor-Gencnl,  mh^; 

Twelve  o'clock  M. 
Brigadier-General  Th.  J.  Wood, 

Commanding  Third  Division  Fourth  ArajCkp. 

Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  thii  order I»  | 
moned  my  brigade  commanders  to  my  ks±  1 
quarters,  to  give  them  full  and  minute  eri* 
tions  as  to  the  manner  in  which  I  toteiA**.  \ 
execute  the  instructions  I  had  receirei  l^fq 
also  to  express  in  person  the  part  the  e***^ 
of  each  was  to  perform  in  the  operaric>^:  a*  1 
disposition  of  the  division,  as  then  "f^^A 
the  brigade  commanders,  and  as  was  wk*8^^ 
most  successfully  carried  out,  was  at  foil 
Hazen's  brigade  on  the  rijfhtjWillich'io 
were  to  be  formed  in  two  lines,  the  first  . 
the  second  in  double  column,  closed  in  m- 

Beatty's  brigade  formed  in  double  columv-^i* 
jn  mass,  so  as  to  be  ready  to  deploy  to  tl^^^**15 
or  deploy  faced  to  the  left,  was  held  in  re**^ ^  n 
rear  of  Willich's  left.   This  arrangement  w 
fully  protect  Willich's  left  from  any  flank*- 
ment  of  the  enemy  during  the  advance.  As 


Officers  in  command  of  the  grand  guards  and  out- 
posts were  instructed  to  observe  the  greatest  vigi- 
lance Sunday  night,  to  send  out  patrols  frequently 
as  near  as  possible  to  the  enemy's  picket  lines, 
and  to  report  promptly  all  information  of  interest 
At  twelve  M.,  on  ilonday,  the  twenty-third,  I 
received  the  following  orders : 

II  EADQUAltTERS  Df.P'T  OF  THE  CUMBERLAND,  ) 

Chattanooga,  Tennessee,  November  23, 18fl3.  ) 
Major-Gen.  Granger,  commanding  Fourth  A.  C. : 

The  General  commanding  department  directs 
that  you  throw  one  division  of  the  Fourth  corps 
forward,  in  the  direction  of  Orchard  Knob,  (and 
hold  a  second  division  in  supporting  distance,)  to 
discern  the  position  of  the  enemy,  if  he  still  re- 
main in  the  vicinity  of  his  old  camps. 

Howard's  and  Baird's  commands  will  be  ready 
to  cooperate  if  needed.         J.  J.  Reynolds, 

ilaJor-Gencral,  Chief  of  Staff. 

/.  S.  FULLEBTON, 

A.  A.  General. 


oral  Sheridan  had  been  ordered  to  occupy  a  pof^^nj 
ivhich  would  place  his  division  in  rear  of  m\  r\^a 
flank  during  the  advance,  I  had  no  occasion  Jl 
look  to  the  safety  of  my  right  In  addition  to*- 
double  line  formation  just  described,  the 
grand  guard  on  duty  for  the  day  was  to  be  deploje^ 
on  the  advance  sentinel  line  of  pickets,  to  tint 
whole  would  be  covered  with  a  cloud  of  tkiiQHS" 
>rs.    I  ordered  the  formation  to  take  place  os  ik 
broad  slope  on  the  southern  side  of  Fort  Wood 
This  work  crowns  a  conical  eminence  about  ttt 
hundred  feet  elevation  above  the  level  of  the 
river,  situated  about  a  half  a  mile  out  of  Cist-' 
tanooga  in  a  south-easterly  direction.   Fran  ki 
parapet  the  rebel  works  and  troops  were  eleariy 
discernible. 

The  descent  of  this  hill  on  the  northern,  eastern, 
and  western  sides  is  abrupt,  but  gradually  oa 
the  southern,  extending  down  into  the  vaUer 
through  which  runs  the  Western  and  AUaati 
railway.  At  one  and  a  half  o'clock  p.  x.  tbi 
rrangements  were  all  completed,  the  troops  were 
in  position,  and  the  reserve  ammunition  and  ot- 
to ulance  trains  in  rear  of  Fort  Wood. 

Then,  at  the  bugle  signal,  the  majrmficent  amy 
And  serried  columns  moved  forward. 

It  scarcely  ever  falls  to  the  lot  of  man  Id  wit- 
ness so  grand  a  military  display. 

Every  circumstance  that  could  heighten  the  in- 
terests of,  or  impart  dramatic  effect  to  the  scene, 
was  present.   On  the  ramparts  of  Fort  Wood 
state  ^Otasreft.  ttfarat*  of  high  rank,  crowned  with 
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distinguished  for  scientific  attain- 

•e  administrative  ability. 

ne  and  column  checkered  the  broad 

anooga. 

Lainly  to  be  seen,  was  the  enemy, 
•e  encountered  in  deadly  conflict 
teemed  to  drink  in  the  inspiration 
and,  when  the  advance  was  sound- 
•rward  in  the  perfect  order  of  a 
e. 

1  my  good  fortune  to  witness,  on 
le-Mars  and  on  Long  Champ,  re- 
inns  of  the  French  service,  under 
most  remarkable  man  of  the  pres- 
a.  I  once  saw  a  review,  followed 
)attle,  of  the  finest  troops  of  El 
10.  The  pageant  was  held  on  the 
lilan,  the  queen  city  of  Lombardy, 
s  in  the  sham  conflict  were  com- 

0  of  the  most  distinguished  officers 
ontese  service— Cialdini,  and  an- 
ame  I  cannot  now  recall.  In  none  of 

1  did  I  ever  see  anything  to  exceed 
bearing  and  the  steadiness  of  my 
bited  in  the  advance  on  Monday 
second.  There  was  certainly  one 
ence  in  the  circumstances  of  these 
8.  The  French  and  Italian  parades 
.  pageants :  ours  involved  the  exi- 
srn  war— certainly  an  immense  dif- 

in justice  to  the  brave  men  who 
)rward  to  the  conflict  in  such  per- 
re  I  to  omit  to  record  that  not  one 
ed  behind  to  sully  the  magnificence 
38  of  the  grand  battle  array. 
Wood  to  the  railroad  the  country 
ith  of  the  railroad,  the  country 
s  partly  open  and  partly  wooded, 
de  had  to  pass  over  the  open  field, 
ed  yards  in  breadth,  and  WiUich's 
Broods.  On  the  southern  side  of 
uiemy's  front  line  of  pickets  was 

skirmishers  were  instructed  to 
1,  as  soon  as  the  advance  was 
pidlyas  possible,  and  drive  in  the 
ine  of  pickets  on  their  reserves, 
ras  excellently  performed, 
per  understanding  of  the  subse- 
tnts  of  the  division,  some  explana- 
ure  necessary. 

iob,  given  in  the  order  directing 
sance  as  the  guiding  point,  is  a 
knoll,  rising  some  hundred  feet 
lend  level  of  the  valley  of  Chat- 
i  twenty-one  hundred  yards  from 
rhe  rebels  had  held  the  knob  as 
co  the  investment  was  first  estab- 

taturally  so  strong,  they  had  done 
rthen  it  by  intronchments  on  its 
he  right  of  Orchard  Knob,  look- 
in,  a  rocky,  abrupt,  wooded  ridge 
1  hundred  yards  toward  the  south- 
t  so  elevated  as  the  knob.  The 
a  22 


enemy  had  formed  rude,  but  strong  barricades 
on  the  northern  slope,  just  below  the  crest  of 
this  ridge.  To  the  left  of  the  knob,  still  looking 
to  the  south,  a  long  line  of  rifle-pits  extended 
awav  off  to  the  northeast,  and,  trending  round, 
reached  almost  to  Citico  Creek.  Orchard  Knob 
was  the  citadel  of  this  line  of  intrenchments. 

General  Willich  was  ordered  to  direct  his 
brigade  on  the  knob,  and  General  Hazen  his 
brigade  on  the  intrenchments  on  the  right  of  it 
So  soon  as  the  skirmishers  moved  forward,  the 
enemy  opened  fire.  Across  the  open  field  and 
through  the  woods  the  skirmishers  kept  up  a 
sharp,  rattling  fire,  steadily  and  rapidly  driving 
in  the  enemy.  As  the  knob  and  intrenchments 
were  neared  the  fire  became  hotter,  the  resist- 
ance of  the  rebels  more  determined,  but  the 
majestic  advance  of  our  lines  was  not  for  a  mo- 
ment stayed.  Finally,  WiUich's  brigade,  which 
had  met  with  less  opposition  than  Hazen's,  hav- 
ing arrived  quite  near  the  knob,  "by  a  bold 
brush,"  ascended  its  steep  acclivity,  crowned  its 
summit,  and  it  was  ours.  Reference  is  made  to 
the  report  of  Brigadier-General  Willich  for  a 
more  lull  description  of  this  brilliant  feat  of 
arms. 

In  the  meantime,  Hazen's  brigade  was  en- 
countering a  determined  resistance  from  the 
enemy,  sheltered  by  his  breastworks  on  the 
rocky  ridge  to  the  right  For  a  few  moments 
the  fire  was  sharp  and  destructive.  More  than 
a  hundred  casualties  in  the  leading  regiments 
attest  the  severity  of  the  fire.  But  nothing 
could  restrain  the  impetuosity  of  the  troops. 
In  a  few  moments  after  Willich 's  brigade  had  car- 
ried Orchard  Knob,  Hazen's  skirmishers  poured 
over  the  enemy's  barricades.  The  Twenty-eighth 
Alabama  was  captured,  with  its  flag,  almost  en- 
tire. I  respectfully  refer  to  the  report  of  Briga- 
dier-General Hazen  for  a  more  detailed  narrative 
of  this  gallant  and  successful  assault  Among 
the  killed  we  have  to  mourn  the  loss  of  Major 
Birch,  Ninety-third  Ohio,  who  was  killed  while 
gallantly  leading  his  regiment  to  the  charge. 
So  soon  as  the  Knob  and  the  barricades  were 
taken,  the  enemy  fled,  to  take  shelter  in  his  in- 
trenchments at  the  base  of  Mission  Ridge. 

Beatty's  brigade,  though  not  playing  so  dis- 
tinguished a  part  as  the  other  two  brigades,  was 
doing  good  service  in  the  part  assigned  him. 
Following  the  left  of  WiUich's  brigade,  so  soon 
as  the  knob  was  carried,  some  of  Beatty's  regi- 
ments were  brought  forward  to  occupy  a  por- 
tion of  the  rifle  pits  to  the  left  of  WiUich's  po- 
sition. The  remainder  was  held  in  reserve. 
Shortly  after  the  successful  dash,  General  Gran- 
ger, commanding  the  Fourth  army  corps,  joined 
me  at  Orchard  Knob.  Personal  obsen  ation  as- 
sured him  of  the  extensiveness  and  completeness 
of  our  success.  The  result  having  been  reported 
to  General  Thomas,  commanding  the  Depart- 
ment, he  ordered  the  position  to  be  held  and 
intrenched.  Soon  the  men  were  engaged  in  this 
work.  While  so  employed,  the  enemy  opened 
a  most  terrific      oi  «iicA  %xui  ^hsol 
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several  batteries  established  on  Mission  Ridge. 
It  was  continued  nearly  an  hour — in  fact,  until 
toward  nightfall.  It  seems  almost  a  miracle, 
but  it  is  nevertheless  true,  that  no  damage  was 
inflicted  by  the  enemy's  artillery.  One  man 
only  was  very  slightly  wounded  by  the  frag- 
ment of  a  shell. 

While  my  division  was  engaged  in  intrench- 
ing its  position,  the  Eleventh  army  corps  was 
ordered  to  take  post  on  my  left  The  resistance 
it  met  in  its  front  from  lie  enemy  in  his  rifle- 
pits  rendered  its  progress  slow.  Two  regi- 
ments of  Beatty's  brigade  were  deployed  to  the 
left  to  take  the  rifle-pits  in  flank,  drive  out  the 
enemy's  skirmishers  therefrom,  and  relieve  the 
pressure  on  the  front  of  the  Eleventh  corps. 
This  service  was  quickly  and  handsomely  done, 
but  the  Eleventh  corps  neglecting  to  occupy  the 
rifle-pits,  the  enemy  returned  to  them.  It  was 
hence  necessary  for  the  two  regiments  of  Beat- 
ty's brigade  to  render  the  service  over  again 
on  Tuesday  morning,  the  twenty-fourth.  The 
whole  of  the  night  of  the  twenty-third  was 
spent  in  intrenching  our  position.  In  this  labo- 
rious work  the  troops  evinced  as  much  fortitude 
as  they  had  shown  gallantry  in  gaining  the  po- 
sition. Not  only  was  a  line  of  rifle-pits  and 
barricades  constructed  along  the  entire  front  of 
the  division  during  the  night,  but  a  strong 
epaulement  for  a  six-gun  field  battery  was  thrown 
up  on  the  summit  of  Orchard  Knob ;  Bridges' 
battery,  of  forty-three  inch  Rodman  guns  and 
two  Napoleons.  The  early  light  of  Tuesday 
morning  disclosed  to  the  anxious  gaze  of  the 
rebels  such  works  as  must  have  convinced  them 
we  intended  to  hold  the  position  won  the  day 
before.  Perchance  they  saw  in  this  evident  in- 
tention the  prognostic  of  further  and  more  ex- 
tensive operations,  to  be  attended  by  more  dis- 
tinguished and  important  results. 

I  almost  refer  to  the  report  of  General  Beatty, 
^commanding  Third  brigade  of  my  division,  for 
a  full  report  of  his  command  in  the  operations 
of  the  twenty-third. 

During  the  twenty-fourth  the  division  was 
quiet,  remaining  in  undisturbed  possession  of 
the  important  acquisitions  of  the  previous  after- 
noon. The  enemy  in  full  view,  and  sheltered 
behind  his  rifle-pits,  at  the  base  of  Mission 
Ridge,  made  no  effort  to  retrieve  his  losses.  An 
occasional  shot  from  the  skirmishers,  and  a 
"booming  of  a  gun  from  Orchard  Knob,  varied 
the  monotony  of  the  day.  We  had  ample  op- 
portunity to  watch  with  eager  interest  the  bril- 
liant operations,  though  miles  away  from  us,  of 
General  Hooker's  command  for  the  possession 
of  Lookout  Mountain.  And  when  the  morning 
sun  of  Wednesday  had  dispelled  the  mist  from 
the  mountain  top  and  displayed  to  our  view  the 
banner  of  the  brave  and  the  free  flying  from 
the  topmost  peak  of  Lookout  Mountain,  loud 
and  long  were  the  joyous  shouts  with  which 
my  division  made  the  welkin  ring. 

Shortly  after  night-fall,  Tuesday,  the  twenty- 
fourth,  I  received  the  following  order 


Chatlanooqa,  November  24,  180,  & 

General  :  The  following  instroctic 
just  been  received : 

HXADQCASTKBS  DSPAKODBR  Of  BB  Onm 


General  Granger  :  The  General  oo 
ing  Department  directs  that  you  have 
thing  ready  for  an  offensive  movement* 
morrow  morning. 

J.  J.  Bim 
IftJor-GtMraltOk 

You  will  make  every  preparation  ft 
movement 
By  command  of  Major-General  Grog 
J.  a  Fouib 
LieatenantOoloiMl  aad  A.  i 
Brigadier-General  Wood, 

Third  Division,  Fourth  Oorpt. 

In  conformity  with  these  instmctia 
during  Tuesday  night,  one  hundred  x 
ammunition  per  man  distributed  to  ft 
and  the  rations  in  the  haversacks  iq 
At  dawn  Wednesday  morning  my  dii 
ready  for  action,  and  only  awaited 
from  the  senior  officers  to  commenc 
slaught  Early  in  the  forenoon  of  ^ 
Orchard  Knob  became  the  station  of 
high  rank  and  signal  renown.  The  O 
General  of  the  Grand  Division  of  the '. 
was  there,  as  was  also  the  Commai 
Department  and  Army  of  the  Cumbei 
ing  the  forenoon  I  was  ordered  to  a 
line  of  skirmishers  to  the  southern  i 
wood  intervening  between  my  posit 
enemy's  rifle-pits  at  the  base  of  Mil 
This  service  was  gallantly  performei 
my's  skirmishers  being  rapidly  driv« 
compelled  to  take  shelter  behind  th< 
As  the  day  progressed,  the  interes 
tracted  every  eye  and  absorbed  ei 
was  that  involved  in  the  attempt 
Sherman's  command  to  effect  a  lodgi 
sion  Ridge,  near  the  tunnel.  Severe) 
than  had  been  expected  was  evident? 
with.  To  lessen  the  opposition  Genei 
was  encountering,  it  was  determi 
movement  should  be  made  agains 
centre.  I  was  ordered  to  advance 
the  enemy's  intrenchments  at  the  b 
sion  Ridge,  and  hold  them.  The  sig 
advance  was  to  be  six  guns  fired  in 
cession  from  the  batteries  on  Ore1 
The  necessary  instructions  were  g 
brigade  commanders.  This  was  near  t 
p.  m.  Soon  the  booming  of  the  gun 
the  reverberations  of  the  fastnesses 
Ridge  and  Lookout  Mountain ;  and 
echoes  had  died  away  in  the  distant 
their  ragged  heights  the  advance 
menced. 

Mission  Ridge  is  an  elevated  rang 
average  altitude  of  several  hundred 
the  general  level  of  the  country),  rm 
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*        The  part  of  it  assaulted  by  my  division  the 
'  ssfternoon  of  the  twenty-fifth,  is  about  four  miles 
~  flan  Chattanooga,  and  about  a  mile  from  Or- 
chard Knob.  Between  the  latter  and  the  base  of 
t  -Mlaaion  Ridge  there  is  a  broad,  wooded  valley. 
Of  course,  this  had  to  be  traversed  before  the 
intrenchments  at  the  base  of  the  ridge  could  be 
•Maul  ted. 

Aa  soon  as  our  troops  began  to  move  forward 
•he  enemy  opened  a  terrific  fire  from  his  bat- 
■°^JJ&»  on  the  crest  of  the  ridge. 

The  batteries  were  so  posted  as  to  give  a  di- 
**ct  &iid  cross  fire  on  the  assaulting  troops.  It 
J"0x*lcl  not,  perliaps,  be  an  exaggeration  to  say 
"the  enemy  had  fifty  pieces  of  artillery  dis- 
f!?*?^  on  the  crest  of  Mission  Ridge.   But  the 
firing  of  all  this  mass  of  artillery  could  not 
^T^y  the  onward  movement  of  our  troops.  They 
jj^saed  forward  with  dauntless  ardor,  and  car- 
the  line  of  intrenchments  at  the  base  of  the 
^^ce.    The  enemy  in  these  •  intrenchments, 
r^Ubtlessly  impressed  with  the  uselessness  of 
L^istancc,  made  no  serious  opposition,  but 
^J^ight  safety  by  flight  behind  his  intrench- 
^**nts  on  the  crest  of  the  ridge. 

When  the  first  line  of  intrenchments  was  car- 
^tad,  the  goal  for  which  we  had  started  was 
^on.   Our  orders  carried  us  no  further. 

We  had  been  instructed  to  carry  the  line  of 
Intrenchments  at  the  base  of  the  ridge,  and  then 
tialt.  But  the  enthusiasm  and  impetuosity  of  the 
troops  were  such  that  those  who  first  reached 
the  intrenchments  at  the  base  of  the  ridge 
bounded  over  them,  and  pressed  on  up  the  as- 
cent alter  the  flying  enemy.   Moreover,  the  in- 
trenchments were  no  protection  against  the 
enemy's  artillery  on  the  ridge.  To  remain  would 
be  destruction ;  to  retire  would  be  both  expen- 
sive in  life,  and  disgraceful. 

Officers  and  men  all  seemed  impressed  with 
this  truth.  In  addition,  the  example  of  those 
who  commenced  to  ascend  the  ridge  so  soon  as 
the  intrenchments  were  carried,  was  contagious. 

Without  waiting  for  an  order,  the  vast  mass 
pressed  forward  in  the  race  of  glory,  each  man 
eager  to  be  the  first  on  the  summit. 

The  enemy's  artillery  aud  musketry  could  not 
check  the  impetuous  assault.  Tne  troops  did  not 
halt  to  fire ;  to  have  done  so  would  have  been 
ruinous.  Little  was  left  to  the  immediate  com- 
manders of  the  troops  than  to  cheer  on  the  fore- 
most, to  encourage  the  weaker  of  limb,  and  to 
sustain  the  very  few  who  seemed  to  be  faint- 
hearted. 

To  the  eternal  honor  of  the  troops,  it  should 
be  recorded  that  the  laggards  were,  indeed,  few 
in  number.  The  interval  which  elapsed  between 
the  carrying  of  the  intrenchments  at  the  base  ot 
the  ridge  and  the  crowning  of  the  summit,  must 
have  been  one  of  intense  and  painful  anxiety  to 
ail  who  were  not  participants  in  the  assault. 
The  ascent  of  Mission  Ridge  was,  indeed,  an  ef- 
fort to  try  the  strongest  limbs  and  the  stoutest 
hearts. 

But  suspense  and  anxiety  were  not  of  long 
duration.   Upward  steadily  went  the  standard 


of  the  Union  (borne  onward  by  strong  arms,  up- 
held by  bravo  hearts),  and  soon  it  was  seen  fly- 
ing on  the  crest  of  Mission  Ridge !  Loud,  in- 
deed, were  the  shouts  with  which  this  spectacle 
was  received. 

Some  of  the  first  troops  on  the  crest  pressed 
forward  in  pursuit  of  the  flying  enemy  immedi- 
ately in  front  of  them,  while  others  (with  great 
good  sense  on  the  part  of  their  brigade  com- 
manders) were  deployed  to  the  right  aud  left  to 
clear  the  ridge,  and  to  relieve  the  pressure  on 
our  troops  that  had  not  gained  the  summit 

The  good  effect  of  the  flank  attacks  was 
almost  instantaneously  apparent,  and  soon  the 
entire  crest  was  occupied  by  our  troops.  Mis- 
sion Ridge  was  ours !  The  enemy,  whom  wo  had 
seen  during  the  two  lonely  months  of  the  invest- 
ment occupying  this  dominating  position,  was 
in  full  retreat 

As  the  day  was  nearly  spent,  and  the  troops 
much  worn  and  somewhat  disordered  by  the  as- 
cent, the  pursuit  could  not,  of  course,  be  lone 
continued.  Darkness  was  coming  on  apace,  and 
the  brigades  were  re-fnrmed  on  the  crest  of  the 
ridge,  where  they  bivouacked  for  the  night 

Tho  assault  of  Mission  Ridge  is  certainly  one 
of  the  most  remarkable  achievements  that  have 
ever  occurred.  Military  history  would  probably 
be  ransacked  in  vain  for  a  parallel,  with  so 
much  armed  resistance  eucountered,  probably 
no  assaidt  was  ever  so  eminently  successful. 

In  fifty  minutes  from  the  time  the  advance 
commenced,  the  first  flags  were  seen  flying  on  the 
crest  of  tho  ridge.  But  the  great  achievement 
was  not  won  without  serious  loss.  Many  gallant 
and  accomplished  officers  and  brave  men  were 
killed  and  wounded  in  the  Jissault  To  these 
especially  is  the  lasting  homage  and  gratitude  of 
the  country  due. 

As  is  not  at  all  singular,  there  is  a  difference 
of  opinion  as  to  what  troops  first  crowned  the 
summit  of  Mission  Ridge.  All  the  different  di- 
visions engaged  in  the  assault  set  up  claims  to 
this  honor ;  tho  brigades  of  the  same  division 
(I  know  it  is  so  in  my  division)  have  conflicting 
claims ;  and  in  like  manner  the  regiments  of  tho 
same  brigade  lay  claim  to  the  honor.  Each 
commander,  observing  his  own  troops  more 
closely  than  others,  is  disposed  to  think,  with 
all  honesty,  that  his  command  was  first  on  the 
crest.  While  admitting  I  am  liable  to  bo  mis- 
taken, I  sincerely  think  a  considerable  portion 
of  my  division  were  the  first  troops  that  reached 
the  summit  But  I  am  not  able  to  discriminate 
with  certainty  which  one  of  the  three  brigades 
was  first  up.  Tho  truth  is,  parts  of  each  brigade 
reached  tho  crest  almost  simultaneously ;  and 
where  injustice  might  bo  done,  I  do  not  think  it 
advisable  to  make  a  decision  on  the  conflicting 
claims.  In  fact,  I  do  not  consider  myself  com- 
petent to  do  so.  I  own  that  I  was  much  more 
interested  in  getting  to  the  top  of  the  ridge  than 
in  seeing  who  reached  there  first.  Happily,  it 
is  a  question  which  does  not  require  to  be  defi- 
nitely settled.  The  strong  position  of  the  enemy 
was  carried,  and  it  mattftT^\\\^^\v^,^te>^x^ 
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regiment,  brigade,  or  division  was  first  on  the 
summit.  Where  all  strove  so  ardently  to  do 
well,  he  who  was  first  up  can  only  be  considered 
as  more  fortunate,  not  more  deserving,  than  his 
comrades. 

I  must  refer  to  the  report  of  brigade  com- 
manders, with  their  accompaniments,  the  reports 
of  regimental  commanders,  for  a  more  minute 
and  detailed  narrative  of  the  operations  of  their 
several  commands  than  I  can  present  in  this  re- 
port To  these  reports  I  must  also  refer  for 
many  instances  of  special  commendation  for 
gallantry  and  good  conduct  displayed  by  regi- 
mental and  company  officers  and  soldiers.  To 
record  all  the  instances  of  heroism  displayed  by 
men  and  officers,  would  extend  this  report  be- 
yond all  reasonable  compass. 

After  the  rout  of  the  enemy  by  the  successful 
assault  on  Mission  Ridge  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
twenty-fifth,  as  shown  by  the  reports  of  the 
brigade  commanders,  wore  as  follows :  General 
Willich,  commanding  First  brigade,  reports  the 
capture  of  five  pieces  of  artillery;  General 
Hazen,  commanding  Second  brigade,  reports  the 
capture  of  eighteen  pieces  of  artillery ;  and  Gen- 
eral Beatty,  commanding  Third  brigade,  reports 
the  capture  of  eight  pieces  of  artillery.  There 
is,  I  believe,  some  conflict  of  claims  between 
Generals  Willich  and  Hazen  as  to  the  priority  of 
capture  of  two  pieces  of  artillery,  and  I  think 
they  have  both  mcluded  them  in  their  reports 
of  captures.  Without  pretending  to  decide 
which  of  the  two  has  the  better  claim,  which  I 
am  really  not  able  to  do  (nor  is  it  at  all  impor- 
tant the  question  should  be  settled),  I  make  the 
correction,  to  avoid  counting  two  pieces  twice. 
The  reports  of  the  brigade  commanders  show  an 
aggregate  capture  of  twenty-nine  pieces  of  artil- 
lery by  the  division — all  field  pieces.  In  regard 
to  the  conflict  between  Generals  Willich  and 
Hazen,  it  may  be  remarked  that  it  is  not  at  all 
strange  such  differences  of  opinion  should  exist 
in  regard  to  occurrences  on  the  battle-field,  as, 
by  reason  of  the  turmoil  of  the  conflict,  it  is  often 
impossible  to  mark  distinctly  the  exact  order  of 
precedence  of  events ;  and  where  also  two  regi- 
ments may  arrive  simultaneously  at  the  same 
place,  and  yet  each  honestly  think  itself  the  first 
there.  General  Willich,  commanding  First  bri- 
gade, reports  the  capture  of  two  regimental 
colors;  General  Hazen,  commanding  Second 
brigade,  three ;  and  General  Beatty,  two ;  mak- 
ing a  total  of  seven.  General  Willich  reports 
the  capture  of  twelve  hundred  stands  of  small 
arms;  General  Hazen,  six  hundred  and  fifty; 
and  General  Beatty,  two  hundred;  making  an 
aggregate  of  two  thousand  and  fifty  stands  of 
small  arms. 

Grand  summary  of  captures  by  the  division : 

Field  guns — twenty-nine. 

Field  caissons — twenty-five. 

Regimental  colors — seven. 

Stands  of  small  arms — two  thousand  and  fifty. 

Prisoners— over  one  thousand,  for  whom  re- 
ceipt were  received  by  the  Throvostr"fclars\\a\  ot 
the  division  from  the  Provost-Marshal  CxsnenA. 


I  have  not  the  report  of  my  Provort  InU  lr;_ 
before  me,  and  hence  cannot  gire  the  am  t  - 
number.  Among  the  prisoners  wereoionrf  I  .-  j. 
various  grades. 

The  causualties  in  the  division  tnoafaii  W.:-  '- 
sixteen  officers  killed  and  fifty-niwwowsj,  m~  1 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privstoi  p'^V 
one  hundred  and  fiflyfovr;  wounded,  ajMb 
dred  and  thirteen;  making  the  total  cmdtii 
of  the  division  one  thousand  and  fltysi 
Among  these  the  country  has  to  moon  Aula 
of  many  gallant  and  accomplished  ofeoiri  m '  ^ 
brave  and  devoted  men.  I  have  already  «si  Ie  - 
the  death  of  Major  Birch,  of  the  Kinmii  It 
Ohio,  who  was  killed  while  gallantly  Iwfafi  It-  . 
regiment  in  the  assaidt  on  the  enemyiiBtasV  IVl.  :■ 
ments  on  Monday  afternoon  of  the  twentftfi  II.  > 
Major  Irvin,  Sixth  Ohio,  and  Major  6ba,n^  Ir .: 
second  Indiana,  while  displayine  like  kens*  Is  T 
were  killed  in  the  assault  on  Morion  s%  It— - 
In  the  death  of  these  gallant  and  excelled*  Ir. 
cers  the  country  has  sustained  t  severe  ka   Ir-  _ 
To  my  brigade  commanders,  General  TOi  If  — 
commanding  First  brigade ;  General  Hue* as 
manding  Second  brigade ;  and  General  Be*, 
commanding  Third  brigade,  my  warmeitlMi  It :  . 
are  due  (and  are  hereby  tendered)  for  the  jnsft.  It . . 
.skilful,  and  intelligent  manner  in  whka  <«5  II^ 
performed  their  duties  in  these  brilliant  flf*  lo- 
tions.  They  each  displayed  high  penoeW  I  c- 
lantry,  as  well  as  professional  intellipaee.  l  I - 
commend  them  to  the  consideration  and  OR  ^  I  ~z 
my  seniors  in  rank.   They  speak  in  ttf»«  1 
high  praise  of  their  staff  officers,  andjdoato*  1  * 
justly. 

In  writing  a  report  of  operations  sffodsi  l'< 
opportunities  for  the  display  of  personal  p;  1 
lantry  and  heroism,  and  for  rendering  high  si  \ 
distinguished  service,  it  is  impossible  toxtafc-  I 
icle  the  name  of  every  officer  or  soldiery  1 
cially  distinguishing  himself.    And  where  al  1 
have  done  well,  to  attempt  to  discriminate  is&> 
viduals  would,  perhaps,  lead  to  mvidlou  d» 
tinctions.   But,  as  in  extensive  operations,  am 
are  fortunate  enough  to  specially  distinpaa 
themselves,  it  is  doing  no  more  than  juste?  o 
them  to  commemorate  their  names  in  an  official 
report   Colonel  Berry,  commanding  Fifth  Ktt* 
tucky,  displayed  conspicuous  gallantry  on  the 
twentV-third  and  on  the  twenty-fifth- "  He 
slightly  wounded  on  both  days.   Colonel  WQey. 
commanding  Forty-first  Ohio,  rendered  tig™' 
service  on  both  days,  and  displayed  high  oar- 
age.  In  the  assault  on  Mission  Ridge  he  re- 
ceived a  ghastly  wound  in  his  right  knee,  render- 
ing amputation  necessary.  IjoutenantCctoel 
Chandler,  commanding  Thirty-fifth  Illinois,  after 
being  among  the  very  first  on  the  summit  <i 
Mission  Ridgo,  rendered  the  most  important  Mr- 
vice  by  a  prompt  flank  movement  to  the  left, 
whereby  a  portion  of  the  resisting  rebels  **ert 
swept  off.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cliandler  men,  ac- 
cording to  his  brigade  commander's  report,  fal- 
lowed up  the  enemy  a  mile  and  a  half  in  his  re- 
V  O&cft&l  Stout,  commanding  Seventeen^- 

A^T&xvdfc^  ssA  'RasAac^  ^famtsding 
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ath  Indiana,  distinguished  themselves 
>r  of  their  assault  on  Mission  Ridge, 
rdor  with  which  they  attacked  tne 
:  the  crest  had  been  gained. 
temb?rs  of  my  personal  staff,  Captain 
distant  Adjutant-General,  First  Lieu- 
gan,  Fifty-eighth  Indiana,  and  Second 

Shaffer,  Ninety-third  Ohio,  Aides-de- 
tain Bartlett,  Forty-ninth  Ohio,  In- 
deral of  the  Division,  and  Captain 
aty-ninth  Illinois,  Assistant  Commis- 
usters,  who  accompanied  me  on  the 
ighout  the  entire  operations,  my 
especially  due  for  much  valuable  as- 
romptly  and  intelligently  rendered. 
>re  themselves  with  signal  gallantry, 
stow  was  slightly  wounded  by  the 
►f  a  shell  in  the  assault  on  Mission 
>  the  members  of  my  staff  who  were 
lately  on  the  field,  Captain  Bradley, 

battery,  Chief  of  Artfllery;  Captain 
istant  Quarter-Master;  Captain  Mul- 
issary  of  Subsistence;  Lieutenant 
Ordinance  Officer ;  and  Captain  Taft, 
rahal,  I  must  tender  my  thanks  for 
at  manner  in  which  they  performed 

Striate  duties.  Captain  Bridges,  com- 
e  battery  which  was  posted  on 
10b  during  the  night  of  the  twenty- 
good  service.  Special  praise  and 
ion  are  due  to  that  accomplished 
Christian  gentleman,  Surgeon  W. 
if edical  Director  of  the  division,  for 
mt  arrangements,  provided  in  ad- 
aking  care  of  the  wounded,  and  for 
b  manner  in  which,  so  far  as  human 
d  do  it,  their  sufferings  were  allevi- 

t  may  be  unusual,  I  trust  it  will  not 
red  in  bad  taste,  more  especially 
remembered  that  we  commenced  the 
rms  together  in  our  boyhood,  if  I  re- 
tcere  acknowledgments  to  the  Com- 
the  corps  of  which  my  division  is  a 
5  prompt  and  hearty  support  he  gave 


me  throughout  the  brilliant  operations  which 
terminated  in  raising  the  protracted  investment 
of  Chattanooga  and  the  rout  of  the  rebel  army. 

Immediately  after  the  termination  of  the  op- 
erations around  Chattanooga,  my  division,  with 
another  of  the  corps,  was  ordered  to  march 
to  the  relief  of  the  garrison  of  Knoxville,  belea- 
guered by  the  rebels  under  General  Longs treet 
Thinly  clad,  some  of  the  men  being  absolutely 
barefooted,  and  all  deficient  in  clothing,  and 
after  having  been  more  than  two  mouths  on 
short  rations,  the  march  was  cheerfully  com- 
menced and  rapidly  made  at  a  most  inclement 
season  of  the  year.  The  line  of  march  having 
been  changed  after  leaving  Chattanooga,  it  was 
impossible  to  draw  subsistence  from  the  Com- 
missariat Department,  and  during  the  remainder 
of  the  marcn  it  was  necessary  for  the  troops 
to  subsist  on  the  country.  This  their  indomita- 
ble energy  enabled  them  to  do.  And,  I  may 
add,  they  have  been  compelled  to  live  in  the 
same  way,  more  or  less,  ever  since.  When  we 
marched  from  Chattanooga  it  was  understood 
that  the  object  of  the  movement  was  simply  to 
cause  the  siege  of  Knoxville  to  be  raised,  and 
that  as  soon  as  this  was  accomplished  we  were 
to  return.  On  our  arrival  at  Knoxville  it  was 
determined  to  hold  us  there,  while  the  garrison 
pursued  the  retreating  rebels. 

After  remaining  at  Knoxville  a  week,  a  report 
was  received  that  Lon^street  had  turned  on  his 
pursuers  and  was  driving  them  back.  To  sup- 
port them  we  were  ordered  to  advance  to  this 
point,  and  here  we  have  remained  ever  since, 
suffering  all  the  privations  and  hardships  that 
insufficient  clothing,  insufficient  shelter,  and  in- 
sufficient food,  at  the  most  inclement  season  of 
the  year,  can  produce.  When  we  marched  from 
Chattanooga  the  troops  were  allowed  but  one 
wagon  per  regiment  for  the  transportation  of 
baggage,  shelter,  and  cookine  utensils. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
Thomas  J.  Wood, 

Brigadier-General  U.  8.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


itement  of  Casualties  in  the  Third  Division,  Fourth  Army  Corps,  in  the  operations 
before  Chattanooga,  on  23d,  24th,  and  25th  days  of  November,  1863. 


Killed. 

WouvniD. 

Manna. 

Total. 

enr, 
mr 

Commission- 
ed Officers. 

Enlisted 
Men 

Commission- 
ed Officers. 

Enlisted 
Men. 

Commission- 
ed Officers. 
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Men. 

Commissioned  Officers 
and  Enlisted  Men. 
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40 
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207 
899 
148 

387 
622 
174 

16 

144 

50 

814 

1,088 

Doc.  39. 

ONAL  OOUBT  FOB  LOUISIANA. 

ipture  of  New  Orleans  and  some  of 
t porta  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  a 


territory  of  great  importance  was  placed  under 
the  control  of  the  Federal  arms,  and  the  govern- 
ment of  that  district  was  a  duty  at  once  cast 
upon  the  power  holding  \t.  TYv* 
and  manufacturing  mtoreate  <A  ftna  w&afc.  <& 
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country,  connected  with  the  two  great  staples, 
cotton  and  sugar,  would  have  been  sufficient  to 
call  for  more  than  the  ordinary  extemporaneous 
provisions  in  such  cases ;  but,  in  addition  to 
those,  it  embraced  one  of  the  largest  commercial 
cities  in  the  country — one,  too,  of  much  wealth 
and  great  business  activity,  and  known  for  many 
years  before  as  one  of  the  most  turbulent  and 
difficult  to  govern.  The  only  power  of  the  Fed- 
eral Government  there  was  the  military.  This 
in  its  nature  being  executive,  and  purely  so. 
neither  the  legislative  nor  the  judicial  wants 
were  supplied  by  it  The  army  could  very  well 
execute  decrees  and  orders,  but  it  could  not  well 
hear  and  decide  cases ;  and  to  provide  for  the 
government  of  this  territory  while  it  should  be 
held  and  occupied  by  the  Federal  forces,  one  of 
the  first  things  was  to  establish  a  judiciary  by 
which  controversies  could  be  decided  and  jus- 
tice administered. 

Some  of  the  earlier  experiments  in  temporary 
expedients  for  this  purpose  were  not  as  success- 
ful as  could  be  desired.   A  large  part  of  the 

Eopulation  of  Louisiana  were  foreigners — persons 
orn  in  Europe  who  had  never  been  naturalized 
in  the  United  States,  and  who  still  owed  alle- 
giance to,  and  were  entitled  to  the  protection  of 
the  governments  under  which  they  had  been 
born.  This  class  in  particular,  by  the  aid  of  the 
consuls  and  agents  of  their  respective  govern- 
ments, had  given  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  not  only 
at  New  Orleans  and  in  Louisiana,  to  General 
Butler  and  the  authorities  there,  but  numbers  of 
claims  which  had  been  passed  upon  in  one  way 
and  another  in  Louisiana  went  on  appeal  to 
Washington,  and  were  there,  through  the  minis- 
ters and  agents  of  the  respective  governments, 
pressed  upon  the  attention  of  the  authorities. 
These  cases,  as  they  had  not  been  passed  upon 
by  courts  of  general  jurisdiction  and  permanent 
powers,  had  to  be  re-examined  there.  In  this 
manner  a  great  amount  of  labor  was  thrown 
upon  the  President  and  members  of  the  Cabiuet, 
and  sometimes  very  serious  anxieties  were  occa- 
sioned as  to  the  relations  of  the  government 
with  the  governments  of  these  complainants.  To 
supply  the  wants  of  the  State  and  avoid  these 
complications  with  foreign  powers,  this  court 
was  created  with  powers  plenary  in  all  cases. 
The  order  of  the  President  creating  it  was  in  the 
following  words : 

u  EXECUTIVE  ORDER,   ESTABLISHING  A  PROVISIONAL 
COURT  IN  LOUISIANA. 

''KxrcirnvBMAxnoir,  \ 
"  Washington,  October  20,  1882.  J 

"  The  insurrection  which  has  for  some  time 
prevailed  in  several  of  the  States  of  this  Union, 
including  Louisiana,  having  temporarily  sub- 
verted and  swept  away  the  civil  institutions  of 
that  State,  including  the  judiciary  and  the  judi- 
cial authorities  of  the  Union,  so  that  it  has  become 
necessary  to  hold  the  State  in  military  occupa- 
tion ;  and  it  being  indispensably  necessary  that 
there  shall  be  some  judicial  tribunal  existing 
there  capable  of  administering  justice,  I  Ytwre, 


fL*J. 


hereby  constitute  a  Provisional  Com;  sir 
shall  be  a  Court  of  Record  for  the  Stile  of  In 
isiana,  and  1  do  hereby  appoint  Chub  Alt 
body,  of  New  York,  to  be  a  Proviooaal^rt 
hold  said  court,  with  authority  to  hear,  fori 
determine  all  causes,  civil  and  criminal,  mrtifcj  I 
causes  in  law,  equity,  revenue,  and  aossfc 
and  particularly  all  such  powers  andjaritfth 
as  belong  to  the  District  and  Gircut  covii*] 
the  United  States,  conforming  his  procerisa,  F 
so  far  as  possible,  to  the  course  of  prooeAs  | 
and  practice  which  has  been  enstomnr  ■  ■ 
courts  of  the  United  States  and  hwmJk 
judgment  to  be  final  and  conclusive.  And  lit 
herebv  authorize  and  empower  the  wid  ^ 
to  make  and  establish  such  rules  and  ng*B" 
as  may  be  necessary  for  the  exercw  rf 
jurisdiction,  and  to  appoint  a  Prosecutog 
ney,  Marshal  and  Clerk  of  the  said  wnrt 
shall  perform  the  functions  of  attorney,  watt  | 
and  clerk,  according  to  such  proceed 1 
practice  as  before-mentioned,  and  entir 
regulations  as  may  be  made  and  ataHMwj 
said  Judge.  These  appointments  are  to  cwj 
during  the  pleasure  of  the  President, not. 
ing  beyond  the  military  occupation  of 
of  New  Orleans,  or  the  restoration  of  <bt  • 
authority  in  that  city  and  in  the  StateefU^j 
ana.   These  officers  shall  be  paid  out*' 
contingent  fund  of  the  War  Department,9 
pensation  as  follows :   *      *      *  * 
Such  compensations  to  be  certified  by 
rotary  of  War.   A  copy  of  this  order,  c* 
by  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  delivered  to 
Judge,  shall  be  deemed  and  held  to  be  &  id 
commission.   Let  the  seal  of  the  United 
be  hereunto  affixed. 

"  Abraham  Ldkhx' 

"By  the  President: 
"  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  Slate? 

l1 

"  I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  atm 
copy,  duly  examined  and  compared  wjtk 
original  of  the  executive  order  of  the  P) 
of  the  United  States,  constituting  a  ProTiawcal 
Court  for.  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

"  Witness  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  Wit 
Department 

M  Edwdt  M.  StaktoSj 

"fltcntMjrcrtot" 

"Attest:  John  Bom, 

"  Chief  Clerk." 

This  order  provides  a  tribunal,  with  power* 
as  comprehensive  as  can  be  desired  for  airy  and 
all  purposes.  Without  limit  as  to  amounts  or 
the  nature  of  the  controversies,  it  confers  <n 
Judge  Peabody  the  power  to  hear  and  determine 
all  causes  of  every  name  and  kind,  and  ordains 
that  his  decision  shall  be  final  and  conclusive. 

The  language  of  the  order  is  very  clear :  *  I 
do  hereby  appoint  Charles  A.  Peabody,  of  New 
York,  to  be  a  Provisional  Judge  to  hold  said 
ccroiV^V&a.  *utasrta  to  taax ,  try,  and  determine 


"Wab  ] 
*  Wjuhxhrox,  28d  October, 


therefore,  thought  it  proper  to  appo'mt,an&\<^  ^tteaaoi^  rnkSa^ 
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,  ]0W,  equity,  revenue,  and  admiralty,  and  par- 
ty all  such  powers  and  jurisdiction  as 
;  to  the  District  and  Circuit  courts  of  the 
Ubitod  States,    *    *    *    *    his  judgments 
to  hm  final  and  conclusive/'  leaving  no  doubt  as 
fiber  the  comprehensiveness  of  its  jurisdic- 
in  respect  to  the  subject-matters  embraced, 
>  Hie  extent  of  its  powers  as  to  the  conelusive- 
~wam  of  its  judgments. 

Thim  court  went  into  operation  in  January, 
1888.  Its  inauguration  was  announced  by  a 
proclamation  of  General  Shepley,  then  Military 
Governor  of  Louisiana,  in  the  following  terms : 

*'A  PROCLAMATION. 

*'8lAI*  OF  LoCliHAXA,  EXKITIVK  DePA RT JfUXT,  1 

«  New  Orijuxs,  December  29,  1862.  J 

"By  am.  executive  order,  dated  on  the  twen- 
day  of  October,  a.  d.  1862,  Abraham  Lin- 
yjpT  President  of  the  United  States,  has  consti- 
an  *  United  States  Provisional  Court  for 
«fc  Aafe  Louisiana,'  and  appointed  the  Hon. 
^™ies  j^,  Peabody  to  be  a  Provisional  Jndge 
«o  bold  said  court. 

t   .By  tlie  terms  of  this  order  he  is  invested 
'TOu  authority  to  hear,  try,  and  determine  all 
civil  and  criminal,  including  causes  in 
equity,  revenue,  and  admiralty,  and  particu- 
*Fv  to  exercise  all  such  powers*  and  jurisdie- 
*011  •»  belong  to  the  District  and  Circuit  courts, 
^JoTming  his  proceedings,  as  far  as  possible, 
^  course  of  proceedings  and  practice  which 
5^  Wi  customary  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
*HatM  and  Louisiana ;  his  judgment*  to  be  final 
**id  conclusive.* 

"The  said  Judge  is  further  authorized  and 
Empowered  to  make  and  establish  such  rules 
^ai  regulations  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
exercise  of  his  jurisdiction,  and  to  appoint  a 
frosecuting  Attorney,  Marshal,  and  Clerk  ni  the 
said  court. 

"  In  the  exercise  of  the  authority  conferred  by 
this  order,  the  said  Judge  has  appointed  George 
D.  Laraont,  Prosecuting  Attorney,  Augustus  De 
B.  Hughes,  Clerk  of  said  court,  and  Isaac  Ed- 
wards Clark,  Marshal. 

M  Official  notice  is  hereby  given  of  the  organ- 
ization of  Baid  court,  and  of  the  appointment  of 
the  said  Charles  A.  Peabody  as  Judge,  and  of 
the  officers  of  the  court  by  him  appointed. 

44  All  judgments,  decisions,  and  decrees  of  said 
court,  and  all  acts  of  said  officers  by  them  done 
under  the  authority  of  said  order,  are  to  be  re- 
spected and  obeyed  accordingly. 

"George  F.  Sheplky, 

"Military  Governor  of  I^uiHtana." 

Under  this  order  it  will  bo  seen  that  the, 
powers  conferred  were  the  administration  of 
justice,  and  that  not  according  to  any  law  desig- 
nated or  suggested.  The  civil  institutions  of 
the  country  having  been  swept  away,  the  law 
theretofore  in  force  there  had  yielded  like  the 
rest,  and  was  no  longer  in  force  as  the  rule  of  con- 
duct of  men,  or  the  guide  in  the  administration 
of  justice.  The  court  therefore  was  to  admin- 
ister justice,  not  by  any  particular  law,  but  in 


its  own  way,  and  to  adopt  its  own  rules  or  laws 
by  which  it  would  be  guided  in  the  administra- 
tion of  it ;  and  this  very  early  called  for  the 
adoption  and  promulgation  by  the  court  of  a 

j  system  of  rides  of  action. 

j  Tho  court  considered  it  the  purpose  and  duty 
of  the  government  to  govern  the  country  held 
by  its  armies  in  a  maimer  consistent  with  its 
own  dignity  and  best  interests,  and  the  condi- 
tion of  things  brought  about  by  tho  war  in 
which  it  was  engaged ;  that  in  doing  this  it  would 
have  great  respect  for  the  interests  of  those  to 
be  governed ;  tliat  in  selecting  the  system  of 
laws  by  which  transactions  between  individuals 
should  be  governed  and  controversies  decided, 
the  interests  of  the  people  of  the  locality  would 
be  chiefly  consulted ;  the  government  itself  hav- 
ing but  little  interest,  except  to  deal  justly,  pre- 
serve quiet,  cultivate  contentment,  and  give  the 
people  the  system  most  beneficent  for  them  un- 
der all  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  The  gov- 
ernment naturally  looked  to  the  system  it  found 
in  operation  there  at  the  time  of  the  conquest  of 
tho  country.  That  system  had  been  introduced 
there  by  the  wisdom  of  the  country,  as  best 
suited  to  the  wants  of  the  community,  its  habits 
and  pursuits ;  and  it  was  reasonable  to  suppose 
that  tho  selection  had  been  wise,  and  this  cir- 
cumstance would  commend  it  t<>  the  favorable 
consideration  of  the  government.  That  system 
had,  moreover,  been  in  force  previously,  and  the 
transactions  and  contracts  which  would  be  the 
subjects  of  consideration  in  the  court,  had  most 
of  them  been  entered  into  while  it  had  been  so 
in  force,  and,  as  might  fairly  be  presumed,  with 
reference  to  it  as  the  system  by  which  they 
would  be  construed  and  carried  into  effect ;  and 
consequently  that  system  (other  tilings  being 
equal)  would  be  most  just  and  beneficial  in  its 
operation  in  those  cases ;  and  not  less  so  than 
any  new  system  in  respect  to  other  cases  more 
recently  arisen,  or  those  thereafter  to  arise. 
The  court  therefore  declared  that,  as  far  as  the 
altered  condition  of  things  would  permit,  the 
system  of  laws  heretofore  in  Louisiana  would 
be  adopted  as  tho  one  which  would  be  the  guide 
of  the  court  in  the  administration  of  justice. 

The  general  orders  of  the  General  in  command 
of  tho  Department  of  course  were  binding  as 
laws,  and  were  to  be  respected  as  of  paramount 
authority  by  the  court 

Those  orders  made  numerous  modifications  of 
the  law  adopted  as  the  basis  of  the  system,  and 
indicated  the  policy  of  the  government  in  the 
many  matters  to  which  they  related.  They  were 
the  express  or  written  law  of  the  land  for  the 
time,  and  corresponded  in  most  respects  with 
the  statutes  enacted  by  the  legislative  power  in 
a  country  under  civil  administration  of  govern- 
ment. 

All  the  power  of  the  government  being  in  the 
military  arm,  it  followed  that  that  arm  had  the 
power  to  dictate  laws  according  to  which  jus- 
tice should  be  administered,  as  well  as  to  erect 
courts  to  administer  it  For  reasons  similar  to 
those  which  led  the  co\\i\,  \o  oAo^ft&taw**! 
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Louisiana  in  matters  pecuniary  and  civil  in  their 
nature,  the  criminal  laws  of  Louisiana  were 
adopted  as  the  rule  of  the  administration  of 
criminal  justice.  "  These  laws,"  said  the  court, 
in  a  charge  to  a  grand  jury,  "framed  by  the 
wisdom  of  the  State,  with  an  enlightened  appre- 
ciation of  the  wants  and  interests  of  the  com- 
munity here,  will  bo  fouud  best  adapted  to  the 
government  of  this  country,  and  will  be  your 
guide  and  rule  in  your  deliberations  generally  in 
theperformauce  of  your  duties  as  grand  jurors." 

The  laws  of  the  State,  however,  in  criminal 
as  well  as  civil  matters,  he  said  would  not  be 
adhered  to  inflexibly  in  the  new  condition  of 
things. 

There  were  changes  in  circumstances  which 
must  be  taken  into  account  in  administering 
criminal  justice.  These  changes  and  the  modifi- 
cations they  would  require  in  the  administration 
of  justice,  were  subjects  to  be  considered  by  the 
court  in  cases  as  they  should  arise,  and  not  gen- 
erally matters  that  could  be  provided  for  by 
rules  of  general  application.  It  was  natural  that 
certain  crimes  should  become  frequent  in  a  state 
of  society  broken  and  chaotic,  where  the  general 
feeling  of  obligation  and  restraint  among  men 
was  relaxed,  and  the  temptations  to  crime,  grow- 
ing out  of  increased  wants  and  temptations, 
greatly  increased,  and  the  punishments- must  be 
graduated  accordingly. 

In  most  cases  where  a  departure  from  former 
laws  would  become  expedient,  it  would  be  in 
the  direction  of  greater  mildness  in  punishment. 
In  some  cases,  however,  a  deviation  in  the  op- 
posite direction  might  be  called  for  by  the  ne- 
cessities of  the  caso.  A  similar  rule  was  adopted 
as  to  cases  which,  imder  the  former  system  of 
things,  would  have  been  cognizable  by  the  Fed- 
eral courts.  In  those  cases  the  same  law  was 
applied  as  would  have  been  administered  in  the 
Federal  courts  in  the  respective  departments  of 
civil  and  criminal,  legal  and  equitable,  admiralty 
and  maritime,  jurisprudence. 

As  soon  as  the  court  was  ready  for  business, 
a  large  amount  was  commenced  in  it  of  the 
various  kinds  to  which  the  habits  and  pursuits 
of  the  country  give  rise  in  times  of  peace,  and 
many  questions  were  presented  which  arose 
out  of  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  times, 
the  previous  occupation  by  the  Confederate 
authorities,  acts  governmental  and  personal  dur- 
ing that  tune,  and  the  change  01  rule  by  the 
occupation  by  the  Federal  forces.  Most  of  the 
questions  presented  were  such  as  arise  naturally 
out  of  the  transactions  between  men  in  a  com- 
munity— such  as  this  was,  and  had  been ;  but 
many  of  them  were  eccentric  in  their  character, 
arising  out  of  the  peculiar  state  of  things  exist- 
ing at  the  time,  and  that  which  had  previously 
existed  there  in  the  course,  of  the  revolution, 
the  Confederate  rule,  and  the  transition  from 
Federal  to  Confederate,  and  from  Confederate 
back  to  Federal  government,  and  the  substitu- 
tion of  martial  for  civil  law  and  government 
Many  of  these  were  exceedingly  novel  and 
peculiar. 


The  court  was  always  governed  by  tberdv 
and  principles  of  law,  adhering  to  all  fetal 
of  civil  tribunals,  and  avoiding  eventing  li 
a  military  administration  of  justice.  hawM 
matters  it  summoned  a  Grand  Jury,  and  si 
mittcd  to  it  all  charges  for  examination,  ife 
indictment  found,  the  cases  were  tried  Worn 
jury  with  all  the  usual  forms  of  Jav.udi&fti 
rules  theretofore  in  use  which  were  notion* 
sistent  with  the  existing  condition  of  tap 
Several  capital  cases  were  tried,  and  conricasi 
were  obtained.  Three  cases  were  tried  ii « 
week,  in  two  of  which  convictions  of  ante? 
were  had,  and  in  the  other  a  conviction  of  as> 
slaughter — such  a  coincidence  as  in  that  lie* 
tious  country  had  probably  never  occantdk 
fore,  and  was  not  likely  soon  to  occur  again. 

Crimes  against  the  person  there  had  ttldoi 
before  been  punished  at  all,  and  hence  drift tl 
ministration  of  justice  in  that  place  waawnst 
able. 

The  first  court  established  there  waathefcv 
vost  Court  of  the  armv ;  at  first  perfono| 
only  the  duties  of  a  military  court,  then  th» 
of  a  general  criminal  court. 

In  addition  to  these  duties,  and  in  theabatnat 
of  other  courts,  the  Provost  Court,  from  tune  to 
time,  sometimes  by  order  of  the  Commanding 
General,  entertained  and  tried  civil  suits,  tad 
those  not  only  of  the  usual  character  aiiof 
out  of  transactions  of  a  pecuniary  nature,  ta 
those  once  esteemed  of  ecclesiastical  cogni- 
zance, such  as  successions,  the  administration 
of  the  estates  of  deceased  persons,  the  custody 
of  infants  and  their  estates,  and  cases  of  divorce, 
not  only  ''  a  mensa  et  thoro,"  but  also ki  a  vin- 
culo matrimonii." 

In  that  court  the  pleadings  had  always  been 
oral ;  no  notes  of  evidence  were  taken,  and  the 
decision  usually  followed  immediately  on  the 
closing  of  the  evidence  or  arguments  of  conn- 
Bel,  in  cases  where  arguments  were  heard. 

That  court  had  been  doing  business  some 
months  when  the  Provisional  Court  went  into 
operation,  and  the  questions  growing  out  of  the 
actions  of  that  court  were  among  the  moat 
novel  and  eccentric  that  came  before  the  Pro- 
visional Court.  The  operations  of  that  court 
had  been  most  beneficent,  and  it  was  safe  to 
assume  that  instico  and  the  best  interests  of  the 
public  would  be  advanced  by  sustaining  its  acta 
bo  far  as  circumstances  would  permit,  and  die 
Provisional  Court,  therefore,  always  inclined  to 
sustain  its  jurisdiction.  When,  for  instance,  a 
divorce  "  a  mensa  et  thoro"  had  been  adjudged 
by  that  court,  on  the  application  of  the  wife, 
and  more  than  a  year  had  elapsed  without  a 
reconciliation  of  the  parties,  the  law  of  Louisiana 
in  such  a  case  giving  the  plaintiff  after  the 
expiration  of  a  year,  a  right  to  a  complete  di 
vorce  "  a  vinculo  matrimopii,"  and  half  of  the 
property  acquired  during  coverture,  the  Pro- 
visional Court  was  applied  to,  to  make  the  final 
decree  and  distribute  the  property  between  the 
parties. 
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«f  the  Provost  Court,  affirmed  its  decision, 
ordered  judgment  of  divorce,  dissolving 
•ends  of  matrimony,  and  dividing  the  prop- 
v£  the  marriage,  and  awarding  the  cub  tody 
npport  of  the  children. 

De  Bear  vs.  Be  Barr. 

Cr.  Emerson  daring  the  rale  of  the  Confed- 
■Mithoritiee,  held  a  mortgage  on  the  prop- 
ff"  one  Guilloutet  He  proceeded  to  fore- 
and  had  obtained  an  order  for  the  sale 
^  property.  He  directed  the  Sheriff  to 
in  payment  of  his  mortgage  only  gold 
»lver.  Guilloutet  wished  to  pay  it  in  Con- 
notes.  These  Emerson  refused  to  *re- 
-  Shortly  afterwards  Emerson  was  arrested 
**ier  of  a  Confederate  Provost-Marshal  and 
fed  before  him  and  questioned  as  to  his  re- 
*■  to  receive  Confederate  notes  in  payment 
•aid  that  he  had  refused,  and  further  said 
•  as  to  debts  like  the  mortgage  arising  out 
X&tracts  made  prior  to  the  Confederate  rule, 
*a  the  currency  was  specie  or  its  eqoivafent, 
1  on  which  he  had  paid  or  loaned  specie,  he 
old  insist  on  payment  in  specie,  and  should 
fine  to  receive  Confederate  notes.  The  Pro- 
(-Marshal  ordered  him  committed  to  the 
•h  prison,  telling  him  that  ho  would  dis- 
ge  him  whenever  he  would  consent  to  re- 
e  Confederate  notes  in  payment  of  all  sums 

him.  Being  an  old  man  and  infirm,  he 
d  not  remain  there  without  great  danger  to 
life,  and  he  soon  yielded  to  the  entreaties  of 
wife  and  friends,  and  save  a  written  promise 
10  Provost-Marshal  that  he  would  receive 
e  notes  in  payment  of  all  sums  due  him, 
was  discharged.  Shortly  afterwards  the 
igage  was  paid  off  by  Guilloutet  in  Confed- 
» notes,  and  was  cancelled  off  record. 
Km  after  the  Provisional  Court  was  opened, 
non  brought  a  suit  to  have  the  cancellation 
tie  mortgage  rescinded  and  the  mortgage 
wred  to  its  condition  as  a  lien  on  the  prem- 

and  'offered  to  return  the  Confederate 
a  to  Guilloutet  Since  the  cancellation  of 
mortgage,  Gilloutet  had  procured  from  an- 
r  person,  named  Samony,  having  no  knowl- 
i  of  the  manner  in  which  the  cancellation 
■merson's  mortgage  had  been  effected,  an- 
r  loan,  and  had  given  another  mortgage  on 
same  property.  The  holder  of  this  mort- 
i  was  also  made  defendant  in  Emerson's 
,  and  the  lien  of  his  mortgage  was  also 
;ht  to  be  cat  off  or  postponed  to  that  of 
non. 

le  Court  ordered  the  cancellation  to  be  va- 
d,  and  Emerson's  mortgage  to  be  restored 
lien  on  the  property,  but  declined  to  vacate 
K>stpone  the  lien  of  the  subsequent  mort- 
»,  and  excepted  that  from  the  operation  of 
Tson's  lien,  and  established  it  as  prior  to 
of  Emerson's  mortgage, 
is  not  a  little  remarkable  that  while  things 
bis  kind  were  of  freauent  occurrence  dur- 
the  rule  of  the  Confederacy,  there  is  no  law 
be  Confederate  States,  or  of  any  State  of 


the  Confederacy,  making  these  Confederate 
notes  legal  tender,  or  obliging  any  one  to  accept 
them  in  payment,  and  the  whole  matter  of  urg- 
ing this  currency,  so  universal  throughout  the 
Confederacy,  and  of  which  instances  wore  so 
frequent,  and  the  modes  often  so*  fatally  violent, 
was  without  the  warrant  or  pretence  of  any 
warrant  of  law  whatever. 

The  Court  held  that  its  powers  to  hear  and 
determine  finally  all  cases,  embraced  not  only 
cases  originating  therein,  but  also  those  com- 
menced and  pending  in  other  courts  in  the 
State,  whose  functions  were  suspended  by  the 
Rebellion,  and  not  only  those  pending  in  courts 
of  original  jurisdiction,  when  they  hod  been 
commenced  in  the  State  courts  and  the  Federal 
courts,  but  also  those  pending  in  appellate 
courts  of  the  State  and  of  the  United  States 
within  the  boundaries  of  that  State,  and  accord- 
ingly cases  pending  in  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  State,  the  appellate  court  of  last  resort,  on 
appeal  from  the  courts  of  the  several  parishes, 
and  those  pending  in  the  Circuit  courts  of  the 
United  States  on  appeal  from  the  District  courts 
of  the  Eastern  ana  Western  districts  of  Louis- 
iana, were  considered  as  coming  within  the 
powers  of  this  court  to  hear  and  decide,  and 
some  of  them  were  transferred  to  it  by  order  ot 
this  court,  and  were  then  heard  and  determined. 
Causes  pending  in  other  courts  were  transferred 
to  this  court  only  where  the  functions  of  the 
court  in  which  they  were  pending  were  in  sus- 
pense and  they  could  not  be  prosecuted  to  a 
conclusion  there.  Where  the  courts  in  which 
they  were  pending  were  then  in  operation  and 
justice  could  be  had  there,  this  court  always 
declined  to  interfere.  Among  the  cases  in  which 
the  action  of  the  court  was  early  invoked,  were 
many  of  a  public  character  on  behalf  of  the 
government  by  its  officers.  Of  these  some  of  the 
most  attractive  were  those  of  maritime  prize, 
and  those  arising  under  the  Confiscation  acts  of 
1862.  Numbers  of  these  were  presented  for 
consideration  at  an  early  day.  The  Court  im- 
mediately decided  that  it  had  not  jurisdiction  in 
cases  of  prize,  holding  that,  although  such  ques- 
tions were  embraced  in  the  general  terms  of 
the  order  constituting  the  court,  still  that  in  the 
very  nature  of  the  court,  deriving  its  powers, 
not  from  the  Constitution  or  laws  of  the  United! 
States,  but  from  the  Chief  Executive  officer  and 
military  head  of  that  government,  exorcising 

Eowers  conferred  on  him  as  such  officer  by  the 
kw  of  nations,  and  constituted  for  and  holding 
its  sessions  in  territory  held  in  military  occupa- 
tion by  the  forces  of  the  United  States,  and 
over  which  his  powers  of  government  were  de- 
rived from  the  conquest  and  military  occupation 
of  it,  and  from  the  necessities  arising  from  that 
condition  of  things,  it  had  not  jurisdiction  for 
such  purposes,  and  it  declined  to  entertain 
them. 

Suits  in  considerable  number  were  also  brought 
on  behalf  of  the  United  States  to  enforce  the 
laws  of  1862  for  the  coiia&ca&oiiot  ^x^^l 
of  those  who  had  taken  m&nq  ^%x\.  Vdl  w> 
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lion.  In  answer  to  these  proceedings,  it  was 
insisted  that  the  court  had  not  jurisdiction  in 
cases  of  this  class,  and  very  able  and  elaborate 
arguments  were  heard,  Mr.  George  S.  Lacey,  and 
Mr.  William  EL  Hunt,  and  Mr.  Rosolins,  ail  emi- 
nent members  of  the  bar  of  New  Orleans,  ap- 

P earing  for  the  claimants,  and  Mr.  Lamont,  the 
rosecuting  Attorney  of  the  court,  appearing 
for  the  government.  This  argument  occupied 
several  days,  and  at  the  close  of  it  the  court 
took  time  for  consideration.  While  the  question 
remained  undecided,  the  constitutional  courts  of 
the  United  States  for  that  district  were  organ- 
ized and  opened,  and  all  business  of  the  kind 
was  transferred,  with  the  approbation  of  both 
courts,  to  the  District  Court,  that  being  the  court 
in  *  which,  by  the  law  itself,  questions  arising 
under  it  were  directed  to  be  tried. 

The  question  of  jurisdiction  was  never  decided, 
and  was  in  effect^  by  subsequent  events,  with- 
drawn from  consideration.  It  was  understood, 
however,  that  Judge  Peabody  had  great  doubts 
of  his  jurisdiction,  and  that  his  doubts  arose 
from  an  inclination  to  think  that  the  question 
was  governed  by  the  same  rule  as  that  of  juris- 
diction in  cases  of  prize,  in  which  he  had  already 
docided  that  ho  had  not  jurisdiction.  If,  how- 
ever, the  court  had  originally  had  jurisdiction 
in  these  cases,  in  the  absence  of  the  Federal 
court,  on  which  the  jurisdiction  had  been  ex- 
pressly by  the  act  itself  conferred,  he  was  quite 
of  the  opinion  that  it  did  not  rotain  it  after  the 
organization  and  re-establishment  of  that  court, 
but  was  thereby  divested  of  it 

In  cases  of  prize  the  court  declined  jurisdic- 
tion, and  in  cases  of  confiscation  it  doubted  its 
jurisdiction  and  never  exercised  it 

In  no  other  class  of  cases  was  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  court  ever  questioned  or  doubted.  So 
convincing  is  the  argument  of  necessity  to  per- 
sons present  and  witnessing  with  their  own 
senses  its  illustrations,  that  no  one  was  found  to 
doubt  that  the  military  power  of  the  United 
States  holding  that  country  in  military  occupa- 
tion, had,  ex  necessitate  rei,  the  right  to  govern 
it 

All  other  powers  being  suspended  by  the 
conquest,  it  followed  that  whatever  of  govern- 
ment it  should  have  must  come  from  that 
source.  That  it  should  have  government  from 
some  source,  no  sane  man  could  doubt  That  it 
could  in  the  existing  condition  of  things  have  it 
from  any  other  was  plainly  impossible.  It  must, 
therefore,  have  it  from  that ;  and  to  have  refused 
it  would  have  been  not  merely  a  breach  of  duty, 
but  a  violation  of  one  of  the  first  principles  and 
plainest  dictates  of  humanity. 

The  judgments  and  mandates  of  this  court 
were,  of  course,  to  bo  executed.  They  would  be 
executed  by  the  same  power  by  which  the  court 
was  constituted.  To  tnis  the  military  and  naval 
force  at  the  command  of  the  President  was 
pledged.  With  this  understood,  nothing.like 
resistance  or  a  hesitation  to  obey  was  ever  for  a 


presented  to  the  bar,  the  all-embracing  rap 
honsiveness  of  its  jurisdiction,  u  to  tie  ow 
and  questions  which  it  was  authorized  toe* 
tain,  and  the  omnipotence  of  its  jotkne^to 
minating  without  appeal  the  rjgmi  of  it 
parties  in  all  cases,  attracted  atteeoca  si 
remark.  No  serious  objection  wii  uadetii, 
however,  and  soon  after  it  went  intooposs, 
the  readiness  with  which  it  was  filled  vntfta> 
iness  of  the  first  magnitude,  t  grat  pit  4 
which  was  equally  cognizable  by  other  cm* 
then  in  operation  in  the  pariih  of  (xsn> 
showed  that  litigants  and  the  bar  vena  It 
whole  not  at  all  disposed  to  shim,  tat  nil 
were  disposed  to  seek  this  court, 
it  was  in  its  jurisdiction  and  powers. 
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THE  BATTLE  OF  FIVE  FORKS,  U 

*     MAJOR-GENERAL  WARREN'S  ACCOUNT.4 

Introduction. 

The  confidence  shown  by  the  Cornmands* 
Chief  in  selecting  me  for  the  command  ot  fe 
Department  of  Mississippi,  then  the  theatre  i 
actual  warfare,  immediately  after  the  batik  i 
Fivo  Forks,  I  deemed  a  thorough  vindication  4 
my  conduct  on  that  memorable  occasion. 

I  felt,  though  denied  the  official  investiptiot 
which  I  had  applied  for,  that  I  could  leave  bt 
justification  before  the  public  to  the  ultima 
publication  of  the  official  reports.  I  trusted,  too, 
that  General  Sheridan's  report  would  domej» 
tice,  and  that  he  could  not  fail  in  it  to  ackaoiV 
edge  that  his  treatment  ot  me  was  hasty  ad 
based  on  erroneous  impressions.  The  pubbov 
tion  of  this  report,  dated  May  16,  in  the  Offal 
Gazette,  disappointed  this  hope,  for  therein,  u 
far  as  mention  is  made  of  me,  it  is  in  term  of 
disparagement,  and  in  efforts  to  justify  his  ineon- 
siderate  action. 

After  this  publication  I  thought  the  inveftip 
tion  I  sought  could  not  long  be  denied,  aall 
have  remained  silent  till  now.  fully  believing  tt 
impartial  investigation  would  relieve  me  of  the 
imputations  of  General  Sheridan,  and  place  jut 
censure  on  those  by  whom  I  have  been  wronged. 

To  bring  my  professional  grievances  before 
the  public  is  a  thing  from  which  I  have  shrank, 
and  I  do  not  do  so  now  from  any  love  of  con- 
troversy. If  circumstances  were  (liferent  I 
should  be  glad  to  avoid  it ;  but  the  facts  being 
little  known  and  understood,  and  there  bong 
many  misrepresentations,  I  am  under  mis  neces- 
sity. I  have,  therefore,  prepared  the  foBowiac 
narrative  of  facts  in  much  detail,  so  that  eta 
one  can  examine  and  judge  for  himself  at,  I 
presume,  all  fair-minded  men,  whose  tune  wifl 
permit,  will  gladly  do. 

•  An  aooooat  of  the  operations  of  the  Fifth  Army  Corp. 
commanded  bf  Major -flcoenU  O.  K.  Warm,  at  the  batik  •? 


moment  experienced.  \ ^JEJ^A£ai  Ift  ^i^b^J"£*S!?!7l?lI 

When  the  commission  of  this  court  was  taA^ST  *-*^«^      «**r<3««i  vdnv 
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,  Jb  the  reportf  of  General  Sheridan  there  are 
»  imputations  against  me — W\*  first  of  which 
*  ▼sanely  made,  in  the  following : 
a_  **  Had  General  Warren  moved  according  to  the 
^■y  oo  Nations  of  the  LieutenauM.reueral,  there 
^«»ulct  appear  to  have  been  but  little  chance  for 
jjj^^^cape  of  the  enemy's  infautry  in  front  of 


y    kiddie  C.H. 

^vich  expectations  wore  formed,  they  were 


*"^«uonablc,  according  to  the  tacts.   1  acted 


*he  night  under  orders  from  General 
SS^*^^*  which,  with  my  dispatches  to  him,  and 
l2|5^*"  facts,  will  be  given.   It  will  appear  that 
«w^|^*ieniy  held  all  the  roads  necessary  for  hi  .a 
^JJ^^j^e ;  that  he  withdrew  from  General  Slier  i- 
^Ju****  front  to  Five  Forks  early  in  the  night,  ami 
BW0^eu  8tat0  °f  Gravelly  Run  and  a 
IjT^keu  bridge  prevented  my  troops  from  reach- 
General  Sheridan  till  daybreak.   It  also  will 
X^pear  that  the  tenor  of  my  orders  from  General 
?^eado  were,  not  that  I  was  to  prevent  the  escape; 
gij toe  enemy,  but  to  use  every  exertion  to  succor 
^Jeoeral  Sheridan,  who  could  "  not  maintain  him 

SV«  Dinwiddie  C.  H.  wUJioul  reinforcements* 
j  dispatches  show  that  it  was  my  own  sug- 
gestion to  attempt  to  intercept  the  enemy  if  he, 
Remained  in  General  Sheridan's  front,  and  not 
fill  back,  as  I  was  at  first  ordered. 

The  second  imputation  is  contained  in  the  fol- 
lowing : 

u  General  Warren  did  not  exert  himself  to  get 
up  his  corps  as  rapidly  as  he  might  have  done* 
and  his  manner  gave  me  the  impression  that  he 
wished  the  sun  to  go  down  before  disposition* 
for  the  attack  could  be  completed." 

The  facts  of  the  movements  of  the  troops  in 
coming  tip  to  this  point  are  all  given  in  the 
statements  of  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Bank- 
head,  who  carried  my  order  to  the  troops  to 
move  np  while  I  rode  forward  to  examine  the 
ground  on  which  they  were  to  form ;  and  in  the 
letters  of  Generals  Crawford,  Griffin,  and  Ayres. 
who  commanded  my  three  divisions.  I  present 
there  here  in  their  proper  place  in  the  narrative, 
and  they  are  conclusive  that  I  and  my  troops 
exerted  ourselves  to  form  for  the  attack  as 
rapidly  as  possible. 

While  the  troops  were  forming  I  told  General 
Sheridan  it  would  occupy  till  four  p.  m.,  at  which 
time  they  were  formed,  and  at  which  time  the 
sun  was  two  and  a  half  hours  high.  Certainly 
I  could  not  have  expected  the  sun  to  go  down 
before  the  u  dispositions  for  the  attack  could  be 
completed,"  nor  have  giveu  him  reason  to  think 
I  wished  it  I  had  at  the  time  confidence  in  the 
success  of  our  proposed  attack,  and  the  kindest 
feelings  toward  General  Sheridan,  under  whom 
I  was  glad  to  serve.  I  am  utterly  at  a  loss  to 
account  for  the  misapprehension  he  labored  un- 
der in  imputing  such  baseness  to  me,  and  I  trust 
my  conduct  throughout  the  war  has  shown  to 
those  by  whom  I  am  best  known  that  I  am  in- 
capable of  it 

f  Extract*  from  this  report,  /riving  all  that  relates  to  me, 
are  placed  in  the  appendix  to  this  narrative. 


The  third  imputation  is  contained  in  the  fol- 
lowing : 

"  During  this  engagement  portions  of  his  line 
gave  way  when  not  exposed  to  a  heavy  fire,  and 
simply  from  want  of  confidence  on  the  part  of 
the  troops,  which  General  Warren  did  not  exert 
himself  to  inspire." 

I  had,  at  the  time  of  the  engagement,  to  con- 
trol the  movements  of  an  entire  corps  d'armie, 
fighting  and  changing  front  as  it  advanced 
through  the  forests.  It  is  clearly  a  case  for  the 
exercise  of  a  corps  commander  s  judgment,  how 
far  ho  shall  at  any  time  give  his  personal  efforts 
to  the  general  control  of  his  corps,  or  assist  his 
subordinate  commanders  in  their  commands, 
and  whether  he  shall  use  his  statf  and  himself 
to  rally  troops  who  break  under  a  not  very*se- 
vere  fire,  from  want  of  confidence,  or  to  so  direct 
other  portions  of  his  command  as  to  thereby 
remedy  the  evil  which  this  giving  way  pro- 
duced.' Whatever  is  vital  to  the  success  of  the 
whole  is  the  thing  deserving  the  corps  comman- 
der's  attention,  and  to  that,  throughout,  I  gave 
mine.  On  account  of  the  forest,  General  Sheri- 
dan saw  but  one  flank  of  the  operations  of  my 
command,  and  was  no  further  cognizant  of  my 
exertions.  He  8a w  nothing  of  the  fighting  of 
General  Crawford's  division,  which  suffered  more 

!  from  the  enemy's  fire  than  any  other.  There  was 
no  part  of  my  command  tliat  did  not  witness  my 

I  exertions  at  one  time  or  another,  and  my  horse 
was  fatally  shot  close  to  the  enemy's  breast- 
works. To  those  who  served  under  me  I  refer 
for  proof  of  my  exertions,  and,  as  they  repre- 
sent every  section  of  our  country,  any  one  who 
wishes  can  verify  my  assertion  by  those  around 
him. 

If  General  Sheridan  had  stated  which  of  my 
troops  misbehaved  for  want  of  my  presence,  I 
could  bring  the  evidence  of  their  commauder  to 
bear  in  my  defence.  But  how  this  exertion 
could  have  been  specially  required  of  me  I  am 
at  loss  to  understand  ;  for  he  says  'himself,  "  I 
cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  troops  in  this 
battle  and  the  gallantry  of  their  commanders.1' 

The  duty  of  every  soldier  to  obey  has  its  cor- 
relative which  entitles  him  to  the  protection  of 
those  under  whom  he  serves,  and  this  I  have 
been  denied. 

General  Sheridan  says : 

41 1  therefore  relieved  hpn  from  the  command 
of  the  Fifth  corps,  authority  for  this  action 
having  been  sent  to  me  before  the  battle,  unso- 
licited." 

From  the  time  that  authority  reached  him  he, 
apparently,  sought  occasion  to  use  it.  I  say  this 
with  regret ;  but  the  tone  of  tho  report  toward 
me,  and  his  hasty  action,  indicate  that  it  was  so. 
If  a  victory  won  by  my  command,  under  my  di- 
rection, could  not  gain  me  credit,  where  the 
plans  made  were,  as  he  says,  u  successfully  exe- 
cuted" and  where  my  efforts  and  directions  were 
known  to  almost  every  one,  then  nothing  could. 

General  Grant,  while  giving  the  above  au- 
thority to  GenerviaftneTid^^^Qa^m^x  ^sgw&sA 
to  me,  in  tho  remotest  ma^vc^m^  &s^asft»Rr 
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tion  with  me.  I  had  had  no  direct  official  rela- 
tions with  him.  My  instructions  all  came  through 
General  Meade,  and  to  him  all  my  reports  were 
made.  If  General  Grant  had  ever  expressed 
himself  displeased  with  me  to  General  Meade, 
the  latter  had  kept  it  from  me;  and  he  ever 
showed,  by  intrusting  to  mo  the  advance  of  the 
army  on  many  vital  occasions,  and  often  by  send- 
ing me  on  detached  expeditions,  the  highest 
confidence  in  me,  and  this  is  well  known. 

I  shall  further  reply  to  the  imputations  of 
General  Sheridan  while  giving  the  narration  of 
the  events  to  which  they  relate,  which  narration, 
I  hope,  will  possess  an  interest  of  its  own,  inde- 
pendent of  its  defence  of  me. 

Narrative. 

In  order  to  introduce  the  battle  of  Five  Forks 
intelligently,  I  will  first  describe  the  previous 
operations  of  March  twenty-ninth,  thirtieth,  and 
thirty-first,  and  shall  do  so  but  briefly,  in  order 
to  confine  attention  particularly  to  the  first  of 
April  and  the  orders  of  the  night  before. 

My  command,  on  March  twenty-ninth,  con- 
sisted of  General  Crawford's  division,  five  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  fifty  strong;  General 
Griffin's  division,  six  thousand  one  hundred  and 
eighty  strong ;  and  General  Ayres'  division, 
three  thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighty  strong. 
I  took  with  me,  as  directed,  only  five  four-gun 
batteries,  under  General  Wainwright  I  had  no 
cavalry,  except  an  escort  of  forty  men,  under 
Captain  HorrelL 

All  the  cavalry  of  the  army,  except  headquar- 
ter escorts,  was  with  General  Sheridan,  whose 
operations  were  to  be  so  distinct  from  mine  that 
I  was  ordered  to  act  entirely  independent  of  any 
protection  he  could  give  my  flanks.  My  position 
throughout  was  on  the  left  flank  of  the  infantry 
and  artillery,  army  of  General  Meade. 

To  facilitate  the  understanding  of  the  subject,  I 
have  added  to  my  narrative  a  reliable  map,  on  a 
scale  of  one  mile  to  an  inch.  The  region  repre- 
sented is  of  the  character  common  in  Virginia, 
level,  much  covered  with  thick  and  tangled 
woods,  and  well  watered  by  numerous  small, 
swampy  streams.  The  soil  was  clayey  or  sandy, 
which,  when  commingled  in  wet  places,  partakes 
of  the  nature  of  "  quick-sand,"  and  where,  up- 
heaved by  the  winter  frosts  that  now  had  left 
it,  presented  little  less  support  to  wheels  or 
hoofs  than  would  a  bahk  of  snow.  9 

I  enumerate  here  the  officers  of  my  staff,  not 
merely  because  it  is  due  to  them  whenever  the 
operations  of  the  Fifth  army  corps  are  con- 
sidered, but  also  to  point  out  those  to  whom 
any  one  can  specially  refer  for  the  correctness 
of  what  I  write.  This  staff  has  probably  had  as 
much  experience  in  the  actual  warfare  as  any 
other  that  could  be  named.  It  consisted  of 
Colonel  H.  0.  Bankhead,  Inspector-General,  and 
Major  Win,  T.  Gentry,  Cbmmissary  of  Musters, 
both  graduates  of  the  United  States  Military 
Academy;  of  Colonel  F.  T.  Locke,  Adjutant- 
Genenl,  which  position  he  had  Yield  from 
organisation  of  the  corps,  in  May,  IfcfcV,  oi\ 


Colonel  A.  L.  Thomas,  Chief  Quartennaiter;  i 
Colonel  D.  L.  Smith,  Chief  Commissary  of  & 
sistence ;  of  Colonel  T.  R.  Spencer,  Medial  Di- 
rector ;  of  Dr.  Chas.  K.  Winne,  Medical  Ioper, 
or;  of  Captain  Malvern,  Chief  Ambulance  (!■ 
cer ;  and  of  Captain  G.  B.  Halstead,  Aeosi 
Adjutant-General  To  these,  for  the  tne.ni 
added  Captain  Wm.  H.  H.  Benyaurd,  of  thefin. 
lar  Engineers,  detached  from  General  Man 
staff  to  accompany  me,  and  who  gave  me  m 
important  assistance,  as  also  did  Major  Ys' 
Bokkelen,  of  the  Volunteer  Engineer  Bripk, 
who  joined  us  with  a  light  canvas  postal 
train.  My  personal  aides-de-camp  were  ftp 
£.  B.  Cope,  a  most  valuable  topographical  o&er, 
Captain  James  8.  Wadsworth,  son  of  the  Was* 
ed  General  James  S.  Wadsworth ;  and  Cqtfa 
Gordon  Winslow,  son  of  the  like  lamented  Bet. 
Gordon  Winslow. 


BATTLE  OF  QUAKER  ROAD. 

We  left  our  camp,  in  rear  of  the  lines  at  Pete* 
burg,  at  three  a.  m.,  on  March  twenty-flint 
We  moved  south,  across  Rowantv  Creek,  betoi 
the  junction  of  Gravelly  and  tiatcher'B  Ran, 
took  the  road  thence  to  Dinwiddie  Court  Bow, 
as  far  as  the  Quaker  Road,  then  turned  up  to 
latter,  and  crossed  Gravelly  Run. 

A  sharp  engagement  took  place  between  i 
division  of  the  enemy  and  my  advance,  cub- 
ing of  General  Griffin's  division,  at  the  Old  &i- 
Mill  site,  in  which  General  Griffin  drove  the 
enemy  back  to  the  junction  of  the  Quaker  Road 
and  Boydton  Plank-road,  inflicting  upon  themt 
severe  loss,  and  losing  himself  three  hundred 
and  sixty-seven  killed  and  wounded. 

It  commenced  raining  in  the  night,  and  con- 
tinued to  rain  heavily  all  day  on  the  thirtieth. 
During  this  day,  General  Griffin's  line  was  ad- 
vanced, with  heavy  skirmishing  up  the  Boydtoa 
Plank-road,  so  as  to  confine  the  enemy,  near  Bur- 
gess* Mill,  to  his  breastworks  along  the  While 
Oak  Road.  A  reconnoissance  by  General  Ayree* 
division  was  also  made,  as  far  west  as  where  the 
enemy's  line  along  the  White  Oak  Road  turned 
northward  to  Hatcher's  Run,  and  our  picket 
line  was  established  near  the  White  Oak  Rnad. 
Finding,  on  personal  examination,  that,  thwga 
we  could  see  the  road,  our  pickets  did  not  oc- 
cupy it,  I  directed  this  occupation  to  be  made 
that  evening. 

BATTLE  OF  WHITE  OAK  RIDGE. 

Toward  daylight  on  March  31,  General  Griffin  • 
division  was  relieved  by  a  portion  of  the  Second 
army  corps.  At  7.35  a.  m.,  in  answer  to  a  dis- 
patch of  General  Webb,  requesting  to  be 
informed  of  the  location  of  my  troops,  I  sent 
the  following : 

"  General  Griffins  troops  will  be  massed  near 
Mrs.  Butler's ;  General  Ayres'  near  8.  Dahney  s; 
General  Crawford's  about  half-way  between. 
They  are  along  a  wood-road  running  from  Dear 
Mrs.  Butler's  to  W.  Dabney's,  on  the  White  Oak 
Ttoui.  \t  \a  tvcA.  ^n^ahi*  now  for  wheels,  and 
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that  runs  south  from  the  White  Oak  Ridge, 
joining  the  stream  at  the  crossing  of  the  Plank- 
road,  which  will  take  a  long  time  to  make  prac- 
ticable for  wagons.  I  have  all  the  pioneers  I 
can  spare  at  work  on  it  I  will  send  you  a 
sketch." 

It  must  be  noticed  here  that,  at  this  time,  we 
were  quite  ignorant  of  the  country  I  was  operat- 
ing in,  and  the  following  corrections  are  now 
necessary  in  the  above  dispatch.  The  place 
"S.  Dabney's"  did  not  exist,  though  on  our 
printed  maps.  The  place  taken  for  8.  Dabney's  is 
marked  on  the  map  "  unknown."  The  road,  in- 
stead of  joining  the  White  Oak  Road  at  W. 
Dabney's,  does  so  near  "Butler's."  General 
Griffin's  division  was  just  north  of  Jlrs.  Butler's, 
but  this  name  was  given  to  indicate  the  approx- 
imate location  on  the  map. 

The  space  occupied  by  the  troops  extended 
but  little  beyond  a  mile.  General  Crawford's 
division  was  in  juxtaposition  with  General 
Ayres',  and  massed  ready  to  fight  in  any  direc- 
tion. General  Ayres  was  cautioned  to  bo  pre- 
pared to.  meet  the  enemy's  attack  both  from 
the  north  and  west,  and  rcconnoissances  were 
being  made  to  gain  a  full  knowledge  of  the 
country. 

At  8.40  a.  m.,  I  received  the  following  dispatch 
from  General  Webb : 

"There  is  firing  along  General  Humphreys' 
front  The  Major-General  commanding  desires 
you  to  be  ready  to  send  your  reserve,  if  it  should 
be  called  for,  to  support  General  Humphreys. 
There  will  be  no  movement  of  troops  to-day" 

To  this  I  at  once  sent  the  following  reply : 

"  Your  dispatch  of  8.25  a.  m.  is  just  received. 
There  is  a  good  deal  of  musketry  firing  going  on 
in  our  lines,  by  the  men  firing  off  their  guns  to 
put  in  fresh  loads.  Unless  I  break  loose  entirely 
from  General  Humphreys,  I  think  the  force  ho 
sent  to  relieve  General  Griffin  is  much  more 
than,  under  any  circumstances,  would  be  needed 
there.  My  troops  are,  however,  at  all  times  as 
ready  to  move  as  it  is  possible  to  keep  them  for 
a  kmg  time.  If  the  enemy  break  General  Hum- 
phrey's line  at  any  time,  or  threaten  to  do  so,  I 
shall  not  wait  for  orders  to  assist  him,  if  I  can." 

At" 8.50  a.  m.,  I  received  the  following  from 
General  Humphreys : 

"  Please  let  me  know  where  your  right  will 
rest,  that  I  may  connect  with  you?  General 
Miles  has  relieved  General  Griffin,  and  I  find  a 
vacant  space  on  his  left" 

To  this  I  at  once  replied  as  follows : 

"  I  send  you  a  sketch  of  the  country  w<est  of 
the  Plank-road,  and  a  copy  of  my  communication 
to  General  Webb,  as  to  my  position.  I  cannot 
take  up  any  regular  line  of  battle  on  account  of 
the  woods  ana  swamps,  but  have  assembled 
each  division  at  a  point,  so  they  can  fight  in  any 
direction.  I  had  a  brigade  of  General  Griffin  s 
and  a  battery  stationed  at  Stroud's,  tor  support 
I  don't  think  your  left  could  be  turned  (even  if 
I  moved  away),  without  having  full  information. 
But  as  my  troops  now  are,  I  could  mo\e  GtiVS&a  \ 
right  up  on  your  flank  along  with  my  ax\Slexy.  1 


shall  work  hard  all  day  to  get  the  road  ffafi  I  ^ 
the  woods  in  order."  It 

At  8.55  a.  it.,  I  received  the  foDovng  fa  I '  r 
General  Webb:  Kl  J 

"  Owing  to  the  weather,  no  chance  lilltdj  l^-V 
be  made  in  the  present  position  of  the  tap  I*  l 
Three  days'  rations  of  subsistence  ltd  faf  1^. 
will  be  brought  up  and  issued  to  the  tap  1^7  j 
and  the  artillery  and  wagons  autbarind  »» V 
company  them.   The  empty  supply  wigwi!  I".  \ 
be  sent  to  the  rear,  to  be  refilled  attbenfasl  u^r 
terminus.   The  Chief  Engineer  tnd  GotpiGft  I 
manders  will  use  every  exertion  tonaiijnt  lr 
ti cable  the  roads  to  the  rear  and  commmicrisi  Wt  ■  / 
with  their  several  commands."  lr- 

At  9.40  a.  m.,  I  sent  the  following  diipkkfc  I'  L 
General  Webb:  lt- 

"I  have  just  received  a  report  fan  Geui  1^ 
Ayres  that  the  enemy  have  their  picbU^l^ 
this  side  of  the  White  Oak  Road,  so  thai  ft*  lc 
communication  is  continuous  along  it  Vm  1  £; 
sent  out  word  to  him  to  try  and  drivetb»4  \  •' 
or  develop  with  wtiat  force  the  road  Lab&tj  1* 
them."  This  operation  I  deem  essentially  ws>  11 
sary  to  the  security  of  our  own  position,  tail  ■ 
directed  General  Ayres  to  use  a  brigade,  if  vak  I 
sary,  the  distance  being  but  a  few  huntoi  H 
yards.   In  answer  to  it  I  received  the  foUoii{  I 
dispatch  from  General  Webb,  written  10.30  a.  i:  1 
"  Your  dispatch,  giving  General  Ayres'  poata.  1 
is  received :  "  General  Meade  directs  that  sboii  1 
you  determine,  by  your  reconnoissance.  that  wb  1 
can  get  possession  of  the  White  Oak  Road,yt: 
are  to  do  so,  notwithstanding  the  orders  ton- 
pend  operations."* 

General  Winthrop,  with  his  brigade  of  Gewnl 
Ayres'  division,  advanced  accordingly  atai 
10)4  A-  *•»  and  was  repulsed,  and  simohu*- 
ously  an  attack,  which  had  been  preparing 
against  General  Ayres,  was  made  by  the  enenr 
in  heavy  force,  both  from  the  north  and  west,**! 
General  Ayres'  division  was  forced  back.  Gtueni 
Ayres  did  all  that  was  in  his  power  to  stay  tie 
enemy.  I  hastened  toward  the  point  of  attack; 
but  on  arriving  near  General  Crawford's  divim, 
it  was  also  falling  back,  and  all  our  effort!  to 
hold  the  men  in  the  woods  were  unavailing. 
General  Griffin's  line  was  then  formed  along  the 
east  bank  of  the  branch  of  Gravelly  Run,  with 
Mink's  battery  on  his  right,  and  after  sone 

•  Comparison  of  the  preceding  dispatches  with  tht  Mow- 
ing extract  relating  to  the  same  subject,  taken  from  DroUs- 
ant-General  Grant's  report  to  the  Secretary  of  war,  dart 
Jaly  22, 1806,  published  with  the  annual  docame&te.  iW*> 
that  Lieateoant-General  Grant  most  have  been  mishrt  fined  a 
relation  to  the  reports  made  by  me,  and  the  orders  I  received. 

[Extract.] 

* •  On  the  morning  of  the  81st,  General  Warren  reported  tew- 
ably  to  gotting  possession  of  tho  White  Oak  Road,  and  «* 
directed  to  do  so.  To  accomplish  this,  be  moved  with  <«• 
division  instead  of  his  whole  corps." 

It  is  seen  that  the  operations  proponed  by  me  and  ordered, 
were  as  General  Moade  describes,  of  the  natnro  of  a  w  reeooaw- 
sanco"  only,  the  result  of  which  was  to  determine  whatihwH 
be  done.  Special  arrangement  would  have  to  be  mud*  wits 
General  Humphreys,  if  Griffin's  division  had  to  be  movwl  «ru» 
tho  \wlnt  whore  Generals  Ayres  and  Crawford  wert. 
i  acWwci <A  Vte  wtfimi ^YttvHwrot .interfered  with  the  piss*,* 
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_   »  fighting  the  enemy  was  stopped.  Generals 
awford  and  Ayres  re-formed  their  troops 
bad  this  line.   Information  of  these  events 
_  sent  to  General  Humphreys  early  in  their 
^pcmrrence,  and  he  sent  General  Miles' division  to. 
jjgOMCi  the  space  between  Ids  left  and  General  Grif- 
right   One  brigade  of  this,  also,  advanced 
tJ^e  attack  of  the  enemy,  but  was  at  first 
•"iv^nback. 

1  p.  m.,  I  made  the  following  report  to  Gen- 
^ebb : 

General  Ayres  made  an  advance  with  a  small 
at  10  a.     which  the  enemy  drove  back 
followed  up  in  heavy  force,  compelling  both 
"Ji?"*^8  and  Crawford  to  fall  back  on  Griffin,  and, 
1^  bourse,  in  much  confusion.   Griffin's  troops 
2?***  the  enemy  at  the  Run  west  of  the  Plank- 
«J**d.   General  Miles'  division"  (a  brigade  of  it) 
^^fterward  attacked  the  enemy  and  were  forcea 
S^ck  on  my  right.   My  skirmish  line  in  front  of 
^*iffin  (most  of  it)  has  advanced  on  my  left 

*I  am  going  to  send  forward  a  brigade,  sup- 
ported by  all  I  can  get  of  Crawford's  and  Ayres' 
^visions,  and  attack,  swinging  on  our  right, 
-Arrangements  are  being  made  for  this,  and  it 
^rfll  take  place  about  1.45  p.  m.,  if  the  enemy 
does  not  attack  sooner." 

Owing  to  some  difficulties  in  crossing  the 
Ron,  this  advance  which  was  thus  made  with 
the  whole  available  corps,  took  place  a  little  after 
the  time  specified  above.  General  Humphrey's 
division,  under  General  Miles,  also  advanced 
against  the  enemy  about  the  same  period  on  our 
right,  bat  the  movement  was  not  made  in  close 
connection  with  mine.  It  is  my  intention  to 
enter  more  into  details  when  I  receive  the  offi- 
cial reports  of  my  division  commanders. 

At  3.40  p.  m.,  I  wrote,  from  the  White  Oak 
Road,  the  following  dispatch  to  General  Webb  : 
"We  have  driven  the  enemy, I  think,  into  his 
breastworks.  The  prisoners  report  General  Lee 
here  to-day,  and  also  that  their  breastworks  are 
filled  with  troops.  We  have  prisoners  from  a 
portion  of  Pickett's  and  Johnson's  divisions. 

"General  Chamberlain's  brigade  acted  with 
much  gallantry  in  their  advance,  capturing  nearly 
the  entire  Fifty-sixth  Virginia  regiment,  with  its 


Te  met  with  but  little  opposition  in  this  ad- 
vance, so  that  only  this  one  brigade  was  earn- 
estlv  engaged. 

T^he  loss  to  the  corps,  in  killed  and  wounded, 
from  the  morning  of  March  29th  to  the  close  of 
the  battle  of  White  Oak  Ridge,  was  eighteen 
hundred,  and  included  several  distinguished 
soldiers. 

OPERATIONS  TO  SUCCOR  GENERAL  SHERIDAN. 

Thus  far  my  operations  were  independent  of 
those  of  General  Sheridan,  but  at  this  point  they 
came  into  direct  relation  to  him,  and  the  narra- 
tive will  be  given  in  more  detail.  It  must  be 
borne  in  mind,  however,  thai  I  acted  under  General 
Meade  8  orders  till  daybreak  of  the  morning  of 
April  I. 

About  5 p.m.,  March  31,  while  on  the  White 


Oak  Road,  1  received  the  following  from  General 
Webb,  chief  of  staff: 

"  Secure  your  position,  and  protect,  as  well  as 
possible,  your  left  flank.  Word  has  been  sent 
to  Sheridan,  and  it  is  belifcved  that  Sheridan  is 
pushing  up.  General  Humphreys  will  be  ordered 
to  push  up  and  to  connect  with  your  right  You 
might,  if  you  think  it  worth  while,  push  a  small 
force  down  the  White  Oak  Road,  and  try  to  com- 
municate with  Sheridan,  but  they  must  take  care 
not  to  fire  into  his  advance." 

The  rattle  of  musketry  could  now  be  heard 
south-west  from  us,  which  seemed  to  us  to  be 
receding,  and  which  led  us  to  think  the  enemy 
was  driving  our  cavalry.  I  then  ordered  General 
Griffin  to  send  General  Bartlott,  with  his  brigade, 
directly  across  the  country,  so  as  to  attack  the 
enemy  on  the  flank,  and  I  sent  Major  Cope,  of  my 
staff,  with  him.  At  5.15  p.  m.  I  received  the  fol- 
lowing from  General  Webb,  which  directed  what 
before  had  only  been  suggested  : 

"  The  Major-General  commanding  directs  that 
you  push  a  brigade  down  the  White  Oak  Road 
to  open  it  for  General  Sheridan,  and  support  the 
same  if  necessary.  The  firing  is  so  near  that 
the  General  presumes  that  the  command  will  not 
have  far  to  go.  The  distance  you  will  push  out 
must  depend  on  the  circumstances  of  the  move- 
ment and  the  support  you  can  give  them." 

Thus,  at  the  time  when  to  General  Meade  it 
seemed  ".the  firing  is  so  near,"  it  plainly  sounded 
to  us  more  and  more  distant,  indicating  that  our 
cavalry  was  falling  back,  of  which  I  soon  had 
confirmation. 

At  5.50  p.  m.,  I  sent  the  following  to  General 
Webb : 

"  I  have  iust  seen  an  officer  and  a  sergeant 
from  General  Sheridan's  command,  who  were  cut 
oft*  in  an  attack  by  the  enemy  and  escaped.  From 
what  they  say,  our  cavalry  was  attacked  about 
noon  by  cavalry  and  infantry,  and  rapidly  driven 
back,  two  divisions — Crook's  and  Deven's — 
being  engaged.  The  firing  seemed  to  recede 
from  me  toward  Dinwiddie  C.  H.  I  have  sent 
General  Bartlott  and  my  escort  in  that  direction, 
but  I  think  they  cannot  be  in  time.  I  hear  can- 
nonading that  I  think  is  from  near  Dinwiddie 
C.  IT. 

About  6.30  p.  m.,  I  received  the  following  from 
General  Webb : 

"  A  stuff  officer  of  General  Merritt's  has  made  a 
report  that  the  enemy  has  penetrated  between 
Sheridan's  main  command  and  your  position — 
this  is  a  portion  of  Pickett's  division.  Let  the 
force  ordered  to  move  out  the  White  Oak  Road 
move  down  the  Boydton  Plank-road  as  promptly 
as  possible." 

The  force  I  sent  under  General  Bartlett  had 
now  been  gone  an  hour,  and  to  recall  it  would 
have  required  two  hours  at  least  for  it  to  reach 
the  Boydton  Plank-road,  and  make  it  too  late 
for  ubo  before  dark.  My  artillery  had  all  been 
left  on  the  Boydton  Plank-road  on  account 
of  the  mud,  which  had  compelled  me  to 
do  so,  and  General  CMKky  W\  \k&\.  Qttusr& 
Pearson  there,  with  tlxxfcfc  i^vcckfcTAa  ybSas&ts 
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of  General  Bartlctt's  brigade  to  support  it  I 
therefore,  sent  the  following  dispatch  to  Gen- 
eral Webb,  at  6.30  p.  m.,  which  explained  what 
I  did: 

"  I  have  ordered  General  Pearson,  with  three 
regiments  that  are  now  on  the  Plank-road,  right 
down  toward  Dinwiddie  C.  H.  I  will  let  Bart- 
•  lett  work  and  report  result,  as  it  is  too  late  to 
stop  him." 

It  was  then  nearly  dark. 

Having  previously  reconnoitred  the  enemy's 
breastworks  on  the  White  Oak  Road,  I  added 
the  following,  concerning  them,  to  my  dispatch 
of  6.30  p.  ic : 

"We  can  see  the  enemy's  breastworks  for 
two  miles  east  along  the  White  Oak  Road.  If 
they  are  well  manned  they  cannot  bo  carried.  I 
am  within  two  hundred  yards  of  where  they 
turn  off  northward  from  the  White  Oak  Road. 

I  then  gave  directions  to  secure  the  position 
we  had  gained  by  intrenching,  and  proceeded, 
with  my  staff,  back  about  two  miles  to  the 
Boydton  Plank-road,  at  which  place  I  could 
communicate  by  telegraph  with  General  Meade 
during  the  night.  General  Meade's  headquar- 
ters were  distant  four  and  a  half  miles,  being 
near  where  the  Vaughan  Road  crosses  Hatcher's 
Run.  General  Grant's  were  near  Dabney's  Mill, 
about  four  miles  from  me.  General  Sheridan's 
at  Dinwiddie  G.  H.,  distant  five  and  a  half  miles, 
and  separated  from  me  by  a  stream  not  forda- 
ble  for  infantry  where  it  crossed  the  Boydton 
Plank-road,  and  the  bridge  was  broken  down. 
General  Grant  and  General  Meade  were  about 
ten  miles  from  General  Sheridan. 

At  eight  p.  m.,  I  received  the  following  dis- 
patch from  General  Meade,  written  7.30  p.  m.  : 

"Dispatch  from  General  Sheridan  says  he 
was  forced  back  to  Dinwiddie  C.  H.  by  a  strong 
force  of  cavalry  supported  by  infantry.  This 
leaves  your  rear  and  that  of  the  Second  corps  on 
Boydton  Plank-road  open,  and  will  require  great 
vigilance  on  your  part  If  you  have  sent  the 
brigade  down  the  Boydton  Plank-road,  it  should 
not  go  farther  than  Gravelly  Run,  as  I  don't 
think  it  will  render  any  service  but  to  protect 
your  rear." 

General  Pearson  had  been  compelled  to  stop 
at  Gravelly  Run  on  account  of  the  swollen 
stream  and  broken  bridge. 

At  8.20  p.  m.,  I  wrote  to  General  Webb : 
u  I  sent  General  Bartlett  out  on  the  road  run- 
ning from  the  White  Oak  Road  aud  left  him 
there.  IJe  is  nearly  down  to  the  crossing  of 
Gravelly  Run.  This  will  prevent  the  enomy 
communicating  by  that  road  to  night  I  have 
about  two  regiments  and  the  artillery  to  hold 
the  Plank-road  toward  Dinwiddie  C.  H.  It 
seems  to  mo  the  enemy  cannot  remain  between 
me  and  Dinwiddie  G.  H.  if  Sheridan  keeps  fight- 
ing them,  and  I  believe  they  will  have  to  fall 
back  to  the  Five  Forks.  If  I  have  to  move  to- 
night I  shall  leave  a  good  many  men  who  have 
lost  their  way.  Does  General  Sheridan  still  hold 
Dinwiddie  C.H.?" 


At  8,40  p.  n.,I  received,  by  telegraph.,  \tas>  \ \oV\x^  fcom  <taosril'NR  O^^rtSMu^iaa 


following,  marked  confidential,  iron  Geoqf 
Webb: 

"  The  probability  is  that  we  will  hmti» 
tract  our  lines  to-night  You  will  be  nasi 
to  hold,  if  possible,  the  Boydton  PtahwisJ 
to  Gravelly  Run — Humphreys  andOrdifaf  It 
Run.  Be  prepared  to  do  this  at  ihortatH1 
I  regretted  exceedingly  to  see  thiiifepfc 
shadowed,  for  I  feared  it  would  hire  Ik  *» 
rale"  of  giving  a  failure  to  our  wholes* 
ment,  as  similar  orders  had  done  ob  pes*] 
occasions.  It  would,  besides,  refiere  fessj 
in  front  of  General  Sheridan  from  thetasBi 
attitude  .which  my  position  grow,  all 
therefore  sent  the  following,  bytelegiijMII 
p.  m.,  to  General  Webb : 

u  The  line  along  the  Plank-road  is  nrj««} 
One  division,  with  mv  artillery,  I  ttoM* 
hold  it,  if  we  are  not  threatened  bouW»  W*. 
elly  Run,  east  of  the  Plank-road.  Geneni»lr 
ptireys  and  my  batteries,  I  think,  ccdA  Ml  | 
this  securely,  and  let  me  move  doven  and  •* 
the  enemy  at  Dinwiddie  C.  H.  cn  one  ttft>ri 
Sheridan  on  the  other.    On  account  otto 
lett's  position  they  (the  enemy)  wfll  ta*  , 
make  a  considerable  detour  to  reinforce 
troops  at  that  point  from  the  north,  ftbl 
General  Sheridan  has  been  too  badly  han&U 
think  we  have  a  chance  for  an  open  field  tyi 
that  should  be  made  use  of." 

My  object  was  not  effected  at  once,  foe  a 
9.17  p.  m.  I  received  the  following,  by  telegns), 
written  by  General  Webb  at  9  p.m.: 

"You  will,  by  the  direction  of  the  Hip- 
General  commanding,  draw  back  at  once  to  job 
position  within  the  Boydton  Plank-road.  Seal 
a  division  down  to  Dinwiddie  C.  H.,  to  report  » 
General  Sheridan.  This  division  will  go  dm 
the  Boydton  Plank-road.  Send  Griffin's  diviiw. 
General  Humphreys  will  hold  to  Mrs.  ButterV 
Whereupon  I  issued  the  following  order « 
my  command,  which  was  sent  out  9.35  p.  v.: 

"  I.  General  Ayros  will  immediately  withdnw 
his  division  back  to  where  it  was  massed  yeriff- 
day,  near  the  Boydton  Plank-road. 

"  II.  General  Crawford  will  follow  Geneol 
Ayres,  and  mass  his  troops  behind  the  intrench- 
ments  near  Mrs.  Butler's. 

"HI.  General  Griffin  will  immediately  with- 
draw General  Bartlett  to  his  present  positioo, 
then  move  back  to  the  Flank-road  and  down  it  to 
Dinwiddie  G.  H.,  and  report  to  General  Sheridan. 

"  IV.  Captain  HorreD,  with  his  escort,  wfll  re- 
main where  General  Griffins  headquarters  now 
are  till  daybreak,  and  then  come  back  to  the 
Plank-road,  bringing  in  all  stragglers. 

"  V.  Division  commanders,  in  executing  thk 
movement,  which  is  ordered  by  Genaral  Meade, 
will  take  care  to  see  that  none  of  their  pickets, 
or  any  portion  of  the  troops,  are  left  behind. 

"  General  Ayres  and  General  Crawford  will 
have  their  troops  under  arms  at  daybreak,  and 
the  Chief  of  Artillery  will  have  all  the  batteries 
in  readiness  to  move." 

kt$£ft  received,  by  telegraph,  the  fol- 
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le  division  to  bo  sent  to  Sheridan  will  start 
e.  You  are  to  be  held  free  to  act  within 
jydton  Plank-road.  General  Humphreys 
>Id  to  the  road  and  the  return." 
his  I  immediately  replied : 
or  dispatch  of  9.20  is  just  received. 
*eady  sent  out  my  orders,  of  which  I 
m  a  copy.  You  directed  General  Griffin 
int  to  General  Sheridan  at  once.  It  will 
much  time  to  get  his  command  together 
withdrew  the  other  divisions  first,  they 
n  engaged  ;  but  this  will  not  retard  Gen- 
ffin.  The  bridge  is  broken  on  the  Plank- 
td  will  take  I  hardly  know  how  long  to 
nacticable  for  infantry.  I  sent  an  officer 
1  Benyaurd,  Engineer)  to  examine  it  as 
your  first  order  was  received.  He  now 
it  not  passable  for  infantry.  It  requires  a 
forty  feet  to  complete  the  bridge,  and 
cam  is  too  deep  to.  ford.  Nevertheless,  I 
e  everything  I  can  get  to  make  it  pass- 
*y  the  time  General  Griffin's  division 

8  it" 

eral  Griffin's  division,  in  addition  to  the 
rf  assembling  General  Bartlett's  brigade, 
withdraw  a  picket  line  in  front  of  the 
r  and,  if  it  moved  first,  the  others,  pend- 
had  to  relieve  this  picket  line, 
bridge  over  Gravelly  Run  wo  had  found 
.  by  the  enemy  on  our  occupation  of  the 
•oad  on  the  29th.  As  I  was  required  to 
3  independently  of  the  cavalry,  and  pro- 
y  own  flanks,  it  was  desirable  to  me  (the 
being  in  my  rear,  as  I  faced  the  enemy 
Whito  Oak  Road),  that  it  should  remain 
.  Even  the  dispatch  of  this  evening 
eneral  Meade,  which  1  received  at  8  p.  m. 
usly  given),  would  have  justified  mo  in 
ing  the  bridge,  had  it  yet  been  standing 

I  had  no  pontoons  with  me  now ;  the 
with  which  I  started  on  the  29th  had 
sed  in  bridging  Rowanty  Creek  and  the 

Road  crossing  of  Gravelly  Run,  and  the 
mo}  engineers  were  kept  there  for  the 

of  the  trains. 

0.15  p.  m.,  I  received,  by  telegraph,  the 
ng  dispatch  from  General  Webb,  written 

M. 

ce  your  dispatch  of  8.20  p.  m.,  the  General 
riding  finds  that  it  is  impossible  for  Bart- 
join  Griffin  in  time  to  move  with  any 
i  tude  down  the  Boyd  ton*  Plank-road.  He 
re  directs  that  you  send  another  good 
i  to  join  Griffin,  in  the  place  of  Bartlett's, 
movement  Sheridan  was  attacked  by 
gades  from  Gordon's  corps — three  from 
's ;  possibly  by  two  from  Gordon's,  one 
i  being  Hoke's  old  brigade." 
dispatch  showed  that  my  previous  onfc, 
the  condition  of  the  bridge  at  Gravelly 
ad  not  yet  been  received.  I  deemed  it 
show,  when  it  was,  that  General  Bartlett 
join  General  Griffin  before  the  bridge 
be  passable,  and  that  Griffin  could  thus 
heridan  as  soon  as  any  one,  and  require 
ige  in  my  previous  order;  and.  while 
C — Doc  23 


waiting  the  result  of  the  reception  of  tho  knowl- 
edge of  the  state  of  the  crossing  by  General 
Meade,  I,  at  11.50  p.  m.,  received  the  following 
dispatch  from  him,  written  10.15  p.  m.  : 

"Send  Griffin  promptly  as  ordefed,  by  the 
Boydton  Plank-road,  and  move  the  balance  of 
your  command  by  the  road  Bartlett  is  on,  and 
strike  the  enemy's  rear,  who  is  between  him 
kand  Dinwiddio  C.  H.  General  Sheridan  reports 
his  position  as  north  of  Dinwiddie  C.  H.,  near 
Dr.  Smith's,  the  enemy  holding  the  cross-roads 
at  that  point.  Should  the  enemy  turn  on  you, 
your  line  of  retreat  will  be  by  J.  M.  Brooks' 
and  R.  Boiseau's,  on  the  Boydton  Plank-road. 
(See  one-inch  map.)  You  must  be  very  prompt 
in  this  movement,  and  get  the  forks  of  the  road 
at  J.  M.  Brooks'  before  the  enemy,  so  as  to  open 
to  R.  Boiseau's.  Tho  enemy  will  probably  re- 
tire toward  Fivo  Forks,  that  being  the  direction 
of  their  main  attack  this  day.  Don't  encumber 
yourself  with  anything  that  will  impede  your 
progress  or  prevent  your  moving  in  any  direc- 
tion. Let  me  know  when  Griffin  starts  and 
when  you  start." 

This  dispatch  also  showed  that  mine,  concern- 
ing the  difficulty  of  crossing  Gravelly  Run,  was 
still  not  received.  That  I  did  not  over-estimate 
the  effect  of  this  dispatch,  when  it  should  reach 
General  Meade,  is  proved  by  his  dispatch  writ- 
ten at  11.45  p.  m.  (See  over.)  It  also  showed 
complete  ignorance  of  the  position  of  the  enemy 
along  "  the  road  Bartlett  is  (was)  on,"  for  the 
enemy  already  held  this  road  on  the  south  side 
of  Gravelly  Run,  and,  if  not  themselves  at  J.  M. 
Brooks',  occupied  our  approach  to  it  The  con- 
dition of  affairs  here  is  given  by  Major  Cope,  in 
his  report,  as  follows : 

"  About  five  p.  m.  you  directed  me  to  lead 
Bartlett's  brigade,  by  a  direct  road,  if  possible, 
toward  the  sound  of  firing  in  the  direction  of 
Diuwiddie  C.  H.,  and  attack  the  enemy  in  the 
rear.  I  immediately  reported  to  General  Bart- 
lett, who  Lad  his  column  put  in  motion.  The 
left  of  the  jcorps  rested  in  open  ground.  We 
came  out  from  the  left  and  crossed  this  ground 
for  half  a  mile ;  then  we  came  to  a  small  branch 
of  Gravelly  Run  on  the  edge  of  tho  timber. 
Here  we  found  a  wood-road  that  ran  in  the  right 
direction.  We  followed  it  one  mile  through  the 
wood  over  rolling  ground,  crossing  the  branches 
of  Gravelly  Run.  At  the  south  edge  of  this 
timber,  and  in  open  ground  on  a  hill,  stands 
Dr.  's  house  (and  here  our  skirmishers  be- 
came engaged  with  the  enemy's  pickets).  The 
ground  slopes  from  here  to  Gravelly  Run,  and 
is  open  all  the  way  down.  The  enemy,  after 
considerable  skirmishing,  were  driven  down  the 
slope  and  across  the  Run  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  from  the  house.  The  house  is  near  a  main 
road  leading  north  from  Dinwiddio  C.  H.  to  the 
main  road.  General  Bartlett  established  a  line 
of  picketafttlong  Gravelly  Run  crossing  this  road. 
He  also  kept  videttes  out  on  his  right  watching 
this  road  and  other  approaches  in  the  rear.  It 
was  much  alter  dark  ^Yvetv  \\^  \va& 
proper  diflpoevtioii  oi  Yub  \xws$%i«xA  ^ass^^a^ 
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began  to  turn  our  attention  to  the  number  and 
extent  of  the  enemy's  camp  fires.  Thev  seemed 
to  stretch  for  miles  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Run,  and  we  could  distinctly  hear  them  chop- 
ping, moving  wagons,  and  talking." 

In  addition  to  this,  the  enemy  held  the  point 
on  the  road  Bartlett  was  on,  where  it  joins  the 
White  Oak  Road,  as  had  been  ascertained  by 
Major  Gentry  of  my  staff,  while  endeavoring  to 
communicate  with  General  Bartlett.  The  Major 
lost  his  orderly  by  capture,  while  he  narrowly 
escaped  himself. 

It  was  now  one  hour  and  a-half  since  my  or- 
der had  been  sent  withdrawing  the  divisions  to 
the  Plank-road,  so  that  I  supposed  they  were  all 
moving  back  toward  tho  Plank-road,  along  the 
forest  road,  with  its  single  bridge  across  the 
branch  of  .  Gravelly  Run,  and  in  the  order  of 
Ayres,  Crawford,  Griffin,  with  General  Bartlett's 
brigade  nearly  rejoined  to  the  latter.  To  pre- 
vent the  confusion  and  delay  that  would  occur 
by  bringing  General  Griffin  to  the  Plank-road  and 
sending  back  General  Ayres,  one  of  which  would 
have  to  leave  the  road  for  the  other  to  pass,  and 
to  save  the  time  that  would  be  lost  by  each  di- 
vision in  changing  their  relative  places,  I  deter- 
mined to  send  General  Ayres'  division  to  Dinwid- 
die  C.  H.,  instead  of  General  Griffin's,  as  it  greatly 
simplified  and  expedited  the  operation,  ana  saved 
the  men's  strength  so  sorely  tried.  It  had,  be- 
sides, the  effect  to  prevent  the  separation  of 
brigades  from  their  proper  divisions,  and  keep 
each  intact— a  matter  of  importance.  As  quickly 
as  I  could  write  it,  I  at  eleven  p.  m.  issued  the  fol- 
lowing order : 

M  Is*.  General  Ayres,  instead  of  halting  his  com- 
mand, as  directed  in  his  last  order  (see  mine  on 
p.  352),  will  proceed  down  the  Plank-road  to 
Dinwiddie  C.  H.,  and  report  to  General  Sheridan. 
He  will  send  a  staff  officer  to  report  here  when 
the  head  of  the  column  arrives. 

"  2d.  General  Crawford  and  General  Grium  will 
mass  their  divisions  at  the  point  where  the  order 
reaches  them,  and  report  their  position  by  the 
officer  that  brings  it  A  change  of  plan  makes 
this  change  of  order  necessary." 

I  note  here,  a  little  out  of  the  order  of  time, 
that  I  did  not  learn  the  position  of  General 
Crawford  and  General  Griffin  till  one  a.m.,  and  so 
difficult  had  it  been  to  get  the  troops  in  motion 
on  this  intensely  dark  and  stormy  night,  that, 
although  this  order  from  me  was  sent  one  hour 
and  a-half  after  the  one  for  them  to  fall  back  to 
the  Plank-road,  yet  it  found  them  still  in  the 
same  position.  It  must  be  remembered  that  our 
troops,  so  near  the  enemy,  could  not  be  roused 
by  drums  and  bugles  or  loud  commands,  but 
each  order  had  to  be  communicated  from  each 
commander  to  his  subordinate,  from  the  General 
till  it  reached  the  non-commissioned  officers, 
which  latter  only  could  arouse  each  man  by  a 
shaking.  • 

The  obstacles  to  overcome  in  carrying  out  so 
many  orders  in  the  darkness  of  a  stormy,  starless 
night,  .when  the  moon  had  set,  deserve*  &  atate- 
mant  of  item  in  detail 


The  roads  and  paths  the  staff  officers  it^i*^  ^ 
sengers  would  have  to  take,  were  oftec^^^Jj 
with  troops,  and  were  as  bad  as  clayey  ►  TgL 
the  breaking  up  of  winter  could  man  ^^£Z\ 
These  routes  were  mostly  shut  in  by  Uwt»^*^ 
green  forests  through  which  they  passed,rar 
ing  the  night's  darkness  as  profound  as  W 
the  deepest  caverns.   The  hone,  < 
want  of  food  and  wearied  with  life  a 
exertions,  carried  his  rider  slowly 
mud,  and  staggered  and  stumbled  over  ^\ 
structions.   The  messenger  disappeared  O 
mission  the  instant  he  moved,  and  onoe  o*>  ^ 
call  of  the  voice  could  not  be  stopped,  or  0- 
till  he  had  made  the  tour  his  instn 
quired,  and  returned  to  the  place  of  < 
On  arriving  at  his  destination,  the  i 
though,  perhaps,  familiar  with  it  in  the  < 
just  closed,  could  scarce  recognize  it  int 
of  the  camp-fires,  which  burned  around  1 
every  side,  showing  everything  in  diaptopi*  { 
tioned  and  unreal  forms.   By  these  fires,  the  ex- 
hausted soldiers  slept  heavily,  almost  deaf  tots 
questions  addressed  to  ascertain  the  locality,! 
answered  half  in  their  sleep.    The  conmasdia] 
officers,  to  escape  the  noise  of  drivers  mpg 
their  struggling  teams  along  the  muddy  nas\ 
and  the  straggling  of  men  over  them  as  they 
slept,  were  compelled,  in  seeking  repose,  to  (f- 
tablish  their  headquarters  a  little  way  from  tfe 
main  routes ;  and  this  alone  many  times  caaaei 
vexatious  delays  in  getting  orders  to  tka 
Added  to  these  were  the  vicissitudes  of  battle, 
which  always  left  the  commands  and  defer- 
ments scattered,  more  or  less,  as  tho  day  ctoaed, 
and  much  increased  the  difficulties  of  getting  tho 
orders  for  a  general  movement  in  the  night* 
sometimes  causing  such  detachments  to  be  left 
entirely  without  orders,  when  all  the  rest  a! 
their  commands  had  moved  away. 

Knowing  all  these  things,  every  precantua 
was  used  to  provide  for  them,  but  yet  (hey  al- 
ways existed. 

In  order  to  comply  with  General  Meade*! 
first  order,  I  had  first  to  send  an  officer  to  each 
division.  Then  Major  Cope  was  the  only  per- 
son capable  of  taking  an  order  to  General  Bart- 
lett's brigade,  and  he  was  sent  I  had  add 
Major  Gentry  to  ascertain  General  Bartfctra 
location ;  but  he  taking  the  White  Oak  Road, 
found  the  enemy  holding  the  junction  of  it  with 
the  one  General  Bartlett  was  on,  and  failed,  aa 
before  stated,  to  find  a  way  to  him.  I  had  to 
send  another  officer  for  the  pioneers,  and  go  with 
them  at  once  to  the  crossing  of  Gravelly  Ran, 
to  make  the  bridge.  I  had  to  send  another  to 
the  bridge  itself,  to  report  the  condition  of  tha 
crossing.  I  had,  with  my  full  complement  of 
staff  officers,  but  the  following  available,  all  the 
others  being  engaged  in  their  appropriate  de- 
partments: Colonel  Bankhead,  Major  Gentry, 
Major  Cope,  Captain  Benyaurd,  Captain  Wads- 
worth,  and  Captain  Winslow. 

Having,  under  these  circuinstanoes,  made  my 
to  cKsorate  one  order  for  a  general 
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placed  in  to  countermand  those  orders 
tikie  officers  sent  out  with  the  first  one 


JJ***  to  resume  the  narration.  After  I  had  sent 
^  ^f^Jics^'last  quoted,  I  informed  General  Meade 
i**-       Had  done,  as  follows : 
*  ^^***aiaed  mv  orders  on  General  Webb's  first 
^^^^lx,  to  fall  back,  which  made  the  divisions 
^        ixa  the  order  they  could  most  readily 
O*-  »    "Viz.:   Avros,  Crawford,  and  Griffin.  I 
.  oliange  them  to-night  without  producing 
f^/^iou  that  will  render  all  my  operations 
pOr^Vjry,   j        now  send  General  Ayres  to 
G^**^*^l  Sheridan,  and  take  General  Griffin  and 
O^^Jjal  Crawford  to  move  against  the  enemy, 
dispatch  directs  I  should.  Other- 
^JM  cannot  accomplish  the  apparent  objects 
^       the  orders  I  have  received." 

^     *■  proceeded  to  make  the  necessary  orders  and 
*Ttogements  to  move  with  the  two  divisions  as 
•oon  as  I  could.   The  movement  had  to  be  made 
Without  artillery,  or  ambulances,  or  ammunition 
to^ous,  and  instructions  had  to  bo  given,  in  the 
^    tiro  latter  cases,  for  special  provisions.  The 
Chief  of  Artillery  had  to  be  informed,  and  rela- 
tions established  between  him  and  General 
Humphreys,  commanding  the  Second  corps, 
whose  trooDS  were  requirod  to  take  my  place 
along  the  Plank-road. 

At  twenty  minutes  past  twelve,  I  received 
the  following  from  General  Humphreys : 

"I  am  directed  to  resume  my  position  of  this 
morning,  &c,  &c.  At  what  time  do  you  propose 
to  move?  I  propose  to  move  simultaneously 
with  you." 

To  this  I  sent  the  following  reply : 
"  I  have  just  received  your  dispatch,  by  Cap- 
tain Wistar.  Under  the  order  to  withdraw  at 
once  (viz.,  that  received  at  9.17  p.  m.),  I 
thought  we  each  could  do  so  individually  un- 
der cover  of  darkness,  and  so  ordered.  I  have 
since  received  orders  to  attack  tho  enemy 
with  two  divisions,  sending  one  down  the 
Flank-road  to  report  to  General  Sheridan.  My 
artillery,  five  four-gun  batteries,  under  General 
Wainwright,  will  remain  on  the  lino  of  the 
Flank-road.  I  think  the  enemy  that  drove  Gen- 
eral Sheridan  must  withdraw  to-night.  I  had  a 
brigade  on  the  north  road  from  J.  Boiseau's.  I 
have  now  orders  to  move  against  the  force  that 
attacked  Sheridan,  and  shall  send  all  I  have  to 
move  there  or  wherever  the  firing  of  battle  near 
us  may  indicate." 

At  one  a.  m.,  I  received  reports  from  my  offi- 
cers who  had  returned  from  carrying  my  order 
of  eleven  p.  m.,  and  learned  the  position  of 
Generals  Crawford  and  Griffin.  At  this  time  I 
received  the  following  dispatch  from  General 
Meade,  written  by  him  at  11.45  p.  m.  : 

"A  dispatch,  partially  transmitted,  is  re- 
ceived, indicating  the  bridge  over  Gravelly 
Run  is  destroyed,  and  time  will  be  required  to 
rebuild  it.  If  this  is  the  case,  would  not  time 
be  gained  by  sending  the  troops  by  tho  Quaker 
Road  ?  Time  is  of  the  utmost  importance.  ( 
Sheridan  cannot  maintain  himself  at  Din wiofdi©  ! 


without  reinforcements,  and  yours  are  the  only 
ones  that  can  be  sent  Use  every  exertion  to 
get  troops  to  him  as  soon  as  possible.  If  nec- 
essary, send  troops  by  both  roads,  and  give  up 
the  rear  attack.  If  Sheridan  is  not  reinforced, 
and  compelled  to  fall  back,  he  will  retire  by  the 
Vaughan  Road." 

On  receiving  this  dispatch,  showing  so  much 
solicitude  for  General  Sheridan's  position,  and 
the  necessity  of  reinforcing  him  directly,  even 
if  I  had  to  countermand  the  previous  order,  and 
forego  entirely  the  rear  attack,  and  which,  also, 
left  tho  question  for  me  to  determine,  I  felt 
much  anxiety  about  what  to  do.  The  night  was 
far  advanced.  The  distance  to  Dinwiddle  C.  H. 
by  the  Quaker  Road,  from  the  location  of  my 
troops,  was  over  ten  miles.  It  was  impossible 
for  them  to  reach  there  by  that  road  before  eight 
a.  m.  By  that  time  they  could  bo  of  no  use  in 
holding  Dinwiddie  C.  H.  In  this  case,  the  most 
direct  route  for  the  rear  attack  would  be  down 
tho  Plank-road,  where  General  Ayres  was  march- 
ing. This  attack,  too,  would  be  then  tho  most 
effective,  as  the  whole  corps  would  be  together 
in  making  it,  and  all  in  communication  with 
headquarters  of  General  Grant,  aud  through  him 
with  General  Sheridan,  which  might  be  of  great 
importance.  If  General  Sheridan  retired  by  the 
Vaughan  Road,  too,  the  rear  and  right  flank  of 
General  Humphreys  would  be  left  exposed,  as 
stated  in  General  Meade's  dispatch,  received  by 
me  at  eight  p.  m.  (already  given  here).  Finally, 
to  send  a  division  around  by  the  Quaker  Road 
was  to  break  my  command  up  in  three  pieces, 
and,  if  it  had  been  done,  it  is  doubtful  if  tho 
success  of  the  first  of  April  would  have  been 
gained,  as  the  men  thus  sent  would  have  been 
U)0  exhausted  to  reach  the  Five  Forks  that  day. 

I  therefore  determined  that  it  was  best  to 
abide  the  movements  already  begun,  and  keep 
the  two  divisions,  Griffin's  and  Crawford's,  where 
they  were,  till  I  could  hear  that  General  Ayres 
certainly  had  reinforced  General  Sheridan.  The 
men  of  the  two  divisions  were  gaining,  while 
waiting  this  result,  a  little  of  that  rest  they  stood 
so  much  in  need  of,  on  this  their  fourth  night 
of  almost  continual  deprivation  of  it,  and  we 
had  but  a  short  distance  to  move  before  reach- 
ing tho  enemy,  near  J.  Boiseau's. 

Having  determined  this,  at  one  p.  m.  I  wrote 
the  following  dispatch  to  General  Meade : 

"  I  think  we  will  have  an  infantry  bridge  over 
Gravelly  Run  sooner  than  I  could  send  troops 
around  by  the  Quaker  Road.  But  if  I  find  any 
failure,  I  will  send  that  way.  I  have  sent  Gap- 
tain  Bcnyaurd  (two  hours  ago)  with  what  he 
thought  was  necessary  to  make  it  practicable 
in  one  hour,  and  trust  to  that.  I  am  sending  to 
General  Sheridan  my  most  availablo  force." 

At  2.5  a.  m^I  learned  the  following,  which  I 
sent  General  Webb : 

"  Tho  bridge  over  Gravelly  Run  Captain  Ben- 
yaurd  reports  now  practicable  for  infantry,  and 
General  Ayres  advaxveVu^  SX,  XsrcwWfo* 

widdio  C.  II.  I  Yvavcs  gwwv  QteTv«r&  <s** 
ders  to  report  to  Q*eittT^^\i^tosi? 
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At  4.30  a.  m.  I  received  information  that  Gen- 
eral Ayres  had  communicated  with  General 
Sheridan,  and,  while  I  was  just  mounting  to  join 
Generals  Griffin  aud  Crawford,  to  move  across 
the  country  against  the  enemy  at  J.  Boiseau's, 
I  received  the  following  from  General  Sheridan, 
at  4.50  a.  m.,  which  is  published  with  his  report, 
and  there  stated  to  be  written  at  three  a.  m. 

"  I  am  holding  in  front  of  Dinwiddie  C.  H.,  on 
the  road  leading  to  Five  Forks,  for  three-quar- 
ters of  a  mile,  with  General  Custer's  division. 
The  enemy  are  in  his  immediate  front,  lying  so 
as  to  cover  the  road  just  this  side  of  the  Adams' 
House,  which  leads  out  across  Chamberlain's 
bed  or  run.  I  understand  you  have  a  division 
at  J.  Boiseau's;  if  so,  you  are  in  rear  of  the 
enemy's  line  and  almost  on  his  flank.  I  will 
hold  on  hero.  Possibly  they  may  attack  Custer 
at  day-light ;  if  so,  have  this  division  attack  in- 
stantly and  in  full  force.  Attack  at  daylight 
any  way,  and  I  will  make  an  effort  to  cet  the 
road  this  side  of  Adams'  House,  and  if  I  do,  you 
can  capture  the  whole  of  them.  Any  force 
moving  down  the  road  I  am  holding,  or  on  the 
White  Oak  Road,  will  be  in  the  enemy's  rear, 
and  in  all  probability  get  any  force  that  may  es- 
cape you  by  a  flank  attack.  Do  not  fear  my 
leaving  here.  If  the  enemy  remain  I  shall  fight 
at  daylight." 

This  suppositious  state  of  affairs  given  above 
promised  most  brilliant  results,  if  true ;  but  it 
was  not.  The  enemy  occupied  the  position  at 
J.  Boiseau's  on  the  preceding  night,  and  instead 
of  my  having  a  division  there,  the  nearest  to  it  I 
had  was  Bartlett  s  brigade,  about  three-quarters 
of  a  mile  north  of  Gravelly  Run,  the  crossing  of 
which  the  enemy  guarded.  Even  this  brigado 
of  mine  I  had  to  withdraw,  by  General  Meade's 
order,  at  9.35  p.  m.  I  fully  expected,  if  the  enemy 
had  not  retreated,  to  have  to  fight  a  battle  in 
order  to  get  across  Gravelly  Run,  near  to  J. 
Boiseau's;  and,  if  the  enemy  had  designed  to 
stay,  wo  undoubtedly  must  have  done  so.  I  so 
anticipated  in  my  instructions  to  General  Griffin. 

About  five  a.  m.  General  Griffin  left  his  posi- 
tion near  the  enemy  on  the  White  Oak  Road,  and 
moved  directly  and  rapidly  across  the  country 
to  Crumps.  He  found  the  enemy  had  left  the 
crossing  of  the  Run  open,  and  he  moved  on  to 
J.  Boiseau's,  meeting  at  the  forks  of  the  road  our 
cavalry,  under  General  Devin.  At  this  point 
General  Griffin  reported  to  General  Sheridan,  as 
1  had  directed,  should  such  a  state  of  affairs  as 
was  found  be  developed. 

I  remained  with  General  Crawford's  division, 
which  we  formed  to  retire  in  line  of  battle  to 
meet  the  enemy,  should  he  pursue  us  from  his 
breastworks,  as  I  confidently  expected  he  would  j 
as  soon  as  he  discovered  our  movements.*   1 1 

i 

*  Tho  neglect  of  the  enemy  to  follow  up  General  Crawford's  I 
division  as  he  withdrew  is  still  inexplicable  to  me ;  for  had  i 
they  done  so,  General  Loo  would  havo  been  early  informed  of  1 
the  movement  of  oar  infantry  against  his  detached  force  at 
Five  Forte,  and  either  havo  reinforced  them  or  earned  them 
to  withdraw,  and  the  disaster  to  them  whVch  reauUeo.  mVg&\ 
hsvo  not  occurred.   It  seems  to  me  an  oversight  ixoA.  to 
peen  expected  from  our  previous  experience. 


also  deployed  mv  escort  to  retire  towd  k 
Plank-road,  to  take  back  any  men  or  rcppa* 
which  might  be  coming  to  that  point  throek 
ignorance  of  the  changes  that  had  been  mdu 
the  night  General  Griffin's  march  having  baa 
unobstructed,  I  did  not  reach  him  till  he  tails' 
our  cavalry.  I  then  ascertained,  too,  thai  G» 
eral  Ayres'  division  was  massed  about  half  i 
mile  south  of  us,  near  J.  M.  Brooks's. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  General  Araife 
gan  to  move  back  from  the  White  Oak  Bad  If 
an  order  from  me,  sent  at  9.35  p.  m,  Muck  8, 
which  was  written  on  the  first  mtimaiiwilti- 
ceived  to  send  troops  to  General  Sheridan,  h 
orders  stopped  him,  nor  did  anything  dekylii 
but  physical  obstacles— such  as  the  daitaa, 
bad  roads,  and  broken  bridge.  I  will  now  qa* 
from  his  report  the  result : 

"  The  division  was  ordered  to  move  doimto 
Boydton  Pike  during  the  night  of  March  31, ui 
report  to  General  Sheridan  at  Dinwiddie  C.  B. 
Before  arriving  there  it  was  met  by  a  stall  ofiot 
of  General  Sheridan,  with  instructions  to  tarafll 
on  a  road  leading  west  into  a  road  leading  fwa 
Dinwiddie  C.  H.  to  the  White  Oak  Road*(U 
from  R.  Boiseau's  to  J.  M.  Brooks'),  "  and  cow 
upon  the  left  and  rear  of  the  enemy,  who  i 
facing  General  Sheridan's  command  near  Da- 
widdic.  As  we  approached,  just  after  cfciyfigftt, 
the  enemy  hastily  decamped." 

This  actual  trial  disposes  of  the  question  of 
the  ability  of  my  troops  to  reach  General  Sher- 
idan by  midnight  It  took  General  Ayretul 
daybreak. 

It  may  be  said,  in  support  of  the  expectation, 
that  the  state  of  the  bridge  and  stream  were  net 
known  when  the  expectations  were  formed;  but 
they  should  have  been.  The  route  was  used  Ux 
communications  between  General  Grant  and 
General  Sheridan  the  two  preceding  days.  Bm 
even  if  not  known  then,  they  certainly  were 
when  General  Sheridan  wrote  his  report  and 
General  Grant  authorized  its  publication ;  and  it 
was  but  manly  and  just  to  have  then  corrected 
any  unfavorable  impression  his  lack  of  knowl- 
edge at  the  time  may  have  caused  him  to  tab 
up  concerning  me. 

But,  let  us  suppose  the  two  divisions  thai 
General  Grant  directed  to  be  moved  by  J.  Boi- 
seau's, were  expected  to  reach  General  8heridan 
by  midnight  The  order  which  I  received  wai 
written  by  General  Meade  10.15  p.  five  min- 
utes after  General  Grant's  to  General  Sheridan. 
It  reached  me  10.50  p.  m.,  thirty-five  minntn 
after  being  written.  Supposing  all  possible  dis- 
patch used,  twenty  minutes  at  least  would  be 
required  for  me  to  make  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments ;  twenty  more  minutes  would  be  required 
to  carry  my  order  to  the  divisions ;  twenty  more 
minutes  for  them  to  transmit  them  to  the  bri- 
gades ;  and  forty  minutes,  at  least,  for  the  troop 
to  get  ready  to  move ;  for  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  no  bugles  or  drum  could  be  used  to 
sound  calls  or  arouse  the  men.  No  General 
Toakfc  \&nn&  \am&<5<ql  greater  rapidity  of 
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realized  it  on  the  most  favorable  occa- 
"while  this  was  one  of  the  least  so.  Sum- 
up  these  intervals  of  time,  we  have  two 
_  %   to  add  to  the  time  of  General  Grant's 

^*itin|r  to  General  Sheridan.  I  venture  to  nay  it 
Jgofc  nearly  thio  time  for  the  note  itself  to  reach 
•»«i!»x-al  Sheridan.  Adding  these  two  hours, 
J*^uld  make  it  at  least  twelve  o'clock  before  my 
divisions  could  move.  They  then  had  four 
gates  to  traverse,  taking  the  White  Oak  Road, 
255?*"^  reaching  the  crossing  of  Gravelly  Run, 
would  occupy  till  two  a.  m.  They  had 
'to  cross  the  stream  and  strike  the  rear  of 


«nemy  opposed  to  General  Sheridan,  enu- 


^^H-ked  by  him  as  follows  : 

The  opposing  forces  was  Pickett's  division, 
S'^e's  independent  brigade  of  infantry,  and 
Hugh  Lee's,  Rossers,  and  W.  II.  Lee's  cav- 
^Jj£  commands.   This  force  is  too  strong  for 

To  join  General  Sheridan  by  midnight,  on  this 
tmte,  1  finally  had  to  capture  or  destroy  what- 
ever of  this  force  was  between  me  and  General 
Sheridan.  Any  expectations  more  unreasonable 
^ould  not  have  been  formed,  nor  would  I  attrib- 
ute them  to  any  one  not  wholly  ignorant  ot  the 
true  slate  of  the  case. 

In  regard  to  intercepting  the  enemy,  the  facts 
show  it  was  impossible  under  the  circumstances. 
I  learned  from  deserters  that  they  had  be- 
gan to  move  toward  Five  Forks  as  early  as 
ten  p.  v.  the  night  before,  believing  their  posi- 
tion would  be  untenable  the  next  morning. 
They  had  consequently  withdrawn  in  the  night, 
carrying  off  their  wounded  and  leaving  only  a 
cavalry  picket  in  General  Sheridan's  front, 
which,  as  General  Ayres  says,  "hastily  de- 
camped "  as  he  approached  at  daylight.  It  will 
be  seen  by  a  dispatch  of  General  Meade  to  Gen- 
eral Grant,  dated  six  a.  m.  (given  hereafter), 
that  General  Sheridan  must  have  been  aware  of 
this  withdrawal  of  the  enemy  early  in  the 
night. 

While  awaiting  with  General  Griffin  for  in- 
structions from  General  Sheridan,  who  had  ad- 
vanced with  the  cavalry  toward  Five  Forks,  I 
received,  about  9.30  a  m.,  the  following  order, 
written  by  General  Webb  at  six  a.  m.  : 

**  General  Meade  directs  that,  in  the  move- 
ments following  your  junction  with  General  Sher- 
idan, you  will  be  under  his  orders,  and  will 
report  to  him.   Please  send  a  report  of  pro- 


I  sent  the  report  of  progress  requested, 
which  was  in  accordance  with  the  facts  herein- 
before given. 

To  show  how  General  Meade  was  led  to  send 
me  this  order,  I  will  give  a  copy  of  a  dispatch 
from  him  to  General  Grant,  written  at  six  a.  m., 
April  1,  an  official  copy  of  which  was  furnished 
me : 

44  The  officer  sent  to  General  Sheridan,  re- 
turned between  two  and  three  a.  m.,  without 
any  written  communication,  but  giving  General 
Sheridan's  opinion  that  the  enemy  were  retiring 
from  his  front   The  absence  of  firing  this 


morning  would  seem  to  confirm  this.  I  was 
asleep  at  the  time  this  officer  returned,  and  did 
not  get  the  information  till  just  now.  Should 
this  prove  true,  Warren  will  be  at  or  near  Din- 
widdie  soon,  with  his  whole  corps,  and  will 
require  further  orders." 

This  dispatch  also  shows  an  important  cir- 
cumstance that  affects  the  question  of  my 
ability  to  intercept  the  enemy.  The  officer  that 
brought  General  Meade  this  information  from 
General  Sheridan,  "between  two  and  three  a. 
m.,"  coidd  not  have  left  General  Sheridan  less 
than  two  hours  previous,  the  distance  being 
about  ten  miles  over  the  worst  possible  roads ; 
so  that  General  Sheridan  thought  the  enemy 
was  retiring  as  early,  at  least,  as  between 
twelve  and  one,  and  the  information  coidd 
scarce  have  reached  General  Sheridan,  from  his 
picket  line,  in  less  than  one  hour's  time,  60  that 
the  enemy's  movements  in  retiring  must  have 
become  apparent  as  early,  at  least,  as  between 
eleven  and  twelve.  This  confirms  the  reports 
deserters,  in  the  morning,  gave  me,  and  which 
the  completeness  of  the  withdrawal  sustains. 
Thus,  at  the  very  time  of  the  night  that  General 
Sheridan  thought  the  enemy  retreating,  I  was 
ini pressed,  by  repeated  dispatches  from  General 
Meade,  that  General  Sheridan  could  not  hold  on 
without  reinforcements,  and  I  acted  under  that 
authority  and  belief. 

The  order  from  General  Meade  placing  me 
under  General  Sheridan's  orders,  however,  was 
not  necessary  lor  that  purpose,  as  I  should  have 
obeyed  any  orders  General  Sheridan  might  give 
me,  recognizing  him  as  my  superior  army  com- 
mander. 

battle  of  five  forks. 

When  I  met  General  S.,  at  about  eleven  a.  m., 
his  manner  was  cordial  and  friendly.  I  had  never 
served  with  him  before. 
After  talking  with  General  Sheridan  a  short  time, 
at  the  place  I  found  him,  while  he  was  occasionally 
receiving  reports  from  his  cavalry,  he  mounted 
and  rode  off  to  the  front.  At  one  p.  m.  an  officer 
brought  to  me  an  order  to  bring  up  the  infantry. 
I  at  once  dispatched  Colonel  (now  Brigadier- 
General)  Bankhead  to  give  the  orders  to  the 
division  commanders  to  bring  up  their  com- 
mands, specifying  the  order  which  I  thought 
they  could  most  rapidly  move  in.  I  then  went 
up  the  Five  Forks  Road  in  advance  of  the  infan- 
try, to  see  General  Sheridan,  and  Jxy  inform  my- 
self of  the  use  to  be  made  of  my  troops,  so  that 
no  time  would  be  lost  on  their  arrival.  General 
S.  explained  to  me  the  state  ot  affairs,  and  what 
his  plan  was  for  me  to  do.  This  I  entered  upon 
most  cordially.  General  S.  had  placed  an  officer 
back  on  the  road  to  mark  the  point  where  my 
command  was  to  turn  off.  I  then  rode  back  to 
the  point  indicated,  turned  up  the  road  which 
led  by  Gravelly  Run  Church,  and  examined  the 
ground,  and  employed  my  escort,  which  had  by 
this  time  rejoined  me,  to  picket  the  front  I  was 
to  take  up,  so  as  to  prevent  the  enemy  discov- 
ering the  presence  oA  taj  vc&aaXrj* 
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General  Sheridan's  order  was  to  form  the 
whole  corps  before  advancing,  bo  that  all  of  it 
should  move  simultaneously.    He  especially 

stated  that  the  formation  was  to  be  oblique  to 
the  road,  with  the  right  advanced,  with  two 
divisions  in  front,  and  the  third  in  reserve  behind 
the  right  division.  The  number  of  lines  and 
Consequent  extent  of  front,  he  left  me  to  decide, 
Upou  examination  I  determined  on  an  equiva- 
lent of  three  lines  of  battle  for  each  of  the  front 
divisions,  arranged  as  follows;  Each  division 
was  to  place  two  brigades  in  front,  each  bri- 
gade in  two  lines  of  battle,  and  the  third  brigade 
in  two  lines  of  battle  behind  the  centre  of  the 
two  front  lines*  The  third  division  to  be  posted 
in  column  of  battalions  in  mass  behind  the 
right  To  General  Ay  res  I  assigned  ray  left, 
General  Crawford  my  right,  and  General  Griffin 
my  reserve  behind  the  right.  In  moving,  they 
were  instructed  to  keep  close  to  the  loft,  and  to 
preserve  their  direction  in  the  woods,  by  keep- 
ing the  snn,  then  shining  brightly,  in  the  same 
position  over  their  left  shoulders. 

General  j\yres  placed  the  Maryland  brigade 
on  his  left,  in  two  lines,  and  General  G win's 
brigade  on  hie  right;  this  last  brigade  was 


formed  in  three  lines  instead  of  twu 
regiments  could  not  b©  so  weD  dkpogjj 
lines.  General  Winthrops  brigade,  & 
Ayres  formed  as  his  reserve.  Get^rd  ( 
ford  formed  his  lines  so  as  to  pkce  f 
Kellogg's  brigade  on  his  left,  Jkoetil  f 
brigade  on  his  right, 
brijrLnkt  as  his  reserve. 

The  length  of  the  front  w©  occupdi 
about  a  thousand  yards.   The  casmlr 
three  preceding  days,  together  with  I 
those  who  had  given  out  from  vesrins*,*  ] 
were  absent  on  detached  duty,  bad  pHj 
reduced  our  effective  force  at'teut  i  ftosm 
men  in  each  division  below  that  with  * 
set  out  on  the  twenty-eighth,  so  that  we  talis 
present  about  twelve  thousand  men, 

While  the  troops  were  forming,!  [npsi  ' 
the  accompanying  sketch,  with  enwiMah 
each  division  commander,  and  dSretfedta, 
as  far  as  time  would  permit,  to  explain  31  bit ' 
brigade  commanders i 

»  ApflMr* 

"The  following  is  the 
to  be  executed: 


C'.'J- 

si  to 


14**" 


"  The  line  will  move  forward  as  formed  till  it 
reaches  the  White  Oak  Road,  when  it  will  swing 
round  to  the  left,  perpendicular  to  tho  White 
Oak  Road.  General  Merritt's  and  General  Cus- 
ter's cavalry  will  charge  the  enemy's  line  as 
soon  as  the  infantry  get  engaged.  The  cavalry 
is  on  the  left  of  the  uifantry,  except  McKenzie's, 
which  is  moving  up  the  White  Oak  Road  from 
the  right." 

General  Griffin,  in  his  report,  says  the  forma- 
tion prior  to  the  attack  was  as  follows : 

"  The  First  division  on  the  right  flank  formed 
in  three  lines,  with  one  brigade  on  the  right  en 
echelon:1 

I  supplied  General  Griffin  with  the  same 
sketch  and  plan  of  operations  as  I  had  General 
Avres  and  General  Crawford,  in  which  I  thought 
I  indicated  General  Griffin's  position  in  rear  of 
the  right  But  the  necessity  for  him  to  protect 
his  own  flank,  and  the  wedge-like  shape  of 
the  formation,  as  a  whole,  led  General  Griffin  to 
regard  hia  division  as  on  the  right* 


General  Sheridan  says,  in  his  report,  Unite 
directed  "  one  division  to  be  formed  in  resell 
opposite  the  centre."  This  is  a  mistake;  fail 
order  was  to  form  it  in  rear  of  the  right  The- 
line  was  to  be  formed  "obliquely  to  and  it* 
point  a  short  distance  from  the  White  (kk 
Road;"*  this  threw  the  right  in  the  advance, 
and,  it  was  supposed  by  him,  would  strike  the 
enemy  first  and  need  the  support 

During  the  formation  of  my  troops,  I  used  afl 
the  exertions  possible  to  hasten  their  arrival, 
and  everything  was  so  prepared  for  them,  that 
they  marched  at  once  to  their  assigned  position 
without  a  halt 

General  Sheridan  expressed  to  me  his  appre- 
hension that  our  cavalry,  which  continued  to 
fire  on  the  enemy,  would  use  up  all  their  atmna- 
nition  before  my  troops  would  be  ready.  I  m- 
formed  him  that  they  would  not  all  be  in  posi- 
tion before  four  p.  m.,  but  that  I  was  ready  to 
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move  at  once  with  whatever  was  at  band,  if  he 
*.  J  irected,  and  let  the  rest  follow  j  but  be  did  not 
Bis  impatience  was  no  greater,  apparency,  than 
4  felt  myself.  ;itid  which  I  strove  to  repress  and 
prevent  any  exhibition  of,  as  it  would  but  tend 
g>  impair  confidence  in  the  proposed  operations, 
when  everything  possible  is  being  done,  it  is 
irtaiit  to  have  the  men  think  it  is  all  that 
requires,  if  their  confidence  is  to  be  re- 


General  Sheridan  «  most 
*  tit,  that  I  gave  him  the  impression  that 
\ted  the  sua  to  go  down,  I  simply  place  my 
and  trust  that  my  whole  conduct  in  life, 
52**  e  Specially  in  this  war,  sustains  mo  in  it, 
2®  did  not  set  until  twu  hunrs  and  a  half 

^r  ttie  formation  was  completed. 
In      P*oof  ef  the  efforts  1  made  to  get  the  troop  b 
^|JtK**jtionT and  the  rapidity  with  which  they 
^Jr.  **U»ve,  I  present  the  following  comnumica- 
0^       from  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Bankhead, 
staff ;  Brevet  Major-General  Crawford, 
r~jjwmifjng  Third  division  \  Brevet  Majnr-Gen- 
JJ^i  Griftm,  commanding  First  division ;  Brevet 
^^^ior-General  Ayres,  Second  division, 
^  General  Bankhead  writes  me,  under  date  of 
**ie  twenty-seventh : 

-  uSm :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  seven- 
teenth inst,  received  the  twenty -fifth,  I  have 
Hie  honor  to  state  that  I  was  with  you  April 
first,  at  the  time  yon  received  some  instruct  ion  a 
from  General  Sheridan,  through  one  of  his  staff 
officers.  As  to  the  nature  of  the  orders  1  am 
not  aware,  further  than  that  you  immediately 
turned  to  me,  and  directed  me  1  to  bring  up  the 
corps  at  once  along  the  road  we  were  at  the 
time,  and  that  you  would  meet  the  column  your- 
self ;  that  the  divisions  would  march  in  the  fol- 
lowing order,  viz.,  Third,  First,  Second/  I  im- 
mediately galloped  hack,  and  gave  the  orders, 
in  person,  to  Generals  Griffin  and  Crawford,  As 
I  was  directed  to  see  the  head  of  the  column 
was  started  on  the  right  road,  I  scut  the  order 
to  General  Ayres,  commanding  Second  division 
(who  was  further  off  to  the  right},  by  one  of 
your  Aids,  either  Major  Cope  or  Captain  Wads- 
worth, 

"  The  orders  were  obeyed  promptly,  and  the 
troops  moved  out  as  expeditiously  as  the  nature 
of  the  road  and  the  crowded  state  it  was  in  (be- 
ing  blocked  up  with  led  cavalry  horses)  woidd 
admit  Every  exertion  appeared  to  be  made  by 
General  Crawford,  who  had  the  advance,  to  keep 
the  road  clear  for  the  iufantry  to  pass.  I  re- 
mained with  the  head  of  the  column  until  within 
a  short  distance  of  the  place  it  was  halted  and 
placed  in  position  to  make  the  attack. 

"(Signed)  H.  C.  Bankhead, 

♦■  Brovat  Colonel  Awtetaot  Inspector^  n<?rjiLlT 

;  is  from  General  Crawford,  dated 


The 
July 

"General:  In  reply  to  your  communication 
of  June  seventeenth,  asking  if  my  division  did 
not  move,  with  all  practicable  dispatch,  in  form- 
ing prior  to  our  attack  on  the  eneojj  at  the  bat- 


tle of  Five  Forks,  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  that 
the  troops  under  my  command  moved  at  once, 
upon  the  receipt  of  the  order,  and  that,  in  my 
■  ■jHhiun.  [io  luiueCt'SSiiry  nmr  wus  Ioh(  tnnu  that 
time  till  they  were  formed  as  you  directed. 
"  (Signed)  S.  W.  Crawford, 

L<  Brevet  M*j«  >r -Goner*!.1 ' 

The  following  is  from  General  Griffin,  dated 
June  twenty-sixth : 

"General:  In  reply  to  your  communication 
of  the  seventeenth  instant,  in  reference  to  the 
movement  of  the  First  division  just  prior  to  the 
battle  of  Five  Forks,  April  first,  1865, 1  have  to 
state  I  was  in  command  of  that  division  on  that 
day,  and  about  two  o'clock  p.  m.,  received, 
through  Colonel  Bankhead,  Corps  Inspector,  an 
order  to  move  down  the  road  leading  northward 
with  all  possible  dispatch,  as  the  cavalry  and 
infantry  were  to  attack  the  enemy  at  once.  I 
moved  my  troops  as  promptly  as  I  could,  and  on 
arriving  near  the  place  where  the  corps  was 
formed  lor  the  attack,  was  met  by  yourself.  You 
immediately  pointed  out  the  ground  that  my 
troops  were  to  form  on,  remarking,  in  substance, 
that  you  wished  me  to  be  as  expeditious  as  pos- 
sible. The  order  was  executed  at  once,  and  I 
then  reported  in  person  to  you.  In  mv  opinion, 
the  division  was  formed  without  any  halting  or 
unnecessary  delay. 

"  (Signed)  Charles  Griffin, 

The  following  is  from  General  Ayres,  dated 
June  twenty-fourth : 

■  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  yours  of  the  seventeenth  inst*,  last  evening, 
asking  sn  official  statement  concerning  the  move- 
ment of  the  Fifth  corps  on  the  first  of  April, 
from  the  position  where  it  was  massed  to  that 
where  the  lines  of  battle  were  formed  previous 
to  that  attack,  I  do  not  know  at  what  time  the 
order  was  given  to  commence  the  movement  I 
was  orderetl  to  follow  the  First  division.  This 
was  done,  and  mv  division  was  kept  well  closed 
up  on  the  troops  in  front.  On  arriving  near  the 
position  where  the  lines  were  forming,  ^ou  re- 
quested me  to  form  my  troops  us  expeditiously 
as  possible,  as  General  Sheridan  desired  to  attack 
the  enemy  immediately,  Once  again,  during  the 
formation,  you  desired  me  to  be  expeditious. 
My  division,  being  a  very  small  one,  was  soon  . 
formed,  whereupon  I  reported  to  you  that  I  was 
Teady.  The  order  was  then  given,  and  the  troops 
moved  at  once  to  the  attack, 

"(Signed)  RT  B.  Ayres, 

^  Bri  v.'i  Uiir  r  i;-  la-mi  *» 

My  record  on  this  point  could  not  be  better  ^ 
or  more  complete. 

In  view  of  this  testimony,  it  is  further  appar- 
ent tn at  General  Sheridan  had  left  out  of  hie 
calculations  the  necessary  time  to  make  the 
formation  he  directed,  and  that,  in  his  own  opin- 
ion, his  plan  was  endangered  thereby. 

The  propriety  of  an.  army  *\l  wvi^m 
pre-supposes,  "in  order  tot 
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employs  it  should  be  entitled  to  the  credit  of  the 
results  obtained,  that  he  should  have  his  infor- 
mation so  exact  that  the  mass  falls  directly  upon 
a  vulnerable  and  vital  point  of  tho  enemy's  posi- 
tion. If  there  thould  be  a  mistake  in  this,  the 
chief  merit  belongs  to  those  exertions  and  ar- 
rangements by  which  the  mistake  is  corrected, 
or  in  tho  new  dispositions  which  the  occasion 
demands  as  requisite  and  which  may  be  prac- 
ticable. But  General  Sheridan's  calculation,  as 
to  the  position  of  the  left  flank  of  the  enemy's 
line,  was  faulty,  and  to  a  very  serious  extent, 
considering  that  ho  had  placed  all  the  troops  in 
position  for  the  move.  The  changes  we  had  to 
make  afterward  required  the  greatest  exertion 
of  myself  and  staff,  when  everything  was  in 
motion,  and  in  woods  of  the  difficult  nature  usu- 
ally found  in  Virginia,  no  one  of  the  command 
being  at  all  acquainted  with  the  ground  over 
which  we  were  moving. 

After  the  forward  movement  began,  a  few 
minutes  brought  us  to  tho  White  Oak  Road, 
distant  about  a  thousand  yards.  There  we  found 
the  advance  of  General  McKenzie's  cavalry, 
which,  coming  up  the  White  Oak  Road,  had  ar- 
rived there  just  before  us.  This  showed  us,  for 
the  first  time,  that  we  were  too  far  to  our  right 
of  the  enemy's  left  flank.  General  Ayres'  right 
crossed  tho  road  in  the  open  field,  ana  his  divis- 
ion commenced  changing  front  at  once,  so  as  to 
bring  his  line  on  the  right  flank  of  the  enemy's 

Sosition.  Fortunately  for  us,  the  enemy's  left 
ank  so  rested  in  the  woods  that  he  could  not 
fire  at  us  as  we  crossed  this  open  field,  and  tho 
part  of  it  that  faced  us  formed  a  very  short  line. 
This  General  Ayres  attacked  at  once,  the  firing 
being  heavy,  but  less  than  usually  destructive, 
on  account  of  the  thick  woods.  The  rapid 
change  of  front  by  General  Ayres  caused  bis 
right  flank,  at  first,  to  get  in  advance  of  General 
Orawfoid,  owing  to  the  greater  distance  the  lat- 
ter had  to  move,  and  exposed  it  to  be  taken  in 
flank  by  tho  enemy.  Orders  were  sent  by  mo  to 
General  Crawford  to  oblique  his  division  to  the 
left  and  close  up  this  interval. 

As  soon  as  I  had  found  tho  enemy's  left  flank, 
orders  were  sent  to  General  Griffin,  by  several 
staff  officers,  to  move  also  obliquely  to  the  left, 
and  come  in  to  the  support  of  General  Ayres. 
But  as  Griffin 's  division  was  moving  out  of  sight 
in  the  woods,  the  order  only  reached  him  in  tho 
neighborhood  of  the  place  marked  "  Chimneys" 
on  the  map.  While  giving  orders  thus,  I  did 
not  think  it  proper  to  leave  my  place  in  the 
open  field,  because  it  was  one  where  my  staff 
officers,  sent  to  different  parts  of  the  command, 
could  immediately  find  me  on  their  return,  and 
thus  I  could  get  information  from  all  points  at 
once,  and  utilize  the  many  eyes  of  my  staff  and 
those  of  my  subordinate  commanders,  instead  of 
going  to  some  special  point  myself,  and  neglect 
all  others. 

The  time  had  not  arrived,  in  my  judgment,  for 
me  to  do  that  It  may  be  that  at  this  time  it 
was  that  General  Sheridan  thought  I  not 
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that  broke  under  a  not  very  severe  kt 
was  no  necessity  for  my  personal  prenagjr 
such  purpose  reported  from  any  pvt  tf  b 

field. 

The  time  which  elapsed  before  hang  fa 
General  Crawford  or  General  Griffin  comi 
me  they  must  have  passed  on  beyond  lb 
of  General  Ayres.   Leaving  sufficient  mmIi 
send  any  important  information  after  me,  III 
rode  rapidly  to  the  right,  near  the 
and  was  received  with  a  considerable  (h  fan 
the  enemy  across  the  open  field.  Aaliftand 
learned,  the  fire  from  this  position  of  the  osf 
occasioned  some  unsteadiness  in  QfoenlM 
right,  and  also  caused  the  left  of  Qenenlw 
ford  to  oblique  to  the  right,  so  as  to  bei  ti 
protection  of  the  ridge  and  trees.  Iw**^ 
here  till  General  Griffin  arrived  with  his  dhiAs, 
when  I  directed  him  to  attack  the  eneajiafc 
right  of  General  Ayres,  and  this  he  pwwtt 
to  do.   I  then  rode  back  to  General  Aywifji 
tion,  and  found  that  he  had  captured  the ««« 
extreme  left,  and  some  thousand  prisown  » 
information  I  sent  to  General  Griffin,  tnd  4» 
rode  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  direct  Gem 
Crawford,  as  circumstances  might  require. 

Before  proceeding  further,  I  will  give 
tions  from  Major  Cope's  report  relating  toto 
preceding : 

"  You  sent  me  to  General  Griffin  with  an  oris 
to  bring  his  division  toward  the  White  Ofc 
Road,  by  the  flank,  in  order  to  be  in  better  saa> 
porting  distance  of  the  second  division.  Akote 
inform  General  Crawford  that  he  was  going 
somewhat  too  far  to  the  right    I  found  Geomk 
Griffin  and  Crawford  to  the  right  of  the  Coha* 
ueys,  and  gave  them  your  orders.    At  this  tilt 
the  enemy  had  a  line  of  skirmishers  running  frosi 
the  left  of  their  line  of  works,  hy  the  tadnr? 
House,  toward  Hatcher's  Run.    You  came  to 
where  General  Griffin  was,  and  then  returned  to 
the  White  Oak  Road,  where  I  joined  you  a  fern 
minutes  after.    The  part  of  the  enemy's  Una 
where  you  were  had  been  carried  by  General 
Ayres,  and  you  sent  me  again  to  General  Griflm, 
with  this  information,  and  with  an  order  to  poah 
forward  as  fast  as  possible.    He  had  already 
reached  the  Sidney  House,  and  was  pushing  for- 
ward across  the  field.   I  delivered  your  order, 
and  gave  him  the  direction  to  advance,  whkfe 
was  west" 

I  also  annex  an  extract  from  General  Ayres1 
report,  describing  his  operations  after  the  for 
ward  movement  began : 

"  After  moving  through  a  wood  into  an  open- 
ing, the  skirmishers  enraged  those  of  the  eneny, 
pushing  them  back.  Soon  after  crossing  the 
White  Oak  Road,  finding  the  enemy's  fire  to 
come  from  the  left,  I  changed  front  to  the  left 
by  facing  the  Second  brigade  to  the  left,  and 
filing  it  to  the  left.  Not  to  lose  time,  I  also  threw 
the  First  brigade"  (his  reserve)  u  into  the  front 
line  on  the  left  of  the  Second.  The  Third  bri- 
gade, soon  after  enraging  the  enemy,  finding  its 
t v£\&  fooik.  vw  tha  «at  (JL  must  confess  that  I  ex- 
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exert  myself  to  inspire  confidence  in  the  tcoo^fc\^w«^&  woi^Vj  wsh^  y**"** 
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._lw«re  very  tin  steady,  but  subsequently  moved 
land  bore  their  part  of  the  action  in  a  handBome 
tier.    After  this  change  of  front,  the  troops 
►  poshed  forward  and  soon  came  upon  the 
IBank  of  the  enemy,  which  was  thrown  back 
S**^1*  angles  with  his  main  line,  and  covered 
_l>7*  strong  breastwork,  screened  behind  a  dense 
".yiadergrowth  of  pines,  and  about  one  himdred 
in  length.   This  breastwork  my  troops 
Qihifgecl,  and  took  it  at  the  bayonet's  point,  cap- 
"yjrjug,  in  carrying  it,  over  one  thousand  pris- 
and  several  battle-flags.   Halting  there  a 
**nr  time  by  General  Sheridan's  order,  till  it 
\       **PT>arenl  tfie  enemy  icere  giving  away  gen- 
X  pushed  forward  rapidly,  holding  my 
-  ^52j^»  ^tl(^»  an<*  r  arching  steadily  in  line  of 

JJ|*»ye  italicised  the  44  halting  there,"  &c,  be- 
it  shows  that  General  Sheridan  modified 
order  not  to  halt    No  order  tr  halt  was 
_ '  me.   What  caused  the  general  giving 
the  enemy  while  General  Ayres  was 
twT"^  by  General  Sheridan's  order,  was  due  to 
operations  elsewhere  directed. 

^e  8ecn  t^lat  tnc  raP^  change  of  front 
^  Ueneral  Ayres,  necessitated  by  the  unex- 
^*Tted  condition  of  things,  unavoidably  threw 
flank  temporarily  "  in  air."   Ilad  the  line 
dually  swung  round,  by  wheeling,  General 
m  Iwford  would  have  been  on  his  right,  but  as 
It  was,  the  change  Lad  the  momentary  effect  to 
leave  General  Crawford  "  en  echelon,"  in  rear  of 
.Apes'  right    It  happened,  also,  that  the  right 
of  General  Ayres  became  exposed,  too,  to  a  fare 
from  the  enemy  across  the  open  field,  around 
Sidney's.   General  Crawford's  left  encountered 
this  same  lire,  as  it  came  up  on  General  Ayres* 
right,  and  the  effect  was  to  cause  Crawford's  line 
to  oblique  some  what  to  the  right  to  gain  the 
cover  of  the  woods  and  ridges,  but  it  kept 
steadily  moving  on  in  the  enemy's  rear — a  threat- 
ening movement  which  made  the  position  of  the 
enemy  no  longer  tenable,  assailed  as  he  was 
both  in  front  and  flank  besides. 

I  will  now  extract  from  General  Crawford's 
report.  After  giving  a  copy  of  the  order  to 
attack  that  I  had  furnished  him  with  (see  p.  358), 
he  says: 

u  In  obedience  to  this  order  we  crossed  Grav- 
elly Run;  crossed  the  White  Oak  Road,  and 
changed  direction  to  the  left  and  advanced  direct- 
ly west.  We  encountered  the  enemy's  skirmish- 
ers shortly  after  moving,  driving  them  steadily 
back.  Our  way  led  through  bogs,  tangled 
woods,  and  thickets  of  pine,  interspersed  with 
open  spaces  here  and  there.  The  connection 
between  the  Second  division  aud  my  line,  could 
not  be  maintained.  I  received  an  order  from 
both  General  Sheridan  and  General  Warren,  to 
press  rapidlv  forward.  I  urged  on  the  entire 
command.  Gfeneral  Coulter's  brigade,  from  being 
in  support  of  my  rear,  was  brought  to  fill  the 
gap  between  me  and  the  Second  divisior .  I 
pressed  immediately  on  and  found  myself  in  the 
enemy's  rear  on  the  Ford  Road,  which  I  crossed." 
*   *   u  Just  at  this  point  the  enomjr  opened  on. 


my  centre  and  left  flank  a  very  heavy  fire. 
Major-General  Warren  arriving  on  the  field  at 
that  moment,  directed  mo  to  advance  immedi- 
ately down  the  Ford  Road,  and  General  Coulter's 
brigade  was  selected"  for  that  purpose.  Two 
regiments,  commanded  by  Major  Funk,  placed 
on  what  was  then  the  left  of  the  road,  and  the 
rest  of  the  brigade  were  on  the  right,  supported 
by  the  other  two  brigades, '  en  echelon,  I  ad- 
vanced at  once,  and  captured  a  battery  of  four 
guns  and  the  battle-flag  of  the  Thirty-second 
Virginian  infantry.  We  then  changed  direction 
and  advanced  again  in  a  south-west  direction, 
the  enemy  flying  before  us,  though  keeping  up 
a  desultory  firing." 

General  Griffin's  report  says : 

"  Immediately  after,  the  order  to  advance 
against  the  enemy  was  given,  with  instructions 
to  the  division  that  after  it  had  crossed  the  road 
it  was  to  change  direction  to  the  left,  so  as  to  ' 
strike  the  enemy  in  flank  and  rear.  After  ad- 
vancing about  a  mile,  and  finding  nothing  in 
front,  save  a.  few  cavalry  videttes,  and  there  be- 
ing heavy  volleys  of  musketry  to  the  left  and 
rear,  the  division  was  halted." 

This  halting  under  the  circumstances,  was 
a  commendable  exercise  of  discretion.  He  says 
that,  a  personal  examination  showing  him  the 
enemy  on  his  left,  he  marched  in  that  direction. 
To  effect  this  same  thing  I  had  sent  Major  Cope 
to  him,  as  already  stated.  A  small  portion  of  , 
General  Griffin »  division  became  separated  in 
the  woods  from  the  rest,  and  continued  on 
with  General  Crawford's  division,  and  was  used 
by  me  on  the  Ford  Road.  General  Griffin,  hav- 
ing made  proper  dispositions,  "  moved  against 
the  enemy  at  double-quick,"  taking  his  breast- 
works and  one  thousand  five  hundred  prison- 
ers. 

As  stated  by  General  Crawford,  I  came  up 
with  his  division  near  B.  Boiseau's  after  he  had 
crossed  the  Ford  Road.  He  had  been  driving 
back  the  enemy's  skirmish  line  all  the  way,  ana 
continually  turning  the  left  of  any  force  oppos- 
ing Generals  Ayrcs  and  Griffin.  I  at  once  di- 
rected his  line  to  swing  round  to  face  south- 
ward, as  we  had  now  closed  up  the  outlet  for 
the  enemy's  escape  northward,  and  to  move 
down  upon  the  position  of  the  enemy  at  the 
forks  of  the  road,  a  point  well  indicated  to  us 
by  the  firing  of  srfnie  pieces  of  artillery  there 
by  the  enemy.  General  Crawford's  troops  soon 
encountered  a  stiff  line  of  the  enemy  formed  to 
meet  him,  and  from  the  fire  of  which  General 
Coulter's  brigade  suffered  severely.  The  con- 
test, however,  was  short,  for  the  enemy,  now 
pressed  front,  flank  and  rear,  mostly  threw  down  < 

Note. — General  Sheridan's  report  i«tate<?  that  he  directed* 
(Jonerul  McKenzie  to  swing  round  on  the  right  of  tin*  iufuntry 
;ind  gain  tho  Ford  Road,  so  u*»  to  cut  oQ"  the  enemy's  escape 
that  way.  As  General  McKenzic  did  n»>t  succeed  in  getting 
there  till  after  the  infuntry  had  gained  the  road,  I  asked  of 
him  the  nature  of  his  operations,  lie  informed  me  that  la 
attempting  to  execute  hiB  order  he  found  himseir  north  of 
Hatcher's  Run,  and  moving  directly  away  fn»m  tho  battle, 
which  seemed  heivy.  Ue  lYMTvtotv,  tp»  *»vsw^vi\  ^tfStav  >aa. 
done)  moved,  hack.  Ioyt&t&       Wi\\£>  ^  *&\n\a&L& 

part  in  the  actum. 
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their  arms.  Three  guns  of  the  captured  bat- 
tery were"  found  on  the  road,  where  they  had 
been  stopped  in  their  attempt  to  escape  north- 
ward. 

Immediately  after  the  forks  were  gained  I 
directed  General  Crawford  to  change  front 
again  to  the  right,  and  march  toward  the  sound 
of  the  firing,  bo  as  again  to  take  the  enemy  in 
flank  and  rear,  and  this  he  at  once  did.  I  also 
directed  a  cavalry  brigade,  which  had  been 
kept  mounted,  and  which  now  came  rapidly 
along  the  Ford  Road  toward  me,  not  to  move 
along  it  further,  but  to  file  to  their  left  and  pro- 
ceed in  the  direction  General  Crawford  had 
taken. 

I  then  passed  down  the  Ford  Road,  and  on 
reaching  the  forks,  turned  to  the  right  along  the 
White  Oak  Road.  The  troops  were  joyous  and 
filled  with  enthusiasm  at  their  success,  but 
somewhat  disorganized  thereby  and  by  their 
marching  and  fighting  bo  long  in  the  woods. 
On  my  arriving  at  the  point  E  (see  map),  I  found 
that  our  advance  there  was  stayed  by  the  enemy, 
who  had  formed  a  new  line  for  their  left  flank 
near  the  position  F,  while  they  yet  main- 
tained their  front  against  our  cavalry  on  the 
south.  Though  the  orders  had  been  not  to  halt, 
and  many  officers  were  then  urging  their  men 
forward,  the  disordered  men,  not  feeling  the  in- 
fluence of  their  commanders,  continued  to  fire 
without  advancing. 

Accompanied  by  Captain  Benyaurd  and  the 
portion  of  my  staff  then  present,  I  rode  out  to 
the  front  and  called  those  near  mc  to  follow. 
This  was  immediately  responded  to.  Every- 
where along  the  front  the  color-bearers  and  offi- 
cers sprang  out,  and,  without  more  firing,  our 
men  advanced,  capturing  all  the  enemy  remain- 
ing. 

During  this  last  charge  my  horse  was  fatally 
shot  within  a  few  paces  of  the  line  where  the 
enemy  made  his  last  stand,  an  orderly  by  my 
side  was  killed,  and  Colonel  Richardson,  of  the 
Seventh  Wisconsin,  who  sprang  between  me 
and  the  enemy,  was  severely  wounded. 

I  sent  General  Bankhead,  after  the  last  of  the 
enemy  had  been  captured,  to  General  Sheridan 
to  report  the  result  and  receive  his  instructions. 
He  returned  with  the  reply  that  my  instructions 
had  been  sent  me.  At  seven  p.  m.  they  reached 
me,  and  were  as  follows : 

"  Major-General  Warren,  commanding  the 
Fifth  army  corps,  is  relieved  from  duty,  and 
will  report  at  once  for  orders  to  Lieuten- 
ant-General Grant,  commanding  armies  United 
States." 

I  at  once  asked  of  General  Sheridan  an  ex- 
planation of  this  order,  but  could  obtain  none. 
•  The  Fifth  corps,  in  this  battle,  captured  3,244 
men,  with  their  arms,  eleven  regimental  colors, 
and  one  four-gun  battery  with  its  caissons. 

It  lost,  in  killed  and  wounded,  634  men,  of 
which  300  were  in  General  Crawford's  division, 
205  in  General  Ayres'  division,  and  125  in  Gen- 
era/ Griffin's  division.   Among  tb.ese  wex&  wj- 
eral  distinguished  officers  of  nigh,  pioini&fe 


Their  names  will  be  duly  recorded  is  tbdtf  p^.r  • 
reports,     *  tr. 
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I  believe  there  never  was  a  previowMif 
of  my  military  life  when  the  operation  I  fai 
described  would  not  have  gained  me  feat 
of  my  superior.  I  have  seen  neufrafc 
principal  officers  of  my  command,  and  il  tk 
in  telling  me  that  they  regard  my  traMi 
unjust  General  Griffin  assured  me  he b" 
express  himself  at  suitable  opportunity  to  6» 
eral  Sheridan.  Of  the  many  eipremirf 
sympathy  I  have  received  from  members  of* 
corps,  the  following  letter,  sent  me  mm, 
but  published  here  by  penmBMOD,writtalj 
one  of  its  most  worthy  officers— Ooionel  1 1 
McCoy,  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Seventh  Fs> 
sylvania  Volunteers — is  given  as  a  type: 

"  I  had  expected  to  have  the  pleasured** 
ing  you  before  retiring  from  the  8ervice,peai 
ally  paying  my  respects,  and  bidding  yoaalni 
farewell ;  but  it  was  ordered  otherwise,  A«i 
glimpso  of  you,  as  we  passed  through  W» 
burg  on  our  march  North,  was  the  last  right" 
Fifth  corps  had  of  their  beloved  commute.  » 
can  most  truthfully  assure  you  of  your  gw^rt 
ularity  with  the  corps,  both  officers  mi 
and  I  can  assure  you  further,  that  it  v»  »  f* 
vailing  sentiment  that  it  was  a  welknefltatyt 
ularity.     I  speak  freely  and  frankly.  !• 
realize  how  gratifying  it  is  to  a  (xnotaM 
officer  to  know  that  he  has  the  love  andiemtf 
of  his  men. 

"  On  the  second  of  April,  when  it  wuVnn 
that  you  had  been  taken  from  us,  there  wum» 
gled  surprise,  regret,  and  gloom.  I  have  rend  wk 
re-read,  again  and  again,  General  Sherkb&i  n- 
port  of  the  battle  of  the  Five  Forks,  and  imay 
humble  judgment,  he  utterly  fails  in  justifying  toi 
conduct  in  your  removal.    Even  il  what  n  in- 
serted were  true,  (which  1  do  not  belierej  a 
view  of  your  past  valuable  services  to 
country,  and  more  especially  to  your  corps,  ni 
you  in  command,  having,  in  a  great  mauve, 
gained  by  its  splendid  conduct  that  afterooot, 
the  most  important  victory  of  the  campatgi; 
and  while  thanks  and  shouts  were  going  up  to 
Heaven  for  the  great  achievement,  to  ream 
from  Ins  honored  command  one  of  the  prinripl 
heroes  was  an  act  most  strange  and  no  Ism  » 
tounding.   This  is  merely  the  substance  of  what 
has  been  in  my  mind,  and  which  I  would  bm 
been  pleased  to  have  expressed  to  you  peno* 
ally,  could  I  have  met  you  at  any  proper  period 
since.   I  look  back  upon  this  battle  of  the  Fin 
Forks  with  great  interest,  it  being  the  turnnr 
point  of  the  great  movements  from  which  flowed 
so  many  favorable  and  glorious  results.  Then, 
I  have  a  more  personal  interest  in  it  from  tbft 
fact  of  my  regiment  conducting  itself  so  wdL 
that  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  the  thanks  of 
General  Baxter  on  the  field." 

It  is  a  source  of  much  regret  to  me  that  tb 
,  fcu&fo>\\\\eea tug  x^moval  has  prevented  my 
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^^^d  thereby  to  express  to  them  my- warm  wishes 
or  their  future,  aud  my  sympathy  with  them, 
^Iimtever  that  future  may  be. 

I  feel,  too,  that  many  to  whom  it  would  have 
»ccn  gratifying  to  carry  with  them  to  their 
Mxmes  my  testimony  of  their  services  have  been 
tagxrived  of  it  So  far  as  this  can  be  remedied, 
-  nail  be  glad  to  do  so  yet.  I  also  hope  that 
Mume  who  may  have  been  overlooked  in  the  dis- 
xibutioii  of  honors  will  write  to  me,  and  I  will 
amdeavor  to  promote  their  just  claims  as  far  as 
"**y  endorsement  can. 

Ka  U9  East  Sbvkntkextii  Street, 
Vxw  Yojuc  City,  December  10, 1865. 

Appendix. 

J  give  lierein  an  appendix  of  all  the  authorita- 
«ve  communications  yet  published  on  the  battle 
or  Five  Forks 

******  FKOM  GENERAL  WARREN  IX  REGARD  TO  HIS 
■ttKO   RELIEVED  BY  GENERAL  SHERIDAN. 

u  MmsOFPi  River,  Thursday,  May  11, 1865. 

*  To (he  Editors  of  tJie  New  York  Times : 

*  respectfully  request  the  publication  in  your 
of  this  communication  and  accompanying 

<?vL  relatil1^  t0  the  battl°  of  Five  Forka- 
w.    ,°  only  reason  I  have  heard  assigned  for 
*«Ueving  me  at  that  time  were  the  surmises  of 
^**paper  correspondents,  which  there  is  no 
^thority  for.    But  an  unfriendly  spirit  toward 
apparently  dictated  their  suppositions,  and 
J?fiy  hive  done  me  much  injustice.   I  was  re- 
eved only  after  the  battle  was  over,  and  while 
*t  the  head  of  my  troops,  and  when  not  oven  a 
Active  of  the  enemy  was  in  sight. 

*I  personally  sought  of  General  Sheridan  a 
reason  for  his  order ;  but  he  would  not,  or  could 
not,  give  one,  and  declined  to  do  so.  I  obeyed 
tbe  order  to  report  to  General  Grant  that  night, 
and  was  by  him  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
defences  at  City  Point  and  Bermuda  Hundred. 
After  the  evacuation  of  Richmond  and  Peters- 
burg I  was  given  the  command  of  the  troops  at 
the  latter  place  and  along  the  Southside  Railroad, 
belonging  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  When 
these  troops  were  relieved  by  troops  from  the 
Army  of  the  James,  I  was  left  in  Petersburg 
awaiting  orders.  I  then  addressed  a  letter  (copy 
sent  herewith),  dated  April  ninth,  to  General 
Bawling,  Chief  of  Staff,  soliciting  an  investiga- 
tion. On  the  twenty-second  April,  I  sent  an- 
other, requesting  permission  to  publish  the  first 
one,  for  the  reasons  set  forth  therein  (copy  sent 
herewith).  On  the  second  May,  I  telegraphed 
Colonel  Bowers,  Adjutant-General,  to  ascertain 
if  these  had  been  received,  and  he  answered, 
they  '  were  received,  the  latter  during  General 
Grant's  absence.  Ordors  have  been  sent  you 
(me)  to  report  here,  when  you  can  see  the  Gen- 
eral.' 

"  On  May  third,  I  received  by  telegraph  an 
extract  from  General  Orders  No.  78,  of  May  first, 
assigning  me  to  the  command  of  the  Department 
of  the  Mississippi   I  at  once  proceeded  to 


Washington,  and,  after  a  personal  interview 
with  General  Grant,  received,  on  the  sixth  of 
May,  an  answer  to  my  communications  of  the 
ninth  and  twenty-second  April,  authorizing  my 
publishing  them,  and  stating  the  reasons  for  not 
granting  nie  the  investigation  sought.  A  copy 
of  this  letter  is  herewith  sent. 

44  Having  thus  exhausted  my  means  of  getting 
at  the  cause  of  my  being  relieved  by  General 
Sheridan,  I  present  the  following  brief  account 
of  the  operations  on  the  first  of  April : 

*'  The  operations  of  the  enemy  on  the  thirty- 
first  of  March  made  it  necessary  for  me  to  send 
a  portion  of  my  corps  during  the  night  to  sup- 
port General  Sheridan's  cavalry,  which  had  been 
forced  back  to  near  Dinwiddie  Court  House.  One 
of  my  divisions  was  thus  compelled  to  march  all 
night,  after  having  fought  all  day,  and  the  rest 
of  the  corps  moved  toward  the  enemy  that  con- 
fronted the  cavalry  at  daybreak. 

44  Our  presence  on  the  flank  and  rear  of  the 
enemy  compelled  him  to  fall  back  rapidly  to  the 
vicinity  of  the  Five  Forks,  aud  General  Sheridan, 
on  advancing  with  the  cavalry,  found  him  slightly 
intrenched  there.  This  force  proved  to  be  a 
complete  division  of  the  enemy's  infantry,  and 
all  the  cavalry  of  Lee's  army. 

4*I  received  an  order  from  General  Meade, 
after  joining  General  Sheridan,  to  report  to  him 
for  duty,  which  I  did,  and  the  corps  was  halted 
by  his  direction  at  the  point  where  we  joined 
him,  about  eight  a.  m.  At  one  p.  m.  I  was  di- 
rected to  bring  up  the  corps  to  Gravelly  Run 
Church,  a  distance  of  about  two  and  three-fourths 
miles  from  where  they  had  been  halted,  and 
there  form  with  two  divisions  in  front  and  one 
in  reserve,  so  as  to  move  with  the  whole  corps, 
and  attack  and  turn  the  enemy's  left  flank  on  the 
White  Oak  Road. 

14  My  line  was  formed  accordingly.  Ayres  on 
the  left,  in  three  lines  of  battle;  Crawford  on 
the  right,  in  three  lines  of  battle ;  and  Griffin's 
division  in  reserve  in  masses.  This  occupied 
till  four  p.  m.  The  forward  movement  then  be- 
gan. General  Ayres'  division  became  first  en- 
gaged, wheeling  to  the  left,  from  facing  north 
to  facing  west,  as  it  advanced.  General  Craw- 
ford's division  also  wheeled  to  the  left  on  Gen- 
eral Ayres'  as  on  a  pivot,  but  owing  to  the  nature 
of  the"  ground  and  forests,  and  the  greater  dis- 
tance to  gain,  he  lost  his  connection  with  Gen- 
eral Ayres. 

44  Into  the  interval  thus  left  General  Griffin's  di- 
vision was  placed.  TheRC  two  divisions  steadily 
drove  in  the  enemy's  left  flank.  General  Craw- 
ford's division  moved  on  westward  till  it  gained 
the  road  leading  north  from  the  centre  of  the 
enemy's  position,  when  it  was  wheeled  to  the 
south,  and  attacked  the  troops  that  were  en- 
deavoring to  hold  this  road  as  an  outlet  for  es- 
cape. 

"All  the  divisions  now  closed  in  upon  the 
enemy,  capturing  the  artillery  that  was  attempt- 
ing to  move  north,  and  nearly  all  the  infantry, 
which  their  movemswte  Vv^^Jcvt^tvVsv4^  ^greasi- 
est confusion.  I  a\xcc*^viX^ 
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tions  of  my  divisions  from  left  to  right,  being 
with  General  Crawford  when  the  position  was 
taken. 

"  While  these  movements  above  described  were 
going  on,  the  cavalry  engaged  the  enemy  along 
his  whole  front,  which  was  facing  south.  The 
enemy  still  maintained  the  right  of  his  lino,  con- 
fronting the  cavalry,  after  we  had  swept  away 
his  left  and  centre ;  but  the  Fifth  corps  crowd- 
ing along  the  line  without  waiting  to  re-form, 
captured  all  who  remained,  as  it  swept  along. 

u  I  was  with  the  extreme  advance  in  the  last 
movement,  and  was  relieved  while  there  at 
seven  p.  m.,  the  battle  being  then  over,  and  not 
even  a  fugitive  enemy  in  sight 

u  The  following  are  copies  of  the  letters  here- 
in referred  to. 

"  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
"G.  K.  Warren, 

"  Major-Geocral  Volunteers." 

GENERAL  WARREN  TO  COL.  BOWER8. 

"  Petersburg,  April  22,  1866. 
"  To  Colonel  T  S.  Bowers,  A,  G.,  Headquarters 

Armies  of  United  States : 

u  Colonel  :  1  beg  leave  to  forward  a  copy  of 
communication  addressed  to  Headquarters  Ar- 
mies United  States,  on  the  ninth  instant,  with  the 
request  to  be  allowed  to  publish  the  same.  This 
wul  relieve  me  and  my  friends  from  an  unpleas- 
ant relation  to  the  public,  will  answer  many 
letters  daily  received,  and  will  prevent  my 
silence  being  an  injury  to  me.  I  can  then 
patiently  await  the  investigation  that  I  do  not 
aoubt  will  in  due  time  bo  accorded  to  me. 

"  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
"G.  K.  Warren, 

1  *  Major-General  Volunteers." 

REQUEST  FOR  AN  INVESTIGATION. 

"  Petersburg,  April  9,  1865. 

"  To  Brigadier-General  J.  A.  Rawlins,  Chief  of 
Staff,  Headquarters  Armies  of  United  States : 
"General:  The  order  of  General  Sheridan 
taking  from  me  the  command  of  my  corps  on  the 
evening  of  the  first  of  April,  after  the  victory 
was  won,  assigns  no  cause,  and  leaves  me  open 
to  the  inferences  now  finding  expression  in  the 
public  prints,  and  which  are  in  everyway  to  my 
prejudice. 

"  I  am  unconscious  of  having  done  anything 
improper  or  unbecoming  to  my  position,  or  the 
character  of  a  soldier,  or  neglected  any  order  or 
duty. 

"I  therefore  respectfully  request  a  full  inves- 
tigation of  the  matter  as  soon  as  the  exigencies 
of  the  service  will  admit 

"  I  make  this  application  now  while  awaiting 
orders,  which  I  deem  the  most  appropriate  time ; 
but  I  do  not  intend  nor  desire  to  press  the  mat- 
ter upon  the  consideration  of  the  Lieutenant- 
General  until  ho  can  give  it  his  attention  without 
interfering  with  more  important  duties.  The 
regard  already  shown  me,  in  immediately  assign- 
ing' to  me  another  command  on  tiie  sscoitfi 
instant,  gives  me  the  assurance  tfc&tliQ  VA\  noA. 


deem  it  an  intrusion  to  solicit  an  opj 
vindicate  the  honor  and  reputation  of  i 
soldier  of  the  Union,  who  waits  in  silence  _  fc  , 
an  unmerited  injury,  till  such  time  as  hk  a|>  " 
riof  shall  be  ready  to  give  him  a  bearing. 
"  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ama^ 
M  G.  K.  Wakks, 

<<M4or-Ge&enlT<*aiHP 

GENERAL  GRANT'S  REPLY. 

"  Headquarters  Asian  or  tjb  Usbd  Subl) 
"  Washwctox,  llij  %  m.  } 

"  To  Mojor-Generol  G.  K.  Warm: 

"  General  :  Your  note,  requesting  authority! 
publish  your  application  for  an  inveeugatwi 
the  grounds  upon  which  you  were  reheredta 
the  command  of  the  Fifth  army  corps,  or  to  km 
the  investigation,  is  received. 

"  It  is  impossible  at  this  time  to  give  the  a* 
and  witnesses  necessary  for  the  investigate 
but  I  see  nothing  in  your  application  objedia> 
able  to  have  published. 
"  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sercaal, 
"  U.  &  Gwlvt, 

The  following  report,  it  will  be  perceroi,  ' 
contradicts  no  statement  of  my  letter  of  Mwti. 
It  is  copied  from  the  Army  and  Navy  JounaV. 

REPORT  OE  MAJOR-GENERAL  SHERIDA3. 

"  Cavalry  Headquarters,  May  ll»  IH 

"  General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  k 
following  narrative  of  the  operations  of  myaav 
maud  during  the  recent  campaign  in  froni  & 
Petersburg  and  Richmond,  terminating  with  ii 
surrender  of  the  rebel  army  of  Northern  Vir- 
ginia, at  Appomattox  Court  House,  Virginia, 
on  April  9, 1865 : 

»  *  *  *  t 

"  During  the  night  of  the  thirty-first  of  Mani, 
my  headquarters  were  at  Dinwiddie  Coot 
House,  and  the  Lieutenant-General  notified  m 
that  the  Fifth  corps  would  report  to  me,  mi 
should  reach  me  about  midnight.  This  oorpi 
had  been  offered  me  on  the  thirtieth  instant;  tat 
very  much  desiring  the  Sixth  corps,  which  had 
been  with  me  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  I  asked 
for  it,  but  on  account  of  the  delay  which  would 
occur  in  moving  that  corps  from  its  position  a 
the  lines  in  front  of  Petersburg,  it  could  not  bt 
sent  to  me.  I  respectfully  submit  herewith  ay 
brief  accounts  of  the  operations  of  the  day,  tai 
response  to  which  was  the  ordering  of  the  Fiflk 
corps  to  my  support  and  my  command,  as  also 
the  dispatch  from  the  Lieutenant-General  noti- 
fying me  of  his  action.  I  understood  mat  tht 
Fifth  corps,  when  ordered  to  report  to  me,  ml 
in  position  near  ST  Dabney'a  house,  in  the  ande 
between  the  Boydton  Road  and  the  Five  Forb 
Road. 

"  Had  General  Warren  moved  according  to 
the  expectations  of  the  Iieuterjant-General,  there 
would  appear  to  have  been  but  little  chance  for 
Wifc  tt&c&b*  ctc&cks'*  Vn&ntry  in  front  of 
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_  the  Boydton  Plant-road  during  the  night, 
to  the  morning  moved  west  via  R.  Bois- 
m  house,  striking  the  Five  Forks  Road  about 
and  a  half  miles  north  of  Dinwiddie  Court 
General  Warren,  with  Griffin's  and 
vford's  divisions,  moved  down  the  road  bv 
op's  house,  coming  into  the  Five  Forks  Roa<], 
•  S.  Boiscaii's  house,  between  seven  and  eight 
>*dock  on  the  morning  of  the  firBt  of  April, 
^^eajitinie  I  moved  my  cavalry  force  at  day- 
against  the  enemy's  lines  in  front,  which 
way  rapidly,  moving  oft  by  the  right  flank 
crossing  Chamberlain's  ("reek.  This  hasty 
^^o^vemcnt  was  accelerated  by  the  discovery  that 
divisions  of  the  Fifth  army  corps  were  in 
rear  and  that  (»ne  division  was  moving 
^T^rd  their  left  and  rear. 

The  following  were  the  instructions  sent  to 
*eral  Warren : 

•*Cayalhy  IlEAixjrARTEra,  I>ixwii»niF.  Court  HorsE,  \ 
April  1,  1865,  3  a.  m  / 

Major-General  Warren,  commanding  Fifth 
-f^rmy  Corps : 

1  am  holding  in  front  of  Diuwiddie  Court 
Sj^toe,  on  the  road  leading  to  Five  Forks,  for 
3***^  quarters  of  a  mil*.*,  with  General  Custer's 
V«  ^0I1-    The  enemy  are  in  his  immediate  front, 
j^tig  so  as  to  cover  the  road  just  this  side  of  A. 
^^ams'  house,  which  leads  out  across  Chamber- 
lain's Bed  or  Run.    I  understand  you  have  a  di- 
vision at  J.  Boiseau's;  if  so,  you  arc  in  rear  of 
the  enemy's  line,  and  almost  on  his  Hanks.  I 
hold  on  here.   PoHsibly  they  may  attack 
Coster  at  daylight ;  if  so,  attack«instantly  and 
in  full  force/  Attack  at  daylight  any  how,  and 
Iwill  make  an  effort  to  get  the  road  this  side  of 
Adams'  house ;  and  if  I  do,  you  can  capture  the 
whole  of  thern.    Any  force  moving  down  the 
road  I  am  holding,  or  on  the  White  Dak  Road, 
will  be  in  the  enemy's  rear,  and  in  all  proba- 
bility, get  any  force  that  may  escape  you  by  a 
flank  attack.    Do  not  fear  my  leaving  here.  If 
the  enemy  remains,  I  shall  light  at  daylight. 

"  P.  II.  Sheridan, 

*•  Major-General." 

u  As  they  fell  back,  the  enemy  were  rapidly 
followed  by  General  Mcrritt's  two  division^ 
General  Devin  on  the  right  and  General  Custer  on 
the  left,  General  Crook  in  the  rear.  During  the 
remainder  of  the  day,  General  Crook's  division 
held  the  extreme  left  and  rear,  and  was  not  seri- 
ously engaged. 

**I  then  determined  that  I  would  drive  the 
enemy,  with  the  cavalry,  to  the  Five  Forks, 
press  them  inside  of  their  works,  and  make  a 
feint  to  turn  their  right  flank ;  and,  meanwhile, 
quietly  move  up  the  Fifth  corps,  with  a  view  to 
attacking  their  left  flank,  crush  the  whole  force, 
if  possible,  and  drive  westward  those  who  might 
escape,  thus  isolating  them  from  their  army  at 
Petersburg.  Happily,  this  conception  was  suc- 
cessfully executed.  About  this  time  General 
McKenzie's  division  of  cavalry,  from  the  Army 
of  the  James,  reported  to  me,  and  consisted  of 


I  about  one  thousand  effective  mcu.  I  directed 
General  Warren  to  hold  fast  at  J.  Boiseau's 
house,  refresh  his  men,  and  be  ready  to  move  to 
the  front  when  required ;  ami  General  McKen- 
zie  was  ordered  to  rest  in  front  of  Dinwiddio 
Court  House  until  further  orders. 

"  Meantime,  General  Merritt's  command  contin- 
ued to  press  the  enemy,  and,  by  impetuous 
charges,  drove  them  from  two  lines  of  tempo- 
rary works;  General  Custer  guiding  his  ad- 
vance on  the  widow  Gilliam's  house,  and  Gen- 
eral Devin  on  the  main  Five  Forks  Road.  The 
courage  displayed  by  the  cavalry  officers  and 
men  was  superb,  and  about  two  o'clock  the  en- 
emy was  behind  his  works  on  the  White  Oak 
Road,  and  his  skirmish  line  drawn  in.  I  then 
ordered  up  the  Fifth  corps  on  the  main  road, 
ami  sent  Brevet  Major  Gillespie,  of  the  Engi- 
neers, to  turn  the  head  ot  the  column  off  on  the 
Gravelly  Church  Road,  and  put  the  corps  in  po- 
sition on  this  road,  obliquely  t« »  and  at  a  point 
but  a  short  distance  from  the  White  Oak  Road, 
and  about  one  mile  from  the  Five  Forks.  Two 
divisions  of  the  corps  were  to  form  the  front 
line,  and  one  division  was.  to  be  held  in  re- 
serve, in  columns  of  regiments,  opposite  the 
centre. 

UI  then  directed  General  Merritt  to  demon- 
strate as  though  he  was  attempting  to  turn 
the  enemy's  right  Hank,  and  notified  that  the 
Fifth  corps  would  strike  the  enemy's  left 
flank,  and  ordered  that  the  cavalry  should 
assault  the  enemy's  works  as  soon  as  the  Fifth 
corps  became  engaged,  and  that  would  be  de- 
termined by  the  volleys  of  musketry.  I  then 
rode  over  to  where  the  Fifth  corps  was  going^ 
into  position,  and  found  them  coming  up  very* 
slowly.  T  was  exceedingly  anxious  to  attack  at 
oncc,*f<>r  the  sun  was  getting  low,  and  we- had 
to  fight  or  go  back.  It  was  no  place  to  in- 
trench, and  it  would  have  been  shameful  to  have 
gone  back  with  no  results  to  compensate  for  the 
loss  of  the  brave  men  who  had  fallen  during 
the  day.  In  this  connection,  I  will  say  that  Gen- 
eral Warren  did  not  exert  himself  to"  get  up  his 
corps  as  rapidly  as  he  might  have  done ;  and 
his  manner  gave  me  the  impression  that  ho 
wished  the  sun  to  go  down  before  dispositions 
for  the  attack  could  be  completed.  As  soon  as 
the  corps  was  in  position,  I  ordered  an  advance 
in  the  following  formation  :  Ayres*  division  on 
the  left,  in  double  lines ;  Crawford's  division  on 
right,  in  double  lines ;  and  Griffin's  division  in 
reserve,  behind  Crawford's  ;  and  the  White  Oak 
Road  was  reached  without  opposition. 

"  While  General  Warren  was  getting  into  po- 
sition, I  learned  that  the  left  of  the  Second  corps 
of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  on  my  right,  had 
been  swung  around  from  the  direction  of  its  line 
of  battle  until  it  fronted  on  the  Roydton  Road, 
and  parallel  to  it,  which  offered  an  opportunity 
to  the  enemy  to  march  down  the  White  Oak 
Road  and  attack  me  in  right  and  rear.  General 
McKenzie  was  therefore  sent  up  the  Camp  Road^ 
with  directions  to  Ik 
possible  ;  but  to  attach  -oA.  ^WYrozaxta  ^1  cokskj 
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found,  and,  if  successful,  then  march  down  the 
road  and  join  me.  General  McKenzie  executed 
this  with  courage  and  skill,  attacking  a  force  of 
the  enemy  on  the  White  Oak  Road,  and  driving 
it  toward  Petersburg.  He  then  countermarched, 
and  joined  me  on  the  White  Oak  Road  just  as 
the -Fifth  corps  advanced  to  the  attack,  and  I  di- 
rected him  to  swing  round  with  the  right  of  the 
infantry  and  gain  possession  of  the  Ford  Road 
at  the  crossing  of  Hatcher's  Run.  The  Fifth 
corps,  on  reaching  the  White  Oak  Road,  made  a 
left  wheel,  and  burst  on  the  enemy's  left  flank 
and  rear  like  a  tornado,  and  pushed  rapidly  on, 
orders  having  been  given  that,  if  the  enemy  was 
routed,  there  should  be  no  halt  to  re-form  broken 
lines.  As  stated  before,  the  firing  of  the  Fifth 
corps  was  the  signal  of  General  Mcrritt  to  as- 
sault, which  was  promptly  responded  to,  and 
the  works  of  the  enemy  were  soon  carried  at 
several  points  by  our  brave  cavalrymen.  The 
enemy  wore  driven  from  their  strong  line  of 
works  and  completely  routed,  the  Fifth  corps 
doubling  up  their  left  flank  in  confusion,  and 
the  cavalry  of  General  Merritt  dashing  on  to  the 
White  Oak  Road,  capturing  their  artillery  and 
turning  it  upon  them;  and  riding  into  their 
broken  ranks  so  demoralized  them  that  they 
made  no  serious  stand  after  their  line  was  car- 
ried, but  took  to  flight  in  disorder.  Between 
five  thousand  and  six  thousand  prisoners  fell 
into  our  hands,  and  the  fugitives  were  driven 
westward,  and  were  pursued  until  long  after 
dark  by  Merritt's  and  McKenzie's  cavalry  for  a 
distance  of  six  miles. 

*  During  this  attack  I  again  became  dissatisfied 
«with  General  Warren.  During  the  engagement 
portions  of  his  line  gave  way,  when  not  exposed 
to  a  heavy  fire,  and  simply  for  want  of  confidence 
on  the  part  of  the  troops,  which  General  Warren 
did  not  exert  himself  to  inspire.  I  therefore  re- 
lieved him  from  the  command  of  the  Fifth  corps, 
authority  for  this  action  having  been  sent  to  me 
before  the  battle,  unsolicited.  When  the  pur- 
suit was  given  up,  I  directed  General  Griffin, 
who  had  been  ordered  to  assume  command  of 
the  Fifth  corps,  to  collect  his  troops  at  once, 
march  two  divisions  back  to  Gravelly  Church, 
and  put  them  into  position  at  right  angles  to  the 
White  Oak  Road,  facing  toward  Petersburg, 
while  Bartlett's  division,  Griffin's  old,  covered 
the  Ford  Road  to  Hatcher's  Run.  General  Mer- 
ritt's  cavalry  went  into  camp  on  the  widow  Gil- 
liam's plantation,  and  General  McKenzie  took 
position  on  the  Ford  Road  at  the  crossing  of 
Hatcher's  Run.  I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of 
the  conduct  of  the  troops  in  this  battle,  and  of 
the  gallantry  of  their  commanding  officers,  who 
appeared  to  realize  that  the  success  of  the  cam- 
paign and  fate  of  Lee's  army  depended  upon  it. 
They  merit  the  thanks  of  the  country  and  reward 
of  the  government  To  Generals  Griffin,  Ayres, 
Bartlett,  and  Crawford,  of  the  Fifth  corps,  and 
to  Generals  Merritt,  Custer,  Devin,  and  McKenzie, 

of  the  cavalry,  great  credit  is  due ;  and  to         .  j —  wa»~"  . 

subordinate  commanders  they  wiYL  \mdo\iY>te$\y  \  uXou  *sbwia  ^sroxcnsA  A  *fe*>,  — 
award  the  praise  which  is  due  to  them  fox  wiftta  o^«rote>  Na^^<^«&^\*^* 


hearty  co-operation,  bravery,  and  abilitjtkfl 
were  everywhere  displayed. 

*       *       *      »       #      *  t 

"  I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully, 

"  Four  obedient  servant, 

"  P.  H.  Smmix,  ' 

"  Brevet  Maj.-Gen.  John  A.  Rawlixs, 

*  Chief  of  a*" 

"  CaVALHT  H&ADQCiBXIB,  1 

"  Diitwtddes  C  R,  March  fl,Bft| 

"  Lieutenant-  General  Grant,  commanding  ins 

United  States  : 

"  The  enemy's  cavalry  attacked  me  itaiti 
o'clock  to-day,  on  the  road  coming  in  fmk 
west,  and  a  little  north  of  DinwiddieC.E  K 
attack  was  very  handsomely  repulsed  by  Gtanl 
Smith's  brigade  of  Crook's  division,  and  k 
enemy  was  driven  across  Chamberlain'i  CwL 
Shortly  afterward,  the  enemy's  infaiitryatoW 
on  the  same  creek  in  heavy  force,  and  droni 
General  Davies'  brigade,  and,  advanrircnpfe 
gained  the  forks  of  the  road-  at  J.  Bonn 
This  forced  Devin,  who  was  in  advance,  si 
Davies,  to  cross  to  the  Boydton  Road.  Goal 
Gregg's  brigade  and  General  Gibbs',  wboW 
been  toward  Dinwiddie,  then  attacked  theeanj 
in  the  rear  very  handsomely.  This  stopredtii 
march  toward  the  left  of  our  infantry,  and  faalj 
caused  them  to  turn  toward  Dinwiddie  and atad 
us  in  heavy  force.  The  enemy  then  again  *• 
tacked  at  Chamberlain's  Creek,  and  forcedSni&i 
position.  At  this  time  Capehart's  and  Peuflg- 
ton's  brigades,  of  Custer's  division  came  ufcai 
a  very  handsome  fight  occurred. 

"The  enemy  have  gained  some  ground, 
we  still  hold  in  front  of  Dinwiddie  CIL,ai 
Davies  and  Devin  are  coming  down  the  Bojdta 
Road  to  join  us. 

"  The  opposing  force  was.  Pickett's  ditisa, 
Wise's  Independent  Brigade  of  Infantry,  «i 
Fitzhugh  Lee's,  Rosser's,  and  W.  H.  Lee'i  «* 
airy  commands. 

"  The  men  behaved  splendidly.  Our  toe  k 
killed  and  wounded  will  probably  number  far 
hundred  and  fifty  men ;  very  few  were  lost  ft 
prisoners. 

"  We  have  of  the  enemy  a  number  of  prifoofli 
This  force  is  too  strong  for  us.  I  will  holiort 
to  Dinwiddie  C.  H.  until  I  am  compelled  to 
leave. 

"  Our  fighting  to-day  was  all  dismounted 
"  P.  EL  Shkudax, 

"Dahskt  Mum,  March  81,  186ft— 1(U» r.a 

"  Major-General  Sheridan  : 

"The  Fifth  corps  has  been  ordered' to  jcv 
support  Two  divisions  will  go  by  J.  Boiseu^ 
and  one  down  the  Boydton  Road!  In  addttka 
to  this,  I  have  sent  McKenzie's  cavalry,  whks 
will  reach  you  by  the  Vaughan  Road. 

"  All  these  forces,  except  the  cavalry,  should 
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of  your  ability,  to  destroy  the  force  which 
command  has  fought  so  gallantly  to-day. 

"U.  8.  Grant, 

"Lieutenant-General. " 


Doc.  41. 

TOE  BATTLE  OF  CHICKAMAUGA. 

MESSAGE  OF  T1IE  PRESIDENT. 

Riciuioxp,  Va.,  May  19.  1864. 

the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 
I  Herewith  transmit,  for  your  information,  a 
^oyMpunication  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  cov- 
S^1^    copy  of  the  reports  of  General  Bragg  and 
subordinate  commanders,  of  the  battle  of 
^•^ickaniauga. 

Jeffersox  Davis. 

Oqbobdbilatk  Sloes  or  America,  War  Petartscext,  ) 
^»  Richmond,  Va.,  May  19,  1864.  J 

Excellency  the  President : 
I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith, 
^       'the  information  of  Congress,  copies  of  the 
**5rta  of  General  Bragg  and  his  subordinate 
^manders,  of  the  battle  of  Chiekamauga. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War. 

REPORT  OF  GENERAL  BRAGG 
Warm  Spring?,  Georgia,  IVcciiiber  28,  1863. 

General  8.  Cooper,  Aajutant  General  C.  S.  A., 
Richmond,  Va: 

Sib  :  Most  of  the  subordinate  reports  of  the 
**J>erations  of  our  troops  at  the  battle  of  Chick- 
^taauga,  having  been  received,  are  herewith 
forwarded  ;  and  for  the  better  understanding  of 
tJie  movements  preceding  and  following  that 
Important  event,  the  following  narrative  is  buIv- 
luitted  : 

On  the  twentieth  of  August  it  was  ascertained 
certainly  that  the  Federal  army  from  Middle 
Tennessee,   under   General   Rosecrans,  had 
crossed  the  mountains  to  Stevenson  and  Bridge- 
port. His  force  of  effective  infantry  and  artillery 
amounted  to  fully  seventy  thousand,  divided 
into  four  corps.    About  the  samo  time,  General 
Burnside  advanced  from  Kentucky  towards 
Knoxville,  East  Tennessee,  with  a  force  estimated 
by  the  General  commanding  that  Department  at 
over  twenty-five  thousand.   In  view  of  the  great 
superiority  of  numbers  brought  against  him, 
General  Buckner  concluded  to  evacuate  Knox- 
ville, and,  with  a  force  of  about  five  thousand 
infantry  and  artillery,  and  his  cavalry,  took  posi- 
tion in  the  vicinity  of  Loudon.    Two  brigades  of 
his  command,  Frazicr's,  at  Cumberland  Gap,  and 
Jackson's,  in  Northeast  Tennessee,  were  thus 
severed  from  us.   The  enemy  having  already 
obtained  a  lodgment  in  East  Tennessee  by  an- 
other route,  the  continued  occupation  of  Cum- 
berland Gap  became  very  hazardous  to  the 
garrison,  and  comparatively  unimportant  to  us. 
Its  evacuation  was  accordingly  ordered,  but  on 
the  appeal  of  its  commander,  stating  hia  re- 
sources and  ability  for  defence,  favorably  en- 


dorsed by  Major-General  Buckner,  the  orders 
were  suspended  on  the  thirty-first  of  August 
The  main  body  of  our  army  was  encamped  near 
Chattanooga,  whilst  the  cavalry  force,  much  re- 
duced and  enfeebled  by  long  service  on  short 
rations,  was  recruiting  in  the  vicinity  of  Borne, 
Georgia.  Immediately  after  crossing  the  moun- 
tains to  the  Tennessee,  the  enemy  threw  a  corps 
by  way  of  Sequatchie  Valley  to  strike  the  rear  of 
General  Buckner's  command,  whilst  Burnside 
occupied  him  in  front.  One  division  already 
ordered  to  his  assistance  proving  insufficient  to 
meet  the  force  concentrating  on  him,  Buckner 
was  directed  to  withdraw  to  the  Hiawassee  with 
his  infantry,  artillery  ami  supplies,  and  to  hold 
his  cavalry  in  front  to  check  the  enemy's  ad- 
vance. As  soon  as  this  change  was  made,  the 
corps  threatening  his  roar  was  withdrawn,  and 
the  enemy  commenced  a  movement  in  force 
against  our  left  and  rear.  On  the  last  of  August 
it  became  known  that  he  had  crossed  his  main 
force  over  the  Tennessee  River,  at  and  near 
Carpenter's  Ferry,  the  most  accessible  point 
from  Stevenson.  By  a  direct  route  he  was  now 
as  near  onr  main  depot  of  supplies  as  we  were, 
and  our  whole  line  of  communication  was  ex- 
posed, whilst  his  was  partially  secured  by  moun- 
tains and  the  river.  By  the  timely  arrival  of 
two  small  divisions  from  Mississippi  our  effective 
force,  exclusive  of  cavalry,  was  now  a  little  over 
thirty-five  thousand,  with  which  it  was  deter- 
mined to  strike  on  the  first  favorable  opportuiuty. 
Closely  watched  by  our  cavalry,  which  had  been 
brought  forward,  it  was  soon  ascertained  that  the 
enemy's  general  movement  was  towards  our  left 
and  rear,  in  the  direction  of  Dalton  and  Rome,, 
keeping  Lookout  Mountain  between  us.  The 
nature  of  the  country  and  the  want  of  supplies 
in  it,  with  the  presence  of  Buniside's  force  on 
our  right,  rendered  a  movement  on  the  enemy's 
rear  with  our  inferior  force  extremely  hazard- 
ous, if  not  impracticable.  It  was.  therefore, 
determined  to  meet  him  in  front  whenever  he 
should  emerge  from  the  mountain  gorges.  To  do 
this  and  hold  Chattanooga  was  impossible,  with- 
out such  a  division  of  our  small  force  as  to 
endanger  both  parts.  Accordingly  our  troops 
were  put  in  position  on  the  seventh  and  eighth 
of  September,  and  took  position  from  Lee  and 
Gordon's  Mill  to  Lafayette,  on  the  road  leading 
south  from  Chattanooga  and  fronting '  the  east 
slope  of  Lookout  Mountain.  The  forces  on  the 
Hiawassee  and  at  Chiekamauga  Station  took  the 
route  by  Ringgold.  A  small  cavalry  force  was 
left  in  observation  at  Chattanooga,  and  a  brigade 
of  infantry,  strongly  supported  by  cavalry,  was 
left  at  Ringgold  to'hold  the  railroad  and  protect 
it  from  raids. 

As  soon  as  our  movement  was  known  to  the 
enemy,  his  corps  nearest  Chattanooga,  and  which 
had  been  threatening  Buckner's  rear,  was  thrown 
into  that  place,  and  shortly  thereafter  com- 
menced to  move  on  our  rear  by  the  two  roads 
to  Lafayette  and  Riu^old.  Two  ottat  <&t^& 
were  now  inWiWa  VaYvsy,  ox^  raueV)  or^^5** 
the  head  of  McLemottfa  £ove,  ^  \*5X«3  ton&R& 
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by  Lookout  Mountain  and  a  spur  of  the  main 
ridge  called  Pigeon  Mountain,  and  the  other  at 
or  near  Colonel  Winston's,  opposite  Alpine. 

During  the  ninth,  it  was  ascertained  that  a 
column,  estimated  at  from  four  thousand  to  eight 
thousand,  had  crossed  Lookout  Muuntain  into 
the  cove,  by  way  of  Stevens'  and  Cooper's  Gaps. 
Thrown  off  his  guard  by  our  rapid  movement — 
apparently  in  retreat,  when,  in  reality,  we  had 
concentrated  opposite  his  centre — and  deceived 
by  the  information  from  deserters  and  others 
sent  into  his  lines,  the  enemy  pressed  on  his 
columns  to  intercept  us,  and  thus  exposed  him- 
self in  detail. 

Major-General  Hindman  received  verbal  in- 
structions on  the  ninth  to  prepare  his  division  to 
move  against  this  force,  and  was  informed  that 
another  division  from  Lieutenant-General  Hills 
command,  at  Lafayette,  would  join  him.  That 
evening  the  following  written  orders  were  issued 
to  Generals  Hindman  and  Hill : 

Headquarters  Army  Tkxxesskk,  1 
Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill,  11*  p.  jl,  Sept  9, 1863.  J 

Major- General  Hindman,  commanding  Divis- 
ion : 

Ghnkral  :  You  will  move  with  your  division 
immediately  to  Davis'  Cross-roads,  on  the  road 
from  Lafayette  to  Stevens'  Gap.  At  this  point 
you  will  put  yourself  in  communication  with  the 
column  of  General  Hill,  ordered  to  move  to  the 
same  point,  and  take  command  of  the  forces,  or 
report  to  the  officer  commanding  Hill's  column, 
according  to  rank.  If  in  command,  you  will 
move  upon  the  enemy,  reported  to  be  four  thous- 
and or  five  thousand  strong,  encamped  at  the 
foot  of  Lookout  Mountain,  at  Stevens'  Gap. 
Another  column  of  the  enemy  is  reported  to  bo 
at  Cooper's  Gap — number  not  known. 
I  am,  General,  &c, 

Kinlocti  Falconer, 

Assistant- Adjutant-General 

Headquarters  Army  Temxesbek,  ) 
Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill,  11#  r.  m.,  Sopt.  9, 1863.  J 

Lieutenant- General  Hill,  commanding  Carps  : 

General  :  I  enclose  orders  given  to  General 
Hindman.  General  Bragg  directs  that  you  send 
or  take,  as  your  judgment  dictates,  Cleburne's 
division  to  unite  with  General  Hindman,  at 
Davis'  Cross-roads  to-morrow  morning.  Hind- 
man starts  at  twelve  o'clock  to-night,  and  he  has 
thirteen  miles  to  make.  The  commander  of  the 
column,  thus  united,  will  move  upon  the  enemy 
encamped  at  the  foot  of  Stevens'  Gap,  said  to  be 
four  thousand  or  five  thousand.  If  unforeseen 
circumstances  should  prevent  your  movement, 
notify  Hindman.  A  cavalry  force  should  accom- 
pany your  column.  Hindman  has  none.  Open 
communication  with  Hindman  with  your  cavalry 
in  advance  of  the  junction.  Ho  marches  on  the 
road  from  Dr.  Anderson's  to  Davis'  Cross-roads. 
I  am  General,  &c, 

Kinloch  Falconer,  j 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

On  tho  receipt  of  bis  order,  during  foe  m^vt, 
General  Hill  replied  that  the  movement  icqvuxod 


jl .'-I  :r- 


a-.i., 


by  him  was  impracticable,  as  General  Ckbt»  J 
was  sick,  aud  both  the  gaps,  Dug  and  b&A  J 
had  been  blocked  by  felling  timber,  whkkiij  ] 
require  twenty-four  hours  for  its  renwviL 

Not  to  lose  this  favorable  opportnnitv-L 
man,  by  a  prompt  movement,  being  aWi  I 
position — the  following  orders  were  ismi  I 
eight  a.  m.,  on  the  10th,  for  Major-GenenlM.  I 
ner  to  move  with  his  two  divisions  and  nj4 1 
to  Hindman : 

« 

Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill,  8  a.  x..SepC  M,»| 
Major-General  Buckner,  Anderson' t : 

General  :  I  enclose  orders  issued  last  dUM  I 
Generals  Hill  and  Hindman.  General  Hull 
found  it  impossible  to  carry  out  theputwpi 
to  Cleburne's  division.   The  General  <xmd  |  »y 
ing  desires  that  you  will  execute,  withott  4%  It; •  l 
the  order  issued  to  General  HilL  ToaoM  Ir:^:  >2 
to  Davis'  Cross-roads  by  the  direct  r«d,fci 
your  present  position  at  Andersons,  aloogftt  liir-.  : 
General  Hindman  has  passed.  I*  -  ■  ■  i. 

I  am,  General,  &c,  |v  ^ 

George  W.  Bun,     I  u j 

Assistant  A4)uta>«Mft 

And  both  Hindman  and  Hill  were  v/Ai 
Hindman  had  halted  his  division  at  Monrt 
some  three  or  four  miles  from  Davis'  u* 
roads,  in  tho  cove,  and  at  this  point  Itafat 
joined  him,  during  the  afternoon  of  the  is4  ■  . 
Reports  fully  confirming  previous  nrfonnri»*  I  ^  ' 
regard  to  tlio  position  of  the  enemy's  fa* 
were  received  during  the  tenth,  and  it  bw* 
certain  that  he  was  moving  his  three  cotafflU 
form  a  jimction  upon  us,  at  or  nearbiqtit 
The  corps  near  Colonel  Winston's,  moved  (ft 
mountain  towards  Alpine,  a  point  twenty  sk 
south  of  us.  The  one  opposite  the  cove  contimd 
its  movement,  and  threw  forward  its  adrowto 
Davis'  Cross-roads,  and  Crittenden  moved  fro 
Chattanooga,  on  the  roads  to  Ringgold  and  1* 
and  Gordon's  Mills.   To  strike  these  isobtoi 
commands  in  succession  was  our  obvious pofie»- 
To  secure  more  prompt  and  decided  actions 
the  movement  ordered  against  the  enemy's  cen- 
tre, my  head-quarters  were  removed  toU&J- 
ette,  where  I  arrived  about  half-past  eleven,?!, 
on  the  tenth,  and  Lieutenant-General  Polk  w 
ordered  forward  with  his  remaining  divisio&to 
Anderson's,  so  as  to  cover  Hind  man's  rear  dung 
the  operations  in  tho  cove.    At  Lafayette.  I  act 
Major  Nocquet,  engineer  officer  on  General 
Buckner's  staff,  sent  by  General  Hindman.  ttfa 
a  junction  of  their  commands,  to  confer  withne, 
and  suggest  a  change  in  the  plan  of  operatic* 
After  hearing  the  reports  of  this  officer,  aud  ob- 
taining from  the  active  aud  energetic  cavalry 
commander  in  front  of  our  position,  Brigadier- 
General  Martin,  the  latest  information  of  the 
enemy's  movements  and  position,  I  verballv  di- 
rected tho  Major  to  return  to  General  Huiimn 
and  say  that  my  plans  could  not  be  changed,  «nd 
that  he  would  carry  out  Ida  orders.   At  the  wn* 
WiRfc       t^orc\Yi%  -wrftteb.  <rctac%irere  sent  to 
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HKADQUABTKBS  ABXT  TeXXBSU,  \ 

rat,  Ga.,  IS  p.  m.,  September  10, 1883.  J 
Hind/man,  commanding,  etc. : 
eadquarters  are 'here,  and  the  fol- 
iformation : 

corps  is  advancing  on  us  from 
A  large  force  from  the  south  has 
ithin  seven  miles  of  this  point 
Anderson's  to  cover  your  rear, 
orders  you  to  attack  and  force 
»ugh  the  enemy  to  this  point  at 
lr  you  can  see  him  in  the  morn- 
will  attack  in  front  the  moment 
heard. 

am,  General,  etc.,  * 
George  W.  Brent, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

also  given  for  Walker's  reserve 
y  promptly  and  join  Cleburne's 
;  Gap,  to  unite  in  the  attack.  At 
Cleburne  was  directed  to  remove 
i  in  the  road  in  his  front,  which 

done,  and  by  daylight  he  was 
>.  The  obstructions  in  Catlett's 
ordered  to  be  removed,  to  clear 
lindman's  rear.  Breckinridge's 

corps,  was  kept  in  position  south 

check  any  movement  the  enemy 
>m  that  direction. 

I  proceeded  to  join  Cleburne  at 
found  him  waiting  the  opening  of 
is  to  move  on  the  enemy's  flank 
st  of  the  day  was  spent  in  this 
ag  in  great  anxiety  for  the  attack 

column.  Several  couriers  and 
>rs  were  dispatched  at  different 
dm  to  move  with  promptness  and 

the  middle  of  the  afternoon,  the 
heard,  when  the  advance  of  Cle- 
n  discovered  the  enemy  had  taken 
our  delay  and  retreated  to  the 
es.  The  enemy  now  discovered 
commenced  to  repair  it  by  with- 
>rps  from  the  direction  of  Alpine, 
the  one  near  McLemore's  Cove, 
ras  gradually  extended  towards 
>n'8  Mills.   Our  movement  having 

its  justly  anticipated  results,  it 
d  to  turn  upon  the  Third  corps  of 
proaching  us  from  the  direction 
k.  The  forces  were  accordingly 
Lafayette,  and  Polk's  and  Walker's 
>ved  immediately  in  the  direction 
ordon/s  Mills.  The  one  corps  of 
this  direction  was  known  to  be 

division  having  been  sent  to 
on  learning  the  dispositions  of  the 
our  cavalry  commander  in  that 
he  afternoon  of  the  twelfth.  Lieu- 
.  Polk,  commanding  the  advance 
•ected  in  the  following  note : 

Hkadqujuotxs  Abut  Tbmbb,  \ 
Lafayette,  Oa.,  6 p.  v., September  13.  J 

neralPoBc: 

enclose  yon  a  dispatch  from  Gen- 
Thia  presents  you  a  Sne  oppor- 
:  24 


tunity  of  striking  Crittenden  in  detail,  and  I  hope 
you  will  avail  yourself  of  it  at  daylight  to-mor- 
row. This  division  crushed,  and  the  others  are 
yours.  We  can  then  torn  on  the  force  in  the 
cove.  Wheeler's  cavalry  will  move  on  Wilder 
so  as  to  cover  your  right  I  shall  be  delighted 
to  hear  of  your  success. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Braxton  Bragg. 

To  attack  at  daylight  on  the  thirteenth.  Unon 
further  information  the  order  was  renewed  in 
two  notes,  at  later  hours  of  the  same,  day,  as 
follows : 


Hbjldqcakixm  Akmt  Tmn.  \ 

Lapaykte,  Ga.,  6  p.  M.,  September  12, 1863.  j 

Lieutenant-General  Polk,  commanding  Corps : 

General:  I  enclose  you  a  dispatch  marked 
"  A,"  and  I  now  rive  you  the  orders  of  the  com- 
manding General,  viz. :  to  attack  at  day-dawn 
to-morrow  the  infantry  column  reported  in  said 
dispatch  at  three-quarters  of  a  mile  beyond 
Peavine  Church  on  the  road  to  Graysville  from 
Lafayette. 

I  am,  Genera],  etc., 

George  W.  Brent, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

HlADQUlBHRR  ARMY  TfOCmBSKE,  \ 

Lafatbto,  Ga.  ,  September  12,  1898.  j 

LieutenanUOeneral  Polk,  commanding  Corps : 

General  :  The  enemy  is  approaching  from  the 
south,  and  it  is  highly  important  that  your 
attack  in  the  morning  should  be  quick  and  de- 
cided.  Let  no  time  be  lost 

I  am,  General,  etc., 

George  W.  Brent, 

Assistant  Adjntant-General. 

At  eleven  p.  m.,  a  dispatch  was  received  from 
the  General,  stating  that  he  had  taken  a  strong 
position  for  defence,  and  requesting  that  he 
should  bo  heavily  reinforced. .  He  was  promptly 
ordered  not  to  defer  his  attack,  his  force  being, 
already  numerically  superior  to  the  enemy,  ana1 
was  reminded  that  his  success  depended  upon* 
the  promptness  and  rapidity  of  his  movements. 
He  was  further  informed  that  Buckner's  corps 
would  be  moved  within  supporting  distance  the 
next  morning. 

Early  on  the  thirteenth  I  proceeded  to  the 
front,  ahead  of  Buckner's  command,  to  find  that 
no  advance  had  been  made  on  the  enemy,  and 
that  his  forces  had  formed  a  junction  and  re- 
crossed  the  Chickamauga.  Again  disappointed, 
immediate  measures  were  taken  to  place  our 
trains  and  limited  supplies  in  safe  positions, 
when  all  our  forces  were  concentrated  along 
the  Chickamauga,  threatening  the  enemy  in  front 
Major-General  Wheeler,  with  two  divisions  of 
cavalry,  occupied  the  positions  on  the  extreme 
left,  vacated  by  Hill's  corps,  and  was  directed  to 

Eress  the  enemy  in  McLemore's  Cove,  to  divert 
is  attention  from  our  real  movement  Briga- 
dier-General Forrest,  with  his  own.  and  Peqgram?* 
division  of  cavalry,  coveitQ&       TDswomsroX  ^ 
our  front  and  right.  Bn^^^xAW^^s^^^ 
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Johnson,  whose  brigade  had  been  at  Ringgold 
holding  the  railroad,  was  moved  towards  Reed's 
Bridge,  which  brought  him  on  the  extreme 
right  of  the  line.  Walker's  corps  formed  on 
his  left,  opposite  Alexander's  Bridge.  Buckner's 
next,  near  Ledford's  Ford.  Polk's  opposite  Lee 
and  Gordon's  Mills,  and  Hill's  on  the  extreme 
left  With  Johnson  moved  two  brigades,  just 
arrived  from  Mississippi,  and  three  of  Long- 
street's  corps,  all  without  artillery  and  transpor- 
tation. 

The  following  orders  were  issued  on  the  night 
of  the  seventeenth  for  the  forces  to  cross  the 
Chickamauga,  commencing  the  movement  at  six 
o'clock  a.  m.  on  the  eighteenth,  by  the  extreme 
right,  at  Reed's  Bridge. 


HKADQUAKTKK8  ARXT  TETXESgJUS, 
15  THH  FffiLD,  LEKT'S  TaX-TARD, 

September  18, 1863. 
CIROULAB. 


I.  Johnson's  column  (Hood's),  on  crossing  at 
or  near  Reed's  Bridge,  will  turn  to  the  left  by 
the  most  practicable  route,  and  sweep  up  the 
Chickamauga  towards  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mills. 

H.  Walker,  crossing  at  Alexander's  Bridge, 
will  unite  in  this  move,  and  push  vigorously  on 
the  enemy's  flank  and  rear  in  the  same  direc- 
tion. 

HI.  Buckner,  crossing  at  Ledford's  Ford,  will 
join  in  the  movement  to  the  left  and  press  the 
enemy  up  the  stream  from  Polk's  front  at  Lee 
and  Gordon's  Mills. 

IV.  Polk  will  press  his  forces  to  the  front  of 
Lee  and  Gordon's  Mills,  and  if  met  by  too  much 
resistance  to  cross  will  bear  to  the  right  and 
cross  at  Dalton's  Ford,  or  at  Ledford's,  as  may 
be  necessary,  and  join  the  attack  wherever  the 
enemy  may  be. 

V.  Hill  will  cover  our  left  flank  from  an  ad- 
vance of  the  enemy  from  the  cove,  and,  by  press- 
ing the  cavalry  in  his  front,  ascertain  if  the  enemy 
is  reinforcing  at  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mills,  in  which 
event  he  will  attack  them  in  flank. 

•  VI.  Wheeler's  cavalry  will  hold  the  gap  in 
Pigeon  Mountain,  and  cover  our  rear  and  left 
and  brine  up  the  stragglers. 

VH.  All  teams,  etc.,  not  with  troops,  should 
go  towards  Ringgold  and  Dalton,  Georgia,  be- 
yond Taylor's  Ridge.  All  cooking  should  be 
done  at  the  trains ;  rations,  when  cooked,  will 
be  forwarded  to  the  troops. 

Vlll.  The  above  movements  will  be  executed 
with  tho  utmost  promptness  and  persistence. 
By  command  of  General  Bragg. 

George  W.  Brent, 
Assistant  A^utant-GoooraL 

The  resistance  offered  by  the  enemy's  cavalry 
and  the  difficulties  arising  from  tho  bad  and  nar- 
row country  roads,  caused  unexpected  delays  in 
the  execution  of  those  movements.  Though  the 
commander  of  the  right  column  was  several 
times  urged  to  press  forward,  his  crossing  was 
not  effected  until  late  in  tho  aitemoon.  M  Wi\a 
time,  Jtfsjor-General  Hood,  of  LongatxeeVa  corp*, 


arrived  and  assumed  command  of  the  oam 
Brigadier-General  Johnston  resuming  ton 
vised  division  of  three  brigades.  AJooan 
Bridge  was  hotly  contested  and  fafifrtah 
up  by  the  enemy,  just  as  Genenl  ffabs 
cured  possession.  He  moved  down  itta, 
however,  a  short  distance,  and  crowd,  at 
rected,  at  Byron's  Ford,  and  thus  Beoarcdtjat 
tion  with  Hood  after  night 

The  movement  was  resumed  atfafrkts 
the  nineteenth,  and  Buckners  corpa,witD  W 
ham's  division,  of  Polk's,  had  crossed  tad  find,   ^  * 
when  a  brisk  engagement  commenced  r&m 
cavalry  under  Forrest  on  the  extra*  rtyt 
About  nme  o'clock,  a  brigade  from  Walker  w 
ordered  to  Forrest's  support,  and  ooa  it 
Walker  was  ordered  to  attack  with  hkiiik 
force.   Our  line  was  now  formed  with  Becisri 
left  resting  on  the  Chickamauga,  about  «i 
below  Lee  and  Gordon's  Milk.  OnhuKkUiii 
Hood  with  his  own  and  Johnslon5!  ami*, 
with  Walker  on  the  extreme  right,  CfcsAsa 
division  being  in  reserve,  the  general  dsri* 
being  a  little  east  of  north.  The  attack  ori") 
by  our  right  was  made  by  General 
his  usual  gallant  style,  and  soon  dereW* 
largely  superior  force  opposed.  He  dro***£ 
handsomely,  however,  and  captured  aeveP*  ^ 
teries  of  artillery  in  most  gallant  charges-  ^ 
fore  Cheatham's  division,  ordered  tohUrtfT^ 
could  reach  him  he  had  been  pressed  had 
first  position  by  the  extended  lines  of  theeJ^^ft 
assailing  him  on  both  flanks.  The  two  coobs^^sS 


united  were  soon  enabled  to  force  the  i 
back  again,  and  recover  our  advantage,  t 
we  were  yet  greatly  outnumbered. 
ments  on  our  right  were  in  a  direction  tolar*^^ 
an  opening  in  our  line  between  Cheathanst^^i 
Hood.   Stewart's  division,  forming  Bockwiv  ^ 
second  line,  was  thrown  to  the  right  to  fill  4a^^ 
and  it  soon  became  hotly  engaged,  as  did  Hood1!  , 
whole  front.   The  enemy,  whose  left  wtsatLn 
and  Gordon's  Mills  when  our  movement  cos- 
menced,  had  rapidly  transferred  forces  frost* 
extreme  right,  changing  his  entire  line,  and 
seemed  disposed  to  dispute,  with  all  his  abffitr, 
our  effort  to  gain  the  main  road  to  Chattanooga 
in  his  rear.   Lioutenant-Gencral  Polk  vaa  or- 
dered to  move  his  remaining  division  scroti »( 
the  nearest  ford,  and  to  assume  the  command  it 

Serson  on  oui  right   Hill's  corps  was  alio  or- 
ered  to  cross  below  Lee  and  Gordon's  M31i 
and  join  the  line  on  the  right 

Whilst  these  movements  were  being  made  on 
right  and  centre  were  heavily  and  almost  e» 
stautly  engaged.  Stewart,  by  a  vigorous  insult, 
broke  the  enemy's  centre,  and  penetrated 
into  his  lines,  but  was  obliged  to  retire  for  want 
of  sufficient  force  to  meet  the  heavy  enfilade 
fire  which  he  encountered  from  the  right  Hood, 
later  engaged,  advanced  from  the  first  lire,  and 
continued  to  drive  the  force  in  his  front  mini 
night  Cleburne's  division,  of  Hill's  corps,  which 
first  reached  the  right,  was  ordered  to  attack 
\H^«&aAi&3  ,  \Ti  ro&xKM&nt  with  the  force  al- 
xea&y  eugugpAu  Tea*  ^<tacasx  ommaMk 


v 


DOCUMENTS. 


871 


Jgp  gallant  chief,  moved  to  its  work  after  sunset, 
#jfr*wlP>  enemy  completely  by  surprise,  driv- 
-  r  htm  in  great  disorder  for  nearly  a  mile,  and 
lictiiig  a  very  heavv  loss.  Night  found  us 
sters  of  the  ground,  after  a  series  of  very 
obstinate  contests  with  largely  superior  num- 
bers. 

From  captured  prisoners  and  others  we 
learned  with  certainty  that  we  had  encountered 
the  enemy's  whole  force,  which  had  been  mov- 
ing?, clay  and  night  since  they  first  ascertained  the 
direction  of  our  march.   Orders  had  been  given 
for  the  rapid  march  to  the  field  of  all  reinforce- 
ments arriving  by  railroad,  and  three  additional 
brigades  from  this  source  joined  us  early  next 
morning.    The  remaining  forces  on  our  extreme 
left*  east  of  the  Chickamauga,  had  been  ordered 
up  early  in  the  afternoon,  but  reached  the  fiVld 
too  late  to  participate  in  the  engagement  of  that 
fl»T.     Thev  were  ordered  into  line  on  their  arri- 
**aL  and  disposed  for  a  renewal  of  the  action 
**Ay  tlic  next  morning.   Information  was  re- 
vived from  Lieu  tenant-General  Longatreet  of 
*tti  arrival  at  Ringgold  and  departure  for  the 
«dd-    Five  small  brigades  of  his  corps,  about 
Irro  thousand  effective  infantry  (no  artihVry), 
*8sehed  us  in  time  to  participate  in  the  notion, 
three  of  them  on  tho  nineteenth,  aud  two  more 
on  the  t  wentieth. 

Upon  the  close  of  the  engagement  on  the 
evening  of  the  nineteenth,  the  proper  command- 
*n  were  summoned  to  my  camp  tire,  and  there 
tovni>re<*  sPec^nc  information  and  instructions 
forth*1**  t,ie  (^8I>08ition  01  the  troops,  and 
who!  operations  of  the  next  morning.  The 
inj0  5£wce  was  divided  for  tho  next  morning 


for  Xlie  disposition  01  u 

whnl  °Perations  °f  the  next 
info  JL£°rce  was  divi(led  for  tin 
*°»io  i-^?  commands  and  assigned  to  the  two 
X7ie  fr  ^iexitenant-Generals,  Longstreet  and  Polk, 
w^re  0rxil0r  to  the  left  where  all  his  own  troops 
znaiiCi  s  ioned,  the  latter  continuing  his  coni- 
Btreet  ^e  r*Snt-    Lieutenant-General  Long- 

ir.  y  an  X"05yc?hed  my  headquarters  about  eleven  p. 
-Afr€Tr         immediately  received  his  instructions. 


ved 


tVw  hours'  rest  at  my  camp  fire,  lie 
m  V  daylight  to  his  line  just  in  front  of 

"  ~    ii   ?*"**-0,,«    Liciitenant-Gencral  Polk  was  or- 
sssail  the  enemy  on  our  extreme  right 
Own  on  the  twentieth,  and  to  take 


»«■  day", 

"^hole 


l0-:^'ttack  in  succession  rapidly  to  the  left. 
J  ^Ving  was  to  await  the  attack  by  the 
V^-le  it  promptly  when  made,  and  the 


arid  T^or-^T10  was  *ncn  *°  ^°  Pll8nt?d  vigorously 
its  eact^^^8*01-^'  aSamflt  the  enemy  throughout 


staff 


*-Xt.   Before  the  dawn  of  day  myself  and 
"*o  ready  for  the  saddle,  "occupying  a 
immediately  in  rear  of  and  accessible 
■y  —  *irts  of  the  line.   With  increasing  anx- 


wts  of  the  line. 


disappointment  I  waited  until  after 


to  all 
snuri^ 

di»T>5xr  without  hearing  a  gun,  and  at  length 
PoIk  Vied  a  staff  officer  to  Lieutcnant-Gcneral 

Th 


the  c^si  . 


and  learning  where  he  had  spent  the 
proceeded  across  Alexander's  Bridge  to 
±t  aide  of  the  Chickamauga  and  there  de- 


livered my  message.  Proceeding  in  person  to 
the  right  wing,  I  found  the  troops  not  even  pre- 
pared for  the  movement.  Messengers  were  im- 
mediately dispatched  for  Lieutenant-General 
Polk,  and  he  shortly  after  joined  me.  My  orders 
were  renewed,  and  the  General  was  urged  to 
their  prompt  execution,  the  more  important  as 
the  ear  was  saluted  throughout  the  night  with 
the  sounds  of  the  axe  and  falling  timber,  as  the 
enemy  industriously  labored  to  strengthen  his 
position  by  hastily  constructed  barricades  and 
breastworks.  A  reconnoissauce  made  in  the 
front  ot  our  extreme  right,  during  this  delay, 
crossed  the  main  road  to  Chattanooga,  and 
proved  the  important  fact  that  this  greatly  de- 
sired position  was  open  to  our  possession. 

The  reasons  assigned  for  this  unfortunate  de- 
lay by  the  wing  commander  appear  in  part  in 
the  reports  of  his  subordinates.  It  is  sufficient 
to  say,  they  are  entirely  unsatisfactory.  It  also 
appears  from  these  reports  that  whenthc  action 
was  opened  on  the  right,  about  ten.o'clock  a.  m., 
the  troops  were  moved  to  the  assault  in  detail 
and  by  detachments,  unsupported  until  nearly 
all  parts  of  tho  right  wing  were  in  turn  re- 
pulsed with  heavy  loss.  Our  troops  were  led 
with  the  greatest  gallantry,  and  exhibited  great 
coolness,  bravery,  and  heroic  devotion.  In  no 
instance  did  they  fail,  when  called  on,  to  rally 
and  return  to  the  charge.  But  though  invariably 
driving  the  enemy,  with  great  slaughter,  at  the 
points  assailed,  they  were  compelled  in  turn  to 
yield  to  the  greatly  superior  numbers  constantly 
brought  against  them.  The  attack  on  the  left, 
promptly  made  as  ordered,  met  with  less  resist- 
ance, much  of  the  enemy's  strength  having  been 
transferred  to  our  right,  aud  was  successfully 
and  vigorously  followed  up.  About  two  P.  M., 
passing  along  the  line  to  our  left,  I  found  we 
had  been  checked  in  our  progress  by  enconn- 
tering  a  strong  position,  strengthened  by  worko 
and  obstinately  defended.  Unable  to  afford  as- 
sistance from  any  other  part  of  the  field,  writ- 
ten orders  were  immediately  dispatched  to  Lieu- 
tenant-General Polk  to  again  assault  the  enemy 
in  his  frout  with  his  whole  force,  and  to  persist 
until  he  should  dislodge  him  from  his  position. 
Directing  the  operations  on  our  left  to  be  con- 
tinued, I  moved  again  to  the  right  and  soon  dis- 
patched a  staff  officer  to  General  Polk,  urging  a 
prompt  and  vigorous  execution  of  my  written 
orders.  About  four  p.  m.,  this  general  assault 
was  made  and  the  attack  was  continued  from 
right  to  left  until  the  enemy  gave  way  at  differ- 
ent points,  and,  finally,  about  dark,  yielded  us 
his  line.  The  contest  was  severe,  but  the  im- 
petuous charge  of  our  troops  could  not  be  re- 
sisted when  they  were  brought  to  bear  in  full 
force,  even  where  the  enemy  possessed  all 
the  advantage  of  position  and  breastworks. 
The  troops  were  halted  by  their  respective 
commanders,  when  the  darkness  of  the  night 
and  the  density  of  the  forest  rendered  further 
movements  uncertain  and  dangerous,  and  the 
army  bivouacked  on  W\e  ^pcramV  \\.Y»&*fc 
lantly  won.   Botii  nai^\iw\^^N^^mw 
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rapidly  than  the  centre,  they  were  found  con- 
fronting each  other  in  lines  nearly  parallel  and 
within  artillery  range.  Any  advance  by  them, 
especially  at  night,  over  ground  so  thickly 
wooded,  might  have  resulted  in  the  most  serious 
consequences. 

The  enemy,  though  driven  from  his  lines,  still 
confronted  us,  and  desultory  firing  was  heard 
until  eight  r.  m.  Other  noises,  indicating  move- 
ments and  dispositions  for  the  morrow,  contin- 
ued until  a  late  hour  at  night. 

During  the  operations  by  the  main  forces,  on 
the  nineteenth  and  twentieth,  the  cavalry,  on 
the  flanks,  was  actively  and  usefully  einployed, 
holding  the  enemy  in  observation  and  tlireaten- 
ing  or  assailing  him  as  occasion  offered.  From 
the  report  of  Major-General  Whoeler,  com- 
manding on  the  left,  it  will  be  seen  what  im- 
portant service  was  rendered,  buth  on  the 
twentieth  and  twenty-first  by  his  command,  es- 
pecially in  the  capture  of  prisoners  and  prop- 
erty, and  in  the  dispersion  of  tlte  enemy's  cav- 
alry. Brigadier  General  Forrest's  report  will 
show  equally  gallant  and  valuable  services  by 
his  command  on  our  right 

Exhausted  by  two  days'  battle,  with  very  lim- 
ited supply  of  provisions,  and  almost  destitute 
of  water,  some  time  in  daylight  was  absolutely 
essential  for  our  troops  to  supply  these  neces- 
saries and  replenish  their  ammunition  before 
renewing  the  contest  Availing  myself  of  this 
necessary  delay  to  inspect  and  readjust  my  lines, 
I  moved,  as  soon  as  daylight  served,  on  the 
twenty-first  On  my  arrival,  about  sunrise,  near 
Lieutenant-General  Polk's  bivouac,  I  "met  the 
ever-vigilant  Goneral  Liddell,  commanding  a 
division  in  our  front  line,  who  was  awaiting  the 
General,  to  report  that  his  pickets  this  morning 
discovered  the  enemy  had  retreated  during  the 
night  from  his  immediate  frout  Instructions 
were  promptly  givon  to  push  forward  our  whole 
line  of  skirmishers  to  the  front,  and  I  moved  to 
tho  loft  and  extended  these  orders.  All  tho 
cavalry  at  hand,  including  my  personal  guard, 
were  ordered  to  the  front  Members  of  my 
staff,  in  passing  through  the  lines  of  our  left 
wing  with  their  escort  were  warned  of  danger, 
and  told  that  they  were  entering  on  the  neutral 
ground  between  us  and  the  enemy.  But  this 
proved  to  bo  an  error,  and  our  cavalry  soon 
came  upon  the  enemy's  rear  guard,  where  the 
main  toad  passes  through  Missionary  Ridge.  He 
had  availed  himself  of  the  night  to  withdraw 
from  our  front,  and  his  main  body  was  already 
in  position  within  his  lines  at  Chattanooga.  Any 
immediate  pursuit  by  our  infantry  and  artillery 
would  have  been  fruitless,  as  it  was  not  deemed 
practicable,  with  our  weak  and  exhausted  forces, 
to  assail  tho  enemy,  now  more  than  double  our 
numbers,  behind  his  intrenchments.  Though  we 
had  defeated  him  and  driven  him  from  the  field 
with  heavy  loss  in  men,  arms,  and  artillery,  it  had 
only  been  done  by  heavy  sacrifices,  in  repeated, 
persistent,  and  most  gallant  assault*  upon  supe- 
rior numbers  strongly  posted  and  protected. 


throughout  the  _ 
where  success  seemecl  impossible,  ther  m 
failed  to  rally  and  return  to  the  charge,  oailti 
last  combined  and  determined  effort,  in  wtii 
the  spirit  of  every  man  seemed  to  coonirefe 
success,  was  crowned  with  the  rewind  dull 
such  gallantry  in  a  just  cause. 

Our  loss  was  in  proportion  to  the  prolog 
and  obstinate  struggle.   Two-fifth  of  oar 
lant  troops  had  fallen,  and  the  number  of  goal 
and  staff  officers  stricken  down  will  belt  Air 
how  these  troops  were  led.  Major-God 
Hood,  the  model  soldier  and  inspiring  lader.H 
after  contributing  largely  to  our  snccea,iadki 
suffered  the  irreparable  lose  of  a  leg.  R&tki 
valuable  life  should  be  spared  to  us^bonw, 
a  sonrce  of  thankfulness  and  (gratitude.  Hajfr 
General  Hindman,  highly  distinguished  (or  at 
lantry  and  good  conduct,  received  a  m 
contusion,  but  persisted  in  keeping  the  *4fli 
until  he  witnessed  the  Bnccess  in  wht&a 
command  largely  participated.  Brigadier^* 
cralfl  B.  H.  Helm,  Preston  Smith  and  tea 


Deshla  died  upon  the  field  in  the  heroic  dnchsa  *  v 
of  duty.   They  were  true  patriots  and  plrt 
soldiers,  and  worthy  of  the  high  reputation  tirj 
enjoyed.  Brigadier-Generals  Adams,  GreeeaA 
McNair  fell  severely  wounded,  whilst  gawnto 
leading  their  commands  in  the  thickest  of 
light  0  It  is  gratifying  to  know  they  are  cow* 
lescing,  and  will  be  again  found  at  the  poet  d 
duty  and  danger. 

Judging  from  appearances  on  the  field,  ttV 
enemy's  losses  must  have  exceeded  our  <m 
largely,  but  we  have  no  means  of  correctly  esti- 
mating them.  We  captured  over  eight  thoumi 
prisoners,  fifty-one  pieces  of  artillery,  fiflea 
thousand  stand  of  small  arms,  and  quantities  i 
ammunition,  with  wagons,  ambulances  ani 
teams,  medicines,  and  hospital  stores  in  large 

S nan  titles.  The  accompanying  maps—one,  fro. 
iree  and  four — based  on  accurate  surveys,  vil 
afford  the  necessary  information  for  the  correct 
understanding  of  the  movements  of  both  arnica 
The  positions  of  the  troops  on  the  field  are  gfra 
mostly  from  the  sketches  of  their  respecture 
commanders.  The  times  selected  for  inaicanoa 
were  the  morning  of  the  nineteenth,  when  the 
action  commenced ;  the  morning  of  the  twen- 
tieth, and  the  evening  of  tho  twentieth,  at  the 
close  of  the  operations.  There  has  been  much 
delay  in  rendering  some  of  the  subordinate  re- 
ports, and  none  have  been  received  from  Lieu* 
tenant-Generals  Polk  and  Hill,  and  only  two  froo 
brigades  in  Loncstreet's  corps.  The  absence  rf 
these  has  caused  a  delay  in  mulrwig  up  my  own, 
and  induced  me  to  defer  forwarding  toe  otbtfi. 
hoping  that  all  might  be  submitted  together. 

For  the  many  deeds  of  daring  and  acts  of  he- 
roic devotion  exhibited  on  this  field,  reference 
is  made  to  the  subordinate  reports.  It  will  b* 
remarked  that  the  private  Soulier  is  eminently 
distinguished,  as  he  always  wiU  be  in  an  army 
v  where  the  rank  and  file  u  made  up  of  the  beet 

The  conduct  voF  "our  troops  was  e^c^\\snl\    TVua  taa&ss&  ^^<VjriQ&.\2&.  Sk*> 
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•  hospitals,  earned  the  bating  gratitude  of  the 
"  fltoMi  er,  and  deserve  the  highest  commendation. 
~         gresX  number  of  wounded  thrown  suddenly 
upon  their  hands  taxed  every  energy  and  every 
«cnlty-   With  means  greatly  inadequate,  espe- 
<?&pv*  5"**  tr.BiRj-'  rtation,  they  soon  reduced  con- 
fj!?*011    into  order,  and,  by"  assiduity  and  skill, 
J^^rd^rl  to  the  gallant  sufferers  that  temporal 
for  which  they  might  look  in  vain  to  any 
JJJJ^*"  source.   In  this  connection,  it  is  a  pleasing 
?2^Jt"cs  acknowledge  in  grateful  terms  tne  deep 
JlUe"^t^dcdne8S  of  the  army  to  the  ITospital  Re- 


-A-esociations,  which  so  promptly  and  so 


we  were  soon  fur- 
with  every  necessary  and  comfort,  and 


gJZl^^^TOly  pressed  forward  tSeir  much-needed 
of  iP^^nce.  Under  the  admirable  management 
HI^^-^^t  officers  in  Atlanta, 

tkJ2j?a  continued  to  arrive  until  notice  was  given 
oxir  wants  were  all  supplied.   The  officers 
t^^^y  staff,  personal  and  geueral,  served  me  on 
field  and  on  the  arduous  marches,  proceed- 
with  their  usual  zeal,  intelligence  and 


v  Tile  whole  cavalry 

w'Mched  to  press  the  enemy  and  cut  off  detach- 


force  having  been  dis- 
w^wned  to  press  the  enemy  and  cut 
J^ots,  orders  were  given  for  the  army  to  move 
^jfc  a  point  near  the  railroad  and  convenient  to 
^iter,  still  interposing  between  the  enemy  and 
^Ur  large  number  of  wounded,  our  trophies,  and 
**nr  "wounded  prisoners,  whose  removal  from  the 
field  occui>ied  many  days. 

Our  supplies  of  all  kinds  were  greatly  reduced, 
the  railroad  having  been  constantly  occupied  in 
transporting  troops,  prisoners,  and  our  wounded, 
and  the  bridges  having  been  destroved  to  a 
point  two  miles  south  of  Ringgold.   Tfiese  sup- 
plies were  ordered  to  be  replenished,  and  as  soon 
«b  it  was  seen  that  we  could  be  subsisted,  the 
army  was  moved  forward  to  Heize  and  hold  the 
only  communication  the  enemy  had  with  his 
supplies  in  the  rear.    His  important  road  r  and 
the  shortest  by  half  to  his  depot  at  Bridgeport, 
lay  along  the  south  bank  of  the  Tennessee.  The  , 
holding  of  this  all-important  route  was  confided 
to  Lieutenant-Gcncral  Longstreet's  command,  | 
and  its  possession  forced  the  enemy  to  a  road 
double  the  length,  over  two  ranges  of  moun- 
tains, by  wagon  transportation.   At  the  same 
time,  our  cavalry,  in  large  force,  was  thrown 
across  the  river  to  operate  on  this  long  and  diffi- 
cult route.   These  dispositions,  faithfully  sus- 
tained, insured  the  enemy's  speedy  evacuation 
of  Chattanooga  for  want  of  food  and  forage. 
Possessed  of  the  shortest  road  to  his  depot,  and 
the  one  by  which  reinforcements  must  reach 
him,  we  held  him  at  our  mercy,  and  his  destruc- 
tion was  only  a  question  of  time.   The  disas- 
trous loss  of  these  advantages  must  be  the 
subject  of  a  future  communication.   The  sug- 
gestion of  a  movement  by  our  right,  immedi- 
ately after  the  battle,  to  the  north  of  the  Ten- 
nessee, and  thence  upon  Nashville,  requires 
notice  only  because  it  will  find  a  place  on  the 
files  of  the  department   Such  a  movement  was 
utterly  impossible  for  want  of  transportation. 
Nearly  half  our  army  consisted  of  reinforce- 


ments iust  before  the  battle,  without  a  wagon  or 
an  artillery  horse,  and  nearly,  if  not  quite,  a  third 
of  the  artillery  horses  on  the  field  had  been  lost. 
The  railroad  bridges,  too,  had  been  destroyed  to 
a  point  south  of  Ringgold,  and,  in  all,  the  road 
from  Cleveland  to  Itnoxville.  To  these  insur- 
mountable difficulties  were  added  the  entire  ab- 
sence of  means  to  cross  the  river,  except  by 
fording  at  n  few  precarious  points  too  deep  for 
artillery,  and  the  well-known  danger  of  sudden 
rises,  by  which  all  communication  would  be  cut, 
a  contingency  which  did  actually  happen  a  few 
days  after  the  visionary  scheme  was  proposed. 
But  the  most  serious  objection  to  the  proposi- 
tion was  its  entire  want  of  military  propriety. 
It  abandoned  to  the  enemy  our  entire  line  of 
communication,  and  laid  open  to  him  our  depots 
of  supplies,  whilst  it  placed  us  with  a  greatly 
inferior  force  beyond  a  difficult  and,  at  times, 
impassable  river,  in  a  country  affording  no  sub- 
sistence to  men  or  animals.  It  also  left  open  to 
the  enemy,  at  a  distance  of  only  ten  miles,  our 
battle-field/ with  thousands  of  our  wounded  and 
his  own,  and  all  tho  trophies  and  supplies  we 
had  won.  All  this  was  to  bo  risked  and  given 
up  for  what  ?  To  gain  the  enemy's  rear  and  cut 
him  off  from  his  depot  of  supplies  by  the  route 
over  the  mountains,  when  the  very  movement 
abandoned  to  his  unmolested  use  the  better  and 
more  practicable  route  of  half  the  length  on  the 
south  side  of  the  river.  It  is  hardly  necessarv 
to  say  the  proportion  was  not  even  entertained, 
whatever  may  have  been  the  inferences  drawn 
from  subsequent  movements. 
I  am,  Sir.  very  respectfully, 

Your* obedient  servant, 

Braxton  Bragg, 

General. 

Warm  Sprixgh,Ga.,  January  2,  ISM. 

General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant-General,  C.  8.  A. : 
h?LR:  I  forward  the  reports  of  the  battles  of 
Chickamauga  by  my  aid-dc-camp,  Lieutenant 
Ellis.  The  maps  of  the  battle-field  have  been  so 
long  and  so  unexpectedly  delayed  that  I  conclude 
not  to  wait  for  them  any  longer.  They  are  daily 
expected  from  Dalton,  where  I  left  them  nearly 
completed,  and  will  bo  forwarded  as  soon  as  re- 
ceived. 

I  am,  Sir.  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Braxton  Bragg, 

General 

REPORT  OF  IJEUTENANT-GENERAL  LONGSTKEET. 

Headquarters  nrab  Chattanooga,  ) 
October.  1802.  J 

Colonel  George  WiUiftm  Brent,  Assistant  Adju- 
Icrnt-General : 

Cornel :  Our  train  reached  Catoosa  platform, 
near  Ringgold,  about  two  o'clock  in  tne  after- 
noon of  the  nineteenth  of  September.  As  soon 
as  our  horses  came  up,  about  four  o'clock,  I 
Btarted  with  Colonel  Sorrel  and  Colonel  Maiming, 
of  mv  staff,  to  find  lV\e  \us&^\ar\fc\*  eft  Hkfc 
manning  General.      e  mtaft&iV  owx  'toj 
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not  report  until  near  eleven  o'clock  at  night  Upon 
my  arrival,  I  was  informed  that  the  troops  had 
been  engaged  during  the  day  in  severe  skirmish- 
ing, while  endeavoring  to  get  in  line  for  battle. 
The  commanding  General  gave  me  a  map  show- 
ing the  roads  and  streams  between  Lookout 
Mountain  and  the  Chickamauga  River,  and  a 
general  description  of  our  position,  and  informed 
me  that  the  battle  was  ordered  at  daylight  the 
next  morning ;  the  action  to  be  brought  on  upon 
our  right,  and  to  be  taken  up  successively  to  the 
left ;  the  general  movement  to  be  a  wheel  upon 
my  extreme  left  as  a  pivot  I  was  assigned  to 
the  command  of  the  left  wing,  composed  of 
Hood's  and  Hindman's  divisions,  an  improvised 
division  under  Brigadier-General  B.  R.  Johnson, 
and  Buckner's  corps,  consisting  of  Stewart's  and 
Preston's  divisions.  The  artiUery  consisted  of 
the  battalions  of  Majors  Williams,  Robertson, 
and  Leyden,  together  with  some  other  batteries 
attached  to  brigades. 

As  soon  as  day  of  the  twentieth  had  dawned, 
I  rode  to  the  front  to  find  my  troops.  The  line 
was  arranged  from  the  right  to  the  left  as  fol- 
lows: Stewart's,  Johnson's,  Hindman's  and 
Preston's  divisions.  Hood's  division  (of  which 
only  three  brigades  were  up)  was  somewhat  in 
the  rear  of  Johnson's.  Kershaw's  and  Hum- 
phreys' brigades,  McLaws'  division,  were  order- 
ed forward  from  Ringgold  the  night  before,  but 
were  not  yet  up.  General  McLaws  had  not  ar- 
rived from  Richmond.  I  sot  to  work  to  have 
Uie  line  adjusted  by  closing  to  the  right,  in 
order  to  occupy  some  vacant  ground  between 
the  two  wings,  and  to  make  room  for  Hood  in 
the  front  line.  The  divisions  were  ordered  to 
form  with  two  brigades  in  the  frontline,  and  one 
supporting  where  there  were  but  three  brigades, 
and  two  supporting  where  there  were  more  than 
three.  General  Hood  was  ordered  to  take  the 
brigades  of  Kershaw  and  Humphreys  and  use 
them  as  supports  for  his  division,  thus  making 
his  division  the  main  column  of  attack.  Before 
these  arrangements  were  completed,  the  attack 
was  made  by  our  right  wing  about  ten  o'clock. 
The  battle  seemed  to  rage  with  considerable 
fury,  but  did  not  progress  as  had  been  antici- 
pated. As  soon  as  I  was  prepared,  I  sent  to 
the  commanding  General  to  suggest  that  I  had 
probably  better  make  my  attack  Before  the 
messenger  returned,  I  heard  that  the  command- 
ing General  had  sent  orders  for  the  division 
commanders  to  move  forward  and  attack.  I  had 
no  time  to  find  the  officer  who  brought  the 
order,  as  some  of  the  troops  were  in  motion 
when  I  heard  of  it.  Upon  this  information,  I  at 
once  issued  orders  to  attack  to  the  troops  not 
already  in  motion,  holding  one  of  Buckner's  divis- 
L  ions  (Preston's)  in  reserve.  As  the  battle  upon  our 
right  was  not  so  successful  as  had  been  expected 
in  the  plan  of  attack,  I  was  obliged  to  reverse 
the  order  of  battle,  by  retaining  my  right  some- 
where near  the  left  of  the  right  wing.   To  do 

thin,  Stewart's  division  was  obliged  to  halt  upon  x    _ 

reaching  the  Lafayette  and  Cn&ttaxvoog*.  xoaA.  T^ertau  faiWi  ^2£ba&j  %1  tha.  hilL  Stewart 
Hood's  column  broke  the  enemy's  \m*  near  fo&  *  T«\i&wsa>%  tttaoBoo^  wil 


Brotherton  house,  and  made  its  wheel  tofc 
right.  In  making  this  movement,  Jfakrisaj 
Hood  fell  severely,  and  it  was  feared  ssafc 
wounded,  bv  a  Minie  ball  breaking  b  ap 
He  had  broken  the  enemy's  line,  ho  wen,  d 
his  own  troops  and  those  to  his  right  ad  14 
continued  to  press  the  enemy  with  nek  aMi 
and  force  that  he  could  not  resist  u. 

Brigadier-General  Law  succeeded  to  tbfl» 
mand  of  Hood's  division,  and  Brig*dier-G«n1 
Kershaw  to  the  command  of  the  two  bripfc 
of  McLaws' division.   General  Kerutw  bn| 
received  no  definite  orders  himself  (bemgoii 
the  command  of  General  Hood,)  aid  Mt  Marat 
vised  of  the  wheel  to  the  right,  had  pari m 
ground  to  the  front  than  was  intended  afc 
movement  of  his  two  brigades.  Juhuwtii 
vision  followed  the  movement  made  by  M 
and  gained  the  Crawfish  Spring  and  Chattawp 
road,  having  a  full  share  in  the  conflict 

Major-Goneral  Hindman,  in  command 
left  division,  first  met  the  enemy  near  the^ifr 
yard  house,  and  drove  him  back  upon  hii tint; 

Sosition  near  the  widow  Glenn's,  or  bnrntkm 
y  a  well-directed  front  and  flank  attack,  U 
gained  the  position  after  a  severe  struggle.  Tat 
enemy's  dead  at  this  point  mark  well  kUliatii 
battle.  Hindman  was  then  ordered  to  morcta 
his  right  flank  and  reinforce  Johnson,  near  t* 
Villete  house,  who  was  pressing  forward  agios 
great  odds. 

About  threo  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  I  atfci 
the  commanding  General  for  some  of  the  trap 
of  the  right  wing,  but  was  informed  by  himihti 
they  had  been  beaten  back  so  badly  that  they 
could  be  of  no  service  to  me.    I  had  but  one  di- 
vision that  had  not  been  engaged,  and  hesitated 
to  venture  to  put  it  in,  as  our  distress  upon  on 
right  seemed  to  be  almost  as  great  as  that  of  tar 
enemy  upon  his  right   I  therefore  concluded*) 
hold  Preston  for  the  time,  and  urge  on  to  renewed 
efforts  our  brave  men  who  had  already  been  en- 
gaged many  hours.    The  heights  extending 
from  the  Villete  house  across  to  the  Soodgraa? 
house,  gave  the  enemy  strong  ground  upon 
which  to  rally.   Here  he  gathered  most  of  his 
broken  forces  and  reinforced  them.    After  a 
long  and  bloody  struggle,  Johnson  and  Hindman 
gained  tho  heights  near  the  Grawnsh  Sprint 
road.   Kershaw  made  a  most  handsome  attack 
upon  the  heights  at  the  Snodgrass  house,  sunnl- 
taneously  with  Johnson  and  Hindman,  but  was  no: 
strong  enough  for  the  work.   It  was  evident  that 
with  this  position  gained,  I  should  be  complete 
master  of  the  field.  I  therefore  ordered  General 
Buckner  to  move  Preston  forward.   Before  thk 
however,  General  Buckner  had  established  a  bat- 
tery of  twelve  guns,  raking  down  the  enemy  s  line 
which  opposed  our  right  wing,  and  at  the  aw 
time  having  fine  play  upon  any  force  that  might 
attempt  to  reinforce  the  hill  that  he  was  about  to 
attack.   General  Stewart!  of  his  corps,  was  abo 
ordered  to  move  against  any  such  force  in  fiauk. 
The  combination  was  well  timed  and  anrmngwL 
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i  portion  of  it  At  the  same  time,  the  fire 
&  battery  struck  such  terror  into  a  heavy 
cloeo  under  it,  that  we  took  there  also  a 
„  _  number  of  prisoners.  Preston's  assault, 
■TOU^b.  Dot  a  complete  success  at  the  onset, 
■■keu  in  connection  with  the  other  operations. 
J^Ppied  the  enemy  so  badly  that  his  ranks  were 
~***'y  broken,  and  by  a  flank  movement  and 
5°*ber  advance  the  heights  were  gained, 
jj***®  reinforcements  wero  the  enemy's  last  or 
2d  iTe  corps,  and  a  part  also  of  the  line  that 
sini*?ecn  opposing  our  right  wing  during  the 
SSp*i*ig.  The  enemy  broke  up  in  great  con- 
|jJJ*0**  along  ray  front,  and,  about  the  same  time, 
t|fc^  TH5nt  wing  made  a  gallant  dash  and  gained 
that  had  been  held  so  long  and  obstin- 
Against  it.  A  simultaneous  and  continuous 
—  from  the  two  wings  announced  our  suc- 
^  complete.  The  enemy  had  fought  every 
l  that  he  had,  and  every  one  had  been  in  turn 


"W^ton.  As  it  was  almost  dark,  I  ordered  my 
^jz^  to  remain  as  it  was ;  ammunition  boxes  to  be 
infilled,  stragglers  to  be  collected,  and  every- 


j  in  readiness  for  the  pursuit  in  the  moruingc 
Early  on  the  twenty-first,  the  commanding 
general  stopped  at  my  bivouac  and  asked  my 
views  as  to  our  future  movements.  I  suggested 
Crossing  the  river  above  Chattanooga,  so  as  to 
*nake  ourselves  sufficiently  felt  on  the  enemy's 
rear,  aa  to  force  his  evacuation  of  Chattanooga 
— indeed,  force  him  back  upon  Nashville,  and, 
if  we  should  find  our  transportation  inadequate 
for  a  continuance  of  this  movement,  to  follow 
up  the  railroad  to  Knoxville,  destroy  Burnside, 
and  from  there  threaten  the  enemy's  railroad 
communication  in  rear  of  Nashville. 

Thia  I  supposed  to  be  the  only  practicable 
flank  movement,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  our 
transportation ;  and  it  seemed  to  keep  us  very 
nearly  as  close  to  the  railroad  as  we  were  at  the 
time.  At  parting,  I  understood  the  commanding 
General  to  agree  that  sueh  was  probably  our 
best  move,  and  that  he  was  about  to  give  the 
necessary  orders  for  its  execution.  Orders  came 
in  the  afternoon  for  the  march.  The  rear  of  the 
right  wing  did  not  move  until  quite  dark.  I 
did  not,  therefore,  put  my  wing  in  motion  till 
daylight  the  following  morning.  Before  moving 
on  the  morning  of  the  twenty-second,  Mc Laws' 
division  was  ordered  to  follow  the  enemy  on  to 
Chattanooga.  The  remainder  of  the  command 
marched  for  the  Red  House  Ford,  and  halted 
about  noon.  During  that  night  I  received  orders 
to  march  the  entire  command  back  to  Chatta- 
nooga, and  moved  in  pursuance  thereof  early 
on  the  twenty-third.  We  reached  the  Wntkins 
House  about  eleven  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  proceeded 
to  take  up  a  line  around  the  enemy's  position  at 
Chattanooga.  I  desire  to  mention  the  following 
named  officers  as  distinguished  for  conduct  and 
abiflftp.  viz.:  Major-Generals  Hood,  Bnckner, 
Hindmau,  and  Stewart;  Brigadier-Generals  B. 
R.  Johnson,  Preston,  Law  (respectively  in  com- 
mand of  division),  Kershaw,  Patton,  Anderson, 
Grade,  McNair  (severely  wounded),  and  Colonels 
Trigg  and  Kelly,  both  in  command  of  brigades. 


Honorable  mention  should  also  be  made  of 
Brigadier-Generals  Humphreys,  Benniug,  Deas, 
Clayton,  Bate,  Brown,  Robertson,  and  MaiiigauJk, 
For  more  detailed  accounts  of  the  noble  deeds 
performed  by  our  gallant  officers  and  brave  sol- 
diers, I  refer  you  U)  the  reports  of  my  junior 
officers.  The  steady,  good  conduct  throughout 
the  long  conflict  of  the  subordinate  officers  and 
men  which  the  limits  of  this  report  will  not 
permit  me  to  particularize,  i.s  worthy  of  the 
highest  praise  and  admiration.  1  am  greatly 
indebted  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Sorrel,  Assistant 
Adjutant-General,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Manning, 
Chief  of  Ordnance,  Major  Latrobc,  Assistant 
Adjutant  and  Inspector-General,  and  Captain 
Manning,  Signal  Corps,  for  their  able,  untiring, 
and  gallant  assistance.  Colonel  Manning  re- 
ceived a  painful  wound.  The  movement  of 
Stewart's  division  against  the  enemy's  reinforce- 
ments was  made  upon  the  suggestion  of  Colonel 
Sorrel  and  Captain  Manning.  The  result  was 
the  beginning  of  the  general  break  throughout 
the  enemy's  line.  My  other  staff  officers  had 
not  arrived  from  Virginia.  Major  Walton,  act- 
ing Chief  of  Subsistence  Department;  and  Major 
Keilly,  acting  Chief  of  Quartermaster's  Depart- 
ment-, wero  at  the  railroad  depot  in  the  active 
discharge  oi  the  duties  of  their  departments. 
Among  the  captures  made  by  the  left  wing  dur- 
ing the  day,  were  not  less  than  forty  pieces  of 
artillery,  over  three  thousand  prisoners,  and  ten 
regimental  standards ;  besides,  a  few  wagons, 
seventeen  boxes  small  arms,  eleven  hundred  and 
thirty  sets  accoutrements,  and  three  hundred 
and  ninety-three  thousand  rounds  small  arm 
ammunition,  were  collected  on  the  Held.  The 
accompanying  list  of  casualties  shows  a  loss  by 
the  command  (without  McNair  s  brigade,  from 
which  no  report  has  been  received)  of  one  thou- 
sand and  eighty-nine  killed,  six  thousand  five 
hundred  and  six  wounded,  and  two  hundred 
and  seventy-two  missing.  Its  strength  on  going 
into  action  on  the  twentieth  was  two  thousand 
and  three  officers  and  twenty  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty-nine  men. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Colonel, 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Lo.NUSTREET, 

Lieutouan  t-GoaeraL 

REPORT  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  8.  K  BUCKNER. 

HKADQUARTBW  .NEAR  QfATTJLVOOOA,  I 

November  11,1868.  J 

Colonel  Sorret,  Assistant  Atfutcmt-General  Long- 
street's  Corps : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  in  con- 
nection with  the  reports  of  my  subordinate 
commanders,  the  following  synopsis  of  the  mili- 
tary movements  of  Buckner's  corps  on  the  eight- 
eenth, nineteenth,  and  twentieth  September, 
1863: 

The  corps  consisted  of  the  division  of  Maior- 
General  A.  P.  Stewart,  which  was  composed  of 
Johnson's,  Brown's,  Bate's,  and  Clayton's  bri- 
gades, and  ol  the  dmsvow  ^rj^\«^v\Ht«i 
William  PieBton,  corny owA  <A  ft\fe 
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Brigadier-General  Grade  and  of  Colonels  __. 
ana  Kelly,  of  a  battalion  of  artillery  to  each 
vision,  and  a  battalion  of  reserve  artillery,  under 
Major  8.  C.  Williams.  Brigadier-General  John- 
son's brigade  having  been  detached  several 
days  before,  by  orders  from  army  headquarters, 
was  engaged  under  its  gallant  commander  under 
the  orders  of  another  corps  commander,  and 
did  not  report  to  me  until  two  days  after  the 
battle. 

On  the  morning  of  the  eighteenth,  I  moved 
from  a  point  on  Peavine  Greek,  midway  between 
Peavine  Church  and  Rock  Spring  Church,  under 
orders  to  cross  the  West  Cliickamauga  River  at 
Thedford's  Ford,  after  Major-General  Walker's 
division  had  succeeded  in  crossing  below  me. 
Part  of  my  route  being  common  with  that  of 
Walker's  column,  my  march  was  somewhat  re- 
tarded by  tho  encounter  of  the  two  columns, 
but,  notwithstanding  this,  I  occupied,  about  two 
p.  x.,  with  Stewart's  division,  after  a  brisk  skirm- 
ish, the  crossing  at  Thedford's  Ford,  and  with 
Preston's  division,  without  opposition,  the  cross- 
ing at  Hunt's  or  Dalton's  Ford.  In  this  position, 
holding  both  banks  of  the  stream,  I  awaited  the 
movements  of  Walker,  on  my  right 

At  daylight  on  the  nineteenth,  under  instruc- 
tions from  the  commanding  General,  I  crossed 
my  entire  corps  to  the  west  bank  and  formed  it 
in  line  of  battle — Stewart  on  the  right  (on  the 
left  of  Hood  8  division),  facing  south-west,  in 
the  direction  of  Lee  ana  Gordon's  Mill ;  General 
Cheatham's  division,  as  I  was  informed,  being 
directed  to  sustain  me  in  the  proposed  advance. 
About  noon,  when  the  enemy's  attack  on  Walker 
had  been  met,  and  Cheatham's  division,  which 
had  been  sent  to  sustain  him,  had  become  hotly 
engaged,  Stewart's  division  was  detached,  by 
the  orders  of  the  commanding  General,  to  sup- 
port Cheatham.  For  the  operations  of  his  divis- 
ion uutil  he  again  came  under  my  orders,  on 
the  following  afternoon,  I  refer  to  the  report  of 
its  able  commander. 

In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  commanding 
General,  I  remained  with  my  remaining  division 
to  hold  the  extreme  loft  of  the  line.  With  this 
view,  I  deployed  Preston's  division  on  a  line 
extending  from  an  abrupt  elevation  on  the  bank 
of  the  river  along  a  ridge  in  a  north-west  direc- 
tion— the  flanks  well  sustained  by  artillery.  Con- 
siderable skirmishing  took  place  towards  the 
right  of  this  line — the  enemy  falling  back  in  a 
south-west  direction — and  the  troops  were  con- 
siderably exposed  to  artillery  fibre  during  tho 
day.  Being  informed  by  a  staff  officer  of  the 
commanding  General  that  General  Hood,  who 
had  advanced  to  my  right,  was  hard  pressed, 
and  being  requested  to  reinforce  him  as  far  as  I 
could,  I  immediately,  about  three  o'clock  p.  m., 
sent  to  his  assistance  the  brigade  of  Colonel 
Trigg.  Tho  gallant  and  successful  charge  of 
this  brigade  drove  back  the  advancing  enemy 
and  relieved  the  left  of  Hood,  which  was  out- 
flanked and  retiring  before  the  enemy's  heavy 
attack.  During  the  day  both  Stewart1*  &V\b\otl 
and  Trigg  b  brigade  had  penetrated  en&mv'a 
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line  and  passed  beyond  the  Chstssoajiss) 
but  at  night  both  were  drawn  bsoksssj 
tions  which  would  conform  to  the  rasa1!*] 
which  had  pushed  forward  during  taitys) 
lion.  During  the  night  of  the  marina  I  s> 
terially  strengthened  the  positioaoitkistt 
intrenchments. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twentieth.  UnM 
General  Longstreet  assumed  comued  rffc 
left  wing.   About  two  o'clock  in  the  tbam 
he,  in  person,  ordered  me  conduct  rYataM 
vision,  leaving  one  regiment  and  i  tatter;  tthM 
the  left,  to  the  Chattanooga  road.  Betaass 
and  four  o'clock  it  was  formed  as  follow:  to 
cie's  and  Kelly's  brigades  in  t*o  fines,  tiiffl 
angles  to  the  road  north  of  BrothertottysJ 
just  in  rear  of  Poe's,  commonly  called  tsB'bss 
house;"  Trigg's  brigade  just  south  of  Mb 
ton's  house,  and  supporting  WillsM1  srtln 
At  this  time  Stewart  was  in  lin^ksMl* 
vanced  in  front  of  Preston's  right,  hit  ri^a 
ceding,  forming  an  obtuse  angle  withPMfcjfc 
line.   In  his  front  was  a  heavy  bwetfsM 
logs,  on  the  summit  of  a  slight  ridge  bssj 
wooded  and  strongly  held  by  the  enes/ks 
fantry  and  artillery.   His  right  fbnk  iway 
site  the  angle  of  this  work ;  his  centn,hjl 
towards  the  north-west,  was  opposed  to  to*" 
of  the  work,  which  was  perpendicukr  »■ 
road.   On  Stewart's  right,  in  front  of  thefatl* 
the  work,  and  parallel  to  tho  ChattumpM 
was  Cleburne's  division,  of  Hill's  corj*  ftfr 
dier-General  Law's  brigade,  of  Hooa'i  dirt* 
was  in  line  perpendicular  to  the  road  to 
and  slightly  in  advance  of  Preston,  and  dort 
the  burnt  house  (Poe's),  near  which  ma  M 
tery  of  Hood's  artillery.   A  personal  recota* 
sance,  in  company  with  the  LieutenaatQeaai 
commanding,  showed  an  advantageous  poeti* 
for  artillery  in  front  of  Poe's  burning  bosk, 
from  which  point  the  enemy's  main  line,  vhfcfc 
fronted  eastward  and  was  situated  a  little  to  it 
east  of  Kelly's  field,  was  exposed  to  an  enfiasi 
fire,  or  rather  to  a  fire  slightly  in  reverse.  Si 
right  flank,  as  before  stated,  was  thrown  backs' 
right  angles  to  the  road,  and  was  located  bcfcna 
log  breastworks,  in  the  heavy  wood  between 
Poe's  and  Kelly's  fields.   As  the  enemy's  ri^hl 
had  been  beaten  back,  it  had,  by  a  convcnMi 
on  this  angle  of  their  work  as  a  pivot,  ben 
gradually  driven  to  assume  a  position  also  alright 
angles  to  the  road,  his  right  resting  on  a  cbaiaaf 
heights  beginning  near  &odpraan  house,  abort 
a  fourth  of  a  mile  west  of  Kelly's  house,  on  the 
road,  and  extending  westward  about  one  wok 
to  the  Crawfish  road.    These  heights  eoneti* 
tute  the  southern  spurs  which  terminate  Ms> 
sionary  Ridge,  are  covered  with  open  woods,  ^ 
have  a  gentle  but  irregular  slope  on  the  sous, ' 
the  north  and  the  east,  and  their  samadts  an 
fully  a  hundred  feet  above  the  level  of  tsMV- 
rounding  country.  A  little  after  lour  o'clock  r. 
m.,  under  instructions  from  the  eutenanUk* 
eral  commanding,  I  ordered  Preston,  with  G*** 
carfa  *  Xsrra&m^Na  wsmoct  Kerahiwi 
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Be,  sustaining  him  afterwards  by 
ado.  Under  the  able  direction  of  Brig- 
l  Preston,  the  first  two  brigades  pass- 
's and  Anderson's  brigades,  which 
i  severely  in  the  action,  and,  with 
uosity,  assailed  the  enemy  in  his  al- 
mable  position.  Trigg  on  coming  up 
1  to  the  left  of  Kelly,  and,  joining  in  a 
is  movement  of  Brigadier-General  B. 
b  division  still  further  to  the  left, 
1  turned  the  enemy's  line,  and,  in 
with  Kelly,  Gracie  and  Robertson, 
from  his  strong  position  into  the  ra- 
id, where  a  large  number  of  prisoners 
•ed.  For  the  details  of  this  brilliant 
ir  you  to  the  graphic  report  of  Brig- 
al  Preston.  While  this  action  was 
,  the  Lieutenant-General  command- 
l  Stewart's  division  to  advance  and 
wmbined  attack.  I  ordered,  by  his 
Williams'  battalion  of  reserve  artil- 
>laced  in  position  in  front  of  Poe's 
s  was  done  under  the  immediate  di- 
Vfajor  Porter,  my  chief  of  artillery, 
time  the  enemv  were  moving  rein- 
to  sustain  his  right,  which  was  stag- 
er the  terrific  assault  of  Preston, 
ith  eleven  pieces  of  artillery,  opened 
inferring  column  with  destructive  ef- 
*ing  it  in  every  direction  and  sileno- 
illery.  At  the  same  time,  Stewart 
tie  enemy's  works  and  captured  a 
prisoners,  who  dared  not  cross  the 
ire  which  Williams  poured  across 
Stewart,  in  advancing,  also  threw 
e  of  his  batteries,  which  joined  in 
s  he  advanced,  I  conducted  Dardcn's 
Williams'  artillery,  to  Kelly's  field, 
tery,  as  well  as  Stewart's  division,  it 
nightfall,  was  withdrawn  into  the 
wood,  as  we  encountered  in  our  ad- 
ight  wing  of  our  army,  which  joined 
iUlt  of  the  enemy's  works,  and  was 
i  direction  perpendicular  to  our  line 
The  continued  cheers  of  the  army 
at  dark,  that  every  point  of  the  field 
pined.  Stewart  bivouacked  within 
hments  he  had  assaulted ;  Preston, 
rights  he  had  so  gallantly  won. 
Letails  of  the  action  of  which  this  re- 
y  a  brief  synopsis,  and  a  notice  of 
conduct,  I  respectfully  refer  you  to 
\  of  the  division,  brigade,  and  regi- 
manders,  and  of  the  chief  and  battal- 
nders  of  the  artillery,  which  are 
ansmitted. 

mtlemen  of  my  staff  I  am  indebted 
ompt  and  gallant  discharge  of  duty 
ttasion.  No  commendation  from  me 
the  well-earned  reputation  of  Major- 
iwart  and  his  able  Brigadiers — Jonn- 
as  detached  and  in  command  of  an 
division — Brown,  Bate,  and  Clayton, 
worthy  leaders  of  the  brave  troops, 
if  them  veterans,  whom  they  bo  gal- 
Upon  Brigadier-Qeneral  Preston 


and  his  brigade  commanders,  Brigadier-General 
Grade  and  Colonels  Twigg  and  Kelly,  I  cannot 
bestow  higher  praise  than  to  say,  that  their  con- 
duct and  example  were  such  as  to  convert  a 
body  of  troops,  but  few  of  whom  had  before 
been  under  fire,  into  a  division  of  veterans  in 
their-  first  battle.  Stewart's  veterans  maintained 
the  reputation  they  had  won  on  many  fields. 
Preston's  troops  emulated  their  example  and 
equalled  them  in  merit 

The  recapitulation  of  the  heavy  losses  sus- 
tained in  both  divisions  is  a  sad  testimony  of 
the  soldierly  qualities  of  the  Burvivors.  Few 
troops,  who  have  suffered  so  heavily,  have  been 
victorious  on  the  field  of  their  losses.  But  the 
result  is  only  another  evidence  of  the  invincible 
spirit  of  our  people,  which,  under  the  guidance 
of  Providence,  must  finally  win  us  our  inde- 
pendence as  a  nation. 

I  am,  Colonel,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  B.  Bucknkb, 
Major-General,  lately  commanding  Bockner's  Oorpa. 

REPORT  OF  MAJOR  FRANK  PORTER. 

Headquarters  Bcgcksr's  Pirxmoar,  \ 
Nkas  Chattaxoooa,  Not.  10,  186&.  j 

To  Mmor  William  F.  Martin,  Assistant  Adju- 
tant-General: 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing* report  of  the  operations  of  the  artillery 
of  General  Buckner's  corps,  at  the  battle  of 
Chickamauga.  It  consisted  of  Williams'  bat- 
talion of  four  batteries ;  Leyden's  battalion  of 
three  batteries,  and  three  batteries  of  Major- 
Gencral  Stewart's  division,  acting  with  their 
brigades.  Leyden's  battalion  was  attached  to 
Brigadier-General  Preston's  division,  and  by  his 
order  one  battery  was  attached  to  each  of  his 
brigades. 

As  most  of  the  ground  over  which  the  battle 
was  fought  was  very  thickly  wooded,  we  could 
not  see  more  than  three  hundred  yards  to  the 
front,  consequently  could  very  seldom  use  artil- 
lery. For  uiis  reason  the  batteries  of  Major- 
Gen  eral  Stewart's  division  fired  but  a  few  shots, 
though  they  were  left  in  exposed  positions  and 
lost  between  twenty  and  thirty  horses.  Two  of 
the  batteries  of  Leyden's  battalion  were  eu- 
gaged  Saturday  and  Sunday,  but,  owing  to  the 
thickness  of  the  timber  and  undergrowth,  con- 
tinued but  a  short  time.  They  were  unable  to 
ascertain  the  damage  they  inflicted.  They  suf- 
fered but  a  slight  loss  themselves.  One  of  his 
batteries  (Jeffries')  was  held  on  the  extreme  left 
of  the  original  line  until  the  battle  ceased.  Wil- 
liams' battalion  was  kept  as  reserve,  and  on 
Saturday  morning  was  placed  in  position  on  the 
ridge  which  Preston's  division  occupied.  When 
Stewart's  division  was  carried  to  the  right  of  the 
line,  Brigadier-General  Mackall,  General  Bragg's 
chief  of  staff,  ordered  that  all  the  artillery  that 
could  be  spared  from  the  corps  should  be  placed 
in  the  position  just  vacated  by  General  Stewart* 
In  obedience  to  otdct^^oT  ^^\sscw&  to* 
directed  to  poat  two  oi  \n»\i*V\feTVfc* 
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remain  to  repel  any  assault  that  the  enemy's  in- 
fantry might  make.  He  remained  there  several 
hours'  part  of  the  time  under  a  heavy  artillery 
fire  which  he  could  not  return,  as  our  fuses  are 
so  uncertain  that  ho  would  have  run  the  risk  of 
killing  our  own  men  by  firing  over  their  heads. 
He  remained  there  till  about  sundown,  when  he 
was  moved  back  to  his  former  position,  where 
he  remained  till  the  left  made  its  move  to  the 
front  and  right  on  Sunday.  He  was  then  ordered 
to  leave  Baxters  battery  to  assist  Jeffries  in 
holding  the  bluff  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  line, 
and  move  with  his  throe  other  batteries  in  rear 
of  Preston's  division.  After  getting  to  the  Chat- 
tanooga road,  he  was  placed  in  several  positions 
to  check  the  expected  moves  of  the  enemy,  but 
did  not  get  into  action  till  about  five  r.  m.  This 
was  when  Preston's  division  was  in  the  hottest 
of  the  fight,  and  the  enemy  was  crossing  the 
Chattanooga  road  in  large  numbers  to.  reinforce 
that  part  of  their  army  holding  the  hill  to  tho 
left.  Major  Williams  was  then  ordered  to  take 
position  about  a  thousand  yards  from  where 
they  were  crossing  and  open  fire  with  his  three 
batteries.  This  he  did,  with  great  execution, 
silencing  tho  enemy's  artillery,  cutting  off  the 
reinforcements,  and  enabling  tho  infantry  to  cap- 
ture between  live  and  six  hundred  prisoners. 
All  the  officers  and  men  acted,  whenever  they 
had  an  opportunity  of  doing  so,  with  courage 
and  coolness.  Enclosed  are  reports  of  tfie  bat- 
talion commanders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Frank  Porter, 

Major  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 

REPORT  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  A.  P.  STEWART. 

H&AIHll'ABTKKa  STEWART'S  DIVISION,  \ 

Nkar  Chattanooga,  Tbnx.,  October  15, 1863.  f 

Captain  J.  N.  G*dlaJter,  Assistant  A<Ijitta}il-Qen- 
eral: 

Sir:  This  division,  constituting  at  tho  time 
a  part  of  Buckuer's  corps,  with  tho  exception 
of  Johnson's  brigade  detached,  marched,  on 
Thursday  morning,  September  seventeenth,  1863, 
from  Lafayette,  Georgia,  in  the  direction  of  Chat- 
tanooga. We  bivouacked  fur  tho  night  on 
Peavine  Creek,  and  resumed  the  march  next 
morning  with  Bate's  brigade  in  front,  Clayton's 
following,  and  Brown's  in  rear,  the  column  tak- 
ing the  direction  to  Thedford's  Ford  on  the  West 
Ghickamauga.  Arriving  during  the  afternoon 
of  Friday,  the  eighteenth,  within  a  mile  or  less 
of  the  ford,  Major-General  Buckner  directed 
me  to  occupy  the  high  ground  in  its  vicinity, 
commanding  the  approaches  to  it,  but  not  to 
bring  on  an  engagement  with  the  enemy,  who 
were  near  at  hand,  unless  necessary.  With  the 
aid  of  Major  Noequct,  of  the  engineers,  Bate's 
and  Clayton's  brigades,  with  their  batteries, 
were  placed  in  position  on  tho  wooded  heights, 
respectively,  below  and  above  tho  ford,  Brown's 
being  drawn  up  in  reserve  in  rear  of  Clayton's. 
The  Eufala  battery,  Captain  Oliver  commanding, 
and  Caswell's  battalion  of  BbaTpaYtootexs,  VAXv 
of  Bate's  brigade,  opened  fire  upon.  l\vo  enemy 


I.  -■  5 


in  the  direction  of  Alexander's 
soon  retired.   Three  companies  in 
brigade  were  then  sent  across  the  i 
occupy,  as  skirmishers,  a  wooded  hill  by4 
and  after  nightfall  his  entire  brigade  ami. 

Early  Saturday  morning,  the  unetMa^fr 
other  two  brigades  passed  on,  tod  food* 
rear  of  Clayton's.   The  command 
coming  up  soon  after,  and  receiving  irtfrosfc 
that  the  troops  which  had  crossed  tht  mm 
lower  down  nad  advanced  andestaKMsdli 
line  in  front  of  and  nearly  at  right  aa^ 
to  Preston's,  whose  division  had  puud  k 
stream  above,  and  was  then  on  mykl\GasJ 
Buckner  directed  me  to  move  forward  wd  as 
on  the  left  of  this  line.   This  was  dW,bft 
forming  on  the  left  of  McXair,  wkrc  kpi 
constituted  part  of  an  impromnta  dims,*! 
mauded  by  Brigadier-General  ft,  R  kim, 
Brown,  and  Bate  in  rear.    Preetoni  dinaa 
was  then  formed  on  my  left,  also  in  thretis 
all  fronting  nearly  or  quite  to  the  west  tii 
in  this  position 'the  Eufala  battery  (thwat 
rifled  guns)  was  sent  forward  by  Gt noil  U 
ner's  order,  as  I  was  informed,  and  opsWfa 
on  the  enemy's  position  in  front  Tbt  aaw 
replied  with  shell  and,,  round  shot,  vwdsf * 
few  of  our  men.   A  subsequent  chingtsi 
also  by  order  of  General  Buckner,  tvm  a  I 
space  equal  to  brigade  front  directly  to  thtnt* 
Soon  after  making  this  change  of  pw^m 
as  I  supposed,  near  noon,  Major  PoUockiLl* 
brought  me  an  order  from  the  comnundhtG* 
oral  to  move  to  tho  point  where  firing  had  a* 
menced,  which  seemed  to  be  a  conaideriifefe- 
tanco  to  the  right,  and  somewhat  1 1  theitW 
us.   Before  moving  I  went  to  Qeneraltaft 
himself,  who  was  near  by,  in  order  to 
specific  directions.  He  informed  me  tlial  WiM 
was  engaged  on  the  right,  was  much  eut%*i 
the  enemy  threatening  to  turn  his  fbxit;  4s 
General  Polk  was  in  command  on  that  vug,* 
that  I  must  be  governed  by  circumrtaica 
Moving  by  the  right  flank  in  the  direction  d& 
cated,  from  half  a  mile  to  a  mile,  we  arrived  nee 
a  corn-field,  beyond  which  the  heaviest  firiot 
was  heard.   Messengers  were  sent  in  staidi  J 
General  Polk,  but  without  success  and  farj| 
to  lose  too  much  time,  I  determined  to  wAi 
upon  the  cnomy  arosa  the  corn-field.  Lienteuti 
W.  B.  Richmond,  Aid  to  General  Polk,  confined 
me  iu  this  design.   He  came  up  in  search  of  to 
General  himself,  and  told  me  that,  fromwhaxht 
knew  of  the  nature  of  the  ground  and  situa&a 
of  the  enemy,  a  better  point  at  which  to  attack 
them  could  not  be  found.    Accordingly r  Briga- 
dier-General Clayton  was  directed  to  advance, 
and  it  is  but  just  to  this  excellent  officer  and  his 
fine  brigade  to  say  that  they  moved  furward  to 
this,  their  first  engagement,  with  great  spirit 
and  alacrity,  and  in  admirable  order.  Major 
Hatcher,  of  my  staff,  was  sent  with  them  to 
bring  me  intelligence,  and  I  followed  mynJf 
until  overtaken  by  an  Aid  of  Brigauior-Gtriw  rai 
*  ^ro&A3fe'%  d\N\aiau^whu  infirmcd 
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j  40Dsmy  on  its  left,  its  battery  captured,  and 
i  ^General  needed  aid.  Passing  a  short  dis- 
i  towards  the  left,  and  meeting  General 
■V^ri^nt,  he  informed  me  that  Lib  brigade 
TT^*  fallen  back,  leaving  his  battery  in  the 
^uadf  of  the  enemy.  This,  at  least,  was  the 
nlwtBuce  of  what  he  said,  according  to  my 
^collection.  Brigadier-General  Brown  was  im- 
MBflf  ntrlj  ordered  to  advance,  and,  soon  after, 
t"  was  discovered  that  Clayton's  brigade  had 
rued  to  the  16ft  and  was  moving  forward  in 
□ront  After  a  severe  engagement  of  near 
lioux,  during  which  he  sustained  a  loss  of 
irijr  four  hundred  officers  and  men,  General 
l^yton  withdrew  to  replenish  his  exhausted 
aunitioi^and  his  place  was  supplied  by  Gen- 
Browu.  This  gallant  officer  with  his  vet- 
command  advanced  rapidly,  driving  the 
JJJ^nay  before  them  several  hundred  yards 
"^QUgt  a  dense  undergrowth,  and  routing  his 
liiie,  driving  it  back  upon  liis  second,  which 
posted  on  a  slight  ridge,  and  su])portod  by 
***Jl^T-y.  Advancing  upon  this  line,  under  a 
fire  from  all  arms,  the  enemy  were  forced 
J?**1  ^/*^e  ridge,  wluch  was  occupied,  but  from 
rj*u>c*^  the  brigade  soon  withdrew,  in  eonse- 
•jErli^^  of  a  force  of  the  enemy  threatening  its 

passing  the  dense  undergrowth 
jg^O,  the  horses  were  killed  and 


men- 
gunners 


**tterv, 


from  several  field-pieces  opposite  the 
S^**"*  and  right  of  the  brigade.    Three  of  them. 
lJ?~I*<>under  rifled  brass  pieces,  were  brought  oft' 
1^  -Ueatenant  Anderson,  commanding  Dawson's 
^**^r)',and  two  others  by  other  troops  of  the 
^vUiou.   The  left  regiment  (Twenty-sixth  Ten- 
also  drove  the  enemy  from  another 
three  pieces  of  which  were  left  bo- 
J^een  the  opposing  lines,  but  were  not  brought 
The  brigade  sustained,  during  this  engage- 
ment, a  heavy  loss  in  officers  and  men.    It  being 
^Jecessary  to  relieve  Brown,  Bate's  brigade  was 
brought  up.  and  received  by  the  enemy  with 
68  hot  a  fire  as  had  successively  greeted  Clayton 
mad  Brown.   Attacking,  however,  with  their 
usual  impetuosity,  they  drove  the  enemy  back, 
forcing  him  to  withdraw  his  batteries  and  to 
abandon  one  position  after  another,  losing  and 
re-capturing  a  piece  of  artillery,  and  wresting 
from  him  the  flag  of  the  Fifty-first  Tennessee  re- 
giment, Wright's  brigade.    Clayton's  brigade 
being  again  brought  forward  as  a  support  to 
Bate,  the  two  pressed  on,  driving  the  enemy 
beyond  the  road  leading  to  Chattanooga.  Clay- 
ton's brigade,  with  a  portion  of  Bate's,  continued 
the  pursuit  for  half  a  mile  beyond  this  road, 
when,  in  consequence  of  threatening  movements 
on  the  right  and  left,  they  fell  back  leisurely 
about  sunset,  re-forming  on  tho  east  side  of  the 
road. 

In  these  charges  the  Fifteenth  and  Thirty- 
seventh  Tennessee  regiments,  Colonel  Tyler  com- 
manding, captured  four  pieces  of  artillery,  and 
Clayton's  brigade,  aided  by  the  Fifty-eighth  Ala- 
bama, of  Bate's  brigade  (Colonel  Bush  Jones 
commanding),  captured  three  pieces.  During 


the  whole  of  these  several  engagements  the  ene- 
my's fire  was  very  heavy  and  destructive,  and 
each  brigade  suffered  severely,  both  in  officers 
and  men.  Their  conduct  was  most  gratifying, 
and  needs  no  praise  from  me. 

As  the  result  of  the  afternoon  s  work,  to  which 
each  brigade  contributed  its  full  share,  I  claim 
that  we  rescued  the  battery  of  Wright's  brigade 
and  the  flag  of  one  of  his  regiments ;  that  twelve'' 
pieces  of  artillery  were  wrested  from  the  enemy, 
from  two  to  tim  e  hundred  prisoners  were  cap- 
tured and  several  hundred  stands  of  small  arms 
secured  and  sent  to  tho  rear,  and  the  enemy's 
line  pierced  near  its  centre  and  driven  back 
beyond  the  Chattanooga  road.  Among  the  pris- 
oners was  Lieutenant-Colonel  Von  Schraden, 
Assistant  Inspector-General  on  the  staff  of  the 
Federal  General  Thomas.  Of  the  artillery  ac- 
tually captured,  I  am  unable  to  ascertain  "how 
many  pieces  were  ultimately  secured.  After 
night,  Major  Eldridge,  Chief  of  Artillery,  sent 
four  pieces  and  one  caisson  beyond  the  Chicka- 
mauga. 

The  men  being  exhausted,  and  night  approach- 
ing, after  distributing  ammunition.  Brown's  bri- 
gade was  formed  in  front,  facing  the  Chattanooga 
road  ;  Clayton  on  the  right  and  facing  in  that  di- 
rection, as  there  were  no  troops  of  ours  within 
half  a  mile  of  us  towards  the  right.  Bates  bri- 
gade on  the  left,  and  in  rear  of  Brown's.  During 
the  night  a  number  of  stragglers  from  the  ranks 
of  the  enemy  were  picked  up  and  sent  to  the 
rear  by  my  skirmishers  or  pickets.  I  should 
have  stated  that  owing  to  the  difficulties  of  the 
ground,  its  advantages  being  altogether  with  tLo 
enemy,  it  was  found  impracticable  to  use  artil- 
lery. During  the  night  the  enemy  were  heard 
constructing  defences,  and  moving  artillery 
towards  his  left. 

After  leaving  General  Bragg,  as  mentioned,  I 
saw  no  officer  whose  rank  was  superior  to  my 
own  for  the  rest  of  tho  day.  Having  been  sep- 
arated from  tho  corps  to  which  the  division 
was  attached,  a  staff  officer  was  sent  after  night 
— the  earliest  moment  practicable — to  report  to 
Major-General  Buckner,  who  directed  that  we 
should  remain  in  position  until  further  orders. 

Early  tho  next  morning,  twentieth,  Lieu  tenant- 
General  ljongstreet,who  had  arrived  diuing  the 
night,  came  to  see  me,  and  informed  me  that  I 
would  receive  my  orders  on  that  day  directly 
from  him,  that  the  attack  was  to  commence  on 
our  extreme  right  at  daylight,  was  to  be  followed 
on  the  left,  and  gradually,  or  rather  successively, 
to  extend  to  the  centre,  and  that  I  should  move 
after  the  division  on  my  right  or  the  one  on  my 
left  had  moved,  according  to  circumstances.  Ap- 
prising him  of  the  fact  that  there  were  no 
troops  to  the  right,  at  least  within  a  half  mile, 
he  directed  me  to  move  something  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  in  that  direction.  This  was 
done,  Browns  brigade  forming  on  tho  front  lino 
on  the  crest  of  a  slight  ridge,  and  constructing 
a  breastwork  of  logs ;  Clayton's  a  few  hundred 
vards  in  rear,  on  a  \roa\\c\  TY&^mVfc^-wSfcL 
his  left  resting  on  bkw\\&  t\^L\.1<\&Oq&&  ssiNkkA- 
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ing  obliquely  to  the  right  and  rear,  to  prevent 
the  enemy  from  hurninff  our  position,  it  having 
been  ascertained  that  the  right  wing  was  a  very 
considerable  distance  to  our  rear.  My  division 
was  the  right  of  the  left  wing  commanded  by 
Lieutciiant-Gcneral  Longstreet,  and  McNair's 
brigade  was  on  the  left  of  Brown's.  Subse- 
t  quently  Wood's  brigade,  of  Cleburne's  division, 
was  formed  on  tho  right,  and  in  prolongation  of 
Brown's,  and  about  nine  A.M.,  Deshler's  was 
formed  on  the  right  of  Bate's. 

In  the  meantime,  a  heavy  fire  was  opened  up- 
on us  from  tho  enemy's  batteries  in  our  immedi- 
ate front,  and  but  a  few  hundred  yards  distant, 
by  which  some  losses  were  occasioned.  At 
length,  about  eleven  a.m.,  Major  Lee,  of  General 
Bragg's  staff,  came  to  me  with  an  order  to  ad- 
vance at  once  and  attack  the  enemy.  I  informed 
him  what  orders  had  previously  been  received, 
and  that  no  attack  had  been  made  on  my  right 
He  replied  that  tikmeral  Bragg  had  directed  him 
to  pass  along  the  lines  and  give  the  order  to 
every  division  commander  to  move  upon  the 
enemy  immediately.  Accordingly,  I  arranged 
with  General  Wood  that  ho  should  advance  with 
Brown,  whicn  was  done  without  delay.  Clayton 
was  moved  up  immediately  to  Brown's  position, 
and  Bate's  right  thrown  forward  to  bring  him 
on  line  with  Clayton,  when  they  also  advanced 
to  be  within  supporting  distance  of  Brown  and 
Wood.  For  several  hundred  yards  both  lines 
pressed  on  under  tho  most  terrible  fire  it  has 
ever  been  my  fortune  to  witness.  The  enemy 
retired,  and  our  men,  though  mowed  down  at 
every  step,  rushed  on  at  double-quick,  until  at 
length  the  brigade  on  the  right  of  Brown  broke 
in  confusion,  exposing  him  to  an  enfilade  fire. 
He  continued  on,  however,  some  fifty  to  seventy- 
five  yards  further,  when  his  two  right  regiments 
gave  way  in  disorder,  and  retired  to  their  orig- 
inal position.  His  centre  and  left,  however, 
foDowed  by  the  gallant  Clayton  and  indomitable 
Bate,  pressed  on,  passing  the  corn-field  in  front 
of  the  burnt  house,  and  to  a  distance  of  two  to 
three  hundred  yards  beyond  the  Chattanooga 
road,  driving  the  enemy  within  his  line  of  in- 
trenchmeuts,  and  passing  a  battery  of  four  guns, 
which  were  afterwards  taken  possession  of  by 
a  regiment  from  another  division.  Here,  new 
batteries  being  opened  by  the  enemy  on  our 
front  and  flank,  heavily  supported  by  infantry,  it 
became  necessary  to  retire,  the  command  re-form- 
ing on  the  ground  occupied  before  the  advance. 


During  this  charge,  which  was  truly 
our  loss  was  severe.  Several  valuable  <hm 
were  killed  and  wounded.  Generals  Brand 
Clayton  were  each  struck  by  spent  grip*,  I* 
porarily  disabling  the  former,  and  Geunllfc 
and  several  of  his  staff  had  their  bona  ki( 
the  second  lost  by  General  Bate  that  Bonk 
After  remaining  long  enough  to  re/oa  4 
lines,  to  replenish  ammunition  and  rett  fern 
the  command  again  advanced  to  the  cjtfi 
mentioned  above,  then  moved  by  therighlM 
until  it  formed  across  a  ridge  which  akM 
obliquely  to  the  front  and  right  Tbeoa 
were  still  in  position  behind  a  bresttvoni 
logs,  a  few  hundred  yards  in  front  of  q»J 
General  Bucknor  coming  up,  I  understood  ft 
be  his  wish  that  I  should  not  then  staiftt 
go  forward,  but  to  await  orders. 

In  the  meantime  a  severe  straggle  wvpty 
on  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  field\in 
of  which,  near  the  Chattanooga  road, stood  Lty 
house. 

About  five  p.  m.  an  order  reached  w^s 
officer  of  General  Longstreet's  Btaff.towmfc 
ward  upon  the  enemy.   Browne  brinde,* 
commanded  by  Colonel  Cook,  of  the  fonty* 
ond  Tennessee,  was  directed  to  support 
artillery  placed  in  position  on  a  hill  in  thi«» 
field  to  our  left,  and  Clayton's  and  Bate's  ■> 
gades,  in  the  order  named,  advanced  withate 
and  at  a  double-quick  upon  the  enemy's  defcta 
The  enemy  gave  way,  utterly  routed;  w» 
dashed  over  their  breastworks,  pursuing  to  ■ 
edge  of  the  open  ground  or  field  aroui* 
"  Kelly  house,'*  where  we  halted,  capturiigto*  1 
or  four  hundred  prisoners,  among  wh*** 
Major  Beattie,  of  the  regular  army.  A  jris* 
brought  up  before  the  charge  was  made,** 
that  the  position  was  held  by  the  divisumolfc 
Federal  General  Reynolds.   The  Eubkfatfta] 
was  brought  up  and  fired  the  last  shot*  at  I 
retreating  foe,  who,  being  taken  in  flank  byi 
attack,  fled  from  their  position  in  front  of 1 
division  on  our  right 

During  the  nigfit  and  next  morning  mt 
thousand  stands  of  small  arms,  accoutres! 
&c,  and  a  large  quantity  of  ammunition,  i 
collected  by  my  division,  a  large  portw 
which  was  removed  by  our  ordnance  wagw 

Our  total  loss  in  the  three  brigades  dt 
Friday  afternoon,  Saturday  and  Sunday,  v, 
follows,  viz. : 


I 


Brown's,  , 

Bale's,  

Clayton's  

Dawson's  Battery,. . . . 

Enfala  Battery,  

Humphrey*1  Battery,. 
Emsort  Cbmpany,  


120 
132 
94 
8 
8 


1.820 
1,086 
1,352 
62 
108 


60 
66 

86 
1 
1 
\ 


4tt  I 

616  | 

685  | 

»  i. 


4 

U 
13 
8 


480  I  : 

60S  I  \ 

63*  ,  i 

7  '.. 

14  l... 
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ng  these  were  several  officers  of  eminent 
ind  services,  whose  names  are  mentioned 
report*  of  brigade  commanders.  I  desire 
rem  my  high  appreciation  of  Brigadier- 
Js  Brown,  Sate,  and  Clayton,  and  of  their 
ttve  commands.  Representing  the  three 
of  Alabama,  Georgia,  and  Tennessee,  they 
ith  each  other  in  deeds  of  high  and  noble 

The  Confederacy  has  nowhere  braver 
its  led  by  more  skilful  commanders  It 
to  the  several  members  of  my  staff  that  I 
acknowledge  my  obligations  for  their  in- 
le  services,  and"  record  my  estimate  of 
ersonal  bearing  and  conduct  in  the  field. 
«r  R.  A.  Hatcher,  A.  A.  General,  than 
there  is  not  a  more  active  or  faithful 
in  the  service,  displayed  throughout  his 
ntelligence,  promptness,  and  cool  courage. 
John  C.  Thompson,  A.  I.  General,  and 
oant  8.  H.  Cahal,  A.  A.  and  I.  General, 
xmspicuous  for  their  zeal  and  disregard 
ger.  Major  J.  W.  Mdridge,  Chief  of  Ar- 

discharged  his  duties  with  energy  and 
ringing  the  artillery  into  play,  on  the  few 
us  where  it  was  practicable,  with  judg- 
ed success.  My  two  Aids,  Lieutenants 
>ld  Ridley,  Jr.,  and  R.Caruthers  Stewart, 

very  young  men,  and  the  latter  under 
the  first  time,  behaved  with  commenda- 
larrtry. 

ktarday,  I  was  also  well  served  by  Mr. 
S.  Hatcher,  a  volunteer  Aid,  and  private 
tf.  House,  a  clerk  in  the  Adjutaut-Gen- 
>ffice.  To  Chief  Surgeon  G.  B.  Thornton, 
e  Medical  Inspector,  Dr.  G.  W.  Burton,  I 
Lebted  for  the  good  care  of  the  wounded, 
tie  excellent  hospital  arrangements  pro- 

under  their  supervision,  and  for  .their 
itting  attention  to  their  duties.  Under  the 
anient  of  Captain  J.  W.  Stewart,  Ordnance 
',  supplies  of  ammunition  were  always 
'tly  at  hand  when  needed,  and  affairs  were 
ed  to  my  entire  satisfaction  in  their  re- 
re  departments,  by  Majors  John  A.  Lau- 
e,  Acting  Quartermaster,  and  J.  D.  Cross, 
•  Commissary  of  Subsistence,  who  arc 

the  most  faithful  and  energetic  officers 
x  branches  of  service, 
thanks  are  due  to  Captain  H.  L.  Foule, 
nding  my  escort,  and  who  acted  as  my 
d  to  the  officers  and  men  of  his  admirable 
ay,  for  their  intelligence,  activity,  and 
I  have  never  required  a  service  from  the 
ay,  nor  from  any  member  of  it,  that  was 
rformed  to  my  entire  satisfaction.  In  con- 
i,  I  desire  to  express  my  humble  but  most 
d  acknowledgments  to  Almighty  God 

signal  success  that  crowned  our  arms. 
7  outnumbered  as  we  were  by  a  skilful 
itermined  foe,  our  own  strong  arms  and 
earte  could  never  have  secured  to  us  the 
r  without  the  Divine  favor.  Let  all  the 
be  ascribed  to  His  holy  name, 
osing  with  this  the  reports  of  brigade 
gimental  commanders,  to  which  I  beg  to 
?r  details  and  for  the  names  of  those  in 


their  respective  commands  who  entitled  them- 
selves to  special  mention, 
I  am,  Captain,  very  re 

Your  obedient  servant, 
Alexander  P.  Stewart, 

Major-General. 

The  credit  of  rescuing  Games'  battery,  of 
Wright's  brigade,  is  due  to  Brown's  Brigade. 
The  flag  of  the  Fifty-first  Tennessee  regiment 
was  recaptured  by  Bate's  brigade. 

Alex.  P.  Stewart, 

Major-General. 

REPORT  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  &  F.  CHEATHAM. 

Headquarters,  Cheatham's  DmaoH,  Pole's  Cohfb,  ) 
Abut  or  TExiraasEE,  Gamp  Peestojt  Smith,  before  Chat-  I 
xaxoooa,  October  20th,  1898.  ) 

Lieutenant-  Colonel  George  Wm.  Brent,  Assistant- 
Adjutanl-Oeneral  Army  of  Tennessee : 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  ac- 
tion of  my  command  at  the  battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga,  and  in  the  subsequent  affair  resulting  in 
the  occupation  of  Missionary  Ridge : 

The  division  was  composed  of  Jackson's  bri- 
gade, Brigadier-General  John  K.  Jackson ;  Man- 
ey's  brigade,  Brigadier-General  George  Maney; 
Smith's  brigade,  Brigadier-General  Preston 
Smith ;  Wright's  brigade,  Brigadier-General  M. 
J.  Wright;  Strahl's  brigade,  Brigadier-General 
0.  F.  Strahl ;  Stanford's  battery  of  four  guns, 
Captain  T.  J.  Stanford :  Carries  battery  of  four 
guns,  Captain  W.  W.  Carnes ;  Scoggins'  battery 
of  four  guns,  Captain  J.  Scoggins ;  Scott's  bat- 
tery of  four  guns,  First-Lieutenaut  John  Marsh 
commanding ;  and  Smith's  battery  of  four  guns, 
First-Lieutenant  William  B.  Turner  command- 
ing. 

In  obedience  to  orders  from  Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral  Polk,  I  crossed  Chickamauga  Crock  at 
Hunt's  Ford,  on  the  nineteenth  September,  at 
seven  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  moved  my  command. by 
the  flank  in  a  northern  direction,  formed  my 
Hne  of  battle,  and  awaited  orders. 

At  eleven  o'clock  a.  m.,  I  received  orders  di- 
rect from  the  General  commanding  the  army, 
through  Lieutenant  Parker,  of  his  staff,  to  move 
to  the  extreme  right  of  our  line,  to  the  support 
of  Major-General  Walker,  whose  division  liad 
been  tor  some  time  warmly  engaged,  and  who 
reported  himself  as  being  heavily  pressed  by 
the  superior  numbers  of  the  enemy,  who,  sub- 
sequent events  disclosed,  had,  or  was  at  this 
time  concentrating  the  bulk  of  his  forces  on 
our  right  and  in  front  of  Major-General  Walk- 
er's command.  Moving  rapidly  by  the  right 
flank,  I  reached  the  road  leading  from  Alexan- 
der's Bridge,  and  at  once  formed  my  command 
immediately  in  rear  of  Major-General  Walker's 
line  of  battle— Jackson's  brigade  on  the  right, 
Smith's  in  the  centre,  and  Wright's  brigade  on 
the  left,  the  whole  line  supported  by  Maney's 
and  Strahl's  brigades,  which  were  held  as  re- 
serves. About  twelve  o'clock,  m.,  I  save  the 
order  to  advance,  at  the  gam*  \\m^ 
several  brigade  cxmmMMMle>Ta  ^aak  \J&sm>^*&to> 
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support  on  the  right  or  left  flank,  and,  after  pro- 
ceeding about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards,  the 
line  encountered  the  enemy  advancing  rapidly  in 
heavy  force  in  pursuit  of  the  retiring  columns  of 
Major-Goneral  Walker.  The  left  and  centre  of 
Jackson  at  once,  and  in  a  few  momenta  thereaf- 
ter the  entire  line,  became  engaged,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  checking  the  advance  of  the  enemy, 
and  handsomely  drove  him  back,  with  heavy- 
loss,  to  the  distance  of  about  three-fourths  of  a 
mile,  where  he  took  shelter  behind  his  breast- 
works, and,  assisted  by  the  arrival  of  heavy 
reinforcements,  checked  the  f  urther  advance  of 
,  my  line.  Without  support  either  on  my  right  or 
left  and  after  a  severe  engagement  of  two  hours, 
I  directed  the  three  brigades  to  retire  for  re-form- 
ation, and  ordered  Generals  Mancy  and  Strahl  to 
occupy  and  hold  the  positions  vacated  by  Jack- 
son and  Smith  and  make  no  attempt  to  advance. 
Reaching  the  positions  assigned  them,  Maney's 
and  Straw's  brigades  were  attacked  in  front  and 
on  both  flanks,  bv  the  superior  numbers  of  the 
enemy,  and  forced  to  retire  and  take  position  in 
rear  of  Jackson's  and  Smith's  brigades,  which 
were  moved  forward  in  the  position  held  before 
the  advance,  and  on  the  right  and  left  of  Turner's 
battery.  The  enemy,  flushed  with  a  supposed 
victory,  boldly  advanced  upon  my  line,  and,  com- 
ing within  short  range,  was  checked  and  forced 
back  in  disorder  by  tnc  well  directed  discharges 
of  shell  ami  canister  from  the  guns  of  Tur- 
ner's battory.  I  made  no  effort  to  advance  my 
line  after  this  success,  for  the  reason  that  the 
enemv's  dispositions  on  my  right  and  left  flank, 
and  from  information  derived  from  prisoners 
captured,  satisfied  me  that  the  entire  corps  of 
tho  Federal  General  Thomas,  reinforced  by  the 
divisions  of  Vancleve  and  Palmer,  were  in  my 
front  I  deemed  it  prudent,  therefore,  to  sim- 
ply hold  my  position,  and  await  the  arrival  of  re- 
inforcements. The  result  of  this  engagement  of 
about  three  hours'  duration,  against  such  heavy 
odds,  with  both  flanks  exposed,  was,  that  my 
command  successfully  checked  the  advance  of 
the  enemy,  whose  purpose  seemed  to  be  to  seize 
the  crossing  of  the  Chickaniauga  at  Alexander's 
Bridge  and  Hunt's  Ford.  This  result  was  attend- 
ed with  a  heavy  loss  of  officers  and  men,  as  is 
attested  by  the  long  list  of  casualties  heretofore 
furnished  to  the  commanding  General,  and  by  nu- 
merous exhibitions  of  good  conduct  on  the  part 
of  officers  and  men,  particular  mention  of  which 
is  made  in  the  reports  of  the  several  brigade 
commanders,  which  are  herewith  forwarded.  I 
cannot,  however,  forbear  to  refer  to  the  impor- 
tant service  rendered  by  Lieutenant  William  B. 
Turner,  commanding  battery.  Posted  on  an 
elevation  commanding  the  approach  of  the  ene- 
my, he  used  his  advantage  with  great  effect,  and 
displayed  a  degree  of  efficiency  in  the  service 
of  his  guns  highly  commendable  to  himself,  his  i 
officers,  and  men,  and  accomplished  a  result  the 
importance  of  which  it  is  difficult  to  estimate. 
Three  pieces  of  Scoggins*  battery  were  at  the 
same  time  engaged,  and  rendered  exedtart.  ser- 
vice. 


Jackson  8  brigade,  during  this  enppssx 
took  from  the  enemy  three  pieces  of  huiflsj 
and  sent  them  to  the  rear.  Scoggua'  h% 
of  this  brigade,  in  retiring,  under  orim,M 
the  horses  of  one  piece  and  one  cairn  daii 
and  left  them  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  \ 
piece  and  caisson  were,  however,  ratals) 
recaptured. 

Wright's  brigade,  occupying  the  extawl 
of  my  line,  after  a  sharp  conflict  of  tahnf 
duration,  was  found  to  be  exposed  to  m 
fire  on  the  left  flank  and  forced  Id  rti 
CarncS'  battery,  doing  duty  with  this  trips, 
after  losing  one  half  of  its'men  and  horsey 
abandoned  on  the  field,  but  the  enemy  v*» 
ble  to  remove  the  guns,  and  they  weren^ 
tured,  uninjured,  in  tho  advance  of  the 
day. 

At  six  o'clock  p.  m.,  the  division  of  lb* 
General  Cleburne  arrived  on  the  field,  nd.w 
my  command,  was  ordered  by  lienttoDtfe 
eral  Polk  to  attack  the  enemy  at  once,  Mrs 
tire  command  advanced,  under  a  heavy  hi 
musketry  for  about  six  hundred  yard*,  the • 
my  yielding  and  giving  way  at  onr  appwa 
At  this  point*  orders  were  given  to  awv 
further  advance  and  the  firing  abruptly  wri, 
when  my  lines  were  re-formed  and  thei&iK 
bivouacked  in  line  of  battle. 

In  this  night  attack,  Jackson's  and  8s»» 
brigades  only,  of  my  command,  encounterti* 
enemy.   Three  hundred  of  the  enemy  w 
captured  by  Smiths  brigade  and  sent  to B 
rear,  and  the  colors  of  the  SeventMW* 
Pennsylvania  regimeut  were  captured  by  W*1 
nel,  now  Brigadier-General  A.  J.  Vaughn,  Jr.  t 
was  in  this  night  attack  that  Brigadier-Gafli 
Preston  Smith,  of  Tennessee,  received  bkifr 
tal  wound,  from  which  he  died  in  fifty  nana* 
At  tho  head  of  his  noble  brigade,  of  which 
had  been  the  commander,  as  Colonel  and  Brip 
dier-Gencral  for  two  years  and  a  half,  he  fe3  a 
the  performance  of  what  he  himself,  with  til 
expiring  breath,  simply  said  was  his  duty.  A> 
five,  energetic,  and  brave,  with  a  rare  fitnes 
to  command,  full  of  honorable  ambition,  in  per- 
fect harmony  with  the  most  elevated  patriuiw, 
the  whole  country  will  mourn  his  nil  and  to 
honor  to  his  memory.    Two  of  his  staff,  Cay-as 
John  Donelson,  acting  Assistant  AdjataiiT-Ga- 
eral,  and  Captain  Thomas  H.  Ring,  acting  Asi- 
de-Camp, both  officers  of  excellent  merit. 
killed  within  a  few  minutes  of  General  Smith. 

During  the  night  of  the  nineteenth  Septeo 
ber,  I  was  notified  by  Lieutenant-General  Pott 
that  the  attack  would  be  renewed  at  daytteht. 
My  command  was  already  formed  and  in  "expec- 
tation of  orders  to  advance  at  the  appointed 
hour,  but,  for  reasons  thus  unknown  tn  me,D° 
advance  was  made  until  nine  o'clock,  a.  *■ 
When  in  the  act  of  advancing  my  line,  I  dis- 
covered that  my  front  was  partially  covered  hr 
Major-General  Stewarts  division,  and,  wnnfr 
nicating  the  fact  in  person  to  the  General  com- 
thk\&\\\%  \ta  %x\H>j        Vy^  him  directed  not  to 
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•  command,  except  Jackson's  bri- 
dged in  the  active  operations  of 
September,  until  the  hour  of  six 

»n  o'clock,  a.  M.,  of  the  twentieth 
igadier-General  Jackson  received 
le  General  commanding  the  army 
pport  of  Lieutenant-general  Hill, 
it  of  the  action  of  this  brigade, 
d  from  my  command,  your  atten- 
1  to  the  report  of  Brigadier-Gen- 

ck,  p.  m.,  I  received  orders  "to  pro- 
command  to  the  extreme  right  of 
5  I  remained  until  six.  p.  m.,  when 
ance  of  the  whole  line  was  or- 
>n's  brigade,  on  the  left  of  General 
now  actively  engaged,  and  his 
eing  nearly  exhausted,  General 
is  brigade,  was  ordered  to  rejjeve 
9  brigade  was  ordered  to  form  on 
and  to  advance  with  the  entire 
notion.  These  brigades  encoun- 
ht  resistance.  The  enemy,  now 
i  at  all  points,  yielded  the  field 
in  disorder. 

3ck,  p.  m.,  on  the  twenty-first,  I 
imand  in  the  direction  of  Chicka- 
,  and  bivouacked  for  the  night 
Mission  House,  on  Chickamauga 

morning  of  the  following  day,  I 
by  Lieutenant-General  Polk  to 
direction  of  Chattanooga,  and 
foot  of  Missionary  Ridge  at  ten 
!  soon  ascertained  that  the  enemy 
rest  of  the  ridge  in  force.  After 
pessary  reconnoissances,  Maney's 
right,  and  Smith's  on  the  left — 
now  commanded  by  Colonel  A.  J. 
e  deployed  and  ordered  to  carry 
ieid  by  the  enemy,  which  was 
>irited  engagement  of  a  few  min- 
iion  was  found  to  be  one  of  much 
h,  increased  by  breastworks  made 
Hen  timber ;  but  the  enemy,  now 
r  a  succession  of  disasters,  made 
sistance,  and  fled  in  great  baste, 
g  this  report,  I  beg  to  mention  an 
nd  heroism  on  the  part  of  Colonel 
of  the  Twenty-eighth  Tennessee 
During  the  engagement  of  the 
regiment*  exposed  to  a  close  and 
rered  for  a  moment,  and  seemed 
of  falling  back,  when  the  intrepid 
the  colors  of  his  regiment,  and, 
3  front,  called  his  men  to  follow 
[  by  his  heroic  example,  the  regi- 
l  on  the  colors,  and  at  once  recov- 
md  they  had  lost  Whilst  the 
i  the  hands  of  Colonel  Stanton, 
ced  thirty  times  by  the  enemy's 

of  my  staff— Major  James  D.  Por- 
nt  Aclju tan t-General ;  Major  John 
tnt  Adjutant-General ;  Major  Me- 


lancthon  Smith,  Chief  of  Artillery ;  Major  Joseph 
Vaux,  Jr.,  Assistant  Adjutant-General ;  Captain 
Thomas  F.  Henry.  Assistant  Inspector-General ; 
Dr.  P.  Rice,  Chief  Surgeon ;  Lieutenant  F.  H. 
McNairy,  Aid-de-Camp ;  Lieutenant  J.  Webb 
Smith,  Aid-de-Camp ;  Major  S.  H.  Brooks  and  A. 
L.  Robertson,  volunteer  Aids-de-Camp ;  Major 
John  A.  Cheatham,  Chief  of  Ordnance;  Major 
G.  V.  Young,  Chief  Quartermaster ;  Major  B.  J. 
Butler,  Chief  Commissary — all  deserve  honorable 
mention  for  the  proper  performance  of  the  du- 
ties assigned  them. 

My  escort — Company  G,  Second  Georgia 
cavalry,  Captain  T.  M.  Merritt — were,  under  my 
orders,  employed  in  collecting  the  small  arms 
abandoned  by  the  enemy,  and  deserve  honorable 
mention  for  the  industrious  performance  of  their 
duty. 

Respectfully,  Colonel, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
B.  F.  Cheatham, 

Major-General,  commanding. 

REPORT  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  JOHN  C.  BRECKINRIDGE. 

HE1DQU4OTXRS  BRECHNBJDGX'8  DtVBBOS.  HlLL'9  COSFI,  ) 

October,  1868.  J 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Archer  Anderson,  Assistant 
Adjutant-  General : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  oper- 
ations of  my  division  in  the  battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga, on  the  nineteenth  and  twentieth  of 
September  last : 

It  was  composed  of  the  Second,  Fourth,  Sixth 
and  Ninth  Kentucky,  and  Forty-first  Alabama 
regiments,  with  Cobb's  battery,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Brigadier-General  B.  H.  Helm;  the 
Thirteenth,  Twentieth,  Sixteenth,  Twenty-fifth 
and  Nineteenth  Louisiana;  Thirty-second  Ala- 
bama, and  Austin's  battalion  of  sharpshooters, 
with  Slocomb's  battery  (Fifth  Washington  artil- 
lery}, under  the  command  of  Brigadier-General 
Daniel  Adams;  the  First,  Third  and  Fourth 
Florida;  Forty-seventh  Georgia  and  Sixtieth 
North  Carolina  regiments,  with  Mabane's  bat- 
tery, under  the  command  of  Brigadier-General 
M.  A.  Stovall.  My  effective  strength  was,  of 
enlisted  men,  three  thousand  three  hundred  and 
ninety-five.  Total,  three  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  sixty-nine. 

At  daylight  of  the  eighteenth,  my  command 
moved  from  Oatlett's  Gap  and  that  neighborhood, 
in  the  Pigeon  Mountain,  and  the  same  afternoon 
took  position  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Chick- 
amauga, near  Glass's  Mills,  and  composed  the 
extreme  left  of  the  infantry  of  the  army.  I 
immediately  threw  the  Second  Kentucky  across 
the  ford  to  skirmish  with  the  enemy  and  reveal 
his  position,  the  Sixth  Kentucky  being  placed  in 
close  supporting  distance  at  the  mill.  Adams' 
brigade  was  sent,  by  order  of  Lieutenant-General 
Hill,  to  a  ford  a  mile  and  a-half  above,  where  the 
enemy,  as  the  cavalry  reported,  threatened  to 
cross.  It  was  so  late  when  these  dispositions 
were  made  that  nothing  satisfactory  was  devel- 
oped that  night. 

On  the  morning  oi       Tunfitoaoii^  ^&&roafib* 
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with  to  or  guns,  Cobb,  with  two,  and  the  re- 
mainder of  Helm's  brigade,  wore  moved  across 
Glass's  Ford  to  ascertain  the  position  of  the 
enemy,  while  the  two  rifled  pieces  of  Slocomb's 
battery,  under  Lieutenant  Vaught,  took  position 
on  a  bluff  upon  the  east  side  of  the  stream.  An 
artillery  engagement  ensued,  much  to  our  advan- 
tage, until  the  enemy,  who  occupied  the  better 
position,  brought  forward  a  number  of  heavy 
guns  and  showed  the  greater  weight  of  metal. 
.  While  the  engagement  was  progressing,  I 
received  an  order  from  Lieutenant-General  Hill 
to  withdraw  my  command,  if  it  could  be  done 
without  too  great  peril,  and  take  position  about 
three  miles  south  of  Leo  and  Gordon's  Mill,  on  the 
road  loading  from  Chattanooga  to  Lafayette,  and 
so  as  to  cover  the  approach  to  that  road  from 
Glass's  Mill  and  the  ford  above,  leaving  a  regi- 
ment and  section  of  artillery  to  observe  those 
crossings. 

The  movement  was  made  in-  good  order,  Col- 
onel Dilworth,  with  the  First  and  Third  (consoli- 
dated) Florida  and  a  section  of  Cobb's  Dattery, 
being  loft  in  observation.  Our  casualties,  which 
fell  upon  Slocomb,  Cobb,  and  Helm,  were  twenty- 
two  killed  and  wounded.  The  loss  of  the  enemy 
in  killed  .alone,  as  shown  by  an  examination  of 
the  ground  after  the  twentieth,  was  nearly  equal 
to  the  sum  of  our  casualties.  Although  the 
enemy  was  in  considerable  strength  at  the  fords 
above  referred  to,  the  result  showed  that  it  was 
a  covering  force  to  columns  passing  down  the 
valley  to  unite  with  the  centre  and  left  of  his 
army.  Soon  after  taking  up  the  new  position, 
I  was  ordered  to  relieve  Brigadier-General  Pat- 
ton  Anderson's  division,  which  was  facing  the 
enemy  opposite  Leo  and  Gordon's  Mill.  The 
troops  marched  rapidly,  yet  it  was  late  in  the 
afternoon  before  this  movement  was  completed. 
The  division  was  hardly  in  position  when  I 
received  an  order  from  the  General  commanding 
the  army  to  move  to  the  right,  cross  the  Chick- 
amauga  at  a  point  further  down,  and  occupy  a 
position  to  be  indicated.  The  division  crossed 
at  Alexander's  Bridge,  and  arriving,  between  ten 
and  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  at  a  field  about  a 
mile  and  a  half  in  the  rear  of  the  right  of  our 
line  of  battle,  bivouacked  there  by  order  of 
Lieutenant-Gcneral  Polk.  Remaining  some  time 
at  Lieutenaut-General  Polka  camp-fire,  I  left 
there  two  hours  before  daylight  (the  twentieth) 
to  place  my  command  in  position.  During  the 
night  General  Polk  informed  me  that  I  was  to 

Srolong  the  line  of  battle  upon  the  right  of 
[ajor-General  Cleburne.   Conducted  by  Major 

 ,  of  his  staff,  and  Lieutenant  Reid,  Aid- 

de-Camp  to  General  Hill,  my  division  reached 
Cleburne's  right  a  little  after  daybreak.  Upon 
the  re-adjustment  of  his  line,  1  formed  on  his 
right,  and  became  the  extreme  right  of  the  gen- 
eral line  of  battle.  Helm  was  on  the  left  of  my 
line,  Btovall  in  the  centre,  and  Adams  on  the 
right,  the  last  extending  across  a  country  road 
leading  from  Reed's  Bridge  and  striking  the 
Chattanooga  road  at  a  place  calked  QtvewiV 
Farm.   The  country  was  wooded,  w\\Jh  «m»XV 


1  > 

buf- 


fer, 1,-f 


openings,  and  the  ground  unknown  eo  at  ut 
skirmishers,  a  few  hundred  yards  in  ifam 
confronted  those  of  the  en«  m y.  Our " 
supposed  to  be  parallel  to  the  CI 

Boon  after  sunrise,  I  received  * 
Lieutenant-General  Polk  directing  me 
and  about  the  same  time  Major- 
burne,  who  happened  to  be  with  dm, 
one  of  the  same  tenor.  Licmtiu 
Hill  having  arrived,  the  notes  werc 
his  hands.   By  his  order,  the  mimfflotfm 
delayed  for  the  troops  to  get  their  nku,si 
on  other  accounts. 

Dilworth,  who  had  been  relieved  braonsjb 
force  late  the  preceding  evening  ud  tVi  9 
marched  all  night,  now  axrrived  Hi  ssU| 
place  in  line. 

At  half  past  nine  a.  m.,  by  order  of  hum 
ant-General  Hill,  I  moved  my  division  f -rotf 
in  search  of  the  enemy.  At  the  ~ 
seven  hundred  yards  we  came 
and  the  battle  was  opened  by 
with  great  fury.   The  Second  sad  Nifiifc 
tucky,  with  three  companies  of  the  Fort 
Alabama,  encountered  the  left  of  a  Una  ot  \ 
works  before  reaching  the  Chattwawp 
and,  though  assailing  mem  with  great  am 
were  compelled  to  pause.   From  some  w 
line  on  my  left  had  not  advanced  eimnlfcsessj 
with  my  division,  and  in  consequence,  tab 
form  of  the  enemy's  works,  these  brave  tws 
were,  in  addition  to  the  fire  in  front,  ntojedrift 
a  severe  enfilading  fire  from  the  left  Tvtotf 
renewed  the  assault  with  the  utmost  tttdm, 
but  were  too  weak  to  storm  the  position  T» 
rest  of  Helm'B  brigade,  in  whose  frost  lit 
were  no  woods,  after  a  short,  but  sharp  m$Wr 
meut,  routed  a  line  of  the  enemy,  punstii 
across  the  Chattanooga  rood,  and  c&ptsnU 
section  of  artillery  posted  in  the  centre  of 
road.   This  portion  of  the  brigade  was  w* 
brought  under  a  heavy  front  and  enfilading  fin, 
and,  being  separated  from  its  left  and  whom 
support,  I  ordered  Colonel  Joseph  EL  Levies! 
the  Sixth  Kentucky,  who  succeeded  to  the  cob- 
mand  upon  the  fall  of  General  Helm,  to  walk- 
draw  the  troops  some  two  hundred  yards  to  *• 
rear,  to  reunite  the  brigade  and  change  bii  frost 
slightly,  to  meet  the  new  order  of  things  by 
throwing  forward  his  right  and  retiring  his  left 
The  movement  was  made  without  panic  or  cos- 
fusion. 

This  was  one  of  the  bloodiest  encounters  of 
the  day.  Here  General  Helm,  ever  ready  far 
action,  and  endeared  to  his  command  by  is 
many  virtues,  received  a  mortal  wound,  wUb 
in  the  heroic  discharge  of  his  duty.  Colossi 
Hewitt,  of  the  Second  Kentucky,  was  kuVd, 
acting  gallantly,  at  the  head  of  his  refuses! 
Captain  Maderia,  Captain  Rogers,  and  Cspais 
Leedman,  of  the  Second ;  Captain  Daniel,  of 
the  Ninth  Kentucky,  sad  many  other  officers  iad 
men,  met  their  deaths  before  the  enemy*s  work's; 
while  Colonel  Nuckola,  of  the  Fourth  Kentackr, 
£oWe\  <&fafi^  <&  tKati^and 
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ntirae,  Adams  and  Stovail  advanced 
ing  back  two  lines  of  skirmishers. 
I  at  the  Chattanooga  road.  Adams, 
;ing  a  regiment  and  capturing  a 
jed  the  road  to  Glenn's  Farm,  and 
ort  distance  beyond,  in  an  open 
Helm's  brigade  was  checked,  and 
Colonel  Lewis  orders  in  reference 
•sition,  I  rode  to  the  commands  of 
Itovall  on  the  right  It  was  now 
the  comparatively  slight  resistance 
zountcred,  and  the  fact  that  they 
»tened  in  front,  that  our  line  had 
rond  the  enemy's  left.  I  at  once 
i  brigades  to  change  front  perpon 
e  original  line  of  battle,  and  with 
lams,  and  the  right  of  Stovail  rcst- 
ittanooga  road,  to  advance  upon  the 
3nemy.  Slocomb's  battery,  which 
ly  done  good  service,  was  posted 
ground  on  the  we&t  of  the  road  to 
lovement.  The  brigades  advanced 
over  a  field,  and  entered  the  woods 
vail  soon  encountered  the  extreme 
emv's  works,  which,  retiring  from 
orth  and  south  direction  of  his  in- 
extended  westwardly  nearly  to  the 
road.  After  a  severe  and  well-con- 
:t,  he  was  checked  and  forced  to 
is,  on  the  west  of  the  road,  met 
:he  enemy,  who  had  improved  the 
bring  up  reinforcements  and  re- 
t  a  right  angle  to  the  troops  in  his 
arorks. 

inc  was  routed,  but  it  was  found 
break  the  second,  aided  as  it  was 
id  after  a  sanguinary  contest,  which 
h  honor  on  the  brigade,  it  was 
n  some  confusion.  Ilere  General 
is  as  remarkable  for  his  judgment 
as  for  his  courage,  was  severely 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
Bualtics,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Turner, 
enth  Louisiana,  was  wounded,  and 
|jor  Butler,  of  the  same  regiment, 

I  gained  a  point  beyond  the  angle 
s  main  line  of  works.  Adams  had 
1  farther,  being  actually  in  rear  of 
lents.  A  good  supporting  line  to 
at  this  moment  would  probably 
d  decisive  results.  As  it  was,  the 
>n  our  right  had  inflicted  on  the 
'  losses,  and  compelled  him  to 
■  parts  of  his  line  to  hold  his  vital 
is  s  brigade  re-formed  behind  Slo- 
y,  whicn  repulsed  the  enemy  by  a 
ill-directed  fire,  rendering  on  this 
>rtant  and  distinguished  services, 
f  Lieutenant-General  Hill,  my  di- 
thdrawn  a  short  distance  to  recruit, 
ops  of  Major-General  Walker  en- 
lemy.  My  new  line  was  about  six 
Is  in  advance  of  the  position  on 
t  formed  in  the  morning,  with 
ge  of  direction,  which  brought 
%  25 


my  right  relatively  nearer  to  the  Chattanooga 
road.  , 

Soon  after  taking  this  position,  an  attack  was 
reported  on  our  right* flank.  It  proved  to  be 
Granger  s  corps  coming  up  from  Rossville,  and 
threatening  our  right  with  a  part  of  his  force. 
At  the  request  of  Brigadier-General  Forrest,  I 
sent  him  a  section  of  Cobb's  battery,  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant  Gracey,  who  assisted 
handsomely  in  repelling  the  enemy. 

At  the  request  of  the  brigade  commanders, 
the  artillery  of  the  division  had  been  ordered  to 
report  to  the  brigades  with  which  they  were 
accustomed  to  serve.  Cobb's  battery,  from  the 
nature  of  the  ground,  could  not  participate  to 
its  accustomed  extent,  yet,  as  opportunity  afford- 
ed, it  displayed  its  accustomed  gallantry.  The 
excellent  battery  of  Captain  Mabane,  for  the 
same  reason,  was  able  to  take  little  part  in  the 
action. 

The  afternoon  was  waning  and  the  enemy  still 
obstinately  confronted  us  in  his  intrenchmentB. 
I  received  permission  from  Lieut enant-General 
Hill  to  make  another  charge.  A  line  of  troops 
on  my  right,  and  covering  a  part  of  my  front, 
advanced  at  the  same  time.  A  portion  of  these 
troops  obliqued  to  the  right,  and  my  line  passed 
through  the  rest,  who  seemed  to  be  out  of  am- 
munition, so  that  after  moving  a  few  hundred 
yards  the  enemy  alone  was  in  my  front.  The 
division  was  advanced  with  intrepidity,  un- 
der a  severe  fire,  and  dashed  over  the  left  of 
the  intrenchments.  In  passing  them,  I  saw  on 
my  left  the  right  of  Major-General  Cleburne, 
whose  brave  division  stormed  the  centre.  Sev- 
eral hundred  of  the  enemy  ran  through  our  lines 
to  the  rear ;  the  rest  were  pursued  several  hun- 
dred yards,  and  beyond  the  Chattanooga  road. 
Of  these  some  were  killed  and  a  good  many  taken 
prisoners,  but  most  of  them  escaped  in  the  dark- 
ness. It  was  now  night ;  pursuit  was  stopped 
by  order  of  General  Hill,  and,  throwing  out 
pickets,  I  bivouacked  in  line,  near  the  road. 

The  prisoners  taken  by  my  command  during 
the  day,  of  whom  there  was  a  considerable  num- 
ber, were  allowed  to  go  to  the  rear,  since  details 
could  not  be  spared  for  them,  and  it  was  known 
they  would  be  gathered  up  there. 

The  division  captured  nine  pieces  of  artillery. 
I  am  aware  that  it  is  usually  the  whole  army, 
not  a  part  of  it,  that  takes  guns  from  the  enemy, 
and  that  often  the  troops  who  obtain  possession 
of  them  owe  their  good  fortune  quite  as  much 
to  fire  from  the  right  and  left  as  to  their  own 
efforts ;  yet  I  think  it  due  to  my  command  to 
say  that,  in  regard  to  at  least  six  of  these  guns, 
such  considerations  do  not  apply,  and  that  they 
were  taken  without  assistance  from  any  other 
troops. 

My  total  casualties,  as  shown  by  official  re- 
ports, amounted  to  twelve  hundred  and  fortv, 
of  which  number  one  hundred  and  sixty-six 
were  killed,,  nine  hundred  and  nine  wounded, 
and  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  missing 

To  BrigadicT-QeneTa\^to^^\\  ^<\w\&\^fv&% 
who  succeeded  to  the  coxomsHv&  oil  TL<tofc%\s»r 
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gade,  with  Semple's  battery,  my  cenrr*  st 
Destrier's  brigade,  with  Douglass'  battcir.  v 
left  witig.   I  now  received  orders  from  L>*> 
ant-General  Hill  to  advance,  passing  »irr » 
line  which  had  been  repulsed,  and  drive  by 
the  enemy's  left  wing.   In  my  front  w«*  :^ 
woods,  with  the  exception  of  a  clearing;  ihhc 
in),  in  front  of  my  centre,  the  grinuM 'ifast 
upwards  as  we  ad vanced .  Ordering  the  Itipfci 
to  direct  themselves  by  Wood's  (the  .xta 
brigade,  and  preserve  brigade  distaiic.l  ai^ec 
forward,  passing  over  the  first  lim-.aai^: 
a  few  moments  heavily  engaged  al-hi  :u;.r<r 
and  centre.   The  enemy,  posted  luhii:i  bra 
constructed  breastworks,  opened  ahwytRi 
botli  small  arms  and  artillery.   For  \\s\i  &i.z 
the  firing  was  the  heaviest  I  had  ever  kniw 
was  dark,  however,  and  accurate  skpwiEjw  1 
impossible.    Each  party  was  aiming  v.  * 
flashes  of  the  other's  gun's,  and  few  of  the 
from  either  side  took  effect.   Major  nVi'Jt* 
my  Chief  of  Artillery,  placed  Polk's  ar.  l  \f 
artillery  in  position  in  the  cleared  fi«V\  ir.fe ■:. 
of  my  centre.    Availing  themselves  oi  :V u* 
and  the  darkness,  Captain  Semple  and  Lk-nMX' 
Key  ran  their  batteries  forward  wiuiu-.  ~r- 
yards  of  the  enemy's  line  and  ope:»£u  a  r*.: 
fire.   Polk  pressed  forward  at  the  RjJUr  -  ■ 
ment,  on  the  right,  when  the  enemy  cea**l  tie 
and  quickly  disappeared  from  my  trout.  Tt ■:■ 
was  some  confusion  at  the  time"  nccveaariW  •:- 
separable,  however,  from  a  night  atta«  k.  Tt? 
and  the  difficulty  of  moving  my  artillery  tIimc 
the  woods  in  the  dark,  rendered  a  further 
vance  inexpedient  for  the  nigbt    I  o  ■nee'p 
halted,  and,  after  readjusting  my  line*.  d*- 
out  skirmishers  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  aJvu.r 
and  bivouacked.   In  this  conflict,  the  i:.±t' 
was  driven  back  about  a  mile  and  a  1-tlt.  E- 
left  in  my  hands  two  or  throe  pieces  »d  artii::; 
several  caissons,  two  or  tliree  hundred  pris  -2^- 
and  the  colors  of  the  Seven tv-sevenrh  In-Ua 
and  those  of  the  Seventy-ninth  Ptnnsylvaizia. 

About  ten  o'clock  next  morning.  I  t<\:-.:t-- 
orders  from  Lieutenant-General  Hill  t>>  ad-.irt- 
and  dress  on  the  line  of  Gcneral*Breckinn>l:' 
who  had  been  placed  on  my  right.  AcvordiT^y. 
directing  each  brigade  to  dress  upon  ih-  ri:v~ 
and  preserve  its  distance,  I  moved  fur^  tfi 
Breckinridge  was  already  in  motion.  Th«.  i-Cr. 
to  overtake  and  dress  upon  him  cause  i  h-T7 
and  some  confusion  in  my  liue,  which  wttiitcfr 
sarily  a  long  one.  Before  the  effects  of 
could  be  rectified,  Polk's  brigade,  and  the  rizi" 
of  Wood's  encountered  the  heaviest  artillery  tr. 
I  have  ever  experienced.  I  was  now  vjiLi 
short  canister  range  of  a  line  of  log  breast  w  rb 
and  a  hurricane  of  shot  and  shell  swtpt  uv: 
woods  from  the  unseen  enemy  in  my  front.'  TL» 
deadly  fire  was  direct,  and  came  from  that  part 
of  the  enemy's  breastworks  opposite  tn  my  r.z  .' 
and  right  centre.  The  rest  of  my  line,  strrtclu  : 
off  to  the  left,  received  an  oblique  fire  from  t: 
f    _  „  line  of  breastworks  which,  at  a  point  oj-p  ■in- 

vert fs  battery,  commanded  byLieuteuaivlT\ioTSttda\  o^\x«,tanaa&,  ts&s5sbl  an^e.  running  •  - 
/.  Key,  composed  my  right  wu\g;  WooiVa  \>xv \  tovcwfo ^ ^^^Xwmj^^^^Xj^^^^ 


gade,  and  to  Colonel  R.  L.  Gibson,  who  suc- 
ceeded to  the  command  of  Adams  s  brigade,  the 
country  is  indebted  for  the  courage  and  skill 
with  which  they  discharged  their  arduous  du- 
ties. 

The  officers  and  men  of  the  division,  with 
exceptions  so  rare  as  to  place  in  striking  con- 
trast to  them  the  general  good  conduct,  sustained 
their  former  reputation,  and  were  alike  worthy 
of  each  other. 

To  tho  gentlemen  of  my  staff,  I  feel  sincere 
gratitude  for  the  prompt,  fearless,  and  cheerful 
manner  in  which  they  discharged  their  duties. 
Major  Wilson,  Assistant  AdjutnnMreneral ;  Col- 
onel Van  Zinken,  A.  A.  6.,  who  had  two  horses 
shot  under  him ;  Captain  Martin,  A.  I.  6.,  who 
received  a  contusion  from  a  grape  shot ;  Lieu- 
tenant Breckinridge,  Aid-de-Carnp,  whose  horse 
was  shot;  Captain  Semplo,  Ordnance  Officer; 
Lieutenant  Bertus  (Twentieth  Louisiana).  A.  A. 
I.  G. ;  Dr.  Houstis,  Chiqf  Surgeon ;  Dr.  Kratz,  on 
duty  in  the  field ;  and  Messrs.  McGehce,  Cole- 
man, Mitchell,  and  Clay,  volunteers  on  my  staff, 
performed  their  dutieB  in  a  manner  to  command 
my  confidence  and  regard. 

One  member  of  my  staff  I  cannot  thank.  Maj or 
R.  E.  Graves,  Chief  of  Artillery,  received  a  mortal 
wound  in  the  action  of  Sunday,  the  twentieth. 
Although  a  very  young  man,  he  had  won  emi- 
nence in  arms,  and  ho  gave  promise  of  the  high- 
est distinction.  A  trm»r  friend,  a  purer  patriot, 
a  better  soldier  never  lived. 

I  am,  Colonel,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

John-  C.  Breckinridge, 

Major-Gcnoral  A.  C.  S. 
REPORT  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  P.  R.  CTfBCRXE. 

Hkadquakbcrs  CtXBwnt'B  Divmo.v,  rftu.'.s  Corf*.  ) 

Mis«io>\AjiT  Ridge,  xkab  C-.iatta.voog  a,  v 
October  18.  1863.  J 

To  Lieutenant-Colonel  ArcJter  Anderson,  Assist- 
ant Adjutant-General  Hill's  Corps : 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the 
operations  of  my  division  in  the  battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga,  fought  on  Saturday  and  Sunday,  the 
nineteenth  and  twentieth  of  September,  1863 : 

During  the  afternoon  of  Saturday,  the  nine- 
teenth ultimo,  I  moved  my  division  in  a  westerly 
direction  across  the  Chickamauga  river,  at  Led- 
ford's  Ford,  and  having  received  orders  to  re- 
port to  Lieutenant-General  Polk,  commanding 
the  right  wing  of  the  army.  I  did  so,  and  was  di- 
rected by  him  to  form  a  second  lino  in  rear  of 
the  right  of  tho  line  already  in  position.  Accord- 
ingly, soon  after  sunset,  my  division  was  formed, 
partially  en  echelon,  about'  three  hundred  vards 
in  rear  of  the  right  line.  My  right  rested  in 
front  of  a  steam  saw-mill,  known  as  Jay's  Mill, 
situated  on  a  small  stream  running  between  tho 
Chickamauga  and  the  road  leading  from  Chat- 
tanooga  to  Lafayette.  My  lino  extended  from 
the  saw-mill  almost  due  south  for  nearly  a  mile, 
fronting  to  the  west   Polk's  brigade,  with  Cal- 
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The  accompanying  map,  showing  the 
of  the  enemy's  line  of  works  opposite  my 
krill  explain  our  relative  positions.  Upon 
nee  to  it,  it  will  be  Been  that  opposite  to 
?ht  and  right  centre  the  enemy  s  works 
ibout  half  a  mile  north  and  south,  and 
-  parallel  to  the  Chattanooga  and  Lafayette 
which  was  about  three  hundred  yards  be- 
that  at  a  point  opposite  my  centre  his 
3  formed,  as  before  stated,  a  retiring  angle, 
□g  in  a  westerly  and  somewhat  oblique 
"/ion  to  the  Chattanooga  and  Lafayette  road ; 
nat  at  a  point  nearly  opposite  my  right,  his 
s  formed  another  retiring  angle,  running 
also  to  the  road.  My  right  and  right  cen- 
onsisting  of  Polk  a  brigade  and  Lowry's 
tent  of  Woods  brigade,  were  checked 
n  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  yards  of 
dvance  part  of  this  portion  of  the  enemy's 
s,  and  the  rest  of  the  line  were  halted  in 
liance  with  the  order  previously  given,  to 
upon  the  right  Passing  towards  the  left 
s  time,  I  found  that  the  line  of  advance  of 
i  vision,  which  was  the  left  of  the  right 
of  the  army,  converged  with  the  line  of 
ce  of  the  left  wing  of  the  army ;  the  flanks 
two  wings  had  already  come  in  collision  ; 
f  Wood's  brigade  had  passed  over  Bate's 
le  of  Stewart's  division,  which  was  the  right 
>  left  wing,  and  Deshler's  brigade,  which 
1  my  left,  had  been  thrown  out  entirely, 
as  m  rear  of  the  left  wing  of  the  army.  I 
?dWood  to  move  forward  the  remainder  of 
igade,  opening  at  the  same  time  in  the  di- 
rt, of  the  enemy's  fire  with  Scrapie's 
y.  That  part  of  Wood's  brigade  to 
ft  of  Lowry's  regiment*  and  to  the  left 
3  southern  angle  of  the  breastworks  in 
vance  at  this  time,  entered  an  old  field, 
ring  the  Chattanooga  and  Lafayette  road, 
attempted  to  cross  it  in  the  face  of  a 
'  lire  from  works  in  its  front  It  had  almost 
*^d  the  road,  its  loft  being  at  Poe's  house 
as  the  burning  house),  when  it  was 
n  back  by  a  heavy  oblique  fire  of  small 
aud  artillery,  which  was  opened  upon  both 
uks ;  the  fire  from  the  right  coming  from 
>uth  face  of  the  breastworks,  whioh  was 
<>m  view  by  the  thick  growth  of  scrub  oaks 
ring  the  field.  Five  hundred  men  were 
aud  wounded  by  this  fire  in  a  few  minutes, 
this  repulse,  Lowry's  regiment  having  also 
.meantime  been  forced  to  retire,  I  ordered 
igadc  still  further  back  to  re-form.  Sem- 
buttery,  which  had  no  position,  I  also 
U.  back.  I  now  moved  Deshler's  brigade 
right  flank,  with  the  intention  of  connect- 
ivity Polk's  left,  so  filling  the  gap  left  in 
xtre  by  the  withdrawal  of  Wood.  This 
-tion,  however.  I  could  not  establish,  as 
left  had,  in  its  turn,  been  also  driven  back. 
iE  it  a  useless  sacrifice  of  life  for  Polk  to 
Sis  position,  I  ordered  him  to  fall  back 
the  rest  of  his  line,  and  with  his  and 
"a  brigades  I  took  up  a  strong  defensive 
on,  Borne  three  or  four  hundred  yards  in 


rear  of  the  point  from  which  they  had  been  re- 
pulsed. Deshler's  brigade  had  moved  forward 
towards  the  right  of  the  enemy's  advanced 
works,  but  could  not  go  beyond  the  crest  of  a 
low  ridge  from  which  Lo wry  had  been  repulsed. 
I  therefore  ordered  him  to  cover  himself  behind 
the  ridge,  and  hold  his  position  as  long  as  pos- 
sible. His  brigade  was  now  en  echelon  about 
four  hundred  yards  in  front  of  the  left  of  the 
rest  of  the  division,  which  here  rested  for  some 
hours.  In  effecting  this  last  disposition  of  his 
command,  General  Deshler  fell,  a  shell  passing 
fair  through  his  chest.  It  was  the  first  battle  in 
which  this  gentleman  had  the  honor  of  com- 
manding as  a  general  officer.  He  was  a  brave 
and  efficient  one.  He  brought  always  to  the 
discharge  of  his  duty  a  warm  zeal  and  a  high 
conscientiousness.  The  army  and  the  country 
will  long  remember  him. 

At  about  3.30  p.m.,  I  received  orders  from 
Lieutenant-General  Polk  to  move  forward  on  a 
line  with  my  loft,  Deshler  connecting  my  right 
with  Jackson's  brigade,  and,  when  I  had  formed 
my  line,  to  remain  and  hold  the  position.  I  ac- 
cordingly advanced  with  my  centre  and  right 
wing,  drove  in  the  enemy  s  skirmishers,  and 
forced  his  lino  behind  the  works  from  which  he 
had  repulsed  us  in  the  morning.  The  left  wing 
of  the  army  had  been  driving  the  enemy ;  the 
right  wing  now  attacked.  Lieutenant&cneral 
Polk  ordering  me  to  advance  my  heavy  batteries 
and  open  on  the  enemy,,  Captain  Semple,  my 
acting  Chief  of  Artillery  (Major  Hotchkiss,  my 
Chief of  Artillery,  being  disabled  by  a  worn  id 
received  the  day  before),  selected  positions  in 
front  of  the  line,  and  placed  his  own  aud  Doug- 
lass's batteries  within  two  hundred  yards  of  the 
enemy's  breastworks,  and  opened  a  rapid  and 
most  effective  fire,  silencing  immediately  a  bat- 
tery which  had  been  playing  upon  my  lines. 
About  the  same  time  Brigadier-General  Polk 
charged  and  soon  carried  the  north-western 
angle  of  the  enemy's  works,  taking,  in  succes- 
sion, three  lines  of  breastworks.  In  these  bril- 
liant operations  he  was  materially  aided  by 
Key's  battery,  and  towards  its  close  by  Doug- 
lass's battery,  which  had  again  been  moved  by 
my  orders  to  my  extreme  right,  where  it  was 
run  into  position  by  hand.  A  large  number  of 
prisoners  (regulars)  were  here  captured.  The 
enemy  abandoned  his  works  and  retired  precip- 
itately. Brigadier-General  Polk  pursued  to  the 
Chattanooga  and  Lafayette  road,  where  he  cap- 
tured another  piece  of  artillery.  I  here  received 
directions  from  Lieutenant-General  Hill  to  halt 
my  command  until  further  orders.  I  cannot  close 
this  report  without  an  acknowledgment  of  dis- 
tinguished services  rendered  by  various  officers 
and  men,  which  would  otherwise  pass  unno- 
ticed. I  have  already  incidentally  called  atten- 
tion to  the  gallant  conduct  of  Brigadier-General 
Polk,  but  it  is  due  to  him  and  to  the  country, 
which  wishes  to  appreciate  its  faithful  servants, 
to  say  that  to  the  intrepidity  and  stern  deter- 
mination of  purpose  of  \ 
principally  indebted  lot  ^ 
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charge  on  Sunday  evening,  which  drove  the 
enemy  from  his  breastworks  and  gave  us  the 
battle.  Colonel  Mills,  also,  is  entitled  to  be  re- 
membered. Leading  his  regiment  through  the 
battle  until  the  fall  of  his  Brigadier  (the  lamented 
Doshler),  he  was  then  called  by  seniority  to  com- 
mand the  brigade,  which  he  did  with  gallantry 
and  intelligence. 

To  my  staff — Major  Calhoun  Benham,  Assistant 
Adjutant-General  (who  received  a  contusion  in 
the  right  shoulder  from  a  grapeshot  or  fragment 
of  shell) ;  Captain  Irving  A.  Buck,  Assistant  Ad- 
jutant-General (whose  horse  was  shot  under 
him) ;  Major  Joseph  K.  Dixon,  Assistant  Inspec- 
tor-General; Captain  B.  F.  Phillips,  Assistant 
Inspector-General;  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Jetton, 
Aiu-de-Camp  and  Acting  Assistant  Inspector- 
General  ;  Major  T.  R.  Hotchkiss,  Chief  of  Artil- 
lery (who  received  a  wound  from  a  Minie  ball 
in  the  foot  on  Saturday,  which  deprived  me  of 
his  valuable  services  afterwards) ;  Captain  Henry 
C.  Semple  (who  replaced  Major  HotchkiBS  as 
Chief  of  Artillery,  when  disabled);  Captain  C.  F. 
Vandeford,  Chief  of  Ordnance ;  Lieutenant  L.  H. 
Mangum,  Aid-de-Camp,  and  Lieutenant  S.  P. 
Hanly,  Aid-de-Oamp  (who  received  a  contusion 
from  a  grapeshot) — I  am  indebted  for  the  faith- 
ful and  indefatigable  manner  in  which  they  per- 
formed their  vital  (though,  perhaps,  not  showy) 
duties  throughout  these  operations.  Major  T. 
R.  Hotchkiss,  Chief  of  Artillery ;  Captain  Sem- 
ple, with  his  battery,  and  Lieutenant  Thomas  J. 
key,  commanding  Calvert's,  battery,  rendered 
invaluable  service,  and  exhibited  the  highest 
gallantry  on  Saturday  night  in  running  their 
pieces  up,  as  they  did,  within  sixty  yards  of  the 
enemy.  In  this  they  were  ably  sustained  by 
Lieutenant  Richard  Goldthwaite,  of  Semple's 
battery.  Here  Major  Hotchkiss  received  his 
wound.  Captain  Semple  also  displayed  skill  and 
gment  as  Acting  Chief  of  Artillery,  particu- 


my  duty  called  me.  Brady  was  rounded  i 
the  hand.  Overstreet  had  his  hone  ah  ft 
Captain  C.  F.  Vandeford,  my  Chief  of  Ordua* 
my  thanks  are  especially  one.  Hit  tnuaaai 
always  in  the  best  order,  and  in  the  matin* 
Bible  position,  and  to  his  care  in  thiinocd] 
am  indebted  for  a  prompt  supply  of  vanik 
ever}'  critical  emergency  which  rat  I 


carried  into  action  on  Saturday,  the 
five  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifteen  oft* 
and  men,  four  thousand  eight  hundred  yd  w> 
enty-five  bayonets.   On  Sunday,  the  vwmA, 
I  carried  in  four  thousand  six  hundred •ait* 
enty-ono  officers  and  men,  four  thotiand  fai 
hundred  and  thirty-seven  bayonets.  Inibetn 
days  my  casualties  were  two  hundred  md  iw 
killed,  fifteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine  wouU, 
six  missing — making  in  all  one  thousand  w 
hundred  and  forty-nine. 

Respectfully, 

P.  R.  Glebcisi, 

REPORT  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  T.  C.  HINTOaX. 

Atuaxix,  GaoBotA,  October  »T lft 
Lieutenant-  Colonel  G.  M.  Sorrel,  A*  A.  Gem 
Longstreet'8  Corps: 
Colonel:  Sickness  prevented  me  from  ess- 
rising  command  on  Saturday,  September  mu- 
te cntn,  until  about  three  p.  m.~  My  division  bid 
then  crossed  the  Chickamauga  at  Hunts  Fori, 
and  was  soon  after  ordered  to  the  support 
Major-General  Hood.  The  order  was  executed 
under  a  heavy  artillery  fire  from  the  env, 
causing  some  loss.  My  position  was  on  Hoodi 
left  and  Buckner's  right,  near  the  centre  of  nc 
left  wing  of  the  army,  facing  west,  parallel  wi& 
die  Lafayette  and  Chattanooga  road,  six  oreitti 
hundred  yards  distant  The  brigades  ot  De» 
and  Manigault  constituted  my  first  line,  and  At- 
derson's  my  reserve.  Nothing  important  hap- 
pened during  the  remainder  of  the  day.  Afa 
dark,  in  the  readjustment  of  my  line,  a  atop 
skirmish  occurred  on  Manigault  s  lefty  the  » 
my  retiring. 

About  eleven  a.  v.,  on  Sunday,  September 
twentieth,  under  orders  from  LieutenntGaxnl 
Longstreet,  commanding  the  left  wing,  my  com- 
mand moved  forward  simultaneously  with  the 
troops  on  my  right.   At  the  distance  of  three 


rly  in  the  selection  of  a  position  for  his  own 
and  Douglass's  batteries  on  Sunday  evening, 
which  gave  an  oblique  fire  upon  the  enemy  in 
his  works,  contributing  to  the  success  of  the 
final  charge  by  Polk's  brigade.  Captain  0.  S. 
Palmer,  Assistant  Adjutant-General  of  Wood's 
brigade,  was  conspicuous  for  his  coolness  and 
attention  to  duty  on  the  field,  and  has  my  thanks. 

I  am  much  indebted  also  to  Dr.  A.  Linthicum,      —   -  

Chief  Surgeon  of  my  division.  The  completeness  I  hundred  yards,  skirmishing  conunenced_and  inv- 
of  his  arrangements,  his  careful  supervision  of  I 
subordinates,  both  on  the  field,  under  fire,  and  | 
elsewhere,  and  in  the  hospital,  secured  our  gallant  j 
wounded  prompt  attention,  and  all  the  alleviation 
of  pain  attainable  in  the  exigencies  of  battle. 
Surgeon  A.  R.  Erskino  (then  acting,  now  actual 
Medical  Inspector  of  my  division)  rendered 
most  efficient  service.    Assistant-surgeon  Al- 
fred B.  DeLoach  particularly  distinguished  him- 1 
self  by  his  unselfish  devotion  going  repeatedly 
far  forward  under  fire,  and  among  the  skirmish- 
ers, to  attend  the  wounded.  James  P.  Brady 
and  Melvin  Overstreet,  privates  in  the  Buckner 


mediately  my  whole  line  was  engaged.  Rushing 
on  at  a'  double-quick,  through  a  storm  of  IrabVte. 
shot  and  shell,  Deas'  brave  Alabaroians  and 
Manigault's  Alabamians  and  South  Garolnuani, 
equally  brave,  drove  the  enemy  from  hisbreait* 
works,  then  pushed  his  beyond  the  Lafayette 
road,  and  charged  his  second  line  of  breiff- 
works  three  hundred  yards  further  on.  The 
troops  on  Mamgault's  left  not  advancing  with 
him,  he  was  enfiladed  on  that  flank  by  infantry 
and  artillery,  checked,  and  at  length  forced  to 
retire.  One  gun  of  his  battery,  temporarily  dis- 
abled, was  left  exposed  to  capture,  when  Cob- 


Guards  (my  escort),  specially  detailed  to  attend  \ ra\  4  .Vj.^^^T^^^-^^olUl  Alabama  gallantly 
me  through  the  battle,  went  with  me  wYisrevfcT  \        itawaX.  ^^Yrccro^V.  v&s*^ . 
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i  swept  like  a  whirlwind  over  the  breast- 
Anderson's  fearless  Mississippians  car- 
'  the  breastworks  in  their  front,  moved  tip 
"  fr  on  his  left,  to  Maniganlt's  place.  With- 

 I  ting,  these  two  brigades  then  drove  the 

^«my  acroRt?  tLe  Crawfish  Spring  road  and  up 
l>TX)ken  spurs  of  Missionary  Ridge,  to  its 
«l«vation,  one  hundred  yards  west.  Hiding 
S^ixacl  this,,  the  enemy  opened  a  tremendous 
S^of-  musketry  and  cannon  upon  our  line  as  it 
i5^***<*df  and  at  the  same  time  enfiladed  it  from 
^^*x*inence  in  a  field  on  the  right.  But,  with- 
rS^fc^liltering,  he  was  charged,  driven  from  his 
J^^**^  position,  tfnd  pursued  upwards  of  three- 
J^J^tors  of  a  mile,  when  he  ceased  resisting  and 
^J?JJpfpcaredf  going  nortli,  completely  routed.  A 
Igtr^y  of  Federal  cavalry,  covering  the  retreat  of 
S^^^  infantry,  made  a  demonstration  against  my 
^^ght  but  retired  hastily  when  about  to  be  at- 

Heantime  Manigault  sent  back  for  and  re- 
^^ived  the  support  of  Trigg's  brigade,  of  Buck- 
Cj^r'a  corps,  and,  with  it,  compelled  the  rapid 

^treat  of  the  force  in  his  front 
>w  The  Fifteenth  Alabama  regiment,  of  General 
^aw's  command,  which  had  lost  its  direction, 
*5red  on  Deas1  right,  but  upon  discovering  the  1 
^mstake,  moved  up  and  fought  gallantly  with 
)iizn. 

I  now  sent  staff  officers  to  the  right  and  left, 
and  ascertained  that  my  advance  was  nearly  a 
mile  further  west  than  any  other  troops  of  the 
left  wing,  none  of  which  had  yet  reached  the 
Crawfish  Spring  road.  To  my  right  and  rear 
there  was  hot  firing.  T  determined  to  move 
there,  and  gave  the  necessary  orders  directing 
the  command  to  march  north-east  to  the  Lafay- 
ette road,  till  the  position  of  our  troops  then 
engaged  should  be  ascertained.  This  was  to 
avoid  the  possibility  of  collision  with  friendly 
forces,  and  to  gain  time  for  re-forming  portions 
of  my  command  disordered  by  their  rapid  pur- 
suit of  the  enemy. 

In  the  splendid  advance  which  I  have  attempt- 
ed to  describe,  through  woods  and  fields,  and 
over  a  part  of  Missionary  Ridge,  against  the 
troops  of  Sheridan's  and  J.  G.  Davis's  divisions, 
seventeen  pieces  of  Federal  artillery  were  cap- 
tured by  my  division,  fourteen  of  which  were 
taken  into  possession  and  conveyed  to  the  rear 
by  Captain  Waters,  Acting  Chief  of  Artillery, 
and  three  pieces  bv  Major  Riby,  Chief  of  Ord- 
nance. Since  the  battle,  I  have  been  informed 
that  a  staff  officer  from  army  headquarters  found 
ten  pieces  abandoned  in  a  gorge  in  front  of  my 
position,  west  of  the  Crawfish  Spring  road.  The 
number  of  prisoners  exceeded  eleven  hundred, 
including  three  Colonels.  The  ground  was  strewn 
with  small  arms,  of  which  fourteen  hundred 
were  collected.  Five  or  six  standards,  five 
caissons  and  one  battery  wagon,  one  ambu- 
lance, about  forty  horses  and  mules,  and  nine 
ordnance  wagons,  with  one  hundred  and  six-five 
thousand  rounds  of  ammunition,  were  also  se- 
cured. The  numerous  wounded  and  dead  of  the 
enemy  fell  into  oar  hands.   Among  the  latter , 


was  Brigadier-General  Lytle,  of  the  Federal 
army,  killed  by  Deas'  brigade. 

While  moving  to  the  right  and  rear,  I  was 
met  by  a  staff  officer  of  Brigadier-General  Bush- 
rod  Johnson,  and  afterwards  by  that  officer  him- 
self, stating  that  he  was  hard  pressed  and  must 
have  support  forthwith  or  he  would  be  compelled 
to  fall  back.  I  immediately  placed  Anderson's 
brigade  under  his  orders. 

DoaB,  who  was  out  of  ammunition,  obtained  a 
partial  supply  from  Johnson's  wagons,  and  then 
marched  west  across  the  Crawfish  Spring  road 
and  formed  line  of  battle,  facing  west,  at  the 
top  of  the  first  ridge  beyond.  His  skirmishers 
became  engaged  immediately  with  those  of  a 
force  of  the  enemy  occupying  the  next  ridge. 
Manigault,  now  coming  up,  was  directed  to  form 
on  Deas'  right  I  believed  the  force  in  my  front 
to  be  the  same  that  I  had  previously  routed, 
making  its  way  towards  Chattanooga,  and  de- 
signed cutting  it  off  and  capturing  it  But  at 
this  juncture,  before  Manigault  s  line  had  been 
established,  brisk  firing  had  commenced  to  my 
right  and  rear,  east  of  the  Crawfish  Spring  road, 
and  I  received  from  General  Johnson  urgent  re- 
quests for  further  support.  Deas  and  Manigault 
at  once  moved  in  that  direction  and  formed  on 
his  left.  Previous  to  their  arrival  the  firing  had 
ceased. 

General  Johnson's  lino  faced  nearly  north, 
about  perpendicular  to  the  Lafayette  road  and 
to  our  original  line  of  battle.  It  was  the  side  of 
an  extremely  rough  and  steep  projection  of  Mis- 
sionary Ridge,  near  Dyer's  farm,  and  was  ex- 
tended easterwardly  by  the  lines  of  Anderson 
and  Kershaw.  The  height  teminated  in  an  open 
field,  near  Kershaw's  right  It  was  elsewhere 
densely  wooded.  The  enemy  held  the  summit 
in  strong  force,  his  artillery  planted  on  sundry 
sudden  elevations  rising  up  tike  redoubts ;  his 
infantry  between  these,  behind  the  crest,  and 
further  sheltered  by  breastworks  of  trees  and 
rocks. 

At  three  p.  m.,  a  force  of  the  enemy,  probably 
that  which  I  had  recently  confronted  west  of  the 
Crawfish  Spring  road,  appeared  on  my  left, 
capturing  several  men  of  my  infirmary  corps 
and  others  who  had  fallen  out  from  fatigue  or 
wounds.  I  was  apprehensive  of  an  attack  in 
rear,  and  serit  to  General  LongBtreet  and  General 
Buckncr  for  reinforcements.  At  the  same  time, 
being  the  officer  of  highest  rank  present,  and 
deeming  concert  of  action  necessary,  I  as- 
sumed command  of  General  •Johnson's  troops, 
and  ordered  an  immediate  and  vigorous  attack 
upon  the  enemy  in  our  front — Deas  and  Mani- 
gault, with  Johnson's  command,  all  under  direc- 
tion of  that  officer,  to  wheel  to  the  right  until 
faced  east,  and  then  to  advance,  taking  the  enemy 
in  flank ;  Anderson  to  move  forward  when  the 
firing  should  begin.  General  Kershaw  agreed 
to  conform  to  the  movements  of  the  latter.  I 
hoped  to  insure  the  capture  or  destruction  of 
the  enemy  by  driving  him  in  confusion  upon  the 
right  wing  of  out  urmv. 

The  movement  be^axv  fc\A*a&i--$^^&Nt^  ^ct- 
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niishing  extended  along  the  whole  line  as  Deas,  at 
the  extreme  left,  commencing  swinging.  In  a 
few  minutes  a  terrific  contest  ensued,  which  con- 
tinued at  close  quarters,  without  any  intermis- 
sion, over  four  hours.  Our  troops  attacked  again 
and  again,  with  a  courage  worthy  of  their  past 
•  achievements.  The  enemy  fought  with  deter- 
mined obstinacy,  and  repeatedly  repulsed  us, 
but  only  to  be  again  assailed.  As  showing  the 
fierceness  of  the  light,  the  fact  is  mentioned 
that,  on  our  extreme  left,  the  bayonet  was  used, 
and  the  men  ako  killed  and  wounded  with 
clubbed  muskets.  A  little  after  four  the  enemy 
was  reinforced  and  advanced,  with  loud  shouts, 
upon  our  right,  but  was  repulsed  by  Anderson 
and  Kershaw.  At  this  time  it  became  noccssary 
to  retire  Garrity's  battery,  of  Anderson's  brigade, 
which  had  been  doing  effective  service.  It  was 
subsequently  held  in  reserve.  Dent's  battery, 
of  Deas'  brigade,  was  engaged  throughout  the 
struggle.  Notwithstanding  the  repulses  of  our 
infantry,  the  officers  and  men  of  this  battery 
stood  to  their  guns  undaunted,  and  continued 
firing,  inflicting  severe  loss  ou  the  enemy,  and 
contributing  largely  to  the  success  of  my  opera- 
tions. 

At  twenty  minutes  after  four  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Preston,  of  Buckner's  corps,  in  answer  to 
my  application  for  help,  brought  me  the  timely 
and  valuably  reinforcements  of  Kelly's  brigade, 
and,  within  an  hour  afterwards,  the  remaining 
brigades  of  his  division,  Gracie's  and  Trigg's. 
These  brave  troops,  as  they  arrived,  were  con- 
ducted by  officers  of  my  staff,  to  the  right  of 
my  line,  and  promptly  advanced,  in  conjunction 
with  the  rest,  upon  the  enemy.  From  this  time 
we  gained  ground,  but,  though  commanding 
nino  brigades,  with  Kershaw's  co-operating,  and 
all  in  action,  I  found  the  gain  both  slow  and 
costly.  I  have  never  known  Federal  troops  to 
fight  so  well.  It  is  just  to  say,  also,  that  I  never 
saw  Confederate  soldiers  fight  better. 

Between  half-past  seven  and  eight  p.  m.,  the 
enemy  was  driven  from  his  position,  surrender- 
ing U>  the  gallant  Preston  six  or  seven  hundred 
prisoners,  with  five  standards  and  many  valuable 
arms.  One  piece  of  artillery,  two  or  three 
wagons,  and  about  fifty  prisoners,  fell  into  the 
hands  of  Deas'  brigade.  This  was  the  victori- 
ous ending  of  the  battle  of  Chickamauga. 

At  eleven  r.M.,  suffering  much  pain  from  an 
injury  received  about  mid-day,  I  relinquished  to 
Brigadier-General  Anderson  the  command  of  my 
division.  , 

The  usual  commendatory  expressions  would 
almost  seem  to  cheapen  the  services  of  the  offi- 
cers and  men  of  my  immediate  command  during 
the  day,  and  those  who  fought  with  us  in  the 
afternoon.   The  relation  of  what  they  performed 
ought  to  immortalize  them.    For  signal  gal- ! 
lantry  and  efficiency  the  army  and  country  are  I 
indebted  to  Brigadier-Generals  Preston  and  | 
Johnson,  and  their  several  brigade  commanders ; '. 
also  to  Brigadier-General  Kershaw,  and  the  three  1 
brigade  commanders  of  my  division,  tautaxwn, 
Deaa  and  Manigault.   Without  the  deeMwJi 


ces8  which  they  won  on  Dyer's  UiJIflTiieaj» 
ga  would  not  have  been  a  victory,  uuie*  ifa 
another  day  of  fighting  and  slaughter. 

On  the  same  roll  of  honor  should  be  inxriU 
the  names  of  the  chivalrous  staff  ifficoifc 
devoted  officers  of  the  regiments  and  cimpM, 
and  the  heroic  rank  and  file.  The  reportiofp 
subordinates  mention  many  oi  each  gab  it 
distinguished  themselves.  Not  a  far  oi  ism 
fell  gloriously,  and  now  rest  on  the  ficH;  oin 
bear  honorable  wounds,  and  others  Umuk 
remain  unhurt  I  respectfully  ask  atteiitkt'j 
the  records  of  their  conspicuous  bravtry.ati 
that  the  appropriate  rewards  of  valur  V  c  > 
fcrred  on  them. 

The  following  staff  officers  were  withfe  £ 
the  field  : 

Colonel  C.  W.  Adams,  Assistant  Adjntus  ai 
Inspector-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

Major  J.  P.  Wilson,  Assistant  Acljatanvfo 
oral. 

Captain  Walker  Anderson,  Acting  AwKte 
Adjutant-General. 

Lieutenant  B.  F.  Williams,  Aid-de-Carap. 

Captain  D.  D.  Waters,  Acting  Chief  of  ki- 
lery. 

Captain  J.  F.  Walton,  Provost  Marshal. 

Captain  Lenoir,  and  Lieutenants  Gordon  iti 
Lee,  of  my  cavalry  escort,  also  acted  on  m*  n£ 
during  the  engagement. 

The  conduct  of  all  those  officers  was  in  tL 
highest  degree  soldierly,  and  their  service*  n# 
valuable.  They  have  my  thanks,  and  d<*-rc 
the  confidence  of  their  superiors.  Colonel  Ada- 
especially,  by  his  greater  experience,  hi«  col 
courage,  and  his  admirable  promptness  and  pre- 
cision, has  placed  me  under  lasting  obligate*, 
and  amply  shown  his  fitness  for  higher  nak. 
which  I  earnestly  hope  will  be  given  him. 

Major  E.  B.  D.  Riley,  Chief  of  Ordnance,  to 
very  efficient  in  his  department,  having  fcis 
trains  almost  constantly  at  hand,  and  supplying 
every  call  for  ammunition  with  the  least  possible 
delay. 

Major  J.  C.  Palmer,  C.  S.,  performed  his  duti* 
in  the  most  satisfactory  manner,  providing 
command  with  cooked  rations  during  the  btfih 
and  the  movements  preliminary  to  it,  with  al- 
most as  much  regularity  as  if  prepared  by  tin- 
men themselves  in  camp.  In  this  he  was  <>;£ci- 
cntly  aided  by  Captain  8.  M.  Lanirr,  Assistc'- 
Quartermaster,  an  officer  always  ready  and  will- 
ing, and  whose  qualifications  and  services  fairly 
entitle  him  to  promotion. 

Chief  Surgeon  C.  Terry  was  prompt  and  effi- 
cient to  the  utmost  extent  of  the  means  at  hi* 
disposal. 

Lieutenant  L.  P.  Dodge,  Aid-de-Campf  was  dis- 
abled by  being  thrown  from  his  horse  Mur- 
ine battle  commenced,  and  was  not  afterward* 
with  me. 

The  strength  of  my  division,  on  going  into 
action,  was  five  hundred  and  one  officers,  an-i 
five  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty-one  cl- 
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wounded,  and  one  missing ;  in  enlisted  iueu, 
hundred  and  fifty-six  killed,  one  thousand 
handled  and  ninety-nine  wounded,  and 
-seven  missing.  Whole  loss,  two  hundred 
venty-two  killed,  one  thousand  four  hun- 
od  eighty  wounded,  and  ninety-eight  miss- 

I  ftftave  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  G.  Hindmax, 

Major -General. 


OF  MAJOR-GENERA L  WALKER,  COMMANDING 
RESERVE  CORPS. 

Headquarters  Dxvuioir,  1 
Near  Chattanooga,  Tick.,  October  18,  1863.  / 

nantrColonel  George  Wm.  Brent,  Assistant 
Adjutant-  General : 
^Colonel  :  The  reports  of  the  commanding 
^Ccera  of^he  brigades  and  divisions  having 
>*en  received,  I  hasten  to  forward  them  to 
headquarters,  together  with  my  report  as  com- 
mander of  the  reserve  corps : 

On  the  18th  of  October,  I  was  ordered  by  the 
commanding  General  to  cross  the  Chickamaugu 
at  Alexander's  Bridge,  if  practicable — if  not,  to 
cross  at  Byron's  Hprd,  about  one  and  a  half  miles 
below.  Before  reaching  the  bridge,  J  was  in- 
formed that  I  would  have  to  light  for  it,  as  it 
was  held  by  the  enemy.  General  Liddell,  com- 
manding division,  was  ordered  to  advance  with 
Walthall's  and  Govan's  brigades  (Colonel  Govan 
commanded  General  Liddell  h  brigade) .  General 
Walthall  advanced  upon  the  bridge,  and  became 
engaged  with  the  enemy,  and,  after  a  short  and 
sharp  encounter,  took  the  bridge,  which  was 
torn  up  by  the  enemy,  making  it  necessary  for 
the  command  to  cross  at  Byron's  Ford.  Colonel 
Govan's  skirmishers  were  also  engaged.  Ector's 
and  Wilson's  brigades  were  held  in  reserve,  and 
not  engaged.  Byron's  Ford  was  crossed  at  night 
by  the  troops,  but  the  ordnance  wagons,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  rocky  and  uneven  nature  of  the 
ford,  were  not  crossed  until  morning.  Colonel 
Wilson's  brigade  was  left  to  guard  the  wagons, 
and  the  rest  of  the  command  bivouacked  about 
a  mile  from  the  ford.  I  received  an  order  that 
night  to  report  to  General  Hood's  command. 

Early  in  the  morning,  General  Forrest  asked 
for  a  brigade  of  infantry,  and  the  commanding 
General  {General  Bragg)  directed  me  to  order  a 
brigade  to  report  to  him.  Shortly  afterwards, 
hearing  firing,  I  remarked  to  the  commanding 
General  (General  Bragg)  that  I  thought  Wilson's 
brigade  was  engaged,  and  that  I  would  hasten 
to  it  He  directed  me  to  attack  with  all  the 
force  I  had.  [General  Liddell  labors  under  a 
misapprehension  in  the  first  part  of  his  report 
when  he  speaks  of  my  sending  for  orders  and 
making  a  reconnoissance.  I  had  been  on  the 
field  before  I  saw  General  Liddell,  and  had  re- 
ceived orders  from  the  commanding  General  (as 
I  state  in  my  report)  before  I  went  on  the  field, 
and  was  satisfied  of  the  large  force  of  the  enemy, 
and  sent  for  reinforcements  before  I  met  him. 
When  I  did  meet  him  we  had  some  conversa- 


I  tion  about  the  forces,  etc,  which  I  do  not  re- 
■  member.  He  is  mistaken  in  regard  to  time.] 
I  On  reaching  the  ground  I  found  that  Wilson's 
I  and  Ector's  brigade  (having  also  been  taken  by 
Forrest,  without  any  authority  from  me)  were 
|  heavily  pressed,  and,  from  the  greatly  superior 
"  numbers  of  the  enemy,  were  compelled  to  mil 
Ijack.  I  rofer  you  to  Colonel  Wilson's  report 
for  the  part  his  brigade  took  in  the  action. 
General  Ector  is  absent,  his  brigade  having 
been  ordered  to  Mississippi ;  aud  I  have  no 
report  from  him,  but  his  brigade  acted  with 
the  greatest  gallantry.  I  ordered  Liddell 's  divi- 
sion up  as  soon  as  I  reached  the  ground,  and 
they  came  up  as  quickly  as  possible,  formed  in 
line  of  battle,  and  moved  up  in  gallant  style  and 
attacked  the  enemy.  I  refer  you  to  General 
Liddell's  report,  and  to  General  Walthall's  and 
Colonel  Govan's  for  particulars.  This  division, 
too,  after  a  desperate  and  gallant  struggle  had 
to  fall  back.  Discovering,  on  myv  arrival  on  the 
ground,  that  my  command  had  encountered  a 
heavy  force,  I  sent  immediately  back  to  the 
commanding  General  for  reinforcements.  About 
one  o'clock  General  Cheatham  came  up,  and  was 
informed  by  me  where  his  division  was  needed. 
I  refer  you  to  Ids  own  report  for  his  part  in 
the  action.  About  five  v.  m.  (I  had  no  watch, 
but  this  was  about  the  time).  General  Polk  came 
up  and  took  command,  and  my  command  acted 
under  his  orders.  1  am  satisfied  that  there  were 
more  than  Thomas'  corps  engaged ;  and  all 
northern  accounts  state  that  parts  of  Critten- 
den's and  McCook's  were  engaged.  The  unequal 
contest  of  four  brigades  against  such  over- 
whelming odds  is  unparalleled  in  this  revolu- 
tion, and  the  troops  deserve  immortal  honor  for 
the  part  borne  in  the  action.  Only  soldiers  fight- 
ing for  all  that  is  dear  to  freemen  could  attack, 
be  driven,  rally  and  attack  again  such  superior 
forces.  Two  lines  of  battle  of  the  enemy  were 
broken  in  the  first  attack  by  Wiison ;  and  when 
he  was  compelled  to  retire  from  the  front  of 
the  breastworks  which  the  enemy  had  fallen 
behind,  the  fight  was  taken  up  bv  Liddell's 
division,  and  the  enemy's  line  broken  again, 
when  he  again  took  refuge  behind  his  breast- 
works, and  Liddell  was  compelled  to  fall  back. 
The  troops  were  rapidly  formed  again,  and  the 
unequal  contest  was  carried  on  from  between 
nine  and  ten  a.  m.,  by  my  command  until  about 
half-past  one  p.  m.,  when,  as  I  have  said,  Cheat- 
ham's division  came  up.  In  the  afternoon  at  about 
five  o'clock,  my  commaud  was  ordered  by  Gen- 
eral Polk  to  support  Cleburne.  General  P. 
will  doubtless  report  what  then  happened. 

I  was  directed,  Saturday  night,  by  General 
Polk  (to  whom  I  was  then  ordered  to  report)  to 
hold  my  reserve  corps  in  readiness  to  support 
an  attack  upon  the  enemy,  which  would  take 

5 lace  at  daylight,  and  to  support  Cheatham's 
ivision.  I  was  on  the  ground  at  daylight 
ready  for  the  attack.  The  attack  was  not  made 
at  that  time,  and  between  about  nine  and  ten  I 
was  ordered,  matead  of  aunnortvn^  Cheatlvam^ 
to  support  HiiVft  coTpa,*^\tt\.v>lft\*XY^W\s^ 
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(commanded  by  Polk),  to  form  my  reserve  so  as 
to  echelon  Breckinridge,  who  was  on  the  right 
of  Hill's  corps.  Before  I  got  into  my  position, 
and  whilst  marching  by  the  flank  to  gain  the 
ground  to  the  right,  I  was  sent  for  by  General 
Hill  to  his  support.  General  Polk  was  with  my 
command  when  I  received  the  order.  I  marched 
rapidly  forward  in  line  of  battle,  part  of  the 
time  at  double-quick,  and  reported  to  General 
Hill.  General  Polk  was  with  me.  General 
Hill  informed  me,  on  my  arrival,  that  he  wanted 
a  brigade.  I  told  him  there  was  one  immediately 
behind  him.  He  remarked  he  wanted  Gist's 
brigade.  I  informed  hiui  that  it  was  to  the  left 
and  had  just  come  up  (General  Gist  had  a  few 
moments  before,  been  put  in  command,  by  me, 
of  General  Ector's  and  Colonel  Wilson's  bri- 
gades, and  Colonel  Colquitt  had  command  of 
Gist's  brigade].  He  ordered  General  Gist's 
brigade  immediately  iuto  the  fight  in  the  rear  of 
Breckinridge,  a  part  of  whose  division  had 
fallen  back,  ariH  the  whole  of  which  was  hard 
pressed.  I  refer  you  to  General  Gist's  report 
for  the  performance  of  liis  command. 

General  Walthall  was  detached  to  the  left 
to  the  support  of  Brigadier-General  Polk,  by 
Hill  or  Polk.  My  command  being  thus  dis- 
posed of,  brigades  being  sent  in  to  take  the 
places  of  divisions,  my  oidy  occupation  was 
to  help  from  the  detached  portions  of  ray  com- 
mand as  they  came  out  from  a  x>osition.  I  felt 
certain  they  would  have  to  leave  when  they 
were  sent  in.  My  division  commanders  re- 
ceived their  orders  diroct  from  General  Hill,  and 
I  refer  you  to  their  reports. 

Breckinridge's  division  having  fallen  back, 
and  General  Hill  having  reported  Cleburne's  di- 
vision, on  Breckinridge's  left,  routed,  my  re- 
serve corps  having  fallen  back  in  detachments, 
in  which  they  were  sent  in,  and  a  column  hav- 
ing been  observed  marching  down  the  Chatta- 
nooga road,  on  our  right,  1  was  compelled  to 
insist  on  having  something  to  do  with  my  own 
command.  With  our  riglit  flank  exposed  to 
their  advancing  column,  the  reported  gap  that 
the  withdrawal  of  Cleburne  had  made  on  the 
left,  I  was  in  favor  of  forming  the  command  in 
a  strong  position  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  or 
two  hundred  yards  in  rear  of  us,  until  we  ascer- 
tained positively  the  condition  of  our  flanks,  and 
then  make  the  best  disposition  of  the  combined 
force  and  strike  the  enemy  to  the  best  advantage. 
General  Hill,  differing  with  me,  ordered  his  line 
of  battle,  one  at  right  angles  to  the  other.  Gen- 
eral Breckinridge  being  at  right  angles  to  mine, 
he  facing  southward  to  oppose  the  force  then 
coming  from  Chattanooga,  and  I  facing  west- 
ward toward  the  enemy  wo  had  been  fighting. 
We  were  in  this  position  when  one  of  General 


Cheatham  were  in  rear  aud  on  General  Gwi 
left  The  command  marched  forward.  Ira* 
you  to  General  Gist's  and  General  Uddeffi  » 
ports  for  the  result 

My  command  bivouacked  on  the  bttk&ll 
and  the  enemy  retreated  in  the  directa  of 
Chattanooga. 

I  owe  to  myself  and  to  the  gallant  commota 
der  me,  to  state  that  when  I  reported  toGtnd 
Hill,  had  he  permitted  me  to  fight  mrmem 
corps  according  to  my  own  judgraentjudiai 
not  disintegrated  it,  as  he  did,  bv  sendiochn 
detachments,  1  would  have  formed  my  fiveW 
ies  on  the  left  flank  of  the  enemy  towvdot 
Chattanooga  road,  and  opened  fire  upon  tib 
enemy's  flank,  and  would  have  either  pais 
them  forward,  supported  by  infjuitry,or  tot 
marched  past  them  with  my  combined  fcjot 
audi  feel  satisfied  that  the  enemy's lefUcdi 
have  been  carried  much  easier  than  it 
many  a  gallant  man  have  been  saved,  and 
enemy's  retreat  intercepted. 

I  refer  the  commanding  General  to  the  repot 
of  the  division  and  brigade  commanders  fa 
conduct  of  their  officers  on  the  field. 

In  the  three  days'  fighting  I  had  the  ho'aoriu 
command  the  gallant  reserve  corps,  I  witnewri 
nothing  but  a  neroisui  that  was  worthy  of  naa 
battling  for  their  freedom.    To  the  division  id 
brigade  commanders,  General  Gist,  commaadisg 
division  composed  of  General  Gist's,  Geneni 
Ector's,  and  Colonel  Wilson's  brigades,  anl  <r> 
eral  Liddell,  commanding  division  composed  & 
General  Walthall's  and  Colonel  Go  van  s  unguis 
I  have  only  to  sav  that  the  Brigadier-GtLerJi 
fought  with  a  gallantry  that  entitle  them  tu  di- 
vision commands,  and  the  Colonels  cuuiuumdiig 
brigades,  with  an  obstinacy  and  courage  thai 
entitle  them  to  the  rank  ot  Brigadier-Geucfak 
The  conduct  of  Colonels,  commanders  of  ban* 
ies,  line  officers,  and  privates,  is  recorded  bj 
their  respective  commanders. 

I  may  be  permitted  in  my  own  division,  which 
was  commanded  on  Sunday  by  General  Gist  to 
state  that  Colonel  Wilson,  who  commanded  a  bri- 
gade on  both  Saturday  and  Sunday,  and  acted  vita 
great  distinction,  and  who  is  the  oldest  OjIodJ 
from  Georgia,  is  entitled, from  long  service  vidi 
the  brigade  and  from  gallant  conduct,  to  me 
command  of  the  Georgia  brigade  he  now  com- 
mands in  the  capacity  of  Brigadier-General; 
aud  that  the  gallant  Stevens,  of  Gist's  brigade, 
(who  was  severely  wounded),  from  what  I  know 
of  his  capacity  as  an  officer,  from  his  gallantry 
on  the  field,  and  from  his  devotion  to  the  caw, 
would  grace  any  position  that  might  be  con- 
ferred. 

To  my  staff,  Captain  J.  B.  Gumming,  Assistant 
Adjutant-General;  Captain  8.  H.  Crump,  Awirt- 


Polk's  Aids  rode  up  and  told  General  Hill  that ,  ant  Inspector-General ;  Lieutenants  Lamar  aa-i 
General  Polk  had  directed  him  to  order  General  |  Kenan,  Aids-do-Camp  ;  Lieutenant  Ma^ruder, 
Hill  peremptorily  to  advance  immediately  on  |  Ordnance  Officer,  who  was  on  the  field  with  mc, 
the  enemy.  General  Gist  was  then  ordered  by  |  and  Captain  M.  H.  Talbot,  volunteer  Aid.  I  am 
me  to  move  his  division  in  the  direction  of  the  |  indebted  for  distinguished  and  gallant  service 
enemy,  and  General  Liddell'a  division  w\*a  ox-  \  o\\  th&  field,  and  to  Captain  Troup,  Assiswnt 
dered  on  hin  right.   Generals  BreckvurVd^c        kv^\x\^\^^v^^^\^       *asas^ss$4l^  wound- 
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arrying  an  order  in  the  thickest  of 
From  the  character  of  the  fighting, 
turday  and  Sunday,  they  were  greatly 
id  bore  themselves  as  became  gen- 
soldiers  fighting  for  all  that  is  dear, 
gallant  dead  wo  can  but  mourn.  The 
e,  and  chivalrous  Colquitt,  who  fell 
d  of  Gist's  brigade,  was  a  soldier 
leman,  a  Christian  and  a  friend.  I 
be  excused  for  paying,  in  my  report, 
i  his  worth. 

f  the  field  and  a  list  of  casualties  will 
this  report 

3rigadc,  which  now  forms  a  part  of 
ivision,  reported  during  the  battle  to 
iral  Hood,  whose  official  report  will, 
*ive  an  account  of  its  operations.  I 
to  hear  it  behaved  with  great  gal- 
colonel,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  II.  T.  Walker, 
Major-General,  commanding  Division. 

OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  JOSEPH  WHEELER. 

HXIDQTIXISRS  CAVALRY  COKFB,  1 

October  30,  1308.  } 

urge  TP.  Brent,  Assistant  Adjutant- 
Army  of  Tennessee: 
:  Having  been  called  upon  to  report 
ons  of  my  command  during  and  inci- 
the  battle  oi  Chickamauga,  I  have  the 
ake  the  following  statement  of  facts, 
nply  to  designate  the  position  of  the 
I  cannot,  in  justice  to  the  officers  and 
a  full  official  report,  until  the  reports 
late  commanders  have  been  received, 
rover,  this  statement  will  answer  un^il 
t  can  be  prepared : 
twenty-seventh  of  August,  my  com- 
isisting  of  Wharton's  and  Martin's 
rod  Roddy's  brigade,  were  stationed 

Bstis's  regiment,  of  Wharton's  divis- 
ing  Tennessee  River  from  Bridge- 
utcrsville ;  Wade's  regiment,  Martin's 
om  Gr (inters villo  to  Decatur,  and  de- 
from  Roddy's  brigade  from  Decatur 
th  of  Bear  Creek.  The  main  body  of 
division  was  stationed  near  Rome, 
rtin's  division,  near  Alexandria,  Alo- 
of Roddy's  brigade,  near  Tuscumbia, 
Two  regiments  of  the  corps  were  on 
uty  with  General  Pillow, 
wenty -seventh,  General  Martin's  com- 
ibering  about  twelve  hundred  men, 
d  to  Trenton,  and  General  Wliarton's 
lily  of  Chattanooga, 
wonty-ninth,  the  enemy  crossed  the 

River  in  force,  driving  back  the 
Colonel  Estis's  regiment  About  five 
en  of  General  Martin's  division^  under 
-Colonel  Maiden,  moved  up  Wills1 
L  were  placed  on  picket  duty  below 

lecame  evident  that  the  enemy  were 
o  divisions  of  cavalry  and  McCooka 


corps  of  infantry  over  Sand  Mountain  and  into 
Wills'  Valley  by  the  Caperton  road.  I  was 
ordered  to  take  post  in  Broom  town  Valley,  for 
the  purpose  of  picketing  the  passes  of  Lookout 
Mountain.  Greneral  Martin,  with  about  twelve 
hundred  men,  guarded  the  passes  from  the 
Tennessee  River  to  Niel's  Gap,  and  General 
Wharton  from  Neil's  Gap  to  Gadsden.  These 
commands  kept  the  enemy  continually  observed, 
and  full  reports  concerning  him  were  several 
times  each  day  sent  to  army  headquarters.  Sev- 
eral columns  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  were  pushed 
over  the  mountain,  all  of  which  were  success- 
fully driven  back. 

Ota  the  twelfth  of  September,  McCook's  corps 
of  infantry  and  Stanley  s  corps  of  cavalry  moved 
over  the  mountain  at  Alpine,  and,  alter  a  severe 
fight,  our  cavalry  (under  Colonel  Avery,  a  most 
gallant  and  discreet  officer)  was  compelled  to 
tailback. 

Skirmishing  continued  nearly  every  day  until 
the  seventeenth,  when  I  was  ordered  to  move 
into  McLemore's  Cove,  by  Dug  and  Catlctt's 
Gaps,  and  attack  the  enemy,  in  order  to  make  a 
demonstration  in  that  direction.  We  fought  for 
some  hours,  driving  the  enemy  for  some  dis- 
tance, but  finally  developed  a  force  too  large  to 
be  dislodged. 

On  the  following  day  we  moved  to  Owen's 
Ford,  on  Chickamauga  River,  leaving  heavy 
pickets  at  all  the  gaps  of  the  mountain  as  far  as 
Gadsden. 

About  two  p.  m.,  I  learned  the  enemy's  cavalry 
were  moving  up  McLemore's  Cove.  I  moved 
across  the  river  and  warmly  assailed  their  flank, 
dividing  the  column  and  driving  the  enemy  in 
confusion  in  both  directions. 

During  the  night  I  received  orders  to  guard 
well  all  the  passes  of  the  mountain  and  all  the 
fords  of  the  river  down  to  General  Longstreet's 
left  flank,  and  to  attack  the  enemy  at  every  op- 
portunity which  presented  itself.  This  order 
was  complied  with,  and  the  remainder  of  my 
force  was  concentrated  at  Glass's  Mill.  A  con- 
siderable force  of  the  enemy,  with  artillery,  were 
deployed  on  the  opposite  bank,  and  warm  skir- 
mishing commenced.  As  soon  as  arrangements 
could  be  made,  I  dismounted  all  my  available 
force,  crossed,  and  warmly  assailed  the  enemy, 
hoping  that  we  might  draw  troops  from  the 
centre,  and  thus  create  a  diversion.  After  a 
short  fight  the  enemy  wavered.  We  charged 
him,  and  drove  a  largely  superior  force  fully  two 
miles  to  Crawfish  Spring,  killing  and  wounding 
largo  numbers,  ana  taking  thirty-five  officers 
and  men  prisoners,  besides  the  wounded.  We 
were  successful  in  creating  the  diversion,  as  the 
enemy  thought  our  advance  a  heavy  flank  move- 
ment, and  reinforced  this  point  heavily.  The 
enemy,  in  his  accounts  of  the  battle,  state  that 
General  Longstrect  flanked  him  at  this  point  at 
the  hour  we  made  the  attack.  At  this  time  I 
received  orders  to  move  my  available  force  to 
Lee  and  Gordon's  Mills,  and  attack  the  enemy. 
We  arrived  at  that  piafca  abowX,  Wo\s*k. 
r.  m.,  crossed  the  fwei,  N\^swrcs&s 
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him.  After  a  short  time,  he  commenced  retreat- 
ing in  confusion.  Wo  followed  as  rapidly  as 
possible,  capturing  about  one  thousand  prison- 
ers, twenty  wagons,  and  a  large  amount  of  arms 
and  ordnance  stores.  About  dark,  we  also  cai>- 
tured  five  large  hospitals,  with  a  considerable 
supply  of  medicines,  camp  equipage,  and  a  great 
number  of  wounded  prisoners,  besides  over  one 
hundred  surgeons.  The  pursuit  was  continued 
till  two  hours  after  nightfall,  when  we  retired  to 
feed  our  horses. 

Early  on  tho  morning  of  the  twenty-first,  I 
detached  two  regiments,  pursuant  to  orders,  to 

Fick  uj>  stragglers  and  anns.  Abont  nine  a.  m., 
received  orders  from  General  Longstrcct  to 
send  a  force  of  cavalry  to  find  the  enemy's  posi- 
tion. At  the  same  time  I  received  orders  trom 
General  Bragg,  through  Colonel  McKinstry,  to 
save  the  captured  property.  To  accomplish 
both  these  objects,  I  detailed  five  hundred  of  my 
best  mounted  men,  under  Colonel  Anderson,  to 
comply  with  General  Longstreet's  order,  with 
full  instructions  to  report  every  hour  to  tliat 
officer.  As  previously  stated,  two  regiments 
were  already  at  work  collecting  stragglers  and 
arms,  leaving  with  me  but  about  seventeen  hun- 
dred men.  Just  at  this  time  I  received  informa- 
tion from  my  pickets  at  Owen's  Ford,  that  the 
enemy,  in  large  force,  was  driving  back  our 
cavalry  from  that  point  It  was  also  reported 
that  the  enemy  had  a  large  train  of  wag- 
ons with  him.  At  the  samo  time  I  ob- 
served a  heavy  dust  in  Chattanooga  Valley, 
which  appeared  to  indicate  a  movement 
from  Chattanooga,  along  the  foot  of  Lookout 
Mountain,  towards  McLemore's  Cove,  for  the 

Surpose  of  succoriug  the  command  reported  at 
wen's  Ford.  I  immediately  moved  over  to 
Chattanooga  Valley  and  drove  back  towards 
Chattanooga  the  force  which  was  marching  from 
that  place.  I  then  left  the  Eighth  Texas  rangers 
and  my  escort  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check,  while, 
with  the  balance  of  the  command,  I  moved  up 
towards  McLemore's  Cove. 

After  marching  about  five  miles  we  met  a  large 
force  of  cavalry,  which,  seeing  the  dust  of  our 
approach,  had  deployed  a  considerable  force  in 
a  strong  position.  I  immediately  deployed  two 
regiments  and  commenced  skirmishing.  Find- 
ing their  position  strong,  I  detached  a  squadron 
to  turn  their  right  flank.  This  caused  the  enemy 
to  waver,  when  we  charged  in  line  and  also  in 
column  on  the  road,  driving  him  in  confusion. 
The  enemy  attempted  to  form  a  new  line  with  his 
reserves  several  times,  but  we  met  him  with  such 
force  as  to  disperse  him  each  time,  driving  him 
before  us.  We  continued  the  charge  several 
miles,  capturing,  killing,  or  dispersing  nearly  the 
entire  command,  said  to  number  about  two  thou- 
sand men.  We  secured  immediately  upon  the 
road  only  about  four  hundred.  We  also  captured 
eighteen  stand  of  colors,  and  secured  their  entire 
train,  numbering  about  ninety  wagons,  loaded 
with  valuable  ba°;gas;e.  Many  of  the  men  who 
escaped  to  the  adjoining  woods  were  v^^^ 
on  the  following  morning,  and  only  \\bowt  sev- 


enty-five men,  half  of  whom  were  tliaU'/oKj 
succeeded  in  joining  the  Federal  umr.  ft 
also  captured  a  number  of  ana*.  The  wys  -, 
and  mules  were  turned  over  to  the  Qiief 
termaster  of  Army  of  Tennessee. 

On  the  following  morning,  pursuant  to  da, 
we  pressed  ou  to  within  one  mile  and  tan  . 
of  Chattanooga,  driving  the  enemy  a  cuurk 
hi n d  his  in fantry.  We  remained  in  this  posta  ,-  • . 
until  night,  when,  pursuant  to  orden,Ip  :■_ 
ceeded  towards  Trcnt*m,preparafc^i»aos»  : 
the  Tennessee  River.   After  one  days  sank!  <- 
received  orders  to  return  and  sweep  opI/Kiic  -:. 
Mountain  to  Point  Lookout.  The  order 
ceived  at  two  p.m.,  and  I  immedatcly rim  ~ 
wilh  an  advance  guard  of  two  bundled  m,  - 
ordering  the  command  to  follow. 

On  arriving  at  Summertown  at  dirk, I W 
one  regiment  of  the  enemy  behind  rixv%  tan- 
cades.   I  dismounted  my  men  to  fed  ttHrp*  , 
tion  and  charged  their  flanks,  driving  thenft 
some  distance.   In  this  hasty  retreat  they  Is 
several  guns,  knapsacks,  overcoats, airl**^ 
utensils,  also  their  supper  already  cookei 
that  time  I  learned  that  my  command  tod  be 
stopped  and  ordered  to  ChiekamaQg*  : 
I,  however,  with  my  small  command, 
bered  one  hundred  and  five  dismounted* 
pressed  the  enemy  off  the  mountain. 

After  siirveying  the  enemy's  ^w^fj? 
porting  fully  his  position  to  the  com*1"?2. 
General,  I  proceeded  to  ChickamaugSW* 
where  I  received  orders  to  ctobs  the  1 
Iliver  above  Chattanooga.   During  the  1 
however,  I  received  orders  to  move  to«s*  \ 
Charleston  to  support  General  Forrest,  ito** 
moving  upon  the  enemy  in  that  direction 

On  tho  twenty-ninth  I  received  orders  tow* 
the  Tennessee  River  with  that  portion  of 
command  then  with  me  (one  brigade  having^ 
left  with  the  army}  and  three  brigades 
General  Forrest  had  been  ordered  to  send  w. 

On  the  morning  of  the  thirtieth,  I  learned lU 
these  commands  had  just  arrived  at  a  point  sfec 
twenty  miles  from  the  point  of  crossing.  I  or- 
dered them  to  the  latter  place,  and  proceeds 
there  with  the  c  ommands  of  Generals  What:: 
and  Martin.   The  enemy  had  occupied  the  op- 
posite bank,  and  immediately  concentrated  i 
force  nearly,  if  not  quite,  equal  to  our  own.  to 
resist  our  crossing.   This  force  had  followed  v 
up  the  river,  and  I  found  that  at  any  point  « 
which  I  should  attempt  to  cross  could  bo  racked 
as  easily  by  them  as  by  my  command.  Und?.r 
these  circumstances,  I  determined  to  cross  « 
the  point  I  then  was.   The  three  brigade*  firvin 
General  Forrest  were  mere  skeletons,  scarcely 
averaging  five  hundred  effective  men  each.  The*? 
'were  badly  armed,  had  but  a  small  supply  ** 
ammunition,  and  their  horses  were  in  horriiV 
conditign,  having  been  marched  continuity 
for  three  days  and  three  nights  without  renam- 
ing saddles.'  The  men  were  worn  out  anl  with- 
out rations.   The'  brigade  commanders  m*it 
\  ymw\.  -vff^TvX.  against  their  commu^* 
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is  state  of  things  I  allowed  the  worst 
>  be  returned  to  the  rear,  and  with  the 
ir  crossed  in  the  face  of  an  enemy  nearly 
as  our  own  force.  We  assailed  and 
e  enemy  about  three  miles, 
morning  of  November  second  I  reached 
ie  Valley,  and  at  three  o'clock  on  the 
:  morning  proceeded  down  towards 
rith  about  fifteen  hundred  men.  After 
*  about  ten  miles  we  overtook  and  cap- 
rty-two  six-mule  wagons,  which  were 
1.  The  mules  were  carried  on  with  the 
L. 

preaching  Anderson's  Cross-roads  we 
t  by  a  considerable  force  of  cavalry, 
e  charged  and  drove  before  us.  We 
id  a  large  train  of  wagons,  which  proved 
lfrom  tne  top  of  Waldron's  Itidge  for  a 
of  ten  miles  towards  Jasper.  This  train 
vily  loaded  with  ordnance,  quartermas- 
commissary  stores.  The  number  of 
was  variously  estimated  at  from  eight 
i  hundred.  No  one  saw,  perhaps,  more 
the  train.  The  Quartermaster  in  charge 
urn,  as  well  as  other  employees,  stated 
•e  were  eight  hundred  six-mule  wagons, 
i  great  number  of  sutler  wagons.  The 
s  guarded  by  a  brigade  of  cavalry  in 
i  a  brigade  of  cavalrv  in  rear,  and  on 
c,  where  we  attacked,  were  stationed 
ments  of  infantry.  After  a  warm  fight 
(Is  were  defeated  ami  driven  off,  leaving 
e  train  in  our  possession.  After  select- 
mules  and  wagons  as  we  needed,  we 
troyed  the  train  by  burning  the  wagons 
ring  or  shooting  the  mules.  During  this 
:  pickets  were  *lriven  in  on  both  flanks 
ear.  Fortunately  the  enemy  was  rcpuls- 
e  remained  undisturbed  for  eight  hours, 
our  work  was  thoroughly  accomplish- 
before  dark,  as  we  were  retiring,  a  large 
cavalry  and  infantry  moved  upon  us 
)henson,  skirmishing'with  our  rear  until 
) luring  this  General  Martin,  Colonel 
d  Lieutenant-Colonel  Griffith  were  dis- 
d  for  gallantry.  During  the  night  I 
ver  Cumberland  Mountain,  and  early 
ning  joined  General  Wharton  near  the 
ic  mountain,  and  went  forward  to  attack 
ille.  The  enemy  was  pressing  close 
>ut  we  succeeded  in  capturing  the 
th  an  enormous  supply  of  quartermaster 
ruissary  stores,  with  the  fortifications 
son,  which  numbered  five  hundred  and 
ven  men,  with  arms,  accoutrements,  &c. 
ired  horses  were  also  captured.  The 
light  were  occupied  in  destroying  the 
ocomotive,  a  train  of  cars,  and  a  bridge 
cory  Creek — such  of  the  stores  as  could 
)orted  having  been  distributed  to  the 

following  day  we  marched  to  Murfrcos- 
fter  making  a  demonstration  upon  the 
moved  over,  and,  after  a  short  fight, 
a  strong  stockade  guarding  the  railroad 
vcr  Stone  River,  with  its  garrison  of 


fifty-two  men.  The  day  was  occupied  in  cutting 
down  the  bridge  and  thoroughly  burning  the 
timber.  We  also  burned  the  railroad  ties  and 
track  for  three  miles  below  the  bridge. 

The  following  day  we  destroyed  a  train  and  a 
quantity  of  stores  at  Christiana  and  Fosterville, 
and  destroyed  all  the  railroad  bridges  and  tres- 
sels  between  Murfreesboro'  and  Wartrace,  in- 
cluding all  the  large  bridges  at  and  near  the  lat- 
ter place,  capturing  the  guards,  &c.  We  also 
captured  and  destroyed  a  largo  amount  of  stores 
of  all  kinds  at  Shelby ville — the  enemy  running 
from  his  Btrong  fortifications  upon  our  approach. 

That  night  I  ordered  Davidsons  division  to 
encamp  on  Duck  River,  near  Warner's  Bridge ; 
Martin's  division  two  niiles  further  down,  and 
Wharton's  two  miles  below  Martin's.  During  the 
evening  I  learned  that  the  enemy,  who  had  been 
closely  pursuing,  had  encamped  near  Frazier's 
farm.  I  immediately  informed  General  David- 
son of  the  position  of  the  enemy,  and  directed 
him  to  keep  the  enemy  observed,  and  to  join  me 
should  the  enemy  move  towards  him.  This 
order  was  shortly  after  repeated  with  this  modi- 
fication, that  he  should  move  immediately  to  my 
position  (Cro well's  Mill).  Unfortunately  he 
failed  to  comply  with  this  order,  and  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning  was  attacked  by  a  superior 
force  of  the  enemy.  I  received  two  consecutive 
dispatch ee  from  General  Davidson  which  indi- 
cated he  was  moving  down  Duck  River,  but  on 
questioning  his  couriers,  I  ascertained  that  he 
was  moving  towards  Farmingtou.  I  immediate- 
ly started  at  a  trot  towards  Farmingtou,  with 
Martin's  division,  ordering  General  Wharton  and 
the  wagons  to  follow1'  me.  I  reached  Farmington 
just  in  time  to  place  five  regiments  of  Martin's 
command  in  position  when  the  enemy  appeared. 
I  had  ordered  General  Davidson  to  form  in  col- 
umn by  fours  on  the  Pike,  and  to  charge  the 
enemy  when  they  were  repulsed  by  Martin's 
division,  General  Davidson  having  officially  re- 
ported to  me  that  only  three  regiments  of  the 
enemy  had  been  seen  during  the  day. 

The  engagement  commenced  warmly,  but  the 
enemy  was  soon  repulsed.  General  Davidson 
had  failed  to  form,  as  stated,  and,  instead,  had 
moved  for  some  distance.  The  enemy  soon  af- 
ter came  up  in  strong  force,  with  a  division  of 
infantry  and  a  division  of  cavalry.  We  fought 
them  with  great  warmth  for  twenty  minutes, 
when  we  charged  the  line  and  drove  it  back  for 
some  distance.  General  Wharton's  column  and 
our  train  having  now  passed,  and  the  object 
for  which  we  fought  being  accomplished,  wo 
withdrew,  without  being  followed  by  the  enemy. 

The  enemy,  in  his  own  account  of  the  fight, 
acknowledged  a  loss  of  twenty-nine  killed,  in- 
cluding one  Colonel,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
nine  wounded.  My  entire  loss  was  less  than 
one-fourth  of  the  above  figures. 

A  reconnoissanco  was  made  towards  Columbia, 
which  caused  the  enemy  to  evacuate  that  place 
and  destroy  all  their  stores,  including  thirty 
days'  rations  fox  the  c-axtvaow. 

We  then  piocee&ealo  ^ 
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Muscle  Shoals,  the  only  fordable  place  on  the 
river,  where  we  crossed  without  difficulty,  the 
enemy  reaching  the  river  just  after  I  had 
crossed. 

Two  pieces  of  artillery  of  Wiggin's  battery 
having  broken  down  several  times,  were  finally 
abandoned  on  account  of  our  utter  inability  to 
bring  them  further.  The  officers  deserve  great 
credit  for  carrying  them  so  far  in  their  disabled 
condition.  One  of  the  timbers  of  White's  bat- 
tery blew  up,  which  caused  it  also  to  be  aban- 
doned. Two  of  the  pieces  were  howitzers,  and 
the  other  was  an  iron  gun  which  had  been 
condemned  at  every  inspection  for  the  last  year. 

During  the  trip  we  captured  in  action  sixteen 
hundred  prisoners,  and  killed  and  wounded  as 
many  of  tneir  cavalry  as  would  cover  our  entire 
loss. 

A  full  report  of  the  casualties  in  mv  command 
during  the  battle,  and  during  the  trip  through 
Middle  Tennessee,  will  be  found  in  the  annexed 
tabular  statement. 

A  considerable  amount  of  the  property  cap- 
tured on  the  trip  was  brought  across  the  river. 

The  result  of  the  operations  of  the  cavalry  un- 
der my  command  during  the  battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga  were,  first,  guarding  the  left  flank  of  the 
army  for  a  distance  of  ninety  miles,  during  and 
for  twenty  days  preceding  the  battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga,  during  which  time  it  continually  ob- 
served and  skirmished  with  the  enemy,  repelling 
and  developing  all  his  diversions.  During  the 
battle,  with  the  available  force  (which  near  ex- 
ceeded two  thousand  men)  not  on  other  duty, 
such  as  guarding  the  flanks,  we  foucht  the  ene- 
my vigorously  and  successfully,  Killing  and 
wounding  large  numbers,  and  capturing  two 
thousand  prisoners,  one  nundred  wagons  and 
teams,  a  large  amount  of  other  property,  and 
eighteen  stand  of  colors,  all  of  which  were 
turned  over  to  the  proper  authorities. 

To  Generals  Wharton  and  Martin,  command- 
ing divisions,  and  Colonels  Wheeler,  Morgan, 
Crews  and  Harrison,  commanding  brigades,  I 
tender  my  thanks  for  their  zeal,  energy,  and  gal- 
lantry during  the  engagement.  To  General 
Davidson  and  Colonel  Hodge,  who  commanded 
the  troops  which  joined  me  on  the  expedition 
across  the  Tennessee  River,  I  lender  my  thanks 
for  their  good  conduct,  and  that  of  their  troops 
during  their  advance  upon  McMinnville,  and  to 
General  Martin  and  Colonel  Avery  for  their 
gallant  assistance  in  the  capture  and  destruc- 
tion of  the  wagon  train,  and  to  General  Martin 
and  his  command  particularly  for  their  good 
conduct  at  Farmington,  and  their  laborious  work 
in  destroying  the  bridges  on  the  railroad.  Gen- 
eral Wharton  and  his  command  behaved  through- 
out with  their  accustomed  gallantry. 

I  tender  my  thanks  to  the  following  members 
of  my  staff  for  their  gallantry  and  good  con- 
duct, viz.. : 

Colonel  King,  Majors  Burford,  Jenkins,  Hume, 
and  Hill;  Captains  Turner,  Powell,  Waste  JIms&v, 


To  Major  Hume,  particularly,  am  I 
for  his  gallantry  during  the  fight  at  Fir 
where  he  was  wounded,  and  to  li 
Pointer,  my  Aid,  for  his  gallantry  darn 
airy  charge,  when  he  dashed  upon  the 
color-bearer,  shot  him,  and  then  ton 
brought  the  colors  back  to  his  commwi 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sern 
Joseph  Whblo 


APPENDIX  A. 

Hbadquarbrs  DAvraurt  CiTiin  ftn 
October  7.1* 

Major-Oenerol  Wheeler,  commanding  (k 
General  :  The  enemy  are  following  me 
now  six  miles  below  town,  on  the  wntk 
the  river. 
I  have  not  yet  made  a  decided  stand. 
Respectfully, 

H.  B.  Datmoj 

Brlgadier-Genem  oom 

HSADQDAHKM  DAT!!)**'*  CiTAUffft 

Aixkx's  HoosE.OcWbor 

Major-Oeneral  Wheeler,  commanding  * 
General  :  I  am  moving  down  the  sV 
river.  The  enemy  are  following  me 
soon  as  I  can  get  a  position,  1  will  mak 
I  think  they  are  in  strong  force. 

Respectfnllv, 

H.  &  Day™ 
Brigadfcr-Go&eralCQ 

True  copies : 

M.  G.  Hudson,  A.  D.  C. 

REPORT  OF  BRIO. -GEN.  UDDHI*  OOMMAXDC 

Hkadqcaxtixs  Liddell'b  axd  Lcnrftrt 
GrouRm'8  Dmaio.i,  A.  T.,  mrou  Chattaxoos 
October  10, 

Captain  Joseph  B.  Gumming,  A.  A, 
the  Reserve,  A.  T.: 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  rerj 
tion  of  my  division,  consisting  of 
and  Govan  s  brigades,  and  constitutk 
of  the  reserve  at  the  battle  of  Chick 
About  two  o'clock  p.  m.,  on  Fridai 
eenth  of  September,  I  was  ordered 
General  Walker  to  take  Alexandc 
across  the  Chickamauga,  The  recor 
made  was  a  very  hasty  and  imp 
and,  relying  chiefly  upon  the  infoi 
tained  from  General  regram,  1  insl 
gadicr-General  Walthall,  of  my  divisi 
an  attack  upon  the  enemy  in  posse* 
bridge.  This  was  promptly  execu 
three-quarters  of  an  hour  we  had  i 
sion.  The  force  in  our  front  consul 
dor's  mounted  infantry,  from  whom 
tured  a  half  dozen  or  more  breech-lo 
Our  loss  was  one  hundred  and  five  ii 
wounded,  and  I  can  only  account  f 
proportion  from  the  efficiency  of 
Nioraoou.,  our  attack  having  been 


and  Kennedy,  and  lieutenants  PoVnto^WaKVs&A  VtoXsSt  ^rqcA%  ratax  >ax&As^£a*b 
Nichol  and  Hatch.  \  ^  sxNSCkstj  oil 
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n,  comparatively  harmless.  The  bridge 
been  torn  up,  prevented  our  crossing,  at 
int,  and,  making  a  detour  of  about  a  mile 
iolf  northward,  we  effected  a  crossing  at 
i  Ford,  continuing  thence  our  movement 
isition  nearly  one  half  mile  in  front  of 
ler's  Bridge,  where  wo  bivouacked  for 
ht  on  the  same  ground  occupied  by  a 
of  the  enemy  in  our  attack  on  the 

ext  morning,  the  nineteenth,  about  day- 
b  continued  our  movement,  in  the  same 
a,  towards  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill,  for 
ne  and  a  half  miles  further,  where  we 
>r  further  instructions, 
t  eight  o'clock,  the  firing  of  General 
a  cavalry  and  Ector's  and  Wilson's  bri- 
iecame  very  heavy  in  the  rear  of  the 
n  we  were  taking,  and  on  the  right  of 
tided  line  of  battle.  The  country  around 
stly  oak  woodland,  and  in  places  thick 
rush. 

t  eleven  o'clock,  Major-General  Walker 
e  to  go  with  him  on  a  reconnoissance,  to 
'hat  the  demonstration  meant  then  being 
u  our  right.  After  proceeding  north- 
le  and  a  half  miles,  we  found  the  enemy 
I  back  General  Ector's  and  Colonel  Wil- 
igades,  the  latter  more  or  less  in  con- 
oid other  evidences  of  attack,  making  it 
t  that  a  heavy  force  was  bearing  down 
i  I  replied  to  General  Walker's  inqniry 
lat  I  thought  of  it,  "  that  I  was  satisfied 
of  the  enemy  was  about  being  thrown 

to  turn  our  right  wing,  which  it  was 
ly  necessary  for  us  to  meet  promptlv 
avy  reinforcements."  Ho  agreed  with 
lis  opinion,  and  immediately  wrote  the 

General  Bragg.  At  the  same  time  or- 
re  received  by  him  from  General  Bragg 
k  the  enemy  immediately  with  all  his 
>on  which  he  instructed  me  to  bring  up 
i  to  the  relief  of  the  two  brigades  already 
sd,  and  to  retard,  if  possible,  the  further 
i  of  the  enemy.  As  soon  as  my  com- 
nild  reach  the  place,  I  formed  the  line 
arthward,  General  Walthall  on  the  right, 
Govan  on  the  left,  and  at  once  moved 

to  the  attack  at  fifteen  minutes  past 
*.  m.,  cautioning  Colonel  Govan  to  look 
lis  left,  as  I  apprehended  that  his  left 
oild  strike  the  enemy  first,  although  he 

then  visible  on  account  of  the  thick 
)wth.  In  a  few  minutes  we  became 
.gaged  with  the  enemy's  infantry  and 

and,  pressing  forward  with  a  shout, 
urcd  all  the  artillery  in  our  immediate 
th  manv  prisoners  of  the  Fifth.  Four- 
fifteenth,  Sixteenth,  Eighteenth.  Nine- 
nd  Twenty-first  United  States  Regulars, 
rth  Kentucky.  I  ordered  the  artillery 
ken  to  the  rear  as  rapidly  as  possi- 
so  manv  horses  had  been  killed  that  it 
'  difficult  to  secure  the  pieces.  We  had 
sen  through  two  lines  of  the  enemy  im- 
-  in  our  front,  and  were  just  engaging 


the  third  when  it  was  discovered  that  their  ex- 
tended lines  were  overlapping  and  flanking  us, 
right  and  left,  upon  which  it  became  necessary 
to  retire  rapidly,  by  a  flank  movemeut  to  the 
right,  to  avoid  destruction  or  capture.  After 
reaching  the  next  hill  in  rear  of  us,  wo  found 
General  Cheatham's  division  taking  position, 
having  just  come  up  a  little  too  late  to  our  sup- 
port in  action.   It  was  now  perfectly  clear  that 
we  had  been  opposed  to  an  entire  corps  of  the 
enemy  (General  Thomas's),  to  drive  back  which 
General  Cheatham's  division  soon  after  proved 
to  be  insufficient   My  command  now  having 
been  re-formed  and  rested  for  a  short  time,  I  was 
ordered  to  the  extreme  right  of  General  Cheat- 
ham's line,  forming  an  obtuse  ancle  with  it,  upon 
reaching  which  position  I  moved  forward  to  the 
attack  a  second  time,  in  line  nearly  at  right  an- 
gles to  that  assumed  by  me  in  the  first  attack ; 
Colonel  Govan  now  on  the  right,  and  General 
Walthall  on  the  loft    The  latter  finding  the 
enemy  well  posted,  and  in  very  strong  force,  after 
a  contest  of  naif  an  hour,  was  compelled  to  with- 
draw about  two  hundred  yards,  the  left  regi- 
ment of  Colonel  Govan's  brigade  falling  back 
with  him.   Tho  right  of  Colonel  Govan's  bri- 
gade had  captured  several  pieces  of  artillery 
from  tho  enemy,  which  seemed  lightly  support- 
ed, and,  whilst  endeavoring  to  secure  them,  was 
fired  upon  by  a  Confederate  battery,  from  the 
rear,  the  position  of  the  line  in  the  under-brush 
having  concealed  it  from  view,  thus  causing  the 
mistake.   This  unlucky  accident  caused  him  to 
retire  to  the  same  line  with  General  W althall, 
without  accomplishing  his  object   In  this  last 
attack,  we  fought  over  a  portion  of  the  ground 
on  the  left  that  we  had  contended  for  in  the 
first  engagement,  the  enemy  bavins  pushed  up 
and  occupied  two-thirds  of  it.   It  was  now 
within  an  hour  of  sunset,  when  General  Cle- 
burne's division  came  up  in  my  roar,  as  General 
Cheatham's  had  done  in  tho  first  fight,  and  form- 
ing his  line  of  three  brigades  parallel  with,  mine, 
moved  forward  over  us  upon  the  enemy,  enr 
eaging  him  about  two  hundred  yards  from  my 
front   This  attack  being  sudden  and  unex- 
pected, the  enemy  gave  way  for  the  distance  of 
half  a  mile  or  more,  when  both  parties  ceased 
firing  for  the  night   It  now  being  dark,  we 
bivouacked  where  we  were,  and  next  morning, 
about  six  o'clock,  in  obedience  to  orders  re- 
ceived from  General  Walker,  I  moved  my  com- 
mand with  General  Ector's  brigade,  about  a 
mile  and  a  half  to  the  right,  on  tho  prolonga- 
tion, and  in  support  of  General  Breckinridge's 
right   After  arriving  there,  I  was  ordered  to 
move  forward  to  the  attack  in  place  of  General 
Breckinridge's  division,  which  had  been  repulsed 
in  its  attack  on  the  enemy's  left  flank  and 
rear.   Here,  at  the  order  of  LieutenaiitGcneral 
Polk,  General  Walthall's  brigade  was  detached 
from  me  and  moved  to  the  left  of  General 
Gist's  brigade,  which  was  then  making  a  direct 
attack  on  the  left  of  the  enemy's  hue  near  his 
breastworks.   At  tYie  «udea  \mw&      <st&»t  ™& 
given  me  by  Geueial  "BSBL  to  C^ssm^ 
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Govan's  brigade  and  move  on  the  Chattanooga 
road  and  enrage  the  enemy  in  his  rear.  This 
was  about  eleven  o'clock.  After  moving  for- 
ward a  short  distance  I  ordered  Colonel  Govan 
to  change  direction  to  the  left,  which  ho  did, 
finding  the  enemy  in  some  woods  after  pass- 
ing a  small  field,  and  pushing  him  back  to  the 
open  ground  in  rear  of  the  left  of  his  fortifi 
cations.  This  was  about  half  a  mile  in  ad- 
vance of  Gist's  brigade  and  on  the  Chattanooga 
road,  cut  off  from  all  connection  with  any  of 
our  forces.  After  a  severe  engagement,  in  which 
the  enemy  gave  way  opposite  the  right  and  press- 
ed forward  in  large  force  on  the  left  of  the  bri- 
gade, thus  apparently  designing  to  cut  him  off, 
Colonel  Go  wan  was  forced  to  retire  rapidly  to 
avoid  destruction. 

For  the  part  taken  by  General  Walthall  after 
he  was  detached  from  me  I  refer  to  his  report 
On  reaching  the  cover  of  the  timber  by  a  cir- 
cuitous detour  to  the  right,  the  brigade  was 
halted  and  re-formed,  and  soon  afterwards  was 
joined  by  General  Walthall's  command  from  the 
left  of  Gist's.  We  were  ordered  now  to  remain 
in  line,  awaiting  further  orders.  About  six  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Hill  ordered  me  to  move 
straight  forward  and  occupy  the  Chattanooga 
road.  I  requested  General  Hill  to  support  me 
on  the  left,  as  I  was  satisfied  from  personal  ob- 
servation during  Colonel  Govan's  attack  that  I 
would  be  enfiladed.  This  he  said  he  would  give 
me,  and  I  moved  off  at  once.  The  line  had  passed 
some  little  distance  beyond  the  Chattanooga  road, 
meeting  with  little  or  no  resistance  to  that  point, 
when,  as  expected,  it  was  enfiladed  by  batteries 
on  both  flanks,  whilst  a  battery  in  front  played 
upon  it  across  a  waste  field  I  immediately 
placed  seven  pieces  of  artillery  on  a  high  point 
on  the  right  of  General  Walthall's  brigade,  which 
held  the  right  wing,  to  engage  the  enemy's  bat- 
teries and  draw  the  fire,  if  possible,  from  the  in- 
fantry. My  line  was  parallel  with  the  enemy's 
works  and  in  his  rear,  upon  his  left  flank,  nearly 
half  a  mile.  Here  I  had  halted  and  ordered  the 
men  to  lie  down,  no  enemy  just  then  appearing 
in  front.  There  was  a  wide  open  field  m  front 
and  on  my  left.  The  enemy  soon  after  this  ap- 
parently left  his  works  and  pressed  upon  the 
rear  of  my  left  flank,  whilst  his  batteries  en- 
filaded me.  Soon  afterwards  a  cloud  of  skir- 
mishers suddenly  emerged  from  the  woods,  en- 
cirling  my  front  and  right  wing.  From  the  com- 
bination of  attacks,  my  command  was  forced  to 
withdraw  to  avoid  being  captured.  A  part  of 
my  skirmishers  were  nevertheless  captured,  to- 
gether with  Colonel  Scales,  Thirteenth  Missis- 
sippi regiment,  Walthall's  brigade.  The  Feder- 
als bad  left  their  works,  at  this  time,  in  retreat 
from  the  field,  and  our  whole  line  was  moving 
upon  them.  After  reforming  my  command  I 
moved  to  the  position  of  the  Chattanooga  road, 
near  McDonald's  house,  where  it  bivouacked  on 
the  ground  it  was  ordered  to  hold.  At  ten 
o'clock,  Sunday  night,  my  scouts  reported  thai 
the  enemy  had  entirely  withdrawn  ttom  ta& 
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In  these  five  different  engagement,  a  & 
space  of  three  days,  I  lost  a  great  mar  Jos 
and  men ;  my  loss  being  one  hundred  ■Jit 
two  killed,  nine  hundred  and  sixty-daw  w3 
ed,  and  two  hundred  and  seventy-sens ■»% 
total,  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  sr 
out  of  an  effective  total  in  both  bnpfaflf 
three  thousand  one  hundred  and  sms}*) 
before  action. 

The  attack  of  the  enemy  being  timed  tm 
right  wing,  his  force  was  neceavfy  By 
to  accomplish  his  object,  and, in  ever/km*, 
overpowered  me  with  numbers,  kwossa, 
in  the  last  two  days*  fight,  did  we  sab  ■* 
tack  without  being  flanked  by  theovahasj  \ 
lines  of  the  enemy ;  and,  atthongh  fail  b 
give  way  four  different  times,  Berioonodssj 
loss  was  inflicted  upou  the  Federals  mescasV 
tack,  and  the  command  always  nrompflyabi 
to  renew  the  engagement 

In  connection  with  Sunday  evening  iSt^ 
is  proper  for  me  to  state  that  the  force  itt 
was  reported  by  General  Forrest  about  fan 
m.,  to  Lieutenant-General  Hill  to  be  moraglat 
the  direction  of  Chattanooga,  in  aoppffirffc 
enemy's  left  flank,  took  ita  position  mtkeds 
of  the  woods  on  the  opposite  side  of  tk«* 
field  in  my  front,  supported  its  betters*  «*J 
right  flank  and  front,  and,  during  4c 
gagement,  threw  forward  its  skinus&en,rfA 
co-operating  with  the  attack  on  my  left  ni* 
and  the  enfilading  fires  of  their  srhlkrjity 
every  movement  of  their  own  side  in1*1' 
well  as  our  own.   This  force  retired  ftofc 
Ittlance  of  the  enemy  at  dusk,  having  int- 
ently accomplished  its  object  of  prcvetiugt* 
getting  in  his  rear.  We  took  about  eight  \sM 
prisoners,  nearly  all  of  whom  were  regitei 
the  United  States  army.   Major  Coolidge,«te 
Sixteenth  United  States  infimtry,  was  WW- 
Captain  Van  Pelt,  of  Loorais'  battery,  wiiop- 
tured  by  the  Eighth  Arkansas  and  first  I/» 
iana  infantry.  Of  the  pieces  captured,  four  w» 
secured  by  Govan's  brigade  and  one  byW 
thalls.  I  refer  to  tho  reports  of  brigade  » 
manders  for  particulars.   Colonel  Feathenta. 
of  the  Fifth  Arkansas,  was  killed  early  in  the 
first  action.   Colonel  Gillespie  and  Liesteoufr 
Colonel  Baulcum  were  both  wounded.  In  Brig- 
adier-General Walthall's  brigade,  Lieutesut- 
Colonel  McKelvane,  Twenty-fourth  Miswwpri, 
LieutenantrColonel  Morgan,  Twenty-ninth  Ma- 
sissippi,  Major  Pegram,  Thirty-fourth  Wsks- 
sippi,  Major  Staples,  Twentv-faarth  MisbibtcL 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Jones,  Twen  ty-seventh  SuV 
sissippi,  Major  Johnson,  Thirtieth  IGsassppi. 
and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Reynolds,  Thirtieth  & 
sissippi.  were  wounded,  the  last  mortally.  Offi- 
cers and  men  of  both  brigades  behaved  with 
unusual  gallantry,  and  I  have  the  satisfaction  tf 
knowing  that  they  did  their  duty  to  their  coun- 
try, side  by  side,  against  greater  odds  than  they 
have  hitherto  met  Although  no  brilliant  re- 
sults were  directly  accomplished,  the  record  for 
^$&3*a^caaoaucX  \»>  ^^snroassed.  In  my 


field  and  disappeared  toward  Lookout  ^omta\xu\VTOfl^  ^f* 
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,  when  overpowered  by  immense  uum- 
i  all  tides,  to  be  able  to  rally  promptly  and 

 t  again  and  again  to  the  contest  undaunted. 

enemy  was  held  in  check  by  the  resolute 
_  _  'ery  of  my  two  brigades,  united  with  the  rest 
General  Walker's  command,  until  sufficient 
could  come  up  to  prevent  -our  right 
from  being  tinned  by  General  Thomas' 
_  _^  To  my  two  brigade  commanders,  Briga- 
Sfar-Oeueral  Walthall  and  Colonel  Govan,  I  am 
My  indebted  for  their  prompt  co-operation 
.  every  movement  and  quick  apprehension  of 
Hie  constantly  recurring  necessities  that  arise 
BUa  bctttle-field.  I  know  of  no  more  gallant 
■naVliers,  and  feel  honored  by  the  command  of 
officers.   My  staff,  Captain  G.  A.  Williams, 

^  ttcmt  Adiutant-General,  and  Lieutenant  J. 

Bostick,  Aid-de-Carup,  behaved  with  their 
^■tml  gallantry  and  need  no  commendation  at 
Viands,  lieutenant  Dulin,  Brigade  Inspec- 
slightly  wounded  in  the  forehead.  To 
™y  Chief  Surgeon,  Dr.  McFadden,  my  thanks 
^oLn©  for  his  prompt  attention  to  the  wounded 
-^tiieir  rapid  removal  from  the  field,  however 
^JJ~U"t  they  were  from  the  hospital  he  had  been 
rJJ^w^d  to  establish.  I  would  respectfully  bring 
j?*iotice  the  gallantry  of  Captain  Fletcher,  of 
SJ*  Thirteenth  Arkansas  regiment,  in  repelling 
™JJ*udden  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  capture  two 
f^^fe*  of  artillery,  which  were  unavoidably  de- 
^Vjd  in  being  removed  from  their  position  late 
i?1  we  evening  of  the  twentieth.   I  thank  God 
7^  permitting  us  to  bo  .the  survivors,  of  a  great 
^*©toiy  for  our  country. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  R.  Liddell, 

Brtgadier-GeDCral. 


OF  BRIOADIER-0 ENTERAL  W. 
HANDING  DIVISION. 


PRESTON,  00M- 


GROcrviLU,  Booth  Gakolixa,  October  31,  1868. 
Contain  Qallaher,  Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  in 
obedience  to  orders,  a  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  the  division  under  my  command  in  the  battle 
of  Chickamauga : 

On  the  eighteenth  of  September,  our  forces 
advanced  in  several  columns  to  cross  the  Chick- 
amauga, and  give  battle  to  the  Federal  army 
under  General  RosecranB.  Major-Geueral  Buck- 
ner's  corps,  consisting  of  Stewart's  division  and 
mine,  moved  on  the  road  to  Thedford's  Ford,  and 
on  the  evening  of  that  day  (Friday)  my  command 
bivouacked  at  Hunt's  or  Daltou's  Ford,  on  the 
south  bank  of  the  river  and  east  of  the  road. 
The  skirmishers  of  Colonel  Kelly's  brigade 
soon  discovered  the  enemy  posted  along  the 
opposite  bank  of  the  stream,  extending  above  in 
the  direction  of  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill.  Soon 
after  nightfall  General  Grade's  brigade  was 
moved  across  the  ford  and  established  in  line  of 
battle,  running  almost  east  and  west,  near  Hunt's 
house,  and  a  few  hundred  vards  north  of  the 
river,  where  it  remained  during  the  night 

On  the  next  morning  my  two  remaining  bri- 
gadea  crossed  the  river  at  dawn,  and  were 


formed  in  line  of  battle  in  Hunt's  field.  Stewart's 
division  soon  occupied  a  position  on  my  right, 
and  extended  eastward  in  the  direction  of  Thed- 
ford's Ford.   Riding  forward,  I  found  troops  of 
Brigadier-General  Johnson's  and  Major-General 
Hoods  commands  forming  in  line  of  battle 
nearly  at  right  angles  to  my  own  line,  facing 
westward,  toward  the  Chattanooga  road,  and 
afterwards  met  General  Bragg,  Major-Geueral 
Hood,  and  Major-General  Buckner,  who  were 
conferring  together.  Having  reported  to  Major- 
Gcneral  Buckner  the  position  of  my  troops,  1 
returned,  and  about  eight  o'clock  received  an 
order  from  him  to  advance  through  Hunt's  field, 
in  the  direction  of  the  enemy.   Grade's  brigade 
was  immediately  conformed  to  the  general  line 
of  battle,  and  moved  westwardly  toward  the 
main  road,  that  runs  north  from  Lafayette  to 
i  Chattanooga.   After  advancing  about  six  hun- 
'  dred  yards  it  arrived  near  a  sharp  curve  of  the 
|  Chickamauga,  which  impeded  further  progress. 
I  halted  the  command  on  the  brow  of  the  hill 
I  overlooking  the  stream  and  plain  below.  The 
j  enemy's  lines  and  batteries  were  discovered 
!  about  fifteen  hundred  yards  distant,  in  the  direc- 
I  tion  of  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill,  across  the  bend  of 
the  river,  which  it  would  have  been  necessary  to 
|  cross  twice,  with  an  open  field  intervening, 
'  swept  by  their  artillery,  had  the  advance  con- 
!  tinued  straightforward.   Having  halted  Grade, 
I  drew  up  Kelly's  brigade  three  hundred  yards 
in  the  rear,  upon  a  declivity  iu  the  field,  and 
Trigg's  brigade  about  three  hundred  yards  in 
Tear  of  Kelly's,  on  the  prolongation  of  Bate's 
brigade,  of  Stewart's  division,  which  was  on  the 
right — thus  forming  my  division  in  a  column  of 
three  brigades.    A  rocky  hill  near  Grade's 
right,  overlooking  the  field  below,  afforded  an 
excellent  position  for  artillery.  Upon  it  I  posted 
Jeffries'  battery.   The  enemy  commenced  shell- 
ing my  lines  rapidly,  and  I  lost  a  commissioned 
officer  killed,  and  a  few  men  of  the  Sixth  Florida, 
|  with  Lieutenant  Lane  and  others  oi  the  Sixty- 
third  Tennessee  wounded.   A  shot  or  two  was 
I  fired  by  Jeffirics,  but  I  ordered  the  battery  to 
I  cease  firing,  as  the  distance  was  too  great  to 
;  assure  proper  accuracy.    My  troops  remained 
\  in  ranks  without  further  replv,  patiently  endur- 
ing  the  fire.  About  twelve  o'clock,  in  compliance 
i  with  an  order  received  from  Major-General 
'  Buckner,  I  moved  my  command  by  the  right 
i  flank  from  about  six  or  eight  hundred  yards  to  a 
position  somewhat  west  of  north  from  Hunt's 
j  field.   Trigg's  brigade  occupied  the  front,  in  a 
:  woodland,  near  a  small  cabin.    Grade  was 
{  formed  near  Trigg,  and  Kelly  was  posted  in  the 
rear,  supporting  Lev-den's  battalion  of  artillery. 
I  No  further  event  of  importance  occurred  during 
j  the  day  to  Grade's  or  Kelly's  brigades.  Soon 
after  Trigg  occupied  his  position,  some  three 
hundred  yards  in  advance  of  Grade  and  Kelly, 
his  skirmishers,  under  Colonel  Maxwell,  engaged 
those  of  the  enemy  with  spirit,  and  some  two 
hours  afterwards  were  driven  in  by  the  enemy's 
artillery.  There  waa  *  «ma\^  fo&i 
four  hundred  yarda  in  Itoivl     "Rn^  \xi  Vfc&sSa. 
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the  enemy  were  posted.  About  two  or  three 
o'clock  a  continuous  and  heavy  fire  of  infantry 
and  artillery  (and  their  sheila  exploding  beyond 
our  rear  lines)  announced  a  conflict  near  the  field 
in  front  I  was  informed  that  Hood's  division 
was  attacking  the  enemy  in  the  field,  whilst  my 
division  was  held  in  reserve.  Soon  after  I 
received  an  order  from  Major-General  Buckner 
to  detach  a  brigade  and  reinforce  General  Hood. 
For  this  purpose  Colonel  Trigg  was  ordered  to 
advance  in  the  direction  of  the  firing,  and  to  give 
the  required  support  The  action  soon  became 
hot  in  front  Trigg  joined  Brigadier-General 
Robertson,  of  Hood's  division,  and  attacked  the 
enemy.  They  were  broken  in  confusion.  The 
Sixth  Florida,  under  Colonel  Findlay,  sustained 
heavy  loss ;  but  owing  to  some  misapprehension 
of  orders,  the  brigade  failed  to  capture  the  ene- 
my's battery,  or  to  reap  the  fruits  of  their 
repulse.  As  I  was  not  personally  superintending 
the  attack,  I  refer  to  tho  report  of  Colonel  Trigg 
for  details. 

Riding  forward,  however,  I  found  the  evi- 
dences of  a  stubborn  and  sanguinary  conflict  in 
the  margin  of  the  wood  and  the  corn  field  beyond, 
from  which  tho  enemy  were  retiring  their  lines. 
Night  coming  on,  Trigg  bivouacked  in  the  wood- 
land near  the  edge  of  the  com  field,  while  Gracie 
and  Kelly  occupied  a  position  in  front  of  a  little 
hut,  near  which  Major-General  Buckner  had 
established  his  headquarters. 

I  have  no  means  of  ascertaining,  with  accu- 
racy, the  loss  sustained  by  my  division  on  Satur- 
day, but  estimate  it  at  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  or  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  killed  and 
wounded,  nearly  all  of  whom  were  from  Trigg's 
brigade.  During  the  night  Grade's  and  Kelly V 
brigades  were  vigorously  engaged  in  construct- 
ing defenses  to  strengthen  the  left,  and.  in  the 
morning,  Williams'  and  Leyden's  battalions  of 
artillery  were  supported  by  my  infantry,  under 
cover  of  good  field  intrenchments. 

On  Sunday,  about  midday,  the  battle  became 
fierce  along  the  right  towards  Chattanooga,  and 
there  was  a  general  advance  of  the  left  wine, 
under  Lieutenant-General  Longstreet  Stewarts 
division  and  Trigg's  brigade  were  moved  for- 
ward northwestwardly,  in  the  direction  of  Bro- 
therton's  house,  on  the  Chattanooga  road.  Under 
an  order  from  Major-General  Buckner,  I  advanced 
with  Grade's  and  Kelly's  brigades,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  Sixty-fifth  Georgia,  Colonel  Moore, 
which  was  left  to  protect  Jeffries'  battery,  near 
Hunt's  field,  on  the  left  Grade's  and  Kelly's 
brigades  were  formed  in  line  of  battle  across' the 
Chattanooga  road,  in  front  of  Brotherton's  house, 
and  Trigg  a  short  distance  in  the  rear.  The  ene- 
my, in  some  fields  on  the  north,  maintained  an 
active  fire  of  shot  and  shell  on  my  troops  until 
about  half-past  three  o'clock,  when  I  received  an 
order  to  move  towards  Dyer's  house  and  field,  to 
support  Brigadier-General  Kershaw.  Guided  by 
Captain  Terrill,  I  advanced  with  Grade's  and 
Kefyyfe  brigades,  Trigg's  having  been  Yetataed 


After  moving  through  the  *o4  j 
the  Chattanooga  nadi  "" 


alii  1 


left  and  rear, 
land  between 

farm-house,  I  reached  a  large  ficH 
northward  to  some  wooded  ravines  a&t 
These  heights  stretch  nearly  east  aad  *4  *t 
the  Lafayette  and  Chattanooga  road,  mwt* 
nearly  parallel  road  running  from  iCtanrfeL^ni 
to  RoBsville,  and  about  two  nlta  «wUfe 
former.   From  the  edge  of  Dyer"*  feii  fc  ' 
ground  descends  to  a  wooded  rtrQft,ari# 
two  or  three  intervening  depreiake^adsi ' 
ceeding  height  being  more  elevated,  ymwk 
the  summit  of  the  ridge,  which  i*  ant  at 
hundred  feet  above  the  level  of  the  pad  Isj 
this  ridge  the  enemy  were  drain  m  wk 
General  Thomas,  as  it  is  believed  frceftMaV 
ment  of  prisoners.   A  strong  batterj  va  fax* 
on  the  loftiest  and  most  eastern  of  the* Ufa, 
toward  Snodgrass'  house  and  Chattuvcop.  a 
the  north-east  the  undulations  were  gtni,si 
cleared  fields  and  farms  stretched  mjtfa 
eastward  to  open  and  wooded  pUinik 

Upon  these  plains  the  battle  nad  ragrf  W| 
the  day,  and  the  heights  were  the  ley 
enemy  a  position,  and  his  last  strongest  I 
soon  as  the  advance  brigade  ofGracunfc 
Dyer's  field,  I  ordered  him  to  form  in  liaeillt 1 
tie,  with  his  left  wing  resting  near  a  taflake 
the  summit  of  the  hill,  near  tne  edge  of  1st  1st 
and  in  front  of  the  enemy's  strongest  poaaa. 
This  was  done  with  great  animation  andiatl 
mirable  order.  I  then  directed  Colonel  ajfea 
form  his  brigade  on  the  left  of  Grade,  ad  a 
change  direction  to  the  right  aa  he  admsL 
The  owner  of  the  farm,  John  Dyer,  one  d  aj 
couriers,  gave  me  a  most  accurate  and  nhafaa 
description  of  the  local  topography,  and  1  di- 
rected Kelly  to  cover  and  protect  Grade*  k& 
Whilst  engaged  in  bringing  Kelly  into  poetta, 
Grade's  brigade  disappeared  in  the  wood,  at 
vancing  against  the*  battery  hflL   I  ordered  Cay- 
tain  Blackburn,  .my  volunteer  Aid-de-Cane,  to 
follow  and  ascertain  from  General  Grans 
what  authority  he  had  moved.   General  Ones 
replied  that  he  had  been  ordered  to  advance  by 
Brigadier-General  Kershaw,  who  was  in  the  m* 
ine  just  beyond  the  field.   The  movement  aa) 
slightly  premature,  as  Kelly  waa  not  formed.  Ml 
at  once  ordered  his  brigade  forward,  and  mb* 
Captain  Blackburn  to  direct  him  to  ohhYpeto 
the  right  again,  so  as  to  press  toward  the  atop 
of  tho  hill  ui  the  rear,  while  Gracie  was  attack- 
ing in  front  The  enemy  had  kepi  up  a  rapid 
artillery  fire  from  the  hill  and  acroen  meMd, 
but  Grade,  passing  through  Kerehawa  neks, 
which  were  halted  m  die  first  ravroebeyoadva 
field,  dashed  over  the  ridge  beyond  end  into  tat 
hollows  between  it  and  the  battery  h3L  Tht 
brigade  advanced  with  splendid  courage,  bat  vat 
met  by  a  destructive  fire  of  the  enemy  frem  fee 
cover  of  their  field  works  on  thenul  Tne 
Second  Alabama  battalion  steamed  the  uHind 
entered  the  intrenchmenta.   Here  an  obatnaaj 
ami  VAooidv,  combat  ensued.  Brigedkr*Geoen) 


near  Brotherton's  by  Major-General  BueYnex ,  to  \  QfraEA*,  -w\s&a\.  \sw*t&3  Vn&^Nkat^aee^liad  his 
resist  on  apprehended  aUack  of  cavalry  on  o\nc  \Vtfstwa  ^aoV.  ^sA«t  \osa.  \&arataBaa&J^j&HBM*» 
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commanding  the  Sixty-third  Tennessee, 
■mVColonel  Jolly,  of  the  Forty-third  Ala- 
lieu  tenant-Colonel  Holt,  of  tlie  First  Ala- 
battalion,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hull,  of 
Second  Alabama  battalion,  were  severely 
whilst  gallantly  leading  their  respective 
b  in  the  assault  on  the  hill.  Many  brave 
and  men  here  fell.   The  brigade  carried 
tion  about  two  thousand  and  three  ofiicers 
men,  and,  in  the  space  of  an  hour,  lost  six 
Ired  and  ninety-eight  killed  and  wounded. 
^Second  Alabama  battalion,  out  of  two  hun- 
aad  thirty-nine,  lost  oue  hundred  and  sixty- 
killed  and  wounded.   In  the  action  its  color 
pierced  in  eighty-three  places,  and  was  af- 
rds,  by  request,  presented  to  His  Excel- 
the  President,  who  promoted  the  brave 
d-bearer,  Robert  W.  Heith,  for  conspicu- 
Couragc.    George  W.  Norris,  of  Captain 
5*b  company,  of  Hall's  battalion,  fell  at  the 
of  the  enemy's  flag-staff,  and  was  buried  at 
^■pot  where  he  had  so  nobly  died. 
J^itie's  brigade  advanced  between  four  and 
Mt*tfc]ock,  and  Kelly  moved  about  ton  minutes 
SJ*tWards,  to  assail  the  second  hill  on  the  ridge, 
S5l*Q  or  four  hundred  yards  west  of  the  battery 
^2!*'  I  ordered  him  to  change  direction  obliquely 
'^iN  the  fright,  which  was  promptly  done,  and  in  a 
minutes  the  brigade  had  passed  beyond  the 
^^Oom  halted  on  the  left  of  Kershaw's  brigade 
me  ravine  and  engaged  the  enemy  on  the 
^idjge,  three  or  four  hundred  yards  beyond. 
^Zlea  a  desperate  combat  ensued,  the  hostile 
ibices  being  not  more  than  thirty  or  forty  yards 
apart  Kelly  gained  the  hill  after  a  bloody  strug- 
gle, and  the  enemy  vainly  sought  to  dislodge  him 
from  it. 

Just  as  I  first  formed,  and  moved  Kelly  into 
action,  I  met  Major-General  Hindman  and'  stuff, 
on  the  summit  of  the  hill  near  Dyers  field.  The 
General,  though  suffering  from  a  contusion  on 
the  neck,  from  a  fragment  of  shell,  remained  in 
the  saddle.  He  informed  me  of  the  state  of  af- 
fairs, and  assured  me  of  my  opportune  arrival, 
and  authorized  me  to  post  a  battery  of  his  on  a 
point  of  the  field  so  as  to  guard  against  and  cover 
any  repulse  of  my  troops,  or  any  adverse  event. 
This  was  done  by  me,  though  I  did  not  learn  the 
name  of  the  officer  commanding  the  battery. 
When  the  fire  on  Gracie  and  Kelly  was  fully  de- 
veloped, its  great  volume  and  extent  assured  me 
that  support  was  indispensable.  At  once  I  dis- 
patched Captain  Blackburn,  Captain  Preston  and 
Lieutenant  Johnson,  of  my  staff,  with  orders 
to  bring  Trigg's  brigade  forward  rapidly,  and  to 
inform  Major-General  Bnckncr,  at  Brother  ton's, 
of  my  situation  and  the  urgent  necessity  of  the 
order.  Shortly  after  Captain  Harvey  Jones,  A. 
A.  General  of  Grade's  brigade,  rode  up  and  in- 
formed me  that  Gracie  had  gained  the  hill,  but 
could  not  hold  it  without  reinforcements.  I 
instructed  him  to  inform  Gracie  that  the  hill 
must  be  hold  at  all  hazards,  and  that  I  would 
send  Colonel  Trigg  to  his  support  in  a  few 
minutes.  Soon  alter  Colonel  Kelly  sent  me 
word  by  Lieutenant  McDaniel  that  he  could  not 
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hold  the  hill  without  succor,  and  I  gave  him  a 
similar  response.  This  was  about  the  period  of 
the  heaviest  fire,  and  I  rode  forward  to  where 
Colonel  Kelly  was  engaged  on  the  hill,  and  lieu- 
tenant McDaniel  brought  him  to  me.  I  reiter- 
ated the  order  and  the  assurance  of  Trigg's 
speedy  arrival,  and  passed  on  to  the  right,  where 
I  met  General  Gracie.  Ho  reported  his  ammu- 
nition almost  exhausted,  and  was  withdrawing 
his  men  to  replenish  his  cartridge  boxes. 

In  the  meantime.  General  Buekner  had  sent 
mo  Colonel  Trigg's  brigade,  which,  advancing 
in  double-quick  time,  arrived  at  a  critical  mo- 
ment, while  the  battle  was  raging  fiercely.  One 
of  Trigg's  regiments  went  to  the  support  of 
General  Gracie,  while  the  remainder  of  his 
brigade  was  ordered  to  form  on  the  left  of  Kelly 
and  to  attack  the  enemy  on  the  ridge.  This  fresh 
brigade,  moving  over  the  troops  halted  in  the 
valley  below,  assaulted  with  great  ardor  the 
the  enemy  on  the  left  of  Kelly,  and  qmckly  car- 
ried the  firrt  ridge.  The  fresh  and  lengthening 
line  of  fire  from  this  fine  command  reanimated 
our  men,  and  disheartened  the  enemy,  who  re- 
linquished their  first  position,  and  fell  back  to  a 
Hccond  ridge,  occupied  by  a  strong  force  and 
posted  behind  field  works.  A  momentary  lull 
ensued.  Brigadier-General  Robertson  reported 
to  me,  and  I  directed  him  to  occupy  and  hold 
the  position  from  which  Gracie  hail  withdrawn 
to  replenish  his  ammunition.  I  sent,  at  this 
time,  for  Colonel  Kelly,  who  reported  in  person, 
and  informed  me  that  the  enemy  in  his  front 
seemed  in  confusion.  I  directed  him  to  use  his 
discretion  and  press  the  advantage  by  advancing 
as  far  as  practicable,  with  Trigg  wheeling  to  the 
right  toward  the  declivity  of  the  battery  hill, 
streUhing  towards  Chattanooga.  It  was  now 
moonlight,  and  Kelly  returning  to  his  command 
after  a  few  minutes  absence  from  it,  the  fire 
reopened,  and,  continuing  for  a  short  time, 
ceased.  It  was  the  last  fire  of  the  day,  and 
closed  the  battle. 

In  the  last  attack  made  by  Trigg  and  Kelly, 
Colonel  Hawkins,  of  the  Fifth  Kentucky,  a  brave: 
and  skilful  officer  of  Kelly's  brigade,  captured 
two  Colonels,  one  Lieutenant-Colonel,  a  number 
of  company  officers,  and  two  hundred  and  forty- 
nine  prisoners.  The  Twenty-second  Michigan, 
the  Eighty-ninth  Ohio,  and  part  of  the  Twenty- 
first  Ohio  regiments  were  captured  by  Trigg's  and 
Kelly's  brigades,  and  five  stands  of  colors  were 
taken  by  Sergeant  Timmons,  of  the  Seventh 
Florida  regiment,  and  by  Privates  Heneker, 
IlaiTis,  Hylton,  and  Carter,  of  the  Fifty-fourth 
Virginia.  Colonels  Carle  ton,  Letebvre,  and  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Glenn  were  among  the  prisoners. 

The  next  morning  about  four  thousand  five 
hundred  stands  of  arms,  which  had  been  thrown 
away  by  the  flying  enemy,  were  secured  by  my 
command.  I  learned  that  Stcadman's  division 
and  troops  from  General  Granger s  reserve  corps 
held  tho  heights  attacked  by  my  division,  and 
from  captured  artillerists,  at  Snodgrasa*  housa. 
that  the  hill  had  \>een  occavta^V?  ^XwNXktj  A 
the  regular  army  and  ttv\oW\er  Iivaw  QYta. 
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Among  the  wounded  at  Snodgrass1  house, 
where  a  hospital  had  been  established  by  the 
enemy,  were  many  prisoners,  some  of  whom 
were  from  Crittenden  s  corps,  portions  of  which 
seem  also  to  have  occupied  the  hill.  In  the 
attack  on  the  hill  no  artillery  could  be  used  by 
as  effectively.  The  struggle  was  alone  for  the 
infantry.  Few  fell  who  were  not  struck  down 
by  the  rifle  or  the  musket  Whilst  at  the  height 
of  the  engagement,  the  reserve  artillery  of  Major 
Williams  opened  fire,  by  order  of  Major-Gen- 
eral  Buckner,  on  the  rear  lines  of  the  enemy, 
but  with  what  effect  I  could  not  judge.  The 
fire  served,  however,  to  draw  that  of  the  enemy 
to  another  part  of  the  field  on  my  right  As 
my  line  advanced,  I  sent  word  to  General  Buck- 
ner, requesting  him  to  cause  Williams  to  cease 
firing  or  he  would  enfilade  m}-  men  who  had 
now  the  ridge,  and  the  batteries  were  promptly 
stopped.  The  battalion  of  Georgia  artillery, 
under  Major  Ley  den,  was  engaged  with  Colonel 
Trigg  on  Saturday,  and  that  of  Captain  Jeffries, 
protected  by  the  Sixty-fifth  Georgia,  occupied 
an  important  position  on  the  left  Captain  Pee- 
bles battery,  of  Major  Ley  den's  command,  sus- 
tained a  small  loss  m  the  engagement.  No  op- 
portunity for  the  advantageous  use  of  his  guns 
was  offered  in  that  quarter  of  the  field.  I  refer 
to  Major  Ley  den's  report  for  detaiL 

The  next  morning,  I  ordered  the  burial  of  the 
dead.  Many  of  our  brave  men  had  fallen  in 
charging  the  slopes  leading  to  the  summit  of 
the  ridge.  The  musketry  from  the  low  breast- 
works of  the  enemy  on  the  hill  attacked  by 
General  Gracie,  had  set  fire  to  the  dry  foliage, 
and  scorched  and  blackened  corpses  gave  fear- 
ful proof  of  the  heroism  and  suffering  of  the 
brave  men  who  had  stormed  the  hill.  The 
ground  occupied  by  the  enemy's  battery  was 
strewn  with  slain.  More  to  the  north,  in  a 
wooded  dell  in  front  of  Kelly  and  Trigg,  many- 
dead  and  wounded  of  the  enemy  were  found, 
who  had  fled  the  combat  and  sought  conceal- 
ment in  its  shadows.  All  the  dead  along  my 
Kne,  whether  friend  or  enemy,  were  buried,  and 
the  wounded  removed  to  hospital. 

I  have  already  mentioned  the  services  of  Bri- 
gadier-General Gracie  and  his  command,  and 
desire  to  express  my  approval  of  the  cour- 
age and  skill  he  manifested  in  the  battle.  It 
also  affords  me  pleasure  to  notice  the  valuable 
services  of  Colonel  J.  M.  Moody,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Sandford,  Major  McLennan,  Captain 
Walden,  and  Surgeon  Luckio,  of  Grade's  bri- 
gade. Colonel  Trigg  maintained  and  increased 
his  justly  merited  reputation  as  a  brave  and 
skilful  officer.  Every  order  was  executed  with 
energy  and  intelligence.  To  the  rapidity  with 
which  he  moved  his  command  to  the  support 
of  Kelly's  and  Grade's  brigades,  and  availed 
himself  of  the  advantages  of  the  field,  I 
attribute,  in  a  great  measure,  the  success  of 
my  command  in  carrying  the  position.  Col- 
onel Findlay,  of  the  Sixth  ¥\or\da,  moved  aAA  ^uwvo,,  viuuuums  jb^kuj  ami  xrigg,  wim  omenm 
once  to  my  support,  with  L\oAiten»ji\rCo\oT\A\  t^TC&Yo&to  d&ract.  VtsSastAfe  them  for  mnj 
Wade,  of  the  Fifty-fourth  \irg\u\a,  wnfte        d*\»^^\^<»ass^\*> «t&3tMa&^WT«¥*^ 


Seventh  Florida,  tinder  Colonel  BaBod, aj 
brought  forward  by  Colonel  Trigg,  a  m* 
During  the  struggle  for  the  height  GasJ 
Kelly  had  his  horse  shot  under  hin,aWs) 
played  great  courage  and  skill.  HcaassJ 
his  men  by  his  example,  and  with  Bask 
firmness  retained  the  ground  he  had  vol  St- 
ing the  action,  he  was  reinforced  by  a  rajas' 
from  the  brigade  of  Brigadier^taienllsBj 
Anderson,  who  was  in  his  vicinity,  (or  itt 
timely  aid  I  desire  to  express  my  obtipfioA 

Colonel  Kelly  took  into  action  eight  lass! 
and  seventy-six  officers  and  men,  <ne  tf  li 
regiments  (the  Sixty-fifth  Georgia)  being  teeV 
ed,  and  lost  three  hundred  killed  aodirowia 
Colonel  Palmer,  of  the  Fifty-eighth  SonaOa> 
lina,  though  wounded,  remained  on  the  fidd,ai 
bravely  commanded  his  regiment  IieuasV 
Colonel  Edmund  Kirby,  a  young,  bn^ai 
lamented  officer  of  the  same  regiment  i A «4 
in  the  action.   Captain  Lynch,  of  the  &xtw 
Virginia,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Conner.  *t]l 
Myneher,  and  Adjutant  Thomas  B.  CVA,<Ate 
Fifth  Kentucky,  merit  honorable  mention.  0% 
tain  Joseph  Desha,  of  the  Fifth  Kentucky,  ii, 
though  painfully  wounded,  remained  ontbeWi 
until  the  enemy  was  defeated,  deserves  esperia 
commendation.   Captain  Desha  has  betnofw , 
in  action,  and  always  honorably  mentioned, si 
I  respectfully  recommend  him  for  promotka. 

The  actual  strength  of  the  command  taknb* 
me  into  action  on  Sunday  was  three  thousai 
seven  hundred  and  fifty-two  men,  and  three  bav 
dred  and  twenty-six  officers,  being  an  aggreg* 
of  four  thousand  and  seventy-eight  infantry,  oi 
my  total  loss  in  the  battle  was  twelve  hundiai 
and  seventy-five  killed  and  wounded — and  fix?* 
one  missing,  nearly  all  of  the  lost  having  bea 
subsequently  accounted  for. 

I  desire  to  express  my  thanks  to  my  staff  fx 
the  efficient  aid  they  rendered  me.  Major  ft- 
M.  Owen,  Chief  of  Artillery ;  Captain  Sandfai 
Assistant  Adjutant-General;  Captain  Edward  £ 
Preston,  Division  Inspector ;  Lieutenant  Ettari 
Whitfield,  Ordnance  Officer ;  Lieutenant  Adas* 
Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector-General ;  Lin- 
tenant  Harris  H.  Johnston,  Aid-de^Camp,  ud 
Captain  J.  C.  Blackburn,  volunteer  Aid-de-Caaf, 
were  actively  employed  during  the  battle,  awi  I 
tender  to  them  the  assurance  of  my  sense  of 
their  valuable  services  on  the  field.  Lieuten- 
ant Bowles,  of  Morgan's  cavalry,  was  tempo* 
rily  attached  to  my  staff^  and  assisted  me  gn*4f 
during  the  engagement  Major  Edward  Ma- 
field,  Quartermaster,  and  Major  Bradford,  were 
under  orders  a  short  distance  in  the  res;  bat 
availed  themselves  of  each  interval  to  join  as 
at  the  front,  and  fulfilled  their  respective  dans 
to  my  entire  satisfaction.  Burgeon  ~ 
Gillespie,  by  the  establishment  of  field  _ 
and  his  care  of  the  wounded,  merits  my 
and  official  notice. 

Inclosed  I  transmit  the  reports  of  General 
Oracle,  Colonels  Kelly  and  Trigg,  with  others  of 
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r invite  attention  to  the  instances  of  skill  and 
ntry  shown  by  officers  and  men  which  they 
The  troops  of  my  division  had  never 
gaged  in  any  important  battle,  having 
stationed  during  the  war  chiefly  in  South- 
ern Yirginia  and  East  Tennessee,  to  defend 
mountain  passes  from  invasion.   Held  in 
^■erve  while  the  conflict  raged  around  them  for 
*J^day  and  a  hair,  they  manifes ted  a  noble  ardor 
gorihare  its  dangers  and  its  glories.  Though  long 
■ervice,  and  not  aspiring  to  the  title  of  vot- 

Statement  of  the  Strength  of  Preston  8  Division  in  the  Brittle  of  Chickamauga,  and  (he 
Return  of  the  Killed,  Wounded,  and  Missina. 


erans,  I  felt  strong  confidence  in  their  patriotism, 
courage,  and  discipline.  The  hour  for  the  trial 
of  all  these  great  qualities  arrived ;  every  hope 
was  justified,  and  I  feel  assured  that  both  officers 
and  men  won  honorable  and  enduring  renown 
upon  the  memorable  field  of  Chickatnauga. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  Preston, 

Brigadier-General,  P.  A.  C  &' 


S*pt.  1%  1603,      Scpl.  20,  \m. 
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•  Thm  Bixty-llfth  Georgia  detached  on  September  twentieth. 


W.  Preston, 
Brigadier-General  commanding  Division. 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  N.  B.  FORREST,  COM- 
MANDING CAVALRY. 

HkADQCARTERS  FORREKT'H  CAVALRY  OOKXAXD,  ) 

Dalxdst,  Gborqla,  October  22, 1803.  J 

Lieutenant-Colonel  George  W.  Brent,  A.  A.  Gei^ 

eral  Army  of  Tennessee : 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the 
following  report  of  the  operations  of  my  com- 
mand during  the  action  at  Chickamauga  Creek 
on  the  nineteenth  and  twentieth  ultimo  ;  also  a 
brief  statement  of  its  movements  and  engage- 
ments prior  and  subsequent  to  the  battle  of 
Ghickamauga,  accompanying  it  with  the  reports 
of  Brigadier-General  Pegram,  commanding  di- 
vision, and  Colonel  J.  L.  Scott,  commanding  bri- 
gade. No  report  from  Brigadier-General  Arm- 
strong, commanding  First  division  of  the  corps, 
has  been  received.  A  report  is  also  due  from 
Brigadier-General  Davidson,  who  commanded  a 
brigade  of  General  Pegram's  division  during  the 
battle  of  Ghickamauga.  The  reports  of  both 
officers  would  no  doubt  have  been  furnished 
but  for  the  movements  in  the  East  Tennessee, 
and  afterwards  under  General  Wheeler  in  Mid- 
dle Tennessee,  which  gave  no  time  or  opportu- 
nity to  make  them  out 

On  the  nineteenth  ultimo  I  was  ordered  to  es- 
tablish my  headquarters  at  Dalton,  and  my  com- 


mand was  located  and  disposed  of  as  follows : 
Colonel  Hodges*  brigade  was  sent  on  the  Cleve- 
land and  Dalton  road  to  meet  the  enemy — then 
reported  at  Athens,  Tennessee,  and  advancing  ; 
Colonel  Scott's  brigade  was  ordered  to  Ring- 
gold, Georgia,  to  watch  the  enemy  on  the  road 
from  Chattanooga  to  that  point ;  General  Peg- 
ram  was  left  at  or  near  Peavine  church,  and 
Brigadier-General  Armstrong's  division  was  lo- 
cated in  front  of  General  Cheatham's  infantry 
division,  on  the  Chattanooga  and  Lafayette  road. 
I  retained  with  me  at  Dalton  about  two  hundred 
and  forty  men  of  General  Morgan's  command. 

The  reports  of  General  Pegram  and  Colonel 
Scott  sufficiently  detail  their  operations  prior  to 
the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  and  require  no  fur- 
ther comments  here. 

On  Thursday,  seventeenth  ultimo,  I  moved 
from  Dalton*  and  on  Friday  morning  from  Ring- 
gold to  Peavine  Creek,  having  with  me  Morgan  s 
men  (under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Martin)  and  my 
escort,  and  met  the  enemy's  cavalry  (Mintry  s 
brigade)  at  Peavine  Creek.  Dismounting  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Martin's  command,  and,  assisted 
by  Brigadier-General  B.  R.  Johnson's  command, 
the  enemy  were  driven  aexosa  \5ci*  ^t^0«&xcsw^ 
at  Reed's  Bridge,  at  ^w\i\ck  ^oyeA.  \  Yssaftk 
by  General  Pegrairia  dvNuatafe.  <&<mnb%  ^ 
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creek  at  a  ford  above  the  bridge,  the  counljy 
was  scoured  for  a  mile  west  of  the  bridge.  Gen- 
eral Hood's  command  of  infantry  also  crossed 
the  Chickainauga  and  formed  in  line  of  battle, 
my  command  bivouacking  on  the  field  in  the 
rear  of  his  line,  near  Alexander's  Bridge. 

On  the  morning  of  the  nineteenth,  I  was  or- 
dered to  move  with  my  command  down  the 
road  towards  Reed's  Bridge  and  develop  the 
•  enemy,  which  was  promptly  done,  and  their  ad- 
vance was  soon  engaged  at  the  steam  saw-mill 
near  that  point.  Finding  the  enemy  too  strong 
for  General  Pegram's  force,  I  dispatched  a  staff 
officer  to  Lieutenant^General  Polk's  quarters  for 
General  Armstrong's  division.  He  could  only 
spare  Dibrell's  brigade,  which  arrived  shortly 
after  we  engaged  the  enemy,  was  speedily  dis- 
mounted and  formed,  and,  with  General  Peg- 
ram's division,  were  able  to  hold  position  until 
infantry  reinforcements  arrived,  the  first  brigade 
of  which,  under  Colonel  Wilson,  formed  on  my 
left,  advanced  in  gallant  style,  driving  the  enemy 
back  and  capturing  a  battery  of  artillery.  My 
dismounted  cavalry  advanced  with  them.  The 
superior  force  of  the  enemy  compelled  us  to 
give  back  until  reinforced  by  General  Ector's 
brigade,  when  the  enemy  were  again  driven 
back.  From  statements  of  prisoners  captured, 
the  enemy's  force  engaged  was  four  brigades  of 
infantry  and  one  of  cavalry.  But  when  driven 
back  the  second  time,  with  the  loss  of  another 
battery,  their  full  force  was-  developed,  and,  be- 
ing met  and  overpowered  by  vastly  superior 
numbers,  we  were  compelled  to  fall  back  to  our 
first  position.   A  cavalry  charge  was  made  to 

Srotect  the  infantry  as  they  retired,  which  they 
id  in  good  order,  though  with  loss.  We  cap- 
tured many  prisoners,  but  were  unable,  for  want 
of  horses,*  to  bring  off  the  guns  captured  from 
the  enemy.  Until  the  arrival  of  Major-General 
Walker  (being  the  senior  officer  present),  I  as- 
sumed temporary  command  of  the  infantry,  and 
I  must  say  that  the  fighting  and  the  gallant 
charges  of  the  two  brigades  just  referred  to  ex- 
cited my  astonishment  They  broke  the  ene- 
my's line,  and  could  not  be  halted  or  withdrawn 
until  nearly  surrounded.  We  fell  back,  fighting 
and  contesting  the  ground,  to  our  original  posi- 
tion, near  the  mill  on  the  Reed's  Bridge  road. 
General  Cheatham's  division  coming  up  and  en- 
gaging the  enemy,  drove  them  for  some  dis- 
tance, but  was,  in  turn,  compelled  to  fall  back. 
Seeing  General  Maney's  brigade  liard  pressed 
and  retiring  before  the  enemy,  I  hastened  to  his 
relief  with  Freeman's  battery  of  six  pieces,  dis- 
mounting Colonel  Dibrell's  brigade  to  support 

it   The  conduct  of  Major  John  R.  ,  Chief 

of  Artillery,  and  the  officers  and  *nen  of  this 
battery,  on  this  occasion,  deserve  special  men- 
tion. They  kept  up  a  constant  and  destructive 
fire  upon  the  enemy  until  they  were  within  fifty 
yards  of  the  guns,  getting  off  the  field  with 
all  their  guns,  notwithstanding  the  loss  of 
hones.  Thev  were  gallantly  protected  by  Col- 
onel Dibrell  in  retiring,  who  ieW  back  mtti  taa 


sa- 


line of  infantry.  General  ArmstroM,  km 
been  released  by  General  Polk,  arrived  wjaM 
brigade  and  took  command  of  bis  dirwH.fiB, 
ing  it,  and,  with  Pegram's  division,  hoidiigfti 
road  to  Reeds  Bridge,  which  had  beennpM 
during  the  day. 

On  Sunday  morning,  the  twentieth,  I  rami 
orders  to  move  up  and  keep  in  line  with  Gosri 
Breckinridge's  division,  which  I  did.  dim* 
ing  all  of  Genera]  Armstrong's  division,  east 
the  First  Tennessee  regiment,  of  McDnsln 
brigade,  holding  General  Pegrain'sdiTiwofc 
reserve  on  my  right.   The  two  oflnmudid 
General  Armstrong's   division,  which 
mounted,  took  possesion  of  the  Lafayette  id, 
capturing  the  enemy's  hospitals  and  onto  i 
number  of  prisoners.   They  were  'compeWi 
fall  back,  as  the  enemy's  reserves,  undaGenal 
Granger,  advanced  upon  that  ro*L  dtai"  I 
Dibrell  fought  in  front,  with  the  infantry, Asinj 
that  day.   As  General  Granger  approaMi 
shelling  his  command  and  manoBOTTUig  , 
troops,  he  was  detained  nearly  two  htfuidi 
prevented  from  joining  the  main  force  until* 
in  the  evening,  and  then  at  a  double-quick 
under  a  heavy  fire  from  Freeman's  battery.ui 
a  section  of  Napoleon  guns,  borrowed  faa 
General  Breckinridge.   After  Granger's  colsm 
had  vacated  the  road  in  front  of  me,  I  moved w 
dismounted  men  rapidly  forward  and  took  p» 
session  from  the  Federal  Hospital  to  the  TO* 
on  the  left,  through  which  the  infantry  va 
fighting  and  advancing.    My  artillery  wm  if* 
dered  forward,  but,  before  it  could  retch  fte 
woods  and  be  placed  in  position,  a  charge  th 
made  by  the  enemy,  the  infantry  line,  retrestiag 
in  confusion,  and  leaving  me  without  a  snppr., 
but  held  the  ground  long  enough  to  get  my  tr- 
tillery  back  to  the  position  from  which  « 
shelled  Granger's  column,  and  opened  fire  vpoa 
the  advancing  column  with  fourteen  pieces  of 
artillery,  driving  them  back  and  teraunatinges 
the  right  flank  the  battle  of  Cliickamauga.  Bit 
fire  was  at  short  range,  in  open  ground,  and  vu 
to  the  enemy  very  destructive,  killing  two  cot 
onels  and  many  other  officers  and  privates. 

It  is  with  pride  and  pleasure  that  I  mestfcn 
the  gallant  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of 
my  command.  General  Armstrong's  division 
fought  almost  entirely  on  foot,  always  up  ssd 
frequently  in  advance  of  the  infantry.  My  ft* 
mand  was  kept  on  the  field  during  the  night  of 
the  twentieth,  and  men  and  horses  suffered 
greatly  for  want  of  water.  The  men  were  with- 
out rations  and  the  horses  had  only  received  s 
partial  feed  once  during  the  two  days'  cngige- 
ment 

On  Monday  morning  I  moved  forward  os  the 
Lafayette  road  towards  Chattanooga,  ctptarixs 
many  prisoners- and  arms.  The  latter  were  col- 
lected as  far  as  practicable  and  sent  to  the  rear, 
using  for  that  purpose  several  wagons  and  **> 
bulances  captured  from  the  retreating  enemy  or 
\  abandoned  or  left  by  them.  On  taking  posse*- 
\       fcl  ^sroYLfe&jgp  ^  ^Rftt^ulfe  or  thereabouts 
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K  Kossville,  we  found  the  enemy  fortifying 
\p ;  dismounted  Colonel  Dibrell's  regiment, 
command  of  Captain  McGunns,  and  at- 
mmmed.  them,  but  found  the  force  too  largo  to 
"■■IcxJg'e  them.   On  the  arrival  of  my  artillery, 

*  opened  un  a.; J  fought  them  for  several  hours, 
■^*could  not  move  them.  - 

•  ^ e  laeld  possession  of  the  ridge  during  the 
SW^^and  on  Tuesday  moved  down  from  Mis- 

Ri<lge  into  the  Chattanooga  Valley,  driving 
?•  ^Heniy  into  the  woods,  and  advancing  on 
Jr^f-^.f\*yctte  road  beyond  Watkins'  farm,  and 
^r^?^  position  there*  until  the  arrival  of  Ker- 
*f  J*' B  "brigade.  My  command  was  kept  in  line 
•j^—J^tle  during  the  night  at  Silrey's  Ford,  on  j 
—  r^ivnes8ee  River.  _  j 

maids  i 
Moun- 


b^^^^W'cdnesdav  twenty-third,  with  McDonald 
^^^*ion,  I  gained  the  point  of  Lookout  Moui 


^S5j£*     My  troops,  being  gradually  relieved  by 
'J|jgJ2**tryj  were  ordered  to  the  rear,  and  went j 
Qatnp  at  and  near  Bird's  Mills,  with  orders 
^JJ^d  to  cook  up  rations  and  shoo  the  horses  j 
JJpidly  as  possible.  j 
Friday  morning,  the  twenty-fifth,  I  re- 


^^iVed  orders  to  move  with  my  entire  command 
meet  the  forces  of  Bumside  at  or  near  ITarri- 
^ya,  which  order  was  immediately  obeyed, 
"laying  proceeded  as  far  as  Chattanooga  Stai [ion, 
"%  second  courier  came  up  with  an  order  to  pro- 
ceed via  Cleveland  to  Charleston  and  disperse 
the  enemy  at  that  place,  and,  if  necessary,  to 

cross  the    River.    1  reached  Cleveland 

that  night,  and  went  to  Charleston  next  morn- 
ing ;  found  the  enemy  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  river.  I  moved  up  my  artillery,  and  after  a 
sharp  cannonading,  drove  ihcm  off  and  threw 
my  cavalrv  across  the  river.  From  prisoners 
captured,  found  the  force  opposite  Charleston, 
and  retreating,  was  a  mounted  brigade  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Byrd.  Learning  also  that 
Wolford'e  Federal  cavalry  was  encamped  at 
Cedar  Springs,  three  miles  from  Athens,  it  was 
deemed  necessary  to  follow,  which  was  done 
rapidly,  fighting  them  repeatedly  and  driving 
tbem  before  us.  Their  last  stand  was  made  at 
Philadelphia,  when  Wol ford's  brigade  was  put 
to  flight  by  the  advance  of  Armstrong's  division, 
under  Colonel  Dibrell.  Receiving  orders  to 
return  at  once,  I  withdrew  my  command  back 
to  Charleston,  ordering  General  Davidson,  with 
his  division,  and  General  Armstrong,  with  his 
brigade,  to  report  to  General  Wheeler  at  Cotton 
Port  Ferry.  Our  loss  in  the  expedition  to  East 
Tennessee  was  four  men  wounded  and  two  cap- 
tured. We  killed  and  wounded  about  twenty 
of  the  enemy,  and  sent  one  hundred  and  twenty 
prisoners  to  Dal  ton. 

In  closing  this  report,  I  desire  to  pay  a  just 
tribute  to  my  officers  and  men  for  their  gallantry 
and  uncomplaining  endurance  of  all  the  fatigues 
and  dangers  incident  to  the  movements  and  en- 
gagements set  forth  in  this  report  The  charges 
made  by  Armstrong's  division  (while  fighting  on 
foot)  in  the  battle  of  Chickamauga  would  be 
creditable  to  the  best  drilled  infantry.  The 
officers  of  my  staff  have,  as  on  many  previous 


occasions,  discharged  all  duties  with  prompt- 
ness and  fidelity. 

I  am,  Colonel,  very  respectfully, 

your  obedient  servant, 
N.  B.  Forrest, 

Brigadier  General  ooinmanding. 

P.  S. — As  soon  as  official  reports  can  be  ob- 
tained from  General  Armstrong's  and  General 
Davidsons  divisions  they  will  be  forwarded. 
Our  losses  cannot  at  present  be  estimated. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

N.  B.  Forrest. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  JOHS  PEGRAM,  COM- 
MANDING CAVALRY  DIVISION. 

Djeadquaktem  Cavalry  Dmsiox,  \ 
Nrar  ClncKAXAi'GA  Statiox,  September  24,  1803.  J 

To  Major  J.  P.  Strange,  Assistant  Aajiitant-Gen- 
erfd  Forrest's  Cavalry  Corps : 
Major:  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  have  the 
honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  recent 
combats  of  my  command  with  the  enemy : 

The  first  of  these  occurred  near  Graysville,  on 
the  tenth  instant,  when,  being  out  on  a  recon- 
noissanco  with  the  Sixth  Georgia  cavalry  (Colonel 
Hart),  it  was  reported  the  enemy  had  thrown 
I  himself  between  Colonel  Scott  aud  myself. 
Deeming  the  opening  of  communication  with 
Scott  most  important,  I  ordered  Colonel  Hart  to 
charge  the  enemy  with  two  companies  of  his 
commaud.  This  he  most  gallantly  did,  and 
brought  out  lifty-nine  prisoners — being  the 
skirmishers  of  Palmer's  division — from  within 
sight  of  the  masses  of  the  enemy.  The  second 
engagement  with  the  enemy  was  on  the  twelfth 
instant,  near  Lcet's  tun-yard,  where  we  fought 
for  two  hours  Wilder 's  lightning  brigade  of 
mounted  infantry.  My  force  engaged  in  this 
fight  was  the  Sixth  Georgia  aud  Rucker's  legion. 
It  would  be  impossible  to  pay  too  high  a  tribute 
to  the  daring  gallantry  of  my  small  force  in  this 
unequal  conflict  with  the  picked  brigade  of  Gen- 
eral Crittenden's  corps.  For  a  time  the  fight  was 
almost  literally  hand  to  hand.  I  was  forced  back 
only  about  four  hundred  yards,  which  point  I 
held  during  the  night  My  loss  in  this  fight  was 
fifty  killed  and  wounded,  numbering  some  of 
my  most  valuable  young  officers.  A  correct  list 
of  killed  and  wounded  will  be  forwarded.  Our 
next  meeting  with  the  foe  was  on  Saturday,  the 
nineteenth  instant,  on  the  memorable  field  of 
"  the  Chickamauga."  Brigadier-General  David- " 
son,  having  reported  for  duty,  was  assigned  to 
the  command  of  mv  old  brigade.  He  was 
ordered  to  take  position  near  Reed's  saw  mill. 
Before  reaching  it,  ho  met  and  drove  before  him 
the  enemy's  pickets,  capturing  a  few  of  them. 
Some  time  after  this  skirmish,  whilst  General 
Forrest  and  I  were  in  front  examining  the  roads, 
General  Davidson  was  attacked  suddenly  upon 
his  left  Hurrying  back,  I  found  it  somewhat 
difficult,  aided  by  General  Davidson  and  all  my 
officers,  to  get  the  command  in  a  proper  posi- 
tion to  repel  the  fierce  attacks  of  the  enemy's 
infantry.  All  the  available  force,  waa  owh^Wb- 
ever,  well  poBted,  uwlei  ftaa  ^\i^^^\s^ws^^l 
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General  Forrest  It  became  at  once  apparent  to 
all  that  we  were  fighting  overpowering  numbers. 
General  Forrest,  having  sent  several  messages 
for  the  infantry  to  come  up,  finally  went  for  them 
himself,  ordering  mo  to  hold  the  position  until 
their  arrival.  In  obeying  this  order,  our  loss  was 
about  one-fourth  of  the  command,  including  sev- 
eral officers.  Nearly  every  colonel  of  the  bri- 
gade had  a  horse  shot  under  him.  Although  the 
highest  praise  is  duo  to  all  the  gallant  men 
engaged  in  this  (for  cavalry)  remarkable  fight, 
must  not  omit  mentioning  particularly  Colonel 
Goode,  of  the  Tenth  Confederate  cavalry,  whose 
horse  was  shot,  and  Captain  Arnold,  Sixteenth 
battalion  Tennessee  cavalry,  who  was  badly 
wounded.  Our  next  engagement  with  the  enemy 
was  with  Colonel  Minty's  brigade  mounted  infan- 
try, being  a  part  of  the  rear-guard  of  General 
Rosecrans'  army.  After  driving  his  skirmishers 
for  more  than  a  mile,  we  found  him  strongly  post- 
ed on  Missionary  Ridge.  We  drove  him  from 
one  fine  position,  but  were  unable  to  dislodge 
him  from  the  summit ;  from  which,  however,  he 
retired  during  the  night  In  holding  the  ground 
gained,  my  command  was  subjected  to  a  heavy 
fire  of  canister  at  three  hundred  yards  range. 
Both  General  Davidson  and  Colonel  Scott  lost 
several  men,  among  whom,  I  regret  to  say,  was 
the  gallant  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fain,  of  the  Sixth 
Georgia,  badly  wounded.  The  steadfastness 
with  which  both  brigades  bore  this  artillery  fire 
was  admirable  in  the  extreme,  especially  as 
evincing  the  discipline  of  the  men.  General 
Davidson  again  met  the  enemy  on  the  twenty- 
second,  on  the  Chattanooga  and  Harrison  road. 
With  a  part  of  his  brigade  ho  attacked  and 
routed  the  Fifty-ninth  Ohio  infantry,  took  a 
number  of  prisoners,  arms,  &c,  and  was  pro- 
vented  from  capturing  the  brigade  entire  only  bv 
a  mistake  of  one  of  his  own  regiments,  which 
fired  upon  the  portion  headed  by  himself. 

It  will  be  observed  that  my  report  is  confined 
to  the  operations  of  the  brigade  lately  com- 
manded by  myself.  This  is  because  the  other 
brigades  of  the  division  havo,  in  the  exigencies 
of  the  service,  been  separated  from  me.  For 
Colonel  Scott's  operations,  I  refer  you  to  his  re- 
port, herewith  enclosed. 

I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

John  Pegram, 
Brigadier-General,  commanding  Division  Cavalry. 

N.  B. — General  Davidson  will  furnish  you,  at 
the  earliest  opportunity,  with  a  complete  list  of 
the  casualties  and  captured  property. 
Respectfully,  &c, 

John  Pegram, 

Brigadier-General. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  J.  L.  800TT,  COMMANDING  CAV- 
ALRY BRIGADE. 

H&40QUABTKR8  SCOTT'S  CaTALXT  BRIGADE  1 

Chkxamacoa,  September  SI,  1868.  j 

Motor  A.  R.  H.  Ransom,  A.  A.  A.  O.  Pegram'* 
Division  of  Cavalry :  \  i 

Major  :  In  accordance  with  order*  from  Rn%-\ 


JS1' 
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adier-General  Pegram,  I  herewith  i<xwl^ 
report  of  the  operations  of  this  hnjossfc 
ing  the  recent  active  operation*  of  taism: 
After  covering  the  evacuation  of  £atf  lbm> 
see,  and  removing  all  stores  on  thelmdti 
road  as  far  as  Ringgold,  Georgia,  Inpiti 
to  General  Pegram,  on  the  Chattaittoga  anils 
fayette  road.  On  the  eleventh  instant,  wk 
orders  from  General  Forrest,  I  proceeds!  ft 
Ringgold,  where  I  encountered  tile  tdrmi 
the  enemy.  General  Crittenden's  corps,  tt4,ste 
a  sharp  skirmish,  fell  back  toward*  Data. Hi 
strong  position,  which  I  held  for  two  km 
Forced  from  it,  I  retreated  slowly  on  to  Tani 
Hill,  fighting  the  enemy  at  every  available pak 
until  night,  when  reinforcements  from  tbet» 
mand  of  General  Forrest,  who  had  been  pratf 
during  the  day  directing  the  inovemesks* 
rived.  The  next  morning  the  enemy  telai 
and,  following  them,  I  skirmished  heaifyii 
their  rear,  on  the  twelfth  and  thirteenth  hntaat 
as  far  as  the  Lafayette  road,  near  Lesftfe 
yard. 

On  the  fourteenth,  under  orders  tromGesssl 
Forrest,  I  returned  to  Ringgold,  sod  rensssi 
near  that  place  until  the  evening  of  the  sw 
teenth  instant,  when  the  enemy  again  sfasttt 
upon  Ringgold  from  the  direction  of  Gisjma 
I  marched  out  to  meet  them  and  drove 
back.   That  night  the  enemy  encamped 
five  miles  from  Ringgold,  on  the  QjsWP 
road,  with  four  regiments  of  infancy, 
cavalry,  and  a  battery.    About  iridiu^1* 
four  companies  of  the  Second  Tennessee  cwfc 
and  one  piece  of  artillery,  I  aurpniei^ 
camp,  throwing  the  whole  force  into  conJ«*' 
After  a  sharp  fight,  I  retired  to  my  camptilbt 
gold,  the  enemy  not  following. 

On  the  eighteenth,  by  command  of  Gtosi 
Pegram,  I  proceeded  to  Red  House,  nine  visa 
from  Chattanooga,  and  drove  in  the  advanced 
the  enemy's  reserve  corps  under  General  On- 
ger.   On  the  nineteenth  I  marched  and  engsiei 
the  enemy,  seven  regiments  of  infantry  sal  i 
battery,  with  two  hundred  men  from  my  east 
mand,  composed  of  the  Second  and  Fifth  Ifls* 
nessee,  First  Louisiana,  the  detachment  of  Mor- 
gan's command,  and  the  Louisiana  battery  of  ti» 
rifle  pieces  and  two  mountain  howitzers.  Afar 
fierce  engagement  of  several  hours,  dvisg 
which  I  drove  the  enemy  more  than  two  sries 
and  disabled  one  of  their  guns,  my  ammonite 
failing,  I  withdrew  to  my  camp  at  the  creek,  the 
enemy  too  much  exhausted  to  pursue.  Ob  me 
twenty-first,  I  held  the  left  of  the  road  in  Geawl 
Pegram's  attack  upon  Missionary  Hill,  and  <a  the 
twenty-second,  under  orders'  from  Major-General 
Cheatham.  I  proceeded  on  his  right,  and,  ow- 
ing Missionary  Ridge,  descended  in  the  valley 
to  the  Western  and  Atlantio  Railroad,  abott 
three  miles  from  Chattanooga.   Hen  I  encca* 
tered  the  Fifty-ninth  Ohio  infantry,  and  drore 
them,  in  confusion,  into  Chattanooga.  Foflov- 
ing  up,  I  attacked  the  enemy  in  his  intreach- 
ifttftft^wul  3xw«  them  from  their  first  line  of 
t&«^\\a.  <*rssoe!%  ^a^gusBsV  1tagsm 
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me  to  withdraw  my  command  to  the 
Jtie  ridge,  and  on  the  next  morning  to 
5e. 

mpossible  to  state  the  loss  of  the  enemy, 
11  all  information  obtained,  their  loss  in 
id  wounded  on  the  nineteenth  amounted 

one  hundred,  besides  one  of  General 
:er's  staff  officers  and  seven  privates 
-s.  My  entire  prisoners  amount  to  four 
rioned*  officers  and  thirty  privates.  On 
nty-second  I  captured  about  seventy-five 
J6  for  my  unarmed  men. 
wn  loss  foots  up  as  follows :  In  the  Seo- 
nnessee — Killed:  officers, two;  privates, 
Wounded :  officers,  one ;  men,  thirteen. 
Fifth  Tennessee  cavalry — Killed  :  men, 
Pounded :  officers,  two ;  privates,  twelve. 

detachment  of  General  Morgan's  corn- 
Killed:  three  men.  Wounded:  officers, 
en,  six.  In  the  First  Louisiana,  one  man 
d;  and  in  the  Louisiana  battery,  three 
iuuded  and  fifteen  horses  killed.  Total 
wo  officers  and  eight  men.  Wounded : 
four;  men,  thirty-five.   Total  loss,  forty- 

e  conduct  of  both  officers  and  men  I 
speak  too  highly.  All  displayed  the  ut- 
ravery  and  gallantry.  When  every  one 
veil,  it  is  impossible  to  particularize  in- 
1  instances  of  gallantry,  but  in  the  death 
ain  Ford  and  Lieutenant  Crozier,  Second 
lee  cavalry,  I  have  lost  two  brave  and 
officers,  whose  places  it  will  be  most 
to  fill. 

ry  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  Scott, 

Colonel,  commanding  Brigade  of  Cavalry. 

3F  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  B.  R.  JOHNSON,  COM- 
MANDING DIVISION. 

Hkadquahsbs  Chattanooga,  October  24,  1803. 
teneral  Setters,  Assistant  AdjutantrGen- 

i  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  follow- 
>rt  of  the  part  taken  by  the  division  un- 
command  in  the  action  of  the  Chicka- 

re  o'clock  a.  x.,  September  eighteenth, 
or  brigades  and  three  batteries  of  artil- 
n  Catoosa  Station,  and  vicinity  of  Ring- 
)orgia,  moved,  under  my  command,  with 
rom  headquarters  Army  of  Tennessee,  to 
via  Pleasant  Grove  Church  to  Leet's 
i  Law's  brigade,  under  Colonel  Shef- 
t  having  cooked  its  rations,  was  ordered 
o,  and  follow  as  promptly  as  possible, 
's  brigade  was  left,  in  compliance  with 
to  guard  the  depot  at  Ringgold.  My 
d  then  consisted  of  the  following  bri- 
rhich  moved  in  the  order  in  which  they 
ied,  viz. :  Johnson's,  McNair's,  Gregg's, 
bextson's,  with  batteries,  Everett's,  Cul- 
and  Bledsoe's,  in  the  centre,  and  trains 
)f  their  respective  brigades.  The  head 
rimon  had  not  proceeded  more  than  three 


miles  on  the  road  when  a  dispatch  was  received 
from  Colonel  Brent,  headquarters  Army  of  Ten- 
nessee, directing  me,  with  the  forces  under  my 
command,  to  retrace  my  steps  to  the  vicinity  of 
Ringgold,  and  there  to  take  the  direct  road  to 
Reed  s  Bridge  and  to  make  a  lodgment  on  the  west 
bank  of  the  Chickamauga,  Forrest's  cavalry  cov- 
ering the  front  and  right  flanks  of  my  column 
on  the  march  from  Ringgold.  The  command 
was  promptly  put  on  the  new  line  of  march, 
and  soon  after  I  received  orders  and  the  plan  of 
operations,  by  which  I  was  directed,  as  com- 
mander of  the  right  column  of  the  Army  of  Ten- 
nessee, to  attack  the  enemy  in  my  front,  in 
whatever  force  I  might  find  them,  and,  after 
crossing  Reed's  Bridge,  to  turn  to  the  left  by 
the  most  practicable  route  and  sweep  up  the 
Chickamauga,  toward  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill, 
while  Major-Generals  Walker  and  Buckner, 
crossing  at  Alexander's  Bridge  and  Ledford's 
Ford,  were  directed  to  join  in  my  movement 
The  orders  and  plans  of  operations  indicated 
that  the  attack  on  the  enemy's  left  wing  was 
expected  to  be  initiated  by  the  column  under 
my  command. 

About  eleven  o'clock  a.  m.,  in  compliance  with 
orders  previously  received,  I  halted  the  column 
near  Kulerfe  Mill,  on  the  Graysviile  and  Lafay- 
ette road,  four  and  a  half  miles  from  the  former 
place.  Captain  Thompson,  Assistant  Chief  of 
Artillery  of  General  llragg's  staff,  reported  to 
me  at  this  point,  with  orders  to  move  forward 
immediately,  and  through  him  my  arrival  and 
the  hour  thereof  was  reported  to  headquarters 
Army  of  Tennessee. 

Being  informed  by  citizens  that  the  enemy 
were  about  one  mile  in  advance,  I  formed  a  line 
of  battle  along  the  road — McNair's,  Johnson's, 
and  Gregg's  brigades  in  front,  batteries  inposi- 
tion,  and  Robertson's  brigade  in  reserve.  While 
forming  the  line,  Brigadier-General  Forrest  join- 
ed me  with  his  escort,  and  proceeded  to  the  front 
to  develop  the  position  of  the  enemy,  and  was 
soon  skirmishing  with  them.  Just  as  my  line 
was  formed,  Major  Robertson  came  up  from  the 
direction  of  Lafayette  and  reported  to  me,  with 
eight  pieces  of  artillery.  Mv  line  of  skirmish- 
ers in  front  was  now  promptly  advanced  to  Pea- 
vine  Creek,  which  offered  some  obstructions  to 
regular  movements,  and  caused  some  delay  in 
crossing  the  troops.  Captain  McDonald,  of  the 
Seventeenth  Tennessee  regiment,  opened  fire 
with  his  company  upon  the  enemy  s  pickets, 
about  one  hundred  and  eighty  yards  west  of  the 
xsreek,  and  repulsed  a  charge  ot  their  reserve, 
which  was  made  down  the  road  to  the  creek. 
Major  Robertson  placed  some  four  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery from  his  own  command  and  a  section  of 
Everett's  battery  in  position,  and  opened  upon 
the  enemy,  part  of  whom  were  dismounted, 
driving  them  back,  with  a  section  of  artillery, 
which  they  had  posted  in  good  position.  As 
soon  as  the  command  could  cross  the  creek,  the 
line,  preserving  its  formation,  with  Robertson's 
brigade  supporting,  McNfcix'a  o\i 
was  pressed  forward  to  foa      oil  ^YK&^aar 
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lodging  the  enemy  from  a  second  position.  The 
cavalry,  on  the  right,  kept  ap  the  skirmishing 
during  the  ascent.  We  found  in  front  of  the 
Seventeenth  Tennessee  regiment  three  Yankees 
killed  and  one  mortally  wounded.  It  was  now 
ascertained  that  the  enemy's  force  consisted  of 
three  or  four  regiments  of  mounted  men.  Press- 
ing down  the  western  declivity  of  this  hill,  the 
enemy  were  again  found  in  position  at  Reed's 
Bridge,  over  which  they  had  passed. 

The  skirmishers  of  the  Twenty-third  Tennes- 
see regiment  becoming  engaged,  the  whole  reg- 
iment, supported  by  the  brigade,  charged,  with 
a  shout  and  run,  and  drove  off  the  Yankees  be- 
fore they  could  destroy  the  bridge.  The  twenty- 
third  Tennessee  regiment  here  had  five  men 
wounded.  After  our  skirmishers  and  some  of 
the  regiments  had  passed,  the  enemy  opened  a 
battery  on  the  bridge,  which  was  silenced  by  a 
section  of  Bledsoe's  artillery. 

Lieutenant  Hastings,  of  the  Seventeenth  Ten- 
nessee regiment,  was  wounded  at  the  bridge  by 
the  enemy's  artillery. 

My  command  commenced  crossing  the  Chick- 
amauga  about  three  o'clock  p.  m.  Major-Genera] 
Hood  having  appeared  in  the  column,  1  reported 
to  him,  and  submitted  to  him  my  orders  just 
before  passing  the  bridge,  in  person.  Hav- 
ing crossed  the  Chickamauga,  partly  by  the 
bridge  and  partly  by  the  ford  above  the  bridge, 
by  four  o'clock  p.  m.,  the  command  advanced  to 
Jay's  steam  saw-mill,  about  one  mile  west  of 
Reed's  Bridge,  where  there  are  two  roads  lead- 
ing to  Alexander's  Bridge.  I  ordered  the  for- 
mation to  be  preserved,  and  the  line  of  battle, 
extending  across  the  right  hand  or  western 
road,  to  move  forward. 

General  Hood,  however,  here  took  command, 
and  directed  one  regiment  of  Gregg's  brigade 
to  be  marched  in  line  of  battle,  extending  across 
the  left  hand  or  eastern  road,  the  other  regi- 
ments of  the  command  to  be  moved  in  the 
rear  along  that  road  in  column  of  companies. 
Marching  in  this  order,  wo  proceeded  rapidly 
past  a  burning  house  near  Alexander's  Ford, 
penetrating  between  the  enemy  and  the  Chicka- 
mauga to  a  point  nearly  opposite  their  centre, 
about  two  miles  and  a  half  from  the  steam  saw- 
mill, and  about  one  mile  west  of  Dalton's  Ford, 
when,  in  the  darkness  of  the  evening,  the  skir- 
mishers at  the  head  of  the  column  became  en- 
gaged, and  Gregg's  brigade  was  immediately 
deployed  under  a  sharp  fire,  which  wounded 
three  men,  one  (First  Sergeant  Company  D, 
Seventh  Texas  regiment)  mortally.  McNair's* 
and  Johnson's  brigades  were  immediately  de- 
ployed, facing  southwest,  and  supporting  Gregg's 
brigade.  Robertson's  brigade  formed  a  line 
near  the  wagon  train  in  rear,  facing  north-west, 
while  the  Forty- fourth  Tennessee  regiment,  of 
Johnson's  brigade,  remained  as  rear-guard  of 
the  train.  Our  front  line  was  now  about  eight 
hundred  yards  from  Yinyard's  house,  on  the 
road  from  Chattanooga  to  Lee  and  Gordon's 

Mill.   The  whole  Yankee  army  waB  m  oxa  ftowt\  *  __  _^  

— mainly  at  Lee  and  Gordon's Mft^-on o^t^t\«A^V»,A  ittara^Xfc^fetsk ^sflssri  tht 


flank  and  rear ;  while  our  army  was  itfflafc 
east  side  of  the  Chickamauga.  Mj  ommk 
was  the  first  to  cross  this  stream,  tod  mi 
our  troops  crossed  at  any  point  tmtO  ovcqsji  ■ 
had  swept  the  west  bank  in  front  of  their » 
spective  places  of  crossing.  One-third  of* 
forces  was  required  to  remain  awifo  diriB|ii 
night,  and  the  rest  slept  upon  their  tm 

Obstructions  to  cavalry  were  hastuy  pM 
in  our  front,  skirmishers  were  thrown  at  toil 
field  east  of  Vinyard  s  house,  one  hundred  sd 
fifty  yards  in  front  of  our  left  flank,  and  mbi 
were  sent  out  nearly  to  the  road  to  Ue  sd 
Gordon's  Mill. 

September  nineteenth,  1863.  On  nnhmga 
examination  of  our  position,  early  in  test* 
ing,  I  discovered  that  our  skirmiahci 
within  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  cf  Gap* 
Preston's  division,  which  had  crossed  theCbfc 
mauga  at  Dalton's  Ford  during  the  night,  4i 
our  Hne  was  in  front  and  nearly  perpafiedi 
to  his,  and  that  most  of  our  army  had  aunt 
at  points  lower  down,  placing  our  column  Ml 
the  left  of  our  army.   Major  Robertson,  via 
his  eight  pieces  of  artillery,  was  now  debdsi 
from  my  command,  and  Robertson's  bripsi 
was  united  with  the  other  brigades  of  Hoofi 
division,  under  Brigadier-General  Law,  fUa 
had  come  up  during  the  night,  leaving  thm 
brigades  under  my  command  ;  these  two  dns* 
ions  were  placed  under  the  command  of  Mijd- 
General  Hood. 

Our  line  of  battle  was  formed  about  swsi 
o  clock  a.  m .,  in  a  curve  around  the  crest  of  m 
elevation  in  the  woods,  about  one  thoonai 
yards  east  of  the  Chattanooga  and  Lee  and  G* 
don's  Mill  road.  My  right  brigade  faced  neurj 
west,  and  my  left  brigade  about  south-west  h 
my  division,  Johnson  s  brigade,  commanded  fcy 
Colonel  John  S.  Fulton,  of  the  Forty-fourth  1s> 
nessee  regiment,  was  placed  on  the  right,  Gnggi 
brigade  on  the  left,  and  McNair'a  brigade  » 
reserve,  in  rear  of  Gregg's  brigade.  Everecrt 
battery  was  posted  in  position  on  the  right  of 
Johnson's  brigade,  and  Bledsoe's  First  Misuari 
battery  on  the  right  of  Gregg's  brigade.  Ob- 
tain Culpeper's  three  guns  were  hela  in  resent 
in  rear  of  McNair's  brigade.  Law's  divisoi 
was  posted  on  my  right  and  Preston's  on  my  kit 
a  little  retired,  so  that  the  left  of  the  Filtieth  Te> 
nessee  regiment,  on  the  left  of  Gregg's  brigaos, 
was  thrown  back  with  a  view  to  form  a  oofr 
nection  which  was*  never  regularly  made.  IV 
fighting  commenced  on  the  right  of  our  mj, 
about  a  half  a  mile  north-west  of  the  bant 
house,  near  Alexander's  Bridge.  The  fintgsi 
was  fired  at  half-past  seven  a.  k. 

About  two  o'clock  p.  m.,  the  enemy  in  srr 
front  advanced  and  drove  in  my  skirmisher*.  I 
ordered  Bledsoe's  and  Everett's  batteries  to  odca 
fire,  and  Culpeper's  battery  was  brought  into 
action  on  the  left  of  Gregg's  brigade.  Theat 
suns  all  fired  in  a  direction  bearing  towanfa 
Yinyard's  house,  from  which  direction 
*kta&L  wem&A  to  The  right  of  Great 
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^feok  in  that  vicinity,  but  the  engagement  still 
^—tinned  on  the  left  of  Gregg's  brigade,  where 
jjj*  left  xegiments  were  suffering  severely.  The 
mftietkk  Tennessee  regiment  lost  twelve  killed 
•■d  xox-fcy-five  wounded  before  it  moved  from  its 
P°*ti orx_  About  half-pant  two  o'clock  p.  m.,  by 
jjj'fcctioxi  of  Major-Gencral  Hood, having  instruct- 
J^Jpy  jB^Ttillery  to  move  with  the  infantry,  and  to 
Sje  into  action  whenever  opportunity  i>er- 
25?^  »  particularly  cautioned  my  command  to 
K?1?*"^  e  its  connections,  to  wheel  slowly  and  to 
"to  the  right,  I  ordered  the  division  to  ad- 
engage  the  enemy.  This  movement 
j^^T^o-fc  extend  to  the  division  on  mv  left.  In 


t^?*J  OF  Gregg's  brigade  the  woods  presented  a 
f»*v]?^  "Undergrowth,  in  which  that  brigade  at 
|JJ^^  \>ecoming  hotly  engaged,  its  i>r 
iS!I2^^©d,  while  Johnson's  brigade 


its  progress  was 
advanced 
before  the  encinv 


Bix  hundred  yards 
^*£»*ed  fire  upon  it    The  artillery  advanced 
»3j*  fired  by  section,  keeping  well  up  with 
infantry.    Gregg's  brigade  advanced  some 
Jfcree  hundred  yards,  obliquing  in  endeavor- 
under  fire,  to  keep  the  connection  to  the 
light   The  connection,  however,  was  broken 
lb  the  thick  woods,  between  the  Second  and 
Third  battalions,  the  two  right  regiments  pre- 
serving their  connection  with  the  line  on  their 
right,  and  wheeling  with  it  to  the  right ;  the 
Third  and  Fourth  regiments,  advancing  less 
obliquely,  faced  more  to  the  south,  while  the 
left  regiment  of  that  brigade,  the  Fiftieth  Ten- 
nessee regiment,  under  Colonel  Suggs,  moved 
more  directly  to  its  front,  which  was  in  a  south- 
ern direction,  owing  to  the  left  having  been 
thrown  back  to  connect  with  Preston's  division, 
and  at  the  same  time  it  stretched  out  to  the 
right,  just  north  of  Vinyard's  fields,  to  cover  the 
increasing  interval,  until  nearly  the  whole  regi- 
ment was  deployed  in  open  order  as  skirmish- 
er*.   This  movement  of  the  Fiftieth  Tennessee 
regiment  was  induced  by  the  heavy  attack  of 
the  enemy  on  that  flank  ;  but  it  did  not  succeed 
in  preserving  the  connection,  and  it  became 
separated  from  the  brigade.   In  this  condition, 
the*  brigade  fought  gallantly  and  kept  up  a 
heavy  fire  all  along  its  broken  lino  and  inflicted 
heavy  losses  on  the  enemy. 

Two  regiments  of  McNair's  brigade,  the 
Thirty-ninth  North  Carolina  regiment,  under 
Colonel  Coleman,  and  the  Twenty-fifth  Arkansas 
regiment,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hupstaldcr, 
were  sent  forward  between  the  Fiftieth  Ten- 
nessee regiment  and  the  brigade  to  which  it 
belongs.  These  two  regiments  came  up  to  the 
left  of  the  Seventh  Texas  regiment,  of  Gregg's 
brigade,  about  four  hundred  vards  in  front  of 
the  position  from  which  my  line  had  moved, 
and  advanced  gallantly  to  the  road  from  Chatta- 
nooga to  Loe  and  Gordon's  Mill,  north  of  Vin- 
yard's farm,  and  left  still  a  wide  interval  on  the 
right  of  tho  Fiftieth  Tennessee  regiment,  which 
regiment  continued  to  present  an  extended  line 
and  to  fight  gallantly  and  persistently  the  heavy 
forces  in  front,  while  its  ranks  were  being  con- 
tinually thinned.  It  will  be  seen  by  the  report  of 


Colonel  Coleman,  of  the  Thirty-ninth  North  Caro- 
lina regiment,  forwarded  herewith,  that  the  two 
regiments  from  Gregg's  brigade  drove  the  enemy 
in  rapid  flight  across  the  Chattanooga  road,  and 
passed  a  small  house  in  a  corn  field  west  of  the 
road,  and  north  of  Vinyard's  house;  and  that 
here,  though  the  enemy  in  their  front -were  in 
flight  and  broken,  those  regiments  fell  back  for 
want  of  support,  and  on  account  of  reinforce- 
ment received  bv  the  enemy,  and  a  flank  firo  on 
the  left 

In  the  meantime,  the  brigade  of  Brigadier- 
General  Robertson,  of  Ilood's  division,  was 
brought  up  and  advanced  on  the  right  of  the 
Fiftieth  Tennessee  regiment,  which  now  con- 
tracted its  line  and  concentrated  its  fire  upon  the 
enemy  on  the  left  in  the  vicinity  of  Vinyard's. 
Under  the  spirited  charge  and  heavy  fire  of 
Robertson's  brigade,  the  enemy  were  driven 
back  some  distance.  The  operations  of  the  bri- 
gade will  be  more  properly  reported  by  its 
division  commander.  It  will,  however,  be  proper 
for  me  to  state  that,  during  a  halt,  before  Robertr 
son's  brigade  reached  the  Chattanooga  road, 
Brigadier-General  Gregg  rode  out.  in  front  to 
rec< tnuoitrc  the  enemy's  position.  He  very  soon 
found  himself  near  tho  enemy's  line,  and  was 
suddenly  halted  by  the  Yankee  skirmishers. 
Turning  his  horse  to  ride  back  to  the  rear,  he 
was  shot  through  the  neck.  ITaving  fallen  from 
his  horse,  the  Yankees  proceeded  to  take  from 
his  person  his  spurs  and  6Word,  when  Robert- 
son's brigade  charged  forward  and  recovered 
possesion  of  him  and  hm  horse. 

Brigadier-General  Gregg  deserves  special  com- 
mendation for  his  gallantry  and  activity  on  tho 
field.  The  brigade  which  he  commanded  is  an 
excellent  one,  and  is  commanded  by  a  wTorthy 
and  able  oflicer. 

Colonel  Suggs,  of  the  Fiftieth  Tennessee  regi- 
ment, also  merits  particular  notice  for  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  from  time  to  time  disposed  his 
regiment  and  protected  our  flank,  wnich  was 
necessarily  exposed  in  our  advance,  as  the  move- 
ment did  not  extend  to  the  division  on  our  left 
While  these  operations  were  going  on  in  my  left 
brigade,  the  right  one,  Johnson's,  with  which 
the  Forty-first  Tennessee  regiment,  under  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel James  D.  Tillman,  and  tho  Third 
Tennessee  regiment,  under  Colonel  C.  II.  Walker, 
of  Gregg's  brigade,  preserved  their  connection, 
having  advanced  some  six  hundred  yards,  re- 
ceived the  fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery  and  in- 
fantry and  became  hotly  engaged.  The  enemy 
were  posted  upon  rising  ground.  A  battery 
swept  our  ranks  with  grape-shot,  while  their 
infantry  delivered  heavy  volleys  from  small 
arms.  The  contest  continued  here  nearly  an 
hour,  when  the  enemy,  after  a  stubborn  resist- 
ance, gradually  retired  to  an  open  woods,  be- 
yond the  road  from  Chattanooga  to  Lee  and 
Gordon's  Mill ;  approaching  the  road,  a  part  of 
the  brigade  halted  and  poured  its  firo  into  the 
enemy's  ranks,  now  in  full  view,  two  hundred 
yards  in  front  ag&m  ^Avvssve^,  exosfc^ 
road,  gained  tho  co\qe  <A  o&.^&aVSX 
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of  the  field  in  which  the  enemy's  battery  was 
posted,  a  clearing,  with  inclosure  intervening. 
The  Twenty-fifth  Tennessee  regiment,  under 
Lieutenant-Colonel  R.  B.  Snowden,  and  part  of  the 
Twenty-third  Tennessee  regiment,  now  wheeled 
to  the  right,  moved  on  the  flank  of  the  battery, 
gained  the  cover  of  a  fence  north  of  the  clear- 
ing, poured  into  it  a  few  volleys,  charged  and 
captured  the  battery.  This  was  well  and  gal- 
lantly done,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Snowden, 
with  the  officers  and  men  under  his  command, 
deserve  especial  consideration  for  the  manner 
in  which  the  movement  was  accomplished.  The 
remainder  of  the  brigade,  save  about  one-third 
of  the  right  regiment,  now  crossed  the  road. 
Tho  Seventeenth  Tennessee,  the  left  regiment, 
had  moved  about  two  hundred  yards  beyond  it, 
and  tho  Third  and  Forty-first  Tennessee  regiments 
of  Gregg's  brigade,  which  had  continued  to  move 
with  Johnson's  brigade,  had  advanced  some- 
what farther,  when  the  enemy,  marching  by  the 
flank,  suddenly  appeared  on  the  left  and  rear  of 
the  last  two  regiments.  Colonel  Walker,  of  the 
Third  Tennessee  regiment,  on  discovering  this 
movement,  faced  his  regiment  by  tho  rear  rank 
and  moved  back  across  the  road,  while  Colonel 
Tillman  hastened  to  communicate  tho  knowledge 
of  the  movement  to  Colonel  Fulton,  commanding 
Johnson's  brigade.  The  movement  of  the  euemy 
down  the  Chattanooga  road  was  so  prompt,  that 
they  penetrated  our  lino  on  the  left  of  Johnson's 
brigade,  filed  off  to  the  left  and  fired  a  volley 
into  its  rear.  This  brigade  now  moved  by  one 
impulse  to  the  right  and  fell  back  to  tho  east  of 
the  road  from  Chattanooga  to  Lee  and  Gordon's 
Mill,  leaving  eleven  ofheers  (including  Major 
Davis,  of  the  Seventeen th  Tennessee  regiraont), 
sixty  men,  and  the  captured  battery,  in  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.  In  the  meantime  the  Third 
and  Forty-first  regiments  Tennessee  volunteers, 
which  were  falling  to  the  rear,  were  placed  in 
position  by  Captain  W.  T.  Blakemoro,  my  Aid- 
de-Camp,  who  was  on  duty  in  that  part  of  the 
field  and  discovered  this  movement  of  the  ene- 
my, and,  by  his  instruction,  charged  the  column 
which  had  so  suddenly  appeared  in  our  rear  and 
drove  it  back.  Colonel  Walker  now  placed  these 
regiments  diagonally  across  the  road,  the  right 
advanced,  facing  the  enemy,  in  which  position 
I  ordered  him  to  remain  for  a  time.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  we  have  encountered  a  portion  of 
McCook's  corps  of  the  Federal  army,  moving  to 
support  their  left.'  Our  scouts  thrown  out  in 
front  of  our  skirmishers,  and  my  Brigade  In- 
spector, Lieutenant  Black,  after  a  personal  recon- 
noissanco,  had  previously  reported  the  enemy 
moving  artillery  and  infantry  in  that  direction. 
With  tho  heavy  force  of  the  enemy  still  in 
vicinity  of  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill,  this  ad- 
vance of  my  division,  unsupported  by  any  move- 
ment on  my  left,  was  pushed  quite  as  far  as  was 
judicious. 

Finding  my  line  now,  abont  sunset,  quite  ir- 
regular in  its  formation,  I  proceeded  immediately 

to  re-form  it,  in  the  woods,  about  s\x  YtfutftwiV  i         _  ^  

yards  east  of  tho  road  from  Chattanooga,  to  licxs  \  ^Yi\0&  wmsh  itaa&i. 


and  Gordon's  Mill,  when,  by  order  of  Mtfa 
eral  Hood,  temporary  breastworb  of  ftfe 
were  put  up  along  the  line,  behiod  ffct* 
command  rested  during  the  night,  wttdng 
ers  thrown  out  to  the  road.  During  tfclfl 
engagement,  the  loss  of  the  dmaooiNffc 
heavy.   The  Third  Tennessee  regiment  npft 
twelve  men  killed  ana  forty-five  wouxfedMa  br  tl 
it  was  ordered  to  advance.  Tho  Serein  hi 
regiment  had  several  killed  and  wotmdedtfti 
same  time.     Licutenaut-Colone]  Thorn  I 
Beaumont,  well  and  honorably  hwm  ii  ei 
as  well  as  military  life,  Captain  WfltiussJ 
two  other  company  officers  of  the  Fiftieth  lb 
ncs8ce  regiment  were  killed,  seven  ofca 
wounded  and  one  missing,  while  it  kit  to} 
in  men.   The  Forty-fourth  Tenneaee  ngmt 
had  Lieutenant-Colonel  John  L  McEmA, 
commanding  (a  gallant  and  able  officer,  nth 
rendered  faithful  and  efficient  service  a  m 
army)  and  five  company  officers  wounded,  • 
(Captain  Samuel  Jackson)  mortally.  It  kit** 
fifty  men  wounded  and  six  killed,  one  nf 
(Sergeant  T.  A.  Johnson)  was  particohrrjd* 
guished  for  gallantry.    The  command  rfiji 
regiment  now  devolved  upon  Major  m 
ford.   The  Seventeenth  Tennessee  re^ineM  f_ 
one  officer  killed  and  two  officers  ini 
men  wounded.   Colonel  N.  B.  Grsnbmy, «■ 
Seventh  Texas,  Major  S.  H.  Colmes,  of  W» 
Tennessee  battalion,  and  Major  Lowe,*" 
Twenty-third  Tennessee  regiment,  *erenwl 
wounded.   The  Twenty-third  Tennessee*** 
all,  one  officer  and  five  men  killed,  five  ofc* 
wounded,  and  fifty-eight  men  wounded  «to 
tured.   The  losses  of  the  other  regimeda* 
not  reported  in  this  connection.  Captain 
son,  of  the  Forty-fourth  Tennessee  regimnO* 
since  died  of  his  wounds.    Known  to  roe 
and  familiarly  in  youth  and  manhood  as  Csftii 
Samuel  Jackson  has  been,  I  feel  unaMetofc 
justice  to  his  many  virtues,  his  pure  and  is» 
rable  character,  or  his  merits  as  as  an  officer*! 
soldier. 

On  Sunday,  September  twentieth,  1863,«Tta 
was  formed  by  seven  o'clock  a.  m.,  withMc$&i 
brigade  on  the  right,  Johnson's  brigade  in  As 
centre,  and  two  regiments — the  Fiftieth  Ten- 
nessee regiment  and  the  First  Temwsstf 
battalion  (consolidated),  under  Major  C  W. 
Robertson,  and  the  Seventh  Texas,  under  Msjff 
Van  Zant— -on  the  left  The  rest  of  Giegn 
brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel  Suggs,  formed! 
second  line.  Culpeper's  battery  was  placed  is 
position  on  the  right  of  McNair's  bripde, 
Everett's  on  the  right  of  Johnson  s  brigade,  ad 
Bledsoe^s  on  the  right  of  the  two  regUMUb  in 
the  front  line  from  Gregg's  brigade.  Hrodssfii 
division  formed  on  my  left,  and  Stewart's  osa? 
right.  Hood's  division,  commanded  by  Briga- 
dier-General Law,  formed  in  rear  of  my  oivim 
giving  us  a  depth  of  three  lines.  Abont  ta 
o'clock  a.  m.,  our  skirmishers  fell  "back  under  tift 
advance  of  the  enemy.  My  line  promptly  opeaed 
*  tafe         ^xtjfiarv  and  mall  arse. 
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ock  a.  m.,  a  general  advance  was 
commencing  somewhere  on  the 
Rindman's  division  on  the  left, 
ipied  the  ground  in  our  front, 
eading  from  Chattanooga  to  Lee 
ill.  Their  line  was  formed  along 
therton's  house,  and  they  had  a 
open  field  south  of  the  house, 
*  brigade  had  captured  a  battery 
The  enemy  also  occupied  two 
orks,  made  of  rails  and  timber, 
my  front  and  to  the  left  of  it, 
vest  of  Brotherton's  farm.  By 
jreneral  Hood,  I  moved  my  di- 
ind  at  once  engaged  the  enemy, 
lout  six  hundred  yards  through 
?r  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery  and 
swept  our  ranks  with  terrific 
ed  the  road  to  Lee  and  Gordon's 
gades  of  my  division  passing  on 
rotherton's  house.  Our  charge 
and  the  Yankees  who  did  not 
and  captured  at  the  fences  and 
ong  the  latter  is  especially  men- 
'.  A.  Bartleson,  of  the  One-Hun- 
regiment,  who  was  captured, 
-s,  by  Johnson's  brigade, 
tery  now  took  a  position  in  a 
otherton's  house,  and  opened  to 
t,  firing  about  six  rounds  to  the 
ne  again  moved  forward  under 
a  the  enemy's  breastworks.  The 
y  that  my  right  brigade  faltered 
id  some  of  the  men  commenced 
it  was  soon  rallied  and  moving 
My  whole  line,  Gregg's  brigade 
ted  by  Hood's  division,  under 
ine,  swept  forward  with  great 
ty  and  carried  the  breastworks, 
oe  precipitately  retreated,  under 
irticularly  directed  to  the  left, 
jade.  Having  advanced  some 
woods  west  of  Brotherton's 
of  a  small  ascent  covered  with 
)f  young  pines,  my  right  brigade 
i  effect  of  a  heavy  fire,  which 
>ly  damaging  my  second  line. 
>w  pushed  to  the  front  the  three 
?gg  s  brigade  which  had  formed 
Johnson's  brigade  moving  to  the 
ime,  and  again  my  line  advanced 
3nemy,  driving  them  from  the 
tyer's  house,  McNair's  brigade 
ght. 

emerged  from  the  forest  into 
the  border  of  long  open  fields, 
enemy  were  retreating,  under 
batteries,  which  were  ranged 
it  a  ridge  on  our  right  and  front, 
e  corner  of  a  stubble-field,  and 
i  our  left  and  front,  posted  on  an 
edge  of  the  woods,  just  at  the 
lear  a  peach  orchard,  and  south- 
ouse.  The  scene  now  presented 
-  grand.  The  resolute  and  im- 
the  rush  of  our  heavy  columns, 


sweeping  out 'from  the  shadow  and  gloom  of  the 
forest  into  the  open  fields,  flooded  with  sunlight, 
the  glitter  of  arms,  the  onward  dash  of  artillery 
and  mounted  men,  the  retreat  of  the  foe,  the 
shouts  of  the  hosts  of  our  army,  the  dust,  the 
smoke,  the  noise  of  fire-arms,  of  whistling  bails 
and  grapeshot,  and  of  bursting  shell,  made  up  a 
battle  scene  of  unsurpassed  grandeur.  Here 
General  Hood  gave  me  the  last  order  I  received 
from  him  on  the  field:  "Go  ahead  and  keep 
ahead  of  everything."  How*  this  order  was 
obeyed  will  be  best  determined  by  those  who 
investigate  all  the  details  of  this  battle. 

The  unusual  depth  of  our  columns  of  attack, 
in  this  part  of  the  field,  and  the  force  and  power 
with  which  it  was  thrown  upon  the  enemy  s  line, 
had  now  completely  broken  and  routed  their 
centre  and  oast  the  shattered  fragments  to  the 
right  and  left  Everett's  battery  was  here  or- 
dered into  action  on  the  right  of  Johnson's 
brigade  and  opened  upon  the  retreating  foe, 
while  my  line  continued  to  advance. 

There  was  now  an  interval  of  eight  hundred 
yards  between  Hindman's  division  on  my  left 
and  my  command.  Johnson's  brigade  on  the 
left  bore  but  slightly  to  the  right,  its  left  regi- 
ment stretching  across  the  road  from  Dyer's 
house  to  Crawnsh  road,  and  passing  on  both 
sides  of  the  house.  Gregg's  brigade,  in  the 
centre,  moved  a  little  to  the  right,  so  as  to  flank 
and  capture  nine  pieces  of  artillery  on  its  right, 
posted  on  the  ascent  to  the  eminence,  in  the 
corner  of  the  field  north  of  Dyer's  house. 
McNair's  brigade,  now  somewhat  in  the  rear  of 
the  two  left  brigades,  moved  obliquely  to  the 
right  and  directly  upon  the  eminence.  My  line 
was  here  uncovered  by  Hood's  division,  which 
must  have  changed  its  direction  to  the  right 

The  nine  pieces  captured  by  Gregg's  brigade 
are  reported  by  Colonel  Suggs,  commanding,  as 
having  been  taken  from  the  field  by  a  detail 
under  Adjutant  Fletcher  Beaumont,  of  the 
Fiftieth  Tennessee  regiment,  who  caused  the 
Yankee  drivers  to  drive  some  of  the  teams  to 
the  rear.  Four  of  these  pieces,  three-inch  rifles, 
belong  to  the  First  Missouri  Federal  battery, 
and  are  now  in  possession  of  the  First  Missouri 
Confederate  battery  (Bledsoe's),  attached  to 
Gregg's  brigade.  A  statement  made  by  Adju- 
tant Beaumont  in  regard  to  the  capture  is  here- 
with enclosed. 

In  this  advance,  Brigadier-General  £.  McNair. 
commanding  the  right  brigade,  and  Colonel 
Harper,  of  the  First  Arkansas  regiment,  of  that 
brigade,  were  wounded — the  latter  mortally, 
and  the  command  of  McNair's  brigade  devolved 
upon  Colonel  Coleman,  of  the  Thirty-ninth  North 
Carolina  regiment  Colonel  Coleman  reports 
that  McNair's  brigade  charged  and  carried  the 
eminence  in  the  corner  of  the  field  to  our  right, 
capturing  the  ten  guns,  eight  of  which  were 
immediately  carried  off,  and  two  were  subse- 
quently removed,  and  that  the  brigade  fell  back 
for  want  of  ammunition  and  support,  and  formed 
on  the  left  of  Itobexteoxv'a  tax-guta, 
division.    Whethst  CkAou*\  €&<gafts£* 
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has  any  reference,  in  this  connection,  to  the 
nine  guns  reported  as  captured  by  Gregg's 
Brigade,  or  whether  there  is  any  point  of  dis- 
pute between  these  two  brigades  as  to  captured 
artillery,  I  cannot  now  determine.  McNair's 
brigade  has  been  detached  from  this  army,  and 
I  am  unable  to  communicate  with  it  in  time  to 
make  my  report  explicit  on  this  point 

In  the  meantime,  I  discovered  what  I  con- 
ceived to  be  an  important  position,  directly  in 
our  front — an  elevated  ridge  of  open  ground, 
running  nearly  north  and  south,  beyond  the 
narrow  strips  of  woods  on  the  western  borders 
of  the  open  fields  in  our  front  and  about  six 
hundred  yards  west  of  the  elevation  on  which 
the  nine  pieces  of  artillery  had  been  captured, 
and  I  hastened  to  press  forward  Gregg's  brigade, 
which  had  halted  for  a  moment  on  the  flank  of 
the  guns  that  were  being  removed,  while  John- 
son's brigade  approached  the  same  position 
from  the  left.  From  the  crest  of  this  ridge  the 
ground  descends  abruptly  into  a  corn  field  and 
cove,  lying  south  of  Villetoe's  house.  West  of 
the  cove  is  a  range  of  the  Missionary  Ridge, 
while  north  of  it  a  spur  of  that  ridge  spreads 
out  to  the  east  Through  a  gap  at  the  angle 
between  this  spur  on  the  north  and  the  ridge  on 
the  west  of  the  cove,  and  about  one  thousand 
yards  from  the  ridge  on  the  east,  where  my 
division  was  now  taking  position,  passes  the 
Crawfish  road,  which  continues  south  along 
the  base  of  tho  ridge  on  the  western  side  of  the 
cove.  Along  this  road  a  line  of  telegraph  wires 
extended  from  Chattanooga  to  General  Rose- 
crans's  headquarters,  and  at  tho  gorge  of  the 
gap  a  train  of  wagons  filled  the  roaa,  whilo  a 
number  of  caissons  and  a  battery  of  artillery, 
for  defence  of  the  train,  occupied  the  grounds 
near  Villetoe's  house.  * 

The  ridge  on  the  east  of  the  cove  was  taken 
without  resistance,  though  the  enemy  had  there 
constructed  a  breastwork  of  rails,  and  had  filled 
up  a  large  number  of  their  knapsacks,  secure, 
as  they  doubtless  thought,  from  the  danger  of 
the  battle-field.  As  soon  as  this  ridge  was 
occupied,  which  was  a  few  minutes  before 
twelve  m.,  our  advance  position,  commanded  by 
adjacent  hills  and  separated  on  the  right  and 
left  as  far  as  I  could  see  from  our  troops,  in- 
duced me  immediately  to  send  my  Aid-de-Camp, 
Captain  Blakemore,  to  report  our  position  to 
Lieutenant-Gencral  Longstreet,  commanding  our 
wing,  and  to  bring  up  artillery  and  infantry  to 
our  support,  while  I  disposed  of  my  command 
for  defence.  Gregg's  brigade  was  at  once  posted 
partly  facing  to  the  north,  at  tho  edge  of  the 
woods  at  the  north  end  of  the  field,  and  partly 
facing  to  the  west,  along  a  portion  of  the  adja- 
cent ridge.  Johnson's  brigade  was  posted,  fac- 
ing to  the  west,  on  the  crest  of  the  ridge,  about 
one  hundred  yards  to  the  left  of  Gregg's  brigade. 
Both  brigades  immediately  advanced  their  skir- 
mishers to  the  front. 
When  I  discovered  the  train  of  wagons  at  the 


promptly  posted  Everett's  battery  mi  tbe 
between  Johnson's  and  Gregg's  t-,-J  -  -1 


it  opened  fire  on  the  train.    The  firecf  tb» 
tillery  and  some  shots  from  our  adTOKug  ft 
mishers  created   the    utmost  custOMi) 
among  the  drivers  and  teams,  canabf  tmi 
the  wagons  to  be  upset,  and  others  to  I*  ■ 
against  trees  and  up  the  precipitin  accfira* 
adjacent   Lieutenant  Everett  also  sent  forest 
one  piece  of  artillery  to  a  knoll  in  tbe  con  IN 
south  of  Villetoe's  house,  which  fired  up  ii 
gorge  along  the  Crawfish  road.  A  few  sat 
were  fired  upon  us  from  a  battery  of  the  saf 
posted  on  the  high  ground  north  of  oar  ports\ 
to  which  Everett's  artillery  replied,  friar  ital 
six  rounds,  when  the  enemy  ceased  firing  am 
A  ball  from  Lieutenant  Everett's  battery  s> 
mounted  one  of  the  guns  (a  rifle  piece],  aaf 
Villetoe's  house,  by  breaking  the  ule-tret  Ol 
skirmishers  now  advanced  and  took  wmm 
of  the  wagons,  caissons  and  guns.  tteikast 
Everett  sent  forward  two  teams  and  hukdifM 
Napoleon  gun  and  caisson,  attaduDftfatrt 
purpose,  the  limber  of  a  six-pound  euntwalaw 
by  flie  Napoleon,  for  which  no  limber  wtffasi 
This  gun  has  since  been  ascertained  tote* 
of  the  guns  of  Lumsden's  battery, 
by  the  enemy  on  the  nineteenth,  and b*^* 
returned  to  that  battery.  Besides  thetwopj* 
above-named,  a  six-pounder,  smootbtat,* 
another  piece,  description  not  now  tooif*.tt 
seven  caissons,  were  captured.  The  wagon** 
tained  some  quartermaster's  property, tort** 
mainly  loaded  with  ammunition  forarbflenai 
infantry.    Two  of  General  Rosecrans's  «mA 
and  Captain  Hescock,  of  the  First  Missouri  Fed- 
eral light  artillery,  Battery  6,  were  captured « 
the  side  of  the  ridge  west  of  Vilietoe'a  how, 
where  many  other  prisoners  were  picked  af 
by  our  skirmishers.    My  engagements  vol 
such  at  this  period  as  to  prevent  me  from  look- 
ing after  or  estimating  the  number  or  Tabes' 
articles  captured.  Many  of  the  wagom  van 
subsequently  removed  by  other  commawk  a 
rear  of  mine.   I  now  estimate  the  wagom  cap- 
tured at  about  thirty,  a  few  of  which  had  teasi 
attached. 

Before  making  any  disposition  for  a  frr&aT 
advance,  I  found  it  necessary  to  replenish  •» 
supply  of  ammunition,  and,  consequently,  I  <*» 
dered  up  a  supply  from  the  rear  and  distributes1 
it  to  the  most  of  the  regiments  of  my  command. 
Subsequently  we  drew  our  ammunition  from  the 
captured  train.  Lieutenant  Black,  of  my  ata€ 
now  brought  up  Dent's  battery  of  Napoto* 
guns,  of  Hindman's  division,  which  lie  fond 
somewhere  on  our  left,  and  placed  three  pieoea 
on  the  ridge  in  the  north-west  corner  of  the  field 
we  occupied.  No  General  officer  or  reinforce* 
ments  having  come  up,  and  seeing  no  troops  at 
my  vicinity,  my  Aids  having  been  long  absent  a 
search  of  support,  I  became  impatient  at  the  de- 
lay. Giving  orders  that  our  position  should  bt 
held  at  all  hazards,  I  galloped  oft,  in  person,  m 
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gorge  of  the  Crawfish  road,  the  enemy  w«t<3si  oV  wo^qt^  l^v^c?run^shghtly  to  the 
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>n  our  left,  and  I  could  see  no  troops  in 
ection.  It  subsequently  appears  that 

Hindman's  division  gallantly  drove 
the  west  and  south  the  enemy's  line  in 
;  and  on  my  left,  inflicting  a  heavy  loss 

and  thus  relieving  us  from  danger  in 
*tion. 

;  towards  our  right  and  rear  some  half  a 
ime  upon  Brigadier-General  Kershaw  ad- 
with  his  brigade  through  the  open  field 
3  eminence  near  to  which  we  had  cap- 
d  battery  of  nine  guns  in  our  advance,  and 
saw  the  United  States  flag  now  floating, 
tion  having  been  reoccupied  by  the  en- 
fere  I  learned  that  Major- General  Hood 
;n  wounded.   Colonel  Cunningham,  of 

informed  me  that  Brigadier-General 
r's  brigade  was  much  needed  to  attack 
ion  in  its  front,  and  I  consequently  had 
further  for  support  I  sent  Captain 
re,  who  ioined  me  here,  to  find  and  bring 
ral  McNair's  brigade,  and,  after  riding 
5, 1  found  on  the  road,  approaching  my 
1,  Major-General  Hindman  and  Brig- 
aeral  Anderson,  to  whom  my  Aid  had 
cated  my  necessities  and  wishes.  Be- 
med  that  Brigadier-General  Deas1  bri- 
old  move  to  support  my  left,  and  that 
Anderson  was  then  advancing  to  fill  up 
Qcy  on  my  right,  I  returned  to  my  com- 
th  a  view  to.  driving  the  enemy  from 
,  directed  Dent's  battery  to  open  fire  to 

of  the  eminence,  about  six  hundred 
■  our  right,  on  which  I  had  seen  the 
tates  flag  floating,  and  on  which  I  left 
's  brigade  advancing, 
than  an  hour  had  now  been  spent  in  this 
and  I  resolved  to  press  forward  my 
ti  before  support  reached  me.  I  there- 
ceeded  to  form  my  line,  feeing  to  the 
ong  and  in  continuation  of  the  north 
le  field  ;  Gregg's  brigade  on  the  right 
ason'8  brigade  on  the  left,  extending 
the  corn  field  south  of  Villetoes,  house 
e  Crawfish  road.  My  line  being  formed,  I 
ised  that  the  enemy  occupied  the  ridge 
Villetoe's  com  field  and  west  of  the 
road,  and  it  therefore  became  necessary 
rt  our  left  flank  by  skirmishers  thrown 
hat  direction  from  Johnson's  brigade, 
ance  commenced  about  the  time  Deas' 
formed,  facing  to  the  west  on  the  ridge 
ust  left  I  directed  Brigadier-General 
move  his  brigade  directly  to  its  front 
right  flank  should  reach  the  position  of 
then  to  wheel  to  the  right,  sweeping 
)  west  of  the  Crawfish  road,  and  come 
>rm  on  the  left  of  my  line  of  battle, 
rest  of  the  spur  of  Missionary  Ridge 
Villetoe's  house  extends  east  and  west 
leral  direction,  but  crosses  to  the  south 
e  middle.  At  the  east  and  west  ends 
est  are  the  most  elevated  points  of  the 
3n  the  slope  north  of  the  west  end  is 
»'  houae,  at  which  were  the  head- 
er" Generals  Boaeorana  and  Thomas 


during  the  latter  part  of  the  battle.  Towards 
the  south  the  slope  from  the  crest  is  gradual  for 
some  distance  in  several  places ;  and  especially 
so  at  the  west  end,  and  terminates  towards  the 
cove  in  an  abrupt,  serrated  declivity,  presenting 
to  our  approach  from  the  south  several  second- 
ary spurs  or  kn6bs,  with  intervening  short  ra- 
vines. Along  the  crest  of  this  spur  the  last 
desperate  struggle  of  the  northern  army  was 
made  at  the  battle  of  Chickamauga. 

Gregg's  and  Johnson's  brigades,  followed  by 
Dent  s  and  Everett's  batteries,  advanced  in  line 
towards  the  north,  the  left  passing  over  the 
wagons,  caissons,  and  pieces  of  artillery  near 
Villetoe's  house  and  reaching  to  the  Crawfish 
road.  There  were  a  number  of  wounded  Fed- 
erals at  Villetoe's  house.  The  ladies  of  the 
family,  who  had  taken  shelter  from  danger  on 
Saturday  and  Sunday  beneath  the  floor,  now 
burst  forth  and  greeted  our  soldiers  with  slap- 
ping of  hands  and  shouts  of  joy,  presenting  an 
impressive  scene.  The  brow  of  the  secondary 
spurs  north  of  Villetoe's  house  were  gained 
without  resistance  by  Gregg's  and  Johnson's 
brigades,  and  by  Anderson*,  which  had  come 
up  on  our  right,  during  our  advance.  The  liue 
was  then  halted,  the  alignment  connected,  and 
the  two  regiments  of  Gregg's  brigade  which 
were  formed  on  the  left  of  my  line  in  the  morn- 
ing, now  returned  to  their  brigade.  Four  of 
Dent's  Napoleon  guns  and  Everett's  battery  of 
three  guns  were  placed  in  position  on  the  spur 
occupied  by  Johnson's  brigade,  and  two  nieces 
of  Dent's  battery  were  placed  upon  the  hill  with 
Gregg's  brigade.  There  was  now  no  support 
on  the  left  of  Johnson's  brigade,  though  jSoas' 
brigade  was  every  moment  expected  there. 

A  few  minutes  before  two  o'clock  p.  after 
the  artillery  had  openeil  fire,  the  order  was 
given  to  advance  from  this  position  with  a  view 
of  gaining  the  main  crest  of  the  ridge  in  our 
front,  which  was  some  thousand  yards  distant 
on  our  left,  but  much  nearer  on  our  right  on 
account  of  its  curvature  to  the  south  m  tho 
middle.  The  enemy  opened  fire  upon  our  left 
before  it  advanced  one  hundred  yards.  Our 
movement  was,  however,  continued  for  a  time, 
until  my  left  formed  a  position  in  which  it  was 
enabled  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check.  But  the 
Federals  moved  up  on  our  flank  along  a  second- 
ary spur,  which  united  at  the  elevation  at  the 
west  end  of  the  main  ridge  with  that  upon 
which  Johnson's  brigade  was  fighting,  and  this 
movement  was  held  m  check  some  time  by  our 
troops  firing  obliquely  to  the  left  The  advance 
of  Brigadier-General  Anderson  on  our  extreme 
right  was  a  gallant  and  impetuous  charge.  It 
encountered  a  heavy  force  of  the  enemy  posted 
in  a  strong  position,  from  which  they  poured  a 
volume  of  fire  that  speedily  repulsed  the  charge. 
Gregg's  brigade  gained  the  crest  of  the  ridge, 
after  a  sharp  contest,  driving  the  foe  down  the 
northern  slope  of  the  ridge  and  delivering  a 
damaging  fire  in  the  retreating  masses ;  but  the 
enemy  returned  to  «xA  ^^\*s«flk 

now  no  support  on  ototA^V^^*  sotb&wbr*^ 
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falling  back  on  the  flank,  just  after  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Tillman,  commanding  the  Forty-first 
Tennessee  regiment,  was  disabled  by  a  wound. 
The  Third  Tennessee  regiment,  with  about  forty 
men  of  the  Fiftieth  Tennessee  and  Seventh 
Texas  regiments,  on  the  left  of  this  brigade, 
claims  to  have  held  its  advanced  position  until 
Johnson's  brigade  fell  back  under  the  flank  move- 
ment of  the  enemy  on  its  left.  In  retiring,  this 
regiment  had  six  men  captured.  As  my  line  fell 
back,  our  artillery  opened  with  canister,  and  was 
gallantly  served  under  fire  of  the  enemy's  in- 
fantry until  the  troops,  rallying  in  line  at  the 
batteries,  repulsed  the  charge  of  the  foe. 

I  now  gave  orders  to  hold  the  hill,  and  await 
the  reinforcements  from  Hindman's  division  mo- 
mentarily expected.  Soon  Manigault's  brigade 
was  seen  advancing  in  line  of  battle  through 
Villetoe's  corn-field,  in  the  cove  in  our  rear.  As 
it  came  up  on  the  left  of  my  line,  Brigadier- 
General  Deas  reported  in  person,  having  with 
his  brigade  swept  the  ridge  west  of  the  Crawfish 
road.  Having  sent  a  staff  officer  to  place  these 
two  brigades  in  line  on  my  left,  I  rode  toward 
the  right,  and  met  General  Hindman,  who  di- 
rected me  to  take  command  of  the  left  wing  and 
wheel  to  the  right,  making  the  right  of  my  divis- 
ion the  pivot  McNair's  brigade,  under  Colonel 
Coleman,  now  came  up  and  formed  a  line  in  rear 
'of  the  left  of  my  division.  I  also  detailed  ten 
men  from  Johnson's  brigade  to  assist  in  working 
the  guns  of  Dent's  battery. 

Our  line,  from  left  to  right,  was  formed  of  bri- 
gades in  the  following  order,  viz. :  Deas',  Mani- 

Skult's,  Johnson's,  Gregg's,  and  Anderson's,_with 
cNair's  brigade  in  rear  of  Johnson's. 


field  of  Chickamauza.  Our  artillery  opeaiia  * 
the  brow  of  the  ridge  and  the  infantr/bass 
immediately  engaged.  The  firing  wu  rerjisj 
on  both  sides,  and  showed  that  the  eaemm 
in  strong  force  in  our  front,  supported  b*a4 
lery  posted  near  the  junction  of  thetwessi 
on  which  Deas'  and  Johnson's  brigade  raj* 
ively  moved.  Our  line  pressed  detennineayfc 
ward  for  some  time,  keeping  up  an  iooeatf 
fire  with  small  arms.  But  the  enemy  niwst 
dently  received  reinforcements  of  freek  tnta 
which  advanced  with  a  shout  that wai  betii 
along  our  lines,  and  we  were  driven  back  to  « 
guns.  It  was  subsequently  ascertained  fas 
prisoners  captured  that  the  reinforcement!  is) 
a  part  of  General  Granger's  corps,  whkasj 
fought  the  rest  of  the  day.  Deas'  brigadcai 
the  part  of  Manigault's  next  to  it,  fell  Wk  1i 
the  foot  of  the  hill ;  Anderson's  fell  bad  to  ■ 
first  position,  and  these  three  brigades,Mwhi 
regiments  of  Manigault's  next  to  JohnaoaisV 
gade,  did  not  again  enter  the  fight 

In  falling  back  on  the  spur  onwhkaJs* 
son's  brigade  and  the  two  batteries  fovM 
McNair's  brigade,  which  formed  a  secondly 
mingled  with  the  troops  of  the  first  tine«4» 
left  of  Johnson's  and  the  right  of  thetwoflj 
ments  of  Manigault's  brigade,  and  contMfc 
fight  in  that  position  during  the  rest  of  tte  1 
The  retreat  on  this  hill  was  precipitate, » 
called  for  all  the  exertions  I  could  commui* 
prevent  many  of  the  troops  from  abandons]* 
The  officers,  however,  joined  with  every  eBBfl 
and  zeal  in  the  effort  to  stay  the  retreat,  and  If 
appeals,  commands,  and  physical  efforts,  aft 
a  few  who  persisted  in  skulking  behind  treeK 


Deas'  i 

brigade  occupied  the  brow  of  the  steep  spur  j  lying  idly  on  the  ground,  were  brought  *} 
which  forms  the  north  side  of  the  gorge,  through  j  our  lines  in  support  of  the  artillery,  la  1 
which  the  Crawfish  road  passes  Missionary  |  meantime  our  batteries  were  promptly  ope 
Ridge.  Manigault's  stretched  across  the  ravine 
and  extended  up  the  side  of  the  adjacent  spur 
to  the  right,  on  which  Johnson's  and  McNair's 
brigades,  with  seven  pieces  of  artillery,  were 
posted.  Gregg's  brigade  was  formed  on  a  spur 
of  some  greater  length,  extending  more  towards 
the  east,  and  separated  in  part  from  the  main 
ridge  by  a  hollow,  with  a  piece  of  table  land  at 
its  head  to  the  west  Anderson's  brigade  was 
formed  in  two  lines  on  the  right,  the  front  line 
extending  up  to  the  slope  of  the  spur  on  which 
Gregg's  brigade  was  formed,  on  the  left  and 
across  the  hollow  on  the  right  The  section  of 
Dent's  artillery  with  Gregg's  brigade  in  the  last 
attack  was  now  moved  to  the  hollow  on  the 
right,  ready  to  be  run  up  by  hand  on  the  main 
ridge  as  soon  as  it  should  be  carried.  Kershaw's 
brigade  was  somewhere  on  the  right  of,  but  not 
connected  with,  Anderson's  brigade. 
a  I  proceeded  in  person  to  put  the  line  in  mo- 
tion. Commencing  with  Deas'  brigade,  and  giv- 
ing careful  instructions  to  preserve  the  dress 
and  connection  to  the  right,  I  passed  along  the 
line  until  I  saw  it  all  gallantly  moving  forward. 


and  gallantly  served  amid  a  shower  of  ttt< 
my's  bullets,  and,  together  with  the  best 
bravest  of  our  infantry,  who  promptly  nffic 
our  artillery,  poured  such  a  volume  of  fire  > 
the  advancing  foe  that  his  onward  progrea 
effectually  stayed. 

I  cannot  here  speak  too  highly  of  the  gtl 
of  the  men  and  officers  of  Dent's  and  Bn 
batteries  on  this  occasion.  It  elicited  mv 
est  admiration,  and  I  at  once  endeavored : 
untarily  to  express  personally  to  the  comma 
my  high  appreciation  of  the  work  they  k 
nobly  done.  It  is  claimed  by  Johnson's  bi 
that  they  rallied  to  a  man  at  the  battery, 
be  permitted  to  say  for  these  noble  men, 
whom  I  have  so  long  been  associated,  1 
then  felt  that  every  man  in  the  brigade  i 
hero.  Of  Gregg's  brigade  I  can  speak  in  ■ 
exalted  terms.  All,  indeed,  who  now  pi 
pated  in  this  final,  protracted,  and  trying  i 
gle,  merit  the  highest  praise. 

All  our  troops  had  now  suffered  seventy 
and  in  other  parts  of  the  field.  B^mm 
vision,  it  is  understood,  had  been  espc 


A  moat  obstinate  struggle  now  comm^ic»d  fox  \  ^eakaxifed  vn  the  conflict  before  it 
the  possession  of  this  spur  of  Missionary  xUfceA  oKroacfc.  ^stfS&Kt  ^^^^sb&b, 
— the  last  stronghold  of  the  enemy  on  1iie         \  w£a\sn^R»  Toastes**^ 
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t  port  of  Manigault's  brigade  adjacent  to  ray 
hod,  about  two  regiments,  under  Colonel 

 f  of"  the  Thirty-fourth  Alabama  regiment, 

Mrticipatod  in  the  invincible  spirit  which  fired 
wr  men,  and  continued  to  fight  with  us.  I 
ttdereci    that  the  hill  should  be  held  at  all 
AEards,  and  determined  that  all  should  be  lost 
efore  I  would  abandon  it.  I  felt  that  this  posi- 
jou  (on  tlie  extreme  left)  was  one  of  the  utmost 
oportaxioe,  and  might  determine  the  fate  of  the 
V«     Imlc^cd,  defeat  here  would  have  let  the 
wmy's  right  swing  back  around  our  left  flank, 
rer  toe    strong  positions  we  had  won;  and 
ere,  as  svfc  Murfrecsburo',  where  all  our  move- 
ants  on  the  left  had  been  very  similar,  a  chance 
«  victory  might  be  lost. 
About  this  time  my  Aid,  Captain  W.  T.  Blake- 
J^e»  *"e|^ortcd  to  me  some  two  hundred  men  of 
J^VJ1*?*®  brigade,  in  our  rear,  under  command 
a  a  Major,  whose  name  is  not  recollected.  Upon 
it,  the  officer  in  command  reported  it 
5Jf*  y  vxnserviceable  on  accoimt  of  its  having 
5??11  ^Tat  up  and  demoralized.   I  consequently 
^?ot  put  it  in  the  fight.. 
JUie  oiiemy  where  not  whipped,  and  the  con- 
*ti\\  raged  with  varying  fortune.  Repeatedly 
v?1* S1^11  advanced,  and  were  in  turn  forced  to 
\  A     *  P°rti°n  of  th°  ground  they  had  gained. 
■^vT^fccted  our  men  to  advance  as  far  as  possible, 
\iold  their  position  and  never  retreat.  We 
J?^*  gradually  approached  the  crest  of  tho 


k  about  five  p.  m.,  I  sent  my  acting  Aid-de- 
p,  Lieutenant  George  Marchbanks,  Confed- 
?^te  States  army,  back  to  the  foot  of  the  ridge, 
request  Brigadier-Generals  Deas  and  Mani- 
Malt  to  bring  up  their  brigades  to  my  support, 
j^ieutenant  Marchbanks  reports  that  Brigadier- 
Qencral  Deas  replied  that,  on  consultation  with 
Brigadier-General  Manigaull,  they  had  decided 
that  it  would  not  be  safe  to  put  their  commands 
in  the  same  position  without  the  support  of 
fresh  troops. 

Over  three  hours  passed  in  this  conflict,  in 
which  officers  and  men  toiled  on  and  manifested 
more  perseverance,  determination  and  endurance 
than  I  have  ever  before  witnessed  on  any  field. 
We  had  now  slowly  driven  the  enemy  on  tho 
left,  up  the  gradual  ascent,  about  half  a  mile,  to 
the  coveted  crest  of  the  ridge,  where  they  made 
the  last  desperate  resistance;  and  our  lines 
gradually  grew  stronger  and  stronger  under  the 
animating  hope  of  victory  so  nearly  within  our 
grasp.  It  was  finally  nearly  sunset,  when  a 
simultaneous  advance  swept  along  our  whole 
lines,  and,  with  a  shout,  we  drove  the  enemy 
from  the  ridge,  and  pursued  them  far  down  the 
northern  slope  to  the  bottom  of  the  deep  hollow 
beyond.  We  had  now  completely  flanked  and 
passed  to  the  rear  of  the  position  of  the  enemy 
on  the  ridge  to  our  right,  and  I  am  convinced  we 
thus  aided  in  finally  carrying  the  heights  south 
of  Snodgrass's  house. 

About  the  time  tho  ridge  was  carried,  Colonel 
Trigg,  of  Preston's  division,  reported  to  me  with 
a  part  of  his  brigade.   I  sent  Captain  Terry,  of 


the  Seventeenth  Tennessee  regiment  who  was 
wounded  and  mounted  on  horseback,  to  place 
Trigg's  command  on  our  right,  and  it  relieved 
Gregg's  brigade,  which  was  out  of  ammunition. 

I  now  proceeded  to  reform  my  line,  which/in 
the  pursuit,  I  regret  to  say,  was  entirely  broken, 
owing  in  port  to  the  peculiar  conformation  of  the 
ground  over  which  we  passed.  I  still  hoped  to 
follow  up  the  retreating  foe. 

After  I  ordered  McNair's  and  Johnson's  bri- 
gades to  f  orm  on  Trigg's,  this  brigade  suddenly 
disappeared,  called  away,  no  doubt,  to  co-operate 
with  Kelly's  brigade  in  capturing  the  two  regi- 
ments of  General  Granger's  corps,  which  sur- 
rendered to  them  about  dark.  I  felt  now  that  it 
would  bo  unsafe  to  advance,  disconnected  as  my 
command  was,  and  it  being  now  dark,  nearly 
eight  o'clock  p.  m.,  I  withdrew  it  some  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  yards  to  a  good  position  near  the 
top  of  the  ridge,  threw  out  pickets  to  the  front, 
and  sent  scouts  to  find  the  enemy. 

My  line  was  arranged  for  the  night  in  the  fol- 
lowing order : 

The  two  regiments  of  Manigault's  brigado, 
under  Colonel  Reed,  of  the  Thirty-fourth  Ala- 
bama regiment,  and  the  left  thrown  back  to 
protect  our  flank,  and  in  succession  to  the  right, 
were  aligned  to  Johnson's,  McNair's  and  Gregg's 
brigades.  On  my  right,  Trigg's  and  Kelly's 
subsequently  formed.  About  eight  o'clock  at 
night,  abandoning  all  hopes  of  advancing  further, 
I  rode  away  and  searched  until  about  eleven 
o'clock,  for  tho  headquarters  of  the  army  or  the 
wing,  with  a  view  to  making  a  report  of  my 
position.  Failing  in  this  attempt,  I  returned  to 
my  command  worn  out  with  the  toils  of  tho  day. 
The  following  morning  revealed  to  us  the  fact 
that  the  enemy  had  left  us  in  possession  of  the 
field.  Details  were  now  made  to  collect  the 
spoils  and  bury  tho  dead. 

I  ought  here  to  mention  the  heroic  efforts  on 
tho  part  of  officers  and  men  which  came  under 
my  observation;  but,  for  want  of  personal 
acquaintance  with  the  parties,  I  cannot  do  jus- 
tice to  all.  I  especially  noticed  the  faithful  toil 
and  heroic  conduct  of  Licutenant-Colnnel  Rey- 
nolds, of  the  first  battalion  of  dismounted  rifles, 
McNair's  brigade,  who  was  conspicuous  in  his 
efforts  to  preserve  our  lines  and  encourage  and 
press  on  our  men.  For  hours  he,  with  many 
other  officers,  faithfully  and  incessantly  labored 
in  this  duty.  In  this  connection  I  must,  in 
justice,  mention  Colonel  J.  8.  Fulton,  of  the  Forty- 
fourth  Tennessee  regiment,  commanding  John- 
son's brigade;  Colonel  R.  ILKeble,  of  the 
Twenty-third  Tennessee  regiment ;  .Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Floyd  and  Captain  Terry,  of  the  Seven- 
teenth Tennessee  regiment,  and  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Snowden,  and  Acting  Adjutant  Gregg, 
of  the  Twenty-fifth  Tennessee  regiment.  To 
Colonel  Suggs,  I  feel  especially  indebted  for 
his  gallant,  able  and  efficient  services  in 
commanding  Gregg's  brigade.  He  is  a  good 
and  meritorious  officer.  Colonel  Walker  and 
Lioutonant-ColoneA  CAsvcV,  *A  Ttio&  Tlw* 
nesseo  ;  Colonel  Grace,  ol  taa  ^^ife.v?«imMM*'k, 
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Captain  Curtis,  of  the  Fiftieth  Tennessee, 
and  Captain  Osburn,  of  the  Forty-first  Ten- 
nessee regiments,  all  of  Gregg  s  brigade, 
merit  special  commendation  for  their  services 
in  this  protracted  struggle.  To  the  courage 
and  fortitude  of  the  men  of  this  brigade,  as 
well  as  to  every  other  brigade  which  struggled 
with  them  in  our  last  persistent  efforts  to  drive 
the  enemy  from  their  final  position,  I  trust  the 
proper  sense  of  gratitude  will  be  awarded. 
Colonel  Coleman,  commanding  McNair's  brigade, 
did  gallant  service  and  carried  his  command 
faithfully  through  all  the  varying  fortunes  of 
the  field,  on  the  left,  to  the  very  close  of  the 
fight  I  regret  that  I  am  unable  to  specify  more 
particularly  the  services  of  meritorious  officers 
of  this  brigade. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  attention  to  the  efficient 
use  made  of  artillery  in  my  command.  My  pur- 
pose in  accordance  with  preconceived  notions, 
was  to  keep  my  artillery  employed  to  the  utmost 
practicable  extent  in  conjunction  with  my  in- 
fantry ;  and  my  little  experience  on  this  battle- 
field, only  determines  me  on  all  like  occasions  to 
improve  on  my  practice  of  this  day. 

I  need  add  nothing  more  in  acknowledgment 
of  the  services  of  Captain  Dent  and  Lieutenant 
Everett,  commanding  batteries  in  my  lines,  or 
of  the  gallantry  of  the  men  under  their  com- 
mands. 

I  have  to  regret  that  no  report  has  been  fur- 
nished me  by  Captain  Culpeper,  commanding 
the  battery  attached  to  McNair's  brigade ;  and 
I  also  regret  that  neither  this  battery  nor  Bled- 
soe's First  Missouri  battery,  commanded  by 
First  Lieutenant  R.  Wood,  and  attached  to 
Gregg's  brigade,  for  reasons  not  known  to  me, 
followed  their  brigades  or  participated  in  our 
fight  for  Missionary  Ridge,  where  they  would 
have  won  unfading  laurels  for  every  officer  and 
man  attached  to  them. 

The  gallant  conduct  of  my  Brigade  Inspector, 
Second  Lieutenant  M.  W.  Black,  of  the  Seven- 
teenth Tennessee  regiment,  distinguished  him 
throughout  my  command,  and  I  feel  that  I  can 
scarcely  do  justice  to  his  services.  He  was 
always  in  the  moments  of  severest  conflict 
among  the  foremost  ranks,  reckless  and  indif- 
ferent to  danger.  Ardent,  active,  and  zealous, 
he  has  proven  himself  a  most  valuable  officer 
on  the  field  of  battle.  While  personally  direct- 
ing a  piece  of  artillery  in  the  fight  on  Mission- 
ary Ridge,  on  the  twentieth  of  September,  he 
was  severely  wounded  by  a  ball  that  crushed 
his  lower  jaw  and  carried  away  part  of  his 
tongue.  His  speedy  recovery  is,  however,  now 
hopefully  anticipated. 

To  my  Aid-de-Camp,  Captain  W.  T.  Blakemore, 
who  has  served  with  me  in  every  conflict  of  this 
army  as  well  as  at  Donelson,  and  always  with 
honor  and  ability,  I  am  indebted  for  much  valu- 
able service  on  the  field,  and  he  merits  more 
than  I  can  say  for  him  here. 

My  Brigade  Inspector,  Lieutenant 
Smith,  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Tennessee  xe^msnfc, 
and  my  acting  Aid-de^Camp,  Second  I&orcto\»iiV 


George  Marchbanks,  of  the  Confederate  Sfiv 
army,  gallantly  and  faithfully  labored  visa 
on  the  nineteenth  and  twentieth  of  Sept**; 
and  I  desire  to  acknowledge  my  oMjgatiafc 
them  for  the  zeal  and  intelligence  with  Yai 
they  performed  their  respective  duties. 

To  the  medical  staff  of  each  brigade  of  ai 
division  I  desire  to  tender  my  graterol  achat 
edgments  for  their  faithful  and  efficient* 
vices  in  taking  care  of  the  wounded. 

To  my  efficient  ordnance  officer,  iieranl 
James  B.  Lake,  I  feel  that  a  special  acboaa) 
ment  is  due  as  well  for  all  his  faithful  tenia 
past,  as  for  the  prompt  supplies  which  ba- 
nished my  whole  division  from  a  brigade  si 
nance  train,  and  yet,  at  the  close  of  the  bat»« 
exhibiting  greater  abundance  of  stores  on  W 
than  at  its  commencement 

In  conclusion,  it  will  be  observed  fata 
severcsts  conflicts  in  which  my  command  n 
engaged  on  the  field  of  Chickamauga,  occoni 
on  the  evening  of  the  nineteenth,  and  in  a 
morning  and  evening  of  the  twentieths* 
tember. 

On  the  evening  of  the  nineteenth,  njca 
mand  suffered  as  much  in  three  hours  as  dn| 
the  whole  day  of  the  twentieth  September. 

On  Sunday,  my  command  suffered  teyeaj 
until  the  enemy's  breastworks  were  carried  ■ 
the  morning,  and  again  during  the  contesth 
the  spur  of  Missionary  Ridge,  in  the  eveaat 
My  division  commenced  to  fight  in  th«  W 
line  on  the  nineteenth  of  Sep  tember,  and  foajl  | 
in  the  front  line  through  the  conflict  of  both  dff. 
and  at  the  close  was  far  in  advance  of  all  sa 
port,  as  it  was  also  at  different  times  durin|W 
latter  day. 

The  strength  of  my  command  and  the  make 
of  casualties  are  hereunto  appended.  Ttaia 
of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  in  Greggtai 
Johnson's  brigades  were  forwarded  on  ft 
twenty-ninth  of  September,  but  no  list  hat; 
been  furnished  by  McNair's  brigade,  ant  4 
aggregates  are  only  given  by  Colonel  Coaa 
who  commanded  this  brigade  after  General  1 
Nair  was  wounded. 

I  have  received  no  report  from  Brig&dier-C 
era!  E.  McNair  or  G: 


Everett's  battery  fired  four  hundred 
twenty-eight  rounds. 

Bledsoe's  battery  fired  one  hundred 
twenty-five  rounds. 
Culpeper's  battery  not  reported. 
Dent's  battery  not  reported,  aa  it  bekaj 
Hindman's  division,  though  it  fought  wftki 
from  about  one  p.  m.,  until  Bunaet 
September,  1863. 

I  forward  herewith  the  reports  of  1  

Everett  and  Wood,  commanding  battsrii 
tached  respectively  to  Johnson's  and  Gf 
brigades,  and  the  reports  of  Colonels  & 
Coleman,  and  Fulton,  commanding  1 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
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List  of  the  Killed,  Wounded,  and  Missing,  in  Johnson's  Division. 


BRXUDZSL 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

MJSBDfO. 

5 

3 

as 

1 

Remarks. 

Officer*. 

1 

£ 

o 

1 

Men. 

i 

O 

Men. 

3 

26 

28 

243 

13 

85 

367 

*  Aggregates  only  far- 

9 

100 

39 

435 

1 

17 

C07 

u tehed  iu  this  brigade. 

61 

336 

64 

451 

Xtepkort  of  Officers  and  Men  taken  into  action  on  the  nineteenth  and  twentieth  September,  1863. 


19th  September. 


10S 
134 
100 


761 
1.218 
lil07 


20th  Seitember. 


§ 


809  61 
1.352  j  95 
1,207    I  ! 

I  I 


495 
753 


ft 


556 
848 


*  Nut  furnish od  for 
20th. 


Ateregntc  infantry,  3,428. 


19th  September. 


84 

80 
81 


87 
£4 
84 


20th  September. 


Remarks. 


85        *  Not  furnished  for 
.  20th. 


Aggregate  artillery,  255. 

Report  of  brig. -gen.  gist,  commanding  division. 

Headquarters  Gist's  Brigade.  *) 
Near  Ciuttaxoogx,  Tejtn.,  October  14, 1863.  ) 

{Japtain  J.  B.  Gumming,  Assistant  Aajutant-Gen- 

eral: 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  participation  of  the  troops 
tinder  my  command  in  the  battle  of  Chickamauga 
on  Sunday,  the  twentieth  of  September  laat : 

Being  ordered  with  my  brigade — consisting 
of  the  Fourth  Georgia  volunteers.  Colonel  P.  H. 
Colquitt  commanding ;  the  Twenty-fourth  South 
Carolina  volunteers,  Colonel  C.  H.  Stevens  com- 
manding; the  Sixth  South  Carolina  volunteers, 
Colonel  James  McCullough  commanding;  the 
Eighth  Georgia  battalion  of  volunteers,  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel L.  Napier  commanding,  and  Fergu- 
son's light  battery,  Lieutenant  Beauregard  com- 
manding— to  Rome,  Georgia,  upon  detached 
service.  I  did  not  engage  in  the  affairs  of  the 
eighteenth  and  nineteenth  of  September,  with 
Vol.  X.—D00.  27 


the  other  troops  of  the  reserve  corps  of  Major- 
General  W.  H.  T.  Walker.  On  the  afternoon  of 
Thursday,  the  seventeenth  of  September,  I  re- 
ceived orders  from  the  Colonel  commanding  to 
report,  with  my  brigade,  at  Ringgold,  Georgia, 
and  was  further  informed  that  transportation  by 
rail  would  be  afforded  me.  I  left  Rome  the  next 
morning,  upon  the  arrival  of  the  trains,  with  the 
Twenty-fourth  South  Carolina  volunteers,  Eighth 
Georgia  battalion,  three  companies  of  the  Fourth 
Georgia  volunteers,  and  Fi»rguBon*s  battery, 
there  not  being  cars  sufficient  for  the  remainder 
of  the  command.  Upon  reaching  Kingston,  I 
urged  the  transportation  agent  to  send  forward 
additional  cars  for  that  portion  of  the  brigade 
still  at  Rome,  and  he  assured  me  that  ho  would 
do  so  promptly.  I  subsequently  telegraphed 
him  from  Ringgold  to  hasten  on  the  rest  of  the 
command.  The  result  tVvsct  tua  $>vxte*rcfi3b. 
South  Carolina  volunteer*  xirj  "^Werj  Sfck. 
not  join  me  until  the  moTt&u^  <A  ^Chfc 
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third  of  September,  three  days  after  the  battle. 
Upon  arriving  at  the  terminus  of  the  railroad, 
Catoosa  (wood  station),  on  the  morning  of  the 
nineteenth,  I  rode  forward  to  Ringgold  for 
orders  and  to  obtain  wagons  for  my  reserve  am- 
munition, my  own  train  being  left  with  the  di- 
vision upon  my  departure  for  Rome.  In  a  few 
hours  I  received  orders  from  the  General  com- 
manding to  guard  and  convoy  to  the  army  a 
large  ordnance  train  that  would  be  formed  and 
reported  to  me.  This  train  was  not  reported 
until  near  ten  o'clock  p.  m.  With  the  train  in 
charge,  having  procured  a  reliable  guide  in  the 
person  of  Dr.  Evans,  of  Ringgold,  I  reached 
Alexander's  Bridge,  at  which  point  I  was  di- 
rected to  cross  Chickamauga  Creek,  if  possible, 
about  sunrise  upon  the  morning  of  the  twentieth, 
after  a  most  fatiguing  march  during  the  entire 
night  I  reported  my  arrival  with  the  train  to 
army  headquarters,  and,  being  relieved  of  further 
charge  of  it,  was  directed  to  march  forward  to  a 
point  about  a  mile  distant  from  the  bridge  and 
there  await  further  orders.  After  remaining  at 
this  position  some  twenty  minutes,  I  was  order- 
ed, by  a  staff  officer  of  the  General  command- 
ing, to  move  forward,  reporting  to  Lieutenant- 
General  Polk,  and  join  Major-General  Walker^ 
corps,  being  at  the  same  time  placed  under  the 
guidance  of  a  staff  officer  of  General  Polk ;  he 
turned  over  the  direction  of  my  command  to  a 
second  officer  of  the  same  staff,  and  he  to  a 
third  officer.  With  considerable  difficulty,  and 
after  marching  for  some  time,  I  reached  the  di- 
vision to  which  I  was  attached.  Upon  report- 
ing my  command,  at  this  time  numbering  only 
nine  hundred  and  eighty,  aggregate,  I  was  or- 
dered by  Major-General  Walker  to  at  once  as- 
sume command  of  the  division,  consisting  of 
Brigadier-General  Ector's,  Colonel  Wilson's  and 
my  own  brigade — the  brigades  of  Ector  and 
Wilson  numbering  about  five  hundred  each, 
having  suffered  heavy  losses  in  the  engagement 
on  the  previous  day.  Lieutenant^General  D.  H. 
Hill  was  present  when  I  reported  to  Generals 
Polk  and  Walker,  and,  as  I  was  turning  off  to 
assume  command  of  the  division,  requested 
Major-General  Walker  to  send  a  brigade  to  the 
support  of  Major-General  Breckinridge's  divis- 
ion that  was  hotly  engaged  in  our  front  and 
upon  our  left  Major-General  Walker  indicated 
one  of  General  Liddell's  brigades  near  by.  Gen- 
eral Hill  asked  for  Gist's  brigade,  savin?  he  had 
heard  of  that  brigade.  General  Walker  re- 
marked that  Gist's  brigade  is  just  coming  up, 
and  directed  me  to  report  to  General  Hill.  I 
did  so ;  the  brigade  being  now  under  command 
of  Colonel  P.  H.  Colquitt,  of  the  Fourth  Geor- 

fia  volunteers,  he  at  once  reported  and  received 
is  instructions  from  General  Hill.  General 
Walker  then  directed  me  to  report  the  other 
two  brigades  also  to  General  Hill,  which  was 
promptly  done.  Colonel  Colquitt  having  his  in- 
structions from  General  Hill,  advanced  his  com- 
mand in  the  direction  indicated,  \*eAn£  caaxWoiv- 


General  Hill  to  foUow  up  and  support  ties' 
vance  of  the  first  brigade  with  the  bnpdgtf 
Ector  and  Wilson.  Colonel  Colquitt,  spa  4 
vancing  a  few  hundred  yards  in  the  wgosfc 
fore  him,  found  himself  in  the  presenoiofli 
enemy,  strongly  posted  and  massed  betoJj 
breastwork  of  logs,  the  troops  reported 
front  having  retired  before  the  ga%  fni 
the  enemy.  The  direction  taken  by  Colfi 
was  also  too  far  to  the  right,  and  the  left  repis! 
(Twenty-fourth  South  Carolina  Yolontenj^ 
came  directly  upon  the  enemy's  lino,  id 
were  so  disposed  by  a  salient  as  to  rake  lie • 
tire  front  of  the  brigade  as  it  came  final 
with  a  severe  and  destructive  eufilidafii 
The  brigade  could  not  have  changed  dirA 
as  the  position  of  the  enemy  was  not  tixmi 
by  Colonel  Colquitt  until  the  left  was  final 
short  distance  of  the  breastworks;  the  o(H 
however,  chauged  front  sufficiently  to  been 
directly  engaged.  Colonel  Colquitt  did  Ml* 
connoitre  the  position,  as  he  was  instructed 4i 
our  troops  were  in  his  front  The  enenrfiw 
poured  forth  a  most  destructive  and  «W*J 
fire  upon  the  entire  line,  and  though  it  was 
and  recoiled  under  the  shock,  yet  hythet» 
tions  of  the  gallant  Colquitt,  nobly  secoaWl 
Colonels  Stevens,  Capers,  and  other  hnvre  ■ 
true  officers,  order  was  promptly  restoiw,* 
for  some  twenty-five  minutes  the  terrific"* 
was  withstood  and  returned  with  martod** 
by  the  gallant  little  band. 

It  was  here  that  the  lamented  Cokpfo*  j 
mortally  wounded  whilst  cheering  onb»«* 
mand  ;  and,  in  quick  succession,  the  irow** 
Stevens  and  the  intrepid  Capers  ***** 
riously  wounded  and,  among  others 
serve  to  live  in  their  country's  memory,  fm 
up  their  life-blood.   One  third  of  the 
command  was  either  killed  or  wounded.  Ik 
ing  under  the  storm  of  bullets,  having  to* 
but  two  of  their  field  officers,  the  bngrift 
back,  fighting,  to  the  position  from  which' 
advanced.   The  brigade  of  Ector  and  W 

kept  up  their  fire  from  the  w  The 

my  did  not  venture  beyond  their  works,  i 
verely  had  they  suffered,  until  I  was  dii 
by  General  Hill  to  withdraw  my  men  tot) 
sition  they  occupied  before  advancing,  m 
form  my  whole  line  in  rear  of  the  w* 
some  few  hundred  yards  distant  from  tk 
my'8  position.  This  order  was  gallant 
tended  under  a  heavy  fire,  by  Captaia 
King,  my  Assistant  Adj  u tan trGenermL  Oi 
being  re-established,  we  remained  in  pi 
until  about  four  o'clock  p.  m.,  when  a  | 
advance  was  ordered. 

Major  A.  M.  Speer,  with  seven  compti 
the  Fourth  Georgia  volunteers,  having  cm 
my  own  brigade,  now  under  command  of 
tenant-Colonel  Napier,  was  increased  to 
one  thousand  four  hundred  men  and  offitt 


was  directed  by  Major-General  Walker  I 

 ,  0   W?1**  ^  advance  of  General  Liddeil s  dr 

ed  that  he  was  to  support  General  Breo\L\ig\d^A^ 
two  of  whose  brigades  was  reported  in  n\a  Vnv  \  vaHmeaa^  ^syjg&Afe-Ctt 

mediate  front   I  was  afterwards  directed     \  ^Y»^«^^*^\»»^WtBE| „ 
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orgia,  occupying  the  right  of  the 

to  avenge  their  beloved  Colonel, 
aiii  Cooper  and  other  true  officers 
it,  with  a  loud  cheer,  led  by  their 
harged  through  the  woods  before 

the  enemy  and  capturing  some 
».  The  remainder  of  the  brigade 
.ndsomely  the  advance  upon  the 
idling  the  Chattanooga  road,  the 
icmy  that  engaged  and  fired  upon 
xeneral  Liddell's  division  hatt  re- 
iv ;  and,  not  being  aware  of  any 

my  right,  I  at  once  halted  the 
;w  out  skirmishers  to  my  front 
right  flank,  and  sent  information 
i  to  Major-General  Walker.  The 
ueral  Ector  and  Colonel  Wilson  ad- 
iip  position  to  the  left  of  the  first 
it  encountering  any  serious  oppo- 
Bceiving  any  further  orders,  and 
early  upon  us,  we  bivouacked 
1  ot  victory.  General  Liddell, 
id  was  promptly  re-formed,  came 
•osition  on  my  right.  The  firing 
;heers  went  up  to  heaven,  and  the 

important  battle  of  the  war  was 
n. 

pectfully  refer  the  Major-General 
)  the  reports  of  Brigadier-General 
•nel  Wilson  for  particulars  in  re- 
•  respective  commands,  and  ac- 
indebtedness  to  them  forjudicious 
upport.  To  Major  B.  B.  Smith,  In- 
n  M.  P.  King,  Assistant  Adjutant- 
enant  L.  M.  Butler,  and  J.  C.  Hab- 
e-Camp,  of  my  staff,  I  am  under 
us  for  valuable  assistance  in  re- 
nands,  extending  orders  under 
d  other  efficient  service.  Major 
brigade  Quartermaster,  Captain  J. 
lg  Brigade  Commissary,  and  Lieu- 
Hunt,  acting  Brigade  Ordnance 
t  their  post  and  in  efficient  dis- 
r  respective  duties.  I  would  re- 
io  favorable  notice  of  the  Geueral 
he  distinguished  gallantry  of  Col- 
vens,  Twenty-fourth  South  Caro- 
s,  who,  besides  being  severely 
two  horses  killed  under  him. 
honor  to  enclose  a  report  of  the 
en  from  my  own  brigade,  repre- 
r  commanding  officers,  as  having 
jmselves  meritoriously  upon  the 

Be  my  report  without  expressing 
i  at  the  conduct  and  efficiency  of 
nd  my  admiration  for  the  brave 
rearing  of  the  men  of  the  division 
le  honor  to  command  in  the  bat- 
lauga.  Their  rolls  of  killed  and 
fy  to  the  place  which  they  occu- 
jture. 

tain,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 
8.  R.  Got, 

Brlg*dler-Geaenl  oomnuLDding.  ( 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  E.  C.  WALTHALL. 

H&ADQDAKTXKS  WaLTHALL'8  BRIGADE,  ) 

Kiur  Ceuttamxxu,  October  0,  1863.  J 

Captain  G.  A.  Williams,  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General  : 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  in 
what  concerns  my  own  command  : 

On  Friday,  the  eighteenth  September,  about 
ten  o'clock  p.  m.,  when  the  head  of  Major-Gen- 
eral Walker's  column  reached  a  point  about  a 
half  mile  from  Alexander's  Bridge,  I  was  ordered 
by  Brigadier-General  Liddell,  commanding  di- 
vision, to  form  line  of  battle,  with  the  left  of  my 
brigade  resting  on  the  road  leading  to  the  bridge, 
and  to  move  forward,  guiding  left,  and  keeping 
the  road  to  my  left  The  line  was  formed  almost 
at  right  angles  to  the  road,  the  right  slightly 
retired,  and  skirmishers,  covering  my  entire 
front,  were  thrown  forward  about  two  hundred 
yards. 

These  dispositions  made,  I  moved  forward 
through  a  dense  thicket,  and,  after  advancing 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  the  enemy's  skir- 
mishers were  encountered  in  front  of  my  left 
and  centre,  the  two  regiments  on  the  right, 
Twenty-fourth  Mississippi  regiment  (Lieutenant- 
Colonel  McKelvane)  and  Twenty-seventh  Missis- 
sippi regiment  (Colonel  Campbell),  meeting  no 
opposition,  except  in  front  of  the  two  com- 
panies on  the  left  of  the  Twenty-seventh  regi- 
ment The  road  on  which  my  left  rested  in  the 
beginning  of  the  movement  turns  to  the  right 
at  a  point  two  or  three  hundred  yards  from  the 
bridge,  forming  a  right  angle.  At  this  point 
the  Thirty-fourth  Mississippi  regiment,  Major 
Pegram  commanding,  and  Thirtieth  Mississippi 
regiment,  Colonel  Scales  commanding,  in  ad- 
vancing passed  across  the  road  into  an  open 
field,  and  the  Twenty-ninth  Mississippi  regi- 
ment, Colonel  Brantley,  the  centre  regiment  of 
my  command,  being  immediately  opposite  the 
bridge,  was  stubbornly  resisted  for  about  fifteen 
minutes ;  and,  in  the  meantime,  the  regiments 
to  the  left  of  this,  driving  the  skirmishers  of 
the  enemy  before  them,  swung  round  under  the 
enemy's  artillery  fire,  through  an  open  field, 
until  the  line  they  formed  was  nearly  at  right 
angles  to  that  formed  by  the  other  three  regi- 
ments, conforming  in  the  main  to  the  general 
direction  of  the  creek.  When  the  bridge  was 
gained  by  the  Twenty-ninth  Mississippi  regi- 
ment, it  was  done  under  a  heavy  fire  from  the 
enemy  posted  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  creek, 
which  along  my  lino  was  narrow,  but  deep, 
with  steep  banks  and  impassable.  The  bridge 
had  been  torn  up  by  the  enemy ;  but  this  fact, 
owing  to  the  density  of  the  undergrowth, 
could  not  be  ascertained  until  the  bank  of  the 
creek  was  occupied.  The  Thirty-fourth  and 
Thirtieth  Mississippi  regiments,  after  swinging 
to  the  right  as  above  mentioned  in  the  field, 
had  been  halted  by  their  commanders  and  the 
men  ordered  to  lie  dovm,\ke  WiW£^\iW\\^^\v 
appeared  in  their  front.  \  Mhstv  ^M^Xfck. 
skirmishers  of  these  te^VmwiVft^\^i\\^^»' 
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viously  ordered  to  be  pressed  forward,  to  be  re- 
caned,  and  the  regiments  to  move  by  the  right 
flank  until  they  closed  up  an  interval  between 
the  Thirtieth  and  Twenty-ninth,  near  the  angle 
in  the  line.  Fowler's  battery  of  my  brigade, 
during  the  engagement,  was  put  in  position  by 
the  Brigadier-General  commanding,  on  an  emi- 
nence to  the  left  of  my  line,  to  operate  on  a  bat- 
tery of  the  enemy  which  had  been  shelling  my 
line,  but  tho  enemy  withdrew  his  pieces  whilo 
Captain  Fowler  was  getting  in  position,  and,  in 
the  meantime,  the  bridge  was  taken.  In  this 
action  the  Twenty-ninth  Mississippi  lost  heavily, 
and  in  the  Thirty-fourth  an  officer  and  twenty- 
four  enlisted  men  were  wounded.  Tho  Twenty- 
fourth  sustained  no  loss,  and  Twenty-seventh 
and  Thirtieth  but  slight.  When  the  condition 
of  the  bridge  was  reported  to  Major-General 
Walker,  he  directed  mo  to  move  my  command 
by  the  right  flank,  under  the  direction  of  a  guide 
furnished  me,  towards  Byron's  Ford,  about  one 
mile  below  Alexander's  Bridge,  where  my  com- 
mand, followed  by  the  rest  of  Major-General 
Walker's  corps,  crossed,  without  opposition, 
and  moved  about  a  mile  towards  Lee  and  Gor- 
don's Mill,  on  the  Vinyard  road.  Night,  in  the 
meantime,  coming  on,  I  halted,  under  orders 
from  the  Brigadier-General  commanding,  and  the 
next  morning,  soon  after  daylight,  I  moved  out, 
left  in  front,  following  Colonel  Govan's  brigade. 
Tho  column  had  not  moved  more  than  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  when  it  was  halted,  and 
rested  on  tho  road  side  until  about  eleven 
o'clock,  when  I  received  orders  from  tho  Brig- 
adier-General commanding  to  advance  in  line  of 
battle.  After  moving  forward  two  or  three  hun- 
dred yards,  he  directed  me  to  move  by  tho  right 
flank,  and,  when  my  right  was  nearly  opposite  an 
old  shop  near  the  road,  to  halt,  and  front,  and  ad- 
vance in  line  of  battle.  Just  hero  a  staff  officer 
from  Major-General  Walker  came  to  me  with 
orders  to  move  rapidly  forward,  as  Ector's  and 
Wilson  s  brigades  were  badly  cut  up  and  largely 
outnumbered  by  the  enemy.  Soon  the  General 
came  in  person,  and,  meeting  me  with  my  com- 
mand, gave  me  instructions  as  to  directions, 
localities,  &c.  With  Colonel  Govan's  brigade 
on  my  left,  I  moved  rapidly  forward  and  en- 
countered tho  enemy  (before  I  had  advanced 
five  hundred  yards)  in  strong  force.  The  firing 
indicated  that  the  two  brigades  had  met  the 
enemy  along  tho  whole  line  of  both  at  the  same 
time.  After  moving  forward  a  hundred  yards, 
or  so,  my  line  was  checked  for  a  moment"  bv  a 
heavy  artillery  and  musketry  fire,  but,  when 
ordered  to  advance,  the  whole  Kne  moved 
promptly  forward  with  a  shout,  breaking  the 
hrst  ana  then  the  second  line  of  tho  enemy, 
passing  over  two  full  batteries  and  capturing 
four  hundred  and  eleven  prisoners,  of  whom 
twenty-three  were  commissioned  officers.  The 
prisoners,  in  the  main,  claimed  to  be  from  the 
First,  Second,  Third,  Fourth,  and  Sixteenth 
United  States  infantry,  and  from  Company 


it:- 


the  artillery  horses  attached  to  tbe 
over  which  we  passed,  having  ben  osr 
killed  or  wounded,  it  was  impoeaty  iffc 
time,  to  retire  the  pieces  as  they  were  pmi 
LientenantrColonel  Reynolds,  field  officer  tffc 
day,  with  a  detail  from  the  Thirtr-fooft  Jfc 
sissippi  regiment,  removed  one  PunM  to  I 
the  rear,  which  was  delivered  to  Major  nm, 
Chief  of  Artillery  on  Major-Genem  Witt 
staff. 

After  passing  beyond  the  second  Hue  rf  it 
enemy  I  ascertained  that  be  wu  tanag  sj 
right  flank,  and,  while  making  a  difpnttoif 
my  right  regiment  in  the  effort  to  pwwal  % 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Reynolds,  who  had beasS 
to  the  left  of  the  line  to  observe  the  opentisji 
there,  reported  to  me  that  the  enemy 
ready  upon  the  flank  of  my  left  repsst 
Moving  towards  the  left  I  discovered  a  jaws' 
artillery  being  put  in  position,  opposite,  si 
within  three  hundred  yards  of  the  left  rf  a; 
line,  which  was  already  turned.  I  withdraw 
command  at  once,  the  engagement  having  sis 
about  one  hour.  The  enemy  did  not  pssj 
and  I  took  my  position,  under  orders  fasti 
Brigadier-General  commanding,  to  the  rid" 
the  position  from  which  Major-Geneol» 
ham's  command  just  then  advanced. 

In  this  engagement  my  command  ssl 
heavily.    Lieutenan-Colonel  McKelvan^  c* 
manding  Twenty-fourth  Mississippi  wfl** 
and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Morgan,  of  the  TOE; 
ninth   Mississippi   regiment,  were  aettrij 
wounded.    Lieutenant-Colonel  McKelvatt* 
mained  in  command  of  his  regiment  (alta* 
was  wounded)  till  the  engagement  was  over-  » 
the  course  of  two  hours  from  this  time,  K*ei 
immaterial  changes  having,  in  the  meauus*. 
been  made  in  my  position,  Lieutenant-Gens* 
Polk  directed  me  to  move  by  the  right  tlatVi 
extension  of  Major-General  Cheatham's  line,  tak- 
ing my  position  on  the  right  of  Brieadier&fr 
eral  Jackson.   This  was  done  under  fheeneon 
fire,  whose  purpose  seemed  to  be  to  turn  (Jet 
eral  Cheatham's  right  flank.    Colonel  Govani 
brigade  took  position  on  my  right,  wheremx* 
the  Brigadier-General  commanding  ordered  his 
line  to  advance.   My  command  moved  forward 
some  three  or  four  hundred  yards,  the  enemy 
contesting  the  ground,  but  falling  back  until  a* 
crest  of  a  ridge  in  front  of  me  had  been  gained. 
Hero  the  enemy,  strongly  posted,  delivered  a 
very  heavy  fire  of  artillery  and  small  arms;  nVe 
advance  was  checked,  and  in  the  course  of  ten 
or  fifteen  minutes  my  line  was  forced  to  retire 
to  its  original  position  on  Brigadier-General 
Jackson's  right,  and  I  was  directed  by  the  Bri- 
gadier-General commanding  to  remain  there 
until  further  orders.   Four  guns  of  Fowlert 
battery  were  posted,  during  this  last  moveneni 
in  rear  of  Liddell's  division,  and  opened  fire  oq 
a  battery  of  the  enemy  which  was  shelling  the 
troops  on  the  left,  and  silenced  it  in  a  few  min- 
utes.  One  section  under  Lieutenant  Fhebuu  in 


Fifth  artillery,  and  one  First  lAeutou&ut  iTom\^^\\fcTB^\ft\^^  ^Vscs^da  when  it  moved 
Fourth  Indiana  battery.   A  large  proportion  oi\  to  Q^^ew^  ^tas»J&sn£%  t\sX^mm^\^ 
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nd  being  mistaken  for  mine, 
of  my  line,  and  was  put  in 
t  where  the  infantry  support- 
to  fall  back  before  a  superior 
iy,  after  a  short  engagement 
one  piece  were  killed,  and  all 
ler  either  killed  or  wounded, 
t,  but  afterwards  recaptured ; 
>ught  off.  The  loss  in  killed 
lis  section  was  heavy,  and  the 
apreat  effect. 

nent  on  Saturday  afternoon 
•mmanding  the  Thirty-fourth 
ent,  and  Major  Staples,  com- 
enty-fourth  Mississippi  regi- 
Tely  wounded,  and  Captain 
Daptaiu  of  the  latter,  having 
iinded,  the  command  of  that 
I  on  Captain  Toomer  till  the 
en  Captain  Smith  reported  for 
command.  The  command  of 
regiment  devolved  on  Captain 
Pegram  was  wounded.  When 
ported  that  one  of  the  pieces 
Phelan  had  been  lost  on  my 
the  meantime  having  fallen 
g  having  ceased,  the  Twenty- 
regiment,  under  command  of 
was  sent  to  the  right,  under 
LieutenanlrColonel  Reynolds, 
day,  to  a  point  opposite  where 
by  Lieutenant  Phelan  to  have 
enemy,  and  moved  forward, 
nemy's  skirmishers,  till  it  was 
he  enemy,  who  had  retired 
he  occupied  when  the  gun 
noved  the  gun  before  falling 
mt  was  then  ordered  back  to 
i  in  line. 

r  on  Sunday  morning  my  com- 
by  the  left  flank,  by  order  of 
jral  commanding,  to  the  rear 
Cheatham's  line  and  then  tack, 
vhere  it  had  spent  the  night, 
ance  of  about  a  mile  and  a-nalf 
Major-Geueral  Breckinridge's 
red,  and  halted  about  three- 

from  the  Chattanooga  road. 
)ck,  and  after  one  or  two  un- 

of  position,  LienteuankGen- 
me  to  move  to  the  left,  to  a 
ated  by  Major  Ratchford,  of 
1  Hill's  staff,  to  the  support  of 

Polk.  I  moved  by  the  left 
indicated  by  Major  Ratchford, 

me,  and  advanced  my  line 

from  the  enemy,  which  corn- 
got  into  position.  I  pressed 
ree  hundred  yards  under  this 
under-growth,  until  the  enemy 
left  flank  from  the  angle  of  his 

opposite.  About  the  same 
on—afterwards  shown  to  be 

Sroduced  by  stragglers,  and 
icer,  falling  back  from  some 
'my  immediate  front,  that  the 


right  of  my  line  had  fired  into  our  own  friends ; 
so  dense  was  the  thicket  that  it  was  impossible 
to  ascertain,  at  the  moment,  the  exact  position 
of  any  line,  nor  was  I  able  to  find  Brigadier- 
General  Polk's  command.  My  left  having  been 
driven  back,  I  ordered  the  right  to  cease  firing 
and  retired  it,  and  re-formed  my  line  under  cover 
of  the  hill,  and  reported  the  fact  to  Lieutenant- 
General  Hill,  who  directed  me  to  hold  the  posi- 
tion which  I  occupied,  guarding  well  my  left ; 
my  right  and  centre  being  then  covered  by 
another  command,  which  had  fallen  back,  and 
was  re-forming  very  near  me.  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Reynolds,  of  the  Thirtieth  Mississippi 
regiment,  whom  but  a  short  time  before  I  had 
assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Thirty-fourth 
Mississippi  regiment,  fell,  mortally  wounded,  at 
his  post  of  duty,  just  before  the  left  of  my  line 
gave  way  under  a  flank  fire,  as  above  stated, 
and  died  soon  afterwards.  No  braver  man  or 
better  soldier  fell  upon  the  field  of  Chickamauga 
than  this  faithful  and  accomplished  officer,  whose 
loss  is  deeply  deplored  throughout  this  com- 
mand. In  his  death  the  service  sustains  a  heavy 
loss.  Major  Johnson,  of  the  Thirtieth  Mississippi 
regiment,  was  wounded  about  the  same  time, 
but,  his  wound  being  slight,  he  did  not  quit  the 
field. 

In  a  short  time  after  ray  line  was  re-formed,  I 
was  ordered  by  the  Brigadier-General  command- 
ing to  move  my  command  by  the  right  flank 
some  four  hundred  yards,  and  forward  about  half 
that  distance,  and  await  orders.  The  right  of  my 
brigade  rested  in  a  field,  near  a  fence,  and  the 
centre  and  left  in  the  woods,  just  in  rear  of  a 
little  prairie.  In  this  position,  with  my  battery 
posted  near  the  centre  of  my  line,  and  Govan  s 
brigade  on  my  left,  I  remained  until  about  five 
o'clock,  when  I  received  orders  from  the  Briga-  v 
dier-General  commanding  that  the  line  would 
advance,  and  to  move  my  command  forward, 
guiding  left  I  put  it  in  motion,  my  brigade 
being  then  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  line,  and 
met  no  opposition  even  from  the  enemy's  skir- 
mishers until  I  was  in  sight  of  the  Chattanooga 
road,  near  McDonald's  house.  Here  the  skir- 
mishers, firing  from  behind  the  house  and  the 
out-houses  of  the  settlement,  resisted  my  advance 
for  a  moment,  but  soon  most  of  them  fled,  a  few 
surrendering.  I  moved  across  the  road  and  into 
the  open  field  beyond,  and  was  ordered  by  the 
Brigadier-General  commanding  to  halt  about  two 
hundred  yards  from  the  road,  and  let  the  men  lie 
down  till  he  could  put  the  batteries  of  his 
division  on  my  right ;  and  to  this  he  gave  his 
personal  attention.  While  my  line  was  advanc- 
ing unopposed,  a  continuous  fire  was  heard  to 
my  left,  and  most  of  it  seemed  to  be  on  the  left 
of  Go  van's  brigade,  and  as  the  division  advanced 
this  firing  was  continued  to  its  left  and  rear.  In 
the  field  in  which  my  line  was  halted,  Govan's 
brigade  also  halted,  in  extension  of  my  line. 
Skirmishers  were  kept  two  or  three  hundred 
yards  in  front  The  order  to  lie  down  had 
scarcely  been  given  «nd  ei&cvtij^ 
whole  line  waa  enfiladed.  fr<m  ^tare* 
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ono  on  the  hill  in  the  neighborhood  of  Cloud's 
house ;  another  within  three  hundred  yards  of 
the  right  of  iny  line,  concealed  in  a  clump  of 
bushes  (both  these  on  the  right):  and  ono  to  the 
left  of  Govan,  near  the  Chattanooga  road.  Some 
of  our  pieces  were  turned  upon  the  batteries  to 
the  rignt,  and  used  to  the  best  advantage  under 
the  circumstances,  but  neither  was  silenced. 
After  enduring  a  very  heavy  lire  for  ten  or  fifteen 
minutes  from  these  thr6e  batteries,  with  no  enemy 
to  be  seen  in  front,  the  brigade  to  ray  left  gave 
way,  and  my  own  soon  followed,  falling  back  in 
confusion  under  a  furious  cannonade.  The  ene- 
my, from  the  woods  to  the  right,  soou  appeared 
and  occupied  the  road  in  time  to  cut  off  and  cap- 
ture most  of  the  skirmishers,  with  several  of 
their  officers,  who  covered  my  front  in  the  field. 
Colonel  J.  J.  Scales,  commanding  Thirtieth 
Mississippi  regiment,  was  captured  here,  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Jones,  Twenty-seventh  Mis- 
sissippi regiment,  then  acting  as  field  officer  of 
the  aay,  was  wounded.  He,  however;  returned 
to  duty  next  morning.  With  the  tlireo  remain- 
ing field  officers  (and  one  of  them  slightly 
wounded,  but  still  on  duty)  out  of  the  ten  with 
whom  I  had  gone  into  action  on  Saturday  morn- 
ing, my  broken  line  was  promptly  re-formed 
and  moved  forward.  The  enemy  had  withdrawn 
before  I  again  reached  the  Chattanooga  road, 
and  I  was  ordered  by  the  Brigadier-General 
commanding,  soon  after,  to  take  position  in  a 
field  to  the  right  of  Govan 's  brigade,  which  was 
posted  near  McDonald's  house  and  east  of  the 
Chattanooga  read,  and  to  construct  such  tem- 
porary protections  for  the  men  as  could  be  made 
of  rails,  etc.,  in  front  of  my  lines.  J ust  after  I  got 
into  the  field  with  my  command,  I  was  directed 
by  the  Brigadier-General  commanding  to  move 
it  back  into  the  woods,  in  rear  of  Colonel  Govan ; 
two  shells,  to  which  the  enemy  replied  from  a 
battery  in  front,  having  been  thrown  directly 
over  my  lino  from  some  battery  in  my  rear,  the 
first  one  exploding  just  over  the  Twenty-fourth 
Mississippi  regiment  and  severely  wounding  a 
man  of  that  command. 

The  next  day  the  whole  corps  moved  toward 
Chattanooga  by  the  main  road,  it  having  been 
ascertained  that  the  enemy  had  retired  during 
the  night.  In  this  battle,  out  of  ten  field  officers, 
one  hundred  and  thirty-four  company  officers, 
and  sixteen  hundred  and  eighty-three  enlisted 
men,  which  I  carried  in,  I  lost  seven  hundred 
and  five,  of  whom  sixty-nine  were  killed  and 
twelve  have  since  died  from  their  wounds.  A 
full  report  of  casualties  is  herewith  submitted. 

To  all  of  my  regimental  commanders,  and  to 
Captain  Fowler,  of  Fowler's  battery,  I  am  in- 
debted for  their  cordial  support,  and  a  gallant, 
faithful,  and  skilful  discharge  of  duty  at  all  times 
during  the  battle,  as  I  am  to  the  officers  and  men 
of  their  commands,  for  the  coolness,  daring  and 
persistence  (except  in  a  very  few  instances) 
which  marked  their  action  throughout  all  the  en- 
gagements. For  individual  instances  of  gallantry, 
etc,  for  a  more  perfect  understanding  ol  fo- 
taih,  I  respectfully  refer  to  the  teporte  oi  i^v 
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mental  and  battery  commanders,  hmwtii  4 
mitted.   To  the  several  member*  of  mtf  { 
my  thanks  are  due  for  the  valuable  af  I» 
ceived  at  their  hands,  by  means  of  their  psjf 
attention  to  all  their  duties,  and  (bar  pfc 
bearing  under  all  circumstances. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  seraa, 
E.  C.  WiiiEiu, 

TTil£  T't  — n "I nl  i  iw  ihj 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  A  K.  X15KUB 

Headquarters  Maxkucij'b  Brkjai*,  Hmiis'f  towA 
Folk's  Cows,  Abut  or  tana.  } 
Missionary  Ridge,  TcQ^Octota&.ttftj 

Major  J.  P.  Wilson,  Assistant  Ajj&A 
eral: 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  $kfi 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  brinde  kk 
late  battle  of  Chickamauga  andonthetwlf 
preceding  it : 

On  the  morning  of  the  eighteenth  8eptaAf 
(having  left  our  encapment  near  Liby««fc 
previous  evening),  when  about  a  wk  ail 
half  from  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill,  on  Gsk 
mauga  Creek — the  enemy  opening  upca  « 
column  whilst  on  the  march,  from  abstiaj* 
the  opposite  side — we  were  ordered  to  fail 
line  of  battle  fronting  the  enemy's  pt*itw«i;iii& 
threw  my  command,  the  right  resting  osfe 
road,  obliquely  across  an  open  field,  onr  fa* 
being  covered  by  skirmishers  deployed  fat 
each  regiment  under  the  command  of  Jbp 
Butler,  of  the  Twenty-eighth  Alabama  regis* 
Here  the  men  were  ordered  to  lie  dovn,  a 
order  to  avoid  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  arfllflj. 
which  had  begun  to  open  upon  our  lines,  <asv 
ing  a  loss  of  six  men  in  the  Tenth  and  Six- 
teenth South  Carolina  regiments.   This  pods* 
was  afterwards  changed,  in  order  to  bring « 
right  nearer  to  General  Dcas'  left,  whose  sri- 
gade  extended  beyond  me  to  the  right  Kt» 
acking  near  the  road  that  night,  we  again  oca- 
pied -a  position  near  the  same  place,  bat  vft 
the  lines  advanced  and  the  left  thrown  forward 
some  three  or  four  hundred  yards  on  the  fal- 
lowing morning,  the  enemy's  artillery  occasiro- 
ally  throwing  a  few  shots  in  our  neighborhood, 
but  without  effect.   Our  skirmishers  kept  vp 
a  steady  fire  with  those  of  the  enemy  oppos- 
ing them,  suffering  a  small  loss  on  their  own 
part 

Iu  the  afternoon  of  this  day  (September  nine' 
tcenth)  we  received  orders,  through  the  division 
commander,  to  move  with  the  division  to  join 
the  main  body  of  the  army,  a  portion  of  which 
had  become  engaged,  the  battle  having  con- 
menccd.  Moving  by  the  right  flank,  and  fol- 
lowing the  brigaao  of  General  Dean,  we  crossed 
the  Chickanwuga  at  Hunt's  Ford,  wading  to 
the  west  bank.  Continuing  to  move  on  for  a 
distance  of  about  two  miles,  we  arrived  upon 
the  ground  in  the  neighborhood  of  which 
Hood's  division  had  been  engaged  during  the 
afternoon.  It  was  understood  that  we  were  tn  svp- 
tov&vML.  The  brigade  was  then  form- 
ed.        ,  ^wtffci  ^oaX     ^»t£9Bfek^fasv«$ii  the 
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,  and  Anderson's  as  a  support,  a  few  hun- 
l  yards  in  rear— our  lino  facing  directly  west 
tub  now  after  sunset,  when  the  order  to 
re  forward  was  received,  and  we  advanced, 
cirtesajng  to  the  right,  sonic  four  or  live  hun- 
&r*i<l  vards,  moving  forward  slowly  and  with 
difficulty,  owing  to  the  dense  growth  through 
wliicli  we  had  to  pass.  Skirmishers  were 
^^own  to  the  front,  the  line  having  been  halted. 
mmjF^1^  skirmishers  and  the  left  companies  of  the 
Airtyv-fourth  Alabama  regiment,  on  the  extreme 
™*  tlxo  brigade,  a  short  time  after  nigl it-fall 
ttwico)  became  engaged  with  a  force  of  the 
^®^>J,  believed  to  be  a  reconnoitring  party, 
SL^T  tua*  regiment  lost  some  twelve  or  thir- 

^Xieri  killed  and  wounded,  but  in  each  in- 
^?c^  inflicting  a  severe  loss  upon  the  enemy 
c***ivinp  them  back.  Falling  back  from  the 
U^.^?  position,  by  order  of  the  division  com- 
S^^r,  about  nine  o'clock  that  night  we  re- 
the  line  of  battle,  a  portion  of  the  brigade 
^JJJjjHg  the  space  between  the  left  of  Hood's  di- 
^JJ^U  and  the  right  of  Major-General  Buckncr's 


\wvT*>  the  moniing  of  the  twentieth  of  Septem- 
(Sunday),  at  an  early  hour,  our  final  hne  of 
^J^We  was  complete — the  brigade  being  in  the 
^*>ntline.  General  Deas,  with  his  brigade,  being 
•Jjl  mv  right,  and  my  left  resting  on  Colonel 
"^ggrs  brigade,  of  Preston's  division,  Buckner's 
^orpe.  My  instructions  were  to  move  forward 
Vhen  the  brigade  right  moved — the  attack 
commencing  on  the  rig*. ,  of  the  army — the  move- 
ment being  taken  up  successively  by  each  divia- 
ion  and  brigade  towards  the  left,  and  I  was  also 
informed  that  the  troops  on  my  left  would  move 
forward  in  like  maimer.  At  about  half-past 
eleven  a.  m.  (tho  action  having  commenced  on 
the  right  at  about  ton  o'clock),  General  Dean' 
brigade  began  its  forward  movement,  and  my 
own  was  given  the  order  to  advance.  The  guide 
being  to  the  right,  in  order  to  preserve  a  con- 
tinuous line  (as  much  as  possible)  with  that  por- 
tion of  the  division  on  the  right,  tho  men  were 
obliged  to  move  forward  at  a  very  rapid  pace. 
Skirmishers,  covering  the  entire  front,  preceded 
our  advance  at  a  distance  of  from  one  hundred 
to  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards.  The  brigade 
moved  steadily  on  for  a  distance  of  some  six  or 
seven  hundred  yards  before  meeting  with  any 
opposition,  when  we  found  the  enemy  in  our 
front,  posted  near  the  crest  of  a  hill,  a  gradual 
ascent  leading  to  it ;  and  behind  breastworks  of 
logs  and  timber  their  infantry  lay,  opening  upon 
the  command  a  heavy  fire  at  short  range  from 
their  positions  of  fancied  security.  At  this 
point  the  Tenth  and  Nineteenth  South  Carolina 
regiments  were  partially  in  a  wood ;  the  Twenty- 
fourth  Alabama  regiment  was  exposed  in  an  open 
field  in  front  of  them,  and  in  the  centre  of  which 
was  planted  a  Federal  battery ;  several  pieces 
of  artillery  also  being  in  the  wood  on  our  right. 
Waters'  battery,  which  had  followed  in  rear  of 
the  brigade,  occupied  our  centre,  the  Twenty- 
eighth  Alabama  regiment  on  the  left  of  it,  its 
right  being  on  the  west  edge  of  the  some  field 


and  extending  into  a  wood  beyond,  and  tho 
Thirty-fourth  Alabama  regiment  to  the  left  of 
this  wood,  also  in  an  open  field,  with  thick 
woods  in  their  front  The  entire  line  now  be- 
came hotly  engaged,  the  Tenth  and  Nineteenth 
South  Carolina  and  the  Twenty-fourth  Alabama 
regiments  advancing  to  within  eighty  vards  of 
the  enemy's  breastworks,  receiving  and  giving 
a  heavy  fire.  Here  they  were  checked  and, 
from  the  severity  of  the  fire,  thrown  into  some 
confusion,  not  so  much  from  tho  fire  in  their 
front  as  from  a  heavy  enfilade  fire  from  the  ene- 
my on  their  left,  which  caused  a  heavy  loss,  but 
they  almost  immediately  advanced  again  and 
drove  the  enemy  from  his  works,  capturing 
many  prisoners  and  three  pieces  of  artillery. 
The  Twenty-eighth  and  Thirty-fourth  Alabama 
regiments  moved  steadily  forward,  also  receiv- 
ing a  heavy  fire,  and  drove  the  enemy  from  the 
works  in  their  front.  Finding  myself  at  this 
time  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  army,  the  forces 
on  my  left,  which,  when  in  line  of  battle,  1  had 
been  told  would  advance  simultaneously  with 
me,  had  not  done  so  (the  information  which  I 
had  received  being,  I  suppose,  incorrect),  and 
that  my  left  flank  was  overlapped,  as  far  as  could 
be  seen,  by  several  regiments  of  the  enemy's  in- 
fantry, and  not  knowing  how  heavy  the  enemy's 
force  was  in  this  direction — my  three  right  regi- 
ments being  thrown  in  much  confusion,  and  a 
large  force  of  the  enemy  advancing  through  the 
field  on  rny  centre  to  recover  their  lost  ground 
and  three  pieces  of  artillery  which  had  been  cap- 
tured by  tho  Nineteenth  South  Carolina,  which, 
however,  the  enemy  did  not  succeed  in  doing — 
I  ordered  the  brigade  to  fall  back  about  three 
hundred  yards,  across  the  Chattanooga  and  La- 
fayette road.  In  this  movement  tho  two  left 
regiments,  the  Twenty-eighth  and  Thirty-fourth 
Alabama,  fell  back  with  an  unbroken  front.  In 
retiring  the  battery,  the  pole  of  the  limber  of  a 
piece  having  been  broken,  the  piece  was  for 
a  time  abandoned.  Ilowever,  Colonel  Heid, 
commanding  Twenty-eighth  Alabama  regiment, 
moved  his  regiment  forward,  deploying  two 
companies  as  skirmishers,  and  succeeded  in  re- 
covering it, 

Just  after- having  given  the  order  for  tho  re- 
tirement of  the  brigade,  General  Anderson's 
command  oi  Mississippians,  the  reserve  of  the 
division,  came  gallantly  forward  and  swept  by 
me,  Iub  left  regiment  covering  some  four  or  five 
companies  of  my  right  regiment.  Tho  Tenth 
South  Carolina,  Colonel  Presslcy  commanding, 
the  Sixteenth  and  Nineteenth  South  Carolina, 
with  several  companies,  there  joined  him,  and 
continued  to  move  forward.  Previous  to  the 
advance  of  General  Anderson,  I  had  sent  to 
General  Buckner  to  request  that  the  brigade 
which  had  been  on  my  left  whilst  in  line  (Trigg's 
brigade)  should  be  sent  forward  to  my  support 
They  soon  made  their  appearance,  but  the  enemy 
had  fallen  back,  owing  to  the  advance  of  Gen- 
erals Deas  and  Anderson,  and  others  on  my 
right;  they  apprehending,  v\v  ^yqWV&v^ 
that  they  themselves  "nwxVI      cmX.  vSL^v«wfiD% 
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also  that  reinforcements  were  coming  to  my  as- 
sistance. 

The  line  having  been  re-formed,  the  brigade 
was  then  moved  forward  and  was  placed,  by 
order  of  General  Hindman,  on  the  rignt  of  Gen- 
eral Deas*  brigade,  then  occupying  a  portion  of 
a  ridge  west  of  the  road  known  as  the  RoBsville 
road.  Here  we  remained  but  a  short  time,  when 
orders  were  received  from  the  same  source  to 
report  to  General  Bushrod  Johnson,  whose  com- 
mand was  then  heavily  pressed,  on  a  succession 
of  ridges  which  lay  east  of  our  present  position, 
about  half  a  mile  to  our  right,  and  to  the  east  of 
the  RoBsville  road.  The  command  was  imme- 
diately moved  and  formed  on  the  summit  of  one 
of  the  ridges  before  alluded  to,  the  line  being  at 
right  angles  with  that  occupied  in  the  morning 
and  running  east  and  west  My  right  covered 
the  battery  of  Captain  Dent,  which  we  found, 
to  move  to  the  support  of  General  Johnson, 
already  in  position ;  the  centre  rested  in  a  gorge 
between  the  ridge  on  which  the  battery  stood 
and  the  left,  which  crowned  a  second  ridge; 
having  the  brigade  of  General  Deas  on  the  left, 
the  right  of  his  brigade,  however,  covering  six 
companies  of  tho  Thirty-fourth  Alabama  regi- 
ment Skirmishers  having  been  thrown'  for- 
ward, immediately  developed  the  enemy  not 
more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred 
yards  in  our  front,  witli  a  battery  in  position. 

About  half  past  three  o'clock,  having  received 
orders  from  General  Bushrod  Johnson,  under 
whose  supervision  the  movement  was  to  be 
made,  to  swing  my  line  round,  making  a  right- 
half  wheel,  which  wheel  was  to  be  continued 
if  practicable,  in  order  to  envelop  the  enemy  in 
our  front  and  drive  him  back  upon  the  centre 
of  our  lines,  General  Deas  on  my  left  to  com- 
mence tho  movement,  and  each  successive  bri- 
gade to  conform  to  the  wheel,  keeping  the 
touch  of  the  right  and  dressing  to  the  left,  the 
troops  were  set  in  motion,  and  here  commenced 
one  of  the  most  desperate  contests  of  the  day. 
The  movement  was  scarce  begun  ere  the  entire 
line  became  engaged,  and  a  deadly  fire  of  mus- 
ketry and  canister  was  opened  upou  it  at  short 
range.  Tho  line  for  a  short  time  was  thrown  in 
much  confusion,  but  was  quickly  rallied  and 
again  advanced ;  again  and  again  were  they 
driven  back,  but  as  promptly  rallied  and  moved 
forward  again,  at  each  advance  driving  the  ene- 
my still  further  from  their  original  position. 
Nothing  but  the  determined  valor  of  our  sol- 
diers could  have  withstood  the  withering  volleys 
poured  into  them  by  the  enemy,  who  at  this 
point  certainly  fought  with  great  obstinacy. 

The  field  and  company  officers  were,  as  a  gen- 
eral rule,  conspicuous  for  their  good  conduct, 
urging  and  cheering  on  the  men,  and  themselves 
setting  an  example  to  which  their  men  nobly 
responded.  After  a  contest  of  nearly  three 
hours,  victory  crowned  their  efforts,  and  the  foe 
were  baffled  and  beaten  and  many  taken  prison- 
ers. Owing  to  the  exposed  position  of  the 
Thirty-fourth  Alabama  regiment,  and  to  tYve  fa& 
that  a  largo  number  of  the  enemy  «ti&ieixrox&& 


on  our  left,  this  regiment  could  nenergetis^ 
and  was,  together  with  a  hm  tmbtdm 
from  tho  other  regiments  of  the  brigafcUl 
in  hand  to  prevent  any  demonstnfa  t*ti 
enemy  on  our  flank. 

It  was  after  sunset  when  the  friagoas*, 
and  night  ended  the  contest  Tbemn,a» 
pletely  exhausted  by  their  long  ocotiBMie} 
forts,  had  the  proud  satisfaction  of  bowoffat 
they  had  been  victorious  in  every  pert  of  si 
field,  and  that  their  efforts  hadcontritatods 
small  share  to  the  earning  of  toie  great  ridfjL 
I  would  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  Mi" 
killed  and  wounded  already  handed  in.  fi 
have  to  deplore  the  loss  of  many  brroolBB 
and  men  who  fell  on  that  bloody  fieHL  At  hi 
of  no  one  will  be  felt  more  keenly  flautists' 
Captain  D.  £.  Hueer,  Assistant  ImMdorite 
end  of  my  staff,  who  fell  about  ihtlf  ta*W 
fore  sunset,  pierced  through  the  heart  by  *Bh 
ball,  and  expired  immediately.  Eanwt  si 
zealous  in  the  discharge  of  his  dnty,fett 
made  himself  respected  and  beloved  into** 
mand  by  his  gentle,  manly  manners,  his  iss> 
tialand  consistent  discharge  of  the  fafmi 
his  department,  and  by  his  great  courage,  csi 
ncss,  and  judgment  in  action.  The  Tvstfr 
fourth  Alabama  also  lost  one  of  its  mostef&si 
officers,  Captain  O'Brien,  a  gentleman  of  acc» 
plished  mind,  a  brave  and  gallant  officer, 
tain  Chamberlain  and  Lieutenant  Cooper,  of  4* 
same  regiment,  were  severely  wounded.  ioi 
their  valuable  services  will  be  for  a  long  period 
lost  to  their  country. 

The  following  named  officers  were  diri* 
guished  for  their  conduct  on  the  field,  and  1  tab 
pleasure  in  bringing  them  to  your  attention  n 
this  report:  Lieutenant-Colonel  Julius  S. ri- 
cher, Tenth  South  Carolina  volunteers;  Major 
J.  L.  White,  Nineteenth  South  Carolina  vobrn- 
teers,  and  Adjutant  Fenell,  of  same  regiment 

Of  the  Twentv-fourth  Alabama  regime* 
Captains  Hazard,  Oliver,  McCraken,  Fowler,  ail 
Hall,  Lieutenants  Higley,  Chapman.  Pacha*. 
Dunlap,  Young,  Euholm,  Hood,  Hanley,  So> 
thrup,  Short,  Adjutant  Jehnisori,  Serceant-Major 
Minck,  and  Color-Sergeant  Moody,  behaved  *i& 
great  gallantry. 

Lieutenant  Jordan,  of  the  Twenty-eighth  Alt 
bama,  conducted  himself  in  a  most  conspicoosi 
manner,  and  I  regret  to  say  was  killed  daring 
the  action.  Of  the  same  regiment,  OentaiBi 
Hopkins  and  Ford,  Lieutenant  Graham  and  Act 
ing  Adjutant  Wood,  throughout  the  action,  wot 
distinguished  for  their  gallant  conduct  €af 
tain  Reise,  A.  Q.  M.,  and  Oommissary  Sergeaflt 
Craig,  were  efficient  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties  in  their  respective  departments.  Thirty- 
fourth  Alabama  regiment,  Lieutenants  Mttcsci 
Lambert,  Oliver,  Crochett,  and  BickerstaC  be- 
haved in  a  manner  to  attract  attention. 

I  cannot  close  my  report  without  referrior 
specially  to  the  conduct  and  bearing  of  CokM 
J.  C.  Reid,  commanding,  and  Major  W.  L.  Bat- 
\\*T,^^\MSgc&L  Mshsma  regiment;  Colonel 
l\3.Y.Yt«s*Vj%  <yBWMM\VB% ^srifrx drafts,  Qan- 
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i;  Colonel  N.  N.  Davis,  commanding,  and 
it  Colonel  B.  Sawyer,  Twenty-fourth 

,  m        regiment,  and  Major  Slaughter,  com- 

•"■nding-  Thirty-fourth  Alabama  regiment,  and 
their  individual  exertions  is  to  be  attributed 
■"■ch  o-f  t"he  success  which  attended  our  arms 
OB  that,  d  st.y.  Untiring  in  their  efforts,  they  set 
■>eza.vrip>lo  to  their  commands  by  their  personal 
F*?n6"»  the  effect  of  which  was  visible  in  many 

JF.°J**y  staff  lam  indebted  for  the  most  valuable 
"■jwtaxioc?*.  Captain  C.  J.  Walker,  Assistant  Ad- 
JS^Q-^xieral,  and  Lieutenant  W.  E.  Huger, 
|on*~e?"^^?a.nip,  who  fearlessly  exposed  their  per- 
P^^jTying  and  executing  orders  under  the 
BriBaJ"^"  circumstances.  Lieutenant  Malone, 
^Provost-Marshal,  was  active  in  the  dis- 
Vfo?*?  of  his  duty,  and  rendered  efficient  scr- 
the  prevention  of  straggling,  forcing 


xne  prevention  01  straggling,  lorcmg 
were  unwilling  to  face  the  heavy  fire 

c  1 

the  regimental  commanders,  who  have 


jfc^^^-^h  they  had  beeu  exposed,  back  into  their 

V^yL*  positions, 
"^^y*^  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  re- 


particularly  specified  the  names,  rank,  &c, 
^^T*^rties  conspicuous  for  their  conduct  in  their 
"w*P<Sctive  regiments,  on  the  occasion  of  the 
^*Qeof  Chickamauga. 

*  have  the  honor,  Major,  to  be, 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
A.  M.  Manioault, 
Brlgadicr-Gcneral,  en  rum  ending  Brigade. 

RETORT  OF  BRIGADIDWiENERAL  Z.  G.  DEAS. 

HlADQU ARTE RH  PEAS'  BRinADK,  HlVHJf.W'H  DIVISION,') 
POLK'8  CORltt,  ARMT  OF  TKXXKWEK,  V 

Maaoyx&T  Ridok,  hkpork  Ciutta.nxkx;/.,  Oct.  9, 1863.  J 

Major  J.  P.  Wilson,  Assistant  AdjutantrGenercd 
Hindman's  Division : 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  brigade  in 
the  action  of  the  nineteenth  and  twentieth  Sep- 
tember, 1863,  on  Chickamauga  Creek : 

Late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  seventeenth  Sep- 
tember, my  brigade,  with  the  division,  loft  La- 
fayette and  bivouacked  for  the  night  near 
Worthon's  Gap.  The  next  morning  we  moved 
forward  and  formed  lino  of  battle  on  the  east 
side  of  Chickamauga  Creek,  opposite  to  Lee  and 
Gordon's  Mill,  where  we  had  skirmishing  and 
artillery  firing,  off  and  on,  during  that  and  the 
next  day,  until  the  division  was  relieved  by  that 
of  General  Breckinridge,  and  ordered  to  cross 
the  creek  at  Hunt's  Ford,  about  one  and  a  half 
miles  below.  Soon  after  crossing,  we  came 
under  fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery,  when  I  re- 
ceived orders  to  form  on  the  right  of  Manigault's 
brigade,  with  General  Anderson  supporting,  and 
move  forward,  which  I  did  promptly,  but  before 
I  reached  the  line  of  the  enemy  it  was  dark,  j 
All  fighting  having  ceased,  I  fell  back,  under 
orders,  a  short  distance,  and  bivouacked  for  the 
night 

At  early  daylight,  I  again  moved  forward  to 
take  my  position  in  line,  which  was  at  the  time 
occupied  by  a  portion  of  a  division  under  Bri- 


gadier-General Law,  which  was  moving  by  the 
right  flank  to  make  room  for  me ;  but  it  was 
seven,  or  perhaps  even  as  late  as  eight  o'clock, 
before  my  entire  brigade  got  into  position,  with 
Brigadier-General  Manigault's  on  my  left,  and 
Brigadier-General  Anderson's  in  support  Here 
I  received  instructions  that  the  fighting  would 
commence  on  the  right  and  gradually  extend 
towards  the  left,  each  brigade  attacking  as  the 
one  on  its  right  became  engaged. 

A  few  minutes  after  ten  o'clock  a.  m.,  heavy 
firing  of  infantry  and  artillery  on  the  right  an- 
nounced that  the  fight  had  commenced  in  earnest 
About  twenty  minutes  after  eleven  the  brigade 
on  my  right  (Gregg's)  moved  forward  ana  en- 
gaged the  enemy.  I  immediately  followed,  and 
by  the  time  I  had  advanced  three  hundred  yards, 
saw  the  line  of  the  enemy  behind  a  breastwork 
of  logs,  at  sight  of  whicli  my  men  rushed  for- 
ward with  a  yell,  and,  charging  the  defences, 
took  them  without  faltering.  As  they  climbed 
over,  some,  six  or  seven  hundred  of  the  enemy 
threw  down  their  anus  and  hurried  through  our 
lines  to  the  rear.  These  works  were  at  the 
foot  ot  a  gradually  sloping  hill  of  considera- 
ble height,  just  beyond  the  crest  of  which  were 
posted  about  twelve  pieces  of  artil  **ry,  and  in 
front  of  them,  a  little  lower  down,  v  is  another 
work  of  the  enemy,  which  was  carrvnl  by  my 
brave  and  gallant  men  without  a  moment's  fal- 
tering. About  twelve  pieces  of  artillery  were 
taken  here. 

By  the  time  I  gained  the  crest  of  the  hill  my 
brigade  (whicli  had  for  some  distance  been  mov- 
ing at  a  double-quick,  passing  in  this  manner 
over  two  works  of  the  enemy)  became  some- 
what scattered,  and  were,  in  consequence, 
checked  for  the  moment  in  their  onward  move- 
ment. It  was  at  this  period  that  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Anderson's  gallant  Mississippi  brigade  came 
to  my  assistance,  and  as  my  men  saw  them  coming 
they  moved  forward  again  and,  in  conjunction 
with  this  brigade,  captured  several  other  pieces  of 
artillery  and  scattered  the  enemy  in  our  front  so 
effectually  that  they  never  rallied  or  re-formed 
again  during  the  day  on  this  part  of  the  field. 
During  this  charge,  my  brigade  occupied  the 
extreme  lrft  of  the  army,  with  the  exception  of 
Brigadier-General  Anderson  s,  which,  from  being 
in  support,  had  got  on  my  left.  I  now  halted 
and  re-formed  my  brigade,  to  be  UBed  as  emer- 
gencies might  require ;  and,  learning  that  Major- 
General  Hindman  was  near  by.  reported,  in  per- 
son, and  received  orders  to  move  to  the  rear 
and  right,  and  assist  the  troops  then  engaged, 
which  proved  to  be  Brigadier-General  Buslirod 
Johnson's  division.  I  should  here  state  that  my 
men  killed,  early  in  tho  fight,  and  bore  off  the 
body  of  Brigadier-General  Lytle,  United  State* 
army. 

In  moving  back  to  take  a  now  position,  Bri- 
gadier-General Anderson's  brigade  and  mino 
came  together,  but  soon  separated  again,  he 
going  to  the  right,  and  I  to  the  left,  to  form  on 
the  left  of  Brigadier-General  Buslirod  Johnson; 
but  on  taking  my  po&\&w\,\H\fosx  \Ntarcs&ttu» 
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from  him,  I  found  there  was  a  gap  of  about  six 
or  seven  hundred  yards.  General  Manigault, 
coming  up  some  time  after  this  with  his  brigade, 
was  ordered  by  Major-General  Hindman  to  fill 
up  this  gap.  To  get  into  line  with  these  bri- 
gades, it  was  necessary  for  me  to  make  a  right 
wheel  and  to  form  a  line  at  right  angles  with  my 
last  It  was  now  about  four  o'clock.  My  line 
having  been  formed,  I  was  ordered  by  General 
Johnson  to  make  a  right  wheel  again,  or  swing 
to  the  right,  which  brought  me  in  collision  with 
the  enemy.  My  brigade  at  this  time  being  the 
extreme  left  of  the  army,  and  on  tho  east  side  of 
the  Rossville  road,  formed  a  line  facing  almost 
to  the  left  flank  of  the  one  I  occupied  in  the 
morning.  Here  commenced  an  attack  on  the 
right  and  rear  of  Thomas's  or  Granger  s  corps, 
poBted  on  a  steep  hill,  on  which  was  planted  ar- 
tillery. My  brigade  was  at  this  time  with- 
out any  support  whatever.  The  ascent  of  this 
hill  was  exceedingly  difficult,  besides  being  very 
steep.  Here  I  met  with  the  most  obstinate  re- 
sistance I  had  encountered  during  the  day,  and, 
after  contending  with  the  enemy  in  this  unequal 
position  during  an  hour  aud  a  half,  my  men  in 
this  time  having  been  partially  driven  back  sev- 
eral times,  my  whole  line  was  finally  driven 
down  the  hill.  After  re-forming  in  an  adjoining 
hollow,  I  again  moved  forward  and  found  that 
the  attack  on  the  enemy  had  been  so  severe  that 
they  were  not  disposed  to  risk  another  engage- 
ment, and  had  retired,  leaving  me  in  possession 
of  the  field. 

It  was  now  dark,  and  I  posted  my  command 
so  as  to  hold  the  Rossville  road,  on  which  I 
then  was,  and  then  sent  forward  scouts  one  mile 
to  the  front,  who  reported  no  enemy,  but  cap- 
tured about  fifty  prisoners.  Here  I  bivouacked 
for  the  night 

•The  nature  of  the  ground  over  which  the 
battle  was  fought  did  not  admit  of  the  free  use 
of  artillery,  but  Dent's  battery,  which  was 
attached  to  my  brigade,  followed  it  closely  dur- 
ing the  morning  attack,  firing,  however,  only  a 
few  shots;  but  in  the  afternoon  it  rendered 
signal  service,  fighting  at  the  time  with  other 
commands  on  my  right  The  officers  deserve 
special  mention  for  their  conduct 

I  cannot  close  this  report  ,  without  testifying 
my  high  appreciation  of  the  courage  and  daring 
displayed  by  the  officers  and  men  of  the  brigade 
which  I  had  the  honor  to  command  on  tliis  ever 
memorable  field.  They  here  added  fresh  laurels' 
to  those  already  won  on  other  fields  in  the 
sacred  cause  of  their  country. 

To  regimental  and  battery  commanders  and 
their  brave  men,  my  thanks  are  due  and  most 
willingly  tendered  for  their  very  valuable  assist- 
ance and  co-operation  in  aiding  to  bring  this 
battle  to  a  successful  and  decisive  issue. 

To  my  BtafF,  I  am  specially  indebted  for  their 
willingness  and  gallantry  in  carrying  out  my 
orders  on  the  field :  Captain  E.  F.  Travis,  Assist- 
ant Adjutant-General ;  Captain  Douglas  Wirt, 
acting'  Assistant  Inspector-General  *,  uveutoa$fl& 
F.  G.  Lyon,  Aid-de-Oamp  *,  Captain  R.  T3L  WA- 


liams,  volunteer  Aid-de-Camp ;  lieuteo 
Michailoffsky,  Provost-Marshal,  and  to 
Surgeon  V.  B.  Gilbert;  MajorR.J.ffiH 
ant  Quartermaster ;  Major  H.  ADeiaJj 
Commissary  of  Subsistence,  and  Lieuteui 
Dallas,  Ordnance  Officer,  for  the  za 
efficiency  with  which  they  discharge 
duties  of  their  several  respective  i 
ments. 

In  going  into  the  fight  on  the  twentiet 
brigade  numbered  one  hundred  and  % 
officers,  and  seventeen  hundred  and  eip 
enlisted  men,  of  whom  one  hundred  and  ti 
five  were  killed,  five  hundred  and  nine 
wounded,  and  twenty-eight  missing;  total 
hundred  and  forty-five.  Among  the  killed  I 
regret  to  record  the  name  of  LieutenanM 
John  Weeden,  commanding  Twenty-eeca 
bama  regiment,  who  fell,  early  on  &mdai 
ing,  while  most  gallantly  leading  and  d 
on  his  brave  regiment  A  few  minutes 
him,  fell  the  ranking  captain  of  this  re^ 
D.  Nott,  than  whom  no  braver  or  bette 
ever  poured  out  his  life's  blood  in  bis  c 
cause.  He  died  where  the  brave  « 
should  die,  in  the  front  rank,  leading  b! 
to  victory.  Two  heroes  1  whose  b1 
sacrificed  .to  fanaticism.  Major  B.  B 
tho  same  regiment,  was  severely  worn 
same  charge. 

I  have  omitted  to  state  that,  on  8u 
noon  I  passed  over  some  ten  or  a  doze 
wagons,  filled  with  ordnance  storei 
four  pieces  of  artillery  and  caissons ; 
bulances,  and  one  or  two  supply  wa; 
dozen  or  more  mules  and  horses, 
evidently  been  a  stampede  here,  and 
the  fruits  left  for  us. 

Before  closing,  I  wish  to  menti 
that  the  Fifteenth  Alabama  regim 
Oates,  was  with  my  brigade  a  po 
time  during  the  first  attack  on  Sund 
and  afterwards  left  me  to  go  to  the 
General  Johnson,  in  the  fight  of  th 
It  is  simple  justice  to  say  mat,  what 
regiment,  it  was  behaving  with  gn 
I  am,  Major,  very  respectful] 
Your  obedient  se 
Z.  < 

Brigadier-Gencri 

The  following  statement  probabl 
more  to  the  division  than  to  the  br 
of  this  battle,  and  is  therefore  rose 
postscript : 

According  to  the  strong  testament 
of  the  occasion,  and  that  also  of 
prisoners,  this  brigade,  very  nu 
opportunely  assisted  by  Andersoc 
on  Sunday  morning,  Sheridan's 
McCook'B  corps ;  and,  by  the  impetu 
attack,  so  thoroughly  cut  off  Davis 
the  same  corps,  that  they  never  agai 
the  fight  on  that  day ;  and,  from  tfc 
^ther,  fell  back  to  On 
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one  above  cited  are  taken  from  the  statc- 
ta  of  prisoners. 
Ilia  postscript  is  meant  more  for  information 
in  as  a  portion  of  my  report. 

I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  C.  Deas, 
Brigadicr-Genora],  commanding 

*&ORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  PATIOS  ANDERSON. 

Anderson's  Briuadk,  IIindman'.s  Division,  "I 
m-^  Potx'a  Corps,  Aimy  of  Tenxe*ke,  J. 

™>Q3T.A*T  RlIKiE,  NEAR  CllATTANOCKJA ,  TKJOJ.,  Oct.  6,  1863.  J 

-71        TFtfson,  Assistant  AdjutantrOen- 
Xf*  9  -ttindmaris  Division  : 
JMajoi*.  :  J  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
ttand      reP<>rt  of  the  part  taken  by  this  com- 

rJr        the  late  battle  of  Ghickamauga : 
j^11  tlie  evening  of  the  nineteenth  of  Scptem- 
Bind       ^bout  five  o'olock  p.  m.,  Major-General 
assumed  command  of  the  division  on 
*£ter  bank  of  the  Ghickamauga,  not  long 

^ivi»^e  had  crossed  to  that  side,  and  while  the 
-p^jJi^U  was  being  put  in  position  for  the  im- 
BJieT ^6  battle.   I  resumed  the  command  of  my 
Efc^U^t  which  had  been  relinquished  on  the 
p^J^Usenth,  at  Lafayette,  Georgia,  for  the  pur- 
tJJt^  of  relieving  Major-General  Hindman,  who 
.  too  unwell  to  exercise  the  command  of  his 
^^Jsioii.   On  taking  command  of  my  brigade,  I 
position  in  line  from  t  wo  to  three  hundred 
JTttda  in  rear  of  Deas'  left,  and  Manigault's  right, 
^8  the  reserve  brigade  of  Ilindman's  division. 
We  bivouacked  on  the  field  for  the  night,  and 
.  received  orders  to  take  up  and  continue  the 
•flack  ordered  to  be  made  on  the  right  at  day- 
light on  the  morning  of  the  twentieth  of  Sep- 
tember. The  attack  on  our  right  was  not  made, 
however,  until  between  ten  and  eleven  o'clock 
on  the  morning  of  the  twentieth,  when  it  was 
promptly  taken  up  by  Deas  and  Manigault  in  my 
front,  and  the  whole  division  moved  confidently 
on  the  enemy's  first  line.   Deas  swept  every- 
thing before  him,  without  halting,  or  even  check- 
ing UP>  m  his  advance  to  and  over  the  enemy's 
first  line  of  breastworks.  Manigault  was  checked, 
and  diverged  to  the  left,  unmasking  my  two  left 
regiments.    The  whole  brigade  was  moved 
steadily  forward,  gradually  closing  the  space 
between  it  and  Deas'  lino,  until  the  ascent  of  a 
range  of  wooded  hills  was  reached,  where  the 
enemy,  by  reason  of  his  advantageous  position 
for  both  infantry  and  artillery,  had  brought  Deas 
momentarily  to  a  stand.   Three  pieces  of  his 
artillery,  strongly  posted  about  two-thirds  of  the 
way  up  the  hill  and  supported  by  infantry,  were 
causing  Deas'  left  regiment  to  waver,  when  I 
ordered  an  advance.   The  command  was  most 
gallantly  responded  to,  the  artillery  captured, 
the  heights  carried,  aud  the  enemy  so  badly 
routed  as  to  be  unable  to  make  any  real  stand 
again  upon  that  part  of  the  field.   I  continued 
in  pursuit,  however,  for  half  a  mile  or  more, 
when,  finding  my  lines  imperfect  by  reason  of 
some  being  able  to  follow  faster  than  others,  I 
rode  to  those  in  advance  and  soon  succeeded  in 


halting  them  until  the  line  could  be  perfected. 
Hero  Colonel  Coltart,  of  Deas'  brigade,  with  a 
portion  of  his  (Fiftieth  Alabama)  regiment,  and 
another  colonel,  of  some  other  command,  whose 
name  I  have  forgotten,  with  a  fewr  men,  reported 
to  me,  having  lost  their  proper  commands.  Be- 
fore the  new  alignment  had  been  completed,  a 
staff  officer  from  General  Hindman  recalled  mo 
from  further  pursuit,  on  account  of  a  flank  fire 
which  had  been  opened  by  the  enemy,  with 
artillery  and  small  arms,  on  my  rear  and  left 
regiments — the  Forty-first  and  Ninth  Mississip- 
pi, Colonel  Tucker  and  Major  Lyman  command- 
ing, respectively. 

After  re-forming,  the  command  was  marched 
back,  by  General  Hindman ?s  order,  in  the  direc- 
tion from  which  they  had  advanced,  a  distance 
of  about  a  half  or  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  then 
changed  direction  to  the  right  over  an  open 
field,  towards  a  position  where  Kershaw  was 
reported  to  be  heavily  pressed. 

My  brigade  reached  this  position  about  three 
in  the  afternoon  and  was  ordered  to  form  line 
on  Kershaw's  left,  to  support  him  in  an  attack 
upon  a  wooded  hill  in  his  front,  where  the  ene- 
my was  strongly  posted.  In  taking  position  it 
was  found  that  the  command  of  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Bushrod  Johnson  was  in  lino  on  the  ex- 
treme left,  with  not  suificient  interval  between 
his  right  and  Kershaw's  left  for  my  whole  com- 
mand. The  interval,  however,  was  filled,  and 
the  over-plus  held  in  reserve.  The  attack  was 
soon  made  by  the  whole  line.  It  was  stub- 
bornly resisted  from  a  very  strong  position  just 
behind  the  crest  of  the  hill.  A  portion  of  two 
of  my  regiments  gained  the  crest  of  the  hill 
and  planted  colors  there ;  but  the  position  was  a 
hot  one,  and  some  breaking  to  the  rear  on  the 
left  caused  the  whole  to  give  way  for  a  time. 
The  troops  were  rallied  on  the  slope  of  the  hill, 
lines  re-formed,  and  all  in  readiness  to  resume 
the  attack,  when  the  enemy  advanced  his  line 
immediately  in  my  front,  down  the  hill,  with 
some  impetuosity.  The  lino  was  instantly 
ordered  forward  to  meet  this  charge,  and  the 
command  quickly  responded  to.  The  enemy- 
was  met  by  a  volley  and  a  charge  which  did 
much  execution,  his  hue  broken,  and  his  troops 
fled  in  some  confusion ;  but  as  there  was  no  cor- 
responding forward  movement  by  the  brigades 
on  my  right  and  left,  and  as  the  hill  near  the 
crest  was  very  difficult  to  ascend,  ho  had  time 
either  to  re-form  or  to  bring  up  a  second  line 
before  we  reached  the  top  of  the  hill,  and 
another  repulse  was  the  consequence.  Troops 
never  rallied  more  promptly,  and  without  con- 
fusion or  clamor.  On  taking  position  near  the 
foot  of  the  hill  it  was  found  necessary  to  dis- 
tribute ammunition,  and,  while  this  was  being 
done,  Colonel  Kelly  came  up  with  his  brigade, 
and  moved  forward  to  the  assault.  The  Sev- 
enth Mississippi,  Colonel  Bishop  commanding, 
of  my  brigade,  having  some  ammunition  in  the 
cartridge-boxes,  wras  ordered  in  with  Colonel 
Kelly,  to  strengthen  his  command  as  much  as 
possible.  Soon  after,  too 
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under  Colonel  Finley,  also  moved  forward  to 
Colonel  KeUVs  support  It  was  now  nearly 
night,  and  the  importance  of  completing  the 
day's  work,  thus  far  so  handsomely  accom- 
plished by  the  left  wing,  was  apparent  to  alL 
Kelly  made  a  most  vigorous  attack,  supported 
as  above,  and  succeeded  in  occupying  a  portion 
of  the  heights  from  which  he  had  driven  the 
enemy.  Night,  at  this  time,  put  an  end  to  fur- 
ther pursuit  Every  preparation  was  now  made 
for  a  renewal  of  the  conflict  early  the  next 
morning. 

At  eleven  o'clock  p.  m.,  of  the  twentieth- 
Major-General  Hindman  sent  for  me  and  turned 
over  to  mo  the  command  of  the  division,  which 
he  had  assumed  the  evening  previous,  having 
received  a  contusion  which  disabled  him  from 
further  service  at  that  time,  and  here  my  con- 
nection with  the  brigade  ceased,  the  command 
thereof  devolving  upon  Colonel  J.  H.  Sharp,  of 
the  Forty-four tli  Mississippi  regiment  The 
light  of  the  morning  of  the  twenty-first  dis- 
closed the  fact  that  the  enemy  had,  under  cover 
of  darkness,  hastily  withdrawn  towards  Chatta- 
nooga, from  a  field  in  which  he  had  been  so  se- 
verely but  justly  punished. 

In  the  first  charge,  after  moving  up  to  Gen- 
eral Deas*  line,  which  had  been  checked  near 
the  base  of  a  range  of  wooded  hills  west  of  the 
Chattanooga  road,  the  brigade  captured  three 
pieces  of  artillery,  killing  many  of  the  cannon- 
eers at  their  guns,  and  taking  others  prisoners. 
A  little  further  on,  and  to  tne  left,  the  Forty- 
first  Mississippi,  my  left  regiment,  captured  a 
battery  of  five  guns,  among  which  were  several 
fine  rifled  pieces.  Several  stands  of  colors  were 
also  taken  during  tho  day.  No  note  was  taken 
of  the  number  of  prisoners  captured  by  the  bri- 
gade. They  were  immediately  ordered  to  tho 
rear  without  guard  or  escort  Nine  ordnance 
wagons,  loaded  with  fixed  ammunition,  several 
mules  and  horses,  etc.,  etc.,  were  also  taken  and 
turned  over  to  the  proper  officers. 

I  cannot  close  this  brief  recital  of  facts,  con- 
nected with  the  operations  of  the  brigade  I  had 
the  honor  to  command  on  tho  twentieth,  with- 
out testifying  to  tho  officers  and  troops  my  high 
appreciation  of  the  valor,  courage,  and  skill 
displayed  by  them  on  this  memorable  field. 
Without  a  single  exception,  so  far  as  my  knowl- 
edge at  this  time  extends,  they  have  borne  them- 
selves gallantly  and  added  fresh  laurels  to  those 
so  nobly  won  upon  the  former  fields  of  Shiloh, 
Munfordsville,  Perryville,  and  Murfreesboro.  To 
the  regimental,  battalion,  and  battery  command- 
ers, individually,  my  thanks  are  due.  for  their 
zealous,  vigorous,  and  unremitting  efforts 
throughout  the  whole  day  to  make  the  battle  a 
decisive  one.  For  instances  of  individual  gal- 
lantry, conspicuous  above  others,  I  refer  to  the 
reports  of  subordinate  commanders,  herewith 
transmitted. 

t  The  brigade  numbered  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
six  officers  and  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  nine  enlisted  men  on  the  morning  oi  Kta 
twentieth ;  the  loss  was  five  hundred  and  uity 


eight,  of  whom  eighty  wero  killed,  four  tat 
dred  and  fifty-four  wounded,  and  tweotyfov 
missing.   Among  the  killed  I  regret  torwori 
the  name  of  Major  John  C.  Thompson,  of  tfc 
Forty-fourth  Mississippi  regiment  A  man  of 
education  and  position  at  home,  of  aa  age  £■ 
beyond  that  prescribed  by  the  laws  of  the  had 
for  involuntary  service,  at  the  first  tocsin  of  m 
he  enlisted  in  the  ranks,  and  fought  uapi> 
vate  in  the  ranks  at  Belmont  and  Shiloh,  tap- 
ing been  severely  wounded  at  the  htta. 
His  gallantry  and  services  marked  him  before 
the  men  of  his  State  for  promotion,  which  h 
soon  after  received,  and  commanded  his  regi- 
ment, with  his  usual  gallantry,  at  the  battle  of 
Murfreesboro.   On  the  memorable  field  of  tk 
Chickamauga  his  devotion  to  the  cause  of  ha 
country  has  been  sealed  with  the  blood  of  i 
patriot. 

I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 
Patton  Anderson, 

Brigadier-General,  commudkf. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  L.  E»  POLS. 

HSADQUABTSRfi  POLK*4  BUMAM,  1 

Before  Chattjlxocku,  Tkxxessi,  October  10,  ISO.  J 

To  Captain  Irving  A.  Buck,  Assistant  Adj+ 
tant-General  Cleburne's  Division : 
Captain  :  In  obedience  to  orders  from  drm- 
ion  headquarters,  I  respectfully  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  tho  part  taken  by  my  brigade, 
composed  of  tho  following  regiments,  from  k6 
to  right :  Third  and  Fifth  Confederate,  cos* 
manded  by  Colonel  J.  A.  Smith  ;  First  Ark&DA*, 
Colonel  J.  W.  Colquitt ;  Second  Tennessee,  cos* 
manded  by  Colonel  W.  D.  Bobinson;  Fart* 
eighth  Tennessee,  commanded  by  Colonel  G.E 
Nixon ;  and  Thirty-fifth  Tennessee,  comnawW 
by  Colonel  B.  J.  Hill,  and  Calvert's  battery,  con- 
manded  by  Lieutenant  S.  J.  Key,  in  the  battled 
tho  nineteenth  and  twentieth  of  September,  oi 
Chickamauga  Creek: 

On  Satin-day  morning,  the  nineteenth  Septmv 
ber,  my  brigade  rested  in  line  of  battle  on  tit 
right  of  Cleburne's  division,  which  formed  me 
extreme  left  of  the  army  of  Tennessee.  Aboil 
one  o'clock  p.  m.,  I  received  orders  to  move  in 
the  direction  of  the  right  of  the  army.  Hn 
necessary  orders  were  immediately  given,  sod 
my  brigade  commenced  moving  down  Chick** 
mauga  Creek,  wading  the  creek  at  Tete'a  Fori, 
and,  moving  on,  was  placed  in  position  mm 
three  hundred  yards  in  rear  of  LiddelTi  dfr» 
ion,  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  army.  Tit 
other  brigades  of  Cleburne's  division  foflowiflg, 
were  placed  in  position  on  the  prolongation  of 
my  left  In  this  move,  some  eight  mues,  frost 
the  left  to  the  right  of  the  army,  although  expe- 
ditiously performed,  some  hours  were  taken. 
About  five  and  a  half  o'clock  r.  I  received 
orders  from  General  Cleburne  to  move  my  bri- 
gade forward,  to  pass  over  Liddefl *s  division  m 
our  front  and  engage  and  drive  the  enemr  be* 
\fox*  wa.     Xsrugua*      vnamediately  moved  fbt> 
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hundred  yards,  encountered  the  enemy 
flfenigly  posted  on  the  side  of  a  hill,  with  tempo- 
WMJ  breastworks,  who  immediately  opened  a  de- 
structive fire  of  grape,  canister,  and  small  arms, 
Upon  the  left  of  my  line,  which,  for  a  moment, 
osvused  a  delay  in  my  advance.  The  right  of  the 
brigade  overlapping  their  line,  and  finding  little 
resistance  in  their  front,  wheeled  to  the  left  and 
took  the  enemy  on  the  flank.  At  the  same  time, 
two  batteries  of  artillery,  Semple's  and  Key's, 
having  been  ordered  up  by  General  Cleburne 
between  Wood's  and  my  brigade,  opened  at  short 
range  upon  the  enemy  Their  lines  gave  way, 
ana  they  fell  back  in  great  confusion.  We  con- 
tinued to  press  them  till  nearly  nine  o'clock, 
when,  there  being  some  danger  of  firing  into 
our  own  men,  we  were  ordered  to  halt  and  rec- 
tify or  lines.  This  ended  the  contest  for  the 
night,  most  of  the  fighting  having  been  done 
since  dark.  In  this  engagement  we  drove  the 
enemy  seven  miles  and  a  quarter,  captured  over 
fifty  prisoners  and  three  pieces  of  artillery,  and 
same  number  of  caissons.   The  loss  of  the  bri- 

Kie,  considering  the  heavy  musketry,  was 
ht,  not  being  over  sixty  men  killed  and 
wounded.  We  rested  in  line  of  battle  the  re- 
mainder of  the  night,  with  a  strong  line  of  skir- 
mishers thrown  some  four  hundred  yards  in 
front 

On  Sunday  morning,  the  twentieth,  our  pro- 
vision wagons  wore  brought  up  and  the  men 
permitted  to  eat  their  breakfast,  having  been 
without  anything  to  eat  for  twenty-four  hours. 
My  brigade  was  again  ordered  forward,  com- 
mencing the  move  about  nine  o'clock ;  General 
Breckinridge  having  placed  his  line  upon  the 
prolongation  of  my  right,  with  two  batteries  of 
artillery  between  the  right  of  my  brigade  and 
left  of  his  division ;  owing  to  some  mistakes  I 
did  not  receive  the  order  to  advance  until  a  few 
moments  after  General  Breckinridge's  division 
had  been  put  in  motion.  Immediately  upon  the 
order  being  received  I  moved  my  brigade,  obli- 
quing slightly  to  the  right,  so  as  to  keep  my 
right  connected  with  General  Breckinridge  s 
left;  the  enemy's  fortifications  running  off  at 
right  angles  to  the  rear  of  their  line,  opposite 
the  right  of  my  brigade,  I  was  not  able  to  re- 
cover my  immediate  connection  with  his  left 
before  I  encountered  the  enemy,  strongly  posted 
in  a  strong  line  of  fortifications,  on  the  crest  of 
a  hill ;  my  line  from  right  to  left  soon  became 
furiously  engaged — the  enemy  pouri*  a  most 
destructive  nre  of  canister  and  musKctry  into 
my  advancing  line,  so  terrible,  indeed,  that  my 
line  could  not  advance  in  the  face  of  it,  but  lying 
down  partially  protected  by  the  crest  of  a  hill, 
we  continued  the  fight  some  hour  and  a  half. 
Wood's  brigade  not  promptly  supporting  me 
upon  the  left,  it  was  impossible  to  charge  their 
'breastworks.  My  ammunition  becoming  ex- 
hausted, by  orders,  I  fell  back  some  four  hun- 
dred yards,  leaving  a  line  of  skirmishers  in  my 
front  to  oppose  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  until 
my  ammunition  could  be  replenished.  The 
enemy  were  too  much  hurt  to  advance,  and  were 


well  satisfied  to  hold  their  works.  I  remained 
in  this  position  some  hours.  In  this  engage- 
ment my  loss  was  very  great,  amounting  to 
some  three  hundred  and  fifty  killed  and  wound- 
ed. Among  the  number  was  Captain  W.  J.  Mor- 
ris, of  Third  and  Fifth  Confederate  regiment,  a 
brave  and  worthy  officer.  Captain  McKnight, 
of  Second  Tennessee  regiment,  also  fell  in  these 
engagements  in  the  faithful  discharge  of  his 
duties.  Major  Driven,  of  the  Second  Tennessee, 
received  a  most  painful  and  serious  wound  in 
the  head.  Adjutant  Greenwood,  of  First  Arkan- 
sas, one  of  the  best  and  most  gallant  officers  in 
the  army,  fell  mortally  wounded.  Here  also  my 
Inspector-General,  Captain  Hugh  S.  Otcy,  a  brave 
and  faithful  officer,  was  mortally  wounded  by  a 
cannon  ball,  from  the  effect  of  which  he  died  a 
few  clays  after.  My  brigade  remained  here  until 
about  four  o'clock  r.  m.,  when  I  was  ordered  by 
General  Cleburne  to  advance  and  take  up  my 
position  upon  the  left  of  Brigadier-General 
Jackson.  Arriving  in  this  position,  I  found 
General  Jackson's  lino  advancing ;  partially 
wheeling  my  brigade  to  the  left,  I  immediately 
advanced  with  Jackson's  brigade,  and  again  en- 
countered the  enemy  behind  their  breastworks, 
some  five  hundred  yards  to  the  right  of  where 
I  engaged  them  in  the  morning.  Again  I  was 
met  by  a  terrible  volley  of  grape,  canister,  and 
small  arms,  which  caused  a  temporary  halt 
Ordering  Lieutenant  Key  to  bring  up  his  battery 
beneath  the  crest  of  the  ridge,  where  my  line  of 
battle  was  fighting,  he  replied  that  his  horses 
could  not  live  a  moment  under  such  a  fire.  I 
then  ordered  him  to  bring  the  pieces  by  hand, 
and,  assisted  by  some  volunteers  from  the  bri- 
gade, succeeded  in  doing  so,  and  opened  upon 
their  brejistworks  with  double  charges  of  canis- 
ter, at  a  distance  of  less  than  two  hundred  yards. 
Observing  at  this  time,  that  the  enemy  s  line 
wavered,  I  immediately  ordered  a  charge,  and, 
at  four  and  a  half  o'clock,  succeeded  in  getting 
possession  of  their  first  line  of  works,  taking 
more  than  two  hundred  prisoners,  all  of  them 
regulars.  The  enemy  fell  back  in  some  confu- 
sion to  his  second  line  and  again  made  a  stand. 
About  this  time  some  batteries  of  artillery, 
which  General  Cleburne  had  massed  on  a  hill 
upon  my  left,  poured  so  destructive  a  fire  upon 
the  columns  coming  up  to  support  the  troops  in 
the  breastworks,  that  finding  that  their  sup- 
ports had  been  driven  back,  they  gave  way  and 
retired  in  great  confusion  from  their  second  line 
of  breastworks,  and  did  not  stop  a  moment  in 
their  third  line.  I  moved  my  brigade  rapidly 
forward  and  pursued  them  across  the  Chatta- 
nooga road,  reaching  the  road  a  little  before  dark. 
At  this  time  the  firing  had  stopped  everywhere, 
and  the  army  of  Rosecrans  was  in  rapid  and  dis- 
orderly retreat  towards  Chattanooga.  In  this 
engagement  my  loss,  though  not  as  heavy  as 
in  the  morning,  was  heavy — losing  nearly  two 
hundred  men.  It  was  here  that  Captain  Beard, 
of  the  Third  and  Fifth  Confederate  regiment, 
and  Captain  Geor^  ^Suat^,  oil  tc^b&kk&k 
both  gallant  ou\cera,        Vtasnx  faafti.  ^stfe 
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also  Captain  N.  C.  Ho cker smith  and  Lieutenant 
A.  J.  Petner,  of  the  First  Arkansas  regiment,  were 
seriously  wounded.  Many  other  true  and  brave 
men  also  fell  here. 

During  the  entire  fight  the  men  and  officers  of 
my  brigade  acted  well. 

Among  the  officers  who  were  most  distin- 
guished at  the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  I  must 
mention  the  name  of  Colonel  B.  J.  Hill,  Thirty- 
fifth  Tennesso  regiment.  Upon  every  field  in 
the  West,  from  Shiloh  to  Chickamauga,  this  offi- 
cer has  acted  with  conspicuous  courage  and 
coolness.  I  earnestly  recommend  his  natne  for 
promotion. 

Colonel  Smith,  of  Third  and  Fifth  Confederate 
regiment,  acted  with  his  usual  courage  and  skill. 
He  has  since  been  promoted.  Promotion  could 
not  have  fallen  on  one  more  worthy. 

Colonel  Robinson,  Colonel  Colquitt,  Colonel 
Nixon,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Holes,  and  Major 
Pearson  all  deserve  well  of  their  country. 

I  respectfully  refer  you  to  reports  of  regi- 
mental commanders  for  other  names  distinguish- 
ed for  gallantry. 

I  here  return  my  thanks  to  Captain  W.  H. 
King,  my  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Schell,  for  elficient  services  rendered  upon 
the  field. 

A  full  list  of  the  casualties  in  my  brigade  has 
already  been  sent  forward. 

Respectfully, 

L.  E.  Polk. 

Brigadier  General. 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  8.  A.  M.  WOOD. 

Headquarters  Wood's  Brigadr, 
Missionary-  Ridqk,  Tennessee,  October  9,  ] 

Captain  Buck,  A.  A.  Q. : 

Sir  :  The  undersigned  submits  the  following 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  his  brigade  in  the 
battle  of  the  nineteenth  and  twentieth  of  Sep- 
tember, 1863,  near  Chickamauga  river : 

The  brigado  consisted  of  the  Thirty-second 
and  Forty-fifth  Mississippi  regiments,  command- 
ed by  Colonel  M.  P.  Lowry ;  the  Thirty-third 
Alabama,  Colonel  Samuel  Adams ;  the  Forty- 
fifth  Alabama,  Colonel  Breedlove,  and  the  Six- 
teenth Alabama,  Major  McGaughey  ;  also,  Major 
A.  T.  Hankins'  battalion  of  sharpshooters.  Sem- 
ite's battery  is  attached  to  this  brigade,  but  had 
been,  about  the  time  wo  arrived  in  the  field, 
directed  by  orders  from  the  Division  Chief  of 
Artillery. 

At  twelve  o'clock,  on  the  nineteenth,  the  bri- 
gade was  in  lino  of  battle  on  the  Lafayette  and 
Chattauooga  road,  near  where  the  left  of  our 
army  was  engaged  with  the  enemy.  Orders 
were  received  to  march  in  rear  of  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Polk's  brigade.  After  moving  in  a  north- 
eastwardly direction  for  four  or  five  miles,  we 
approached  the  field  near  the  right  of  our  army 
and  formed  in  line  of  battle,  after  crossing  the 
West  Chickamauga  Creek  at  a  ford,  the  men 
wading.  This  delayed  our  march,  \n  otdet  to 
close  up,  which  was  fartheT  deAayeA  Y>y  two 
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formed  in  line  as  follows:  Right -JU^ 
Lowry,  Breedlove,  McGaughey;  Adaa^M 
Brigadier-General  Polk  was  on  mrrigiif;  ftp 
dier-Geiieral  Deshler  on  my  left  it  tfr  m 
Majnr-Geiieral  Cleburne  ordered  roe  to  m 
forward  (the  guide  being  upon  mjhrig*fy«t 
if  I  met  with  any  batteries,  not  to  defyh) 
charge  and  take  them.  I  commankafed  fcj 
order  to  each  of  my  Colonels.  Skinali 
were  thrown  out  three  hundred  jrarii  ii 
vancc.   Firing  of  pickets  was  all  thjitisiaa] 
on  in  our  front,  and  I  heard  it  remarked  mi 
line  of  our  troops  were  in  that  directkn.  Hi 
order  was  now  given  to  advance,  We  M 
came  to  a  line  of  our  men  lying  down.  iKi 
we  passed  over.   In  a  few  minute*  oar  Hh 
mishers  were  engaged  and  the  line  petal 
rapidly  to  the  front,  passing  through  a  tsott 
and  slightly  undulating  comi try, nnhl we reaAai 
the  field.   The  line  touched  the  fence  inaijl  I  ^ 
ravine  or  hollow,  the  ground  gradually  um 
ing  in  the  field  in  front   The  opening  orari 
nearly  the  length  of  my  brigade,  and  **mt 
two  or  three  hundred  yards  across.  Theeisj 
were  strongly  posted  in  rear  of  thiafieRtojjl 
constructed  breastworks  of  rails  and  log*, 
opened  fire,  as  we  crossed  the  fence, 
rapidity.   The  command  moved  up  vigcw^ 
against  a  foe  almost  wholly  protected fo** 
fire,  and  who  delivered  volley  after  fofttfl* 
our  ranks.   When  we  had  reached  the  fata 
side  of  the  field,  many  of  the  enemy  d£» 
mained  behind  their  defences,  and  shoti  fA 
delivered  in  twenty  paces  of  each  othff.  * 
crossing  this  field  Colonel  Lowry,  of  the  Tttfr 
second  Mississippi  regiment,  greatly  drf» 
guished  himself  by  his  continued  exertktti 
urging  forward  his  command.    The  enemy  l© 
routed  from  their  defences  and  driven  into  fe 
woods.   In  advancing,  the  brigade  to  my  r$l 
had  changed  direction  to  the  left,  which  tbrei 
its  left  in  front  of  my  right,  and  prevented  C4 
onel  Lowry's  command  and  Major  Hankni1 
sharpshootets  from  firing.   I  sent  my  Assists 
Adjutant-General,  Captain  Palmer,  to  order  the» 
to  cease  firing ;  but,  l>efore  he  arrived,  Cokud 
Lowry  had  anticipated  the  order  by  giving  it 
himself.    The  Forty-fifth  Alabama  regiment, 
next  to  the  right,  was  now  in  advance  of  Cat 
onel  Lowry  and  halted,  ceasing  to  fire  at  to 
time,  as  did  also  the  Sixteenth  Afrfr""*,  the 
enemy  having  fallen  back.    The  Thirty-third 
Alabamdp  being  my  left  in  advancing,  «a« 
pressed  upon  by  the  right  of  Deshler  s  brigade, 
which  I  strove  to  prevent.    The  direction  of 
their  line  being  slightly  oblique  to  mine,  and  it 
being  dark,  some  little  confusion  occurred  at  to 
the  positions  of  the  different  commands,  which 
were  soon  rectified.   Skirmishers  were  ordered 
out  in  front  of  the  brigade,  and  then  doubled. 
We  captured  over  a  hundred  prisoners,  beaidci 
the  wounded  left  on  the  field.   Most  of  then 
were  taken  at  the  log  defences,  which  they  aid 
vastructed  to  hold  to  the  last  Ib 


batteries  taking  the  road.  The  Wigwte  ^aa\^<3r&ss»to 
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iful  in  their  attack.  The  brunt  of  the 
nraa  on  the  left  of  Polk's  brigade  and 
mine.  He  alone  advanced  through  an 
i  Gold  and  against  the  defences  of  logs  and 
Other  troops  had  failed  to  carry  this 
awtfon  during  the  day,  as  we  heard.  The  con- 
non  vrli  ich.  happened  to  one  of  the  regiments 
■  the  re«ult  of  some  unauthorized  person 
a  command  "  to  retreat"  (see  report  of 
■teeiitlj  Alabama  regiment),  and  that  was  soon 
wenfieci  Ivy  ^fajor  McGaughoy.  The  whole  com- 
SE*  3^"  "-l1*00  lneir  arms  during  the  night,  in 
™»  of  batrlci.    Semple's  battery,  attached  to  my 
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Jofede,  T*rzxB  not  under  my  control  during  this 
l!?7?n#  however,  saw  it  placed  in  position 

■Lnf  «T  1^isio»  Chief  of  Artillery,  and  its  fire 


nd  «il       °  greatest  service  in  routing  the  eneinv 

flw  tw**0**1?  llis  batterics-  0n  th^  morning  of 
cT^i*sth,  the  troops  were  aroused  at  early 
fcont*r  fi°  nne  rectified,  the  skirmishers  in 
»fcaee  V<TVet1'  81,1(1  everytniug  lnade  ready  to 
renW,;  ,  "*e  enemy.    Ammunition  had  been 

during  the  llight>    Shortlv  after 
^?*B\t?  *   u  day's  ration  of  cooked  provisions 
e  ^S^4  UP  aT1<1  distributed.   The  morning 
•nmXl^R  »  and  the  men  were  allowed  to  have 
o\rr  8  ^  eat  tneir  urc'akfast.    At  ten 
ttfc^        *■  'was  notified  the  line  was  about  to  near 
Taft^^otnyf  and  that  the  movement  would  corn- 
It,        on  my  right.    I  had  already  heard  that 
WJ*8  probable  that  my  brigade  overlapped 
tWJ?*8  to  my  left  not  of  this  division,  and 
Bonie  irregularity  existed  in  the  lines  as 
J^&ed.  At  a  few  minutes  past  ten  the  brigade 
5^  toy  right  moved  forward,  and  I  moved  with 
Jt  Its  left  soon  crowded  on  my  right,  when 
J  obliqued  to  the  left  to  give  room.    In  a  few 
Jnomcuts  it  made  a  rapid  movement  obliquely 
to  the  right,  leaving  a  gap.   The  brigade  was 
at  once  ordered  to  follow  this  movement  and 
every  exertion  was  made  to  do  so,  but  wo  were 
now  under  fire  of  artillery,  and  had  advanced  but 
a  short  distance  when  my  right  was  within 
short  range  of  the  enemy's  rifles.   They  were 
bidden  behind  logs  and  timber,  covered  with 
bushes.   The  whole  line  to  the  right,  was  now 
at  a  halt,  and  firing ;  this  was  followed  by  tho 
right  of  my  brigade,  Hankins'  sharpshooters  and 
Colonel  Lowry  s  regiment,    The  Major-General 
passed  me  at  this  moment,  and  I  informed  him 
that  my  left  had  passed  over  Bome  of  our  troops 
lying  down,  and  were  in  front  of  them.  The 
-whole  front  of  the  brigade  to  my  loft  was  cov- 
ered by  other  troops.   He  directed  me  to  see  to 
the  left  of  my  command,  and  said  that  Deshler's 
brigade  would  be  taken  to  the  right    The  Six- 
teenth and  Thirty-third  Alabama  regiments  were 
ordered  to  lie  down  on  a  line  with  the  troops  in 
the  front  line  to  my  left,  who  were  also  lying 
down.   I  found  Brigadier-General  Bowen  at  tho 
right  of  his  lino,  and  told  him  that  the  batteries 
now  firing  on  us  would  enfilade  me  if  I  advanced 
without  a  corresponding  advance  to  my  left  Ho 
said  he  had  no  orders  to  advance,  but  would 
send  to  Major-General  Stewart  for  orders.  Major- 
General  Stewart  came  to  that  position,  and  hav- 


ing ordered  his  division  forward,  I  immediately 
ordered  the  Forty-fifth  Alabama  regiment,  sup- 
porting my  battery,  up  into  line  with  the  Six- 
teenth and  Thirty-third  Alabama  regimonts,  and 
ordered  them  all  forward.  About  this  time  the 
line  to  the  right  had  fallen  back,  and  the  position 
occupied  by  Colonel  Lowry  and  Major  Hankins 
was  taken  by  Deshler's  brigade.  The  peculiar 
character  of  the  enemy's  works,  represented  by 
a  diagram  annexed,  will  show  that,  whilst  the 
right  of  my  command  was  very  near  them,  an 
angle  was  formed  in  its  front,  and  the  enemy's 
lino  was  thrown  back  so  as  to  give  them  the 
cover  of  woods,  and  compel  us  to  advance 
through  a  wide  field.  My  brigade  advanced 
into  this  field.  The  Thirtv-third  Alabama,  under 
the  lead  of  its  gallant  Colonel,  crossed  the  field 
I  and  the  Chattanooga  road.  The  fire  of  the  enemy 
I  at  this  point  was  most  destructive,  and  though 
this  movement  was  supported  by  Browirs, 
Clayton  s,  and  Bate's  brigades,  it  was  not  long 
before  all  had  to  return,  and  were  again  assem- 
bled and  formed  at  the  position  from  which  they 
last  advanced.  My  command,  being  the  right 
of  the  line  advancing  against  this  returned  line 
of  the  enemy,  was  subjected  to  a  cross  and 
enfilading  fire,  which  was  very  severe  on  all,  but 
especially  on  the  Forty-fifth  Alabama  regiment, 
which  was  forced  back  earlier  than  the  Sixteenth 
and  Thirty-third  Alabama,  and  re-formed  on 
Colonel  Lowry's  regiment  As  soon  as  the  posi- 
tion of  these  regiments  could  be  ascertained,  the 
Sixteenth  and  Thirty-third  were  ordered  to  take 
their  places  in  the  line,  they  being  six  or  eight 
hundred  yards  in  advance  on  the  left  During 
this  movement  Semple's  battery,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant  Goldthwaite,  followed  the 
brigade  and  opened  effectively  on  the  enemy.  In 
the  second  advance  it  was  not  deemed  desirable 
that  the  battery  should  advance  with  the  bri- 
gade, tho  batteries  of  other  brigades  on  our  left 
being  ordered  to  remain  in  position.  After  re- 
forming our  line,  a  division  was  moved  to  our 
right  (Cheatham's),  and  I  received  an  order  to 
move  up  to  tho  support  of  Polk's  brigade.  I 
formed  in  line  with  it,  threw  out  skirmishers, 
and  moved  to  the  right  a  half  mile.  Our  skir- 
mishers were  engaged  with  the  enemy  until 
nearly  sundown,  when,  General  Polk  having 
advanced  and  desiring  the  support  of  a  regiment, 
I  directed  Colonel  Lowry  to  go  to  his  support 
But  the  enemy  had  been  routed. 

In  conclusion,  it  may  be  stated  that  no  com- 
mand conducted  itself  with  more  spirit  or  deter- 
mination. By  subsequent  examination  of  the 
field,  it  was  observed  that  at  no  point  were  the 
enemy's  works  so  strong  as  in  our  front ;  and 
the  peculiar  formation  of  his  lines,  which,  owing 
to  tho  heavy  timber  and  under-growth,  could  not 
be  ascertained  by  any  effort  but  an  assault,  sub- 
jected tho  command  to  a  very  destructive  cross 
and  enfilading  fire  on  Sunday.  The  reports  of 
the  Colonels  and  commanders  of  batteries  and 
battalions  will  show  a  list  of  casualties.  The 
loss,  at  the  tirce,  m  Wis  tatouta,  \sffi&fcj-waL 
killed  on  the  fte\&,  a\x Ay\hAn& 
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wounded.  Many  have  died  since,  among  .them 
four  field  officers:  Major  McGaughey,  of  the 
Sixteenth  Alabama  regiment;  Major  Carr,  Thir- 
ty-second Mississippi ;  Major  Hankins,  Haukins' 
sharpshooters;  Major  Gibson,  Gibson's  bat- 
talion, attached  to  Thirty-third  Alabama  regi- 
ment These  officers,  of  the  same  rank,  were  all 
distinguished  by  former  services  on  the  field  of 
battle.  They  were  all  of  great  merit,  and  their 
loss  will  be  long  deeply  regretted  by  their  com- 
mands. For  further  particulars,  reference  is 
made  to  reports  of  commanders  of  regiments  and 
companies. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

8.  A.  M.  Wood, 

Brigad  ier-GenoraJ. 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  M.  A.  STOVALL. 

Headquarters  Stov  all's  Brtgaini, 

BBkCKBfRlDGK'S  DlYfelOX,  HlLl/S  CuRFS, 

Missionary  Ridok,  October  8, 1863. 


To  Major  James  Wilson,  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General: 

Major  :  I  liave  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  tho  part  taken  by  my  brigade 
in  the  action  of  Sunday,  the  twentieth  of  Sep- 
tember, 1863 : 

In  obedience  to  orders  from  headquarters 
Breckinridge's  division,  of  date  September  six- 
teen, 1863,  I  moved  from  my  position  on  the 
Alpine  road,  near  Lafayette,  Georgia,  on  the 
Catliu's  Gap  road,  at  or  near  tho  latter  place  on 
the  morning  of  tho  seventeenth.  Here  I  re- 
mained in  position  until  the  morning  of  the 
eighteenth,  when  I  was  ordered  to  proceed  on 
the  Crawfish  to  Chattanooga  road.  I  halted  at 
the  intersection  of  the  two  latter  for  about 
thirty  minutes,  when  I  marched  to  Pigeon  Ridge, 
near  Glass's  Mill  (stopping  and  forming  line 
of  battle  for  a  short  while,  in  tho  meantime),  and 
again  wont  into  position.  I  remained  at  this 
place  until  Saturday,  tho  nineteenth,  when  I  was 
again  moved  down  the  Chattanooga  road  to  Snow 
Hill.  Skirmishers  had  scarcely  Decn  deployed, 
and  tho  proper  dispositions  made,  when  I  was 
ordered  still  further  forward  in  a  north-easterly 
direction  to  the  battle-field  as  reinforcements  to 
the  right  of  our  line,  reported  then  to  be  hard 
pressed  by  tho  enemy.  This  move  did  not  com- 
mence until  five  o'clock  p.  m.  ;  hence  I  did  not 
.  get  into  position  until  Sunday,  the  twentieth  in- 
stant. Saturday  night,  the  nineteenth  instant, 
we  slept  on  the  edge  of  the  battle-field,  and 
moved  out  into  position  at  four  o'clock  a.  m.,  the 
next  (Sunday)  morning.  We  formed  a  line  of 
battle  at  sunrise,  this  division  being  on  the  ex- 
treme right  of  the  army — my  brigade  being  in 
the  centre  of  the  division,  and  between  the  bri- 
gades of  Brigadier-Generals  Adams  and  Helm 
respectively.  Skirmishers  —  twenty-five  men 
from  each  regiment — were  immediately  deploy- 
ed, under  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Badger, 
of  the  Fourth  Florida  regiment.  Subsequently, 
orders  were  received  to  advance  theAvrie  ftsaa 
deployed,  and  for  a  regiment  to  \>e  titt<roiitoT< 
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ward to  support  them.  In  obedience  feat}/ 
ordered  Colonel  Borden,  commanding  thefts! 
Florida  regiment,  to  take  oat  ha  ommiu 
the  support  required.  For  themumeniitt 
he  manoeuvred  it,  while  in  advance, Irani 

report  fraW 


fully  refer  to  the  accom[ 

Between  nine  and  ten  o'clock,  mjbrjpdew 
ordered  to  advance.   I  moved  out  in  good «k 
parallel  to  the  Chattanooga  road,  iboitiki 
mile,  not  without  first  encountering  two  £*M  | 
lines  of  the  enemy's  skirmishers  and  drin|  ! 
them  in.   Here  the  brigade  was  halted  wd$ 
a  flank  movement,  formed  nearly  perpwfcii 
to  its  former  position.   Thus  re-fonned,  iami 
forward,  and  had  not  gone  far  before  lew* 
tered  the  enemy  in  heavy  force  and  bm£ 
intrenched.   Here  the  battle  raged  fiercely,  i 
concentrated  fire  of  grape  and  emitter,  s* 
and  shell,  of  every  conceivable  chartdei,  w 
poured  into  us  from  the  front,  while  aw  at 
suffered  no  less  from  an  enfilading  fire  qij 
galling  and  severe.  Brigadier-General iwsn 
brigade,  having  encountered  the  enemy' alma* 
works,  was  unable  to  keep  up  the  aligss* 
which,  taken  with  the  fact  that  the  reaent* 
dered  to  our  support  failed  to  come  up,  ai^ 
further  fact  that  my  left,  as  well  as  myfrort.w 
thus  exposed,  the  brigade — in  fact, the  *Wi 
line — was  forced  to  retire.  Thetroopirf^ 
command  fell  back  simultaneously,  funaai* 
perfect  order,  not  exceeding  two  hundred |tt 
in  rear  of  the  position  for  which  theybloV 
lantly  contested.   From  this  position  I  mi  A 
further  retired  and  placed  in  position  ontifc* 
treme  right  of  the  division,  actrngasaaNWA 
to  the  command  of  Major-General  WilUamiLl 
Walker.  Here  I  remained  at  rest  for  a  few  hrti 
During  the  interval.  I  had  my  cartridge-houaA 
replenished,  my  command  remaining  quiet  mi 
four  o'clock  p.  m.   About  that  hour  I  was  ordcrai 
to  move  my  brigade  to  tho  extreme  right  of  t* 
line.   Again  formed  nearly  parallel  to  the  Chat- 
tanooga road.   This  latter  movement  wai  or- 
dered, that  we  might  form  part  of  a  support  to 
the  brigades  of  Brigadier-Generals  LidaeH  and 
Walthall.   They  were  soon  driven  in,  but 
afterwards  re-formed  and  thrown  forward  i  sec- 
ond time.   Just  at  this  juncture,  I  was  ordered 
to  advance.   Changing  my  direction  by  a  left  half 
wheel,  I  was  brought  to  the  enemy's  line.  Thii 
in  position,  I  commenced  the  charge.  My  bri- 
gade pressed  through  two  lines  of  our  o*v 
troops,  passed  over  the  enemy's  breastworka, 
and,  with  deafening  shouts  of  patriotic  end* 
siasm,  pursued  the  foe  to  the  Chattanooga  road, 
where,  in  obedience  to  orders,  I  halted,  night 
putting  an  end  to  the  conflict. 

I  respectfully  refer  to  the  accompanying  state- 
ment, marked  ,  showing  the  regiment,  name, 

and  rank  of  everv  officer  and  soldier  kObd, 
wounded,  and  missing ;  also  the  character  of  the 
wounds. 

I  am  much  indebted  to  Colonel  Dihrorth.  Fiat 
and  Third  Florida;  Colonel  Borden,  Fourth 
lYonft&A  \A^\«MMaXiC^QK^  ^ay,,  Sixtieth  North 
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their  respective  commands  with 
pnent  Also,  to  Captain  Weaver, 
i  to  the  command  of  the  Sixtieth 
a  after  its  Colonel  was  disabled. 
1  Whitehead,  my  Assistant  Adju- 
Lieutenant  A.  J.  Hanson,  and  Cap- 
^who  was  severely  wounded  in 
displayed  great  coolness  and  dar- 
i  conflict,  and  to  them  I  am  much 
duable  services  rendered ;  also,  to 
Dunham,  Ordnance  Officer,  for  the 
anifested  in  the  discharge  of  the 
esponsible  office, 
onor  to  be,  respectfully, 
ur  obedient  servant, 

M.  A.  Stovall, 

Brigadier-General 
UGADIER-GENERAL  GEORGE  MANET. 

ZADQUARTSRS  MaWKT'S  BRIGLIDB,  ) 
R  GHATTA5000A,  TRfmBSEt,  Oct  6, 1863.  J 

D.  Porter,  Assistant  Adjutantr 

y  submit  the  following  report  of 
by  my  command  in  the  battle  of 
h  ana  twentieth  instant,  near 
>eek : 

i  was  composed  of  the  Fourth 
imont,  Colonel  James  A.  McMur- 
rig ;  the  Sixth  and  Ninth  Tenncs- 
(consolidated),  Colonel  George  C. 
iding ;  the  First  and  Twenty-scv- 
3e  regiments  (consolidated),  Col- 
:ld  commanding;  Maney's  battal- 
►ters,  Major  Frank  Maney  com- 
a  field  battery  of  four  twelve- 
leon  guns,  under  the  command  of 
at  William  B.  Turner, 
d  crossed  Chickamauga  Creok  at 
n  the  morning  of  the  nineteenth 
i,  after  proceeding  in  a  northern 
it  two  miles  bv  the  flank,  was 
)  of  battle.  I  nere  met  General 
land,  which  was  being  re-formed, 
een,  as  I  understood,  severely  cn- 
)erior  numbers.  Passing  forward 
nd  towards  the  engagement  then 
^ hich  seemed  to  have  been  taken 
>s  in  advance  of  me,  I  was,  after 
erable  halts,  ordered  to  enter  the 
sving  Jackson's  brigade — my  in- 
he  time,  being  that  StrahTs  bri- 
in  line  on  my  left.  The  position 
me  as  the  one  at  which  I  was  to 
m's  command,  was  a  ridge  well 
9  the  right  half  of  my  command 
m  the  centre,  to  my  left,  the  timber 
approach  had  been  newly  foiled 
some,  difficulty  to  easy  passage 
tension  to  my  left,  there  was  an 
— a  narrow  strip  of  woodland  in- 
y  line  commenced  engaging  in- 
iching  the  top  of  the  ridge  de- 
i  a  few  moments  afterwards  I  was 
.  messenger  from  General  Forrest 
nothing  on  the  right  bat  his  cav- 
il 28 


airy,  and  that  he  was  unable  to  sustain  himself 
against  the  strong  force  of  the  enemy  which  was 
pressing  him.  StrahTs  brigade  was  not  at  this 
moment  in  line  with  me  on  the  left,  it  having, 
as  I  afterwards  learned,  become  earlier  engaged 
and  fallen  back  to  re-form.  My  own  line  num- 
bered less  than  one  thousand  guns.  My  bat- 
tery was  just  in  rear  of  my  centre,  but  the 
ground  was  not  favorable  to  its  advantageous 
engagement  About  three  hundred  yards  in  my 
rear  there  was  a  hill-top  in  open  woods — a  most 
favorable  position  in  many  particulars  for  a  bat- 
tery. Lieutenant  Turner  was  ordered  to  leave 
one  piece  in  position,  to  be  used  in  any  emer- 
gency which  might  arise,  and  retire  the  remain- 
ing three  to  this  hill-top,  and  there  take  posi- 
tion and  await  further  orders.  Some  moments 
after  this  I  heard  a  battery  open  in  rear  of.  the 
right  of  my  line,  and  hastening  to  it  I  found  that 
Forrest  had  been  forced  in  on  my  right  Gen- 
eral Forrest,  in  person,  was  with  the  battery, 
which  was  firing  obliquely  to  the  front  and  right, 
and,  as  I  thought,  too  much  in  range  with  two 
companies  of  my  right  regiment,  which  had  been 
thrown  out  as  flankers  to  this  part  of  my  line. 
General  Forrest  was  apprised  of  this  fact  and 
requested  to  oblique  his  guns  more  to  the  right, 
which  he  did  and  continued  firing,  as  he  in- 
formed me  the  enemy  was  certainly  approaching 
in  force  from  that  direction.  The  firing  was  now 
constant  along  my  entire  front,  and  the  enemy's 
indicated  that  his  line  extended  far  beyond  my 
left  Forrest's  battery  was  some  protection  to  my 
right  flank,  and  my  single  Napoleon,  while  it 
could  not  fire  with  any  effect  over  the  ridge  in 
front,  was  in  position  to  rake  the  open  field  to 
the  left  and  rear  of  my  line,  and  to  this  extent  pre- 
vented the  enemy's  coming  behind  us,  unless  it 
should  first  be  driven  off  by  sharpshooters, 
lodged  on  the  ridge-top,  under  cover  of  the 
woods  between  my  line  and  the  field.  The  ac- 
tion increased  in  fury,  especially  on  the  left,  and 
I  was  soon  convinced  that  my  command  was 
greatly  overmatched  in  numbers.  A  staff  officer 
was  sent  with  this  information  to  the  division. 
Genera],  and  another  to  my  left  and  rear  in. 
search  of  General  Strahl,  with  tho  request  for. 
him  to  move  up  in  line  with  me  on  the  left. 
Passing  myself  to  the  ridge-top  to  the  left  of  my 
line,  I  discovered  the  enemy  but  a  short  diih- 
tance  -from  my  left,  advancing  by  the  flank 
boldlv,  and  evidently  with  the  purpose  of  pass- 
ing through  this  skirt  of  woods  at  right  angles 
with  my  line,  and  thus  gain  my  rear  and  centre 
of  my  left  flank.  The  emergency  was  critical, 
and,  being  without  a  staff  officer  I  hastened 
in  person  to  Goneral  Strahl,  who  I  found  had 
received  my  message  and  was  aligning  for  an 
advance.  To  avoid  delay,  I  asked  him  to  move 
forward  a  single  regiment  to  hold  the  interval 
between  my  left  ana  the  open  field,  and  he  or- 
dered his  right  regiment,  Colonel  Walker's,  and 
perhaps  another,  to  advance  immediately.  This 
force  made  a  gallant  drive  forward,  and  the 
enemy  gave  way  before  tkem.  I  taii,^Nsv& 
time,  received      otAqc  to^\»*&*^\ssix&\fc"- 
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bind  Smith's  brigade,  which  was  in  line  with 
my  guns  on  ther  hill-top  in  the  rear.  My  line 
was  retired  in  as  good  order  as  its  shattered 
condition  would  admit  of.  Before  reaching 
Smith's  line,  I  was  instructed  to  continue  my  in- 
fantry back  to  the  ordnance  wagons  for  a  sup- 
ply of  ammunition.  The  ammunition  replenish- 
ed, my  command  again  moved  forward  and  bi- 
vouacked for  the  night  jn  line  with  and  on  the 
left  of  the  division,  without  further  engage- 
ment of  my  infantry  for  the  day. 

My  advanced  gun,  under  the  immediate  com- 
mand and  efficient  management  of  First  Lieu- 
tenant Smith,  after  covering  the  retiring  line 
with  several  well-directed  shots  at  short  range, 
was  withdrawn  to  the  hill-top  and  took  position 
with  the  other  three — the  battery,  by  order  of 
the  division  General,  being  retained  there  with 
the  line  formed  to  check  the  enemy's  advance. 
The  service  it  here  rendered  in  checking  and 
driving  back  the  enemy's  advancing  line  did 
not  occur  under  my  immediate  eye,  but  is  re- 
ported as  brilliant  and  decisive.  The  enemy, 
pressing  forward  on  what  he  deemed  our  yield- 
ing lines,  was  met  by  shot  and  shell,  and  then 
double  charges  of  canister  belched  in  quick  suc- 
cession from  four  as  good  guns  and,  in  my  judg- 
ment, as  gallantly  and  efficiently  manned  and 
served  as  any  our  service  can  boast  Three 
times  his  lines  were  broken  and  shattered  before 
their  deadly  discharges,  and  finally  he  aban- 
doned, in  disordered  rout,  all  efforts  to  capture 
them.  The  excellent  conduct  of  Lieutenant 
Turner  and  his  gallant  officers  and  men  on  this 
occasion  was  but  a  repetition  of  their  services 
on  the  fields  of  Perryville  and  Murfreesboro. 

The  active  engagement  of  my  command  on 
Saturday  was  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour 
in  duration  and  extremely  severe.  Besides 
being  opposed  on  all  parts  by  largely  superior 
numbers,  two  of  the  enemy's  batteries  were 
actively  served  against  it  obliquely  from  the 
right  and  left,  and  ranging  principally  from  the 
centre  to  the  left  of  my  lines.  The  loss  in  this 
engagement  was  heavy,  including  some  of  the 
most  valuable  officers  of  my  command.  Colonel 
McMurray,  a  gentleman  of  the  noblest  qualities 
and  an  officer  of  fine  abilities  and  great  gallan- 
try, received  a  wound  in  the  thickest  of  the 
fight,  from  which  he  has  since  died,  and  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Lewis  and  Major  Bradshaw,  of 
the  same  regiment,  both  officers  of  great  merit, 
were,  in  quick  succession,  severely  wounded  in 
the  gallant  discharge  of  their  duties. 

In  Turner's  battery  the  loss  of  officers  was 
two  of  the  four — First-Lieutenant  Smith  severe- 
ly wounded,  and  Second  Lieutenant  Ingraham 
killed.  Both  these  officers  displayed  great  gal- 
lantry. While  the  behavior  of  my  entire  fine 
was  of  a  character  so  entirely  satisfactory  and 
commendable  as  to  forbid  the  claim  of  superior- 
ity in  conduct  of  any  one  part  over  another,  the 
extreme  left,  held  bv  the  Sixth  and  Ninth  regi- 
ments (consolidated),  was  most  exposed,  and  ^, 
the  chances  of  the  day  demanded  of  lOnia  n^-Xt 
etran  command  a  bloody  sacrifice.  It,  \a  «OLNasfc 
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just  tribute  to  say  the  demand  was  met  brftsi 
as  became  heroes  in  many  battles.  This  ks 
in  killed  and  wounded  was  over  half  tbirss> 
ber  engaged,  including  among  the  latter  Jap 
Wilder  and  many  other  officers  of  eniaj 
merit. 

On  Sunday,  the  twentieth,  my  conaa»ja> 
mained  in  line  of  battle,  with  the  other  U 
gades  of  the  division,  where  it  had  braoaxsJ 
the  night  before,  some  half  a  mile  to  theleftaf 
the  position  of  my  previous  days  engarssst 
until  about  two  o'clock  p.  m.,  when  I  wMonasJ 
to  move  by  the  right  flank  about  the  disaaostsf 
a  mile,  when  I  was  halted  for  a  conuknlh 
time,  receiving,  in  this  position, "tome  Ada; 
but  sustaining  but  small  loss.  Lite  in  rae*v> 
noon  I  was  ordered  into  line  with  other  a> 
gades  of  the  division  for  a  general  movents 
I  understood,  against  the  enemy'i  main  posSs 
near  the  Chattanooga  road.  There  wai  ti  fti 
time  sharp  firing  obliquely  to  my  front  and  ia\ 
and  about  the  time  I  was  in  line  Brigadiers* 
end  Polk,  of  Cleburne's  division,  came  np,aV 
ing  for  assistance,  and  stating  that  hiscossd 
had  gained  a  portion  of  the  enemy*!  lis* 
works,  but  was  engaged  in  front  triMs* 
port  on  either  flank,  adding  that  if  1  ™ 
advance  it  would  relieve  him.  I  did  notfctU 
liberty  to  detach  myself  without  iistneasi 
from  my  division  commander,  but  at  fmss» 
ment  discovering  General  Cheatham  a  awtfr 
tance  to  my  right,  I  proceeded  to  him  iss* 
ately  and  gave Trim  the  information  just  WW* 
from  General  Polk,  when  I  was  ordered  top* 
his  assistance.   On  my  return  General  rNftw 
not  present  to  advise  me  of  the  precise  yti* 
of  his  command,  he  having,  I  snppo^s* 
meantime  rejoined  it;  but  remembera?" 
remark,  that  I  would  relieve  him  by  adTsasj, 
I  moved  directly  forward.    This  mows* 
brought  me  into  action,  I  think,  some  tw « 
three  hundred  yards  to  his  right  The  oris* 
advance  was  received  bv  my  entire  line  wiaa 
enthusiasm  plainly  telling  that  their  valor  w 
more  stimulated  than  abated  by  their  eerti 
suffering  of  the  previous  day.   My  liue  u 
soon  engaged,  but  the  force  in  front  yielded  wk 
were  driven  rapidly  back.  A  fire  was,  hovers, 
opened  on  my  left  flank,  but  the  giving  way  & 
the  enemy  in  front,  and  the  continued  nasi 
advance  of  my  line  caused  this  to  cease,  avi 
the  enemy  delivering  it  quickly  abandoned  as 
position  on  my  left,  under  the  impression,  ai 
prisoners  stated  to  me,  that  our  movuaeai 
would  gain  his  rear.   As  soon  as  the  firing 
ceased  I  commenced  re-forming  my  line,  wain 
had  become  considerably  disordered  by  mi 
rapid  movement  through  thick  woods  and  m> 
der-growth.  Before  this  was  done  I  was  ioiasd 
by  Wright* s  brigade,  which  came  forward  after 
me.   It  was  now  some  time  after  sunset,  asi 
almost  entirely  dark  in  the  thick  woods,  fttf- 
mishers  and  small  parties  thrown  forward  for 
observation  reported  no  enemy  in  front  between 
ictft  V^tabttaxuK^B*.  tomL  General  Breck- 
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ssing  in  rear  of  and  almost  at  right 
t  my  line.  Under  these  circum- 
to  avoid  the  danger  of  collision  with 
>ops  in  the  darkness,  I  sent  a  staff 
ivise  the  division  General  of  the 
f  movement,  with  the  information 
alted  for  further  orders.  My  staff 
ned,  reporting  that  ho  did  not  find 
atham,  but  had  delivered  ray  report 
it-General  Polk,  who  directed  that  I 
in  where  I  was.  I  then  bivouacked 
t  in  the  enemy's  breastworks,  where, 
d,  had  been  the  main  position  of 
*ps.  My  loss  in  this  engagement 
ompared  with  that  of  the  previous 

ay,  at  two  o'clock  p.  m.,  the  enemy 
doned  the  field  and.  during  the  pre- 
it,  withdrawn  to  Chattanooga,  our 
lenced  toward  that  point   We  biv- 

the  night  on  Chickamauga  Greek, 
miles  from  the  battle-field, 
sday  morning  we  resumed  the  march, 
road  leading  from  Chickamauga  Sta- 
ianooga,  about  one  mile  and  a  half 
rionary  Ridge.  Advancing  by  this 
s  ascertained  the  enemy  occupied 
id,  after  a  short  halt,  for  tlje  purpose 
tring,  my  brigade,  being  in  front, 
d  by  Major-General  Cheatham  to 

from  and  take  possession  of  the 
line  was  formed  on  the  right  of  the 
operly  sustained  with  skirmishers, 
dispositions  my  command  was  ad- 

0  the  attack,  and  after  a  spirited 
of  a  few  moments  the  enemy  was 

the  ridge  top  was  in  our  possession, 
this  amir  was  eighteen  killed  and 

all  the  trials  and  dangers  incident  to 

1  this  memorable  battle,  the  conduct 
land  was  such  as  might  have  been 
f  intelligent  and  patriotic  veterans. 
\  had  been  thinned  on  many  other 
11  were  eager  here  to  strike  for  the 
ugh  there  was  no  death,  no  suffering 
i,  but  only  their  cause  to  serve, 
proper,  in  addition  to  those  whose 
ct  has  been  mentioned  in  connection 
pounds,  to  express  my  thanks  to  Col- 
:  and  Field,  commanding  regiments, 
aociate  field  officers,  Lieutenant-Col- 
,  Lieutenant-Colonel  House  and  Major 
leir  zealous  and  efficient  aid  through- 
gagemont  Also  to  Major  Maney, 
5  battalion  of  sharpshooters,  and 
stwick,  of  the  Seventh  Tennessee 
ffho  commanded  the  regiment  with 
id  ability  after  the  fall  of  all  its  field 
lieutenant  Turner,  commanding  bat- 
es especial  notice  for  the  effective 
e  maimer  in  which  his  battery  was 
1  and  served.  I  also  mention  Lieu- 
ry,  of  the  battery,  for  his  gallant  and 
ndnct  My  staff— Captain  Porter, 
djutanUQeneral /  Lieutenant  House, 


Aid-de-Camp,  and  Lieutenant  Ruble,  Assistant 
Adjutantand  Inspector-General — have  my  thanks 
for  their  courage  and  great  assistance  through- 
out the  engagement  Private  William  Whitt- 
homo,  for  the  time  disabled,  by  a  wound  received 
in  a  former  action,  from  carrying  his  musket, 
tendered  his  services,  and  I  must  commend  his 
intelligence  and  gallantry  in  conveying  my  orders 
to  different  parts  of  the  field. 

Lists  of  casualties  in  my  command  have  been 
furnished.    Reports  of  battalion  commanders 
herewith  filed,  are  referred  to  for  particulars  and 
for  instances  of  gallantry  in  their  commands. 
Very  respectfully, 

George  Maney, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding. 
REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  0.  F.  STRAHL. 

HSADQCARRRB  SRAHL'S  BRIGAM,  \ 

MnaoniBY  RfDGK,  September  80,  1868.  J 

Major  James  D.  Porter,  Jr.,  Assistant  Adjutant- 

General  Cheatham's  Division : 

Sir  :  On  the  morning  of  the  nineteenth  instant, 
my  brigade,  composed  of  the  Fourth  and  Fifth, 
Nineteenth,  Twenty-fourth,  Thirty-first  and  Thir- 
ty-third Tennessee  regiments,  and  Captain  Stan- 
ford's rifle  battery,  moved  by  the  right  flank,  in 
compliance  with  orders  from  division  head- 
quarters, and  crossed  Chickamauga  Creek  about 
three  miles  below  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill.  From 
this  point,  and  about  the  middle  of  the  day,  we 
moved  rapidly  to  the  right  about  two  miles, 
where  we  halted  and  formed  in  line  of  battle  im- 
mediately on  the  left  of  General  Maney's  brigade. 
About  one  o'clock  p.  m.,  I  received  an  order  from 
General  Cheatham  to  move  forward,  which  I  did, 
and  took  a  position  immediately  in  rear  of  Gen- 
eral Smith's  brigade,  which  was  at  that  time 
hotly  engaged  with  the  enemy,  and  some  two 
hundred  yards  in  front  of  the  position  I  had 
taken. 

Shortly  after  taking  this  position,  General 
Smith  sent  me  word  that  he  was  about  to  bo 
driven  back,  and  wished  me  to  come  to  his  sup- 
port, which  I  did  at  once,  moving  forward  over 
his  line  to  a  small  elevation  some  two  hundred 
and  fifty  yards  in  his  front,  entirely  relieving 
him,  and  engaging  the  enemy.  In  a  short  time 
after  thus  engaging  the  enemy,  General  Smith 
rode  up  to  me,  and  told  mo  that  my  left  flank 
was  still  in  rear  of  General  Wright,  and  that  my 
right  flank  was  not  supported  by  any  one,  and 
that  I  waB  in  a  position  to  be  flanked  by  the  ene- 
my on  my  right,  unless  I  immediately  moved  in 
that  direction.  Discovering,  however,  that  Gen- 
eral Wright  had  retired,  and  that  none  of  our 
troops  were  in  my  front,  and  knowing  the  great 
danger  of  attempting  a  flank  movement  in  the 
presence  and  under  the  fire  of  an  enemy,  and 
expecting  General  Maney  to  come  up  on  my 
right,  I  did  not  move  in  that  direction  until  Gen- 
eral Smith  rode  up  to  me  a  second  time,  and  told 
me  that  General  Cheatham  directed  that  I  should 
close  the  gap  between  myself  and  General  Jack- 
son, by  moving  to  the,  TieYft.  -  l^aea  roM&ata^ 
that  General  Maney  tad  Wsa.  <k&sh&  <ta*rc\ttscfe<t 
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and  I,  therefore,  immediately  gave  orders  to 
move  to  the  right,  but  had  hardly  commenced 
the  movement  before  the  enemy  met  the  front  of 
my  column  with  a  murderous  and  destructive 
fire,  enfilading  nearly  the  whole  of  my  line,  and 


moving  in  such  a  direction  as  soon  tobekfe 
rear  of  my  right,  if  I  attempted  to  hold  tkepi 
tion  I  then  had. 

The  position  of  the  two  lines  wen  abNfcqj 
is  shown  by  the  following  diagram: 


Yankee  Line. 


JSebel  Line. 


Therefore,  not  knowing  whether  I  was  to  re- 
ceive support  on  my  right,  and  having  no  time 
for  delay,  I  immediately  gave  orders  for  my  line 
to  retire,  and  at  once  moved  back  to  a  position 
where  I  hoped  to  bo  able  to  prevent  the  encmv 
from  flanking  me.  I  gained  this  position  with 
my  left  in  good  order,  my  right  being  thrown 
into  confusion  by  the  heavy  fire  they  were  re- 
ceiving, both  from  the  front  and  on  their  flank. 
The  officers,  however,  all  acted  with  great  gal- 
lantry and  coolness,  and  immediately  rained 
their  men  as  soon  as  they  arrived  at  positions 
where  they  could  do  so  and  not  be  in  immediate 
danger  of  being  flanked.  In  this  movement  we 
were  compelled  to  leave  most  of  our  men  killed 
and  wounded  on  the  field,  some  of  which  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Our  loss  whilst 
placed  in  this  unfortunate  position  was  near  two 
hundred,  and  among  that  number  some  very 
valuable  and  gallant  officers. 

Most  of  the  field  officers  on  my  right  were 
dismounted  by  having  their  horses  shot  from 
under  them,  and  Major  Heiskell,  of  the  Nine- 
teenth Tennessee  regiment,  a  very  gallant  officer, 
was  severely  wounded  in  the  foot 

During  this  short  encounter  with  the  enemy 
the  Nineteenth  Tennessee  regiment  was  on  my 
right,  and  was  therefore  much  more  exposed, 
an.d  consequently  met  with  a  much  heavier  loss 
than  any  other  in  the  brigade.  But  its  field 
officers,  Colonel  F.  M.  Walker  and  Lieutenants 
Colonel  8.  F.  Moore,  acted  with  such  coolness 
and  gallantry  that  they  inspired  their  men  with 
courage  and  confidence,  and  prevented  that  de- 
moralization which  might  have  been  expected 
under  such  trying  circumstances. 

It  was  now,  while  engaged  in  re-forming  my 
line,  that  General  Maney  came  up  and  pressed 
the  enemy  back  for  some  distance  on  my  right, 
and  soon  became  hotly  engaged.  As  soon  as  my 
line  was  re-formed  I  moved  forward  to  his  sup- 
port, and  arrived  on  a  line  with  his  left  just  in 
time  to  meet  the  enemy,  who  were  advancing 
rapidly  and  pressing  his  line  back.  My  three 
regiments,  the  Nineteenth,  Thirty-first,  and  Thir- 
ty-third, were  thrown  forward  in  advance  of  the 
left  of  my  brigade  and  took  possession  of  a 
small  skirt  of  woods,  which  they  held  until  tha 


fire,  when  I  again  ordered  them  to  retire  toll 
position  where  they  had  first  rallied,  in  orivJg 
prevent  the  enemy  frdm  swinging  aroniaf 
right  and  thus  getting  in  my  rear.  Ttal» 
formed  my  whole  line,  but  learning  that  Gml 
Smith's  brigade  was  in  line  just  on  mr  right 
but  a  short  distance  in  my  rear,  and  being  A 1 
out  support  on  either  flank,  I  deemed  ititi| 
ble  to  move  back  and  form  on  him;  which  1$ 
and  remained  in  this  position  until  dufc. 

While  in  this  position,  my  battery, comnaM 
by  Captain  T.  P.  Stanford,  for  the  fintfa 
opened  upon  the  enemy  and  shelled  meafci 
short  time,  but  with  what  effect  I  conH  Htli 
The  ground  over  which  we  had  been  Wl 
during  the  afternoon  was  of  such  a  natmell 
it  would  not  admit  of  the  use  of  irtiBoiBl 
especially  of  a  rifle  battery ;  therefore  1 « 
compelled  to  meet  every  advance  of  theenflf 
with  my  infantry  alone,  although  their  beta* 
were  playing  on  me  the  whole  time.inditt 
positions  that  made  their  fire  very  eflectin.  1| 
battery,  however,  was  at  all  tunes  iiiuiwdntw 
in  my  rear,  and  ready,  at  a  moment's  notig* 
go  into  position  had  an  opportunity  oW 
where  it  could  have  been  used  with  efiecl 

About  dark  General  Deshler's  brigade,  «w 
was  then  in  my  rear,  was  ordered  to  tb*&4 


up  with  his  line,  which  was  an  old 
near  where  we  had  been  engaged  during 
afternoon.   Here  we  bivouacked  for  the 
in  line  of  battle. 

During  the  night  our  infirmary  corps  brad 
off  many  of  our  killed  and  wounded  tnat  went 
left  on  the  field. 

The  next  morning  we  were  held  in  this  pi 
tion  until  noon  or  later,  when  we  moved  by  i 
right  flank  to  the  extreme  right  of  the  anay,i 
was  then  moved  forward  and  placed  in  pw 
immediately  in  rear  of  General  Liddefl  •  « 
mand,  and  there  remained  until  the  morning 
the  twenty-first,  when  I  formed  on  the  right 
General  Liddell  and  sent  forward  skirnnsi 
some  two  miles  and*a  half,  bat  without  disc 


OUMftU  OUlk  VI     WVAIUD,  1TIUVU    WLTOJ  UUWl  VLKO  \  www  uutn  ««u«i    MM! I,  MUI  W1UMHUUH 

line  on  their  right  bad  fallen  Wkfto  fat  \  etva^  udl  «msskj  ,  *  fere  etaqrler%  « 
they  were  again  exposed  to  a  severe  *T£ta\\B&\  ^axtwAgt^  nt^ctqX, T^Vrn^ ^wwhswiN 
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>  whole  engagement  my  command 
antinually  within  range  of  the  ene- 
,  and,  at  times,  suffered  severely 

nee  Officer,  Lieutenant  Winston, 
fter  the  engagement,  collected  and 
the  held  one  thousand  stand  of 

all  squads  of  prisoners  were  taken 
md  sent  to  the  rear,  but  without 
}f  their  number. 

.ny  and  field  officers,  as  a  general 
ted  themselves  with  great  gallantry 
and  discharged  their  duties  in  such 
to  reflect  much  credit  upon  them- 
eir  commands.  The  privates  in  the 
ual,  displayed  that  noble  courage 
uthcrn  soldiers  have  ever  been  dis- 

fficers,  Captain  J.  W.  Johnson,  A. 
iieutenant  John  S.  Chapman,  A.  A. 
red  me  very  efficient  service  on 
d  during  the  whole  engagement 

zeal  and  energy  in  the  discharge 
ies  that  was  truly  commendable, 
ady  forwarded  to  you  a  list  of  the 

this  brigade,  showing  the  name, 
>mand  of  .the  officers  and  men  killed, 
1  missing  during  the  engagement 
ihows  our  loss  in  killed  to  be  nine- 
led,  two  hundred  and  three,  and 
nty-eight — making  the  whole  loss 
the  brigade  two  hundred  and  fifty, 
nen. 

le  missinghave  since  been  heard  of 
and  in  me  hands  of  the  enemy, 
wounded  men  are  but  slightly  in- 
ill  soon  be  able  to  ioin  their  com- 
iiere  are  many  noble  spirits  who 
turn ;  and  while  we  have  to  mourn 
our  gallant  dead,  and  sympathize 
ho  are  suffering  from  their  wounds, 
>t  but  rejoice  that  the  tide  of  in- 
jt  once,  been  hurled  back,  and  that 
3ur  gallant  and  victorious  soldiers 
ed  towards  their  homes,  and  that  a 
onquerable  spirit  has  been  aroused 
►ur  whole  army, 
lespectfully  submitted, 

0.  F.  Strahl, 

Brigadier-General 
'  BMQAIMER-OENERAL  If.  J.  WRIGHT. 

Wright's  Brigade,  Chkatbjuc'b  Dmooit, 
Pout's  Oom,  Aemt  op  Tkvxbskx, 

la  thb  Food,  October  0, 1883. 

9  D.  Porter,  Assistant 
'heatham's  Division: 
have  the  honor  to  make  the  follow- 
>f  the  operations  of  my  brigade  in 
r  Chickamauga,  on  the  nineteenth 
a  ultimo : 

ay,  nineteenth  ultimo,  at  half-past 
jl.  m.,  I  was  ordered  by  Major-Gen- 
s  to  advance  and  cross  the  Chicka- 
rd  known  as  Ford,  follow- 


} 

Adjutant- 


ing  immediately  after  Brigadier-General  Preston 
Smith's  brigade,  and  followed  by  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral George  Maney'e  brigade.  Immediately  after 
we  crossed  the  ford  heavy  firing  commenced  in 
our  front,  which  was  ascertained  to  be  an  en- 
gagement between  the  reserve  division  of  Major- 
General  Walker  and  the  enemy,  who  was  in 
heavy  force  and  was  pressing  Walker  hotly  with 
his  largely  superior  numbers.  My  brigade,  after 
crossing,  was  formed  in  line  of  battle  in  a  field, 
in  the  rear  of  Brigadier-General  Smith.  I  was 
ordered  to  follow  immediately  in  the  rear  of 
Smi  th  when  be  moved.  In  an  hour  Smith  moved 
in  the  direction  of  the  battle-field,  and  we  fol- 
lowed closelv  in  his  rear.  After  moving  into  a 
wood  in  a  direction  inclining  down  the  Chicka- 
mauga, another  halt  was  made  of  half  an  hour, 
when  I  received  an  order  from  General  Cheat- 
ham to  form  in  line  of  battle,  and  moved  forward 
in  a  direction  nearly  at  right  angles  to  the  road 
along  which  we  wore  posted,  with  that  brave 
and  accomplished  officer,  General  Preston  Smith, 
still  on  my  right.  Maney  being  in  my  rear  in 
the  line  of  march,  1  supposed  that  he  would 
be  ordered  up  to  the  left.  Indeed,  in  the  act  of 
executing  the  forward  movement  in  line  of 
battle,  I  was  informed  by  General  Smith  that 
we  were  a  supporting  force  to  Major-General 
Walker,  who  was  supposed  to  be  in  our  front 
My  brigade  is  composed  of  the  following  regi- 
ments, which  moved  in  line,  from  right  to 
left,  in  the  order  named :  Sixteenth  Tennessee 
regiment,  Colonel  D.  M.  Donnell  command- 
ing ;  Eighth  Tennessee  regiment  Colonel  John 
H.  Anderson  commanding ;  Fifty-first  and 
Fifty-second  Tennessee  regiments,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  John  G.  Hall  commanding ;  Twenty- 
eight  Tennessee  regiment,  Colonel  S.  S.  Stan- 
ton commanding;  Thirty-eighth  Tennessee 
regiment  and  Murray's  Tennessee  battalion, 
Colonel  John  C.  Carter  commanding,  with  the 
battery  of  light  artillery  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain Wm.  W.  Carnes.  The  men  moved  up  in 
splendid  style,  obeying  all  orders  with  the 
alacrity  and  precision  which  is  their  habit 
on  parade.  With  the  information  I  had  re- 
ceived, believing  Major-General  Walker  in  our 
front,  I  had  directed  each  regiment  to  throw 
out  skirmishers,  and  thus  guard  against  the  too 
frequent  and  often  criminal  folly  of  pouring  a 
fire  in  the  rear  of  our  own  comrades  in  arms 
when  engaged  against  a  foe  in  front  This 
order  I  immediately  countermanded  when  it  be- 
came quite  evident  that  a  most  galling  fire  had 
been  opened  by  the  enemy's  batteries  and  in- 
fantry upon  my  right  flank  and  a  portion  of  the 
centre.  This  fire  continued  for  some  minutes 
before  the  left  flank  was  engaged,  and  was  the 
result  of  my  line  of  battle  being  advanced  ob- 
liquely towards  the  right,  instead  of  being  par- 
allel to  the  enemy's  line.  It  was  certainly  aue, 
also,  somewhat  to  the  fact  that  the  Sixteenth  and 
Eighth  Tennessee  regiments,  extending  their  line 
into  a  corn  field  in  open  view  of  the  enemy, 
whose  position  waa  qqt&&&\^l  Vj  >anft*x 
undergrowth,  were.  com^^A  \a  *ita«s&fe 


the  left  by  the  brigades  both  of  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Maney  and  Brigadier-general  Strahl.  My 
position  was  near  the  foot  of  a  declivity,  gently 
rising  towards  the  left  and  presenting  on  that 
flank  the  highest  ground  on  our  line,  and  there- 
fore the  best  position  for  artillery ;  while  that  of 
the  enemy  was  on  an  eminence  rising  from  the 
drain  or  low  ground  just  in  our  front,  many  feet 
above  ours,  and  protected  by  works  probably 
thrown  up  the  previous  night. 

Immediately  after  the  enemy's  fire  was  opened, 
I  dispatched  tho  order  to  commence  firing  to 
each  of  tho  commanding  officers  of  regiments, 
which  was  executed  promptly,  and  with  coolness 
and  precision.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the 
effect  of  our  firing  upon  the  enemy  was  terrific, 
from  the  report  of  a  wounded  officer,  who  fell 
into  tho  hands  of  tho  enemy  and  subsequently 
escaped,  and  from  a  careful  survey  of  the  battle- 
ground by  somo  of  the  men  after  the  action. 

The  enemy  opened  upon  us  a  cross  fire  of  two 
batteries,  and  a  concentrated  shower  of  musket 
shot  from  a  greatly  superior  force,  their  lino  ex- 
tending the  full  length  of  a  brigade  beyond  my 
unsupported  left  Our  men  met  the  terrible  fire 
which  was  hurled  upon  them,  with  constancy, 
coolness,  and  undaunted  courage1,  bearing  the, 
shock  like  veterans,  and  not  perceptibly  waver- 
ing beneath  its  severity,  and  returning  shot  for 
shot,  as  far  as  their  inferiority  of  numbers  would 
allow. 

After  sustaining  this  fire  for  three  hours  and  a 
half,  from  twelve  m.  to  three  and  a  half  p.  m.,  see- 
ing that  Brigadier  General  Smith,  immediately  on 
my  right,  had  withdrawn  from  the  field,  and  learn- 
ing from  some  of  my  officers  that  their  ammu- 
nition was  nearly  exhausted,  I  determined  to 
order  the  brigade  to  retire.   Before,  however,  I 


orders  to  retire,  narrowly  escaping  i 
gallantly  standing  at  their  posts  until 
nicut  Second  Lieutenant  Van  Tk 
died  at  his  post 

After  retiring  from  the  field  1 1 
patched  a  staff  officer  to  Mtjor-G< 
nam,  advising  him  of  the  position  of 
and  informing  him  of  the  fact  that 
nition  was  nearly  exhausted,  which  w 
supplied. 

After  five  o'clock  p.  m.,  the  brigid 
ordered  to  take  position  about  to 
yards  to  the  right  of  the  ground  a 
had  fought  the  enemy.  Major-Genen 
division  and  Smith's  brigade,  of  & 
Cheatham's  division,  at  about  six  c 
on  our  immediate  right,  made  a  moff 
successful  movement  upon  the  enco 
but  my  brigade  was  not  ordered  b 
in  the  glorious  charge  which  cost 
many  brave  patriots,  and  among  th< 
General  Preston  Smith. 

Having  bivouacked  at  this  posi1 
day  night,  on  Sunday  morning,  a 
was  again  formed  and  field  steac 
hours  under  a  most  harassing  f 
enemy's  batteries.  One  man  of 
Tennessee  regiment  was  severely 
a  round  shot.  About  one  o'clo 
ordered  to  move  the  brigade  arou 
of  our  position,  following  Maney 
the  right  flank.  About  six  o'cto 
being  on  our  left,  I  was  ordered 
movements  in  line  of  battle. 
Walker's  division  and  Brigadiei 
son's  brigade,  of  Cheatham's  < 
already  engaged  fiercely  in  assail 
position  of  the  enemy,  at  whicl 
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Aai  seemed  suspended  upon  a  moment's 
The  shouts  of  our  gallant  patriots  pre- 

  success?  and  every  eye  was  lighted  with 

Xo&ory.    It  came  at  that  propitious  moment. 
2fc»o  enemy,  already  daunted  by  tlie  fierce  ordeal 
hrongb  which  they  had  passed  from  the  guns  of 
""terand  Jackson,  could  no  ■  longer  bear  the 
when  the  cheers  of  our  reinforcing  battal- 
were  wafted  to  them  on  the  evening  breeze. 
l>roke  in  hopeless  confusion  and  rout,  pre- 
ipi  tat tely  fled  before  our  pursuing  columns, 
■•▼ing  their  dead  and  wounded  behind  them 
Sfcd  aeveral  pieces  of  their  artillery.  Although 
brigade  did  not  reach  the  position  in  time  to 
but  a  very  few  guns  from  the  Thirty-eighth 
•lessee  regiment,  yet  it  is  a  source  of  heart- 
j™.  satisfaction  that  the  cheers  of  the  men  and 
Miy  impetuous  cliarge  assisted  in  striking  ter- 
*  into  the  heart  of  the  foe  and  in  hastening  Ids 
Vlox-ions  flight 
f°  t-kils  engagement  and  that  of  Saturday,  the 
U^acie  captured  seventy-one  prisoners,  inelud- 
g  ^  Captain  and  two  Lieutenants.    The  loss  in 
®  "*"igade  was  forty-four  killed  on  the  field, 
r^^-^liree  missing  (most  of  whom  are  known  to 
•  ^Tl<i  the  others  are  snpposed  to  be,  in  the 
of  the  enemy),  and  four  hundred  wounded. 
^^*Oug  the  killed  I  regret  to  mention  Captain 


Sixteenth  Tennessee  regiment;  Lieutoii- 


P^.-H^iney,  Murray's  battalion,  attached  to  the 
^  «Jal©y  and  Lieutenant  Craig,  of  the  Twenty- 


y-eighth  Tennessee  regiment;  Lieutenant 
©  and  Color-bearer  Blaud,  of  the  Fifty-first 
^"ifty-second  Tennessee  regiments  ;  Captain 


iVith  Tennessee  regiment,  and  Lieutenant  Van 
Carues'  l>attery.    Among  the  wounded 
J*^le  Colonels  John  H.  Anderson  and  D.  M.  Don- 
^U;  Lieutenant-Colonel  J.  G.  Hall,  and  Major  T. 
Handle ;  Captains  Puryear,  Callum,  and  Bonds, 
Lieutenants  Cunningham,  Leonard,  Flynn, 
*Hd  Shaw,  Eiglith  Tennessee  regiment;  Lieu- 
tenants Potter,  Owen,  and  Worthing  ton,  Six- 
teenth Tennessee  regiment ;  Captain  McDonald, 
and  Lieutenants  Apple,  Dauley,  and  Taylor, 
Twenty-eighth  Tennessee  regiment;  Adjutant 
Cexuthcrs,  Lieutenants  Banks  and  Kidout,  Thir- 
ty-eighth Tennessee  regiment  and  Captain  Bur- 
ton, Lieutenants  Billings,  Chester,  White,  Hainey, 
Tillman,  and  Wade,  Fifty-first  and  Fifty-second 
Tennessee  regiments.   All  the  field  officers  of 
the  brigade,  and  the  officers  of  the  battery,  acted 
with  such  distinguished  gallantry  that  I  feel  it 
would  be  invidious  to  make  a  distinction.  Com- 
pany officers  and  men,  with  very  inconsiderable 
exceptions  that  have  come  to  my  knowledge, 
bore  themselves  with  a  gallantry  and  steadiness 
becoming  patriots  contending  for  freedom  and 
all  that  honorable  men  hold  dear. 

I  am  indebted  for  valuable  assistance  during 
the  engagement  to  my  staff  officers,  Captain 
Leon  Trousdale,  Assistant  Adjutant-General ;  Cap- 
tain £.  F.  Lee,  Assistant  Inspector-General ;  my 
Aids-de-Camp,  Lieutenant  K  T.  Harris,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Sidney  Womack,  and  Mr.  Charles  T. 
Smith.  They  each  discharged  their  duties  with 
fidelity  and  zeaL    One  of  my  couriers,  Air.  Wil- 


liam S.  Hill,  won  the  commendation  of  all  and 
my  warm  thanks,  for  his  gallantry  and  alacrity 
in  the  discharge  of  his  perilous  duties.  Briga- 
dier-General W.  C.  Whitthorne,  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral of  Tennessee,  volunteered  to  act  as  Aid-de- 
Camp  on  the  first  day's  march  from  Chattanooga, 
and  discharged  the  various  duties  that  I  assigned 
to  him  with  a  promptness,  courage,  and  ability 
which  merit  and  receive  my  warmest  thanks. 
On  the  field  General  Whitthorne  conducted  him- 
self with  conspicuous  gallantry.  The  infirmary 
corps  discharged  their  duties  with  such  fearless- 
ness and  fidelity  as  to  attract  my  special  obser- 
vation. The  provost  guard  also,  under  their 
worthy  and  gallant  Provost-Marshal,  Lieutenant 
Richardson,  fully  fulfilled  the  standard  of  their 
duties.  They  lost  one  killed  and  two  wounded 
in  the  engagement  of  Saturday. 

I  unite  with  all  true  patriots  of  our  country 
in  returning  thanks  to  Almighty  God,  without 
whose  assistance  our  strength  is  weakness, 
for  the  substantial  victory  with  which  he  has 
crowned  our  efforts. 

I  herewith  transmit  the  reports  of  the  regi- 
mental commanders  of  the  brigade,  to  which 
your  especial  attention  is  respectfully  invoked. 

I  regret  I  canuot  accompany  them  with  the 
report  of  Captain  Carues,  commanding  battery, 
whose  absence  on  business  connected  with  his 
battery  necessarily  delays  its  preparation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Major, 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Mabcus  J.  Wkiout, 

Brigadier-General. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER -GENERAL  J.  K.  JACKs*)N. 
Headquarters  Jjutwox'h  Brigade,  Cheatham's  Dntnox,  \ 

PoLX't*  CORPS,  AlUlY  OK  T£L\NE*KI,  BKPOKE  CllATTA-  V 

nooua,  Octwbcr  3,  1803.  J 

Major  John  Ingram,  A.  A,  G.  CJieatham's  Di- 
vision, Pom's  Corps,  A.  T. : 

Major  :  On  the  nineteenth  September,  1863, 
at  about  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  bri- 
gade which  I  have  the  honor  to  command,  be- 
ing the  advance  of  Major-Geueral  Cheatham's 
division,  crossed  Chickamauga  Creek  at  Hunt's 
or  Dalton's  Ford,  about  a  mile  below  Lee  and 
Gordon's  Mill.  The  brigade  was  immediately 
deployed  in  line  of  battle  on  the  west  side  of 
the  creek,  and  awaited  the  crossing  by  the  re- 
mainder of  the  division. 

At  about  nine  o'clock  a.  m.,  moved  by  the 
flank  in  a  north-western  direction  and  formed 
line  in  tho  rear  of  Major-General  Buekner's 
right,  as  his  reserve.  Remained  in  this  position 
about  an  hour,  when  an  order  was  received  to 
move  still  further  to  the  right  .to  tho  support  of 
Major-General  Walker.  Passing  rapidly  about 
half  a  mile  northward  by  the  right  flank,  tho  bri- 
gade reached  the  road  leading  from  Alexander's 
Bridge,  and  proceeded  thence  westward  about 
half  a  mile.  Here  the  line  of  Major-General 
Walker's  troops  was  reached.  My  brigade  was 
immediately  placed  \\\  taivVb  sslyX  wisx*s& 
to  advance.  Elic  or  tax  ^itv»  ^x^^S  m\ 
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fully  oboyed,  and  the  advance  continued  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  yards,  when  the  enemy 
opened  fire  upon  my  loft  centre.  The  brigade 
returned  the  fire,  which  soon  became  general 
A  charge  being  ordered,  the  troops  responded 
with  great  intrepidity,  driving  the  enemy  before 
them  from  a  half  to  three  quarters  of  a  mile, 
captured  three  pieces  of  artillery,  which  were 
immediately  sent  to  the  rear  ;  also,  a  large  num- 
ber of  knapsacks,  from  which  the  enemy  had 
been  driven. 

At  this  point  the  enemy,  being  heavily  rein- 
forced and  having  the  advantage  of  breast- 
works, checked  the  advance  of  the  brigade  and 
stubbornly  held  their  ground. 

Seeing  troops  on  the  left  retiring,  I  sent  to 
inquire  the  meaning  of  it,  and  was  informed 
that  it  was  part  of  Brigadier-General  Preston 
Smith's  brigade,  which  had  been  pressed  back  by 
superior  numbers,  thus  leaving  my  flank  entirely 
exposed.  Soon  after,  my  left  fell  back,  under  the 
false  impression  that  a  retreat  had  been  or- 
dered, but  were  immediately  rallied  and  re- 
formed, and  promptly  retook  their  original  po- 
sition. Learning  that  the  enemy  were  endeav- 
oring to  turn  my  right,  which  was  not  protected 
by  any  infantry  force,  and  the  left  being  ex- 
posed and  nearly  out  of  ammunition,  I  sent  a 
staff  officer  to  request  Brigadier-General  Maney, 
whose  brigade  was  in  reserve,  to  come  to  my 
relief.  The  contest  had  now  lasted  for  about 
two  hours,  and  had  been  unusually  severe.  My 
battery,  commanded  by  Captain  John  Scoggin, 
had  moved  up  with  the  line  and  done  good  ser- 
vice. Brigadier-General  Maney's  brigade  moved 
forward  gallantly,  and,  upon  being  relieved  by 
him,  I  ordered  my  brigade  to  retire ;  which  was 
done  slowly  and  in  good  order.  While  moving 
to  the  rear  the  horses  of  one  piece  and  one 
caisson  were  disabled,  and  consequently  that 
piece  and  caisson  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  en- 
emy, but  were  subsequently  recovered.  Line  of 
battle  was  formed,  again,  in  the  position  occu- 
pied before  the  advance  and  on  the  right  of 
Turner's  battery.  My  battery  was  so  posted  as 
to  have  a  cross  fire  in  front  of  Turner's  bat- 
tery. The  enemy's  advance  upon  us  was  check- 
ed at  this  point 

A  little  before  dark  Major-Gcneral  Cleburne, 
having  formed  a  line  on  my  right,  making  an 
obtuse  angle  with  mine,  commenced  a  forward 
movement,  and  about  the  same  time  an  order 
was  received  from  Major-General  Cheatham  to 
move  up  my  brigade  also,  which  was  promptly 
done. 

The  fire  of  small  arms  immediately  became 
severe.  The  left  of  my  brigade,  thinking,  in 
the  darkening  twilight,  that  Major-General  Cle- 
burne's line  was  in  their  front,  became  a  little 
confused  by  the  suddenness  and  severity  of  the 
fire,  but  were  soon  brought  up,  and  the  whole 
line  advanced  about  six  hundred  yards.  Here 
the  firing  abruptly  ceased,  and,  it  being  now 
quite  dark  and  the  impression  stall,  prevailing 
that  our  friends  were  in  fiontyMaya 


ant  S.  S.  Harris,  acting  Inspector-Geunltf^ 
brigade,  rode  forward  to  ascertain  the  14 
when  Major  Lloyd  rode  into  the  SMjfrfci 
and  was  captured. 

My  brigade  had  moved  in  MtjorGMlfc 
burne's  line,  with  Brigadier-General  DtJbJ 
brigade  on  its  left  About  nine  o'clock  4  ^ty 
in  order  to  allow  Brigadier-General  Dofchf  k 
close  upon  his  own  division,  I  ordered  ajtfr 
gade  to  retire  to  its  original  pofHhn,  nm& 
remained  until  morning. 

On  Sunday  morning,  the  twentieth  aisn;k 

Eursuance  of  orders  from  Maior43etMnl  Qs> 
am,  I  moved  by  the  left  flank  abort  hfa 
mile  and  took  position  as  a  reserve  in  tow 
of  Brigadier-General  Maney's  brigade.  Bsafc 
ing  there  until  about  eleven  owek  i. 1,1 
moved,  by  order,  back  to  my  original  ymik 
Here  an  order  was  received  from  Ge*l 
Bragg,  through  Major  Falconer,  Atristet  Afr 
tantGeneral,  to  move  at  once  with  mjtaaa 
to  the  right  and  front  and  report  to  Liefest 
General  Hill.   I  moved  promptly  by  die  rirfc 
flank  and  sent  Captain  Merino,  my  AmfatA 
jutant-General,  and  Lieutenant  Harm  to  hi 
Lieutenant-General  Hill.   They  returned  report- 
ing their  search  unsuccessful  At  thhpQto 
Lieutenant-General  Polk  ordered  me  to  take  f* 
sition  on  the  right  of  Brigadier-Genenl  M 
and  to  move  forward  at  once.  Detail  % 
proper,  in  pursuance  of  the  order  of  thtsa> 
manding  General,  to  report  to  Iieutenstf* 
eral  Hill  for  orders,  I  moved  still  fartiw^ 
the  right  flank  and  to  the  right  of  Bripe* 
General  Polk's  brigade,  and  sent  agua  * 
Lieutenant-General  Hill,  who  directed  that  ^ 
brigade  should  take  position  on  Bripdhf 
General  Liddell's  left  and  fill  up  a  gap  betm 
that  brigade  and  Major-General  Cleburne  a  1$ 
A  staff  officer  of  Lieutenant-General  HiU  tan 
indicated  the  position  my  brigade  was  to  al 
it  was  moved  forward  some  one  hundred  1 
fifty  yards,  when  the  commanding  officer  of 
sharpshooters  reported  skirmishers  of  the  ew 
in  heavy  force  on  my  left  and  opposite  the 
on  Major-General  Cleburne's  rignt,  which 
brigade  was  insufficient  to  filL   I  directed 
additional  companies  to  be  deployed  as  1 
mishers,  with  orders  to  the  five  companies, 
sisting  of  my  battalion  of  eharpehootem 
these  two  companies,  to  dislodge  the  en 
After  considerable  skirmishing,  Major  Whi 
of  my  battalion  of  sharpshooters^  reported 
he  could  not  dislodge  the  enemy ;  that  theyi 
in  strong  force,  and  supported  by  a  line  of  b 
and  a  battery. 

/ 1  immediately  reported  these  facts  to  Um 
antGeneral  Hill,  and  that  if  I  advanced,  tat 
not  being  filled  up,  my  left  flank  would  bf 
posed  to  an  enfilading  fire.  He  aent  me  aa  01 
nevertheless,  to  form  on  Brigadier-General 
dell's  left  and  move  forward  with  his  line.  ' 
order  was  promptly  executed.  The  hrsj 
with,  the  battery  in  the  centre,  moved  fan 
Va  a^sQj&&«tes>fe  Ttawofe.  ttonVosuisal  tarda,  1 


IJoyd,  my  volunteer  Aid-de-Camp,  and.  I&eutenA  $1*  «mjbs^  %  feaattj*: 


DOCUMENTS. 


441 


left  flank,  enfilading  the  entire  litfe,  with 
and  small  arms.   The  engagement  now 
terrific,  and  the  position  of  my  brigade 
iely  critical.   The  troops,  however,  stood 
to  the  work  before  them  and,  steadily  ad- 
surmounted  the  hill  on  which  the*  ene- 
t>reastworks  were,  the  battery  moving  with 
line  and  rendering  effective  service.  The 
were  driven  from  their  breastworks,  and 
ier-General  Maney's  brigade,  coming  up  at 
opportune  moment,  charged  them,  and  the 
tfe9  contest  was  over.   At  daylight  on  Monday 
Mwriiiig  the  enemy  was  found  to  have  sought 
aaaTotj  in  fli 


I  annex  a  list  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing  of  my  command,  which  was  composed, 
from  right  to  left,  as  follows :  Second  Georgia 
battalion  sharpshooters,  Eighth  Mississippi  regi- 
ment, Fifth  Mississippi  regiment,  Scoggin's  bat- 
tery, second  battalion  of  First  Confederate  regi- 
ment, and  the  Fifth  Georgia  regiment 

The  total  effective  was  one  thousand  two 
hundred  and  eighty-six ;  the  aggregate  effective, 
one  thousand  four  hundred  and  five  ;  loss,  four 
hundred  and  ninety ;  from  which  it  will  be  per- 
ceived that  the  percentage  of  casualties  was 
34.87,  and  that  the  greatest  loss  was  in  the  Fifth 
Georgia  regiment,  amounting  to  nearly  fifty-five 
per  cent. 

I  am,  Major,  respectfully,  &c, 

John  K.  Jackson, 
Brigadier-General,  commanding  Brigade. 

Statement  of  the  Casualties  of  Jackson  s  Brigade,  Cheatham's  Division,  Polk's  Corps, 
^wiy  of  Tennessee,  on  the  nineteenth  and  twentieth  of  September,  1863,  in  the  Battle  of  Chick- 


_    -  Bight,  under  the  cover  of  darkness. 
Tlie  report  of  my  Provost-Marshal  shows  the 
■*pture  of  seventy-four  prisoners  (not  including 
bounded  men),  representing  twenty-two  regi- 
its,  and  from  five  States. 


COMXAWD. 
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REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  A.  GRACIE. 

HEADQUARTERS  GRACE'S  RRMADE,  ) 

I*  Frost  of  Chattanooga,  October  2,  1863.  J 

/  L.  Sarihyord,  Assistant  Aajutant-Oeneral : 

Captaix  :  I  have  the  honor  of  herewith  for- 
warding the  report  of  the  operations  of  my 
brigade,  composed  of  the  Sixty-third  regiment 
Tennessee  volunteers,  Lieutenant-Colonel  A. 
Fulkeraon  commanding;  Forty-third  regiment 
Alabama  volunteers,  Colonel  Y.  M.  Moody  com- 
manding ;  First  battalion  Alabama  legion,  Lieu- 
tenant€olonel  J.  H.  Holt  commanding ;  Second 
battalion  Alabama  legion,  Lieutenant-Colonel  B. 
Hall,  Jr.,  commanding ;  Third  battalion  Alabama 
legion,  Lieutenant-Colonel  J.  W.  A.  Sandford 
commanding,  on  the  days  of  the  nineteenth  and 
twentieth  September,  1863 : 

Taking  position  on  the  evening  of  the  eight- 
eenth instant  at  Dalton's  Ford,  on  Chickamauga 
River,  early  on  the  morning  of  the  nineteenth, 
the  brigade  formed  its  first  line  of  battle,  facing 
the  enemy's  works  near  Iiee  and  Gordon's 
Mill.  It  was  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy's 
shell,  wounding  Lane  and  others  of  the  Sixty- 


Joun  K.  Jackson, 
Brigadier-General,  commanding. 

third  Tennessee  regiment.   Further  than  this 
the  brigade  in  this  day's  fight. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twentieth,  the  brigade 
was  ordered  to  near  Dyer's  house  on  the  Chat- 
tanooga road,  where,  again  forming  line  of 
battle,  it  again  received  the  fire  of  the  enemy's 
shell.  Between  four  and  five  o'clock  p.  m.,  orders 
were  received  to  suppport  Kershaw's  brigade, 
posted  to  the  left  of  the  Chattanooga  road. 
Word  was  sent  to  General  Kershaw  that  the 
brigade  was  ready,  and  he  ordered  it  to  advance. 
Passing  through  Kershaw's  command,  the  bri- 
gade found  itself  suddenly  in  the  presence  of 
the  enemy,  strongly  posted  behind  breastworks 
of  logs  and  rails,  on  the  crest  of  an  opposite 
bill.  The  fire  of  musketry,  grape  and  canister 
immediately  commenced  ;  but,  undaunted,  the 
brigade  scaled  the  precipitous  heights,  driving 
the  enemv  before  it,  and  took  possession  of  the 
hill.  Holding  these  heights  for  nearly  an  hour, 
and  ammunition  becoming  scarce,  I  informed 
Brigadier-General  Preston,  commanding  division, 
that,  unless  supported,  the  brigade  could  not 
much  longer  \vo\d  6wt.  ^fctf*  ^\^fctf%\sc* 
godes  were  ordered  to      Teuai.  Tcv^^\^kS5^ 
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ammunition  nearly  exhausted,  the  brigade  held 
its  own  till  the  scattering  fire  of  its  musketry  be- 
trayed its  condition  to  the  enemy.  Trigg's  and 
Kelly's  brigade  arriving,  the  command  withdrew 
to  replenish  its  empty  cartridge-boxes. 

Early  the  next  morning  the  brigade  resumed 
the  position  it  had  so  nobly  won.  The  num- 
ber of  killed  and  wounded,  shows  the  desperate 
nature  of  the  contest ;  of  about  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  seventy  carried  into  action,  ninety 
were  killed  and  six  hundred  and  fifteen  wounded. 

Where  so  many  distinguished  themselves  it 
would  be  difficult  to  particularize ;  all  nobly  did 
their  duty.  I  would,  however,  call  attention  to 
the  following-named  officers :  Lieutenant-Colonel 
A.  Fulkerson,  Sixty-third  regiment  Tennessee 
volunteers,  who,  in  the  absence  of  the  Colonel, 
commanded  the  regiment  and  led  it  into  action  ; 
to  him  it  owes  its  discipline  and  efficiency.  Col- 
onel Fulkerson  was  severely  wounded  in  the 
arm,  making,  with  the  one  received  at  Shiloh, 
the  second  during  the  war.  He  is  deserving  of 
a  much  higher  position. 

Colonel  Y.  M.  Moody,  of  the  Forty-fifth  Ala- 
bama regiment,  always  at  the  head  of  his  regi- 
ment on  the  march,  maintained  the  same  position 
on  the  field,  rallying  and  encouraging  his  men. 

LieutenantrColonel  J.  J  Jolly,  of  the  same 
regiment,  though  seriously  wounded  in  the 
thigh,  remained  on  the  field  until  no  longer  able 
to  walk,  and  then  had  to  be  carried  off. 

Lieutenaut-Colonel  J.  H.  Holt,  of  the  First 
battalion  Alabama  legion.  This  battalion  sus- 
tained the  heaviest  loss ;  of  two  hundred  and 
thirty-nine  carried  into  action^  one  hundred  and 
sixtv-nine  were  killed  and  wounded;  among 
the  latter  was  Lieutenant-Colonel  Holt,  seriously, 
in  the  knee. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Boiling  Hall,  commanding 
second  battalion  Alabama  legion.  It  was  this 
battalion  that  first  gained  the  hill  and  placed  its 
colors  on  the  enemy's  works.  Its  colors  bear 
marks  of  over  eighty  bullets.  Its  bearer,  Rob- 
ert Y.  Hiett,  though  thrice  wounded  and  flag- 
staff thrice  shot  away,  carried  his  charge 
throughout  the  entire  fight  He  deserves  not 
only  mention,  but  promotion. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Hall  behaved  most  gal- 
lantly, receiving  a  severe  wound  in  the  thigh. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  John  W.  A.  Sanford,  com- 
manding the  Third  battalion  Alabama  legion, 
and  Major  McLennan,  commanding  the  Fourth 
battalion  Alabama  legion,  nobly  did  their  duty, 
sustaining  heavy  loss,  both  in  officers  and  men. 
Captain  W.  B.  Walton,  Company  B,  Second  bat- 
talion Alabama  legion,  was  wounded  in  the 
breast,  arm  and  shoulder,  inside  the  enemy's 
works.  His  case  deserves  special  mention. 
AssistantSurgeon  James  B.  Luckie,  of  the  Third 
battalion  Alabama  legion,  both  in  the  field  and 
at  the  hospital,  was  most  attentive  to  the  wound- 
ed, as  indeed  were  all  the  medical  officers  of  the 
command.  Captain  H.  E.  Jones,  my  Assistant 
Adjutapt-General,  was  most  conspicwoua  {ox 
coohieBB  and 'gallantry,  carrying  otaer*  into  \2n& 


than  any  one  in  the  fiekL  Abo  i 
Camp,  Lieutenant  E.  B.  Cherry.  In 
state  that,  though  both  these  offioen 
horses  shot  under  them,  both  esctfw 
To  Lieutenant  J.  N.  Gilmer,  Adjik 
Alabama  legion,  who,  during  the  ata 
commander,  has  acted  as  my  L  L 
and  to  Messrs.  George  C  Jones  and  J 
well  (both  wounded),  my  thanks  ire  di 
vices  rendered.  Major  £.  L  Hord,my 
master,  who  so  completely  equipped  nj 
was  constantly  at  his  post,  performing 
ous  duties.  Major  C.  D.  Brown,  m 
sary,  who,  by  untiring  energy,  kept  w 
constantly  supplied  with  cooked  Mm 
thanks  are  also  due  to  Lieutenant  1 
Murphy,  my  efficient  ordnance  officer. 

Among  the  noble  dead  I  have  to  n 
names  of  Captain  James  T.  Gillespie  s 
tenant  S.  M.  Deadrick,  Company  X  6 
Tennessee  regiment ;  Captains  0. 1 
Company  A,  and  J.  A.  P.  Gordon,  C( 
Lieutenant  Wm.  H.  Watkins,  Compan; 
third  Alabama  regiment,  and  Lieute 
Bibb,  of  the  First  battalion  Alabama 

I  am,  Captain,  very  respectfully, 
Tour  obedient  sem 
A  G&j 

Br 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  H.  D 

Hkadquartcbs  Clauds*!  1 
Near  Gbattasoooa, 

Major  R.  A.  Hatcher,  Assistant  a 
era!,  Stewart's  Division  : 
Major:  The  following  report 
taken  by  this  brigade  in  the  bat 
mauga  on  the  nineteenth  and 
September,  1863,  is  respectfully  so 
On  Thursday,  the  seventeenth  d 
ber,  this  brigade,  consisting  of  tb 
Thirtysixth,  and  Thirty-eighth  1 
merits,  commanded  respectively 
Holtzclaw,  Colonel  L.  T.  Woodr 
tenant-Colonel  A.  R.  Lankford,  ant 
battery,  took  up  the  line  of  marc 
ette,  Walker  county,  Georgia,  whe: 
bivouacked  a  few  days,  towards  t 
Resting  the  night  of  the  seventeei 
Spring,  it  proceeded  the  next  day 
Ford  on  the  Chickamauga  Creek.  ] 
eral  Bate's  brigade  proceeding  don 
short  distance,  his  artillery  eugagi 
who  were  then  near  Alexander'* 
brigade  being  exposed  to  the  fii 
lost  one  man  killed.  I  advance 
panies  from  the  Eighteenth  Akh 
across  the  creek  as  skirmishers,  in 
of  Major  Hundley  of  that  regin* 
over  myself  for  the  purpose  of  i 
vations.  "Placing  the  three  oompt 
ets  in  a  piece  of  woodland,  I  crow 
brigade  over  the  creek  (the  mem 
«f  tar  nightfall,  at  a  point  a  short  d 


thickest  of  the  fight*,  he  was  mote  *x\>ofe&<l <2ra2*> \a ^caX. NSsscoafcj .  Vpfe 
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Btion  on  the  left,  supported  by  the  Thirty- 
"kth  Alabama  regiment,  and  directed  the 
xr  regiments  to  bivouac  immediately  upon 
Aa  t>aitk  of  the  creek.   On  the  morning  of  the 
lineteenth,  the  other  brigades  (Brown's  and 
iftte'o)  of  the  division  (Stewart  s)  having  crossed 
lie  creek  and  formed  in  my  rear,  my  brigade 
ttoved    forward  in  lino  of  battle  at  an  early 
tour,  a.  distance  of  between  one  and  two  miles, 
mtil    it  reached  a  position  from  which  the 
nemv    could  bo  seen  upon  the  distant  hills, 
lie    origade,  and  so  far  as  I  could  learn,  the 
^hole     army,  except  upon  the  extreme  right, 
rhere  the  engagement  had  already  begun,  halted 
lxalf-past  one  o'clock  p.  m.,  when  it  was 
^^red  to  the  right  about  one  mile.  Having 
ec^iv  ed  instructions  as  to  the  point  upon  which 
BXkotxld  direct  my  brigade,  with  the  further 
"Monition  that,  after  having  more  definitely 
29"*^**  the  enemy,  I  would  have  to  act  for  myself 
V>o  governed  by  circumstances,  I  moved  for- 
x?"1^  in  lino  of  battle  with  skirmishers  in  front 
r-^^rig  proceeded  a  few  hundred  yards  through 
^Hqc  under-growth  and  being  about  to  enter 
*  cultivated  field,  I  halted  for  the  purpose  of 
^^Tecting  the  alignment,  when  Colonel  John  C. 
^SjFtfeT,  of  the  Thirty-eighth  Tennessee  regiment, 
^*  eight's  brigade,  Cheatham's  division,  came 
foot  from  my  left  in  great  haste  and  in- 
armed me  that  my  brigade  was  marching  in 
^Hs  wrong  direction,  and  that  unless  I  changed 
Jry  direction  nearly  perpendicularly  to  the 
teft,  my  brigade  would  soon  be  in  range 
of  the  enemy's  small  arms  and  artillery,  which 
Would  enfilade  my  line;  and  that,  as  I  then 
Itood,  the  right  of  the  enemy  was  in  rear  of  my 
left   I  immediately  changed  my  direction,  and, 
marching  by  the  left  Hank  and  filing  obliquely  to 
the  left  and  rear  (the  nature  of  the  ground  not 
admitting  of  any  other  movement),  had  scarcely 
changed  for  the  purpose  of  moving  in  the  new 
direction,  when  the  enemy  opened  fire  upon  us, 
which  was  promptly  returned.   The  firing  seem- 
ing to  be  too  much  at  random,  I  passed  down  and 
up  the  line  calling  the  attention  of  officers  to  the 
fact.   I  then  directed  my  staff  to  inform  regi- 
mental commanders  that  I  was  about  to  order  a 
charge.   Passing  again  down  the  line,  I  was 
informed  by  several  officers  that  their  ammuni- 
tion was  expended,  and  I  therefore  reconsidered 
my  first  intention  to  charge  the  enemy,  being 
unable  on  account  of  the  thick  under  growth  to 
form  a  satisfactory  idea  of  his  strength,  and  with- 
drew for  the  purpose  of  replenishing  the  ammu- 
nition.  This  was  done  in  good  order  and  with 
little  loss,  the  enemy  having  almost  simultane- 
ously ceased  firing.  In  this  engagement  the 
brigade  lost  near  four  hundred  officers  and  men 
killed  and  wounded.   It  began  about  half-past 
two  o'clock  and  lasted  one  hour.   The  enemy 
was  formed  in  a  semi-circlo  around  and  over  a 
alight  elevation  or  hill,  which  gave  him  great 
advantage  in  position,  and  the  manner  in  which 
both  ends  of  my  line  were  cross-fired  upon  in- 
duce the  opinion  that  we  were  greatly  out-num- 
bered.  J  Again  moved  forward  about  four  o'clock, 


the  brigades  of  Qenerals  Brown  and  Bate  having 
successively  advanced  and  engaged  the  enemy. 
Passing  Bate's  brigade,  thon  in  front,  my  line 
continued  steadily  forward  with  promptness  and 
1  spirit,  accompanied  nearly  to  the  Chattanooga 
road  by  the  Fifty-eighth  Alabama  regiment,  Col- 
onel Bush.  Jones  (which  attracted  my  attention 
by  the  excellent  order  in  which  it  moved),  and  a 
small  portion  of  another  regiment,  which  I  did 
not  recognize,  both  of  Bates  brigade.  The 
enemy  continued  to  retreat  to  and  beyond  the 
Chattanooga  road,  near  which  my  brigade  caj>- 
tured  two  pieces  of  artillery,  which  were  brought 
off  in  the  manner  stated  by  my  regimental  com- 
manders, whose  reports  accompany  this.  My 
brigade  continued  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy  one- 
half  mile  beyond  the  road,  when  a  staff  officer 
reporting  the  enemy  advancing  in  strong  force 
from  the  right,  and  it  also  having  been  reported 
to  mo  through  my  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 
by  a  staff  officer,,  whom  he  did  not  recognize, 
that  the  enemy's  cavalry  had  been  seen  in  force 
upoTi  the  left  as  if  preparing  to  advance,  my  bri- 

fade  fell  back  across  the  road  at  leisure,  where 
halted  and  re-formed  it  in  connection  with  the 
portion  of  General  Bate's  brigade  already  referred 
to.  I  take  pleasure  in  mentioning  that  Captains 
Crenshaw  and  Lee,  with  their  companies,  from 
the  Fifty-eighth  Alabama  regiment,  of  Bates 
brigade,  accompanied  mine  beyond  the  road. 
They  are  gallant  officers.  In  this  charge  my 
brigade  captured  fifty  or  sixty  prisoners,  besides 
the  two  pieces  of  artillery ;  and  I  have  reason  to 
believe  that  the  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  in- 
flicted upon  the  enemy,  to  some  extent,  compen- 
sated for  our  own  in  the  earlier  engagement. 
Changing  the  direction  of  my  line  by  a  front  for- 
ward upon  the  right,  and  the  other  two  sides  of 
a  triangle  being  formed  by  Generals  Brown  and 
Bates,  night  coming  on,  the  troops  slept  upon 
their  anus  within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  the 
enemy,  who  coidd  bo  distinctly  heard  erecting 
breastworks.  During  the  night  my  pickets 
brought  in  about  forty  prisoners,  among  whom 
were  several  officers  of  the  lower  grades.  Early 
on  the  morning  of  the  twentieth,  the  brigade 
was  moved  to  the  right,  and  in  a  position  about 
three  hundred  yards  from  and  parallel  to  the 
Chattanooga  road.  Here  it  remained  until  eleven 
o'clock,  subjected  the  most  of  the  time  to  a  severe 
fire  from  the  enemy's  artillery,  by  which  several 
men  were  wounded.  About  eleven  o'clock,  Gen- 
eral Brown  being  in  front,  and  General  Bate  on 
my  right,  the  whole  division  advanced  under  a 
most  terrible  fire  of  grape  and  canister  from  the 
enemy's  artillery,  before  which  several  most 
gallant  officers  fell  bravely  leading  their  men, 
among  whom  I  cannot  forbear  to  mention  the 
name  of  the  chivalrous  and  accomplished  lieu- 
tenant-Colonel R.  F.  Juge,  of  the  Eighteenth 
Alabama  regiment  Notwithstanding  this,  the 
I  brigade  pressed  forward  through  a  narrow  corn 
field  to  the  first  pieces  of  artillery  by  the  road- 
I  side,  when  two  other  batteries,  one  is  front  and 
one  upon  the  r\g\it,ai»\&te&V$  «ehg&  wra^k^sbbx 
j  a  most  muxderoua  fcic  ,Yrcltet*  viNiY^h.^^  <tfs^- 
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pelled  to  retire.  I  was  myself  struck  by  a  grape- 
shot,  and  compelled  to  dismount  for  a  short 
time.  The  Thirty-eighth  Alabama  regiment, 
scarcely  breaking  its  line,  fell  back  only  a  short 
distance.  The  other  regiments  promptly  re- 
formed near  the  position  originally  occupied  by 
them,  and  moved  forward  to  rejoin  it.  General 
Browns  brigade  was  re-formed  by  Colonel  Cook 
(General  B.  having  been  wounded)  on  my  left, 
and  General  Bate's  brigade  upon  my  right  My 
own  and  General  Brown's  brigade  soon  moved 
forward  again  to  the  road,  and  then  to  the  right, 
towards  the  enemy,  who  were  ascertained  to  be 
there  in  strong  position.  General  Bate  was 
formed  in  my  rear,  and  in  this  position  the  com- 
mand remained  until  about  five  o'clock  p.  m., 
when  I  again  moved  my  brigade  forward.  Soon 
coming  upon  the  enemy  behind  breastworks, 
they  were  gallantly  charged  by  my  whole  line 
with  great  spirit,  the  enemy  fleeing  in  wild  dis- 
order across  a  largo  open  field,  upon  the  edge 
of  which  I  ordered  a  halt,  and  the  brigade  con- 
tinned  to  fire  as  long  as  the  enemy  could  be 
seen.   Many  taking  refuge  in  and  around  a  hos- 

?ital  (Kelly's  house),  I  sent  forward,  first,  the 
hirty-eighth,  and  afterwards  the  Eighteenth 
Alabama  regiments,  which,  together,  captured 
three  hundred  prisoners,  besides  near  the  same 
number  of  wounded. 

Thus  terminated  the  part  taken  by  this  brigade 
in  the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  I  have  omitted 
to  say  anything  about  the  battery,  because  it 
was  under  the  Chief  of  Artdlery  for  the  division, 
except  a  short  time,  during  which  I  had  no  op- 
portunity of  using  it  I  suppose  the  report  m 
regard  to  it  will  more  properly  be  made  through 
the  Chief  of  ArtiDery. 

The  brigade  went  into  action  on  the  nine- 
teenth with  thirteen  hundred  and  fifty-two, 
total  effective,  and  ninety-four  officers.  It  lost 
in  the  two  days,  twelve  officers  killed  dead 
upon  the  field,  and  eighty-nine  men.  Thirty 
have  since  died.  Thirty-four  officers  and  four 
hundred  and  forty-nine  men  were  wounded  and 
fifteen  missing,  making  the  aggregate,  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing,  six  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine.  This  does  not  include  many  who  were 
slightly  wounded  and  did  not  leave  the  field. 
The  brigade  captured  two  pieces  of  artillery, 
three  hundred  and  ninety-six  prisoners,  besides 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  wounded  and  in 
hospital  It  collected  twelve  hundred  and  forty- 
nine  muskets  and  rifles,  six  hundred  and  forty 
sete  of  accoutrements  and  twenty  thousand 
cartridges.  The  greater  portion  of  the  guns 
and  ammunition  were  carried  off  the  field  by 
my  own  ordnance  wagons.  I  claim  for  my  bri- 
gade that  it  was  the  first  and  the  last  in  the 
division  to  encounter  the  enemy;  the  first  in 
the  army  to  pierce  the  enemy's  centre  and  cross 
the  Chattanooga  road,  which  was  done  on  Sat- 
urday evening  near  Brotherton's  house.  I  con- 
clude this  report  by  tendering  my  cordial 
thanks  to^and  testifying  in  be\\ali  of,  fc*  gtV 


such  mea,  Jstjr 


to  the  officers,  worthy  of 
them  in  every  charge.   My  thaab  m  j  _ 
uiarly  due  to  Captain  J.  M.  Macon,  m 
Lieutenant  J.  Vidence,  Assistant  fctfpectoOs  | 
eral,  and  Lieutenant  W.  N.  Knight, 
Camp,  who  rendered  me  prompt  and  nW 
services  throughout  the  whole  mgipBsJ 
never  once  shrinking  from  their  dorr.  Tofc 
commanders  of  regiments,  I  abo  nan  m 
acknowledgments  for  the  efficient  raneri 
which  thev  directed  and  kept  their  cobmbbI 
together,  the  most  difficult  of  all  duties  tan 
the  field.   I  also  tender  my  thanb  to  top- 
General  Stewart,  who  was  eTerrwtae  si  1 
under  all  circumstances  present  with  bho» 
mand.   To  the  gallant  dead,  a  contempktioi  i 
whom  saddens  our  hearts,  we  give  oro  tan 
and  a  hearty  41  well  done!"  May  fte Mi 
battles  give  us  courage  to  emulate  then  teA 
examples,  and,  when  the  time  shall come,\Ri^ 
to  share  their  fate. 

I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
H.  D.  Clattos, 


IV 

law 
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REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  W.  B.  IiB> 

Hcadqcavru  Bin's  Booms,  Sturm*!  Dm 
Is  front  or  C&iTXAXooGA,  October  9,  Ufc  1 

Major  R.  A.  Hatcher,  Assistant  Acfj*a*G* 

eral: 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  tbq  ft 
lowing  report  of  the  participation  had  fcy  i? 
brigade  in  the  late  three  days'  battle  of  tto 
Chickamauga,  comprising  the  eighteenth,  m* 
teenth,  and  twentieth  ultimo : 

Having  been  ordered  to  advance,  take  post* 
sion  of  and  hold  Thedford's  Ford,  but  not  It 
bring  on  a  general  engagement  unless  infit 
pensable  to  the  accomplishment  of  these  ob- 
jects, I  moved  my  command  at  once,  at  i 
double-quick,  and  occupied  a  wooded  emhiewt 
commanding  it,  and  placed  my  battery,  Ibe 
Eufala  light  artillery,  on  a  cleared  hill  to  the 
front  and  left,  which  overlooked  die  enemy,  aai 
within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  his  potitwi 
The  attack,  in  which  the  Fourth  Georgia  bat- 
talion of  sharpshooters,  Major  CksweD,  and  nj 
artillery  alone  were  engaged,  was  brisk  and 
spirited.   In  the  meantime,  however,  the  entire 
brigade  was  subjected  to  a  severe  shelling  frost 
the  enemy  just  above  Alexander's  Bridge,  and 
across  the  Chickamauga,  by  which  one  man  was 
killed  and  five  or  six  wounded.   After  a  far 
well-directed  shots  from  my  battery,  which  Gap- 
tain  Oliver  placed  promptly  in  position,  me 
enemy  gave  way.   This  was  the  opening  fight 
of  the  battle  of  the  Chickamauga.  Wetnvoo- 
acked  near  the  camp  of  the  enemy,  oonunasd- 
ing  the  two  fords — Thedford's  and  the  Bead 
Ford — where  I  crossed  my  command  next  morn- 
ing at  an  early  hour,  and  formed  Kne  of  battle 
in  rear  of  Brijr^er-Generals  Brown's  and  Gay- 
\  tow'a  YsrA^pdaa,  the  whole  under  commaijd  of 


lant  men  composing  this  brigade,  in  a\\  wuoafc  \  \&a.WGceciMt*\  -u»m&  ia  mis 

ranks  there  appeared  not  a  aingVe  coward,  axA  v  om«,\*«ra^  \fc^*Ts^VSDx<2swg&xOT*^£k 
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woodland  nearly  two  miles,  at  which  point 
halted  for  some  hours.   Here  my  artil- 

 _a        i  put  forward  to  develop  the  enemy's 

gontioxi  ;  which  it  did,  drawing  shell  and  round 
™ot  upon  our  linos,  wounding  three  or  four  of 
tnezi.    We  were  moved  hence  by  the  right 
■jJk  near  a  point  where  heavy  volleys  of  mus- 
"W^re  heard,  and  thence  by  the  left  flank 
»  *m<*     of  battle,  some  three  or  four  hundred 
«viud  halted  in  the  same  relative  position 
A&d  ^  occupied  during  the  earlier  part  of  the 
***ixie  being  the  rear  lino  of  cattle.  At 
o'clock  p.  m.,  Brigadier-Generals  Clayton's 
-p^oWb  brigades  successively  engaged  the 
?®**jjy*      In  about  thirty  minutes  I  was  ordered 
IL  Qr-General  Stewart  to  advance — General 

■■yt-o-ci   having  withdrawn  and   Brown  also 
"to  the  rear.   My  line  of  battle  was  or- 
5^^^^-  by  placing  Caswell's  battalion  of  sharp- 
JJzJ~*^^rB  (Fourth  Georgia)  on  the  right,  and  in 
^^^Baion  from  that  wing  was  the  Twentieth 
****n«iB8ee,  Colonel  T.  B.  Smith  ;  Thirty-seventh 
^gia,  Colonel  A.  T.  Rudler ;  Fifty-eighth 
^^^Jgjna,  Colonel  Bush.  Jones,  and  Fifteenth 
^2**  T*birty-«evcnth  Tennessee,  Colonel  R.  C.  Tyler, 
^Jj^tituting  the  supporting  line.   I  liad  tlurown 
£^J^o  skirmishers.  The  whole  command  moved 
"^^ward  with  spirit  and  zeal,  engaging  the  enemy 
^J|Uy  before  it  had  proceeded  two  hundred 
***08 — his  line  extending  in  front  and  to  the 
^ght  and  left  of  us.    A  battery  in  front  of  my 
^Xtreme  right  played  constantly  and  with  terri- 
«le  effect  upon  that  wing,  until  my  right  pressed 
Within  less  than  fifty  paces  of  it,  when  it  was 
rapidly  removed  to  prevent  capture.  Another 
revealed  its  hydra-head  immediately  in  the  rear 
of  this,  supported  by  a  second  line,  hurling  its 
death-dealing  missiles  more  destructively,  if 
possible,  upon  our  still  advancing  but  already 
thinned  ranks.    Having  driven  the  first  line 
back  upon  its  support,  a  fresh  battery  and  infan- 
try were  brought  to  play  upon  my  right,  which, 
by  its  advanced  position  had  become  subject  to 
an  enfiladed  fire,  gave  way,  but  not  until  Major 
Caswell,  Colonel  Smith  and  Colonel  Rudler,  the 
three  officers  commanding  lyspcctively  the  three 
right  battalions,  were  wounded,  and  at  least 
twenty-five  ner  cent  of  their  numbers  killed 
and  wounded.   When  the  right  gave  way  the 
enemy  Bought  to  follow  it  up,  and  pressed  his 
sharpshooters  beyond  the  right  flank,  who,  find- 
ing it  well  aligned  and  in  the  attitude  of  resist- 
ance, precipitated  themselves  back  and  out  of 
reach.  The  men  were  easily  rallied,  and  promptly 
re-formed  a  short  distance  in  the  rear  of  the 
point  to  which  they  had  advanced.   In  this 
dash  the  enemy  captured  one  of  my  pieces  and 
one  of  my  couriers.   It  needed,  however,  but  a 
moment  to  retake  the  piece,  which  was  hand- 
somely done.   In  this  contest  ray  right  retook 
the  battle-flag  of  the  Fifty-first  Tennessee  regi- 
ment, General  Wright's  brigade,  which  but  a 
moment  before  had  been  wrested  from  them  by 
superior  numbers  and  the  flank  movements  of 
the  enemy.   I  was  rejoiced  to  deprive  him  of 
this  trophy,  bo  recently  won,  and  return  it  to  its 


gallant  owners,  hallowed  as  it  is  by  its  baptism 
in  the  blood  of  Shiloh,  Perryville  and  Murfrecs- 
boro.  My  left,  in  the  meantime,  composed  of 
the  Fifty-eighth  Alabama,  Colonel  Jones,  and 
Fifteenth  and  Thirty-seventh  Tennessee  regi- 
ments (consolidated),  Colonel  Tyler,  not  being 
so  much  harassed  by  the  enfilade  fire  from  the 
right,  pressed  steadily  forward"  in  fine  order, 
driving  the  enemy,  who  contested  every 
inch  of  ground  with  dogged  and  persistent  ob- 
stinacy until  forced  beyond  the  Chattanooga 
road  and  several  hundred  yards  back  into  the 
wood,  thus  deranging  his  compact  lines  and 
breaking  his  centre.  In  this  charge  Colonel 
Tyler  captured  three  guns ;  and  Colonel  Jones 
participated  with  the  Thirty-eighth  Alabama, 
Colonel  Woodruff,  in  the  capture  of  tliree ;  for 
the  particulars  of  which  I  refer  to  their  reports. 
It  being  nearly  night,  and  having  advanced  so 
far  beyond  the  enemy's  lines  as  to  make  them 
liable  to  a  flank  movement,  they  returned  from 
further  pursuit  to  the  point  on  the  battle-field 
to  which  I  had  ordered  the  Eufala  light  artillery, 
and  where  General  Clayton  and  I  were  re-form- 
ing our  sliattered  commands — Colonel  Tyler 
bringing  with  him  his  captured  guns,  and  Col- 
onel Jones  in  such  fine  order  as  to  elicit  my 
public  commendation.  Owing  to  a  movement 
of  the  enemy  to  our  right,  the  front  of  General 
Clayton's  command  was  changed  by  Major-Gen- 
eral Stewart  to  meet  an  expected  attack  from 
that  source,  and  my  lino  was  left  fronting  the 
Chattanooga  road.  General  Brown's  command 
subsequently  intervened.  Thus  we  bivouacked 
for  the  night  upon  the  field  of  carnage,  envel- 
oped by  the  smoke  of  battle  and  surrounded  by 
the  dead  of  friend  and  foe. 

Sunday  morning  found  us  in  the  line  assumed 
the  night  previous,  and,  under  the  order  of 
Major-General  Stewart,  I  moved  my  command 
by  the  right  flank  five  or  six  hundred  yards, 
and  took  position  forward  and  on  the  right  of 
General  Browns  brigade,  but  in  forming  the 
line  was  compelled  to  retire  the  right  to  an 
angle  of  about  forty-five  degrees  on  account  of 
the  proximity  of  the  enemy,  located  to  my  right 
oblique.  Caswell's  battalion  of  sharpshooters, 
under  command  of  Lieutenant  Joel  Towers, 
Captain  Benjamin  Turner  having  been  danger- 
ously wounded  the  evening  before,  was  thrown 
forward  and  deployed  at  right  angles  with  my 
right,  to  guard  against  a  repetition  of  the  move- 
ment of  the  previous  evening,  to  turn  that  flank, 
to  which  we  were  liable,  there  being  at  that 
time  no  force  sufficiently  near  to  intervene. 
Having  assumed  this  line  of  battle,  I  had  a  tem- 
porary barricade  of  logs  hastily  constructed, 
which  gave  partial  protection  against  the  shower 
of  grape,  canister  and  shell  which  continuously 
and  most  angrily  saluted  us.  During  the  time 
that  we  were  subjected  to  this  ordeal  several 
men  and  officers  were  killed  and  wounded,  yet  no 
rcstiveness  or  other  evidence  of  demorihzation 
was  manifested. 

At  about  mnfc  ^  \ifue&&fc  ^vi«c&k 

Deshler  was  placed.  \x^oil  xn^  f^V^^^S5^ 
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the  line,  and  observing  the  same  inclination  to 
the  rear.  Soon  thereafter,  I  received  notice  that 
General  Wood's  brigade  was  in  my  front,  and 
that  the  general  movement  would  be  a  succes- 
sive one,  by  brigades,  commencing  on  the  right, 
and  was  ordered  by  Major-General  Stewart  to 
follow  up  the  .movement  of  General  Deshler. 
After  waiting,  under  a  severe  and  incessant  fire 
of  artillery,  until  about  eleven  o'clock  a.  m.,  I 
communicated  to  General  Stewart  that  no  move- 
ment on  my  right  had  taken  place ;  that  General 
Deshler  had  been  killed,  and  I  desired  to  know  if 
I  should  longer  remain  inactive.  About  this 
this  time  there  was  firing  in  my  front,  and  soon 
thereafter  General  Wooers  command  came  back, 
passing  over  my  line.  I  was  then  ordered  by 
Major-General  Stewart  to  advance  and  attack. 
My  command  received  the  order  with  a  shout, 
and  moved  upon  the  foe  at  a  rapid  gait  The 
battalion  of  snarpshooters  was  ordered  to  main- 
tain its  position  at  right  angles  to  the  line,  and 
check,  if  possible,  if  not  to  delay,  any  movement 
in  that  direction,  giving  the  earliest  notice  of 
the  same.  My  right,  as  upon  the  evening  pre- 
vious, became  hotly  engaged  almost  the  instant 
it  assumed  the  offensive.  It  was  subject  to  a 
most  palling  fire  of  grape  and  musketry  from 
my  right  oblique  and  front,  cutting  down 
with  great  fatality  the  Twentieth  Tennessee 
and  Thirty-seventh  Georgia  at  every  step,  until 
they  drove  the  enemy  behind  his  defences, 
from  which,  without  support,  either  of  artillery 
or  infantry,  they  were  unable  to  dislodge  him. 
General  Deshler's  brigade  not  having  advanced, 
I  called  on  Major  General  Cleburne,  who  was 
near  my  right  and  rear,  for  assistance ;  but 
ho  having  none  at  his  disposal  which  could 
bo  spared,  I  was  compelled  to  retire  that 
wing  of  my  brigade,  or  sacrifice  it  in  uselessly 
fighting  thrice  its  numbers,  with  the  advantage 
of  the  hill  and  breastworks  against  it  I  did  so 
in  good  order,  and  without  indecent  haste,  and 
aligned  it  first  in  front  and  then  placed  it  in  rear 
of  our  flimsy  defenses.  My  left,  the  Fifty-eighth 
Alabama,  and  Fifteenth  and  Thirty-seventh  Ten- 
nessee, the  latter  under  command  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Frazicr,  Colonel  Tyler  having  been 
wounded,  being  further  from  the  enemy's  line 
than  my  right,  did  not  so  soon  become  engaged, 
neither  at  this  time  subject  to  so  severe  a  cross- 
fire, proceeded  steadilv  on  and  drove  the  enemy 
behind  his  works,  which  had  been  constructed 
the  night  previous,  on  the  very  spot  we  had 
driven  them  from,  and  maintained  their  position 
with  a  dogged  tenacity  until  the  Twentieth 
Tennessee  and  Thirty-seventh  Georgia  were  put 
in  position  behind  the  barricade,  and  the  bat- 
talion of  sharpshooters  drawn  in.  The  artil- 
lery of  the  enemy  had  ceased  to  pby  upon  us, 
except  at  slow  intervals,  and  a  part  of  their 
(Tyler  and  Jones)  commands  having  already 


re- 
turned, I  dispatched  Lieutenant  Slanchard,  of 
my  staff,  to  ascertain  their  situation,  who  re- 
ported that  he  met  them  retwriung  \n1ih^\^-\^^'^9^^TQi^  killed,  and  five  hundred  and 
ance  of  tJieir  commands  in  good  order.  I  ^\aced\  farVy-«oft  'voofttaA.,  «o*j<n»  ^  were 
them  in  position  and  awaited  order  a.  I  m  \uv-  \  ofo^%,\as2B^*Afc\sk  *V  iaV^ra^^ 
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able to  give  as  accurate  an  account  of  mrirfia 
of  my  right,  for  the  reason  that  the  right 
came  first  engaged,  and  the  commandos  of  ta 
three  right  battalions  having  been  woaadedsi 
evening  previous,  devolving  the  coonuJa 
junior  officers,  I  felt  that  my  pergonal  tenia 
were  most  needed  there,  which  prevented  tf 
witnessing,  bo  as  to  give  in  detail,  the  inriiaa 
connected  with  that  portion  of  the  fidi  I 
found,  however,  their  dead  in  the  trauma 
of  the  enemy,  which  is  the  highest  eriaai 
that  can  be  afforded  of  what  they  did  h  at 
fight,  my  command  lost  thirty  per  not  kid 
and  wounded,  in  addition  to  "the  hear;  hat* 
the  evening  before.   After  a  short  respite,  s> 
jor-General  Stewart  ordered  my  comnnDdjfia  ! 
still  held  its  position  in  the  front  lint)  tola  I 
left,  where  it  would  be  more  secure  firaasi 
artillery  missiles  of  the  enemy  on  ay  ajt. 
Here  wo  remained  until  about  live  p.  jl,  wtal 
was  orderd  to  form  in  the  rear  of  Genenl  Of-  ! 
ton,  and  join  him  in  taking  the  batteria  ai 
breastworks  on  our  right,  from  which  we  U 
suffered  so  heavily  during  the  day.  I  canal 
front  forward  on  rav  right  battalion,  «i  * 
gether  with  General  Clayton's  brigade.  «• 
were  over  the  fortifications,  driving  the  earn? 
in  confusion  and  capturing  a  number  of  pri* 
ers.   In  this  charge,  Captain  TankenK » 
manded  the  Fifteenth  and  Thirty-eevenmTb- 
nessee,  Lieutenant>Colonel  Frazier  havinsVaa 
wounded.   The  Eufala  light  artillery,  C«« 
Oliver  had  kept  close  to  my  infantry,  noof* 
standing  the  obstruction  of  a  dense  vooA;** 
position  inside  the  fortifications,  and  cpatit 
rapid  and  destructive  fire  upon  thereto**, 
foe  until  the  curtain  of  night  closed  npoafc 
the  scene.   I  claim  for  this  battery  the  how** 
opening  on  Fridav  evening,  and  closing  oafe 
day  evening,  the  battle  of  GMckamauga. 

My  brigade  went  into  the  fight  with  nafet 
in  the  hands  of  one  third  of  the  men,  hot  ita 
the  first  charge  on  Saturday  evening,  even  aa 
was  supplied  with  a  good  Enfield  rifle  ani* 
munition  to  suit,  which  was  used  with  effect  a 
their  orginal  owners  the  next  day.  Thedai 
and  wounded  of  the  enemy,  over  which  vi 

Sassed  in  driving  them  back  on  Saturday  ai 
unday,  gave  an  earnest  of  the  telling  effect 
produced  upon  them  in  both  days'  fight  Be- 
sides arming  itself  with  Enfield  rifles,  a  defeat 
from  my  command,  under  supervision  of  bt 
ordnance  officer,  James  E.  Rice,  gathered  spa 
the  field  and  conveyed  to  Hie  ordnance  trail 
about  two  thousand  efficient  guns.  The  pecet 
captured  by  Colonel  Tyler,  and  those  in  whki 
Colonel  Jones  participated  in  the  capture,  vat 
taken  to  the  rear  and  turned  over  to  proper 
officers. 

My  command  entered  the  fight,  Friday  evov 
ing,  with  one  thousand  and  fifty-five  guns,  thin? 
provost  guard,  and  a  fair  complement  of  of- 
cers,  out  of  which  number  it  lost  seven  officers 
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>very  field  officer  in  the  brigade, 
,  were  wounded.  For  further  par- 
me  to  respectfully  refer  to  the 
commanders  of  battalions  and  the 
are  herewith  transmitted, 
se  this  report  without  noticing 
ed  services  rendered,  unworthy 
nay  be,  by  my  field  officers,  Col- 
lith,  Rudler,  and  Jones,  Lieuten- 
lith,  Myer,  and  Frazier,  and  Ma- 
idrick,  Shye,  and  Thornton;  to 
is  due  the  highest  meed  of  praise, 
'idious  to  make  distinctions  when 
L  his  part  so  well.  Colonels  Rud- 
,nd  Major  Caswell  were  painfully 
seriously)  wounded,  at  the  head 
tive  commands,  early  in  the  en- 
aturday,  and  compelled  to  retire 
thus  devolving  the  command  of 
Tennessee  on  Major  Shye ;  the 

Georgia  on  Lieutenant-Colonel 
talion  of  sharpshooters  on  Lieu- 
each  of  whom  did  his  duty  gai- 
ly throughout  the  conflict  Col- 
utenant  Colonels  Myer  and  Fra- 
nll,  Kendrick,  and  Thornton,  were 
which  they  suffered  considerably 

officer  prostrated  by  the  explo- 
,  but  still  remained  at  the  post 
g  themselves  with  distinguished 

ly  staff,  Major  Winchester  (who, 
g  his  leg  was  badly  hurt  from 
lorse  when  shot  Friday  evening, 
he  field  until  the  close  of  the 
nts  Blanchard  and  Bate,  I  am  in- 
r  hearty  co-operation  and  prompt 
ly  orders,  notwithstanding  each 
)y  shots  from  the  enemy.  Also, 
,ice,  Brigade  Ordnance  Officer,  I 
or  the  prompt  discharge  of  his 
lone  are  my  thanks  more  signally 
wdially  awarded,  than  to  my  gal- 
utant,  Captain  Wl  C.  Yancey,  who 
and  encouraging  my  right  wing, 
e  charge  on  Sunday,  received  a 
shattering  his  foot,  and  compelling 
From  the  field.  I  take  pleasure, 
my  testimony,  humble  as  it  may 
rty  co-operation  of  the  two  gal- 
of  Stewart's  division,  General 
Brown's,  in  every  discharge  in 
the  fortune  of  my  command  to 

al  Stewart  will  accept  my  thanks, 
ribute,  for  his  polite  and  genial 
>rsonal  assistance  in  the  thickest 
3  time  when  I  felt  I  much  needed 
count  the  services  of  the  living,  I 
remembered  the  heroic  head ;  the 
be  interwoven  with  the  laurel, 
d  attested  the  sacrifice  of  many  a 
the  fierce  struggle — the  private 
mih  the  officer  in  deeds  of  high 
itinguished  courage.  While  the 
"shall  Boat  its  aluggiah  current  to 


the  beautiful  Tennessee,  and  the  night  wind 
chant  its  solemn  dirges  over  their  soldier-graves, 
their  names,  enshrined  in  the  hearts  of  their 
countrymen,  will  be  held  in  grateful  remem- 
brance as  the  champions  and  defenders  of  their 
country,  who  had  sealed  their  devotion  with 
their  blood,  on  one  of  the  most  glorious  battle- 
fields of  our  revolution. 

I  am,  Major,  most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

William  B.  Bate, 

Brigadier-General. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  J.  0.  BROWN. 

Hkadquaksrs  Brown's  Briqam,  > 
BsfOM  Chattanooga,  October  13,  1868.  / 

Motor  R.  A.  Hatcher,  Assistant  Adjutant-  GFeneral, 
Stewarts  Division : 

Major  :  I  respectfully  beg  leave  to  submit  the 
following  as  a  report  of  the  part  performed  by 
my  command  in  the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  on 
the  nineteenth  and  twentieth  of  September, 
1863: 

My  brigade  consisted  of  the  Eighteenth  Ten- 
nessee, Colonel  J.  B.  Palmer ;  Forty-fifth  Tennes- 
see, Colonel  A.  Searcy ;  Thirty-second  Tennessee, 
Colonel  Edward  C.  Cook ;  Newman's  battalion, 
Major  Tazewell  W.  Newman,  and  the  Twenty- 
sixth  Tennessee,  Colonel  John  M.  Li  Hard,  form- 
ing line  from  right  to  left  in  the  order  stated, 
numbering  twelve  hundred  effective  men.  On 
the  morning  of  the  nineteenth,  Dawson's  battery 
of  Georgia  light  artillery,  four  pieces,  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant  R.  W.  Anderson,  also 
reported  to  me. 

At  early  dawn  of  the  nineteenth,  I  crossed  the 
Chickamauga  at  Ledford'B  Ford,  and  formed  in 
rear  of  Brigadier-General  Clayton,  six  hundred 
yards  from  that  stream,  Bate  forming  soon  after 
in  my  rear.  A  little  after  sunrise  we  moved  to 
the  front  in  that  order,  swinging  the  right  a 
little  forward,  until  we  came  up  with  the 
division  commanded  by  Brigadier-General  John- 
son, and  formed  on  its  left  About  eleven  o'clock, 
we  moved  by  the  right  flank  four  or  five  hun- 
dred yards  in  rear  of  Johnson's  division,  and 
soon  afterwards  eight  hundred  yards  further, 
halting  immediately  in  rear  of  the  left  of  Cheat- 
ham's division,  which  was  then  hotly  engaged. 
His  left  brigade,  being  nuraericallv  overpowered 
and  repulsed,  was  relieved  by  Brigadier-General 
Clayton,  immediately  in  my  front.  I  followed 
this  movement  closely,  being  so  near  to  Clayton's 
line  that  many  of  my  command  were  wounded 
and  a  few  killed  before  I  could  return  the  fire. 
The  front  line  advanced  but  little  under  the 
combined  fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery  and  small 
arms,  until  General  Clayton  reported  his  ammu- 
nition exhausted. 

At  about  two  p.  m.,  in  obedience  to  orders 
received  in  person  from  the  Major-General  com- 
manding, I  relieved  him,  and  encountered  the 
enemy  in  an  unbroken  forest,  rendered  the  more 
difficult  of  passage  by  the  dense  under-^cowtlv 
which  fox  moTe  two  Ynnrota&  «l- 
tended  along  my  en&ra  fesA  &S&s^&s& 
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were  still  further  enhanced  by  the  smoke  of 
battle,  and  the  burning  of  the  woods  rendered 
it  impossible  to  distinguish  objects  twenty  paces 
in  advance.  My  skirmishers  encountering  the 
enemy  at  an  hundred  yards  or  less,  I  pushed 
rapidly  upon  his  lines,  under  a  most  terrific  fire 
from  all  arms.  There  was  no  position  from  which 
my  artillery  could  be  served  with  advantage 
against  the  enemy,  while  two  of  his  batteries 
immediately  in  my  front,  and  one  almost  on  my 
right  flank,  filled  the  air  with  grape,  canister, 
shells  and  solid  shot ;  while  volley  after  volley 
of  musketry,  in  quick  succession,  swept  my  men 
by  scores  at  every  discharge.  For  four  hundred 
yards,  however,  my  line  steadily  advanced  with- 
out faltering  at  any  point  until  the  enemy  had 
been  driven  beyond  the  tangled  under-growthand 
his  first  line  completely  routed.  A  stubborn  resist- 
ance from  the  second  line,  supported  by  artillery, 
posted  upon  a  slight  acclivity  in  our  front,  and 
pouring  showers  of  canister  upon  us  for  a  few 
minutes,  checked  our  progress,  but  again  wo  ad- 
vanced, driving  back  his  second  line  up  to  and 
beyond  the  summit  of  the  ridge,  until  my  right 
rested  upon  and  my  centre  and  left  had  passed 
the  crest.  Unfortunately,  however,  at  this  mo- 
ment, when  the  rout  of  the  second  line  was  about 
being  made  as  complete  as  the  disaster  to  the 
first  a  few  minutes  previous,  a  force  of  the  enemy 
appeared  upon  my  right  flank,  and  had  well  nigh 
turned  it,  compelling  the  Eighteenth  and  Forty- 
fifth  Tennessee  regiment  to  retire  rapidly  and  in 
some  confusion  uuder  a  heavy  enfilading  fire. 
This  necessitated  the  withdrawal  of  the  centre 
and  left,  there  being  no  support  upon  my  right 
for  a  mile  and  none  in  my  rear  nearer  than  six 
hundred  yards,  and  which  was  then  not  in  mo- 
tion. 

Before  reaching  the  summit  of  the  ridge,  many 
of  the  best  and  bravest  officers  of  my  command 
had  been  stricken  down.  Among  these  may  be 
named  Colonel  J.  B.  Palmer,  severely  wounded ; 
ColonelJohn  M.  Lillard,  mortally  wounded ;  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Butler,  slightly  wounded ;  Major 
Joyner  and  Major  Tazewell  W.  Newman, severely 
wounded,  besides  many  line  officers,  whose  ser- 
vices were  almost  indispensable  to  their  com- 
mands. 

Soon  after  passing  the  dense  under-erowth 
mentioned  above,  wo  killed  the  horses  and  drove 
the  gunners  from  five  field  pieces,  three  upon  the 
right  and  two  in  the  centre,  rhe  command  passed 
them,  but  the  men  were  not  permitted  to  fall  out 
of  ranks  to  remove  them.  Lieutenant  Anderson, 
of  Dawson's  battery,  removed  three  of  them  (six- 
pounder  rifle  brass  pieces)  to  the  rear,  and  the 
other  two  were  removed  by  persons  unknown. 
In  addition,  to  this,  the  Thirty-second  Tennessee, 
in  the  centre,  just  before  being  withdrawn,  and 
while  a  little  beyond  the  crest  of  the  ridge, 
drove  the  enemy  from  two  other  field  pieces 
and  silenced  their  fire,  but  did  not  reach  them ; 
while  the  left  (Twenty-sixth  Tennessee)  drove 
him  from  a  battery  of  the  second  \\we,W, 
retired  before  reaching  it  Ii\tViiBajcX\ouC^xi\Q%' 
battery  of  light  artiltery,  of  WxigYtft  \>r\g*A* 


which  had  an  hour  or  two  previous  feci 
tured  by  the  enemy,  was  re-taken  bjwjm 
mand. 

Brigadier-General  Bate  relieved  me  abut— . 
p.  x.,  and  I  rapidly  re-formed  and  repJtninait; 
ammunition  in  his  rear,  and,  when  radjai 
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to  move  forward,  a  staff  officer  i 
the  enemy  had  penetrated  between  Btit'ili 
and  Johnson's  right,  and  that  hit  fv  -  A| 
were  moving  upon  my  flank.  Iii 
changed  the  direction  of  my  line  at  1 d 
quick,  first  sending  forward  a  strong  haerffr 
mishers.   But  finding  that  the  enemy  had  afti 
retreated  or  that  the  alarm  was  a  ok  m,\ 
reported  the  fact  to  the  Major-Genenl  m 
manding,  and,  in  obedience  to  his  od^ 
moved  again  to  the  front  and,  pasting  tfaa  gb> 
mands  of  Bate  and  Clayton,  formed  10  Battt 
yond  their  left  flank,  almost  upon  the  pnas 
ground  to  which  I  had  previously  purwd  fa 
enemy.   Having  placed  my  artiUefy  mposfa 
under  the  personal  supervision  of  HaiodBeMd 
Stewart,  and  protected  my  front  with  ikinia- 
ers,  I  was  directed  to  remain  and  hold  the  potaa 
during  tho  night   The  enemy  was  abort  to 
hundred  and  fifty  or  three  hundred  yards  •* 
tant  in  my  front,  but  did  not  advance,  ad,w 
an  occasional  shot  on  the  picket  fine  and  afc» 
shells  about  nightfall,  there  was  no  firing  dri( 
that  night. 

Soon  alter  daylight  on  Sunday  monua$(4»  1 
twentieth),  in  obedience  to  orders  from  to  » 
jor-General  commanding,  I  moved  by  the  A 
flank  five  hundred  paces,  inclining  a  titde  to« 
rear,  so  as  to  keep  the  crest  of  the  ridge,  hi 
few  moments  tho  skirmishers  tmconoleitdi 
sharp  fire  from  tho  enemy  and  were  rqifiy 
driven  in  on  the  right,  six  or  eight  of  tbgnfe 
ing  shot  down.   They  were  immediately  i» 
forced,  pushed  cautiously  forward,  under  iao\ 
shelter  as  die  ground  and  timber  afforded,  to i 
distance  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards; 
near  was  the  enemy  that  they  could  not  be  ad- 
vanced further  without  provoking  an  eupp 
ment,  which  I  had  been  cautioned  to  avoid  flu 
i  our  line  could  be  established.  Rrigadiex4jrt> 
oral  Bate  formed  on  my  right,  but  at  an  wfr 
with  my  line,  his  right  retired.   In  a  short  vat 
afterward  Brigadier-General  Wood,  of  Ckboroe'i 
division,  formed  on  my  right,  a  little  in  front ^ 
Bate.    We  erected  temporary  defences  of  lop. 
rocks,  brush,  and  such  other  materials  ai 
bo  hastily  collected. 

At  about  half-past  ten  a.  m.,  the  enemy  com- 
menced shelling  us  from  two  positions,  one  im- 
mediately in  my  front,  about  four  hundred  yards 
distant,  and  the  other  more  to  my  right,  dual 
but  little  damage. 

At  about  eleven  o'clock,  when  ordered  to  ad- 
vance, I  moved  in  line  to  the  front,  preceded  fcy 
my  skirmishers,  who,  soon  driving  in  the  enemr'i 
skirmishers,  rallied  upon  the  command.  ^ 
moved  at  double-quick  nearly  three  hundred 
mdft  through  an  open  wood,  the  enemy  retiring 
ycttforo  wa,Nro»GLtab  \sru£p\&  <s&.\u]  tight  broke 
t\Va.  rox&a&vrou  >Lj  *c&. 
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ive  yards  further,  and  to  within  fifty 
he  enemy's  battery  and  line  of  defences, 
right,  wholly  unsupported  and  receiv- 
able cross  fire  of  musketry  and  artillory 
flanks,  broke  and  retired  in  disorder  to 
orary  defences.  I  found  all  efforts  to 
Eighteenth  and  Forty-fifth  Tennessee, 
the  defences,  in  vain  and,  indeed,  im- 
le,  under  the  storm  of  grape  and  canis- 
1  prevailed  upon  every  part  of  the  field 
ch  these  two  regiments  passed.  The 
id  left  continued  steadily  to  advance 
j  crossed  the  Chattanooga  road  two  or 
ldred  yards,  and  passed  the  batterv  in 
,  but  on  the  right  flank  of  the  Thirty- 
enne88ee  regiment  But  being  unsup- 
l  the  right,  in  consequence  of  the  retreat 
rhteenu  and  Forty-fifth  Tennessee  regi- 
became  necessary  to  retire  the  remam- 
)  line,  because  to  have  advanced  further 
ive  exposed  it  to  the  hazard  of  being 
hile  to  have  remained  stationary,  with- 
er and  under  fire  from  a  protected  foe, 
ive  sacrificed  the  men  without  obtain- 
compensating  advantage.  I  therefore 
it  to  retire,  which  it  accomplished  in 
ively  good  order,  to  the  original  line, 
-forming  my  line,  I  received  a  slight 
vhich  disabled  me  from  duty  for  the 
r  of  the  day,  and  I  refer  to  the  report 
;1  Cook,  upon  whom  the  command  de- 
ar the  conduct  of  the  brigade  in  the 

lid  give  me  pleasure  to  mention  the 
shed  valor  exhibited  by  many  officers 
throughout  the  action ;  but  the  limits 
?port  will  not  permit  it,  and,  by  impli- 
ljustice  might  be  done  to  others  not 
With  but  few  individual  exceptions, 
le  command  did  credit  to  the  noble 
dch  sent  it  into  the  field,  and  added 
•e  to  the  cause  for  which  it  fought, 
regimental  commanders,  and  to  Lieu- 
•lonel  Hall,  of  the  Forty-fifth,  and  Major 
of  the  Thirty-second,  who  respectively 
led  the  skirmishers,  I  cheerfully  accord 
at  meed  of  praise  for  bravery  and  skill 
ath  of  Colonel  Lillard,  the  country  lost 
er  best  men  and  bravest  soldiers,  and 
land  an  officer  whose  place  caunot  be 
I  feel  deeply  the  loss  of  Colonel 
services  in  the  field,  for  with  him  on 
t,  the  gallant  Cook  in  the  centre,  and 
e  Lillard  on  the  left,  I  felt  the  utmost 
te  in  the  unvarying  steadiness  of  my 

leave  to  refer  you  to  the  accompanying 
f  my  regimental  commanders  (marked 
)  and  E)  for  detailed*  accounts  of  the 
le  by  those  several  commands. 
)t  close  without  expressing  my  obliga- 
tho  members  of  my  staff,  Captain  H.  J. 

A.  G.f  Captain  Gid.  H.  Low,  A.  A.,  In- 
general,  and  Lieutenant  James  T.  Brown, 
,  for  the  services  rendered  by  them 
be  entire  engagement  More  gallant 
—Doa  29 


men  could  not  be  found.  They  discharged  theii 
several  duties  with  a  degree  of  fidelity  and 
intrepidity  which  mere  language  cannot  reward. 
Major  B.  P.  Roy,  A.  Q.  M.  General,  Major  B.  F. 
Carter,  A.  C.  S.,  Dr.  James  F.  Grant,  brigade 
surgeon,  and  Lieutenant  Mark  S.  Cockrille, 
ordnance  officer,  performed  their  several  duties 
with  an  efficiency  and  zeal  deserving  the  highest 
praise.  I  am  also  indebted  to  George  B.  McCal- 
lum  and  M.  A.  Carter,  acting  staff  officers,  for 
valuable  and  efficient  assistance  on  the  field 
throughout  the  battle. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Major, 
Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
J.  C.  Brown, 

Brigadicr-Ctaneral. 

REPORT  OF  HMGADIER-GENERAL  R  G.  HUMPHREYS. 

HKADQUAHTKR9  BRIGADE,  \ 

Near  Chattanooga,  Tsnr.,  Oct.  8, 1868.  f 

Major  J.  M.  Qoggm,  Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

Major:  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  have  the 
honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  this  brigade  in  the  action  of  the 
twentieth  of  September : 

The  brigade  arrived  on  the  battle-field,  at 
Alexander's  Bridge,  at  two  o'clock  a.  m.,  on  the 
twentieth,  from  Western  Virginia.  About  ten 
o  clock  General  Kershaw  ordered  me  into  line 
of  battle  on  his  left  Heavy  firing  was  heard 
in  our  front,  when  we  advanced  in  line  parallel 
to  the  Lafayette  road.  Crossing  the  roaol,  we 
found  the  enemy  on  a  hill  at  the  edge  of  an  old 
field.  General  Kershaw  at  once  engaged  him 
and  drove  him  from  his  position.  At  this  time 
General  Bushrod  Johnson  rode  up  to  me  and  re- 
quested me  to  move  my  brigade  to  General  Ker- 
shaw's right,  as  the  enemy  were  massing  in  that 
direction  and  threatening  a  flank  movement  I 
immediately  moved  to  General  Kershaw's  right, 
met  the  enemy  in  force,  drove  in  his  skirmishers 
and  found  him  intrenched  on  a  hill  with  artillery. 
After  engaging  him  and  reconoitring  his  posi- 
tion, I  found  it  impossible  to  drive  him  from  it. 

I  immediately  informed  General  Longstrcct 
of  the  enemy's  position  and  strength,  and  re- 
ceived orders  from  him  to  hold  my  position  with- 
out advancing,  while  he  sent  a  division  to  attack 
him  on  the  right  and  left   The  attack  on  my 
left  was  first  made  with  doubtful  success ;  the 
i  attack  on  my  right  was  successful,  driving  the 
I  enemy  from  his  position  in  great  confusion.  It 
1  was  now  dark,  and  no  further  pursuit  was  made. 

I  refer  you  to  the  accompanying  lists  of 
casualties.  The  brigade  captured  during  the 
dav  over  four  hundred  prisoners,  five  stands  of 
colors,  and  twelve  hundred  small  arms. 

On  the  twenty-second,  learning  that  a  party 
of  the  enemy  was  on  the  mountain,  near  the  gap 
at  Rossville,  I  detached  thirty  men  from  the 
Eighteenth  regiment,  and  the  command  of  Cap- 
■■  tain  Ratcliff,  Company  A,  and  Lieutenant  Oren- 
burg, of  Company  K,  to  skirmish  for  them. 
They  succeeded  in  capturing  nine  officers  and 
one  hundred  and  twenty  xaaw, 
of  prisoners  c&ptuxeA  Vy       Xrog&ft&'t  *fcks\^- 
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seven  officers  and  five  hundred  and  thirty-five 
men. 

The  individual  cases  of  gallantry  and  daring 
among  the  officers  and  men  were  numerous,  and 
whore  all  behaved  so  well  it  is  unnecccHsary  to 
particularize.  I  cannot  conclude  this  report 
without  paying  a  tribute  of  admiration  to  the 
bearing  and  dauntless  courage  of  Brigadier- 
General  Kershaw  and  his  brave  Palmetto  boys, 
who  have  so  long  and  so  often  fought  side  by 
side  with  the  Mississippi  troops.  The  gallant 
and  heroic  daring  with  which  they  met  the 
shock  of  battle,  and  irresistibly  drove  back  the 
Federal  hosts,  merits  the  highest  encomiums 
and  lasting  gratitude  of  the  army  and  the 
country.      Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
Benjamin  G.  Humphreys. 

Brigadier-General,  commanding. 
REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  J.  B.  KERSHAW. 

IIradquarterb  Kkiuilaw'b  Brigade,  ) 
Near  Chattanooga,  October  16, 1863.  J 

Mqjor  J.  M.  Gogpiu,  Assistant  Adjutant-General: 
Major:  I  respectfully  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  operations  of  ray  own  and  Hum- 
phreys' brigade  in  the  late  battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga.  The  mention  of  tho  latter  brigade  is 
necessarily  general,  from  the  fact  that  General 
Humphreys  report  did  not  pass  through  me, 
and,  being  on  foot  during  the  engagement,  I 
could  only  assumo  a  very  general  command.  I 
respectfully  refer  to  the  report  of  General 
Humphreys  for  more  particular  information 
of  his  movements. 

At  midnight,  on  the  eighteenth  of  September, 
the  last  of  my  brigade  arrived  at  the  terminus 
of  the  railroad  near  Catoosa  Station,  and  next 
morning  marched,  under  orders  from  the  Gen- 
eral commanding,  to  Ringgold,  at  which  place 
the  command  united  with  that  of  Brigadier- 
General  Humphreys.  About  nightfall  orders 
were  received  from  the  Lieutenant-General 
commanding  to  join  General  Hood  with  the 
command.  Conducted  by  Colonel  Dillard,  we 
moved  at  once  across  Alexander's  Bridge  over 
Chickamauga  Creek,  and  bivouacked  at  one 
o'clock  a.  m.,  on  the  twentieth.  At  nine  o'clock 
we  were  ordered  by  the  Lieutenant-General 
commanding  to  a  position  in  reserve  to  Hood's 
division,  near  the  headquarters  of  the  command- 
ing General.  About  eleven  o'clock  I  was 
ordered  forward  with  the  command  to  report 
to  Major-General  Hood.  Arriving,  I  found  his 
troops  engaged  in  front,  and  a  line  of  battle  just 
going  in.   General  Hood  directed  me  to  form 


road  near  a  house,  and.  crossing  the  *w 
ground,  entered  the  woods  beyou'il.  n  i 
ceeded  nearly  to  what  I  understi  .i  to  b-":-.- 
Covc  road.    While  passing  through.  tli» 
wood,  Lieutenant-General  Longstr":;t  i:j-.v 
me  to  to  look  out  for  my  right  flai'k.  ardlla-: 
disposed  of  Colonel  Hennagan's  E:«kji  $ 
Carolina,  my  right  regiment,  in  such    u  j  -;: 
as  to  cover  me  in  that  direction,  a«*  I  £\\\ -w: 
Having  reached  the  point  last  rn-ji.!ir,!;.\.v_ 
firing  on  my  right  became  very  Vci^y,  ;,r" 
portion  of  General  Hood's  division  Mi  -i 
alone  my  line.   I  changed  front  ahur-s:  \ 
penaicularly  to  tho  right  on  Colon*?  1  N  ::. 
Third  South  Carolina  regiment,  my  !«■*"♦  >r 
which  I  had  indicated  as  the  d'irecrinr  \* 
lion.    This  movement  had  just  bev. 
plished,  when  an  officer  of  BrigadicrJfe-.i 
Law's  stalT  informed  me  of  the  unf  jrr:.  > 
loss  of  Major-General  Hood,  and  scjj 
that,  as  senior  Brigadier,  I  should  ast'iiLv  i* 
diroction  of  the  two  brigades  of  that  uivL*;-: 
on  my  right.   General  Bushrod  Johns"*-  ^ 
present  and  colled  for  a  comparison  rf  n- > 
which  seemed  to  satisfy  him.    Major  CnioJL: 
ham,  Assistant  Inspector-General,  General  H  ■■■  f; 
staff,  who  had  been  Bent  by  the  General  r  ~  (  >' 
duct  me,  made  the  opportune  suggest! *~r 
the  Lieutenant-General  commanding  Tie  iLit-  m?. -. '. 
Relieved  by  this,  I  requested  him  to  direct 
end  Humphreys  to  move  up  and  suppon  : 
my  right,  lie  having  been  thrown  hi  my  rt-  .-'  - 
my  change  of  front.    General  Johnson"  ha-i  :■ 
dertaken  to  advance  a  brigade  on  my  kf:.  T.  - 
enemy  occupied  a  skirt  of  wood  on  "th*  i;:r  ? 
of  the  fiela  around  Dyer's  house  :  his  r.±. 
extending  into  the  wood  beynn-l  tin  *7=  J-I.  O 
left  crossing  the  Cove  road.    His  col- r? 
ostentatiously  displayed  aloii£  the  lii.*?.  T 
last  of  Hood's  division  engaged  i:i  my  fr  i::: 
just  retired,  when  I  ordered  tho  ad\an:-:.  1. 
ing  Colonel  Ilennagau  to  extend  t».«  ii:  f.:" 
and  engage  the  enemy  in  that  direct  k-:;  z:l 
Humphreys'  arrival,  who  was  then  r:  n..r:  - 
The  distance  across  the  field  was  nlw.ir.  v\:\:: 
hundred  yardfi,  with,  a  fence  intorventasr  r-  '■■ 
one-quarter  of  the  distance.    As  s  "<n  n-*  ,Jc 
crossed  the  fence  I  ordered  bayonets  rlxv  i.  a  = 
moved  at  a  double-quick,  sending  L;or.*--t  n:- 
Coloncl  Gaillards  Second  South  Oarc-lh-i  :  i> 
mcnt,  inv  extreme  left,  to  gain  the  <.  i.omy's  rvfir. 
flank.   When  within  one  hundrc  1  yar.ls  f  mL- 
enemy  they  broke,  and  I  upened  fire  up'.o 
along  the  whole  line,  but  pursued  tln.m  r..j  it- 
over  the  first  hue  of  hills  to  the  foot  of  th  ? 
ond,  when  I  halted  under  a  heavy  lire  -y 


une  in  his  rear,  with  my  centre  resting  on  the  j  lery  on  the  heights,  sheltering  the  men  as : 
spot  where  I  found  him,  which  I  suppose  was  !  as  possible,  and  there  awaited  the  com.:!.::  i 
his  centre.  Forming  line,  Humphreys  on  my  I  Humphreys  on  my  rizht  The  Seventh 
left,  as  rapidly  as  possible,  under  fire  of  the  !  Carolina,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bland,  my  r:^rh*  ?  j- 
enemy,and  in  a  thick  wood,  I  moved  as  directed, 1  tre  regiment,  and  the  Fifteenth  South  d.-. 
to  the  front.  I  had  been  directed  to  occupy  a  1  Lieutenant-Colonel  Joseph  F.  Gist,  had  oKi'i-  j 
lino  of  breastworks ;  but,  before  reaching  that 1  to  the  right.  Colonel  Hcnnagan  had  pur-v- 
point,  a  staff-officer  of  the  IAe\\temii\rQrw^  the  right  that,  wh.n  H'^- 

commanding  was  sent  to  direct       to  yiomt 

further  in  advance.   I  crossed  th*  lofagrtto  ^  YA\ftwo?k  «A  x^eaaas^  VAai. 


Brig.  gen.  kdw.  A  wi 1 .1 ). 


DOCUMENTS. 


451 


Alabama,  Law's  brigade,  came 
of  the  Seventh  ana  occupied 
n  that  and  the  Fifteenth,  and 
lents  advanced  without  orders, 
right  to  direct  that  I  should  be 
lumphreys  arrived, 
iring  renewed  on  my  right,  I 
ft  wing,  Third  South  Carolina, 
and  Second  South  Carolina,  and 
points,  the  crest  of  the  hill 
ds  of  the  enemy's  lines.  After 
gallant  struggles  I  have  ever 
ially  on  the  part  of  the  Third 
id  James'  battalion,  which  occu- 
n  front  of  the  enemy's  battery, 
to  fall  back  to  a  point  about 
fifty  yards^  where  I  determined 
y  until  reinforcements  arrived, 
advanced,  but,  by  a  cool,  delib- 
lickly  repulsed.  General  Hum- 
that  ho  could  make  no  further 
unt  of  the  heavy  force  of  the 
jht.  I  directed  him  to  make 
of  his  troops  as  would  cover 
About  three  o'clock  Brigadier- 
n's  Mississippi  brigade  came  to 
(escribed  to  him  the  situation, 
n  attack  on  the  right  flank  of 
the  enemy.  He  acquiesced  in 
•anced  his  left  preparatory  to 
•vering  his  front  with  skirmish- 
liately  became  engaged,  and 
of  the  enemy ,  but,  raising  a 
lines,  they  advanced  their  fine 
arge,  driving  back  Anderson's 
confusion.  With  hearty  cheers 
liird  South  Carolina  and  James' 
1  them  with  the  utmost  enthu- 
i'h  brigade  promptly  re-formed 
His  reserve  regiment  came 
minutes  time,  the  enemy  was 
The  Second  South  Carolina  and 
de  dashed  after  him  and  drove 
the  hill,  the  Second  South  Caro- 
:rest  The  troops  to  his  left  hav- 
)  their  former  position,  Lieuten- 
ird  says,  in  his  report,  that  "  ho 
ctanth-,  to  fall  back."  This  was 
i^ht  flank  of  the  enemy,  and  the 
>hque  angle  to  my  line.  All  of 
tcept  the  Second,  though  not 
he  direct  attack,  served  to  hold 
ition  along  that  portion  of  the  ' 
stly  engaged  during  the  attack.  I 
k  Grracie's  and  Kelly's  brigades  j 
orted  to  me.  I  directed  them,  i 
m  on  my  rear,  and  the  latter  to 
s  left  General  Hindman  iu- 
ho  was  about  to  attack  on 
well  on  the  right  flank  of  the  \ 
o  brigades  of  infantry,  with  | 
ifter,  he  opened  heavily  in  that  j 
mt  me  word  the  attack  was  ; 
ess  a  demonstration  was  made  ! 

J  determined  on  on  attack,  i 
r  forces.   McNair's  brigade,  I 


which  had  come  up  on  my  right,  Graeies, 
Kelly's,  Anderson's,  my  Eighth,  Fifteenth,  and 
Second  regiments  participating.  The  rest  of 
my  brigade  being,  in  whole  or  in  part,  out  of 
ammunition,  remained  in  reserve  at  their  posi- 
tion. This  was  one  of  the  heaviest  attacks  of 
the  war  on  a  single  point.  The  brigades  went 
in  in  magnificent  order ;  General  Gracie,  under 
my  own  eye,  led  his  brigade,  now  for  the  first 
time  under  fire,  most  gallantly  and  efficiently, 
and,  for  more  than  an  hour  and  a  half,  the 
struggle  continued  with  unabated  fury.  It  ter- 
minated at  sunset — the  Second  South  Carolina 
being  among  the  last  to  retire.  At  dark  Gen- 
eral Robinson,  of  Hood's  division,  came  up  with 
his  brigade  and  picketed  to  my  front.  About 
ten  o'clock,  I  think,  he  informed  me  that  the 
enemy  had  left  I  immediately  communicated 
the  fact  to  the  LieutenantrGeueral  commanding. 
In  the  morning  General  Robinson  withdrew, 
and  I  sent  forward  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gaillard 
to  take  possession  of  the  enemy's  hospital  and 
to  picket  to  the  front  The  day  was  spent  in 
caring  for  the  wounded,  burying  the  dead,  and 
collecting  arms.  In  the  afternoon  Maior-Gen- 
eral  McLaws  resumed  command  of  the  division. 
My  brigade  was  inarched  a  few  miles  that  night 
towards  Chattanooga,  and  next  day  drove  in  the 
enemy  to  their  present  lines,  in  conjunction 
with  Wofford's  brigade,  my  Eighth  South  Caro- 
lina being  chiefly  engaged.  But  few  men  were 
lost  in  this  affair.  During  the  first  charge  of  the 
twentieth  my  brigade  captured  nine  pieces  of 
artillery,  three  of  which  were  taken  by  the  Eighth 
South  Carolina,  and  some  half  dozen  caissons,with 
ammunition.  Most  of  these  wero  taken  before 
they  could  open  fire.  My  losses  were  heavy,  as 
will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  accompanying 
detailed  report  Among  them  are  some  of  the 
most  gallant  and  efficient  officers  and  men  of  my 
command,  and  choice  spirits  of  Carolina  chiv- 
alry. Lieutenant-Colonel  Elbert  Bland,  Seventh 
South  Carolina,  fell  at  the  head  of  his  regiment 
in  the  first  moment  of  our  triumph.  A  few  mo- 
ments later,  Major  John  S.  Hard,  his  successor, 
was  instantly  killed.  The  command  then  de- 
volved on  Captain  E.  J.  Goggin.  Captain  J.  M. 
Townsend,  commanding  James'  battalion,  was 
killed,  leading  the  charge  upon  the  enemy's 
stronghold.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hoole,  Eighth 
South  Carolina  regiment,  was  killed  in  the  early 
part  of  the  action.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bland 
was  recognized  generally  as  an  officer  of  rare 
ability.  His  power  of  command,  his  cool,  daunt- 
less  courage  and  self-control  in  battle,  his  excel- 
lent judgment,  disciplinary  skill  and  ability  in 
camp,  marked  him  as  a  man  of  a  high  order  of 
military  talent.  His  personal  and  social  charac- 
teristics were  equally  noble  and  elevated.  In 
him  we  have  lost  a  champion  worthy  of  our  glo- 
rious cause.  Major  John  S.  Hard  was  a  gallant 
and  accomplishea  officer,  and  has  highly  distin- 
guished himself  on  every  battle-fieM  vv\  vjb&Rk 
his  regiment  has  \>ecn  eu^a^i.  ^^Xaia^^wyar 
end  commanded  \ua  \>atta\vo\\,  w^nss^ 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  e\LC\\.  tbpj  vOTDKiwAaSass^ 
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ou  the  field,  before  he  fell,  and  would,  if  he  were 
living,  have  been  here  mentioned  with  high  dis- 
tinction. Lieutenant-Colonel  Hoole  was  an  offi- 
cer of  much  merit,  but  has  been  prevented  by 
protracted  illness  from  attaining  that  distinction 
lie  might  have  achieved  wfth  his  gallant  regi- 
ment He  was  much  beloved  for  his  personal 
qualities,  and  his  loss  will  be  deeply  deplored  by 
his  comrades.  For  particular  mention  of  other 
bravo  spirits  who  have  fallen,  I  respectfully  refer 
to  the  accompanying  reports  of  regimental  com- 
manders. My  pride  and  satisfaction  with  the 
conduct  of  my  entire  brigade,  in  the  engage- 
ment, could  not  be  more  complete.  Officers  and 
men,  each  acted  as  if  impressed  with  the  feeling 
that  the  destinies  of  the  country  depended  upon 
his  own  faithful,  earnest,  and  intelligent  discharge 
of  duty.   I  shall  not  attempt  to  particularize. 

The  only  member  of  my  staff  with  me  during 
the  whole  day  was  Captain  C.  R.  Holmes,  A.  A. 
G.  To  him,  as  on  all  previous  occasions  of  this 
character,  I  am  greatly  indebted  for  the  most 
valuable  and  gallant  services.  He  represented 
me  on  the  right  wing  of  my  brigade.  I  detailed 
Second  Lieutenant  H.  L.  Tarlcy  to  act  as  Aid-de- 
Camp,  and  cannot  too  highly  commend  his  gal- 
lantry, activity,  and  efficiency,  under  the  most 
trying  circumstances.  As  an  evidence  of  my 
apppreciation,  I  detailed  him  to  accompany  the 
captured  flags  to  Richmond.  Lieutenant  W.  M. 
Dwight,  A.  A.  and  I.  G.,  joined  me  in  the  after- 
noon and  aided  me  with  his  usual  efficiency. 

In  the  absence  of  horses  for  myself  and  staff, 
I  detailed  one  man  from  each  regiment  as  order- 
lies to  communicate  with  the  command.  All  of 
them  rendered  efficient  service,  and  two,  M.  F. 
Milan,  Company  A,  Third  South  Carolina  regi- 
ment, and  Kawlins  Rivers,  Company  I,  Second 
South  Carolina  regiment,  were  killed  in  the  dis- 
charge of  that  duty.  Rivers  had  attracted  my 
notice  by  gallant  and  intelligent  services  in  the 
same  position  at  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  8.  Kershaw, 
Brigadier-General,  commanding. 

REPORT  OF  OOL  C.  a  WILSON,  COMMANDING  BRIGADE. 

Hkadquaktzks  Wiiaon'8  Brigade,  \ 
Mqbioxabt  Rmos,  October  1, 1883.  j 

Captain  Joseph  B.  Gumming,  Assistant  Adju- 
tant-General: 

Captain  :  It  was  not  until  one  o'clock  on  Fri- 
day night,  the  eighteenth  instant,  that  my  bri- 
gade succeeded  in  crossing  Shaelan  Ford,  on 
the  Chickamauga  River,  the  road  having  been 
blocked  up  by  the  wagons  and  artillery  trains 
of  the  brigades  and  divisions  which  preceded 
us  on  the  march.   We  bivouacked  on  the  west 


side  of  the  river  that  night,  prepared  to  follow 
our  division  on  the  next  day's  march.  The 

ordnance  train  of  the  division  not  having  sue-   ,  

ceeded  in  crossing  Friday  t\\fc\it,  I  'was  &Vrfcc\ft&\  ^nctvxv^  foVL  over  which  i 
by  special  order  from  &W\b\ot\  tau&c^xtat*  to ^\«soasA  *>S\  \fro»eK&A*tc<K« 
remain  with  the  train,  holding      bt'v^Ae  aa     \x^>aa%*K>,*sA  vks*  ^sarasotacm 


§uard  until  it  had  crossed,  and  than  a 
le  division.  I  immediately  detached  d 
tieth  Georgia  regiment,  and  sent  ft  Id  t 
as  a  guard  to  that  portion  of  the  ttm  (ft 
not  crossed,  and  to  furnish  fatigue  pin 
help  forward  disabled  or  stalled  wapw,! 
first  reconnoitred  the  position  and  thrii 
two  companies  on  each  road  leading  to  A 
to  guard  against  surprise  by  theeneity  j 
nine  o'clock  a.  m.,  the  whole  train  had  a 
and  was  put  in  motion,  with  the  Twnt 
Georgia  and  a  section  of  the  battery  tk 
an  advance  guard  and  the  rest  of  the  trip 
rear.  In  this  order  we  had  marched  ibm 
miles  from  the  ford,  to  the  roteriectkni 
road  from  Alexander's  Bridge  with  the  n 
Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill,  when  I  record 
one  of  General  Forrest's  staff,  an  orda 
division  headquarters,  directing  me  tog 
General  Forrest  and  obey  his  orders,  ji 
was  thereupon  sent  forward  alone,  tndl 
gade  filed  to  the  right  on  the  Alexanden 
road,  conducted  by  the  staff  officer  ▼ 
brought  me  the  order.  One  company^ 
of  the  Thirtieth  Georgia  regiment,™ 
been  thrown  out  as  skirmishers  from 
had  not  yet  overtaken  the  regiment,*!* 
until  the  fight  was  over,  but  fell  in  c 
of  General  Ector's  brigade,  and  bw 
lantly,  as  1  am  informed,  during  the  a 
of  that  day.  This  was  Company  1 
Hitch.  Riding  forward  with,  Genei 
he  informed  me  that  the  enemy,  in  c 
force,  were  engaging  his  cavalry  to 
and  front  of  my  position,  and  he  dir 
select  a  position  and  form  line  of  t 
left  of  the  road.  I  formed  my  line  < 
of  the  long  hill  which,  from  the  nort 
looks  and  commands  the  plain  wh< 
encounter  with  the  enemy  took  pi 
the  artillery  by  sections  on  the  m» 
positions  and  opposite  to  the  inten 
regiments.  We  had  not  remained 
tion  long  when  an  order  from  Gen 
informed  me  that  the  enemy  were  ] 
sorely  in  front,  and  directed  me  to 
his  left.  This  order  was  prompt 
the  brigade  moving  off  by  the  ngl 
filing  up  the  Alexander's  Bridge 
three-eighths  of  a  mile,  was  formed 
line.  The  line  was  scarcely  formed 
commenced  on  the  left.  The  ordc 
to  move  forward  at  once,  and  the 
off  with  the  enthusiasm  of  high  ho; 
otic  determination,  and  the  precis* 
racy  which  only  disciplined  an* 
troops  can  attain.  The  enemy's 
were  encountered  at  once  and  drive 
first  line,  which  opened  upon  ns  a 
Steadily  the  line  moved  forward 
into  the  enemy's  rank  a  weU-directe 
very  soon  caused  his  line  to  break 
the  field  in  confusion,  leaving  dead  i 
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battle,  which  seemed  to  have  been  drawn  up 
.  _  or  four  hundred  yards  in  rear  of  the  first : 
rnea  agpain  the  contest  was  renewed  with  great 
and  the  position  disputed  with  stubborn 
r'CBp/ve.  The  firing  at  this  point  was  terrific, 
*^tdmskixy  brave  officers  and  men  fell  while  gal- 
•B*Or  discharging  their  duties.  For  a  time  our 
Uie  watered,  and  the  overwhelming  force  of 
enemy  seemed  determined  to  drive  us  from 
*»  field.  Rallying  from  the  shock  of  this  new 
?f*^**  j^r,  our  line  again  moved  forward  with 
wrrni  nation  and  energy,  and  finally  succeeded 


J  driving 

K???  *o  li  is  breastworks,  which  had  been  erected 


back  the  enemy's  second  line  in  con- 


f  ^      1 1  trees  about  four  hundred  yards  in  rear 
fe^*6*  ^«cond  line.   At  this  time  an  order  from 
DetorJ***-  ^Torrest  directed  ine  not  to  press  the 
^"  •  further,  but,  in  the  meantime,  our  line 
rorj^  <ic*tt.e  within  range  of  the  breastworks, 
io^.    '5^r^ich  a  constant  and  galling  fire  was 
ittrv{l5^   *nt0  our  ranks,  and  a  heavy  force  was 
pat^xT1^  around  our  left  flank.   I  at  once  dis- 
l  V*x«^^  one  of  my  staff  to  General  Ector,  who 
t©^^?^  was  a  short  distance  in  our  rear,  with  a 
b^fjr^^t  that  he  would  move  up  on  my  left.  But 
^^^Jf^  my  messenger  reached  him,  General 
I^^T^t  had  ordered  his  brigade  to  the  right — a 
t^X^^on  ne^  UP  to  tuat  tmie  by      cavalry.  In 
*aeantime,  the  enemy,  having  tiurncd  my  left, 
^feT?^  au  ^^ding  fa*0  Ult0  our  thinned  ranks, 
compelled  the  whole  left  of  the  line  to  fall 
including  the  Thirtieth  Georgia  regiment, 
w^kich  occupied,  the  centre.    Observing  this 
^Movement,  and  pressed  by  a  galling  fire  in  front, 
Hie  right  of  the  line,  made  up  of  the  Twcnty- 
**fth  and  Twcnty-niuth  Georgia  regiments,  began 
•lowly  to  fall  back.    This  movement  having 
been  promptly  arrested,  I  passed  towards  the  left 
with  a  view  of  rallying  the  rest  of  the  brigade, 
and  succeeded  in  restoring  order  to  the  thinned 
ranks  of  the  Thirtieth  Georgia,  when  I  dis- 
covered the  enemy  still  pressing  around  the  left 
towards  an  open  field,  through  which  our  line 
had  advanced.   I  thereupon  directed  Licutcu- 
antrColonel  Boynton,  then  commanding  the  Thir- 
tieth Georgia  to  fall  back  a  little  further  to  a  wood 
on  the  left  of  the  road,  intending  to  re-form  on 
it.    While  this  was  being  done,  General  Ector's 
brigade  went  in  on  the  right  of  my  line,  and  the 
Twenty-fifth  and  Twenty-ninth  Georgia  regi- 
ments went  with  this  brigade  again  into  the 
action,  and  remained  with  it  during  the  light  of 
that  brigade,  and  the  sharpshooters  and  Louis- 
iana battalion,  were  rallied  and  re-formed  in  the 
rear  of  other  troops  of  our  division,  which  at 
this  time  had  come  up  to  our  relief.  ITaving 
been  re-formed,  and  our  cartridge-boxes  replen- 
ished, the  brigade  took  up  its  position  again, 
remained  on  the  battle-field  that  night,  and 
moved  with  the  division  next  day. 

During  the  action  of  this  day  (Sunday,  the 
twentieth  instant),  it  was  not  our  fortune  to  be 
much  engaged.  Our  ranks  had  been  much  re- 
duced, and  we  mustered  not  over  four  hundred 
and  fifty  aggregate.  About  twelve  m.,  the  right 
of  owr  line  having  advanced  some  distance,  we 


engaged  the  enemy  in  a  thick  wood,  about  half 
a  mile  from  the  Chattanooga  road,  in  connection 
with  general  Gist's  brigade,  which  was  in  front 
of  us,  and  General  Ector's,  which  was  in  cur 
rcar.  At  this  time  the  three  brigades  were  oc- 
cupying the  same  line  nearly,  and  this  arrange- 
ment necessarily  resulted  in  some  confusion. 
After  a  very  unsatisfactory  fight,  lasting  proba- 
bly forty  minutes,  and  in  which  wo  lost  some 
valuable  officers  and  a  few  men,  we  were  order- 
ed to  fall  back  and  re-form.  This  was  accom- 
plished, the  line  falling  back  a  few  hundred  yards, 
where  we  remained  until  about  five  p.  m«,  when 
the  line  was  re-formed,  with  General  Gist's  bri- 
gade on  the  right,  General  Ector's  on  the  left 
and  mine  in  the  centre — the  division  being  un- 
der command  of  General  Gist — and  advanced 
to  the  last  charge,  meeting,  however,  no  enemy, 
and  having  the  satisfaction  of  taking  up  our 
bivouac  upon  the  field  from  which  our  enemy 
had  been  driven  iu  confusion.  This  brigade  en- 
tered the  fight  with  an  effective  force  of  twelve 
hundred  men,  and  lost,  during  the  two  days' 
fighting,  ninety-nine  killed,  four  hundred  and 
twenty-six  wounded,  aud  eighty  missing.  Of 
the  number  missing,  many  were  wounded  and 
fell  into  the  enemy's  hands,  but  were  recaptured 
with  the  field  hospital  he  had  established  near 
the  battle-field.  Of  the  number  wounded  sev- 
eral have  since  died,  among  them  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  A.  J.  Williams,  commanding  Twenty- 
fifth  Georgia  regiment,  a  brave  and  gallant  offi- 
cer, to  whom  much  praise  is  due  for  his  conduct 
on  the  field.  He  fell  at  his  post  and  in  the  effi- 
cient discharge  of  his  duties. 

A  list  of  killed  and  wounded  officers  having 
been  furnished,  I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  em- 
body it  in  this'  report.  I  may  be  permitted  to 
say,  however,  that  among  them  were  numbered 
the  bravest,  the  truest,  and  the  best.  Where 
all  behaved  so  well,  it  would  be  invidious  to 
draw  distinctions.  I  know  of  no  instance  in 
which  any  officer  slirank  from  the  discharge  of 
his  duty,  and  in  mentioning  a  few  who  fell  un- 
der my  own  observation  I  do  not  mean  to  dis- 
parsige  those  who  did  not.  I  notice,  as  worthy 
of  commendation,  the  eases  of  Captains  A.  \\  . 
and  A.  IT.  Smith,  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Georgia 
regiment,  and  Captain  Spencer,  of  the  Twenty- 
ninth  Georgia  regiment,  Lieutenants  Alfred 
Bryant  and  A.  B.  Sadler,  of  the  First  battalion 
Georgia  shaq^shooters,  who,  notwithstanding 
they  were  wounded,  remained  with  their  com- 
mands through  the  fight  and  discharged  their 
duties  to  the  end.  I  respectfully  ask  the  favor- 
able eonsideration  of  the  Major-Ocneral  com- 
manding to  the  cases  of  my  Assistant  Adjutant 
and  Inspector-General,  First  Lieutenant  Robert 
Wayne,  and  of  my  acting  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General,  First  Lieutenant  R.  E.  Lester.  The 
first  was  seriously  wounded  in  the  leg  whilst  in 
the  discharge  of  "his  duties,  and  Lieutenant  Les- 
ter was  wounded  in  the  head  and  abdoincn.  un- 
der the  same  circumstances,  and  had  two  horses 
killed  under  him.  They  were  both  conspicuous 
in  the  figM,  riding  fc^tVra^  ^cku&  ^Oaa  ^ 
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in  number)  in  regard  to  the  capture  of  which 
it  is  understood  that  rival  claims  have  been 
advanced,  were  not  only  captured  by  this  bri- 
gade, but  duly  taken  possession  of  at  the  time 
by  a  detail  made  for  the  purpose,  under  charge 
of  Lieutenant  Fletcher  Beaumont,  Adjutant  of 
the  Fiftieth  Tennessee  regiment. 

STATEMENT  OF  ADJUTANT  BEAUMONT  IN  REGARD  TO  THE 
CAPTURE  OF  NINE  PIECES  OF  ARTILLERY  FROM  TIIE 
ENEMY  ON  THE  BATTLE-FIELD  OF  CH1CKAM  AUG  A . 

In  thb  Field,  October  0, 1863. 

Colonel  Sugg  : 

Sir:  Having  been  requested  to  furnish  a 
written  statement  of  the  facts  regarding  toe 
capture  from  the  enemy  on  the  battlo-field  of 
Chickamauga,  September  twentieth,  1863,  by 
Qeneral  Gregg's  brigade,  of  nine  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, which  I  am  enabled  to  do  by  reason  of 
having  been  your  Aid-de-Camp  on  that  day,  and, 
as  such,  having  sent  the  pieces  to  the  rear  for 
safety  in  the  event  of  an  attempt  to  retake  them, 
I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following,  which  will 
be  indorsed  by  members  of  the  Forty-first  Ten- 
nessee regiment  of  this  brigade,  who  were  wit- 
nesses to  the  statement  herein  set  forth : 

Preparatory  to  advancing  upon  the  enemy, 
our  division,  consisting  of  Generals  Johnson's, 
McNair's,  and  Gregg's  brigades,  the  whole  com- 
manded by  Brigadier-General  Johnson,  was 
formed  by  placing  Johnson's  brigade  on  the 
left,  McNair's  on  the  right,  with  two  regiments 
and  a  battalion  from  our  brigade  on  the  extreme 
left— the  remainder  of  the  latter  following  as 
a  support  about  one  hundred  yards  in  rear  of 
the  front  line.  In  this  order  the  division  moved 
off.  Having  gone  some  distance,  McNair's  bri- 
gade, immediately  in  our  front,  halted,  the  ene- 
my maintaining  a  brisk  fire  on  the  whole  line, 
when,  by  consent  of  its  commander,  our  bri- 
gade passed  over  it  and  gained  the  front  line. 
Boon  after  we  emerged  into  an  open  field,  on  the 
opposite  side  of  which,  to  our  right  and  on  an 
eminence  commanding  the  field,  was  posted  the 
enemy's  artillery.  Seeing  a  rich  prize  within  its 
grasp,  our  brigade  marched  forward  until  it  had 
gained  the  flank ;  then  wheeling  to  the  right, 
went  up  and  possessed  it,  several  of  the  pieces 
having  been  silenced  and  abandoned  before  the 
brigade  had  commenced  to  wheel.  On  reaching 
the  guns  we  had  so  nobly  won,  as  your  Aid,  I 
proceeded  to  take  possession  and  have  them 
removed  to  the  rear  for  safety  against  re-capture. 
For  this  purpose  I  made  a  detail  of  the  men 
nearest  to  me,  and,  when  I  could  find  them,  such 
wounded  as  were  able  to  ride  horseback,  and 
Federal  prisoners,  with  a  guard.  Every  gun 
and  its  accompaniments  which  fell  into  our 
hands  were  saved.  I  would  also  mention  that 
instead  of  eight  (8)  guns,  as  you  estimate  in 
your  official  report,  thero  were  niiie  (9)  to  my 
knowledge,  having  seen  that  number  myself 
after  the  fighting  had  subsided  in  the  evening 
of  that  day.  Too  eager  to  get  them  safely  to 
the  rear,  I  did  not  stop  to  ascertain  the  exact 
number,  supposing  that  I  would  have  an  oppor- 


tunity to  settle  that  point  afterwiri,«Ii  frr/ - 
rected  them  to  be  taken  to'  the  hill  osrbqpi  l^^  irt 
was  posted  on  before  the  advance  bqpa.     I*//-'  \ 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully  youra,         1^  .  L 
Fletcher  BiAnon,  r'V- 

Adjutant  Fiftieth  Tensccn  r*tatt  |:r _  ■'  " 

We  fully  concur  in  the  above  sfetamt     |:"  :  '  r 

W.  G.  Vanclave,  Company  H,  Forty&g  I-"  - 1  1 
nessee  regiment,  I-"'  - : " £. 

C.  a  Haughton,  Company  H,  Fortr-fintfa  |:J ;l 
nessee  regiment.  I-  ' 

B.  W.  Smith,  Fourth  Sergeant, Forty4ntT»  1*  1  "i- 
nessee  regiment  : 

A.  P.*N.  Bells,  Company  H,  Forfrfintta  |^ 
nessee  regiment  I  ' 

A.  J.  Park,  Company  H,  Forty-first  Tenon  |'*V 
regiment  I  lT- 

Levi  Osburn,  Company  H,  Forty-bit  T*  ■ 
nessee  regiment  I '  - 

Willy  Osburn,  Company  H,  Forty-fed  Tb  ■ 
nessee  regiment  I " 

H.  M.  Fowler,  Company  H,  Forty-fint T»  I- 
nessee  regiment  I" 

The  above  names  are  members  of  Couw?  \\  - 
H,  Forty-first  Tennessee  regiment,  and  afc*  1 .'  ^ 
ized  mo  to  sign  their  names.  1 . .  - 

W.  M.  Cooper,  I  f. 

First  Lieutenant  Company  H,  Forty-first  Tconeaanp*  1 

REPORT  OF  COL.  D.  COLEMAN,  COMM  AKDDsG  BttiB.    1 "  ■  ] 

Hkxdquakteks  McNair's  Brigak,    I    1  *  - 
Camt  xear  Ringgold,  Georgia,  September  24,  Wl )  1 

Captain  Blakemore,  A.  A.  A.  General:  \' 
Captain:  In  obedience  to  Brigadier-Gtaffll  1" 
Johnsons  order  of  yesterday,  I  have  the  MM   1  • 
to  report  the  part  taken  by  this  brigade  in  the  1 
late  battles :  1 
Shortly  before  daylight  on  the  eighteenth  it-  1 
stant,  this  brigade  (Brigadier-General  £.  Sfr  I 
Nair's),  in  company  with  that  of  Brigadier-Gar  1 
oral  B.  R.  Johnson,  who  commanded  the  vhjk  1 
force,  left  Catoosa  Station,  on  the  Chickanaap  1 
River,  and  marched,  by  way  of  Ringgold,  hy 
the  Lafayette  road  to  the  intersection  of  the 
Grays ville  and  Reed's  Bridge  roads.  Here,afr 
nonading  and  sharp  skirmishing  being  had 
on  the  left,  lino  of  battle  was  formed,  with  John- 
son's brigade  on  the  right,  and  the  force  Bvepi 
steadily  in  this  order,  with  skirmishers  in  fro&t, 
across  the  country  to  the  left,  the  enemy  giving 
away  with  scarcely  any  resistance,  to  the  Reed's 
Bridge  road,  near  the  bridge.    Thence  march*!, 
hearing  heavy  musketry  firing  in  front,  to  with- 
in one  and  a  half  miles  of  Lee's  Mill,  on  the 
Chattanooga  and  Lee's  Mill  road,  where  it  en- 
camped in  line  for  the  night  some  time  after 
dark. 

On  the  nineteenth,  just  about  eight  a.  il,  the 
battle  having  begun  on  the  right,  the  brigade 
was  placed  m  position  in  the  roar  of  Gregg's 
brigade,  with  the  artillery,  Captain  Culpepers 
throe  pieces,  and  the  Thirty-ninth  North  Carrto 
regiment,  Colonel  Coleman,  and  Twenty-fifth 
Arkansas,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hupstelder/  Col- 
onel Coleman,  commanding  both  regiments,  being 
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I  to  support  General  Gregg,  moved  rapidly 
1  and,  getting  near  Gregg's  brigade  (then 
temnc  fire),  charged  impetuously,  pass- 
ig1  over  the  left  of  Gregg's  brigade,  with  loud 
heers     ond  drovo  the  enemy  in  rapid  flight 
arou^gxi  the  thick  woods,  across  the  Chattanooga 
l>axst  the  small  house,  a  hundred  yards  on  and 
*  to  the  corn  fields  beyond,  making  a  distance 
*Ofcretii.er  of  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile.  In 
iia  last  advance  LieutenankColonel  Hupstelder 
*y  "^"oxanded  with  five  balls.   Though  the  ene- 
>"»   *<>     Tffhom  we  had  been  opposed  in  front, 
ero  _  iix  flight,  broken  and  in  confusion,  having* 
^t-a^i^-od  a  heavy  loss  in  killed,  the  two  rcgi- 
en'fcs      find  their  tired  and  weakened  line  ex- 
>8ec^  toa  fatal  flank  fire,  especially  on  the  left ; 
J*1*!* ported  on  aocount  of  tho  rapidity  of  their 
f?*xvi*ie»  with  an  enemy's  battory  near  on  the 
5^    5XT\ci  a  strong  enemy's  reinforcement  ap- 
^^^tfcing,  and  our  ammunition  nearly  exhaust- 
impracticability  of  longer  holding  this 
to~^r*0'ed  and  exposed  position  was  immediately 
^^■^^Ost  and  the  force  was  ordered  back  to  the 
°^s.    Here  they  were  re-formed  and,  a  fresh 
^Uving  passed  to  relieve  them,  were  march- 
pack  to  nearly  their  original  position  to 
^Vt  ammunition,  where  they  were  joined  by 
-^.^  *est  of  the  brigade,  which  finally  moved  for- 
gv^^d  to  the  position  in  line  wrherc  it  was  en- 
■2I?**Ped  for  the  night,  between  Jolinson's  bri- 
tS?*^,  on  the  right,  and  Hindman's  division  on 
left. 

^  The  First,  Second,  and  Fourth  Arkansas  bat- 
J^iions  (consolidated),  Major  Ross,  all  under  the 
^Umediate  command  of  General  McXair,  were 
S^dered  forward  soon  after  the  advance  of  the 
■Thirty-ninth  North  Carolina  and  Twenty-fifth 
Arkansas,  and  charged  on  the  right  of  the  course 
taken  by  the  latter  regiments  and  drovo  the  en- 
fctny,  in  successive  charges,  beyond  the  Chatta- 
nooga road.  Here,  on  the  withdrawal  of  the 
Thirty-ninth  and  Twenty-fifth,  being  exposed  to 
a  heavy  flank  fire  on  the  left,  besides  that  in 
front,  and  the  ammunition  beginning  to  fail,  they 
rejoined  the  other  two  regiments. 

The  artillery,  Captain  Culpcper  commanding, 
Bnpported  the  advance  of  the  brigade  so  long 
as  it  was  safe  to  fire,  and  then,  the  under-growth 
being  too  thick  to  advance,  remained  in  their  po- 
sition the  remainder  of  the  day. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twentieth,  the  brigade 
was  placed  in  lino  between  Stewart's  division 
on  the  right,  and  Ilindmand's  on  the  left,  with 
a  slight  barricade  of  branches  and  small  dead 
wood  in  front  Here,  about  half  past  nine  a. 
m.,  the  line  ropulsed  an  advance  of  the  enemy. 
In  a  few  minutes  after,  the  brigade,  advancing 
with  the  rest  of  the  line,  drove  the  enemy 
steadily  and  rapidly  back,  passing  over  two  suc- 
sive  lines  of  temporary  breastworks,  a  dis- 
tance of  about  tliree  quarters  of  a  mile,  reach- 
ing the  corner  of  the  field,  at  the  opposite  end 


of  which  were  two  batteries  of  the  enemy's  on 
a  hill  commanding  the  whole  advance.  General 
McXair  and  Colonel  Harper,  First  Arkansas  ri- 
fles, had  just  been  disabled  by  wounds,  that  of 
the  latter  officer  mortal.  The  brigade,  already  in 
advance  of  the  line,  charged  furiously  upon  the 
batteries  diagonally  on  the  right  and  captured 
them,  taking  ten  pieces,  eight  of  which  were 
immediately  sent,  witli  their  remaining  horses, 
to  our  rear,  and  the  remaining  two,  then  in  the 
woods,  were  carried  to  the  rear  afterwards,  the 
ground  never  having  been  re-occupied  by  the 
enemy. 

The  brigade  was  now  considerably  in  ad- 
vance of  the  line,  though  this  was  rapidly  ap- 
proaching ;  our  left  was  still  more  exposed  by  the 
break  made  by  our  diagonal  charge ;  the  enemy 
were  firing  from  the  woods  in  front,  wThile  with- 
in two  hundred  yards  farther  in  the  woods  a 
largo  body  of  the  enemy  were  seen  drawn  up 
in  good  order.  Our  forces  were  reduced  by  our 
rapid  advance  and  the  ammunition  nearly  ex- 
hausted. It  was  necessary  at  once  to  abandon 
our  position.  The  brigade  retired  back  to  the 
woods,  procured  ammunition,  and  took  position 
in  line  on  the  left  of  Robinson's  brigade.  Here, 
receiving  an  order  from  Brigadier-General  John- 
son, the  brigade,  under  Colonel  Coleman,  upon 
whom  the  command  had  devolved,  advanced 
forward  and  to  the  left,  about  half  a  mile,  to  the 
support  of  Johnson's  origade,  which  was  sup- 
porting Robinson's  battery,  which  was  stationed 
on  the  brow  of  a  hill  to  the  right  of  the  Lookout 
Valley  road,  at  which  point  tho  force  there  were 
resisting  with  difficulty  the  determined  advance 
of  the  enemy  in  heavy  force.  In  a  few  minutes 
General  Johnson  ordered  our  advance,  when, 
passing  the  line  immediately  supporting  the 
battery,  which  line  also  advanced,  wo  charged 
over  the  hill  upon  tho  enemy,  and,  after  a  pro- 
tracted and  obstiuate  resistance,  a  brigade  on 
our  right  and  Manigault's  brigade,  on  the  ridge 
to  our  left,  advancing  on  parallel  lines  to  us,  the 
enemy  were  completely  driven  from  the  position. 
In  this  conflict  we  suffered  much  from  a  flank- 
ing fire,  arising  from  tardy  support  on  our  left 

The  artillery,  Captain  Culpeper,  having  as- 
sisted in  repulsing  the  enemy  at  half-past  nine  a. 
m.,  was  placed  in  position  by  General  Law,  with 
his  battery,  and  remainod  there  during  the  day. 
I  take  great  pleasure  and  pride  in  saying  tliat 
the  whole  brigado  behaved  most  nobly  during 
all  the  fighting  of  both  days,  being  uniformly 
in  advance  of  all  others  in  every  onset  Its 
losses  and  its  trophies  bear  ample  testimony  to 
its  good  conduct.  In  another  report  I  propose 
to  particularize  individual  instances. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  Coleman, 
Colonel,  coinmaudlng  Brigade. 
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A. 


Tabular  Statement  of  Total  Aggregates  of  McNair's  Brigade  engaged  at  Chickama*p,8pt 
eighteenth,  nineteenth,  and  twentieth,  1863. 


COMMASD. 


Total 


No.  or  Docs  A 


Field  and  Staff,  

First  Arkansas,  

Fourth  Arkansas,  

Second  Arkansas,  

Thirty-ninth  North  Carolina,  

Twonty-Fifth  Arkansas  

Total  infantry,  

Calpeper's  battery,  8.  C.  artillery, 


264 

385 
125 
282 
111 


a 

273 
415 
189 
247 
183 


71 
» 
II 

a 
to 


1,107 
80 


1,200 
84 


Abort  71 

ssu 


One  caisson  exploded,  two  horses  killed  and  six  wounded ;  one  set  wheel  harness  damaged. 


Henbt  Waldrop, 

A.  A.  A.  General 


D.Goldui, 

Colonel,  commindini  MicNairt  B 


Tabular  Statement  of  Casualties  in  McNairs  Brigade  at  Chickamauga,  on  eighteenth,  *m 

and  twentieth  of  September,  1863. 


Wounded. 

i 

Killed. 

t 

Kara  t 

1 

© 

i 

i 

Field  and  Staff,  

l 

i 

14 

8 

89 

54 

 u 1 

14 

4 

85 

81 

29 

6 

1 

15 

27 

3 

10 

4 

48 

40 

3 

7 

4 

26 

21 

3 

6 

9 

51 

16 

157 

163 

54  I 

Henry  Waldrop, 

A.  A.  A.  General. 


D.  Co LEX 
Colonel,  commanding  McNi 


A  Statement  of  Captures  made  by  McNair's  Bri- 
gade at  Chickamauga,  on  the  eUfhteentii,  nine- 
teenth, and  twentieth  of  September,  1863. 

Ten  pieces  of  artillery. 

Several  caissons,  left  on  the  field  and  brought 
off  aftewards. 

Six  first-class  ordnance  wagons. 

Six  wagon  loads  of  small  ammunition. 

Brought  off  the  field  eight  hundred  fine  rifles. 

Pileaup,  for  ordnance  wagons,  two  thousand 
rifles. 

Brought  off  the  field  twenty-six  artillery 
horses. 

Two  stand  of  colors— one  Eighth  Kansas,  the 
other  not  remembered. 


One  taken  from  private  Harry  Ba 
pany  I,  Twenty-fifth  Arkansas,  by  f 
capturing  it  himself,  by  an  officer  ran 
Lieutenant,  of  Maney's  brigade. 

D.  Couo 
Colonel,  commanding  McM 
Henry  Waldrop, 

A.  A.  A.  General, 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  JOHN  &  FULTON.  O 
BRIGADE. 


Headqc. 


— —-JoBsooar't 
September  SO,  1 


Captain  W.  T.  Blakemore,  Acting 

Adjutant-Oeneral : 

I  have  to  report  the  action  taken 
enemy  by  the  Forty-fourth,  Twenty-fi] 
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1£  and  Seventeenth  Tennessee  regiments, 
ang  this  brigade,  and  Company  E,  of  the 
CSeorgia  battalion  of  artillery,  a  battery 
o    howitzers  and  two  small  rifle  pieces, 
agy*giT"a.ded  by  First  Lieutenant  W.  S.  Everett, 
gfc.frTair  at  and  from  Ringgold  to  Chickamau- 
on  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth 
mjx:***:-».    and  at  the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  on 
■^ix^^teenth  and  twentieth  instant. 
V        xrder  from  Brigadier-General  Johnson,  this 
<^  moved  at  three  p.  m.  on  the  seventeenth 
*^*~fc^,  from  its  encampment,  three  miles  south 
V^^^Jgold,  on  the  Ringgold  and  Dalton  road, 
li?^^     following  order :  Twenty-fifth,  Forty- 
Twenty-third,  and  Seventeenth  Tennes- 
^^"^Sin1611**.   On  our  approaching  Ringgold, 
train  on  its  way  to  Ringgold  had  been 
^T^^^^d  and  was  rapidly  returning.   At  this 
^r^'^^ire  I  received  an  order  from  General  B.  R 
^^^■^z>n  to  form  the  brigade  in  line  of  battle  at 
ot  of  Taylor's  Ridge,  and  throw  forward 
£v?**xsher8  to  hold  Ringgold.   The  Twcnty- 
J"Xennessec  regiment,  being  in  front,  took 
L_y^J-on  on  its  right  flank,  to  protect  the  wagons, 
>*ij^*ly  moving  to  the  rear.   The  brigade  was 
U^^d  in  Hue  of  battle  at  the  foot  of  Taylor's 
the  Forty-fourth  and  Twenty-fifth  Ten- 


^.""^e  regiments  on  the  right  of  the  road,  and 
^  Twenty-third  and  Seventeenth  Tennessee 
^  laments  on  the  left.   A  company  from  each 
I^^Unent  was  sent,  in  charge  of  Major  Davis,  to 
^T^ld  Ringgold,  with  a  detachment  of  Scott  s 
^^valry  on  my  flanks.   A  section  of  the  battery 
placed  on  my  extreme  right  on  elevated 
ground,  where  I  ordered  it  to  opeu  upon  the 
demy's  battery,  posted  on  the  hill  above  and  to 
^le  northwest  of  Ringgold,  which  had  fired  two 
fehots  into  the  town.    After  firing  eight  rounds 
t  dislodged  the  enemy,  who  was  pursued  by 
Colonel  Scott's  cavalry,  with  a  section  of  Ever- 
ett's battery,  six  miles.   He  (Colonel  Scott)  hav- 
ing reached  their  encampment,  a  few  rounds  of 
grape  and  canister  were  fired  among  the  enemy's 
camp-fires,  when  Colonel  Scott,  with  the  section 
of  artillery,  retired.   The  brigade  rested  on 
their  arms,  in  line  of  battle,  during  the  night. 
Rations  were  cooked  and  in  haversacks  by  day- 
light on  the  morning  of  the  eighteenth  instant, 
when  we  took  up  the  line  of  march  to  Leek's 
tan-yard.    After  marching  a  short  distance,  the 
line  of  march  was  changed.  The  brigade  coun- 
termarched and  followed  the  enemy  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Chattanooga,  and,  having  reached  Kee- 
ler's  (over-shot)  mill,  wo  found  that  the  enemy 
were  near  us.   The  brigade  was  formed  in  line 
of  battle  and  skirmishers  thrown  forward,  to- 

f ether  with  the  left  wing  of  the  Forty-fourth 
ennessee  regiment,  under  General  Forrest,  fol- 
lowed by  the  right  of  that  regiment,  under  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant£olonel  McEwen,  Jr.  Lieu- 
leuant  Everett  fired  a  few  rounds  on  the  enemy, 
under  direction  of  Genera!  Forrest.  The  skir- 
mishers of  the  seventeenth  Tennesee  regiment 
engaged  the  cavalry  pickets  of  the  enemy,  kill- 
ing three  men  and  mortally  wounding  one.  The 
enemy's  skirmishers  having  been  driven  back. 


the  Twenty-fifth,  Twenty-third,  and  seventeenth 
regiments  were  moved  forward,  crossing  Pea- 
vine  Creek,  some  six  hundred  yards  from  our 
first  position  into  and  over  a  corn  field  where 
these  regiments  were  drawn  up  in  line  of  bat- 
tle. The  enemy  had  taken  his  position  in  the 
corn  field  opposite,  running  to  a  nigh  ridge  near 
the  junction  of  the  Graysville  and  Lafayette, 
Ringgold  and  Chattanooga  roads.  A  section  of 
the  First  Missouri  battery,  Bledsoe's,  having 
been  placed  in  position  on  my  left  by  Generals 
Johnson  and  Forrest,  in  rear  of  the  Seventeenth 
Tennessee  (the  Forty-fourth  was  now  brought 
to  the  right  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Tennessee  regi- 
ment), the  firing  from  this  battery  drove  the 
enemy  from  his  position,  and,  after  shelling  the 
woods  in  our  front,  I  again  received  an  orfer  to 
advance  in  line  of  battle.  My  skirmishers  were 
kept  deployed  at  a  distance  of  two  hundred 
yards,  which  distance  they  kept,  passing  over 
the  ridge  (a  strong  position)  and  forward  to 
Reed's  Bridge,  across  which  the  enemy  had 
moved  and  taken  position  in  the  woods  beyond. 
Before  reaching  the  bridge,  Reed's,  the  Seven- 
teenth Tennessee  was  detached  and  sent  by 
General  Forrest  to  the  left  to  attack  a  force  of 
the  Federals  at  their  principal  encampment 
Before  gaining  this  position,  however,  the  ene- 
my fled.  The  skirmishers  of  the  Twenty-third 
Tennessee,  whilst  approaching  Reed's  Bridge, 
became  engaged,  ana  the  Twenty-third  Tennes- 
see regiment  voluntarily  pushed  forward  with  a 
yell  and  drove  the  enemy  from  the  bridge  be- 
fore it  could  be  destroyed.  Here  the  Twenty- 
third  Tennessee  had  five  men  wounded,  one  of 
whom,  Private  A.  Melton,  color-bearer,  when 
obliged  to  give  up  his  colors,  called  upon  his 
successor  to  carry  them  forward  "ahead  of 
every  thing  else."  Skirmishers  were  immedi- 
ately sent  over  the  bridge  and  deployed,  fol- 
lowed by  the  Forty-fourth,  Twenty-fifth,  and 
Twenty-third  Tennessee  regiments,  which  filed 
to  the  right  some  three  or  four  hundred  yards, 
through  a  corn  field.  The  enemy  now  opened  a 
battery  upon  the  bridge,  one  of  its  shells  wound- 
ing Lieutenant  Hastings,  of  the  Seventeenth 
Tennessee,  which  regiment  was  returning  to 
rejoin  the  brigade  and  crossed  the  bridge  under 
the  enemy's  fire  of  artillery.  A  section  of  First 
Missouri  (Bledsoe's)  battery,  of  the  reserve  artil- 
lery, opened  fire  and  drove  the  enemy's  battery 
from  its  position. 

The  brigade  moved  forward  in  line  of  battle, . 
changing  direction  to  the  right,  and  moved  in 
line  to  Alexander's  Bridge,  where  we  were 
halted  and  remained  for  the  brigade  on  our  loft 
(Gregg's)  to  come  up. 

Gregg's  brigade  moved  forward,  followed  by 
Johnson's,  which  after  marching  some  six  hun- 
dred yards,  the  Forty-fourth  Tennessee  was 
detached  to  guard  our  wagon  train.  Having 
marched  some  two  and  a  half  miles  by  the  flank, 
Gregg's  brigade  became  engaged  with  the  ene- 
my. We  changed  front  forward  on  left  com- 
pany, left  battalion,  and  moved  up  on  line  with 
other  troops  on  our  left,  and  rested  on  our  arms 
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during  the  night,  ono-third  of  the  men  being 
required  to  be  awake,  and  skirmishers  deployed 
in  our  front 

Saturday,  September  nineteenth.  Early  this 
morning  a  detail  of  intelligent  men  was  made, 
five  from  each  regiment,  to  reconnoitre  the  ene- 
my's line.  They  reported  to  me,  about  ten  a.  m., 
the  enemy  one  and  a  quarter  miles  distant  and 
in  our  front  The  Forty-fourth  Tennessee  took 
its  position  on  the  right  of  the  brigade,  and  the 
line  of  the  brigade  conformed  to  that  of  Gregg's, 
on  our  left,  and  Robinson's,  on  our  right,  which 
encompassed  the  top  of  a  low  ridge.  The  firing 
commenced  on  our  right  about  eight  a.  m.,  and 
continued  along  the  line  until  Cheatham  became 


ibout  one  p.  m.,  the  skirmishers  of  the  Seven- 
teenth Tennessee,  as  well  as  those  of  Gregg's 
brigade,  were  driven  in.  A  general  engagement 
was  now  commenced  on  our  left,  the  left  com- 
panies of  the  Seventeenth  Tennessee  participat- 
ing by  firing  obliquely  to  the  left.  At  this  time 
Everett's  battery  was  placed  behind  the  extreme 
left  of  the  Seventeenth  Tennessee,  the  fire  ot 
which  drove  the  enemy  back  at  this  point 

Shortly  after,  the  command  to  move  forward 
was  given,  the  left  regiment  to  touch  to  the 
right  until  we  reached  the  road,  when  the  right 
would  move  slowly,  that  the  left  may  come  up 
to  the  road,  thus  to  change  direction  slightly  to 
the  right.  But  this  order  was  not  fully  carried 
out  We  did  not  advance  exceeding  seven 
hundrod  yards,  when  the  enemy  opened  fire 
upon  us,  and  we  became  hotly  engaged.  The 
enemy  had  planted  a  battery,  which  struck  about 
the  centre  of  the  Forty-fourth  Tennessee  regi- 
ment, and  which  opened  upon  our  advancing 
lines,  throwing,  in  rapid  succession,  grape  and 
canister,  and  supported  by  infantry,  whose  fire 
of  small  arms  was  heavy,  well  directed  and  dis- 
astrous. The  entire  brigade  now  became  hotly 
engaged  (during  this  engagement  Major  Lowe, 
of  the  Twenty-fifth  Tennessee,  was  wounded), 
which  lasted  nearly  an  hour,  the  enemy  making 
a  stubborn  resistance,  gradually  retiring,  he 
having  advantage  of  both  undcr-growth  and 
ground,  but  finally  was  driven  across  the  Chat- 
tanooga and  Lafayette  road.  The  Seventeenth 
Tennessee  regiment,  on  approaching  the  road, 
was  halted  and  opened  fire  on  the  enemy  in  its 
front,  distant  about  two  hundred  yards,  in  a 
woodland;  tho  under-growth  having  been  cut 
out,  the  enemy  were  in  full  view.  The  Forty- 
fourth  Tennessee  was  still  engaging  the  enemy. 
The  Twenty-fifth  and  a  portion  of  the  Twenty- 
third  Tennessee  regiments  crossed  tho  road,  the 
other  portion  of  the  Twenty-third  being  with  the 
Seventeenth  Tennessee,  and  gained  the  cover  of 
the  woods,  and  moved  to  the  flank  of  the  ene- 
my's battery,  still  firing  upon  the  right  of  our 
line,  at  right  angles  with  my  present  line,  gain- 
ing a  fence,  under  which  they  opened  fire,  de- 
livering several  volleys,  ceased  firing,  re-loaded, 
and  charged  the  battery,  driving  tne  enemy's 
gunners  from  their  guns  and  killing  several 
noTBea.    The  caissons  were  moved  off  b\  ths 


enemy,  leaving  their  pieces  on  the  field.  Ik 
Seventeenth  Tennessee  and  the  other  porta 
the  Twenty-third  Tennessee  had  cnmiii 
road,  having  driven  the  enemy.  He  8eia> 
teenth  Tennessee  here  lost  an  officer  UU.M 
officers  and  about  twenty  men  wouidei  ■ 
this  engagement  the  Forty-fonrth  Tea 
Buffered  heavily,  sustaining  a  lossiokiflsiaa' 
wounded.    A  portion  of  Robinsoo't  extai 
left  (Texans)  and  part  of  the  Forrtfosrth  la>» 
nessec  had  been  driven  back,  but  abort  ts» 
thirds  of  the  Forty-fourth  Tonnes**  ami 
tho  road.    Here  Lieutenant-Colonel  ttefra, 
Jr.,  five  company  officers  (Captain  Jackson e*tf 
the  number),  and  fifty  men  were  wounded  m 
six  men  killed;  among  the  latter, Bergs* I 
A.  Johnson,  color-bearer,  one  of  the  hutmi 
the  brave.   Lieutenanant-Golonel  McEweik, 
however,  remained  with  his  command,  ate k 
was  wounded,  until  obliged  to  retire  hws> 
haustion.    LieutenantrColonel  Tillmin,  <i*ti 
Forty-first  Tennessee.  Gregg's  brigade,  rodtsj 
to  me  at  this  time,  stating  mat  the  enemy 
moving  down  tho  road  to  my  left,  and  i 
soon  be  in  my  rear ;  doubting  the  report, I* 
gested  that  our  lines  were  connected  on  on  » 
and  that  a  flank  or  rear  movement  codd  a* 
therefore,  be  made  by  the  enemy.  I, how* 
found  that  but  two  regiments  of  Gregg's  a> 
gade  had  moved  up  with  my  line,  and  thryfci 
retired.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Tillman  had thus* 
sight  of  his  regiment,  and,  in  company  with  hit 
and  LieutenantrColonel  Floyd,  I  started  to  tbt 
road  to  satisfy  myself  as  to  the  correctness 
this  report ;  I  had  gone  but  a  short  disttaet 
when  I  discovered  a  column  of  the  enemy  aw- 
ing by  the  flank  in  direction  of  the  Beventeen* 
Tennessee  regiment,  which  rapidly  gained  hi 
rear.   I  heard  distinctly  the  commander's  hat 
front,  and  immediately  their  fire  was  poena; 
upon  our  flank  and  rear.    Here  a  geiteral  saav 
pedc  ensued,  so  sudden  and  unexpected  was  the 
movement.   Wo  fell  back  two  hundred  jari 
in  rear  of  the  Chattanooga  and  Lafayettte  road 
and  re-formed.   In  this  flank  movement  of  the 
enemy,  the  Seventeenth  Tennesse  regiment  lot; 
eleven  officers,  including  their  gallant  Majcr 
Davis,  who  was  wounded,  and  about  sixty  nee 
taken  prisoners.   The  brigade  built  teaman 
breastwork?,  behind  which  it  remained  during 
the  night,  in  line  of  battle.    Our  sldrmisbfri 
under  Major  McCarver,  were  directed  to  occapy 
the  Chattanooga  and  Lafayette  road,  but  tns 
could  not  be  done,  the  lines  on  my  right  and 
left  not  conforming  thereto ;  I,  however,  fc> 
structed  them  to  be  posted  within  fifty  yards « 
the  road. 

Sunday,  twentieth  September.  This  morning 
my  line  connected  on  the  right  with  McXsiri 
(Gregg  being  in  the  next  line  in  our  rear),  and 
General  Hindman  on  the  left  Everett's  batten 
took  position  between  my  left  and  tne  right  <i 
Law's.  Shortly  after  nine  a.  the  sdrinniaherf, 
under  direction  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ready, 
fell  back  to  the  breastworks,  bringing  these  if 
the,  enemy  after  them.   A  weB-directed  fire  fan 
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rty-fourth  Tennessee  drove  the  enemy's 
tiers  back,  leaving  many  of  his  dead  in 
at.  My  skirmishers  were  sent  forward 
~y  soon  they  became  again  engaged,  the 
using  his  artillery.  About  ten  a.  m.,  a 
advance  was  ordered.  The  left  of  the 
had  advanced  but  a  short  distance 
Li  became  engaged'  with  the  enemy,  the 
inaving  commenced  some  three  hours 
>n  the  right  The  Seventeenth  Tennessee 
ed  the  Chattanooga  and  Lafayette  road, 
t  engaged  the  enemy.  The  whole  line 
B£  the  fence,  the  engagement  became 
-  Here  we  passed  a  house  and  garden, 
rough  an  open  field  (it  was  here  that 
iant-Colonel  Ready,  of  the  Twenty-third 
©ee,  was  wounded,  while  rushing  for- 
On  entering'  the  house,  cribs,  &c,  many 
are,  both  officers  and  men,  were  captured, 
re  some  fine  swords  were  taken  from  the 
.  Among  the  prisoners  was  the  Colonel 
One  Hundredth  Illinois  regiment.  The 
's  breastworks,  which  had  been  built  at 
lis  along  his  line,  offered  but  a  poor 
nee  to  the  enemy  to  resist  our  advance, 
was  not  only  vigorous  and  spirited,  but 
tible ;  we  found  he  had  a  second  line  of 
nrorks  about  eighty  yards  in  rear  of  the 
tade  of  logs  and  rocks,  behind  which  they 
ly  halted. 

ing  driven  the  enemy  from  his  first  posi- 
fe  halted  and  re-formed  our  line  in  front 
use,  low,  pine  thicket  Pressing  forward, 
ried  this  position,  the  dead  of  tne  enemy 
g  how  good  a  protection  ho  had  calcu- 
n.  We  passed  through  a  stubble  wheat 
>  a  ravine,  until  we  reached  the  edge  of  a 
pen  field,  the  upper  side  of  which  being  a 
Jl,  or  high  ridge,  upon  which  the  enemy 
heavy  battery  of  nine  guns,  firing  upon 
/ancing  line  on  our  right  Without  delay 
Id  was  entered  and  charged  across,  and 
ge,  or  bald  hill,  was  gained,  the  troops  on 
ght  having  flanked  and  silenced  the 
'b  battery,  which  was  captured.  Everett's 
r  was  immediately  brought  up,  together 
Dent's,  which  were  opened  upon  the 
s  retreating  wagon  train,  moving  on  the 
tiooga  and  Crawfish  Spring  road.  I  sent 
d  skirmishers  to  reconnoitre  the  hollow 
h,  where  was  found  the  enemy's  telegraph 
g  up  the  Chattanooga  and  Crawfish  Spring 
everal  hundred  yards  to  our  right.  This 
iph  was  cut  down,  and  several  prisoners 
ed ;  among  the  prisoners  a  staff  officer  of 
General  Vancleve,  and  one  of  General 
■ans'  escort,  with  their  horses  and  equip- 
The  effect  of  our  batteries  was  fine,  the 
rapidly  retreating.  A  mounted  officer 
ispatched  to  the  troops  on  our  left,  who 
it  kept  pace  with  us,  with  a  flag,  to  show 
irect  them  to  our  position;  they  had 
f  opened  one  of  their  batteries  upon  our 
ra,  having  taken  us  for  the  enemy ;  their 
j  was  playing  on  us  from  the  second  hill 
left  Having  received  orders  to  move  to 


the  hollow  beneath,  we  here  changed  direction 
to  the  right,  which  threw  the  line  almost  per- 
pendicular to  the  former ;  this  done,  I  marched 
forward,  entering  a  corn  field.  Here  we  began 
to  see  the  fruits  of  our  rapid  and  continuous 
movements.  Three  twelve-pounder  brass  field 
pieces  and  three  caissons  were  here  captured, 
and  nine  four-horse  wagons,  one  of  which,  with 
four  mules  attached,  was  immediately  sent  to 
the  rear;  three  of  these  wagons  were  laden 
with  ordnance,  the  others  with  commissary  and 
quartermasters'  stores*  Some  of  the  wagons 
were  capsized,  so  utter  was  their  confusion.  I 
immediately  found  that  my  left  flank  was 
exposed,  and  sent  forward  a  heavy  line  of  skir- 
mishers to  cover  both  my  left  flank  and  front 
and  advanced  the  brigade  to  the  hill-side,  and 
there  halted.  I  also  sent  forward  a  party  to 
reconnoitre  the  front  in  advance  of  the  line  of 
skirmishers,  who,  after  an  absence  of  an  hour, 
reported  the  enemy  about  one  and  a  half  miles 
distant  and  advancing.  In  the  meantime,  I  had 
learned  of  the  enemy  having  skirmishers,  or  that 
occasional  shots  were  fired  from  the  hill  on  my 
left,  running  almost  at  right  angles  with  the  one 
on  which  I  was  then  resting.  I  sent  immediately 
a  company  of  skirmishers  to  reconnoitre  the  hill 
— a  few  prisoners  were  brought  in.  In  the  cor- 
ner of  the  field,  below  my  present  position,  was 
Villette's  house,  where  the  enemy  had  practised 
many  outrages ;  the  ladies  were  found  lying  un- 
der the  floor  of  the  house,  and,  when  they  saw 
the  enemy  retreating  and  our  line  advancing, 
they  broke  from  their  concealment,  shouting  and 
clapping  their  hands  for  joy.  A  delay  of  an  hour 
occurred  whilst  waiting  the  movement  of  some 
troops  to  our  left,  under  orders  from  General  B. 
R.  Johnson.  During  this  time,  however,  a  por- 
tion of  Dent's  and  Everett's  batteries  were 
placed  in  position  in  front  of  the  brigade,  and 
we  replenished  our  cartridge-boxes  from  the 
enemy's  three  wagons,  laden  with  ordnance, 
which  had  been  captured  here. 

Between  one  and  two  o'clock  p.  m.,  I  advanced 
to  the  top  of  the  hill,  when  we  were  again  upon 
tho  enemy,  who  opened  a  heavy  fire  upon  us. 
Our  batteries  and  small  arms  here  were  engaging 
the  enemy  some  fifteen  minutes,  when  our  line 
fell  back  some  fifteen  paces  under  cover  of  the 
hill,  Gregg's  command,  on  my  right,  giving  back 
at  the  same  time — this,  no  doubt,  having  started 
the  backward  movement  Just  at  this  time  the 
two  brigades  (Day's  and  one  other)  were  march- 
ing in  Bne  of  battle  by  the  Villette  house,  to 
connect  with  our  lines  on  the  left,  they  changing 
direction  to  the  right  for  this  purpose.  A  gen- 
eral advance  was  ordered,  and  our  batteries 
opened  simultaneously.  The  firing  was  heavy, 
and  the  enemy's  massive  columns  were  hurled 
against  our  wearied  heroes.  Again  our  line  fell 
back.  Two  brigades  now  came  up  in  our  rear ; 
one  of  these  brigades  moved  in  advance  of  us, 
and,  receiving  the  enemy's  fire,  fell  back  behind 
us  again.  My  line  was  again  ordered  forward, 
the  enemy  being  within  fifty  yards  of  the  bat- 
teries ana  but  one  piece  firing.  Here  commenced 
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a  most  desperate  struggle  for  the  possession  of 
this  ground — Missionary  Ridge.  The  battle 
raged  furiously,  and  the  tide  of  success  wavered 
in  the  balances;  charge  after  charge  was  re- 
pulsed, only  to  rally  and  charge  again.  Again 
our  line  fell  back,  and  the  untiring,  indomitable 
and  determined  officers  rallied  again  their  fast 
thinning  ranks,  and  again  moved  forward.  Here 
officers  and  men  behaved  most  gallantly;  ap- 
peals to  love  of  home  and  wounded  comrades, 
and  the  peril  of  the  moment,  were  made,  and 
never  did  men  rush  forward  more  eager,  daring, 
desperate  and  defiantly.  The  enemy's  treble 
lines  now  began  to  show  that  our  fire  was  terri- 
bly effective  upon  them.  Our  cartridge-boxes 
had  been  replenished  as  required,  and  still  we 
were  nearly  out  Again  more  ammunition  was 
supplied,  and  the  conflict  continued  hot  and 
heavy.  The  enemy  was  now  slowly  giving 
back,  hard  pressed  by  our  now  shattered  rem- 
nants. Another  charge,  with  the  yells  of  the 
men  and  cheers  of  the  officers,  and  forward  we 
pressed,  only  to  discover  the  victory  was  ours, 
and  the  enemy  in  full  retreat  This  series  of  en- 
gagements lasted  four  long  hours,  during  which 
Johnson's  brigade  won  many  laurels  and  an  imper- 
ishable name.  At  this  moment,  another  brigade 
came  up,  and  was  loudly  cheered  forward,  but  the 
enemy  made  no  resistance.  Our  ammunition 
being  (with  but  few  exceptions)  exhausted,  the 
brigade  halted  and  re-formed,  moved  forward, 
about-faced,  marched  back  some  distance  and 
formed  on  Manigault's  line.  Here  we  sent  for- 
ward pickets  to  cover  our  front,  and  several 
prisoners  were  brought  in.  The  men  rested  on 
their  arms  during  the  night,  having  on  this  day 
won  a  victory — one  of  the  most  glorious  of  the 
war.  In  this  engagement  Everetts  battery  fired 
very  effectively,  being  in  the  thickest  of  the 
fight  This  evening  he  had  one  sergeant  and 
#wo  men  wounded,  and  five  horses  shot  down 
by  the  enemy  during  the  engagement  This 
morning,  whilst  firing  on  the  enemy's  wagon 
train,  he  dismounted  one  piece  of  the  enemy's 
artillery.  He  fired  four  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  rounds  during  the  four  days'  fight  I  com- 
mend the  officers  of  this  battery  to  favorable 
consideration  for  their  fidelity  and  good  conduct 
whilst  under  fire. 

I  have  also  to  notice  the  services  of  Lieu- 
tenant Dent,  commanding  Robinson's  battery, 
whose  fire  upon  the  enemy  was  incessant  ana 
effective.  Both  officers  and  men  behaved  most 
coolly  and  gallantly  during  the  day. 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  attesting  to  the  gallant 
and  efficient  conduct  of  the  following  officers : 

LieutenantrColonel  McEwen,  Jr.,  commanding 
the  Forty-fourth  Tennessee  regiment,  wounded. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Snowden,  commanding  the 
Twenty-fifth  Tennessee  regiment. 

Colonel  Keeble,  commanding  Twenty-third 
Tennessee  regiment 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Ready,  of 
Tennessee  regiment,  wounded. 

Major  Lowe,    ~ 

wounded. 


Lieutenant-Colonel  Floyd,  commotio 
teenth  Tennessee  regiment 

Major  Davis,  of  Seventeenth  Ttmm 
ment,  wounded  and  captured. 

Adjutants  Cross,  Gwynn,  and  FitzpttiA, 
Lieutenant  Gregg,  who  came  intoac&ml 
day  morning.  Also,  Captain  Teny,  f¥t 
he  was  wounded  on  Saturjday  evening,nrf 
me  valuable  service  on  Sunday.  Meofe 
also  be  made  of  the  following:  HrM 
Captain)  Ridley,  of  the  Twen^-ThW  & 
see,  who  went  into  the  action  and  fMt 
fully  with  a  gun,  setting  a  good  enmpet 
Lieutenant  Vernon,  of  Company  B,  Tw 
third  Tennessee,  for  the  manner  in  ii« 
bore  himself. 

On  entering  the  action  this 
bered  as  follows,  viz. : 


Commands. 

Omens. 

Ms*. 

J* 

Forty  fourth  Tennessee.. 

28 

906 

Twenty-fifth  Tennessee... 

26 

1» 

Twenty -third  Tennessee. . 

28 

153 

Seventeenth  Tennessee. . . 

27 

222 

The  number  of  the  different  regimen' 
command  was  thus  small,  the  tiaiefo 
having  been  sent  to  the  rear  by  order 
division  commander,  as  follows : 

Forty-fourth  Tennessee,  fifty-six  men 
fifth  Tennessee,  twenty-three  men ;  Tw 
Tennessoe,  twenty-six  men;  Sevent* 
nessee,  one  hundred  and  twenty  me 
officers.  Aggregate,  two  hundred  v 
seven. 

My  loss  was  as  follows : 


Command. 

Killed, 

Wousxjb 

Forty-fourth  Tennnessee.. 

10 

88 

Seventeenth  Tennessee . . . 

61 

Twenty-third  Tennessee.. 

'i 

TT 

Twenty -fifth  Tennessee. . . 

10 

44 

8 

Aggregate. . .  .400. 

88 

274 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  statinj 
was  no  straggling,  either  by  officer* 
have  also  great  satisfaction  in  notic 
ical  appointments  of  this  brigade, 
ness  and  efficiency.   The  care  an 
of  the  wounded  by  Dr.  Jackson,  o! 
fourth  Tennessee,  acting  Brigade  8 
Plummer,  of  the  Twenty-third  Tei 
Harris  and  Dr.  Jones,  of  the  Sere* 
Twenty-third  I  nessee ;  and  Drs.  Fryar  and  Jadk 
I  Twenty-fifth  Tennessee.   Also,  I 
Tenne8&eQ  ie^ni«xi\.,\  \a  \*t .  VJoxv  Qas^^av  who 
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fh  degree.  I  think  I  may  say  that  the  wound- 
<ftf  this  brigade  received  attention  second  to 
>  other  brigade  in  the  army  commanded  by 
General  Bragg. 

J  ha  ve  to  report  the  following  capture  of  ord- 
Buce  and  ordnance  stores :  Three  hundred  En- 
Wi  rifles  (in  train) ;  two  thousand  two  hun- 
Jjd  lSnfi«?ld  rifles,  different  calibres,  stacked  on 
fM  ;  total,  two  thousand  five  hundred.  Sixty- 
me  thox^sand  Enfield  cartridges,  calibre  five 
indred  aand  seventy-seven  Jin  train) ;  thirty-five 
wosajicl  Enfield  cartridges  issued  from  enemy's 
JJffons  5  tfifty  thousand  piled  with  small  arms ; 
«S  one  hundred  and  fifty-four  thousand. 

^"***T  wagons  captured  this  day,  nine  (four- 
ir8e)  ere  secured  by  this  brigade  ;  one,  with 
fY.»ar  ordnance  train.  Also,  three  wagon 
accoutrements. 
^ie\xt  oxiant  Lake,  in  charge  of  the  division  ord- 
""^^J^^xain,  has  made  the  foregoing  report  to 
•V  pro  rata  of  this  capture  is  due  to 

|^nBoi-x»e  brigade,  viz.:   One  hundred  Enfield 
c    8»  s*^"vcn  hundred  and  thirty-three  guns,  dif- 
^silibrc,  stacked  on  the  field ;  total,  eight 
•Mid  mid  thirty-three.   Twenty-three  thou- 

infield  cartridges  ;  eleven ,  thousand  six 
^^^T^ci  and  sixty-six  issued  from  the  enemy's 
^^jP^B  ;  sixteen  thousand  six  hundred  and 

«Sfe?^veu  ?iled  with  sma11 211:1118 ;  tota1,  fifty* 

«*ousand  three  hundred  and  thirty-three, 
tx*  ^agon  load  of  accoutrements  I  have  also 
^  ^Nimerate.  Tliree  brass  twelve-pounder  can- 
f|  ?  i  three  caissons  for  cannon,  captured  on  the 
on  Sunday  evening  by  this  brigade  as  men- 
^ttoed  in  this  report,  one  of  which  was  hauled 
the  rear  by  Lieutenant  Everett,  commanding 
**)y  battery,  "  attached/'  I  would  also  state  that 
Jtae  oi  the  above  guns  was  maimed  by  men 
{artillerists)  from  the  Seventeenth  aud  Twenty- 
third  Tennessee  regiments,  and  used,  under 
tiirection  of  Lieutenant  Dent,  with  good  effect 
on  the  enemy  during  the  four  hours'  contest  on 
Sunday  evening.  I  have  also  to  mention  Ord- 
nance-Sergeant J.  F.  Baxter,  wounded  on  the 
field.  This  man  is  an  untiring  officer  and  faith- 
ful to  his  trust 

The  provost  guard,  under  Lieutenants  Ewing 
and  Orr,  rendered  invaluable  service.  I  am 
pleased  to  notice  the  conduct  of  Private  Turner 
Goodall,  of  the  provost  guard,  who,  in  the  thick- 
est of  the  fight  on  Sunday  evening,  seeing  the 
men  all  so  gallantly  at  work  and  hard  pressed, 
came  up  with  his  gun  and  fought  manfully 
through  the  hottest  of  the  fight,  and  by  words 
of  encouragement  to  his  fellow-soldiers  and 
example,  did  his  whole  duty  as  a  soldier  and 
provost  guard. 

The  capture  of  prisoners  by  this  brigade  in 
the  two  days'  fight  exceeds  six  hundred  men 
and  officers  sent  to  the  rear.  I  would  also  men- 
tion Lieutenant  Ewing,  of  the  provost  guard, 
from  the  Seventeenth  Tennessee  regiment,  who, 
rinding  that  the  officers  of  his  company  had  all 
been  placed  hors  de  combat,  asked  permission 
and  returned  to  take  command  of  his  company 
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on  Sunday  morning.  He  is  a  worthy  and  prom- 
ising officer. 

I  nave  to  report  the  following  articles  cap- 
tured from  the  enemy,  and  secured  by  Dr.  John 
W.  Templeton  for  the  use  of  the  brigade :  one 
two-horse  spring  ambulance,  seventy  dozen  ban- 
dages, two  pounds  opium,  and  other  medicines, 
one  dozen  sets  splints.  Dr.  Templeton  is  the 
Hospital-Steward  of  the  Forty-fourth  Tennessee 
regiment 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  S.  Fulton, 

Colonel,  commanding  Johnson's  Brigade . 


REPORT  OF  COL.  D.  C.  GO  VAN,  OOMMANDINO  BRIGADE. 

HXADQUARTKR8  LIDDELL'B  BRIGADE,  1 

Missionary  Rjdok,  October  6,  1808./ 

Captain  O.  A.  Williams,  Assistant  Acfjutant- 
General: 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  brigade 
in  the  recent  battle  of  Chickamauga,  on  the  nine- 
teenth and  twentieth  of  September,  1863 : 

On  the  eighteenth  of  September,  about  two 
o'clock  p.  m.,  I,  with  General  Walthall's  brigade, 
forming  a  reserve  division,  commanded  by  Gen- 
eral Lid  dell,  in  Walker's  corps,  arrived  in  front 
of  Alexander's  Bridge,  on  West  Chickamauga 
Creek.  I  was  ordered  to  move  forward,  sup- 
porting General  Walthall's  brigade  in  an  attack 
to  gain  possession  of  the  bridge,  then  held  by 
the  enemy.  Walthall's  brigade,  moving  forward, 
soon  engaged  the  enemy,  who  occupied  a  dense 
thicket  on  the  south  side  of  the  creek,  near  the 
bridge.  After  firing  several  volleys  he  hastily 
retreated,  leaving  us  in  possession  of  the  bridge, 
which  was,  however,  rendered  useless,  the 
planks  having  been  removed.  The  brigade  was 
not  actively  engaged,  excepting  the  skirmishers, 
who  were  thrown  forward  on  General  Walthall's 
left  to  the  creek,  sustaining  a  loss  of  one  killed 
and  five  wounded.  Moving  down  the  creek 
one  and  a  half  miles,  I  crossed  at  Byron's  Ford, 
and  bivouacked  about  one  mile  from  the  ford. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  nineteenth,  I 
moved  in  a  south-westerly  direction,  and  halted 
in  a  position  nearly  opposite  Alexander's  Bridge. 
While  here,  awaiting  orders,  it  was  ascertained 
that  a  heavy  column  of  the  enemy  was  moving 
around  to  turn  our  right  flank.  Wilson's  ana 
Ector's  brigades  were  already  engaged,  and 
were  being  heavily  pressed.  About  twelve 
o'clock  m.,  I  was  ordered  to  move  forward  to 
their  support  Walthall's  brigade,  being  on  my 
right,  formed  line  of  battle  facing  northward. 
Moving  forward  about  one-quartor  of  a  mile,  I 
engaged  the  enemy,  and  succeeded  by  a  charge 
in  driving  him  from  his  position,  capturing  his 
artillery  and  three  or  four  hundred  prisoners. 
Pursuing  this  advantage,  I  encountered  his  sec- 
ond line,  which  was  also  routed  after  a  hotly 
contested  fight,  again  leaving  his  artillery  in  our 
possession.  I  had  previously  been  cautioned 
by  General  Liddell  to  look  well  to  my  left  flank, 


meet  ii,  wnue  me  ouier  regiments  01  me 
brigade  engaged  him  in  front  This  over- 
whelming force,  which  attacked  my  left  flank 
and  had  gained  my  rear,  forced  me  to  retire ; 
which  movement  I  executed  by  the  flank, 
in  order  to  prevent  the  capture  of  a  portion  of 
the  brigade,  and  reformed  my  line  in  rear  of 
General  Cheatham's  division,  then  moving  into 
position.  It  was  afterwards  ascertained  that  wc 
had  engaged  the  whole  of  General  Thomas' 
(Federal)  corps.  The  two  lines  which  I  had 
ariven  back  in  confusion  were  composed  in  part 
of  the  Fifth,  Fourteenth,  Fifteenth,  Sixteenth, 
and  Twenty-first  regiments  regular  United  States 
army.  Four  hundred  men  and  some  officers  be- 
longing to  these  regiments  were  captured  and 
safely  sent  to  the  rear,  together  with  three  Par- 
rott  guns,  composing  a  part  of  Loomis'  battery, 
designated  as  Company  H,  Fifth  artillery,  United 
States  army ;  which  were  sent  to  the  rear  under 
charge  of  three  men  belonging  to  the  First 
Louisiana  regiment,  and  delivered  to  Major 
Palmer,  Chief  of  Artillery,  Walker's  corps. 
One  piece,  a  James  rifle  gun,  captured  by  the 
Second  and  Fifteenth  Arkansas  regiments,  was 
carried  to  the  rear  by  hand  by  men  belonging 
to  that  regiment,  and  delivered  to  Lieutenant 
Shannon,  commanding  Swett's  battery.  The 
other  pieces  from  which  the  enemy  had  been 
driven  (the  horses  attached  to  them  being  either 
killed  or  disabled),  we  were  compelled  to  leave 
behind  when  we  retired.  This  engagement 
lasted  nearl  v  two  hours. 

In  the  fight  many  gallant  officers  and  privates 
were  killed  and  wounded.  Among  the  first  was 
Colonel  L.  Featherston,  commanding  Fifth  and 
Thirteenth  Arkansas  regiments,  who  fell,  mor- 
tally wounded,  while  gallantly  leading  his  regi- 
men^ and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Baucum,  command- 


extreme  ngni,  supporting  aejoh^K" 
inridge's  division.  About  noooKsi 
to  advance,  making  a  alight  ohwa 
to  the  left  While  executing  HtML^ 
was  ordered  by  one  of  Lientenncm 
staff  officers  to  the  assistance  of^fc 
which  was  heavily  pressed  bytM~~ 
officer  could  only  give  me  gene*  ~~- 
to  where  General  Gist's  brigad^^ 
Encountering  no  enemy  in 
menced  changing  direction  to  tJ 
meet  the  enemy,  who  had  open<^^ 
from  the  edge  of  the  woods  iraxa^d 
left  flank.  This  movement,  diffictx?^ 
was  executed  across  an  open  field, in j 
position  and  under  a  heavy  fire  of  \ 
The  brigade  pressed  gallantly  forward 
cceded  in  driving  the  enemy  from  hii 
in  the  woods.  Continuing  this  circn 
ment  to  the  left,  the  left  regiment  pre 
an  angle  of  the  enemy's  fortification* 
right  continued  to  press  the  enenr 
open  field,  until  I  had  reached  a  poj 
ing  an  acute  angle  with  our  origini 
and  almost  immediately  in  rear  of  a 
enemy's  strongest  breastworks. 

Gist's  brigade,  which  I  had  not  si 
finding,  had  fallen  back  about  the 
engaged  the  enemy.  I  was  thus 
isolated  from  our  line.  I  would  hei 
Walthall's  brigade  had  previously 
another  part  of  the  field. 

The  enemy,  being  massed  in  hea 
hind  his  breastworks,  and  perceivi 
val  between  my  left  and  the  right 
mado  a  vigorous  attack  upon  c 
succeeded,  by  enfilading  and  over! 
breaking  it,  and  thus,  while  the  rig 
ing  the  enemy,  it  was  in  danger  o 


DOCUMENTS. 


467 


Spt  J  passed  on,  moving  square  to  the  front, 
rJ*&  .regrments  passing  through  an  open  field, 
ijtwijg'Ii  which  I  had  executed  the  change  of 
''wciiori  to  the  left  in  the  engagement  last 
^otion^d.  The  skirmishers  in  my  front  devel- 
no  enemy. 

t:>cforc  reaching  the  Chattanooga  and 
0-'c?t:-t«3  road,  Captain  Stringfellow,  First  Loui- 
in  command  of  the  skirmishers,  reported 
°  _*^3Laathe  saw  two  of  the  enemy's  batteries 
*si"fc Ion,  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards 
left  flank,  on  either  side  of  the 
°;       ^~~*icntioned  road,  supported  by  a  long 
^         infantry.    Jackson's  brigade,  which 
^^"■^■^e  distance  to  my  left  and  rear,  having 
^  the  enemy  in  his  front,  had  halted, 

*       saving   my  left  entirely  unprotected, 
lamination  I  found  the  report  of  Cap- 
^^^~"*ingfellow  to  bo  correct,  discovering 
*^       my  to  be  in  position  as  he  represented. 
*    impossible,  from  the  disposition  of 
^        *  *  *?my's  force,  for  me  to  extricate  my- 
^  changing  my  front.   Reaching  a  position 

^-c^rosss  the  road,  and  on  vl  lino  with 
L^*^*"5*1  Walthall's  left,  I  ordered  the  men  to  lie 
|t^y_^^-     The  enemy  immediately  opened  fire 
tVie  two  batteries  on  my  left,  and  also  with 
turns  ;  while  two  batteries,  afterwards  as- 
^^^Uied  to  be  on  General  Walthall's  right, 
<^*Tifcd  almost  at  the  same  time.   Under  this 
Y^*.Vy  and  galling  fire,  no  other  alternative  was 
v^ft  but  to  withdraw  the  brigade  as  speedily  as 
J2°88iblc,  to  save  it  from  annihilation  or  capture, 
^he  brigade  retreated  in  considerable  confusion, 
but  was  promptly  rallied,  and  re-formed  some 
three  or  four  hundred  yards  in  rear. 

Shortly  afterwards,  I  again  advanced  to  a  po- 
sition near  the  house  of  McDonald,  on  the  Chat- 
tanooga and  Lafayette  road,  and  some  distance 
to  the  right  of  the  position  from  which  I  had 
just  been  driven.  Just  about  this  time  the  ene- 
my's line  gave  way  in  every  quarter,  and  the 
battle  was  ended. 

The  loss  in  officers  and  privates  was  very 
heavy,  being  over  fifty  per  cent  of  the  number 
carried  into  the  fight,  a  report  of  which  is  here- 
with forwarded. 

For  instances  of  individual  bravery  and  skill 
among  company  officers  and  privates,  I  refer  you 
to  reports  of  regimental  commanders.  Among 
the  field  officers,  Lieutenant-Colonels  John  L. 
Murray  and  R.  F.  Harvey,  the  former  command- 
ing the  Fifth  and  Thirteenth  Arkansas  regiments, 
the  latter  the  Second  and  Fifteenth  Arkansas 
regiments,  were  particularly  distinguished  for 
their  gallanfry  during  the  engagement*;  and  by 
their  coolness  and  skill,  on  two  occasions,  saved 
their  regiments  from  capture.  I  strongly  recom- 1 
mend  the  first  (Lieutenant-Colonel  Murray)  to 
the  favorable  consideration  of  the  President  as 
one  particularly  distinguished  for  his  skill  and 
gallantry  in  the  battle  of  Chickamauga.  To 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Harvey,  then  commanding 
the  Second  and  Fifteenth  regiments,  an  equal 
meed  of  praise  is  due,  but,  unfortunately  for  the 
service,  this  gallant  officer  died  on  the  30th  in- 


stant of  disease  contracted  by  over-exertions  on 
the  field,  lamented  by  all  who  knew  him. 

To  Captain  Fletcher,  Company  A,  Thirteenth 
Arkansas  regiment,  I  am  indebted  for  saving 
one  piece  of  Swett's  battery,  which  had  several 
horses  disabled,  and,  but  for  his  timely  efforts, 
would  have  fallen  into  the  enemy's  hands.  He 
seized  the  colors  of  the  Second  and  Fifteenth 
Arkansas  regiments  and  rallied  enough  men  to 
drive  back  the  enemy,  whose  skirmishers  were 
within  a  short  distance  of  the  gun. 

Lieutenant  Shannon,  commanding  Swett's  bat- 
tery,  handled  it  with  distinguished  skill  and  gal- 
lantry, and  most  effectively,  whenever  an  oppor- 
tunity offered. 

The  members  of  my  staff,  Lieutenant  J.  G. 
Warfield,  Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector- 
General  ;  Lieutenant  W.  L.  Laurie,  Assistant 
Adjutant-General,  and  Lieutenant  G.  T.  Snow- 
den,  Aid-dc-Camp,  rendered  me  efficient  aid,  and 
were  always  at  my  command. 

In  conclusion,  as  an  act  of  justice  to  the  bri- 
gade which  I  had  the  honor  to  command,  and 
with  which  I  had  been  associated  in  all  the  hard- 
contested  battles  in  the  West,  from  Shiloh  to 
this  last  memorable  one,  I  beg  leave  to  state 
that  they  never  failed  to  drive  the  enemy  in 
their  front,  and  advanced  each  time  with  a  single 
line,  unsupported,  and  with  one  or  the  other  of 
my  flanks  unprotected,  and  that  on  no  former 
occasion  was  their  courage  and  endurance  more 
severely  tested,  nor  in  any  previous  battle  did 
they  ever  exhibit  more  determined  bravery  and 
gallantry. 

I  am,  Captain,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  C.  Govan, 
Colonel,  commanding  Brigade. 


REPORT  OF  COL.  R.  Q.  MILLS,  COMMANDING  BRIGADE. 

Hkadqcarters  Derhleb's  Brig adr,  \ 
Missionary  Ridge,  October  0,  1888.  j 

Capujin  J.  A.  Buck,  A.  A.  General,  Cleburne's 
Division : 

Captain  :  In  compliance  with  orders  from 
general  headquarters,  I  herewith  submit  my 
report  of  the  action  of  this  brigade  in  the  bat- 
tle of  the  nineteenth  and  twentieth  ultimo  : 

This  brigade,  composed  of  Colonel  Wilkes* 
Texas  regiment,  Colonel  Mills'  Texas  regiment, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Hutchinson's  Arkansas  regi- 
ment, and  Captain  Douglas'  Texas  battery,  under 
command  of  Brigadier-General  James  Deshler, 
moved  about  three  o'clock  p.  m.,  on  Saturday, 
the  nineteenth  ultimo,  from  a  point  near  the 
junction  of  the  Lafayette  and  McLemore's  Val- 
ley roads,  towards  our  extreme  right,  and  in 
rear  and  parallel  with  our  line  of  battle.  About 
half-past  four  o'clock  p.  m.,  we  crossed  a  branch 
of  the  Chickamauga  and  moved  directly  and 
hastily  forward  to  the  extreme  right,  where  the 
battle  seemed  raging  with  great  fierceness. 
After  passing,  for  some  time,  through  swarms 
of  stragglers,  prisoners,  aud  ^oxHu&fcd^ 
rived  on  the  \\n£,ttft&  ^^T^^rni^^x^wa 
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right  flank,  and  moved  forward  to  the  attack, 
and  proceeded  some  two  hundred  yards,  when 
the  brigade  was  halted  and  ordered  to  lie  down. 
In  a  few  minutes  we  rose  up  and  advanced  to 
the  front,  and  occupied  some  time  in  getting 
our  position. 

It  was  now  getting  dark,  but  the  firing  was 
still  heavy  and  constant  between  the  enemy  and 
some  brigade  opposite  our  extreme  right  and 
perpendicular  to  our  line.  We  were  not  more 
than  a  hundred  yards  from  his  right  flank,  where 
he  had  a  battery  of  artillery  firing  at  the  troops 
on  our  right.  We  remained  here  some  minutes. 
Brigadier-General  Deshler  did  not  know  but 
that  the  battery  was  our  own,  and  declined  to 
advance  on  it  in  the  dark  ;  it  being  then  impos- 
sible to  distinguish  friend  from  foe.  The  con- 
test in  front  of  our  right  was  soon  decided  in 
favor  of  the  Confederates.  The  enemy  was 
beaten  back,  and  there  was  a  temporary  lull  on 
the  field.  The  skirmishers  from  Colonel  Wilkes' 
regiment,  in  moving  forward  in  the  dark,  came 
suddenly  and  unexpectedly  on  the  enemy's  hue 
and  were  captured.  He,  in  attempting  to  re- 
treat from  the  brigade  in  his  front,  as  unexpect- 
edly came  upon  Colonel  Wilkes*  regiment  on  his 
flank,  where  ho  was  greeted  with  a  volley  that 
killed  and  wounded  several  and  caused  them  to 
propose  a  surrender,  when  about  one  hundred 
prisoners,  including  several  officers,  were  taken, 
together  with  two  stand  of  colors  from  the 
Seveuty-seventh  Illinois  and  the  Seventy-ninth 
Pennsylvania,  by  Colonel  Wilkes*  regiment, 
%  against  which  the  main  force  came.  Some 
dozen  or  more  were  taken,  each,  by  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Anderson  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hutch- 
inson. In  this  affair  Colonel  Wilkes  also  recap- 
tured his  skirmishers.  This,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  occasional  firing  by  our  skirmishers, 
terminated  the  fighting  for  the  night  We 
moved  back  several  hundred  yards  and  formed 
line  of  battle,  and  lay  down  to  rest  till  morn- 
ing. In  the  night  our  line  was  again  re-formed, 
throwing  forward  our  left  wing. 

About  half-past  nine  o'clock,  on  the  morning 
of  the  tweutieth,  we  moved  off  a  short  distance 
by  the  left  flank,  and  then  advanced  to  the  front, 
assing  through  a  portion  of  Major-General 
heatham's  division.  Having  gained  an  open 
ground  several  hundred  yards  in  our  front,  the 
enemy  began,  from  one  or  two  long-range  guns, 
to  shell  our  line,  and,  as  we  approached  nearer, 
gave  us  several  shots  of  canister,  killing  and 
wounding  some  fifteen  or  twenty  men.  We 
finally  arrived,  about  ten  o'clock  a.  m.,  on  the 
ground  wo  were  ordered  to  occupy.  We  found 
it  being  hastily  abandoned  by  the  troops  who 
were  occupying  it  before  we  came.  We  ad- 
vanced to  the  crest  of  the  hill,  some  two  hun- 
dred yards  in  front  of  the  enemy's  barricades 
and  breastworks,  when  he  opened  a  destructive 
fire  upon  us.  We  were  ordered  to  lie  down  and 
commence  firing.  We  now  began  the  engage- 
ment in  earnest,  but  at  great  disadvantage.  The 
enemy  was  behind  bis  defence*,  and  -ws  wYftwoA. 
cover;  he  had  two  batteries  of  art\\\ei\,  ^w* 


had  none,  our  own  battery  not  bcnyiibfcflf  * ! 
a  position  to  give  us  aid.  Cbpto&sfft  ^ 
splendid  battery  was  on  the  hill  witi  ■,«!■  jf 
the  extreme  left  of  the  brigade,  wfcea  n  mi  r 
up  and  occupied  the  hilL  It  fired  i  fcri*  ^ 
and  was  moved  to  some  other  partial  rffc  J 
field.   The  enemy  poured  on  our  bnikbm  * 
ten  o'clock  a.  m.,  to  half-past  one  o'clock  MJ 
constant  and  terrible  fire  of  artiDer/  «d  m  t 
ketxy,  which  we  returned  with  our  rifles,^ 
the  same  constancy  and  stobbomea.  1 
About  twelve  o'clock     our  supply  of  s*>  1 
mui  lition  began  to  give  out,  and  I  lent  t  writ  1 
to  Brigadier-General  Deshler  to  inform  \mi  ' 
the  fact  and  to  ask  where  we  could  get  Ma  1 
A  few  minutes  after,  I  saw  him  coming tennah  1 
my  right,  some  forty  paces  from  me,whak  ' 
was  struck  by  a  shell  in  the  chest  aadhtslMt  1 
literally  torn  from  his  bosom.  I  may  puses*  1 
to  pay  a  passing  tribute  to  themeuMryofti  1 
fallen  chief.  He  was  brave,  Keneroni^dtid, 
oven  to  a  fault   Ever  watchful  andcsieMfc 
the  safety  of  any  member  of  his  comasni,st 
was  over  ready  to  peril  his  own.  &f"jy  * 
permit  a  staff  officer  to  endanger  Us  tti 
going  to  examine  the  cartridgwwxa  to ■ 
what  amount  of  ammunition  nis  men  mM 
cheerfully  started  himself  to  brave  the  tea* 
of  death  that  raged  on  the  crest  of  » 
He  had  gone  but  little  way  when  he  WW* 
as  he  would  wish  to  fall — in  the  very  ccto*  ' 
his  brigade,  in  the  midst  of  the  line, b*«a 
the  ranks,  and  surrounded  by  the  bodies  d¥l 
fallen  comrades.  He  poured  out  Ins  blood  wa 
the  spot  watered  by  the  best  blood  of  uk  » 
gade.   Among  the  host  of  brave  hearts  usj 
were  offered  on  the  altar  of  sacrifice  for  As 
country  on  that  beautiful  Sabbath,  there  « 
ished  not  one  nobler,  braver,  or  better  thai 
He  lived  beloved,  and  fell  lamented  and  mom 
by  every  officer  and  man  of  his  command, 
sleeps  on  the  spot  where  he  fell ;  on  the  nek 
his  country's  victory  and  glory,  surrounded 
the  bodies  of  those  who  stood  around  ha 
life,  and  lie  around  him  in  death.  A  measfl 
from  Colonel  Wilkes*  regiment  informed  ■ 
the  fact  soon  after  General  Deshler  Cell, 
that  Colonel  Wilkes  was  wounded  and  not' 
the  regiment 

Just  at  this  critical  juncture  our  amrnn 
was  exhausted,  and  no  one  knew  where  v 
more.  I  assumed  command,  and,  supposing 
the  enemy  would  advance  as  soon  as  the  1 
ceased,  I  ordered  bayonets  fixed  and  the 
ridge-boxes  of  the  wounded  and  dead  1 
gathered,  and  one  round  from  them  to  be| 
to  each  man  to  load  his  gun  with,  and  hok 
fire  in  reserve  to  repel  an  assault.  While 
order  was  being  executed,  Lieutenant-Cc 
Anderson,  who  was  on  the  left  of  my  regn 
sent  Lieutenant  Graham  to  inform  me  tn 
four  left  companies  had  not  been  firing.  I 
at  too  great  a  distance  from  the  enemy,  hi 
the  good  sense  to  prevent  them  from  wa 
\  W«vt  ros&xKdUau.  unnecessarily.   I  immedi 
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wiiere  the  fire  was  hottest,  and  ordered  ' 
_    Tenant-Colonel  Anderson  to  take  command 
&  tb&m  and  hold  the  hill  at  every  hazard,  till 
oonxld  &ct  ammunition  and  have  it  distributed. 
Jon  procured  the  ammunition,  and  refilled  my 
rtrifatero-Lioxes.    At  this  time,  one  of  the  Major- 
°8raT"H  «taff  came  to  me  and  informed  me  that 
■^ordered  to  hold  the  hill  on  which  the  bri- 
*  "Was  formed ;  that  I  was  not  permitted  to 
nice*  9  suid  must  not  retire  if  it  were  possible 
xiiy  position.   I  therefore  moved  my 
**^Q-<1   at  once  Bome  twenty  or  thirty  paces 
!?  ^eaj  of  the  crest,  and  on  the  side  of  the 
cover,  leaving  a  body  of  sharpshooters 
a™    "fcroes  on  the  top  of  the  hill  to  keep  up  a 
A  the  enemy.   The  enemy's  fire  soon 

kpx\^d  down  to  a  contest  between  the  skir- 
At  the  same  time,  he  advanced  a  lihe 
„  L »  shers  toward  the  open  space  between 

"P^^^xicaand  and  Brigadier-General  Polk,  on  »y 
X.  soon  received  information  from  Lieu- 
^^^^olonel  Coit,  then  commanding  Wilkes' 
.^P^^rt;,  that  the  enemy  was  moving  around 
^^S*3L"t  flank  in  force.   I  ordered  him  to  throw 
^ompany  of  flankers  and  engage  them.  In 
Hj.    T^JBtn  twenty  minutes  I  was  informed  that 
^j^^irmishers  were  retiring  before  the  enemy. 
z^^*^diately  ordered  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ilutch- 
<2J^*^**   to  reinforce  the  skirmishers  with  one 
^J^*Pany  from  his  regiment,  which  was  promptly 
^  Still  hearing  of  this  flank  movement,  I 

^**«red  Captain  Kenard,  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
^^deraou's  regiment,  to  reinforce  the  other  two 
<&^lnpanies  with  his,  take  command  himself  of 
Z^tese  companies,  put  his  men  under  good  cover, 
^tod  hold  the  enemy  in  check  at  all  hazards.  He 
^ery  promptly  moved  with  his  company  to  the 
%round,  assumed  command  of  the  tliree  compa- 
nies, repulsed  the  enemy's  skirmishers,  and  held 
his  position  without  a  serious  struggle.  A  strag- ! 
gling  fire  was  kept  up  between  the  enemy  and  i 
my  sharpshooters  till  late  in  the  evening,  when  | 
the  advance  of  our  left  wing  caused  him  to  aban- : 
don  his  works  and  take  to  his  heels.  The  troops  ! 
of  my  command,  both  officers  and  men,  behaved  j 
with  the  greatest  bravery,  coolness,  and  self- 
possession  during  the  whole  engagement.  They 
advanced  with  a  steady  step,  under  a  heavy  fire 
of  shell,  canister,  and  musketry,  to  their  position, 
and  held  it  with  firmness  and  unwavering  forti- 
tude throughout  the  fight.  Texans  vied  with 
each  other  to  prove  themselves  worthy  of  the 
fame  won  by  their  brothers  on  other  fields,  and 
the  little  handful  of  Arkansas  troops  showed 
themselves  worthy  to  have  their  names  enrolled 
among  the  noblest,  bravest,  and  best  of  their  State. 
It  is  scarcely  possible  for  them  to  exhibit  higher 
evidences  of  courage,  patriotism,  and  pride  on 
any  other  field.  They  were  not  permitted  to 
advance,  and  would  not  retire,  but,  as  brave  men 
and  good  soldiers,  they  obeyed  the  orders  of 
their  General  and  held  the  hill.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Anderson,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hutchin- 
son, and  Major  Taylor,  remained  constantly  on 
the  line,  handled  their  commands  with  ability, 


and  conducted  themselves  gallantly  through  the 
entire  action. 
I  most  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  reports  of 

subordinate  commanders  for  particular  acts  of 
gallantry,  lists  of  casualties,  etc.  I  feel  it  my 
duty,  however,  to  record  here  the  names  of 
Lieutenant  Matt.  Graham,  of  Company  C,  Tenth 
Texas  regiment,  and  private  William  McCaun,  of 
Company  A,  Fifteenth  Texas  regiment,  as  worthy 
of  honorable  mention  for  their  conduct,  more 
than  ordinarily  gallant,  on  the  field.  Lieutenant 
Graham  several  times  volunteered,  and  insisted 
on  being  permitted,  to  carry  orders  and  messages 
up  and  down  the  line,  where  he  was  constantly 
exposed  to  the  thickest  fire.  His  services  were 
highly  beneficial  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ander- 
son, who  speaks  of  him  in  terms  of  highest 
praise.  Private  McCann  was  under  my  own 
eye.  He  stood  upright,  cheerful,  and  self-pos- 
sessed in  the  very  hail  of  deadly  missiles,  and 
cheered  up  his  comrades  around  him.  After  he 
had  expended  all  his  ammunition,  he  gathered 
up  the  cartridge-boxes  of  the  dead  and  wounded, 
and  distributed  them  to  his  comrades.  He  bore 
himself  like  a  hero  through  the  entire  contest, 
and  fell  mortally  wounded  by  the  last  volleys  of 
the  enemy.  I  promised  him  during  the  engage- 
ment that  I  would  mention  his  good  conduct, 
and,  as  he  was  borno  dying  from  the  field,  he 
turned  his  boyish  face  upon  me,  and,  with  a 
light  and  pleasant  smile,  reminded  me  of  my 
promise. 

The  First  Texas  battery,  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain James  P.  Douglas,  belonging  to  DeBhler's 
brigade,  was  not  engaged  on  the  nineteenth. 
On  the  twentieth  it  followed  the  brigade  as  far 
as  the  open  field,  covered  thickly  with  felled 
timber,  when,  finding  it  impossible  to  follow  us 
further,  Captain  Douglas  moved  towards  our  left 
flank  and  came  into  another  field,  where  he  was 
exposed  to  the  enemy's  fire.  He  immediately 
opened  fire  on  -Douglas  from  two  of  his  batteries, 
killing  one  of  his  horses  and  knocking  down 
one  of  his  wheels.  Ho  extricated  himself  from 
this  position,  and,  by  order  of  Major-General 
Cleburne,  took  position  on  the  hill  with  the  bri- 
gades of  Brigadier-Generals  Wood  and  Polk,  in 
rear  of  my  line.  He  afterwards  moved  down 
on  the  right  to  where  Brigadier-General  Polk 
was  warmly  engaging  the  enemy,  disengaged 
his  horses  and  earned  his  pieces  by  hand  in  the 
very  face  of  the  foe.  He  fired  a  few  rounds  at 
sixty  or  eighty  yards  distant  from  the  enemy, 
advancing  his  pieces  by  hand  with  the  line  of 
Brigadier-General  Polk's  brigade.  The  enemy 
were  soon  routed  and  fled  the  field.  Too  much 
praise  cannot  be  bestowed  on  Captain  Douglas 
and  the  officers  and  men  of  his  battery,  for  their 
gallant  conduct.  They  were  not  engaged  for 
any  considerable  length  of  time,  but  the  very 
short  quarters  at  which  Captain  Douglas  threw 
down  the  gaimtlet  soon  decided  the  enemy  to 
yield  the  field  to  a  battery  that  could  charge  a 
brigade  of  infantry  behind  their  rifle-pits.  Cap- 
tains J.  L.  Hearne  and  B.  F.  Blackburne,  and 
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Lieutenant  G.  B.  Jewell,  of  the  brigade  staff,  are 
entitled  to  my  thanks  for  promptly  reporting  to 
me  when  Brigadier-General  Deshler  fell,  and  for 
their  valuable  services  rendered  to  me  during 
the  engagement. 

The  aggregate  strength  of  the  brigade,  includ- 
ing the  battery,  on  the  morning  of  the  nine- 
teenth, was  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty-three. 
I  lost  in  the  fight  fifty-two  killed  and  three  hun- 
dred and  sixty-six  wounded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c, 

41.  Q.  Mills, 

Colonel,  commanding  Brigade. 

REPORT  OF  COL.  J.  H.  LEWIS,  COMMANDING  BRIGADE, 

Headquarters  Helm's  Brigade,  ) 
Before  Chattanooga,  September  30,  1863.  J 

Major  James  Wilson,  Assistant  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral: 

Sib  :  The  death  of  Brigadier-General  B.  II. 
Helm  makes  it  my  duty,  as  senior  Colonel  com- 
manding, to  report  the  part  taken  by  tins  bri- 
gade in  the  actions  of  the  nineteenth  and  twen- 
tieth instant : 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  eighteenth  the  bri- 

eade  took  position  on  the  right  bank  of  West 
hickamauga,  near  Glass's  Mill,  except  the  Sec- 
ond Kentucky  regiment  deployed  on  the  oppo- 
site side  as  skirmishers. 

On  the  morning  the  nineteenth  the  command, 
with  Cobb's  battery,  crossed  the  stream.  About 
nine  a.  m.,  a  shot  from  the  battery  into  a  house 
about  five  hundred  yards  off,  where  the  enemy's 
skirmishers  were  concealed,  excited  an  immedi- 
ate response  from  the  enemy  farther  to  the 
right,  followed  soon  after  by  a  spirited  artillery 
duel,  in  which  Slocum's  battery,  which  had,  in 
the  meantime,  crossed  over,  participated  ;  result- 
ing in  silencing  the  enemy.  Soon,  however,  an- 
other battery  of  the  enemy  opened  fire  still  far- 
ther to  the  right.  In  a  short  time,  orders  having 
been  issued  from  Major-General  Breckinridge  to 
that  effect,  the  whole  command  re-crossed  the 
stream  and  moved  to  the  Chattanooga  road. 
Fourteen  men  of  this  brigade  were  killed  and 
wounded  on  this  occasion.  From  thence  we 
moved  towards  Chattanooga,  to  the  position  held 
by  and  relieving  Deas*  brigade.  About  two 
hours  after  nightfall  we  readied  a  point  one  half 
mile  beyond  Alexander's  Bridge,  where  we  bi- 
vouacked until  three  a.  m.,  twentieth  instant, 
when  we  were  ordered  to  our  position  in  line  of 
battle  one  mile  or  more  beyond  and  on  the  left 
of  the  division.  We  got  into  position  and  were 
ready  to  advance  by  about  half  past  five  a.  m. 
Soon  after  getting  into  position,  one  company  from 
each  regiment  was,  under  command  of  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  Wickhffe,  of  the  Ninth  Kentucky, 
deployed  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards  in  ad- 
vance as  skirmishers.  Becoming  hotly  engaged 
with  the  enemy,  the  Fourth  Kentucky  regiment, 
Colonel  Nuckolls  commanding,  was  ordered  to 
their  support  The  skirmishers  of  the  enemy, 
having  the  advantage  in  position,  showed  deter- 
mination and  kept  up  a  rapid  fire,  wounding 
several  officers  and  men  "before  tuc  a&vuuvtt 


the  brigade.  Amongst  others  HTmrljiwtf 
was  Colonel  Nuckolls,  by  which  hit  nmk  _ 
was  thereafter  deprived  of  the  mnkmdlk    jpi  J-d 

gallant  and  meritorious  officer. 

Between  nine  and  ten  a.  the  brndeai 
vanced  in  the  following  order,  riz.:  &efial 
Kentucky,  Colonel  Lewis,  and  the  Second  Ka> 
tacky,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hewitt  aamsisk 
on  the  extreme  right  and  left  rapednf 
The  Fourth  Kentucky,  Major  TbompNQ,  as 
Ninth  Kentucky,  Colonel  Caldwell  comnsndsi 
on  the  right  and  left  centre  reipectmksi 
the  Eorty-first  Alabama,  Colonel  StueeU  a* 
manding,  in  the  centre. 

The  enemy's  fortifications  did  not  extend  4i 
entire  length  of  the  brigade  front,  bmthe&i. 
and  Fourth,  and  seven  companies  of  the  Forty, 
first,  in  advancing,  passed  to  the  right  and  da 
of  them,  consequently  fighting  the  foe  on  «st 
thing  like  equal  terms.    This  portion  of  k 
command,  with  but  a  momentary  halt  and » 
hesitation,  steadily  drove  the  enemr  Ink to 
within  one  hundred  yards  of  the  Cnatiswp    i>  I 
road,  when  I  discovered  a  battery  of  twoXia* 
Icon  guns  fifty  yards  beyond  the  road.  fl«I 
also  discovered,  for  the  first  time,  wta 
thicker  growth  of  timber  had  prevented  nafas 
observing  before,  that  the  left  of  the  bripii 
was  considerably  in  rear.   Neither  a  haft  not » 
treat  at  this  time  was,  in  my  judgment,  jjityi 
or  allowable.   So  the  command  was  gwa* 
take  the  battery,  and  it  was  done.  Suonfo 
crossing  the  road,  Captain  McCawley,of  Geaai 
Helm's  staff,  informed  me  that  the  General  U 
been  mortallv  woimded,  near  the  position  oofr 
pied  by  the  left  of  the  brigade. 

The  right  not  being  then  under  fire,  I  left  iti 
command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gofer,  and  start- 
ed, on  Captain  McCawley's  horse,  to  where  tbe 
other  portion  of  the  brigade  was.  I  eucounteftd 
considerable  difficulty  in  re-uniting  the  brigsfe, 
on  account  of  the  distance  apart  and  thewaal  J 
staff  aid — having  no  one  with  me  but  Gaptaa 
Hewitt,  and  not  him  immediately,  on  account  d 
the  loss  of  his  horse.   Although  not  penwoalh 
cognizant  of  the  behavior  of  the  left  of  the  bri- 
gade previous  to  assuming  command,  yet  1  aa 

l  warranted  by  information  of  an  entirely  satisfac- 
tory kind  in  speaking  of  it  Justice  to  the 
living,  and  affectionate  memory  of  the  dead, 
make  it  a  duty  and  a  pleasure  to  allude  to  ihek 
conduct  in  terms  of  praise. 

After  advancing  about  four  hundred  yards, 
they  encountered  a  heavy  musketry  and  autflkry 
fire  in  front,  and  also  an  enfilading  fire  from  tfe 

I  left,  which  the  failure  of  the  command  to  their 

'  left  to  advance  simultaneously  with  Breckin- 
ridge's division  enabled  the  enemy  to  poor  into 
then*  ranks.  Besides,  I  am  satisfied  they  wen 
subjected  to  a  fire  on  their  right  from  the  two 
pieces  subsequently  captured  by  the  right  of  dtf 
brigade.  Yet  three  several  times  this  devoted 
little  band  charged  the  enemy,  securely  fortified 
and  in  a  favorable  position.  Though  necessarily 
repulsed,  their  frightful  loss  shows  their  con- 

x  *\as&5  «x&\ra?i«ri.  Here  the  kind,  pure,  taw 
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B.  H.  Helm  was  mortally 
\y  doinjj  his  duty.  Lieutenant- 
r.  Hewitt,  in  advance  of  his 
)wing  a  devotion  and  daring 
highest  commendation,  was 
Jdwell  was  severely  wounded, 
ace,  doing  his  duty.  Robert 
>r-Sergeant  Second  Kentucky, 
be  enemy's  works,  after  having 
thereon.   Hero  fell  many  an- 

soldier,  life  images  of  Ken- 
wned,  and  valiant  soldiers — 
>lood  of  her  sons  also  attests 
y  and  manhood, 
certained  the  exact  position  of 

it  to  be  moved  by  the  right 

and  in  advance  of  where  it 
3  right  of  the  brigade,  under 
itenant-Colonel  Cofer,  was  met 
Dssed  the  road — when  I  formed 
)  of  battle  nearly  perpendicular 
:o  the  enemy's  works.  About 
ived  orders  from  Lieutenant- 
ugh  one  of  his  staff,  not  to  ad- 
ait  the  arrival  of  fresh  troops, 
ist's  brigade  attacked  the  ene- 
gh  my  lines  for  that  purpose, 
ck.  Ector's  brigade  then  ad- 
g  unable  to  drive  the  enemy 
finally  fell  back,  leaving  this 
;onfront  the  enemy.  My  men, 
le  nearly  exhausted  by  several 
ng,  and  suffering  greatly  for 
emained  firm,  no  one  leaving 
the  repulse  of  the  other  two 
rdered  to  retire  several  hun- 

0  rear  to  rest  the  men,  which 
order  and  without  confusion, 
ternoon  Walker's  division  ad- 
e  enemy,  a  portion  of  it  attack- 
it  the  left  of  this  brigade  did 
Being  with  my  command  about 
Is  in  rear  at  that  time,  and  out 
mbataiits,  I  could  not  see  with 
;tack  was  made,  though  a  short 
Jheatham's  division  moved  to 
le  same  ground — Bright's  bri- 
jion,  passing  through  the  lines4 
After  some  time  had  elapsed, 
:rom  the  firing  that  no  appre* 
had  been  gained,  this  brigade 
rd,  being  on  the  left  of  the  di- 
icing,  it  was  discovered  that 
ie  of  the  division  lapped  on 
ecessary  for  me  to  oblique  to 
3  hundred  yards.  It  was  also 
tnce  the  left  more  rapidly  than 

1  order  to  get  on  a  line  more 
enemy.   Both  these  difficult 

>  executed  while  marching 
•ds,  without  any  material  de- 
)  line,  the  command  moving 
teringly  forward, 
in  sight  of  the  enemy's  fortifi- 
de  rapidly  charged  upon  them, 
a  their  stronghold  in  confusion 


towards  the  Chattanooga  •road.  The  pursuit 
was  continued  across  an  open  field  rill  the  road 
was  reached,  when,  it  being  dark,  I  judged  it 
prudent  to  halt,  which  met  the  approval  of  Lieu- 
tenant-General Hill,  who,  close  after  us,  imme- 
diately came  up.  In  passing  through  the  forti- 
fications a  number  of  prisoners  were  captured 
and  sent  to  the  rear.  We  also  captured  two 
pieces  of  artillery  in  the  road,  which  our  rapid 
pursuit  of  the  enemy  prevented  their  carrying 
off— one  Napoleon  and  one  James  rifle.  The 
nature  of  the  ground — wood-land — prevented 
Cobb's  battery  perforating  the  important  part  in 
this  action  he  and  his  gallant  company  have  so 
often  done,  and  knew  so  well  how  to  do — though, 
in  the  afternoon,  one  section,  under  the  gallant 
and  faithful  Gracey,  was  placed  in  position  un- 
der General  Forrest.  I  refer  you  to  Captain 
Cobb's  report  for  an  account  of  their  behavior 
on  that  occasion. 

I  am  .not  enabled  to  state  the  exact  number 
engaged  in  the  actions  of  the  nineteenth  and 
twentieth.  But  one  thousand  three  hundred  is 
the  approximate  number  of  officers  and  men,  in- 
cluding Cobb's  battery.  The  whole  number  of 
casualties  was  sixty-three  killed  and  four  hun- 
dred and  eight  wounded. 

It  would  afford  me  pleasure  to  designate,  by 
name,  the  officers  and  men  who  so  gallantly 
fought  on  these  two  occasions,  for,  with  very  few 
exceptions,  all  did  their  duty.  But  to  do  so 
would  swell  this  report  to  an  inordinate  size. 
However,  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty,  and  take 
pleasure  in  the  performance  of  it,  to  call  atten- 
tion to  the  conduct  of  the  field  officers  of  the 
different  regiments.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cofer, 
in  command  of  the  Sixth,  after  I  took  command 
of  the  brigade ;  Major  Clark,  of  the  same  regi- 
ment; Major  Thompson,  in  command  of  the 
Fourth,  after  Colonel  Nuckolls  was  wounded; 
Captain  Millett,  senior  Captain,  acting  field  offi- 
cer, of  the  same  regiment,  and  Major  Nash,  in 
command  of  the  seven  companies  of  the  Forty- 
first  Alabama,  all  came  under  my  observation. 
In  each  I  remarked  constancy,  gallantry,  and 
coolness.  In  the  afternoon,  Colonel  Stansell,  of 
the  Forty-first ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wickliffe,  in 
command  of  the  Ninth,  after  Colonel  Caldwell 
was  wounded,  and  Captain  Gillam,  acting  field 
officer,  of  the  same  regiment,  attracted  my  no- 
tice, and  but  confirmed  the  good  account  I  had 
of  them  in  the  morning.  Captain  Lee,  of  the 
Second  Kentucky,  though  too  unwell  to  endure 
the  fatigue  throughout  the  day,  acted  as  field 
officer  with  his  accustomed  bravery  in  the 
charges  made  by  the  left  in  the  morning. 

It  is  the  highest  praise  I  can  possibly  bestow 
on  the  officers  of  the  brigade,  to  say  they  proved 
themselves,  in  nearly  every  case,  worthy  of  their 
commands. 

Of  the  staff  of  Brigadier-General  Helm,  I  take 
pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  in  behalf  of,  and 
making  special  mention  of,  Captain  Fayette 
Hewitt,  Assistant  Adjutant-General.  As  soon 
as  he  was  enabled  to  do  so,  he  reported  to  me, 
and  throughout  the  entire  actLou^alter  tk^dea&L 
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of  General  Helm,  as  well  as  previous  thereto,  as 
I  learn,  he  displayed  coolness,  gallantry,  and 
judgment 

Captain  G.  W.  McCawley,  Assistant  Inspector- 
General,  promptly  reported  to  mo  the  wounding 
of  General  Helm,  as  before  stated,  at  which 
time  I  got  from  him  his  horae,  not  having  my 
own  with  me,  when  ho  returned  to  where  Gen- 
eral Helm  was  wounded,  and  remained  with  him. 
I  am  reliably  informed  that  previous  thereto  he 
was  in  his  place,  on  the  left,  and  acted  bravely 
and  efficiently. 

Captain  Helm,  acting  Commissary  Subsistence, 
though  not  compelled  to  do  so,  went  on  the  field 
and  did  his  duly. 

Leonard  W.  Herr,  Aid-de-Camp,  and  Lieuten- 
ant John  Pirtle,  acting  Aid-de-Camp,  reported  to 
me  as  soon  as  the  necessary  attention  to  their 
wounded  General  allowed,  and  thereafter  acted 
gallantly  and  faithfully. 

I  inclose  the  several  reports  of  regimental 
and  the  battery  commanders,  together  with  a 
list  of  killed  and  wounded. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Josspn  H.  Lewis, 

Colonel,  commanding  Helm's  Brigade. 

REPORT  OF  COL.  R.  L.  GIBSON,  COMMANDING  BRIGADE, 

Headquarters  Adams'  Brigade,  ) 
September  20,  1868.  j 

Major  James  Wilson,  Assistant  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral, Breckinridge's  Division : 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  brigade,  com- 
posed of  the  Thirteenth  and  Twentieth  Louisiana 
volunteers.  Colonel  Leon  Von  Zeniken;  Six- 
teenth and  Twenty-fifth  Louisiana  volunteers, 
Colonel  D.  Gober ;  Nineteen th  Louisiana  volun- 
teers, Lieutenant-Colonel  R.  W.  Turner ;  Thirty- 
second  Alabama  volunteers,  Major  T.  C.  Kimball, 
and  Austin's  battalion  Louisiana  sharpshooters, 
with  Slocomb's  battery  Washington  artillery,  in 
the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  from  the  moment 
that  I  assumed  command : 

I  was  engaged  in  re-forming  my  regimont 
when,  informed  that  Brigadier-General  D.  W. 
Adams  having  been  disablod  by  a  wonnd,  the 
command  of  the  brigade  devolved  upon  me.  I 
at  once  ascertained  that  there  was  no  support 
on  the  left  of  the  brigade,  and  ordered  the  com- 
mand to  form  on  the  rear  slope  of  the  hill  upon 
which  Captain  C.  H  Slocomb  s  battery  of  Wash- 
ington artillery  was  posted.  This  having  been 
accomplished,  I  left  the  line  in  charge  of  Colonel 
Daniel  Gober,  Sixteenth  and  Twenty-fifth  Loui- 
siana volunteers,  and  hastened  to  the  left,  where 
I  observed  several  regiments  falling  back.  One 
of  these  I  at  once  moved  to  the  support  of  the 
line  on  the  left,  and  directed  Captain  Labouisse, 
A.  I.  G.,  to  bring  up  another,  retreating  through 
the  woods,  to  the  same  position.  With  Captain 
Slocomb's  assistance,  he  succeeded  in  placing 
two  regiments  in  position.  They  were  believed 
to  belong  to  the  brigade  on  our  left  TheThxt- 
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talion,  which  had  not  participated  in  f*»  ck& 
but  had  been  ordered  to  oppose  the  unmet* 
a  column  of  the  enemy's  infentrj,  nprirfa 
our  right  and  rear,  were  called  in  aw  Sncti 
to  join  the  brigade  on  the  right  of  the  bate 
It  was  deemed  best  to  omrojoanerTMii 
the  enemy  in  sight,  leaving  the  cavalry  njrt 
for  after-consideration.  These  diaporitaU 
just  been  made,  when  MajorGewnl  Bwfc 
ridge  reached  us,  and  approved  them. 

Captain  Slocomb,  whose  batter  had  oak  i 
noble  stand,  here  informed  me  that  be  m  eat 
siderably  cut  up,  and  that  he  thought  it  both 
retire  for  a  short  time.  He  was  ordered  ■ 
retire.  In  less  than  two  hours  he  igam  icporiri 
ready  for  action,  having  equipped  hmwtfc 
nearly  everything  nee<  fed,  from  the  battaj 
taken  by  the  brigade  in  approaching,  fat  ■ 
first  time,  the  main  Chattanooga  road. 

I  do  not  think  it  worth  while  to  apeak  of  ti 
different  lines  of  battle  taken  before  again  aapf 
ing  the  enemy.   About  four  o'dcK^tywM 
Major-General  Breckinridge,  the  hrijato  «a 
posted  about  three  hundred  yards  mjwj 
Maior-General   Walker's  command  (fan 
Liddell's  division).  The  line  was  here  a#*J 
to  some  shelling,  and  it  became  ajjwrert  m 
our  forces  in  front  were  unsnocesatnl  m » 
attacks.   About  sundown  General  BreckflWB 
turned  to  me  and  directed  that  1  abflda* 
vance,  and  at  the  same  time  execute  a  chap* 
direction  to  the  left.   I  had  advanced  baU 
short  distance,  when  I  saw,  from  whai*ia» 
curring  in  front  of  us,  that  our  lines  m  afaa 
were  giving  away  under  an  enfilading  fire  fnt 
the  left,  and  I  therefore  gained  as  much  erouedto 
the  left  as  time  and  circumstances  would  perot 
The  movement  forward  was  made  slowly,  can- 
fully,  and  with  all  possible  precision.  We 
passed  over  several  fines  of  troops  as  we  ad- 
vanced, who  cheered  us  heartily.   The  extra* 
right  regiment  was  detained  a  few  momenta  br 
one  of  these  lines,  as  will  be  seen  by  referrag 
to  Colonel  Gober's  report.   I  determined,  if  pos- 
sible, not  to  fire  a  gun,  and  it  is  due  to  the  A 
cers  and  men  of  the  brigade  that  I  should  atata 
that  we  passed  through  a  new  line  engaging  the 
enemy  without  halting  and  without  finng,  and 
continued  to  advance,  moving  in  perfect  order, 
until  within  a  few  paces  of  th  e  enemy,  whea  a 
charge  was  ordered  and  the  whole  command, 
with  a  terrific  yell,  sprang  upon  him.  A  voBpt 
was  received  without  effect ;  a  second,  from  thf 
barricades  of  trees  and  stones,  checked  us  for 
an  instant ;  but  the  officers  rushed  forward  again, 
the  men  followed,  and  the  enemy,  panic-stricken 
fled  in  the  wildest  disorder.    Not  a  moment 
was  to  be  lost ;  the  brigade  was  urged  fonrari 
its  centre  resting  near  the  fence  which  separa- 
ted the  corn  field  from  the  woods,  the  left  ex- 
tending into  the  field.   We  thus  continued  to 
drive  the  enemy  from  every  position  for  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile,  until  we  had  entered  the 
woods  about  seventy  yards  from  the  CTbatta- 
woo^a,  road,  where  it  was  halted.    Darkness  was 
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untenant  Ware,  of  the  staff,  to 

eported  to  me  that  there  were 
it  flank;  confirming  the  state- 
Von  Zeniken,  commanding  the 
had  gone  myself  to  the  right  I 
therefore  to  halt  and  to  rectify 
lich  had  become  broken  in  the 
idvancing  further.  This  had 
I  when  Lieutenant-General  Hill 
srving  that  we  had  done  well, 
hould  throw  forward  skirmish- 
ce  of  a  mile.  A  few  moments 
is  ordered  by  Major-General 
bivouac  near  the  main  Chatta- 
I  accordingly  moved  back  to 
any  prisoners  remained  within 
the  charge,  but  no  attention 
jm:  they  numbered  probably 
idred. 

tormed  was  held  by  a  brigade 
regulars,  under  Brieadier-Gen- 
enemy's  dead  ana  wounded 
c  of  the  brigade.  Many  hun- 
ms  were  found  upon  the  field 
i  battery  was  taken  by  the  Thir- 
tieth Louisiana,  but  the  gallant 
the  remainder  of  the  brigade 
them  to  share  in  the  credit  of 

ur  skirmishers,  under  Captain 
Company  B,  Thirteenth  and 
iana,  sent  in  thirty  prisoners, 
eral  officers ;  and  Major  T.  E. 
i  brought  in  fifty  more  next 
e  halted  victorious  at  night  on 
whence  it  had  recoiled  at  mid- 

tfully  refer  the  Major-General 
le  reports  of  subordinate  com- 
parts their  commands  bore  in 

cere,  Colonel  Daniel  Gober,  Six- 
ty-fifth Louisiana,  and  Colonel 
en,  Thirteenth  and  Twentieth 
conspicuous  for  courage* and 
Ecers  and  men  behaved  with 
lantry.  Major  C.  H.  Moore,  Six- 
by-fifth  Louisiana ;  Major  T.  C. 
econd  Alabama ;  Captain  H.  A. 
»nth  Louisiana,  who  command- 
ig  charge,  and  Captain  E.  M. 
ith  and  Twentieth  Louisiana, 


showed  themselves  officers  well  fitted  to  handle 
troops  on  the  field.  The  report  of  Captain  C. 
H.  Slocomb,  Washington  artillery,  shows  how 
large  a  share' his  command  bore  in  the  engage- 
ment I  cannot  speak  in  terms  too  high  of  the 
bearing  of  the  officers  and  men  of  this  battery. 
The  skill  of  the  former  is  only  equalled  by  the 
bearing  of  the  latter. 

Our  valor-inspiring  Chief  of  Artillery,  Major 
Graves,  of  Major-General  Breckinridge's  staff,  fell, 
mortally  wounded,  in  the  arms  of  Captain  C.  EL 
Slocomb.  He  fell,  where  his  heroic  soul  de- 
sired, on  the  battle-field,  among  those  who  loved 
him,  and  in  the  arms  of  a  brave  comrade. 

But  our  success  was  not  without  heavy  loss. 
Our  chivalrous  commander,  Brigadier-General 
D.  W.  Adams,  was  wounded  in  the  charge  of 
the  morning,  and  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  ene- 
my. Lieutenant-Colonel  R.  W.  Turner,  Nine- 
teenth Louisiana,  was  wounded,  and  the  brave 
Major  Loudon  Butler,  of  the  same  regiment, 
breathed  his  last  at  the  head  of  his  regiment 
Of  General  Adams'  staff,  I  am  indebted  for  val- 
uable services  to  John  W.  Labouisse,  A.  I.  G., 
who  was  ever  prompt  and  efficient,  and  to  Lieu- 
tenants E.  M.  Scott  and  G.  S.  Yerger,  likewise, 
for  zeal  and  bravery.  Nor  should  I  omit  to  pay 
a  special  tribute  to  the  soldierly  bearing  of 
Lieutenant  S.  L.  Ware.  He  is  entitled  to  much 
credit  for  his  conspicuous  gallantry.  The  gal- 
lant Adjutant-General,  Captain  E.  P.  Guillet,  was 
already  wounded.  Major  M.  Hanly,  A.  Q.  M., 
and  Major  W.  V.  Crouch,  A.  C.  S.,  have,  through- 
out the  campaign,  discharged  their  duties  with 
fidelity  and  promptness. 

The  brigade  entered  the  action  with  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  officers,  and  lost  in  killed  and 
wounded  thirty-three ;  with  twelve  hundred  en- 
listed men,  and  lost  in  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing,  three  hundred  and  ninety-six.  It  drove 
the  enemy  from  two  batteries  which  fell  within 
our  lines,  only  six  guns  of  which,  however, 
upon  investigation,  were  positively  taken  by 
officers  of  the  command.  About  six  hundred 
prisoners  were  likewise  captured  during  the 
battle.  It  only  ceased  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy 
at  night  and  under  orders.  One  hour  more  of 
daylight  had  added  largely  to  our  captures. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 
R.  L.  Gibson, 
Cokroel,  commanding. 
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Report  of  the  Effective  Strength  of  the  several  Regiments  composing  Adams'  Brigm\ 

into  the  Battle  of  Chickamauga,  on  each  day  of  the  battle. 
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The  Infantry  of  this  brigade  was  not  ongaged  in  the  battlo  of  September  19th. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


R.  L  Gnos, 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  J.  a  KELLY,  COMMANDING  BRIGADE. 


Hiadqcabtcrs  Third  Brigade,  Preston's  Drvcaox, 
Ix  thi  Food  fronting  Chattanooga, 
September  25,  1863. 


ox,) 


Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing as  a  report  of  the  operations  of  the  bri- 
gade under  my  command  in  the  battle  of  the 
nineteenth  and  twentieth  instant: 

The  night  of  the  eighteenth  instant  I  bivou- 
acked, witli  three  regiments  of  the  brigade  (the 
Sixty-third  Virginia,  Major  French  command- 
ing, having  been  detached  tho  day  before  as  a 
guard  to  the  division  ordnance  train),  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  Chickamauga.  At  daylight, 
on  the  morning  of  tho  nineteenth,  I  was  ordered 
to  cross  the  Chickamauga  at  Dalton's  Ford,  and 
at  about  eight  o'clock  I  formed  line  of  battle  in 
a  corn  field,  on  the  left  of  Brown's  brigade,  Stew- 
art's division,  and  three  hundred  yards  in  rear 
of  Grade's  brigade,  the  Fifty-eighth  North  Car- 
olina, Colonel  «LB.  Palmer  commanding,  forming 
the  right ;  tho  Fifth  Kentucky,  Colonel  H.  Haw- 
kins commanding,  the  left,  and  the  Sixty-fifth 
Georgia,  Colonel  Moore  commanding,  tho  Autre 
of  my  line.  Here  the  brigade  was  subjected  to 
a  brisk  cannonade  from  the  enemy's  batteries. 
At  about  eleven  o'clock  I  was  ordered  to  move 
by  the  right  flank  about  four  hundred  yards, 
when  I  again  formed  lino  of  battle,  and  remained 
in  position  during  the  remainder  of  tho  night 
and  day,  being  occasionally  shelled.  At  this 
point  the  Sixty-Third  Virginia,  less  two  compa- 
nies detached  as  guard  for  division  ordnance 
train,  reported  to  the  command  at  about  three 
o'clock  p.  M. 

At  about  seven  o'clock,  on  the  morning  of  the 
twentieth  instant,  tho  brigade  was  moved  by  the 
left  flank  about  three  hundred  yards  and  posted 
on  an  eminence,  as  a  support  to  three  batteries 
of  Major  Leyden's  battalion,  of  axtiYlerv.  ¥iom 


this  position  I  threw  out  four  companiei  <l  & 
mishers,  in  charge  of  Lieutenant-Cofcul 
mund  Kirby,  Fifty-eighth  North  Carotid, 
moved  to  the  front  and  left,  and  MpwfcAfc 
enemy  moving  to  the  right   At  one  o'doil 
was  ordered  to  leave  the  Sixty-fifth  Geotjfc* 
a  support  to  the  above-named  batteries,   I  off 
by  the  right  flank  and  form  line  of  tttUlefo 
hundred  yards  in  rear  of  Grade's  brigade 
conform  to  its  movements.   While  the  Tint  i 
battle  was  in  process  of  formation,  I  dUcwmt 
that  Grade's  brigade  was  moviug  brtberiril 
flank  on  the  Chattanooga  road.    I  lliiifw 
moved  by  the  right  flank  five  hundred 
the  right  of  that  road  and  parallel  with  it  &frt 
marching  in  this  direction  about  one  and  a  kit 
miles,  I  was  halted  and  ordered  to  form  tine  of 
battle  to  resist  an  attack  from  the  front  or  Ai 
left  flank.  This  disposition  was  made,  and  I 
remained  in  position  until  about  half-past  fine 
o'clock  p.m. — the  enemy  meanwhile  acting 
shelling  me.  At  this  time  I  was  ordered  to  sun 
by  tho  left  flank,  and,  having  marched  three- 
f ourths  of  a  mile,  I  was  ordered  to  form  on  the  Wt 
of  Grade's  brigade.   While  this  was  being  exe- 
cuted I  was  ordered  to  make  an  oblique  change  of 
direction  to  tho  right  and  to  advance.  Ibil ad- 
vanced but  a  short  distance  when  I  was  subjeefed 
to  tho  enemy's  fire.   The  enemv  was  potted  on  a 
heavily  wooded  ridge,  from  which  be  had  an- 
eral  times  repulsed  other  troops  of  our  amp* 
The  approach  to  him  was  over  a  succession  of 
hills,  with  intervening  depressions,  each  nil  to 
the  front  being  somewhat  more  elevated.  The 
brigade,  under  fire  of  the  enemy,  moved  steadfr 
to  tho  front  three  or  four  hundred  yards,  botf- 
ing  its  fire  until  within  very  short  nop  of  the 
enemy,  the  right  being  no  more  thanfifteenor 
twenty,  the  centre  about  forty,  and  the  left  abort 
\  *vxty  Y*ida  distant*  when  our  first  firs  wnoe* 
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a  desperately  contested  fight  of 
succeeded  in  gaining  the  hill, 
enemy  made  three  unsuccessful 
>dge  me  by  assault  However, 
onformation  of  the  ground,  the 
rth  Carolina  was  exposed  to  a 
the  front  and  both  nanks,  and, 
>ut  half  its  numbers,  was  com- 
:  to  a  position  of  greater  security, 
falling  back,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
gallantly  cheering  his  men,  fell, 
r  bullets — Major  Dula  having 
early  in  the  engagement  At 
/as  indebted  to  Brigadier-Gen- 
:>r  a  reinforcement  of  one  regi- 
command.   Colonel  Palmer,  the 

with  the  regiment,  was  here 
still  continued  in  command, 
ig  fires  with  the  enemy  for 
uid  a  half,  I  determined  to  at- 
him  by  assault,  and  for  this 
erred  the  Fifty-eighth  North 
!)e  right  to  the  left  of  my  line 
ard,  swinging  somewhat  to  the 
.rrivcd  at  the  base  of  the  hill,  the 
1  to  cry,  "  Wo  surrender,  we  sur- 
lediately  stepped  to  the  front, 
ig  been  previously  killed,  and 

officer  who  seemed  to  be  in 
emanded  that  if  he  proposed  to 
tould  lay  down  his  arms.  He 
>nt  and  said,  "  Wait  a  minute." 

sir;  lay  down  your  arms  in- 
fire  upon  you,"  and  turned  to 
ut  before  I  could  give  the  com- 
ic poured  upon  it  a  terrific  fire, 
tit  of  its  suddenness,  threw  the 

instant  into  confusion,  but  it 
re-formed  within  thirty  yards  of 

am  confident  that  the  enemy 
Tender,  and  that  his  fire  was 
luthorized  shot  from  his  ranks. 
f  ammunition  was  almost  ex- 

0  the  rear  for  reinforcements  or 
imunition.  At  this  juncture  I 
igg,  commanding  brigade,  and 
•f  the  position  of  the  enemy, 
le  same  time,  to  co-operate  with 
e.  He  agreed,  and  formed  his 
with  the  intention  of  swinging 
to  the  right  Just  as  the  move- 
i,  I  was  notified  by  one  of  his 
Brigadier-General  commanding 

to  see  me,  and  I  repaired  at 
he  was  stationed  in  the  field, 
porary  absence  the  enemy  sur- 
onel  Trigg.   Immediately  after 

1  force,  supposed  to  be  of  the 
.  heavy  fire,  which  created  con- 
ion,  in  which  a  large  number  of 
making  off.  Colonel  H.  Haw- 
b  Kentucky,  here  captured  two 
ty-nine  prisoners,  including  two 
sutenant-Colonel,  and  a  number 
jrs.  About  this  time  I  rejoined 
ad  turned  over  to  Lieutenant- 


Colonel  Wade,  of  the  Fifty-fourth  Virginia,  to 
be  taken  to  the  rear,  my  prisoners,  except  the 
three  field  officers,  who  were  sent  to  division 
headquarters  in  charge  of  one  of  my  staff.  The 
night  being  far  advanced,  I  made  arrangements 
to  replenish  my  supply  of  ammunition,  and  went 
into  bivouac  on  the  hill  which  the  brigade  had 
so  gallantly  won. 

It  would  not  be  proper  for  me  to  close  this 
report  without  tendering  my  thanks  to  the 
members  of  my  staff  and  the  officers  command- 
ing the  regiments  for  valuable  assistance  ren- 
dered in  handling  the  troops,  and  bearing  testi- 
mony to  the  gallant  conduct  of  the  officers  and 
men  composing  the  command.  It  was  the  first 
time  that  most  of  them  had  ever  been  under 
fire,  yet  they  acted  with  the  coolness  and  jcour- 
age  of  veterans.  Fighting  against  a  superior 
force,  posted  in  an  apparently  impregnable  posi- 
tion, tney  moved  steadilv  forward,  beat  and 
captured  the  enemy,  and  slept  in  his  strong 
place.  When  all  dia  their  duty  so  well,  it  seems 
almost  invidious  to  make  particular  mention  of 
any  one ;  yet  I  must  be  allowed  to  speak  of 
the  gallant  conduct  of  Lieutenaut-Colonel  E. 
Kirby,  Fifty-eighth  North  Carolina ;  Captain  C. 
H.  Lynch,  Sixty-third  Virginia ;  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel G.  W.  Connor,  Major  William  Mynhier  and 
Adjutant  Thomas  H.  B.  Cork,  Fifth  Kentucky, 
and  especially  Captain  J.  Desha,  Fifth  Kentucky, 
who,  although  painfully  and  severely  wounded 
early  in  the  action,  remained  at  the  head  of  his 
company  until  the  enemy  was  defeated. 

I  took  into  the  fight  an  aggregate  of  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-two,  and  lost,  in  killed  and 
wounded,  three  hundred  and  three,  and  twenty- 
six  missing. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
J.  H.  Kelly, 
Ooloncl,  oommandlng  Brigade. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  B.  C.  TRIGG,  COMMANDING  BRIGADE. 


Headquarters  Trxgo' 

September  2ft,  1803. 


Brigadb,  J. 


Captain  J.  L.  Sandford,  Assistant  Adjutant- 
Perioral  : 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  part  borne  by  my  brigade 
in  the  battles  of  the  uhickamauga,  on  the  aine- 
teenth  and  twentieth  instant : 

By  order  of  Brigadier- General  Preston,  com- 
manding division,!  crossed  the  Chickamauga, 
at  early  dawn,  the  morning  of  the  nineteenth, 
and  formed  line  of  battle  near  Hunt's  house,  on 
the  prolongation  of  Brigadier-General  Bate's 
line.  Whilst  occupying  this  position  the  enemy 
threw  shot  and  shell  into  my  lines  from  a  bat- 
tery on  the  right.  The  Sixth  regiment  Florida 
volunteers  (Colonel  Findley)  lost  ono  lieutenant, 
one  sergeant,  and  one  private  killed,  and  two 
privates  wounded.  I  promptly  moved  the  bri- 
gade forward  so  as  to  get  the  cover  afforded  by 
the  opposite  hills. 

About  twelve  o'clock  m.,  by  direction  of  Bri- 
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gadier-General  Preston,  I  moved  my  brigade  by 
the  right  flank  and  re-formed  on  the  crest  of  a  | 
ridge  about  half  a  mile  north  of  Hunt's  house.  1 
As  soon  as  the  line  was  formed,  I  deployed  the  i 
Firsl  regiment  Florida  cavalry  (dismounted),  j 
Colonel  Maxwell,  as  skirmishers,  three  hundred  j 
yards  in  advance,  and  covering  the  entire  front  | 
of  the  brigade.   This  regiment  soon  became  , 
engaged  with  the  enemy^  infantry  in  a  com  j 
field  and  the  woods  to  the  right  of  the  field.   It 1 
kept  up  quite  a  brisk  fire  for  more  than  two  1 
hours,  when  the  right  was  driven  in  by  a  de-  J 
structive  fire  of  grape  and  canister  from  a  bat-  J 
tcry  in  the  field.    At  this  time  I  was  ordered  to  ; 
reinforce  General  Hood  and  move  in  the  diree- ! 
tion  of  the  firing.   The  firing  was  on  my  right  j 
I  moved  by  the  right  flank  until  met  by  a  staff  j 
officer,  who  came  to  conduct  me  to  the  point  | 
where  General  Hood  needed  support — the  posi- 
tion held  by  General  Benning  s  brigade.  At 
his  instance  I  moved  by  the  front   Soon  after  I 
was  met  by  another  staff  officer,  who  claimed 
my  support  for  General  Robertson's  brigade.  I 
continued  my  movement  by  the  front  until  I 
came  near  a  corn  field,  in  which  the  enemy  had 
a  battery,  protected  by  earthworks,  near  the 
Chattanooga  ruad,  and  supported  by  a  long  line* 
of  infantry  drawn  up  in  Ihe  field,  and  in  rifle- 
pits  and  woods  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  bat- 
tery.   The  enemy  was  advancing  when  I  first 
discovered  him,  and  had  passed  about  one-third 
the  length  of  the  field.   The  troops  that  had 
won  the  wooded  rid^e  outside  of  the  field,  and 
on  my  right,  were  falling  back  in  soino  confu- 
sion.  The  advance  of  the  enemy  and  the  fall- 
ing back  of  our  troops  seemed  to  effect  some 
change  in  the  mind  of  the  officer  conducting 
me.   Ho  requested  me  to  halt  until  he  could 
learn  precisely  what  position  I  was  to  take. 
While  thus  halted  and  under  the  enemy's  fire, 
General  Robertson  appeared  and  hurriedly  in- 
forming me  that  his  line  was  very  much  weak- 
ened and  would  be  beaten  back  unless  quickly 
reinforced,  indicated  the  direction  in  which  I 
should  move.   I  obliqued  to  the  right  until  I 
supposed  that  my  right  was  opposite  to  his  left 
This  brought  the  front  of  my  brigade  to  the 
corn  field  fence.   All  this  while  I  had  been 
under  a  most  destructive  fire  of  the  enemy's 
artillery,  and,  at  this  time,  ho  concentrated  upon  . 
me  the  fire  of  his  whole  force  in  the  com  field' 
aud  in  the  timber  around  it   I  had  not,  as  yet, 
fired  a  single  gun.   1  reserved  my  fire  until  I 
reached  the  fence.   At  the  first  volley  the  ene- 
my broke  in  confusion  to  the  left  and  rear. 
Seeing  his  confusion,  I  ordered  my  brigade  to 
charge  before  he  could  rally.  The  Sixth  Florida 
regiment  gallautly  responded,  leaping  the  fence  I 
and  dashing  forward  to  the  crest  of  the  ridge, ! 
forcing  the  enemy's  broken  line  to  seek  the  ' 
nearest  cover  on  the  right,  left,  and  rear.  This 
regiment  regained  the  ridge,  which  I  am  in- 
formed was  won  and  lost  more  than  once  dur- , 
ine  the  day,  cleared  the  com  field  of  all  the  , 
infantry,  drove  nearly  all  the  gunners  from  the  ^ 
battery,  and  would  have  certauAy  «vvtra^\t\wA. 
for  a  lamentable  interference  m\amy  command. 
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When  the  order  to  charge  was  granf^ 
on  the  right  with  this  regiment.  T&cria**  J 
not  promptly  conveyed  to  the  ^ther  nomi 
of  the  brigade,  and  they  failing  to  cosfait 
the  movements  of  the  Sixth  Florida,  it  got  fa 
one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  will 
advance.   Having gained  the  crest  of  (be  ok 
I  discovered,  for  the  first  time,  that  ftrifil 
regiments  of  the  brigade  were  not  vp  vilfc  I 
Sixth  Florida,   I  immediately  started  to  U|  I 
them  up,  but  had  gone  bnt  a  abort  dsam 1 
when  I  perceived  them  crowing  the  (oetu 
moving  forward  in  good  order.  Intvadfe 
direct  the  movements  of  the  Sixth  Ada 
When  these  regiments  had  reached  ftesnl 
fence,  I  discovered  that  they  were  being mm] 
by  Brigadier-General  Robertson  torn  the  H 
by  the  right  flank  and  in  rear  of  the  Sfafc 
Finding  that  this  regiment  would  not  mm) 
support  from  the  rest  of  my  brigade, nil 
being  exposed  to  a  terrible  fire  from  me  fat 
and  left  (the  enemy  having  in  part  teams! 
from  his  p»anic),  I  withdrew  it  below  the  of 
of  the  ridge,  and  unwillingly  relinqmahd  ll 
capture  of  the  battery,  which  a  few  mm 
before  I  had  regarded  as  almost  acmmtf 
For  such  was  the  disposition  of  mi  uyb 
that  when  the  charge  was  ordered/ 
ments  and  half  of  another  on  my  left 
the  enemy's  battery  and  support?, 
withdrawn  from  the  field,  uiey  were  — , 
rapidly  to  turn  his  right  flank.  Night  f< 
end  to  the  conflict 

On  the  morning  of  the  twentieth,!  fan 
my  brigade  four  hundred  yards  in  thewtfd 
Manigault's  brigade,  Hindman's  division.^ 
was  ordered  to  support  him  and  conform  »fc 
movements.   About  twelve  o'clock  i^Gtsea1 
Manigault  moved  forward  in  the  direct?*  4 
the  Chattanooga  road.  I  followed.  Whenwida 
four  hundred  yards  of  the  road,  I  came  up  *ik 
his  artillery,  which  had  halted,  and  metap4 
many  stragglers  from  his  brigade.  I  rod?  to- 
ward to  the  road  and  foun  d  some  cwrfww 
in  the  brigade.   I  informed  an  officer  rt  ue> 
end  Manigault  s  staff  that  I  was  there  to 
port  him  and  ready  to  render  the  support  it 
any  moment 

About  this  time  I  learned  from  an  officer  of 
General  Hindman's  staff,  that  the  left  of  Hinfl- 
maud's  division  was-  threatened  and  wiflM  Ve 
turned  unless  quickly  supported  (the  left  of  that 
division  having  been  supported  up  to  that  tise 
by  Manigault's  brigade).  I  moved  my  brinfr 
to  the  Chattanooga  road  in  double-quick  tint, 
passing  General  Manigault's  brigade  and  takag 
the  front  The  position  of  the  enemy  bene  in- 
dicated to  me,  I  disposed  of  the  troops  rfiay 
command  with  a  view  to  offensive  moTenmi 
and  ordered  the  battery  assigned  me  (ftpva 
Feeples,  Ninth  Georgia  battalion)  to  lake  peti- 
tion and  open  fire  upon  the  enemy.  The  earn? 
failing  to  respond,  alter  several  rounds,  and  it 
being  evident  that  he  had  withdrawn  from  thar 
part  of  the  field,  I  ordered  the  firing  to  cease 
weA  ^T<y$<tfwA\ft  I  received  order* 
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road  and  support  Williams'  battalion  of 


'  remained  in  support  of  this  artillery 
Lfiif-past  two  o'clock  p.  m.,  I  was  ordered 
General  Buckner  to  move  back  on  the  Chat- 
,  road,  with  two  uf  my  regiments  and  one 
>-£  artillery,  and  select  a  favorable  position 
it  tho  enemy's  cavalry,  which,  it  was  un- 
►<l,had  passed  to  our  rear,  and  was  moving 
Lt  road.  Whilst  engaged  in  the  discharge 
«luty,  with  the  First  Florida  (dismounted) 
_  and  Seventh  regiment  Florida  volunteers 
M*>x^^l  Bullock)  and  one  piece  of  artillery,  an 
'from  General  Buckner  directed  me  to 
— r~»w  one  regiment  and  rejoin  the  division. 
r**l».«3rew  the  Seventh  Floriua,  but  had  hardly 
J^x-fc  motion  when  I  received  from  General 
^■•^Om  a  pressing  order  to  move  rapidly  to  tho 
£5^^^  of  the  other  brigades  of  his  division 
SS*^i«i'B  and  Kelly's). 

-TVr*-^^  cavalry  whose  movements  I  had  been 
oppposc  having  proved  to  be  our  own, 
the  responsibility  ot  ordering  tho  other 
*.^ut  and  the  piece  of  artillery  to  follow, 
9  ^Dmmunicated  the  facts  to  General  Buckner 

fcx^J^aased  along.   The  Sixth  Florida  and  Fif  ty- 
Virginia  regiments  had  been  already  put 
?J^^*^*>tion  by  Colonel  Findley,  senior  Colonel. 
■^tl5!  "battle  was  raging  furiously  when  I  arrived 
the  Seventh  Florida  regiment,  which  I 
^x??^*^  on  the  left  of  the  Fifty-fourth  Virginia, 


^V^^ch,  with  the  Sixtli  Florida  regiment,  was 
^55jfcfcdy  formed  on  the  left  of  Kelly's  brigade. 
Vff*16  First  Florida  (dismounted)  regiment,  on 
Zj^e  wav  *°  i°*n  ^c  brigade,  was  detached  by 
^Jjrier  of  General  Preston  and  sent  to  the  sup- 
port of  General  Grade's  brigade].  Without 
traveling  or  faltering,  these  two  brigades — 
inarching  over  some  of  our  own  troops,  who 
Vere  lying  down — drove  the  enemy  steadily 
Wore  them,  until  his  right  was  forced  from  it's 
Strong  position,  on  rough,  broken  ground,  heavily 
timbered.  Driven  from  this  position,  he  fell 
back  upon  a  second  line  of  ridges,  running  per- 
%  pendicular  to  the  Chattanooga  road,  which  was 
already  held  by  a  strong  force  and  protected  by 
breastworks.  When  near  tho  base  of  this  ridge, 
I  learned  frAm  Colonel  Kelly  the  precise  locality 
of  the  enemy,  and  immediately  determined,  with 
him,  to  attempt  the  capture  of  that  part  of  his 
force  in  my  front,  my  position  being  particularly 
favorable  for  tho  attainment  of  tins  end.  I  im- 
mediately wheeled  my  brigade  to  the  right, 
which  brought  me  in  rear  of  the  enemy,  and 
moved  rapidly  up  the  hill  to  within  twenty 
paces  of  his  lines.  This  movement  surprised 
him  and  resulted  in  the  capture  of  the  Twcnty- 
aecbnd  Michigan,  the  Eighty-ninth  Ohio,  and 
part  of  the  'Twenty-first  Ohio  regiments,  five 
stands  of  colors,  and  over  one  thousand  five 
hundred  small  arms,  of  the  latest  and  most  ap- 
proved pattern. 

Darkness  having  fallen,  and  the  enemy  having 
withdrawn  from  his  position  on  my  left,  no 
further  movement  was  attempted. 

Before  beginning  the  movement  last  alluded  : 


to,  I  requested  two  brigades,  which  were  in  my 
rear,  to  form  on  my  left  and  co-operate  with  me. 
They  declined,  for  the  want  of  ammunition.  It  is 
greatly  to  be  regretted  that  they  were  not  in  a 
condition  to  give  me  assistance.  Had  they 
formed  on  my  left,  our  line  would  have  extended 
nearly,  if  not  quite,  to  the  Chattanooga  road, 
and  being  in  rear  of  tho  enemy,  all  his  forces 
occupying  the  ridge  would  have  been  completely 
cut  off. 

Where  every  officer  and  man  did  his  whole 
duty,  special  mention  cannot  be  made. 

The  fortune  of  war  threw  tho  Sixth  Florida 
regiment  into  the  post  of  danger,  and  upon  them 
fell  the  heaviest  loss,  and  proved  them  "  vet- 
erans in  their  first  fight"  Their  commanding 
officer  is  proud  to  render  to  thorn  this  just 
tribute  of  praise,  and  he  is  also  proud  to  express 
his  conviction  that  each  other  regiment  of  his 
brigade  is  worthy  of,  and,  had  circumstances 
allowed,  would  have  won  equal  commendation. 
It  is  simple  justice  to  my  command  to  say  that 
it  beat  the  enemy  everywhere  it  found  him,  and 
carried  every  position  which  it  assaulted. 

I  take  pleasure  in  mentioning  the  following 
named  soldiers,  who  have  distinguished  them- 
selves by  tho  capture,  each,  of  a  stand  of  the 
enemy's  colors : 

Sergeant  L.  E.  Timmons,  Company  I,  Seventh 
regiment  Florida  volunteers,  captured  tho  regi- 
mental flag  of  the  Twenty-first  Ohio  regiment 

Private  Oscar  F.  Honakcr,  Company  F,  Fifty-, 
fourth  Virginia  regiment,  captured  the  regi- 
mental flag  of  tho  Twenty-second  Michigan 
regiment. 

Private  W.  F.  Harris,  Company  F,  Fifty-fourth 
Virginia  regiment,  captured  the  State  flag  of  the 
Twenty-second  Michigan  regiment. 

Private  Henderson  Ilylton/Company  A,  Fifty- 
fourth  Virginia  regiment,  captured  the  regi- 
mental flag  of  the  Eighty-ninth  Ohio  regiment 

Private  Franklin  Carter,  Company  K,  Fifty- 
fourth  Virginia  regiment,  captured  tho  State  flag 
of  the  Twenty-first  Ohio  regiment. 

In  this  connection,  I  deem  it  proper  to  state 
that  private  J.  H.  M.  Moseley,  Captain  Hays' 
company,  Sixth  regiment  Florida  volunteers, 
captured  a  stand  of  colors,  and,  while  guarding 
prisoners  to  the  rear,  he  passed  a  small  party  of 
men,  who  claimed  them.  Being  unable  to  dis- 
tinguish these  men  in  the  dark,  and  supposing 
them  to  be  a  squad  detailed  by  me  to  receive 
the  captured  colors,  he  gave  them  up.  These 
colors  have  not  been  heard  of  since.  I  have  no 
doubt  of  the  truth  of  private  Moseley's  state- 
ment It  is  corroborated  by  other  evidence. 
These  colors  were  doubtless  turned  over  to  men 
of  another  command,  and  sent  in  to  headquarters 
as  captured  Ivy  them. 

Appended  is  a  statement  of  the  killed,  wound- 
ed and  missing  of  my  brigade. 

I  am,  Captain,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Robert  C.  Trigg, 
Colonel,  commanding  Brigade,  Preston's  Division, 

Corps. 


ber,  orders*wero*received  to  be  in  readiness  for 
an  early  movement,  and,  at  three  p.  m.,  Liddell's 
division  left  Lafayette  and  moved  toward  the 
enemy  in  the  direction  of  Chattanooga. 

At  nine  o'clock,  on  the  morning  of  the  eight- 
eenth, the  command  reached  a  point  on  Chicka- 
mauga  Creek,  near  Alexanders  Bridge;  but 
finding  it  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  line  of 
battle  was  formed,  and  an  advance  made,  in 
order  to  dislodge  them.  The  enemy  had  but 
one  battery,  which  was  posted  near  a  house  on 
the  opposite  bank  of  the  creek,  and  which  fired 
upon  our  skirmishers,  a  few  shots  passing  over 
the  line.  Fowler's  battery  was  moved  to  the 
front,  and  placed  in  position  near  the  road,  and 
on  the  edge  of  a  cultivated  field,  from  which 
place  a  section  of  his  guns  were  ordered  some 
tliree  hundred  yards  further  to  the  front  by 
General  Liddell,  but  do  not  think  he  fired  from 
the  place  designated.  The  battery  under  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant  Shannon  was  ordered  to  the 
right  of  Walthall's  brigade,  to  a  position  com- 
manding the  one  occupied  by  the  Federal 
battery.  After  firing  a  few  rounds  the  enemy 
disappeared,  as  our  fire  was  not  returned,  nor 
were  they  again  «ecn  at  this  place.  The  fire  of 
our  battery  was  ordered  to  cease,  and  the  com- 
mand moved  forward,  crossing  the  Chickaniauga 
at  Byron's  Ford,  and  camping  for  the  night  one 
mile*  from  that  stream. 

On  the  morning  of  the  nineteenth,  the  com- 
mand moved  at  an  early  hour  and  formed  line  of 
battle  a  mile  distant  from  our  camp  of  the  pre- 
vious night,  and  advanced  to  the  support  of 
Ector's  brigade,  which  was  then  engaging  tho 
cuemy.  The  Washington  light  artillery  followed 
Liddell's  brigade,  and  a  portion  of  Fowler's  bat- 
tery  followiug  Walthall's,  though  neither  battery 

— —.\A       \~ — —  :.  


rest's  command.  Before  the  difwoB 
moved  to  the  front  and  left,  to  neon 
for  Fowler's  battery,  and,  whOe  pm 
F.  permitted  one  of  his  Iieutenuh 
witn  the  brigade  to  which  he  iiatii 
the  section  under  his  conunand,  vtii 
in  the  loss  of  one  Napoleon  grm  in 
horses,  though  the  gun  was  subs* 
taken.  Tho  Washington  light  arnHer 
at  dusk  to  a  position  in  the  rear  and 
of  Cleburne's  division,  where  for  at 
hour  we  shelled  the  enemy's  rear, 
and  three  limbers  were  taken  from 
the  return  of  the  batterv  to  out 
James  rifle  gun  and  limber  was  b 
company  by  hand  and  turned  ove 
ant  Shannon,  by  members  of  the  b 
division  remained  in  this  positioi 
lowing  morning,  when  it  was  move 
flank  about  one  mile,  and  afterwai 
to  the  right,  to  a  position  in  the 
the  right  of  General  Breckinrid 
then  engaging  the  enemy.  The 
mained  here  till  ten  a.  m.,  when  i 
forward  to  the  support  of  General 
On  reaching  the  rear  of  General  I 
command,  it  was  found  to  be 
though  repeatedly  rallied  and  ren 
test.  The  artillery  was  ordered  ii 
rear  of  the  line,  on  the  left  of 
fronting  the  west,  which  positio: 
dered  to  defend  ;  but  did  not  fim 
to  fire.  Fowler's  battery  was  he 
ward  and  an  effort  made  to  gain 
the  right  of  our  line,  which  coulu 
in  consequence  of  the  infantry  « 
iug  way.  We  remained  here  "till 
r.  m.,  when  we  moved  against  t] 

__i_:n  r„ii  : —        j.t_  j 
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\  given  to  the  artillery  not  to  retire  till 
t  moment,  nor  until  the  infantry  had  fallen 
The  artillery  reached  the  base  of  the 
rtien,  being  flanked  by  the  Federals  and  a 
shot  down  in  a  gun  of  both  Fowler  s  bat- 
Ckzid  the  Washington  light  artillery  coin- 
Sj-^y*  lieutenant  Shannon  called  upon  Captain 
I~f°    cr»  of  the  Thirteenth  Arkansas,  who  ral- 
«fc  lew  men  and  secured  both  pieces,  which 
*^F**  soon  afterwards  taken  to  the  rear. 

the  morning  of  the  twenty-first,  a  gun  was 
JT^^x-ed  by  General  Liddell  to  the  position  occu- 
SSf^/ky  us  on  the  previous  evening,  and  soon 
jS°  1  Wards  both  Fowler's  battery  and  the 
J^**l*ington  light  artillery  were  ordered  to  the 
place.  It  soon  being  discovered  we  had 
emy  in  our  front,  the  command  moved  on 
f^^I^Qfayette  and  Chattanooga  road  in  the  di- 
^^Oti  of  the  latter  place.  A  report  of  the 
^galties  in  the  artillery  of  the  division  has 
forwarded. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Ciuri.es  Swett, 
b  and  Acting  Chief  <»f  Ariilloiy,  Llddoll's  Division. 


Doc.  42. 


THE  BATTLE  OF  STONE  RIVER.  • 

MAJOR-GENERAL  McCOOK'8  ilEPORT. 

Headquarters  Right  Wr\a  FouRTKicmi  Anrr  Corps,  "| 
Iar  Camp  Two  am>  a  iulp  Miles  So  cm  of  > 
McnruEKsirjuo,  Tbnmkkk,  January  8,  1863. ) 

Mqjor  C.  Goddard,  Chief  of  Staff: 

Major  :  In  compliance  with  telegraphic  orders 
from  the  General  commanding,  received  at  my 
camp  on  Mill  Creek,  live  miles  south  of  Nash- 
ville, at  half-past  four  o'clock  a.  m.,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  twenty-sixth  of  December,  1862,  I 
put  the  right  wing  of  the  Fourteenth  army  coq>s 
in  motion  toward  Nolensville,  Tennessee. 

The  First  division,  Brigadier-General  Jeff.  C. 
Davis  commanding,  marched  at  six  a.  m.,  upon 
the  Edmonson  pike,  with  orders  to  move  upon 
that  road  to  Prim's  blacksmiths  shop,  whence 
it  was  to  march  direct,  by  a  country  road,  to 
Nolensville. 

The  Third  division,  Brigadier-General  Philip 
H.  Sheridan  commanding,  also  marched  at  six 
a.  v.,  and  upon  the  direct  road  to  Nolensville. 

The  8ecoud  division,  Brigadier-General  R.  W. 
Johnson  commanding  (the  reserve  of  the  right 
wing),  followed  the  Third  division  upon  the 
direct  road. 

The  advance  guard  of  Generals  Davis*  and 
Sheridan's  columns,  encountered  the  enemy's  cav- 
alry about  two  miles  beyond  our  picket  line. 
There  was  continuous  skirmishing  with  the 
enemy  until  the  heads  of  these  columns  reached 
Nolensville. 

About  a  mile  beyond  the  town,  the  enemy 
made  a  determined  stand  in  a  defile  and  upou  a 
range  of  hills  that  cross  the  turnpike  at  this 
point,  lining  the  slopes  with  skirmishers  and 
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placing  a  six-gun  battery  on  a  commanding  posi- 
tion, endeavoring  to  repel  our  advance. 

They  were  attacked  in  front  and  their  posi- 
tion handsomely  turned,  by  General  (Colonel) 
Carlin's  brigade  of  Davis'  division,  capturing 
one  piece  of  their  artillery  and  several  pris- 
oners. After  takiug  possession  of  the  defile 
and  hills,  the  command  was  encamped. 

On  the  night  of  tliis  day,  I  was  visited  by 
the  General  commanding,  who  gave  me  verbal 
orders  to  move  forward  in  the  morning  to 
Triune,  seven  miles  distant,  and  attack  Hardee's 
corps,  supposed  to  be  quartered  at  that  place. 
At  this  place  I  w;is  joined  bv  Brigadier-General 
D.  S.  Stanley,  Chief  of  Cavalry,  with  the  First 
and  Second  Tennessee  regiments  and  Fifteenth 
Pennsylvania  cavalry. 

Preparations  were  made  to  move  forward  at 
daylight,  the  cavalry  under  General  Stanley  in 
advance,  followed  by  the  Second  division  under 
General  Johnson. 

It  having  rained  all  the  day  previous  and  the 
entire  night,  there  was  a  deep  fog,  which  pre- 
vented our  seeing  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards 
in  any  direction.  » 

The  columns  having  moved  about  two  miles 
to  the  front,  they  again  encountered  the  enemy, 
consisting  of  cavalry,  infantry,  and  artillery. 
The  fog  at  this  time  being  so  thick  that  friend 
could  not  be  distinguished  from  foe,  and  our 
cavalry  being  fired  upon  by  our  infantry  skir- 
mishers on  the  flanks — the  enerry  being  con- 
versant with  the  ground,  my  troops  strangers  to 
it,  and,  from  prisoners  captured,  having  learned 
that  Hardee's  coqm  had  been  in  line  of  battle 
since  night  before.  I  did  not  deem  it  prudent  to 
advance  until  the  fog  lifted.  I  ordered  the  com- 
mand to  halt  until  the  work  could  be  done 
understaudingiy.  The  fog  having  lifted  at  one 
O'clock  p.  m.,  an  advance  was  immediately 
ordered,  driving  the  enemy's  cavalry  before  us. 

On  Hearing  Triune,  we  "found  that  the  main 
portion  of  the  forces  had  retired,  leaving  a  bat- 
tery of  six  pieces,  supported  by  cavalry,  to 
contest  the  crossing  ox  Wilson's  Creek,  which 
has  steep  and  bluff  banks. 

The  enemy  having  destroyed  the  bridge,  it 
was  with  difficulty  that  it  could  be  crossed.  On 
the  approach  of  our  skirmishers,  the  battery, 
with  the  cavalry,  took  flight  down  the  Eagles- 
vine  road.  It  now  being  nearly  dark,  and  a 
severe  aud  driving  rain-storm  blowing,  they 
were  pursued  no  further. 

Johnson's  division  crossed,  and  camped  be- 
yond Wilson's  Creek,  repairing  the  destroyed 
bridge. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-eighth,  I  or- 
dered out  a  strong  reconnoissanco,  imder  com- 
mand of  Brigadier-General  Willich,  to  learn 
whether  the  enemy  had  retired  to  Shelbyville 
or  Murfreesboro.  Pursuing  seven  miles  down 
the  Shelbyville  road,  it  was  found  that  the 
enemy  had  turned  to  the  left,  having  taken  a 
dirt  road  which  led  to  the  Salem  pike,  thence  to 
Murfreesboro. 

Leaving  t\ie  Sexow<V  taVgpita  <& 
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division  at  Triune,  I  marched  on  the  twenty-ninth, 
with  my  command,  on  the  Balle  Jack  road, 
toward  Murfreesboro,  the  road  being  very  bad, 
and  the  command  did  not  reach  Wilkinson's 
Cross-roads  (five  miles  from  Murfreesboro)  until 
late  iu  the  evening. 

My  command  was  encamped  in  line  of  battle, 
Sheridan's  on  the  left  oi  Wilkinson's  pike, 
Davis'  division  on  the  right  of  the  same  road, 
Woodruff's  brigade  guardiug  the  bridge  over 
Overall's  Creek,  and  tne  two  brigades  of  John- 
son's division  watching  the  right 

On  that  evening,  believing  that  the  enemy 
intended  giving  our  army  battle  at  or  near  Mur- 
freesboro, I  ordered  the  brigade  left  at  Triune 
to  join  the  command  without  delay,  which  it 
did  on  the  thirtieth. 

At  one  o'clock  a.  m.,  on  the  thirtieth,  I  received 
an  order  from  General  Rosecrans  to  report  in 
person  at  his  headquarters,  on  the  Murfreesboro 
pike,  and  arrived  there  at  three  and  a  half 
o'clock  a.  if.,  received  my  instructions,  which 
were  that  the  left  ot  my  line  should  rest  on  the 
right  of  General  Negley's  division,  and  my  right 
was  to  be  thrown  forward  until  it  became  paral- 
lel, or  nearly  so,  with  Stone  River,  the  extreme 
right  to  rest  on  or  near  the  Franklin  road. 

My  entire  command  advanced  at  nine  and  a 
half  o'clock,  and  Sheridan's  division  moving 
down  the  Wilkinson  turnpike,  until  its  advance 
encountered  the  enemy's  pickets. 

The  line  of  battle  was  then  formed,  the  left  of 
Sheridan's  division  resting  upon  the  Wilkinson 
pike,  immediately  upon  General  Negley's  right 
The  remainder  of  Sheridan's  division  was  de- 
ployed to  the  right,  the  line  running  in  a  south- 
easterly direction.  Davis'  division,  which  had 
already  been  deployed,  moved  up,  his  left  rest- 
ing upon  Sheridan's  right,  Johnson's  division 
being  held  in  reserve.  Our  front  was  covered 
with  a  strong  line  of  skirmishers,  who  soon  be- 
came sharply  engaged  with  the  enemy's  sharp- 
shooters and  skirmishers. 

The  line  moved  forward,  but  slowly,  as  the 
enemy  contested  stubbornly  every  inch  of  ground 
gained  by  us.  The  ground  was  very  favorable 
to  them.  They  were  under  cover  of  heavy 
woods  and  cedar  thickets.  At  twelve  o'clock  m. 
on  the  thirtieth,  the  house  of  a  Mr.  Harding 
came  within  our  lines.  From  that  point  I  ascer- 
tained where  the  enemy's  line  of  oattle  was — 
our  skirmishers  being  then  about  five  hundred 
yards  distant  from  it 

The  right,  under  General  Davis,  moved  hand- 
somely, but  slowly,  into  position,  as  the  ground 
over  which  he  had  to  march  was  hotly  contested 
by  the  enemy's  skirmishers. 

At  one  o'clock  p.  m.,  word  was  sent  to  General 
D.  S.  Stanley,  Chief  of  Cavalry,  that  Colonel 
Zahu,  commanding  three  regiments  of  cavalry 
on  mv  right  flank,  was  hard  pressed  by  a  supe- 
rior force.  ,  I  ordered  one  brigade  of  my  reserve 
division  to  report  to  General  Stanley,  who  con- 
ducted it  to  the  Franklin  road.  On  his  approach, 
the  enemy  pressing,  Colonel  Zahu  retired,  rav&1i\fc 


At  two  o'clock  p.  jc.(  a  citizen,  rendis;  ait 
Franklin  road,  and  about  half  t  ozle  afcatf 
the  enemy's  line  of  battle,  was  put  vafafal 
by  General  Stanley.   He  reported  *  fofcn: 

"  I  was  up  to  the  enemy's  line  of  faa&Ma 
yesterday,  and  once  this  morning,  to  pt  aw 
stock  taken  from  me.  The  enmft  imm 
posted  in  the  following  maimer:  fen*  a* 
Cheatham's  division  rests  on  the  WHkomjit 
Withers  is  on  Cheatham's  left,  with  hit  left  a# 
ing  on  the  Franklin  road.  Hanfee'iaipi 
entirely  beyond  that  road,  hit  right  rate  a 
that  road,  and  his  left  extending  town  ■ 
Salem  pike." 

This  man  was  immediately  sent  to  the  Gad 
commanding,  and  subsequently  retailed  to  ■ 
with  the  report  that  his  infoniatwn  bai  a* 
received. 

I  also  sent  a  report  to  the  Genenl  coaaai 
ing,  by  my  Aid-de-Camp,  Horace  X.RaYs;ftf 
the  right  of  my  line  rested  dUrectiyinjnatd 
the  enemy's  centre.  This  mademeonwk 
my  right  All  my  division  conmwkaiti 
immediately  informed  of  tins  feet,  and  twa> 
gades  of  the  reserve  division,  <otdb»w* 
spectivcly  by  Generals  WillichondBA,*' 
the  best  and  most  experienced  Bn^adjaiafc 
army,  were  ordered  to  the  right  of  8*"^ 
protect  the  right  flank,  and  guard  ~ 
prise  there. 

At  six  o'clock  p.  n.,  I  received  an 
the  General  conunanding  to  have  tap**** 
tended  camp-fires  built  on  my  right,  tow 
the  enemy,  making  them  believe  we 
ing  troops  there.   This  order  was  conns** 
to  General  Stanley,  commanding  ciTjbj.a* 
carried  into  execution  by  Major  R.  H.Sai* 
Twenty-fifth  Illinois,  Engineer  Officer 
staff. 

On  the  morning  of  the  thirtieth,  the  ads  i 
battle  was  nearly  parallel  with  that  of  thews*, 
my  right  slightly  refused,  and  line  of  battle  t 
two  linos. 

Two  brigades  of  the  reserve  reinforced  fi* 
right  of  the  line,  and  the  Third  brigade  ef 
reserve  was  posted  in  column  about  eighths* 
dred  yards  in  rear  of  the  right.  On  the  e?oiag 
of  the  thirtieth,  Sheridan's  left  rested  as  £ 
Wilkinson  road,  and  on  the  right  of  Nceirvi 
division,  and  the  line  then  ran  in  a  aontheaiMfr 
direction,  through  a  cedar  thicket,  until  Geaenl 
Davis'  right  rested  near  the  Franklin  road  Kni  * 
brigade  was  on  Davis'  right.    Wiflichs  brigas? 
flanked  on  a  line  nearly  perpendicular  to  aV 
main  line,  forming  a  crochet  to  the  rear,  to  trod 
the  possibilities  of  my  right  being  toned  Vr 
anything  like  an  equal  force.    My  hne  wv  » 
strong  one,  open  ground  in  front  for  a  abort  dis- 
tance.  My  instructions  for  the  following  d&j 
were  received  at  about  six  and  a  half  o'clock  r 
m.  on  the  thirtieth,  which  were  as  fbQowi: 

"  Take  strong  position ;  if  the  enemy  attack 
you,  fall  back  slowly,  refusing  your  right  ob- 
testing the  ground  inch  by  inch.  If  the  eat*? 
do  not  attack  yon,  you  will  attack  men,  p>t 
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.to  be  designated  by  the  General  comniand- 

was  also  informed  that  Crittenden's  corps 
fonld  move,  simultaneously  with  my  attack, 
i to  Afurfreeaboro'. 

VVx"i  ttcu  instructions  were  sent  by  mo  to  each 
vinion  commander,  on  the  night  of  the  thir- 
►fch,  ojKxplaining  to  each  what  would  be  required 

them,  on  the  thirty-first 
A,t  sfcL>out  six  and  half  o'clock  on  the  thirty- 
it,  £k  determined,  heavy  attack  was  made  on 
rk  *»  cuui  Willich's  brigades,  on  the  extreme 
ht-  "They  were  attacked  by  such  an  over- 
^elrxiXxikg  force,  that  they  were  compelled  to  fall 
?k. 

federal  Kirk  being  seriously  wounded  at  the 
*   O-K-o  upon  his  main  line.  General  Willich 
^n's  norse  killed  early  in  the  action,  and 
*^Q3.«  fcg  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  the  two 
£**<1      »  were  deprived  of  their  immediate  com- 
,n*?^*~s,  and  gave  way  in  confusion.  Colonel 
^   t>rigadc,  on  the  right  of  Davis'  division, 
»   1:*  *    fact,  my  entire  fine  to  Sheridan's  left, 
^Xxaiost  simultaneously,  attacked  by  a  heavy 
"? ^V^V*"^*  the  enemy.   The  attack  ii i  fron  t  of  Dav  is 
^  k- cjridan  was  repulsed  several  times ;  and 
t~         t;  the  heavy  attacking  columns  of  the  ene- 
y£  my  right  succeeded  so  well,  my  line  could 


TKTvft^?-**  his  barricades,  which  extended  from  the 
r  ^***uson  pike,  with  but  a  short  interval,  three- 
rOj^fcliB  of  a  mile  beyond  tho  Franklin  road, 
^^teral  Sheridan's  division  was  ably  manoeuvred 
aim,  under  my  own  oye. 
A  b  soon  as  it  became  evident  that  my  lines 
^ould  be  compelled  to  give  way,  orders  were 
EjWen  to  rc-forra  my  line  in  the  first  skirt  of 
timber,  in  the  rear  of  my  first  position.  The 
enemy  advancing  so  rapidly  on  my  right,  I 
found  this  impossible,  and  changed  the  point  of 
re-forming  my  line  to  the  high  ground  in  rear  of 
the  Wilkinson  pike. 

Moving  to  the  left  of  ray  line,  and  in  rear 
of  Sheridau's  division,  I  here  met  General  Rous- 
seau, in  a  cedar-wood,  posting  his  division  to 
repel  the  attack.  I  then  ordered  my  line  to  fall 
still  further  back,  and  fonn  on  the  right  of 
Rousseau.  I  gave  General  Johnson  orders,  in 
person,  to  form  his  division  in  rear  of  Rous- 
seau; Rousseau's  division  having  been  with- 
drawn to  the  open  ground  in  rear  of  tho  cedar- 
woods,  the  last  position  became  untenable,  and 
mv  troops  were  retired  to  the  Nashville  pike, 
-where  my  win^r  except.  Shaeflfer's  brigade  of 
Sheridan's  division,  was  reassembled  and  replen- 
ished with  ammunition.  On  arriving  at  the  pike, 
I  found  Colonel  Harkcr's  brigade,  of  Wood's 
division,  retiring  befor.e  a  heavy  force  of  the 
enemy.  I  immediately  ordered  Roberts'  bri- 
gade, of  Sheridan's  division,  to  advance  into  a 
cedar-wood,  and  charge  the  enemy  and  drive 
him  back.  Although  this  brigade  was  reduced 
in  numbers,  and  having  but  two  rounds  of  car- 
tridges, it  advanced  to  the  charge,  under  the 
gallant  Colonel  Bradley,  driving  the  enemv  back 
with  the  bayonet,  capturing  two  guuB  audi  forty 
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prisoners,  and  securing  our  communication  on 
the  Murfreesboro  pike  at  this  point  This  bri- 
gade is  composed  of  tho  Twenty-second,  Forty- 
second,  Twenty-seventh,  and  Fifty-first  Illinois. 
The  Twenty-seventh  particularly  distinguished 
itself. 

About  eleven  o'clock  a.  m.,  Colonel  Moses  B. 
Walker's  brigade  arrived  upon  the  field,  and 
reported  to  me  for  duty.  They  were  assigned 
to  General  Sheridan's  command,  to  whoso  report 
I  refer  for  the  good  conduct  of  this  brigade. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  thirty-first,  the  right 
wing  assumed  a  strong  position ;  its  left,  com- 
posed of  Walker's  brigade,  resting  near  a 
commanding  kuoll,  tho  line  running  nearly 
north-west  along  the  Blope  of  a  ridge,  covered 
with  cedar  growth,  the  right  resting  on  the 
Murfreesboro  pike.  On  the  slope  strong  barri- 
cades were  erected,  which  could  have  been  well 
defended  by  single  lines.  The  second  line, 
Gibson's  brigade  (late  Willich's),  was  used  as  a 
reserve.  The  right  wing,  excepting  Davis' 
division  and  Gibson's  brigade,  did  not  partici- 
pate in  any  general  engagements  after  the 
thirty-first,  There  was  constant  skirmishing  in 
my  front  till  the  night  of  the  third. 

On  the  fourth,  the  enemy  left  his  position  in 
front  of  the  right,  and  evacuated  Murfreesboro 
the  night  of  the  same  day.  On  the  sixth,  the 
right  wing  marched  to  itb  present  camp,  two 
miles  and  a  half  south  of  Murfreesboro,  on  the 
Shelbyvillo  pike. 

The  reports  of  Generals  Johnson,  Davis,  and 
Sheridan,  division  commanders,  arc  herewith 
inclosed.  Accompanying  General  Johnson's 
report,  you  will  find  the  reports  of  the  brigade, 
regimental,  and  battery  commanders,  carefully 
prepared. 

I  have  been  thus  particular  on  account  of  the 
commanding  General's  dispatch  to  the  General- 
in-Chief,  and  also  from  erroneous  reports  sent  to 
the  public  by  newspaper  correspondents.  The 
attention  of  the  General  commanding  is  particu- 
larly called  to  the  reports  of  Colonels  Gibson  and 
Dodge ;  also,  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jones'  report, 
who  commanded  the  pickets  in  front  of  Willich's 
brigade. 

Captain  Edgarton,  commanding  battery  of 
Kirk's  brigade,  certainly  was  guilt)'  of  a  great 
error  in  taking  even  a  part  of  his  horses  to 
water  at  such  an  hour.  lie  is  in  the  hands  of 
the  enemy,  and  therefore  no  report  can  be  had 
from  him*  at  present. 

In  a  strict  compliance  with  my  orders,  and  the 
knowlodge  I  possessed  of  the  position  of  the 
enemy,  which  was  communicated  to  ray  supe- 
rior and  the  Generals  under  my  command,  I 
could  not  have  made  a  better  disposition  of  my 
troops. 

On  subsequent  examination  of  the  field,.  I 
found  the  statements  of  the  citizens  referred  to 
in  my  report  correct,  as  the  barricades  extended 
fully  three-fourths  of  a  mile  beyond  the  Franklin 
road.  I  am  well  satisfied  that  Hardee's  corps, 
supported  Ma&vavu*  &nwa\  ^ata 
Smith's  corpaV  &tta:Yue\  YJviY* 


482 


REBELLION  RECORD,  1862-65. 

 i  


brigade  about  the  same  time  Withers'  division 
attacked  Davis,  and  Cheatham's  division  attacked 
3heridan.  Cheatham's  and  Withers'  divisions 
compose  Polk's  corps. 

I  was  in  the  rear  of  the  centre  of  my  line 
when  this  attack  commenced ;  therefore  I  did 
not  sec  all  of  the  columns  that  attacked  and 
turned  my  right ;  but  it  may  be  safely  estimated 
that  the  rebel  force  outnumbered  ours  three  to 
one. 

After  leaving  my  line  of  battle,  the  ground  in 
the  rear  was,  first,  open  fields ;  second,  woods 
— then  a  dense  cedar-thicket;  and  over  such 
ground  it  was  almost  impossible  for  troops  to 
retire  in  good  order,  particularly  when  assailed 
by  superior  numbers. 

My  ammunition  train,  under  charge  of  my 
efficient  ordnance  officer,  Captain  Gates  P.  Thurs- 
ton, First  Ohio,  was  at  an  early  hour  ordered  to 
take  a  position  in  the  rear  of  the  centre  of  my 
line.  It  wm  then  attacked  by  the  cavalry, 
which  was  handsomely  repulsed  by  a  detach- 
ment of  cavalry  under  the  direction"  of  Captain 
H.  Pease,  of  General  Davis'  staff,  and  Captain  G. 
P.  Thurston,  ordnance  officer. 

The  train  was  conducted  safely  to  the  Nash- 
ville pike  by  Captain  Thurston,  cutting  a  road 
through  the"  cedar-wood  for  the  passage  of  the 
train. 

To  Brigadiers  R.  Yf .  Johnson,  Philip  II.  Sher- 
idan, and  Jeff.  C.  Davis,  I  return  my  thanks,  for 
their  gallant  conduct  upon  the  day  of  the  battle, 
and  for  their  prompt  support  and  conscientious 
attention  to  duty  during  their  servico  in  the 
right  wing.  I  commend  them  to  my  superiors 
and  my  country. 

To  Brigadier-General  D.  8.  Stanley  my  thanks 
are  particularly  due.  IIo  commanded  my  ad- 
vance from  Noiensville,  and  directed  the  cavalry 
on  my  right  flank.  A  report  of  the  valuable 
services  of  our  cavalry  will  be  furnished  by 
General  Stanley.  I  commend  him  to  my  supe- 
riors and  my  country. 

For  the  particular  instances  of  good  conduct 
of  individuals,  I  refer  you  to  the  reports  of 
division  commanders. 

I  cannot  refrain  from  again  calling  the  atten- 
tion of  ray  superiors  to  the  conspicuous  gallantry 
and  untiring  zeal  of  Colonel  W.  II.  Gioson,  of 
the  Forty-ninth  Ohio  volunteers.  lie  succeeded 
to  the  command  of  Willich's  brigade,  and  was 
ever  prompt  to  dash  upon  the  enemy  with  his 
gallant  brigade  when  opportunity  permitted.  I 
have  repeatedly  recommended  him  for  promo- 
tion. He  hag  again  won  additional  claims  to  his 
reward. 

Colonel  Harker,  commanding  a  brigade  of 
Wood's  division,  performed  gallant  service  un- 
der my  supervision,  as  also  did  Colonel  Fyffe,  of 
the  Fifty-ninth  Ohio.  They  are  commended  to 
my  superiors. 

To  my  staff— Lieutenant-Colonel  E.  Bassett 
Langdon.  Inspector-General;  Major  R.  H.  No- 
dine,  Engineer  Officer  May*  o.  K, 
Assistant  Adjutant-Geneto!  \  Ctapfam  Qatea  Y 


liams,  Aid-de-Camp  ;  Captain  J.  F.  Boyd,  Aauv 
ant  Quartermaster ;  Captain  O.  F.  Blake,  Ptjt* 
Marshal ;  Major  Caleb  Bate*,  Volunteer  itlde- 
Camp;  Captain  Horace  N.  Fisher.  Votaue 
Aid-de-Camp  and  Topographical  Engineer— ct 
thanks  are  due  for  tneir  conspicuous  giflctrr 
and  intelligence  on  the  field. 

My  escort,  under  command  of  Lieutem! 
Iluckston,  Second  Kentucky  Cavalry,  and  ct 
orderlies  behaved  gallantly.  When  my  hwv 
was  shot,  Orderly  Cook,  of  the  Second  'Indian 
cavalry,  replaced 'him  with  his  own. 

The  officers  of  the  Signal  corps  were  em 
ready  to  perform  any  service  in  their  lino,  or  v 
Aids. 

The  report  of  Surgeon  C.  McDermot,  the  Mei 
ical  Director  of  the  right  wing,  is  also  submitted. 
Surgeon  McDermot's  gallantry  on  the  fieki  sri 
his  great  care  of  the  wounded,  is  worthy  i' 
great  praise.  My  entire  medical  corps  behind 
nobly,  except  Assistant  Surgeon  W.  8.  Fsktf 
the  Third  Indiana  cavalry,  who  fled  toXttb- 
ville.   He  is  recommended  for  dismissal. 

The  casualties  of  my  wing  are  five  himdrK 
and  forty  killed,  and  two  thousand  two  hnadzti 
and  thirty-four  wounded. 

The  nation  is  again  called  upon  to  moon  tfc- 
loss  of  gallant  spirits  who  fell  upon  the  » 
guinary  field. 

First  of  these,  Brigadier-General  J.  W.  5T 
commanding  First  brigade,  Third  division.  E' 
was  noble,  conscientious  in  the  discharge  ; 
every  duty,  brave  to  a  fault.  He  had  no  acb> 
tion  save  to  serve  his  country.  He  died  a  (In* 
tian  soldier,  and  in  the  act  of  repulsing  the  e> 
emy. 

Such  names  as  Roberts,  Shaeffer,  Harriri 
Stem,  Williams.  Reed,  Houssam,  Drake.  TT 
ter,  and  McKee,  all  field  officers,  and  mauytf:-: 
commissioned  officers,  of  the  rig] it  wing,  wh 
fell  vindicating  their  flag,  will  never  be  fc«njff 
ton  by  a  grateful  country. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

A.  McD.  McCook, 
M*Jor-Gencnil  United  State*  VotartA 

MAJOR-GENERAL  THOMAS'  REPORT. 

Headquarters  Cestui  Fou kieutu  Aiurr  Com.  1 
Depart  west  op  the  Cwieekujtv  V 
Mi-RPKnwoRa,  Januxr 

Major  C.  Goddard,  AdjtOmt-Gtneral  and  CWt* 
cf  8tqf: 

Major  :  i  have  the  honor  to  submit  to 
Major-General  commanding  the  Departamt 
the  Cumberland,  the  following  report  of  the  <n» 
erations  of  that  part  of  my  command  which 
was  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Stone  River,  r 
front  of  Murfreesboro.   It  is  proper  to  tiife 
here,  that  two  brigades  of  Fry's  division,  sr.: 
Reynolds'  entire  division,  were  detained 
Gallatin  and  along  the  Louisville  and  Nashvilk 
railroad,  to  watch  the  movements  of  the  rrlv! 
leader,  Morgan,  who  had  been,  for  a  long  tin?. 
w\.  the  watch  for  an  opportunity  to  destroy  tih 


Thurston,  Ordnance  Officer   Captain  "B.  \>^T\V  \  V ^V^\&^*sw*&v 
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and  Walker  s  brigade^  of  Fry's  division,  were 
concentrated  at  Nashville ;  but  Mitchell's  divis- 
ion being  required  to  garrison  Nashville,  my 
only  available  force  was  Rousseau's  and  Negley  s 
divisions,  and  Walker's  brigade,  of  Fry's  divis- 
ion, about  thirteen  thousand  three  hundred  and 
ninety-five  (13,395)  effective  men. 

December  26. 

Negley's  division,  followed  by  Rousseau's  di- 
vision and  Walker's  brigade,  marched  by  the 
Franklin  pike  to  Brentwood,  at  that  point  taking 
the  Wilson  pike.  Negley  and  Rousseau  were  to 
have  encamped  for  the  night  at  Owen's  store. 
On  reaching  the  latter  place,  Negley,  hearing 
heavy  firing  in  the  direction  of  Nolensville,  left 
his  train  with  a  guard  to  follow,  and  pushed 
forward  with  his  troops  to  the  support  of  Briga- 
dier-General J.  G.  Davis'  command,  the  advance 
division  of  McCook's  corps,  Davis  having  be- 
come hotly  engaged  with  the  enemy  posted  in 
Nolensville  and  in  the  pass  through  the  hills 
south  of  that  village.  Rousseau  encamped,  with 
his  division,  at  Owen's  store,  and  Walker,  with 
his  brigade,  at  Brentwood.  During  the  night  a 
heavy  rain  fell,  making  the  cross-road  almost 
impassable,  and  it  was  not  until  the  night  of  the 
twenty-seventh  that  Rousseau  reached  Nolens- 
ville with  his  troops  and  train.  Negley  re- 
mained at  Nolensville  until  ten  a.  m.  on  the 
twenty-seventh,  when,  having  brought  his  train 
across  from  Wilson's  pike,  he  moved  to  the  east, 
over  an  exceedingly  rough  by-road,  to  the  right 
of  Crittenden,  at  Stewartsboro,  on  the  Murfrees- 
boro  pike.  Walker,  by  mv  orders,  retraced  his 
steps  from  Brentwood  and  crossed  over  to  the 
Nolensville  pike. 

December  28. 

Negley  remained  in  camp  at  Stewartsboro, 
bringing  his  train  from  the  rear.  Rousseau  reach- 
ed Stewartsboro  on  the  night  of  the  twenty- 
eighth.   His  train  arrived  early  next  day. 

December  29. 

Negley's  division  crossed  Stewart's  Creek, 
two  miles  south-west  and  above  the  Turnpike 
Bridge,  and  marched  in  support  of  the  head  and 
right  flank  of  Crittenden's  corps,  which  moved, 
by  the  Murfreesboro  pike,  to  a  point  withiu  two 
miles  of  Murfreesboro.  The  enemy  fell  back 
before  our  advance,  contesting  the  ground  ob- 
stinately with  their  cavalry  rear-guard. 

Rousseau  remained  in  camp  at  Stewartsboro, 
detaching  Starkweather's  brigade,  with  a  sec- 
tion of  artillery,  to  the  Jefferson  pike  crossing 
of  Stone  River^  to  observe  the  movements  of  the 
enemy  in  that  direction.  Walker  reached  Stew- 
artsboro, from  the  Nolensville  pike  about  dark. 

December  80. 

A  cavalry  force  of  the  enemy,  something  over 
four  hundred  strong,  with  two  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, attacked  Starkweather  aljout  nine  a.  m.,  but 
were  soon  driven  off.  The  enemy  opened  a 
brisk  fire  on  Crittenden's  advance,  doing  but 
little  execution,  however,  about  seven  a.  m. 
During  the  morning,  Negley*a  division  was  ob- 


liqued to  the  right,  and  took  up  a  position  on 
the  right  of  Palmer's  division  of  Crittenden's 
corps,  and  was  then  advanced  through  a  dense 
cedar  thicket,  several  hundred  yards  m  width, 
to  the  Wilkinson  Cross-road,  driving  the  enemy's 
skirmishers  steadily,  and  with  considerable  loss. 
Our  loss  comparatively  small.  About  noon, 
Sheridan's  division  of  McCook's  corps,  ap- 
proached by  the  Wilkinson  Cross-road,  joined 
Negky's  right,  McCook's  two  other  divisions 
coming  up  on  Sheridan's  right,  thus  forming  a 
continuous  line,  the  left  resting  on  Stone  River, 
the  right  stretching  in  a  westerly  direction,  and 
resting  on  high  wooded  ground,  a  short  dis- 
tance to  the  south  of  the  Wilkinson  Cross-road, 
and  has  since  been  ascertained,  nearly  parallel 
with  the  enemy's  intrenchments,  thrown  up  on 
the  sloping  land  bordering  on  the  north-west 
bank  of  Stone  River.  Rousseau's  division  (with 
the  exception  of  Starkweather's  brigade)  being 
ordered  up  from  Stewartsboro,  reached  the  posi- 
tion occupied  bv  the  army  about  four  p.  mm  and 
bivouacked  on  the  Murfreesboro  pike,  in  the  rear 
of  the  centre.  During  the  night  of  the  thirtieth, 
I  sent  orders  to  Walker  to  take  up  a  strong 
position  near  the  turnpike  bridge  over  Stewart's 
Creek,  and  defend  the  position  against  any 
attempts  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  to  destroy  it. 
Rousseau  was  ordered  to  move  by  six  a.  m..  on 
the  thirty-first,  to  a  positiDn  in  rear  of  Negley. 
This  position  placed  his  division  with  its  left  on 
the  ^^u^free8bo^o  pike,  and  its  right  extending 
into  the  cedar  thicket,  through  which  Negley 
had  marched  on  the  thirtieth. 

In  front  of  Negley's  position,  bordering  a  large 
open  field,  reaching  to  the  Murfreesboro  pike,  a 
hoavy  growth  of  timber  extended  in  a  southerly 
direction  toward  the  river.  Across  the  field, 
running  in  an  easterly  direction,  the  enemy  had 
thrown  up  rifle-pits  at  intervals  from  the  timber 
to  the  river  bank  to  the  east  side  of  the  turn- 
pike. Along  this  line  of  intrenchments,  on  an 
eminence  about  eight  hundred  yard^from  Neg- 
ley's position,  ana  nearly  in  front  of  his  left, 
some  cannon  had  been  placed,  affording  the  ene- 
my great  advantage  iff  covering  an  attack  on  our 
centre.  However,  Palmer,  Negley,  and  Sheri- 
dan held  the  position  their  troops  had  so  man- 
fully won  the  morning  of  the  thirtieth,  against 
every  attempt  to  drive  them  back,  and  remained 
in  line  of  battle  during  the  night 

December  81. 

Between  six  and  seven  a.  m.,  the  enemy  hav- 
ing massed  a  heavy  force  on  McCook's  right 
during  the  night  of  the  thirtieth,  attacked  and 
drove  it  back,  pushing  his  divisions  in  pursuit 
in  echelon,  and  in  supporting  distance,  until  he 
had  gained  sufficient  ground  in  our  rear  to  wheel 
his  masses  to  the  right,  and  throw  them  upon 
the  riffht  flank  of  the  centre,  at  the  same  moment 
attacking  Negley  and  Palmer  in  front  with  a 
greatly  superior  force.  To  counteract  this  move- 
ment,! had  ordered  Rousseau  to  place  two  brig- 
|  adee*  with  a  battery  ,to  the  ririit  uuirax  <&$ks3cv- 
dan'e  division,  facvu%  \tfw«ta  ^h**>V,*£>  \r> 
I  support  Sheridan,  \fcV<3&.\a* 
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ground,  or  to  cover  him,  should  he  be  compelled 
t«>  fall  back.  About  eleven  o'clock,  General 
Sheridan  reported  to  me  that  his  ammunition 
was  entirely  out,  and  he  would  be  compelled  to 
full  back  to  get  more.  As  it  became  necessary 
fi.r  General  Sheridan  to  fall  back,  the  enemv 
pressed  on  still  further  to  our  rear,  and  soon  took 
up  a  position  which  gave  them  a  concentrated 
cross-fire  of  musketry  and  cannon  on  Negley's  | 
ami  Rousseau's  troops,  at  short  range.  This 
compelled  me  to  fail  back  out  of  the  cedar- 
woods,  and  take  up  a  line  along  a  depression  in   ^  

the  oDcn  ground,  within  good  musket  range  of  j  0I1  picket  in  a  clump  of  woods'about  eight  tat 
the  edge  of  the  woods,  while  the  artillery  was  j  (lrcd  yards  in  front  of  our  lines,  wtf  tfaM 
retired  to  the  high  ground  to  the  right  of  the  !  by  a  brigade  of  the  enemy,  evidently  by 
turnpike.    From  this  last  position,  we  were        '  ' 
enabled  to  drive  back  the  enemy,  and  cover  the 
formation  of  our  troops  and  secure  the  centre 
on  the  high  ground.   In  the  execution  of  this 
last  movement,  the  regular  brigade,  under  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Shcpard,  Eighteenth  United  States 
infantry,  came  under  a  most  murderous  fire. 


some  of  my  troops  in  the  centra,  I  m  da 
I  to  Negley  to  advance  to  the  sapmrtof  &id» 

den's  troops,  should  they  want  help,  T\*ttb 
'  was  obeyed  in  a  most  gallant  tftvlp,  and  redd 
!  in  the  complete  annihilation  of  the  Twenty-nil 
!  Tennessee  (rebel)  regiment,  and  the  carfare  ef 

their  flag.  Also,  in  the  capture  of  i  barter. 
'  which  the  enemy  had  been  forced  to  atafa 
I  at  the  point  of "  the  bayonet.   (See  SegW 

report) 

Soon  after  daylight,  the  Fortj-seooDd  lote 


numbers,  and  driven  in,  with  cona»ltf»W*l«L 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Shanklin,  commanding  4s 
regiment,  was  surroiuided  and  taken  pn«*. 
while  gallantly  endeavoring  to  draw  off  wwt. 
under  the  fire  of  such  superior  numbers,  ft* 
these  woods,  the  enemy's  sharpshooteii  c* 
;  tinued  to  fire  occasionally  during  the  day.w^ 


losing  twenty-two  officers  and  five  hundred  and  '  pickets. 

eight  men  in  killed  and  wounded;  but,  with  the  j     About  six  p.m.,  two  regiments  from 


co-operation  of  Scribner's  and  Keatty's  (John) 
brigades,  and  Guenther  s  and  Loom  is'  batteries, 
gallantly  held  its  ground  against  overwhelming 
odds.  The  centre  having  succeeded  in  driving 
back  the  enemy  from  its  front,  our  artillery, 
concentrating  its  fire  on  the  cedar-thicket  on  our 
right,'  drove  him  back  far  under  cover,  from 
which,  though  attempting  it,  he  could  not  make 
any  advance. 

January  1, 18«3. 

Repeated  attempts  were  made  by  the  enemy 
to  advance  on  our  position,  during  the  morning, 
but  they  were  driven  back  before  emerging 
from  the  woods.  Colonel  Starkweather's  bri- 
gade, of  Rousseau's  division,  and  Walker's  bri- 
gade, of  Fry's  division,  having  reinforced  us 
during  the  night,  took  post  on  the  right  of  Rous- 
seau, and  left  of  Sheridan,  and  bore  their  share 
in  repelling  the  attempts  of  the  enemy  on  the 
morning  of  the  first  instant. 

Negley's  divison  was  ordered,  early  in  the 
day,  to  the  support  of  McCook's  fight,  in  which 
position  it  remained  during  the  night. 

January  2. 

About  seven  a.  m.,  the  enemy  opened  a  direct 
and  cross-fire  from  his  batteries  in  our  front,  and 
from  a  position  on  the  east  bank  of  Stone  River, 
to  our  left  and  front,  at  the  same  time  making  a 
strong  demonstration  with  infantry,  resulting, 
however,  in  no  serious  attack.  Our  artillery — 
Loomis\  Gucnther's,  Stokes',  and  another  bat- 
t'l-ry — the  commander's  name  I  can  not  now  re- 
call— soon  drove  back  their  infantry.  Negley 
was  withdrawn  from  the  extreme  right,  and 
placed  in  reserve  behind  Crittenden's  right 
About  four  p.  v.,  a  division  of  Crittenden's  com- 
mand, which  had  crossed  Stone  River  to  recon- 
noitre, was  attacked  bv  an  overwhelming  force 


John  Beatty's  brigade,  Rousseau^  divufafo> 
operating  with  two  regiments  of  Spi-ar*'  (fc 
ncssee)  brigade,  of  Negley's  division. 
by  the  skilful  and  well-directed  fire  of  for* 
ther's  Fifth  United  States  artillery,  and  Lyzi 
First  Michigan  battery,  advanced  on  the  v  ■■>:» 
and  drove  the  enemy'  not  oxdy  from  its  c:*< 
but  from  the  intrenchments,  a  short  dista 
beyond. 

The  enemy  having  retreated  during  the  ni£.' 
of  the  third,  our  troops  were  occupied  dunrz 
the  night  of  the  fourth  in  burying  the  dead  kfc 
on  the  field.  In  the  afternoon,  one  brigade*: 
Negley's  division  was  advanced  to  the  cruris 
of  Stone  River,  with  a  brigade  of  Rousseau'* 
division  in  supporting  distance,  in  reserve. 

My  entire  command,  preceded  by  StaiJ*?'- 
cavalry,  marched  into  Murfreesboro  and  t«yt 
up  the  position  which  we  now  hold.  The  en* 
my  8  rear  guard  of  cavalry  was  overtaken  on  t« 
Shelby ville  and  Manchester  roads,  about  fta 
miles  from  Murfreesboro,  and  after  sharp  snr- 
mishing  for  two  or  three  hours,  was  driven  n^m 
our  immediate  front. 

The  conduct  of  mv  command,  from  the  time 
the  army  left  Nashville  to  its  entry  into  Mur- 
freesboro, is  deserving  of  the  highest  praitt. 
both  for  their  patient  endurance  of  the  fatigue* 
and  discomforts  of  a  five  days'  battle,  and  for 
the  manly  spirit  exhibited  by  them  in  the  various 
phases  in  this  memorable  contest  I  refer  joe 
to  the  detailed  reports  of  division  commanders, 
for  special  mention  of  those  officers  and  men 
their  commands  whose  conduct  they  thongbt 
worthy  of  particular  notice. 

All  the  members  of  my  staff,  Major  G.  E. 
Flynt,  Assistant  Adjutant-General;  Lientantf- 


of  the  enemy,  and,  after  a  gallant  resistance, Colonel  A.  Von  Schrader,  Seventy-fourth  Ohi\ 
compelled  to  fall  back.   The  movcjaenta  ot  \W  Nstiovfc  Cta^tain  0.  A.  Mai*. 

enemy  having  been  observed,  and  Trotted  Y*y  xT\\\ttas^  ^tata*'  VsSta^vw!^5^ 
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and  Captain  A.  J.  Mackay,  Chief 
iter,  were  actively  employed  in  carry- 
9  ordeTB  to  various  parts  of  my  command,  and 
execution  of  the  appropriate  duties  of 
oifiBce.   Captain  0.  A.  Mack  was  danger- 
T^r-  funded  in  the  right  hip  and  abdomen, 
*°  a  <ranveying  orders  from  me  to  Major-Gen- 
^^^■^Tsseau.   The  officers  of  the  Signal  coqrn, 
^^^^rj  to  my  headquarters,  did  excellent  ser- 
1  "their  appropriate  sphere,  when  possible ; 

a*  Aids-de-Camp,  earning  orders.  My  es- 
»  ^  mposed  of  a  select  detail  from  the  First 
*  ^^^^.valry,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Barker, 
same  regiment:  having  been  on  duty  with 

*  nearly  a  year,  deserve  commendation  for 
^.thfnl"  performance  of  their  appropriate 

*  -  Private  Gusteam  was  killed  by  a  cannon 
Oxi  the  morning  of  January  second.  Sur- 

y***  ^^,  D.  Beebe  deserves  special  mention  for 
J?  ****icient  arrangements  for  moving  the  wound- 
^-^orn  the  field,  and  giving  them  immediate 
•"fc^jvtion. 

**x*5  details  will  be  seen  in  the  accompanying 
**Ports  of  division  commanders. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

George  H.  Thomas, 
Major -Gen  oral,  United  States  Volunteers. 


MAJOR-GENERAL  CRITTENDEN'S  REPORT. 


.  AR-rota 

'  Hurfrbesboko,  January  20, 1863. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  C.  Qoddard,  Chief  of  Staff: 
Colonel:  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  loft  camp 
near  Nashville  on  the  twenty-sixth  of  December, 
and  reached  the  point  where  the  battle  of  Stone 
River  was  fought,  before  dusk  on  the  morning 

of  the  twenty-ninth.   The  march  from  Nashville  j  see  the  commanding  General,  and  reported  that 

was  accompanied  by  the  skirmishing  usual  when  1  Al   TITM1  !l  ^ — A  x1  

an  array  moves  toward  an  enemy,  posted  near 
by  and  in  force.  The  gallant  and  handsome 
things  done  by  several  different  portions  of  my 
command  during  this  march,  have  been  men- 
tioned in  detail  by  the  immediate  commanders 
conducting  the  advance  and  leading  the  skir- 
mishers. The  seizure  of  two  bridges,  one  by 
General  Hascall,  and  the  other  by  Colonel  Hazen ; 
the  gallant  charge  of  the  troops  of  Hascall's 
brigade  at  Lavergne;  and  the  counter-cliarge 

and  capture  of  twenty-five  of  the  enemy  by  a 

company  of  the  now  regiment,  One  Hundredth 

Illinois,  when  charged  by  the  enemy's  cavalry, 

are  worthy  of  special  notice. 

It  was  about  dusk,  and  just  at  the  moment 

when  Generals  Wood  and  Palmer  had  halted  to 

gather  up  their  troops,  that  I  reached  the  head 

of  my  command.   These  two  Generals  had  their 

division*  in  line  of  battle — General  Wood  on 

the  left,  and 'General  Palmer  on  the  right;  the 

enemy  in  sight,  and  evidently  in  heavier  force 

than  we  had  yet  encountered  them,  it  was  evi- 
dent they  intended  to  dispute  the  passage  of 

the  river  and  to  fight  a  battle  at  or  near  Mur- 

freesboro. 

At  thi*  moment  I  received  an  order  to  occupy 


Murfreesboro  with  one  division,  camping  the 
other  two  outside. 
I  immediately  gave  the  order  to  advance,  and 

the  movement  was  commenced.  General  Wood 
was  ordered  to  occupy  the  place,  General  Palmer 
being  ordered,  at  General  Wood's  suggestion,  to 
keep  m  line  with  Wood's  division,  and  advance 
with  him,  until  he  had  forced  the  passage  of  the 
river.  At  this  timo  it  was  dark.  General  Wood 
had  declared,  when  he  received  the  order,  that 
it  was  hazarding  a  great  deal  for  very  little,  to 
move  over  unknown  ground  in  the  night,  in- 
stead of  awaiting  for  daylight,  and  that  fought 
to  take  the  responsibility  of  disobeying  the  or- 
der. I  thought  the  movement  hazardous,  but  as 
the  success  of  the  whole  army  might  depend  on 
the  prompt  execution  of  orders  by  every  officer, 
it  was  my  duty  to  advance.  After  General 
Wood  had  issued  the  order  to  advance,  and 
General  Palmer  had  received  his  also,  they  both 
came  to  see  me,  and  insisted  that  the  order  should 
not  be  carried  out  I  refused  to  rescind  the  or- 
der, but  consented  to  suspend  it  for  one  hour, 
as  General  Rosccrans  could  be  heard  from  in  that 
time.  During  the  interval  the  General  himself 
came  to  the  front,  and  approved  of  what  I  had 
done. 

In  the  meantime,  Colonel  Harker,  after  a  sharp 
skirmish,  gallantly  crossed  the  river  with  his 
brigade  and  Bradley's  battery,  and  Hascall  was 
already  in  the  river  advancing,  when  the  order 
to  suspend  the  movement  was  received.  As 
soon  as  possible  I  recalled  Harker,  and,  to  my 
great  satisfaction,  this  able  officer,  with  consum- 
mate address,  withdrew  from  the  actual  presence 
I  of  a  vastly  superior  force  his  artillery  and  troops, 
and  recrosscd  the  river  without  any  serious  loss. 
During  the  night  General  McCook  came  over  to 


he  was  on  the  Wilkinson  pike,  about  three  miles 
in  the  rear  of  our  line,  and  that  he  should  ad- 
vance in  the  morning. 

The  next  morning  (the  thirtieth)  early,  my 
line  of  battle  was  formed.  Palmer's  division 
occupied  the  ground  to  the  right  of  the  turn- 
pike, his  right  resting  on  Negley's  left,  Negley 
having  advanced  into  the  woods  and  taken  a 
position  in  the  centre,  to  take  a  position  with 
General  McCook  when  he  should  come  into 
line.  General  Wood  was  to  occupy  that  part 
of  our  front  to  the  left  of  the  turnpike,  ex- 
tending down  the  river.  General  Van  Cleve 
was  held  in  reserve  to  the  rear  and  left. 
This  position  of  our  forces  was,  without  mate- 
rial change,  maintained  all  day,  though  the  skir- 
mishing during  part  of  the  day  was  very  heavy, 
particularly  on  our  extreme  right,  where  Mc- 
Cook was  coming  up.  Then,  when  it  apparently 
assumed  the  proportion  of  a  battle,  I  proposed 
to  cross  the  river  with  my  corps,  and  attack 
Murfreesboro  from  the  left,  by  way  of  the  Leb- 
anon pike ;  but  the  General,  though  approving 
the  plan  of  attack,  would  not  consent  that  1 
should  move  until  McCook  was  more  seriously 
engaged. 

On  the  ihotiy\t\£     \hs>  ^to^-ta^fcas^  ^ 
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battle  began,  I  occupied  the  front  near  the  turn-  j  with  thein  was  no  rout,  no  confiuion;  fesa  I:  \ 
pike,  General  Palmer's  division  on  the  right.  :  who  fell,  fell  fighting  in  the  ranks.  |-: , 

General  Wood  on  the  left.  General  Van  Clove  in  ,    Generals  Wood  and  Van  Gere beugimtt  I* 
reserve  to  the  rear  and  left.  About  eight  o'clock,  j  on  the  thirty-first,  their  commaadifoiMtf  I  \ 
when  my  troops  under  Van  Clevc  were  crossing  (  course,  on  other  officers — General  HataD  at  Is  ..  . 
the  river,  as  ordered,  and  when  all  was  ready  j  ing  commaud  of  Wood's  division, ad  Cotat  I 
fin  an  advance  movement,  it  became  evident  i  Beatty  of  Van  Cleve's,  on  the  first  <fy  rfJs>  1*!;.. 
tliat  our  right  was  being  driven  back  ;  orders  !  uavy.   It  was  a  fortunate  thing  that  aspen  I 
were  received  and  immediately  issued  recalling  ,  and  gallant  officers  took  commiadof  tntsttn  I  ^; , 
Van  Cleve  and  stopping  the  advance  ;  Van  01c vc  ;  noble  divisions.  I .  ;. 

was  ordered  to  leave  a  brigade  to  guard  the  ,    On  the  night  of  the  thirty-firit, wHk  tto» 
f„rd — Matthews' brigade,  Colonel  Price  command-  j  sent  of  the  General  commanding,  I  reBaittdij  I  -j'j 
ing  in  Colonel  Matthews'  absence,  was  left — and  ,  command,  bringing  them  all  together  on  fen  1 1?  . 
t<>  hurry  with  all  possible  dispatch  to  try  aud  j  of  the  turnpike,  and  before  daylight, by  crim  I  -r  ~ 
check  the  enemy  to  the  right  and  rear.   One  j  from  the  General  commanding,  we  took  ip  s  I 
brigade  of  his  "division,  Colonel  Fyffe's,  had  !  new  line  of  battle,  about  five  hundred  Jirii*  I 
already  been  ordered  to  protect  the  train  then  j  the  rear  of  our  former  line;  HaaodTi drw  I 
threatened  near  the  hospital,  and  General  Van  ,  was  ordered  to  res.t  their  right  on  thepotfh  I 
Clove  moved  at  once  aud  quickly  to  the  right  i  occupied  by  Stukcsf  battery,  and  hs    ■  I  ^ 
with  Beattv's  brigade.   He  arrived  moat  oppor-  |  General  Palmer's  right ;  General  Ptaser  w>  I  *  j 
timely,  as  his  own  and  Colonel  Beatty 's  reports  I  rest  his  left  on  the  ford,  hia  right  uUWK  I  — 
show,  aud  checked  the  enemy.   The  confusion  |  toward  the  railroad,  and  perpendicular  toil  I 
of  our  own  troops,  who  were  being  driven  from  .  thus  bringing  the  line  at  right  sngto  tofo  I  - 
the  woods  at  this  point,  hindered  him,  for  some  rai In >ad  and  turnpike,  and  extenaBg.n*  I 
time,  from  forming  his  men  in  line  of  battle,  j  Stokes' battery  to  the  ford.   On  tbtpw™??  I  7' 
This  difficulty,  however,  was  soon  overcome,  his   the  first  of  January,  Van  Cleve's  dwiaouap*  1  - 
line  rapidly  formed,  and  one  small  brigade,  com-  |  crooned  the  river,  and  took  position •Ap^  I  .;. 
inanded  by  the  gallant  Colonel  Beatty,  of  the   the  General  considered  it  important  *e  Aac  I  ' 
Nineteenth  Ohio,  under  the  direction  of  General  (  hold,  extending  from  the  ford  about  baK  at£»  1 
Van  Geve,  boldly  attacked  vastly  superior  forces  |  from  the  river,  the  right  resting  on  high?1*6-  1 
nf  the  enemy  then  advancing  in  full  career,  (  near  the  river,  and  the  left  thrown  for*ni*>  1  ; 
checked  their  advance,  and  drove  them  back,  i  that  the  direction  of  the  line  should  tevs^  1 
Being  soon  remforced  by  Fyffe's  brigade  and  |  perpendicular  to  it.   These  changes  in  \&w>  \ 
Harker's  brigade,  of  Wood's  division,  the  cue- (  having  been  accomplished,  the  day  n*i  1 
my  were  pressed  vigorously,  and  too  far.  They  (  quietly,  except  continued  skirmishing  ami  1 
came  upon  the  enemy  massed  to  receive  them,  casional  artillery  firing.   The  next  day  [Ir-  ' 
who,  outnumbering  them  and  outflanking  them,  .  nary  second)  large  forces  of  the  enemy's  ni* 
compelled  them  to  fall  hack  in  turn.    This  they  !  try  and  artillery  were  seen  to  pass  totheri^v 
did  in  good  order,  and  lighting  with  such  effect  j  apparently  contemplating  an  attack.  Lienhsvt 
that  the  enemy  drew  off  and  left  them,  and  they  ,  Livingston,  with  Drory's  battery,  was  ontai-l 
were  able  to  hold  their  position  during  the  re-  "  over  the  river,  and  Colonel  Grrtsc's  brigade..! 
mainder  of  the  day.   From  this  time  the  great  Palmer's  division,  was  also  crossed  over,  takii^ 
object  of  the  enemy  seemed  to  be  to  break  our  !  post  on  the  hill  near  the  hospital,  so  as  to  pr> 
left  and  front,  where,  under  great  disadvantages,  j  tect  the  left  and  rear  of  Beattv's  position, 
my  two  divisions,  under  Generals  Wood  and  Pal-  j    About  four  o'clock  on  the  evening  of  the  te.- 
mer,  maintained  their  ground.  |  01  id,  a  sudden  and  concentrated  attack  was  tn&a 

When  the  troops  composing  the  centre  aud  !  on  the  Third  division,  now  commanded  by  C4* 
right  wing  of  our  army  had  been  driven  by  the  i  onel  Beatty ;  several  batteries  opened  at  the 
enemy  from  our  original  line  of  battle  to  a  line  i  same  tune  on  their  division, 
almost  perpendicular  to  it.  the  First  and  Second  ,  The  overwhelming  numbers  of  the  enemy  di- 
divisions  of  the  left  wing  still  nobly  maintained  ,  rooted  upon  two  brigades,  forced  them,  afar 
their  position.  Though  several  times  assaulted  ,  a  bloody  but  short  conflict,  back  to  the  rmr. 
by  the  enemy  in  great  force,  it  was  evident  that  !  The  object  of  the  enemy  (it  is  since  ascertained' 
it  was  vital  to  us  that  this  position  should  be  '  was  to  take  the  battery  which  we  had  on  thai 
held,  at  least  until  our  troops,  who  had  been  !  side  of  the  river  In  this  attempt  it  is  most  hViy 
driven  back,  could  establish  themselves  011  their  j  they  would  have  succeeded,  out  for  the  smoc 
new  line.  The  counlry  is  deeply  indebted  to  |  judgment  and  wise  precaution  of  Colonel  Beam. 
Generals  Wood  and  Palmer  for  the  sound  judg-  1  in  changing  the  position  of  his  battery.  It  wii 
oient,  skill,  and  courage  with  which  they  man-  I  so  late  when  the  attack  was  made  that  the  cat- 
aged  their  commands  at  this  important  crisis  in  my,  failing  in  their  enterprise  to  capture  r-ar 
the  battle.  The  reports  of  my  division  com-  ,  battery,  were  sure  of  not  suffering  any  grea: 
manders  show  how  nobly  and  how  ably  they  disaster  in  cose  of  a  repulse,  because  night 
were  supported  by  their  officers ;  and  the  most  would  protect  them.  They  not  only  failed  tf» 
meianchofy  and  convincing  proof  of  the  bravery  capture  our  battery,  but  lost  four  of"  their  gam 
of  all  who  fought  in  this  part  of  ftvc  UfcV\  \&  \\\  \W\*  x^voSafc  QSsjiiL  As  soon  as  it 
their  terrible  list  of  killed  and  vro>mae&,  toi  cams*  srevteaX  ^aX      «^kvscj  ^usr.  ^bsvcs^v* 
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.Beatty,  I  turned  to  my  Chief  of  Artillery, 
Saptein  John  MendenhaJl,  and  said,  "Now, 
ffianrfenliall,  you  must  cover  my  men  with  your 
uraon.'*    Without  any  show  of  excitement  or 
%mt&,  almost  as  soon  as  the  order  was  given, 
e  batteries  began  to  open,  so  perfectly  had  he 
ice  d  fcliem.   In  twenty  minutes  from  the  time 
i  order  was  received,  fifty-two  guns  were  fir- 
r  upon  the  enemy.   They  cannot  be  said  to 
t>C3en  checked  in  their  advance;  from  a 
'id  advance  they  broke  at  once  into  a  rapid 
^Q-t:,      Reinforcements  soon  began  to  arrive ; 
tor- c>  ops  crossed  the  river  and  pursued  the 
"»cmy  until  dark. 
k  »s         pleasant  thing  to.  report  that  the  offi- 
men  from  the  centre  and  right  wing 
to  tlie  support  of  the  left  wing,  when  it 
own  to  be  nard  pressed.   General  J.  C. 
aent  a  brigade  at  once  without  orders, 
^Ji^  plied  for  and  obtained  orders  to  follow 
atcly  with  his  division.   General  Neglcy, 
™  ^J^^e  centre,  crossed  with  a  part  of  his  divis- 
^  ^°*~^neral  McCook,  to  whom  I  applied  for  a  bri- 
jh^*   ,J*ot  knowing  of  Davis' movement,  ordered 
r^*^ ^-lately  Colonel  Gibson  to  go  with  his  bri- 
J^^*    **.nd  the  Colonel  and  the  brigade  passed  at 
j^^l^-quick  in  less  thau  five  minutes  after  the 
5ti  vx1** was  ma^e*   Honor  is  due  to  such  men. 
^j.A*mc  ui^ht  of  the  second,  General  Hascall, 
his  division,  and  General  Davis  with  his, 
'SJjVed  a  little  in  advance  of  the  position  which 
Tr^'fcty  had  occupied.    General  Palmer,  com- 
?J*pding  the  Second  division,  camped  with  two 
V^Sades  in  reserve  to  Hascall's  and  Davis'  divis- 
ions, and  the  remaining  brigade,  on  this  side  of 
the  river. »  In  this  position  these  troops  remain- 
ed tmtil  Saturdav  night,  when  the  river  begin- 
ning to  rise,  and  tho  rain  continuing  to  fall,  it 
was  feared  we  might  be  separated  from  the  rest 
of  the  army,  and  all  re-crossed  the  river  except 
Palmer's  two  brigades,  which  remained,  and  did 
not  come  back  until  it  was  ascertained  the  next 
day  (Sunday)  that  the  enemy  had  evacuated 
Murfreesboro. 

I  feel  that  this  report  of  the  part  taken  by  my 
command  in  the  battle  of  Stone  River  is  very 
imperfect.  I  have  only  endeavored  to  give  a 
general  outline  of  the  most  important  features 
of  the  battle.  The  reports,  however,  of  the  di- 
vision commanders,  and  the  report  of  the  Chief 
of  Artillery,  give  a  detailed  and  good  account 
of  the  memorable  incidents  which  occurred  in 
this  particular  fight 

Reports  of  the  division  commanders  show 
how  nobly  they  were  sustained  by  their  subor- 
dinate officers,  and  all  reports  show  how  nobly 
the  troops  behaved.  Generals  Wood  and  Van 
Cleve,  though  wounded  early  in  the  battle  of 
the  thirty-first,  remained  in  the  saddle  and  on 
the  field  throughout  the  day,  and  at  night  were 
ordered  to  the  rear ;  General  Palmer,  exposing 
himself  everywhere  and  freely,  escaped  unhurt, 
and  commanded  the  Second  division  throughout 
the  battle.  To  these  division  commanders,  I 
return  my  most  earnest  and  heartfelt  thanks, 
for  the  brave,  prompt,  and  able  manner  in  which 


they  executed  every  order,  and  I  most  urgently 
present  their  names  to  the  commanding  General 
and  to  the  Government,  as  having  fairly  earned 
promotion. 

After  the  thirty-first,  General  Hascall  com- 
manded Wood's  division,  the  First,  and  Colonel 
Bcatty  the  Second,  Tan  Cleve's.  To  these  offi- 
cers I  am  indebted  for  tho  same  cheerful  and 
prompt  obedience  to  orders,  tho  same  brave 
support  which  I  received  from  their  predeces- 
sors in  command ;  and  I  also  respectfully  pre- 
sent their  names  to  the  commanding  General 
and  the  Government,  as  having  earned  promo- 
tion on  the  field  of  battle. 

There  are  numerous  cases  of  distinguished 
conduct  in  the  brigade  as  well  as  regimental 
commanders,  mentioned  by  my  division  com- 
manders as  meriting  promotion.  I  respectfully 
refer  the  General  commanding  to  division,  bri- 
gade, and  regimental  reports,  and  solicit  for  the 
gallant  officers  and  men  who  have  distinguished 
themselves  for  conduct  and  bravery  in  battle, 
the  honors  they  have  won.  We  have  officers 
who  have  commanded  brigades  for  almost  a 
year,  though  they  have  but  the  rank  of  Colonel ; 
in  such  cases,  and  in  all  like  cases,  as  where  a 
Lieutenant  commands  a  company,  it  seems,  if  the 
officers  have  capacity  for  their  commands  on  the 
field,  that  they  should  have  the  rank  the  com- 
mand is  entitled  to.  The  report  of  Captain 
Mendenhall,  Chief  of  Artillery  to  the  left  wing, 
shows  the  efficiency,  skill,  and  daring  with 
which  our  artillery  officers  handled  their  batter- 
ies. Division  and  brigade  commanders  vie  with 
each  other  in  commendation  upon  different  bat- 
teries. Some  of  the  batteries,  fighting  as  they 
did  in  parts  of  the  field,  won  praises  from  all. 
To  these  officers,  also,  attention  is  called,  with  a 
sincere  hope  that  they  may  be  rewarded  as  their 
valor  and  bearing  deserves. 

Major  Lytic  Starling,  Assistant  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral to  the  loft  wing,  has  been,  for  nearly  eight- 
eon  mouths,  the  most  indefatigable  officer  I  ever 
knew  in  his  department  His  services  to  me 
are  invaluable.  On  the  field  here,  as  at  Sniloh, 
he  was  distinguished,  even  among  so  many 
brave  men,  for  his  daring  and  efficiency.  Cap- 
tain R.  Loder,  hispector-Gcneral  for  tho  left 
wing,  has  entitled  himself  to  my  lasting  grati- 
tude, by  his  constant  and  able  management  of 
his  department.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  the 
gallant  and  lamented  Colonel  Garesche  told  him, 
in  mv  presence,  but  a  short  time  before  tho  bat- 
tle, that  he  had  proved  himself  to  be  the  best 
Inspector-General  in  the  army.  On  the  field  of 
battle  bravery  was  added  to  the  same  efficiency 
and  activity  which  marked  his  conduct  iu  the 
camp. 

Captain  John  Mendenhall,  who  Iulb  been  men- 
tioned already  as  Chief  of  Artillery  to  my  com- 
mand, but  of  whom  too  much  cannot  be  said,  is 
also  Topographical  Engineer  on  my  staff.  Iu  this 
capacity,  as  in  all  where  he  works,  tho  work  is 
well  and  faithfully  done.  His  services  at  Shiloh, 
I  of  which  I  was  an  cye-wituesa  \  h\a  «^tawivL 
conduct  as  Cnvd  vA  ktiStax?  \a 
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boro  pike,  in  advance  of  General  Crifcofat 
corps.  The  Second  brigade,  conumakd  far 
Colonel  Zahn,  Third  Ohio  cavalry,  to  yrdaM 
on  Franklin,  to  dislodge  the  enemy  i  cankr, 
and  move  parallel  to  General  McCook'i  cvpi 
protecting  his  right  flank.  The  reserve  crckj, 
consisting  of  the  new  regiments,  viz.:  indent 
troop,  First  Middle  Tennessee,  Second  Eat  Tn- 
nesseo  cavalry,  and  four  companies  of  the  Ttoi 
Indiana.  I  commanded  in  person,  and  preceded 
General  McCook's  corps  on  theNoleasvfflipfe 
Colonel  John  Kennett,  commanding  cmhj 
division,  commanded  the  cavalry  on  the  M» 
freesboro  pike.  For  the  operation!  of  thii 
column,  and  also  the  movements  of  Grind 
Zahn  up  to  the  thirty-first  of  December.  I  vril 
refer  you  to  the  inclosed  reports  of  Coins* 
Kennett,  and  Colonels  Zahn  and  Minty. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-sixth,  onrcw- 
airy  first  encountered  the  enemy  on  the  >*ok» 
ville  pike,  one  mile  in  advance  of  BaBe  hA 
Pass;   their  cavalry  was  in  large  force,  ni 
accompanied  by  a  battery  of  artillery.  Tta 
fighting  continued  from  ten  o'clock  until  era- 
ing,  during  which  time  we  had  driven  ft* 
enemy  two  miles  beyond  Laverene.  The  Ttiri 
Indiana  and  Anderson  troop  behaved  galh&fr 
charging  the  enemy  twice,  and  bringing  fonto 
hand-and-band  encounters.    The  conduct  d 
Majors  Roscngarten  and  Ward,  the  former  i»* 
deceased,  was  most  heroic.   On  the  twenty- 
eighth  we  made  a  rcconnoiRsance  to  C*Jlrp 
Grovc,  and  found  that  Ilardee's  rebel  crp&bsd 
marched  to  Murfreesl>«>ro. 

On  the  twenty-ninth.  Colonel  Zahn  8  bripfc 
having  formed,  was  directed  t«>  mafch  n|« 
M urfreesboro  by  the  Franklin  road :  the  Te^re 
cavalry  moving  on  the  Balle  Jack  road,  the  a* 
umn  communicating  at  the  crossing  of  Stewirt* 
Creek.   We  encountered  the  enemy's  cavalry, 
and  found  them  in  strong  force  at  Wilkinson's 
Cross-mads.   Our  cavalry  drove  them  rapidif 
across  Overall's  Creek,  and  within  one-half  mfe 
of  the  enemy's  line  of  battle.    The  Andi-rsi 
cavalry  behaved  most  gallantly  this  day.pwhmf 
at  full  charge  upon  the  enemy  for  six  miles :  un- 
fortunately their  advance  fronted  too  recklessly; 
having  dispersed  their  cavalry,  the  troop  fcfl 
upon  two  regiments  of  rebel  infantry  in  ambwh. 
and  after  a  gallant  struggle  were  compelled  l> 
retire,  with  the  loss  of  Major  Rosengarteii  and 
six  men  killed,  and  the  bravo  Major  ward  and 
five  men  desperately  wounded.    With  the  \m 
of  these  two  most  gallant  officers,  the  spirit  <4 
the  '« Anderson  Troop,"  which  gave  such  foil 
promise,  seems  to  have  died  out.  and  T  have  rot 
been  able  to  get  any  duty  out  of  them  since. 
Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  the      On  the  thirtieth  the  entire  cavalry  force  was 
information  of  the  General  commanding  the  i  engaged  in  guarding  the  flanks  of  the  army  is 
army,  the  following  statement  of  the  part  taken  j  position.   Some  small  cavalry  skirmishing  mo- 


llis uniform  soldierly  bearing,  point  him  out  as 
eminently  qualified  for  promotion. 

To  the  >lcdical  Director  of  the  loft  wing,  Dr. 
A.  J.  Phelps,  the  thanks  of  the  army  and  the 
country  are  due,  not  only  for  his  prompt  attention 
to  the  wounded,  but  for  his  arrangements  for 
their  immediate  accommodation.  He  took  good 
care  not  only  of  the  wounded  of  my  command, 
but  of  more  than  two  thousand  wounded  from 
other  corps,  and  from  the  enemy.  Since  the 
battle,  I  have  visited  his  hospitals,  and  can  bear 
testimony  to  the  efficiency  of  the  Medical  De- 
partment of  the  left  wing. 

Captain  Louis  M.  Buford  and  Lieutenant 
George  Knox,  my  Aids-de-Camp,  were  bravo, 
active,  and  efficient  helps  to  me  all  through  the 
battle.  Captain  Buford  was  struck  just  over  the 
heart,  fortunately,  by  a  ball  too  far  spent  to  pen- 
etrate, and  which  only  bruised.  The  Captain 
and  Lieutenant  Knox  were  frequently  exposed 
to  the  heaviest  firing,  as  they  fearlessly  carried 
my  orders  to  all  parts  of  the  field. 

Captain  Case,  of  the  Signal  corps,  tendered  his 
services  as  a  volunteer  Aid,  and  proved  himself 
a  bold  soldier  and  an  efficient  Aid.   Two  other 

officers  of  the  same  corps.  Lieutenants  

and   ,  tendered  their  services  as  Aids, 

and  were  placed  on  my  staff  during  the  battle, 
and  I  thank  them  sincerely  for  their  services. 

Lieutenant  Brown,  of  the  Third  Kentucky 
cavalry,  who  commanded  my  escort,  was  as 
quietly  brave  on  the  battle-field  as  he  is  mild 
and  gentlemanly  in  tho  camp. 

Before  concluding  this  report,  it  will  be 
proper  to  add,  that  when  I  speak  of  a  quiet  day, 
I  mean  to  speak  comparatively.  We  had  no  quiet 
days ;  no  rest  from  the  time  we  reached  the  bat- 
tle-field until  the  enemy  fled,  skirmishing  con- 
stantly, and  sometimes  terrible  cannonading.  On 
the  second,  which  we  call  a  quiet  day,  until  about 
four  o'clock  p.  m.,  the  First  division,  under  Has- 
call,  lay  for  half  an  hour,  in  the  early  part  of  the 
day.  under  the  heaviest  cannonading  we  endured. 
Many#men  were  killed,  but  he  and  his  brave 
soldiers  would  not  flinch. 

The  number  of  killed  and  wounded  demon- 
strates with  what  fearful  energy  and  earnestness 
the  battle  was  contested  in  my  command. 
Most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  L.  Critteptden, 

Major-General,  commanding. 

GENERAL  D.  8.  STANLEY'S  REPORT. 

Headquarters  Cavalry.  Fourteenth  Army  Cork,) 
Departm knt  op  thk  Cumberland,  v 
Nkar  Mr kfrmbboro,  January  0,  180&  J 


by  the  cavalry  under  my  command  in  the  ad- 
vance upon  and  battle  of  Murfreesboro : 

Upon  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  December,  I 
divided  the  cavalry  into  three  columns,  putting 


curred,  but  nothing  of  importance.  At  eleven 
o'clock  p.  v.,  the  thirtieth,  I  marched  for  I> 
vergne,  with  the  First  Tennessee  and  tho  Ander- 
son cavalry.   Near  that  place  I  was  joined  hi- 


fi  e  First  brigade,  comn^ndod^yCo\o\ie\^\xity\  ifcVa^mwta^^^xs^ 
Fourth  Michigan  cavalry,  upon  the  ^tarfteeo-  Y^a\a^\Nm^^N^.  K\A^j^^&^&&. 
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thirty-first  I  received  an  order  from  the 
1  commanding,  directing  me  to  hasten  to 
^  tit-  I  made  all  possible  speed,  leaving  a 
'detachment  to  protect  the  trains  crossing 
Ld  at  Stewartshoro,  and  to  pick  up  strag- 
Upon  arriving  upon  the  right  flank  of 
ny,  I  found  order  restored,  and  took  posi- 
m  General  McCook's  right,  my  right  ex- 
^  toward  Wilkinson's  Cross-roads,  occu- 
the  woods  about  the  meeting-house  and 
tils  Creek.  In  this  position  we  were  at- 
^»«3L,  about  four  o'clock  p.  v.,  by  a  long  line  of 
^  ii  mini  1 1  mi    My  first  impression  was  that 

■icj     "were  covered  infantry,  but  I  soon  learned 

 "Uiey  were  dismounted  cavalry.    Wo  suc- 

^tixlly  held  them  at  l*ay  for  half  an  hour  with 
*   ^"«urth  Michigan  and"  Seventh  Pennsylvania 
unted,  when,  being  outflanked,  I  ordered 
^-ixae  to  mount  and  fall  back  to  the  open  field. 
«nemy  followed  here,  and,  being  reinforced 
*^^"tachnionts  of  the  Anderson  and  Third  Kcn- 
cavalry,  and  by  the  First  Tennessee,  we 
/"^"fc'ed  the  enemy  and  put  him  to  rout.  The 
J^**Jjy  held  the  same  position  this  night  they 
taken  upon  my  arrival  upon  the  field, 
l^^^at  nine  o'clock  New  Year's  morning,  the 
^^^^y  showed  aline  of  skirmishers  in  the  woods 
^    ^Xir  front,  and  soon  after  brought  a  six-gun 
^*Wfct^ry  to  bear  upon  my  cavalry.    As  we  could 
Teach  the  enemy's  skirmishers  nor  reply  to 
artillery,  I  ordered  my  cavalry  to  f;dl  back. 
P*rt  °f  Zahn's  brigade  marched  this  day  to 
Hahville,  to  protect  our  trains.   Colonel  Zahn's 
^port  is  inclosed. 
^^Tlie  second  and  third  of  January  the  cavalry 
^^18  engaged  in  watching  the  flanks  of  our  po- 
sition.  On  the  fourth  it  became  evident  that 
*%he  enemy  had  fled ;  the  cavalry  was  collected 
*nd  moved  to  the  fords  of  Stone  River.  Upon 
the  fifth  we  entered  Murfreosboro.    Zahn's  bri- 

Sde  marched  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  on  the 
elbyville  pike  six  miles,  finding  no  opposition. 
With  the  remainder  of  the  cavalry,  I  marched 
on  the  Manchester  pike,  and  encountered  the 
enemy  in  heavy  force  at  Lyric's  Creek,  three  and 
a  half  miles  from  town.  We  fought  with  this 
force  till  near  sundown,  pushing  them  from  one 
cedar-brake  to  another,  when,  being  reinforced 
by  General  Spears1  brigade  of  East  Tennesscc- 
ans,  we  drove  the  enemy  out  of  his  lust  stand  in 
disorder.  We  returned  after  dusk  and  encamped 
on  Lytle's  Creek.  Our  troops  all  behaved  well. 
The  skirmishing  was  of  a  very  severe  char- 
acter. 

The  Fourth  United  States  cavalry,  which  was 
this  day  first  under  my  control,  behaved  very 
handsomely.  Captain  Otis'  command  acted  in- 
dependently until  the  fifth  instant,  when  they 
came  under  my  command. 

The  duty  of  the  cavalry  was  very  arduous. 
From  the 'twenty-sixth  of  December  till  the 
fourth  of  January,  the  saddles  wore  only  taken 
off  to  groom,  and  were  immediately  replaced. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  S.  Stanley, 
Mgadtor-Genenl  and  Chief  of  Cavalry. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  JOHN  KENNBTF. 

Hkadquaktcm  Finrr  Cayalkt  DiraoK,  \ 
Camp  Btaxlet,  January  8,  1868.  J 

Captain  TT.  H.  Sinclair: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the 
reports  of  the  part  taken  in  the  fighting  of  the 
two  brigades  composing  the  First  cavalry  divis- 
ion from  December  twenty-sixth,  1862,  up  to  the 
night  of  January  fifth,  1863,  from  Nashville  to 
Murfreesboro,  and  six  miles  beyond  Murfroes- 
boro,  on  the  Manchester  and  Shelby  villo  pikes. 

On  leaving  Xashville  the  Second  brigade,  un- 
der Colonel  Znhn.  took  the  road  to  Franklin; 
Brigadier-General  D.  S.  Stanley,  with  the  First 
and  Second  Tennessee  cavalry  and  Anderson 
troop,  taking  the  Xolcnsvillc  pike.  The  First 
brigade.  Colonel  Miuty  commanding,  under  my 
charge,  took  the  Murfreosboro  pike.  I  reported 
ray  command  to  General  Palmer,  who  placed  us 
in  advance.  Our  skirmishers  drove  trie  enemy 
soine  five  miles.  The  afternoon  was  well  spent 
when  General  Palmer  relieved  us  with  infantry 
skirmishers.  The  cavalry  forming  the  reserve 
on  the  right  and  left  flanks,  the  First  brigade 
marched  directly  as  a  reserve  to  the  advance 
skirmishers  of  the  army  composing  the  left  wing, 
on  their  flanks,  up  to  December  thirtieth,  1862. 

On  December  thirty-first,  1862.  we  were 
posted  as  reserves  on  the  flanks,  throwing  out 
our  skinnishers  and  vedettes,  watching  the 
movements  of  the  enemy.  Wo  performed  a 
variety  of  duty  as  scouts  on  the  different  ave- 
nues leading  to  our  camp  and  connecting  with 
the  roads'ecntring  upon  Nashville,  Tennessee — 
flankers,  vedettes,  couriers — engaging  the  enemy 
daily  on  the  right  flank. 

Some  few  incidents  which  could  not  have 
fallen  under  the  eye  of  the  brigade  commanders, 
having  occurred  under  my  immediate  notice,  I 
bep:  leave  to  append.  . 

When  the  enemy  charged  upon  out  wing, 
scattering  a  few  regiments,  who  stampeded 
to  the  rear,  I  received  orders  from  General 
Roscerans,  in  person,  to  collect  all  the  cavalry 
at  my  command,  and  proceed  to  rally  the  right 
wing  and  drive  the  enemy  away.  I  found  Col- 
onel Murray,  of  the  Third  Kentucky,  in  command 
of  about  a  squadron  of  men.  With  that  we 
made  our  way  to  the  right.  We  found  a  com- 
plete stampede — infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery, 
rushing  to  the  rear,  and  the  rebel  cavalry  charg- 
ing upon  our  retiring  forces  on  the  Murfreesboro 
pike.  Colonel  Murray,  with  great  intrepidity,  en- 
gaged the  enemy  toward  the  skirts  of  the  wood, 
and  drove  them  in  three  charges.  ITis  men 
behaved  like  old  veterans.  Between  his  com- 
mand and  the  field,  was  filled  with  rushing  rebel 
cavalry  charging  upon  our  retreating  cavalry 
and  infantry,  holding  many  of  our  soldiers  as 
prisoners. 

I  rallied  the  Third  Ohio,  some  two  companies, 
who  were  falling  back,  and  formed  them  in  the 
rear  of  a  fence,  where  volley  after  volley  had 
the  effect  of  driving  back  the  rebels  on  the  run, 
the  Third  Ohio  c\kargi\\\*  ^uaa.  vffisyjfcosSS&ss  % 
thereby  relieving  ^  w»ra»a&.» 
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saving  the  train,  one  piece  of  artillery,  and  res- 
cuing from  their  grasp  many  of  our  men  taken 
as  prisoners.  One  of  my  staff,  Lieutenant  Rielly, 
being  a  prisoner  in  their  hands,  was  released. 
Lieutenant  Murray,  of  the  Third  Ohio,  displayed 
energy,  courage,  and  coolness  upon  this  occa- 
sion, in  executing  my  orders.  I  also  take  great 
pride  in  mentioning  the  prompt  manner  with 
which  my  staff  conveyed  my  orders  in  all  these 
engagements. 

Two  of  my  orderlies  displayed  high  order  of 
chivalry.  Jaggers  charged  upon  two  rebel  cav- 
alry, rescuing  two  men  of  the  Fourth  Ohio  vol- 
unteer cavalry,  who  were  being  taken  off  as 
prisoners.  The  other,  Farrish,  shot  two  of  the 
rebels,  and  came  to  my  rescue  in  a  personal  en- 
counter with  a  rebel,  who  was  in  the  act  of 
levelling  his  pistol  at  my  head,  but  he  found  a 
carbine  levelled  into  his  own  face,  and  at  my 
order  to  surrender,  he  delivered  his  pistols,  car- 
bine, and  horse  to  me.  They  both  deserve  pro- 
motion, and  would  make  good  officers. 

The  able  and  undauuted  spirit  and  ability 
which  Colonel  Minty  has  displayed  whenever 
coming  under  my  eye,  I  take  great  satisfaction 
in  noticing.  The  officers  and  men  all  displayed 
great  selt-sacrifice.  Major  Wynkoop,  of  the 
Seventh  Pennsylvania,  commanding,  aud  Lieu- 
tenant Wooley,  Adjutant-General  of  the  First 
brigade,  carried  out  every  order  with  unhesitat- 
ing energy  and  will,  displaying  the  highest  order 
of  gallantry. 

Captain  E.  Otis,  of  the  Fourth  regular  cavalry, 
although  he  does  not  belong  to  my  division,  but 
being  posted  on  the  left  wing  of  our  skirmishers 
on  the  march  on  the  Manchester  road,  I  feel  it 
my  duty  as  well  as  take  great  pleasure  in  stating 
he  is  an  able  aud  efficient  officer. 

Brigadier-General  D.  S.  Stanley  being  in  com- 
mand of  the  forces  pursuing  tho  retiring  rebels 
on  the  march,  it  fell  to  my  lot  to  convey  and 
see  his  orders  executed.  Before  closing  this 
report  it  is  my  duty  to  make  honorable  mention 
of  tho  meritorious  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Newell, 
commanding  a  section  of  artillery  attached  to 
my  division.  During  the  first  day's  engagement 
near  Lavergne,  he  placed  his  two  pieces  on 
.  well-selected  ground,  and  did  great  execution, 
killing  three  horses,  dismounting  seven,  and 
scattering  the  rebel  cavalry  by  his  well  and 
timely  aimed  shots.  lie  has  on  several  occa- 
sions displayed  talents  of  the  first  order  as  an 
artillerist. 

It  would  not  be  amiss  at  this  time  to  state  that 
my  entire  command  were  short  of  rations,  per- 
forming duty,  night  and  day,  in  the  wet  field 
without  shelter,  exposed  to  tho  wet,  cold,  and 
hunger,  without  a  murmur.  Major  Paransom,  of 
the  Third  Ohio,  displayed  great  presence  of 
mind  and  determination  in  maintaining  his  posi- 
tion on  the  right  flank  with  his  battalion,  to  cover 
an  ammunition  train,  long  after  the  cavalry  on 
his  right  had  been  driven  away  by  the  enemy's 
shells.  Your  obedient  servant, 

Sons  Yjawtm, 


REPORT  OF  GENERAL  B.  W.  JOHS90S.  I 

Headqcahbb  Skqid  Dm*   1  f\: 
Right  Wno,  Jmmj  6,  m\  I 

Major  J.  A.  Campbell,  AssisiasU  I: 
eral:  L.^ 
I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fdMtf  a- lt  L: 
port  of  the  operations  of  the  Second  fram,  It'—- 
under  my  command,  beginning  Dfctaba  tm  It  - 
ty-sixth,  1862,  the  day  upon  which  iileftXaVlf  ' 
villo,  and  terminating  on  January  8ixft,lN3;  It  I  r 
Agreeably  to  orders,  tne  divinooi  tf  k  It-.  _ 
right  wing  of  the  Fourteenth  irarj  m  It. 
marched  from  their  camps  near  NubTi^tija; 
ing  the  Nolensvillc  pike,  and  arrived  iaaJ  It  \  r. 
village  the  same  day,  at  four  o'clock  p.  1  fcls.--- 
thc  following  day  the  same  divisiont,iritkai  I*  , 
in  advance,  marched  to  Triune.  The  rebel  w  1 1 
guard  contested  the  ground  inch  by  iockai  Ibi 
Sic  day  was  passed  constantly  slurmuhsgii  lar  .■ 
them,  with  no  loss  on  our  side,  but  molar  Ir  ~ 
unities  on  their  part   Triune  wuoocapislb*  I 
my  division  about  four  p.  m.  The  fofloiinrif  Ie:  z 
(December  twenty-eighth),  the  coons  »  I  i:  . 
mained  in  Triune.   A  reconnoisnnce,toa*  l  ?  ..:. 
tain  the  direction  the  enemy  had  reiiwtoln  I 
made  by  a  brigade  of  my  command, coooH  I  i-A- 
by  Brigadier-General  A.  Willich.  h  hrij  I  r  v 
ascertained  that  the  enemy  had  mmtait  lu; 
ward  Murfreesboro,  I  was  ordered  tohmi  1*7 
brigade  at  Triune,  and  on  the  twentj-naA  *  I  » *_ 
march  on  Murrreesboro  on  what  is  boms  I  u 
the  Balle  Jack  road.   Colonel  P.  P.  Bon  I ,:. 
Third  brigade,  was  left  at  Triune.  The  e*  1 . . 
maud  arrived  at  Wilkinson  s  Croawwdia*  |  :r 
eight  p.  m.,  on  tlie  twenty-ninth,  and  a  «« 
sent  at  once  to  Colonel  Baldwin  to  mm  to- 
ward his  brigade,  which  arrived  earir  a  to 
afternoon  of  the  thirtieth.    My  division  *»»  1  i 
reserve  on  the  twenty-ninth.   On  the  fwvii^  \ 
morning,  December  thirtieth,  General  fibrin*'  I 
division  was  ordered  to  advance  in  tins  oi  to  1 
tie,  covering  the  Wilkinson  pike,  while  God  1 
Davis*  division  inarched  in  the  same  arte,* 
the  right  of  General  Sheridan.   My  dniam 
being  held  in  reserve,  was  marched  in  coca 
on  the  pike.   There  being  no  troops  on  Goat 
Davis'  right,  and  General  Sheridan's  left  bew 
guarded  by  General  Crittenden's  leftwinfiS- 
B. — Negley's  division  of  centre),  I  was  cromt 
to  oblique  to  the  right,  covering  the  rigki  J 
General  Davis'  division.    About  two  o'dwk 
p.  m.,  I  received  an  order  from  Major-Gtwnl 
McCook  to  look  well  to  my  right,  as  Gnai 
Hardee  (rebel),  with  his  corps,  was  on  the  r*k 
flank  of  our  column.   I  ordered  the  Second  bri- 
gade, Brigadier-General  £.  N.  Kirk  conuBodfc?. 
to  take  position  with  bis  brigade,  his  left  rott- 
ing against  the  right  of  General  Davis,  hit  riffci 
refused  so  as  to  cover  our  right  flank.  Atom 
dark  I  placed  General  Willich7*  on  the  riffct  4 
Kirk's,  refusing  his  right,  aud  directed  ■  W7 
line  of  skirmishers  to  be  thrown  forward,  ocn- 
necting  on  the  left  with  those  of  General  D*ri& 
and  extending  to  the  right  and  rear,  near  Th< 
\  ^\^tv\\wsvv  ^kfc,  ^Vas^       qC  skirmishers  **$ 
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those  of  the  enemy.   My  Third  brigade, 
*  Baldwin  commanding,  was  held  in  re- 
in consultation  with  General  McCook, 
Id  the  afternoon  of  the  thirtioth,  he  in- 
i«d  me  that  he  had  reliable  information  to 
eHect  that  the  centre  of  the  rebel  line  of 
opposite  to  our  extreme  right,  and 
we  would  probably  be  attacked  by  the 
~*     »  rebel  army  early  on  the  following  morn- 
Sis  prediction  proved  true.   Ho  also  in- 
ft«cl  me  that  he  had  communicated  this  infor- 
ion  to  the  commanding  General.  I  expected 
iE»£e  in  the  programme  for  the  following 
but  none  was  made.    My  brigade  coni- 
kIots  were  called  togcthor,  and  the  opera- 
of  the  following  day  fully  explained  to 
Every  arrangement  was  made  for  an 
Two  gallant  and  experienced  officers 
dod  my  two  advance  brigades,  and 
precaution  was  taken  against  surprise. 
Jfcwenty-two  minutes  past  six  o'clock  on  the 
Vug  of  the  thirty-first,  the  outposts  in  front 
division  were  driven  in  by  an  overwhelm- 
^     *>orce  of  infantry,  outnumbering  my  forces 
fr-isly,  and  known  to  contain  about  thirty-five 
~^sraMd  meu..  At  the  same  time  my  extreme 
Jj^?"  was  attacked  by  the  enemy's  cavalry.  The 
£r**^*.it  Kirk  and  Wiliich  soon  opened  up  a 
J^^^,3r  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery  on  the 
^^^^^ncing  columns,  causing  wavering  in  the 
w^^*J  but  fresh  columns  would  soon  replace 
and  it  was  apparent  that  to  fall  back  was 
"^lilitary  necessity."  Edgarton's  battery,  after 
^JXs  three  rounds,  had  so  many  of  his  horses 
^ir^^d  as  to  render  it  unmanageable.   He,  how- 
^^^t".  remained  with  it,  and  continued  to  fire, 
y^*il  he  fell  by  a  severe  wound,  and  he  and  his 
gj^ttery  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Before 
^JjJIing  back,  the  horse  of  General  Willich  was 
^^lled,  and  he  was  wounded  and  taken  prisoner, 
^bout  the  same  time,  General  Kirk  received  a 
Severe  wound,  which  disabled  him.   Seeing  the 
pressure  upon  my  lines,  I  ordered  up  my  reserve 
Brigade,  under  the  gallant  Baldwin.   The  troops 
of  his  brigade  advanced  promptly,  and  delivered 
their  fire,  holding  their  ground  for  soino  time ; 
but  they,  too,  were  compelled  to  fall  back.  The 
troops  of  this  division,  for  the  first  time,  were 
compelled  t<»  yield  the  field  temporarily,  but  the 
heroes  of  Shiloh  and  Perry  ville  did  not  abandon 
their  ground  until  forced  to  do  so  by  the  im- 
mense masses  of  the  enemy  hurled  against  them, 
and  then  inch  by  inch. 

The  ground  over  which  the  division  passed,  cov- 
ered with  the  enemy's  dead  and  those  of  our  own 
men,  showB  that  the  field  was  warmly  contested. 
Several  times  the  lines  were  re-formed  and  re- 
sistance offered  ;  but  the  columns  of  the  enemy 
were  too  heavy  for  a  single  line,  and  our*  would 
have  to  yield.  Finally  the  left  flank  of  my  di- 
vision reached  the  line  of  General  Rousseau's, 
when  it  was  re-formed  ant^  fought  until  out  of 
ammunition,  but  my  efficient  Ordnance  Officer, 
Lieutenant  Murdoch,  had  a  supply  in  readiness, 
which  was  soon  issued, and  the  division  assisted 
hi  driving  tlie  enemy  from  the  Bold  in  their  last 


desperate  struggle  of  the  day.  Soon  the  curtain 
of  (larknesB  fell  upon  the  scene  of  blood,  and  all 
was  quiet,  awaiting  the  coming  of  morn  to  renew 
hostilities. 

Morning  came,  but  the  enemy  had  withdrawn. 
January  first  was  a  day  of  comparative  quiet  in 
camp,  few  shots  being  fired,  but  many  prepara- 
tions made  for  a  heavy  battle  on  the  following 
day.  General  Crittenden's  wing  was  attacked 
in  force  on  the  second,  and  one  of  my  brigades, 
Colonel  Gibson's,  was  sent  to  reinforce  them. 
For  the  gallant  part  taken  by  it  reference  is 
made  to  the  report  of  Major-General  Crittenden. 
The  enemy  evacuated  Murfreesboro  on  the  night 
of  the  third.  On  the  sixth  I  was  ordered  to 
move  my  camp  to  a  point  on  the  Shelbyvillo 
ruad,  four  miles  south  of  Murfreesboro. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  under  my 
command  was  good.  Tho  Louisville  Legion, 
under  the  command  of  the  gallant  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Berry,  brought  off  by  hand  one  cannon, 
after  the  horses  were  killed.  They  yielded  the 
ground  only  when  overpowered,  offering  an  ob- 
stinate resistance  at  every  point  Some  few  in 
each  regiment,  becoming  panic-stricken,  fled  to 
Nashville  for  safety.  Captain  Simonsou  man- 
aged his  battery  with  skill  and  courage,  and 
with  it  did  good  execution.  Ho  lost  two  guns, 
but  not  until  the  horses  had  been  killed  and  the 
guns  disabled.  GoodBpced's  battery  lost  three 
guns  :md  quite  a  number  of  horses.  This  bat- 
tery was  handled  well  and  did  good  execution, 
under  Lieutenant  Belden. 

After  the  capture  of  General  Willich,  his  bri- 
gade was  commanded  temporarily  by  Colonel 
Wallace,  of  the  Fifteenth  Ohio,  but  was  after- 
ward commanded  by  Colonel  W.  H.  Gibson, 
Forty-ninth  Ohio.  General  Kirk  becoming  dis- 
abled was  replaced  by  Colonel  Dodge,  Thirtieth 
Indiana,  while  the  Third  brigade  was  commanded 
by  Colonel  Baldwin.  These  four  Colonels  have 
demonstrated  their  fitness  for  command  on  sev- 
eral bloody  fields,  and  are  recommended  to  my 
superiors  for  promotion.  Their  coolness  and 
courage  rendered  them  conspicuous  throughout 
the  bloody  engagement  Major  Kleiu  and  his 
battalion  of  the  Third  Indiana  cavalry,  deserve 
special  mention  ;  under  their  gallant  leader,  tlio 
1  battalion  was  always  in  front,  and  rendered  effi- 
cient service. 

To  Captains  Barker,  Hooker,  Thurston,  and 
McLeland;  Lieutenants  Taft,  Hills,  and  Sheets, 
of  my  staff,  many  thanks  are  due  for  their  effi- 
ciency and  promptness  in  carrying  orders  to  all 
parts  of  the  field.  My  Medical  Director,  Surgeon 
Marks,  and  the  medical  officers  of  the  division, 
were  untiring  in  their  exertions  to  alleviate  the 
sufferings  of  the  wounded,  and  to  them  my  thanks 
are  due.  My  escort,  composed  of  tho  following 
named  men  of  the  Third  Kentucky  cavalry,  who 
accompanied  me  throughout  the  engagement, 
deserve  special  mention  for  their  good  con- 
duct: Sergeant  Win.  C.  Miles;  privates  Geo. 
Long,  Thomas  Salvers,  John  (Christian,  John 
Whitteu,  Jamea  Boweu,  \i.  Q.^v^^%\ft,\\\>  \L 
Novah. 


HOGADint  GENERAL  JOT.  a  DAY1S»  REPORT. 

HxAOQiumt  Futr  Drrano*,  Rmw  Wnra,  \ 
January  8, 186a  j 

Major  J.  A.  CampbeU,  Acting  A  diutard- General  : 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing report  of  tho  part  taken  by  the  division 
under  my  command,  in  the  recent  operations 
against  the  enemy's  forces  in  the  vicinity  of 
Triune  and  Murfreesboro : 

On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-sixth  ult,  in 
compliance  with  instructions  received  from  the 
General  commanding  the  rignt  wing,  I  broke  up 
camp  at  St.  James'  Chapel,  on  Mill  Creek,  and 
advanced  upon  Nolens ville  via  tho  Edmonson 
pike,  as  far  as  Prim's  blacksmith  shop ;  from 
thence  my  advance  was  over  a  rugged  country 
road,  rendered  almost  inipasHable  by  the  inces- 
sant rain  which  had  been  falling  in  torrents  dur- 
ing the  entire  morning. 

The  enemy's  pickets  were  discovered  by  ray 
cavalrv  escort  (composed  of  Company  B,  Thirty- 
s:xth  Illinois  volunteers,  under  command  of  Cap- 
tain Shirer),  within  a  few  miles  of  our  camp. 
This  small  force  of  cavalry  being  the  only 
mounted  force  under  our  command,  I  ordered 
them  to  the  front,  with  instructions  to  drive  in 
the  enemy's  pickets,  and  to  attack  him  on  his 
flanks  at  every  opportunity.  So  effectually  was 
this  done  that  the  infantry  and  artillery  were 
enabled  to  move  with  little  interruption  to 
within  a  mile  of  Nolensville.  By  this  time  I 
had  learned  from  reliable  information,  through 
citizens  as  well  as  cavalry  scouts,  that  the  enemy 
occupied  the  town  in  some  force  both  of  cavalry 
and  artillery. 

The  First  brigade,  consisting  of  the  -Twontv- 
second  Indiana.  Soventv-fourth.  Seventv-fifth. 


to  attacK  my  nans  rrom  mis  omn 
advanced  in  excellent  order,  driving 
before  him  until  ordered  to  fcak, 
lodged  the  enemy  from  his  postfna 
By  this  time  I  ascertained  that 
would  probably  make  another  eft 
our  advance  about  two  mflee  fart 
notwithstanding  it  was  late  in  the 
and  the  men  were  much  fatigued  fS 
day's  march  through  rain  and  mud. 
forego  the  opportunity  thuB  offer* 
them  another  chance  to  signalize  tfa 
and  endurance.  Ascertaining  the  en 
tion  as  well  as  I  could,  I  ordered  t 
Their  lines  were  soon  discovered, 
a  range  of  high  rocky  hills,  throng! 
Nolensville  and  Triune  pike  passe 
"  Knob's  Gap."  This  was  a  favoral 
to  the  enemy,  and  well  guarded  1 
which  opened  fire  at  long  range  u] 
lines. 

Hotchki88,  and  Pinney's  batteries  i 
brought  into  action  and  opened  fin 
lin's  brigade  charged  the  battery, 
heights  in  his  front  and  captured  two 
brigade  carried  the  heights  on  the 
road  with  but  little  resistance,  whft 
brigade  drove  in  the  enemy's  ski 
the  extreme  right 

The  day  had  now  closed,  and  I 
troops  to  bivouac  in  accordance  1 
tions  from  the  General  commanding 
at  this  time  upon  the  ground,  fol£ 
erals  Sheridan's  and  Johnson's  divi 

The  steady  courage  and  soldi* 
played  on  this  occasion  by  both 
men,  gave  ample  assurance  of  * 
expected  of  them  in  tho  comiq 
Murfreesboro. 
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ince,  soon  reported  the  road  clear, 
was  resumed  without  obstruo 
>  entire  command  reached  the 
2,  six  miles  from  Murfreesboro. 
.  bivouacked  during  the  night  at 
k,  three  and  a  half  miles  from 
the  left  brigade  resting  on  the 
e.  On  the  morning  of  the  thir- 
ision  moved  forward  and  took 
leral  Sheridan's  right,  about  three 
south  of  and  parallel  to  the  Wil- 
.  which  position  it  remained  until 
.  m.  A  few  companies  of  skir- 
n  to  the  front,  in  a  skirt  of  timber 
nd  those  of  the  enemy,  and  for 
a  brisk  skirmish  was  kept  up 
esults. 

'clock  p.  m.,  the  General  command- 
i  general  advance  of  the  whole 
3  enemy  seemed  at  first  disposed 
with  his  skirmishers ;  gradually, 
both  parties  strengthened  their 
ishers,  the  contest  became  more 
r  main  lines  steadily  advanced, 
I  holding  the  ground  gained  by 
s,  until  about  half  an  hour  before 
he  enemy's  position  was  plainly 
nning  diagonally  across  the  old 
and  Franklin  road.   The  enemy's 

announced  our  close  proximity 

Carpenter's  and  Hotchkiss's  bat- 
on brought  into  opposition  and 
Woodruffs  and  Carlin's  brigades 
Felt  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  main 
mded  in  the  most  gallant  manner, 
ide,  moving  steadily  forward  on 
r  a  most  obstinate  resistance  on 
)  enemy,  succeeded  in  driving  his 
>m  a  strong  position  in  our  front, 
to  retire  upon  their  main  lines. 
Dught  a  close  to  the  conflict  Re- 
ons  at  this  time,  froln  General  Mc- 
t  from  any  further  offensive  de- 
3 an  what  might  be  necessary 
position,  1  ordered  the  troops 

night  on  their  arms.  Two  bri- 
ral  Johnson's  division,  heretofore 
s,  arrived  and  took  position  on  my 
inset,  thus  extending  our  line  of 

the  old  Franklin  and  Murfrees- 
hese  brigades  were  commanded 
rillich  and  Kirk. 

assed  off  quietly  until  about  day- 
e  enemy's  forces  were  observed 

to  be  in  motion.  Their  object 
wever,  with  certainty  be  deter- 
ar  sunrise,  when  a  vigorous  attack 
in  Willich's  and  Kirk's  brigades, 
teemed  not  to  have  been  fully  pre- 
issault,  and,  with  little  or  no  resist- 
from  their  position,  leaving  their 
)  hands  of  the  enemy.  This  left 
ide  exposed  to  a  flank  movement, 
amy  was  now  rapidly  executing, 

me  to  order  Post's  brigade  to  fail 
illy  change  its  front  Simultane- 


ous with  this  movement  the  enemy  commenced 
a  heavy  and  very  determined  attack  on  both 
Carlin's  and  Woodruff's  brigades. 

These  brigades  were  fully  prepared  for  the 
attack,  and  received  it  with  veteran  courage. 
The  conflict  was  fierce  in  the  extreme  on  both 
sides.  Our  loss  was  heavy,  and  that  of  the  ene- 
my no  less.  It  was,  according  to  my  observa- 
tions, the  best  contested  point  of  the  day,  and 
would  have  been  held  but  for  the  overwhelming 
force  moving  so  persistently  against  my  right 
Carlin  finding  his  right  flank  being  severely 
pushed  and  threatened  with  being  turned, 
ordered  his  troops  to  retire.  Woodruffs  brigade 
succeeded  in  repulsing  the  enemy,  and  holding 
its  position  until  the  withdrawal  of  the  troops 
on  both  its  flanks  compelled  it  to  retire. 

Pinney's  battery,  which  was  posted  in  an  open 
field  upon  my  extreme  right,  and  ordered  to  be 
supported  by  a  part  of  Post's  brigade,  now 
opened  a  destructive  fire  upon  the  enemy's 
advancing  lines.  This  gallant  and  distinguished 
battery,  supported  by  the  Twenty-second  Indiana 
and  Fifty-ninth  Illinois  regiments,  together  with 
a  brigade  of  General  Johnson's  division,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Baldwin  (Sixth  Indiana  vol- 
unteers), for  a  short  time  brought  the  enemy  to 
a  check  on  our  right  Hotchkiss's  battery  had 
also,  by  this  time,  taken  an  excellent  position 
near  the  Wilkinson  pike,  so  as  to  command  the 
enemy's  approach  across  a  large  cotton-field  in 
his  front,  over  which  he  was  now  advancing. 
The  infantry,  however,  contrary  to  expectations, 
failed  to  support  thii  battery,  and  after  firing  a 
few  rounds  was  forced  to  retire.  In  accordance 
with  instructions  received  during  the  night,  an- 
nouncing the  plan  of  operations  for  the  day,  I 
desisted  from  any  further  attempts  to  engage 
the  enemy  except  by  skirmishers  thrown  to  the 
rear  for  that  purpose,  until  my  lines  had  reached 
within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  the  Nashville 
and  Murfreesboro  pikes,  when  I  again  deter- 
mined to  re-form  my  lines  to  resist  his  further 
advance.  To  this  order  but  few  of  the  regi- 
ments responded,  their  ranks  being  much  thin- 
ned bv  killed  and  wounded,  and  not  a  few 
availed  themselves  of  the  favorable  opportunity 
offered  by  the  dense  woods  through  which  we 
were  compelled  to  pass,  to  skulk  like  cowards 
from  the  ranks. 

The  reserve  force  hero  moved  to  the  front, 
and  relieved  my  command  from  any  further  par- 
ticipation in  the  engagement  until  late  in  the 
afternoon,  when,  in  compliance  with  instructions, 
I  took  position  on  the  right  My  skirmishers 
were  immediately  thrown  out,  and  soon  engaged 
the  enemy's,  until  night  brought  a  close  to  hos- 
tilities for  the  day. 

Dining  the  first  and  second  of  January,  the 
division  occupied  this  position  in  skirmishing 
with  the  enemy's  pickets  until  late  in  the  after- 
noon of  the  second,  when  I  received  orders  from 
General  Rosecrans  to  hasten  to  the  support  of  a 
part  of  General  Crittenden's  command,  who  had 
been  some  t\m&  YioWy  wsssiajj 
across  the  rivet,  on  crox 
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Moving  as  rapidly  as  possible  across  the  river 
to  the  field  of  battle,  I  found  our  gallant  troops 
forcing  the  enemy  back  on  his  reserves.  The 
brigade  of  Colonel  Woodruff,  being  in  the 
advance,  only  arrived  in  time  to  participate  in 
the  general  engagement 

After  relieving  the  troops  of  General  Palmer 
and  Colonel  Beatty,  and  particularly  the  brigade 
of  Colonel  Hazen,  which  had  so  nobly  vindicated 
their  courage  in  the  then  closing  conflict,  I 
ordered  a  heavy  line  of  skirmishers  to  be  thrown 
out.  The  enemy's  lines  were  soon  encountered, 
and  a  renewal  of  the  engagement  seemed  immi- 
nent. A  few  rounds  of  grape  and  canister  from 
one  of  our  batteries,  however,  caused  them  to 
withdraw,  and  night  again  brought  a  cessation 
of  hostilities. 

During  the  night  I  disposed  of  my  troops  in 
such  manner  as  would  best  enable  me  to  repel 
an  attack,  and,  in  compliance  with  instructions, 
I  directed  rifle-pits  and  breastworks  to  be  thrown 
up.   This  was  done,  and  morning  found  us  well 

Srepared  for  any  emergency,  either  offensive  or 
efensive. 

The  following  day  (third  of  January),  consid- 
erable skirmishing  was  kept  up  without  abate- 
ment, from  early  in  the  morning  until  dark. 
During  the  night,  I  received  orders  from  General 
Crittenden  to  withdraw  my  command  from  the 
east  bank  of  the  river,  and  to  report  with  it  to 
General  McCook. 

This  movement  was  executed  between  one 
and  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  during  which 
time  the  rain  fell  incessantly.  The  pickets 
about  this  time  reported  the  enemy  as  having 
been  very  active  in  their  movements  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  night,  and  their  convictions 
that  Le  was  evacuating  his  position.  Further 
observations  made  after  daylight  proved  this  to 
be  the  case. 

The  following  list  of  casualties  shows  a  loss  in 
the  division  during  the  several  engagements 
above  described,  as  follows : 


OFFICERS. 

Killed   16 

Wounded   34 

Missing   2 — 


62 


ENLISTED  MEN. 

Killed  176 

Wounded   784 

Missing   399—1,359 


Total 


.1,411 


This  division  lost  three  pieces  of  artillery, 
and  captured  two.  In  the  list  of  officers  killed, 
are  the  names  of  Colonel  Stem,  One  Hundred 
and  First  Ohio ;  Colonel  Williams,  Twenty-fifth 
Illinois ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wooster,  One  Hun- 
dred and  First  Ohio ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Mc- 
Kee,  Fifteenth  Wisconsin;  Captain  Carpenter, 
Eiehth  Wisconsin  battery,  and  Captain  McCul- 
locn,  Second  Kentucky  cavaly,  of  my 


The  history  of  the  war  will  record  m 
names,  and  the  country  will  monrn  ti 
no  more  devoted  patriots  than  these. 

Among  the  wounded  are  Colonel  i 
Twenty-first  Illinois ;  LientenantOoloi 
Twenty-second  Indiana ;  Captain  Pirn 
Wisconsin  battery,  and  Captain  Awti 
Assistant  AdjutantrGenerat,  on  the  m 
onel  Woodruff,  whose  names  it  aJfarii 
cial  gratification  to  mention. 

From  the  twenty-sixth  of  December, 
close  of  the  engagement  on  the  fourth 
ary,  at  Mnrfreesboro,  no  entire  diyek] 
the  division  or  some  portion  of  it  dx 
gago  the  enemy.  During  a  great  pi 
time  the  weather  was  excessively  moe 
the  troops  suffered  much  from  expo 
heavy  list  of  casualties  and  much  m 
unavoidable  under  the  circumstancea 

It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  bed 
port  the  cheerful  and  soldier-like  ■ 
which  these  hardships  and  privations' 
dured  by  the  troops  throughout  lb 
record,  and  the  country  reward,  their  d 

My  staff,  consisting  of  T.  W.  Morri 
ing  Assistant  Adjutant-General;  fa 
Pease,  Inspector-General ;  Captain  Xa 
Lieutenants  Frank  E.  Reynolds,  and  lb 
Dailey,  Aids-de-Camp ;  Surgeon  J.  L h 
ical  Director ;  Captain  Shriver,  Ordn 
cer ;  Lieutenant  R.  Plunket,  Prove* 
private  Frank  Clark,  Clerk  to  the  Ash 
jutant  General,  and  acting  Aid-ded 
ported  themselves  throughout  the  a 
paign,  as  well  as  on  the  battle-field,  n 
guished  zeal  and  conspicuous  gaQaotr 

While  expressing  my  high  regard  i 
bation  of  the  General  'commanding,  I 
tender  my  thanks  to  yourself.  Major, 
onel  Langdon,  Major  Bates,  Cantaini 
Williams,  and  Fisher,  of  his  staff,  for 
and  efficient  manner  in  which  the 
were  performed  by  them. 

During  the  several  engagements  ii 
division  participated,  my  subaltern 
tracted  my  admiration  by  their  cons 
lantry,  and  whose  names,  I  regret 
mentioned  in  this  report.    They  wil 
bered  in  future  recommendation  foi 
I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully 
Your  obedient  servant, " 
Jm.  C.  I 

Brigadier-Gam!, 
GENERAL  SHERIDAN'S  REPOK 

HRADQriKTKRS  TlIIRD  DlTBIOX,  RMB 

Cutr  ox  8toxb  Rrra.  Tu  n  i— ■ 

Mqjor  J.  A.  CampbeO,  AOfuku04 
Chief  of  Staff  : 
Major:  In  obedience  to instruct* 
headquarters  of  the  right  wing,  I  ha1 
to  report  the  following  as  the  open 
&\Nwm,fvom  the  twenty-sixth  day  o 


lULu,  reuuiiu  jteniucKy  cavaiy,  oi  my  awn,>mo«fe  \  awws^trom  trie  twenty-sixth  day  a 
noble  deeds  of  valor  on  the  ne\&,na©.  *&<i*Ay \  \o  ^  *vxSk \ 
placed  their  names  on  the  AieV.  oi  \srave  meiiA    Oa.       ^^ifts-vcsSb.  \*£»b 
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S,  near  Nashville,  on  tlio  Nolensville 
ie  direction  of  Nolensville.   At  the 
_  of  Mill  Greek  the  enemy's  cavalry  mode 
resistance,  but  were  soon  routed,  one  pri- 
id  one  Lieutenant  of  the  enemy  being 


approaching  Nolensville,  I  received  a  mes- 
xVom  General  Davis,  who  had  arrived  at 
iville,  via  the  Edmonson  pike,  that  the 
_  '  were  in  considerable  force  on  his  front, 
requesting  mo  to  support  him. 
l  ue  arrival  of  the  head  of  my  .division  at 
ak&enoville,  General  Davis  advanced  upon  the 
jeimy^  position  about  two  miles  south  of  that 
mLom9  supported  by  my  division.  The  enemy 
id  here  made  a  Btand  in  a  gap  of  the  moun- 
Itib,  but  after  a  sharp  conflict  with  General 
ia*e  command,  were  routed  and  one  piece  of 
captured. 

the  next  day  (twenty-seventh)  I  supported 
2^*<M"aI  Johnson's  division  in  its  advance  on 
"where  the  enemy  were  supposed  to  be 

town  was  taken  possession  of  after  a 
rJJSTlifc  resistance,  the  main  portion  of  their 
Y?***  having  evacuated  the  place. 

the  twenty-eighth  I  encamped  at  Triune, 
twenty-ninth  I  supported  General  Davis's 
^■X^^xm,  which  had  the  advance  from  Triune  on 
i^?*  ^Veeeboro,  encamping  that  night  at  Wilkin- 
t"^?  *  Cross-roads,  from  which  point  there  is 

^?jpd  turnpike  to  Murfreesboro. 
^^^T*^  the  ne^rt  day  (thirtieth)  I  took  the  advance 
^^2*ie  right  wing  on  this  turnpike,  toward  Mur- 
c^^^^lwro.  General  Stanley  with  a  regiment  of 
^*alry  having  been  thrown  in  advance. 
Ajter  arriving  at  a  point  about  three  miles 
^T^tn  Murfreesboro,  the  enemy's  infantry  pickets 
encountered  and  driven  back,  their  num- 
■wv- ■  constantly  increasing  until  I  had  arrived 
^ithin  about  two  miles  and  a  quarter  of  Mur- 
^eesboro.   At  this  point  the  resistance  was  so 
strong  as  to  require  two  regiments  to  drive 
them.   I  was  here  directed  by  Major-Gcneral 
McCook  to  form  my  line  of  battle  and  place  my 
artillery  in  position.   My  line  was  formed  on 
the  right  of  the  pike  anS  obliquely  to  it,  four 
regiments  to  the  front  with  a  second  lino  of  four 
regiments,  within  short  supporting  distance,  in 
the  rear,  with  a  reserve  of  one  brigade,  in  col- 
umn of  regiments,  to  the  rear  and  opposite  the 
centre.   General  Davis  was  then  ordered  to 
close  in  and  form  on  my  right,  the  enemy  all 
this  time  keeping  up  a  heavy  artillery  and  mus- 
ketry lire  upon  my  skirmishers. 

The  enemy  continued  to  occupy,  with  their 
skirmishers,  a  heavy  belt  of  timber  to  the  right 
and  front  of  my  line,  and  across  some  open 
fields,  and  near  where  the  left  of  General  Davis's 
division  was  intended  to  rest  General  Davis 
was  then  directed  by  Major-General  McCook  to 
swing  his  division,  and  I  was  directed  to  swing 
my  right  brigade  with  it  until  our  continuous 
line  would  front  nearly  due  east  This  would 
give  us  possession  of  the  timber  above  alluded 
to,  and  which  was  occupied  by  the  enemy's 


skirmishers  in  considerable  force.  This  move- 
ment was  successfully  executed,  after  a  stub- 
born resistance  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  in 
which  they  used  one  battery  of  artillery.  This 
battery  was  silenced  in  a  very  short  time  by 
Bush's  and  Hescock's  batteries,  of  my  division, 
and  two  of  the  enemy's  pieces  disabled. 

At  sundown  I  had  taken  up  my  position,  my 
right  resting  in  the  timber,  my  left  on  the  Wilk- 
inson pike,  my  reserve  brigade  of  four  regi- 
ments to  the  rear  and  opposite  the  centre. 

The  killed  and  wounded  during  the  day  was 
seventy-five  men.  General  Davis's  left  was 
closed  in  on  my  right,  and  his  line  thrown  to 
the  rear,  so  that  it  formed  nearly  a  right  angle 
with  mine.  General  Xegley's  division,  of  Thom- 
as's corps,  was  immediately  on  my  left,  his  right 
resting  on  the  left  hand  side  of  the  Wilkinson 
pike.  t 

The  enemy  appeared  to  be  in  strong  force  in 
a  heavy  cedar- wood,  across  an  open  valley  in 
my  front  and  parallel  to  it,  the  cedar  extending 
the  whole  length  of  the  valley,  the  distance 
across  the  valley  varying  from  three  hundred  to 
four  hundred  yards. 

At  two  o'clock  on  t)fb  morning  of  the  thirty- 
first,  General  Sill,  who  had  command  of  my 
right  brigade,  reported  great  activity  on  the 
part  of  the  enemy  immediately  in  his  front. 
This  being  the  narrowest  point  in  the  valley,  I 
was  fearful  that  an  attack  might  occur  at  that 
point.  I  therefore  directed  two  regiments  from 
the  reserve  to  report  to  General  Sill,  who  placed 
them  in  position  in  very  short  supporting  dis- 
ance  of  his  lines. 

At  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  division 
was  assembled  under  arms,  and  the  cannoniers 
at  their  pieces.   About  fifteen  minutes  after 
seven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  enemy  ad- 
vanced to  the  attack  across  an  open  cotton  field 
on  Sill's  front.   This  column  was  opened  on  by 
Hush's  battery,  of  Sill's  brigade,  which  had  a 
direct  fire  on  its  front ;  also  by  Hescock's  and 
Houghtaling's  batteries,  which  had  an  oblique 
fire  on  their  front,  from  a  commanding  position 
near  the  centre  of  my  line.   The  effect  of  this 
fire  upon  tho  enemy's  columns  was  terrible. 
The  enemy,  however,  continued  to  advance 
until  they  had  reached  nearly  the  edge  of  the 
timber,  when  they  were  opened  upon  by  Sill's 
infantry  at  a  range  of  not  over  fifty  yards.  The 
destruction  to  the  enemy's  column,  which  was 
closed  in  mass,  being  several  regiments  in 
depth,  was  terrible.   For  a  short  time  they 
withstood  the  fire,  wavered,  then  broke  and 
ran ;  still  directing  his  troops  to  charge,  which 
was  gallantly  responded  to,  and  the  enemv 
driven  back  across  the  valley  and  behind  their 
I  intrenchments.   In  this  charge  I  had  the  mis- 
I  fortune  to  lose  General  Sill,  who  was  killed. 
I    The  brigade  then  fell  back  in  good  order  and 
j  renewed  its  original  lines.   The  enemy  soon 
rallied  and  advanced  to  the  attack  on  my  ex- 
!  treme  right,  and  in  front  of  Colonel  Woodruff^ 
■  of  Daviss  &\v\su>t\.  ^wtavtanata&s  *  "fc^ 

|  brigade  of  Co\oneA^owk\yS.  ^ks^vj  <su*> 
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regiment  of  Sill's  brigade,  which  was  in  the 
second  line.  This  regiment  fell  back  some  dis- 
tance into  the  open  held  and  then  rallied,  its 
place  being  occupied  by  a  third  regiment  of  my 
reserve.  At  this  time  the  enemy,  who  had 
attacked  on  the  extreme  right  of  our  wing, 
against  Johnson,  and  also  on  Davis's  front,  had 
-been  successful,  and  the  two  divisions  on  my 
right  were  retiring  in  great  confusion,  closely 
followed  by  the  enemy,  completely  turning  my 
position,  and  exposing  my  line  to  a  fire  from  the 
rear.  I  hastily  withdrew  the  whole  of  Sills 
brigade,  and  the  three  regiments  sent  to  sup- 
port it,  at  the  same  time  directing  Colonel  Rob- 
erts, of  the  left  brigado,  who  had  changed  front 
and  formed  in  column  of  regiments,  to  charge 
the  enemy  in  the  timber  from  which  I  had  with- 
drawn three  regiments.  This  was  very  gal- 
lantly done  by  Colonel  Roberts,  who  captured 
one  piece  of  the  enemy's  artillery,  which  nad  to 
be  abandoned. 

In  the  meantime  I  had  formed  Sill's  and  Shaef- 
fer's  brigades  on  a  line  at  right  angles  to  my 
first  line,  and  behind  the  three  batteries  of 
artillery,  which  were  placed  in  a  fine  position, 
directing  Colonel  Roberts  to  return  and  form  on 
the  new  line.  I  then  made  an  unavailing  at- 
tempt to  form  the  troops  on  my  right  in  this 
line,  in  front  of  which  there  were  open  fields 
through  which  tho  enemy  was  approaching 
under  a  heavy  fire  from  Hcscock's,  IIo ugh  til- 
ing's, and  Bush's  batteries. 

After  the  attempt  had  proved  to  be  entirely 
unsuccessful,  and  my  right  was  again  turned, 
General  MeCook  directed  mc  to  advance  to  tho 
front  and  form  on  the  right  of  Ncgley.  This 
movement  was  successfully  accomplished,  under 
a  heavy  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery,  every 
regiment  of  mine  remaining  unbroken. 

1  took  position  on  Neglcy's  right,  Roberts' 
brigade  having  been  placed  in  position  at  right 
angles  to  Negley's  line,  facing  to  the  south,  the 
other  two  brigades  being  placed  to  the  rear  and 
at  right  angles  with  Roberts',  and  facing  the 
west,  covering  the  rear  of  Negley's  lines.  I 
then  directed  Hough taling's  battery  to  take 

edition  at  the  angle  of  these  two  lines.  Captain 
escock  sending  one  section  of  his  battery, 
under  Lieutenant  Taliaferro,  and  one  section  of 
Bush's  battery,  to  the  same  point ;  the  remaining 
pieces  of  Hoscock's  and  Bush's  batteries  were 
placed  on  the  right  of  Neglcy's  line,  facing  to- 
ward Murfree8boro.  In  this  position  I  was 
immediately  attacked,  when  one  of  the  bitterest 
and  most  sanguinary  contests  of  tho  whole  day 
occurred. 

General  Cheatham's  division  advanced  on 
Roberts'  brigade,  and  heavy  masses  of  the 
enemy  with  three  batteries  of  artillery  ad- 
vanced over  the  open  ground  which  I  had 
occupied  in  the  previous  part  of  the  engage- 
ment, at  tho  same  time  the  enemy  opening 
from  their  intrenchments  in  the  direction  of 
Murfreesboro. 


"".,.T 


batteries  being  not  over  two  hundred  j¥» 
In  these  attacks  Roberts*  brigade  bis  ft  ... 
lant  commander,  who  was  killed. 

There  was  no  sign  of  faltering  wiih  at  at, 
the  only  cry  being  for  more  ammonias,  tla\ 
unfortunately,  could  not  be  supplied  on  mow 
of  the  discomfiture  of  the  troops  on  t»  tjsj 
of  our  wing,  which  allowed  the  enemy  toon 
in  and  capture  our  ammunition  am 

Shaeffer's  brigade  being  entirety  ottda. 
munition,  I  directed  them  to  fix  bajaussi 
await  the  enemy.  Roberts'  brigade,  wWw 
nearly  out  of  ammunition,  I  directed  to  al  ha 
resisting  tho  enemy.  Captain  Houghafcfck* 
ing  exhausted  all  his  ammunition,  trims' 
the  horses  of  his  battery  having  been  tiki* 
tempted,  with  the  assistance  of  the  ra,visV 
draw  his  pieces  by  hand. 

Lieutenant  Taliaferro,  commanding  fenda 
of  Hescock's  battery,  having  been kiBaifli 
several  of  his  horses  shot,  his  twopkceiw 
brought  off  by_ his  sergeant  with  the  wsfcft 
of  the  men.   The  difficulty  of  witfcdnri|fc 
artillery  hero  became  very  great,  tfct  gN* 
being  rocky  and  covered  with  a  dew  pari 
of  cedar.   Hough  taling's  battery  had  totofe 
doncd,  and  also  two  pieces  of  Bn&ibJB! 
Tho  remaining  pieces  of  artillery  in  the  fins 
were  brought  through  the  cedars  wiikp* 
difficulty,  under  a  terrible  fire  from  toes*, 
on  to  the  open  space  on  the  Murfrewbon  lift, 
near  the  right  of  General  Palmer's  diram.  \ 
coming  through  the  cedars  two  regiMBs?- 
Shaeffers  brigade  succeeded  in  oDtaimi$* 
munition,  and  were  immediately  put  iu  fast- 
resist  the  enemy,  who  appeared  to  be  diiriBfc 
our  entire  lines. 

On  arriving  at  the  open  space  I  was  draft* 
by  Major-Genoral  Rosecrans  to  take  thee*  ff 
regiments  and  put  them  into  action  on  the  rip* 
of  rainier  8  division,  where  the  enemy  wk 
pressing  heavily.   The  two  regiments  wesii 
very  gallantly,  driving  the  enemy  from  the  on 
timber  and  some  distance  to  the  front.  Atw 
same  time  I  put  four  pieces  of  Hescock'ita- 
tery  into  action  near  by  and  on  the  same  box 
The  other  two  regiments  of  Shaeffer's  brigade 
and  the  Thirty-sixth  Illinois,  of  Sill's  hripsi 
were  directed  to  cross  the  railroad,  where  dfcj 
could  obtain  ammunition.    I  then,  by  direct  * 
of  Major-General  McCook,  withdrew  tiw  tv> 
regiments  that  had  been  placed  on  die  right  of 
Palmer's  division,  also  Captain  Hescock  s  piec* 
that  point  having  been  given  up  to  the  ecem.v 
in  the  re-arrangement  of  our  lines. 

These  regiments  of  Shaeffer's  brigade  broK 
supplied  themselves  with  sonmnnition,  I  pit  u 
into  action,  by  direction  of  Major-General  W- 
crans,  directly  to  the  front  and  right  of  Granl 
Wood's  division,  on  the  left  hand  side  of  fo 
railroad. 

The  brigade  advanced  through  a  dump 
timber,  and  took  position  on  the  edge  of  a  a* 


urfreesboro.  \\u\\fo\d,<iUtt&  uoon  the  enemy's  lines,  relief 

The  contest  then  became*  temYAe.  TV**  $\n*^ 
my  made  three  attacks  awl  veie  ftvcea         \ w\A«t  v>.\v»aw^  V"^vKfeVc^^<a«osv 
repulsed,  the  artillery  rango  of  \ke>  tv^OlvW     Kttt&a  ^vcAAW*.^  ^^^Na^>ob^» 
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nder,  Colonel  Shaeffer,  who  was  killed, 
"brigade,  remaining  in  this  position  until 
-  it  had  expended  its  ammunition,  was  with- 
•n  to  the  rear  of  this  timber,  when  it  was 
i  •applied,  and  joined  by  the  Thirty-sixth 
I  was  here  directed  by  General  Rose- 
i  to  form  a  close  column  of  attack  and  charge 
moony  should  they  again  come  down  on  the 
aa  pound. 

^jne  remaining  portion  of  the  evening  this 
"    at  brigade  remained  in  close  column  of 
Mats,  and  under  fire  of  the  enemy's  bat- 
«  which  killed  about  twenty  of  tlio  men  by 
1  shot   In  the  meantime,  Colonel  Roberts' 
d>  which  had  come  out  of  the  cedars  un- 

fe  was  put  into  action  by  General  McCook 

g jpoint  a  short  distance  to  the  rear,  where  the 
threatened  our  communications  on  the 
TSj&eesboro  pike. 

» brigade,  having  but  three  or  four  rounds 
^•jjfcmiiinition,  cheerfully  went  into  action,  gal- 
XS*^  charged  the  enemy,  routing  them,  recap- 
two  Pjeces  of  artillery,  and  taking  forty 

[2*?*ner8.  rout  °^  *°  enemv  at  th*8  point 
■^J^fcTes  special  consideration,  as  they  had  nearly 
^^^Sjjfeed  the  Murfreesboro  pike. 

the  night  of  the  thirty-first  I  was  placed 
^^^tarition  on  the  Murfreesboro  pike,  facing 
ifcJ^Sij       on       ground  where  Roberts'  bn- 
had  charged  the  enemy,  General  Davis 
on  mJ  rignt 
On  me  first  of  January  heavy  skirmish  fight- 
>^jfc  with  occasional  artillery  shots  on  both  sides, 
kept  up  till  about  throe  o'clock  p.  m.,  when 
^  charge  was  mado  by  a  brigade  of  the  enemy 
tJU  my  position.   This  was  handsomely  repulsed, 
l&d  one  officer  and  eighty-five  men  of  the  enemy 
aptured.   Colonel  Walker's  brigade,  of  Thomas, 
corps,  was  also  placed  under  my  command  tem- 
porarily, having  a  position  on  my  left,  where  the 
same  character  of  fighting  was  kept  up. 

On  the  second  of  January  Colonel  Walker  sus- 
tained two  heavy  attacks,  which  he  gallantly 
repulsed.  On  the  third  skirmishing  took  place 
throughout  the  day.  On  the  fourth  all  was  quiet 
in  front,  the  enemy  having  disappeared.  On  the 
fifth  nothing  of  importance  occurred,  and  on 
the  sixth  I  moved  my  division  to  its  present  camp 
on  Stone  River,  three  miles  south  of  Murfrees- 
boro on  the  Shelbyville  pike. 

I  trust  that  the  General  commanding  is  satis- 
fied with  my  division.  It  fought  bravely  and 
welL  The  loss  of  Houghtalinjr's  battery  and 
one  section  of  Bush's  was  unavoidable.  All  the 
horses  were  shot  down  or  disabled,  Captain 
Houghtaling  wounded,  and  Lieutenant  Taliaferro 

My  division,  alone  and  unbroken,  made  a  gal- 
lant stand  to  protect  the  right  flank  of  our  army, 
being  all  that  remained  of  the  right  wing.  Had 
my  ammunition  held  out  I  would  not  have  fallen 
back,  although  such  were  my  orders  if  hard 
pressed.  As  it  was,  this  determined  stand  of 
my  troops  gave  time  for  a  re-arrangement  of  our 
lines. 

The  (Vi  vision  mourns  the  loss  of  Sill,  Shaeffer, 
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and  Roberts.  They  were  all  instantly  killed, 
and  at  the  moment  when  their  gallant  brigades 
were  charging  the  enemy.  Tney  were  true 
soldiers — prompt  and  brave. 

On  the  death  of  these  officers,  respectively, 
Colonel  Grensel,  Thirty-sixth  Illinois,  took  com- 
mand of  Sills  brigade ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lai- 
bold,  Second  Missouri,  of  Shaeffer's, and  Colonel 
Bradley,  of  Roberts'  brigade.  These  officers 
behaved  gallantly  throughout  the  day. 

It  is  also  my  sad  duty  to  record  the  death  of 
Colonel  F.  A.  Harrington,  of  the  Twenty-seventh 
Illinois,  who  fell  heroically  leading  his  regiment 
to  the  charge. 

I  refer,  with  pride  to  the  splendid  conduct, 
bravery,  and  efficiency  of  the  folio  wine  regi- 
mental commanders,  and  the  officers  and  men 
of  their  respective  commands : 

Colonel  F.  T.  Sherman,  Eighty-eighth  Illinois. 

Major  F.  Ehrler,  Second  Missouri. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  John  Weber,  Fifteenth 
Missouri. 

Captain  W.  W.  Barrett,  Forty-fourth  Illinois, 
(wounded). 

Major  W.  A.  Preston,  Seventy-third  Illinois 
(wounded). 

Major  Silas  Miller,  of  the  Thirty-sixth  Illinois 
(wounded  and  a  prisoner). 

Captain  P.  C.  Olcsun,  Thirty-sixth  Illinois. 

Major  E.C.  Hubbard,  Twenty-fourth  Wisconsin. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  McCreery,  Twenty-first 
Michigan. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  N.  H.  Walworth,  Forty- 
second  Illinois. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  F.  Swannick,  Twenty-sec- 
ond Illinois  (wounded  and  a  prisoner). 

Captain  Samuel  Johnson,  Twenty-second  Illi- 
nois. 

Major  W.  A.  Schmitt,  Twenty-seventh  Illinois. 

Captain  Wesoott,  Fifty-first  Illinois. 

I  respectfully  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Gen- 
eral commanding,  the  good  conduct  of  Captain 
Hescock,  Chief  of  Artillery,  whoso  services 
were  almost  invaluable.  Also,  Captains  Hough- 
tailing  and  Bush,  and  the  officers  and  men  of 
their  batteries. 

Surgeon  D.  J.  Griffitlis,  Medical  Director  of  my 
division,  and  Doptor  McArthur,  of  the  Board  of 
Medical  Examiners  of  Illinois,  were  most  assid- 
uous in  their  care  of  the  wounded. 

Major  H.  F.  Dietz,  Provost  Marshal;  Captain 
Morhardt,  Topographical  Engineer  ;  Lieutenant 
George  Lee,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General ; 
Lieutenants  A.  M.  Denning,  Frank  H.  Allen,  E. 
W.  DeBruin,  J.  L.  Forman,  and  So  ward,  Aids- 
de-Camp,  officers  of  my  staff,  were  of  the  great- 
est service  to  me,  delivering  my  orders  faith- 
fully, and  promptly  discharging  the  duties  of 
their  respective  positions. 

The  ammunition  train  above  alluded  to  as 
captured,  was  retaken  from  the  enemy  by  the 

good  conduct  of  Captain  Thurston.  Ordnance 
officer  of  the  corps,  and  Lieutenant  Douglas, 
Ordnance  Officer  of  my  division,  who,  with 
Sergeant  Cooper  <at  my  ^iyrt,Ta^&.^A«faMt£ 
glers  and  drove  oft  \3h&  cuktcs'*  wi^rj * 
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The  following  is  the  total  of  casualties  in  the 
division : 

OFFICKRfi. 

Killed   15 

Wounded   38 

Missing   11 —  64 

ENLISTED  MEN. 

Kffled  223 

Wounded  943 

Missing  400—1,566 


Total. 


 1,630 

Of  the  eleven  officers  and  four  hundred  en- 
listed men  missing,  many  are  known  to  be 
wounded  and  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

Prisoners  were  captured  from  the  enemy  by 
my  division,  as  follows : 

Majors   1 

Captains   1 

Lieutenants   3 

Enlisted  men   216 


Totid. 


221 


I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  Sheridan, 
Brigadier-Genera],  commanding. 

GENERAL  JAMES  8.  NEG LEY'S  REPORT. 

Hbabquakter*  Ekibth  Dmsioif,  \ 
MuKFRmntoiio,  January  8, 1M&  J 

Major  George  E.  Flynt,  Chief  of  Staff: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  operations  of  the  troops  under  my 
command,  in  the  engagement  with  the  enemy 
on  Stone  River : 

On  Tuesday  morning,  December  thirtieth, 
1862,  the  Eighth  division,  composed  of  the 
Seventh  and  Twenty-ninth  brigades,  Schultz's, 
Marshall's  and  Wells'  batteries,  was  posted  on  a 
rolling  slope  of  the  west  bank  of  Stone  River, 
in  advance,  but  joining  the  extreme  right  of 
General  Crittenden's  line,  and  the  left  of  General 
McCook's. 

In  the  rear  and  on  the  right,  was  a  dense  ce- 
dar-wood with  a  broken,  rocky  surface.  From 
one  position,  several  roads  were  cut  through  the 
woods  in  our  rear,  by  which  to  bring  up  the 
artillery  and  ammunition  trains. 

In  front,  a  heavy  growth  of  oak  timber  ex- 
tended toward  the  river,  which  was  about  a 
mile  distant  A  narrow  thicket  diagonally 
crossed  our  left,  and  skirted  the  base  of  a  cul- 
tivated slope,  expanding  to  the  width  of  a  mile, 
as  it  approached  the  Nashville  pike. 

This  slope  afforded  the  enemy  his  command- 
ing position  (in  the  centre),  on  the  crest  of 
which  his  rifle-pits  extended  (with  intervals) 
from  the  oak  timber  immediately  in  my  front,  to 
the  Nashville  pike,  with  a  battery  of  four  Na- 
poleon and  two  iron  guua,  placed  m  -oomfton, 


Behind  this  timber,  on  the  river  boLfca 
emy  massed  his  columns,  for  the  morons 
the  next  day. 

His  skirmishers  were  driven  fan  ova* 
diate  front  after  a  sharp  contest;  mvbttfc 
Nineteenth  Illinois  and  Seventj-c^tt  h» 
sylvania  volunteers  displayed  adunfed 
ciency.  The  position  of  my  conmaaliabM 
under  a  heavy  fire,  until  darkneaj  tomsai 
the  skirmishing  in  our  front,  by  whtttsBK 
had  inflicted  considerable  loss  upon  bos* 
In  the  meantime,  General  SheridniMi 
came  up  and  formed  "  line  of  bttfe"  His) 
resting  on  my  right),  and  been  to  mm, 
driving  the  enemy,  until  he  haapssedam 
tre  nf  my  brigade. 

While  General  Sheridan  was  into  mam 
I  changed  my  front  slightly,  bearing  it  ■«* 
the  left,  to  avoid  masking  a  poruoaot  fterihA 
command. 

The  troops  remained  in  this  paaHkasik 
"  order  of  battle"  all  night,  cheerfiflr«H| 
the  cold  and  rain,  awaiting  the  monw«,» 
renew  the  contest 

Early  the  next  morning,  and  befcnfteta* 
fog  had  drifted  from  our  front,  the  enM  1 
strong  force,  attacked  General  McCoottaj* 
commencing  a  general  engagement,  «d 
creased  in  intensity  toward  his  left. 

Sheridan's  division  stood  its  ground  ss 
supported  by  the  Eighth  division,  rsprin 
driving  the  enemy  at  every  advance.  1 
The  enemy  stul  gained  ground  on  feu* 
McGook's  right,  ana  sue  ceeded  in  patKr- 
eral  batteries  in  position,  which  cared  i! 
right;  from  these,  and  the  battery  on  ay  it 
which  now  opened,  the  troops  were  export* 
a  converging  fire,  which  was  most  desuvfrt 
Houghtaling's,  Schultz's,  Marshall's,  Baft 
and  Wells'  batteries  were  all  ordered  intoirfft 
in  my  front,  pouring  destructive  volleys  «(bs* 
and  shell  into  the  advancing  columns  <n  fc 
enemy,  mowing  him  down  like  swaths  of  psa 

For  four  hours  the  Eighth  division,  vtti  ' 
portion  of  Sheridan's  and  Palmer's  diiissM 
maintained  their  position,  amid  a  lnuidcoe 
storm  of  lead  ana  iron,  strewing  the  grass 
with  their  heroic  dead. 

The  enemy,  maddened  to  desperation  tyik 
determined  resistance,  still  pressed  Arm 
fresh  troops,  concentrating  and  forming  ta 
in  a  concentric  line,  on  either  flank. 

By  eleven  o'clock,  Sheridan's  men,  with  A* 
ammunition  exhausted,  were  faffing  back.  Gen- 
eral Rousseau's  reserve  and  General  Falser  i 
division  had  retired  in  the  rear  of  the  cedsn,to 
form  a  new  line.  The  artillery  ainmunitloa 
expended,  that  of  the  infantry  reduced  toafc* 
rounds.  The  artillery  borate  were  nesnV  al 
killed  or  wounded ;  my  ammunition  traia  h*? 
been  sent  back,  to  avoid  capture;  a  be»*J 
column  of  the  enemy  was  m«w»Mi^g  directrr*1 
our  rear,  through  the  cedars.  C 
with  Generals  Rosecrane  and 


near  the  woods,  and  about  e^ut^mnd^eA  «rtax&$         n        "~-~rifrr^T  impossbfc 

from  my  position.  \*«  «J  wusmaaAVi         ^  ^tWo**** 
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y  making  a  hopeless,  fruitless  sacrifice 
lole  division. 

ire,  was  but  to  cut  our  way  through 
of  the  enemy.  The  order  was  given, 
ally  executed ;  driving  back  the  enemy 
rod  checking  his  approaching  columns 
ir. 

j  regiments  in  my  command  distin- 
biemselves  for  their  coolness  and  daring, 
/  halting  and  charring  the  enemy,  un- 
hering  fire  of  musketry, 
wenching  General  Rousseau's  line,  the 
of  regulars,  under  command  of  Major 
ny  request,  gallantly  charged  forward 
distance,  sustaining  a  severe  loss  in 
id  men,  in  the  effort 
s  Stanley  and  Miller  now  promptly 
their  brigades,  with  the  remaining 
)f  the  batteries,  and  took  position  on 
line,  as  designated  by  Major-General 

afterward,  the  Twenty-ninth  brigade 
•ed  to  the  left,  to  repel  an  attack  from 
f?s  cavalry  upon  the  trains, 
ops  remained  in  line  all  night  and  the 
in  "  order  of  battle"  until  noon,  when 
on  was  ordered  to  the  right  of  General 

lino,  in  expectation  of  an  attack  upon 

xt  day  {January  two)  at  one  o'clock 
?ommana  was  ordered  to  the  support 
1  Crittenden,  on  the  left,  and  took  posi- 
*  rear  of  the  batteries,  on  the  west  bank 
liver. 

three  p.  m.  a  strong  force  of  the  enemy, 
llery,  advanced  rapidly  upon  General 
)'s  division ;  which,  after  sustaining  a 
s  for  twenty  or  thirty  minutes,  fell  back 
erable  disorder;  the  enemy  pressing 
y  forward  to  the  river  bank, 
important  moment,  the  Eighth  division 
•eel  to  advance,  which  it  did  promptly ; 
rossing  the  river  and  charging  up  the 
lk  with  unflinching  bravery.  The 
rst,  Eighteenth,  Sixty-ninth,  and  Seven- 
Ohio,  Nineteenth  Illinois,  Eleventh 
Thirty-seventh  Iudiana,  and  Sevcnty- 
unsylvania  volunteers,  displaying  their 
mptness  and  gallantry.  Four  pieces  of 
no.  a  stand  of  colors  belonging  to  the 
xth  (rebel)  Tennessee,  were  captured 
nt  01  the  bayonet,  also  a  large  number 
rs ;  the  enemy  retreatiug  in  disorder. 
3per  to  mention  here,  that  the  artillery 
>f  Schults's,  MendenhalTB,  Standards, 
axshairs,  and  Stokes'  batteries,  which 
ig  temporarily  under  my  orders,  in  this 
nt,  was  highly  satisfactory ,  giving  the 
sat  tribulation. 

aptness  displayed  bv  Captain  Stokes, 
ig  his  battery  into  action  by  my  orders, 
efficient  manner  with  which  it  was 
fords  additional  evidence  of  his  marked 
d  bravery  as  an  officer  and  patriot  In 
connection,  I  feel  permitted  to  speak 
lentarj  terms  of  the  gallant  Morton, 


and  his  pioneer  brigade,  which  marched  for- 
ward under  a  scathing  fire,  to  the  support  of  my 
division. 

The  enemy  having  fallen  back  to  his  intrench- 
ments,  my  division  re-crossed  the  river  and 
resumed  its  former  position. 

On  the  evening  of  the  fourth,  the  Twenty-  % 
ninth  brigade  was  moved  forward  to  the  north 
bank  of  Stone  River,  near  the  railroad,  as  an 
advanced  force.  On  the  same  day,  General 
Spears'  First  Tennessee  brigade  was  assigned  to 
the  Eighth  division.  This  brigade  distinguished 
itself  on  the  evening  of  the  second,  in  a  des- 
perate charge  on  the  enemy.  On  the  morning  of 
the  fifth,  I  was  ordered  to  take  command  of  the 
advance,  and  pursue  the  enemy  toward  Mur- 
frocsboro. 

By  nine  a.  m.,  the  Eighth  division,  Walker's 
brigade  (pioneer  brigade),  and  General  Stanley's 
cavalry  force  had  crossed  the  river  and  taken 
possession  of  Murfreesboro,  without  meeting 
any  resistance  ;  the  rear  guard  of  the  eijemy  re- 
treating on  the  Manchester  and  Shelbyville 
roads,  our  cavalry  pursuing,  supported  by  the 
Twenty-ninth  brigade,  on  the  Shelbyville  pike, 
and  by  Colonel  Byrd's  First  East  Tennessee 
regiment,  on  the  Manchester  pike. 

The  rear  guard  of  the  enemy  (three  regiments 
cavalry  and  one  battery)  was  overtaken  on  the 
Manchester,  five  miles  from  Murfreesboro. 
Colonel  Byrd  fearlessly  charged  this  unequal 
force  of  the  enemy,  driving  him  from  his  posi- 
tion, with  a  loss  of  four  killed  and  twelve 
wounded ;  enemy's  loss  not  ascertained. 

Our  army  marched  quietly  into  Murfreesboro, 
the  chosen  position  of  the  enemy,  which  he  was 
forced  to  abandon  after  a  series  of  desperate  en- 
gagements. The  joyful  hopes  pf  traitors  have 
been  crushed — treason  receiving  another  fatal 
blow. 

My  command  enthusiastically  join  me  in  ex- 
pression of  admiration  of  the  official  conduct  of 
Generals  Rosecrans  and  Thomas.  During  the 
most  eventful  periods  of  the  engagements  their 
presence  was  at  tho  point  of  danger,  aiding 
with  their  counsels  and  animating  the  troops  by 
their  personal  bravery  and  cool  determination. 

I  refer  to  my  command  with  feelings  of  na- 
tional pride  for  the  living,  and  personal  sorrow 
for  the  dead.  Without  a  murmur,  they  made 
forced  marches  over  almost  impassable  roads, 
through  dronching  winter  rains,  without  blankets 
or  a  change  of  clothing ;  deprived  of  sleep  or 
repose,  constantly  on  duty  for  eleven  days ;  liv- 
ing three  days  on  a  pint  of  flour  and  parched 
corn.  Ever  vigilant,  always  ready,  sacrificing 
their  lives  with  a  contempt  of  peril,  displaying 
the  coolness,  determination,  and  high  discipline 
of  veterans,  they  are  entitled  to  our  country's 
gratitude.  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Kentucky,  In- 
diana, Illinois,  Michigan,  and  Tennessee,  may 
proudly  inscribe  upon  their  scrolls  of  fame  the 
names  of  the  Seventy-eighth  Pennsylvania  vol- 
unteers, Eighteenth,  Twouty-fiwt,  Svit^NsvlV^ 
and  Seventy-fouitY\  0\v\o,^^\AViI^^A^^^^^ 
(Ohio)  batteries  Kta  "Etexeirik  m^?si^^ 


500 


REBELLION   RECORD,  1862-45. 


teenth  Illinois,  Thirty-seventh  Indiana,  Wells' 
section  (Kentucky)  battery,  and  Spears'  Tennes- 
see brigade. 

I  wish  to  make  honorable  mention  of  the 
bravery  and  efficient  services  rendered  by  the 
following  named  officers  and  men,  for  whom  I 
earnestly  request  promotion : 

Brigadier-General  Spears,  commanding  First 
Tennessee  brigade. 

Colonel  T.  R.  Stanley,  Eighteenth  Ohio  volun- 
teer infantry,  commanding  Twenty-ninth  bri- 
gade. 

Colonel  John  T.  Miller,  Twenty-ninth  Indiana 
volunteers,  commanding  Seventh  brigade. 

Captain  Jas.  St.  Clair  Morton,  commanding 
pioneer  brigade. 

Captain  James  H.  Stokes,  commanding  Chicago 
batteiry. 

Major  John  H.  King,  commanding  Fifteenth 
United  States  infantry. 

Captain  Bush,  commanding  Fourth  Indiana 
battery. 

Captain  James  A.  Lowrie,  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General. 

Lieutenant  Fred.  EL  Kennedy,  Aid-de-Camp. 
Captain  Charlos  T.  Wing,  Assistant  Quarter- 
master. 

Major  Fred.  H.  Gross,  Medical  Director. 
Captain  James  It.  Hay  den,  Ordnance  Officer. 
Lieutenant  Wm.  W.  Barker,  Aid-de-Camp. 
Lieutenant  Robert  H.  Cochran,  Provost  Mar- 
shal 

Lieutenant  Francis  Riddell,  acting  Assistant 
Commissary  of  Subsistence. 


Lieutenant  Charles  C.  Cook,  acting  Aii4 
Camp. 

Lieutenant  W.  D.  Ingraham,  TopognsW 
Engineers. 

Captain  Frederick  Shultz  and  UaSm 
Joseph  Hein,  Battery  M,  First  OJuovtifcrr. 

Lieutenants  Alex.  Marshall,  John  QiU^ai 
Robert  D.  Whittlesey,  Battery  6,  Fht  flfe 
artillery. 

Captain  W.  E.  Standart,  Battery  B,  Fiat  (to 
artillery. 

Lieutenant  A.  A.  Ellsworth, 
Wells'  section  Kentucky  artillery. 

Lieutenant  W.  H.  Spence,  Wells' 
tucky  artillery. 

Lieutenant  H.  Terry,  Third  Ohio  cmbj. 

Secretaries— Sergeant  H.  E  Fletekr,  ta- 
mmy K,  Nineteenth  Illinois  voluntetfi;  Cayo 
Rnfus  Rico,  Company  K,  First  WiMXMnnb 
teers;  Private  James  A.  Sangston,  GosjsffC 
Seventy-ninth  Pennsylvania  volunte«n,id» 
geant  Charles  Rambour,  Company  ^  Sew* 
fourth  Ohio  volunteers;  Wzn.LongvvDfO^ 
Seventh  Pennsylvania  cavalry. 

Escort— Sergeant  George  C  Lee,  Ooipa! 
E.  H.  Daugherty,  Privates  Henry  6cm 
Henry  B.  Zimmerman,  John  Higgint.LMDfl*. 
Daniel  Walker,  John  McCorkle,  Alnhal* 
puly,  George  Gillem,  John  Chinmnglam. 

The  following  is  an  approximate  nwrtflffc 
casualties  in  my  command,  dm 
before  Murfrccsboro,  December  tnWA  d 
thirty-first,  1862,  and  January  second  isiW 
1863: 


Casualties. 


colors. 


Rehams.— Mj  command  captured  upwards  of  four  hundred  prisoners,  four 


I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  ras^fecXfroNcj , 
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Jaiinary  11,  1883.  J 

■  George  E.  Flynt,  Chief  of  Staff: 
s  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken 
r  command,  the  Third  division  of  the  army, 
»  battle  of  Murfreesboro,  begun  on  the 
-feat  ultimo,  and  ended  on  the  third  instant : 
ly  on  the  morning  of  the  thirtieth  ult,  in 
aoce  to  the  order  of  Major-General  Thomas, 
vision  moved  forward  toward  Murfrees- 
from  Stewartsboro,  on  the  Nashville  and 
tesboro  turnpike,  about  nine  miles  from 
ter  place.  On  the  march  forward  several 
2h.es  from  General  Rosccrans  reached  rue, 
exactly  where  my  command  was,  and  the 
xd  minute  of  the  dav.  In  consequence 
ved  rapidly  forward,  halted  but  once,  and 
r  only  five  minutes.  About  half  past  ten 
Am  m.,  we  reached  a  point  three  miles 
ffiirfreesboro,  where  Generals  Rosecraus 
teniae  were,  on  the  Nashville  and  Mur- 
kxo  turnpike,  and  remained  during  the 
«d  bivouacked  at  night. 
Ijout  nine  o'clock  a.  m.,  on  the  thirty-first, 
port  of  artillery  and  the  heavy  firing  of 
*»ms  on  our  right  announced  that  the  battle 
un  by  an  attack  on  the  right  wing,  coin- 
by  Major-General  McCook.  It  was  not 
cfore  the  direction  from  which  the  tiring 
indicated  that  General  McCook's  command 
Ten  way  and  was  yielding  ground  to  the 
' .  His  forces  seemed  to  swing  round  toward 
jht  and  rear.  At  this  time  General  Thomas 
id  me  to  advance  my  division  quickly  to 
jnt  to  the  assistance  of  General  McCook. 
reaching  the  right  of  General  Neglcy's 
"  battle,  General  Thomas  there  directed  me 
my  left  rest  on  his  right,  and  to  deploy 
vision  off  toward  the  right  as  far  as  I  could, 
to  resist  the  pressure  on  General  McCook. 
consulted  and  agreed  as  to  where  tho  line 
I  be  formed.  Tliis  was  in  a  dense  cedar- 
through  which  iuy  troops  marched  in 
time  to  get  into  position  before  the  enemy 
d  us.  He  was  then  but  a  few  hundred 
to  the  front,  sweeping  up  in  immense 
>rs,  driving  everything  before  him.  This 
1  was  new  and  unknown  to  us  all.  Tho 
were  almost  impassable  to  infantry,  and 
•y  was  perfectly  useless,  but  the  line  was 
ily  formed.  The  Seventeenth  brigade, 
1  John  Beatty  commanding,  on  the  left ;  tho 
r  brigade,  Lieutentant-Colouel  0.  L.  Shcp- 
tmmanding,  on  the  right ;  the  Ninth  bri- 
Colonel  B.  F.  Scribner  commanding,  was 
perhaps  a  hundred  yards  in  the  rear  and 
ite  the  centre  of  tho  front  line,  so  as  to 
rt  either  or  both  the  brigades  in  front, 
asion  might  require.  My  recollection  is 
arhaps  the  Second  and  Thirty-third  Ohio 
ints  filled  a  gap  between  General  Neglcy's 
ind  the  Seventeenth  brigade,  occasioned 
effort  to  extend  our  lines  far  enough  to  the 
o  afford  the  (]esired  aid  to  General  McCook. 
Twenty-eighth  brigade,  Colonel  John  C. 
jather  commanding,  and  Stone's  battery 


of  the  First  Kentucky  artillery,  were  at  Jefferson 
crossing  on  Stone  River,  about  eight  miles  below. 

Our  fines  were  hardly  formed  before  a  drop- 
ping fire  from  the  enemy  announced  his  approach. 
General  McCook's  troops,  in  a  good  deal  of  con- 
fusion, retired  through  our  lines,  and  around  our 
right,  under  a  most  terrific  fire.  The  enemy  in 
pursuit  furiously  assailed  our  front,  and,  greatly 
outflanking  us,  passed  around  to  our  right  and 
rear. 

By  General  Thomas's  direction  I  had  already 
ordered  the  artillery,  Loomis'  and  GuenthcrB 
batteries,  to  the  open  field  in  tho  rear.  Seeing 
that  my  command  was  outflankod  on  the  right, 
I  sent  orders  to  the  brigade  commanders  to 
retire  at  once  also  to  this  field,  and  riding  back 
myself,  I  posted  the  batteries  on  a  ridge  in  the 
open  ground  parallel  with  our  line  of  battle, 
and  as  my  men  emerged  from  the  woods  they 
were  ordered  to  take  position  on  tho  right  anil 
left,  and  in  support  of  these  batteries,  which 
was  promptly  done.  We  had  perhaps  four  or 
five  hundred  yards  of  open  ground  in  our  front. 
While  the  batteries  were  unlimbering,  seeing 
General  Van  Clove  close  by,  I  rode  up  and  asked 
him  if  he  would  move  his  command  to  the  right, 
and  aid  in  checking  up  the  enemy  by  forming  on 
my  left,  and  thus  giving-  us  a  more  extended 
line  in  that  direction  in  the  new  position  taken. 
In  the  promptest  manner  possible  his  line  was 
put  in  motion,  and  in  double-quick  time  reached 
tho  desired  point  in  good  season. 

As  the  enemy  emerged  from  the  woods  in 
great  force  shouting  and  cheering,  tho  batteries 
of  Loomis  and  Guenther,  double-shotted  with 
canister,  opened  upon  them.  They  moved 
straight  ahead  for  awhile,  but  were  finally 
driven  back  with  immense  loss.  In  a  little 
while  they  rallied  again,  and,  as  it  seemed,  with 
fresh  troops,  again  assailed  our'  position,  and 
were  again,  after  a  fierce  struggle,  driven  back. 
Four  deliberate  and  fiercely  sustained  assaults 
were  made  upon  our  position,  and  repulsed. 
During  the  last  assault,  I  was  informed  that  our 
troops  were  advancing  on  our  right,  and  saw 
troops,  out  of  my  division,  led  by  General  Rose- 
crans,  moving  in  that  direction.  I  informed 
General  Thomas  of  the  fact,  and  asked  leave  to 
advance  my  lines.  He  directed  mc  to  do  so. 
Wo  made  a  cliarge  upon  the  enemy  and  drove 
him  into  the  woods,  my  staff  and  orderlies  cap- 
turing some  seventeen  prisoners,  including  a 
Captain  and  Lieutenant,  who  were  within  one 
hundred  and  thirty  yards  of  the  batteries.  This 
ended  the  fighting  of  that  day,  the  enemy  in 
immense  force  hovering  in  tho  woods  during 
the  night,  while  we  slept  upon  our  arms  on  the 
field  of  battle.  We  occupied  this  position  dur- 
ing the  three  following  days  and  nights  of  the 
fight  Under  GcncralThomas's  direction  I  had 
it  intrenched  by  rifle-pits,  and  believe  the  enemy 
could  not  have  taken  it  at  all. 

During  the  day,  tho  Twenty-eighth  brigade, 
Colonel  Starkweather,  was  attacked  by  Wheeler's 
cavalry  in  force,  os\&  ao\\\ti  o£  n*tn^\\&  v&  \\\^ 
train  wcxe  Amn\<?<\  wm^y^  Vys^ 

having  started  tibaA.  ttivvrcux^  ixwk^\fc^*x\s^wi 
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t  >  join  him.  The  enemy  were  finally  reoulscd 
an  1  driven  off  with  less.  Shirk  weathers  loss 
was  small.  In  this  affair  the  whole  brigade 
1  lehaved  handsomely. 

Tin*  burden  of  Liu:  fight  foil  npoii  the.  Second 
Wisconsin.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hobart  command- 
ing. This  regiment,  led  l»y  its  efficient  com- 
mander, behaved  like  veterans.  Frt.ni  the 
evening  of  the  thirty-first  until  Saturday  night, 
no  general  hat  tie  occurred  in  fr«»nt  of  my  divis- 
ion, though  tiring  of  artillery  and  small  arms 
was  kepi  up  during  the  day,  and  much  of  the 
small  arms  during  the  night.  The  rain  on  the 
night  of  the  thirty-first,  which  continued  at 
intervals  until  the  Saturday  night  following, 
rendered  the  ground  occupied  hy  my  command 
exeeodingly  sloppy  ami  muddy,  and  during  much 
of  the  time  my  men  had  neither  Richer,  food, 
nor  fire.  I  procured  corn,  which  they  parched 
and  ate,  and  som«-  of  tln-m  at«-  horse-steaks  cut 
and  broiled  from  horses  on  the  battle-field.  Day 
and  night  in  the  cold,  wet.  and  mud,  my  men 
suffered  severely,  but  during  the  whole  time  I 
did  not  hear  one  single  murmur  at  their  hard- 
ships, but  all  were  checri'u!  and  ever  ready  to 
stand  by  their  arms  and  fight.  Such  endurance 
I  ln-ver  saw.  In  these  severe  trials  of  their 
i  atieuee  and  their  strength,  they  were  much  cn- 
v-  uraged  by  the  constant  'presence  and  solicitous 
anxiety  of  General  Th  mas  fur  their  welfare. 

On  the  evening  of  Saturday,  third  inst.,  I 
asked  permission  of  General  Thomas  to  drive 
the  enemy  from  a  wood  on  our  left  front,  to 
which  he  give  his  consent.  Just  before,  1 
directed  the  batteries  of  (Juenthcr  and  Luomis 
t-  shell  the  woods  with  hix  rounds  per  gun. 
fired  as  rapidly  as  possible.    This  was  very 


I  sin » aid  have  mentioned  that  Fri-Lrcre^ 
bite  I  was  directed  by  General  Th-^'  r?  i±. 
a  regiment  in  the  woods  on  our  k'tfrni^ 
outpost,  and  with  the  view  t-j  li4i  &e 
as  they  were  near  our  lines,  Kid  the  m- 
could  greatly  annoy  us  if  alliwec  t^hijtfK. 
Our  skirmishers  were  then  just  ktvqp 
woods.    I  ordered  the  Fortv-seojnd  Is-Jk  [ 
Lieutenant-Colonel   Shanklin '  enmnani 
take  that  position ;  which  he  did.  Bttaiirfr  | 
next  morning  the  enemy,  in  large  fww.iflib. 
Colonel  Shanklin,  first  fnriniisly  dwlfog  &  I 
woods,  and  drove  the  regiment  lack  t.- er 
lines,  takiug  Shanklin  prisoner.  It     las  I 
wood  that  was  retaken  on  Saturday  nigfec  | 
before  described. 

The  troops  of  the  division  Wtoclsdnante 
I  could  not  wish  them  to  behave  mow gsJhaS; 
The  Ninth  and  Seventeenth  brigades,  wiffi 
had  of  their  gallant  commai'dew.Scitet 
Heatty,  were,  as  well  as  the  Twenty-dfhfcte 
gade,"C<  donel  Starkweather,  veterans; &<y  «• 
with  me  at  Chaplin  Hills,  and  could  not  actU& 
The  Twenty-eighth  brigade  heldapmSfc'" 
our  front,  after  tho  first  day's  fightinE.fii? 
it  bravely,  doing  all  that was  reqnirM  of 
like  true  soldiers. 

The  brigade  of  United  States  fcfa&in.t  • 
tpnaiiM^id.inel  0.  L.  Shepard  eommxrtK£T- 
on  the  extreme  right.    On  that  V  ly  C  is- 
men  the  shock  of  battle  fell  heaviest.-^." 
loss  was  most  severe.    Over  one-third  *c  *- 
command  feU  killed  or  wounded ;  but  r  »• 
up  to  the  work  and  bravely  breasted  tV 
and  though  Major  King,  conrnianduig  T 
teenth,and  Major  Slemmer  ("  01 1  Ficko?":: 
Sixteenth,  fell  severely  wounded,  a:/  " 


handsomclydone,  and  ended  just  at  dark,  when  1  Carpenter,  commanding  the  Nineteeiiu:.  ' 
the  Third  'Ohio,  I/icutenant-Coloiirl  0.  II.  Law-  I  dead  in  the  last  charge,  together  wit!,  l 
son.  and  Eighty-eighth  Indiana,  Colonel  George  other  brave  officers  and  men.  the  brigafc 
Humphreys,  both  under  command  of  tin-  bri- ;  not  falter  for  a  moment.  These  three  bit:*: 
gade  commander,  Cobuud  Join-  Heatty,  moved  j  were  a  part  of  my  old  Fourth  brigade.*: 
promptly  up  to  the  woods.    When  near  the  |  battle  of  Shiloh. 


w  io,b;  th»-y  received  a  heavy  fire  from  the 
enemy,  but  returned  it  vigorously  and  gallantly 
and  pressed  forward.  On  n  aching  the  woods 
a  fresh  body  of  the  enemy,  attracted  by  the  fire, 
moved  up  on  their  left  to  support  them.  On 
that  body  of  the  enemy  Loomiss  battery  opened 
with  shell.  The  fusiladc  was  very  rapid,  and 
continued  for  perhaps  three-quarters  of  an  hour, 
when  Beatty's  command  drove  the  enemy  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet,  ami  held  the  woods.  It 
turned  out  that  the  enemy  Were  posted  behind 
a  stone  breastwork  in  the  woods,  and  when 
ousted  about  thirty  men  were  taken  prisoners 
behind  the  woods.  This  ended  the  battle  of 
Murfreesboro. 

On  the  morning  of  the  thirty-first,  six  com- 
panies of  tho  Second  Kentucky  cavalry,  Major 
Thomas  P.  Nicholas  commanding,  were  ordered 
down  to  watch  and  defend  the  fords  of  Stone 


River  to  our  left  and  rear.    The  cavalry  of  the 

enemy  several  times, in  force, attemp ted  to  cr» «ss  ...  ™.   „   e  *  . 

these  fords,  hut  Nicholas  very  £vi\Yv\y\\v  te\AA**A\^\i>w<\  Tw&mv  vkv  hwe  boy  Colors ! 
fliem  with  l,)ss,und  they  dutuot  viro*4 l\iv.  iynva-XTy^^  *,&^N^>*ofip&.&,k 


The  Eighteenth  infantry,  Maj«  irs  Ti  'wrsf'.t5.  ^ 
Cal  Iwell  commanding,  were  new  tr«*ops  - 
but  I  am  proud  now  to  say  we  know  each 
If  I  could  I  would  promote  every  oift\r 
non-commissioned  officer  and  private  -  f  ' 
brigade  of  regulars  for  gallantry  and 
vice  in  this  terrific  barn*:.    I  make  no 
tion  between  these  troops  and  my  brave  * 
teer  regiments,  for  in  my  judgment  tb.re  * 
never  better  troops  than  these  regiment*  :! 
world.    But  the  troops  of  the  line  are 
by  profession,  and  with  a  view  to  the  fur:" 
feel  it  my  duty  to  say  what  I  have  of  -L 
The  brigade  was  admirably  and  gallantly  hx. 
by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Shepard. 

I  lost  some  of  the  bravest  and  best  r* 
T  had.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Kell,  comma'i 
Second  Ohio,  was  killed.  After  he  Ml 
regiment  was  efficiently  handled  by  M 
Anson  McCook,  who  ought  to  be  madt"  <\s 
of  that  regiment  for  gallantry  on  tV  t 
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Khe  Nineteenth  infantry,  fell  in  the  lost  charge, 
loss  is  irreparable.    Many  other  gallant 
■Vean  were  lost 

Of  the  batteries  of  Gueuther  and  Loomis  I 
■■got  say  too  much.  Loomis  was  Chief  of 
JrtQlery  for  the  Third  division,  and  I  am  much 
nebted  to  him.  His  battery  was  commanded 
P  lieutenant  Van  Pelt  Guenthcr  is  but  a 
iMzfeeziant.  Both  of  these  men  deserve  to  be 
***»*oted,  and  ought  to  be  at  once.  Without 

could  not  have  held  our  position, 
r-  *©U  in  with  many  gallant  regiments  and 
on  the  field,  not  of  my  command.  I 
I  could  name  all  of  them  here.  While 
K^K  "back  to  the  line  in  the  open  field,  I  saw 
JO^^X  Charles  Anderson  gallantly  and  coolly 
2j^\*^JS  his  men.  Colonel  Grider,  of  Kentucky, 
)r  ^io  regiment,  efficiently  aided  in  repulsing 
r  ^x*emy.  The  Eighteenth  Ohio,  I  think  it 
^tlaough  I  do  not  know  any  of  its  officers, 
^bout,  and  charged  the  enemy  in  my  pres- 
_«uid  I  went  along  with  it.    The  Eleventh 

JtaV'^^P*11*  anc*  *to  P"!*11*  ut^e  Colonel  (Stough- 
-»  oehaved  well,  and  the  Sixth  Ohio  infantry, 
Nick  Anderson,  joined  my  command  on 
DwS\  light  of  the  regular  brigade,  and  stood  man- 

up  to  the  work. 
\*    feu  in  with  the  Louisville  legion  in  retreat, 
^*^UtenantColonel  Berry  commanding.  This 
-J?8uneut,  though  retreating  before  an  over- 
^JKelming  force,  was  dragging  by  hand  a  section 
y«  artillery  which  it  had  been  ordered  to  sup- 
Port   A  part  of  General  McCook's  wing  of  the 
**my  had  fallen  back  with  the  rest,  but  through 
the  woods  and  fields,  with  great  difficulty, 
bravely  brought  off  the  cannon  it  could  no 
longer  defena  on  the  field.   When  I  met  it,  it 
faced  about  and  formed  line  of  battle  with 
cheers  and  shouts. 

To  Lieutenant  McDowell,  my  acting  Assistant 
Adjutant-General;  Lieutenant  Armstrong,  Sec- 
ond Kentucky  cavalry;  Lieutenant  Millard, 
Nineteenth  United  States  infantry,  Inspector- 
General  ;  Captain  Taylor,  Fifteenth  Kentucky, 
wad  Lieutenant  Alf.  Pirtle,  Ordnance  Officer,  my 
regular  Aids,  and  to  Captain  John  D.  Wickliffe 
and  Lieutenant  W.  G.  Jenkins,  both  of  Second 
Kentucky  cavalry,  Aids  for  that  battle,  I  am 
much  indebted  for  services  on  that  field. 

The  wounded  were  kindly  and  tenderly  cared 
for  by  the  Third  Division  Medical  Director, 
Surgeon  Muscroft,  and  the  other  surgeons  of 
the  command. 

Lieutenant  McDowell  was  wounded.  My  Or- 
derlies. James  Emery  and  the  rest,  went  through 
the  whole  fight  behaving  welL  Emery  was 
wounded.  Lieutenant  Carpenter,  First  Ohio 
volunteer  infantry,  one  of  my  Aids,  was  so 
badly  injured  by  the  fall  of  his  horse  that  I 
would  not  permit  him  to  go  on  the  field.  Lieu- 
tenant Hartxnan,  Seventy-ninth  Pennsylvania 
volunteer  infantry,  a  member  of  my  staff,  was 
ill  with  fever,  and  unable  to  leave  his  bed. 

It  should  be  mentioned  that  the  Eighty-eighth 
Indiana,  Colonel  Humphreys,  being  placed  at 
one  of  the  fords  on  atone  .River  where  our 
forces  were  temporarily  driven  back,  very 


opportunely  rallied  the  stragglers,  and  promptly 
crossed  the  river  and  drove  the  enemy  back. 
In  this  he  was  aided  by  the  stragglers,  who 

rallied  and  fought  well.  The  Colonel  was 
wounded  by  a  bayonet  thrust  in  the  hand  in 
the  attack  of  Saturday  night  on  the  enemy  in 
the  woods  in  our  front. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c, 

-  LOVELL  H.  ROUBSEAU, 

*         Major  General. 

BRIGADIER-GENERAL  PALMER'S  REPORT. 

HjUDQUARTKBB  SKCOXD  DlYlSIOV,  LlCVT  W1XO.  \ 

Camp  xkak  Mcrkrkehboro,  January  8,  1868.  J 

Major  L.  Starling,  Chief  of  Staff: 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  for  the 
information  of  the  General  commanding,  the 
following  report  of  the  operations  of  this 
division,  from  and  including  the  twenty-sev- 
enth of  December  up  to  and  including  the 
fourth  of  January : 

At  11.20  a,  u.,  on  the  twenty-seventh  of 
December,  while  in  camp  near  Lavergne,  I 
received  orders  to  move  forward,  following  the 
division  of  General  Wood,  and  to  detach  a 
brigade  to  proceed  by  the  Jefferson  pike  and 
seize  the  bridge  across  Stewart's  Creek.  The 
duty  of  conducting  this  operation  was  assigned 
to  Colonel  Hazen — which  was  well  and  skil- 
fully done. 

The  brigades  of  Cruft  and  Grose  reached  the 
west  bank  of  Stewart's  Creek  late  in  the  after- 
noon of  the  twenty-seventh,  and  bivouacked 
there  until  the  morning  of  the  twenty-ninth. 

During  all  the  day,  Sunday,  the  twenty-eighth, 
the  enemy's  pickets  were  in  sight  across  the 
creek,  firing  upon  us  occasionally  at  long  range, 
but  did  us  no  harm.  On  Monday  morning, 
twenty-ninth  of  December,  at  nine  o'clock,  I  was 
ordered  to  deploy  one  regiment  as  skirmishers  ; 
to  dispose  of  my  other  troops  so  as  to  support 
it,  and  move  forward  at  ten  o'clock  precisely 
and  continue  to  advance  until  the  enemy  were 
found  in  position. 

This  disposition  was  made. 

A  few  minutes  before  ten  o'clock.  Parsons 
was  ordered  to  shell  the  woods  to  our  front,  and 
at  ten  o'clock  Grose's  brigade  moved  forward, 
skirmishing  with  the  enemy,  supported  by  the 
First  brigade,  Hazen  not  having  yet  joined  me. 

The  command  advanced  steadily,  driving  the 
light  force  of  rebel  skirmishers  before  it  to  the 
top  of  the  hill,  some  mile  and  a  half  this  side  of 
Stewart's  Greek,  and  being  under  the  impres- 
sion that  the  divisions  of  Wood  and  Negley 
were  to  advance  with  me. 

In  a  few  moments  Wood's  advance  came  up  on 
the  left  of  the  pike  and  the  two  divisions  moved 
forward,  constantly  skirmishing  (though  much 
heavier  on  Wood's  front  than  my  own)  to  the 
ground  occupied  that  night,  afterward  the  thea- 
tre of  battle  of  tho  thirty-first. 

During  the  day  the  casualties  were  ten 
wounded  in  Grose's  brigade,  none  severely. 

On  the  moxnwfc  kH  Wv*  WiVxXta^TKj  3taSatasv\ 
was  formed  a&W&wv.  ^\s\Ns^BAa^<w2^\ 
in  two  lines,  t\is  Veft,  teitini&     ^  Y*» 
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with  great  effect,  and  held  liifl  ground  cod  tk 
enemy  were  driven  back. 

In  the  meantime  General  V  egfoy  i  cmai 
had,  to  some  extent,  become  compraned  k 
the  confusion  on  the  right,  and  mjfintbrip 
was  exposed  in  front  and  flank  to  a  mm 
attack,  which  also  now  extended  dmw. 
whole  front  Orders  were  sent  to  Cotavi  am 
to  fall  back  from  the  open  cotton  Mi  m- 
which  he  had  moved.  He  fell  bad  i  fcrtit 
tance,  and  a  regiment  from  Wood'idmH 
which  had  occupied  the  crest  of  a  knr-rati  , 
hill,  between  the  pike  and  the  raflroiikrii 
been  removed,  he  took  possession  of  tfati,M 
there  resisted  the  enemy:  Hazen  on  the  ni 
road,  one  or  two  regiments  to  toe  right,  m 
troops  in  the  point  of  woods  sooth  of  fluootti 
field  and  a  short  distance  in  adnncetfti 
general  line,  among  whom  I  was  onljdfci 
distinguish  the  gallant  Colonel  Whittibrsi 
his  Sixth  Kentucky ;  still  further  to  tfe  rijfc 
Cruft  was  fighting,  aided  by  Standtrft  git. 
and  to  tho  rear  Grose  was  fighting  *i&jff* 
ently  great  odds  against  him.  AD  werencqKfesf 
themselves  nobly,  and  all  were 
I  could  see  that  Grose  was  losing* great «J 
men,  but  the  importance  of  Hazen's  powtwat 
termined  me,  if  necessary,  to  expend  the  k 
man  in  holding  it  I  gave  my  attention f» 
that  time  chiefly  to  that  point 

The  One  Hundredth  Illinois  came  to  on 
left  of  the  railroad  and  fought  steufr. 
soon  as  Colonel  Grose  was  relieved  of  ttemmj 
in  his  rear,  he  again  changed  front  mwtd* 
my  own  command,  and  the  battle  had  com-  the  left  and  co-operated  with  Colonel  Bob. 
menced  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  lino  ;  soon  i  One  regiment  was  sent  to  my  support  fro»G* 
afterward,  near  eight  o'clock,  General  Neglcy,  ,  era!  Wood's  command,  and  which  behaved  qJ* 
through  one  of  his  staff,  informed  me  he  was  ;  didly.   I  regret  my  inability  either  to  name  to 
about  to  advance  and  requested  me  to  advance  j  regiment  or  .its  officers.    Again  and  agia  the 
to  cover  his  left    I  gave  notice  of  this  to  the 
General  commanding,  and  a  few  moments  later 
received  orders  to  move  forward.   I  at  once 
ordered  General  Cruft  to  advance,  keeping  close 


brigade  (Cruft 's)  to  tho  right,  extending  across 
the  point  of  woods,  his  extreme  right  retired  to 
connect  with  Negley's  left ;  and  Hazen's  brigade 
in  reserve. 

There  was  considerable  skirmishing  during  the 
day,  the  greater  portion  of  which  fell  upon 
Craft's  brigade,  which  was  in  rather  unpleasant 
proximity  to  a  point  of  woods  to  his  front  and 
right,  held  by  the  enemy  in  strong  force. 

About  four  o'clock  I  was  ordered  to  advance 
and  open  upon  the  enemy  with  all  my  artillery. 
This  was  not  done,  probably,  as  soon  as  the 
order  contemplated.  The  ground  occupied  by 
the  batteries  at  the  time  the  order  was  received 
was  low  and  confined ;  upon  pushing  forward 
tho  skirmishers  of  the  First  brigade  to  clear  the 
way  to  a  good  artillery  position,  in  the  open 
field  to  the  front,  the  rebels  were  found  numer- 
ous and  stubborn.  Learning  very  soon  that  a 
mere  demonstration  was  intended,  all  my  bat- 
teries opened,  and,  I  am  satisfied,  damaged  the 
enemy  considerably.  The  skirmish  attending 
this  movement  was  quite  brisk ;  tho  troops 
engaged  doing  themselves  great  credit  This 
closed  the  operations  of  the  day. 

On  the  morning  of  the  thirty-first,  Craft's  bri- 
gade retained  its  position  of  the  day  before. 
Hazen's  brigade  had  relieved  Grose,  who  had 
fallen  back  to  a  point  some  two  hundred  yards 
to  the  rear,  and  was  formed  in  two  lines  nearly 
opposite  the  interval  between  the  First  and 
Second  brigades ;  Standards  battery  on  the 
extreme  right,  Parsons'  near  tho  centre. 
Early  in  the  morning  I  rode  to  the  right  of 
command,  ana  the  battle  had 


JiT..-'-.' 


up  well  toward  Ncgley :  Colonel  Hazen  to  so 
forward,  observing  the  movements  of  Wood's 
right :  and  Grose  to  steadily  advance,  support- 
ing the  advance  brigades,  and  all  to  use  their 
artillery  freely. 

My  line  had  advanced  hardly  a  hundred  yards 
when,  upon  reaching  my  own  right,  I  found  that 
General  Negley  had,*  instead  of  advancing, 
thrown  back  his  right,  so  that  his  line  was 
almost  perpendicular  to  that  of  Cruft  and  to  his 
rear ;  and  it  was  also  apparent  that  the  enemy 
were  driving  General  McCook  back,  and  were 
rapidly  approaching  our  rear. 

Craft's  line  was  halted  by  my  order.  I  rode 
to  the  left  to  make  some  disposition  to  meet  the 
coming  storm,  and  by  the  time  I  reached  the 
open  ground  to  the  south  of  the  pike,  the  heads 
of  the  enemy's  columns  had  forced  their  way  to 
the  open  ground  to  my  rear.  To  order  Grose 
to  change  front  to  the  rear  was  tho  work  of  a 


attack  was  renewed  by  the  enemy,  and  tau 
time  repulsed,  and  the  gallant  men  who  bid  so 
bravely  struggled  to  hold  the  position  occapei 
it  during  the  night 

Brigadier-General  Cruft  deserves  great  pnae 
for  so  long  holding  the  important  position  oc- 
cupied on  our  right,  and  for  skilfully  extriotinc 
his  command  from  the  mass  of  confusion  iron*! 
it  Standart  fought  his  guns  until  the  eneaj 
were  upon  him,  and  then  brought  then  *f 
safely ;  while  the  Second  Kentucky  brought  >:f 
by  hand  three  guns  abandoned  by  (kueni 
Negley's  division. 

Colonel  Hazen  proved  himself  a  brave  k£ 
able  soldier  by  the  skill  and  courage  exhibit*: 
in  forming  and  sheltering  his  troops,  sod  in  or- 
ganizing and  fighting  all  the  materials  tn.c1! 
him  for  the  maintenance  of  his  important  position. 

Colonel  Grose  exhibited  great  coolness  r>J 
bravery,  and  fought  against  great  odds.  He 
was  under  my  eye  during  the  whole  day,  and  I 
could  see  nothing  to  improve  in  themanagemeit 
of  his  command. 

I  shrink  from  the  task  of  specially  mentiocfrc 
Tegmenta  or  regimental  officers.   AH  did  thetr 

Lcewitb 


moment,  and  he  obeyed  the  order  fcYniost  «a 

Boon  as  given;  retiring  h\«  new  \e£x  &o  us  to \ d^,«cv^ltW^V^^«^w^* 
bring  the  enemy  undeT  the  direct  nic  \\\^ N  i^vvwi\v\a,\  ^\fretaKssp 
line,  he  opened  upon  them  in  m\o  aVyVa  ^ 
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during  the  battle  the  Forty-first 
•ught  until  it  expended  its  last 
was  then  relieved  by  the  noble 
which  came  into  line  with  a  heavy 
;  all  with  confidence.  The  Eighty- 
n  id  red  and  Tenth,  and  One  Hun- 

I  knew ;  all  new  regiments,  and 
lat  even  the  veterans  of  u  Shiloh" 
ly  fields  had  no  occasion  to  boast 
le  Eighty-fourth  stood  its  ground 

II  one-third  of  its  number  were 
ied.  The  Sixth  Ohio,  the  Twenty- 
he  Twenty-third  Kentucky,  and 
th  Indiana  wore  pointed  out  to 
•gnized  the  brave  Colonel  Whit- 
ghting  men  doing  soldiers1  duly, 
le  regiments  of  Craft's  brigade 
in  the  day;  I  had  no  fears  for 
valor  could  win.  Indeed,  the 
l  fought  like  soldiers  trained  un- 
isciphne  of  the  lamented  Nelson, 
courage  proved  that  they  had 
portion  of  his  heroic  and  uncon- 

irhole  day  I  regarded  the  battery 
mand  of  Lieutenant  Parsons,  as- 
enants  Ciishing  and  Huntington, 
m,  and  well  did  the  conduct  of 
us  and  skilful  young  officers  jus- 
nce.  My  orders  to  Farsons  were 
t  where  you  can  do  the  most 

were  orders  better  obeyed. 
I  conduct  of  the  other  batteries 
e  division  is  equally  favorable. 
>ther  parts  of  the  field. 

staff,  Captain  Norton,  acting  As- 
lt-General ;  Lieutenants  Simmons 
au tenant  Croxton,  Ordnance  Offi- 
t  Hays,  Division  Topographical 
jutcnant  Shaw,  Seventh  Illinois 
pith  me  all  day  on  the  field,  and 
ere  everywhere  with  the  greatest 
tenant  Simmons  was  severely  fo- 
ment of  a  shell. 

mend  the  conduct  of  Doctor  Sher- 
iana  volunteers,  Medical  Director, 
all  times  from  the  commencement 
om  Nashville,  and  during  the  bat- 


tles and  skirmishes  in  which  the  division  was 
engaged,  up  to  the  occupation  of  Murfreesboro, 
ho  was  always  at  his  post,  and  by  his  industry, 
humanity,  and  skill,  earned  not  only  my  grati- 
tude ana  that  of  this  command,  but  that  of  the 
wounded  of  the  enemy,  many  of  whom  were 
thrown  upon  his  care. 

On  the  first  of  January,  this  division  was  re- 
lieved and  placed  in  reserve.  On  Friday,  the 
second,  Groses  brigade  was  ordered  over  the 
river  to  the  left  to  support  the  division  of  Col- 
onel Beatty,  and  during  the  action  the  brigade 
of  Colonel  Hazen  was  also  ordered  over  to  co- 
operate with  Grose,  while  the  First  brigade 
(Cfiift's)  was  posted  to  support  a  battery  on  the 
hill  near  the  ford. 

During  the  heavy  cannonade  the  First  brigade 
maintained  its  position  with  perfect  coolness. 

While  the  engagement  was  going  on  across 
the  river  a  rebel  force  of  what  seemed  to  be 
three  small  regiments,  entered  the  clump  of 
woods  in  front  of  the  position  of  our  batteries 
on  the  hill  near  the  ford.  These  troops  were  in 
musket  range  of  our  right  across  the  creek,  and 
I  determined  at  once  to  dislodge  them.  Seeing 
two  regiments,  one  of  which  was  commanded 
by  Colonel  Garrit,  and  the  other  by  Colonel  Att- 
mire,  I  ordered  them  to  advance  to  the  edge  of 
the  wood  and  deploy  some  companies  as  skir- 
mishers. They  obeyed  me  cheerfully  and  pushed 
in.  Not  being  willing  to  leave  the  repulse  of 
the  enemv  a  matter  of  doubt,  or  to  expose  these 
brave  fellows  to  the  danger  of  heavy  loss,  I  or- 
dered up  two  of  Cruft's  regiments,  and  upon 
approaching  the  edge  of  the  woods  halted  them, 
and  told  them  it  was  my  purpose  to  clear  the 
woods  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  To  inspire 
them  with  coolness  and  confidence,  the  prepara- 
tion for  the  charge  was  made  with  great  delib- 
eration. To  get  the  proper  direction  for  the  line, 
guides  were  thrown  out  and  the  proper  changes 
were  made.  Bayonets  fixed,  and  these  two  regi- 
ments, Thirty-first  Indiana  and  Ninetieth  Ohio, 
ordered  to  clear  the  woods.  Thev  went  in 
splendidly.  It  was  done  so  quickly  that  the 
rebels  had  hardly  time  to  discharge  their  pieces. 
They  fled  with  the  utmost  speed.  All  these 
regiments  behaved  handsomely. 


?8> 

Killed. 
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re  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours, 
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GENERAL  T.  J.  WOOD'S  RETORT. 

Narhvtuk,  Ttsrr. ,  January  6T  1868. 

Jtfiyor  Irync  Starliyip,  Chief  of  Staff: 

On  the  morning  oi  the  twenty-sixth  uh\,  the  left 
wing  of  the  Fourteenth  army  corns  broke  up  its 
encampment  in  the  vicinity  of  Nashville,  and 
moved  toward  the  enemy.  Reliable  information 
assured  us  that  they  were  encamped  in  force  at 
and  in  the  vicinity  of  Murfreesboro ;  but  as 
their  cavalry,  supported  occasionally  by  infantry, 
had  extended  its  operations  up  to  our  outposts, 
and  as  wo  had  been  compelled,  some  days  pre- 
vious to  the  movement  on  the  twenty-sixth  ult., 
to  fight  for  the  greater  part  of  the  forage  con- 
sumed by  our  animals,  it  was  supposed  we  would 
meet  with  resistance  as  soon  as  our  troops 
passed  beyond  the  lines  of  our  own  outposts. 
Nor  was  this  expectation  disappointed.  The 
order  of  march,  on  the  first  day  of  the  move- 
ment, placed  the  Second  divisiou  (General  Palm- 
er's) in  advance,  followed  by  my  own.  Several 
miles  northward  of  Lavergne,  a  small  hamlet 
nearly  equidistant  between  Nashville  and  Mur- 
freesboro,  portions  of  the  enemy  were  encoun- 
tered by  our  advance  guard,  a  cavalry  force,  and 
a  running  fight  at  once  commenced.  The  country 
occupied  by  these  bodies  of  hostile  troops, 
affords  ground  peculiarly  favorable  for  a  small 
force  to  retard  the  advance  of  a  larger  force. 
Large  cultivated  tracts  occur  at  intervals,  on 
either  side  of  the  turnpike  road,  but  the  country 
between  the  cultivated  tracts  is  densely  wooded, 
and  much  of  the  woodland  is  interspersed  with 
cedar.  The  face  of  the  country  is  undulating, 
presenting  a  succession  of  swells  and  depres- 
sions. 

This  brief  description  is  applicable  to  the 
whole  country  between  Nashvifle  and  Murfrees- 
boro,  and  it  will  show  to  the  most  casual  ob- 
server how  favorable  it  was  for  covering  the 
movements  and  designs  of  the  enemy  in  resist- 
ing our  progress.  Tho  resistance  of  the  enemy 
prevented  our  troops  from  gaining  possession  of 
the  commanding  heights  immediately  bouUi  of 
Lavergne,  during  the  first  days  operation,  and 
delayed  the  arrival  of  rny  division  at  the  site 
selected  for  its  encampment  until  some  time  after  _ 

nightfall.  The  darkness  of  the  evening  and  the  ;  and  Tlelay  in  crossing  the  river,  and,  ptrfu?:. 
lateness  of  the  hour  prevented  such  a  reconnois- !  involve  the  necessity  of  coiistructiiig  a  k* 
sance  of  the  ground  as  is  so  necessary  in  close  j  bridge.  The  advance  troops  found,  on  A*" 
proximity  to  the  enemy.  But  to  guard  effectually  |  arrival,  that  the  enemy  had  lighted  a  fire  cj--"- 
against  surprise,  a  regiment  from -each  brigade  i  it,  but  had  been  pressed  so  warmly  that 


wing  was  not  bo  far  advanced  as  tbekn,fc 
latter  did  not  move  forward  until  ekvaoM 
a.  m.  on  the  twenty-seventh.  At  ths  anfc 
advance  was  ordered,  and  my  divnoo  tmi 

Sicted  to  take  the  lead.   The  entire  cnaiyi 
uty  with  the  left  wine  was  ordend  to  ape 
to  me ;  being  satisfied,  however,  fan  (fast 
of  the  country,  that  its  position  in  the  don 
would  bo  injudicious,  and  retard,  lathtr  h 
aid,  the  progress  of  the  infantry,  I  dircctoifr 
take  position  in  rear  of  the  flanks  of  tbelsa^ 
brigade.   I  ordered  Hawaii's  brigade  to  tk 
the  advance,  and  moved  forward  la  two  fas 
with  the  front  and  flanks  well  cowd  vl 
skirmishers.   The  other  two  brigade*,  Wa^i 
and  Ilarker's,  were  ordered  to  adnoa  a  ok 
side  of  the  turnpike  road,  prepared  to  Rati 
the  leading  brigade,  and  especially  to  protect k 
flanks.   These  two  brigades  were  ako  titai 
to  protect  their  outer  flankB  by  flanker*,  ktti 
order  the  movement  commenced.  Vomani 
the  hamlet  of  Lavergne  was  fhefintotyak 
be  attained.   The  enemy  were  stronrij  wM. 
in  the  houses,  and  on  the  wooded  nop*  i 
the  rear,  where  they  were  enabled  tooflwt* 
advance  bv  a  direct  and  cross-fire  of  nwtafe] 
IlascalTs  brigade  advanced  nobly  ten  c 
open  field  to  the  attack,  and  quickly  rotted 
enemy  from  their  stronghold.  ThisvaafevA 
of  oi dy  a  few  minutes,  but  more  than  smf 
casualties  in  the  two  leading  regimeiriajDN& 
how  sharp  was  the  fire  ol  the  enemy.  Tat  to- 
ward movement  of  Ilascall's  brigade  v»«* 
tinned,  supported  by  Estep  s  Eighth  lufe 
battery.   The  enemy  availed  theuiftWeadfe 
numberless  positions  which  occur  aVsf  to 
entire  road,  to  dispute  our  progress,  bat  orii 
not  materially  retard  the  advance  of  oar  tap. 
so  determined  and  enthusiastic.  They  cooffitr- 
to  press  forward  through  the  densely-vortt: 
country,  in  a  drenching  rain-storm,"  uH  k 
advance  reached  Stewards  Creek,  distant  t£* 
five  miles  from  Lavergne.   Stewart's  Creek  is  * 
narrow,  deep  stream,  flowing  between  Ldgfa 
precipitous  banks.   It  is  spanned  by  a  voofc 
bridge,  with  a  single  arch.    It  was  a  maiw  ' 
cardinal  importance  to  secure  possession  of  & 
bridge,  as  its  destruction  would  entail  difiwi; 


was  thrown  well  forward  sis  a  grand  guard,  and 
the  front  and  flanks  of  the  division  covered  with 
a  continuous  line  of  skirmishers. 

The  troops  were  ordered  to  be  roused  at  an 
hour  and  a  half  before  dawn  of  the  following 
morning,  to  get  their  breakfast  as  speedily  as 
possible,  and  to  be  formed  under  arms  and  in 
order  of  battle  before  daylight  An  occasional 
shell  from  the  opposite  heights,  with  which  the 


had  been  no  time  for  the  flames  to  be  coramo'r 
cated  to  the  bridge.  The  line  of  skirmish^ 
and  the  Third  Kentucky  volunteers,  f 
McKeo,  dashed  bravely  forward,  though  opp» -i 
to  a  fire  from  the  opposite  direction,  tfarev  tfa- 
combustible  materials  into  the  stream,  and  see  - 
the bridge.  While  this  gallant  feat  was  beirr 
performed,  the  left  flank  of  the  leading  bri^rf: 
was  attacked  by  cavalry.  The  menaced  rer- 
ments  immediately  changed  front  to  left,  repaid: 


enemy  commenced  to  greet  us  shortly  after  the  w        o  ,.-r- 

morning  broke,  showed  these  precautions  were  [  the  attack,  and  a  company  of  the  One  Hundiv^ 
not  iost.    As  it  was  understood  faoia  VX\fc  com-  \ W\\Kn&^^vH^fe^  ;n  Clii:.!> 

mamiing  General  of  the  corps,  tWt  tiifc  *x\&  ^NsffNxs^  Xtr^r&^k^ 
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i,  and  twelve  horses,  with  their  accou- 
ta.   The  result  of  the  day's  operations 
twenty  casualties  (wounded),  in  HasoaU's 
de,  and  some  twenty-five  prisoners  taken 
the  enemy.   The  enemy  fell  back  in  great 
~!er  from  Stewart's  Creek.    He  left  tents 
\g  on  the  southern  bank  of  the  creek,  and 
encampment  the  ground  was  strewn  with 

i (lay,  the  twenty-eighth  ult,  we  remained 
ft £»,  waiting  for  the  troops  of  the  right  wing 
*rttre  to  get  into  position, 
day,  the  twenty-ninth,  the  advance  was 
f^***J»cL    Wagner's  brigade,  of  my  division, 
^•/^^^loyed,  in  order  of  battle,  on  the  left  or 
and  a  brigade  of  General  Palmer's 
»xl  on  the  right  or  western  side  of  the 
p»   r»        Cox's  Tenth  Indiana  battery  supported 
P^fe^*^g'g  brigade.   Moving  pari  passu,  the  two 
advanced,  clearing  all  opposition,  till 
^^^jTrtved  within  two  miles  and  a  half  of  Mur- 
JJ^^ooro.   Harker  s  brigade  was  disposed  on 
*^fft  of  Wagner's  brigade,  in  the  advance, 
v^u^.^SascalTs  held  in  reserve.    On  arriving 
K^Si^?**  two  miles  and  a  half  of  Murfreesboro,  the 
t^y^^nees  were  perfectly  unmistakable  that  the 
www  hi  force  immediately  in  our  front, 
^fc^^jPored  to  resist,  seriously  and  determinedly, 
"a*?*^  further  advance.   The  rebels,  displayed  in 


^—o  array,  were  plainly  eeen  in  our  front 
^egley's  division,  winch  was  to  take  position 
1^  the  centre,  to  complete  the  communication 
^^tveen  the  right  and  left  wings,  was  not  up, 
several  miles  in  the  rear.  Van  Cleve's 
jHvMion,  which  was  to  support  the  left,  was  in 
Mle  rear  of  Negley's.  Consequently,  I  halted  the 
JmopB  in  advuuee,  reported  the  fact  to  General 
vfeittendon,  commanding  the  left  wing,  and 
paired  further  orders.  Up  to  this  moment,  the 
information  received  had  indicated,  with  con- 
siderable probability,  tliat  the  enemy  would 
evacuate  Murfreesboro,  offering  no  serious  op- 
position. But  observations  assured  me,  very 
■oon  after  arriving  so  near  the  town,  that  we 
should  meet  with  determined  resistance,  and  I 
did  not  deem  it  proper  to  precipitate  the  force 
in  advance—two  divisions,  my  own  and  Palmer's 
— on  the  entire  force  of  the  enemy,  with  the 
remainder  of  our  troops  so  far  in  the  rear  as  to 
make  it  entirely  possible — perhaps  probable— 
that  a  serious  reverse  would  occur  before  they 
could  support  us.  Furthermore,  the  afternoon 
was  well  nigh  spent  and  an  attempt  to  advance 
would  have  involved  us  in  the  obscurity  of  the 
night,  on  unexamined  ground,  in  the  presence  of 
an  unseen  foe,  to  whom  our  movements  would 
have  rendered  us  seriously  vulnerable. 

The  halt  being  approved,  my  division  was 
disposed  in  order  of  battle,  and  the  front  se- 
curely guarded  by  a  continuous  lino  of  skir- 
mishers, thrown  out  well  in  advance  of  their 
reserves.  The  right  of  the  division  (Wagner's 
brigade)  rested  on  the  turnpike,  and  occupied  a 
piece  or  wooded  ground,  with  an  open  field  in 
front  of  it ;  the  centre  (Harker  s  brigade)  occu- 
pied, in  part,  the  woods  iu  which  Wagner's 


brigade  was  posted,  and  extended  leftward  into 
an  open  field,  covered  in  front  by  a  low  swell 
which  it  was  to  occupy  in  case  of  an  attack,  and 
General  Hascall's  brigade  was  posted  on  the  left 
of  the  division,  with  the  left  flank  resting  nearly 
on  Stone  River.  The  entire  division  was  drawn 
up  in  two  lines.  Stone  River  runs  obliquely  in 
front  of  the  position  occupied  by  the  division, 
leaving  a  triangular  piece  of  ground  of  some 
hundreds  of  yards  in  breadth  in  front  of  the 
right,  and  narrowing  to  almost  a  point  in  front 
of  the  left 

Such  was  the  position  occupied  by  my  division 
on  Monday  uight  It  remained  in  this  position 
throughout  Tuesday,  the  thirtieth — the  skir- 
mishers keeping  up  an  active  fire  with  the 
enemy.  In  this  encounter,  Lieutenant  Elliott, 
Adjutant  of  the  Fifty-seventh  Indiana,  was  badly 
wounded.  Iu  the  afternoon,  I  had  three  days' 
subsistence  issued  to  the  men ;  and,  near  night- 
fall, by  order,  twenty  additional  rounds  of 
cartridges  were  distributed  to  them.  Command- 
ers were  directed  to  instruct  the  troops  to  be 
exceedingly  vigilant,  and  to  roport  promptly 
any  indication  in  their  fronts  of  a  movement  by 
the  enemy.  The  artillery  horses  were  kept 
attached  to  their  pieces.  Between  midnight  and 
daylight  on  Wednesday  morning  I  received  a 
message  from  Colonel  Wagner,  to  the  effect  that 
the  enemy  seemed  to  be  moving  large  bodies  of 
troops  from  the  right  to  the  left  I  immediately 
dispatched  the  information  to  the  headquarters 
of  the  left  wing,  and  I  doubt  not  it  was  sent 
thence  to  the  commanding  General,  and  by  him 
distributed  to  the  rest  of  the  corps.  The  division 
was  roused  at  five  o'clock  on  W  ednesday  morn- 
ing ;  the  men  took  their  breakfasts,  and,  before 
daylight,  were  ready  for  action.  Shortly  after 
dawn,  I  repaired  to  the  headquarters  of  the  loft 
wing  for  orders.  I  met  the  commanding  General 
there,  and  received  orders  from  him  to  com- 
mence passing  Stone  River,  immediately  in  front 
of  the  division,  by  brigades.  I  rode  at .  once  to 
my  division,  and  directed  Colonel  Harker  to 
commence  the  movement  with  his  brigade, 
dispatching  an  order  to  General  Hascall 
to  follow  Colonel  Harker,  and  an  order 
to  Colonel  Wagner  to  follow  General  Hascall. 
Whilo  Colonel  Harker  was  preparing  to  move,  I 
rode  to  tho  front  to  examine  the  ground.  A 
long,  wooded  ridge,  withdrawn  a  few  hundred 
yards  from  the  stream,  extends  along  the  south- 
ern and  eastern  side  of  Stone  River.  On  the 
crest  of  this  ridge  the  enemy  appeared  to  be 

E ob ted  in  force.  During  the  morning  some  firing 
ad  been  heard  on  the  right,  but  not  to  a  sufficient 
extent  to  indicate  that  the  troops  were  seriously 
engaged.  But  the  sudden  ana  fierce  roar  and 
rattle  of  musketry,  which  burst  upon  us  at  this 
moment,  indicated  tliat  the  enemy  had  attacked 
the  right  wing  in  heavy  force,  and  soon  the 
arrival  of  messengers,  riding  in  hot  haste,  con- 
firmed the  indications.  I  was  ordered  to  stop 
the  movement  to  cross  the  river,  and  to  with- 
draw the  brigades  to  the  rear,  fur  the  uuxvwe 
of  reinforcing  tkfc  cttaXxs  won.  ta^&~  ^vstoswfc. 
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HascalTs  and  Colonel  Harker's  brigades  were 
withdrawn,  and  the  latter,  under  orders  from 
the  commanding  General,  moved  to  the  right 
and  rear.  I  ordered  Colonel  Wagner  to  hold 
his  position  in  the  woods  at  all  hazards,  as  this 
was  an  important  point,  and  so  long  as  it  was 
held,  not  only  were  our  left  front  and  flanks 
secured,  but  the  command  of  the  road  leading 
to  the  rear  preserved.  The  vigorous  attack  on 
our  right  and  centre,  extended  to  our  left,  and 
our  whole  line  became  seriously  engaged.  Not 
only  was  the  extreme  left  exposed  to  the  attack 
in  the  front,  but  was  much  harassed  by  the 
enemy's  artillery  ,posted  on  the  heights  on  the 
southern  side  of  Stone  River.  But  the  troops 
nobly  maintained  their  position,  and  gallantly 
repulsed  the  enemy.  A  slackening  of  the  ene- 
my's fire  at  this  moment,  in  his  attack  on  our 
centre  and  left,  and  other  indications  that  his 
forces  were  weakening  in  the  centre,  rendered 
the  juncture  apparently  favorable  for  bringing 
additional  and  fresh  troops  into  the  engagement. 
HascalTs  brigade  was  now  brought  forward,  and 
put  into  position  on  the  right  of  Wagner's  bri- 
gade. But  the  abatement  of  the  enemy's  fire 
was  but  the  lulling  of  the  storm,  to  burst  soon 
with  greater  fury.  The  attack  was  renewed  on 
our  centre  and  left  with  redoubled  violence. 
HascalTs  brigade  had  got  into  position  in  good 
season,  and  aided  in  gallant  style  in  driving 
back  the  enemy.  Estep's  battery,  generally 
associated  with  rTascall's  brigade,  had  been  de- 
tached early  in  the  morning,  and  sent  to  the 
right  and  rearward,  to  aid  in  driving  back  the 
enemy  from  our  centre  and  right  The  falling 
back  of  the  right  wing  had  brought  our  lines 
into  a  crochet.  This  rendered  the  position  of 
the  troops  on  the  extreme  left  particularly  haz- 
ardous, for  had  the  enemy  succeeded  in  gaining 
the  turnpike,  in  his  attack  on  the  right,  the  left 
would  have  been  exposed  to  an  attack  in  the 
reverse.  This  danger  imposed  on  me  the  neces- 
sity of  keeping  a  rigid  watch  to  the  right,  to  be 
prepared  to  change  front  in  that  direction, 
should  it  become  necessary.  Again  tho  enemy 
were  seen  concentrating  large  masses  of  troops 
in  the  fields  to  the  front  and  right,  and  soon 
these  masses  moved  to  the  attack.  Estep's  bat- 
tery was  now  moved  to  the  front  to  join  Has- 
calTs brigade.  The  artillery  in  the  front  lines, 
as  well  as  those  placed  in  the  rear  of  the  centre 
and  left,  poured  a  destructive  fire  on  the  ad- 
vancing foe,  but  on  he  came  until  within  small- 
arm  range,  when  he  was  repulsed  and  driven 
back.  But  our  thinned  ranks  and  dead  and 
wounded  officers  told,  in  sad  and  unmistakable 
language,  how  seriously  we  were  sufferers  from 
these  repeated  assaults.  Colonel  McKee,  of  the 
Third  Kentucky,  had  been  killed  ;  and  Colonel 
Hines  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dennard,  of  the 
Fifty-seventh  Indiana,  and  Colonel  Blake  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Neff,  of  the  Fortieth  Indiana, 
with  others,  were  wounded.  During  this  attack, 
tho  Fifteenth  Indiana,  commanded  by  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Wood,  counter-charged  ox*  o\\a 


dred  and  seventy-five  prisoners.  IV  capi  , 
was  from  the  Twentieth  Louisiana.  Wifci 
attack  was  in  progress,  I  received  a  na_, 
from  General  Palmer,  commanding  the  &tai  I 


division  of  the  left  wing,  that  be  vm  wb 
pressed,  and  desired  I  would  send  baity 
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the  enemy's  regiments,  and  captured  ons  C*>Vsm\  Raatesse^  >^9^s^^flSs 


ment,  if  I  could  possibly  spare  one.  Inti 
order  to  General  Hascall  to  stndtwginw. 
General  Palmer's  assistance,  if  bis 
would  warrant  it    He  dispatch 
eighth  Indiana,  Colonel  G.  P.  Boefi ;  _ 
to  report  to  General  Palmer.  The 
into  position,  reserved  its  fire  m 
were  In  close  ranee,  and  then  pour  ^ J  miii 
ering  discharge,  from  which  thefoeRoMi 
disorder.   Our  extreme  left  next  tawi 
object  of  the  enemy's  attention.  Skiniaa 
were  seen  descending  the  slope  ontheofpeil 
side  of  the  river,  as  also  working 
down  the  stream  for  the  purpose,  appna^ft 
gaining  our  left  flank  and  rear.  A  far 
directed  charges  of  grape  and  ornate  hi 
Cox's  battery  drove  tnem  back.  Hut  tan 
did  most  excellent  service  in  coxmter-bi&n( 
the  enemy's  artillery,  posted  on  the  fcaghftfl 
the  southern  side  of  the  river.  TheimM 
was  now  well  advanced,  but  the  enenytti 
seem  disposed  to  relinquish  the  design  4  V* 
ing  us  from  our  position.   Heavy  mwm 
again  assembled  in  front  of  the  centre,  *i 
view,  evidently,  of  renewing  the  nwet 
the  well-directed  fire  of  the  artillery  hdd  tiro 
in  check,  and  only  a  small  force  came  vfte 
range  of  our  small  arms,  which  wis  rati? 
repulsed.   The  enemy  concluded  his  oyenfetf 
against  the  left,  as  night  approached,  br 
ing  on  it  with  his  artillery.    Cox's  and  W?i 
batteries  gallantly  and  effectually  replied.  Be 
darkness  soon  put  a  conclusion  to  this  tftSby 
duel,  and  when  the  night  descended  brotgfiii 
period  to  the  long  and  bloody  contest  of  this 
ever-memorable  dav,  which  found  the  Pint  u4 
Second  brigades,  HascalTs  and  Wagner's,  occu- 
pying, with  Bome  slight  interchange  in  the 
position  of  particular  regiments,  the  grone 
on  which  they  had  gone  into  the  fight  in  tbt 
morning.   Every  effort  of  the  enemy  to  &- 
lodge  tnem  had  failed ;  every  attack  was  r> 
lantly  repulsed.   I  cannot  speak  in  too  feign 
terms  of  praise  of  the  soldierly  bearing  in£ 
steadfast  courage  with  which  the  officer!  aad 
men  of  these  two  brigades  maintained  the 
battles  throughout  the  day.   Their  good  con- 
duct deserves  and  will  receive  the  higUs 
commendations  of  their  commanders  and  cost- 
trymen.     The  commanding  General  of  die 
enemy  has  borne  testimony  in  his  dispatch 
to  the  gallantry  and  success  of  their  resi*:- 
e.   Cox's  and  Estep's  batteries  were  splen- 
didly served  throughout  the  day,  and  did  fa 
most  effective  service.    They  lost  heavily  n. 
men  and  horses,  and  it  was  necesaw  to 
Estep  to  call  on  the  One  Hundredth  Dime*, 
for  a  detail  to  aid  in  working  his  guns.  I 
An\n*  \fTCsvroaYi  msads&^^at,  the  Third  bri- 
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morning  and  sent  to  reinforce  the 
It  remained  on  that  part  of  the  field  dur- 
I  entire  day,  I  am  not  able,  consequently, 
ik  of  its  service  from  personal  observa- 
Bnt  its  extremely  heavy  list  of  casu- 
shows  how  hotly  it  was  engaged,  and 
valuable  service  it  rendered:  lam  sure 
>t£he  expectation  I  had  ever  confidently 
Sained  of  what  would  be  its  bearing  in 
Mice  of  the  foe.   Bradley's  Sixth  Ohio  bat- 
i  associated  with  this  brigade  during  the 
i  skilfully  handled  and  did  most  effec- 
ttervke.  It  lost  two  of  its  guns,  but  they 
■*E>iked  before  they  were  abandoned.  Thev 
-      '  subsequently  recaptured  by  the  Thirteenth 
^^Ban,  attached  to  this  brigade.   From  all 
2^^^  learned  of  the  service  of  the  Third  bri- 
^nd  Bradley's  battery,  I  am  sure  they  de- 
^qual  commendation  with  the  other  two 
and  batteries,  which  so  stoutly  held  the 
1fJr*      -An  official  report  of  events  so  thrilling  as 
r<c>5V  of  the  battle  of  the  thirty-first  ult,  made 
j^^^personal  observations  amid  the  din  and  roar 
k^^*1^  conflict,  and  unaided  by  the  reports  of 
fr^SL  Subordinate  commanders,  must  necessarily 
l^^^ent  but  a  brief  and  meagre  outline  of  the 
fcyT^*  enacted  by  the  troops  whose  services  it 
^^^fesses  to  portray.  A  report  so  prepared  may, 
^7*tire^y  unintentionally  on  the  part  of  the  writer, 
injustice  to  particular  troops  and  officers. 
Tj^Om  the  inability  of  reference  to  the  reports  of 
^bordinate  commanders,  I  cannot  give  any  de- 
of  the  heavy  casualties  of  the  battle  of  the 
thirty-first   I  must  leave  them  to  be  reported, 
with  the  subsequent  casualties,  by  my  succes- 
sor in  command.   The  absence  of  such  reports 
prevents  me  from  signalizing  byname  such  regi- 
mental and  company  officers  as  particularly  dis- 
tinguished themselves.  But  where  all  did  so  well 
^  it  would  be  difficult,  perhaps  invidious,  to  dis- 
criminate among  them.   To  my  brigade  com- 
k   menders,  Brigadier-General  Hascall,  commaud- 
:    ing  first  brigade.  Colonel  Wagner,  Fifteenth 
Indiana,  commanding  Second  brigade,  and  Col- 
onel Harker,  Sixty-fifth  Ohio,  commanding  Third 
brigade,  my  warmest  thanks  arc  duo  fur  their 
valuable  assistance,  their  hearty  co-operation, 
and  intelligent  performance  of  duty  tiu'oughout 
the  whole  of  that  trying  day.   For  those  ser- 
vices and  their  gallant  and  manly  bearing  under 
the  heaviest  fire,  they  richly  deserve  the  highest 
commendation  and  the  gratitude  of  their  coun- 
trymen. Colonels  Wagner  and  Harker  have 
long  and  ably  commanded  brigades,  and  I  re- 
spectfully submit  it  would  be  simply  an  act  of 
justice  to  confer  on  them  the  actual  and  legal 
rank  of.  the  command  they  have  so  long  exer- 
cised.  To  Major  S.  Race,  Chief  of  Artillery ; 
Surgeon  W.  W.  Blair,  Fifty-eighth  Indiana ;  Cap- 
tain M.  P.  Bestow.  Assistant  Adjutant-General ; 
First  Lieutenant  J.  L.  Yargan,  Fifty-eighth  Indi- 
ana, Aide-de-Camp ;  Captain  Y.  R.  Palmer,  Thir- 
teenth Michigan,  Inspector-General,  and  Major 
Walker,  Second  Indiana  cavalry,  volunteer  Aid- 
de-Camp,  my  thanks  are  due  and  cordially  given. 
Captain  L.  D.  Myers,  Division  Quartermaster; 


Captain  Henderson,  Commissarary  of  Subsist- 
ence to  the  division,  and  First  Lieutenant  Mar- 
tin, Twenty-first  Ohio,  Signal  Officer,  but  for 
some  time  engaged  in  performing  the  duties  of 
Acting  Assistant  Quartermaster,  great  credit  is 
due  for  the  intelligent  and  efficient  performance 
of  duty  in  their  respective  •  departments.  Cap- 
tain Bruce,  Fifty-eighth  Indiana,  Ordnance  Officer 
of  the  First  Virginia,  deserves  credit  for  valua- 
ble services  rendered  in  the  Ordnance  Depart- 
ment for  the  entire  division,  during  the  absence 
of  the  Division  Ordnance  Officer. 

My  division  is  composed  of  regiments  from 
the  States  of  Illinois,  Indiana,  Ohio,  Michigan, 
and  Kentucky.  To  the  relatives  and  personal 
friends  of  those  who  have  fallen  in  defence  of 
their  country,  I  would  respectfully  offer  my 
sympathy  and  condolence. 

About  ten  o'clock  Wednesday  morning,  dur- 
ing one  of  the  heaviest  attacks,  I  was  struck  by 
a  Minnie  ball  on  the  inner  side  of  the  left  heel. 
Fortunately  the  ball  struck  obliquely,  or  the  in- 
jury would  have  been  much  severer.  My  boot 
was  torn  open,  the  foot  lacerated,  and  a  severe 
contusion  inflicted.  I  did  not  dismount  from 
my  horse  till  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening.  The 
coldness  of  the  night,  combined  with  the  injury, 
made  my  foot  bo  painful  and  stiff  as  to  render 
it  evident  I  would  not  be  effective  for  imme- 
diate service.  I  was  ordered  by  the  command- 
ing General  of  the  corps  to  repair  that  night, 
by  ambulance,  with  an  escort,  to  the  city.  It 
was  with  extreme  regret  I  found  myself  in  a 
condition  to  make  it  necessary,  on  account  of  my 
injury,  to  leave  the  division  I  had  formed  and 
so  long  commanded ;  but  the  regret  was  allevi- 
ated by  the  reflection  that  I  had  left  the  division 
under  the  command  of  an  able  and  experienced 
officer,  one  who  had  long  served  with  it,  whp 
knew  it  well,  and  in  whom  it  had  confidence — 
Brigadier-General  Hascall. 

I  am  still  confined  to  my  room,  but  trust  ere 
long  to  be  ablo  to  resume  my  duties. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Th.  J.  Wood, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding. 

GENERAL  VAN  CLEVTPS  REPORT. 

Headquarters  Third  Drviaojr, ) 

ARMT  OF  TUB  CumiERLAXD.  J 

Major  Lyne  Starling,  Assistant  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral: 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  operations  of  my  division 
j  on  the  thirty-first  of  December,  1862 : 
|    At  seven  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  that  day, 
1 1  received  an  order  to  cross  Stone  River,  on 
:  which  my  left  rested,  and  march  toward  Mur- 
freesboro.  The  First  brigade,  Colonel  Beatty, 
I  Third  brigade,  Colonel  Price,  and  the  batteries, 
\  Captain  Swallow  commanding,  were  promptly 
,  moved  over  and  formed  into  line ;  the  Second 
brigade,  Colonel  Fyffe,  being  retaiuod  on  the 
,  south  Bide  by  &  TOtaftC£VKit  oxdet. 

My  line*  taVn£  Sonafc&      Atarax  \fe  % 
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by  your  order  I  recrossed  the  river,  leaving  the  1  the  coolness,  intrepidity,  andskiUtfiiiTbnB* 
Third  brigade  to  guard  the  ford.  With  the  I  commanders,  Colonels  "Beatty  and  Fyffe.idrf 
First  brigade  I  marched  rapidly  to  the  support  I  Captain  Swallow,  Chief  of  ArtiDenr.  ft  fc 
of  General  Rousseau,  whose  division  was  hard  |  members  of  my  staff,  Captain  E.  A.Ofv.Asit 
pressed  by  the  enemy.  Wc  formed  in  a  wood  ]  ant  Adjutant-General ;  Captain  C.  H.  Wojifc 
on  the  south  side  of  the  Murfreesboro  and  Nash-  j  speetor-General ;  Captain  William  StarincJtp 
villo  turnpike.  Our  lines  were  no  sooner  formed  j  graphical  Engineer ;  Lieutenants  T.  P.  MvU 
than  the  enemy  were  seen  advancing,  driving  j  ana  H.  M.  Williams,  Aids-de-Oamp.  I  <mtmft 
before  them  our  scattered  troops.  Our  ranks 
were  opened  to  suffer  them  to  pass,  when  they 
closed  and  opened  on  the  enemy  with  a  wither- 
ing fire,  who  were  soon  brought  to  a  halt  A 
murderous  fire  was  kept  up  on  both  sides  about 
twenty  minutes,  when  the  enemy  began  to  re- 
coil. Out  second  line  now  relieving  the  first 
with  a  hearty  cheer,  the  rebels  broke  and  retreat- 
ed. The  Second  brigade  coming  up  at  this  i  morning  I  was  compelled  to  turn  over  thrw 
moment,  formed  on  the  right  and  joined  in  the  j  mand  of  the  division  to  Colonel  Beatty, udwfa 


for  the  promptness,  faithfulness,  and  0  . 

with  which  mey  executed  my  orden.  «de» 
veyed  intelligence  on  the  field.  Sergeant K I 
Rhodes,  of  the  First  Ohio  cavalry,  in  ansa* 
of  my  escort,  conducted  himself  fikei  tntd 
dier,  and  deserves  honorable  mention. 

A  slight  wound  received  early  tfaw  fr.lt 
coming  exceedingly  painful,  on  the  folloui 


pursuit  Wo  pressed  the  enemy  through  this 
wood,  and  across  an  open  field,  to  another 
wood,  where  they  appear  to  have  met  with 
reinforcements  and  re-formed.  The  Seventh 
Indiana  battery,  Captain  Swallow,  joined  us  on 
this  open  field,  and  rendered  efficient  aid.  Hero 
I  received  information  from  General  Rosecrans 
that  "General  Rousseau  was  driving  the  enemy,  I 
accompanied  with  an  order  for  me  to  press 
them,  hard. 

At  the  same  moment  I  was  notified  by  a 
messenger  from  Colonel  Harker,  whose  brigade 
was  to  my  right  and  rear,  that  the  enemy  were 
in  force  on  my  right  in  a  wood,  and  were  plant- 
ing a  battery  there.  I  immediately  sent  a  mes- 
sage to  Colonel  Harker  to  press  the  enemy  hard, 
as  I  had  no  reserve  to  protect  my  right;  to 
Captain  Swallow,  who  was  doing  good  service 
with  his  battery,  not  to  suffer  it  to  be  captured ; 


from  the  field. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  aerom. 

H.P.Yisrin 

COLONEL  REATTT-'S  BEPOKL 

FlKADQUJinw  Thud  IHms.  \ 
Gamp  sear  MrwiureiMiKK  Jsouwy.titti 

Major  Lyne  Starling,  Assistant  A(fy&B*&* 
red: 

Major  :  T  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  f± 
lowing  report  of  the  operations  of  this  dMwn 
for  the  time  embraced  between  the  first  ni 
third  days  of  January,  1863,  inclusive: 

I  was  called  to  the  command  of  the  dims 
on  the  morning  of  January  first,  by  General  ^« 
Cleve's  disability,  from  the  wound  rewrwdii 
the  battle  of  the  preceding  day 
At  three  p.  m.  on  that  cay,  I  received  «fen 


to  Colonel  Beatty  to  send  two  regiments,  if  they  |  to  cross  Stone  River  with  my  command  it  A* 
could  possibly  be  spared,  to  the  support  of  I  "  upper  ford,"  and  hold  the  hill  overionkiDp& 
Colonel  Fyffc,  and  a  fourth  to  General  Critten- 1  river  near  the  ford.  Accordingly,  at  daytei* 
den  to  inform  him  of  my  critical  situation.  The  !  the  Third  brigade.  Colonel  Price"  commauihe 
enemy  now  poured  a  galling  fire  of  musketry, 1  crossed  the  river  at  the  place  indicated.  thm«- 
accompanied  with  grape  and  shell,  on  our  right.  I  ing  out  skirmishers  and  flankers.  Colonel  Friw 
Colonel  Fyffc's  brigade,  supported  by  Captain  |  was  quickly  followed  by  Colonel  FyfiVs  brigade; 
Swallow's  battery,  gallantly  returned  the  fire, !  the  force  being  formed  in  two  lines,  the  rah 
but  being  overpowered  by  numbers  on  front  I  retiring  on  the  high  ground  near  the  river  tad 
and  flank,  were  soon  compelled  to  retire,  fol- 1  east  of  the  ford,  and  the  left  thrown  forward  t- 


lowed  but  a  short  distance  by  the  enemy.  Cap- 
tain Swallow,  to  whom  too  much  praise  cannot 
be  awarded,  brought  off  his  battery  safely. 

Colonel  Beatty,  who  had  been  pressing  the 
enemy  on  the  left,  as  soon  as  he  learned  the  con- 
dition of  affairs,  retired  in  good  order ;  with  two 
of  his  regiments,  was  ordered  by  General  Rose- 


crans to  protect  a  battery  on  the  Murfreesboro  I  port  a  battery. 


that  the  direction  of  the  line  should  be  warh 
perpendicular  to  the  river. 

In  the  meantime,  the  First  brigade,  Cdroc 
Grider  commanding,  had  been  disposed  w  S* 
lows :  Two  regiments  were  formed  in  the  hofr* 
near  the  hospital,  as  a  reserve,  the  other  '.*■» 
remaining  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  to  m> 


road ;  the  remaining  two  regiments  of  his  bri- 
gade and  Colonel  Fyffc's  brigade  were  re-formed, 
and  took  a  position  on  the  left  of  General  Mc- ! 
Cook's  corps,  and  to  the  right  of  the  Pioneer, 
which  position  wo  occupied  without  further 
adventure  till  after  dark. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  inviting 
your  attention  to  the  gallantry  displayed  by 

those  under  my  command  during  t\v\&  eivga^^-\  coibbhnn&k^  ^ms  accordingly,  at  about  ten 
men  t  To  both  officers  and  men  too  rawc\\.  \  cVm3r  creVmA.  wm^awid  i* 
cannot  be  awarded.   1  would  p&rticxxtacfy  uo\xcMuri\u\n^\H&w  ^^w* 


The  enemy's  skirmishers  were  now  diff- 
ered in  a  wood,  distant  half  a  mile  or  »n  froo 
our  first  line,  and  occasional  firing  took  place  <-i 
both  sides. 

Information  of  all  these  movements  wa#  kqi 
to  General  Crittenden,  who  sent  me  word  if  I 
needed  artillery  to  order  up  a  battery.  Tlx 
Third  Wisconsin  battery,  Lieutenant  Living 
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ies  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  and  in- 
occasionally  seen{  and  at  length  a 
was  distinctly  visible  through  the 
the  wood.  Lieutenant  Livingston 
to  bring  np  his  battery.  It  was 
placed  in  position  on  the  rising 
wit  of  Colonel  Yyffe'B  brigade.  Sev- 
vcre  thrown  at  the  enemy's  line, 
d  its  disappearance;  it  was  sup- 
they  had  lam  down.  One  section, 
Hubbard  commanding,  was  now 
s  hill  on  the  right,  whence,  also,  one 
}  were  thrown  at  detached  parties, 
is  brigade  was  moved  to  the  left  of 
where  it  was  covered  by  a  skirt  of 

•  whole  force  had  been  constantly 
making  the  men  lie  down. 

p  c/clock  the  remaining  two  regi- 
ilonel  Grider's  brigade,  the  Nine- 
md  Ninth  Kentucky,  were  ordered 
river,  which  they  did,  forming  near 

on  the  left  of  the  other  two  regi- 
;  same  brigade,  to  protect  our  loft 
mcmy's  force  was  occasionally  seen 
ir  left,  and  Generals  Crittenden  and 

advised  of  the  fact ;  Colonel  Grose 
eutly  ordered  to  support  me.  His 
ed  so  as  to  protect  our  left,  reliev- 
rteenth  Ohio  and  Ninth  Kentucky, 
tgimcnta  were  formed  in  rear  of  the 

*  second  line,  as  a  reserve,  being 
3  hollow  near  the  ford, 
disturbance  occurred  during  the 
the  occasional  fifing  of  the  skir- 
3olonel  Grose 's  brigade  and Livings- 

recrossed  the  river.  About  mid- 
re  alarmed  by  sharp  firing  from  the 

they  reported  that  it  was  caused 
p's  skirmishers  advancing  and  firing 
»e  of  our  men  was  killed  and  one 
Nothing  else  occurred  during  the 
he  morning  of  Friday,  January  sec- 
ton's  battery  came  across  the  river 
vas  posted  as  before.  There  was 
hing  during  the  earlier  part  of  the 

lty-ninth  Indiana,  Colonel  Knifler, 
to  take  place  in  the  first  line,  to 
p  between  Colonel  Fyffe's  brigade 
ra.  Nothing  of  note  occurred  until 
n  o'clock,  when  the  firing  of  the 
mishers  became  very  constant  and 
;y  slowly  crept  np  toward  us.  The 
now  reported  a  battery  being 
xr  front,  and  shortly  afterward,  that 
ents  of  infantry  and  three  pieces  of 
e  moving  to  our  left, 
all  these  movements  was  given  to 
ittenden  and  Palmer,  and  Colonel 
ide  again  came  over  to  our  support 
the  enemy's  battery  opened  with 
bens,  directed  at  Lieutenant  Hub- 
m  of  artillery  on  the  hill.  The 
llery  were  now  seen  moving  to  our 
i  another  battery  opened  fire  upon 
ubbard'e  section. 


As  the  enemy's  skirmishers  were  so  near  that 
their  firing  was  annoying  and  dangerous  to  the 
artillery,  I  ordered  Lieutenant  Livingston  to 
retire  and  take  a  position  on  the  hill  near  the 
hospital.  A  few  shells  were  still  thrown  by  the  • 
enemy's  battery  on  our  left,  and  occasional  ones 
from  an  apparently  heavy  battery  across  the 
river.  As  the  enemy's  skirmishers  pressed  ours 
very  closely,  our  lines  were  strengthened  by 
throwing  out  two  more  companies.  The  firing 
was  very  sharp,  and  many  or  our  men  as  well  as 
theirs,  were  wounded.  At  about  half-past  two 
o'clock  it  was  reported  that  four  more  of  the 
enemy's  guns  were  moving  toward  our  left. 
Word  was  sent  of  this,  as  in  case  of  all  other 
movements,  to  General  Crittenden.  At  about 
three  o'clock  our  skirmishers  reported  that  the 
enemy  8  skirmishers  were  throwing  down  the 
fence  in  front  of  our  line.  Orders  were  sent  to 
Colonel  Price  to  let  his  first  lino  fall  back  behind 
the  crest  of  the  hill,  but  before  he  could  receive 
them  the  enemy  were  advancing  across  the  field 
to  the  charge.  They  were  formed  in  column, 
with  a  front  of  apparently  two  regiments. 

The  first  column  was  three  regiments,  or  six 
ranks  deep  ;  this  was  succeeded  oy  a  second  of 
the  same  depth,  and  a  third  apparently  greater. 

At  the  same  moment  their  artillery  opened 
from  three  or  four  different  points,  throwing 
shot,  shell  and  canister  directly  into  us. 

As  the  enemy's  columns  approached  to  within 
a  hundred  yards  or  so,  the  first  line  rose  up 
and  delivered  a  heavy  fire  upon  their  column, 
which  checked  it  for  a  moment;  they  soon 
pressed  on,  however.  The  regiments  of  the 
first  line,  the  Fifty-first  Ohio,  Eighth  Kentucky, 
and  Tlurty-fifth  and  Seventy-ninth  Indiana, 
fought  gallantly  until  the  enemy  were  within  a 
few  yards  of  them,  when,  overpowered  by  num- 
bers, they  were  compelled  to  retire. 

This  movement  confused  and  disorganized 
the  second  line,  which  also  was  ordered  to  fall 
back.  The  reserve,  consisting:  of  the  Nineteenth 
Ohio,  Ninth  Kentucky,  and  Eleventh  Kentucky, 
was  now  ordered  up.  They  advanced  most 
gallantly  toward  the  crest  of  the  hill,  and  poured 
a  destructive  fire  upon  the  enemy,  whose  first 
column  was  by  this  time  almost  annihilated. 
Their  supporting  columns  soon  came  up,  how- 
ever, and  at  the  same  time  a  force  advanced 
along  the  river  bank  upon  our  right  flank.  Our 
men  fought  with  most  desperate  courage,  as 
will  appear  from  their  severe  loss,  until  forced 
hack  by  the  actual  pressure  of  the  enemy.  Even 
then  they  broke  back  from  the  right,  file  by 
file,  stubbornly  contesting  their  ground.  At 
last,  however,  the  right  being  forced  back,  the 
left  was  ordered  to  retire,  which  it  slowly  did 
until  the  bank  of  the  river  was  reached. 

Attempts  wore  made  to  rally  the  men  at 
several  points,  but  it  was  impossible  from  the 
heavy  fire  and  the  close  proximity  of  the  enemy ; 
most  of  them  were,  therefore,  forced  across 
the  river,  where  many  of  them  rallied  and  re- 
turned with  the  ftrefc  «Qsrotirf\\i%  vaSvA 
am  proud  to  say  tia&i  \ha  <*\qt*  ^SCy&rp 
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teenth  Ohio,  Ninth  Kentucky,  and  Fifty-first 
Ohio  were  the  first  to  recross  the  stream  after 
the  enemy's  check.  The  tremendous  fire  of  our 
artillery  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  with 
Livingston's  battery  on  the  other,  with  the  de- 
termined resistance  they  had  met,  had  stopped 
the  enemy  at  the  river ;  and  now,  as  our  troops 
pressed  forward,  they  fled  in  confusion,  leaving 
four  of  their  guns. 

Several  brave  officers  had  rallied  a  great  num- 
ber of  our  men,  and  were  the  foremost  in  the 
advance. 

Night  now  came  on  and  closed  the  pursuit 
The  regiments  were  rapidly  reorganized,  and  in 
a  few  houra  were  in  a  state  of  efficiency,  and 
turned  out  promptly  and  cheerfully  at  an  alarm. 


The  Second  brigade,  Colonel  fjfie,ia« 
attacked,  the  front  of  the  enemy  i  cols*  a* 
extending  to  them.  Seeing  the  rigfe  ssj 
back,  they  also  retired  in  good  oner.  Is> 
tenant  Livingston's  battery  fired  cxMaAjd 
well  from  the  first  appearance  of  fte  mm, 
until  the  very  last  moment  he  arid  nas 
safely.  He  then  crossed  the  mer  via* 
losing  a  piece. 

I  cannot  too  much  commend  the  plait  ■» 
ner  in  which  my  men  fought,  and  the  praft 
ness  with  which,  when  forced  to  gm  *f. 
they  rallied  and  reorganized. 

The  following  is  a  report  of  the  motf* 
killed,  wounded  and  missing  in  the 
before  Murfrcesboro,  Tennessee : 
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To  the  commanders  of  the  different  brigades, 
Colonels  Grider,  Price  and  Fyffe,  my  thanks  are 
due  for  the  gallantry  and  coolness  of  their  be- 
havior under  very  trying  circumstances.  Lieu- 
tenant Livingston,  of  the  Third  Wisconsin 
battery,  did  efficient  service,  and  performed  his 
duty  ably  and  handsomely.  Lieutenant  Smoch, 
Third  Kentucky  cavalry,  who  commanded  a 
detachment  of  couriers,  remained  constantly  on 
hand  near  me,  and  was  of  great  use. 

To  the  following  ofiicers,  members  of  my  staff, 
I  tender  my  thanks  for  their  assistance,  and  the 
manner  in  which  it  was  rendered :  Captain  E. 
A.  Otis,  Assistant  Adjutant-General ;  Captain  C. 
H.  Wood,  Acting  Assistant  Inspector-General ; 
Captain  William  Starling,  Topographical  Engi- 
neer, and  Lieutenants  T.  F.  Murdoch  and  II.  M. 
Williams,  Aids-dc-Camp. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Samuel  Beattt, 

Colonel,  commanding. 

CAPTAIN  J.  ST  CLAIR  MORTON'S  REPORT. 

The  following  is  a  full  abstract  of  the  official 
report  of  Captain  James  St  Clair  Morton,  corps 
of  engineers,  commanding  brigade  of  pioneers : 

The  pioneer  brigade  of  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland consists  of  throe  battalions  of  infantry, 
selected  from  for ty  different  regiments,  and  the 

Ptain  Stokes. 
iu\o\%,  com- 


DWVVMM  1U1  VT    UUIVIOUb    1  CglUJOill/C 

Chicago  Board  of  Trade  battery,  Captai 

Captain  Bridges,  of  the  ^meteenih.  uih  _    ,  s    w 

manded  the  Firet  battalion*,  CapteYtt  ol  \ X^qhit^ysAVj  *a»  <vsttssfitt&a^£tawinL  Stokw" 

the  Eleventh  Michigan,  the  BecouA,  wui         ^»X^n  <sv*sikA 


tain  Clements,  of  the  Sixty-ninth  Ohio,  the  "to 
battalion. 

On  the  march  from  Nashville,  the  taring 
constructed  two  bridges  over  Stewart*  Cm 
between  the  hours  of  four  p.  x.  and  four  g'dak 
a.  m.,  twenty-ninth  and  thirtieth  of  Itamta- 
arriving  at  the  battle-field  on  the  thirtieth. 

On  the  morning  of  the  thirty-first  of  ue» 
ber,  the  brigade  was  engaged  in  imploring 
fords  of  Stone  River,  in  which  the  right  hital- 
ion  sustained  the  fire  of  some  rebel  canjy 
Captain  (now  Brigadier-General)  Morton  *» 
ordered,  soon  afterward,  to  take  position  in  fine 
of  battle.   The  brigade  was  formed  by  ordif  «* 
General  Rosecraiis,  in  person,  fronting  tuvini 
the  right   The  enemy  appeared  on  a  rise  A 
ground,  in  front,  from  which  they  had  drWa 
one  of  our  batteries.   Stokes'  battery  imnwk 
atelv  opened  fire,  with  canister,  and  drove  thai 
back.  Captain  Morton,  at  the  personal  order  & 
General  Kosecrans,  who,  with  his  staff  scao- 
panving  him,  advanced  to  the  eminence  **1 
held  it,  under  a  heavy  fire  from  the  rebel  bs> 
teries  and  sliarpshootera.   Stokes*  battery  *u 
supported  bv  the  First  battalion,  on  the  kfi. 
posted  in  a  thicket ;  the  Third  battalion  on  c&r 
right,  its  flank  protected  by  the  Second  bstal- 
ion,  posted  in  a  wood,  still  further  to  the  right- 
Shortly  after  the  line  was  formed  the  enes; 
appeared  across  the  field,  preparing  to  chsnre 
wootv  one  of  our  retiring  detachments,  which  1»J 
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\>xought  to  the  1 
?*  ^  T^igade  of  the  e 
5    ^^ttalion  in  the 


enemy  was  speedily  arrested.  The  right 
jo  was  attacked  soon  after,  the  enemy 
_  mshr  intending  to  penetrate  the  line  under 

f^er  of  the  forest    The  battalion  changed 
35**    to  obtain  a  flanking  fire,  and  by  a  single 
repulsed  the  enemy,  composed  of  the 
•^^nth  and  Fourteenth  Texas  regiment.  The 
^Gnty-ninth  Indiana  had  rallied  on  the  right 
^SJ*°  laattalion  in  the  meantime,  and  assisted 
success.   This  was  one  of  the  most  bril- 
G{>iBodes  of  the  battle.  It  followed  quickly 
"tkie  charge  made  by  the  General  in  per- 
^»  &o.<3  was  really  the  second  act  of  the  drama, 
2^  changed  the  tide  of  battle. 

7~ard  sunset  the  enemy  appeared  on  Mor- 
l«ft    Two  sections  of  Stokes'  battery 
left  of  the  First  battalion, 
enemy  which  had  attacked 
Q^^*wrauon  in  uio  thicket,  was  bitterly  re- 
^^S*^-   Their  dead  were  left  within  fifty  paces 
^2*°* ton's"  lines.   The  troops  behaved  admir- 

^^^**e  pioneers  slept  on  their  arms  that  night 
^y*y  New  Year's  morning,  the  enemy  again 
{2^^ared  on  the  left,  apparently  to  advance 
sJS25?Si  a  gap  between  it  and  the  Murfreesboro 
i^J^Jpike.  Morton  immediately  changed  front 
occupied  the  gap.  A  hot  engagement 
infantry  and  artillery  being  used  so 
^-*w*vely  that  the  enemy  could  not  push  be- 
«t**nd  the  edge  of  the  wood,  and  they  were 
S^slly  driven  back  with  severe  loss.  The  posi- 
Mon  was  held  by  tho  pioneers  until  after  night- 
teJl,  when  they  were  relieved  and  formed  in 
Deserve. 

On  the  morning  of  Friday,  the  second  part  of 
the  pioneers  were  engaged  making  road-cross- 
ings over  the  railroad,  when  the  enemy  opened 
s  severe  cannonade.  Stokes'  battery  returned 
the  fire,  and  the  battalions  advanced,  support- 
ing it  under  a  fire  of  solid  shot  and  shell,  until 
the  rebel  battery  was  silenced,  when  the  pio- 
neers fell  back  to  their  position. 

In  the  afternoon,  when  Breckinridge  made  his 
attack  upon  Van  Cleve's  small  division,  which 
had  been  thrown  across  the  river  on  our  left, 
General  Rosecrans,  in  person,  ordered  the  pio- 
neers to  the  left  as  reinforcements.  Morton 
marched  his  command  at  double-quick,  and 
arrived  on  the  line  occupying  a  gap  in  it,  under 
the  firing  of  a  rebel  battery,  which  was  soon 
silenced  by  Stokes'  battery,  which  was  worked 
with  great  skill  and  vigor. 

General  Negley's  (Eighth)  division  was  al- 
ready tremendously  engaged.  The  enemy  had 
advanced  in  columns  of  brigades  six  deep  with- 
out intervals,  presenting  a  most  formidable  mass, 
and  threatening  to  carry  everything  before  them. 
Our  batteries  opened  in  magnificent  concert,  and 
the  most  obstinate  combat  of  the  whole  scries 
of  engagements  was  culminating.  General  Neg- 
ley  now  requested  Morton  to  reinforce  him,  and 
the  pioneers  were  at  once  moved  up  at  a  double- 
quick  and  formed,  the  Third  battalion  in  second 
line  behind  the  division  under  command  of  Gen- 
eral Jeff.  (X  Davis,  the  First  extending  beyond  it, 
Vol.  X.—Doc.  33 


and  throwing  out  its  own  advance,  occupying 
the  space  between  it  and  the  river ;  Stokes'  bat- 
tery was  posted  on  a  knoll  between  the  First 
and  Second  battalions,  the  Second  being  in  sec 
ond  line  on  the  extreme  right  The  fighting, 
meantime,  of  the  most  violent  description,  was 
growing  slack,  and  the  enemy,  finally  defeated, 
were  flying  back  to  Murfreesboro,  darkness  pre- 
venting pursuit. 

After  nightfall,  the  pioneers  recrossed  the 
river,  and  again  assumed  position  in  the  reserve, 
the  Second  battalion  being  detailed  to  dig  rifle- 
pits  in  the  front,  near  the  pike,  and  on  the 
extreme  right  They  labored  all  night  in  the 
rain.  On  January  third,  the  Third  battalion 
relieved  the  First,  then  on  duty  in  tho  trenches ; 
on  the  fourth,  the  Second  aud  Third  battalions 
began  the  construction  of  two  lunettes  on  tho 
north  bank  of  the  river,  and  the  First  battalion 
began  a  trcBtle  bridge  across  it ;  on  tho  fifth  the 
work  continued,  and  the  Third  battalion,  with 
the  advance  of  the  army,  went  in  pursuit  of  the 
en«my. 

The  loss  of  the  brigade  was  as  follows : 
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The  force  of  the  brigade  actually  engaged  was 
sixteen  huudred  men— ninety-five  in  Stokes' 
battery.  . 

Throughout  the  engagement  the  pioneers  be- 
haved nobly,  and  upon  requisition  worked  zeal- 
ously night  and  day,  although  insufficiently 
subsisted,  and  under  vicissitudes  of  inclement 
weather  and  rebel  fire. 

Captain  Morton  eulogized  the  conduct  of  the 
artillerymen  in  the  highest  nianner.  They 
fought  under  the  eye  of  the  General,  and  won 
high  encomiums  from  him.  Captain  Morton,  in 
his  report,  says :  "  As  the  commanding  General 
was  everywhere  present  on  the  field  with  his 
staff,  he  cannot  but  have  remarked  the  good 
servico  done  by  Captain  Stokes,  who  manifested 
the  greatest  zeal,  and  managed  his  battery  withr 
the  utmost  decision  and  success.'* 

Captain  Morton  most  honorably  mentions  his 
Adjutant,  Lieutenant  Lambcsscn,  of  the  Nine 
teenth  Illinois;  his  Inspectors,  Lieutenants 
Clark,  of  the  Sixteenth  United  States  infantry, 
and  Murphy,  of  the  Twenty-first  Wisconsin ;  bis 
j  Aids,  Lieutenant  Reeve,  of  the  Thirty-seventh. 
Indiana,  and  Ass^\a\\X^\^^t^w«s^\*^^ 
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whom  exhibited  the  utmost  ardor  and  alacrity 
in  the  performance  of  their  duty." 

Captain  Hood,  Captain  Clements  and  Captain 
Bridges,  commanding  the  battalions,  are  highly 
extolled.  The  latter,  though  wounded  on  the 
thirty-first,  remained  in  command  of  his  bat- 
talion. 

CAPTAIN  MEXDENH ALL'S  REPORT. 
Hkadquartkrs  Left  Wixo,  January  10,  1863. 

Major  L.  Starling,  Cliiff  of  Staff : 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  operations  of  the  artillery 
in  the  left  wing,  from  December  twenty-six, 
1862,  to  January  two,  1863.  This  army  marched 
from  camp,  near  Nashville,  December  twenty- 
sixth  ;  the  left  wing  marching  on  the  Murfrees- 
boro  pike. 

December  20. 

About  threo  p.  m.,  our  advance  was  brought 
to  a  stand-still,  near  Lavergne,  by  a  rebel  bat- 
tor}'.  It  was  opposed  by  a  section  of  artillery 
serving  with  the  cavalry,  which  being  unable 
to  dislodge  the  enemy,  our  advance  battery 
(Captain  Standart,  Battery  B,  First  Ohio)  was, 
after  a  little  delay,  put  in  position  and  opened 
fire,  soon  silencing  the  enemy. 

December  27. 

General  Hascall  took  the  advance  with  his 
brigade,  and  Lieutenant  Estop's  Eighth  Indiana 
battery.  They  marched  steadily  forward  till  the 
enemy  were  driven  across  Stewart's  Creek ;  the 
battery  halting  only  when  it  was  necessary  to 
fire ;  two  pieces  were  posted  near,  covering  the 
bridge. 

December  28. 

Some  artillery  was  so  disposed  as  to  check 
the  enemy,  should  they  attempt  to  destroy  or 
retake  the  bridge. 

December  29. 

Lieutenant  Parsons,  commanding  Batteries  H 
and  M,  Fourth  artillery,  being  in  a  commanding 

Sosition,  threw  a  few  shells  about  nine  a.  m., 
riving  the  enemy's  picket  from  the  opposite 
woods.  Our  column  advanced  across  the  bridge 
at  ten  a.  m.,  meeting  with  little  resistance  till 
within  about  three  miles  of  Murfreesboro.  Our 
troops  were  placed  in  line  of  battle  as  they 
came  up,  the  artillery  remaining  with  their 
divisions. 

December  80. 

About  nine  a.  m.,  the  enemy  opened  fire  upon 
Captain  Cox's  Tenth  Indiana  battery  (which  was 
between  the  pike  and  the  railroad,  and  in  front 
artially  covered  by  woods).  Captain  Bradley's 
ixth  Ohio  battery  at  once  took  a  position  to 
the  left  of  the  woods,  and  in  a  corn  field.  The 
two  batteries  soon  silenced  that  of  the  enemy. 
One  shot  killed  a  man  near  where  a  number  of 
general  and  staff  officers  were  standing,  and 
another  passing  through  Battery  H,  Fourth  artil- 
lery, killing  one  man,wound\iigaiiO^T,\ife&\^ 
disabling  a  horse. 


The  left  wing  started  to  crow  Sioce  Rrc,  I 
about  eight  a.  x.,  but  before  a  diriskt  U  I 
crossed,  intelligence  was  received  thattheiih  I 
was  falling  back.  Colonel Fyffes brigade, vlilA  I 
was  about  crossing,  was  ordered  to  conifer-  I 
march  and  move  at  double-quick  to  the  rigk  I 
Captain  Swallow's  Seventh  Indiana  battery  >i»  I 
a  ted  for  a  time  with  this  brigade,  sheiusg'k  I 
rebel  cavalry  from  the  brick  hospital.  CM  I 
Beatty's  brigade,  having  recrosjsed  the  rim.  I 
advanced  to  the  support  of  the  right  wiar,  I 
the  Twenty-sixth  Pennsylvania  battery! "]»  I 
tenant  Stevens  commanding,  being  uiab*  %  I 
follow  the  brigade  through  the  woods,  tail  I 
position  near  tne  pike,  and  received  the  tsar  1 
with  shot  and  shell  as  they  advanced  tftaf-:  1 
retreating  columns,  and  I  think  did  his  wi  I 
checking  them.  He  advanced  as  they  rtlk«i.  1 
and  took  a  position  in  a  com  field  on  the  rip  1 
of  the  pike  near  the  three-mile  post,  and  ip;  I 
opened  upon  the  enemy.    The  position  J  t  1 
I  attery  underwent  several  changes  dnrii^  4  1 
Pest  of  the  day,  but  remained  in  the  san*  --  1 
Ej  lediate  vicinity.  The  Third  Wisconsin  teatr  | 
having  recrossed  the  river  with  the  hn>-- 

I  )ok  a  position  commanding  the  ford,  iind  a"-*c 
twelve  m.  opened  upon  the  enemy's  caviiry 
while  attempting  to  drive  off  some  «  r 
wagons  which  had  crossed  the  river,  and  v^ 
it  ear  a  hospital  we  had  established  on  thr  {■&-: 
side,  driving  them  away  with  very  little  Wt 
The  batteries  of  General  Wood  s  division  id  . 
Tenth  Indiana,  Estep's  Eighth  Indiana,  and  Brai 
ley's  Sixth  Ohio,  all  under  command  if  iUr 
Race,  of  the  First  Ohio  artillery)  foughr  viib  &- 
brigades  with  which  they  were  serving.  Ib. 
no  occasion  to  give  special  orders  to  them  'iuif 
t  he  day.  The  batteries  of  General  Palmer  s  ie- 
ion  served  with  it  during  the  morning,  rendrria 
good  service.  Captain  Standards  batten  i£ 
back  with  General  Craft's  brigade,  and  wi$  r" 
again  engaged  during  the  day.  Captain  CUi- 
■  rell,  dunng  the  afternoon,  was  ordered  to  it- 
front,  taking  a  position  in  the  corn  field  oa  t;: 

I I  'ft  of  the  wooas  where  the  enemy  were  ubSt- 
ing  such  desperate  attempts  to  force  back  ih 
I  {ft  At  this  place,  Captain  Cockerel! 
severely  wounded  in  the  foot,  and  the  conusas-. 
of  his  battery  devolved  upon  Lieutenant  Or 
burn.  Two  guns  of  this  battery  mvre  de- 
bled  from  their  own  firing,  the  axles  beiic  i  • 

weak.   One  of  the  limbers  of  this  batten 
blown  up  during  the  day.    Lieutenant  Psrs>r.* 
commanding  Batteries  H  and  M,  Fourth  jt£- 
lery,  was  ordered  up  to  support  the  left  aK' -t 
four  p.  m.,  and  took  a  position  near  the  niir  al- 
itor he  had  expended  all  his  ammonife*. 
sent  Captain  Swallow's  Seventh  Indiana  haterr 
)  replace  him.   These  batteries  did  mwh  - 
repel  the  enemy  as  they  advanced  with  ib- 
vident  determination  to  drive  us  back  a:  £ 
azards  if  possible.   During  the  night  the  la- 
ctones were  re-supplied  with  ammunition,  an  i : 
\&x*&\fc&         \ft  Xaks*  v^&kjtu^  as  follows.  I*- 
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on  the  extreme  left;  Captain 
s  right,  near  the  railroad  ;  Lieu- 
also  near  the  railroad,  bnt  on  the 
Swallow.  The  batteries  of  the 
between  the  railroad  and  the 
Bradley  on  the  left,  Captain  Cox 
nd  Lieutenant  Estep  in  the  cen- 
«nd  division  batteries  near  the 

morning,  Lieutenant  Livingston 
cross  the  river  (he  was  assigned 
olonel  Beatty),  and  Captain  Swal- 
acc  commanding  the  lord  ;  Lieu- 
was  ordered  to  a  position  on 
au's  front  by  General  Rosecrans, 
ox  was  moved  across  the  pike 
ttery,  to  support  the  right  of  his 
ti  had  moved  its  right  to  that 
dark,  Captain  Standart  was  or- 
ve  Stokes'  battery.  No  firing, 
id  then  a  shell  at  the  enemy  s 
the  day. 

January  2L 
forenoon,  the  enemy  opened  fire 
eft,  which  was  not  responded  to, 
shell  doing  no  harm.  They  were 
iriously  upon  the  troops  and  bat- 
railroad  and  pike,  several  of  our 
ring  and  soon  silencing  them, 
emy  had  nearly  ceased  firing, 

opened  with  canister  upon  Cap- 
battery  and  Colonel  Harker's  bri- 
sr  several  men  and  horses, 
ldart,  with  three  pieces,  Captain 
Lieutenant  Estep  s  batteries,  re- 
distance  to  fit  up,  they  having 

or  less  injury  from  the  enemy. 
;y  fell  back  on  account  of  being 
Captain  Stokes.  He  returned  to 
ition,  after  a  little  while,  but  Cap- 
nd  Lieutenant  Estep  remained  in 
len  ordered  Lieutenant  Parsons, 
i  H  and  M,  Fourth  artillery,  to  a 
10  ridge  to  the  right  of  Captain 
was  on  the  highest  point  ridge, 
ford)  and  Lieutenaut  Osbum,  Bat- 
)hio,  to  a  position  perhaps  a  hun- 

the  right  of  Lieutenant  Pardons, 
ftemoon  Colonel  Beatty  changed 
*  Lieutenant  Livingstons  battery 
spital  (across  the  river), 
p.  m.,  while  riding  along  the  pike 
Crittenden,  we  heard  heavy  firing 
id  musketry  on  the  left.  We  at 
skly  over,  and  arriving  upon  the 
3rds  saw  our  infantry  retiring  be- 
ny.  The  General  asked  me  if  I 
loraething  to  relieve  Colonel  Beat- 
ins — Captain  Swallow  had  already 
lis  battery.  I  ordered  Lieutenant 
>ve  a  little  forward  with  his  guns ; 
zk  to  bring  up  Lieutenant  Estep 
ith  Indiana  battery ;  meeting  Cap- 
with  his  brigade  of  pioneers,  he 
ice,  and  I  told  him  to  move  briskly 


forward  with  his  brigade,  and  send  his  battery 
to  the  crest  of  the  hill  near  the  batteries  en- 
gaged ;  the  Eighth  Indiana  battery  took  posi- 
tion to  the  right  of  Lieutenant  Parsons.  See- 
ing that  Lieutenant  Osburn  was  in  position  (be- 
tween Lieutenants  Parsons  and  Estep)  I  rode  to 
Lieutenant  Stevens'  Twenty-sixth  Pennsylvania 
battery,  and  directed  him  to  change  front  to  fire 
to  the  left,  and  open  fire  ;  and  then  to  Captain 
Standart's,  and  directed  him  to  move  to  the  left 
with  his  pieces,  and  take  position  covering  the 
ford.  I  found  that  Captain  Bradley  had  antici- 
pated ray  wishes,  and  had  changed  front  to  fire 
to  the  left,  and  opened  upon  the  enemy.  This 
battery  was  near  the  railroad.  Lieutenant  Liv- 
ingston's battery  (which  was  across  the  river) 
opened  upon  the  advancing  enemy  and  con- 
tinued to  fire  until  he  thought  he  could  no 
longer  maintain  his  position,  when  ho  crossed 
over,  one  section  at  a  time,  and  opened  fire 
again.  The  firing  ceased  about  dark.  During 
this  terrible  encounter  of  little  more  than  an 
hour  in  duration,  forty-three  pieces  of  artillery 
belonging  to  the  left  wing,  Captain  Stokes'  bat- 
tery of  six  guns,  and  the  batteries  of  General 
Negley's  division,  about  nine  guns,  making  a 
total  of  about  fifty-eight  pieces,  opened  fire 
upon  the  enemy.  The  enemy  soon  retired ;  our 
troops  following.  Three  batteries  of  the  left 
wing,  besides  those  of  General  Davis,  crossed 
the  river  in  pursuit.  During  this  engagement, 
Lieutenant  Parsons  had  one  of  his  howitzers 
dismounted  by  a  shot  from  the  enemy,  but  it 
was  almost  immediately  replaced  by  dnc  cap- 
tured from  the  enemy  and  brought  over  by  the 
Nineteenth  Illinois. 

Captain  Cockerell  and  Lieutenant  Buckmar 
were  both  wounded  on  the  thirty-first.  The 
former  commanded  Battery  F,  First  Ohio,  and 
the  latter  belonged  to  the  Seventh  Indiana  bat- 
tery. Major  Race,  First  Ohio  artillery,  Chief  of 
Artillery  in  the  First  division,  and  the  several 
battery  commanders,  with  their  officers  and  men, 
all,  with  one  exception,  deserve  most  grateful 
mention  for  their  coolness  and  bravery  through- 
out the  battle.  Lieutenant  Parsons,  command- 
ing Batteries  H  and  M,  Fourth  artillery,  and  his 
ofheers,  Lieutenants  Cushing  and  Huntington, 
deserve  great  credit  for  their  courage  under  the 
hottest  of  the  enemy's  fire.  They  were  proba- 
blv  under  closer  fire  and  more  of  it  than  any 
other  battery  in  the  left  wing,  and  perhaps  in 
the  army.  I  am  more  than  pleased  with  the 
way  they  behaved,  as  well  as  the  brave  men 
under  them.  Captain  Bradley,  Sixth  Ohio  bat- 
tery, deserves  particular  notice  for  the  manner 
in  which  he  handled  his  battery.  The  one  excep- 
tion above  referred  to,  is  Lieutenant  Richard 
Jervis,  of  the  Eighth  Indiana,  who  is  repre- 
sented to  have  acted  in  a  very  cowardly  manner, 
by  retiring  a  section  of  the  battery  at  a  critical 
moment  without  orders,  or  notifying  his  battery 
commander. 

The  following  are  the  casualties,  etc,  in  the 
several  batteries : 
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REBELLION  BECOED,  1862-«6. 


I  ACT)  COtKMAXDCH. 


WOCXDCD. 


Killed. 


H  and  M,  Fourth  Artilleiy ,  Lieutenant  Parsons,. . 

B,  First  Ohio,  Captain  Standart,  

F,  First  Ohio,  Captain  Cockeroll,  

Seventh  Indiana,  Captain  Swallow,  

Third  Wisconsin,  Lieutenant  Livingston,  

Twenty -sixth  Pennsylvania,  Lieutenant  Stevens,. 

Eighth  Indiana,  Lieutenant  Estep,  

Tenth  Indiana,  Captain  Cox,  

Sixth  Ohio,  Captain  Bradley,  


14 
12 
22 


Total,. 


18 


I  am.  Major,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 


Johx  MksdbbjUj. 

cuftfJris* 


Doc.  43. 

OPERATIONS  IN  TENNESSEE  VALLEY. 

MAJOR-GENERAL  HAZEN'S  REPORT.* 

HXADQUABTKKS  SSOOXD  BUGADI,  SlBOOXD  DtVTsSOX,  \ 

Tvxhtt-fust  Army  Corps,  Cuattakooqa,  Oct.  8, 1803.  J 

Lieutenant-Colonel  C.  Goddard,  A.  A.  General, 

Headquarters  Dept.  Cumb.  : 

In  obedience  to  orders  received  at  Poe's  Tav- 
ern, September  third,  1863,  from  Headquarters 
of  the  Department,  I  assumed  command  of  all 
the  troops  in  the  Tennessee  Valley,  embracing 
Wagners  and  my  own  brigade  of  infantry, 
Minty's  brigade  of  cavalry,  and  Wilder's  bri- 
gade of  mounted  infantry — in  all  between  six 
and  seven  thousand  men — with  orders  to  keep 
these  forces  well  in  hand,  to  closely  watch  the 
movements  of  the  enemy  at  all  the  crossings  of 
the  Tennessee  River,  make  such  dispositions 
of  the  force  as  should  lead  the  enemy  to  believe 
that  the  valley  was  occupied  by  a  large  force, 
and  to  cross  ourselves  and  occupy  Chattanooga 
at  the  earliest  opportunity. 

The*forccs  were  scattered  from  Kingston  to 
Williams  Island,  a  distance  of  seventy  miles, 
watching  the  entire  line  of  the  river  for  this 
distance,  and  guarding  at  least  at  twenty  ferries 
and  fords. 

I  at  once  visited,  in  person,  the  entire  length 
of  the  line,  making  such  dispositions  as  I  thought 
best  for  carrying  out  the  design  of  the  com- 
mand, withdrawing  a*  much  as  possible  the  left 
of  the  line,  and  giving  orders  for  the  construc- 
tion of  boats  in  the  North  Chickamauga,  to  be 
floated  down  and  used  for  crossing,  when  needed, 
at  the  mouth  of  that  stream. 

Troops  were  made  to  appear  simultaneously 
at  three  or  four  different  crossings,  and,  by  in- 
geniously arranging  their  camp-fires  and  beating 
their  calls,  and  the  dexterous  use  of  artillery, 
were  made  to  represent  a  division  of  troops 
at  each  place. 

•  Bee  Brown's  Ferry ,  QftorgVtt.  --■ 


The  object  desired  was  fully  obtained. 

I  also  placed  all  heavy  stores  un  Was 
Ridge,  and,  as  the  enemy  threatened  ton 
his  cavalry  in  heavy  force,  made  prepnas  } 
to  receive  him,  and,  (ailing  to  destroy  ti*> 
drive  him  up  the  valley  beyond  Pikevilkite 
he  could  be  met  by  General  Burnside. 

A  battery  and  two  regiments  of  infantrj*« 
placed  opposite  Chattanooga,  and  the  ami 
that  point  annoyed  and  two  of  his  bott» 
abled.  I  also  established  communicatiwi.b 
signal,  between  all  the  crossings  near  rut  fit 
my  headquarters. 

On  the  second,  the  enemy  burned  the  Look 
Bridge,  and  Buckner's  corps  commenced mori| 
slowly  down  the  river,  making  strong  dm* 
stration  upon  its  banks,  as  if  to  cross,  at  send 
places.  They  moved  on  Tyner's  Station,  rac- 
ing that  point  on  the  sixth  and  seventh,  Ukfwd 
by  a  heavy  cavalry  force,  that  took  me  paves 
the  infantry  on  the  river  aa  they  were  rebeni 
and,  from  their  numbers,  Colonel  Mint*  repaid 
that  indication  made  it  pretty  certain  that  i 
crossing  was  about  to  be  attempted. 

At  the  same  time,  the  pontoon  bridge  of 
enemy  was  moored  at  Chattanooga,  as  if  tow 
over  troops  at  that  point. 

All  the  crossings  were  cloaely  watched,  ad 
the  troops  held  in  readiness  for  any  movenat 
On  the  eighth,  the  river  was  cleared  of  aB  rebel 
troops  above  Chickamauga,  and  I  directed  Mbit 
to  cross  over  at  the  mouth  of  8ale  Creek,  raoc- 
noitring  the  country  well  in  his  front,  and  awe 
cautiously  down  to  Harrison,  always  cootroffiar 
one  of  the  fords  near  him,  so  aa  to  cross  bads 
it  should  be  found  necessary. 

Before  the  order  could  be  obeyed,  a  asm 
cavalry  force  confronted  him  on  the  oppcart 
side  of  the  river,  and  the  crossing  waa  doc  at- 
tempted. On  that  night,  however,  they  al  re- 
tirea  from  above  Friers  Island,  and  at  elens 
a.  v.,  on  the  ninth,  from  their  works  opposite 

\    tta  <&c$     ^3u&&aBu*yt>  <*nat  matifrrl 
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■  croased  over  and  occupied  the  city,  a 
Ion  of  Wilder's  force  crossing  at  Frior's 
mIj   reconnoitring  thoroughly  the  country 

site  and  towards  Chattanooga. 
►Ion el  Minty  was  at  once  ordered  down  to 
Liid  report  to  Colonel  Wilder,  while  all  the 
OX****  not  already  over  were,  on  the  night  of 
1  ninth,  concentrated  at  Frior's  Island,  and  on 
vx*orning  of  the  tenth  crossed  by  fording, 
was  accomplished  within  the  space  of  six 
without  loss  of  life  or  material, 
boats,  although  completed,  were  not  re- 
l*fc»<fl.   I  found  in  the  Tennessee  Valley  an 
***^<^jmce  of  subsistence  for  my  troops,  and 
EJJJ^gjlit  out  of  it  seventy  beeves  for  the  army. 

casualties  in  all  these  operations  were, 
r°  ^Killed, one  drowned, and  five  or  six  wounded, 
'^^ml  hundred  prisoners  and  deserters  were 
tx>the  rear. 

*■  l*ave  earnestly  to  commend  to  the  attention 
tfcfee  Government  the  services  of  Colonels 


^A«3er  and 


Minty,  commanding  cavalry  bri- 


I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
W.  B.  Hazes, 

Brigadier-General. 


Doc.  44. 


of  my  arrival  there  up  to  the  retirement  of 
General  Scott  from  active  service. 

I  always  regarded  this  story  as  simply  one  of 
the  many  slanders  which  were  so  abundant 
during  the  excitement  of  the  war. 
I  am,  Colonel,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  8.  McClellan. 

Col.  H.  L.  Scott, 
Elizabeth,  N.  J. 


LETTER  FROM  MAJOR-GENERAL  G.  B. 
McCLELLAN. 

THE  ATTACK  ON  MUNSON'S  HILL. 

The  following  letter,  addressed  to  Colonel  H. 
L.  8cott,  explains  itself. 

GcniVA,  SwiTCKRlJOiD.  ) 

Jan.  11, 1S66  [7J.  J 

Colonel  :  I  received  last  evening  yours  uf  the 
twenty  fourth  December,  informing  me  that  a 
friend  had  written  to  you  as  follows : 

When  we  meet.  Twill  tell  you  of  the  gener- 
ally prevailing  prejudice  against  you  in  New 
York  and  elsewhere,  growing  out  of  the  story 
that  General  McClellan  had  in  Rome  way  inti- 
mated that  you  had  had  correspondence  with 
the  rebels  and  had  given  them  important  infor- 
mation, before  McClellan 's  attack  on  Munson's 
Hill  (I  think  it  was),  not  far  from  Washing- 
ton." 

You  are  entirely  correct  in  believing  that  no 
intimation  from  me  led  to  the  foregoing  accusa- 
tion. 1  am  ignorant  of  the  origin  ot  the  story, 
but  I  know  that  no  word  or  thought  of  mine 
could  possibly  have  given  rise  to  it.  It  affords 
me  great  pleasure  to  have  the  opportunity  of 
repeating  to  you  what  I  have  always  said  when 
questioned  in  regard  to  this  story,  viz. :  that  I 
never  had  the  slightest  reason  to  suppose  for  an 
instant  that  you  did,  on  the  occasion  referred  to, 
or  any  other,  give  any  information  to  any  one 
concerning  the  movements  of  the  Government 
troops,  and  that  I  did  not  believe  you  knew  any 
thing  about  what  was  going  on  after  I  reached 
Washington,  in  July,  1861,  for  I  did  not  think 
you  woro  in  Washington  at  all  from  the  period 


Doc.  45. 

THE  DEFENCE  OF  CHARLESTON,  S.  0.* 

MESSAGE  OF  JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 

Richmond,  Va.  ,  Feb.  12,  1864. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives : 

I  herewith  transmit  for  your  information  a 
communication  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  cov- 
ering copies  of  several  additional  "reports  of 
General  Beauregard,  connected  with  the  defence 
of  Charleston."  Jefferson  Davis. 

LETTER  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR. 

Confederate  States  of  Airuca,  Was  DxPAmoDrr, ) 
Richmond,  Va.  ,  February  10,  18C4.  / 

To  the  President  of  tlie  Confederate  States: 

Sir  :  In  response  to  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  calling  for  "  the  reports  of 
General  Beauregard,  connected  with  the  defence 
of  Charleston,  which  have  not  hitherto  been  pub- 
lished "  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  follow- 
ing, which  cover  all  the  periods  reported,  except 
those  embraced  in  such  reports  as  have  already 
been  transmitted  to  Congress : 

1.  Report  of  the  examination  of  Charleston 
harbor,  by  the  Spanish  consul,  after  attack  by 
Confederate  iron-clads : 

2.  Report  of  the  action  of  the  seventh  of  April, 
1863,  between  the  abolition  iron-clads  and  the 
forts  and  batteries  in  Charleston  harbor. 

3.  Reports  of  Brigadier-Generals  Ripley  and 
Taliaferro  of  operations  from  the  eighth  to  the 
twentieth  of  July,  1863,  inclusive. 

4.  Report  of  operations  from  the  first  to  the 
twentieth  August,  inclusive. 

5.  Report  of  operations  from  the  twenty-first 
to  the  thirty-first  August,  inclusive. 

6.  Reports  of  the  evacuation  of  Morris  Island. 

7.  Major  Elliott's  report  of  night  assault  on 
Fort  Sumter. 

I  am,  Sir,  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War. 

REPORT  OF  THE  EXAMINATION  OF  CHARLESTON  HARBOR 
BY  THE  SPANISH  CONSUL,  AFTER  ATTACK  BY  CON 
FEDERATE  IRON-CLADS. 

Spamhh  Consulate,  ) 
Charleston,  Fobruary  1st,  1803.  J 

Mr.  TJiomas  Jordan,  Brigadier-General  and 
Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Department  SouOi  Car- 
olina, Georgia,  and  Florida : 
My  Deab  Sir  :  I  take  pleasure  in  replying  to 
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your  communication  of  the  thirty-first  of  Jan- 
uary last,  respecting  the  notification  of  the  rais- 
ing of  the  blockade  at  Charleston  by  the  naval 
force  of  the  Confederate  States. 

I  should  inform  you,  that  I  remitted  a  copy  of 
the  same  communication  to  His  Excellency  the 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  Washington.  I  thauk 
you  for  your  kind  offer  in  placing  a  steamer  at 
my  disposal,  so  that  I  .may  go  and  satisfy  myself 
as  to  the  condition  of  tho  port  Having  gone 
out  in  company  with  the  French  consul,  and  ar- 
rived at  the  point  where  tho  Confederate  naval 
forces  were,  we  discovered  three  steamers  and 
a  pilot  boat  returning.  I  must  also  mention  that 
the  British  consul  at  this  port  manifested  to  mo 
Verbally,  that  some  time  subsequent  to  this 
naval  combat,  not  a  single  blockading  vessel 
was  in  sight 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  offer  you 
my  sincere  respects. 

MUNOZ  DE  MONCADA, 

Spanish  Consul. 

GENERAL  BEAUREGARD'S  REPORT  OP  THE  ACTION  OF 
7TH  OF  APRIL,  1863. 

Headquarters  Department  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  ) 
axd  Florida,  Charleston,  8.  C,  May  24, 1863.  / 

General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector- 
Qeneralt  Richmond,  Va. : 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  with 
this,  the  report  of  Brigadier-General  Ripley, 
commanding  the  First  military  district,  South  Car- 
olina, of  the  battle  of  the  seventh  ultimo,  together 
with  the  reports  of  his  subordinate  officers,  and 
of  Majors  D.  B.  Harris  and  W.  H.  Echols,  Pro- 
visional Engineer  corps. 

The  accumulation  of  the  enemy's  troops,  trans- 
ports, and  iron-clad  vessels  at  Port  Royal,  during 
the  months  of  February  and  March,  and  subse- 
quently, in  the  North  Edisto  and  Stono  Rivers, 
having  convinced  me  that  the  long  threatened 
attack  on  Charleston  was  immediately  impend- 
ing, every  possible  precaution  was  at  once  made 
for  the  exigency,  including  the  concentration,  at 
strategic  points  in  this  vicinity,  of  all  availa- 
ble troops,  for  the  defence  of  tno  several  land 
approaches  to  the  position,  and  provisions  for 
the  further  and  rapid  concentration,  upon  this, 
oint,  of  forces  from  other  of  the  military  sub- 
ivisioi  s  of  the  Department. 
On  the  fifth  of  tne  month,  the  enemy's  iron- 
clads, of  the  monitor  class,  appeared,  and  an- 
chored off  tho  bar,  which  they  crossed  on  the 
following  day,  accompanied  by  the  iron-mailed 
frigate  New  Ironsides,  bearing  the  Admiral's 
pennant  On  the  soventh  of  April,  in  the  after- 
noon, the  enemy  moved  forward  to  the  attack, 
in  single  file — seven  single-turreted  monitors,  to 
wit :  weehawken,  CatskiU,  Montauk,  Nantucket, 
Passaic,  Nahant,  and  Patapsco,  the  Keokuk  with 
two  fixed  turrets,  and  the  New  Ironsides — tho 
Weehawken  leading,  the  New  Ironsides  fifth  in 
the  order  of  battle.  By  three  o'clock  p.  m.,  the 
head  of  the  line  had  come  within  easy  range  of 
Forts  Sumter  and  Moultrie,  and  Batterer  Yte&w 
regard,  Bee,  and  Cummmrf  Point,  au&Vfugiiec 


a  few  minutes  later  the  first  gun  wti  find  fa  JL ,;  r 
Fort  Moultrie,  and  soon  the  engtg&Dakbm  L  ^  re  i 
general  1^', 

On  our  side,  seventy-six  guns  of  TUMvof  n?%:  ."•  "•' 
bre,  including  nine  mortars  and  fifaaasi  |fc~:h^T 
bore  thirty-two-pounders,  were  brought  fa  far       ^  -Li 
on  the  fleet,  which  carried  thirty-two  gvrf 
the  heaviest  calibres  ever  used  in  nr,*fi:  lj.^. 
Fifteen  and   eleven-inch  Pahlgren  ran ,d  I  it 
eight-inch  rifle  pieces.   The  Weebnaati  lBtv>:  fev 
vance,  provided  with  a  contrivance  for  afcta|     e  .  J 
and  exploding  torpedoes,  was  soon  conpdUb  |ic  ' 
retire  before  the  iron  storm  it  encoontati  Is  |c  - ^  ■  ' 
New  Ironsides,  at  the  distance  of  seveoiws*  Is  i:-:  T 
dred  yards  from  Fort  Sumter,  was        I  fcr  I  «■  -- 
struck,  and  was  next  forced  tofcllbKkoM  1  Jr.  c- 
range^  evidently  injured.  The  Kecfaktajl  1 fey  \  i ; 
meantime,  approached  to  about  TUMtattWt-- ,  :  : 
yards  of  Fort  Sumter,  was  quickly  riMkifc  It-V^" 

funs  silenced,  and  she  was  withdrawn iwaw  l*r;:  [' 
ght  vitally  crippled.   The  remaining Bosia,  1  £*:  * 
six  in  number,  with  twelve  guns,  nflnbisi 
their  fire  until  twenty-five  minutes  after  fan  IT  '^C 
m.,  when  they,  too,  retired  out  of  ranwiw  1  \\ -.; 
batteries,  and  camo  to  anchor,  four  of  until  1 
de  combat,  and  one  of  them,  the  Passaic,       1  ^ 
bled  as  to  make  it  necessary  to  send  hex  ois  1  <" 
tow  at  once  to  Port  RoyaL  1 
On  the  following  morning,  the  full  extent oi^i  1 
injury  done  to  the  Keokuk  was  shown.  tft&  1 
sunk  at  her  anchors  in  the  shallow  water  i  1 
Morris  Island.   Her  armament,  two  efeTtwaA  1 
Dahlgren  guns,  two  United  States  flags,  w  1 
pennants  and  three  signal  flags,  have  since  bea  1 
taken  from  her,  and  the  former  are  now  m  po- 
sition for  effective  service — substantial  tropin* 
of  the  affair.   The  New  Ironsides  and  six  ed- 
itors remained  at  anchor  within  the  bar,  but  oc 
of  effective  range  of  any  of  our  works,  untfl  be 
afternoon  of  the  twelfth  of  April — their  crews  i&i 
a  corps  of  mechanics  visibly  and  actively  em- 
ployed repairing  damages,  and  apparently  pre- 
paring to  renew  the  attack  ;  then  weighing  c- 
chor  they  all  recrossed  tho  bar,  the  New  W 
sides  to  resume  her  position  as  one  of  the  block- 
ading fleet,  and  the  monitors  (four  of  them  m 
tow)  to  return  to  Port  RoyaL 

For  the  detail  of  this  conflict,  I  beg  to  refa 
you  to  the  several  reports  herewith  submittal 
but  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  recapitulate  some  sf 
the  salient  results. 

The  action  lasted  two  hours  and  twenty-ire 
minutes,  but  the  chief  damage  is  reported  by 
the  enemy  to  have  been  done  in  thirty  miiintu; 
the  Keokuk  did  not  come  nearer  than  nine  hun- 
dred yards  of  Fort  Sumter.  She  was  destroyed. 
The  New  Ironsides  could  not  stand  the  fire  at 
tho  range  of  a  mile.  Four  of  her  contorts 
monitors,  were  disabled  at  the  distance  of  not  la* 
that  thirteen  hundred  yards.  They  had  only 
reached  the  gorge  of  the  harbor,  never  within  it, 
and  were  baffled  and  driven  back  before  reach- 
ing our  lines  of  torpedoes  and  obstruction 
which  had  been  constructed  as  an  ultimate  de- 
\  x^aort,  as  far  as  they  could  be  provided. 
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 ,         it  may  be  accepted  as  shown,  that 

Taunted  monitor  batteries,  though  formi- 
engines  of  war,  after  all,  are  not  invulnera- 
°r  invincible,  and  may  be  destroyed  or  de- 
£5S?**  hy  heavy  ordnance,  properly  placed  and 
~~?fiilly  handled ;  in  reality  they  have  not  ma- 
Z^-^Hy  altered  the  military  relations  of  forts 

i2f**  occasion  the  monitors  operated  under 

J?  naost  favorablo  circumstances.  The  day 
alk-S^™?  ^  w**tert  consequently,  was 
■frt?***^  as  of  a  river.  Their  guns  were  fired 
g*?1  ^^liberation,  doubless  by  trained  artiller- 
According  to  the  enemy's  statements,  the 
£  -I^PT*^  one  hundred  and  fifty-one  shots,  eight 
^j^^icii  were  ascribed  to  the  New  Ironsides, 
JJJ?^  to  the  Keokuk,  and  but  nine  to  the  Pas- 
^bich  was  so  badly  damaged.  Not  more 
^^5^  thirty-four  shots  took  effect  on  the  walls  of 
taJ^,,  Sumter — a  broad  mark — which,  with  the 


^^J^Ster  of  discharges,  suggests  that  the  monitor 
>^5***gement,  as  yet,  is  not  convenient  for  accu- 
^*3f  or  celerity  of  fire. 

^Jfort  Moultrie  and  other  batteries  were  not 
Vouched,  in  a  way  to  bo  considered,  while  in  re- 
r^ton  they  threw  one  thousand  three  hundred 
■gnd  ninety-nine  shots.  At  the  same  time,  Fort 
^Snmter  discharged  eight  hundred  and  ten  shots ; 
Snaking  the  total  number  of  shots  fired  two 
thousand  two  hundred  and  nine,  of  which  the 
enemy  reports  that  five  hundred  and  twenty 
struct  the  different  vessels — a  most  satisfactory 
accuracy,  when  the  smallness  of  the  target  is 
considered.  This  precision  was  duo  not  only  to 
the  discipline  and  practice  of  the  garrison  en- 
gaged, but  in  no  slight  degree  to  an  invention 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Joseph  A.  Yates,  First 
regiment  South  Carolina  artillery,  which  had 
been  applied  to  many  of  our  best  guns,  and 
which  shall,  as  fast  as  possible,  be  arranged  for 
all  the  heavy  ordnance  in  the  department.  By 
thiB  felicitous  device,  our  guns  were  easily  held 
trained  upon  the  monitors,  although  the  latter 
were  constantly  in  movement,  and  this  with  but 
five  men  at  the  heaviest  pieces.  The  reports 
of  the  engineers  (herewith)  will  show  the  pre- 
cise extent  of  the  damage  inflicted  on  Fort  Sum- 
ter. It  is  suificiont  for  me  to  say,  that  at  the 
time  the  enemy  quit  these  waters,  the  work 
was  capable  of  resisting  as  formidable  an  attack 
as  the  one  it  had  just  foiled. 

For  the  casualties  of  the  day  (so  slight),  1 
must  refer  you  to  the  reports  herewith.  Too 
much  praise  cannot  be  given  to  the  officers  and 
men,  in  all  tho  works  engaged,  for  their  spirit, 
gallantry,  and  discipline,  which,  indeed,  I  had  a 
right  to  expect,  from  the  high  soldierly  condi- 
tion into  which  these  garrisons  had  been 
brought  by  their  officers.  My  expectations 
were  fully  realized ;  and  the  country,  as  well  as 
the  State  of  South  Carolina,  may  well  be  proud 
of  the  men  who  first  met  and  vanquished  tho 
iron-mailed,  terribly  armed  armada,  so  confi- 
dently prepared,  and  sent  forth  by  the  enemy  to 
certain  and  easy  victory. 


To  the  professional  resources,  skill  as  an  ar- 
tillery officer,  intelligent  and  indefatigable  zeal 
and  assiduity  of  Brigadier-General  Ripley,  com- 
manding the  First  military  district,  and  spe- 
cially charged  with  the  defence  of  the  harbor, 
much  is  duo  for  the  completeness  of  the  de- 
fence, and  the  proud  results  of  the  seventh  of 
April.  He  was  ably  seconded  by  his  subordinate 
commanders,  whose  services  he  has  fitly  noticed 
in  his  own  report.  To  Colonel  A.  J.  Gonzales, 
Chief  of  Ordnance  and  Artillery,  and  Major  D. 
B.  Harris,  Chief  Engineer,  and  Major  W.  H. 
Echols,  Provisional  Engineer  corps,  and  their 
several  assistants,  I  return  my  thanks,  for 
valuable  services  in  their  respective  depart- 
ments. 

I  have  also  to  record  my  obligations  to  the 
Honorable  William  Porchcr  Miles,  representa- 
tive in  Congress,  for  constantly  exerted  ser- 
vices, in  securing  for  the  defence  of  Charleston 
so  many  of  the  heaviest  guns  wielded  so  effect- 
ually. 

The  Confederate  States  iron-clad  ships,  Pal- 
metto State  and  Chicora,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  J.  R.  Tucker,  C.  S.  N.,  as  soon  as  the 
enemy  advanced  to  the  attack,  took  their  posi- 
tions (previously  arranged),  ready  to  perform 
their  part  in  the  conflict,  at  the  opportune  mo- 
ment. 

On  the  day  after  tho  combat,  Flag  Officer 
Lynch,  C.  S.  N.,  arrived  here  from  North  Caro- 
lina, with  an  effective  detachment  of  sailor  ar- 
tillerists, to  tender  service  in  any  battery.  He 
was  assigned  to  a  most  responsible  position — 
Cummins'  Point  battery — but  was  in  three  days 
thereafter  recalled  by  the  Navy  Department. 

The  flags  and.  trophies  sent  herewith  were 
taken  from  tho  wrock  of  the  Keokuk,  by  Lieu- 
tenant W.  T.  Glassell,  C.  S.  N.  The  more 
material  trophies,  two  eleven-inch  Dahlgreu 
pieces,  now  in  battery,  were  recovered,  under 
the  supervision  of  General  Ripley,  by  the 
mechanical  resources  and  energy  of  Air.  Adol- 
phus  Lacoste,  employee  of  the  district  ordnance 
department,  assisted  by  parties  from  the  garri- 
son of  Fort  Sumter,  under  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant S.  C.  Boylcston,  and  Lieutenants  J.  M. 
Rhett  and  K.  Kemper,  First  South  Carolina 
artillery. 

The  enemy's  land  forces,  collected  in  con- 
siderable strength  on  Seabrook  Island,  and  in 
the  transports  in  North  Edisto  Rivur,  and  on 
Folly,  Coles,  and  other  islands  about  the  mouth 
of  the  Stono  River  inlet,  made  no  attempt  to 
co-operate  actively  with  the  naval  attack. 

In  conclusion,  I  shall  avail  mvself  of  the 
occasion  to  give,  as  my  opinion,  that  the  best, 
tho  easiest  way  to  render  Fort  Sumter  imprejg- 
nablo  would  be  to  arm,  conformably  to  its 
original  plan,  both  tiers  of  casemates  aud  the 
barbette,  with  the  heaviest  guns,  rifled  or 
smooth-bore,  that  can  bo  made. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  Beauregard, 
General,  coramandlog. 
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BRIGAIHER-GKNERAL  B.  S.  RIPLEY  ^8  REPORT  OF  ACTION 
OF  SEVENTH  OF  APRIL.  1863.  BETWEEN  THE  ABOLITION 
IRON  -  CLADB  AND  THE  FORTS  AND  BATTERIES  IN 
CHARLESTON  HARBOR. 


Headquarters  First  Military  District 

DBPABTKErr  OF  S.  0.,  OA. ,  A5D  FLA. 

Charleston,  April  13, 1863. 


naor,| 
•la.,  V 
) 

Chief  of 


Brigadier  -  General  TJiomas  Jordan, 

&aff,  Dep't  of  S.  G,  Go.,  and  Flo. : 

General  :  Upon  the  first  instant  the  increase 
of  the  enemy's  force  in  the  Stono,  and  informa- 
tion from  North  Edisto,  gave  warning  that  the 
long  threatened  combined  movement  upon 
Charleston  was  about  to  take  place.  Brigadier- 
General  8.  R.  Gist,  commanding  First  subdi- 
vision of  this  district,  James  Island  and  St 
Andrews,  took  prompt  measures  for  the  obser- 
vation and  repulse  of  any  attack  in  that  direc- 
tion. Colonel  R.  T.  Graham,  commanding  Third 
subdivision,  occupied  the  shore  of  Morris  Island 
on  Light  House  inlet,  to  control  the  passage 
from  Folly  Island,  and  a  strict  watch  has  been 
kept  up  to  the  present  time  on  the  land  move- 
ments of  the  enemy. 

On  the  fifth,  the  iron-clad  fleet  of  the  aboli- 
tionists, consisting  of  seven  monitors  and  one 
double-turreted  vessel,  hove  in  sight  from  Fort 
8umter,  and  came  to  anchor  outside,  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Ironsides  frigate,  then  a  part  of 
the  blockading  squadron.  The  sixth  was  appa- 
rently spent  by  the  enemv  in  preparation,  and 
by  our  artillerists  in  verifying  the  condition  of 
their  material.  On  the  morning  of  the  seventh, 
the  enemy  was  inside  the  bar  with  all  his  iron- 
clads, including  the  frigate,  but  from  his 
proximity  to  the  shoals  aud  the  haze  of  the 
atmosphere,  his  position  could  not  be  deter- 
mined. 

The  various  works  of  preparation  were  pro- 
gressed with,  both  on  the  exterior  and  interior 
line  of  defence,  until  about  two  o'clock  p.  m., 
when  the  enemy  steamed  directly  up  the  channel, 
the  Weehawken.  with  a  fals^  prow  for  remov- 
ing torpedoes  attached,  leading,  followed  by 
three  monitors,  the  Ironsides,  flagship;  three 
other  monitors;  the  Keokuk,  double-turret, 
bringing  up  the  roar. 

At  each  fort  and  battery,  officers  and  men 
made  preparation  for  immediate  action,  while 
the  enemv  came  slowly  and  steadily  on.  At 
three  o'clock  Fort  Moultrie  opened  fire.  At 
five  minutes  past  three,  the  leading  vessel,  hav- 
ing arrived  at  fourteen  hundred  yards  off  Fort 
Sumter,  opened  upon  it  with  two  guns.  The 
eastern  battery  of  Fort  Sumter  replied.  Batteries 
Bee,  Beauregard,  Wagner,  and  at  Cummins' 
Point,  opened  about  this  time,  and  the  action 
became  general,  the  four  leading  monitors  clos- 
ing up  on  the  Weehawken,  and  taking  position 
at  an  average  distance  from  the  forts  and  bat- 
teries of  about  fifteen  hundred  yards.  In 
accordance  with  instructions,  the  fire  from  the 
different  points  was  concentrated  upon  the 
leading  vessels,  and  the  effect  was  soon  appar- 
ent from  the  withdrawal  of  the  Veadtag  mouvtat  rawraunau,  w  guara  i 
from  action,  her  false  prow  naviue  ^  «x^««*A\£>  *3aBK  ^SS&k&v 


The  remaining  monitors,  in  adnacvjU 
flag-ship,  held  their  position,  director  tot 
principally  at  Fort  Sumter,  hntn'rhf  inasaj 
shots  at  Fort  Moultrie  (of  which  at  seal 
was  shot  away),  Batteries  Beanrenrd  mkk  \ 
The  Ironsides,  meantime,  opened  ire  arisnr 
the  attention  of  Forts  Moultrie  and  coaxal 
the  Cummins'  Point  battery,  A  few  bewr  ad 
concentrated  discharges  caused  hertowiaav 
out  of  range,  where  she  was  soon  Mmi  If 
two  other  monitors. 

At  five  minutes  past  four,  the  Keocskkftsff 
consorts  and  camo  to  the  front,  iponiMf  ft 
within  nine  hundred  yards  of  rat  gait, 
twelve  hundred  from  Battery  Bee,  ad  • 
thousand  of  Fort  Moultrie.  Hersdrattfi 
characterized  by  more  boldness  thw  adaV 
erto  been  shown  by  any  of  the  cnemyi  Is*; 
but,  receiving  full  attention  from  tM  possM 1 
batteries  opposed  to  her,  the  effect  **"Jf 
parent   The  ten-inch  shot  and  setewaa* 
bolts  crashed  through  her  armor, fe*™* 
turrets  were  riddled  and  stove  ut,taj* 
were  shot  away,  and  in  less  than  forty 
she  retired  with  such  speed  as  her  dis»*™ 
ditiou  would  permit   The  remaining  •* 
kept  their  position  for  a  time ;  but  soon,* 
one,  dropped  down  the  channel  and  « 
anchor  out  of  range,  after  an  action  of  tw^S* 
and  twenty-five  minutcB,  at  ranees  varyi 
nine  hundred  to  fifteen  hundred  yards. 

The  full  effect  of  our  batteries  upon  the  oi 
could  not  be  precisely  ascertained,  and  am 
strength  had  not  been  entirely  put  forth,  it  ta 
believed  that  the  action  would  soon  berettfrcl 
The  monitor  which  had  led  into  the  action,  tos- 
evcr,  proceeded  south,  outside  of  the  bar,<&fa 
same  evening. 

Before  the  commencement  of  the  affiur,  t  ** 
proceeding  in  a  boat  to  Battery  Bee,  and  rotibd 
the  progress  of  the  cannonade  from  that  pod 
The  guns  were  worked  with  as  much  preonos 
as  the  range  would  admit.  There  were  nt 
damages  or  casualties.  Visiting  Fort  Monhra 
the  damaged  flag-staff  was  being  replaced,  sad 
everything  prepared  for  the  renewal  of  the  fin. 
should  the  enemy  approach  again.  One  nan  had 
been  mortally  wounded  by  the  falling  of  the  stsft 
Crossing  the  channel  to  Fort  Sumter,  the  effect 
of  impact  of  the  heavy  shot  sent  by  the  eway 
against  the  fort  which  they  are  so  anxious  tore- 
possess,  greater  in  calibre  and  supposed  de- 
structive force  than  any  other  hitherto  used  a 
war,  was  found  to  have  been  much  less  than  sad 
been  anticipated. 

Five  men  had  been  injured  by  splinters  from 
the  traverse,  one  eight-inch  columbiad  had  ex- 
ploded, one  ten-inch  carriage  had  its  rear  transom 
shot  away,  and  one  rifled  rorty-4wo-potmder  had 
been  temporarily  disabled  from  the  effect  of  re- 
coil upon  defective  carriages.  The  garraon  was 
immediately  set  to  work  to  repair  damages,  and. 
the  strength  of  the  enemy's  projectiles  having 
Vte^a.  ascertained,  to  guard  snob  ^ 


and  she  otherwise  apparently  VnyueA. 
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were  uninjured  except  from  the  acci- 
cxploeion  of  an  ammunition  chest  in  Bat- 
m"  _  ter. 

Jug  the  night  of  the  seventh,  stores  were 
iahGd,  threatened  points  upon  land  rein- 
9  working  parties  from  the  Forty-sixth 
&  regiment  brought  to  Fort  Sumter,  and 
1  ^J^encwal  of  the  struggle  in  the  morning 
■**^<3  "^ith  confidence. 
^^«n  day  dawned,  on  the  morning  of  the 
*****  "tie  enemy's  fleet  was  discovered  in  the 
°  ¥>osition  as  noticed  on  the  previous  eve- 
»"  -A  bout  nine  o'clock,  the  Keokuk,  which 
"^^^"■1  evidently  the  most  damaged  in  the 
>rx»^w^ent  down  about  three  and  one-half  miles 
1  <=»xt  8umter  and  three-fourths  of  a  mile 

*rris  Island.  The  remainder  of  the  fleet 
-  pairing  damages.  Preparations  for  rc- 
JJ^*^*  a  renewed  attack  were  progressed  with 
ft^~*^^~«lance  with  the  instructions  of  the  cora- 
ft^i^^S  General,  who  visited  Fort  Sumter  on 
E^*7^Q.T.  A  detachment  of  seamen,  under  Flag- 
bJ^^"^"  AV.  F.  Lynch,  arrived  from  Wilmington, 
-B^*^"*X  the  ninth,  temporarily  relieved  the  artil- 
■52/^'  cnarSe  °f  *ne  Cummins'  Point  battery. 
^25?  operations  of  the  enemy's  fleet  consisted 
^£f^  \ci  supply  and  repair.   Toward  evening  of 


\WJ*  „   

^inth,  a  raft,  apparently  for  removing  torpc- 
^J**  or  obstructions,  was  towed  inside  of  the 
5j*»  Nothing  of  importanco  occurred  during 
^    M»  tenth. 

^  During  the  night  of  the  tenth,  Lieutenants 
tblonel  Dargan,  of  Colonel  Graham's  command, 
Crossed  Light-House  Inlet,  drove  back  the  ene- 
my's pickets  with  loss,  and  returned  with  one 
prisoner. 

On  the  eleventh  there  were  indications  that 
the  attacking  fleet  was  about  to  withdraw  ;  and 
on  the  twelfth,  at  high  water,  the  Ironsides 
Grossed  the  bar  and  took  up  her  position  with 
the  blockading  fleet ;  and  the  monitors  steamed 
and  were  towed  to  the  southward,  leaving  only 
the  sunken  Keokuk  as  a  monument  of  their  at- 
tack and  discomfiture. 

In  this,  the  first  trial  of  the  abolition  iron  fleet 
against  brick  fortifications,  and  their  fiust  attempt 
to  enter  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  in  which  they 
-were  beaten  beforo  their  adversaries  thought 
the  action  had  well  commenced,  they  were  op- 
posed by  seventy-six  pieces  in  all,  including 
mortars.  Thirty-seven  of  these,  exclusive  of 
mortars,  were  above  the  calibre  of  thirty-two- 

Sounders.  The  expenditure  of  shot  against  the 
eet  was  twenty-two  hundred  and  twenty-nine 
projectiles,  of  which  over  sixteen  hundred  were 
over  the  calibre  of  thirty-two-pounders.  The 
guns  which  the  enemy  brought  to  bear,  were,  if 
their  own  account  is  to  believed,  thirty  in  num- 
ber, including  eight-inch  rifled,  eleven  and  fifteen- 
inch  guns,  which  would  make  their  weight  of 
metal,  at  one  discharge,  nearly,  if  not  quite,  equal 
to  that  thrown  by  the  batteries. 

During  the  action,  Brigadier-General  Trapier, 
commanding  Second  subdivision  of  this  district, 
was  present  at  Fort  Moultrie ;  Brigadier-General 
Gist,  commanding  First  subdivision,  at  Fort 


Johnson;  Colonel  R.  F.  Graham,  commanding 
Third  subdivision,  on  Morris  Island,  and  Colonel 
L.  M.  Keitt,  commanding  Sullivan's  Island,  at  Bat- 
tery Bee,  attending  to  their  duties  and  awaiting 
the  development  of  the  attack.  Tho  action,  how- 
ever, was  purely  of  artillery — forts  and  batteries 
against  the  iron-clad  vessels  of  the  enemy ;  other 
means  of  defence,  obstructions  and  torpedoes, 
not  having  come  into  play.  Fort  Sumter  was 
the  principal  object  of  the  enemy's  attack,  and 
to  that  garrison,  under  its  gallant  commander, 
Colonel  Alfred  Ilhett,  ably  Hcconded  by  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel J.  A.  Yates  and  Major  Ormsby  Blan- 
ding,  and  all  the  officers  and  men,  special  credit 
is  due  for  sustaining  the  shock,  and,  with  their 
powerful  armament,  contributing  principally  to 
the  repulse.  The  garrison  of  Fort  Moultrie, 
under  Colonel  William  Butler,  seconded  by  Ma- 
jor Baker  and  the  other  officers  and  soldiers, 
upheld  the  historic  reputation  of  that  fort,  and 
contributed  their  full  share  to  the  result  The 
powerful  batteries  of  Battery  Bee  were  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant-Colonel  J.  C.  Simkins,  and 
were  served  with  great  effect.  Battery  Wagner, 
under  Major  C.  K.  Iluger ;  Cummins'  Point  bat- 
tery, under  Lieutenant  Lesesne,  and  Battery 
Beauregard,  under  Captain  Sitgreaves,  all  did 
their  part  according  to  their  armament.  Indeed,  . 
from  the  reports  of  the  commanders,  it  is  hard 
to  make  any  distinction  where  all  did  their. duty 
with  devotion  and  zeal.  Those  cases  which 
have  been  ascertained  will  be  found  in  the  re- 
ports of  tho  subordinate  commanders.  The 
steady  preparation  for  receiving  a  ronewed  at- 
tack by  the  officers,  and  the  good  conduct  and 
discipline  of  the  troops,  especially  in  the  gar- 
rison of  Fort  Sumter,  where  the  labor  was  neces- 
sarily great,  have  been  quite  as  creditable  as 
their  conduct  under  fire.  While  service  in  im- 
mediate action  is  that  which  is  most  conspicu- 
ous after  such  a  result  has  been  accomplished, 
the  greatest  credit  is  due  to  that  long,  patient, 
and  laborious  preparation,  by  which  our  works, 
never  originally  intended  to  withstand  such  an 
attack  as  has  been  encountered,  have  been  so 
re-secured  as  to  enable  our  gallant  and  well-in- 
structed officers  and  men  to  obtain  their  end 
with  comparatively  small  loss.  In  that  prepa- 
ration, tho  late  Lieutenanf>Colonel  Thomas  M. 
Wagner  contributed  much  on  both  sides  of  the 
channel,  and  Colonel  Rhett,  LicutenanfcColonel 
Yates,  Major  Blanding,  and  other  officers  of 
Fort  Sumter,  have  been  more  or  less  engaged 
since  the  fort  fell  into  our  hands,  two  years 
since.  Colonel  Butler,  LieutcnamVColonel  Sim- 
kins,  and  other  officers  of  the  First  South  Carolina 
infantry,  have  been,  for  more  than  a  year,  en- 
gaged at  the  works  on  Sullivan's  Island.  Be- 
sides these,  various  officers  of  engineers  and 
other  branches  of  the  department  staff,  known 
to  the  commanding  General,  have  been,  at  dif- 
ferent times,  principal  contributors  in  the  work; 
and  although,  in  tho  limits  of  this  report,  it  is 
impossible  to  mention  all  to  whom  credit  is  due, 
it  is  well  that  wuxkfc  Vo&sS^ 
in  such  emeTgcwcv^,  ^et^ouai  ^a&aaatarj  w&&> 


munition  and  material  for  the  batteries.  He 
waa  aaaiated  by  lieutenant  C.  C.  Pinckney. 
Captain  B.  H.  Bead,  A.  A.  0.;  Colonel  Edward 
Manigault,  and  Lientenant-Golonel  St  Clair  Dear- 
ing,  Tolnnteers  npon  the  staff,  were  present 
daring  the  action  at  Fort  Sumter.  Captain  E. 
M.  Seabrook,  volunteer  Aid-de-Camp,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Schmerlo,  Enrolling  Officer  and  acting 
Aid-de-Camp,  were  generally  with  me  during 
the  active  period,  and  all  were  energetic  and 
prompt  in  tne  discharge  of  the  duties  required 
of  them.  Captain  John  S.  Ryan  acted  on  my 
immediate  staff,  To  Majors  Motte  A.  Pringle  and 
Norman  W.  Smith,  Post  and  District  Quarter- 
masters, and  Captain  McClenahan,  A.  C.  S.,  many 
thanks,  should  be  rendered.  The  duties  of  the 
Quartermaster's  Department  were  excessively 


of  the  guns  engaged,  a  return  of  an 
ponded,  a  numerical  return  of  a 
the  reports  of  different  command 
last  I  beg  respectfully  to  refer  fori 
tion  as  is  not  included  in  thisrepoi 

I  have  also  to  transmit  herewith 
ensigns  obtained  from  the  Keobd 
off  Morris  Island  beach,  by  Lieuta 
C.  S.  NM  one  of  which  is  evident!; 
under  which  she  fought  and  was  wc 
of  the  iron-clads  flew  large  flags,  tih 
ing  doubtless  been  to  avoid  preee 
to  our  artillery. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  res 
•  Your  obedient  servan 
R.  8.  Rn 
Brigadier-Gener* 


Return  of  Ghins  and  Mortars  at  Forts  and  Batteries  in  Charleston  Harbor,  en& 
Abolition  Iron-clads,  April  seventh,  1863  ; 
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Return  of  Ammunition  expended  in  action  April  seventh,  1863 : 


Shot,  Retlx, 

Bolt?  j 
tow 

Tens. 

Pow- 

I 
1 

3 

| 

1 

I 

! 

1 

3 

1 

j 

i 
u 

i 

B 
1 

1! 

1 

1 
I 

i 

I 

■a 

i 

i 

1 

s 

I 

51 

120 

TO 

m 

M 

100 
243 

40 
51 

se 

Mi 

si 

1017 

1.3 
3W 
3T 
IU7 
73 
1 

7,620 
7,8T<* 

IM 
Llfitt 
860 

u 

i 

3B 

.   

40 

"si 

.12 
4ft 

T 

41 

1 

386 

so 

MS 

5 

so 

110 

45 

233 

2  £50 

wwi&er  of  Rounds  fired  by  the  Enemy 
of  April,  and  number  *  of  Shot  re- 
each  Ironrdad,  copied  from  United 
rnals: 
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Thomas  Jordan, 

Chief  of  8tatt 


)LONEL  ALFRED  RHETT  OF  ENGAGEMENT 
9  OF  APRIL,  BETWEEN  YANKEE  IRON- 
FORT  SUMTER,  Ac 

•quabtkrs  First  Sooth  Gaboiota  Abtolert,  \ 
Fort  Sumtkr,  April  18, 1863.  J 

liam  F.  Nance,  A.  A.  Q.,  First  Mill- 

•id,  South  Carolina: 

I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  fol- 

rt: 

tion  iron-clad  fieet,  consisting  of  lh- 
•  Ironsides  and  eight  monitors,  ap- 
%ht  on  Sunday  morning,  April  fifth, 


instant;  crossed  the  bar  the  same  evening,  and 
anchored  in  the  main  ship  channel. 

At  two  o'clock  p.  m.,  April  seventh,  instant, 
the  whole  iron-clad  fleet  advanced  to  the  attack 
in  the  following  order,  viz. :  four  monitors  were 
in  the  advance,  led  by  the  Passaic ;  the  Iron- 
sides came  next,  followed  by  three  other  single 
turreted  monitors,  and  the  Keokuk,  a  double- 
turreted  monitor,  bringing  up  the  rear. 

At  thirty  minutes  past  two  p.  m.,  the  long  roll 
was  beaten,  and  every  disposition  made  for 
action. 

At  fifty-five  minutes  past  two  p.  m.,  the  garri- 
son, regimental  and  Palmetto  flags  were  hoisted, 
and  saluted  by  thirteen  guns,  the  band  playing 
the  national  airs. 

At  three  o'clock  p.  m.,  the  action  was  opened 
by  a  shot  from  Fort  Moultrie.  At  three  minutes 
past  three  p.  m.,  the  leading  vessel  having  ap- 
proached to  within  about  fourteen  hundred 
yards  of  the  fort,  she  fired  two  shots  simultane- 
ously, one,  a  fifteen-inch  shrapnel,  which  burst ; 
both  passed  over  the  fort  The  batteries  were 
opened  upon  her  two  minutes  later,  the  firing 
being  by  battery.  The  action  now  became 
general,  and  the  four,  leading  monitors  taking 

Eosition  from  thirteen  hundred  to  fourteen 
undred  yards  distant,  the  fire  was  changed 
from  fire  by  battery  to  fire  by  piece,  as  being 
more  accurate.  The  fire  by  battery  was  again 
resumed  as  occasion  offered.  The  Ironsides  did 
not  approach  nearer  than  seventeen  hundred 
yards.  The  whole  fire  of  the  batteries  engaged 
was  concentrated  on  the  Passaic  for  thirty 
minutes,  when  she  withdrew  from  the  engage- 
ment, apparently  injured.  The  other  snips, 
each  in  turn,  received  our  attention.  The 
fire  of  both  Fort  Moultrie  and  this  fort  being 
now  directed  against  the  Ironsides,  she  imme- 
diately withdrew  out  of  effective  range.  The 
other  turretted  monitors  came  under  our  fire 
in  like  manner  aa  tha  ^t^&m^skfwVs  \fossas% 
in  front  of  til*  fort  Ya.  ssi  <sba 
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the  last,  approaching  to  about  one  thousand 
yards. 

At  five  minutes  past  four  p.  m.,  the  Keokuk 
left  her  consorts  and  advanced,  bow  on,  gallantly 
to  within  nine  hundred  yards  of  our  batteries. 
She  received  our  undivided  attention,  and  the 
effect  of  our  fire  was  soon  apparent  The 
wrought-iron  bolts  from  a  seven-inch  Brooke 
gun  were  plainly  seen  to  penetrate  her  turret 
and  hull,  and  she  retired  in  forty  minutes, 
riddled,  and  apparently  almost  disabled. 

At  twenty-five  minutes  past  five  p.  k.,  the  whole 
fleet  withdrew.  The  iron-clads  had  been  under 
our  fire  for  two  hours  and  twenty-five  minutes. 
The  Keokuk  has  sunk,  one  monitor  was  towed 
south  on  the  morning  of  the  eighth  April, 
instant ;  several  were  apparently  injured ;  and 
the  fact  has  been  demonstrated,  that  iron-clads 
of  the  monitor  class  are  not  invulnerable. 

The  enemy's  fire  was  mostly  ricochet  and  not 
very  accurate  ;  most  of  their  shot  passed  over 
the  fort,  and  several  to  the  right  and  left  The 
greater  portion  of  their  shots  were  from  thirteen 
to  fourteen  hundred  yards  distant,  which  ap- 
peared to  be  the  extent  of  their  effective  range ; 
some  shots  were  from  a  greater  distance,  and 
did  not  reach  the  fort  at  aD. 

For  the  effect  of  the  fire  of  the  enemy  upon 
the  fort,  I  would  respectfully  refer  to  the  report 
of  Engineer. 

One  eight-inch  columbiad,  old  pattern,  cham- 
bered gun,  exploded.  This  gun  was  being  fired 
at  about  one  degree  elevation,  and  it  is  my 
opinion  that  its  bursting  was  caused  by  the  shot 
rolling  forward,  when  the  gun  was  run  into 
battery.  In  firing  at  low  degrees  of  elevation 
and  at  depression,  sabot  shot  should  be  used. 

One  forty-two-pounder  rifled  gun  was  dis- 
mounted by  recoil,  and  temporarily  disabled. 

One  ten-inch  columbiad  was  disabled,  by  hav- 
ing the  rear  transom  of  its  carriage  shot  away. 
Both  guns  were  again  ready  for  action  in  a  few 
hours. 

The  garrison  flag  received  a  shot  through  the 
Union.  The  regimental  flag  was  much  torn  by 
fragments  of  shell 

The  garrison,  consisting  of  seven  companies, 
First  South  Carolina  artillery,  was  disposed  of 
as  follows,  viz : 

First— Captain  D.  G.  Fleming,  with  Company 
B,  seventy-eight  men,  in  command  of  east  para- 
pet battery,  assisted  by  Lieutenants  F.  D.  Bake 
and  Iredell  Jones;  Lieutenant  J.  M.  Rhett, 
Company  A,  although  on  sick  report,  was 
assigned  temporarily  to  Company  B. 

Second— Captain  F.  H.  Harleston,  with  Com- 
pany D,  seventy-four  men,  in  command  of  north- 
east parapet  battery,  assisted  by  Lieutenants 
McMillan,  King  and  W.  S.  Simkins. 

Third— Captain  J.  C.  King,  with  Company  F, 
in  command  of  north-west  parapet  battery, 
assisted  by  Lieutenants  A.  S.  Gilliard,  John 
Middleton,  and  W.  H.  Johnson. 

Fourth — Captain  J.  C.  MitaY&\i,'mtii  Company 
I,  seventy-eight  men,  in  command  ot  ^axar 
pet  battery,  assisted  by  lieutenant  3.  £>.^e& 
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I  Fifth— C&ptsm  J.  R.  Macbeth,  witt  ftqq 
E,  seventy-seven  men,  in  command  cf  mm* 
battery  and  east  casemate  batterj,  wM  ^ 
Lieutenant  J.  J.  Alston. 

Captain  W.  H.  Peronneaa,vtt(fc 
pany  G,  seventy-seven  men,  in  oomdi 
north-east  casemate  Jbattery,  assisted  by  I*> 
tenant  E.  S.  Ficklin. 

Sevenlhr-teptaw  C.  W.  Parker,  with  as* 
ment  Company  C,  fifty-five  men,  and  detetoet 
Company  E,  in  command  of  north-wot  cms* 
battery,  assisted  by  Lieutenants  G.  L  lips- 
worth  and  K.  Kemper. 

Eighth — Lieutenant  H.  Grimbdl,  i&Mp 
mental  band,  fifteen  men,  in  command  of  mm 
tier  casemate  battery. 

Ninth— Lieutenant  Clarkson,  with  defelsfli 
of  twenty-five  men  of  Company  BtGadati 
battalion,  posted  in  second  tier  of  cuenfcl 
sharpshooters. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Yates,  having  reported k 
duty  on  the  morning  of  the  seventh  of  A?& 
was  assigned  to  the  immediate  commandite 
parapet  batteries. 

The  casemate  batteries  were  under  the'm 
diate  commaud  of  Major  Ormsby  Bbadiag. 

The  following  is  the  number  of  guns  tarit 
into  action :  Two  seven-inch  Brooke  guus;w 
ten-inch  columbiads  ;  two  nine-inch  Dah|gm 
four  eight-inch  columbiads ;  four  eight-inch  tin 
guns ;  seven  banded  and  rifled  f  orty-two  pow- 
ers ;  one  banded  and  rifled  thirty-two  poros; 
thirteen  smooth-bore  thirty-two-pounders ;  mm 
ten-inch  sea-coast  mortars. 
The  following  were  the  officers  of  the  fttf: 
Lieutenant  8.  C.  Boyteston,  Adjutant ;  Cspw 
T.  M.  Barker,  Assistant  Quartermaster ;  Gun 
S.  P.  Ravenel,  A.  C.  S. ;  Reverend  N.  Akfrith, 
Chaplain ;  Sergeant-Major,  C.  P.  Grunshi&ai 
Quartermaster-Sergeant,  William  NioolL  lie* 
tenant  Charles  Inglesby  was  Officer  of  the  Sty. 
Lieutenant  J.  G.  Hey  ward  was  Officer  of  & 
Guard.   Lieutenant  E.  P.  Ravenel  was  actEf 
Ordnance  Officer,  assisted  by  Lieutenant  Jo* 
B.  Heyward,  Lieutenant  of  Ordnance. 

The  medical  department  was  under  charged 
Surgeon  M.  S.  Moore,  assisted  by  Assistant^ 
geon  Samuel  Muller. 

Mr.  Edward  White  was  present  as  acoog 
Engineer  Officer. 

The  members  of  the  Signal  corps  were  T.  P. 
Lowndes,  Arthur  Grimbafl,  and  Joseph  W.  Ss> 
brdbk. 

Several  officers  of  General  Ripley's  staff  wwp 
present  during  the  engagement,  and  in  tbeib> 
sence  of  General  Ripley,  tendored  their  terriosi 

to  me. 

Captain  Benjamin  Read,  A.  A.  General;  to- 
one!  Edward  Manigault  and  Colonel  St  Gkir 
Dealing  were  present,  having  tendered  fair 
services  also. 

Mr.  Lacoste  also  was  present,  and  rendered 
efficient  service. 

x    With  regard  to  the  conduct  of  the  gsrrieoB, 

\  \\,  S&  Sxcc^«Kft3&  tat  \*  ^saar  am?  distinction. 
\Qj&sftx%       tract  -Wfe         «shu*j&  ^r^^i 
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mm  ■pirit,  and  I  cannot  speak  in  too  high 
warn  of  their  coolness  and  gallantry  through- 
*ttie  action.   All  acted  as  though  they  were 
_  _g^ged  in  practice,  and  the  minutest  particu- 
^*^^cjF  drill  and  military  etiquette  were  pre- 

JP*ox-  expenditure  of  ammunition,  I  would  re- 
Jg^tfiiUy  refer  to  enclosed  report  of  Ordnance 


^*  a  list  of  casualties,  I  would  also  refer  to 
*"^j*o»ed  Surgeon's  report 

nine  o'clock  a.  m.,  April  eighth,  the  Keo- 


^*ui  seen  to  sink  near  Morris  Island  beach, 
**^*<&  she  now  lies. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Alfred  Rhett, 

Culonel,  commaDdlng. 


ADER-GEXERAL  TRAPIER'S  REPORT  OF  ACTION  IN 
CHARLESTON  HARBOR,  APRIL  SEVENTH,  1803. 


HKADQUABXEBS  SEOOXD  SUBDIVISION, 

Fntsr  Military  District,  ^cluvan' 
Island,  April  13,  1863. 

^hptain  W.  F.  Nance,  A.  A.  G.  : 
^  Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  action  of  the  seventh  in- 
stant, between  the  enemy's  fleet  of  iron-clad  war 
vessels  and  the  fort  and  batteries  on  tin's 


At  about  two  o'clock  p.  m.,  on  that  day,  it  was 
reported  to  me  that  the  movements  of  the  fleet, 
which  had  been  for  some  time  anchored  within 
the  bar,  were  suspicious,  and  that  some  of  the 
▼easels  appeared  to  bo  advancing.  So  stealthily 
did  they  approach,  however,  that  not  until  half 
past  two  o  clock  did  I  become  convinced  that 
the  intentions  of  the  enemy  were  serious  and 
that  the  long  threatened  attack  was  about  to 
begin.  I  immediately  repaired  to  Fort  Moultrie, 
where  I  had  previously  determined  to  make  my 
headquarters  during  the  action.  Slowly  but 
steadily  the  iron-clads  approached,  coming  by 
the  middle  or  44 swash"  chaimel  iti  single  file, 
the  Passaic  (it  is  believed)  in  the  van,  followed 
by  the  rest  (eight  in  number)  at  equal  distances, 
the  flag  ship,  New  Ironsides,  occupying  the  cen- 
tre. 

At  three  o'clock,  Colonel  William  Butler,  com- 
manding in  the  fort,  reported  to  me  that  the 
leading  ship  was  in  range.  I  ordered  him  im- 
mediately to  open  his  batteries  upon  her,  which 
was  dono  promptly,  and  the  action  began.  Fear- 
ing that  the  rango  was  rather  long  for  effective 
work,  the  firing,  after  a  few  rounds,  was  sus- 
pended for  a  short  timo ;  but  finding  the  enemy 
refused  close  quarters,  there  was  no  alternative 
but  to  engage  him  at  long  range  or  not  at  all. 
We  decided  upon  the  former,  and  Fort  Moultrie 
again  opened  tier  batteries.  Batteries  Bee  and 
Beauregard  had  also,  by  this  time,  opened  fire, 
and  the  action  had  become  general.  It  soon  be- 
came obvious  that  the  enemy's  intentions  were 
to  fight  and  not  to  run  by,  and  orders  were 

fiven  to  "  train "  on  vessels  nearest  in,  and  to 
re  bv  battery.   Volley  after  volley  was  deliv- 
eredm  this  way;  but  although  it  was  plain  that 


our  shot  repeatedly  took  effect,  their  impact 
against  the  iron  casing  of  the  enemy  being 
distinctly  heard  and  seen,  yet  we  could  not  dis- 
cover but  that  the  foe  was  indeed  invulnerable. 

About  half  past  five  or  six  o'clock  p.  m.,  or 
after  the  action  had  lasted  about  two  hours  and 
a  half,  the  enemy,  as  slowly  as  he  had  advanced, 
withdrew  from  the  contest,  apparently  un- 
harmed, so  far  at  least  as  his  power  of  locomo- 
tion went  Subsequent  events  have  happily  re- 
vealed the  fact,  that  one  at  least  of  our  enemy's 
"  invulnerables"  has  given  proof  that  brick  walls 
and  earthen  parapets  still  hold  the  mastery. 

The  nearest  the  enemy  ventured  at  any  time 
to  Fort  Moultrie  was  estimated  at  ono  thousand 
yards,  to  Battery  Bee  sixteen  hundred  yards,  to 
Battery  Beauregard  fourteen  hundred  yards. 

Fort  Moultrie  was  garrisoned  by  a  detachment 
from  the  First  South  Carolina  regular  infantry, 
Colonel  William  Butler  commanding,  assisted 
by  Major  T.  M.  Baker,  and  consisting  of  the  fol- 
lowing companies : 

Company  A,  Captain  T.  A.  Huguenin ;  Com- 
pany E,  Captain  R.  Press  Smith ;  Company  F, 
Captain  B.  S.  Burnett ;  Company  G,  First  Lieu- 
tenant £.  A.  Erwin  commanding ;  Company  K, 
Captain  C.  H.  Rivers. 

Battery  Bee  was  garrisoned  by  another  de- 
tachment from  the  same  regiment,  commanded 
by  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  C.  Jenkins,  and  con- 
sisted of  the  following  companies : 

Company  C,  Captain  Robert  DeTreville  ;  Com- 
pany H,  Captain  Warner  Adams ;  Company  I, 
Captain  W.  Tabouni. 

Colonel  L.  M.  Kcitt,  Twentieth  regiment  South 
Carolina  volunteers,  by  my  consent,  took  post 
at  Battery  Bee,  and  remained  there  during  the 
action. 

Battery  Beauregard  was  wider  the  command 
of  Captain  J.  A.  Sitgreaves,  First  South  Carolina 
regular  artillery,  and  was  garrisoned  by  the 
following  companies : 

Company  K,  First  South  Carolina  regular  artil- 
lery, First-Lieutenaut  W.  E.  Erwin  commanding. 

Company  B,  First  South  Carolina  regular  in- 
fantry, Captain  J.  IT.  Warley  commanding. 

It  gives  mo  pleasure  to  have  it  in  my  power 
to  report  that  not  a  single  casualty  occurred 
among  any  of  these  troops,  with  the  exception 
only  of  one  in  Fort  Moultrie.  Early  in  the  ac- 
tion our  flaff-staff  was  shot  away,  and  in  falling 
struck  private  J.  S.  Lusby,  Company  F,  inflict- 
ing, a  severe  wound,  from  which  he  died  in  a 
short  time.  Neither  the  fort  itself,  nor  the  mate- 
rial was  in  the  least  injured.  It  is  due  to  the 
garrison  of  Fort  Moultrie  and  their  soldierly 
and  accomplished  commander,  Colonel  Butler, 
that  I  should  not  close  this  report  without  bear- 
ing testimony  to  the  admirable  skill,  coolness, 
and  deliberation  with  which  they  served  their 
guns.  They  went,  all — men  as  well  as  officers — 
to  their  work  cheerfully  and  with  alacrity, 
showing  that  their  hearts  were  in  it  There 
was  enthusiasm,  but  no  excitement  They  lost, 
no  time  in  loading  ihsYt  ^qsa,\^  m\  toA. 
hastily  or  without  wnu 


regimental  flag  in  a  conspicuous  place  upon  it 
Captain  G.  A.  Wardlaw,  A.  Q.  M.9  and  Lieuten- 
ant and  Adjutant  Mitchell  King,  and  First-Lieu- 
tenant D.  G.  Calhoun,  were  likewise  prompt  in 
placing  tho  battle  and  garrison  flags  in  conspic- 
uous positions.  Lieutenant  Williams,  Ordnance 
Officer,  is  also  favorably  mentioned. 

To  Captains  William  Greene  and  B.  G.  Pinck- 
ney,  of  my  staff,  and  First-Lieutenant  A.  H.  Lu- 
cas, my  Aid-de-Camp,  I  am  indebted  for  valuable 
assistance,  and  my  thanks  are  also  due  to  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel 0.  M.  Dantzler  and  Doctor  G.  W. 
Wescott,  volunteer  Aids  for  the  occasion. 

1  have  the  honor,  to  transmit  herewith  a  state- 
ment in  tabular  form,  showing  the  expenditure 
of  ammunition  by  Fort  Moultrie  and  the  bat- 
teries during  the  action. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  H.  Trapier, 
Brigadier-General,  commanding. 

REPORT  OF  THE  PART  TAKEN  BY  FORT  MOULTRIE  IN 
THE  ACTION  OF  THE  SEVENTH  OF  APRIL. 

Hkadquajosbs,  Fort  Moultrib,  8.  0.,1 
April  13, 1863.  / 

First  Lieutenant  W.  R  Heme,  Adjutant  of  Forces 
on  SuUivan's  Island : 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing statement  of  the  part  taken  by  this  fort  in 
the  action  with  the  iron-clad  fleet  of  the  aboli- 
tionists on  the  seventh  of  this  month : 

On  the  fifth,  the  attacking  fleet,  consisting  of 
eight  turreted  gunboats  and  the  steam-frigate 
Ironsides,  crossed  the  bar  and  took  a  position 
about  three  miles  and  a  half  or  four  miles  from 
this  fort  On  the  seventh  it  advanced  in  the 
direction  of  the  harbor,  one  of  the  turreted 
boats  some  distance  in  advance.   As  soon  as 

iV        1         1 "  %  ,  ....  _ 


duties  with  spirit  and  cekritv. 
action  the  flag-staff  was  cut  «fi 
from  the  enemy,  which,  in  faffing,  i 
Lusby,  Company  F,  First  South  ( 
try,  causing  his  death  in  a  few  i 
was  the  only  casualty  of  any  imj 
gunner,  private  Harrison,  Oomp 
linger  by  some  inadvertence  in 
into  battery,  but  returned  to  bis 
ting  his  wound  dressed.  Whc 
struck  down,  Captain  W.  H.  1 
promptly  placed  the  regimenta 
spicuous  place  upon  a  travers 
H.  Wardlaw,  A.  Q.  M.,  and  Lien 
jutant  Mitchell  King  and  First  ] 
Calhoun  were  likewise  prompt 
battle  and  garrison  flags  in  cc 
tions.  Major  T.  M.  Baker,  Firs 
infantry,  was  wherever  his  sei 
most  useful.  The  Ordnance  0f& 
tenant  Thomas  Williams,  was  a 
magazine.  Much  credit  is  du 
good  condition  of  the  gun  ct 
ordnance  stores.  I  have  aire: 
report  of  the  amount  of  ammui 
The  guns  engaged  consisted  o: 
columbiads,  five  tbirty-two-poi 
banded  guns,  five  smooth-bore  t 
ers,  and  two  ten-inch  mortars. 
I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully 
Your  obedient  st 
Will 

Colonel  First  South  Carolina  I 


REPORT  OF  OOLOWEL  KENT  OF  THE  I 
BATTERIES  OF  SULLIVAN'S  ISLAND 
THE  SEVENTH  OF  APRIL. 
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with  rapidity  and  great  precision.   I  saw, 
distinctly,  a  large  number  of  ten-inch  shot 
tills  battery  strike  the  Keokuk,  and  also 
rQ  of  the  monitor  vessels,  which  alternately 
;^ypced  to  the  front.   They  struck  turrets, 
&zxd  hull.   The  injury  inflicted  could  not 
•oocurately  estimated,  but  I  believe  that  it 
^yere.   The  officers  of  the  garrison  were 
?*»  "^i&ilant,  and  energetic,  and  the  men  were 
S?^***    active,  and  thoroughly  familiar  with 
Jf"      vx^fciea.   Lieutenant-Colonel  Simkins  over- 
22        tte  management  of  the  battery,  and  I 
52?^         l»s  vigilance,  skill  and  the  energetic 
Ej^^^S6  of  his  duties.    The  firing  I  thought  a 


The  storm  of 


rapid,  but  I  have  no  doubt  that  in  the 

I* 

■  *3 

ata-^^^  precision  against  the  Ironsides  and  the 


i^*^     subserved  a  good  purpose. 
^^^T^ci  bolts  which  fell  around  the  enemy  con- 
•5?  »  if  it  did  not  appal  him. 
— -  "Beauregard  battery  directed  its  fire  with 


^i^]?  "monitors  which  were  nearest  to  it.  The 
of  this  battery  struck  those  vessels  repeat- 
The  officers  and  men  behaved  with  the 
^^^ft^est  coolness  and  gallantry. 
^  *Ort  Moultrie  was  under  General  Trapior's 
v^Q  eye,  and  he  can  best  tell  how  worthily  she 
^indicated  her  historical  reputation. 

The  companies  of  the  Twentieth  regiment 
both  Carolina  volunteers,  which  were  upon  the 
ilimd,  were  drawn  up  to  protect  the  upper  bat- 
teles  and  to  repel  a  land  attack,  if  sucn  were 
attempted.  They  were  eager  to  join  their 
brethren  in  arms  in  the  conflict,  but  the  prudent 
abstinence  of  the  foe  from  an  attempt  to  land 
prevented  them.  They  were  under  command  of 
Captain  P.  A.  McMichael,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Dantzler  having  been  invited  by  General  Tra- 
pier  to  act  as  his  special  aid  on  the  occasion ; 
^  and,  had  a  land  attack  been  made,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Dantzler  could  easily  have  reached  the 
portion  of  his  regiment  drawn  up  on  the  island, 
and  have  taken  command  of  it,  which  he  in- 
tended to  do. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Captain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Lawrence  M.  Keitt, 

Colonel,  commanding  Post. 

Official: 

William  F.  Nance, 

Assistant  AdJntant-GoneraL 

CIRCULAR. 

HBADQDAKRRi  Faat  MlUTART  DSTBIOT  S.  C,  Gi.,  AXD  FLA.,  \ 

Chamjhtok,  December  26th ,  1802.  j 

In  case  the  proposed  attack  upon  this  harbor 
is  known  beforehand,  special  directions  will  be 
given  for  the  service  of  the  different  batteries. 
As,  however,  it  may  happen  that  a  surprise  may 
be  attempted,  or  that  the  intervening  time  be- 
tween the  knowledge  of  the  intention  and  the 
event  may  bo  too  short,  the  instructions  here- 
inafter contained  will  be  carefully  attended  to. 

Each  commanding  officer  of  a  fort  or  battery, 
will  give  his  attention  immediately  to  the 
strengthening  of  his  carriages,  and  the  com- 
plete  preparation  of  his  material.  Besides  mak- 


ing the  proper  requisitions  on  the  staff  depart- 
ments, let  him  endeavor  to  do  as  much  as  possible 
from  his  own  resources.  While  staff  departments 
are,  to  a  great  extent,  crippled,  for  wan*  of  ma- 
terial and  workmen,  much  can  bo  accomplished 
by  ready  expedients  without  their  aid.  Every 
carriage  must  be  kept  carefully  screwed  up,  and 
if  any  are  defective,  made  at  least  temporarily 
efficient  All  the  elevating  screws,  eccentric 
wheels,  and  traversing  gear  must  be  put  in 
order,  and  kept  so,  and  especial  care  must  be 
taken  to  see  that  a  full  supply  of  small  imple- 
ments is  constantly  on  hana. 

Ammunition  should  be  examined,  and  imme- 
diately apportioned  to  the  several  guns,  ref- 
erence beinjr,  had  to  the  orders  heretofore  given 
on  that  subject ;  but  where  the  quantity  is  not 
sufficient,  the  greater  portion  should  be  given 
to  the  heavier  guns,  as  on  them  principally  the 
success  of  the  defence  must  depend. 

Officers  and  men  of  each  command  must  be 
kept  on  the  alert,  and  instructed  to  go  to  bat- 
tery, at  once,  upon  an  alarm  ;  and  especial  care 
must  be  taken  that  each  battery  is  in  readiness 
for  instant  action  as  the  men  arrive  at  their 
guns. 

It  is  hoped  and  believed  that  most  of  these 
things  are  habitually  attended  to,  but  as  constant 
vigilance  is  our  only  security,  they  cannot  be 
too  forcibly  insisted  upon. 

Upon  observing  a  disposition  to  attack  on  the 
part  of  the  enemy,  the  nearest  fort  or  battery 
will  give  the  alarm.  By  day  a  shotted  gun,  and 
dipping  the  flag,  will  communicate  the  danger 
to  the  other  fortifications  and  headquarters.  All 
commands  will  go  at  onco  to  battery,  and  the 
circumstances  of  the  alarm  communicated  to 
headquarters  by  telegraph  or  signal.  By  night, 
a  shotted  gun  and  a  rocket  will  give  the  intelli- 
gence. 

In  whatever  way  the  attack  is  made  by  the 
enemy,  he  is  to  be  engaged  as  soon  as  possible 
to  do  so  effectually,  with  a  few  long  range  guns 
from  every  fort  that  will  bear.  The  number  of 
these  guns  must  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the 
commanding  officers,  who  must  see  that  the  fire 
is  as  accurate  as  possible.  They  must  not  en- 
gage too  great  a  number,  and  bo  careful  not  un- 
duly to  excite  their  men,  or  strain  their  guns  and 
carriages.  While  the  long  range  fire  is  valuable, 
if  accurate,  to  annoy  the  enemy,  and  force  him 
to  dovelop  his  attack,  it  is  not  to  bo  depended 
on  for  more.  Other  things  being  equal,  it  will 
be  well  that  the  guns  to  leeward  are  first  en- 
gaged. The  remaining  guns  of  the  batteries 
will  be  trained  by  battery  on  different  points 
where  the  enemy  must  pass,  care  being  taken 
to  have  the  fire  of  each  battery  concentrated. 
As  the  enemy  approaches,  let  the  distance  he 
will  be  in  passing  be  accurately  estimated  by 
the  distance  buoys,  and  the  elevation  made  to 
correspond,  making  it  too  little  rather  than  too 
great  for  direct  fire.  If  the  vessels  are  passing 
rapidly,  the  guns  should  be  discharged  Dy  bat- 
tery, jufit  aa  i\vfc  N^as^a 
|  across  the  Alne  ot 


ies  and  remain  behind. 

Should  some  of  the  vessels  succeed  in  pass- 
ing, the  action  must  then  pass  into  the  hands  of 
commanding  officers  of  batteries.  They  will 
pour  in  their  fire  as  far  as  practicable,  by  bat- 
tery, and  as  fast  as  it  can  be  done  with  accuracy 
on  whatever  vessels  of  the  enemy  may  be  near- 
est them. 

The  guns  of  Beauregard  battery,  Fort  Moul- 
trie, Battery  Bee,  and  the  eastern,  north-eastern, 
and  north-western  faces  of  Fort  Sumter  will  be 
used  to  form  the  first  circle  of  fire  to  which  the 
enemy  must  be  subjected ;  the  centre  being  a 
little  to  the  eastward  of  a  line  between  the  forts 
and  midway.  Every  effort  must  be  made  to 
crush  his  vessels  and  repel  Ins  attack  within 
this  circle,  and  especially  while  ho  is  entangled 
in  the  obstructions. 

All  the  mortars,  of  Fort  Sumter  and  Fort 
Moultrie  will  be  trained  on  the  centre  above 
indicated.  The  fazes  will  bo  of  the  full  length, 
and  the  shells  have  large  bursting  charges ;  it 
being  better  to  have  the  fuzes  fail  than  the 
shells  to  burst  in  the  air,  and  the  full  effect  of 
the  explosions  being  desirable  if  successful. 
The  mortar  batteries  will  be  fired  by  battery 
when  the  enemy's  vessels  are  about  two  ship  s 
lengths  from  the  point  on  which  they  are 
trained. 

If  the  fleet  is  large,  the  mortars  will  be  kept 
trained  on  the  same  point,  and  firod  by  battery 
as  rapidly  as  possible  while  the  fleet  is  passing. 
If  small,  and  a  portion  has  passed  the  first  cir- 
cle of  fire,  the  mortars  of  Fort  Sumter  will  bo 
trained  to  operate  on  the  second  circle,  the  cen- 
tre of  which  will  be  at  a  point  about  midway 
between  Forts  Sumter  and  Ripley,  and  to  the 
southward  of  the  middle  ground  shoal.   It  will 


gage  during' the  action,  and  titer  aq 
our  batteries.  In  this  case,  officer!  ■ 
cannot  be  too  careful  to  avoid  til 
The  fire  by  batterv,  as  a  genend  tti 
discontinued  at  those  vends  of 
which  our  shipB  engage  closely;  W 
offers,  endeavors  will  be  made  tot 
of  the  revolving  turrets  on  the  ene 
when  turned  from  our  ships,  to  di 
throw  out  of  gear  the  machinery  fo 
ports. 

Accurate  fire  by  single  guns  *i 
trated  on  the  enemy's  vessels,  if 
attack  one  of  ours ;  and  should  tfc 
uiit,  then  it  will  be  advisable  to  1 
of  them  a  heavy  fire  by  battery. 

The  plunging  fire  from  Fort 
pected  to  be  particularly  effect 
single  rifled  guns  are  fired  fron 
of  that  fort,  it  will  be  well  to 
roofs  of  the  turrets  with  squar 
followed  by  shells  filled  with  mo 

The  square-headed  bolts  for  t 
umbiads  and  the  heavier  guns  ^ 
battery  when  the  enemy  is  wit 
Solid  shot  and  bolts  will  be 
against  iron-dads  during  the  net 

The  furnaces  for  melting  ir< 
shot  will  be  kept  in  heat,  and  he 
will  be  used  whenever  occasio 
tage. 

Should  it  happen  that  any  < 
vessels  become  disabled  and  e 
out  of  fire,  the  outermost  batt 
particular  attention  to  prevent  tl 
other  of  the  enemy's  ships  conn 
ance  of  the  disabled,  let  every  f 
which  will  bear  be  turned  upoi 
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to  drive  the  enemy's  vessels  upon  them 
-  im  taking  other  courses. 

obstructions  will  also  be  designated,  and 
■J"**  no  circumstances  will  the  enemy  be  per- 
jjjjpci  -fc^j  reconnoitre  them. 
^zbg  ^headquarters  of  the  undersigned  will  be 
J*1"**  Suniter,  and  directions  be  sent  by  tele- 
Jv?.  axid  signal  to  tho  different  posts,  should 
[J/^^^K  require  Bpecial  directions. 
J^*^^»es  Marshall  and  Wagner  will  be  worked 
>  stent  of  their  capacity  for  injuring  the 
by  their  commanding  officers,  without 
exposing  their  commands, 
-directions  given  above,  relate  generally 
defeat  of  an  attack  by  the  enemy's  fleet 
l-  Should  a  combined  attack  be  made  by 
»  .^Xid  water,  other  orders  can  bo  issued,  as 
5i?^*S  of  that  kind  can  be  done  by  surprise. 

present  circular  will  be  studied  and  re- 
upon  by  all  officer.8  who  will  be  engaged 
r^jjjis  honorable  duty  of  the  coming  defence. 
jJr^*^.    careful  attention,  coolness,  and  skilful 
^•^Xery,  success  is  far  more  than  probable. 

R.  S.  Ripley, 
^^^^lal  •  JMgadier-Gcnexal,  commanding. 

Wm.  F.  Nance, 

A.  A.  General. 


^  vnu  OF  THE  MILITARY  ENGINEERS  OF  TH1  ENGAGE 
*§EHT  OF  THE  ENEMY'S  IRON-CLAP  FLEET  WITH  THE 
POSTS  AND  BATTERIES  COMMANDING  THE  OITEK  II A K- 
BOB  OF  CHARLESTON  ON  THE  8EVFNTH  OF  APRIL,  1863. 

Office  or  Chief  ExGnnzn,  ) 
Charleston,  South  Cahouxa,  v 
April  23. 1863.  J 

Her- General  Thomas  Jordan,  Chief  of 


General:  In  compliance  with  instructions, 
Major  Echols  has  made  a  report  in  detail  of  the 
engagement  ou  the  seventh  instant,  of  the 
enemy's  iron-clad  fleet  with  the  forts  and  bat- 
teries commanding  the  outer  harbor  of  this 
city,  which  I  have  tho  honor  to  hand  you  here- 
with. 

This  report  is  based  upon  information  derived 
from  the  commanding  officers  of  the  forts  and 
batteries  engaged  in  the  fight,  aud  upon  an 
examination  in  company  with  myself  of  those 
-works  on  the  eighth  and  ninth  instant 

The  fire  of  the  enemy  was  directed  chiefly 
against  Fort  Sumter,  at  a  distance  of  from  nine 
to  fifteen  hundred  yards.  The  injuries  to  the 
fort,  of  which  the  tables  and  drawings  accom- 
panying Major  Echols'  report  give  an  accurate 
description,  were  not  of  a  character  to  impair 
its  efficiency.  The  crushing  effect  of  the  enemy's 
heavy  missiles  was  less  than  I  had  anticipated. 
The  chief  damage  was  probably  caused  by  the 
explosion  of  shells  against  and  in  the  walls  of 
the  fort. 

The  manner  in  which  the  fort  withstood  the 
bombardment  is  a  matter  of  congratulation,  and 
encourages  us  to  believe  that  the  repairs  that 
have  been  made,  and  the  measures  now  in  pro- 
gress to  strengthen  and  protect  its  walls,  will 
enable  the  fort  to  withstand  a  much  more  for- 
midable  bombardment  with  like  good  results. 
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Of  the  other  works  engaged,  none  of  which 
attracted  much  of  the  enemy's  attention,  only 
one — Fort  Moultrie— received  any  damage,  and 

that  was  very  trivial. 

Fort  Moultrie,  Battery  Waenor,  and  Cummins' 
Point  battery  fired  upon  the  fleet  at  a  distance  of 
from  twelve  to  fifteen  hundred  yards ;  Batteries 
Bee  and  Beauregard  at  a  distance  of  from  sixteen 
hundred  to  two  thousand  yards — too  far,  in  the 
case  of  the  latter-named  batteries,  for  useful 
effect  against  iron-clads. 

Our  batteries  were  admirably  served  by  our 
skilled  artillerists.  Much  of  the  rapidity  and 
accuracy  with  which  our  heavy  guns  were  fired 
was  due  to  the  use  of  Colonel  \  ates'  traverser, 
with  the  merits  of  which  the  General  command- 
ing has  been  fully  impressed. 

Our  batteries  discharged  about  twenty-two 
hundred  shot  of  all  sorts;  the  enemy's  fleet 
about  one  hundred  and  ten,  chiefly  fif  teen-inch 
shell  and  eleven-inch  solid  shot — not  less  than 
eighty  of  which  were  directed  at  Fort  Sumter. 

The  sinking  of  the  Keokuk,  and  the  discom- 
fiture of  other  iron-clads,  has  established  their 
vulnerability  to  our  heavy  projectiles  at  a  range, 
say,  of  from  nine  to  twelve  hundred  yards. 

It  appeared  on  an  examination  of  the  wreck  of 
the  Keokuk,  on  the  sixteenth  instant,  by  Lieuten- 
ant Boyleston,  confirmed  in  the  main  by  my  own 
observations  on  the  nineteenth  instant,  that  her 
turrets  within  four  and  a  half  feet  of  their  tops, 
had  been  pierced  by  four  ten-inch  shot  aud  one 
seven-inch  rifle  shot,  and  a  wrought  iron  Brooke 
bolt  had  pentrated  seven-eighfiis  of  its  length 
and  stuck  in  the  plating.  Several  severe  inden- 
tations were  also  observed,  near  which  tho 
plates  were  warped  and  tho  bolts  broken  or 
started.  The  to})  of  the  smoke-stack  (of  sheet 
iron)  was  very  much  torn,  and  the  bottom  of  it 
(of  similar  structure  to  the  turrets)  pierced  by 
a  ten-inch  shot.  The  vessel  having  sunk  in 
thirteen  feet  of  water,  prevented  an  examination 
of  the  lower  portions  of  her  turrets,  or  of  her 
hull,  which,  no  doubt,  were  served  in  like  man- 
ner. From  this  it  would  appear  that  the  ten- 
inch  shot  arc  just  as  effective  at  the  distance, 
say.  of  nine  hundred  yards  as  the  seven-inch 
Brooke  bolts  against  such  structures  as  the  tur- 
rets of  the  Keokuk. 

The  result  of  this  engagement  is  highly  grat- 
ifying, and  increases  our  confidence  in  our 
ability,  with  good  batteries  of  suitable  guns,  to 
contend  successfully  with  vessels  of  the  moni- 
tor class.  The  enemy's  evident  and  just  dread 
of  torpedoes,  as  evinced  in  his  preparation  for 
their  explosion,  by  the  14  Devil."  or  torpedo- 
searcher,  should  induce  us  to  multiply  our  de- 
fences of  that  character  in  whatsoever  manner 
they  can  be  made  available. 

I  have  the  honor  to  Ikj, 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

D.  B.  Karris, 
Major  aud  Chief  of  Enginoera, 

Official: 

G.  Thoxab  Co*. 


from  tne  omcers  in  cnarge  01  me  worn,  dm 
more  particularly  from  the  observations  of  Col- 
onel Khett,  commanding  Fort  Sumter,  and  lien- 
tenant  S.  C.  Boyleston,  Adjutant  First  regiment 
South  Carolina  artillery,  who  mside  Bpccial  ob- 
servations during  the*whole  action ;  the  remain- 
der from  personal  inspection  afterward. 

Forts  Sumter,  Moultrie,  Batteries  Bee,  Beaure- 
gard, Cummins'  Point,  and  Wagner,  were  en- 
gaged. The  fleet  consisted  of  the  Ironsides, 
supposed  armament  sixteen  guns ;  the  Keokuk, 
two  stationary  turrets,  carrying  one  gun  each, 
and  seven  single*  revolving  tnrroted  vessels,  car- 
rying (supposed)  two  guns  in  each,  presumed 
to  be  the  Montauk,  Passaic,  Weehawken,  Pa- 
tapsco,  Nahant,  Catskill,  and  Nantucket,  which 
took  position  from  nine  hundred  to  fifteen  hun- 
dred yards  from  Fort  Sumter. 

They  steamed  up  main  ship  channel  toward 
Fort  Moultrie,  in  line  of  battle,  as  follows :  Four 
single  turrets,  Ironsides,  three  single  turrets,  and 
Keokuk,  following  one  after  the  other  at  inter- 
vals of  about  three  hundred  yards — the  fore- 
most one  moving  slowly,  and  carrying  on  her 
prow  the  "Devil,"  or  torpedo-searcher,  a  de- 
scription of  which  will  be  sent  you.  When 
within  twenty-two  hundred  yards,  Fort  Moul- 
trie fired  the  first  gnn  upon  her,  near  buoy 
number  three,  then  distant  about  fifteen  hun- 
dred yards  from  Sumter,  which  ha/1  previously 
trained  her  battery  of  barbette  guns  upon  the 
buoy,  and  opened  fire  by  battery  when  she 
reached  that  position,  at  three  minutes  past 
three  o'clock. 

The  first  turret  opened  fire  at  five  minutes 
past  three,  and  moved  backward,  thus  develop- 
ing their  manoeuvre  of  attack.  At  this  moment 
the  engagement  became  general.   The  second 


seven-incn  isrooKe  nne  e*  oat 
bow,  penetrating,  and  ripping 
about  six  feet  long,  and  two  wot 
which  ended  her  career ;  she  it 
disabled  for  a  few  minutes,  thei 
channel  and  proceeded  toward  flu 
five  minutes  past  four.  She  suk 
end  of  Morris  Island,  at  half  past 
the  following  morning ;  her  m 
turrets  are  now  visible  at  lowwal 
wreck  floated  ashore  a  book,  a 
pieces  of  furniture  bespattered* 
small  fragments  of  iron  sticking  i 
The  firing  of  the  turrets  was  ti: 
charged  generally  at  intervals  o 
the  engagement  lasted  two  hoa 
five  minutes.  Allowing  six  of 
engaged,  they  delivered  eighl 
one  fired  twice,  and  retired ;  th 
three  or  four  times,  and  the 
seventeen — making  the  total  i 
the  enemy  about  one  hundred 
were  principally  directed  at  Su 
show  the  effect  of  fifty-five  mis 
and  fragments ;  the  carriage 
Jumbiad  on  the  western  face  w 
molished  by  a  shot  coming  o 
a  forty-two-pounder  rifle  on  th 
dismounted  by  breaking  a  tnv 
soon  remounted  in  position ; 
knocked  in  the  roof  of  the  ea 
grazing  shots ;  an  eight-inch 
on  the  eastern  face,  throwinj 
half  the  reinforce  over  the  p 
half  over  the  quarters  in  the  p 
the  carriage,  but  did  no  othe 
all  the  window  panes  and  so; 
in  the  fort  were  broken  by  coi 
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passed  through  a  window  and 
tre  of  the  fort.  Several  oxplod- 
th  the  wall,  by  which  the  prin- 
pear  to  have  been  formed ;  one 
>  parapet  into  the  quarters  on 
e,  exploded,  damaging  several 

en-inch  shot  struck  the  faces, 
;  near  one  of  the  same  em- 
.  by  the  fifteen-inch  shell,  broke 
tered  the  interior  wall  of  the 
ne  impression  represented  any 
i  rifle  projectile.  One  fifteen- 
one  fifteen  inch  hollow  shot, 
ich  shells  and  eleven-inch  shot 
uid  around  the  fort ;  fragments 
ihells  were  picked  up  on  the 
rrao  being  very  narrow  and 
od  any  means  of  ascertaining 
emselves,  their  kind — all  being 
)  the  water,  after  striking,  ft 
),  that  several  shrapnel  were 
lrbette  guns  of  Sumter.  Some 
ich  exploded  in  contact  with  the 
>ly  have  been  percussion  rifle 
f  the  turrets  are  known  to  carry 

but  no  fragments  were  found, 
ic  officers  report  indications  of 
>y  sound  or  otherwise,  with  but 
ic  commanding  officer  of  Battery 

one  by  sound  to  have  passed 
e  Ironsides.  Nine  shots  were 
»  at  distances :  of  turrets,  thir- 
ards ;  of  Ironsides,  seventeen 
;  an  eleven-inch  shot  struck 
iff  at  thirty-seven  minutes  past 
rough  the  roof  of  the  quarters, 
rall  of  the  ordnance  storehouse, 
lick,  and  dropped  in  the  room ; 
10  glacis  and  ricochettcd  over 
1,  a  fifteen-inch  shell,  burst  at 
a  fragment  of  which  was  found ; 
i  over.  Five  shots  were  fired 
ithout  effect,  at  a  distance  of 
md  yards — one  fell  behind  the 
her  passed  along  the  front  of 
burst ;  the  others  passed  over, 
e  fired  at  Battery  Beauregard, 

two  thousand  yards,  without 
m-inch  shot  were  found.  Two 
immins'  Point  without  effect — 
hundred  or  thirteen  hundred 
ronsides ;  the  other  at  fourteen 
n  hundred  yards,  from  a  turret, 
at  Battery  Wagner ;  one  from 
mded  like  a  rifle  shot  passing 

one  grazed  the  top  of  the  tra- 
er  exploded  over  the  battory, 
:nt  into  a  traverse. 
,  which  fired  her  two  guns  sim- 
ed  to  fire  one  of  them  at  about 
f  of  the  port  being  closed  the 
action ;  cause  not  visible.  They 

struck  upon  their  decks,  and 
re  seen  sticking  in  the  hull  of 
nd  from  another,  steam  issued 
on  it   A  cast  iron  bolt  (rifle 


forty-two)  struck  a  bevelled  plate  or  guar. I 
around  the  base  of  a  turret,  which  curved  an  I 
turned  one  end  up. 

The  projectiles  generally  broke  in  pieces, 
could  be  seen  by  fragments  falling  in  the  watr: , 
or  bounded  from  the  vessel  One,  after  strikii : g , 
was  observed  to  drop  and  rest  at  the  foot  of  the 
turret  Several  of  the  smoke-stacks  were  pen- 
etrated. 

A  lookout  appeared  on  the  top  of  one  of  the 
turrets,  apparently  observing  the  effect  of  the 
shot ;  at  the  flash  of  a  battery  from  Moultrie  he 
instantly  disappeared. 

The  casualties  are  slight  At  Sumter  five  men 
were  wounded  by  fragments  of  masonry  and 
wood.  One  of  the  negroes  engaged  at  work  at 
the  fort,  who  was  sitting  on  the  berme  of  the 
western  face,  was  wounded  by  a  brick  knocked 
from  the  parapet  and  falling  upon  his  head. 

At  Moultrie  one  man  was  killed  by  the  falling 
of  the  flag-staff  when  shot  away. 

At  Battery  Wagner  an  ammunition  ohest  in 
the  angle  of  the  parapet  and  traverse,  in  the 
chamber  of  the  thirty-two  pounder,  exploded 
from  the  blast  of  the  gun,  killing  throe  men. 
mortally  wounding  one,  slightly  wounding  Lieu- 
tenant Steadman,  in  charge  of  the  gun,  and  three 
men ;  blew  them  about  twenty  feet,  cracked  the 
traverses,  threw  the  shot  from  the  pile  of  balls 
in  every  direction,  and  slightly  damaged  the 
chassis. 

I  arrived  at  Fort  Sumter  about  two  o'clock  at 
night  after  the  engagement,  and  found  Mr.  E.  J. 
White,  of  the  engineer  department,  busily  en- 
gaged building  in  the  casemates,  first  and  sec- 
ond tiers,  behind  the  damaged  walls,  with  sand 
bags  ;  several  of  them  were  completed  and  con- 
siderably strengthened.  This  work  was  con- 
tinued all  night  and  the  next  day  by  the  garri- 
son and  the  fifty  negroes  who  haa  been  em- 
ployed at  the  fort,  and  remained  during  the 
engagement  On  the  following  morning  the 
fleet  lay  inside  the  bar,  in  the  same  lino  of  bat- 
tle in  which  they  approached — the  first  one 
about  two  and  a  half  miles  from  Sumter,  and  one 
and  a  half  miles  from  Morris  Island.  Men  were 
visiblo  all  day  on  the  turret  of  one,  hammering, 
evidently  repairing  her  plating.  Wind  sails 
were  set,  indicating  that  their  quarters,  even  at 
this  season  of  the  year,  were  uncomfortable 
and  badly  ventilated.  About  noon  one  of  the 
turrets  went  south,  probably  to  Port  Royal,  for 
repairs  or  for  the  security  of  that  place  against 
our  iron-clads  from  Savannah. 

The  Ironsides  has  kept  up  a  full  head  of 
steam  since  the  engagement,  as  can  be  seen  by 
her  constantly  blowing  off.  Three  holes  are 
distinctly  seen  in  her  stern,  two  just  above  the 
water-line. 

The  "  Devil "  floated  ashore  on  Morris  Island 
— the  cables  by  which  it  was  attached  to  the 
turret's  bow  were  cut  away.  It  is  probable 
that  the  "  Devil,"  becoming  unmanageable,  was 
the  cause  of  the  turret  retiring  early  from  the 
action — it  being  a  ro&ejuWe  «ta^tas*%cff^vi&Y^ 
of  two  layeiE  ot  -wYate  ^\afc  ^siJfe(w%,<>5fi^ft«^ 
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inches  square, strongly  bolted  together;  a  re- 
entering angle  twenty  feet  deep  to  receive  the 
bow  of  the  vessel,  fifty  feet  long,  twenty-seven 
feet  wide ;  a  layer  of  bevelled  timbers  on  the 
front  forming  a  bow,  seven  heavy  iron  plates, 
through  which  passed  chains  directly  down  and 
over  tne  sides,  through  hawser-pipes ;  to  these 
were  attached  grappling-irons  with  double 
prongs,  suspended  underneath,  at  the  sides 
and  Dow ;  in  the  countersinks  of  the  plates 
were  loose  iron  rollers,  apparently  to  facilitate 
the  drawing  of  the  chains  through  the  holes 
over  them,  when  the  grapplings  took  hold,  to 
drag  up  to  the  "  Devil  'r  whatever  he  may  catch 
with  his  hooks. 

The  colors  of  the  six  turrets  remaining  on  the 
eighth  are  as  follows :  • 

First  turret,  lead  color ;  stack,  lead  color ;  top 
of  stack,  red,  with  black  ring. 

Second  turret  and  stack,  black. 

Third  turret,  black ;  stack,  white ;  top  green. 

Fourth  turret,  black ;  stack,  black ;  top  stack 
(1-3)  lead  color. 

Fifth  turret  and  stack,  lead  color. 


Sixth  turret  and  stack,  black. 

The  hull  of  the  turret  in  nmning  tz 
about  two  feet  above  water  levels 
whistle,  stove-pipe,  and  stanchions  for 
a  small  boat  on  deck,  with  a  light  rutin 
it  When  cleared  for  action,  she  isn 
almost  to  the  water  level ;  the  other  « 
removed  flush  with  the  deck.  Hie 
steam  from  the  deck  several  times  obs 
not  from  injury,  is  probably  from  the 
pipe,  taken  down  flush,  as  she  cannot  < 
as  other  vessels,  on  her  sides. 

I  accompany  the  report  with  tabid 
battle-ground,  showing  the  relative  poi 
the  forts  and  fleet ;  one  of  the  faces  of  I 
showing  parts  damaged ;  one  of  the  I 
one  of  a  turret  submerged  for  action; 
of  the  "  Devil." 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
William  E  Bcb 

lUjor 

Official : 

G.  Thomas  Cox, 

Lieutenant  Engineers. 


Table  of  effects  of  projectiles  on  walls  of  Fort  Sumter. — The  numbers  correspond  trili 
drawing  of  elevations,  showing  the  locations  of  points  of  impact. 
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William  H.  Echols, 

Major  Engineers. 


Cox, 

»nant  Engineers. 


the  number,  kind,  and  position  of  Ouns  in  action,  and  number  and  kind  of  projec- 
ts used  against  the  ironclad  fleet  before  Charleston,  seventh  April,  1863. 
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REPORT  FRCBl  BATTERIES  AT  PORT  JOHNSON,  OF  EN- 
GAGEMENT OF  SEVENTH  APRIL,  1868. 

Headquarters  at  East  Likes,  April  12,  1883. 

Colonel  C.  H.  Stevens,  commanding  East  Di- 
vision, James  Island,  8.  C. : 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  one 
of  my  companies,  Company  I,  Captain  Humbert, 
stationed  at  Fort  Johnson,  had  a  small  share  in 
the  glorious  little  fight  of  the  seventh  instant, 
with  the  turreted  iron-clads  in  Charleston  har- 
bor. • 

About  half-past  two  o'clock  of  that  afternoon, 
eight  (8)  iron-clads  were  seen  approaching  for 
the  purpose  of  engaging  Fort  Sumter,  and  when 
within  easy  range,  they  opened  fire  upon  her. 
My  guns  of  heavy  calibre  at  that  post,  being  so 
placed  as  to  bear  only  upon  the  inner  harbor, 
could  not  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  iron- 
clads ;  but  in  our  anxiety  to  "  have  a  place  in  the 
picture,"  and  in  order  somewhat  to  test  the 
range  of  a  ten-inch  mortar  in  that  direction,  I 
authorized  Lieutenant  Bolivar,  in  charge,  to  open 
fire  from  it,  which,  after  being  fired  twice  with 
shell,  filled  and  plugged,  and  the  object  sought 
attained,  was  ordered  to  be  discontinued. 

The  officers  and  men  were  all  eagerly  anxious 
to  play  a  part  in  the  engagement,  and  we  only 
regret  that  our  position  was  such  as  to  prevent 
our  1  laving  a  more  prominent  place  in  an  engage- 
ment which  does  so  much  credit  to  all  con- 
cerned. 

I  am,  Colonel,  very  respectfully, 

A.  D.  Frederick, 

Colonel  Second  Regiment  S.  C.  Artillery,  commanding. 


Upon  this  was  the  following  indorsement : 

Headquarters  Jamjb  Islard  ard  St.  Ardrrws, 
MqLbod'b,  April  14,  1863. 


} 

Respectfully  forwarded.  I  reached  Fort  John- 
son some  twenty  minutes  after  the  engagement 
between  the  monitors  and  the  forts  and  batteries 
had  commenced,  on  the  seventh  instant,  and, 
finding  that  the  mortar  at  Fort  Johnson  was  not 
effective,  the  range  being  too  great,  ordered  the 
firing  discontinued  after  two  shells  had  been 
thrown.  Battery  Glover  was  not  engaged  at 
any  time. 

Respectfully, 

8.  R.  Gist, 

**  Brigadier-Gener&l. 
ACTION  OF  APRIL  SEVENTH,  CHARLESTON  HARBOR. 

Battery  Beauregard,  Sullivar'b  Islard,  ) 
April  16,  1868.  J 

Captain  Wm.  Green,  A.  A.  Q.  : 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that 
about  two  o'clock  p.  m.,  on  Tuesday,  the  seventh 
instant,  it  was  reported  to  mo  that  the  enemy's 
iron-clads,  which  had  previously  taken  a  position 
inside  the  bar,  were  steaming  up  mam  ship 

channel.   I  ordered  the  long  roll  sounded,  and    „_  .  ^ 

all  the  guns  of  this  battery  to  be  manned  forth- 1  Ironsides  and  others  in  rear.  ^ 
with,  placing  those  men  wtio  wets  wot  Qiugayged  '  the  nearer  approach  of  the  enemy 
at  the  pieces  in  a  position,  ao  aa  to  Y>*  \a&  taction  o 

from  the  tire  of  the  enemy.   Aa  wwa  *a        craaxoaaA^     ^^>*s^^ > 


leading  boat  came  within  range,  and i 
trie  and  Sumter  had  opened,  I  directe 
of  two  rifled  guns  and  an  eight-inch  < 
on  that  boat,  and  continued  to  fire  oq] 
I  was  satisfied  that  it  was  not  her  int 
)*8s  the  forts.  I  fired  rapidly  at  first, 
1  saw  that  she  would  soon  reach  a 
which  my  rifled  guns  could  not  be  h 
bear.  About  this  time  the  hoouim 
ind  exposed  her  broadside,  when  Ion 
lirected  the  fire  of  the  same  guns  on  ] 
paid  more  attention  to  her  than  anyott 
t  luring  the  fight  I  occasionally  fireda 
he  Keokuk,  or  any  one  of  them  that  o 
fair  mark  to  the  guns  used.  Abort  1 
four,  I  found  that  my  supply  of  rifled  pr 
ind  eighkinch  solid  shot  was  getting  i 
I  ordered  the  firing  to  cease,  and  seotam< 
to  the  fort  to  know  if  I  could  be  suppi 
received  a  message  from  Brigadier-Gtu 
Trapier,  in  the  meantime,  to  cease  firi 
gother. 

The  guns  that  were  engaged  were 
alternately  by  detachments  from  Com 
First  South  Carolina  artillery,  Lieutenai 
Erwin  commanding,  and  from  Company 
i  nfantry ,  Captain  JJEL  Warley  commai 
am  satisfied  that  the  Ironsides  was  to 
oral  times  by  shot  from  this  battery,  a 
>ne  or  two  others  were  also  struck.! 
I  fleet  it  is  impossible  to  say,  except  fro 
since  the  engagement,  which  lead  na 
i  hat  the  enemy  were  considerably  da 
have  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the 
he  cool,  deliberate,  and  determk 
which  characterized  both  men  and  < 
□g  the  enpgement  I  inclose  a  ta 
:  aent  of  the  amount  and  kinds  of 
xpended.  The  enemy  fired  seven 
is,  none  of  which  took  effect  Th 
>  asualties  from  any  cause  whatever 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servan 
J.  A.  8m 

O&ptRl 

tEPORT  OF  ENGAGEMENT  OF  SEVENTH  0 

Hradqcarubs  Dvachkrrt  Vm 
Battrrt  Bfes,  April  19 

Captain  Wm.  Green,  A.  A.  G.  : 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  r» 
about  half-past  two  p.  it.,  on  ' 
seventh  instant,  the  officer  of  the 
to  me  that  the  monitor  fleet  of 
ccompamed  by  the  Ironsides,  w 
ing.   I  immediately  ordered  the  k 
r  tie  guns  were  manned,  and  everj 
readiness  for  action.   On  reaching 
nine  (9)  iron-clads,  including  the  In 
bserved  slowly  making  their  « 
i  hanneL   At  this  time,  four  (4)  of 
were  in  line  of  battle  in 


i  -roper 
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nee  firing,  on  an  order  from  me,  to  be 
d,  first  by  Captain  Wm.  T.  Tatum,  com- 
b:  centre  section,  and  finally  by  Captain 
D.  Treville,  commanding  section  on  ex- 
ight,  and  that  the  fire  should  be  concen- 
an  the  leading  vessel,  until  otherwise 
L  The  advance  vessels  still  numbering 
ok  their  positions,  alternately  ranging 
p hteen  hundred  to  two  thousand  yards 
u  battery.  At  three  o'clock  p.  m.,  Fort 
e  opened  on  the  enemy,  followed  by  Fort 
Ten  minutes  later  (ten  minutes  past 
*.  m.)  this  battery  opened  fire.  At  this 
«  fire  became  general  from  all  the  outer 
id  batteries  in  the  harbor,  and  the  ad- 
iron-clad  s  of  the  enemy,  which  fired 
directing  their  fire  principally  at  Fort 
.  An  occasional  shot  was  fired  at  this 
,  none  of  them  doing  any  injury.  As  it 
dieved  that  the  object  of  the  enemy  was 
i  the  batteries  and  enter  the  harbor,  the 
.t  first  was  rapid,  but  at  all  times  delibor- 
l  well  directed.  When  it  became  evident 
ch  was  not  his  intention,  the  firing  from 
ttery  became  slower,  and  continued  so 
be  Keokuk  advanced  in  close  range  to 
unter  and  this  battery,  at  which  time  the 
wsb  given  to  fire  moro  rapidly  and  to 
trate  it  on  her.  Two  hundred  and  eighty- 
283)  solid  shot  were  fired  from  this  bat- 
captain  Adams  firing  one  hundred  and 
six,  Captain  Tatum,  eighty-four,  Captain 
mile,  seventy-three.  Of  this  number 
rere  distinctly  seen  to  strike  the  vessels 
it,  and  it  is  believed  doing  serious  dam- 
many  instances. 

alf-past  five  p.  m.,  the  enemy's  fleet  with- 
ind  all  firing  ceased.   The  officers  and 
this  command  did  their  duty, 
happy  to  state  that  no  casualties  occurred 
buttery,  and  believe  the  command  to  be 
:tive  as  it  was  prior  to  the  engagement 
e  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
Tour  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  Simkikb, 
Lie  at. -Col.,  commanding. 

OF  LIEUTENANT  W.  &  GLASSELL  OF  VISIT  TO 
THE  KEOKUK. 

a  8.  GUVBOAT  QnOfclA,  ) 

QuRLunnr  Harbob,  April  18th,  1868.  j 
lier-General  Ripley : 

sral  :  Having  made  a  visit  to  the  Keokuk  ; 
orning,  with  a  view  to  observing  the 
f  your  batteries  upon  her  iron  turrets,  I 
fad  in  procuring  the  trophies,  which  it. 
me  much  pleasure  to  forward  to  you, 
wo  United  States  flags,  two  pennants,  and 
rignal  flags.   Several  other  articles  were  < 
tained — a  rammer,  sponges,  lanterns,  &c, , 
are  on  board  the  Chicora. 
an,  General,  very  respectfully,  j 
Tour  obedient  servant,  j 
W.  S.  Glassell, 
Fint -lieutenant,  O.S.K.  I 


BRIGADIER-GENERAL  R.  S.  RIPLEY'S  REPORT  OF  THE 
OPERATIONS  OF  TBOOP8  UNDER  HIS  COMMAND  FROM 
THE  EIGHTH  TO  THE  TWENTIETH  DAY  OF  JULY,  1868, 
INCLUSIVE. 

Hbadqcabtzbs  FntCT  Military  Dcnucr.  \ 
Quxuros,  South  Cjukkjxa,  July  22, 1868.  j 

Brigadier-General  J%omas  Jordan,  Chuf  of 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  daily  occurrences  of  my 
command,  commencing  on  the  eighth  instant,  on 
which  day  the  enemy^  iron-clad  fleet  appeared 
off  the  bar,  and  his  force  of  transports  at  sea 
and  in  the  Stono  River  was  largely  increased, 
indicating  the  renewal  of  the  attack  on  the  ap- 

S roaches  of  the  city  of  Charleston.  With,  the 
mited  force  at  my  command,  such  measures  as 
could  be  taken  to  guard  the  salient  points  of 
attack,  the  south  end  of  Morris  Island  and 
James  Island,  wore  ordered,  and  directions  given 
for  the  disposition  of  troops  ordered  by  the 
commanding  General  for  reinforcements. 

On  the  ninth,  the  enemy  landed  a  strong  force 
on  Battery  Island  and  unmasked  works  on  Little 
Folly  bearing  upon  our  positions  at  the  south 
end  of  Moms.  The  works  at  that  point  were, 
from  various  causes,  incomplete,  and,  from  want 
of  transportation,  the  arrival  of  reinforcements 
was  tardy. 

Endeavors  were  made  to  strengthen  our  posi- 
tion on  Morris  Island,  but,  from  lack  of  force, 
no  great  improvement  was  accomplished. 

On  the  morning  of  the  tenth,  the  enemy 
opened  a  heavy  fire  upon  our  position  from 
Little  Folly  with  from  twenty  to  thirty  long- 
range  guns,  which  he  had  placed  in  battery  dur- 
ing the  night  Soon  after  four  monitors  took 
position  to  the  north-east  of  the  position,  enfi- 
lading it  and  taking  some  of  the  batteries  iu 
reverse.  Our  troops  defending  were  composed 
of  the  Twenty-first  South  Carolina  volunteers, 
under  Colonel  R.  T.  Graham ;  two  companies  of 
the  First  South  Carolina  artillery,  under  Captains 
J.  C.  Mitchell  and  J.  R.  Macbeth,  and  a  detach- 
ment of  the  First  South  Carolina  infantry,  under 
Captain  Charles  T.  Haskell,  in  all  about  seven 
hundred,  with  the  following  artillery  placed  in 
position,  in  detached  batteries  along  the  shore, 
to  command  the  beach  and  the  crossing  from 
Little  Folly,  viz.:  three  eight-inch  navy  shell 
guns,  two  eight-inch  sea-coast  howitzers,  one 
rifled  twenty-four-pounder,  one  thirty-pounder 
Parrott,  one  twelve-pounder  Whit  worth,  and 
three  ten-inch  sea-coast  mortars,  in  all  eleven 
pieces. 

There  were  on  Morris  Island,  besides  two 
companies  of  artillery  under  Captains  Chiches- 
ter and  Matthews,  the  garrison  of  Battery  Wag- 
ner, and  one  at  Battery  Gregg,  under  Captain 
Lesesne,  all  the  artillery  under  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel James  A.  Yates,  First  South  Carolina  artil- 
lery. After  about  throe  hours'  furious  shelling 
from  the  enemy,  to  which  our  guns  steadily 
replied,  a  large  number  of  barges,  filled  with 
troops,  came  up  Little  Folly  River,  and.,  under 
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cover  of  their  fire,  succeeded  in  effecting  a  land- 
ing at  Oyster  Point,  and  the  main  shore  of  Mor- 
ris Island.  The  enemy  advanced  immediately, 
driving  back  our  inferior  force  of  infantrvj  and 
succeeded  in  expelling  our  troops  from  the 
south  end  of  Morris  Island,  and  capturing  the 
artillery  above  named,  with  its  munitions.  This 
was  not  effected  without  a  severe  struggle,  in 
which  we  lost  two  hundred  and  ninety-four 
killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  among  whom  I 
mention,  with  especial '  regret,  the  following 
officers :  Captain  Cheves  and  Haskell,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Bee,  who  had  rendered  important  service 
previous  to,  and  behaved  with  distinguished 
gallantry  in,  the  engagement 

The  first  reinforcements,  Nelson's  Seventh 
battalion  South  Carolina  volunteers,  arrived  at 
the  close  of  the  action,  and  could  only  assist  in 
covering  the  retreat,  which  was  made  under  the 
flank  fire  ot  the  monitors  to  Battery  Wagner, 
where  our  troops  were  formed  to  resist  further 
advances,  and  the  guns  of  which  openod  on  the 
pursuing  enemy.  Port  Sumter  and  Battery 
Gregg  also  opened  fire,  and  put  a  stop  to  their 
proceedings  ior  the  day. 

In  the  evening  Battery  Wagner  was  rein- 
forced by  Colonel  Olmstead's  command  of  Geor- 
gia troops,  and  the  garrison  kept  on  the  alert 
for  defending  it  against  an  attack.  This  occur- 
red at  dawn  on  the  eleventh,  when  the  enemy 
advanced  upon  the  work  in  two  columns  and 
made  a  desperate  assault,  which  was  gallantly 
and  decidedly  repulsed,  with  a  loss  to  the  ene- 
my which  may  safely  be  estimated  at  over  eight 
hundred  men.  Our  burying  parties  interred 
over  one  hundred  inside  of  our  lines,  and  one 
hundred  and  thirty  were  taken  prisoners. 

Our  loss  was  one  officer  and  five  privates 
killed,  and  one  officer  and  five  privates  wounded. 
The  enemy  on  land  remained  comparatively 
quiet  during  the  day,  being  engaged  burying 
his  dead  and  strengthening  his  position.  Three 
monitors  and  three  wooden  gunboats  engaged 
and  bombarded  the  fort. 

On  the  twelfth,  Brigadier-General  Hagood 
took  command  of  the  positions  on  James  Island. 
Brigadie'r-General  Taliaferro  was  assigned  to  the 
command  of  the  works  on  Morris  Island.  The 
armament  of  the  fort  was  increased  by  four 
twelve-pounder  howitzers,  under  Colonel  Du 
Pass  and  Lieutenant  Waties,  and  two  thirty- 
two-pounder  carronades,  on  siege  carriages. 
The  enemy's  shot  took  effect  on  the  steam-scow 
Manigault,  lying  at  a  partially  constructed  bat- 
tery at  Vincenrs  Creek,  disabling  the  scow  and 
scattering  the  workmen.  Battery  Wagner  was 
shelled  by  the  enemy's  fleet  continuously  during 
the  day:  One  monitor  took  a  position  to  the 
northward,  apparently  to  enfilade  the  rear  of  the 
work.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Yates  ordered  Bat- 
tery Gregg  to  open  rapidly,  which  it  did,  driv- 
ing the  monitor  off,  apparently  severely  injured, 
as  she  transferred  her  crew  at  once  to  one  of 
the  gunboats. 

On  the  thirteenth,  under  foe         so$«t  f  

vision  of  Brigadier-General  TaWaierto,  soii^-XY^tes.XsA  ^3  ^  \*aw^5sfca«&m 
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ued  preparations  were  made  again*  a  rm4 
attack.   The  Twenty-first  South  Caroau*a> 
teers  and  two  companies  of  die  MM 
Carolina  artillery  were  relieved  by  the  fifyfc 
North  Carolina  and  a  detachment  of  (fesjh 
artillery  under  Captain  Buckner.  Ik  y 
operations  of  the  enemy  consisted  m  sasjj 
batteries  and  protections,  in  which  fit/am 
interrupted  by  the  fire  from  Fort  Saver  si 
Battery  Gregg.  The  gunboats  and  sams 
kept  up  a  continued  shelling  faooiagalm 
day,  with  but  slight  intenmaiiom  m  few 
had  suffered  from  the  sea  fronts  of  Wsmrsi 
Gregg.  In  the  evening  the  eumymmM 
in  setting  fire  to  the  wreck  of  the  mw 
Manigault,  in  Vincent  Creek. 

On  the  fourteenth,  two  resumes*,  mailt 
gadier-General  A.  H.  Colquitt,  mini  nM 
were  sent  to  James  Island  to  rWorce  Wpas 
General  Hagood 's  command.  Brigariiif  GsmJ 
Glingman's  command,  consisting  of  the  Hi, 
Thirty-first,  Fifty-first  and  8ixty4nt  fist 
Carolina  regiments,  had  arrived  fa  pmfci 
day,  and,  with  the  exception  of  fa  Was*, 
were  stationed  on  James  Island. 

The  enemy's  wooden  gunboats  iheW » 
tery  Wagner  during  the  day  at  baj  Jjg 
During  the  night,  Brigadier-General  Taasm 
threw  out  a  party,  one  hundred  exd  fifty 
under  Major  Ryan,  of  the  Seventh 
lina  battalion,  which  drove  in  fa 
pickets  from  his  rifle-pite,  extending  aw»» 
island  about  three-quarters  of  a  m&  fa** 
tery  Wagner,  back  upon  his  main  Hfl**] 
inflicting  a  considerable  loss,  with  mt  aai 
upon  our  part 

On  the  fifteenth  the  enemy  landed  troop* 
force  on  Morris  Island,  and  there  wen  «ia> 
tious  of  a  renewal  of  the  assault  on  fa  fad 
The  frigate  Ironsides  had  crossed  tat  tat* 
the  night  of  tho  fourteenth.   During  fa  toy 
the  enemy  was  strengthening  his  posit>oo,<* 
troops  being  engaged  in  repairing  oamageiad 
replying  to  the  enemy's  monitors,  gunboats  aaA 
sharpshooters.   The  Charleston  battalion,  rate 
LieutenantrColonel  P.  G.  Gaillard,  relieved  fa 
Seventh  battalion  and  three  companies  of  fa 
Twentieth  regiment  Sooth  Carolina  voluntetn: 
LieutenantrColonel  J.  G.  Simkins,  First  Soan 
Carolina  infantry,  relieved  Lieutenant-CoknW 
J.  A.  Yates,  in  command  of  the  artillery  ob 
Morris  Island ;  Captain  Adams'  company,  af 
First  South  Carolina  infantry,  relieving  Gapcaa 
Chichester's  company  of  artillery. 

Brigadier-General  Hagood  made  a  looonanai 
sance  of  the  enemy,  in  his  front,  on  James  Uaai 
On  the  morning  of  the  sixteenth,  in  accordance 
with  instructions,  Brigadier-General  Hagood  ad- 
vanced against  the  enemy,  from  his  headquarten 
near  Secessionville,  James  Island,  driving  in  fa 
enemy's  pickets  on  his  left,  and  making  an  ad- 
vance against  that  portion  of  their  force.  Tw 
columns  made  the  attack,  one  led  by  Brigadier- 
General  A.  H.  Colquitt,  and  the  other  by  Brig* 
&feT^T&t&^ta«£KA  \xi  ysrtracw  Tfea  enemv  wai 
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tie  Folly  Rivers.  Brigadier  -  General 
succeeded  in  driving  the  enemy,  about 
usand  in  number,  from  James  Island, 
icting  upon  him  a  serious  loss  in  killed 
inded,  capturing  fourteen  negroes  be- 
to  the  Fifty-fourth  Massachusetts  regi- 
Sot  the  least  important  of  these  opera- 
m  the  engagement  with  the  sloop  01  war 
by  two  sections  of  Napoleon  guns, 
command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Del. 
,  in  which  the  steamer  was  injured  and 
x>  retire.  General  Hagood's  loss  was 
lied,  twelve  wounded,  and  three  missing. 
Bmy  withdrew   entirely  from  James 

0  Battery  Island,  when  General  Hagood 
d  his  pickets,  and  the  ground  has  Been 
the  present  date,  twenty-second  July, 
ttery  Wagner  and  on  Morris  Island,  our 
OQtinued  their  work  of  repair,  subject 
inued  shelling  from  gunboats  and  moni- 
ng  range. 

1  seventeenth,  the  enemy's  vessels  all 
red  from  the  Stono,  and  his  troops 
icentrated  on  Little  Folly  and  Morris 

Firing  from  the  enemy's  fleet  and  land 
was  kept  up  during  the  day  on  Bat- 
.gner,  which  interfered  seriously  with 
portation  to  Cnmmins'  Point  This  has 
r  since,  to  be  carried  on  at  night 
e  night  of  the  seventeenth,  the  Thirty- 
rth  Carolina  regiment  relieved  Colonel 
Vb  command  of  Georgia  troops,  and  Cap- 
ven's  company  of  the  Twentieth  South 
,  volunteers. 

votk  of  repair  and  preparation  was  pro- 
with  during  the  night,  and  at  daylight 

eighteenth,  the  enemy's  land  and  Bea 
b  opened  a  feu  d'enfer  upon  the  devoted 
The  practice  was  rapid  in  the  extreme, 
b  Ironsides,  from  the  monitors,  and  from 
vooden  gunboats  which,  without  expos- 
nselves,  could  get  the  range.  According 
adier-General  Taliaferro's  estimate,  over 
msand  shot  and  shell  were  thrown ;  but, 

the  special  interposition  of  Providence, 
*  was  slight   Indications  of  an  assault 

were  apparent,  and  the  guns  of  Sumter 
ttery  Gregg  wore  in  preparation  to  open 
r  Battery  Wagner  on  the  columns  of  the 

Brigadier-General  Hagood  was  relieved 
te  command  of  James  Island,  to  be  in 
98  to  support  or  relieve  Brigadier-General 
ro,  and  Colonel  Harrison's  Thirty-second 
it  of  Georgians  proceeded  to  the  rein- 
nt  and  relief  of  the  garrison.  While  in 
,  the  assault  commenced,  which  was 
met  aud  repulsed  with  terrific  slaughter 
)art  of  the  enemy  by  the  heroic  garrison 
commander,  Brigadier-General  Taliaferro, 
rected  all  the  operations  until  ,the  final 

s  report  the  details  of  the  assault  and  its 
are  set  forth,  and  I  cannot  do  more  or 
than  to  second  his  commendations  of 
vrave  officers  and  men  who  stood  the 
of  shot  and  shell  and  sent  back  the 


column  of  the  enemy  from  their  work,  with  a 
loss  which  may  safely  be  computed  at  about 
three  thousand  in  killed,  wounded  and  prisoners. 
Brigadier-General  Hagood,  with  Colonel  Harri- 
sons raiment,  assisted  in  the  final  repulse  of  a 
party  who  had  made  a  lodgment  in  the  south- 
eastern salient  of  the  battery. 

The  carnage  of  the  enemy  in  the  confined 
space  in  front  of  Battery  Wagner,  was  extreme. 
The  ditch  and  glacis  were  encumbered  with  the 
slain  of  all  ranks  and  colors,  for  the  enemy  had 
put  the  poor  negroes,  whom  they  had  forced 
into  an  unnatural  service,  in  front,  to  be,  as  they 
were,  slaughtered  indiscriminately.  The  white 
Colonel  who  commanded  them  fell  with  many 
officers  of  the  regiment,  the  Fifty-fourth  Massa- 
chusetts, and  the  colors  under  which  they  were 
sent  to  butchery  by  hypocrisy  and  inhumanity, 
fell  draggled  in  blood  and  sand  in  the  ditch,  a 
mournful  memorial  of  the  waste  of  industry. 

This  result  was  not  accomplished  without  a 
loss  on  our  part  of  brave  officers  and  men, 
though  of  those  who  in  the  struggle  battled  for 
the  right,  the  proportion  who  fell  was  far  less 
than  that  of  their  enemy. 

In  this  engagement,  our  loss  in  killed,  wound- 
ed, and  missing,  was  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
four.  Among  the  officers,  whose  loss  we  have 
to  lament,  and  whose  position  and  services  en- 
title them  to  special  mention,  were  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  J.  C.  Simkins,  of  the  First  South  Carolina 
infantry,  Captain  William  H.  Ryan,  Charleston 
battalion,  Captain  W.  T.  Tatum,  First  South 
Carolina  infantry,  who  were  killed  ;  anc>  Major 
David  Ramsay  of  the  Charleston  battalion,  who 
was  severely  wounded.  Other  gallant  officers 
and  soldiers  fell,  whose  names  are  mentioned  in 
the  reports  of  their  several  commanders,  and 
whose  memories  should  be  cherished  by  a  grate- 
ful country.  While  the  assault  on  Battery  Wag- 
ner was  progressing,  Battery  Gregg,  under  Cap- 
tain Lesesne,  and  the  batteries  of  Fort  Sumter, 
under  Colonel  Alfred  Rhett,  kept  up  a  continu- 
ous fire  upon  the  ground  over  whicn  the  enemy 
advanced,  until  Brigadier-General  Taliaferro  ad- 
vanced his  pickets  to  the  front,  when  they 
ceased,  and  the  narrow  field  of  battle  wfts  quiet 
for  the  night 

Brigadier-General  Taliaferro,  who  had  been 
in  command  and  on  trench  duty  for  five  days, 
was  relieved  in  the  morning,  by  Brigadier-Gene- 
ral Hagood. 

This  report,  ending  with  the  second  repulse 
of  the  enemy  from  Battery  Wagner,  will  be  con- 
tinued from  that  time.  The  operations  of  the 
enemy  from  that  date,  within  the  limits  of  my 
command,  have  changed  their  character.  In 
closing  it,  I  have  the  honor  to  express  my  high 
appreciation  of  the  distinguished  services  of 
Brigadier-General  Taliaferro,  who  commanded 
the  troops  in  Battery  Wagner  with  great  ability* 
and  gallantry,  and  repulsed  the  memorable  as- 
sault of  the  eighteenth,  and  of  the  excellent  con- 
duct of  Brigadier-Generals  Hagood  and  Colquitt, 
as  evidenced  itv  tha  attack  tk*  clocks'* 
•tion,  on  the  sA^teefcftu  'ta&vta*  ^S&Rafe^^raw^ 
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Graham,  Twenty-first  South  Caroliua  volunteers; 
Colonels  01ms tead  and  Harrison,  of  the  Georgia 
volunteers;  Lieutenant-Colonel  P.  C.  Oailjard, 
Charleston  battalion ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Yates, 
Captains  J.  C.  Mitchell,  Lesesne,  First  South 
Carolina  artillery ;  Captains  Chichester,  Mathews, 
Buckner,  Dixon,  Da  Pass,  and  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Harris  and  Captains  Ramsay  and  Barnwell, 
engineers,  deserve  especial  consideration  for 
their  gallant  and  valuable  services. 

The  Signal  corps,  under  Lieutenant  Markoe, 
have  been  actively  employed,  and  that  officer 
has  reported  Sergeant  J.  E.  Edgerton,  privates 
W.  S.  Lance,  E.  W.  Martin,  W.  D.  Du  Barry,  A. 
Grimball,  and  F.  K.  Huge?,  for  zeal  and  gallantry 
in  performing  their  duties  under  the  heavy  and 
continuous  fire  of  the  enemy. 

During  this  period  of  anxiety  and  activity, 
the  officers  serving  upon  the  district  staff  have 
performed  their  duty  in  such  manner  as  to  en- 
able me  to  rely  with  confidence  upon  their  fur- 
ther exertions  during  the  continuance  of  the 
contest  I  feel  it  proper  to  refer,  with  special 
commendation,  to  Captain  William  F.  Nance, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General,  whom  I  have  more 
than  once  recommended  for  promotion,  and 
whose  services  become  steadfly  more  valuable 
as  they  become  more  arduous.  I  have  also  to 
express  my  satisfaction  with  the  manner  in  which 
their  respective  and  laborious  duties  have  been 
discharged  by  Majors  Motte  A.  Pringlo  and  C.  H. 
Juber,  Quartermasters,  and  Captain  C.  C.  Pinck- 
ney,  Ordnance  Officer,  Captain  B.  H.  Read,  A.  A. 
G.  an4  Lieutenant  Schnierlc,  A.  A.  D.  C,  were 
present  and  actively  engaged  in  the  operations 
of  the  sixteenth.  lieutenants  Rogers  and  Wag- 
ner, A.  D.  C.  have  been  continuously  employed. 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  services  of  Major 
J.  Motte  Middleton,  and  Captain  Thomas  D.  Ea- 
sou,  upon  my  personal  staff 

The  limits  of  this  report  are  such,  that  it  may 
be  that  many  things  are  omitted  which  should 
be  mentioned  to  the  credit  of  many  meritorious 
officers,  and  these  I  will  endeavor  to  mention  in 
a  supplement 

Accompanying,  are  the  reports  of  Colonel  R. 
T.  Graham,  of  the  action  of  the  tenth  instant, 
and  of  the  assault  on  the  rooming  of  the  eleventh ; 
of  Brigadier-General  Taliaferro,  of  the.operations 
of  the  troops  on  Morris  Island,  from  the  thir- 
teenth to  the  nineteenth  instant,  inclusive; 
of  Brigadier-General  Hagood,  of  the  engage- 
ment with  the  enemy's  pickets  on  James  Island, 
and  with  the  Pawnee,  in  the  Stono ;  of  Lieuten- 
ant Markoe,  Signal  Officer,  and  of  all  subordinate 
commanders. 

I  also  enclose  tabular  lists  of  the  killed,  wound- 
ed and  missing,  and  list  of  prisoners  captured 
during  the  period  of  this  report 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  S.  Ripley, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding. 


Hkadqcarbbs  South GutoLEti,  Gttmaim 
Cbaxlottow,  Socib  Cabouxa, 

Respectfully  forwarded  for  the  info 
the  War  Department  I  see  but  littlt 
this  clear  and  full  report  of  recent  op 
this  quarter,  submitted  by  the  an 
General  of  this  district,  whose  dkp 
troops  and  general  conduct  of  the  rt 
duties  intrusted  to  him,  I  be*  to  cot 
the  special  notice  of  his  Excefleogr  t 
dent 

In  connection,  however,  with  this  re 
events,  between  the  ninth  and  nineteen! 
I  beg  to  call  attention  to  my  letters  toll 
tary  of  War,  of  the  tenth  May  and  t 
July,  and  one  to  General  Cooper.  Adjn 
Inspector-General,  dated  June  fifteenth 
tail  ling  information  essential  for  a  prop* 
edge  of  the  situation. 

I  beg  leave  also  to  express  my  high  i 
tion  of  the  gallant  conduct  of  the  offi 
men  engaged,  especially  those  menti 
Brigadier-Generals  Ripley  and  Taliafen 
subordinate  commanders. 

The  conduct  of  Brigadier-General 1 
during  the  operations  of  the  eighteen' 
and  the  assault  on  Battery  Wagner  1 
cannot  bo  too  highly  commended.  1 
Colonel  D.  B.  Harris,  Chief  Engineer, 
that  occasion,  behaved  in  the  ema 
characteristic  and  conspicuous  cooli 
and  professional  skill.  He  aided  i 
repulse  the  enemy.  Accompanying 
lowing  papers,  viz. : 

Report  of  Brigadier-General  Ts 
subordinate  commanders,  marked 
of  Colonel  R.  T.  Graham  and  sub< 
manders,  marked  "  B ;"  report  of  1 
Markoe,  commanding  Signal  corps, 
list  of  officers  and  men  captured  \ 
on  Morris  Island,  marked  "  D  ;**  pa 
to  exchange  of  wounded  prisoners, 
and  list  of  negro  prisoners,  market 
G.  T.  Beau* 

Genera 

REPORT  OP  BRIGADIER-GEN  ERAL  WILL 
FERRO  OF  THE  BOMBARDMENT  AND  AS 
WAGNER.  JULY  EIGHTEENTH,  1863. 

CHAKuernn;  Som( 

Captain  Nance,  A,  A.  G. : 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  r< 
information  of  the  Brigadier-Genei 
ing  the  District  of  South  Carolin 
tions  of  the  troops  of  my  commai 
Island,  during  the  week  commenc 
the  thirteenth  instant,  and  partici 
currences  of  Saturday,  the  eighte 
which  terminated  in  a  most  decisi 
whelming  repulse  of  the  euemy : 

On  Monday,  the  thirteenth  inff 
such  an  inspection  of  parts  of  the 
limited  means  at  my  disposal 


means  at  my  disposal  off 
Tuesday  morning  relieved  Colonel 
Upon  which  appears  the  follow  Vug  Va&oT%fc-\ ^  wYwraaxA.         txoQys^  includi 
men  t :  \  ws^r    ^  <H\a^  .-sheA. 
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d  that  the  abolitionists  occupied  the 
ti  force,  from  the  southern  part  to 
Hill,  upon  which  they  were  already 
batteries,  and  had  constructed  a  signal 
that  they  had  thrown  forward  their 
era  to  a  point  indicated  by  a  single 
tree,  one  mile  and  a  quarter  to  their 
I  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  from 
gner,  at  which  last  post,  the  undulating 
cessive  ranges  of  sand  hills  shielded 
d  their  operations  from  our  view, 
course  of  the  morning,  their  riflemen 
some  annoyance,  and  during  the  day, 
ien  vessels  of  their  fleet,  aided  by  one 
iron-clad,  attacked  our  works,  tliro wing 
ree  hundred  heavy  shell  and  shot  I 
ed  to  mako  a  slight  reconnoissance  at 
feel  the  enemy  and  to  add  to  the  cou- 
rt the  garrison),  and  ordered  a  party 
g  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  from 
iommands,  under  Major  Ryan,  of  Nel- 
th  Carolina  battalion,  to  push  forward, 
the  enemy's  pickets,  and  feel  its  way 
ncountered  a  heavy  supporting  force. 
,y  was  gallantly  and  well  performed. 
ran  pushed  the  pickets  and  first  reserve 
n  a  reserve  brigade,  in  such  disorder 
latter  fired  upon  their  retreating  com- 
nflicting  a  heavy  loss,  in  addition  to 
ishment  already  inflicted  by  Major 

blished  rifle-pits  some  two  hundred 
tside  the  works  (the  nearest  practicable 
id  made  such  dispositions  for  holding 
against  assaults  (by  assigning  each 
1  its  particular  position,  &c.)  as  were 
r. 

ednesday,  Thursday,  and  Friday,  the 
rnent  was  kept  up  from  the  fleet  from 
five  each  day ;  the  average  number  of 
:s  thrown  at  the  works  being  throe  hun- 
y;  the  casualties  being  few,  and  the 

0  the  fort  inappreciable,  our  work  hav- 
directed  up  to  this  time,  not  to  repairs, 
niprovements  at  Forts  Wagner  and 
During  these  three  days,  the  enemy, 
vcr  of  the  sand-hills,  erected  batteries 
the  nearest  being  about  three-quarters 
off,  and  others  extending  from  Gregg's 
10  left,  and  distant  about  one  mile  and 
trters  from  Fort  Wagner.  These  bat- 
re  gradually  unmasked,  and  were,  with 
>tion  of  the  first,  entirely  without  range 
ins. 

nrday  morning,  the  eighteenth  instant, 
u.,  the  enemy  naving  disclosed  his  land 
.  brought  up  to  their  support  his  entire 
risting  of  the  Ironsides,  flag  ship ;  five 
.  and  a  large  number  of  wooden  steam 
u  With  tnis  immense  circle  of  fire  by 
sea,  ho  poured,  for  eleven  hours,  witti- 
tion  or  intermission,  a  storm  of  shot  and 
n  Fort  Wagner,  which  is,  perhaps,  un- 
in  history. 

imation  is  that  not  less  than  n;ne  thou- 

1  shot  and  shell  of  ali  sizes,  from  iif  teen- 


inch  downwards,  were  hurled  during  this 
period,  at  the  work ;  the  estimate  of  others  is 
very  much  greater.  The  garrison  of  the  fort  on 
this  day  consisted  of  the  Charleston  battalion, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Gaillard  (whose  position  ex- 
tended from  the  sally-port,  in  Light-House  Inlet 
Creek  on  the  right,  to  the  left  until  it  rested  on 
Colonel  McKeatchin's  regiment,  Fifty-first  North 
Carolina),  which  extended  to  the  gun-chamber, 
opposite  the  bomb-proof  door,  at  which  point, 
and  extending  along  the  face  of  the  work  to  the 
left,  to  the  sally-port  next  to  Fort  Gregg,  the 
Thirty-first  North  Carolina,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Knight,  occupied  the  work.  These  positions  for 
the  infantry  were  verified  by  frequent  inspec- 
tions, and  the  several  commands  were  required 
to  sleep  in  position,  and  each  man  was  instructed 
as  to  the  exact  point  which  he  should  occupy, 
and  which  in  any  moment  of  confusion  he  would 
be  required  to  gain  and  hold.  In  addition  to 
this,  a  small  portion  of  the  Thirty-first  North 
Carolina  were  held  as  a  reserve  in  the  parade, 
and  a  part  occupied  the  parapet  just  to  the  right 
of  the  sally-port  On  the  outside  of  the  fort  two 
companies  of  the  Charleston  battalion  held  the 
sand-hills  along  the  beach,  and  their  face  extend- 
ing from  the  sally-port  to  the  sea  beach. 

The  artillerists  occupied  the  several  gun-cham- 
bers, and  two  light  field  pieces  were  placed  in 
battery,  outside  of  the  fort  on  the  traverse,  near 
the  sally-port  The  artillery  command  consisted 
of  Captains  Tatum  and  Adams'  First  South  Caro- 
lina infantry,  Buckner  and  Dixon's  Sixty-third 
Goorgia  heavy  artillery,  and  Captain  Du  Pass, 
commanding  light  artillery,  all  under  the  general 
command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Simkins,  Chief 
of  Artillery.  The  infantry,  except  the  Charleston 
battalion,  and  the  artillery,  except  the  gun 
detachments,  wore  placed,  shortly  after  the 
shelling  commenced,  under  cover  of  the  bomb- 
proofs.  The  first-named  battalion,  with  a  heroic 
intrepidity  never  surpassed,  animated  by  the 
splendid  example  of  their  field  officers,  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Gaillard  and  Major  Ramsay,  had  no 
protection,  except  such  as  the  parapet  afforded 
them,  yet  maintained  their  position  without 
flinching,  during  the  entire  day.  The  ten-inch 
gun  was  fired  at  intervals  of  ten  to  fifteen  min- 
utes, against  the  iron-clads,  and  the  heavy  guns 
on  the  land  face,  whenever  the  working  parties 
or  cannoniers  of  the  enemy  on  the  land  snowed 
themselves  within  range.  The  mortar  in  charge 
of  Captain  Tatum  was  fired  every  half  hour. 

The  casualties  during  the  day,  from  the  bom- 
bardment, did  not  exceed  eight  killed  and 
twenty  wounded. 

About  ten  o'clock,  the  flag  halyards  were  cut, 
and  the  Confederate  flag  blew  over  into  the  fort 
Instantly  Major  Ramsay,  of  the  Charleston  bat- 
talion, Lieutenant  Rudiok,  Sixty-third  Georgia 
(artillery),  Sergeant  Shelton,  and  j*rivate  Flynu, 
Charleston  battalion,  sprang  forward  and  re- 
placed it  on  the  ramparts,  while,  at  the  same 
time,  Captain  Barnwell,  of  the  engineers,  dashed 
out,  seized  a,  battta4tag,  wad  eroited.  ft  ^  tfea, 
side  of  the  gamaou  *\&*r.- 


they  were  met  by  a  anower  or  grape  and  canis- 
ter  from  our  guna,  and  a  terrible  fire  of  musketry 
from  the  Charleston  battalion  and  Fifty-first 
North  Carolina.  These  two  commands  gallantly 
maintained  their  position,  and  drove  the  enemy 
back  quickly  from  their  front  with  immense 
slaughter. 

In  the  meantime,  on  the  left  of  the  work,  the 
Thirty-first  North  Carolina  could  not  be  induced 
to  occupy  their  position,  and  ingloriously  de- 
serted the  ramparts,  when,  no  resistance  being 
offered  at  this  point,  the  advance  of  the  enemy, 
pushing  forward,  entered  the  ditch,  and  ascended 
the  work,  at  the  extreme  left  salient  of  the  land 
face,  and  occupied  it 

I  at  once  directed  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gaillard 
to  keep  up  a  severe  enfilading  fire  to  his  left, 
and  directed  the  field  pieces  on  the  left  of  the 
fort,  outside  of  the  sally-port,  to  direct  their  fire 
to  the  right  so  as  to  sweep  the  ditch  and  exte- 
rior slope  of  that  part  of  the  work  thus  occupied, 
and  thus  at  the  same  time  prevented  the  enemy 
from  being  supported  at  that  point,  and  cut  off 
all  hope  oi  his  escape. 

The  main  body  of  the  enemy,  after  a  brief 
attempt  to  pass  over  the  field  of  fire,  retreated 
under  the  fire  of  our  artillery  and  the  shells  of 
Fort  Sumter,  and  must  have  suffered  heavily  as 
long  as  they  were  within  the  range  of  our  guns. 

Colonel  Harris,  of  the  engineers,  to  whose 
skill  I  am  much  indebted,  and  whose  coolness 
and  gallantry  were  most  conspicuous  during  the 
previous  day,  placed  a  howitzer  on  the  right  of 
the  fort  outside  the  beach,  and  co-operated  with 
the  guns  on  the  left 

Thinking  it  advisable  to  dislodge  the  enemy 
at  once,  before  they  had  timet  to  communicate 
their  temporary  success,  I  called  for  volunteers 

hn  Hi  flirt  Her  A  thpm        Thia  nail  a'aa  nromnflv  mat 


setts  negro  regiment  (unaer  von 
was  killed),  under  the  command 
General  Strong.  The  supports  wa 
by  Brigadier-Genera]  * 

I  will  hereafter  make  a  snnnim 
and  give  such  details  as  may  be  n 

As  to  the  damage  done  to  the  1 
I  have  the  honor  to  refer  you  to 
the  Engineer  Officer  and  Chief 
which  will  be  forwarded. 

I  will  remark  this,  whilst  the 
the  work  is  considerable,  it  is  m 
could  have  been  expected,  and  1 
the  guns,  it  is  hoped,  may  be  rept 
time. 

In  conclusion,  whilst  I  feel  it  n 
tion  the  disgraceful  conduct  of 
North  Carolina  infantry,  I  am 
testimony  to  the  efficiency  and  { 
other  troops. 

Colonel  McKeatchin'8  regim 
North  Carolina  infantry,  redeen 
tion  of  the  Thirty-first  regime 
lantly  sought  their  positions 
shelling,  and  maintained  it  dui 
ColonelMcKeatchin,  Lieutenant- 
and  Major  McDonald,  are  the  fiel 
regiment,  and  deserve  special  in 

The  Charleston  battalion  disti 
selves,  not  only  by  their  gallant 
discipline,  and  cool  performanc 
and  obedience  to  orders  under 
and  confusion  always  incident  t< 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Gaillard, 
Major  Ramsay,  who,  I  regret  to 
ly  wounded,  deserve  the  highe 
commendation  for  their  conduct 
bardment  and  assault 
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insurpassecL  I  regret  to  say  he 
wounded, 
so  especially  mention  lieutenant 
landing  the  field  pieces  on  the  left 
who  was  conspicuous  for  his  gal- 
ras  severely  wounded ;  and  the 
,  and  gallantry  of  Captain  Du  Pass, 
command  of  his*  pieces  after  his 
pieces  rendered  most  important 

Dtless  omitted  the  names  of  many 
gallantry  should  be  recorded,  and 
bsequent  report,  endeavor  to  do 

anclusion,  mention  the  good  con- 
nt  Williams,  of  Lieutenant  Poore's 
Corporal  Conneway,  of  the  Twenty- 
pa  battalion,  who  greatly  distin- 
lelves. 

rs  of  my  personal  staff  I  am  under 

record  the  death  of  the  gallant 
ig,  A.  A.  D.  C,  and  the  wounding 
nggs,  Inspector-General,  and  Cap- 

D.  CM  who  were  stricken  down, 
^ing  their  duty. 

Taliaferro,  A.  A.  G.,  Lieutenants 
uuningham,  Ordnance  Officers,  and 
C,  and  to  Surgeon  Habersham, 
ibe,  and  Captain  Boote,  I  tender 
their  aid,  &c,  during  the  course 
I  would  especially  mention  Cap- 
of  the  engineers. 

part  of  the  week,  the  commands 
Istead,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Capers, 
,  and  Major  Bosinger,  of  Lieuten- 
lson  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dant- 
rtillery  under  the  admirable  man- 
eutenant-Golonel  Yates,  with  such 
ptains  Mathews  and  Chichester, 
credit  for  their  bravery  and  zeal 
Jie  honor  to  be, 
ry  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
William  B.  Taliaferro, 

Brigadtor-GtftenL 

IAL  R.  R  RIPLEY'S  REPORT  OF  THE 
HARLESTON,  FROM  THE  FIRST  TO  THE 
AUGUST,  1868,  LNCLUS1VE. 

QUARTERS  FIRST  MILITARY  DISTRICT,  > 

Cbarlbbton,  August  21,  1888.  > 

era!  Thomas  Jordan,  Chief  of 

have  the  honor  to  report  the  va- 
ns for  the  defence  of  Charleston 
jsent  attack,  from  the  first  of  Au- 
day  Colonel  L.  M.  Keitt,  of  the 
ith  Carolina  volunteers,  relieved 
iral  Clingman,  in  command  of  Bat- 

f  repair  and  strengthening  Bat- 
ad  been  progressed  with  until  the 
come  quite  as  strong  as  it  origi- 
commanding  General  having  ae~ 
eep  up  an  increased  armament, 


spare  carriages  and  chassis  and  one  ten-inch 
gun  were  transported,  on  the  night  of  the  thir- 
tieth of  July,  to  Battery  Wagner,  and  arrange- 
ments made  for  getting  them  in  position.  This 
delicate  and  important  work  was  accomplished 
under  the  direction  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Yates, 
by  Captain  Frank  Harleston,  First  South  Caro- 
lina artillery,  and  Mr.  A.  D.  Lacoste,  with  Cap- 
tain Harleston's  company,  First  South  Carolina 
artillery,  assisted  by  heavy  details  from  the  gar- 
rison of  Battery  Wagner.  The  enemy  during 
the  day  was  principally  employed  on  his  works 
of  attack,  but  kept  up  an  occasional  fire  upon 
the  battery,  doing  no  damage. 

In  the  evening  he  opened  on  the  light  draft 
steamer  Chesterfield,  at  Cumimns'  Point,  driving 
her  off,  and,  for  the  first  time,  attempting  to  in- 
terrupt our  communication  with  Morris  Island. 

The  Fifty-fourth  Georgia  regiment  was  re- 
lieved from  Morris  Island  by  the  Charleston  bat- 
talion. The  guns  of  Battery  Wagner  were  gen- 
erally silent  during  the  day.  Fort  Sumter  and 
Battery  Gregg  opened  upon  the  enemy  whenever 
they  were  observed  at  work  within  range.  Bat- 
tery Simpkin8,  at  Shell  Point,  kept  up  a  steady 
fire. 

Our  works  in  process  of  erection  on  James' 
Island,  progressed  steadily,  and  the  troops  in 
that  locality  were  held  in  readiness  for  such 
movements  as  might  become  necessary,  under 
Brigadier-General  Taliaferro. 

During  the  morning  of  the  second,  Battery 
Simkins  kept  up  its  fire  on  the  enemy's  works, 
which  did  not  reply  until  about  two  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon,  when  they  opened  sharply  from 
the  land  works  and  one  gunboat,  keeping  up  a 
fire  during  most  of  the  afternoon,  which  was  re- 
plied to  by  Batteries  Wagner,  Gregg,  Simkins, 
and  Fort  Sumter.  At  night  the  enemy  again 
opened,  with  mortars  and  rarrott  guns,  towards 
Cummins'  Point,  to  cut  off  the  communication. 
No  material  damage  occurred,  and  in  other  por- 
tions of  this  command  all  was  quiet 

The  fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries  was  kept 
up  on  Battery  Wagner  quite  steadily  during  the 
morning  of  the  third,  having  the  effect  of  kill- 
ing one  man  and  wounding  two  officers  and 
twelve  privates,  most  of  them  slightly.  Bat- 
tery Wagner  replied  but  little  to  me  enemy's 
fire,  the  garrison  being  at  work.  The  carriages 
for  the  two  ten-inch  guns  proved  to  be  so  badly 
fitted  as  to  cause  delay  in  getting  them  ready 
for  service.  Fort  Sumter  and  the  exterior  bat- 
teries kept  up  a  fire  on  the  enemy's  advanced 
works.  At  night  the  Twentieth  South  Carolina 
volunteers  ana  detachments  of  the  Fifty-first 
North  Carolina  regiment,  were  relieved  by  the 
Twenty-first  South  Carolina  volunteers.  As  the 
communication  by  means  of  steamers  was  quite 
dangerous,  the  exchange  was  effected  by  means 
of  small  boats,  manned  by  crews  from  the  navy. 

These  performed  their  duty  well,  and  my 
thanks  are  due  to  Flag  Officer  J.  R.  Tucker,  C. 
S.  N.,  and  the  officers  and  men  of  his  command, 
for  the  valuable  assistance  rendered. 

The  fourth  ipa&8&&  nstj  qgta&g  <s&>>Ls&n& 


sharpshooters  f  rom  the  Twentieth  Boutnuaro- 
lina  volunteers  and  the  Charleston  battalion, 
who,  armed  with  Whitworth  rifles,  caused  him 
serious  annoyance. 

During  the  night  the  Eighth  North  Carolina 
relieved  the  Nineteenth  Georgia,  and  a  detach- 
ment of  the  Twentieth  South  Carolina  volun- 
teers, Captains  Chichester's  and  Mathews*  com- 

Sanies  01  artillery,  relieved  Captains  Miles'  and 
[imter's.  The  different  detachments  of  artil- 
lery from  light  batteries  and  siege  trains  were 
also  changed.  This  work  was  accomplished,  as 
before,  under  the  direction  of  Major  Motte  A. 
Pringle,  Quartermaster,  with  the  assistance  of 
the  navy. 

The  enemy  having  established  an  annoying 
picket  guard  at  an  unfinished  battery  at  the 
mouth  of  Vincent's  Creek,  he  was  attacked,  at 
about  nine  o'clock,  by  a  party  from  the  navy 
and  from  the  Twenty-fifth  South  Carolina  volun- 
teers, under  Lieutenant  Commanding  Warley  of 
the  Confederate  States  steamer  Chicora,  Captain 
Sellers  commanding  the  land  forces.  The  party 
proceeded  in  four  boats,  guided  by  Mr.  J.  Fra- 
sor  Mathews,  to  the  northern  entrance  of  Light- 
house Creek,  where  Captain  Sellers  landed  and 
proceeded  against  the  enemy's  picket.  Lieu- 
tenant Warley,  with  two  boats,  went  round  to 
the  mouth  of  Vincent's  Creek  to  cut  of  the  ene- 
my's barges.  A  brisk  skirmish  ensued,  which 
resulted  in  the  capture  of  one  boat,  with  one 
Captain  and  ten  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates  of  the  enemy,  of  wliich  the  Captain 
and  four  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates 
were  wounded,  one  mortally.  The  remainder 
of  the  enemy's  party  were  driven  off  in  another 
boat  under "  a  heavy  fire,  which  undoubtedly 
caused  them  some  damage.   On  our  side,  one 

— ..e  a\.  _  m  i_  gal  o  at,  r*  1?  1 


to  the  steamer. 

On  the  eighth  a  working  urig 
was  discovered  to  the  east  of  Rise 
building  a  bridge  or  battery.  I 
upon  from  Battery  Haskell,  sad  ti 
for  the  time.  During  the  day  tl 
tervals  from  Sumter,  Gregg,  an 
kept  up :  but  the  enemy  remained 
quiet  until  evening,  when  he  opt 
tars  and  Parrott  guns,  principa 
Wagner,  keeping  up  the  canuci 
five  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  tfa 

On  the  ninth  operations  were 
enemy  being  greatly  aunoyt'd 
shooters,  and  occasionally  openin 
spirit  and  rapidity,  to  endeavor  d 
At  about  five  o'clock  in  the  af 
my's  land  batteries  opened,  shell 
their  mortars  towards  Battery " 
landing  at  Cummins'  Point 

During  the  night  of  the  n 
North  Carolina  regiment  was  rel 
Olmstead's  command  of  Georgi 
detachment  of  couriers  from 
Carolina  cavalry  by  others  of  th 

On  the  tenth  the  enemy  we 
work,  and  although  Fort  Bui; 
Simkins  kept  up  a  steady  fire, 
but  little  interruption,  and  he 
proaching  about  one  hundred 
of  his  former  position  of  attac 

During  the  day  ho  kept  qu 
from  his  sharpshooters,  whicl 
with  spirit  and  effect  by  our 
live  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  1 
of  both  mortar  and  Parrott  gun 
No  great  damage  was  effected 

off  the  wheel  of  a  carronade, 
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bout  seven  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
th,  the  enemy's  land  batteries  and  moni- 
©ned  heavily  on  Battery  Wagner,  but  the 
tb  soon  withdrew.  The  fire  from  the 
tteries  was,  however,  kept  up  with  more 
spirit  during  the  day,  and  replied  to  by 
inter,  Batteries  Simkins  and  Gregg.  The 

to  our  works  was  slight 
i£  the  night  of  the  eleventh  the  relief  of 
rison  by  fresh  troops  was  accomplished, 
te  assistance  of  the  boats  of  the  navy. 
k.  as  it  had  been  finished,  Colonel  Harrison 
fire  upon  the  enemy's  working  parties 
Battery  Wagner,  interfering  with  and 
:  a  stop  for  the  time  to  their  progress. 
Sumter  and  Battery  Simkins  also  kept  up 
y  fire  on  the  approaches.  The  enemy  re- 
"rom  his  land  batteries,  Parrotts,  and 
3,  doing  some  damage  to  the  bomb- 
but  without  inflicting  any  casualty  on 
le. 

he  morning  of  the  twelfth,  the  enemy 
with  two-hundred-pound  Parrott  shot 
ill  upon  Fort  Sumter  from  his  batteries 
e  foot  of  Craig's  Hill,  on  Morris  Island, 
ace  of  about  five  thousand  yards.  Wher- 
ie  shot  struck  light  masonry  it  did  serious 
5.  The  heavy  masonry  of  concrete  and 
vetments  of  sand  were  not  materially 
ed.  The  fort  was  struck  seventeen  times, 
insport  steamer  Hibben,  lying  at  the  wharf 
t  Sumter,  was  shot  through  her  boiler, 
ig  and  injuring  nine  negro  hands  on 

enemy  was  observed  from  Battery  Wag- 
ildinga  work  at  their  extreme  left.  Colonel 
commanding  Fort  Sumter ;  Captain  Mitch- 
tnmanding  Battery  Simkins,  and  Captain 
e,  commanding  Battery  Gregg,  directed 
re  upon  his  parties,  which  were  dispersed 
e  work  stopped. 

[ark  Battery  Wagner  opened  on  the  ene- 
rorks  immediately  in  its  front  with  eight 
nd  kept  a  steady  fire,  at  intervals,  through- 
)  night.  Sumter  and  Simkins  also  kept 
ready  fire,  and  no  progress  in  advance  was 
by  the  enemy.  -His  rearmost  batteries, 
er,  were  in  progress,  and  a  continued 
vas  kept  to  the  tire  of  Battery  Wagner, 
hots  at  Battery  Gregg  to  interrupt  com- 
itiou. 

effect  was  to  kill  one  and  wound  four  of 
rrison  at  Battery  Wagner,  and  I  regret  to 
it  of  the  latter  Captain  J.  C.  Gray,  of  Lu- 
attalion  of  artillery,  a  gallant  and  accom- 
I  young  officer  of  high  promise,  was  mor- 
inred.  He  has  since  died, 
he  thirteenth  the  enemy  several  times  un- 
it to  repair  the  damage  to  their  advance, 
ere  repulsed  by  a  fire  skilfully  directed 
t  them  from  Battery  Wagner.  Finding 
;  was  difficult  to  proceed  with  his  ap- 
tes,  he  fell  back  to  his  rear  batteries,  and 
lis  naval  force  opened  fire  on  Battery 
it  and  Battery  Gregg.  Fort  Sumter  and 
v  Simkins  replied,  and  the  sharpshooters 


at  Battery  Wagner  kept  those  of  the  enemy  quiet 
during  the  day. 

One  man  was  mortally  wounded  at  Battery 
Gregg.  During  the  afternoon,  the  heavy  Parrott 
guns  of  the  enemy  opened  on  Fort  Sumter,  of 
which  several  struck  the  gorge  wall  and  the  re- 
inforce* to  the  western  magazine,  injuring  the 
brick  work  to  a  considerable  extent,  but  not 
sufficiently  to  cause  any  serious  apprehension 
of  a  speedy  penetration  of  the  defences  on  that 
side.  One  falling  in  the  interior  of  the  work 
injured  temporarily  a  mortar  platform. 

The  Twelfth  Georgia  battalion  was  relieved 
from  Morris  Island  during  the  night,  bringing 
the  garrison  to  about  the  strength  of  eleven 
hundred,  as  ordered  by  the  commanding  Gen- 
eral. 

During  the  fourteenth  the  enemy  remained 
remarkably  quiet,  firing  only  occasionally,  replied 
to  by  our  batteries.  At  night  Fort  Sumter  was 
struck  five  times  by  land  batteries,  and  once 
from  a  gunboat,  with  slight  damage.  Battery 
Wagner,  opened  fire,  first  at  intervals,  to  which 
the  enemy  replied  with  all  the  guns  he  could 
bring  to  bear.  Our  guns  were  allowed  to  re- 
main quiet  for  a  time,  to  permit  him  to  bring 
up  his  working  parties,  when  they  were  re- 
opened with  vigor,  putting  a  stop  to  his  opera- 
tions, and,  from  the  report  of  our  advanced 

Sickets,  it  is  believed  that  serious  loss  was  in- 
icted  upon  him.  His  operations  against  other 
points  consisted  only  in  occasional  shots,  which 
were  replied  to  from  our  batteries. 

On  the  fiftceth  the  enemy-fired  occasionally 
at  Battery  Wagner,  and  was  at  work  principally 
on  his  long  range  batteries  at  the  southern  part 
of  Morris  Island.  A  few  shots  were  directed 
at  Fort  Sumter  during  the  evening.  Colonel  L. 
M.  Keitt,  of  the  Twentieth  South  Carolina  regi- 
ment, relieved  Colonel  Harrison  in  command  of 
the  troops  on  Morris  Island.  The  Twentieth 
South  Carolina  volunteers  relieved  the  Fifty- 
first  North  Carolina  at  Battery  Wagner.  A  brisk 
artillery  action  was  kept  up  between  our  bat- 
ties  on  Morris  Island  and  those  of  the  enemy, 
and  one  of  the  monitors  threw  several  shells  at 
the  transport  steamer  Sumter.  Battery  Sim- 
kins and  Fort  Sumter  kept  up  a  fire  upon  the 
enemy's  approaches. 

During  the  night  of  the  fifteenth  the  enemy 
kept  up  a  vigorous  fire,  both  vertical  and  direct, 
on  Battery  Wagner  and  Battery  Gregg,  until  about 
half-past  four  o'clock  on  the  sixteenth,  when  it 
ceased.  It  was  replied  to  by  Sumter,  Gregg, 
and  Simkins  at  intervals.  From  Battery  Wag- 
ner the  fire  was  continuous  and  slow  until  about 
two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  when  a  general  dis- 
charge took  place  along  the  whole  front,  caus- 
ing interruption  to  the  advancing  works  of  the 
enemy.  The  enemy's  batteries  were  universally 
quiet  during  the  sixteenth,  so  far  as  Wagner  and 
Gregg  were  concerned;  but  during  the  after- 
noon ne  opened  on  Fort  Sumter,  apparently  to 
get  the  ranee,  firing  forty-eight  shots,  of  which 
four  passed  over,  four  or  five  fell  shorty  ten 
struck  inside,  and  tab  TCmwsA<et  orctas&fe 
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conuiiuuius  ure  uurmg  uiu  iiigiiu  x  uri  ouuiusr 
and  Battery  Simkins  also  kept  up  their  prac- 
tice. 

On  the  morning  of  the  seventeenth  the  enemy 
opened  with  three  two-hundred-pound  Parrott 
guns  and  one  one-hundred-pounder  on  Fort 
Sumter,  at  distances  varying  from  two  and  a 
quarter  to  three  miles.  This  fire  was  kept  up, 
with  but  little  intermission,  throughout  the 
morning.  At  twenty-five  minutes  past  nine  the 
Ironsides  and  six  monitors  came  into  action 
against. Fort  Sumter,  Batteries  Wagner  and 
Gregg,  directing  their  shots  principally  at  Sum- 
ter. At  a  Quarter  before  eleven  they  came  with- 
in about  three  thousand  yards  of  Fort  Sumter, 
when  Colonel  Rhett  opened  his  batteries.  Colonel 
Butler,  from  Fort  Moultrie,  had  opened  a  few 
guns,  but  a  large  force  of  negroes  being  at  work 
on  his  front,  he  was  directed  to  discontinue  his 
fire.  The  Ironsides  and  the  monitors  were 
struck  repeatedly,  and  at  ten  minutes  before 
one  o'clock  the  rapid  firing  ceased,  the  fleet 
withdrawing  from  the  contest  One  of  the 
monitors,  during  the  action,  left  the  squadron 
and  steamed  rapidly  down  the  channel  to  the 
wooden  fleet  of  the  enemy,  and  soon  after  all 
their  flags  were  observed  to  be  flying  at  half- 
mast  Six  hundred  and  twelve  shots  and  shell 
had  been  fired  at  Fort  Sumter,  of  which  most 
struck.  The  casualties  in  the  fort  were  one 
man  killed ;  Lieutenant  John  Middleton,  Lieu- 
tenant Julius  Rhett,  Lieutenant  Johnson,  engi- 
neer, and  ten  privates  slightly  wounded.  The 
fort  was  seriously  injured  on  the  north-west  face ; 
one  nine-inch  Dahlgren  gun,  three  forty-two- 

Sounders  and  one  eight-inch  columbiad  disabled. 
>uring  the  afternoon  the  land  batteries  re-open- 
ed their  fire  heavily  upon  the  fort,  cutting 

At*e*T\\\r  intr\  +V»n  rrr\rrrck   Ttrofl   n  i>r?  n/J/liTtr*  nr»n  <-»V»  4-/\ 


DiaUIL  iBIIMHIB. 

During  the  night  'of  the  tn 
enemy  remained  eomnaiatifa^ 
troops  on  Morris  Island  woreroi 
large  quantity  of  ammunition  an 
removed  from  Fort  Sumter  to  Bi 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  i 
Ironsides,  two  monitors,  and  the 
batteries  opened  upon  Fort  Sa 
tery  Wagner.  The  battery  an<3 
slowly.  Batteries  Simkins  m 
opened  upon  the  enemy,  annoy 
considerable  extent;  but  on  a 
miserable  qualify  of  our  fuset 
striking  of  die  shells,  but  few  bi 

Before  two  o'clock,  the  lronsid 
retired,  the  land  batteries  alone 
cannonade,  with  the  effect  of  c 
on  the  north-west  face  of  Sumti 
cutting  well  away  into  the  gor 
afternoon  the  Ironsides  and  fii 
up  position  in  line,  and  with  t] 
kept  up  heavv  fire,  taking  the 
in  reverse,  disabling  the  rem 
two  ten-inch  columbiads  on  the 
two  euns  on  the  west  face  rei 
disabled,  besides  the  seven-inc 
the  south-west  angle. 

The  enemy  ceased  his  fire  at 
p.  m.,  having  thrown  eight  bun 
six  shot  and  shell,  of  which  1 
fifty-two  struck  outside,  .two  h 
four  inside,  and  one  huudred 
over.  One  man  was  seriously 
wounded. 

At  Battery  Warner  a  rifled 
columbiad  were  disabled,  bu 
the  works  otherwise  was  n 
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itod  in  the  parade  of  Fort  Sumter  was  dis- 
1  in  the  afternoon, 
te  -width  of  twenty  feet  of  the  gorge  wall 
during  the  night,  leaving  the  protection  on 
imt    aide  through  the  upper  arches  only  the 
*>d  and  cotton  with  which  the  casemates  were 
The  damage  to  other  parts  of  the  fort 
■g»    ux  proportion.   One  man  had  been  killed 
_  four  wounded  at  Fort  Sumter.   The  fort 
5eiv-  ed  seven  hundred  and  eighty  shots,  four 
2^JC"^^d  and  eight  outside,  two  hundred  and 
"*y-o  aie  inside,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-one 


5^ 


_  enemy's  fleet  made  a  demonstration  of 
X.hg  during  the  afternoon,  but  having  re- 
^^^A  a  few  Bhots,  retired. 
^ ^  ^Battery  Wagner,  his  approaches  were  kept 
i  being  checked  by  the  riflemen  and  artil- 
^is  progress  was  slow.   During  the  night, 
^2harlcston  battalion  relieved   the  First 
lT^^J^S"ia  battalion,  and  a  company  of  the  Second 
Carolina  artillerv  relieved  Captain  Miles' 
fc^^^^^ny  (acting  artillery)  at  Battery  Wagner. 

garrison  was  otherwise  supplied  and  pro- 
r^-j^^ied.  An  additional  supply  of  ammunition 
^ij^^^traiisported  from  Sumter  to  Sullivan's 

^^^^.tteries  Cheves  and  Simkins  had.  kept  up 
J?1*'  fire  during  the  day  and  night  of  the  nine 


'tlth,  receiving  an  occasional  shot  from  the 

~**%my. 

On  the  twentieth  the  enemy  re-opened  his  fire 
^J^avily,  principally  against  Fort  Sumter,  doing, 
might  be  expected,  more  damage  than  before, 
was  steadily  kept  up  throughout  the  day, 
^ad  at  night  Colonel  Rliett  reported  it  as  the 
heaviest  which  had  taken  place.  Eight  hundred 
llnd  seventy-nine  shots  were  fired,  of  which  four 
Irandred  and  eight  struck  outside,  two  hundred 
«nd  iiincty-Bix  inside,  one  hundred  aud  seventy- 
five  passed  over.  The  greater  portion  of  the 
gorge  wall  had  fallen  in,  but  the  sand  and 
cotton  in  the  rooms  had  been  revetted  by  the 
debris,  and  protection  to  a  certain  extent  was 
still  afforded.  The  north-west  face  was  clearly 
breached  by  the  severe  fire,  and  a  casemate 
knocked  through.  One  rifled  forty-two  pounder 
on  the  east,  ana  one  on  the  north-east  face,  were 
disabled.  Captains  Gaillard  and  Fleming,  and 
one  private,  were  slightly  wounded. 

The  enemy  being  observed  advancing  by  sap 
on  Kattery  Wagner,  Colonel  Keitt  opened  his 
batteries  upon  them,  and  with  his  sharpshooters 
succeeded  in  checking  their  progress.  The 
Ironsides  and  monitors  moved  up  to  close 
proximity  of  the  fort,  and  opened  a  heavy  en- 
filading and  direct  fire,  which  caused  him  to 
close  Lis  embrasures.  The  damage  to  Battery 
Wagner  was  no  greater  than  usual  upon  that 
battery. 

Batteries  Simkins,  Cheves  and  Haskell,  were 
in  operation  upon  the  enemy's  flank  during  the 
twentieth.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Yates  reports  the 
practice  as  having  been  much  improved,  and 
that  he  had  reason  to  believe  that  two  amimmi- 
tioii  clwsrs  had  bven  blown  up  in  the  enemy *6 
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trenches,  and  one  gun  dismounted.  Also,  that 
in  the  afternoon  the  fire  of  the  enemy  had  be- 
come somewhat  wild  from  the  effect  of  rapid 
firing  on  his  pieces  at  long  range. 

The  report  given  above  contains  the  principal 
active  operations  of  the  defence  and  attack,  up 
to  the  evening  of  the  twentieth.  During  the 
time  included  in  it,  our  works  of  preparation  on 
the  interior  lines  have  steadily  progressed.  The 
batteries  and  shelters  on  Sullivan's  Island  have 
advanced  to  completion,  and  the  heavy  guns 
and  mortars,  which  have  been  received  aud 
secured  from  Fort  Sumter,  have  been  placed  in 
position,  manned,  aud  provided  with  ammunition 
as  far  as  possible.  A  strong  front  has  been 
made  to  command  the  channel,  should  the 
enemy  succeed  in  overpowering  the  brave  de- 
fenders of  Batteries  Wagner,  Gregg  and  Fort 
Sumter.  Preparations  have  been  made  for 
placing  heavy  batteries  along  the  shores  of  Ash- 
ley River,  from  Fort  Johnson,  west,  to  command 
the  inner  harbor  and  channels.  All  batteries 
which  would  bear  upon  the  enemy  have  been 
served  with  as  much  vigor  as  circumstances 
would  permit,  and  his  attack  confined  to  as  nar- 
row limits  as  possible. 

During  this  twenty  days'  progress  of  the  siege, 
the  conduct  of  the  troops  and  their  commanders 
has  been  admirable. 

Brigadicr-Gencnd  Ilagood  and  Colonels  Keitt 
and  Harrison,  who  have  commanded  the  ad- 
vanced posts  on  Morris  Island,  during  the  period 
of  this  report,  have  shown  the  qualities  of  con- 
stancy, bravery,  and  skill,  in  the  performance  of 
their  trying  and  arduous  duties.  The  various 
officers  attached  to  the  staff  of  these  commanders 
have  performed  their  duties  well,  and  I  beg 
heartily  to  concur  in  the  reports  of  their  cliiefs, 
heretofore  transmitted  to  Department  headquar- 
ters. 

Amongst  those  who  deserve  especial  mention 
for  their  conduct  in  the  defence  of  the  posts  on 
Morris  Island,  are  Lieutenant-Colonels  Gaillard, 
Charleston  battalion ;  Dantzler,  Twentieth  South 
Carolina  volunteers;  and  Dargau,  Twenty-first 
South  Carolina  volunteers ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  J. 
Welshman  Brown  and  Major  Warlcy,  Second 
South  Carolina  volunteer  artillery,  and  Captain 
Chichester,  artillery.  The  latter  has  served  sev- 
eral times  with  distinction.  * 

Captain  Hill,  Ordnance  Officer  attached  to 
these  headquarters,  having  been  sent  to  Battery 
Wagner,  remained  during  a  very  prolonged  tour 
of  duty,  which  was  performed  in  such  manner  as 
to  elicit  the  warmest  approval  of  tho  .different 
commanders. 

Major  Henry  Bryan  and  Captain  Malonoy,  of 
the  Adjutant-General's  department,  are  deserv- 
edly commended  by  Colonel  Keitt  and  Brigadier- 
General  Hagood. 

Majors  Holcoinbe  and  Sage,  Commissaries, 
and  Captains  Guerard  and  Woodward,  Quarter- 
masters, have  performed  their  duties  with  their 
inefficient  means,  in  such  mauner  as  to  insure 
the  supply  oi  the  \vvre\\vcrcA  tf.  ^\»sk 
charge. 
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The  garrison  of  Fort  Sumter,  under  Colonel 
Alfred  Rhett  and  Major  Ormsby  Blanding,  have 
stood  to  the  defence  of  their  castle  with  untiring 
fortitude  and  bravery.  Prom  the  nature  of  the. 
structure,  and  the  enemy's  projectiles,  the  ex- 
posure during  the  periods  when  subjected  to 
nre,  has  been  great,  and  extremely  annoying, 
and  yet  every  duty  of  repair  and  details  has 
been  carried  on  without  interruption  or  undue 
delay.  I  refer  generally  to  Colonel  Rhetfs  re- 
ports for  the  mention  of  those  subordinate  offi- 
cers who  have  distinguished  themselves  by 
good  conduct  But,  in  this  connection,  I  would 
mention  the  services  of  Lieutenant  John  John- 
son, of  the  engineer  corps,  at  Fort  Sumter,  be- 
fore and  during  the  siege,  as  evincing  high 
talent  and  character  in  his  profession,  as  well  as 
bravery  and  constancy. 

Captains  Parleson  and  Fleming  deserve  an 
especial  mention  for  their  continued  and  zealous 
services 

The  staff  officers  attached  to  district  head- 
quarters have  been  constantly  employed.  Cap- 
tain W.  F.  Nance,  principal  A.  A.  G.,  who  has 
earned  honorable  mention  on  every  occasion, 
under  my  command,  and  several  times  been 
recommended  for  promotion,  has  performed 
every  dutv  to  my  satisfaction. 

Major  J.  M.  Middleton  and  Captain  Ephraim 
Seabrook,  volunteer  A.  D.  ft;  Captain  C.  C. 
Pinckney,  District  Ordnance  Officer,  and  Major 
Suber,  District  Quartermaster,  have  been  actively 
and  usefully  employed. 

Major  Motte  A.  Pringle,  Post  Quartermaster, 
and  especially  in  charge  of  transportation,  has 
been  indefatigable  night  and  day,  with  the  small 
means  at  his  disposal,  and  which  he  could  ob- 
tain, in  forwarding  stores  and  supplies,  and  re- 
lieving troops  during  the  whole  period. 

In  this  duty  he  has  been  assisted  greatly  by 
the  boats  and  crews  of  the  Confederate  navy, 
under  charge  of  Lieutenants  Ward,  Haskell,  and 
Payne. 

I  shall  continue  this  report  from  this  date.  I 
have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  report  of  casualties 
during  the  period  treated  of.  I  also  send  the 
reports  of  Lieutenant  John  Johnson,  Engineer,  in 
charge  of  Fort  Sumter,  and  a  list  of  prisoners 
captured. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  6.  Ripley, 
Brlgadter-Genofml,  commanding. 

REPORT  OF  BRTOADIE&-0ENKRAL  R.  ft.  RIPLEY  OF  OPER- 
ATIONS FROM  THE  TWENTY-FIRST  TO  THE  THIRTY- 
FIRST  OF  JULY,  INCLUSIVE. 

Hsjdqmbu  Fan  Hxuxaxt  Dbxhot,  1 
Qurarrar,  August  1st,  1808.  J 

Brigodier-Qcneral  Thomas  Jordan,  Chiqf  of 


General  :  Since  my  report  of  the  twenty- 
second,  detailing  the  operations  of  this  com- 
mand up  to  the  twentieth,  mdusiv*,  the  \Aan  of 
the  enemy,  as  I  then  stated,  aeema  toW&\im 
changed.   There  baa  been  no  attempt  *X*tux< 


ther  assault  upon  our  works  on  Mociiaai 
From  the  twenty-first  to  the  twenty/boa  as 
has  been  occasional  firing,  both  hm  ata> 
my's  fleet  and  land  batteries ;  bat  tiitisnk 
been  chiefly  occupied  in  the  eredn  id  m 
pletion  of  three  new  .batteries  on  (fast  pda 
of  the  island  in  his  possession,  £u  sfaaa; 
his  lines  as  for  as  could  be  done  vrtaafefe 
On  the  twenty-first  the  enemy  sat  a,  if  i 
flag  of  truce,  a  communication  froo  Gaisj 
GiJmore,  with  a  request  that  the  officer  m 
manding  Battery  Wagner  would  give  to  Gad 
Vogdes.  who  accompanied  it,  a  pervul  a* 
view.   While  Captain  Tracy,  toe  staff  ofiecraf 
General  Hagood,  then  in  awtmai^wabaaj 
the  message  brought  by  the  fit&botktfel*' 
and  land  batteries  re-opened  their  fire,  ad  G* 
eral  Hagood  very  promptly  refused  to  wesa 
any  communication  until  an  apologj  lad  V« 
made  for  this  violation  of  the  flag.  laaa 
tory  explanation  having  been  offend  ai  a 
cepted,  an  interview  was  had  between  Goal 
Hagood  and  General  Vogdes,  which  tsaast 
in  arrangement  to  exchange  the  woroWp* 
oners  on  both  sides,  and  ten  o'clock  et  lb »• 
lowing  Friday  was  appointed  as  the  ton,**  1 
the  transports  from  each  partv  should  t&da 
exchange  at  the  point  from  wnich  the  beta 
usually  conducted  the  attack  upon  tag 
Wagner. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-fifth,  at  ■ 
upon  which  the  exchange  was  to  beefs* 
the  enemy  opened  fire  about  day-light  boafe 
the  fleet  and  land  batteries.  This  fire  wa 
orously  sustained  until  the  arrival,  abort 
o'clock,  of  the  flag  of  truce  boat,  conTeyaj 
prisoners,  and  for  a  portion  of  that  ubk 
equal  in  intensity  to  the  bombardment  < 
eighteenth.  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  b( 
the  neighborhood  of  the  place  appoint* 
firing  ceased,  and  the  exchange  was  ieg 
effected,  we  delivering  one  hundred  aw 
and  receiving  thirty-nine  wounded  prk 
No  reference  having  been  made  in  me 
ment  to  the  negro  prisoners  of  the  Fifty 
Massachusetts  regiment,  none  of  them  a 
eluded  in  the  exchange,  a  report  of  wi 
Colonel  Anderson  and  Major  Middletc 
officers  appointed  to  concfact  it,  has  i 
been  furnished.  The  fire  of  the  enemy  i 
morning,  especially  from  one  of  the  mc 
vanced  land  batteries,  armed  with  Parrot! 
did  serious  damage  to  Battery  Wagner 
remaining  ten-inch  columbiad  was  dism 
from  the  sea-face  of  the  battery,  and  the 
zines  so  much  exposed  that  it  became  no 
to  remove  the  ammunition ;  and  Genera 
ferro,  who  had  previously  relieved  Genes 

Sood  in  the  command,  anticipating  a  rem 
le  bombardment  upon  the  completion 
exchange  of  prisoners,  requested,  as  a  an 
prudent  precaution,  that  ail  necessary  a 
ments  should  be  made  for  the  transfer 
troops  from  the  island  in  case  of  neceaa' 
rodassflgb      ^riaoners  was  con 
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^  _  The  enemy,  however,  did  not  renew 

■^Mm  awttack,  and  the  tune  thus  allowed  was  im- 
-ONvved  to  the  utmost  in  repairing  the  damage 
wJiJoda  had  been  done.  The  condition  of  the 
h*ttery,  as  reported  by  General  Taliaferro,  was 
J**t*nai"fcted  to  the  General  commanding,  and  after 
*jU  deliberation  it  was  determined  to  hold  it, 
BM*  iaouBtructions  sent  to  General  Taliaferro  not 
P^Pandon  the  works  without  express  orders  to 
•oflfect  From  that  date  to  the  present  the 
J^bordment  has  never  been  renewed,  although 
i*a&  been  occasional  and  brief  firing  upon 
ia  T^"^eT7  from  the  iron-clads.  In  the  meantime 
■^  ^^tteTy  has  been  thoroughly  repaired  and 
I??5***^  in  a  condition  even  superior  to  what  it 
-lr*  trie  beginning.  The  enemy,  meanwhile, 
sily  at  work  in  improving  their  present 


i^^J^^  aid  erecting  new"  ones,  of  which  our 
^^S?  observation  do  not  enable  me  to  give 
a^^^^iled  account.   On  our  side  new  batteries 


V>een  erected,  and  the  work  of  completing 
^  ^ud  mounting  the  necessary  armament  ac- 
•■V  pressed,  and  every  effort  made  to  annoy 
•^^J^^einy  by  such  batteries  as  bear  upon  their 
^  ^J^**1^  parties  and  lines — an  attempt  in  which, 
"    l^^e  reason  to  think,  we  have  been  to  a  con- 
!^**ble  extent  successful  The  condition  of  the 
batteries  is  known  to  the  commanding 
\w^**teral,  and  will  be  mentioned  in  the  succeed- 
^^fcreport  •  • 

f^Tte  garrisons  of   Batteries  Wagner  and 
^■tegg  have  been  relieved  as  regularly  as  pos- 
^JiWe  with  our  means  of  transportation.   On  the 
^renry-second  Brigadier-General  Taliaferro  re- 
lieved  Brigadier-General    Ilagood.    On  the 
*  twenty-sixth  Brigadier-General  Colquitt  relieved 
Brigadier-General  Taliaferro.  Brigadier-General 
Colquitt  was  relieved  on  the  twenty-eighth  by 
Brigadier-General  Clingnianj  and  the  latter  offi- 
cer was  relieved  on  the  first  of  August  bv  Col- 
onel L.  M.  Keitt   The  fire  from  the  land  bat- 
teries of  the  enemy  upon  Batteries  Wagner  and 
Gregg  has  been  annoying,  especially  upon  our 
communication  by  steamer  between  Fort  Sum- 
ter and  Cummins'  Point 

The  casualties  which  have  occurred  from  the 
twentieth  to  the  thirty-first  of  July,  inclusive, 
have  been  thirteen  killed  and  forty-nine  wound- 
ed. I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  returns  and 
lists. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  S.  Ripley, 

Brigad ier-G*neraJ ,  commanding. 

Hkadqcajcteks  Department  or  South  Caroldta,) 
Georgia  am>  Florida,  V 
QuBixBTosr,  8.  C,  August  7,  1863.  J 

Respectfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of 
the  War  Department.  In  view  of  tho  possibility 
that  Batteries  Wagner  and  Gregg,  which  are 
only  outworks,  mounting  respectively  twelve 
atti  three  guns,  might  fall  under  the  concen- 
trated fire  of  the  enemy's  numerous  and  power- 
ful land  and  naval  batteries,  I  determined, 
immediately  after  the  fall  of  the  south  end  of 


Morris  Island  into  the  possession  of  the  enemy 
to  establish  a  circle  of  batteries  from  Legare's 
Point,  on  Schooner  Creek,  James  Island,  to  Bat- 
tery Beauregard,  on  Sullivan's  Island,  so  as  to 
concentrate  their  fire  (including  Forts  Sumter 
and  Moultrie)  on  Morris  Island,  from  about  half 
itf?  levgth  to  Cummins7  Point,  and  render  that 
portion  of  the  island  untenable  to  the  enemy, 
should  ho  succeed  in  driving  us  away  from'  it. 
That  defensive  system  is  now  being  carried  out 
to  the  extent  of  our  available  means  in  labor 
and  heavy  ordnance.  Many  of  the  long  range 
guns  in  Sumter,  not  absolutely  required  for  its 
defence,  have  been  removed  to  arm  the  new 
batteries  mider  construction.  The  remaining 
guns  arc  being  protected  with  traverses,  mer- 
lons and  embrasures.  Tho  officers'  quarters  on 
the  gorge  of  the  fort  (south  face)  nave  been 
filled  up  with  wet  cotton  bags  and  sand,  and  a 
"  chemise  "  of  sand  bags  is  being  added  to  the 
scarp  wall  of  the  same  face,  to  extend,  if  practi- 
cable, from  bottom  to  top.  Tho  defective  lines 
on  James  Island  are  also  to  be  shortened  by  the 
construction  of  a  new  lino  of  redans  and  re- 
doubts from  Secessionville  to  tho  Stone  River, 
long  since  contemplated,  but  not  executed  for 
want  of  labor. 

Herewith  are  papers,  marked  B,  C,  D,  E, 
F,  connected  with  the  defence  of  Morris  Island 


during  the  present  attack. 


G.  T.  Beaukegabd. 


Headquarters  Dkpart^ktt  of  South  Carolina,  ) 
Georgia  and  Florida,  V 
Charlhdov,  July  15,  1888. ) 

It  is  reported  Gilmore  will  open  fire  in  the 
morning,  and  attempt  an  assault  afterwards. 
Will  be  assisted  by  fleet  Be  on  watch  and 
prepared. 

Thomas  Jordan, 

Chief  of  Staff. 

Official : 

H.  H.  Rogers, 

a.  d.  c. 

Send  tho  above  dispatch  to  Colonel  Rhett, 
Fori.  Sumter,  and  Brigadier-General  Taliaferro, 
Morris  Island. 

H.  H.  Rogers, 

a.  d.  c. 

Headquarters  First  STdutart  District,  DEFASTXSjrr  or) 
South  Oaboijxa.  Georgia  and  Florida.  V 
Charuvtox,  8.  C,  July  10,  1868. ) 

Do  the  best  thai  you  can  to  get  fresh  troops 
on  the  island.  Enemy  possibly  so  punished 
that  he  may  give  no  annoyance  early  to-morrow. 
Make  the  best,  at  least 

Thomas  Jordan, 

Chief  of  Stafll 

General  Ripley, 

Commanding  Fort  Sumter. 

Charleston,  S.  C,  July  19,  1888—1  a,  x. 

Brigadier-Qeneral  R.  S.  Ripley,  Fort  Sumter: 
Morris  Island  must  be  held  at  all  cost,  for 
present  Tho  commanding  General  directs  Keitt  fs 
regiment  to  "be  thxo'Sffn&&TC,\&  ^rwScvc^  *&wae> 
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tage  before  daylight ;  also,  nearest  other  regi 
ment  or  battalion-— Graham's  or  Nelson's,  as  most 
expeditiously  moved.  Cannot  navy  help  with 
transportation  ? 

Thomas  Jordan, 

Chief  of  Staff. 

Charlestox,  S.  C,  July  19,  1883—1.30  a.  x. 

Brigadier-General  R.  S.  Ripley,  Fort  Sumter: 
I  advise  you  (without  seeing  General  Beaure 
gard)  to  embark  Keitt's  regiment  at  once,  and 
throw  it  on  Morris  Island.   I  will  see  him. 

Thomas  Jordan, 

Chief  of  Staff. 

Chaxlestox,  S.  C,  July  10,  1863—2  p.  x. 

Brigadier-General,  W.  B.  Taliaferro,  Morris 
Island: 

Detailed  telegram  of  events  at  Battery  Wag 
ncr  wanted  from  General  Taliaferro.  Reinforce- 
ments on  way  to  push  advantage,  if  possible. 

Thomas  Jordan, 

Chief  of  Staff. 
CBAJtuonox,  8.  C. ,  July  19,  1863. 

Brigadier-Oeneral  R.  S.  Ripley,  Fort  Sumter: 

What   has   Harrison's  jvgiment  effected  ? 
Troops  thrown  on  Morris  Island  at  once  might 
strike  an  effective  blow.   Detailed  report  from 
Battery  Wagner  wanted  up  to  latest  moment 
Thomas  Jordan, 

Chief  of  Staff. 

Headquarters  Department  op  Snrru  Carolina,  > 
Giobgia,  AXD  Florida,  Chaklbston,  S.  ('.,  July  24, 1863./ 

Lieutenant-Colonel  D.  B.  Harris,  Chief  Engineer. 
Morris  Island : 

Colonel  :  Examine  condition  for  resistance  of 
Battery  Wagner  and  report  in  person,  as  soon 
as  possible.  Explain  to  (General  Taliaferro  that 
he  must  fight  the  fleet  with  sand  ;  that  the  bat- 
tery originally  was  only  meant  to  defend  against 
land  approach.  The  battery  must  be  held  as 
long  as  possible — even  twenty-four  hours  are 
important 

Respectfully,  &c, 

G.  T.  Beauregard, 

General,  commanding. 

Hradqcartkrr  Departmknt  of  Surni  C.umijn.i,  \ 
Georgia,  and  Florida,  Cdakloto.n,  S.  C.  July  24, 1863.  > 

Brigadier-Gkneral  JV.  B.  Taliaferro,  Morris 

island:  .  , 

General:  The  batteries  designed  to  render 
Batteries  Wagner  and  Gregg  untenable  by  the 
enemy,  if  reduced,  not  being  completed,  ft  has 
become  exigent  that  those  last  batteries  should 
bo  hold  to  the  last  exiremitv.  Wagner,  being 
under  the  guns  of  Sumter  ami  Gregg,  should  be 
held  by  infautry  and  sioge  guns  (done,  until  its 
parapets  and  bonnVproffs  are  destroyed  and  no 
longer  afford  shelter  against  artillery.  The  Gen- 
eral regards  it  almost  improbable  that  another 
assault  will  be  attempted,  furthermore,  the 
evacuation  of  Wagner  does  i\oA  \\ev;viws»x\\\  \w- 


1! 
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the  sand-hills  between  it  and  Warfcr.mrfc* 
held  for  several  days  longer.   Wfcen  oMprfb 
auit  either  work,  the  guns  moat  be  tiwoqpYr 
disabled  by  spiking,  knocking  off  tnnom,ci 
ting  and  burning  carriages,  and  bonbjnat 
and  by  blowing  up  the  niagazroeaandprnp* 
In  view  of  the  great  miprobabib'iTofttan4 
may  it  not  be  well  to  reduce  the  prriu 
minimum  to-morrow  morning,  jot  abort  l» 
o'clock  ? 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  gerrut 
Trail  Joott 

REPORT  OF  THE  EVACUATION  OF  mS&WSbJS. 
ENDORSED  REMARKS  OF  THE  CUffiUNIOW  GESB1 

fa*tinw,  SfyirtBhr  1  HE 

Captain  William  F.  Nance.  A.A.G.,Fir** 
iktry  District,  Dept.  S.  G,  Qa..a*&Fh: 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  nVli 
lowing  report  of  the  evacuation  of  M« 
Island,  including  Batteries  Wagner  mi  tag 
by  the  troops  under  my  command,  eate 
of  the  sixth  instant.   This  stepi««*«* 
by  a  dispatch  sent  by  signals  rromdiltnttw 
quarters,  and  received  by  me  between 
five  p.  m.,  and  directed  in  detail,  by  a  3<* 
order  from  department  headquarter*.  «tiAn 
received  from  Captain  McCabe.  of  Gei«sM* 
lcy*s '  staff,  at  dark,  and  was  necopflitattA  ir* 
the  untenable  condition  of  Battery  \Y»jpB.te 
greatly  exhausted  condition  of  the  gam**.^ 
constant  artillery  and  sharpshootipg  BreJte 
enemy,  which  prevented  repairs. 

The  gradual  approaches  of  the  enemy  be 
passed  the  front  of  the  battery,  and  the  W 
nation  of  their  sap  was  not  over  fifty  yanteipt 
the  parapets  of  the  sea-face,  enabling  tbei  v 
throw  a  mass  of  troops  upon  this  flank. 
our  men  were  mostly  in  the  bomb-proofr.w'wt 
I  was  forced  to  keep  them  by  the  uncearir.;  ri* 
of  mortar  and  rifle  guns  on  land,  with  art  ti* 
lading  fire  from  the  fleet,  during  nv*t  of  nV 
day.   The  salient  on  the  left  of  the  batten-,  hi 
been  swept  by  such  a  terrible  cross-fire  "a*  ?s 
breach  the  parapet  and  throw  it  into  irrepis; 
shapes,  rendering  the  ascent  from  the  nwa: 
easy,  and,  moreover,  men  could  not  I*  toj* 
there  during  the  cross-fire,  without  the  certain?" 
of  most  of  them  being  wounded  or  proiu.fi 
This  Pali  en  t  is  the  part  of  the  work  gainni 
the  enemy,  in  the  assault  of  the  eighteenth  ■: 
July. 

Is  soon  as  the  evacuation  was  authorise.  J 
gave  detailed  instructions  to  the  regiceuu 
commanders,  viz. :  Lieutenant-Colonel  J»l:t  t 
Pressly,  commanding  Twenty-fifth  South  O- 
lina  volunteers ;  Major  James  Gardner,  re- 
manding Twenty-seventh  Georgia  volunteer 
Captain  W.  P.  Crawford,  commanding  TVerity- 
eighth  Georgia  volunteers,  for  the  gradual  move- 
ment of  then-  men  to  Cummins'  Point  to  as  t- 
keep  up  an  effective  front  to  the  enemy,  ari 
iuKire  silence  and  promptness.  They  expnwwi 


volve  immediate  abandonment  ot  Gtvi«&,  ^\v\c\i ,V ftww  vqfttro^talteving  an  evaccanx 

witli  reduced  garrison  and  HA\atv»\\ooV«a^\\v&\v^^%»ffs,\ft  Y^^^'^a^^  ^Ns&nt^H^ 
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down  as  if  for  special  duty,  and 
lost  intelligent  knew  the  fact, 
;  off  as  if  going  to  be  relieved, 
ruenin,  Chief  of  Artillery,  was 
ied  of  the  steps  to  be  taken,  and 
ngements  with  my  sanction,  for 
•f  Hie  artillery,  and  the  written 
•eceived,  were  submitted  to  him 
ice.  He  was  intrusted  with  the 
f  bringing  up  the  extreme  rear, 

only  magazine  which  contained 
tenant  Mazyck,  Ordnance  Officer, 

to  assist  him.  His  report,  with 
zyck's,  is  inclosed,  marked  A,  and 
s  an  important  portion  of  this  re- 
nt to  Captain  H.  R.  Lesesne,  who 
ing  Battery  Gregg,  an  order  to 
.v  up  his  magazine,  and  render  his 
rable,  directing  him  to  confer  with 

Lee,  of  the  engineers,  who  had 
s.  I  had  no  copy  of  the  detailed 
ame  late,  to  give  him,  which  was 
uinicated  to  him.  I  refer  you  to 
kcd  B,  for  particulars, 
e  the  possibility  of  a  pursuit  by 
Je  retreating  from  Wagner,  I  or- 
int  Robert  M.  Stiles,  Chief  Engi- 
y  Gregg,  to  construct  a  rifle-pit 
md,  at  a  narrow  point,  about  a 
ile  in  advance  of  Battery  Gregg ; 
iplished  by  him  after  dark,  while 
ire,  with  a  force  of  seventy-seven 
irge.  He  also  cut  away  most  of 
ring  of  the  magazine  on  the  side 
lines  Island  batteries,  then  sent 
f  to  Fort  Johnson,  using  a  large 
miiis*  Point  for  that  purpose, 
he  necessity  of  protecting  the 
3d  garrison,  I  had,  early  on  the 

sixth  instant,  made  the  following 
my  troops  :  The  Seventy-seventh 
ent,  effective  total  one  hundred 
ve  men,  commanded  by  Major 
lant  and  intelligent  officer,  were 
ills,  well  protected  in  pits  dug 
cks  being  natural  traverses.  Fifty 
venty-eighth  Georgia,  under  Cap- 
10  had  picketed  the  beach  during 
3  also  there ;  the  remainder  of  the 
ibering  one  hundred  and  thirty 
3  assigned  to  the  extreme  right  of 
er;  about  forty-five  kept  out  on 
he  remainder  in  the  bomb-proof, 
fth  South  Carolina  (Eutaw)  regi- 
id  been  terribly  reduced  by  casn- 
cness,  during  the  day  and  night 
am  effective  total  of  about  three 
ixty-five  men.  manned  the  left  and 
battery,  keeping  only  a  guard  of 
on  its  respective  position  of  the 
ainder  in  the  bomb-proof*  Two 
this  regiment  were  sent  to  the 
protection,  and  to  make  room  in 
f,  where  several  men  had  fainted 
om  excessive  heat  and  foul  air. 


Major  Gardner  was  ordered  to  cover  the  retreat 
with  the  Twenty-seventh  Georgia,  in  case  of  pur- 
suit by  the  enemy ;  in  the  meantime  to  picket 
the  beach  at  dark,  and  hold  his  reserve  in  readi- 
ness to  support  Battery  Wagner. 

At  early  dark  I  ordered  LieutenantrColonel 
Pressly,  commanding  Twenty-fifth  South  Caro- 
lina, a  very  intelligent  and  reliable  officer,  to  de- 
tail four  companies  (about  one  hundred  men)  to 
take  a  field-piece  from  the  left  curtain  to  Cum- 
mins' Point,  and  embark  on  the  first  boat.  Half 
an  hour  after,  Captain  Crawford,  command  ine 
Twenty-seventh  Georgia  volunteers,  was  ordered 
to  move  a  howitzer  from  the  right  of  Wagner, 
to  the  rifle-pit  near  Gregg,  place  the  piece  in 
position  there,  collect  his  regiment  from  line  of 
battle  in  rifle-pits,  and  when  notified  that  trans- 
portation was  ready  to  send  a  company  at  a  time 
to  embark.  Major  Gardner  was  ordered  to  man 
the  rifle-pits  when  Captain  Crawford  had  left. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Pressly  was  ordered  to  ex- 
tend his  lines  and  cover  the  line  manned  by  the 
Twenty-eighth  Georgia,  as  soon  as  that  regiment 
started,  which  was  promptly  done  by  him. 

I  will  here  remark,  that  all  this  night,  as  on 
the  previous  night,  the  enemy  threw  a  strong 
calcium  light  on  the  front  of  Battery  Wagner. 
About  nine  o'clock  p.m.,  being  informed  that 
transportation  was  ready,  the  embarkation  com- 
menced, and  went  on  briskly  and  quietly  until 
all  had  been  embarked  except  the  rear  guard, 
which  was  commanded  by  Captain  T.  A.  Hu- 
guenin,  numbering  thirty-five  men — twenty-five 
men  of  the  First  South  Carolina  infantry,  Com- 
pany A,  ton  men  of  the  Twenty-fifth  South  Caro- 
lina volunteers,  under  command  of  Lieutenants 
Brown  and  Taft 

At  about  eleven  o'clock  p.  mm  I  turned  over 
the  command  of  Battery  Wagner  to  Captain 
Huguenin,  and  ordering  my  Adjutant-General, 
Major  H.  Bryan  (a  member  of  General  Beaure- 
gard's staff),  who  had  volunteered  for  special 
duty  on  Morris  Island,  to  accompany  me,  I  pro- 
ceeded towards  Cummins'  Point  At  the  rifle- 
pits  I  received  information  that  more  transpor- 
tation was  ready,  and  I  immediately  ordered 
Major  Gardner  to  embark  his  regiment,  and  to 
take  with  him  the  twelv%-pounder  howitzer; 
which  he  did,  but  could  not  bring  it  off  the 
island. 

The  transportation,  under  -  the  direction  of 
Major  M.  A.  Pringle,  Post  Quartermaster  in 
Charleston,  was  admirably  managed.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Dantzler,  Twentieth  Soufti  Carolina  vol- 
unteers, having  been  specially  detailed  by  Gen- 
eral Ripley  to  superintend  the  transportation, 
under  his  spirited  and  excellent  management,  it 
succeeded  perfectly.  When  the  infantry  were 
all  embarked,  I  directed  Captain  Kanapaux, 
commanding  light  artillery,  to  spike  his  three 
howitzers,  and  embark  his  command.  Captain 
Lesesne  was  then  ordered  to  spike  the  guns  of 
Battery  Gregg,  and  embark  his  men.  The  rear 
guard  from  Wagner  coming  up  at  this  time, 
were  embarked.  I  had  ordered  Captain  Hu- 
guemn  down,  fcsxi&VTi^^fcT&X^  \fw*ta>  V&sjl  ^ 
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Stewart.  14  Gist  Guards,"  the  cavalry  couriers 
having  left  without  permission. 

There  was  no  light  kept  at  Gregg,  so  I  could 
not  well  note  the  hour;  With  two  or  throe 
boats,  I  now  anxiously  waited  for  Captain  IIu- 
gucnin's  party.  Finally,  perceiving  that  the 
enemy  s  barges,  from  Vincent  Creek,  wore  attack- 
ing our  boats  with  musketry,  I  ordered  the 
safety-fuse  to  the  magazine  of  Battery  Gregg  to 
be  lighted.  It  was  lit ;  the  firing  then  ceased. 
As  I  desired  the  explosions  at  both  batteries  to 
be  simultaneous,  as  ordered,  I  ordered  Captain 
Lesesnc  to  extinguish  the  fuse,  intending  to  re- 
light it  or  apply  another  fuse,  when  Captains 
Huguenin  and  Pinckney,  and  Lieutenant  Mazy ck, 
who  were  the  only  persons  who  had  not  yet 
come  to  the  point,  arrived.  Major  Holcombe, 
who  had  lighted  the  fuse,  immediately  attempted 
to  extinguish  it.  He  informed  me  from  the  para- 
pet of  the  battery  that  it*would  be  difficult  to  cut 
it  in  twain,  and" that  it  was  burning  brightly. 
At  that  moment,  the  absent  party  arrived,  and  I 
directed  him  not  to  interfere  with  the  fuse, 
which  was  then  burning  brightly.  About  half- 
past  one  a.  m.,  with  the  rear  guard  of  my  com- 
mand I  embarked,  thus  successfully  withdrawing 
from  Morris  Island,  and  my  responsibility  ended. 
As  we  started  off,  the  Yankee  1  targes  directed 
tlieir  musketry  fire  upon  us,  causing  the  bullets 
to  whiz  around  us,  but  doing  no  harm.  Bearing 
towards  Fort  Sumter,  I  proceeded  to  flag- 
steamer  Charleston,  and  notified  Captain  Tucker 
that  the  evacuation  af  Morris  Island  was  accom- 
plished, and  requesting  him  to  give  the  rocket 
signal  to  our  batteries.  I  then  proceeded  to 
district  headquarters,  and  repeated  the  informa- 
tion, arriving  at  three  a.  m.  on  the  seventh. 

During  the  day  and  evening  of  the  sixth,  Gin- 
tain  Adger,  the  efficient  Quartermaster,  kept  his 
onlv  wagon  moving  the  wounded  from  Wagner 
to  ftregg,  under  the  direction  of  Chief  Surgeon 
William  C.  Ravenel.  Strange  to  say,  none  were 
hurt  by  the  enemy's  fire,  which,  from  time  to 
time,  swept  across  the  way.  Of  course,  the 
wounded  were  embarked  first.  Dr.  Ravenel 
performed  his  arduous  duties  with  alacrity  and 
zeal,  showing  every  kindness  to  the  wounded 
and  stunned,  which«poured  in  from  sunrise  on 
the  fifth,  till  the  evening  of  the  sixth.  lie  left 
about  half-past  ten,  leading  his  ambulance 
corps.  I  am  happy  to  state  that  the  majority  of 
the  wounds  were  slight,  though  disabling  the 
men  for  the  time.  The  gims  in  the  batteries 
were  spiked,' and  the  implements  generally 
destroyed,  equipments  mostly  carried  off.  The 
magazines  were  not  blown  up,  owing  to  thei 
faulty  character  of  the  safety-fuses  used  for  the 
purpose,  which  were  ignited — that  at  Battery 
Wagner  by  Captain  Huguenin,  assisted  by  Cap- 
tain Pinckney,  District  Ordnance  Officer,  and 
that  at  Battery  Gregg  by  Major  Holcombe, 
under  Captain  Lesesnc's  instructions,  and  the 
supervision  of  Captain  F.  D.  Lee,  and  Lieutenant 
Stiles,  of  the  engineers.  The  enemy  were  within 
thirty  steps  of  the  front  ofThAtety  \?vkEi\«t,ft\fc 
voices  of  their  sappers  couVl  \wi  &»V\\vAVy 


heard ;  any  attempt  1 
shatter  the  carriage  < 
distinctly  heard,  and  < 
besides  the  gun-chan 
loose  sand,  displaced 
guns  could  not  be 
move  the  sand,  but 
broken  up  as  soon  as 
had  planted  heavy  m 
yards  of  the  battery 
throw  their  shells  i 
Thcv  could  hear  the 
work  along  the  line, 
disperse  the  men. 

Property  had  to  b 
steps  of  the  enemy ; 
the  voices  of  our  mei 
them,  the  whole  gai 
Their  sand  batteries  j 
of  ground  between  Bi 
and  any  suspicion  o 
rnisod,  if  it  did  not  ■ 
garrison.  All  the  gu 
At  Battery  Gregg,  ev< 
the  two  ten-inch  gum 
bursting  when  the  lai 
this  party  arrived,  tin 
ours,  transporting  oi: 
their  fire  upon  us. 
by  the  enemy  the  pr< 
assail  and  capture  Ba 
of  their  barges  there, 
ascertained.  I  was 
Captain  Lee,  that  the 
would  destroy  the  gi: 
burning  well,  and  no 
its  igniting  the  magw 
Battery  Wagner  had 
the  enemy's  barges, 
vinced,  gave  the  enei 
withdrawal  of  our  gai 
Gregg  were  spiked, 
save  my  men,  whot 
trust,  be  worth  much 
than  what  I  failed  to 
instructions  been  sen 
have  been  done. 

Lieutenant  Stiles,  A 
at  Battery  Gregg,  at  i 
Battery  Wagner  in  th 
ination,  he  expressed 
there  was  powder  e 
blow  it  up.  I  should 
had  sent,  on  Friday,  f 
powder,  sending  the  : 
as  to  the  state  of  the 
preceding,  by  Major 
who  was  wounded,  a 
in  a  small  boat,  sent  f 
was  captured  by  the 
report  either  taken  oi 
ley.  Of  this  capture 
Saturday  night.  The 
zines  was  intrusted  I 
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 j  to  Morris  Island,  apparently  to  look 

this,  and  was  given  every  facility  he  asked 
I  did  not  attempt  to  destroy  the  bomb- 
F  sfct  Wagner,  because,  after  consulting  with 
■jptjfeui  Leo,  of  the  engineers,  I  deemed  it  ira- 
FJ***icsble,  from  the  small  quantity  of  combus- 
material  at  my  disposal,  and  that  any  smoke 
at  once  inform  the  enemy,  and  stimulate 
^  to  pursue  us  by  land  and  water.  It  must 
—jT? embered  tliat  the  sand  above  the  bomb- 
^■^T    Was  considerably  saturated  with  water, 

dripped  through  in  several  places. 
c  5£  C3etptaiu  Huguonin,  Chief  of  Artillery,  Ma- 
^j/r^y  uji,  A.  A.  6.,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pressly, 
Ij^^'Xinling  Twenty-fifth  South  Carolina  volun- 
S^?-*  Lieutenant -Colonel  Dantzler,  superin- 

^  embarkation,  I  am  chiefly  indebted  for 

■j^^cccss  of  the  evacuation. 
^xS-^    thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  J.  F.  Mathews, 
^Hier  corps,  for  the  use  of  his  boat  and  crew, 
J^oving  troops,  and  bringing  me  off  at  tho  last. 
^^^Wain  Hayne,  and  Lieutenants  Montgomery 
^^^Blum,  of  the  Twenty-fifth  South  Carolina 
^^taQteera  (three  valuable  officers),  were  killed 
their  posts  of  duty,  during  the  last  of  the 
^Qge.  Let  their  names  be  honored. 

Idesire  to  record  the  faithful  services  of  pri- 
Jhta  Laith,  and  Stewart,  and  Bond,  of  the  Gist 
vuard,  South  Carolina  volunteers,  who  have 
Remained  voluntarily  on  duty  at  Battery  Wagner 
almost  the  entire  siege,  always  attontivo  and 
oool  under  fire.  Stewart  would  make  an  excel- 
lent commissary,  and  Laith,  a  practical  and  hard- 
working ordnance  officer. 

Lieutenant  R.  M.  Stiles,  engineer  corps,  credit- 
ably performed  tho  duties  assigned  to  him. 

Lieutenant  Miller,  Company  A,  Second  South 
Carolina  artillery,  was  distinguished  for  Ids 
courage,  and  for  his  cheerfulness,  which  was 
not  diminished  by  a  slight  wound  on  the  knee, 
and  by  being  stunned  for  half  an  hour. 

To  Major  Bryan,  of  General  Beauregard's  staff, 
who  volunteered  as  my  Adjutant-General,  I  am 
under  the  greatest  obligations.  Although,  at 
the  time  I  was  ordered  to  Morris  Island  to 
assume  command  of  the  forces  there,  he  had  a 
furlough  to  visit  his  father  in  Georgia,  who  was 
very  ill,  he  promptly  waved  it,  and  volunteered 
to  go  with  me.  His  tact,  coolness,  experience, 
courage  and  untiring  industry,  were  of  the 
greatest  service  to  me.  During  the  night  and 
the  day,  his  vigilance  extended  to  every  depart- 
ment, and  perpetually  sought  out  means  of 
increasing  our  resources  ana  defences. 

In  spite  of  severe  indisposition,  for  several 
days,  I  have  made  every  exertion  to  meet  the, 
very  unusual  responsibities  imposed  upon  me. 

Taking  all  circumstances  into  consideration,  I 
trust  that  this  will  not  compare  unfavorably  on 
the  part  of  the  garrison  with  any  other  retreat 
made  during  this  war. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Kkitt, 
Colonel,  commandiug. 

Official: 

W.  Gordon  McCabe. 


[Endorsed.] 

HlADQCAKKRS  DKPJUmCETr  SOUTH  Cabolhta,) 

Qhmu,  jlxdFlohda,  > 
Chaslbton,  S.  C,  Sept,  10, 1808.  ) 

Had  the  evacuation  been  conducted  in  strict 
compliance  with  detailed  orders,  it  would  be 
one  of  the  most  memorable  in  history,  and  here- 
after it  maybe  regarded  as  a  signal  success, and 
highly  creditable  to  the  commanding  officer  and 
all  officers  and  men  who  participated  in  it 
Subjected  to  a  terrible  fire,  and  beleaguered 
almost  to  tho  very  ditch  of  the  work,  by  an 
enterprising,  watchful  adversary,  yet  the  entire 
garrison  was  withdrawn  in  safety.  The  cool- 
ness and  discipline  which  characterized  this 
operation,  and  through  which  an  efficient  com- 
mand has  been  saved  to  the  country  for  future 
use,  are  deemed  worthy  of  note  and  commenda- 
tion by  the  V'ar  Department,  especially  when 
taken  in  connection  witli  their  stout  defence 
of  Morris  Island,  for  four  days  preceding  the 
ovacuation,  together  with  the  limited  and  imper-  # 
feet  means  of  water  transportation  at  command. 
One  of  tho  reasons  assigned  for  not  bursting 
the  guns,  blowing  up  the  magazines  and  bomb- 
proofs  in  BatterieB  Wagner  and  Gregg,  is  an 
alleged  want  of  time,  after  the  order  to  evacuate 
had  reached  Morris  Island.  This  calls  for  re- 
marks from  those  headquarters.  It  had  been 
a  standing  order  for  several  weeks  previous  to 
the  evacuation,  that  in  such  an  event,  all  guns, 
magazines,  bomb-proofs,  &c,  should  be  thor- 
oughly destroyed,  and,  with  that  view,  time 
fuses  had  been  tested,  and  with  "  rat-tail "  files 
were  provided  for  both  works.  Further,  the 
written  special  instructions  of  Brigadier-General 
Ripley,  prescribing  measures  and  means  for 
the  complete  destruction  of  these  works,  and  of 
their  armaments,  at  the  proper  time,  and  the 
detailed  orders  directing  and  regulating  the 
evacuation  of  Morris  Island,  were  received  by 
the  commanding  officer  at  dark,  on  the  sixth 
instant  (about  six  p.  m.).  The  last  detachment  of 
his  command  did  not  quit  the  island  until  after 
one  a.  m.,  on  the  seventh  instant ;  hence  there 
were  seven  hours  for  the  completion  of  all 
necessary  arrangements.  I  am,  therefore,  unable 
to  admit  that  there  was  any  lack  of  time  for  the 
thorough  execution  of  the  work  of  destruction 
ordered.  It  is  not  explained  why  the  time-fuses 
failed  to  explode  the  powder  left  in  the  maga- 
zines ;  they  were  seen  burning  brightly  when 
last  observed,  and  it  is  therefore  probable  that 
either  before,  or  whilst  the  fire  was  being 
applied,  tho  ends  in  contact  with  the  powder 
were  accidentally  detached. 

G.  T.  Beauregard. 

General,  commanding. 

PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  EVACUATION  OF  MORRIS 
ISLAND — LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  D.  B.  HARRIS  *  RECOM- 
MENDS EVACUATION  OF  MURRh?  ISLAND  IIATTERIES. 

Office  of  -Chief  Exaurnm,     .  \ 
Cbarlhtox.  3orra  Carouxa,  Augusts,  1868.  J 

Briaadier-Oetieral  Tliomas  Jordan,  Chief  of 

Sag: 

General  Wrote  ftkfc         \fc  w^w^ 
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visited  our  works  on  Morris  Island  to-day,  and 
in  consideration  of  thoir  condition,  of  our  in- 
ability to  repair  damages  at  Battery  Wagner  as 
heretofore,  of  the  dispirited  state  of  its  garri- 
son, and  of  the  progress  of  the  enemy's  sap,  I 
am  reluctantly  constrained  to  recommend  an 
immediate  evacuation  of  both  Batteries  Wagner 
and  Gregg. 

The  thirty-six  hours  severe  bombardment  to 
which  these  batteries  have  been  subjected — 
confining  the  troops  to  the  shelter  of  the  bomb- 
proof— has  resulted  in  so  dispiriting  the  garrison 
of  Wagner,  as  to  render  it  unsafe,  in  the  opinion 
of  its  chief  officers,  to  rely  upon  it  to  repel  an 
assault,  should  the  enemy  attempt  one.  The 
head  of  the  enemy's  sap  is  within  forty  yards 
of  the  salient  of  the  battery,  and  he  is  making 
rapid  progress  in  pushing  it  forward,  unmo- 
lested by  the  fire  of  a  single  gun,  and  with 
scarcely  any  annoyance  from  our  sharpshoot- 
ers. 

In  consequence  of  the  accuracy  of  fire  of  his 
•  land  batteries,  which  are  now  in  close  prox- 
imity to  Battery  Wagner — say  from  five  to  eight 
hundred  yards — aided  by  reverse  fire  from  his 
fleet,  it  is  impossible,  in  the  opinion  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  fort,  to  keep  up  a  firo  either  of  ar- 
tillery or  small  arms ;  and  the  enemy  is  thus  left 
free  to  work  on  his  trenches,  which  he  is  push- 
ing rapidly  forward,  the  head  of  his  sap  being, 
as  above  stated,  within  forty  yards  of  the  salient 
of  the  work,  which  is  so  seriously  damaged  by  a 
battery  of  Parrott  guns,  kept  constantly  playing 
upon  it,  as  to  render  it  untenable.  This  diffi- 
culty could,  however,  be  overcome  by  the  erec- 
tion of  a  parapet  across  the  gorge  of  the  salient, 
and  the  conversion  of  the  bomb-proof  covering 
into  another  parapet  overlooking  the  salient,  if 
it  were  practicable  to  work,  as  heretofore,  at 
night  The  covering  to  the  bomb-proof  and 
magazine  also  need  repair.  Wo  have  been  thus 
far  able  not  only  to  repair  damage  at  night,  but 
to  add  from  day  to  day  to  the  strength  or  the 
battery;  but  now  that  the  enemy's  sap  is  in 
such  close  proximity  to  the  battery,  and  ho  has 
contrived  to  throw  light  upon  the  parapets  at 
night,  it  is  impossible  to  do  so  without  a  heavy 
loss  of  men.  In  the  effort  last  night  to  repair 
damages,  the  commanding  officer  of  the  fort 
reports  a  loss,  in  killed  and  wounded,  of  sixty 
to  eighty  men  of  the  working  party  alone. 
Without  our  ability  to  repair  damage  at  night, 
the  battery  will  become,  under  the  incessant 
fire  of  the  enemy's  land  batteries  and  fleet,  un- 
tenable— say  in  two  days. 

It  is  in  view  of  these  facts  that  I  have  thought 
it  my  duty  to  make  the  recommendation  at  the 
commencement  of  this  report 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  General, 

Yours  very  respectfully, 

D.  B.  Harris,  ' 

Lieatenant-Oolonel  and  Chief  Engineer 

Official : 

£.  Krarny, 

A.  A  A.  General. 


MINUTES  OF  A  CONFERENCE  OF  GExAiLOfFISM 
CONNECTION  WITH  THE  OONURHH  OF  BAfflB 
WAGNER  AND  GREGG. 

Hkadquabru  Dbfakott  Soon  CmsuJ 
Gbomxa.  awd  Tumm,  I 
Chaklbtov,  a  C,  Sapleabr  %,  ail 

At  eleven  o'clock  a.  m.,  fourth  iutui,!  act- 
ing of  officers  was  convened  by  the  ooaasi  | 
ing  General,  at  his  office,  for  the  purpose  «a>  . 
ablitfg  him  to  determine  how  much  innrh  : 
should  attempt  to  hold  the  north  end  of  llsm  , 
Island.  Present — General  6.  T.  Betropsj,  • 
commanding;  Major-Geueral  J.  F.  Giber, ft*  L 
ond  in  command  ;  Brigadier-General  B.S.1%  \ 
ley,  commanding  First  military  district;  Bkip  ; 
dier-Gencral  Thomas  Jordan,  Chief  of  Sal  m 
acting  Recorder ;  Brigadier-General  JohoKilav 
good;  Brigadier-General  A.  H.  Coboitt;L» 
tenant-Colonel  D.  B.  Harris,  Chief  aqomi 
the  Department. 

Brigadier-Generals  Hagood  and  Colquitt  km 
both  recently  commanded  on  Morris  Island,  a* 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Harris,  who,  had  freqneodf 
visited  Morris  Island  during  the  operations,  si 
was  present  during  the  assault  made  by  thee* 
emy  on  the  night  of  the  eighteenth  of  Jub,»  I 
company  with  Major-General  Gilmer,  iniptda 
the  works  on  the  night  of  the  third  instant,^ 
order  of  the  commanding  General 

The  first  question  addressed  to  these  (Am 
was  as  follows : 

First — How  long  do  you  think  Fort  Waps 
can  be  held  without  regard  to  safety  of  gsn- 
son? 

Generals  Hagood  and  Colquitt  replied— Tta 
in  their  belief  the  enemy  could  now  storm  at 
carry  the  parapet  of  Battery  Wagner  before « 
men  could  be  got  out  of  the  bomb-proofs,  and  i 
would  then  be  held  at  a  fatal  disadvantage.  H 
if  the  enemy  should  continue  his  approach 
as  now,  by  zig-zags  up  to  the  ditch,  to 
eight  or  ten  days  would  probably  elapse  bef 
he  could  be  expected  to  take  the  work  by  i 
ular  approaches,  but  that  an  assault  could 
made  successfully  some  days  sooner,  shoukl 
enemy  advance  somewhat  nearer  by  conatr 
ing  another  parallel  and  thenco  dash  for* 
and  storm  the  works. 

Colonel  Harris — Thought  the  enemy  wo 
seek  to  take  the  work  by  regular  approaches, 
which  ten  days  would  be  necessary.  ' 
chances  of  success  of  an  attempt  to  carry 
work  after  a  partial  approach  somewhat  net 
than  at  present  would,  he  believed,  be  muV 
able  for  the  enemy.  An  attempt  to  carry 
work  by  storm  or  assault  at  present  wc 
scarcely  be  successful. 

Second— Row  long  can  the  fort  be  held  i 
a  fair  prospect  of  saving  its  garrison  with 
means  of  transportation  at  our  oommand,  i 
circumstances  relative  thereto  as  heretofore 
dicated  bv  actual  experience  ? 

General  Hagood — Did  not  think  the  gam 
of  Battery  Wagner  can  be  saved  without 
\*te&*»TD&x<&v  on  the  enemy,  and  that  when 
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approaches  nearer,  he  will  be  certain  to 
owledge  of  any  movement  toward  evacu- 

ral  Golqnitt — Thought  Hie  enemy  may  take 
ition  at  his  pleasure ;  may  light  up  the 
ow  with  calcium  lights ;  that  the  chances 
linishing  daily  for  saving  the  garrison, 
ii  thought  with  proper  precautions  the 
k.  might  be  succesrfully  withdrawn. 
iwH  Harris — Did  not  believe  the  enemy 
attempt  assault,  but  would  seek  to  take 
ajrnlar  approaches  on  the  salient,  hence 
ruon  might  be  saved  within  two  dayB  of 
e  the  enemy  would  be  able  to  reach  the 
»  the  completion  of  his  approaches, 
d— How  long  after  the  loss  or  evacuation 
gncr  could  Fort  Gregg  be  held  ? 
*ral  Hagood — If  vigorously  attacked, 
"  Gregg  would  fall  immediately  after 
r  was  carried. 

sral  Colquitt — Would  evacuate  both  the 
ight 

nel  Harris — Believed  if  vigorously  fol- 
up,  Battery  Gregg  must  fall  immediately 
le  enemy  shall  get  possession  of  Wagner. 
» the  reduction  of  Wagner  is  delayed  a 
ire  can,  however,  throw  up  intermediate 
for  infantry  to  check  the  advance  of  the 
and  delay  the  fall  of  Battery  Gregg,  say, 
lays. 

Hh — Can  the  heavy  guns  (two  in  Wagner 
•ee  iu  Gregg)  in  those  two  works  be  re- 
before  their  evacuation,  without  endan- 
tho  safety  of  the  works  and  their  garri- 

*rals  Hagood  and  Colquitt — Thought  the 
•iads  could  be  removed  without  cn- 
ing  the  safety  of  the  garrison,  especially 
aution8  were  taken  to  assure  the  men 
lese  guns  were  removed  because  now 
,  and  to  be  replaced  by  others  more  effec- 
this  stage  of  defence.  The  columbiads 
materially  enhance  the  strength  of  the 
at  this  time. 

ael  Harris— Thought,  if  obstinate  resist- 
i  to  be  made,  the  guns  should  not  be  re- 

\ — Can  we  take  the  offensive  suddenly 
fair  prospect  of  success,  by  throwing> 
the  night,  three  thousand  men  on  the 
;nd  of  Morris  Island,  making,  in  all,  four 
id  men  available,  bearing  m  mind  that 
oforcements  could  be  sent  there  until 
and  perhaps  none  for  several  nights,  ac- 
;  to  the  movements  of  the  enemy's  iron- 
ad  the  fire  of  his  land  batteries  ? 
jrals  Hagood  and  Colquitt — Did  not  think 
.Misive  can  now  be  undertaken  with  our 
t  means  of  transportation,  and  thought  it 
certainly  fail  if  attempted, 
lalf  past  two  p.  af.,  Brigadier-Generals 
1  and  Colquitt  were  dismissed  to  their 
md  at  three  p.  m.  the  conference  was  ad- 
1,  to  meet  again  at  eight  p.  m. 
ight  p.  m.  the  conference  was  resumed. 


Present — General  G.  T.  Beauregard,  Major-Gen- 
eral  J.  F.  Gilmer,  Brigadier-General  R.  &  Ripley, 
Brigadier-General  Thomas  Jordan,  and  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel D.  B.  Harris.  . 

A  discussion  then  took  place  relative  to  the 
condition  of  the  works — the  probable  plan  of 
attack  of  the  enemy,  our  means  of  defence,  of 
transportation,  and  reasons  for  prolonging  our 
foothold  on  Morris  Island  until  ten  oxlock 
p.  m.,  the  result  of  which  was  the  determination 
by  the  commanding  General,  to  hold  Morris 
Island  so  long  as  communication  with  it  could 
be  maintained  at  night  by  means  of  row-boats, 
but  for  which  purpose  sailors,  or  men  able  to 
handle  boats  and  oars  with  efficiency,  were 
essential  It  was  agreed  that  the  holding  of 
Morris  Island  as  long  as  possible  was  most  im- 
portant to  the  safety  and  free  use  of  the  harbor 
of  Charleston,  and  our  ability  to  keep  up  easy 
communication  with  the  works  on  Sullivan's 
and  James  Islands,  in  view  of  which  it  was 
thought  proper  to  renew  applications  by  tele- 
graph to  the  Secretaries  of  War  and  Naval  De- 
partments for  some  two  hundred  sailors  or  oars- 
men, which  was  done  at  once.  It  was  further 
decided  that  the  five  heavy  guns  on  Morris 
Island,  being  necessary,  morally  and  physically, 
for  the  defence  of  the  position  to  the  last  ex- 
tremity, and  such  being  the  difficulties,  if  not, 
indeed.,  the  insurmountable  obstacles  in  the  way 
of  their  removal  at  this  time,  that  no  effort 
should  be  made  to  save  them,  and  consequently 
that  they  should  be  ultimately  destroyed,  with 
as  much  of  the  works  as  practicable,  when  fur- 
ther defence  was  abandoned.  The  conference 
was  then  adjourned  until  an  answer  should  be 
received  to  application  for  oarsmen. 

QuKLBfov,  a  C,  September  7,  1868. 

On  the  morning  of  the  sixth  instant,  the  de- 
spatches herewith,  marked  "  A,"  and  subsequent- 
ly a  letter,  marked  "B,"  from  Colonel  L  M. 
Eeitt,  commanding  Confederate  States  forces  on 
Morris  Island,  having  been  received,  reporting 
that  Battery  Wagner  was  no  longer  tenable,  ana 
that  the  garrison  must  be  sacrificed  if  the  posi- 
tion was  not  evacuated  that  night,  detailed 
orders  were  issued  for  the  withdrawal  of  the 
garrison  and  .  destruction  of  the  works  and  arma- 
ment, contingent  on  the  report  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Hams,  Chief  Engineer,  who  was  direct- 
ed to  repair  at  once  to  Battery  Wagner  and 
inspect  and  report  its  condition  for  further 
defence.  His  report  is  appended,  marked  "  C." 
Meantime,  Flag  Officer  Tucker  was  conferred 
with  and  called  on  for  such  means  of  assistance 
in  the  withdrawal  of  the  garrison  as  were  at 
his  disposition,  and  every  possible  arrangement 
was  made.  The  orders  and  an  accompanying 
memorandum,  marked  u  B  "  and  "  F,"  were  fi- 
nally issued  and  reached  Morris  Island  about  six 
p.  m.  Orders  several  days  previously,  under 
instructions  from  these  headquarters,  had  been 
issued  by  the  district  commander,  regulating 
the  manner  of  destroying  the  work  and  anna- 
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ment,  in  case  of  such  an  exigency.  See  paper 
marked  "  F." 

"  Respectfully  submitted, 

Thomas  Jordan, 

Chief  of  Staff. 

INSTRUCTIONS  IN  REFERENCE  TO  EVACUATION  OF  BAT- 
TERIES WAGNER  AND  GREGG. 


[00AM>JUM1AI»] 

Hbadquakhh  Fob  Miutakt  Dormer,  ) 
DKPABTmrr  or  South  Casoldta,  Gbobgli,  axd  V 
Florida,  Charlhtoit,  S.  C,  September  6,  1868.  ) 

Commanding  Officer  Battery  Wagner: 

Sib:  As  it  is  within  the  contingencies  that 
Batteries  Wagner  and  Gregg  may  be  evacuated, 
I  wish  the  engineer  and  artillery  officers  to  be 
fully  prepared.  A  quantity  of  safety-fuse  has 
been  sent  down,  at  different  times,  to  both  Bat- 
teries Wagner  and  Gregg.  This  will  at  once  be 
examined  and  kept  in  place  for  service.  All 
magazines  will  be  prepared  for  explosion,  be- 
fore the  final  evacuation  takes  place,  by  caus- 
ing safety-fuses,  at  least  three  in  number,  to  be 
inserted  in  a  file  of  cartridges  or  a  barrel  of 
powder  in  each  magazine,  to  bo  carefully  trained 
so  that  ignition  be  not  premature,  and  of  the 
length  to  insure  time  for  leaving  with  the  rear 
guard.  The  fuse  burns  fifteen  seconds  to  the 
foot,  so  that  if  ten  minutes  is  required,  the 
length  of  the  fuse  should  be  forty  feet,  or  more 
in  proportion. 

The  Engineer  Officer,  or  some  careful  person, 
should  be  provided  with  matches  and  linstock, 
and,  at  a  signal  from  the  commanding  officer, 
should  light  carefully,  and  without  undue  haste, 
each  safety-fuse,  and  report 

The  Artillery  Officer  should  destroy  the  im- 
plements of  each  gun  which  is  not  firing,  and 
should  spike  securely  all  the  guns  of  smaller 
calibre,  destroy  the  elevating  screws,  and  ren- 
der the  carriages  unserviceable.  It  will  be  well 
to  ram  a  shot  or  shell  down  without  cartridge, 
first  inserting  a  small  wedge  of  wood,  to  cause 
the  ball  to  stick  in  its  position. . 

The  ten-inch  columbiads,  if  not  removed, 
must  be  destroyed.  They  must  be  burst,  if  pos- 
sible. It  is  intended  to  send  down  a  few  two- 
hundred-and-ten-pound  bolts,  with  Tennessee 
caps.  If  these  come,  put  in  two  cartridges, 
with  two  bolts,  prime  with  powder,  and  lash  a 
small  cartridge  over  the  vent,  with  a  slow 
match  inserted.  Let  the  matches  be  fired  at  the 
same  time  with  the  magazines.  It  will  be  well 
to  cut  through  the  braces  of  the  carriage,  and 
put  all  the  eccentric  wheels  in  gear.  If  the 
bolts  do  not  «some,  put  in  two  cartridges,  two 
solid  shot,  another  cartridge,  and  then  fill  the 

Sun  up  to  the  muzzle,  pruning  and  arranging 
le  safety-fuses  as  before. 
Other  instructions  will  be  given  with  regard 
to  the  evacuation,  as  far  as  the  troops  are  con- 
cerned ;  but  should  it  take  place,  as  these  ar- 
rangements will  depend  on  circumstances — and 
the  circumstances  and  the  destruction  of  arma- 
ment, &c.  will  require  co^tara&ou 
cially  coolness  on  the  part  oi  tti*  ttriaStar? 


engineer  officers — it  has  been  thong 
to  send  these  instructions  now.  Yon ' 
communicate  them  to  the  artillery  an 
officers  of  the  command,  and  furnish 
the  copies  inclosed,  in  strict  confides 
must  be  turned  over  to  their  snccetK 
be  the  case  with  this  paper  to  the  a 
relieves  you.  Should  Battery  Gregg 
feted,  the  same  arrangements  will  be 
the  demolition  of  magazines  and  annu 
of  course,  at  that  point  it  will  not  t 
until  the  last  moment,  according  to  is 
from  these  or  Department  headqwte 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  S.  fin 
Brigadtar-tieMnl,fi 
Official:      Wm.  F.  Nance, 

A.  A.  G. 

Official:      E.  Kearny, 

A.  A.  A.G. 

TELEGRAMS  GIVING  EFFECTIVE  FORCE  Al 
STATE  OF  AFFAIRS  AT  THAT  WORKJ 

1  By  signal,  received  at  12:45  A.  JL 
sixth,  1863. 
IfoimB  IflLASP,  Septeori 
Captain  Nance,  A.  A,  O.  : 

I  had  nine  hundred,  and  not  fourtet 
men.  About  one  hundred  of  these  I 
killed  and  wounded.  The  parapet  c 
badly  breached.  The  whole  fort  is  r 
ened.  A  repetition  to-morrow  of  t 
will  make  the  fort  almost  a  ruin, 
fire  is  still  very  heavy  and  fatal,  and  i 
Work  can  be  done.  Is  it  desirable 
the  garrison  ?  To  continue  to  hold 
so.  Captain  Lee,  the  engineer,  hs 
and  agrees.   Act  promptly  and  an* 

L.  M 


The  above  was  received  by  me 
September  sixth. 

For  answer  of  General  commandi 

IL  By  signal  from  Morris  1 

8*45  a.  sl,  S 

Captain  Nance,  A.  A.  G.  .• 

incessant  fire  from  Yankee  mortal 
Battery.  Can't  work  nejrxoes — bett 
them  promptly.  Had  thirty  or  f< 
wounded  in  an  attempt  to  work, 
can,  but  fear  the  garrison  will  I 
without  injuring  the  enemy.  The  1 
ing,  but  I  hope  that  we  may  stand 

COUH 

HL  By  signal  from  Morris  i 
l*so 

Captain  Nance.A.  A.  O. 

Boats  must  be  at  Cummins'  Pot 
night,  without  faiL  Cora 
Official: 
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d  to  Colonel  L.  M.  Keitt,  command- 
ing Morris  Island. 

CtaiRUBioar,  September  6,  1868—2.15  a.  m. 

>rk  with  soldiers  and  negroes  orr 
U  determine  to-day  what  measures 

0  action  should  be  taken  in  haste, 
to  act  this  night 

G.  T.  Braumgabd. 

ny, 

.  A.  A.G. 

>«ob  Jslaxd,  September  8,  1883—8.16  p.  k. 

ice: 

be  here  to-night  for  the  garrison? 
t  time  ?  And  if  our  sacrifice  be  of 
ready ;  let  it  be  said  so,  and  I  will 
emy's  works  at  once,  or  lose  every 
The  enemy  are  within  fifty  yards  of 
>re  day  dawns  we  should  assault 
main  here.   Answer  positively,  and 

Engineer  Stiles  has  just  inspected 
e  says  it  is  untenable. 

L.  M.  Keitt, 

Oolonol,  commanding. 

Nance, 

A.  A.  Q. 
INT, 

A.A.A.O, 

urns  Battbr  Waqxb,  September  0,  1863. 

ice,  A.  A.      Charleston,  S.  C  : 
The  enemy  will,  by  night,  advanee 

1  to  the  most  of  this  battery.  The 
st  be  taken  away  immediately  after 
1  be  destroyed  or  captured.  It  is 
that  the  heavy  Parrott  shell  have 
a  walls  and  are  knocking  away  the 
i.  Pray  have  boats  immediately 
t  Cummins'  Point,  to  take  away  the 
deliberately  that  this  must  be  done, 
ion  will  be  sacrificed.  I  am  sending 
i  and  sick  now  to  Cummins'  Point, 
itinue  to  do  so,  if  possible,  until  all 
'.  have  a  number  of  them  now  there., 
ot  in  the  garrison  four  hundred 
n,  excluding  artillery.  The  engineers 
nion  with  me,  or  rather  shape  my 
shall  say  no  more. 

L.  M.  Kettt. 

A.  A.  G. 

BS  DIRECTING  THE  EVACUATION  OF  BAT- 
TERIES WAGNER  AND  GREGG. 

jqcabtbb  DtPAsnoan  or  Sooth  Caboudta,) 
Gioboja,  ash  Florida,  v 
Cbabxjsto*  ,  S.  C,  September  6, 1863. ) 

fer«,  No.  176. 

Wagner,  Morris  Island,  being  no 
ble,  without  undue  loss  of  life,  and 
final  capture'  of  its  entire  garrison, 
n  and  .Battery  Gregg  will  be  evacu 
a  as  practicable,  to  wiiich  end  the 


allowing  arrangements  will  be  made  by  the 
district  commander : 

1.  Two  of  the  Confederate  States  iron-clads 
should  take  up  positions  near  Fort  Sumter,  with 
heir  guns  bearing  on  Cummins'  Point,  and  to 
he  eastward  of  it 

At  the  same  tame  all  our  land  batteries  will  be 
leld  prepared  to  sweep  all  the  water  faces  of 
Battery  Gregg.  Transport  steamers  will  take 
positions  within  the  harbor,  but  as  near  as  prac- 
ticable to  Cummins'  Point,  to  receive  the  men 
from  the  row-boats,  by  which  the  embarkation 
will  be  effected  from  Morris  Island. 

As  many  row-boats  as  necessary,  or  which 
»n  be  manned  by  efficient  oarsmen,  will  be  pro- 
vided and  kept  in  readiness  at  once,  to  proceed 
to  and  reach  Cummins'  Point,  or  that  vicinity,  as 
Soon  after  dark  as  may  be  prudent  Having 
reached  the  beach  of  Morris  Island,  a  courier,  or 
i  relay  of  footmen,  will  be  dispatched  by  the 
naval  officer  in  charge,  with  notice  of  the  fact  to 
the  officer  in  command  of  Battery  Wagner,  and 
Of  the  exact  transport  capacity  of  the  boats.  A 
naval  officer,  with  proper  assistants,  will  have 
exclusive  charge  of  the  boats  and  of  their  move- 
ments. 

2.  The  commanding  officer  of  Battery  Wag- 
ner having  made,  during  the  day,  all  arrange- 
ments for  the  evacuation  and  destruction  of  the 
work  and  armament,  and  when  informed  of  the 
arrival  of  the  boats,  will  direct — first,  the  re- 
moval and  embarkation  of  all  wounded  men; 
and,  thereafter,  according  to  the  capacity  of  the 
boats  at  hand,  will  withdraw  his  command,  by 
companies,  with  soldierly  silence  and  delibera- 
tion. Two  companies  will  remain  in  any  event 
to  preserve  a  show  of  occupation  and  repair, 
and  to  defend  from  assault  during  embarkation ; 
and  it  is  strictly  enjoined  that  no  more  men  shall 
be  permitted  to  quit  the  work  and  go  to  the 
landing,  than  can  be  safely  embarked.  The  em- 
barkation wdl  be  superintended  by  the  field 
officers,  or  regimental  and  battalion  commanders, 
who  will  halt  and  keep  their  respective  com- 
mands about  one  hundred  (100)  yards  from  the 
boats,  divide  them  into  suitable  squads,  for 
assignment  to  the  boats,  in  exact  conformity 
with  the  directions  of  the  naval  officers  in  charge 
of  embarkation,  and  then  superintend  the  dis- 
position of  the  men  accordingly,  impressing  on 
all  the  vital  necessity  for  silence,  obedience  to 
orders,  and  the  utmost  coolness. 

3.  The  companies  left  to  occupy  Battery  Wag- 
ner to  the  last,  will  be  under  the  charge  of  a 
firm  and  intelligent  field  officer,  who  will  not 
withdraw  his  command  until  assured  there  is 
sufficient  transportation  for  all  the  remaining 
garrison  of  the  island,  including  that  of  Battery 
Gregg. 

4.  The  final  evacuation  will  depend  for  suc- 
cess, on  the  utmost  coolness  and  quiet  on  the 
part  of  every  man.  At  least  two  officers, 
previously  selected,  will  be  left  to  light  the 
fuses,  already  arranged  and  timed  to  about  fif- 

|  teen  minutes,  to  blow  up  the  magazine  and 
bomb-proof,      to  ta&Xro?  ta*  wm^^fc 
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Point ;  should  steamboats  be  driven  fi 
position,  most  go  to  Fort  Johnson. 

First  trip  of  small  boats  to  take  of 
and  wounded  to  steamboats. 

First  (and  possibly  the  second) 
troops,  to  be  landed  at  Sumter,  the  real 
ers.   If  the  steamboats  are  drives 
shot  and  shell,  then  at  Johnson. 

The  trips  to  be  continued  until  afl 
Morris  Island,  notwithstanding  the  a! 
the  enemy. 

The  troops  landed  at  Sumter  to  be 
to  steamers  or  Fort  Johnson,  as  aoo 
transportation  of  the  whole  from  Ifcc 
shall  have  been  finished. 

A  fast  boat  to  be  left  behind  for  1 
(about)  officers  who  are  to  blow  up  a 
burst  guns,  etc. 

Officers  in  Sumter  must  be  notified  o 
tention  to  land  troops  at  that  work,  fra 
Island. 

All  the  batteries  must  be  notified 
movement  of  small  boats  and  steamer 
harbor  to-night 

When  the  officers  left  at  Wagner  an 
to  explode  magazines,  <fcc,  shall  have  i 
ciently  far  from  Cummins'  Point  for  our 
to  open  on  the  site  of  those  two  wod 
officers  will  set  off  from  their  boat  three 
or  make  some  other  agreed  signal  to » 
batteries  that  they  can  commence  firing 
A  blue  light  at  Gregg  will  indicate  i 
ten-minute  fuses  in  Wagner  are  to  be 
those  in  Gregg  are  not  to  be  lighted 
officers  from  Wagner  have  reported. 

Troops  in  Wagner  and  Gregg  wiE 
proper  times  to  Cummins'  Point  beack 

Eanies,  each  company  being  halted  i 
undred  yards  from  the  position  of  t 
their  officers  will  then  send  them  1 
equivalent  to  the  capacity  of  each  hoi 
to  receive  them.  Ail  the  men  must 
arms  loaded  on  entering  the  boats 
themselves  in  case  of  necessity. 
.  The  most  complete  silence  and  ord 
maintained  throughout  the  entire  op 
G.  T.  Braubi 

Generate 

Official: 

A.  R.  Chisholm, 

A.  6.  o. 

Official: 

John  M.  Otet, 

A.  A.  6. 
REPORT  OF  MAJOR  ELLIOTT. 

Hkadqcaxibi  Fo 

Sopttmbci 

Captain  W.  F.  Nance,  A.  A.  Q.: 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  of  ma 

lowing  report : 

Brigadier-General  R.  ,8.  Ripley,  commanding      About  eight  o'clock,  yesterday,  tib 
First  Military  IHstriel,  Charleston,  8.  G:      and  five  monitors,  took  positions  c 
The  steamboats  to  take  position  near  the  van's  Island,  and  en«gea  Port  Moo] 
south  edge  of  the  channel,  ucvd  about  midway  (batteries  on  that  island.    They  kt\ 
between  Forts  Johnson  «nd  &\xmtot.    ^tws&A  «*ra*K*taAtat  taraxs^onr  bat 

boats  to  ply  between  ateemex*  rcuA.  Oosm^XVs^v1^^^* 


manner  already  indicated  in  special  instructions 
from  district  headquarters.  Bat  the  fuses  must 
not  be  set  on  fire  until  it  is  certain  that  there  is 
transportation  for  the  removal  of  all  the  garri- 
son, or  except  the  enemy  become  aware  of  the 
evacuation  and  are  evidently  about  to  storm  and 
enter  the  work.  The  men  must  be  embarked  with 
arms  loaded,  ready  to  repel  an  attack  by  both 
parties  of  the  enemy. 

5.  The  garrison  of  Battery  Gregg  will  stand 
stanchlv  at  their  post  until  the  hut  company 
from  Battery  Wagner  shall  be  embarked.  It 
will  then  take  to  the  boats  with  silence  and  de- 
liberation, provision  having  been  duly  made  at 
Battery  Wagner  for  the  destruction  of  the  work 
and  its  ordnance.  Both  explosions  shall  be  as 
nearly  simultaneous  as  possible,  and  the  com- 

Elete  success  of  the  evacuation  will  probably 
e  in  the  hands  of  those  whose  high  duty  will 
be  to  apply  the  fire  to  the  fuses  at  Battery 
Wagner. 

The  garrison  of  Battery  Gregg  will,  be  em- 
barked with  the  same  precautions  and  regula- 
tions as  prescribed  for  Battery  Wagner. 

In  case  the  enemy  should  carry  Battery  Wag- 
ner immediately  after  the  garrison  shall  have 
evacuated,  or  in  any  way  the  explosion  of  the 
magazine  shall  be  prevented,  a  signal  of  three 
(3)  rockets,  discharged  in  rapid  succession,  shall 
be  made  from  Battery  Gregg,  when  the  naval 
vessels  in  position  and  our  land  batteries  bearing 
on  Battery  Wagner  will  be  opened  with  a 
steady  fire  on  the  sight  of  that  work,  as  will  be 
likewise  done  immediately  after  an  explosion 
shall  take  place,  and  this  fire  will  be  maintained 
slowly  during  the  night 

Brigadier-General  Ripley  will  give  such  addi- 
tional orders  as  will  be  calculated  to  secure  the 
successful  evacuation  of  Morris  Island,  or  to 
meet  emergencies.  He  will  confer  with  Flag 
Officer  Ingraham,  and  procure  all  necessary  as- 
sistance. 

The  operation  is  one  of  the  most  delicate  ever 
attempted  in  war.  Coolness,  resolute  courage, 
judgment  and  inflexibility  on  the  part  of  officers ; 
obedience  to  orders  and  a  constant  sense  of  the 
necessity  for  silence  on  the  part  of  the  men,  are 
essential  for  complete  success  and  the  credit 
which  must  attach  to  those  who  achieve  it 

By  command  of  General  Beauregard. 

Thomas  Jordan, 

Chief  of  8ta£ 

Official: 

John  M.  Othy, 

a.  a.  o. 


MEMORANDUM  IN  REFERENCE  TO  THE  REMOVAL  OF 
TROOP8  FROM  MORRIS  ISLAND. 


Headquarters  Department.  ) 
South  Caroldu,  Georgia,  and  Flokda,  S> 
AitLSROff,  September  0, 1868,  8.80  ft  m. ) 
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ly  morning,  a  monitor  was  evidently 
ear  Morris  Island ;  on  reporting  the 
Moultrie  opened  on  her,  hitting  her 
at  least  twice.  Her  deck  was  six 
the  water-line,  leaving  her  sides  ex- 
lell  Point  battery  also  fired  on  her. 
regretted  that  our  fire  was  not  more 
i  continuous.  At  high  water,  in  the 
she  got  off. 

3ngagement  of  the  fleet  with  Fort 
he  monitors  were  frequently  struck, 
onsides  had  her  deck  hit  twice,  one 
»  tearing  away  a  large  portion  of  her 
varks.  She  lay  alongside  of  a  trans- 
he  afternoon,  evidently  undergoing 

for  several  nights  expected  a  boat 
ad  one-third  of  the  garrison  under 
he  parapet,  and  the  remainder  so 

0  reinforce  with  promptness. 

a.  m.,  this  morning,  I  saw  a  fleet  of 
jroaching  from  the  eastward.  I  or- 
ire  to  be  reserved  until  they  should 
bin  a  few  yards  of  the  fort  The 
jmpted  to  land  on'  the  south-eastern 
rn  faces.  He  was  received  by  a  well 
e  of  musketry,  and  by  hand-grenades, 
e  very  effective  in  demoralizing  him. 
of  the  epaulemcnt  were  also  thrown 

1  him.  The  crews  near  the  shore 
lge  in  the  recesses  of  the  foot  of  the 
se  farther  of,  in  flight  The  repulse 
d,  and  the  assault  was  not  renewed, 
i  reported  to  have  been  four  hundred 
it  is  believed  to  have  been  much 
is  loss  is  four  men  killed ;  two  offi- 
eventeen  men  wounded,  and  ten  offi- 
nery-two  men  captured.  We  secured 
i  of  colors  and  five  barges;  others 
led,  and  drifted  off.  One  gunboat,  and 
on,  and  the  Sullivan's  Island  batteries 
ur  faces,  and  contributed  to  prevent 
of  the  assault.  Many  of  the  shots 
fort  The  garrison,  consisting  of  the 
battalion,  behaved  admirably.  All 

lue  to  Major  Blake,  hie  officers  and 
e  promptness  and  gallantry  displayed 
ice. 

ery  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Stephen  Elliott,  Jr., 
Major  Artillery,  P.  A.  C.  S. ,  commanding. 


Doc.  46. 

ffi  OP  VICKSBUBG,  MISSISSIPPI. 

A2TT-GEXERAL  PEMBERT0N8  REPORT 

Headquarters  Gadowyill*,  Ammn^ ) 
August  2d,  1893.  / 

Oooper,  A.  and  I.  Q.,  Richmond,  Va. : 
:  At  the  earliest  moment  compatible 
erformance  of  other  and  very  press- 
,  I  have  the  honor  to  present  the 
iport  of  the  operations  of  the  troops 


of  the  Department  of  Mississippi  and  East 
Louisiana,  preceding  and  during  the  siege  re- 
sulting in  the  capitulation  of  Vicksburg.  The 
enemy,  after  long  continued  and  strenuous  efforts 
to  reach  the  right  flank  of  Vicksburg  by  forc- 
ing a  passage  through  the  upper  Yazoo  River, 
finally  relinquished  his  design,  and  on  the  night 
of  the  fourth  and  fifth  of  April,  re-embarked  his 
troops,  and  before  daylight  was  in  rapid  retreat. 
About  the  same  time  a  heavy  force  of  the  enemy 
which  had  been  collected  at  Baton  Rouge,  was 
mostly  withdrawn,  and  transferred  to  Western 
Louisiana,  leaving  but  one  division  to  occupy 
that  place.  After  consultation  by  telegraph 
with  Major-General  Gardner,  commanding  Port 
Hudson  and  the  Third  military  district,  deem- 
ing the  garrison  at  Port  Hudson  more  than 
sufficient  under  existing  circumstances,  and  to 
save  supplies  at  a  point  so  difficult  to  provide 
— the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  River  being 
then  obstructed  to  us,  and  the  mouth  of  the 
Red  River,  from  whence  large  quantities  of 
subsistence  stores  were  drawn,  being  blockaded 
by  one  of  the  enemy's  gunboats — I  ordered 
Rust's  brigade  and  two  regiments,  under  Briga- 
dier-General Buford,  to  proceed  immediately  to 
Jackson,  Mississippi,  with  the  then  view  of 
employing  them  against  raids  of  the  enemy  in 
Northern  Mississippi,  my  great  deficiency  in 
cavalry  leaving  that  portion  of  the  department 
almost  without  protection. 

About  the  eleventh  March,  fearing  that  the 
enemy  might  succeed  in  opening  a  canal,  prac- 
ticable for  the  passage  of  transports  across  the 
peninsula  opposite  Vicksburg,  I  deemed  it 
necessary  to  occupy  Grand  Gulf,  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Big  Black,  and  assigned  Brigadier- 
General  Jno.  S.  Bowen,  with  his  Missouri 
brigade,  to  that  point,  with  instructions  to  con- 
struct batteries  for  the  protection  of  the  mouth 
of  the  Big  Black,  and  as  a  secondary  obstacle  to 
the  navigation  of  the '  Mississipp  ifaver.  Gen- 
eral Bowen  was  also  directed  to  look  well  to  the 
approaches  by  the  Bayou  Pierre;  He  subse- 
quently informed  me  that  he  had  prepared  for 
the  defence  on  both  sides  of  tfye  Bayou.  On  the 
twenty-second,  five  heavy  guns  were  mounted 
and  ready  for  service;  two  t)f  these  were  re- 
moved from  the  batteries  at  Vicksburg,  and  three 
intended  for  gunboats  being  built  in  the  Trans- 
Mississippi  Department,  were  detained  by  my 
order,  it  being  impracticable  to  obtain  them  else- 
where. At  the  same  time  the  enemy  commenced 
his  movement  to  reach  Vicksburg  by  the  Hush- 
puccana  and  Deer  Creek ;  another  expedition  was 
also  attempted  through  Steel's  Bayou,  via  Roll- 
ing Fork  and  the  Sunflower,  the  object  of  both 
being  to  enter  the  Yazoo  River,  above  Havnes 
Bluff;  in  these  designs  he  was  completely 
baffled.  Many  of  our  smaller  boats,  which  were 
also  fitted  for  the  navigation  of  these  streams, 
and  which  were  employed  in  the  tranportation 
of  supplies  for  Vicksburg,  were  necessarily 
diverted  from  this  purpose  to  transport  troops 
to  meet  and  repel  these  expeditions.  The  same 
interruption  m  \3hft  taoro^tatitarcL  wqwgoMfc 
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was  also  of  constant  occurrence  during  the  pro- 
tracted expedition  via  the  Yazoo  Pass. 

On  the  seventh  of  April  I  received  a  telegram 
from  the  President,  inquiring  as  to  the  practi- 
cability of  sending  reinforcements  to  (General 
Bragg,  in  Middle  Tennessee,  and  directing  me 
to  send  them  if  existing  circumstances  in  the 
department  would  admit  of  it 

On  the  same  day  I  informed  the  President  by 
telegram,  that  in  my  judgment  it  was  not  safe 
to  diminish  the  forces  in  this  department  at  that 
time.  On  the  ninth  of  April  I  telegraphed 
General  S.  Cooper,  A.  and  I.  G.,  as  follows: 
"  I  am  confident  that  few  reinforcements,  if  any, 
have  been  sent  to  Rosecrans  from  Grant;  no 
troops  whatever  are  reported  to  have  gone 
above  the  mouth  of  the  Yazoo  Pass.  I  endeavor 
to  keep  General  Johnston  advised  of  any  move- 
ment which  may  affect  his  army.  The  enemy 
is  constantly  in  motion  in  all  directions ;  he 
appears  now  to  be  particulary  engaged  with 
Deer  Creek,  by  land  from  Greenville.  I  have 
forces  there  to  meet  him.  It  is  reported,  but 
not  yet  confirmed,  that  a  movement  under 
McGernand,  in  large  force  by  land,  is  in  pro- 
gross  west  of  the  river  and  southward ;  I  doubt 
it  My  operations  west  of  the  Mississippi  must 
greatly  depend  on  the  movement  of  the  enemy's 
gunboats.  I  have  several  regiments  now  near 
New  Carthage.  I  will  inform  you  promptly  of 
anything  important,  and  if  I  ascertain  that  part 
f  of  Grant's  army  is  reinforcing  Rosecrans,  will 
dispatch  troops  to  General  Johnston  as  rapidly 
as  possible." 

On  the  eleventh  of  April,  I  again  telegraphed 
General  Cooper,  A.  and  I.  G.,  and  General  J.  E. 
Johnston,  at  Tullahoma,  as  follows :  "  A  scout 
from  Austin  reports  that  forty  transports,  loaded 
down,  but  without  troops,  passed  up  the  Mis- 
sissippi River,  on  the  third  and  fourth  instant" 
Brigadier-General  Chalmers  reports  that  EUett's 
marine  brigade  passed  up  the  Mississippi  on  the 
seventh.  The  same  evening,  three  gunboats 
and  nineteen  transports,  loaded  with  troops, 
passed  up — the  last  ten  boats  from  Tallahatchie, 
twenty  miles  up  Cold  Water,  on  Wednesday, 
going  up.  I  think  that  most  of  Grant's  forces 
are  being  withdrawn  to  Memphis." 

On  the  same  day  I  again  telegraphed  General 
Johnston  as  follows :  u  The  following  report  just 
received :  Scout  Kemp  reports : 4  Near  Byhalia  on 
the  tenth ;  the  enemy  is  strengthening  his  guard 
on  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad. 
Twelve  thousand  troops  passed  Memphis  going 
up  the  river,  on  the  seventh.  The  same  day, 
fifty  pieces  of  artillery  were  landed  at  Memphis, 
and  taken  to  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  depot 
Part  of  Grant's  army  reported  to  be  going  to 
Corinth,  and  down  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Rail- 
road— tne  balance  to  reinforce  Rosecrans.'  Law- 
sou  reports,  near  Memphis,  tenth:  'Marine 
brigade  gone  up  Cumberland  River :  also,  four- 
teen transports  and  two  gunboats  passed  up  the 
river  on  the  night  of  the  aevwrita.  wrap*  oC 
engineers  reached  MempYna  tiomtaVw '  *  Ksfc 
ing  on  these  and  other  coiio\>oratY&£  T«$ot\a 
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arrival  of  General  Lorenzo  Thomas 
d  the  enemy's  plans,  or  his  move- 
e  river  was  a  ruse.  I  ought  to  have 
rd's  brigade ;  certainly  no  more 
lid  leave  this  department  A  dis- 
Brigadier-General  Chalmers,  yester- 
lixty-four  boats  left  Memphis  since 
oaded  with  soldiers  and  negroes, 
/)  assault  Yicksburg.  The  raft  on 
,t  Snyder's  Mills,  has  given  way,  and 
estroyed ;  I  am,  therefore,  compelled 
m  the  batteries  there  at  the  expense 
•g.  General  Stevenson  reports  that 
passed  the  bend  last  night ;  one  was 
two  disabled ;  apparently,  the  other 
1  uninjured.  Indications  of  an  at- 
rsburg  are  so  strong,  that  I  am  not 
n  sending  any  more  troops  from  this 
"  From  information  received  after 
:h  was  sent,  I  learned  that  eight 
iy's  most  formidable  gunboats,  be- 
ansports  and  barges,  succeeded  in 
ly  on  the  sixteenth, 
a  very  difficult  matter  to  obtain  the 
awscrs  and  chains  for  the  raft  in 
ut  it  was  speedily  replaced  under  the 
nergetic  supervision  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Viy  request  for  the  return  of  the 
mrded  to  Middle  Tennessee  to  re- 
eral  Bragg,  was  immediately  com- 
A  portion  of  them,  however,  had 
ttanooga ;  the  remainder  were  halted 
1  at  various  points  on  the  route,  and 
^ere  restored  to  this  department  as 
practicable. 

iy's  vessels  of  war  occupying  the 
ten  Yicksburg  and  Grand  Gulf,  it 
ble  for  me  to  operate  effectually  in 
Kssissippi  Department,  to  prevent 
of  the  enemy  to  the  west  bank  of 

enteenth  April,  therefore,  I  addressed 
g  telegraphic  communication  to  Cap- 
ell,  A.  Q.  M.,  at  Natchez :  "  Forward 
g  to  Lieutenant-General  Smith,  or 
■al  Taylor,  viz.:  'For  the  want  of 
ry  transportation,  I  cauiiot  operate 
n  the  west  bank  of  the  river ;  the 
3w  in  force  at  New  Carthage  and 
I  beg  your  attention  to  this.' "  Cap- 
notified  me  at  once  that  this  dis- 
een  forwarded  by  courier, 
rhteenth,  I  addressed  a  second  corn- 
through  the  same  medium,  as  fol- 
uteijant-General  Smith,  or  Major- 
ior :  The  enemy  are  cutting  a  passage 
rung's  Point  to  Bayou  Vidal,to  reach 
ippi  River,  near  Now  Carthage ; 
>peration  it  is  impossible  to  oppose 
n  me  what  action  you  intend  to 
hese  communications,  and  to  a  sub- 
ot  twenty-second  April,  I  received 
itil  after  the  capitulation  of  Vicks- 
an  acknowledgment  of  the  receipt  of 
twenty-second,  dated  May  thirtieth, 


On  the  nineteenth,  reports  of  raids  in  Northern 
Mississippi,  from  several  points  in  Tennessee, 
reached  me.  All  the  available  cavalry  north  of 
the  Southern  Railroad  was  at  once  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  Brigadier-Generals  Ruggles  and 
Chalmers,  commanding  respectively  the  First 
and  Fifth  military  districts,  which  embraced  all 
the  northern  portion  of  the  State  of  Mississippi ; 
and  both  were  notified  of  the  expected  raids. 
Two  companies  of  cavalry  of  Ward's  Legion* 
alone  were  ordered  to  report  to  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Barton,  at  Warrenton.  One  of  ine  maraud- 
ing expeditions,  under  Colonel  Grierson,  which 
crossed  the  Tallahatchie  River  at  New  Albany, 
succeeded  in  passing  directly  through  the  State, 
and  eventually  joined  General  Banks'  forces  at 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana.  So  great  was  the  con- 
sternation created  by  this  raid,  that  it  was  im- 
possible to  obtain  any  reliable  information  of 
the  enemy '8  movements,  rumor  placing  him  in 
various  places  at  the  same  time. 

On  the  twentieth,  I  addressed  the  following 
telegram  to  General  Johnston:  "Can  you  not 
make  a  heavy  demonstration  with  cavalry  on 
the  Tallahatchie,  towards  Abbeville,  if  only  for 
fifty  milos  ?  The  enemy  are  endeavoring  to  com- 
pel a  diversion  of  my  troops  to  Northern  Missis- 
sippi." The  same  day  the  following  communi- 
cation was  addressed  to  General  Johnston  in 
response  to  one  from  him,  asking  if  I  could  not 
send  reinforcements  to  the  assistance  of  Colonel 
Roddy :  "  I  have  not  sufficient  force  to  give  any 
efficient  assistance  to  Colonel  Roddy.  The  ene- 
my are  advancing  from  Memphis,  via  Hernando ; 
from  Grand  Junction  and  LaGrange,  via  Holly 
Springs  and  Salem,  and  from  Corinth,  via  New 
Albany.  You  are  aware  that  I  have  but  a  feeble 
cavalry  force ;  but  I  shall  certainly  give  you  all 
the  aid  I  can.  I  have  literally  no  cavalry  from 
Grand  Gulf  to  Yazoo  City,  while  the  enemy  is 
threatening  to  pass  the  river  between  Vicks- 
burg  and  Grand  Gulf,  having  now  twelve  (12) 
vessels  below  the  former  place.  A  gunboat 
and  one  transport  passed  Austin  on  the  eight- 
eenth, having  m  tow  fifteen  flat-boats  or  pon- 
toons, with  twenty-five  skiffs  on  them.  Another 
transport  passed  Austin  on  the  nineteenth,  tow- 
ing sixteen  flats  or  pontoons." 

Brigadier-General  Ruggles  was  directed  to 
send  all  his  available  cavalry,  both  Confederate 
and  State,  at  once  towards  Corinth, as  a  diversion 
in  favor  of  Colonel  Roddy,  General  Johnston 
having  informed  me  that  a  superior  force  of  the 
enemy  from  Corinth  was  in  front  of  Roddy  at 
Tuscumbia,  and  desiring  me,  if  possible,  to  send 
aid  to  the  latter.  Having  no  available  cavalry 
to  meet  the  raid  of  Grierson,  which  was  ravag- 
ing the-  northern  portion  of  the  State,  I  endeav- 
ored to  employ  a  portion  of  Buford  s  brigade 
(infantry),  then  returning  to  the  department,  and 
directed  the  commanding  officer  of  the  First 
regiment,  on  his  arrival  at  Meridian,  to  remain 
until  further  orders,  to  protect  the  most  impor- 
tant points  on  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad, 
and  thereby  succeeded  in  saving  the  valuable 
property,  miic&m^rj,  ta.,  *\.  ^XfcY^Sas^ 
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which  town  the  enemy  advanced  and  demanded 
its  surrender ;  but  Major-Goneral  Loring  having 
reached  there  with  a  sufficient  force  of  infantry 
in  time,  their  object  was  frustrated.  The  enemy 
had  previously  succeeded  in  destroying  several 
miles  of  the  track  of  the  Southern  Railroad 
west  of  Chunky  River,  which  for  more  than 
a  week  greatly  delayed  the  transportation  of 
.troops,  and  entirely  prevented  that  of  supplies 
(except  bv  wagons)  from  our  depots  on  the 
Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad. 

To  meet  these  raids,  as  far  as  possible,  Major- 
General  Loring  was  placed  in  command  of  all 
the  troops  then  on  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Rail- 
road ;  he  was  directed  not  to  leave  the  line  of 
the  road  for  any  great  distance ;  to  keep  in  tele- 
graphic communication  with  me,  and  constantly 
to  advise  me  of  his  position ;  and  that,  opera- 
tions on  that  line  being  minor  in  importance  to 
those  upon  the  Mississippi  River,  his  troops 
must  be  so  disposed  as  to  enable  him  to  move 
them  in  that  direction  at  a  moment's  notice. 
The  same  day  the  following  communication  was 
addressed  to  General  Johnston  at  Tullahoma : 
M  Heavy  raids  are  making  from  Tennessee  deep 
into  this  State ;  one  is  reported  now  at  Stark- 
ville,  thirty  (30)  miles  west  of  Columbus.  Cav- 
alry is  indispensable  to  meet  these  expeditions ; 
the  little  I  have  is  in  the  field  there,  but  totally 
inadequate.  Could  vou  not  make  a  demonstra- 
tion with  a  cavalry  force  on  their  rear  ?" 

Another  expedition  having  been  reported 
moving  across  the  country  in  a  south-westerly 
direction  from  Pontotoc,  Brigadier-General  Fea- 
thcrston,  then  commanding  Fort  Pemberton,  on 
the  Yazoo,  was  ordered  to  move  without  delay 
toward  Duck  Hill,  or  Winona,  and  General 
Tilghman,  then  at  Canton,  was  directed  to  hold 
trams  in  readiness  to  move  to  Winona  at  a 
moment's  notice.  This  became  more  necessary 
as  a  heavy  column  of  infantry,  as  well  as  cav- 
alry, was  reported  moving  from  Memphis,  with 
the  supposed  view  of  taking  possession  of  Gre- 
nada. The  same  day  the  following  communica- 
tion was  telegraphed  to  General  Cooper,  A.  and 
I.  G. :  "I  have  so  little  cavalry  that  i  am  com- 
pelled to  direct  a  portion  of  my  infantry  to  meet 
raids  in  Northern  Mississippi.  If  any  troops 
can  possibly  be  spared  from  other  departments 
I  think  thev  should  be  sent  here."  Every  effort 
was  made  by  me  to  provide  cavalry  to  arrest 
Grierson's  raid,  also  to  accumulate  a  force  for 
•operations  in  the  direction  of  Warrenton,  and 
Grand  Gulf. 

Thinking  it  quite  as  probable  that  Grierson 
would  return  by  the  route  on  which  he  was 
advancing  as  that  he  would  continue  his  prog- 
ress southward,  on  the  twenty-fourth  Briga-  .  . 
dier-General  Chalmers,  at  Panula,  was  directed 
to  move  with  all  his  cavalry  and  light  artillery, 
via  Oxford,  to  Okolona,  to  intercept  the  force  of 
the  enemy  then  at  Newton  Station,  on  the  South- 
ern Railroad.  Captain  Henderson,  commanding 
special  scouts  at  Grenada,  \vaa  also  instructed  to 
send  couriers  to  GeneTaYa  AxjTAn^'fcufcHA,  «cA\  ^^WKvVj  s 
Ruggles,  notifying  tuose  on\cwa       teVs^raxa&x  QL^\a,*5A 
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rther  to  show  tiiat  consequent  upon 
cavalry,  I  was  compelled  to  employ 
thus  weaken  my  force  in  that  arm 
>rtant  points.  I  wrote  to  General 
March  twenty-fifth,  urgently  re- 
t  the  division  of  cavalry  under 
1  Van  Dorn,  which  had  been  sent 
:>f  Tennessee  for  special  and  tem- 
>ses,  might  be  returned  to  me. 
f  Tullahoma,  April  third,  Colonel  B. 
A.  G.,  replied  to  my  request  and 
ply  I  make  the  following  extract : 
ent  aspect  of  affairs,  General  Van 
r  is  much  more  needed  in  this  depart- 
that  of  Mississippi  and  East  Loui- 
tnot  be  sent  back  as  long  as  this 
£8  exists.  You  have  now  in  your 
ve  brigades  of  the  troops  you  most 
infantry,  belonging  to  trie  Army  of 
his  is  more  than  a  compensation 
ice  of  General  Van  Dora's  cavalry 

linate  this  subject  with  the  follow- 
addressed  to  General  Johnston,  at 
i  the  twenty-seventh  of  April : 
necessary  cavalry  may  be  to  the 
lessee,  it  is  indispensable  for  me 
ny  communications.  The  enemy 
t  Hazlehurst,  on  the  New  Orleans 
Railroad.  I  cannot  defend  every 
>  roads  with  infantry.  I  am  com- 
g  cavalry  here  from  Northern  Mis- 
thus  the  whole  of  that  section  of 
left  open  ;  further,  these  raids  en- 
al  positions." 

icemed  probable  that  the  enemy 
d  in  opening  a  navigable  canal 
eninsula  opposite  Vicksburg,  and 
t  extent  avoid  the  batteries  estab- 
"  directed  that  Grand  Gulf  should 
md  as  manv  heavy  guns  placed  in 
uld  be  witnout  too  much  weaken- 
:es  of  Vicksburg. 

hat  the  urgency  of  the  case  de- 
assumed  the  responsibility  of  de- 
fieavy  guns  en  rotUe  for  the  Trans- 
department,  and  withdrew  two 
le  batteries  at  Vicksburg.  Insuf- 
iew  this  battery  to  be,  it  was  the 
Id  place  there.  Fort  Pemberton, 
tchie,  then  occupied  our  attention ; 

large  force  by  land  and  water, 
all  his  energies  against  the  posi- 
view  of  turning  the  right  flank  of 
id  every  available  gun  was  re- 
i  defence.  This  necessity  con- 
it  until  the  fall  of  the  rivers  ren- 
proach  by  water  impracticable, 
as  not  selected  as  a  position  for 
but  for  the  protection  of  the 
Big  Black,  and  also  as  a  precau- 
ro  against  the  passage  of  trans- 
the  canal  before  referred  to  prove 
ich  then  seemed  highly  probable, 
arj  works  were,  however,  con- 
r  the  direction  of  Brigadier-Gen- 
7.  36 


eral  Bowen,  to  defend  the  batteries  against  an 
assault  from  the  river  front,  and  against  a  direct 
attack  from  or  across  Big  Black.  When,  how- 
ever, the  enemy  succeeded  in  passing  sufficient 
transports  to  cross  his  troops  from  the  west  bank 
of  the  river,  below  Grand  Gulf — there  being  a 
practicable  route  by  which  to  move  his  land 
forces  from  above  Vicksburg  to  a  point  nearly 
opposite  Bruinsburg — the  position  of  Grand  Gulf 
itself  lost  most  of  its  value ;  but  so  great  were 
bis  facilities  of  transportation,  and  so  rapid  his 
movements,  that  it  was  impracticable  to  with- 
draw the  heavy  guns.  The  only  means  of  sub- 
sisting an  army  south  of  Big  Black,  are  from 
Vicksburg  or  Jackson ;  the  former  requiring  a 
transportation  by  dirt  road  of  forty,  and  the 
latter  of  fifty-five  miles,  in  addition  to  that  by 
rail.  Without  cavalry  I  could  not  have  pro- 
tected my  own  communications,  much  less  have 
cut  those  of  the  enemy. 

To  have  marched  an  army  across  Big  Black 
of  sufficient  strength  to  warrant  a  reasonable 
hope  of  successfully  encountering  his  very  su- 
perior forces,  would  have  stripped  Vicksburg 
and  its  essential  flank  defences  of  their  garrisons, 
and  the  city  itself  might  have  fallen  an  easy  prey 
into  the  eager  hands  of  the  enemy. 

The  enemy  having  succeeded,  on  the  night  of 
April  sixteenth  (as  heretofore  related),  in  pass- 
ing the  batteries  at  Vicksburg  with  a  number  of 
his  gunboats  and  transports,  and  the  report  of  a 
heavy  movement  ^south ward  on  the  Louisiana 
shore  being  fully  confirmed,  I  immediately  made 
the  necessary  dispositions  for  more  perfectly 
guarding  all  points  between  Vicksburg  and  Grand 
Gulf,  and  reinforced  Brigadier-General  Bowen 
with  Green's  brigade,  the  Sixth  Mississippi  reg- 
iment, the  First  Confederate  battalion,  and  a 
battery  of  field  artillery.  Other  troops  were 
collected  on  the  line  of  the  railroad  between 
Jackson  and  the  Big  Black  Bridge,  and  measures 
were  taken  to  get  the  troops  that  were  being 
returned  from  Middle  Tennessee  into  such  posi- 
tions that  they  could  be  readily  moved  at  a  mo- 
ment's notice. 

Major-General  Stevenson  was  directed  to  place 
five  thousand  men  in  easy  supporting  distance 
of  Warrenton,  in  addition  to  the  brigade  already 
there.  Major  Lockett,  my  Chief  Engineer,  was 
sent  to  Grand  Gulf.  On  the  twenty-second  I  ad- 
dressed a  communication  to  Lieutenant-General 
E.  K.  Smith,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  one 
from  him  of  the  fifteenth,  asking  my  co-opera- 
tion on  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi,  and 
stating  my  inability  to  do  so  because  of  the  ene- 
my's gunboats  in  the  river,  and  from  want  of 
transportation,  and  a^ain  asking  his  co-operation 
in  front  of  Grand  Gulf  and  New  Carthage.  The 
following  telegram  was  addressed  to  Major- 
General  Stevenson  on  the  twenty-third :  "  I  con- 
sider, it  essential  that  communications,  at  least 
for  infantry,  should  be  made  by  the  shortest 
practicable  route  to  Grand  Gulf.  The  indica- 
tions now  are  that  the  attack  will  not  be  made 
on  yonr  front  ox  t\^\»,«sA*^  Vtw^&T&N.^taRr 
lutely  neceroaxy  to  Yk>W  ta&  ^ort\&  «£Tt&&ns% 


then  at  Meridian,  was  ordered  to  send  two  ot  Jus 
regiments  across  the  break  on  the  Southern 
Railroad,  near  Chunky  River,  and  Colonels  Far- 
rell  and  Reynolds,  who  were  west  of  the  break, 
were  ordered  to  proceed  immediately  to  Jack- 
son. Major-General  Buckner,  commanding  at 
Mobile,  was  notified  that  I  should  look  to  him 
to  assist  mo  in  protecting  the  Mobile  and  Ohio 
Railroad,  as  I  required  all  tho  troops  I  could 
spare  to  strengthen  General  Bowen.  Major-Gen- 
eral Gardner,  at  Port  Hudson,  was  also  ordered  to 
move  Gregg's  brigade  rapidly  to  Jackson.  Bri- 
gadier-General Tilghman,  then  on  the  Mississippi 
Central  Railroad,  was  directed  to  move  promptly 
with  all  his  troops  (save  bridge  guards)  to  Jack- 
sou.  Major  Clark,  commanding  at  Brookhaven, 
was  instructed  to  send  couriers  to  all  cavalry 
commanders  near  him,  ordering  them  to  move 
towards  Grand  Gulf,  with  directions  not  to  en- 
counter the  main  body  of  the  enemy,  but  to 
harass  him  in  the  rear  and  flank.  Similar  instruc- 
tions were  forwarded  to  Osvka  and  Hazlehurst 
To  General  Johnson,  at  Tullalioma,  the  follow- 
ing telegram  was  sent:  "The  enemy  is  at 
Hard  Times,  La.,  in  large  force,  with  barges  and 
transports,  indicating  an  attack  on  Grand  Gulf 
with  a  view  to  Vicksburg.  I  must  look  to  the 
Army  of  Tennessee  to  protect  the  approaches 
through  Northern  Mississippi."  The  following, 
also,  to  Major-General  Stevenson,  at  Vicksburg : 
"  Hold  five  thousand  men  in  readiness  to  move 
to  Grand  Gulf,  and  on  the  requisition  of  Briga- 
dier-General Bowen  move  them.  With  your 
batteries  and  rifle-pits  manned,  the  city  front  is 
impregnable."  To  General  Bowen,  at  the  same 
time,  the  following  was  sent :  "  I  have  directed 
General  Stevenson  to  have  five  thousand  men 
ready  to  move  on  your  requisition,  but  do  not 


Jtsrown,  ot  tne  'I'wentaetn  Misn 
mounted  men  of  his  regiment, 
the  same  place  on  the  twenty 
J.  D.  Bradford,  a  good  artillery 
to  replace  the  lamented  Colons 
of  Artillery.  Between  twelve 
p.x  m.,  on  the  thirtieth,  Brigadi 
win,  with  his  brigade  of  Smil 
crossed  the  Big  Black  at  Hanki 
nine  o'clock  a.  m..  May  first,  G 
formed  me,  by  telegraph — his 
in  position  three  miles  south  < 
that  General  Baldwin  was  ea 
place.  On  the  same  day  Gen 
graphed  me  that  prisoners  tai 
Clernand  in  command ;  that  th 
lauded,  one  of  which  took  the 
from  Rodney,  and  that  the  er 
estimated  at  twenty  thousand 
however,  "  I  disbelieve  the  rer, 
si.,  the  same  dav,  General  Bi 
that  he  still  held  his  position 
hard  pressed,  and  concluded 
Major-General  Loring  would 
he  was  notified,  by  telegram, 
gade  from  Vicksburg  was  en 
aim,  and  would  probably  rea< 
jor-General  Loring  could  arr 
At  5.30  p.  11.,  he  informed  me 
back  across  the  Bayou  Pierre, 
endeavor  to  hold  that  positio 
of  reinforcements.  Oil  reach 
about  eighteen  miles  from  G 
General  Loring,  learning  that 
Bowen  had  fallen  back  before 
Fort  Gibson,  in  the  direction 
rected  two  regiments  and  s 
Tilghman's  brigade,  which  ha 

c  xl.  T>:_  Dl_  „t_  t>_:  j   j. 
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3d  out ;  previous .  to  crossing  the  river, 
rever,  Colonel  A.  W.  Reynolds'  brigade,  of 
reason's  division,  had  arrived.   Not  having 
-«i  from  General  Bowen  after  5.30  p.  m.,  on 
i«  ^  first  instant,  I  dispatched  him,  via  Rocky 
>riogB,  on  the  morning  of  the  second,  as  fol- 
z  "If  you  are  holding  your  position  on  the 
*3rot*-  Pierre,  and  your  communication  is  open 
w  tlx&  Big  Black  to  this  place,  continue  to  hold 
*      I  am  informed  that  you  have  fallen  back  to 
*«*ici  Grulf ;  if  tliis  is  so.  carry  out  my  iustruc- 
Ma»  just  sent  in  cipher."  These  instructions 
F**e»  in  case  he  had  fallen  back  to  Grand  Gulf, 
*iac**  is  a  cuUle-tac,  to  destroy  his  heavy  guns, 
® xi oli  stores  as  could  not  be  transported,  and 
^vor  to  retire  across  the  Big  Black.  The 
brigade  of  Major-General  Stevenson's  di- 
^£r*»     which  had  been  Iiurried  forward  to 
■Jj'or-Q^  Bowen,  with  the  hope  of  enabling  him 
,  his  position  on  the  Bayou  Pierre ;  or,  in 

,?  should  be  compelled  to  fall  back,  to  pro- 

retreat,  had  not  all  arrived  when  the 
Jr^**^*  column,  under  Major-General  leering, 
i*^X-S?ace<*  crossing  the  Big  Black,  at  Hankin- 

fv  *^crry. 

a  V?^  the  details  of  the  battle  of  Port  Gibson, 
^^•^"fc  of  casualties,  &c.,  I  beg  to  Tefer  to  the 
e  report  of  Brigadier-General  Bowen,  and 

^pP01*3  °^  ^i8  subordinate  commanders, 
^  *  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith ; 

0Jr"*^o  the  report  of  Major-General  Loring,  who 
^T^^Bnded  tne  retreat,  after  the  column  had 
put  in  motion  bv  Brigadier-General  Bowen. 
^J^^ttgst  the  slain  whom  the  country  deplores,  I 
^  fe*xst  to  mention  Brigadier-General  E.  I).  Tracy, 
^A^tave  and  Bkilful  officer,  who  fell  where  it  is 
soldier's  pride  to  fall,  at  the  post  of  duty 
^jjd  of  danger.   Tliough  disastrous  in  its  results, 
**le  bloody  encounter  in  front  of  Port  Gibson, 
Hobly  illustrated  the  valor  and  constancy  of  our 
troops,  and  shed  additional  lustre  upon  the  Con- 
federate arms.   Confronted  by  overwhelming 
numbers,  the  heroic  Bowen  and  his  gallant 
officers  and  men  maintained  the  unequal  contest 
for  many  hours,  with  a  courage  and  obstinacy 
rarely  equalled ;  and  though  they  failed  to  secure 
a  victory,  the  world  will  do  them  the  justice  to 
gay  they  deserved  it    With  a  moderate  cavalry 
force  at  my  disposal,  I  am  firmly  convinced  that 
the  Federal  army,  under  General  Grant,  would 
have  been  unable  to  maintain  its  communica- 
tions with  the  Mississippi  River ;  and  that  the 
attempt  to  reach  Jackson  and  Vicksburg  from 
that  base  would  have  been  as  signally  defeated 
in  May,  1863,  as  a  like  attempt  from  another 
base  had,  by  the  employment  of  cavalry,  been 
defeated  in  December,  1862.   The  repulse  of 
General  Bowen  at  Port  Gibson,  and  our  conse- 
quent withdrawal  to  the  north  bank  of  the  Big 
Slack,  rendered  it  necessary  that  I  should,  as 
rapidly  as  possible,  concentrate  my  whole  force 
for  the  defence  of  Vicksburg  from  an  attack  in 
the  rear  by  Grant's  army,  which  was  hourly 
swelling  its  numbers.   Orders,  therefore,  were 
immediately  transmitted  to  the  officers  in  com- 
znand  at  Grenada,  Columbus  and  Jackson,  to 


move  all  available  forces  to  Vicksburg  as  rapidly 
as  possible. 

Cm  the  morning  of  the  third,  two  of  the 
enemy's  barges,  loaded  with  hospital  and  com- 
missary stores,  were  destroyed  in  attempting  to  . 
pass  the  batteries  at  Vicksburg.  On  the  fifth,  I 
telegraphed  General  Johnston  that :  "  Six  thou- 
sand cavalry  should  be  used  to  keep  my  com- 
munications open,  and  that  the  enemy  advancing 
on  ine  was  double  what  I  could  bring  into  the 
field."  To  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  War  I 
sent  the  following  telegram,  under  date  of  May 
sixth :  "  General  Beauregard  sends  but  two  bri- 
gades, perhaps  not  five  thousand  men.  This  is 
a  very  insufficient  number.  The  stake  is  a  great 
one.   I  can  see  nothing  so  important" 

On  the  seventh  the  President  notified  me  that 
all  the  assistance  in  his  power  to  send  should  be 
forwarded,  and  that  it  was  deemed  necessary  to 
hold  Port  Hudson  as  a  means  of  keeping  up  our 
communications  with  the  Trans-Mississippi  De- 
partment. 

Major-General  Gardner,  who,  with  Brigadier- 
General  Maxcey  and  live  thousand  (5,000)  men, 
Itad  previously  been  ordered  to  Jackson  to  re- 
inforce this  army,  was  immediately  directed  to 
send  Maxcey 'b  brigade  rapidly  forward,  and  to 
return  himself,  with  two  thousand  (2,000)  men, 
to  Port  Hudson,  and  hold  the  place  at  all  haz- 
ards. On  the  seventh,  indications  rendered  it 
probable  that  the  enemy  would  inake  a  raid  on 
Jackson ;  the  staff  departments,  therefore,  and 
all  valuable  stores,  were  ordered  to  be  removed 
east  In  the  meantime  my  troops  were  so  dis- 
posed as  to  occupy  the  Warrenton  and  Hall's 
Ferry  road,  which  afforded  great  facilities  for 
concentration,  and  various  positions  on  the  Bald- 
win's Ferry  road,  and  from  thence  .between 
Bovina  and  Edwards  Depot — each  division  be- 
ing in '  good  supporting  distance  of  the  other. 
Cilonel  Waul,  commanding  Fort  Pemberton,  was 
directed  to  leave  a  garrison  of  three  hundred 
men  at  that  place,  and  proceed  with  the  remain- 
der of  his  force  to  Snyder's  Mills.  On  the  tenth, 
information  was  received  from  a  scouting  party 
that  visited  Cayuga  and  Utica,  where  the  enemy 
had  recently  been,  that  his  cavalry  force  was 
about  two  thousand,  and  that  he  was  supposed 
to  be  moving  on  Vicksburg.  My  dispositions 
were  made  accordingly,  and  every  effort  was 
used  to  collect  all  the  cavalry  possible.  Such  as 
could  be  obtained  was  placed  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Wirt  Adams,  who  was  directed 
to  harass  the  enemy  on  his  line  of  march,  cut 
his  communications  wherever  practicable,  patrol 
the  country  thoroughly,  and  to  keep  Brigadicr- 
Goneral  Gregg  (who  has  just  ariived  with  his 
brigade  from  Port  Hudson,  and  was  then  at 
Raymoud)  fully  advised  of  the  enemy's  move- 
ments. On  the  eloventh,  Brigadier-General  John 
Adams,  commanding  at  Jackson,  was  directed  to 
hurry  forward,  as  fast  as  they  could  arrive,  the 
troops  from  South  Carolina,  to  reinforce  Briga- 
dier-General Gregg  at  Raymond.  At  this  time, 
inf ormatvou  vf  a»  tvsccvn  ^  it 
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Baldwin's  Ferry,  and  Gregg  was  notified  accord-  His  Excellei 

ingly,  and  informed  that  the  enemy's  movements  date, 

were  apparently  towards  the  Big*  Black  Bridge,  The  divisi 

'  and  not,  as  had  been  supposed,  against  Jackson,  Stevenson  ra 

On  the  twelfth,  the  following  was  addressed  to  pied  betweei 

Major-General  Stevenson:  "From  information  to  Edwards' 

received,  it  is  evident  the  enemy  is  advancing  directed  to  1 

in  forco  on  Edwards  Depot  and  Big  Black  General  Lori 

Bridge ;  hot  skirmishing  has  been  going  on  all  the  twelfth,  I 

the  morning,  and  tho  enemy  are  at  Fourteen-  to  be  neaxei 

mile  Creek ;  you  must  move  up  with  your  whole  The  commas 

division  to  the  support  of  Loring  and  Bowen,  the  thirteenth 

at  the  bridge,  leaving  Baldwin's  and  Moore's  ering  all  appi 

brigades  to  protect  your  right."  In  consequenoe  the  following 

of  this  information,  Brigadier-General  Gregg  Loring  in  th 

was  ordered  not  to  attack  the  enemy  until  he  This  positioi 

was  engaged  at  Edwards  or  the  bridge,  but  to  the  thirteenth 

be  ready  to  fall  on  his  rear  or  flank  at  any  mo-  On  the  thirt 

ment,  and  to  bo  particularly  cautious  not  to  allow  sent  to  Gene: 

himself  to  be  flanked  or  taken  in  tho  rear.  Thus,  ports  from  V 

it  will  bo  seen  that  every  measure  had  been  ports  loaded 

taken  to  protect  Edwards'  Depot  and  Big  Black  Point  this  m 

Bridge,  and  by  offering  or  accepting  battle  to  tery  passed 

endeavor  to  preserve  my  communications  with  Wagon  trainf 

the  east.  My  reinforce 

At  this  juncture,  however,  the  battle  of  Ray-  rive  very  si 

mond  was  fought  by  a  large  body  of  the  enemy's  should  also  b 

forces,  and  one  brigade  of  our  troops,  under  the  to  draw  larg 

command  of  Brigadier-Genera!  Gregg.  General  to  c( 

I  have  received  no  official  report  ot  that  affair,  son.   I  am  in 

and  hence  cannot  say  how  it  was  fought,  or  by  Edwards'  Du] 

whom  the  engagement  was  brought  on.   Unoih-  On  the  mc 

cial  information  represents  Brigadier-General  my  way  from 

Gregg  and  his  small  command  to  have  behaved  ceived  the  fc 

with  great  gallantry  and  steadiness ;  but  after  teenth,  from  < 

an  obstinate  conflict  of  several  hours,  they  were  "  I  have  latel 

finally  overwhelmed  by  superior  numbers  and  Sherman  is  1 

compelled  to  retire.   The  command  was  with-  Clinton.   It  i 

drawn  in  good  order,  and  retired  to  Jackson.  ideations  thai 

On  the  fourteenth,  a  large  body  of  the*  enemy  ticable,  come 

made  their  appearance  in  front  of  Jackson,  the  such  a  detach 

capital  of  the  State.   After  some  fighting,  our  the  troops 

troops  were  withdrawn,  and  the  enemy  took  !  strength  you 

possession  of  the  place ;  but  as  General  John-  brought ;  tim 

ston  was  commanding  there  in  person,  his  official  replied  as  f< 

report,  which  has  doubtless  gone  forward,  will  have  the  hon 

furnish  all  the  information  required.  communicatic 

On  the  twelfth,  the  following  telegram  was  available  for 

sent  to  General  Johnston :    The  enemy  is  ap-  Edwards'  D< 

parently  moving  his  heavv  force  towards  Ed-  about  fifteen 

wards'  Depot,  on  the  Soutnern  Railroad :  with  Tilghman's  1 

my  limited  force,  I  will  do  all  I  can  to  meet  him ;  Baldwin's  Fei 

that  will  bo  the  battle-field  if  I  can  forward  suffi-  rear  of  my  c 

cient  force,  leaving  troops  enough  to  secure  the  fifteen  to  tw 

safety  of  this  place  (Vicksburg).    Reinforce-  Ferry  will  be 

ments  are  arriving  very  slowly,  only  one  thous-  hold  Vicksbu 

and  five  hundred  having  arrived  as  yet   I  ur-  ions,  extendii 

gently  ask  that  more  be  sent ;  also,  that  three  ton,  number! 

thousand  cavalry  be  at  once  sent  to  operate  on  hundred  men 

this  line.   I  urge  this  as  a  positive  necessity,  several  days, 

The  enemy  largely  outnumber  me,  and  I  am  straggle  very 

obliged  to  hold  back  a  large  force  at  the  ferries  do  not  think  ; 

on  Big  Black,  lest  he  cross  and  take  this  place,  that  Vicksbu 

I  am  also  compelled  to  \wae\>  coiu&faiffaVe  \otq*\  *X  ^\th.  ■ 
on  either  flank  of  Vickaburg,  o\rt,  ot  w^yot^A   ^»  VVJ^ 

distance."   Tho  same  dispatcb       *\&o  Nol  \w 
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i  enemy,  constituting  an  entire 
aerically  greater  than  my  whole 
in  the  field  ;  besides  the  enemy 
n  equal  force  to  the  south,  on 
vhich  would  be  nearer  to  Vicks- 
elf  in  case  I  should  make  the 
3sed.  I  had,  moreover,  positive 
.t  he  was  daily  increasing  his 
)  learned,  on  reaching  Edwards' 
s  division  of  the  enemy  (A.  J. 
t,  or  near,  Dillons.  Tnis  con- 
3  opinion,  previously  expressed, 
ent  indicated  by  General  John- 
nely  hazardous.  I  accordingly 
of  war  of  all  the  General  offi- 
ad  placing  the  subject  before 
General  Johnston's  dispatch)  in 
arhich  it  appeared  to  me,  asked 
eepectively.  A  majority  of  the 
expressed  themselves  favorable 
Qt  indicated  by  General  John- 
iers,  including  Major-Generals 
venson,  preferred  a  movement 
aiy  might  attempt  to  cut  off  the 
s  from  the  Mississippi  River. 
were  strongly  expressed  as  un- 
advance  which  might  separate 
n  Vicksburg,  which  was  my 
however,  see  fit  to  put  my  own 
pinions  so  far  in  opposition  as 
>vement  altogether,  but  believ- 
raibility  of  success  to  be  in  the 
the  enemy's  communications,  it 
d  the  following  dispatch  was 
aeral  Johnston :  "  Edwards'  De- 
i — I  shall  move  as  early  to-mor- 
)racticable  with  a  column  of  sev- 
tand  men  to  Dillon's,  situated  on 
eading  from  Raymond  to  Port 
id  a  half  miles  below  Raymond, 
alf  miles  from  Edwards'  Depot 
3  cut  the  enemy's  communica- 
;c  him  to  attack  me,  as  I  do  not 
e  sufficient  to  justify  an  attack 
i  position  or  to  attempt  to  cut 
on.  At  this  point  your  nearest 
vould  be  through  Raymond.  I 
I  could  join  my  reinforcements, 
be  most  practicable  for  the 
:o  come  by  Raymond  (leaving 
if  the  march  cannot  be  made 
nd)f  or  to  move  them  west 
'  railroad  (leaving  it  to  the  left 
le  line  of  march)  to  Bolton's 
ther  point  west  of  it,  you  must 
either  movement  I  should  be 
ie  time  and  road,  so  that  co-op- 
ad  to  enable  the  reinforcements 
a.  I  send  you  a  map  of  the 
rill  furnish  you  with  a  correct 
s  and  localities."  Pursuant  to 
•wn  in  this  dispatch,  the  army 
ion  on  the  fifteenth,  about  one 
in  accordance  with  the  follow- 


4 '  Hkadquabters  Department  MftEi*ipn  axd  E. ) 
"  Locisuxu,  Edwards'  Depot,  v 
••May  14,  1868.  J 

"  Special  Orders. 

14  This  army  will  move  to  morrow  morning,  fif- 
teenth inst,  in  the  direction  of  Raymond,  on  the 
military  road,  in  the  following  order : 

"  1st  Colonel  Wirt  Adams'  cavalry  will  form 
the  advance  guard,  keeping  at  least  one  mile  in 
advance  of  the  head  of  the  column,  throwing 
out  one  company  in  front  of  his  column  and  a 
small  detachment  in  its  advance,  besides  the 
flankers  upon  his  column  when  practicable. 

"  2d.  Loring's  division  will  constitute  the  right 
and  the  advance  in  the  line  of  march.  He  will 
throw  a  regiment  of  infantry  with  a  section  of 
artillery  at  least  two  hundred  yards  in  his  front, 
with  a  company  of  infantry  at  least  seventy-five 
yards  in  its  advance,  all  with  the  necessary  de- 
tachments and  flankers. 

"  3d.  Bowen's  division  will  constitute  the  oen- 
tre,  and  will  follow  the  leading  division. 

u  4th.  Stevenson's  division  will  constitute  the 
left,  bringing  up  the  rear  of  the  column. 

"  5th  The  artillery  of  each  brigade  will  march 
in  the  rear  of  the  brigade. 

"  6th.  The  ambulances  of  each  brigade  will 
follow  in  the  rear  of  their  brigade. 

44  7th.  The  ordnance  waeons  of  each  division 
will  follow  in  the  rear  of  their  division. 

"  8th.  The  wagon  train  will  follow  in  the  rear 
of  the  entire  column. 

"  9th.  Should  Tilghman's  brigade  arrive  after 
the  departure  of  the  column,  it  will  constitute, 
with  a  field  battery,  the  rear  guard,  following 
immediately  in  the  rear  of  the  wagon  train. 

"  10  th.  A  company  of  Wirt  Adams'  cavalry 
will  close  the  order  of  march. 

"11th.  The  wagon  train  will  follow  in  the  or- 
der of  division,  that  is  to  say,  the  wagon  train  of 
Loring's  division  in  the  right  of  the  train  ;  that 
of  Bowen's  division  in  the  centre,  &c.  Quar- 
termasters, Commissaries  and  Ordnance  Officers, 
will  remain  with  their  trains,  unless  otherwise 
ordered. 

"  Straggling,  always  disgraceful  in  an  army,  is 
particularly  forbidden.  Stringent  orders  will 
be  issued  by  the  division  commanders  to  pre- 
vent this  evil ;  the  rear  guard  is  especially  in- 
structed to  permit  no  one  to  fall  to  the  rear  un- 
der any  circumstances." 

A  continuous  and  heavy  rain  had  made  Ba- 
ker's Creek  impassable  by  the  ordinary  ford 
on  the  main  Raymond  roaa,  where  the  country 
bridge  had  been  washed  away  by  previous 
freshets ;  in  consequence  of  this  the  march  was 
delayed  for  several  hours,  but  the  water  not 
falling  sufficiently  to  make  the  creek  fordable, 
the  column  was  directed  by  the  Clinton  road,  on 
which  was  a  good  bridge,  and  after  passing  the 
creek  upwards  of  one  and  a  half  miles,  was 
filed  to  the  right  along  a  neighborhood  road,  so 
as  to  strike  the  Raymond  road  about  three  and 
a  half  miles  from  Edwards'  Depot.  The  march 
was  continued  until  the  head  of  the  column  had 
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passed  Mrs.  Elliston's  house,  where  it  was  halted 
and  the  troops  bivouacked  in  order  of  march. 

I  made  my  headquarters  at  Mrs.  Elliston's, 
where  I  found  Major^General  Loring  had  also 
established  his.  The  divisions  of  Generals  Ste- 
venson and  Bowen  having  been  on  the  march 
until  past  midnight,  and  die  men  considerably 
fatigued ;  desiring  also  to  receive  reports  of  re- 
connoissances  made  in  my  front  before  proceed- 
ing further,  I  did  not  issue  orders  to  continue 
the  movement  at  an  early  hour  the  following 
morning. 

Immediately  on  my  arrival  at  Mrs.  Elliston's, 
on  the  night  of  the  fifteenth,  I  sent  for  Colonel 
Wirt  Adams,  commanding  the  cavalry,  and  gave 
him  the  necessary  instructions  for  picketing  all 
approaches  in  my  front,  and  directed  him  to 
send  out  scouting  parties  to  discover  the  ene- 
my's whereabouts.  I  also  made  strenuous  ef- 
forts to  effect  the  same  object  through  citizens, 
but  without  success.  Nothing  unusual  occurred 
during  the  night  On  the  morning  of  the  six- 
teenth, at  about  half  past  six  o'clock,  Colonel 
Wirt  Adams  reported  to  me  that  his  pickets 
were  skirmishing  with  tho  enemy  on  the  Ray- 
mond road,  some  distance  in  our  front  While 
in  conversation  with  him  a  courier  arrived  and 
handed  me  the  following  dispatch  from  General 
Johnston : 

"  Caxto*  Road,  vet  ktxjb  rov  Jackbox,  \ 
u  May  16,  1863,  8.30  A.  X.  j 

"  Our  being  compelled  to  leave  Jackson  makes 
your  plan  impracticable.  The  only  mode  by 
which  we  can  unite  is  by  your  moving  directly 
to  Clinton,  informing  me  that  we  may  move  to 
that  point  with  about  six  thousand  men.  I  have 
no  means  of  estimating  the  enemy's  force  at 
Jackson.  The  principal  officers  here  differ  very 
widely,  and  I  fear  he  will  fortify  if  time  is  left 
him.   Let  me  hear  from  you  immediately. 

"  General  Maxcey  was  ordered  back  to  Brook- 
haven,  you  probably  have  timo  to  make  him 
join  you— do  so  before  he  has  time  to  move 
away." 

'  I  immediately  directed  a  counter-march,  or 
rather  a  retrograde  movement  by  reversing  the 
column  as  it  then  stood,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
turning towards  Edwards'  Depot  to  take  the 
Brownsville  road,  and  thence  to  proceed  towards 
Clinton  by  a  route  north  of  tne  railroad.  A 
written  reply  to  General  Johnston's  instructions, 
in  which  I  notified  him  that  the  countermarch 
had  been  ordered,  and  that  the  route  I  should 
take,  was  dispatched  in  haste,  and  without  al- 
lowing myself  sufficient  time  to  take  a  copy. 

Just  as  this  reverse  movement  commenced, 
the  enemy  drove  in  Colonel  Wirt  Adams'  cavalry 
pickets,  and  opened  with  artillery  at  long  range, 
on  the  head  of  my  column  on  the  Raymond  road ; 
not  knowing  whether  this  was  an  attack  in  force, 
or  simply  an  armed  reconnoissance,  and  being 
anxious  to  obey  the  instructions  of  General 
Johnston,  I  directed  tho  continuance  of  the 
movement,  giving  the  neceasary  \n*\r^ofooT» \  \t^^ym&  > 
for  securing  the  safety  of  t\ve  wa^on.  taasu  T!Y\fe  \  ^te^ 
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»d  that  there  was  no  important  force  in 
rtsv   4)ront,  I  dispatched  several  staff  officers  in 
■ucccession   to  Major-General  Loring, 
ering  him  to  move  all  but  one  brigade  (Tilgh- 
*      w  which  was  directed  to  hold  the  Raymond 
rod  cover  the  bridge  and  ford  at  Baker's 
to  the  left  as  rapidly  as  possible.   To  the 
of  these  messages  sent  about  two  p.  m.,  an- 
roa-   "Ww  returned  by  Major-general  Loring  that 
enemy  was  in  strong  force  in  his  front  and 
£S^<fc Coring  to  flank  him. 
**«»riiig  no  firing  on  the  right,  I  repeated  my 
to  Major-General  Loring,  explained  to 
"tli©  condition  of  affairs  on  the  left,  and 
a  nmi  toPut  D*8  two       brigades  into 

^ght  as  soon  as  possible.   In  the  transmis- 
J?  °f  these  various  messages  to  and  fro,  over 
O*^*****06  of  more  than  a  mile,  much  valuable 
^     ^v-«ls  necessarily  consumed,  which  the  enemy 
0^ J^Qt;  fail  to  take  advantage  of.   About  four 
i^^^^^k  p.  m.,  a  part  of  Stevenson's  division  broke 
^^ry  *fcnd  fell  back  in  great  disorder,  but  was 
fc^.7**^lly  rallied  by  the  strenuous  exertions  of 
and  staff,  and  put  back  under  their  own 
sfcXw^*®  into  the  fight ;  but  observing  that  largo 
^^**^>ers  of  men  were  abandoning  the  field  on 
\^^^r©n8on'8  left — deserting  their  comrades  who, 
Mils  moment  of  greatest  trial,  stood  manfully 
^^jkfeir  postfrr-I  rode  up  to  General  Stevenson, 
^T**  informing  him  that  I  had  repeatedly  ordered 
brigades  of  General  Loring's  division  to  his 
^■sistance,  and  that  I  was  momentarily  expect- 
ing them,  asked  him  whether  he  could  hold  his 
position.    He  replied  that  he  could  not ;  that 
he  was  fighting  from  sixty  thousand  to  eighty 
thousand  men.   I  then  told  him  I  would  en- 
v    deavor  myself  to  find  General  Loring,  and  hasten 
him  up,  and  started  immediately  with  that 
object.     I   presently  met  Brigadier-General 
x   Biuord's  brigade,  of  Loring's  division,  on  the 
march,  and  in  rear  of  the  right  of  Bowcn's 
r  division. 

Colonel  Cockrell,  commanding  the  First  Mis- 
souri brigade,  having  in  person,  Bonie  time 
previously,  urgently  asked  for  reinforcements, 
-which  {none  oi  Loring's  troops  having  couie  up) 
I  was  tiien  unable  to  give  him,  one  regiment  of 
Buford's  brigade  was  detached  at  once,  and 
directed  to  his  support ;  the  remainder  of  Bu- 
ford's brigade  was  moved  as  rapidly  as  possible 
to  the  assistance  of  General  Stevenson.  Finding 
that  the  enemy's  vastly  superior  numbers  were 
pressing  all  my  forces  engaged  steadily  back 
into  old  fields,  where  all  advantages  of  position 
would  be  in  his  favor,  I  felt  it  to  bo  too  late  to 
nave  the  day,  even  should  Brigadier-General 
Featherstone's  brigade,  of  General  Loring's  di- 
vision, come  up  immediately.  I  could,  however, 
learn  nothing  of  General  Loring's  whereabouts ; 
several  of  my  staff  wore  in  search  of  him,  but  it 
was  not  until  after  General  Bowen  had  per- 
sonally informed  me  that  he  could  not  hold  his 
position  longer,  and  not  until  after  I  had  ordered 
the  retreat,  that  General  Loring  with  Feather- 
stone's  brigade,  moving,  as  I  subsequently 
learned,  by  a  country  road,  which  was  consider- 


ably longer  than  the  direct  route,  reached  tho 
position  on  the  left,  known  as  Champions  Hill, 
where  he  was  forming  line  of  battle,  when  he 
received  my  orders  to  cover  the  retreat.  Had 
the  movement  in  support  of  the  left  been 
promptly  made  when  first  ordered,  it  is  not 
improbable  that  1  might  have  maintained  my 
position,  and  it  is  possible  the  enemy  might 
have  been  driven  back,  though  his  vastly  supe- 
rior and  constantly  increasing  numbers"  would 
have  rendered  it  necessary  to  withdraw  during 
the  night,  to  save  my  communications  with 
Vioksburg.  Early  in  the  day,  Major  Lockett, 
Chief  Engineer,  had  been  instructed  to  tlirow 
a  bridge  across  Baker's  Creek,  on  the  Raymond 
road.  The  stream  had  also  fallen  sufficiently  to 
render  the  ford  practicable.  Tho  retreat  was 
ordered  to  be  conducted  by  that  route,  and  a 
staff  oflicer  immediately  dispatched  to  Brigadier- 
General  Tilghman,  who  was  directed  to  hold  the 
Raymond  road  at  all  hazards.  It  was  in  tho 
execution  of  this  important  trust,  which  could 
not  have  been  confided  to  a  fitter  man,  that 
the  lamented  General  bravely  lost .  his  life, 
lie  was  struck  by  a  fragment  of  shell,  and  died 
almost  instantly.  Although,  as  before  stated, 
a  largo  number  of  men  had  shamefully  aban- 
doned their  commands,  and  were  making  their 
way  to  the  rear,  the  main  body  of  the  troops 
retired  in  good  order.  On  reaching  the  ford  and 
bridge  at  Baker's  Creek,  I  directed  Brigadier- 
General  Bowen  to  take  position  with  his  division 
on  the  west  bank,  and  to  hold  tho  crossing  until 
Loring's  division,  which  was*  directed  to  bring 
up  the  rear,  had  effected  their  passage. 

I  then  proceeded  at  once  to  the  intrenched 
lino  covering  tho  wagon  and  railroad  bridges 
over  the  Big  Black,  to  make  the  necessary 
arrangements  for  holding  that  point  during  the 
passage  of  tho  river. 

In  his  official  report,  Major-General  Stevenson 
says :  "  On  my  arrival,  about  sunset,  at  the  ford 
on  Baker's  Creek,  I  found  that  the  enemy  had 
crossed  tho  bridge  above,  and  were  advancing 
artillery  in  the  direction  of  the  ruad  on  which 
we  were  moving ;  one  battery  had  already  taken 
position,  and  was  playing  on  tho  road,  but  at 
right  angles,  and  with  too  long  a  range  to  pre- 
vent the  passage  of  troops.  II ere  1  found  on 
the  west  sido  the  brigades  of  General  Green 
aud  Colonel  Cockrell,  of  Bowens  division,  who 
had  there  halted  and  taken  up  position  to  hold 
the  point  until  Loring's  division  could  cross.  I 
found  Colonel  Scott,  of  the  Twelfth  Louisiana 
regiment  of  Loring's  division,  halted  about  one- 
half  mile  from  the  ford,  on  the  east  side,  and 
directed  him  to  cross.  I  there  addressed  a  note 
to  General  Loring,  informing  him  of  what  I  had 
done,  telling  him  of  the  change  I  had  caused 
Colonel  Seott  to  make  in  his  position,  stating 
that,  with  the  troops  then  there  and  othcis  that 
I  could  collect,  I  would  hold  the  ford  and  road 
until  his  division  could  cross,  and  urging  him  to 
hasten  the  movement.  To  this  note  I  received 
no  answer,  but  in  a  short  time  Colonel  Scott 
moved  off  \ub  ^l^Jqks^ 


division,  was  crossed  without  loss,  though  the 
movement  of  the  enemy  compelled  Colonel  Rey- 
nolds' brigade  to  cross  the  Big  Black  above  the 
Railroad  Bridge.  On  reaching  the  line  of  in- 
trenchments  occupied  by  Brigadier-General 
Vaughn's  brigade  of  East  Tennesseans  (Smith's 
division),  he  was  instructed  by  myself  in  person 
t<>  man  the  trenches  from  the  railroad  to  the 
left ;  his  artillery  to  remain  as  then  posted,  and 
all  wagons  to  cross  the  river  at  once.  Special 
instructions  were  left  with  Lieutenant  J.  H. 
Morrison,  A.  D.  C,  to  bo  delivered  to  Generals 
Loring,  Stevenson,  and  Bowen,  as  they  should 
arrive,  and  were  delivered  to  all  except  General 
Loring,  as  follows : 

General  Stevenson's  division  to  cross  the  river 
and  proceed  to  Mount  Alban. 

General  Loring's  to  cross  and  occupy  tho  west 
bank. 

Brigadier-General  Bowen's  division,as  it  should 
arrive,  was  directed  to  occupy  the  trenches  to 
the  right  and  left  of  Vaughn's,  and  his  artillery 
to  be  parked,  that  it  might  be  available  for  any 
point  of  the  lines  most  threatened. 

General  Stevenson's  division  arriving  very 
late  in  the  night,  did  not  move  beyond  Bovina, 
and  I  awaited  in  vain  intelligence  of  tho  ap- 
proach of  General  Loring.  It  was  necessary  to 
hold  tho  position  to  enable  him  to  cross  the 
river,  should  the  enemy — which  was  probable- 
follow  him  closely  up.  For  this  purpose  alone 
I  continued  the  troops  in  position,  until  it  was 
too  late  to  withdraw  them  under  cover  of  night 
I  then  determined  not  to  abandon  so  strong  a 
front  whilst  there  was  yet  a  hope  of  his  arrival. 
I  have  not,  up  to  this  time,  received  General 
Loring's  report  of  the  share  taken  by  his  divis- 
ion in  the  battle  of  Baker's  Creek,  nor  have  I 


cal  features  of  the  country,  over  1 
my  must  necessarily  pass,  wero  m 
above  described ;  but  north  of  the 
al>out  three  hundred  yards  in  fan 
pits,  a  copse  of  woods  extended  f 
to  the  river.  Our  line  was  mannet 
by  the  gallant  Cockrell's  Missouri 
extreme  left  by  Brigadier-General 
souri  and  Arkansas  men,  both  ol 
vision,  and  the  centre  by  Brig 
Vaughn's  brigade  of  East  Tenne 
about  four  thousand  (4,000)  men, 
could  bo  advantageously  employed 
the  line,  with  about  twenty  (20)  pi 
artillery. 

So  strong  was  the  position  that 
almost  only,  apprehension  was  a  flai 
by  Bridgeport  or  Baldwin's  Ferry, 
have  endangered  my  communication 
burg ;  yet  this  position  was  aband 
troops  almost  without  a  struggle,  t 
loss  of  nearly  all  our  artillery.  I  $[ 
of  the  propriety  or  of  the  necesgit 
this  position ;  I  had,  as  heretofore 
object  in  doing  so;  I  considered 
sufficient,  and  I  also  deemed  the  foi 
for  the  purpose  ample. 

Brigadier-General  Vaughn's  brij 
been  engaged  at  Baker's  Creek ; 
fresh,  and  I  believed  were  not  do 
knew  that  the  Missouri  troops,  un< 
lant  leaders,  could  be  depended 
whoso  order  the  battery  horses 
removed  from  their  guns,  as  not  tc 
I  do  not  know  ;  it  certainly  was  n< 

General  Bowen,  with  whom.  1 1 
sonal  interview  in  his  tent  on  th< 
sixteenth,  and  who  received  my 
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esently  the  enemy,  who  had 
3  in  the  woods  immediately 
id,  advanced  at  a  ran,  with 
roops  in  their  front  did  not 
tern,  but  broke  and  fled  pre- 
ion  of  the  line  being  broken, 
3  a  matter  of  sauve  ouipeuL 
with  reference  to  tne  affair 
a  strong  position  with  an 
itry  and  artillery  to  hold  it, 
doned  almost  without  resist- 

>ying  the  centre  did  not  do 
i  almost  impassable  bayou 
i  and  the  enoray,  they  fled 
d  reached  that  obstacle. 
)  report  from  Brigadier-Gen- 

operations  of  his  brigade 
olonel  Cockrell  says,  in  his 
or  a  lively  skirmish-fire  had 
5ome  timo  along  our  whole 
t  between  the  railroad  and 
*,  north  of  the  railroad,  be- 
%  and  then  running  in  dis- 
ais  disorderly  falling  back  a 
I  saw  that  the  enemy  had 
inches  north  of  the  railroad, 
vancing  towards  the  bridge, 
rid  way  of  escape  ;  the  ene- 
r  this  crossing  than  my  line, 

the  brigade  to  fall  back, 
,  gained  die  bridge,  crossed 
L  on  the  west  bank  of  the 
ailroad." 

mmanding  Second  brigade, 
lays,  in  his  official  report: 
formed  their  men  on  the 
•,  where  we  could  not  see 
t  their  men  out  by  the  right 
our,  about  one  hundred  and 
of  my  regiment  at  a  double- 
led  a  most  terrific  fire  upon 
up  until  tho  brigade  nad 
Lght  behind  a  grove  of  tim- 
>on  my  right  ;  they  moved 
enches  occupied  by  Brita- 
in's brigade — so  I  am  m- 
know  whose  troops  were 
nmediately  on  the  right  of 
titer  they  had  passed  me  I 
q  to  open  a  heavy  volley  on 
tho  enemy  back ;  upon  not 
i  the  right,  I  directed  Lieu- 
»  mount  his  horse  and  go  to 
know  whether  the  centre 
>sition  or  not.  Colonel  Law 
mutes  and  said  that  General 
)  fall  back.  I  did  so  at  once, 
ck  below  the  bend  of  the 
that  they  had  crossed  the 
itween  me  and  the  bridge." 
retreat  but  little  order  was 
;  of  all  being  to  reach  the 
i  possible ;  many  were  un- 
acted their  escape  by  swim- 
Be  irere  drowned  in  the  at- 


tempt ;  a  considerable  number  unable  to  swim, 
and  others  too  timid  to  expos  3  themselves  to 
the  fire  of  the  enemy  by  an  effort  to  escape,  re- 
mained in  the  trenches  and  were  made  prison- 
ers. In  this  connection,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to 
make  the  following  extract  from  the  report  of 
Colonel  Cockrell :  "  Captain  T.  B.  Wilson,  of  the 
Second  infantry,  Company  G,  claiming  to  have 
been  exhausted,  did  not  go  with  his  company 
into  the  battle  of  Baker  s  Creek,  and  having 
made  his  way  to  Big  Black,  joined  his  company 
in  the  rifle-pits  early  on  the  morning  of  the 
seventeenth  instant,  and  when  his  company  was 
ordered  to  fall  back,  abandoned  his  company 
and  remained  lying  in  the  rifle-pits  and  was  cap- 
tured by  the  enemy,  and  whilst  a  prisoner 
stated  to  Colonel  Elijah  Gates,  of  the  First  Mis- 
souri cavalry,  who  was  also  a  prisoner,  that  he, 
Captain  Wilson,  intended  to  take  the  oath  and 
then  go  to  fighting  the  enemy  as  a  guerilla. 
Such  conduct  merits  a  dismissal  in  disgrace, 
and  such  an  officer  should  not  remain  in  the 
way  of  gallant  and  efficient  officers,  now  com- 
manding his  company."  In  this  opinion  I  fully 
concur. 

Neither  Brigadier-General  Bowen  nor  Green 
had  furnished  reports  of  the  action  on  Big 
Black  previous  to  their  death.  To  the  former 
had  been  intrusted  the  defence  of  the  tete  de 
pont,  and  he  had  received  my  instructions  in 
person.  The  latter  had  been  second  in  com- 
mand. Brigadier-General  Vaughn  having  failed 
to  render  his  report,  I  am  dependent  for  the 
particulars  of  the  action  upon  those  of  Colonels 
Grates  and  Cockrell,  which  are  respectfully  for- 
warded herewith. 

Major  Lockett,  Chief  Engineer,  was  instructed 
to  fire  both  bridges  after  seeing  that  all  the 
troops  had  crossed.  This  was  effectually  ac- 
complished under  his  personal  supervision.  The 
guns  in  position  were  ample  for  the  defence,  but 
the  infantry  failing  to  support  them,  they  were 
abandoned ;  such  as  were  not  in  position  were 
safely  brought  from  the  field,  placed  in  battery 
on  the  bluff  on  the  west  bank,  and  with  others  al- 
ready established,  and  a  sufficient  force  of  in- 
fantry, held  the  advancing  columns  of  the  ene- 
my effectually  in  check. 

It  had  become  painfully  apparent  to  me  that 
the  morale  of  my  army  was  not  such  as  to 
justify  an  attempt  to  hold  the  line  of  the 
Big  Black  River.  Not  only  was  it  greatly 
weakened  by  the  absence  of  General  Loring's 
division,  but  also  by  the  large  number  of 
stragglers,  who,  having  abandoned  their  com- 
mands, were  already  making  their  way  into 
Vicksburg.  The  enemy,  by  flank  movements  on 
my  left,  by  Bridgeport,  and  on  my  right  by 
Baldwin's  or  other  ferries,  might  reach  Vicks- 
burg almost  simultaneously  with  myself,  or  per- 
haps interpose  a  heavy  force  between  me  and 
that  city.  Under  these  circumstances  nothing 
remained  but  to  retire  the  army  within  the  de- 
fences of  Vicksburg,  aud  to  endeavor  as  speed- 
ily as  possible  to  re-organize  the  depressed  and 
discomfited  tcoopa.  vjr&et*  u&kki&b^&s 
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issued  at  ten  a.  m.,  and  Major-General  Steven- 
son directed  to  conduct  the  retreat,  which  was 


the  previou 
(  hanged  m; 


executed  without  haste  and  in  good  order.   I  movement  1 


myself  proceeded  at  onco  to  Vicksburg  to  pre- 
pare for  its  defence.  I  think  it  due  to  myself, 
m  bringing  this  portion  of  my  report  to  a  con- 
clusion, to  state  emphatically  that  the  advance 
movement  of  the  army  from  Edwards'  Depot, 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  fifteenth  of  May,  was 
made  against  my  judgment,  in  opposition  to  my 
previously  expressed  intentions,  and  to  the  sub- 
version of  my  matured  plans.  In  one  contin- 
gency alone  I  had  determined  to  move  towards 
Jackson ;  the  safety  of  Vicksburg  was  of  para- 
mount importance  —  under  no  circumstances 
could  I  abandon  my  communication  witli  it ;  a 
sufficient  force  must  also  be  left  to  defend  the 
river  front  of  the  city — the  approaches  by 
Chickasaw  Bayou,  by  Snyder's  Mills,  and  War- 
renton,  against  a  coup  de  main.  My  effective 
aggregate  did  not  excoed  twenty-eight  thousand ; 
at  least  eight  thousand  would  be  required  for 
these  purposes ;  it  would  also  be  necessary  to 
hold  the  bridges  across  the  Big  Black,  on  the 
lino  of  the  Southern  Railroad.  With  those  de- 
ductions my  movable  army  might  reach  eight- 
een thousand.  I  give  this  number  as  the  maxi- 
mum. In  the  event,  therefore,  of  the  enemy 
advancing  with  his  whole  force  east  of  the 
Mississippi  River  against  Jackson,  my  commu- 
nications by  the  shortest  line  being  open,  would 
have  enabled  me  to  move  upon  his  rear.  Gen- 
eral Johnston's  forces  and  my  own  might  have 
formed  a  junction,  or  have  attacked  simultane- 
ously in  front  and  rear ;  but  I  did  not  think  it 
would  be  wise  to  attempt  to  execute  this  plan 
until  the  arrival  of  expected  reinforcements  at 
or  near  Jackson;  hence  I  received  General  John- 
son's instructions  on  the  morning  of  the  four- 
teenth to  move  to  Clinton  with  all  the  force  I 
could  quickly  collect,  with  great  regret,  and  I 
well  remember  that,  in  the  presence  of  one  or 
more  of  my  staff  officers,  I  remarked  in  sub- 
stance, "such  a  movement  will  be  suicidal." 
Nevertheless,  notifying  General  Johnston  of  the 
fact,  I  took  measures  for  an  advance  movement 
at  once — not,  it  is  true,  directly  towards  Clin- 
ton, but  in  the  only  direction  which,  from  my 
knowledge  of  the  circumstances  surrounding 
me,  I  thought  offered  a  possibility  of  suc- 
cess. Had  I  moved  directly  to  Clinton  the  eue- 
my  would  not  have  given  me  battle  in  front,  but 
would  have  interposed  a  force  greater  than  my 
own  between  me  and  Vicksburg.  It  is  only 
necessary  to  refer  to  the  maps  accompanying 
this  report  to  see  how  feasible  was  such  a 
movement.  I  have  already  given,  in  the  body 
of  this  report,  the  two  letters  of  instructions 
from  General  Johnston,  dated  respectively  the 
thirteenth  and  fifteenth  of  May,  1863.  In  obe- 
dience to  the  injunctions  contained  in  the  former, 
which  was  received  on  the  morning  of  the  four- 
teenth, I  lost  no  time  in  putting  my  army  in 
motion  in  the  direction  already  stated,  and  for 
the  reasons  given.  About  aeve\x  k.u.,oT\.^ 
sixteenth,  I  received  theXattex^^teXiraV^^ 
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the  fourteenth,  just  presented.  I  know 
;  of  the  causes  which  produced  this  re- 
it  I  respectfully  invite  attention  to  the 
tt  in  this  letter  of  the  fourteenth,  General 
m  suggests  that  very  movement  which 
made,  and  for  the  purpose  I  had  indi- 

'  expressing  the  hope  that  certain  dis- 
ss made  by  himself  might  prevent  the 
from  drawing  provisions  from  the 
•r  from  the  country  towards  Panola, 
s,  "Can  he  supply  himself  from  the 
ippi?  Can  you  not  cut  him  off  from 
above  all,  should  ho  be  compelled  to 
:k  for  want  of  supplies,  beat  him  ?w  I 
itroduced  General  Johnston's  letter  en- 
at  the  context  as  well  as  that  portion  to 
I  have  particularly  cabled  attention  may 
isidered.  I  had  resisted  the  popular 
for  an  advance,  which  began  from  the 
t  the  enemy  set  his  polluting  foot  upon 
item  bank  of  the  Mississippi  River.  I 
listed  the  universal  sentiment,  I  believe, 
irmy,  I  know  of  my  general  officers,  in  its 
»nd  yielded  only  to  the  orders  of  my 
rs.  I  was  not  invited  by  General  John- 
submit  my  plans  to  him  for  his  consider- 
it  is,  therefore,  unnecessary  now  to  bpcak 
i. 

of  the  immediate  results  of  the  retreat 
te  Big  Black  was  the  necessity  of  aban- 

our  defences  on  the  Yazoo,  at  Snyder's 
that  position,  and  the  line  of  Chickasaw 
were  no  longer  tenable, 
itores  that  could  be  transported  were 

to  be  sent  into  Vioksburg  as  rapidly  as 
— the  rest,  including  heavy  guns,  to  be 
There  was  at  this  time  a  large 

of  corn,  probably  twentv-five  thousaud 
thousand  bushels,  on  boats,  much  of 
U>ht  have  been  brought  in,  had  it  been 
to  furnish  the  necessary  wagons.  The 
r^  sent  up  the  river.  Two  companies 
o-fced  to  remain  at  Snyder's  Mills,  mak- 
of  force  until  the  approach  of  the 

Xaind  should  compel  them  to  retire ;  to 
intrusted  the  duty  of  forwarding  all 
^sible,  and  of  destroying  the  remain- 
^  detachment  rejoined  its  command  in 
^  on  the  morning  of  the  eighteenth. 
-  oaution  was  taken  to  guar  a  the  im- 
?  proaches  to  tie  city  by  Forney's  and 
*■  visions,  while  ;the  troops  which  had 
^*ed  in  the  battles  of  the  sixteenth  and 
«  were  bivouacked  in  rear  of  the  in- 
^ts.  During  these  battles  the  troops 
general  Forney's  division  were  dis- 
rollows  : 

^^-General  Hubert's  brigade' occupied 
^Ong  the  Yazoo  River,  from  Haines' 
^  ^Mississippi,  including  the  approaches 
^^.w  Bayou.  Brigadier-General  Moore's 
^th  the  Mississippi  State  troops,  under 
^s^rris,  attached  (abdut  six  hundred), 
:*Xe  river-front  at  Warrenton,  and  the 
from  the  lower  ferries  on  Big  Black 


River.  Brigadier-General  Shoupe's  brigade,  of 
Major-General  Smith's  division,  guaraed  the 
river-front  of  the  city.  Brigadier-General  Bald- 
win's brigade,  with  Waurs  Legion  attached, 
guarded  the  approaches  to  the  city  from  the 
Hall's  Fei^road  around  to  the  Railroad  Bridge 
on  the  Big  Black;  the  heavy  artillery  at  the 
batteries  on  the  river-front,  under  Colonel  Hig- 
gins. 

Brigadier-General  Moore's  brigade  was  drawn 
in  at  once  from  Warrenton,  ana  placed  in  the 
intrenchmente  on  either  side  of  the  Baldwin's 
Ferry  road. 

Brigadier-General  Hubert's  brigade  arrived 
before  daylight  on  the  eighteenth,  bringing  with 
it  all  the  light  pieces,  and,  in  addition,  two 
twenty-pounder  Parrotts  and  a  Whitworth  gun. 
This  brigade  immediately  occupied  the  intrench- 
mente on  both  sides  of  the  Jackson  road.  On 
the  morning  of  the  eighteenth  the  troops  were 
disposed  from  right  to  left,  as  follows : 

Major-General  Stevenson's  division  of  four 
brigades,  occupied  the  line  from  the  Warrenton 
road,  including  a  portion  of  the  river-front  to 
the  railroad — a  distance  of  about  five  miles; 
Major-General  Forney,  with  two  brigades,  the 
line  between  the  railroad  and  the  Graveyard 
road  —  about  two  miles;  and  Major-General 
Smith,  with  three  brigades,  the  Mississippi  State 
troops,  and  a  small  detachment  from  Loring's 
division,  the  line  from  the  Graveyard  road  to  the 
river-front  on  the  north — about  one  and  a  quar- 
ter miles.  Brigadier-General  Bowen's  division 
was  held  in  reserve  to  strengthen  any  portion  of 
the  line  most  threatened,  and  Ward's  Texas  Le- 
gion (about  five  hundred)  was  in  reserve,  es- 
pecially to  support  the  right  of  Moore's  or  the 
left  of  Lee's  brigades.  On  the  entire  line  about 
one  hundred  and  two  pieces  of  artillery,  of  dif- 
ferent calibre,  principally  field,  were  placed  in 
position  at  such  points  as  were  deemed  most 
suitable  to  the  character  of  the  gun ;  changes  of 
location  being  made  when  occasion  called  for  it 
An  engineer  officer  under  the  supervision  of 
Major  Lockett,  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Depart- 
ment, was  assigned  to  each  division,  with  an  as- 
sistant to  each  brigade  commander.  Daily  re- 
ports were  made  through  the  proper  channel  to 
Major  Lockett  of  the  operations  of  the  Engineer 
Department,  and  of  the  progress  of  the  enemy's 
works.  Major  Lockett  thus  kept  me  constantly 
informed  of  all  important  changes,  making,  him- 
self, a  daily  report 

Instructions  had  been  given  from  Bovina  that 
all  cattle,  sheep,  and  hogs  belonging  to  private 
parties  and  likely  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  .the 
enemy,  should  be  driven  within  our  lines.  A 
large  amount  of  fresh  meat  was  secured  in  this 
way.  The  same  instructions  were  given  in  re- 
gard to  corn,  and  all  disposable  wagons  applied 
to  this  end. 

On  the  eighteenth,  Colonel  Wirt  Adams,  who 
had  been  previously  directed  to  cross  to  the 
west  bank  of  the  Big  Black  with  all  his  cavalry 
was  notified  that  Snyder's  Mills  would  be  aban- 
doned, and  thafctifc  toa  <sx$«&\j&  to  <s^sra»\fc  <stk 
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the  flank  and  rear  of  the  enemy,  with  the  view 
of  cutting  off  his  supplies  in  that  direction 
Colonel  Adams's  force  was,  however,  very  inade- 
quate to  this  purpose. 

During  the  nignt  of  the  seventeenth,  nothing 
of  importance  occurred.  Most  of  the  artillery 
was  speedily  placed  in  position  on  the  lines,  ana 
immediate  measures  were  taken  to  arm  all  men 
who  had  eithor  unavoidably  lost,  or  who  had 
thrown  away,  their  arms* on  the  retreat  Gen- 
eral Johnston  was  notified,  on  the  seventeenth 
of  the  results  of  the  battle  of  Baker's  Creek  and 
Big  Black,  and  informed  that  I  had  in  conse- 
quence been  compelled  to  evacuate  Snyder'* 
Mills.  About  noon  of  the  eighteenth  May* 
whilst  engaged  in  an  inspection  of  the  intrench* 
ments,  with  Major  Lockett,  my  Chief  Engineer, 
and  several  of  my  General  officers,  the  enemy 
was  reported  to  be  advancing  by  the  Jackson 
road.  Just  at  this  moment  the  following  com* 
munication  was  received  by  courier : 

"Camp  between  Lmxaerox  and  Broto-svtllk, ) 
May  17,  1863.  J 

"  Lieutenant-General  Pemberton : 

u  Your  dispatch  of  to-day,  by  Captain  Hender* 
son,  was  received.  If  Haines'  Bluff  is  untena* 
able,  Vicksburg  is  of  no  value,  and  cannot  be 
held.  If,  therefore,  you  are  invested  in  Vicks- 
burg, you  must  ultimately  surrender.  Under/ 
such  circumstances,  instead  of  losing  both 
troops  and  place,  we  must,  if  possible,  save  the 
troops.  If  it  is  not  too  late,  evacuate  Vicksburg  | 
and  its  dependencies,  and  march  to  the  north* 
east 

"  Most  respectfully, 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 
:  "  (Signed)  J.  E.  Johxstox, 

General." 

The  evacuation  of  Vicksburg !  It  meant  the 
loss  of  the  valuable  stores  and  munitions  of  war 
collected  for  its  defence ;  the  fall  of  Port  Hud- 
son ;  the  surrender  of  the  Mississippi  River, 
and  the  severance  of  the  Confederacy. 

These  were  mighty  intorests,  which,  had  I 
deemed  the  evacuation  practicable,  in  the  sense 
in  which  I  interpreted  General  Johnston's  in- 
structions, might  well  have  made  me  hesitate  to 
execute  them.  I  believed  it  to  be  in  my  power 
to  hold  Vicksburg.   I  knew  and  appreciated 


could  be  done  to  raise  a  siege.  I  felt 
effort  would  be  made,  and  I  believa 
be  successful.  With  these  convicti 
own  mind,  I  immediately  summoned  i 
war,  composed  of  all  my  General  oflk 
before  them  General  Johnston's  conn 
but  desired  them  to  confine  the  exj 
their  opinions  to  the  question  of  on 
paving  obtained  their  views,  the  folk 
munication  was  addressed  to  Genenl 

"  HllDQUAKTKBS  DSPiXTKBT  OV  Hmm 

"East  Locblum, 

"Vkkbkbg,  Ikj 

*  General  J.  E»  Johnston  : 

"  General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  ad 
teceipt  of  your  communication  in  repl 
by  the  hands  of  Captain  Henderson, 
sequent  letter  of  same  date  as  this 
informed  you  that  the  men  had  failed! 
trenches  at  Big  Black  Bridge,  and  thai 
sequence,  Snyder's  Mills  was  direct 
abandoned. 

"  On  the  receipt  of  your  commimicai 
mediately  assembled  a  council  of  w 
General  officers  of  this  command,  ao 
laid  your  instructions  before  them,aske 
expression  of  their  opinions  as  to  the 
bility  of  carrying  them  out  The  opi 
unanimously  expressed  that  it  was  imp 
withdraw  the  army  from  this  position  i 
norale  and  material  as  to  be  of  forthe 
l  o  the  Confederacy.  While  the  cound 
was  assembled,  the  guns  of  the  enenj 
On  the  works,  and  it  was  at  the  m 
reported  that  they  were  crossing  th 
River  at  Brandon's  Ferry,  above  Suyda 
I  have  decided  to  hold  Vicksburg  as  to 
possible,  with  the  firm  hope  that  the 
merit  may  yet  be  able  to  assist  jne  in 
this  obstruction  to  the  enemy's  free  m 
f  the  Mississippi  River.  I  still  concei 
be  the  most  important  point  in  the  Cool 
"  Very  respectfully, 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 

MJ.  C.  Pimbb 

The  development  of  the  intrenched 
the  extreme  right  of  Major-General  Si 
position  to  the  left  of  Major-Geuen 


the  earnest  desire  of  the  government  aud  of  the  <  was  about  eight  miles,  the  shortest 


Eeople  that  it  should  be  held.   I  knew,  perhaps 
etter  than  any  other  individual,  under  all  the 
circumstances,  its  capacity  for  defence. 

As  lone  ago  as  the  seventeenth  of  February 
lasf,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  his  Excellency  the 
President,  I  had  suggested  the  possibility  of  the 
investment  of  Vicksburg  by  land  and  water,  and 
for  that  reason  the  necessity  of  ample  supplies 
of  ammunition,  as  well  as  of  subsistence,  to  stand 
a  siege.  My  application  met  his  favorable  con- 
sideration, and  additional  ammunition  was  or- 
dered. With  proper  economy  of  subsistence 
and  ordnance  stores,  I  knew  tnat  \  con\&  %\»xA  %J 


line  of  which  the  topography  of  tl 
I  Imitted.  The  plan  was  submitted  ti 
iately  after  I  assumed  command  of  1 
ent  of  Mississippi  and  East  Louisi 
latter  part  of  October,  1862 — was  ap 
ordered  to  be  carried  out  with  the 
patch.    Similar  instructions  were 
s^une  time  given  for  fortifying  the  i 
tion  at  Snyder's  Mills ;  and  the  line  < 
:>rt  Hudson  was  also  ordered  to  be 
once.   The  line  of  defence  aroum 
Vicksburg  consisted,  as  is  shown 
^m^yinfc  the  report  of  Maj 


siege.    I  had  a  firm  reliance  on  tii*  W\ Q^^^ne^t^  ^  4T«S^^  Jwj 

President  and  of  General  Johnston  to  d.o  a&  Wi\Vt«&^,YaaA\tafe  ^s&ssfcfc^ 
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)mmanding  points,  with  the  usual 
ised  field-works,  connected  in  most 
e-pits.  To  man  the  entire  line  I  was 
r  into  the  trenches  about  eighteen 
e  hundred  muskets ;  but  it  was  ab- 
essary  to  keep  a  reserve  already  to 
y  point  heavily  threatened.  It  be- 
eusable,  therefore,  to  reduce  the 
bo  trenches  to  the  minimum,  capable 
aem  until  a  reserve  could  come  to 
t  was  also  necessary  that  the  re- 
l  be  composed  among  the  best  and 
le;  accordingly,  Bowen's  division 
thousand  four  hundred  men),  and 
is  Legion  (about  five  hundred),  were 
or  that  purpose,  thus  reducing  the 
trenches  to  little  less  than  fifteen 
e  hundred  men.  The  legion  was  on 
th  assigned  as  a  reserve  to  Forney's 
i  was  held  in  rear  of  Brigadier-Gen- 
right;  but  in  the  evening  of  the 
tvas  transferred  to  Stevenson's  di- 
during  the  remainder  of  the  siege 
rear  of  Brigadier-General  Lee's  bri- 
bing one  of  the  most  exposed  and 
^sitions  on  the  whole  line.  On  the 
seventeenth,  and  during  the  cight- 
r-General  Smith,  misapprehending 
ions,  given  him  immediately  after 
om  the  Big  Black,  had  occupied  an 
'  defense  on  the  range  of  hills  north 
Elili  road.  This  line  had  undoubt- 
id vantages ;  it  was  within  six  hun- 
of  the  inner  line,  and  partially 
one  of  our  most  important  river 
considered,  however,  that  the  in- 
th  which  would  be  necessarily  given 
e  line  of  defence,  the  intervening 
other  objections  to  its  occupation, 
Duntorbalanced  the  advantage ;  the 
rtillery  were,  therefore,  on  the  night 
teenth,  silently  and  safely  with- 
General  Smith's  division  occupied 
e  during  the  remainder  of  the  siege, 
lad,  however,  made  during  the  day 
tion  with  artillery  and  infantrv  on 
;  and  early  on  the  morning  of  the 
e  occupied  the  abandoned  neights. 
day  there  was  constant  and  heavy 
along  the  left  of  our  centre  on  the 
oad,  accompanied  with  brisk  artil- 
the  afternoon  the  enemy  made  a 
mith's  right  and  Forney's  left,  but 
y  repulsed,  losing  two  stands  of 
?r,  their  sharpshooters  and  artillery 
>rily  on  the  Jackson  and  Baldwin's 
.  A  courier  was  dispatched  with 
;  telegram  to  the  President : 
occupying  the  trenches  around 
the  enemy  is  investing  it,  and  will 
tempt  an  assault  Our  men  have 
recovered  their  morale,  but  unless 
is  sent  at  once  to  relieve  it,  Vicks- 
long  must  fall.  I  have  used  every 
rent  all  this,  but  in  vain." 


May  20. 

The  enemy  continued  to  move  from  our  right, 
with  heavy  cannonading  towards  the  centre 
and  left,  three  guns  temporarily  disabled. 
At  noon,  the  mortar-fleet  of  Admiral  Porter 
took  position  on  the  west  side  of  the  peninsula 
and  commenced  the  bombardment  of  the  city. 
The  following  dispatch  was  forwarded  by  cou- 
rier to  General  Johnston :  "  The  enemy  assaulted 
our  intrenched  lines  yesterday  at  two  points,  cen- 
tre and  left,  and  was  repulsed  with  heavy  loss. 
Our  loss  small  I  cannot  estimate  the  enemy's 
force  now  engaged  around  Vicksburg  at  less  than 
sixty  thousand,  it  is  probably  more.  At  this  hour, 
8:30  A-  m.,  he  is  briskly  cannonading  with  long- 
range  guns ;  that  we  may  save  ammunition,  his 
fire  is  rarely  returned.  At  present  our  main 
necessity  is  musket-caps ;  can  you  send  them  to 
mo  by  hands  of  couriers  or  citizens  ?  An  army 
will  be  necessary  to  relieve  Vicksburg,  and  that 
quickly;  will  it  not  be  sent?  Please  let  me 
hear  from  you  if  possible.*' 

May  2L 

The  fire  from  the  mortar-fleet  continued 
without  intermission,  accompanied  by  heavy 
artillery  and  musketry  fire  from  the  rear,  to 
which  but  slight  response  was  given.  Sev- 
eral guns  were  dismounted  and  a  number  of 
officers  and  men  killed  and  wounded.  In  the 
afternoon  the  enemy's  gunboats  steamed  up  and 
threw  a  number  of  shells  into  the  city,  but  with- 
out material  damage.  Anticipating  an  attack  on 
the  right,  General  Bowen  was  ordered  to  hold 
his  command  in  readiness  to  assist  the  threat- 
ened point,  and  that  the  safety  of  the  magazines 
might  be  secured  from  the  possible  danger  of 
disloyal  persons  within  the  lines,  General  Stev- 
enson was  ordered  to  organize  a  guard  for  their 
protection  from  among  the  most  reputable  of 
the  citizens,  and  to  place  the  guard  under  the 
command  of  a  commissioned  officer.  The  pros- 
pect of  a  protracted  siege,  and  the  uncertainty 
as  to  how  many  assaults  we  might  have  to  repel, 
and  in  view  of  the  possibility  of  having  to 
march  out  from  our  intrenchments  to  meet  and 
co-operate  with  an  assisting  army  expected 
under  General  Johnston,  rendered  it  a  matter  of 
vital  importance  that  every  charge  of  ammuni- 
tion on  hand  should  be  hoarded  with  the  most 
zealous  care.  The  amount  of  ammunition  in 
Vicksburg,  though  large,  would  not  have  suf- 
ficed for  an  unlimited  daily  expenditure  for  a 
protracted  period.  The  importance  of  the  most 
rigid  economy,  therefore,  in  its  use  was  appar- 
ent, and  strict  orders  were  consequently  issued 
against  all  picket  skirmishing  and  artillery  duels 
where  neither  served  any  useful  purpose.  These 
orders  were  repeated  as  occasion  required.  It 
being  impracticable  to  continue  feeding  the 
large  number  of  mules  and  horses  then  in  Vicks- 
burg, General  Stevenson  was  directed  to  have 
them  driven  beyond  the  lines  for  pasturage,  or, 
if  practicable,  to  send  them,  in  charge  of  a  de- 
tail, to  General  Johnston.  By  this  means  we 
were  xe\\e^«doi  *  *«t\ov*A 


I  to  expect  reinforcement*  T  from  what  direc- 
tion, and  how  soon  f  Have  yon  heard  nothing 
from  General  Loring  ?  Can  you  send  me  mus- 
ket-caps by  courier  V 

"The  enemy  kept  up  incessant  sharpshoot- 
ing  all  yesterday  on  the  left  and  centre,  and 
picked  off  our  officers  and  men  whenever  they 
showed  themselves.  Their  artillery  fire  was 
very  heavy,  ploughed  up  our  works  considera- 
bly and  dismounted  two  guus  on  the  centre ; 
the  works  were  repaired  and  the  guns  replaced 
last  night  Tho  great  question  is  ammunition. 
The  men  credit,  and  are  encouraged  by,  a  report 
that  you  are  near  with  a  large  force.  They  are 
fighting  in  guod  spirits,  and  the  reorganization  is 
complete." 

u  P.  S. — Brisk  musketry  and  artillery  fire  to-day 
on  the  centre.  Three  guns  there  dismounted — 
will  be  replaced  as  far  as  possible.  Officers 
suffer  most  from  their  sharpshooters.  Inces- 
sant mortar  firing  from  the  river,  and  last  night 
three  of  their  gunboats  engaged  the  lower  bat- 
teries." 

May  22, 

The  fire  from  the  enemy's  artillery  and  sharp- 
shooters from  tho  rear  was  heavy  and  incessant 
until  noon,  when  his  gunboats  opened  upon  the 
city,  while  a  determined  assault  was  made  along 
Moore's,  Ilebdrts,  and  Lee's  lines.  I  cannot  bet 
ter  describe  this  assault  than  by  the  following 
extracts  from  the  official  reports  of  my  several 
division  commanders.  General  Stevenson  says, 
in  his  report : 

u  On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-second  of 
May,  many  indications  showed  tliat  they  (the 
enemy)  contemplated  au  assault  upon  the  line 
of  General  Lee.  A  tremendous  artillery  fire 
was  opened  and  kept  up  for  about  two  hours, 


and  the  manner  in  which  it  i 
era!  Stevenson  says : 

"  A  more  gallant  feat  than 
trated  our  annals  during  the 
rations  were  quietly  and  qui* 
enemy  seemed  at  once  to  di 
and  opened  upon  the  angle 
shot,  shell,  and  musketry ;  un 
band — its  chivalrous  commaz 
rushed  upon  the  works  and  ii 
requires  to  describe  it,  it  and 
our  possession.  Preparations 
made  for  the  use  of  hand-gi 
enemy  in  the  ditch,  being  inf 
pose,  immediately  surrenders 

General  Forney,  in  liis  repo 
assault  upon  our  intrenchmen 

"  On  the  twenty-second  of 
three  points  on  my  line,  as  fol 
on  my  extreme  left  and  ext 
Smith's  front ;  twice  on  the 
twice  on  the  Baldwin's  Ferry 
m.,  and  five  p.  m.  These  assai 
larger  bodies,  and  apparent^ 
initiation  than  those  of  then 
Colonel  Waul's  Legion  had  pr 
to  General  Stevenson,  but  ( 
Bowen's  division,  was  in  r< 
right,  and  assisted  in  repellinj 
point.  There  were  also,  on 
isiana  regiments,  of  Smith's  c 
behind  my  division.  The  ei 
in  each  of  his  attempts,  thouj 
getting  a  few  men  into  our 
each  point  of  attack,  from 
however,  driven  before  nigt 
wore  used  at  each  point  w 
color  banner  and  two  stands 
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he  exception  of  the  same  heavy 
ry  and  artillery,  kept  up  until 
entire  front" 

overal  decided  repulses  the  ene- 
ave  abandoned  the  idea  of  taking 
I  went  vigorously  at  work  to 
est  and  attack  by  regular  ap- 
he  history  of  one  day  is  pretty 
7  of  all. 

Hay  28. 

unusuallv  quiet,  with  but  little 
ntil  late  in  the  afternoon.  The 
f  the  enemy  were  more  cautious, 
idently  staggered  by  the  severe 
lay  previous.  Many  of  his  dead 
mburied  in  sight  of  our  trenches, 
to  mortar  fleet  continued  heavy 

At  night  the  engineers  •  were 
repairing  in  the  work  in  front  of 
id  Hebort,  which  were  badly 

May  24. 

our  the  mortar  fleet  opened  and 
ious  and  heavy  bombardment 
day.  Just  before  dark  the  artil- 
rear  opened  a  rapid  and  heavy 
long  duration.  In  the  afternoon 
opted  to  mine  our  works  on  the 
ut  were  soon  driven  off  by  the 
nades.  During  the  night  the  en- 
raged in  increasing  and  strength- 
Ks.  Before  daylight  our  river 
i  a  barge  laden  with  coal,  which 
Qg  found  impracticable  to  unload 
venson  was  ordered  to  have  col- 
amunition  scattered  in  front  of 
id  to  have  the  cartridge-boxes  of 
id  emptied  of  their  contents,  it 
t  to  all,  in  any  way,  to  our  hm- 
immunition  and  musket-caps  es- 
ich  latter  we  stood  greatly  in 
million  more  of  cartridges  than 
t  which  latter  the  former  could 
)le  value. 

May  25. 

•ppeared  in  force  to-day  on  the 
Halls  Ferry  roads.  The  firing 
ual  until  about  six  o'clock,  when 
ostilities  was  agreed  to,  to  per- 
to  bury  his  dead,  killed  in  the 
ly.  The  following  is  the  corre- 
le  subject : 


unxiB  DiPAimmT  op  MSsbsppi  asd 
"Ear  Loclsluu, 

««  Vicksbubo,  May  25, 18C3. 


'} 


General  United  States  Forces  in 


lays  having  elapsed  since  your 
led  have  been  lying  in  our  front, 
lisposition  on  your  part  of  a  de- 
3m  being  exhibited ;  in  the  name 
lave  the  honor  to  propose  a  ces- 
ta'es  for  two  and  a  half  hours, 
e  enabled  to  remove  your  dead 


and  dying  men.  If  you  cannot  do  this,  on  noti- 
fication from  you  that  hostilities  will  be  sus- 
pended on  your  part  for  the  time  specified,  I 
will  endeavor  to  nave  the  dead  buried  and  the 
wounded  cared  for. 
"Very  respectfully, 

M  Tour  obedient  servant, 

"J.  C.  Pbmberton, 

"  Lieutonaot-General. ' 1 

To  which  communication  the  following  reply 
was  received :' 


*  HSAOQUABRBS  DSPARTICBCT  OF  T 

"  Nkar  Vicksbtrg,  May  26, 1863—8.80  p. 


} 

"Lieutenant-  General  J.  G.  Pemberton,  command- 
ing Vicksbnrg,  Miss.  : 

"  Sib  :  Your  note  of  this  date,  proposing  a  ces- 
sation of  hostilities  for  two  and  a  half  hours  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  me  an  opportunity  of  col- 
lecting the  dead  and  wounded,  is  just  received. 
As  it  will  take  some  time  to  send  word  to  all 
my  forces  to  avail  themselves  t>f  the  opportu- 
nity afforded,  and  to  return  this  to  you  so  that 
notice  may  be  given  to  your  troops  of  the  cessa- 
tion of  hostilities,  I  will  name  six  o'clock  p.  m., 
to-day,  as  the  hour  when  we  will  commence  col- 
lecting any  wounded  or  dead  we  may  have  still 
upon  the  field.  From  that  hour  for  two  and  a 
half  hours  all  hostilities  shall  cease  on  our  side. 
"  Very  respectfully, 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 

"  (Signed)  U.  S.  Grant, 

"  Major -OoaeraL" 

During  the  day  about  one  hundred  prisoners 
were  captured,  and  a  working  party  was  sent 
to  throw  up  obstructions  on  the  flat  below  the 
city.  No  circumstance  worthy  of  special  note 
occurred  between  this  date  and  that  of  the  twen- 
ty-seventh. The  enemy  evidently  was  discour- 
aged by  his  previous  fruitless  and  costly  assaults 
upon  our  works  in  the  rear,  and  he  therefore 
determined,  if  possible,  Jto  attempt  to  silence 
our  upper  battery,  and  then,  by  the  aid  of  his 
gunboats,  to  effect  a  lodgment  in  the  trenches 
immediately  above  and  beyond  it  With  this 
design,  on  the  morning  of  the  twenty-seventh, 
at  about  nine  o'clock,  four  of  his  boats  engaged 
our  lower  batteries ;  at  the  same  time,  the  Cin- 
cinnati, a  turreted  iron-clad  of  the  largest  class, 
and  carrying  fourteen  guns,  pushed  boldly  down 
the  river,  rounded  the  peninsula,  and  was  soon 
hotly  engaged  with  our  upper  battery  at  short 
range.  After  a  spirited  engagement  of  about 
forty-five  minutes,  the  Cincinnati  was  rendered 
a  complete  wreck,  and  only  escaped  total  de- 
struction by  being  run  aground  on  the  Missis- 
sippi shore,  where  she  is  probably  still  lying. 
The  lower  fleet,  witnessing  her  discomfiture, 
soon  drew  off.  with  what  damage  to  themselves 
it  is  impossible  to  say.  The  firing  from  our  bat- 
teries was  most  excellent,  and  too  much  praise 
cannot  be  awarded  to  Colonel  Higgins,  his  offi- 
cers and  men,  for  their  gallantry,  coolness,  and 
skill.  The^uercav  ^t^x^X^^^v.^m^ 
ily  in  comptatin&       B^w^te^^  \£br>  <& 
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circumvallation.  His  fire  of  musketry  and  ar- 
tillery was  continuous  during  each  day.  Major 
Mathews,  Ordnance  Officer,  was  instructed  to 
have  the  large  number  of  unexplodcd  Parrott 
shells  scattered  around  the  city  sent  to  Paxton's 
foundry  and  re-capped.  On  the  morning  of  the 
twenty-ninth,  the  enemy  opened  a  terrific  tiro 
from  the  rear,  and  for  four  hours  a  storm  of  shot 
and  sholl  was  rained  upon  the  city,  seriously 
damaging  many  buildings,  killing  and  wound- 
ing a  large  number  of  soldiers  and  citizens. 
During  the  day  Ellett's  marine  brigade  ar- 
rived and  anchored  at  the  bend  above.  Two 
couriers  had  arrived  from  General  Johnston  on 
the  twenty-eighth  and  twenty-ninth, respectively. 
Tho  former  brought  eighteen  thousand  caps,  the 
latter  twenty  thousand,  and  the  following  dis- 
patch, the  first  received  since  the  eighteenth : 

.'•May  25, 1863. 

"  Lieutenant-General  Pemberton  : 

"  My  last  note  was  returned  by  the  bearer. 
Two  hundred  thousand  Caps  have  been  sent 
It  will  be  continued  as  they  arrive.  Bragg  is 
sending  a  division ;  when  it  comes  I  will  move  to 
you.  Which  do  you  think  tho  best  route  ?  How 
and  where  is  the  enemy  encamped  ?  What  is 
your  force  ? 

"  (Signed)  J.  E.  Johns-tox." 


The  two  hundred  thousand  caps  mentioned 
in  the  above  dispatch  were  captured  by  the 
enemy.  I  dispatched  the  following  in  reply: 
"Your  dispatch  of  twenty-fifth  received  this 
morning,  with  twenty  thousand  caps ;  Fontaine 
yesterday  with  eighteen  thousand.  No  messen- 
ger from  you  since  the  eighteenth.  I  have 
eighteen  thousand  men  to  man  the  lines  and 
•iver-front;  no  reserves.  I  do  not  think  you 
ehould  move  with  less  than  thirty  or  thirty-five 
thousand  men,  and  then,  if  possible,  towards 
6nyder's  Mills,  giving  me  notice  of  the  time  of 
your  approach.  The  enemy  encompasses  my 
lines  from  right  to  left  flank,  occupying  all  roads. 
He  has  three  corps :  Sherman  on  my  left ;  Mc- 
Pherson,  centre;  McClernand  on  my  right; 
Ilurlburt's  division  from  Memphis,  and  Ellett's 
marine  brigade  (the  last  afloat).  Enemy  has 
made  several  assaults.  My  men  are  in  good 
spirits,  awaiting  your  arrival.  Since  investment 
we  have  lust  about  one  thousand  men,  many 
officers.  You  may  depend  on  my  holding  the 
place  as  long  as  possible.  On  the  twenty-sev- 
enth we  suilk  one  of  their  best  iron-clad  gun- 
boats." 

On  the  thirtieth,  I  a^ain  dispatched  as  fol- 
lows :  Scouts  report  the  enemy  to  have  with- 
drawn most  of  his  forces  from  our  right  yester- 
day, leaving  Hall's  Ferry  road  open,  I  apprehend, 
lor  a  movement  against  you.  I  expect  this 
courier  to  return  to  me." 

The  meat  ration  having  been  reduced  one- 
half,  that  of  sugar,  rice,  aud  beans,  was  largely 
increased.   It  was  important,  staoN*  t&  ^mng&A 
that  every  encouragement  aWn&  \^  ^nciv  \o\ 
the  troops.    With  Sna  o\>jecA  in V\vw  ,1  ot&smA \< 


the  impressment  of  chewing-tolacc* 
issue  to  the  troops.  This  had  a  very 
influence.  The  enemy  kept  steadily 
day  and  night,  and,  taking  adv-intea 
cover  of  the  hills,  had  run  his  paralt 
within  seventy-five  yards  of  our  work* 
also  mining  at  different  points,  and  it 
the  active  and  constant  attention  of 
neers  to  repair  at  night  the  damage 
upon  our  works  during  the  day,  and  tn 
different  mines  by  countermining:.  On 
issued  to  prepare  thunder-barrels  inc 
for  the  defence  of  near  points,  and  ei 
caution  taken  to  check  the  enemy  in  1 
tions,  and  to  delay  them  as  far  as  post 
the  seventh  of  June,  the  following  disp 
sent  to  General  Johnston :  "  I  am  still 
information  from  you  later  than  tout 
of  twenty-fifth.  The  enemy  continues  to 
his  position  around  Vicksburg.  I  hare 
couriers  to  you  almost  daily.  The  r 
arc  constantly  in  the  trenches,  but  ari 
good  spirits,  expecting  yonr  apprc* 
enemy  is  so  vigilant  that  it  is  imjweft 
tain  reliable  information.  Whtnnay 
you  to  move,  and  in  what  diroctiyTi! 
sistence  may  be  put  down  for  aVra 
days."  On  the  tenth,  I  again  dispatcb 
lows :  "  The  enemy  bombards  day  audi 
seven  mortars  on  opposite  side  of ' 
He  also  keeps  up  constant  fire  on  our 
artillery  and  sharpshooters.  We  '■ 
many  officers  and  men.  I  am  waiting 
iously  to  know  your  intentions,  t 
nothing  of  you  or  from  you  since  tw> 
May.  I  shall  endeavor  to  hold  on 
we'have  anything  to  eat.  Can  you : 
a  verbal  message  by  a  courier  cross 
above  or  below  Vicksburg,  and  swin 
again  opposite  Vicksburg?"  Ay 
twelfth,  I  dispatched  as  fullowi 
Walker  arrived  this  morning,  wit 
message  from  you.  Very  heavy  firi 
from  mortars  and  on  lines.*1  Ab< 
our  provisions,  particularly  of  mea 
come  exhausted,  General  Steven 
structed  to  impress  all  the  cattle 
and  the  Chief  Commissary  directed 
one  ration  per  diem  to  auy  officer, 
instructed  to  issue  for  bread  equa 
rice  and  flour — four  ounces  each, 
thirteenth,  Captain  Saunders  arrive 
son,  via  Steele's  Bayou,  with  two  1 
sand  percussion-caps,  and  a  day  o 

Suentfy  I  received  the  following  d 
rcneral  Johnston : 


"  I  am  too  weak  to  save  Ticks! 
no  more  than  attempt  to  save  } 
garrison.  It  will  be  impossible  to" 
unless  you  co-operate,  and  we  m 
supporting  movements.  Communis 
and  suggestions,  if  possible.** 
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Seconders  arrived  with  two  hundred  thou- 
caps,  but  brought  no  information  as  to 
position  or  movements.   The  enemy  is 
troops  in  large  numbers  on  Louisiana 
above  Vicksburg.   They  are  probably 
Memphis,  but  it  may  be  from  Yazoo;  I 
>t  ascertain  positively.   On  the  Graveyard 
"the  enemy  has  run  his  saps  to  within  twen- 
yards  of  our  works.   He  will  probably 
J)t  to  sink  a  mine ;  I  shall  try  to  thwart 
I  am  anxiously  expecting  to  hear  from 
*o  arrange  for  co-operation. 

  11  Vicdbubo,  Jane  16, 1868. 

mm  Tie  enemy  has  placed  several  very  heavy 
in  position  against  our  works,  and  is  ap- 
<  hing  then  very  near  by  sap.  His  fire  is 
^*^«*t  continuous.  Our  men  have  no  relief— 
B  becoming  much  fatigued,  but  are  still  in 
***-ipr  good  spirits.  I  think  your  movement 
°"**X<i  be  made  as  Boon  as  possible.  The  enemy 
^^<5©iving  reinforcements.  We  are  living  on 
r^^tly  reduced  rations,  but  I  think  sufficient 

^  "fc^renty  days  yet"   The  enemy  had  now 

^^^^  in  position  on  the  peninsula  several  very 
^T^y_  guns,  the  fire  of  which  was  very  do- 
^^^"ti-Are.  and  though  repeated  attempts  were 
J^*^        could  not  succeed  in  silencing  them. 

_^He  nineteenth,  the  following  telegram  was 
Cf^Y^i0  General  Johnston :  "  The  enemy  opened 
«5s  batteries  on  our  lines  about  half-past 
^Zjir^Q  o'clock  this  morning,  and  continued  the 
^i**jviest  fire  we  have  yet  sustained,  until  eight 
lxj^~J*Ock,  but  he  did  not  asault  our  works.  Artil- 
^SX'W?  *  reported  to  have  been  distinctly  heard 
^^Out  two  o'clock  a.  m.,  towards  and  eaet  of 
Ryder's  Mills,  supposed  to  have  been  an  en- 
^fcgement  with  your  troops.   On  the  Graveyard 

-  y)td  the  enemy's  works  are  within  twenty-five 
■Get  of  our  redan,  also  very  close  on  Jackson 
*ud  Baldwin's  Ferry  roads.  I  hope  you  will  ad- 

-  vance  with  the  least  possible  delay.  My  men 
^  have  been  thirty-four  days  and  nights  in 
/  trenches  without  relief,  and  tho  enemy  within 
"  conversation  distauce.   Wo  are  living  on  very 

.  reduced  rations,  and,  as  you  know,  are  entirely 
■-  isolated.   What  aid  am  I  to  expect  from  you? 

The  bearer,  Captain  Wise,  can  be  confided  in." 
.  On  the  night  of  the  twenty-second  a  party  from 
<  Camming  a  Georgia  brigade,  Stevenson's  divis- 

-  ion,  made  a  gallant  sortie  on  the  Hall's  Ferry 

-  road,  and  captured  a  Lieutenant-Colonel  and 
twelve  men,  with  their  intrenching  tools,  kc. 
On  the  night  of  the  twenty-third  a  heavy  skir- 
mish occurred  in  front  of  Cummings's  line  for 
the  possession  of  a  picket-station,  which  resulted 
in  the  repulse  of  the  enemy.  Under  date  of  the 
twenty-first,  the  following  dispatch  was  sent 
out  to  General  Johnston  : 

**  Your  dispatches  of  fourteenth  and  sixteenth 
received.  If  it  is  absolutely  impossible  in  your 
opinion  to  raise  the  siege  with  our  combined 
forces,  and  that  nothing  more  can  be  done  than 
to  extricate  this  garrison,  I  suggest  that,  giv- 
ing me  full  information  in  time  to  act,  you  move 
by  the  north  of  the  railroad,  drive  in  the  enemy's 
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pickets  at  night,  and  at  daylight  next  morning, 
engage  him  heavily  with  skirmishers,  occupying 
him  during  the  entire  day,  and  that  on  that  night, 
I  move  by  the  Warren  ton  road,  by  Hai  Vinson's 
Ferry,  to  which  point  you  should  previously 
send  a  brigade  of  cavalry,  with  two  field  bat- 
teries to  build  a  bridge  there,  and  hold  that 
ferry;  also  Hall's  and  Baldwin's  to  cover  my 
crossing  at  Hankinson's.  I  shall  not  be  able  to 
move  with  my  artillery,  and  wagons.  I  suggest 
this  as  the  best  plan,  because  all  the  other  roads 
are  too  strongly  intrenched,  and  the  enemy  in 
too  heavy  force  for  a  reasonable  prospect  of 
success,  unless  you  move  in  sufficient  force  to 
compel  him  to  abandon  his  communications 
with  Snyder's,  which  I  still  hope  we  may  be 
able  to  do.  I  await  your  orders.  Captain 
Cooper  understands  all  my  vie wa,  and  will  ex- 
plain further." 

I  insert  hero  two  dispatches  from  General 
Johnston,  one  of  which  is  acknowledged  in  my 
letter  above : 

"  June  14, 16*3. 
"All  that  we  can  attempt  is  to  save  you  and 
your  garrison.  To  do  this  exact  co-operation  is 
indispensable.  By  fighting  the  enemv  simul- 
taneously, at  the  same  point  of  the  fine,  you 
may  be'  extricated.  Our  joint  forces  cannot 
raise  the  siege  of  Vicksburg.  My  communica- 
tions with  the  rear  can  best  be  preserved  by 
operating  north  of  the  railroad.  Inform  me,  as 
soon  as  possible,  what  point  will  suit  you  best. . 
Your  dispatch  of  the  twelfth  received.  General 
Taylor  with  eight  thousand  men  will  endeavor 
to  open  communication  with  you  from  Rich- 
mond.'' 

"  Jane  22, 1803. 

"Your  dispatch  of  the  fifteenth  received. 
General  Taylor  is  sent  by  General  E.  K.  Smith 
to  co-operato  with  you  from  the  west  bank  of 
the  river,  to  throw  in  supplies,  and  to  cross 
with  his  force  if  expedient  and  practicable.  I 
will  have  the  means  of  moving  towards  the 
enemy  in  a  day  or  two,  and  will  try  to  make  a 
diversion  in  your  favor,  and,  if  possible,  commu- 
nicate with  you,  though  I  fear  my  force  is  too 
small  to  effect  the  latter.  I  have  only  two- 
thirds  of  the  force  you  told  messenger  Saunders 
to  state  to  me  the  least  with  which  I  ought  to 
make  an  attempt.  Scouts  report  the  enemy 
fortifying  towards  us,  and  the  roads  blocked. 
If  I  can  do  nothing  to  relieve  you,  rather  than 
surrender  the  garrison  endeavor  to  cross  the 
river  at  the  last  moment,  if  you  and  General 
Taylor  communicate." 

Late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  twenty-fifth  the 
enemy  exploded  his  first  mine,  under  the  para- 
pet of  General  Forney's  works.  In  his  official 
report  that  officer  says :  "  The  explosion  effected 
a  breach  through  which  the  enemy  immediately 
attempted  to  charge,  but  was  promptly  and  gal- 
lantly repulsed.  The  Sixth  Missouri  regiment, 
which  had  been  held  in  reserve,  was  on  tho  spot 
immediately  after  the  explosion,  and  its  com- 
mander, Colonel  Eugene  Irwin,  was  instantly 
killed  while  &tteT&\AAi\^to         Oasx^t  'fc^ 
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works.  Six  men  of  the  Forty-third  Mississippi 
regiment,  who  were  in  the  shaft  countermining  at 
the  time  of  the  explosion,  were  buried  and  lost 
At  dark  the  enemy  had  possessed  himself  of  the 
ditch  and  slope  of  the  parapet,  and  our  troops 
retired' to  au  interior  line  a  few  feet  back.  This 
point  was  now  reinforced  by  Colonel  CockrelTs 
brigade  of  Bo  wen's  division,  and  work  was  re- 
sumed by  the  enemy,  and  by  us,  they  mining, 
and  we  countermining."  From  this  time  until 
the  first,  nothing  of  moment  occurred.  On 
that  morning,  however,  the  enemy  sprung  an- 
other mine,  on  the  right  of  the  Jackson  road, 
which  is  thus  spoken  of  by  General  Forney,  in 
his  report :  "  The  result  was  the  entire  demo- 
lition of  the  redan,  leaving  only  an  immense 
chasm  where  it  stood.  Tho  greater  portion  of 
the  earth  was  thrown  towards  the  enemy,  the 
line  of  least  resistance  being  in  that  direction. 
Our  interior  line  was  much  injured.  Nine  men 
who  were  countermining  were  necessarily  lost, 
and  a  large  number  of  those  manning  the  works 
were  killed  and  wounded.  The  enemy,  how- 
ever, made  no  attempt  to  charge,  seeming  satis- 
fied with  having  materially  weakened  the  posi- 
tion. I  understand  that  the  amount  of  powder 
used  by  the  enemy  in  this  explosion  was  one 
ton.  While  all  this  was  taking  place  on  the 
Jackson  road  the  enemy  was  by  no  means  idle 
at  other  points.  At  the  work  on  the  Baldwin's 
Ferry  road  his  sappers  had  nearly  reached  the 
ditch.  At  this  place  we  sprung  a  countermine, 
which  was,  unfortunately  a  little  premature." 
From  this  time  forward,  our  engineers  were 
kept  constantly  and  busily  employed  in  counter- 
mining against  the  enemy,  who  was  at  work 
day  and  night  countermining  on  the  different 
portions  of  the  line.  About  this  time,  our  stock 
of  bacon  having  become  almost  exhausted,  the 
experiment  of  using  mule  meat  as  a  substitute 
was  tried,  it  being  issued  only  to  those  who 
desired  to  use  it ;  and  I  am  gratified  to  say  it 
was  found,  by  both  officers  and  men,  not  only 
nutritious  but  very  palatable,  and  every  way 
preferable  to  poor  beef.  I  have  already  given 
in  extenso,  the  several  letters  received  from  i 
General  Johnston  up  to  this  time,  and  my  re- 
plies thereto.  In  this  connection  I  take  occa- ' 
sion  to  introduce  General  Johnston's  letter  of 
the  twenty-seventh  Juno,  which  was  never  re- 
ceived  by  me,  but  a  copy  of  which  General  i 
Johnston  was  kind  enough  to  furnish : 


"  June  27,18931 
"Your  dispatch  of  the  twenty-second  re- 
ceived. Goneral  E.  K.  Smith's  troops  have  been 
mismanaged,  and  have  fallen  back  to  Delhi.  I 
have  sent  a  special  messenger  urging  him  to 
assume  direct  command.  The  determined  spirit 
you  manifest,  and  his  expected  co-operation,  en- 
courage me  to  hope  that  something  may  yet  be 
done  to  save  Vicksburg,  and  to  postpone  both 
the  modes  suggested  of  merely  extricating  the 
garrison.   Negotiations  w\u\         for      t*-  » 

fief  of  the  garrison,  should  u\e.y  tacxrc&b  tabwA  w,QfKnaja;\'Ttm  confidential 
eary,  must  be  made  by  you.  It  wouY&i\jfc  *  wB.-\\ax^Ks  ,T*agteR&&%  ts»     Vs&qr^  -^s* 


fession  of  weakness  on  my  part  wlikii 
not  to  make,  to  propose  them.  VTb. 
comes  necessary  to  make  terms, 
considered  as  made  under  my  author 
preserve  the  continuity  of  the  narrai 
that  events  may  be  mentioned  in  th* 
their  dates,  I  also  give  General  Johr*t: 
of  July  third,  which  was  received  by : 
tenth  : 

•«  Camp  stZAB  Rnttroc1 

*;  Juir  a; : 

M  Tour  dispatches  of  the  twenty-ei? 
destroyed  by  messenger.    He  states 
eral  Smith's  troops  were  driven  bac 
roe.   This  statement,  and  his  accom 
condition,  make  me  think  it  necessar 
a  diversion,  and  thus  enable  you 
way  out,  if  the  time  has  arrived  for 
lis ;  of  that  time  I  cannot  judge ; 
as  it  depends  upon  your  condition, 
attack  the  enemy  in  your  front  on  tr. 

id  your  co-operation  will  be  necea 
manner  and  the  proper  point  for  yoi 
the  garrison  out,  must  be  determine 
from  your  superior  knowledge  of  ti 
and  distribution  of  the  enemy's  fe- 
ting will  show  you  where  we  are  en 
icksburg  cannot  be  saved,  the  garri: 
On  the  first  of  July  I  felt  satisfied  tha 
had  arrived  when  it  was  necessary 
evacuate  the  city  and  cut  my  way 
capitulate  upon  the  best  attainable  fo 
own  inclination  led  me  to  favor  th 
with  this  view,  therefore,  I  address 
division  commanders,  Generals  Steve 
ney,  Smith,  and  Bowen,  the  following 
cation : 

"HlADQUARraS  DSPABTXEXT  OT  1 

A3tD  Ear  LonauvA, 

VlCKHBrRO,  July  1. 


"  General  :  Unless  the  siege  of  Vk 
raised,  or  supplies  are  thrown  in,  i 
come  necessary  very  shortly  to  eva 
place.  I  see  no  prospect  of  the  fo 
there  are  many  great,  if  not  insnpera 
cles  in  the  way  of  the  latter.  You  ; 
fore,  requested  to  inform  mo  with  as  1 
as  possible  as  to  the  condition  of  yoi 
ana  their  ability  to  make  the  marchei 
dergo  the  fatigue  necessary  to  ace- 
successful  evacuation.  You  will,  of  c 
the  utmost  discretion  whilst  informing 
through  your  subordinates,  upon  all  pc 
ing  to  a  clear  elucidation  of  the  subje 
inquiry. 

"  Very  respectfully, 
44  Your  obedient  serv; 

J.  C.  Pembe 

JJeuU- General,  cw 


The  next  day  I  received  a  reply  froi 
these  officers,  which  is  herewith  subzn 
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troops,  and  their  ability  to  make 
1  undergo  the  fatigue  necessary 
i  successful  evacuation  of  this 
•eceived,  and  I  have  the  honor 
,  as  follows  :  My  men  are  very 
om  long  confinement,  more  than 
in  the  trenches,  on  short  rations, 
much  enfeebled,  and  a  consider- 
-ould  be  unable  to  make  the 
idergo  the  fatigue  which  would 
cessary  to  a  successful  evacua- 
.  If  pressed  by  the  enemy,  and 
eseary  to  place  the  Big  Black  in 
$  march,  the  chances  are  that  a 
)f  them  now  in  the  trenches 
eed.  I  believe,  however,  that 
rather  than  be  captured,  would 
8  to  the  utmost  to  accomplish  it. 
unsmit  herewith  the  opinions  of 
manders  on  these  points, 
im,  sir,  respectfully, 
"  Your  obedient  servant, 
C.  S.  Stevenson, 

Mqjor-General." 

"  Division  Headquarters,  1 
Nkak  VicEfflirKG,  July  2,  186S.  J 

a  reply  to  your  coDfidential  note 
questing  to  be  informed  as  to 

my  troops,  and  their  ability  to 
hes  and  undergo  the  fatigues 
:complish  a  successful  evacua- 
nding  as  the  reply  may  be,  I 
hat  I  concur  in  the  unanimous 
rigade  and  regimental  command- 
hysical  condition  and  health  of 
not  sufficiently  good  to  enable 
lish  successfully  the  evacuation. 
3  men  is  still,  however,  unshak- 
Ltisfied  they  will  cheerfully  con- 
3  fatigues  and  privations  of  the 

herewith,  for  your  further  in- 
rigade  reports, 
the  honor  to  be, 
ry  respectfully, 
"  Your  obedient  servant, 

"  Jm  H.  Forney, 

"  Major -General." 

u  DlVBIOJI  HBADQrARXMBS,  ) 

"  July  2,  1868.  / 
Tour  note  of  yesterday  desires 
y  on  two  points,  viz. :  the  con- 
oops,  and  their  ability  to  make 
1  undergo  the  fatigue  necessary 
evacuation  of  this  place.  The 
[larches  and  amount  of  fatigue  I 
uccessful  evacuation,  not  being  — thi 
ine  myself  to  giving  the  follow-  ~ 

and  opinion  :  There  are  about 
ousand  men  in  my  division,  in- 
roops,  in  a  condition  to  under- 

eijyht  or  ten  miles  a  day  in  this 
•e  is  an  opportunity  of  resting 
at  of  these  three  thousand,  only 
sand  are  considered  reliable  in 
•ongrj  opposed  and  much  har- 


A  secret  evacuation  I  consider  almost 
'  impossible,  on  account  of  the  temper  of  many 
in  my  command,  who  would  of  necessity  be  left 
behind,  not  to  mention  their  natural  timidity 
when  left  alone,  which  would  induce  them  to  at 
once  get  into  communication  with  the  enemy 
for  their  own  fancied  safely.  I  would  really 
expect  the  enemy  to  become  aware  of  the  move- 
ment before  my  command  had  cleared  the  right 
of  our  line.  It  is  proper  to  mention  that  the 
two  thousand  alluded  to  have  suffered  severely 
in  the  loss  of  field  officers  during  the  siege, 
and  while  their  individual  bravery  remains  the 
same,  they  will  be  more  readily  thrown  into 
confusion  from  want  of  officers  to  handle  them, 
if  forced  to  halt  and  go  through  any  formation 
to  oppose  an  enemy.  In  other  words,  while 
under  the  impression  that  the  troops  will  to-day 
resist  an  assault  as  obstinately,  or  perhaps  more 
so,  as  when  they  first  manned  the  trenches,  I  do 
not  think  they  would  do  as  well  out  of  them 
and  in  the  field.  I  believe  that  General  John- 
ston either  has  or  win  fight  Grant,  and  my  hope 
has  been  that  he  will  be  successful,  and  in  time 
to  relieve  us ;  at  present,  however,  I  see  no 
chance  of  timely  relief  from  him,  and  his  dis- 
patches have  never  indicated  a  hope  of  being 
able  to  raise  the  siege.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, I  deem  it  best  to  propose  terms  of 
capitulation  before  forced  to  do  so  from  want  of 
provisions.  The,following,  although  not  called 
for  by  your  note*  is  respectfully  stated  on  ac- 
count of  a  personal  conversation  had  some  days 
since.  In  regard  to  evacuating  with  or  without 
entering  into  terms  of  agreement  with  the  ene- 
my, I  should  much  prefer  the  former ;  there  is 
to  my  mind,  no  practical  difference  between 
giving  up  a  place  openly  or  secretly. 
"  I  am,  very  respectfully, 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 

u  M.  8.  Smith, 

Mqjor-Gemer&l" 

'»  Hradqcabters  Bowkx'b  Dm*ox.  ) 
"VxGEgBCBO,  Mm.,  July  2, 1863.  j 

M  General  :  In  reply  to  your  inquiry  of  this 
morning,  in  regard  to  the  condition  of  my  com- 
mand to  force  their  way  through  the  enemy's 
lines,  in  case  that  the  necessity  should  arise  to 
'evacuate  this  position,  I  have  the  honor  to  state 
that  my  men  are  in  as  good,  if  not  better  spirits 
than  any  others  in  the  Tine,  and  able  to  stand  as 
much  fatigue ;  yet,  I  do  not  consider  them  capa- 
ble (physically)  of  enduring  the  hardships  inci- 
dent to  such  an  undertaking.  Forty-five  days 
incessant  duty,  day  and  night,  with  short  rations 
I — the  wear  of  both  mind  and  body,  incident  to 
our  situation,  has  had  a  marked  effect  upon  them, 
'and  I  am  satisfied  that  they  cannot  give  battle 
and  march  over  ten  or  twelve  miles  in  the  same 
day.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  General  Johnston 
has  never  held  out  to  us  the  slightest  hope  that 
the  siege  could  be  raised— that  his  demonstra- 
tkm  in  our  favor  to  relieve  this  exhausted  garri- 
son would,  of  necessity,  be  sufficient  to  raise  it, 
I  see  no  alternative  but  to  rescue  the  command, 
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by  making  terms  with  the  enemy.  Under  the 
most  favorable  circumstances,  were  we  to  cut 
our  way  out,  wo  could  not,  in  my  opinion,  save 
two-thirds  of  our  present  effective  strength :  no 
provision  could  be  made  for  our  wounded  who 
fell  in  the  attempt,  or  those  we  leave  behind  in 
the  hospitals,  and  our  army  would  reach  General 
Johnston  (if  we  should  get  through)  a  mere 
handful  of  broken-down  stragglers.  I  would, 
therefore,  recommend  that  an  immediate  propo- 
sition bo  made  to  capitulate.  If  accepted,  we  get 
everything  we  have  a  right  to  hope  for;  if 
rejected,  we  can  still  hold  out  stubbornly  for 
some  days,  and  our  enemy  may  make  the  prouosal 
to  us.  When  our  rations  are  exhausted,  or 
nearly  so,  we  may  accept  a  surrender  with  the 
condition  of  a  general  parole,  instead  of  impris- 
onment, for  the  command.  If  the  offer  is  made 
at  once,  we  have  a  better  chance  of  making 
terms  than  when  we  havo  only  one  day's  resist- 
ance in  store,  in  case  of  a  refusal.  The  proposi- 
tion coming  from  us,  if  rejected,  will  make  our 
men  determined  to  fight  to  the  last ;  theirs,  on 
the  contrary,  will  feel  that  after  Vickaburg  has 
been  offered,  their  blood  is  shed  to  gratify  a 
mere  vindicu>o  feeling  against  its  garrison, 
whose  only  fault  has  been  the  noble  defence 
they  havo  made ;  and  I  believe  that  numbers  of 
the  enemy  have  still  enough  manhood  to  admire 
our  courage  and  determination,  and  urge  liberal 
terms  of  capitulation. 

"  I  am,  General,  very  respectfully, 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 
"Jno.  3.  Bowex, 

"MoJor-GcLcral." 

The  opinions  of  General  Stevenson's  brigade 
commanders  will  be  found  in  that  officer's  report, 
while  those  of  General  Forney's  are  presented 
in  the  appendix  to  this.  So  far  as  I  know,  not 
a  solitary  brigade  or  regimental  commander 
favored  the  scheme  of  cutting  out ;  and  only 
two,  whose  views  were  presented  to  me.  inti- 
mated the  possibility  of  making  more  than  one- 
half  of  their  commands  available  for  that 
purpose.  With  this  unanimous  opinion  of  my 
officers  against  the  practicability  of  a  successful 
evacuation,  and  no  relief  from  Geueral  Johnston,  | 
a  surrender,  with  or  without  terms,  was  the 
only  alternative  left  me.  I  therefore  addressed 
the  following  note  to  Major-General  Grant : 


"  Viaunuitc;,  July  3,  1883. 

"  Major-General  U.  S.  Grant,  commanding  U.  S. 
Forces,  near  Yicksbicrq,  Miss : 
**  General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  propose  to  yon 

an  armistice  for           hours,  with  a  view  to 

arranging  terms  for  the  capitulation  of  Ticks- 
burg.  To  this  end,  if  agreeable  to  you,  I  will 
appoint  three  commissioners  to  meet  a  like  num- 
ber to  be  named  by  yourself,  at  snch  place  and 
hour  to-day  as  you  may  find  convenient.  I  make 
this  proposition  to  save  the  further  effusion  of 
blood,  which  must  otherwise  bs  *\*e&  to  *  *i\£\i\r 
fnl  extent,  feeling  myself  tu\\y  *b\s  to  mfc\Yv\ava 
my  position  for  a  yet  mtafenite  \*ruA.  TVa 


communication  will  be  handed  you  under  iij-.l 
truce,  by  Major-General  J.  &  Boweu. 
**  I  am,  General,  very  respectfully. 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 
"J.  C.  Pembmtos. 
44  Lieutenant-General,  cuuulcc^ 

In  the  course  of  two  hours  the  annexed  rtplr 
was  received : 

"  Headquarters  DsPAxnoarr  or  m  Itnnt,  * 
«•  Xkar  YKonio,  JqIt  S,  1*61  i" 

"  LietdenanUOeneralJ.  C.  Pemberton^  »mm*i 

ina  Confederate  Forces^  <fec  : 

"  General  :  Your  note  of  this  date  is  just 
received,  proposing  an  armistice  for  stver^ 
hours  for  the  purpose  of  arranging  teraj  rJ 
capitulation  through  commissioners  to  be  ap- 
pointed, &c.   The  useless  effusion  of  blood  y-z 
propose  stopping  by  this  course,  can  be  rofei 
at  any  time  you  may  choose  by  an  uucondto:  a! 
surrender  of  the  city  and  garrison.  Men  t: 
have  shown  so  much  endurance  and  coonee^ 
those  now  in  Vicksburg,  will  alwavs  chalky 
the  respect  of  an  adversary,  and  f  can  ass?- 
you  will  be  treated  with  all  the  respett  r?r:-.  : 
prisoners  of  war.    I  do  not  favor  the  pr  : 
tion  of  appointing  commissioners  to  arraue-r  :L 
terms  of  capitulation,  because  I  have  no  ttna 
other  than  those  indicated  above. 
u  I  am,  General,  very  respectfully. 

"Your  obedient  servant, 
"U.  S.  Grant. 

Upon  the  return  of  General  Bowen  with  £;« 
tetter,  I  understood  that  it  was  the  deer*-  f 
lajor-Gencral  Grant  to  have  a  personal  eo~in- 
nee  with  me,  and  this  being  agreed  to.  atfc*. 
o'clock  p.  m.,  accompanied  by  General  Bo*p: 
and  Captain  Montgomery  (then  supposed  to v* 
a  Lieutenant-Colonel),  I  proceeded  to  the  lis-, 
where  I  met  General  Grant,  surrounded  K  i 
number  of  his  officers.  I  soon  learned  that  tfa*"- 
was  a  mutual  misunderstanding  in  regard  X-*  it- 
desire  for  this  interview,  and  therefore  itfnr_-: 
General  Grant  that  if  he  had  no  terms  t-jo- 
pose  other  than  were  contained  in  his  Ivtter.Vir 
conference  could  terminate,  and  hofitilitirf  V 
resumed  immediately.  After  some  further  e  -- 
vers  at  ion.  he  proposed  that  General  Bowvr!  v  i 
lptain  Montgomery  and  two  of  his  ofS:*:-- 
lajor-Generals  Mcpherson  and  Smith,  sh^il 
:  rtire  for  consultation,  and  suggest  such  !•  r:  * 
as  they  might  think  proper  for  our  coiisid-n- 
;  on.   After  some  conversation  between  ih«-*r 


officers,  we  parted,  with  the  understand^  !b=? 
General  Grant  would  communicate  with  n:- 1  ? 
ten  o'clock  p.m., and  about  that  hour  the  l-l  ^- 
g  letter  was  received : 

«  HXJLDQCABXin  DKMnOBCT  OF  TR  TTfM^K.  : 

41  Nun  Yxxncno,  July  a,  i-*2-  • 


lAeulenanUGeneralJ.  C.  Pemberton,  omand- 


merit  •! 
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^jtittan  for  the  surrender  of  the  city  of  Vicks- 
'mng,  public  stores,  &c  On  your  accepting  the 
-terms  proposed,  I  will  march  one  division,  as  a 
L  guard,  ana  take  possession  at  eight  a.  m.,  to- 
-morrow.  As  soon  as  rolls  can  be  made  out 
"  and  paroles  signed  by  officers  and  men,  you  will 
.  be  allowed  to  march  out  of  our  lines,  the  officers 
~  taking  with  them  their  side-arms  and  clothing, 
mnd  the  field,  staff,  and  cavalry  officers,  one  horse 
.  each.   The  rank  and  file  will  be  allowed  all 
l  their  clothing,  but  no  other  property.   If  these 
^  conditions  are  accepted,  any  amount  of  rations 
*  you  may  deem  necessary  can  be  taken  from  the 
■tores  you  now  have,  and  also  the  necessary  cook- 
ing utensils  for  preparing  them ;  thirty  wagons 
also,  counting  two  two-horse  wagons  or  mule 
teams  as  one,  will  be  allowed  to  transport  such 
articles  as  cannot  be  carried  along.   The  same 
conditions  will  be  allowed  to  all  sick  and  wound- 
ed officers  and  soldiers,  as  fast  as  they  become 
able  to  travel.  The  paroles  of  these  latter  must 
be  signed,  however,  whilst  officers  are  present 
authorized  to  sien  the  roll  of  prisoners. 
**  I  am,  General,  very  respectfully, 

u  Your  obedient  servant, 

u  U.  B.  Grant, 

"Major-Gcneral" 

This  letter  was  immediately  submitted  to  a 
council  of  General  officers.  My  own  inclination 
was  to  reject  these  terms,  but,  after  some  dis- 
cussion, I  addressed  General  Grant  as  follows : 

"  HKADQUAXmB,  Viobbubq,  July  8, 1863. 

u  Major-General  U.  &  Grant,  commanding,  <£a  .* 
"  Gbxeral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  this  date, 
proposing  terms  of  capitulation  for  this  garrison 
and  post  In  the  main,  your  terms  are  accepted ; 
but,  in  justice  both  to  the  honor  and  spirit  of 
my  troops,  I  have  to  submit  the  following  amend- 
ments, which,  if  acceded  to  by  you,  will  perfect 
the  agreement  between  us :  At  ten  a.  m.  to-mor- 
row, I  propose  to  evacuate  the  works  in  and 
around  Vicksburg,  and  to  surrender  the  city  and 
garrison  under  my  command,  by  marching  out 
with  my  colors  and  arms,  stacking  them  in  front 
of  my  present  lines,  after  which  you  will  take 
possession  ;  officers  to  retain  their  side-arms 
and  personal  property,  and  the  right  and  prop- 
erty of  citizens  to  be  respected. 
"  I  am,  General,  very  respectfully, 

u  Your  obedient  servant, 

MJ.  C.  Pbmbbrton, 

"  Lieutenant  General,  commanding.*' 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  fourth,  the  fol- 
lowing reply  was  received : 

"  HKlDQUJJmCHS  DEPllCnCElfT  CP  TIIK  TCTKBeKK,  ) 

41  Boon  Vicepbcbg,  July  4. 1863.  f 

"  General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
receipt  of  your  communication  of  third  instant. 
The  amendments  proposed  by  you  cannot  be 
acceded  to  in  fulL  It  will  be  necessary  to  fur- 
nish every  officer  and  man  with  a  parole,  signed 


by  himself,  which,  with  the  completion  of  the 
roll  of  prisoners,  will  necessarily  take  some 
time.  Again,  I  can  make  no  stipulations  with 
regard  to  the  treatment  of  citizens  and  their 
private  •  property ;  while  I  do  not  propose  to 
cause  them  any  undue  annoyance  or  loss,  I  can- 
not consent  to  have  myself  under  any  restraint 
by  stipulations.  The  property  which  officers 
will  be  allowed  to  take  with  them,  will  be  as 
stated  in  my  proposition  of  last  evening ;  that 
is,  officers  will  be  allowed  their  private  baggage 
and  side-arms,  and  mounted  officers  one  horse 
each.  If  you  mean  by  your  proposition  for  each 
brigade  to  march  to  the  front  of  the  line  now 
occupied  by  it,  and  stack  arms  at  ten  o'clock  a. 
m«,  and  return  to  the  inside  and  remain  as  pris- 
oners until  properly  paroled,  I  will  make  no  ob- 
jection to  it  Should  no  notification  be  received 
of  your  acceptance  of  my  terms  by  nine  o'clock 
a.  il,  I  shall  regard  them  as  having  been  rejected, 
and  shall  act  accordingly.  Should  these  terms 
be  accepted,  white  flags  should  be  displayed 
along  your  lines,  to  prevent  such  of  my  troops 
as  may  not  have  been  notified,  from  firing  upon 
your  men. 
"I  am,  General,  very  respectfully, 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 

"U.  S.  Grant, 

"MaJor-GeneraL" 

In  response  to  this  note,  I  immediately  dis- 
patched the  following,  accepting  the  terms  of 
surrender  as  modified  by  General  Grant : 

"HEADQUARTERS,  VlCKSBUBQ,  July  4,  1863. 

"  Major-General  U.  S.  Grant,  commanding  Unilr 
ed  States  Forces,  efce. 

"  General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  recept  of  your  communication  of  this  date, 
and  in  reply  to  say  that  the  terms  proposed  by 
you  are  accepted. 

'*  Very  respectfully, 

'*  Tour  obedient  servant, 

"J.  C.  PlMBEBTOX, 

"  Lioutenaut-GeneraL  " 

These  terms,  it  may  be  proper  to  say,  were  ap- 
proved by  every  division  and  brigade  com- 
mander, with  one  exception  (Brigadier-General 
Baldwin),  who,  without  offering  any  objection  to 
them,  insisted  upon  holding  out,  but  assigned 
no  reason  for  it  In  accordance  with  this  agree- 
ment, the  garrison  was  surrendered  at  ten 
o'clock  a.  m.,  and  the  Federal  forces  immedi- 
ately took  possession  of  our  works  and  placed 
guards  in  the  city.  If  it  should  be  asked 
why  the  Fourth  of  July  was  selected  for  the 
day  of  the  surrender,  the  answer  is  obvious. 
I  believed  that  on  that  day  I  should  obtain 
better  terms.  Well  aware  of  the  vanity  of 
our  foes,  I  knew  they  would  attach  vast  impor- 
tance to  the  eutrancc  on  the  Fourth  of  July  into 
the  stronghold  of  the  great  river,  and  that,  to 

Satify  their  national  vanity,  they  would  yield 
en  what  could  not  be  extorted  from  them  at 
any  other  tveae.  'tV&a  o^sftscL  <&  ^Saa&  ^a*^ 


ous  to  weir  neaitn.  ic  must  do  rememoerea 
that  for  forty-seven  days  and  nights  these  heroio 
men  had  been  exposed  to  burning  suns,  and 
that  during  all  this  period  they  never  had — by 
day  or  night — the  slightest  relief.  The  extent  of 
our  works  required  every  available  man  in  the 
trenches,  and  even  then  they  were  in  many 
places  insufficiently  manned.  It  was  not  in  my 
power  to  relieve  any  portion  of  the  lino  for  a 
singlo  hour.  Confined  to  the  narrow  limits  of  a 
trench,  with  their  limbs  cramped  and  swollen, 
without  exercise,  constantly  exposed  to  a  mur- 
derous fire  of  shot  and  shell,  while  the  enemy's 
unerring  sharpshooters  stood  ready  to  pick  off 
every  one  visible  above  the  parapets,  is  it 
strange  that  the  men  grew  weak  and  attenu- 
ated ?  They  had  made  a  most  heroic  defence  ; 
many  had  met  death  with  a  smile  upon  thoir 

Z ;  all  had  cheerfully  encountered  danger,  and 
ost  without  a  murmur  had  borne  privation 
and  hardships  well  calculated  to  test  their  man- 
hood. They  had  held  the  place  against  an  ene- 
my five  times  their  number,  admirably  clothed 
and  fed,  and  abundantly  supplied  with  all  the 
appliances  of  war.  Whenever  the  foe  had  at- 
tempted an  assault,  they  drove  him  back  dis- 
comfited, covering  the  ground  with  his  killed 
and  wounded,  and  already  had  they  torn  from 
his  grasp  five  stands  of  colors  as  trophies  of 
their  prowess  (none  of  which  were  allowed  to 
fall  again  into  tneir  hands).  Knowing  the  anx- 
ious desire  of  tho  government  to  relieve  Vicks- 
burg,  I  felt  assured  that,  if  within  the  compass 
of  its  power,  tho  siege  would  be  raised ;  but 
when  fortv-seven  weary  daj's  and  nights  had 
passed,  with  the  knowledge  I  then  possessed 
that  no  adequate  relief  was  to  be  expected,  I 
felt  that  I  ought  not  longer  to  place  in  jeopardy 

*u«  v — — i  ~  i:  1 — 1  v  a^j 


river  at  me  last  moment^  u  yi 
Taylor  can  communicate." 

I  never  received  any  coon 
Major-General  Taylor  on  tike* 
oration,  nor  had  I  any  knowled* 
abouts,  or  of  his  forces,  and  I 
from  General  Johnston  until  th 
when  I  received  his  dispatch 
Vicksburg,  from  the  bearer  wt 
eral  days  confined  and  a  prison* 
authorities.  Had  I  received  Gc 
dispatch  of  the  twenty-seven 
which  he  encouraged  the  hope 
burg  and  the  garrison  might  h 
have  lived  upon  an  ounce  a 
have  continued  to  meet  the 
Grant's  army  rather  than  have 
city  until  General  Johnston  hi 
linquished  that  hope  ;  but  I  di 
dispatch  until  the  twentieth 
Gainesville,  Alabama,  nor  had  ] 
idea  that  such  an  opinion  wa 
General  Johnston;  he  had  fo 
its  possibility.  I  had  notified 
teenth  of  June  that  I  had  enoi 
army  for  yet  twenty  days,  bi 
hope  of  raising  the  siege.  Oi 
of  May,  thirty-four  days  pre^ 
formed  me  that  on  the  arriv; 
division  from  Bragg's  army,  ] 
to  mo."  I  supposed  then,  with 
to  raise  tho  siege.  No  sub 
from  him  sustained  my  uudc 
communication ;  all,  without  € 
date,  spoke  only  of  the  posaibi 
the  garrison.  His  dispatch 
ceived  by  me  six  days  after 
held  out  "no  such  hope,  and  1 
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•  2^  found  his  views  on  that  point  The  dispatch 
~  £\Jm*b&  twenty-second  from  General  Johnston, 
.  <W»detred  it  painfully  apparent  that*the  siege 
cot  be  raised  (to  cross  the  Mississippi 
T**1"*  «s  suggested,  in  the  face  of  the  enemy's 

e***1  *>ocfc.t8  and  land  batteries,  was  an  impossibil- 
»  and  unless  this  was  effected,  the  defence 
-  had  been  so  long  and  gallantly  main- 

5*^*^-  »  ceased  to  be  of  any  practical  utility.  . 
*_*"^>"*^d  as  I  was  of  my  brave  troops,  honoring 
f^**  ^s  I  did  and  do  for  the  courage,  fortitude 
^     Constancy  thoy  had  so  nobly  displayed,  I 
-J^J-*^*  it  would  be  an  act  of  cruel  inhumanity 
fc^?*"J^*ject  them  longer  to  the  terrible  ordeal  to 
,  for  so  many  days  aud  nights,  they  had 
a^Z^^-y  been  exposed.    Brain  and  sinew  will 
J^?^  "^rear  out,  the  bravest  may  be  overpowered 
^>  ^^Xinbers,  and  I  saw  no  advantage  to  be  gained 
V^^fetraeting  a  hopeless  defence,  which  I  knew 
be  attended  with  a  useless  waste  of  life  and 
^^r^K\.  I  had  then  to  choose  between  such 
^^3"  Arable  terms  as  I  might  be  able  to  obtain  and 
^^J^iiconditional  surrender,  or  subject  the  garri- 
and  the  citizens,  including  hundreds  of 
>w  ^tten  and  children,  to  the  horrors  of  an  assault 
^«ich  I  could  no  longer  hope  to  repel. 
V.  Much  (and,  I  think,  unmeritod)  obloquy  has 
^een  cast  upon  me,  by  a  large  portion  of  the 
public  press,  for  an  imputed  failure  to  provide 
Adequately  for  the  subsistence  of  the  garrison  of 
Yicksburg  and  Port  Hudson.    The  government 
ud  my  immediate  military  superior,  perhaps 
better  informed  of  facts,  have,  so  far  as  I  am 
aware,  refrained  from  censure,  reserving  a  deci- 
sion until  a  full  investigation  shall  have  deter- 
mined to  what  extent,  if  any,  it  is  deserved. 
Immediately  on  assuming  command  of  the  De- 
partment of  Mississippi  and  East  Louisiana,  on 
the  fourteenth  of  October,  1862,  I  gave  my 
earnest  and  unremitting  attention  to  the  reorgan- 
ization of  the  several  staff  departments,  ana  to 
the  great  question  of  supplies.  It  is  unnecessary 
to  speak  of  the  great  confusion  and  general  want 
of  system  which  prevailed.   I  found  most  of  the 
district  commanders  exercising  the  authority 
which  pertained  only  to  the  department  com- 
mander, or  to  a  General  commanding  an  army  in 
the  field ;  each  appeared  in  a  great  measure  to 
"be  acting  independently  of  the  other.   To  some 
considerable  extent  this  seemed  necessary,  under 
the  existing  circumstances.    Major-Gcncral  Van 
Dorn  was  in  immediate  command  of  the  army 
at  Holly  Springs,  and  it  naturally  engaged  most 
of  his  attentioiu    General  Bragg,  to  whose 
department  the  geographical  districts,  just 
organized  into  a  separate  department,  had  been 
attached,  was  too  far  removed  to  permit  him  to 
give  his  personal  supervision.  It  resulted  almost 
necessarily  from  this  state  of  things,  that  but 
little  attention  had  been  given  to  the  accumula- 
tion of  supplies.    No  depots  of  importance 
existed  within  the  limits  of  the  department,  nor 
had  any  measures  been  taken  to  establish  them. 
Much  of  the  season  best  suited  to  the  collection 
of  stores  from  the  Trans-Mississippi  had  gone 
by;  they  were  undoubtedly  abundant  there,  but 


my  command  did  not  embrace  that  district  of 
country ;  I  had  no  control  over  the  steamboats 
in  Red  River.  It  was  one  thing  to  purchase 
supplies,  but  another  to  transport  them.  Most 
of  the  boats  were  engaged  in  carrying  sugar, 
molasses  and  salt,  either  for  private  parties,  or 
for  the  government  There  was  great  opposi- 
tion on  the  part  of  owners  at  every  attempt  to 
divert  them  from  these  purposes.  The  govern- 
ment was  appealed  to  against  what  was  styled, 
the  violation  of  the  rights  of  citizens,  by  the 
military  authorities.  It  required  time  to  ascer- 
tain what  was  needed  to  be  done,  and  time  to 
acquire  the  means  of  its  accomplishment  On 
the  twenty-fifth  of  October,  the  necessary  orders 
were  issued  to  procure  and  transport  supplies 
from  the  parishes  of  Point  Coupee,  Concordia, 
and  Tensas.  Major  Caney.  then  chief  com- 
mander, was  directed  to  confer  with  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Broad  well,  agent  of  the  commanding 
General,  then  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  Depart- 
ment ;  but  to  make  arrangements  for  supplying 
the  department  without  relying  upon  Thim. 
Major  Dillon,  Commissary  for  the  army,  with 
Major-General  Van  Dorn,  was  directed  to  use 
every  effort'  to  subsist  it  from  the  northern  and 
north-western  comities.  For  several  months 
after  I  entered  upon  duty  in  the  department, 
there  was  not  water  enough  to  admit  of  the 
passage  into  the  Mississippi  of  the  larger  boats 
which  had  been  run  up  the  Yazoo  or  Red  River 
for  safety.  As  early  as  the  latter  part  of  Octo- 
ber, I  authorized  the  opening  of  the  raft  in  the 
Tazoo,  that  the  smaller  boats  might  pass  out 
Notwithstanding  the  violent  opposition  of  pri- 
vate parties,  very  many  of  these  were  imme- 
diately taken  either  into  the  permanent  employ 
of  the  government,  or  chartered  as  supplies 
could  be  obtained.  The  transportation  of  sugar 
and  molasses  owned  by  the  government  and  by 
speculators  interfered  materially  with  the  rapid 
accumulation  of  other  supplies.  When,  how- 
ever, about  the  eighteenth  of  January,  the  larger 
boats  were  able  to  enter  the  Mississippi,  a 
sufficient  number  was  at  once  put  into  requisi- 
tion for  government  transportation,  and  a  large 
amount  of  corn  and  bacon  was  thrown  into 
Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson  from  the  Trans- 
Mississippi  Department  I  regret,  however,  to 
say  that,  from  want  of  proper  care  and  energy 
upon  the  part  of  those  responsible  for  its  safe 
keeping,  a  large  quantity  of  corn  which  had 
been  landed  on  the  shore  was  removed  so 
slowly,  and  so  little  precaution  taken  to  secure 
it  from  the  effects  of  the  heavy  rains  of  the  sea- 
son,'that  much  was  destroyed  by  that  cause, 
and  much  was  carried  off  by  the  rapid  rise  of  the 
river.  It  happened  that  just  at  this  time,  about 
the  tenth  of  January,  I  made  an  official  visit  to 
Port  Hudson,  and  was  myself  a  witness  of  the 
consequence  of  this  neglect  at  that  point.  On 
the  fourteenth  of  January,  I  addressed  the  fol- 
lowing letter  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Broadwell, 
agent  of  the  Commissary-General,  and  also  for 
my  department,  vmdex  ^^vlvata  \v>sftrosr 
tions : 


tation  to  be  settled  by  the  Quartermaster,  and 
the  wagons  and  teams  to  be  taken  by  the  gov- 
ernment at  a  (air  valuation.  You'had  better  at- 
tend to  salt  first,  bacon  next,  and  to  sugar  after- 
wards. You  are  properly  accredited  to  com- 
manding Generals  elsewhere,  who  are  requested 
to  assist  you  in  accomplishing  my  wishes,  as 
herein  indicated.  I  was  extremely  desirous  at 
this  time  to  procure  a  sufficient  supply  of  salt, 
to  enable  me  to  cure  bacon,  and  with  that  pur- 
pose, an  order  was  issued  prohibiting  the  ex- 
portation of  hogs  from  the  department  The 
difficulty  in  obtaining  salt  in  sufficient  quanti- 
ty at  the  proper  seasen,  prevented  the  success 
of  this  plan  to  any  great  extent  Though  ex- 
tremely anxious  at  this  time  to  purchase  all  the 
meat  possible,  I  did  not  think  it  advisable  to 
make  large  purchases  of  corn  from  the  Trans- 
Mississippi,  for  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson,  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Broadwell  was  so  notified.  It 
has  already  been  shown  that  the  large  amount 
at  Port  Hudson  had  not  been  properly  secured, 
and  more  was  still  being  delivered.  The 
enemy's  attempt  on  Vicksburg,  via  Chickasaw 
Bayou,  had  just  signally  failed,  and  his  troops 
been  withdrawn  and  re-embarked.  Before  the 
first  of  January  supplies  from  Deer  Creek  and 
Sunflower,  could  not  be  brought  down  owing 
to  the  low  stage  of  the  water,  and  when  the  rise 
of  the  river  admitted  their  being  landed  at "  Sny- 
der's Mills,"  the  character  of  the  soil,  and  the 
roads  over  which  wagons  must  pass,  was  such 
as  to  render  transportation  almost  utterly  im- 

{>racticable.  I  had,  however,  appropriated  one 
wndred  wagons  for  that  special  purpose.  In  a 
communication  dated  February  twenty-sixth, 
General  Stevenson  says :  "  During  wet  weather 
we  cannot  use  the  dirt  road  from  Hainos'  Bluff 


the  interference  of  commanding 
other  officers,  with  railroad  trassf 
mediately  on  the  reception  of  Htm 
telegraphed  the  A.  and  L  Gensn 
M  If  I  cannot  control  the  raflroadi  i 
ment,the  business  of  the  depart 
subsistence  of  the  troops,  will  &i 
Colonel  Wadley  may  be  sent  here  i 
rangements  had  been  made,  as  aire 
fully  as  the  means  at  my  disposal 
to  transfer  supplies  from  Snyder's ! 
burg,  and  the  Chief  of  Subsiatei 
tively  ordered  to  keep  constantly  < 
ply  of  not  less  than  sixty  days.  S 
tions  were  given  to  the  Chief  On 
the  department  Every  possibl 
made  to  carry  out  my  orders.  If  If 
accomplishment  of  my  wishes,  it  wi 
stances  utterly  beyond  my  contrc 
remembered  that  almost  continu 
of  troops  and  ordnance  were  nc 
sequence  of  the  persistent  effort 
from  about  the  middle  of  Decern 
of  the  investment  of  Vicksburg. 
teenth  of  February,  the  enemy  1 
ment  through  the  Yazoo  Pass, 
smallest  boats  could  be  employe 
waters.  From  this  date  until  t 
doned  his  designs  not  only  b; 
Tallahatchie,  but  also  by  the 
Deer  Creek,  the  boats  which  w< 
bringing  down  supplies  from  th< 
were  frequently  and  necessarily 
transportation  of  troops  and  nc 
Early  in  February  the  enemy  a 
passing  two  of  his  gunboats 
at  Vicksburg;  this  at  once  rei 
gation  of  the  Mississippi  and  ] 
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»f  General  Ruggles  might  be  de- 
the  supplies  of  the  country  inter- 
Mississippi  and  Ohio  Railroad,  I, 
>  orders  that  neither  grain  nor 
)  allowed  to  leave  the  department; 

The  condition  of  the  Southern 

growing  worse  in  consequence 
litis  and  its  light  structure,  every 
e  on  my  part  to  aid  the  managers 
nd  effectual  repair.  A  communi- 
its  importance  in  a  military  point, 
addressed  to  his- Excellency  the 
le  State  on  the  twentieth  of  Feb- 
lis  assistance  by  the  impressment 

labor  on  it,  the  Vice-President 
ed  me  that  planters  would  not 
s.  On  the  twenty-eighth  of  Feb- 
3nd  of  March  instructions  were 
LieutenantrColonel  Broadwell  to 
e  meat  possible  at  the  price  sug- 

and  notified  also  that  beef  could 
sly,  and  to  send  forward  all  he 
March  first,  Brigadier-General 
irected  by  telegraph  as  follows : 
ve  every  possible  assistance  in 
lin  your  district  all  the  corn, 
con,  and  salted  pork,  that  can  bo 
ard  as  rapidly  as  possible  for 
»urg.  Purchase  from  planters  at 
ces  you  can,  and  impress  all  in 
lators  at  same  rates."  About  the 
jor-General  Taylor,  commanding 
i  was  respectfully  urged  to  have 
bacon,  and  salted  pork,  forward- 
\  me  great  pleasure  to  add  that  I 
ibted  to  his  active  exertions,  as 
enant-Colonel  Broadwell,  for  large 
i  and  meat  On  the  twenty-third 
allowing  letter  was  received  from 
>nel  Broadwell : 

«  .Alkxaxmoa,  La.,  17th  March,  1S63. 
Tour  steamboats  arrived  here  to- 
sport  and  Jefferson,  loaded  chiefly 
le  of  them  had  three  hundred 
ds  of  bacon ;  three  others — the 
ind  Frolic — are  reported  coming 
s ;  five  others — the  Falls  City,  Lou- 
t,  General  Hodges,  and  Ninahnis 
ere,  with  full  cargoes,  designed 
n ;  but  the  Federal  gunboats  are 
ng  the  mouth  of  this  river.  Great 
brtunate.  We  must  try  to  get 
an's  Landing,  fifteen  miles  bafk 

and,  if  possible,  swim  them  at 
it ;  but  the  cattle  here  are  thin, 
It  for  beef,  when  they  arrive  on 
;  in  fact,  it  is  doubtful  whether 
rill  ever  get  through  the  swamps 
ough  which  tney  are  required  to 
5.  As  the  water  declines,  I  think 
trge  quantity,  can  be  crossed  over 
but,  at  present,  the  prospect  of 
applies  from  this  side  is  gloomy 
.  the  hope,  General,  that  the  su- 


\  per  vision  of  steamboat  navigation  may  ombarrass 
i  you  less  than  at  present, 

"  Very  respectfully,  &c., 
u  (Signed)  W.  A.  Bhoadwkll." 

On  the  day  of  its  receipt,  the  above  letter 
■  was  referred  to  Major  Thomas  Johnston,  Chief 
of  Subsistence,  for  his  information,  and  was  re- 
i  turned  with  the  following  indorsement : 

"  Respectfully  returned.  The  following  boats 
have  arrived  out  of  Red  River,  and  have  dis- 
charged their  cargoes  at  Port  Hudson : 

".Frolic,  corn,  to  A.  Q.  M  ; 

u  Louis  d'Or,  corn,  to  A.  Q.  M. ; 

*  Trent,  corn,  to  A.  C.  S.; 

"  Drover,  corn,  to  A.  C.  8. ; 

u  Red  Chief,  corn,  to  A.  C.  S. ; 

"  Starlight,  corn,  to  A.  C.  8. ; 

"  Indian,  corn,  to  A.  C.  8. ; 

"T.  D.  Hine,  bacon,  hogs,  and  beef,  to  A.  C.  S. 

"  The  steamer  General  Hodges  spoken  of,  dis- 
charged her  cargo  at  Alexandria.  The  Louis- 
ville had  twenty  thousand  bushels  of  corn.  The 
Falls  City  turned  over  all  her  cargo  except  three 
hundred  and  fifty  barrels  of  molasses  to  steamer 
T.  D.  Hine.  Lieutenant  Cammack  left  Alexan- 
dria on  the  eighteenth  inst,  one  day  later  than 
the  communication  for  Colonel  Broadwell. 

"  (Signed)  Thos.  Johmstof, 

"lfctfor  and  Chief  of  Subsistence." 

Evidence  of  a  similar  character,  all  showing 
the  constant  and  earnest  efforts  made  by  myself 
and  officers  to  secure  an  ample  store  of  subsist- 
ence for  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson,  could  be 
adduced  to  an  indefinite  extent ;  but  to  give  the 
whole,  would  swell  this  report  to  a  huge  vol- 
ume. I  content  myself,  therefore,  with  throwing 
a  number  of  letters,  orders,  telegrams,  &c,  on 
this  subject,  into  an  appendix.  In  the  month  of 
March  I  was  in  receipt  of  a  number  of  letters 
from  respectable  citizens,  containing  suggestions 
that  were  frequently  valuable;  but,  unfortun- 
ately, they  were  such  that  should  have  been 
made  months  before,  and  some  of  them  at  a 
time  when  I  was  not  in  the  department.  But 
these  suggestions,  whether  timely  and  valuable 
in  themselves  or  not,  were  rendered  worthless 
to  me  by  reason  of  the  then  active  military  op- 
erations on  the  Yazoo  River  and  its  tributaries, 
which  were  constantly  diverting  all  my  boats 
from  the  important  duty  of  transporting  supplies 
to  the  indispensable  service  of  transporting 
troops  and  munitions  of  war.  This  was  also  the 
case  in  many  instances  where  provisions  were 
offered  me  by  citizens.  I  was  offered  supplies 
of  corn  and  meat,  but  at  a  time  when,  from  the 
proximity  of  the  enemy  and  other  causes,  it  was 
utterly  impracticable  for  me  to  make  them  avail- 
able. In  this  connection,  I  cannot  forbear  say- 
ing that,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  where  subsist- 
ence was  offered  me,  the  offer  carried  with  it 
a  demand  for  transportation  which  it  was  en- 
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.  ,  

tirely  out  of  my  power  to  furnish.  To  have 
made  purchases  under  such  circumstances  would 
have  been  simply  ridiculous.  A  cargo  of  bacon 
which  had  been  run  up  Choctaw  Bayou  on  the 
eighteenth  of  April,  to  avoid  the  enemy's  gun- 
boats on  Red  River,  was,  by  the  energetic  exer- 
tions of  Mr.  Howell  Hinds,  of  Jefferson  county, 
Miss.,  successfully  transported  across  the  river 
to  Port  Gibson.  I  was  extremely  anxious  to  get 
this  meat  to  Port  Hudson,  but  the  difficulties  of 
transportation  prevented,  and  before  it  could  be 
removed  by  General  Bowen  to  a  point  of  safety, 
it  became  necessary  to  destroy  much  of  it,  to 
prevent  its  felling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
In  this  connection,  I  again  refer  to  the  fact  that 
when  I  was  compelled  to  abandon  Snyder's  Mills, 
there  was  at  least  thirty  thousand  bushels  of 
corn  at  that  place.  I  mention  this  to  show  that 
there  was  no  deficiency  of  com  in  the  depart- 
ment, but  that  the  great,  and,  indeed,  insupera- 
ble obstacle,  was  the  want  of  transportation  by 
dirt  road,  and  the  almost  constant  and  daily  in- 
terruption of  railroad  communication  on  the 
Southern  road,  which  was  the  only  means  of 
transportation  of  subsistence  to  Vicksburg.'  I 
think  I  have  now  shown  conclusively  that  I 
spared  no  exertion  to  have  Vicksburg  and  Port 
Hudson  abundantly  provisioned,  and  that  when- 
over  the  supply  fell  short  of  the  demand  or  of 
my  expectations,  it  was  caused  by  circumstances 
wholly  beyond  my  control  In  this  connection 
I  may  add,  that  I  had,  at  the  time  of  the  surren- 
der of  Vicksburg,  about  forty  thousand  pounds 
of  pork  and!  bacon,  which  had  been  reserved 
for  the  subsistence  of  my  troops  in  the  event  of 
attempting  to  cut  my  way  out  of  the  city ;  also, 
fifty-one  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty-one 
pounds  of  rice ;  five  thousand  bushels  of  peas ; 
ninety-two  thousand  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  pounds  of  sugar ;  three  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  pounds  of  soap ;  five  hundred 
and  twenty-seven  pounds  of  tallow  candles; 
twenty-seven  pounds  of  star  candles,  and  four 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  thousand  pounds  of 
salt 

Much  unnecessary  clamor  has  been  raised 
about  the  want  of  ammunition  in  Vicksburg.  I 
have  already  shown  that  my  supply  of  ammuni- 
tion was  large,  and  the  principal,  indeed  the 
only,  deficiency  was  in  musket-caps.  The  ap- 
pendix devoted  to  the  subject  of  ordnance  will 
demonstrate  that  I  am  not  responsible  for  that 
deficiency,  whatever  its  extent  may  have  been.  I 
therefore  beg  special  attention  to  my  telegrams 
to  Colonel  Gorgas,  of  the  Ordnance  Department, 
for  ordnance  and  ammunition,  commenced  as 
early  as  November,  within  three  weeks  after  I 
assumed  command  of  the  department,  and  they 
were  continued  persistently  up  to  almost  the 
last  hour  of  uninterrupted  communication  with1 
Richmond.  I  believe  that  the  Chief  of  Ord- 
nance furnished  me  with  everything  in  his 
power.  I  only  desire  that  I  may  not  be  held 
responsible  for  what  the  government  could  not 
furnish. 

I  am  unable,  as  yet,  to  give  full  reports  of  the 


casualties  at  Baker's  Creek,  Big  Black,  tad  e> 
ing  the  siege  of  Vicksburg.  ftey  wit]  be  to- 
warded  as  soon  as  division  eocnnmdmsjl 
have  rendered  them  complete.  TWsnwi 
reference  to  ordnance  and  onbaace  *■* 
Very  many  officers  and  soldiers  km  tab 
guished  themselves  by  particular  sea  of  sj. 
lantry,'or  have  rendered  themsebei  eaaast 
oos  by  untiring  exertions  and  demotion  torn 
So  many,  indeed,  as  to  preclude  tkepoass* 
of  my  referring  to  each  in  the  tar/  d  ftj 
report;  attention  is  therefore  rapacity  » 
vited  to  the  appendix,  and  to  the  report  i* 
division,  brigade,  and  other  commsndn 

I  cannot  close,  however,  without  enmsk 
my  especial  thanks  to  Ifojor-Gtoenli  C I 
Stevenson,  J.  EL  Forney,  and  M.  L  Smith,  as*  i 
Brigadier-Generals  Barton,  Qimminga,  Lei,  si 
Colonel  A.  W.  Reynolds,  of  General  Stem* 
division.  To  Major-General  Fanxfi  IqjA 
commanders,  Brigadier-Generals  Hetirt  d 
Moore ;  to  Major-General  M.  L.  Smith'i  Mai 
commanders,  Brigadier-Generals  Shoup,  II 
win,  and  Vaughn ;  to  Colonels  Gates,  Ms 
and  Cockrell,  of  Bowen'a  division,  and  to  Oft 
onel  Higgius,  commanding  the  river  bribe; 
and  to  Colonel  Waul,  commanding  Texai Learn 
If  the  most  unremitting  attention  to  uVan> 
ous  duties  of  their  position,  entitle  oftoesl 
commendation  and  respect,  they  have  etisi 
all  won  it  during  the  protracted  sad  fnaj 
siege.  To  Mator-General  C.  R  Stevens*  I  ■ 
particularly  indebted  for  much  and  nhsM 
m  many  ways  during  the  siege ;  to  hi  ss> 
diate  supervision  was  principally  intratodsi 
subsistence  of  the  troops. 

To  the  officers  of  my  staff  I  return  my  an* 
thanks  for  the  cheerful  and  zealouf  nam*  ■ 
which  they  have  discharged  all  their  dais 
Colonel  Thomas  H.  Taylor,  who  •cocoas* 
me  on  the  field  at  Baker's  Creek,  and  vto,e* 
ing  the  siege,  was  assigned  to  duty » 
tor-General  and  Commandant  of  the  rot\* 
both  capacities  rendered  most  valuable  a*1* 
Major  Jacob  Thomson,  Inspector-Gtaeal  ■ 
department,  also  accompanied  me  od  At  W 
on  that  occasion,  as  on  all  others,  wkeuff 
office  or  in  the  active  performance  of  ft* 
of  his  department,  has  ever  shown  bisntW* 
and  competent   Major  Thompson,  wadm 
after  the  retreat  into  Vicksburg, 
pany  with  Major  Spragne,  dispatch*! >  + 
municate  in  person  with  General  Wj** 
Major  R.  W.  Memminger,  A.  A.  G., 
Staff;  and  Major  W.  H.  McArdk,  A. 
for  many  months  been  in  the  constsitP**? 
ance  of  their  arduous  and  response* 
pertaining  to  the  Adjntantfleoeral s 
It  is  little  to  say,  that  on  these  office^  J*** 
by  Second  lieutenant  F.  M.  8uffoi4^k 
and  A.  A.  A.  G.,  has  devolved  a  labor 
amount  of  business  scarcely  equalled  imay*"* 
military  department  of  tine  Confedeincyi 
and  night  they  have  devoted  themselwite* 
public  service, and  I  specially  commend** 
and  Major  J.  Thompson  to  the  favorable  coa*» 
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^  of  the  government.    No  officer  in  the 
talent  has  been  more  constantly  and  ac- 
engaged  than  Major  Samuel  Lockett, 
Engineer,  for  his  professional  skill  and 
■lit  judgment,  wherever  occasion  required 
m  Grenada  to  Port  Hudson;  during  the 
of  Vicksburg,  none  exposed  themselves 
l&arlessly  to  danger  than  he  and  his  gal- 
■Militants,  Captains  Po  what  tan  Robinson, 

■  Cooper,  J.  J.  Conway,  D.  Winter,  and 

■  Hagan,  and  Lieutenants  E.  W.  McMahon, 

Flynn,  Geo.  Donnelan,  W.  A.  Gloster, 
Hrd,  Blessing,  and  Mr.  Ginder.  It  gives 
leisure  to  name  them,  and  to  ask  a  recog- 
i  of  their  merits.  I  consider  myself  to 
been  particularly  fortunate  in  the  selection 
lief  Quartermaster  of  the  Department  of 
Hippi  and  East  Louisiana.  Major  L.  Mima 
d  upon  the  duties  of  that  office  immediately 

assuming  command,  and  has  proved  him- 
nainently  qualified  for  the  position ;  his 
r  and  capacity  I  have  rarely  seen  equalled, 
we  that  no  man  could  have  done  more 
lie  means  at  his  disposal  Major  Mime 
really  aided  by  that  most  excellent  and 
rt  officer,  Major  Geo.  Whitfield,  Quarter- 
\  in  charge  of  the  transportation  depart- 

Major  Johnston,  Chief  of  Subsistence, 
aen  untiring  in  his  efforts  to  provide  for 
pe  a  command ;  he  had  great  difficulties  to 
fed  with,  and  generally  has  met  them  suc- 
13Jt.    I  am  also  greatly  indebted  to  my 

raymaster,  Major  A.  B.  Cooke,  for  the 
r  and  energy  he  has  displayed  in  the  exe- 
l  of  the  business  of  his  office.  To  Major 

Gillespie,  Chief  Commissary  of  General 
Dion's  division,  and  acting  Chief  Commis- 
Di  the  army  during  the  siege,  I  owe  my 

■  ;  much  is  due  to  his  energy  and  good 
fftnt   Also  to  Major  Orme,  General  Stev- 

•  Chief  Quartermaster.  Surgeon  Bryan, 
*i  Director  of  the  Army  of  Vicksburg,  ac- 
(iied  me  on  the  field,  and  performed  all  his 

there  and  during  the  siege  to  my  entire 
stdon.  Captain  Bryce,  Ordnance  Store- 
»  displayed  great  ability  and  devotion 
r  during  the  siege.  He  was  everywhere 
ixld  have  been,  and  was  emphatically  the 
cian  in  the  right  place.  Colonel  C.  A.  Ful- 
ipector  of  Heavy  Artillery,  and  Lieuten- 
onel  J.  S.  Saunders,  P.  A.,  Chief  of  Artil- 
the  department,  performed  their  respec- 
*.ties  satisfactorily,  and  Colonel  Saunders 
Dianied  me  on  the  field,  where  he  rendered 
luable  service.  Colonel  W.  T.  Withers, 
of  Field  Artillery  with  the  army,  was  ac- 
*d  attentive  to  his  duties,  and  prompt  in 
Kecution  of  orders.    In  addition  to  his 

•  at  Chief  of  Artillery,  Colonel  Withers 
med  in  command  of  his  regiment ;  he  also 
tpanied  me  on  the  field.  Captain  C.  McRae 
9  A.  A.  G.,  on  dutjr  with  Colonel  T.  H.  Tay- 
78*  of  great  assistance  to  that  excellent 
r,  more  particularly  during  the  siege ;  he 
ccompanied  me  on  the  field,  and  was  oon- 
y  engaged  in  the  transmission  of  orders. 
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To  my  personal  staff,  Lieutenant  J.  H.  Morrison, 
A.  D.  0. ;  Lieutenant  J.  C.  Taylor,  A.  D.  C,  and 
Lieutenant  H.  C.  Tapper,  Twenty-fourth  regi- 
ment Mississippi  volunteers,  A.  D.  C,  I  am 
greatly  indebted,  not  only  for  service  in  the 
field,  but  for  much  laborious  duty  in  the  office, 
and  I  commend  them  to  the  favorable  consider- 
ation of  the  government  Captain  L.  M.  Mont- 
gomery, being  unable  to  reach  the  Trans-Missis- 
sippi Department,  to  which  he  had  been  assign- 
ed, tendered  his  services  as  volunteer  A.  D.  C. 
1  found  him  an  energetic  and  gallant  officer,  and 
a  most  valuable  assistant  To  him,  and  Major 
Sturges  Sprague,  volunteer  A.  D.  C,  who  also 
accompanied  me  on  the  field,  and  was  constant- 
ly engaged  in  the  transmission  of  orders,  I  ten- 
der my  sincere  thanks.  Also  to  Captain  James 
Cooper,  Fourteenth  Mississippi,  who  served  me 
as  volunteer  A.  D.  C.  on  the  occasion  of  the 
battle  of  Baker's  Creek.  Captain  Barclay  and 
Lieutenant  Wilkinson,  of  Bowen's  division,  with 
fifty  brave  fellows -of  that  command,  are  entitled 
to  special  mention  for  their  gallant  conduct  on 
the  night  of  the  thirtieth  of  May,  in  burning 
the  sunken  gunboat  Cincinnati,  which  they  ac- 
complished as  far  as  practicable. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  General, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  Pembebtok, 

Lieuteiuuit-General. 

GENERAL  JOSEPH  E.  JOHNSTON'S  REPORT. 

MBUDLUr,  MBSOHPR,  ) 

November  1,1863./ 

General  S.  Cooper,  Aajntant  and  Inspector-Gen- 
eral: 

Sib  :  The  following  report  of  my  operations 
in  the  Department  of  Mississippi  and  East  Lou- 
isiana, is  respectfully  offered  as  a  substitute  for 
the  imperfect  one  forwarded  by  me  from  Jack- 
son on  May  twenty-seventh,  1863 : 

While  on  my  way  to  Mississippi,  where  I 
thought  my  presence  had  become  necessary,  I 
received,  in  Mobile*  on  March  twelfth,  the  fol- 
lowing telegram  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
dated  March  ninth :  "  Order  General  Bragg  to 
report  to  the  War  Department  for  conference. 
Assume  yourself  direct  charge  of  the  Army  of 
Middle  Tennessee/7  In  obedience  to  this  order 
I  at  once  proceeded  to  Tullahoma.  On  my  arri- 
val I  informed  the  Secretary  of  War,  by  a  tele- 
gram, of  March  nineteenth,  that  General  Bragg 
could  not  then  be  sent  to  Richmond,  as  he  had 
ordered,  on  account  of  the  critical  condition  of 
his  family. 

On  the  tenth  of  April  I  repeated  this  to  the 
President,  and  added,  u  being  unwell  then,  I  af- 
terwards became  sick,  and  am  not  now  able  to 
serve  in  the  field.  General  Bragg  is,  therefore, 
necessary  here."  On  the  twenty-eighth  my  un- 
fitness for  service  in  the  field  was  reported  to 
the  Secretary  of  War. 

On  the  ninth  of  May  I  received,  at  Tullahoma, 
the  following  dispatch,  of  the  same  date,  from 
the  Secretary  of  War:  "Proceed  at  once  to 
Mississippi  and  take  chief  command  of  the 


vanoement  of  his  attempt  on  Vicksburg.  In 
that  of  April  thirteenth, he  Bays:  "I  am  satis- 
fied  Rosecrans  wiU  be  reMorced  from  Grant's 
army.  Shall  I  order  troops  to  Tullahoma  ?" 

On  the  seventeenth  of  April  General  Pem- 
berton  telegraphed  the  return  of  Giant  and  the 
resumption  of  the  operations  against  Vicks- 
burg. 

On  the  twenty-ninth  of  April  he  telegraphed : 
"  The  enemy  is  at  Hard  Tunes,  in  large  force, 
with  barges  and  transports,  indicating  a  purpose 
to  attack  Grand  Gulf  with  a  view  to  Vicksburg." 
He  also  reported  "  heavy  firing  at  Grand  Gulf, 
The  enemy  is  shelling  our  batteries,  both  above 
and  below." 

On  the  first  of  May  he  telegraphed  :  "  A  fu- 
rious battle  has  been  going  on  since  daylight, 
just  below  Port  Hudson.  *  *  *  The  enemy 
can  cross  all  his  army  from  Hard  Times  to 
Bruinsbiirg.  I  should  have  large  reinforce- 
ments. The  enemy's  movements  threaten  Jack- 
son, and,  if  successful,  will  cut  off  Vicksburg 
and  Port  Hudson."  I  at  once  urged  him  to  con- 
centrate, and  to  attack  Grant  immediately  on 
his  landing ;  on  the  next  day  I  sent  the  following 
dispatch  to  him:  "If  Grant  crosses  unite  aU 
your  troops  to  beat  him ;  success  will  give  back 
what  was  abandoned  to  win  it" 

I  telegraphed  to  you  on  the  first :  "  General 
Pemberton  calls  for  large  reinforcements.  They 
cannot  be  sent  from  here  without  giving  up 
Tennessee.  Can  one  or  two  brigades  be  sent 
from  the  east?" 

On  the  seventh  I  again  asked  for  reinforce- 
ments for  Mississippi. 

I  received  no  further  report  of  the  battle  of 
Port  Gibson,  and  on  the  fifth  I  asked  General 
Pemberton :   14  What  is  the  result,  and  where  is 


four  divisions  of  the  enemy, 
occupied  Clinton,  ten  miles  wi 
tween  Ed  wards1  Depot  and  < 
aware  that  reinforcements  wi 
from  the  east,  and  thai  thai 
under  General  Gist,  would  pn 
next  day,  and  with  Maxceys  1 
force  to  about  eleven  thousand 

Upon  this  information  I  sen 
berton,  on  the  same  night,  the 
patch  informing  him  of  my  ai 
occupation  of  Clinton  by  a  p 
army ;  urging  the  importance  < 
communications,  and  ordering 
if  practicable,  on  Shermans  r 
adding,  "  to  beat  such  a  detach 
immense  value — the  troops  ha 
ate.  AU  the  strength  you  can 
should  be  brought — time  is  all 

On  Thursday,  May  fourteen^ 
vanced,  by  the  Raymond  an< 
upon  Jackson.  The  resistance 
fades  of  Gregg  and  Walker  ga' 
for  the  removal  of  the  public  s 
p.  m.,  we  retreated  by  the  Ca 
which  alone  we  could  form 
General  Pemberton.  After  mai 
the  troops  encamped. 

From  this  point  I  sent  to  Gei 
the  dispatch  of  May  fourteent 
following  is  a  copy : 

w  General  :  The  body  of  trm 
my  note  of  last  night,  compelle 
eral  Gregg  and  his  command  t 
son  about  noon  to-day.  The  ne 
the  Canton  road,  at  right  angl 
which  the  enemy  approached.  ] 
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m  the  country  towards  Panola, 
himself  from  the  Mississippi? 
him  off  from  it ;  ami,  above  all, 
impelled  to  fall  back  for  want  of 
im  ?  As  soon  as  the  reinforee- 
,  they  must  be  united  to  the  rest 
am  anxious  to  see  a  force  assem- 
>e  able  to  inflict  a  heavy  blow 

t  be  better  to  place  the  forces  to 
irg  between  General  Loring  and 
merely  observe  the  ferries,  so 
mite  if  opportunity  to  fight  pre- 

>gg  will  move  towards  Canton 

tell  the  truth,  the  forces  at  Jack- 
f  of  Grant's  army.  It  would  de- 
rn  to  beat  it,  which  can  be  done 
rating,  especially  when  the  re- 
Sastern  troops  arrive  ;  they  are 
thirteen  thousand." 

was  not  answered.  General 
?s  in  his  official  report  that  it 
six  p.  m.,  on  the  sixteenth,  whilst 
from  the  battle  field  of  Baker's 

Jay,  May  fifteenth  (Friday),  the 
marched  ten  and  a  half  miles 
tun  Station.  On  the  morning  of 
red  a  letter  from  General  Pem- 
d wards'  Depot,  May  fourteenth 
rO  p. m. s  "I  shall  move,  as  early 
ring  as  practicable,  a  column  of 
and  to  Dillon's.  The  object  is  to 
communications  and  force  him 
I  do  not  consider  my  force  suffi- 
an  attack  on  the  enemy  in  po- 
mpt  to  cut  my  way  to  Jackson." 

first  communication  received 
'emberton  after  my  arrival  at 
m  it  I  learned  that  he  had  not 
Clinton,  ten  hours  after  the  re- 
ers  to  do  so,  and  that  the  junc- 
•ces,  which  could  have  been 
ifteenth,  was  defeated,  and  that, 
of  my  orders,  and  in  opposition 
the  majority  of  the  council  of 
of  all  his  Generals  present — 
placed  the  subject — he  had  de- 
movement  by  which  the  union 
sible.  General  Pemberton  was 
Tucted  that  there  was  but  one 
i  wo  could  unite,  viz.,  by  his 
to  Clinton, 

-Generals  representing  that  their 
rest  after  the  fatigue  they  had 
e  skirmishes  and  march  proced- 
rom  Jackson,  and  having  yet  no 
jnce  of  General  Pemberton's 
leral  Gist's  position,  I  did  not 
ty.  In  tho  evening  I  received 
last  dispatch,  dated  four  miles 
Is'  Depot,  May  sixteenth,  stating 
lim  at  6.80  that  morning ;  that 


"  it  found  the  army  on  the  middle  road  to  Ray- 
mond. The  order  of  countermarch  has  been 
issued.  Owing  to  the  destruction  of  a  bridge 
on  Baker's  Greek,  which  runs  for  some  distance 
parallel  with  the  railroad  and  south  of  it,  our 
march  will  be  on  the  road  leading  from  Edwards' 
Depot  in  the  direction  of  Brownsville.  This 
road  runs  nearly  parallel  with  railroad .  In  going 
to  Clinton,  we  shall  leave  Bolton's  Depot  four 
miles  to  the  right  I  am  thus  particular,  so  that 
you  may  be  able  to  make  a  junction  with  this 
army."  In  a  postscript  he  reported,  "  heavy 
skirmishing  is  going  on  in  my  front" 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  I  received 
General  Pemberton's  first  reply  to  the  order  sent 
him  from  Jackson  to  attack  Sherman,  dated 
Bovina,  May  fourteenth,  9.10  a.  m.,  as  follows: 
"  I  move  at  once,  with  my  whole  available  force, 
from  Edwards'  Depot  In  directing  this  move, 
I  do  not  think  you  fully  comprehend  the  condi- 
tion Vioksburg  will  be  left  in,  but  I  comply  at 
onoe  with  your  order." 

On  May  seventeenth  (Sunday),  I  marched  fif- 
teen miles  in  the  direction  indicated  in  General 
Pemberton's  note,  received  the  previous  even- 
ing. In  the  afternoon  a  letter  was  brought  from 
him,  dated  Bovina,  May  seventeenth,  a  copy  of 
which  has  been  forwarded  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment In  this,  referring  to  my  dispatch  of  May 
thirteenth,  from  Jackson,  General  Pemberton 
wrote :  "  I  notified  you  on  the  morning  of  the 
fourteenth  of  the  receipt  of  your  instructions  to 
move  and  attack  the  enemy  towards  Clinton.  I 
deemed  the  movement  very  hazardous,  pre- 
ferring to  remain  in  position  behind  the  Big 
Black,  and  near  to  Vicksburg.  I  called  a  council 
of  war,  composed  of  all  the  General  officers. 
*  *  *  *  A  majority  of  the  officers 
expressed  themselves  favorable  to  the  movement 
indicated  by  you.  The  others,  including  Major- 
Generals  Loring  and  Stevenson,  preferred  a 
movement  by  which  this  army  might  endeavor 
to  cut  off  the  enemy's  supplies  from  the  Missis- 
sippi. My  own  views  were  expressed  as  un- 
favorable to  any  movement  which  would  remove 
me  from  my  base,  which  was,  and  is,  Vicksburg. 
I  did  not,  however,  see  fit  to  place  my  own  ju&g- 
ment  and  opinion  so  far  in  opposition  as  to  pre- 
vent the  movement  altogether;  but,  believing 
the  only  possibility  of  success  to  be  in  the  plan 
proposed,  of  cutting  off  the  enemy's  supplies,  I 
directed  all  my  disposable  force — say  seventeen 
thousand  five  hundred — towards  Raymond  or 
Dillon's."  It  also  contained  intelligence  of  his 
engagement  with  the  enemy  on  tho  sixteenth, 
near  Baker's  Creek,  three  or  four  miles  from 
Edwards'  Depot,  and  of  his  having  been  com- 
pelled to  withdraw,  with  heavy  loss,  to  Big 
Black  Bridge.  He  further  expressed  apprehen- 
sion that  he  would  be  compelled  to  fall  back 
from  this  point,  and  represented  that,  if  so,  his 
position  at  Snyder's  Mills  would  be  untenable, 
and  said:  "I  have  about  sixty  (60)  days'  pro- 
visions at  Vicksburg  and  Snyder's.  I  respect- 
fully await  your  instructions."  I  immediately 
replied,  May  "M^yw^  ^\xSA* 


line  of  intrenchments  around  Vicksburg, 
been  attacked  and  foroed  back  from  Big  Bl 
Bridge,  and  that  he  had  ordered  Haynes'  Bluff 
to  be  abandoned.  Hia  letter  concluded  with  the 
following  remark :  M I  greatly  regret  that  I  felt 
compelled  to  make  the  advance  beyond  Big 
Black,  which  has  proved  so  disastrous  in  its 
results."  It  will  be  remembered  that  General 
Pemberton  expected  that  Edwards'  Depot 
would  be  the  battle  field  before  I  reached  Jack- 
son. See  his  dispatch  of  the  twelfth,  already 
quoted,  and  that  his  army,  before  he  received 
any  orders  from  me,  was  seven  or  eight  miles 
east  of  the  Big  Black,  near  Edwards'  Depot. 

On  Tuesday,  May  nineteenth,  General  Pember- 
ton's  reply,  dated  Vicksburg,  May  eighteenth, 
to  my  communication  of  the  seventeenth,  was 
brought  me  near  Vernon,  where  I  had  gone 
with  the  troops  under  my  command  for  the  pur- 
pose of  effecting  a  junction  with  him,  in  the 
event  of  his  evacuating  Vicksburg,  as  I  had 
ordered,  in  which  he  advised  me  that  he  had 
"assembled  a  council  of  war  of  the  General 
officers  of  this  command,  and  having  laid  your 
instructions  before  them,  asked  the  free  expres- 
sion of  their  opinion  as  to  the  practicability  of 
carrying  them  out;  the  opinion  was  unani- 
mously expressed,  that  it  was  impossible  to 
withdraw  the  armv  from  this  position  with  such 
morale  and  material,  as  to  be  of  further  use  to 
the  Confederacy.  On  receiving  this  information, 
I  replied :  "  I  am  trying  to  gather  a  force  which 
may  attempt  to  relieve  you.  Hold  out"  The 
same  day  I  sent  orders  to  General  Gardner  to 
evacuate  Port  Hudson. 

I  then  determined,  by  easy  marches,  to  re- 
establish my  line  between  Jackson  and  Canton, 
S8  the  junction  of  the  two  commands  had  be- 


On  the  twenty-third  of  Hi 

giteh  from  Major  General  Q 
udson,  May  twenty-first,  i 
the  enemy  was  about  to  at 
that  the  whole  force  from  B 
his  front,  and  asking  to  be  n 
my  orders  for  the  evacuate 
were  repeated,  and  he  was  h 
not  be  reinforced ;  do  not  all 
invested ;  at  every  risk  save 
practicable  move  in  this  dir 
patch  did  not  reach  Genei 
Hudson  being  then  invested. 

About  the  twenty-fourth  c 
made  such  demonstrations  at 
and  towards  Yazoo  City ,  tha 
division  to  Yazoo  City  with 
it,  and  the  demonstrations 
placed  Loring'8  division  i 
distance  of  Walker's,  and  in  ] 
Clinton. 

Dispatches  arrived  from  C 
dated  Vicksburg,  May  twen 
first  In  that  of  the  twentic 
the  enemy  had  assaulted  hi 
the  day  before,  and  was  re] 
loss.  He  estimated  their  for 
sixty  thousand,  and  asked  tt 
sent,  they  being  his  main  e 
eluded:  "an  army  will  be 
Vicksburg,  and  that  quickly ; 
the  twenty-first  he  wrote  :  ur. 
are  encouraged  by,  a  report 
with  a  large  force.  They  ai 
spirits  and  their  organ  izatioi 
Caps  were  sent  as  fast  ai 
May  twenty-ninth  I  sent  a  < 
Pemberton.  to  the  follnwfa 
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I  replied,  June  fifteenth,  informing  him 
1  had  not  the  means  of  relieving  him,  add- 
f  s  "  *  General  Taylor  will  do  what  he  can  on 
»  opposite  side  of  the  river.   Hold  the  place 
long  as  you  can,  and,  if  possible,  withdraw 
saaaay  direction,  or  cut  your  way  out   It  is 
important  to  keep  Banks  and  his  forces 
m   J."  In  a  dispatch,  dated  June  twentieth, 
Dt  him  word  that  General  Taylor  had  in- 
ed  to  attack  the  enemy  opposite  Port  Ilad- 
<m  the  night  of  the  fifteenth,  and  attempt  to 
1  cattle  across  the  river. 

want  of  field  transportation  rendered 
movement  for  the  relief  of  Port  Hudson 
Bible,  had  a  march  in  that  direction  been 
iaaible ;  but  such  a  march  would  have  en- 
Grant  (who  had  now  completed  his  strong 
around  Vicksburg)  to  havo  cut  my  line  of 

  innication  and  destroyed  my  army;  and 

the  moment  that  I  put  my  troops  in  march 
■  *5iJ3tt  direction,  the  whole  of  Middle  and  North 
*S*^iaasippi  would  havo  been  open  to  tho  enemy. 

June  seventh,  I  repeated  the  substance  of 
^*  ctispatch  of  May  twenty-ninth  to  General 
^S**T^erton- 

i  the  fourth  of  June,  I  had  told  the  Secre- 
of  War,  in  answer  to  his  call  for  my  plans, 
toy  only  plan  was  to  relieve  Vicksburg,  and 
"^J^^orce  was  far  too  small  for  the  purpose. 
g^S^      June  the  tenth,  I  told  him  I  had  not  at  my 

wal  half  tho  troops  necessary. 
fc^^T  ^  tho  twelfth,  I  said  to  him,  "  to  take  from 
^^^■^g  a  force  which  would  make  this  army  fit 
i^^*X>pose  Grant  would  involve  yielding  Tcnnes- 
Sz^«»    It  is  for  the  government  to  decide  be- 

^^"^en  this  State  and  Tennessee." 
*^^^On  the  fourteenth,  I  sent  General  Pemberton 
following :  "  AH  that  we  can  attempt  to  do 
to  save  you  and  your  garrison.   To  do  this, 
^^Xtct  co-operation  is  indispensable.   By  fight- 
ing the  enemy  simultaneously  at  tho  same  point 
his  line  you  may  be  extricated.   Our  joint 
forces  cannot  raise  the  siege  of  Vicksburg.  My 
communication  with  tho  roar  can  best  be  pre- 
served |»y  operating  north  of  railroad.  Inform 
"     me,  as  soon  as  possible,  what  point  will  suit  you 
beet   Tour  dispatches  of  the  twelfth  received. 
General  Taylor,  with  eight  thousand  men,  will 
endeavor  to  open  communications  with  you 
from  Richmond.1'  To  this  communication,  Gen- 
v    eral  Pemberton  replied,  June  twenty-first,  re- 
commending me  to  move  north  of  the  railroad 
^    towards  Vicksburg,  to  keep  the  enemy  at- 
tracted to  that  side,  and  stating  that  he  would 
himself  move  at  the  proper  time  by  the  War- 
renton  road,  crossing  tho  Big  Black  at  Hankin- 
Bon's  Ferry;  that  "the  other  roads  are  too 
strongly  intrenched  and  the  enemv  in  too  heavy 
force  for  a  reasonable  prospect  of  success,"  un- 
less I  could  compel  him  to  abandon  his  commu- 
nications by  Snyder's. 

On  the  fifteenth,  I  expressed  to  the  depart- 
ment the  opinion,  that  without  some  great  blun- 
der of  the  enemy,  we  could  not  hold  both  (Mis- 
sdssipi  and  Tennessee),  and  that  I  considered 
saving  Vicksburg  hopoke*. 


On  the  eighteenth,  I  said  :  "  Grant's  position, 
naturally  very  strong,  is  intrenched  and  pro- 
tected by  powerful  artillery,  and  tho  roads  ob- 
structed. His  reinforcements  have  been,  at 
least,  equal  to  my  whole  force.  The  Big  Black 
covers  him  from  attack,  and  would  out  off  our 
retreat  if  defeated." 

On  June  twenty-second,  in  reply  to  a  dispatch 
from  General  Pemberton,  of  tho  fifteenth,  in 
which  he  said,  that  though  living  on  greatly 
reduced  rations,  he  had  sufficient  for  twenty 
days,  I  informed  him  that  General  Taylor  had 
been  sent  by  General  E.  K.  Smith  to  co-operate 
with  him  from  the  west  bank  of  the  Mississip- 
pi, and  that  in  a  day  or  two  I  would  try  and 
make  a  diversion  in  his  favor,  and,  if  possible, 
open  communications  ;  adding, "  though  I  fear 
my  force  is  too  small  to  effect  tho  latter,  I  have 
only  two-thirds  of  the  force  you  told  messenger 
Saunders  to  state  to  me  as  the  least  with  which 
I  ougHt  to  make  an  attempt  Scouts  report 
the  enemv  fortifying  towards  us,  and  the  roads 
blocked. 

A  day  or  two  after  this  a  dispatch  was 
brought  mo  from  General  Pemberton,  dated 
June  twenty-second,  suggesting  that  I  should 
make  to  General  Grant  "  propositions  to  pass 
this  army  out  with  all  its  arms  and  equipages," 
renewing  his  hope  of  my  being  able,  by  force 
of  arms,  to  act  with  him,  and  expressing  the 
opinion  that  he  could  hold  out  for  fifteen  days 
longer.  To  this  dispatch  I  replied,  June  twenty- 
seventh,  informing  him  that  General  E.  K. 
Smith's  troops  had  fallen  back  to  Delhi,  and 
that  I  had  urged  him  to  assume  the  direct  com- 
mand ;  and  continued,  "  the  determined  spirit 
you  manifest,  and  his  expected  co-operation,  en- 
courage me  to  hope  that  something  may  yet  be 
done  to  save  Vicksburg,  and  to  postpone  both 
of  tho  modes  suggested  of  merely  extricating 
the  garrison.  Negotiations  with  Grant  for  the 
relief  of  the  garrison,  should  they  become  neces- 
sary, must  bo  made  by  you.  It  would  be  a  con- 
fession of  weakness  on  my  part,  which  I  ought 
not  to  make,  to  propose  them ;  when  it  becomes 
necessary  to  make  terms,  they  may  be  consid- 
ered as  made  under  my  authority." 

On  tho  twenty-ninth  of  June,  field  transporta- 
tion and  other  supplies  having  been  obtained, 
the  army  marched  towards  the  Big  Black,  and 
on  the  evening  of  July  first  encamped  between 
Brownsville  and  the  river. 

Reconnoissanoes,  which  occupied  the  second 
and  third,  convinced  me  that  attack  north  of  the 
railroad  was  impracticable.  I  determined,  there- 
fore, to  make  the  examinations  necessary  for 
the  attempt  south  of  the  railroad,  thinking,  from 
what  was  already  known,  that  the  chance  of 
success  was  much  better  there,  although  the 
consequences  of  defeat  might  be  more  dis- 
astrous. 

On  the  night  of  the  third,  a  messenger  was 
sent  to  General  Pemberton  with  information  that 
an  attempt  to  create  a  diversion  would  be  made, 
to  enable  Mm  to  cvft  h\a  sxvd  thai,  t 

hoped  to  attask^&a  sasmg  ^o^^aa  wks&&- 
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On  the  fifth,  however,  we  learned  the  fall  of 
Vicksburg,  and.  therefore,  fell  back  to  Jackson. 

The  army  reached  Jackson  the  evening  of  the 
seventh,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  ninth,  the 
enemy  appeared  in  heavy  force  in  front  of  the 
works  thrown  up  for  the  defence  of  the  place. 
These,  consisting  of  a  line  of  rifle-pits,  prepared 
at  intervals  for  artillery,  extended  from  a  point 
north  of  the  town,  a  little  east  of  the  Canton 
road,  to  a  point  sonth  of  the  town,  within  a 
short  distance  of  Pearl  River,  and  covered  most 
of  the  approaches  west  of  the  river ;  bat  were 
badly  located  and  constructed,  presenting  but  a 
slight  obstacle  to  a  vigorous  assault 

The  troops  promptly  took  their  assigned  po- 
sitions in  the  intrenchments  on  the  appearance 
of  the  enemy,  in  expectation  of  an  immediate 
assault  Major-General  Loring  occupying  the 
right ;  Major-General  Walker,  the  right  of  the 
centre ;  Major-General  French,  the  left  of  the 
centre,  and  Major-General  Breckinridge  the  left 
The  cavalry,  under  Brigadier-General  Jackson, 
was  ordered  to  observe  and  guard  the  fords  of 
Pearl  River  above  and  below  the  town. 

The  reports  that  had  at  various  times  been 
made  to  me  by  the  commanding  officers  of 
troops  encamped  near  Jackson,  of  the  scarcity 
of  water,  led  me  to  believe  that  Sherman,  who 
advanced  in  heavy  order  of  battle  from  Clinton, 
could  not  besiege,  but  would  be  compelled  to 
make  an  assault  His  force  was  represented  to 
consist  of  his  own  and  Ord's  army  corps  and 
three  divisions  in  addition.  The  spirit  and  con- 
fidence manifested  by  the  whole  army  under  my 
command  were  such  that,  notwithstanding  this 
vast  superiority  of  numbers,  I  felt  assured,  with 
the  advantages  given  by  the  intrenchments. 
weak  as  they  were,  an  assault  by  him  would 
result  in  his  discomfiture. 

Instead  of  attacking,  the  enemy,  as  soon  as 
they  arrived,  commenced  intrenching,  and  con- 
structing batteries.  On  the  tenth,  there  was 
spirited  skirmishing,  with  slight  cannonading, 
continuing  throughout  the  day.  This  was  kept 
up  with  varying  intensity  and  but  little  inter- 
ruption until  the  period  of  our  evacuation. 
Hills  commanding  and  encircling  the  town, 
within  easy  cannon  range,  offered  favorable 
sites  for  batteries.  A  cross-fire  of  shot  and 
shell  reached  all  parts  of  the  town,  showing  the 
position  to  be  entirely  untenable  against  a  pow- 
erful artillery. 

On  the  eleventh,  I  telegraphed  the  President : 
"  If  the  position  and  works  were  not  bad,  want 
of  stores,  which  could  not  be  collected,  would 
make  it  impossible  to  stand  a  siege.  If  the 
enemy  will  not  attack*  we  must,  or,  at  the  last 
moment,  withdraw.  We  cannot  attack  seriously 
without  risking  the  army." 

On  the  twelfth,  besides  the  shirmishing,  there 
was  a  heavy  cannonade  from  the  batteries  near 
the  Canton  and  South  Clinton  roads.  The  mis- 
siles reached  all  parts  of  the  town.  An  assault, 
though  not  a  vigorous  one,  was  also  made  upon 
Major-General  Breckinridge's  line.  It  was 
quickly  repelled,  however — ^imc^3^  V? 


direct  fire  of  Cobb's  and  Slocomb'sbt 
flank  attack  of  the  skirmishers  oi 
Third,  and  Fourth  Florida,  and  F< 
Georgia  regiments.  The  enemy's  k 
hundred  prisoners,  nearly  the  w 
killed,  many  wounded,  and  the  o 
Twenty-eighth,  Forty-first,  and  Fif 
nois  regiments. 

By  the  thirteenth  the  enemy  hi 
his  fines  until  both  his  flanks 'rest 
River. 

I  telegraphed  the  President,  on  flu 
that  a  large  force  lately  left  Vicksbi 
us  on  the  north.  This  will  compel 
don  Jackson.  The  troops  before  u 
intrenching  and  constructing  bail 
their  arrivaLw 

On  the  fifteenth  I  telegraphed  the 
"  The  enemy  is  evidently  making  a  i 
we  cannot  resist  It  would  be  mac 
tack  him.  The  remainder  of  the  i 
Grant  at  Vicksburg,  is,  beyond  do 
way  to  this  place." 

On  the  sixteenth  of  July  informal 
ceived  that  a  large  train  from  Vicksb 
with  ammunition,  was  near  the  ezx 
This,  and  the  condition  of  their  baft 
it  probable  that  Sherman  would,  o 
day,  concentrate  upon  us  the  fire  o 
hundred  guns.  It  was  also  report* 
enemy  had  crossed  Pearl  River  in 
their  left  flank.  The  evacuation  < 
that  night  was,  therefore,  determined 

Our  withdrawal  was  effected  on  ti 
the  sixteenth.  All  public  property  ai 
and  wounded,  except  a  few  not  into 
be  moved,  had  been  previously  can 
rear.  The  right  wing  retired  toward 
by  the  new  Brandon  road,  and  the  lei 
the  old  Brandon  road.  The  cavalry 
to  destroy  the  bridges  over  Pearl  Riv 
serve  the  enemy.  The  evacuation  * 
covered  by  the  enemy  until  the  next  i 

Our  loss  during  the  sieze  was  es 
seventy-one  killed,  five  hundred 
wounded,  and  about  twenty-five  mi* 
army  retired,  by  easy  marches,  10  M 
tant  about  thirty-five  miles  from  Jad 
sertions  during  the  siege  and  on  i 
were,  I  regret  to  say,  frequent 

Two  divisions  of  the  enemy,  wit 
drove  our  cavalry  through  Brandon  o 
teenth,  returning  to  Jackson  the  next  < 
object  seemed  to  be  to  destroy  tfc 
bridges  and  depots. 

Colonel  J.  L.  Logan,  commanding 
force  around  Port  Hudson,  reported : 
oessful  engagements  with  detachafl 
enemy. 

On  the  twelfth  of  July  I  received  g 
from  Colonel  Lo^an,  of  the  snnvow 
Hudson  on  the  ninth ;  subsequent  * 
of  Major  Jackson,  A.  A.  G.,  w*  fgjj 
forming  me  of  the  surrender.  TW* 
that  provision  was  exhausted,  « ■ 
position  of  the  enemy  rendered  it  4 
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garrison  to  cat  its  way  out ;  bat  two 
id  five  hundred  of  the  garrison  were  fit 
f  at  the  time  of  the  surrender, 
snemy  advanced  against  Yazoo  City  both 
.  and  water  on  the  thirteenth.  The  at- 
'  the  gunboats  was  handsomely  repulsed 

heavy  battery,  under  the  command  of 
rider  Isaac  N.  Brown,  of  the  navy.  The 
ilb,"  the  flag-ship  of  the  hostile  squadron, 
clad,  mounting  thirteen  guns,  was  sunk 
rpedo.  To  the  force  advancing  by  land 
stance  was  made  by  the  garrison,  com- 

by  Colonel  Creasman,  of  the  Twenty- 
brth  Carolina  regiment, 
e  introduced  my  dispatch  of  May  four- 
nto  this  report,  because  General  Pember- 
bt  stating  that  it  was  not  received  until 
e  battle  of  Baker's  Creek,  claimed  that  al- 
he  had  not  acted  on  those  instructions, 
er  suggested  the  very  movement  he  had 
md  for  the  same  purpose.  When  the 
was  at  Jackson  the  letter  suggested  a 
ent  for  the  sole  purpose  of  dislodging  him, 

stated.  General  Pemberton's  march, 
hatever  purpose  made,  was  begun  after 
mv  had  abandoned  Jackson,  and  was  al- 
ius presence.  My  order  of  the  fifteenth — 
;h  time  I  should  have  joined  General 
ton,  to  take  immediate  command  of  the 
my,  but  that  I  was  still  too  weak  to  at- 
tich  a  ride— which  was  received  by  him 
rly  on  the  morning  of  the  sixteenth,  re- 
u'm  to  abandon  that  movement ;  had  he . 
it  the  battle  of  Baker's  Creek  Would  have 
caped. 

t  the  middle  of  January,  finding  the  cav- 
Mississippi  inactive,  and  being  satisfied, 
representations  of  well  informed  persons, 
ted  with  the  country,  that  it  could  not 
ally  employed  in  Mississippi  until  late  in 
ng,  and  persuaded  that  a  larger  cavalry 
as  needed  to  cover  that  portion  of  Ten- 
from  which  General  Bragg  was  drawing 
plies,  I  transferred  about  two-thirds  of 
Bjry  of  Mississippi  to  Tennessee, 
lis  transfer  from  Mississippi  at  a  time 
feneral  Grant  had  fallen  back  on  Memphis, 
nrman  and  McClernand  had  been'  repulsed 
aburg,  I  gave  strength  to  the  Army  of 
see.  which  had  been  greatly  reduced  by 
ragemonte  near  Murfreesboro,  and  ena- 
sneral  Bragg  to  cover  the  country  and 
lupplies  for  his  army, 
t  March  twentieth,  General  Pemberton 

for  cavalry  for  the  protection  of  the 
a  part  of  the  State  during  the  planting 

but  his  reports  heretofore  referred  to, 
<l  that  the  enemy's  forces  were  to  be 
id  in  Tennessee  rather  than  Mississippi, 
»  Dorn's  cavalry  being  then  absolutely 
7  to  hold  the  country  from  which  Gen- 
fgg  was  drawing  his  supplies,  I  could 

it,  and  so  informed  General  Pemberton. 
*  reported  that  Grant's  army  was  return- 
»  ^Mississippi,  a  strong  brigade  of  cavalry 
**ed  from  Tennessee  into  that  State. 
^— Doc.  38 


The  time  to  strike  the  enemy  with  the  best 
hope  of  saving  Vicksburg,  was  when  he  was 
landing  near  Bruinsburg.  To  do  this  with  any 
prospect  of  success,  a  rapid  concentration  of  all 
the  forces  should  have  been  made,  and  an  attack. 
Under  this  conviction,  I  telegraphed  to  General 
Pemberton  on  May  first,  from  Tullahoma :  "  If 
Grant's  army  lands  on  this  side  of  the  river,  the 
safety  of  Mississippi  depends  on  beating  it  For 
that  object  you  should  unite  your  whole  force." 
And,  again,  on  May  second :  "  If  Grant  crosses, 
unite  your  whole  force  to  beat  him.  Success 
will  give  back  what  was  abandoned  to  win  it" 

These  instructions  were  neglected,  and  time 
was  given  to  Grant  to  gain  a  foothold  in  the 
State,  and  at  Port  Gibson  and  Raymond  detach- 
ments of  our  troops  were  defeated  and  driven 
back  by  overwhelming  numbers  of  the  enemy. 

On  the  thirteenth,  when  I  learned  that  there 
were  four  divisions  of  the  enemy  at  Clinton,  dis- 
tant twenty  miles  from  the  main  body  of  General 
Pemberton's  forces,  I  gave  him  orders  to  attack 
them,  and  notified  him  that  we  could  co-operate. 
This  order  General  Pemberton  disobeyed ;  and 
so  reported  to  roe  in  his  letter  of  the  seven- 
teenth. I  directed  him  to  move  twenty  miles  to 
the  east  to  co-operate  with  me  in  attacking  Sher- 
man. He  moved  to  the  south,  and  made  our 
co-operation  and  junction  impossible.  He  claims 
that  this  order  compelled  him  to  make  the  ad- 
vance beyond  the  Big  Black,  which  proved  so 
"disastrous."  Before  I  had  reached  Jackson, 
and  before  the  order  was  given,  General  Pem- 
berton made  his  first  advance  beyond  (east  of) 
the  Big  Black,  to  Edwards'  Depot;  after  the 
receipt  of  the  order,  in  violation  of  it,  he  made 
his  second  and  his  last  advance  from  that  point 
to  the  field  of  Baker's  Creek.  He  further  claims 
that  this  order  caused  the  subversion  of  his 
"matured  plans."  I  do  not  know  what  those 
plans  were,  but  am  startled  to  find  matured  plans 
given  up  for  a  movement  in  violation  of  my  or- 
ders, rejected  by  a  majority  of  his  council  of 
war,  and  disapproved  (as  he  states)  by  himself. 
On  the  twelfth,  he  wrote  me  that  if  he  could 
collect  force  enough,  Edwards'  Depot  would  be 
the  battle-field.  The  battle  of  Baker's  Creek 
was  fought  three  or  four  miles  from  Edwards' 
Depot  The  presence  of  the  enemy  was  reported 
to  him  the  night  before.  There  was  no  apparent 
obstacle  to  prevent  him  from  resuming  his  orig- 
inal position,  and  carrying  out  his  "  matured 
plans." 

It  is  a  new  military  principle,  that  when  an 
officer  disobeys  a  positive  order  of  his  superior, 
that  superior  becomes  responsible  for  any  meas- 
ure his  subordinate  may  choose  to  substitute  for 
that  ordered. 

But,  had  the  battle  of  Baker's  Creek  not  been 
fought,  General  Pemberton's  belief  that  Vicks- 
burg was  his  base,  rendered  his  ruin  inevitable. 
He  would  still  have  been  besieged,  and,  there- 
fore, captured.  The  larger  force  he  would  have 
carried  into  the  lines,  would  have  added  to,  and 
hastened  the  catastrophe.  His  disasters  were 
due  not  merely  to  his  entangling  him3elf  with 
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the  advancing  columns  of  a  superior  and  unob- 
served enemy,  but  to  his  evident  determination 
to  be  besieged  in  Vicksburg,  instead  of  manoeu- 
vring to  prevent  a  siege. 

Convinced  of  the  impossibility  of  collecting  a 
sufficient  force  to  break  the  investment  of  Vicks- 
burg should  it  be  completed,  appreciating  the 
difficulty  of  extricating  the  garrison,  and  con- 
vinced that  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson  had 
lost  most  of  their  value  by  the  repeated  passage 
of  armed  vessels  and  transports,  I  ordered  the 
evacuation  of  both  places.  General  Gardner 
did  not  receive  this  order  before  the  investment 
of  Port  Hudson,  if  at  all.  General  Pemberton 
set  aside  this  order,  under  the  advice  of  a  council 
of  war,  and,  though  he  had  in  Vicksburg  eight 
thousand  fresh  troops  not  demoralized  by  de- 
feat, decided  that  it  "  was  impossible  to  with- 
draw the  army  from  this  position  with  such 
morale  and  material  as  to  be  of  further  service 
to  the  Confederacy ;"  but,  11  to  hold  Vicksburg 
as  long  as  possible,  with  the  firm  hope  that  the 
government  may  yet  be  able  to  assist  me  in 
keeping  this  obstruction  to  the  enemy's  free 
navigation  of  the  Mississippi  River."  Vicks- 
burg was  greatly  imperilled  when  my  instruc- 
tions from  Tullahoma  to  concentrate  were  neg- 
lected; it  was  lost  when  my  orders  of  the 
thirteenth  and  fifteenth  of  May  were  disobeyed. 
To  this  loss  were  added  the  labor,  privations, 
and  certain  destruction  of  a  gallant  army,  when 
my  orders  for  its  evacuation  were  set  aside. 

In  this  report  I  have  been  compelled  to  enter 
into  many  details,  and  to  make  some  animadver- 
sions upon  the  conduct  of  General  Pemberton. 

The  one  was  no  pleasant  task ;  the  other  was 
a  most  painful  duty.  Both  have  been  forced 
upon  me  by  the  official  report  of  General  Pem- 
berton, made  to  the  War  Department  instead  of 
to  me,  to  whom  it  was  due. 

General  Pemberton,  by  direct  assertion  and  by 
implication,  puts  upon  me  the  responsibility  of 
the  movements  which  led  his  army  to  defeat  at 
Baker's  Creek  and  the  Big  Black  Bridge— defeats 
which  produced  the  loss  of  Vicksburg  and  its 
army. 

This  statement  has  been  circulated  by  the 

J)ress,  in  more  or  loss  detail,  and  with  more  or 
ess  marks  of  an  official  character,  until  my  silence 
would  be  almost  an  acknowledgment  of  the  jus- 
tice of  the  charge. 

A  proper  regard  for  the  good  opinion  of  my 
government  has  compelled  mo,  therefore,  to 
throw  aside  that -delicacy  which  I  would  gladly 
have  observed  towards  a  brother  officer,  suffer- 
ing much  undeserved  obloquy,  and  to  show  that 
in  his  short  campaign  General  Pemberton  made 
not  a  single  movement  in  obedience  to  my  or- 
ders, ana  regarded  none  of  my  instructions; 
and,  finally,  did  not  embrace  the  only  opportu- 
nity to  save  his  army — that  given  by  my  order 
to  abandon  Vicksburg. 
Most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOfflTSTOH, 

General. 


UTTER  FROU  PROFESSOR  TOIL. 

Wzluaxdck,  taeS.ni 
lb  the  Editor  qf  the  Rebellion  Record  : 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  Dr.  Crsrei 
diary: 

"  Pemberton  made  a  splendid  deface  of  T& 
burg,  and  might  have  been  relieved  if  the  rfis 
commanding  the  army  sent  to  relieve  his  ffo 
oral  Johnston)  had  not  failed  to  obev  the  writ* 
orders  to  attack  General  Grant,  wnich  &  & 
don,  then  Secretary  of  War.  had  sent  If* 
same  officer,  who  was  upheld  incomnnik 
the  anti-administration  party,  had  vigortmta 
tacked  Sherman  at  Atlanta  when  directed,  it 
fortunes  of  war  would  have  been  changed 
Sherman  hurled  back  to  Nashville  over  a  Mi 
and  wasted  country — his  retreat  little  lea* 
astrous  than  Napoleon's  from  Moscow.  Heal 
not  do  so,  and  was  relieved ;  General  H-4i 
true  and  spirited  soldier,  taking  his  place,  k 
the  opportunity  then  was  gone ;  and  Indus- 
lay,  more  than  to  any  other  cause,  the  Sris 

Eeople  will  attribute  their  overthrow  iteaw 
istory  comes  to  be  truly  written.'' 
In  the  statement  this  extract  contact 
General  J.  R  Johnston  failed  to  ober  "M» 
orders"  or  directions  to  attack  General  6nsi 
Vicksburg,  iu  1863,  or  General  Sherman  at* 
lanta,  in  1864,  there  is  a  mistake,  cwai* 
doubt,  by  Dr.  Craven  having  misaOTreassl 
his  distinguished  patient,  with  wn'«,n* 
misfortunes,  I  know  no  one  sympathize** 
truly  than  General  Johnston.  I  venture  to  a* 
this  correction,  in  justice  to  a  war-worn  vrtj 
who  freely  shed  his  blood  in  ddto*^* 
Southern  cause,  and  who  is  too  good  a  a* 
to  wilfully  disregard  an  order  of  hu 
superior.  The  only  approach  to  an  order  t>J 
tack  General  Grant  in  1863.  was  given  it  a* 
gram  from  the  Secretary  of  War, and*** 
modified,  and  virtually  revoked,  by  a"* 

£Alo<rranKir>  (tnmmnniMfinn    TOomVfld  tut  aV» 


telegraphic  communication,  recerreS  A* 
day.   The  gentleman  who  was  at  the  tia** 
refcary  of  War  of  the  Confederate 


\ 


too  much  wisdom  and  practical  sea***^ 
"  positive  order"  to  General  Johnston 
with  his  army  of  about  twenty-ttoto**^ 
men  General  Grant's  army,  nunberf***^ 
eighty  thousand,  covered,  in  a  position- 
natural  strength,  by  the  unfordabte  IF-*"*, 
River,  and  by  formidable  lines  of 
ments,  defended  at  all  points  by 
tillery. 

In  like  manner,  no  such  orders  **^2^ 
during  the  Atlanta  campaign,  and  tha^2^3 
that  befell  the  Army  of  Tennessee  after  C-^ 
Johnston  was  relieved,  dearly  demoo^^ 
that  they  ought  not  to  have  been  pvw^j^ 

Eosition  on  General  Johnston's  statnda^^ 
itions  to  him,  caused  all  his  oocrcspoa*^ 
with  the  authorities  in  lUchmond,  bj  i  " 
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•em  made  I  am  fully  prepared  to 

respectfully, 

our  obedient  servant, 

Bxnj.  S.  Ewell. 


Doc  47. 

BATTLE  OF  HELENA. 

LIEUTENANT-GENERAL  HOLMES. 

Lrtlb  Rock,  August  14, 186a. 

rral  TP.  R.  Boggs,  Chief  of  Stctf, 
Trans-Mississippi  t  Shreveport, 

lave  the  honor  to  submit  to  the 
end  commanding  the  following 
ittack  made  by  me  upon  Helena, 
f  July,  1863: 

of  June,  1862,  the  Federal  forces 
Curtis,  from  the  attempted  inva- 
as  betook  themselves  to  the  city 
there  fortified.  Since  that  time 
nstantiy  and  heavily  garrisoned 
p8.  uie  possession  of  this  place 
mense  advantage  to  the  enemy, 
lave  threatened  at  all  times  an 
ansae,  thereby  rendering  it  neces- 
s  should  be  held  in  position  to 
asion.  From  it  they  have  con- 
ie  and  sentiments  of  a  large  and 
>  of  country.  It  has  been  to  them 
it  depot  for  troops  in  their  opera- 
icksburg. 

ese  great  advantages  to  them,  of 
rrassment  to  my  movement  else- 
rom  the  proximity  of  a  large  and 
ly,  and  of  the  deleterious  effect 
i  of  the  State  caused  by  their 
is  deemed  of  very  great  impor- 
Bhould  be  driven  from  their  only 
Lrkansas.  As  a  means  of  raising 
iksburg,  and  of  keeping  the  Mis- 
losed,  in  the  event  of  a  surren- 
ty,  the  policy  of  the  move  was 
ent  Moreover,  from  information, 
able,  in  my  possession,  the  cap- 
by  the  forces  at  my  disposal 
ly  practicable. 

teenth  June,  1863, 1  telegraphed 
jreneral  Smith,  that  I  believed  I 
place,  and  asked  his  permission 
'wo  days  after  I  started  to  Jack- 
to  consult  with  Generals  Price 
e,  and  to  make  the  necessary  pre- 
ements.  The  result  of  this  inter- 
ollowing  orders: 
(land,  consisting  of  General  Mc- 
and  General  Parsons'  Missouri 
fantry,  constituting  Price's  divis- 
>ls  Green's  and  Shelby's  brigades 
ivalry,  Marmaduke's  division  to 
Cotton  Plant,  and  Brigadier-Gen- 
Lrkansas  brigade  of  infantry,  at 
the  twentynsixth  June  (Friday), 


whence,  by  converging  roads,  the  two  columns 
would  move  in  the  direction  of  Helena.  I  also 
informed  General  Walker,  commanding  brigade 
of  cavalry  in  the  vicinity  of  Helena,  of  my  in- 
tention, and  directed  him  to  allow  no  ingress  to 
the  place. 

Upon  my  return  to  Little  Rock,  I  found  that 
General  Smith  had  fully  sanctioned  my  proposed 
attack,  and  that  the  Secretary  of  War  nad  writ- 
ten a  strong  letter,  suggesting,  advising,  and 
urging  it  Thus  encouraged,  on  the  twenty- 
sixth  of  June,  I  proceeded  to  Clarendon,  and  as- 
sumed command  of  the  expedition.  From  un- 
avoidable necessity,  consequent  upon  rain,  high 
water,  and  wretched  roads,  General  Price's  com- 
mand did  not  reach  its  rendezvous  for  four  days 
after  the  day  fixed,  thus  giving  the  enemy  abun- 
dant notice  of  my  approach.  General  Fagan 
arrived  at  his  place  of  rendezvous  (Clarendon), 
on  the  twenty-sixth.  As  soon  as  the  troops 
were  in  position,  I  proceeded  towards  Helena 
by  converging  roads,  and  reached  Allan  Polk's 
house,  five  miles  from  Helena,  on  the  morning 
of  July  third. 

Having  received  full,  accurate,  and  reliable  in- 
formation of  the  forces  and  fortifications  of  the 
enemy  in  Helena,  and  the  topography  of  the 
surrounding  country,  I  here  made  the  final  dis- 
position for  the  attack.  That  information  dis- 
closed that  the  place  was  very  much  more  diffi- 
cult of  access,  and  the  fortifications  very  much 
stronger  than  I  had  supposed,  before  undertak- 
ing the  expedition ;  the  features  of  the  country 
being  peculiarly  adap.ted  to  defence,  and  all 
that  the  art  of  engineering  could  do  having  been 
brought  to  bear  to  strengthen  it  The  fortifica- 
tions consisted  of  one  regular  work,  heavily 
armed  with  siege  guns,  and  four  strong  re- 
doubts, mounted  with  field  pieces  and  protected 
by  rifle-pits  on  suburban  hills. 

The  disposition  for  the  attack  was  as  per  fol- 
lowing order : 

44  The  attack  on  Helena  will  be  made-  to-mor- 
row morning  at  daylight,  and  as  follows : 

"  First — Major-Gfeneral  Price,  in  command  of 
McRae's  and  Parsons'  brigades,  will  proceed  by 
the  best  route,  assume  position,  assault  and  take 
Graveyard  Hill,  at  daylight 

44  Second — Brigadier-General  Walker,  with  his 
cavalry  brigade,  will,  in  like  manner,  proceed 
to  the  Stirling  road,  where  he  will  hold  himself 
in  position,  to  resist  any  troops  that  may  ap- 
proach Righton  Hill ;  and  when  that  position  is 
captured,  he  will  enter  the  town  and  act  against 
the  enemy  as  circumstances  may  justify.  % 

"  Third — Brigadier-General  Fagan  will  proceed 
by  the  best  route,  assume  position,  and  take  the 
batteries  on  Hindman  Hill,  at  daylight 

"  Fourth — Brigadier-General  Marmaduke  will 
proceed  with  his  command,  bv  the  best  route, 
assume  position,  and  take  Righton  Hill,  at  day- 
light" 

****** 

This  plan  of  attack  was  fully  concurred  in  by 
all  my  General  officers,  and  the  part  assigned  to 
each  accepted  with  alacrity. 
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to  General  Fagan  rapid  informatiozi  of  any  at- 
tempt to  flank  him.  His  artillery  was  alao  sent 
forward  on  this,  the  only  practicable  road,  with 
the  hope  that  it  might  assist  in  creating  a  diver- 
sion, and  thereby  aid  the  general  movement 

I  took  a  position  a  little  after  daylight  on  the 
Graveyard  Ridge,  half  a  mile  from  the  fortifica- 
tions, a  central  point,  there  to  await  the  develop- 
ment of  the  attack. 

Soon  after  daylight,  Brigadier-General  Mar- 
madnko  drove  in  the  pickets  of  the  enemy  in 
his  front  and  assaulted  Righton  Fort  It  is  be- 
lieved that  a  strong,  vigorous,  and  sudden  at- 
tack on  this  fort  would  have  been  successful ; 
but  some  delay  occurring,  a  heavy  force  of  the 
enemy  appeared  on  his  left  flank  and  rear,  and 
held  him  perfectly  in  check  during  the  whole  day. 
It  was  the  peculiar  duty  of  Brigadier-General 
Walker  to  have  prevented  this  movement  on 
the  part  of  the  enemy,  and,  as  represented  by 
General  Marmaduke,  the  same  could  have  been 
easily  accomplished.  Ho  satisfactory  reason 
has  been  given  by  General  Walker  why  this 
service  was  not  rendered.  This  attack,  being 
most  remote,  was  not  under  my  personal  super- 
vision, and  was  too  distant  for  me  to  give  spe- 
cific orders. 

The  assault  on  the  first  line  of  rifle-pits,  in 
front  of  Hindman  Hill,  was  made  at  a  few  min- 
utes after  daylight  General  Fagan,  at  the  head 
of  his  brigade,  charged  gallantly  over  four  lines, 
under  a  deadly  fire  from  the  rifle-pits  and  guns 
on  his  front,  and  most  disastrous  enfilading  fire 
from  Graveyard  Hill  on  the  left,  previous  to  the 
attack  by  General  Price.  Having  driven  the 
enemy  from,  and  carried  the  fifth  and  last  lino 
of  rifle-pits,  the  brave  men,  who  had  followed 
him  thus  far,  overcome  by  sheer  exhaustion,  re- 
sulting from  the  inordinate  exertion  of  their 
difficult  charge,  and  the  intense  heat  of  the  day, 
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and  his  command,  I  ordered 
Parsons,  the  only  General  offiot 
ceed  at  once  to  attack  the  Hia 
rear.  Everything  was  in  confi 
and  brigades  mixed  up  indiscr 
order  was  not  attended  to.  I 
wards  I  sent  an  order  to  General 
effect,  and  then  returned  to  my 

Two  or  three  hundred  yari 
passed  Brigadier-General  Mcl 
joined  his  brigade  since  the  as 
him  at  once  to  the  fort 

It  seems  that  General  McR; 
designated  by  General  Price  i 
Fagan 's  assistance.  After  ma 
ceeded  on  this  duty,  but  utterl 
the  slightest  aid,  making  no  a 
the  hill. 

Not  having  been  advised 
General  McRae,  and  being  inn 
lay,  I  proceeded  again  to  the  t 
Hill,  where  I  found  General  F 
three  hundred  or  four  hundre< 
gade.  He  informed  me  that  G< 
been  ..ordered  to  the  relief  o 
That  officer  was  nowhere  tc 
General  Fagan,  with  greatly  n 
being  assaulted  and  driven  b 
largely  reinforced.  Under  the 
at  ten  and  a  half  a.  m.,  I  or 
to  be  withdrawn. 

My  retreat  from  Helena  w 
most  perfect  order,  and  witi 
demoralization  of  any  kind. 

My  whole  force  engaged  i 
amounted  to  seven  thousand 
forty-six  (7,646).  My  loss,  ac 
tained,  is  one  hundred  and  i 
killed ;  six  hundred  and  e 
wounded ;  seven  hundred  ant 
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ad  of  this,  the  regiments  and  bri- 
i  re-formed  instantly,  the  capture 
11,  and  consequently  of  the  town, 
3n  of  easy  occurrence, 
a  this  report  without  expressing 
to  his  Excellency,  Harris  Flam- 
of  Arkansas,  who  accompanied 
iy  confidence,  during  the  whole 
we  to  his  cool,  discriminating 
iy  valuable  suggestions.  His 
dence,  and  zeal  had  no  little  in- 
tpirit  and  energy  of  the  Arkansas 
i  Colonel  Gordon  Rear,  Adjutant- 
State,  acted  as  volunteer  Aids-de- 
itaff  during  the  battle.  As  the 
d,  which  should  have  succeeded, 
U  expressions  of  commendation, 
the  brave  officers  and  men  who 
hemselves  will  willingly  forego 
le  to  them,  in  consideration  that 
ountry  reaped  no  benefit  from 

•nor  to  be,  General, 
y  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  H.  Holmbs, 

Iieutenant-GenoraL 

OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  PRICE. 

HZADQUAKTZRS  PRICK'S  DmSIOX,  } 

Camp  osr  Joxhb'  Lakk,  July  13,  1863.  J 

W.  Hinsdale,  A.  A.  G.: 
ave  the  honor  to  submit  to  the 
era!  commanding,  the  following 
irt  taken  by  this  division  in  the 
on  Helena  on  the  fourth  instant : 
iport,  in  obedience  to  his  orders, 
econd  day  of  June,  with  this  di- 
rmaduke's  division  of  cavalry, 
greatly  impeded  by  the  extraor- 
hich,  beginning  on  the  evening 
•fourth  June,  and  falling  almost 
ission  for  four  days,  made  Hie 
and  creeks,  over  which  my  route 
tome  and  swamps  through  which 
□passable  to  troops,  unprovided, 
nth  the  means  of  repairing  roads 
ig  bridges  or  rafts.  I  was,  how- 
by  the  skill  and  energy  of  my 
7  the  willing  endurance  and  la- 
*y  of  my  men,  to  surmount  these 
stacles,  and  to  reach,  on  the  morn- 
instant,  a  point  within  five  miles 

nt,  Lieutenant-General  Holmes, 
1  the  immediate  command  of  all 
re  Helena,  detached  Marmaduke's 
my  command,  leaving  me  two 
one  of  Arkansians,  under  Briga- 
andridge  McRae,  consisting  of 
i  of  infantry  and  a  field  battery, 
lundred  and  twenty-seven  men 
v ;  the  other  of  Missourians,  un- 
reneral  M.  Monroe  Parsons,  con- 
regiments  of  infantry,  a  battalion 
rs,  and  a  field  battery,  having  in 


all,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-eight 
(1,868)  men  present  for  duty.  These  two  bri- 
gades constituted  this  division. 

The  order  of  attack  directed  that  (I,  "  in  com- 
mand of  McRae's  and  Parson's  brigades,  should 
proceed  by  the  best  route,  assume  position,  as- 
sault and  take  the  Graveyard  Hill  at  daylight.'' 
I  made  my  dispositions  accordingly,  and  moved 
at  midnight,  with  Parsons'  brigade  in  front 

As  my  route  lay  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
way  across  abrupt  hills  and  deep  ravines,  over 
which  it  was  utterly  impracticable  to  move  my 
artillery  during  the  darkness,  I  ordered  the 
pieces  to  be  left  behind  until  daybreak,  and 
armed  details  from  each  battery  to  accompany 
the  infantry,  in  order  to  man  the  guns  which  I 
expected  to  capture. 

Finding,  when  I  had  gotten  within  a  mile  and 
a  half  of  the  position  which  I  had  been  ordered 
to  take,  that  my  division  would  arrive  upon  the 
ground  prematurely,  I  ordered  a  halt,  during 
which  the  Lieutenant-General  commanding  came 
to  and  remained  with  the  division  until  the  dawn 
of  day,  when  the  line  of  march  was  resumed. 
Then  pushing  forward  rapidly,  until  my  skir- 
mishers had  become  engaged  with  those  of  the 
enemy,  and  within  half  a  mile  of  his  works,  the 
troops  were  formed  into  two  columns  of  divis- 
ions, Parsons'  brigade  occupying  the  right  and 
moving  in  front 

The  enemy's  fire  becoming  somewhat  sharp 
about  this  time,  the  guides  who  were  conduct- 
ing the  columns  took  occasion  to  leave  unper- 
ceived.  Some  confusion  and  consequent  delay 
ensued,  but  another  guide  having  been  obtained, 
the  head  of  the  column  soon  occupied  the  posi- 
tion from  which  the  assault  was  to  be  made.  A 
brief  halt  was  here  ordered,  to  give  the  troops 
time  to  recover  somewhat  from  the  exhausting 
fatigues  consequent  upon  their  rapid  march  over 
a  succession  of  almost  precipitous  and  heavily 
wooded  hills. 

The  order  for  the  assault  (as  explained  to  the 
General  officers  and  regimental  commanders  of 
the  division  the  evening  before)  directed  that 
General  Parsons,  moving  in  front,  should  halt 
the  head  of  his  column  at  the  point  from  which 
he  was  to  make  the  assault,  until  the  head  of 
General  McRae's  column  should  reach  its  posi- 
tion on  the  left,  when  both  columns  should 
advance  simultaneously  to  the  assault 

During  the  brief  halt  just  alluded  to,  and  just 
as  I  had  ordered  General  McRae  forward,  the 
Lieutenant-General  commanding  rode  up  and 
asked  why  the  assault  had  not  been  made.  I 
explained  the  facts  to  him,  and  thinking  that 
time  enough  had  elapsed  for  General  McRae  to 
get  into  position,  I  dispatched  one  of  my  staff 
to  General  Parsons  to  ascertain  why  he  was  not 
advancing.  He  replied  that  he  was  waiting  for 
General  McRae  to  get  into  position.  Mean- 
while General  McRao  had  moved  his  brigade 
into  position,  but  (owing  to  the  difficulties  and 
necessities  of  the  ground)  further  to  the  left 
than  had  been  originally  ordered  and  explained 
to  General  Parsons,  and  with  a  high  ridge  inter- 


canister,  which  were  Doured  upon  them,  not 
only  from  the  Gravevara  Hill  in  tneir  front,  bat 
from  the  fortified  hills  upon  the  right  and  the 
left,  both  of  which  were  in  easy  range. 

The  enemy  gave  way  before  the  impetuous 
assault  of  the  attacking  columns,  which,  enter- 
ing the  works  almost  simultaneously,  planted 
tho  Confederate  flag  upon  the  summit  of  the 
Graveyard  Hill. 

Each  brigade  had  done  its  allotted  duty  with 
equal  zeal,  devotion,  and  gallantry,  and  each  is 
entitled  to  an  equal  share  of  the  honor  which 
justly  attaches  to  those  who  discharge  their 
duty  as  theso  men  did,  fearlessly,  well,  and  suc- 
cessfully. 

Being  in  possession  of  the  hill,  and  finding 
that  the  captured  guns  had  been  shot-wedged,  I 
directed  my  Chief  of  Artillery  to  bring  forward 
the  pieces  which  I  had  left  behind.  This  he 
did  as  promptly  as  tho  difficulties  of  the  ground 
would  permit,  but  not  until  it  was  too  late  for 
them  to  bo  usod  in  the  action.  Meanwhile  a 
heavy  fire  was  concentrated  upon  the  hill  from 
the  lour  fortified  positions,  which  the  enemy 
still  continued  to  hold,  and  from  tho  hill-sides 
and  ravines,  under  cover  of  which  their  sharp- 
shooters delivered  a  well-directed  and  very 
effective  fire,  whilst  the  gunboat,  which  lay  in 
front  of  the  town,  kept  up  an  unintermitting  dis- 
charge of  its  heavy  guns. 

Perceiving  at  once  that  the  surest  way  to 
relieve  my  men  from  the  disastrous  effects  of 
this  galling  fire,  was  to  aid  General  Fagan  to 
take  the  enemy's  works  upon  my  right,  and 
receiving  information  at  the  same  time,  that  that 
gallant  officer  had  been  repulsed  in  every  at- 
tempt to  assault  those  works,  I  sent  to  General 
Parsons  an  order  directing  him  to  move  his  bri- 

fade  forthwith  to  the  reinforcement  of  General 
agan.   Ho  replied  to  the  officer  by  whom  I 


was  equally  obvious  that,  unk 
be  promptly  sent  to  General  1 
attack  upon  Helena  must  fai 
these  circumstances  that  I  r 
from  the  lieutenant-General 
withdraw  my  division.  In 
this  order  my  troops  were 
point  about  four  miles  from  H 
rested  for  the  night,  and  ree 
hither  on  the  morning  of  the  f 
The  Lieutenant-General  com 
self  a  witness  of  the  conduc 
He  saw  the  alacrity  with  whi 
to  thepositions  to  which  they 
ed.  He  knows  the  steadinea 
courage  with  which  they  mc 
of  a  deadly  fire,  over  deep  ra 
itous  hills,  obstructed  with 
into,  and  over  the  works  whit 
ordered  to  take,  driving  every 
He  himself  was  a  witness 
bravery  and  enduring  const 
animated  by  his  own  inspirin 
lant  bearing,  they  stood  uns 
centre  of  that  unceasing  fire 
against  them  from  gunboat,  f 
rifle-pits.  I  am  sure  that  he 
tribute  of  praise  to  which 
endurance  entitle  them.  ". 
reports  of  Brigadier-Genera] 
sons  will  explain  in  detail 
their  respective  brigades,  aj 
Lieutenant-General  common 
officers  and  men  as  are  pai 
of  mention.  I  have  not  beei 
fectly  accurate  reports  of  th 
division,  but  these  may  be  st 
as  follows : 

1  l 
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entail  some  delay  in  the  revision  of 


admirable  conduct  of  Brigadier-General 
us,  not  only  upon  the  field,  but  upon  the 
merits  my  earnest  comn*mdation,  whilst 
—1  ill  and  gallantry,  as  well  as  his  long  and 
rCerrupted  active  service  as  Brigadier-Gen- 
,  first  in  the  Missouri  State  Guard,  and  more 
rtly  in  tho  Provisional  Army'of  the  Confed- 
ates,  are,  in  my  opinion,  worthy  of  re- 
■Vfcion  on  the  part  of  the  government 
reut  also  commend  the  excellent  discipline 
^  General  McRao  maintains  at  all  times  in 
de ;  the  marked  good  sense  and  energy 
inch  he  conducted  its  march  to  Helena ; 
promptitude  with  which  ho  has  always 
^—^^d  my  commands,  and  tho  earnest  efforts 
he  made  to  reinforce  General  Fagan  to- 
fc^*»  the  close  of  the  attack. 
«aave  not  in  my  former  reports  mentioned 
^CfciBcers  of  my  staff,  though  most  of  them 
~"    beem  eminently  deserving  of  praise  for 
fct  and  meritorious  conduct  upon  more  than 
"    **ard-fought  field.   Justice  requires  that  I 
^Jj^d.  not  permit  the  present  occasion  to  pass 
^^J^ut  placing  upon  record  my  sense  and  ap- 
~*>ation  of  the  worth  and  merits  of  those  of 
t,  at  least,  who  participated  in  the  present 
lament 

^tjor  Thomas  L.  Snead,  Senior  Assistant  Ad- 
Qt-General  of  my  command,  to  whom  I  have 
fc^T^3  often  indebted  for  vigorous  support  in 
~    J^tt  of  perilous  trial  (apart  from  the  intelli- 
^"Vt  and  faithful  performance  of  the  responsible 
.  onerous  duties  of  his  office),  surpassed  him- 
f  this  day  in  the  intrepid  manner  with  which 
1  bore  himself  throughout  the  conflict,  rally- 
the  troops  again  and  again,  and  urging  them 
^Qrward  to  the  scone  of  action. 
\     In  this  work,  under  the  hottest  fire  of  tho 
"  -  toemy,  and  until  we  had  swept  their  intrench- 
^  ttents  and  carried  the  hill,  he  was  faithfully, 

*  fearlessly,  and  gallantly  assisted  by  Major  L.  A. 
Maclean,  A.  A.  G. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  my  Aids-de-Oamp,  Liou- 
tenant  Richard  T.  Morrison  and  Lieutenant  Cel- 
ana  Price,  for  their  willing  assistance  promptly 
rendered  upon  this,  as  upon  other  hotly  cou- 
:   tested  fields. 

I  commend  all  these  officers  to  the  Lieuten- 
ant-General commanding,  and  through  him  to 
-  the  President,  for  promotion,  on  account  of  gal- 

•  lant  and  meritorious  conduct  in  tho  field. 

Acting  Engineers,  John  Mhoon,  of  Alabama, 
and  D.  C.  Cage,  of  Mississippi,  not  only  deserve 
honorable  mention  for  then:  gallantry  upon  the 
field,  but  for  the  skill  and  energy  with  which 
fhey  overcame  the  difficulties  that  obstructed 
my  road  from  Cache  River  to  Helena.  I  have 
repeatedly  recommended  Mr.  Mhoon  for  ap- 
pointment in  the  Engineer  corps,  and  again  re- 
spectfully urge  the  President  to  recognize  the 
worth  of  so  excellent  an  officer.  Mr.  Cage's 
services  demand  a  similar  recognition. 
-.  Nor  should  the  less  conspicuous,  but  equally 
useful,  services  of  Major  Isaac  Brinker  and  Ma- 


jor John  Reid  be  passed  over  in  silence.  To 
the  practical  good  sense  and  untiring  and  well 
directed  energy  of  the' former,  as  Chief  Quarter- 
master of  my  division,  I  am  greatly  indebted 
for  the  accomplishment  of  the  march  to  Helena 
and  back  to  this  point;  while  the  latter,  as 
Chief  Commissary  of  Subsistence,  has,  in  spite 
of  many  difficulties,  continued  to  subsist  the 
troops  both  regularly  and  well. 

LieutenankColouel  Clay  Taylor,  Chief  of  Ar- 
tillery and  acting  Chief  of  Ordnance,  discharged 
the  onerous  duties  of  both  those  offices  with 
laborious  fidelity  and  to  my  entire  satisfaction. 

To  my  Chief  Surgeon,  Thomas  D.  Wooten,  to 
Surgeon  William  M.  McPheeters,  and  to  Assist- 
ant Field  Purveyor  R.  M.  Slaughter,  mv  con- 
stant thanks  and  commendation  are  due  for  the 
sedulous  manner  in  which  they  have  at  all  times 
devoted  themselves  to  the  sick  and  wounded, 
but  never  more  humanely  or  more  conspicuously 
than  upon  this  occasion. 

These  gentlemen  tell  me  that  they  owe  their 
grateful  acknowledgments  to  tho  Reverend  Mr. 
Marvin  for  the  very  important  services  which 
he  rendered  at  their  hospitals,  not  only  offering 
the  consolation  of  his  holy  office  to  tho  dying, 
but  ministering  assiduously  to  the  wants  of  the 
wounded. 

Major  John  Tyler,  C.  S.  A.,  acting,  for  want  of 
an  appropriate  command,  as  volunteer  Aid-de- 
Camp,  remained  by  my  side  in  view  of  special 
contingencies,  which  might  fittingly  task  his 
valuable  accoinplishments. 

Mr.  Charles  T.  Perrie,  volunteer  Aid-de-Camp, 
is  also  entitled  to  my  thanks  for  the  activity 
which  he  displayed  at  tho  opening  of  the  at- 
tack. 

I  would  refer  particularly  to  the  gallant  con- 
duct and  bearing  of  Mr.  Gustavus  A.  Dyer, 
Clerk  in  tho  office  of  the  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General,  and  of  Orderly  Daniel  M.  Kavanaugb, 
both  of  whom  have,  by  their  conduct  in  tne 
field,  merited  commissions  in  the  army,  and  both 
of  whom  have  borne  themselves  equally  well  in 
more  important  battle  fields. 

Major  Ilenry  M.  Clark,  Assistant  Inpector- 
Genoral,  was  detained  from  the  field  by  serious 
illness ;  Major  E.  C.  Cabell,  Paymaster,  by  duties 
elsewhere. 

I  am,  Captain,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Steeling  Price, 

Major-General. 

REPORT  OF  GENERAL  PARSONS. 

Headquarters  FJuJxa  Brigade*  Price's  Drvmox, ) 
July  10, 1863.  J 

Major  T.  L.  Snead,  A.  A.  G. : 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  follow- 
ing as  the  part  taken  by  my  brigade  iu  tho  bat- 
tle of  Helena,  on  the  fourth  instant : 

On  the  evening  of  tho  third  of  July  the  army 
bivouacked  on  the  Little  Rock  and  Helena  road, 
and  six  miles  from  the  latter  place.  It  having 
been  determined  to  attack  the  enemy  at  dawn 
next  morning,  the  disposition  of  the  troops  for 
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adH  held  at  all  hazards.  It  was  represented  to 
contain  six  heavy  pieces,  protected  by  earth- 
works and  a  line  of  rifle-pits  on  its  front,  and 
extremely  inaccessible  on  account. of  the  nu- 
merous sharp  ridges,  steep  ravines,  and  felled 
timber,  in  its  front  and  flank.  These  works 
were  situated  between  Fort  Hindman  on  the 
right,  and  another  fort  on  the  left,  both  being 
within  rifle  ranee  of  the  position  to  be  assailed 
by  my  command,  and  supported  in  its  rear  by 
another  fort  between  it  and  the  town  of  Helena, 
and  Fort  Curtis  obliquely  to  the  right  and  rear 
of  the  work  to  be  assaulted.  All  these  fortifi- 
cations were  situated  upon  high,  ^steep  hills, 
with  deep  ravines  and  felled  timber  between, 
rendering  the  rapid  and  orderly  movement  of 
the  Iroops  very  difficult 

At  twelve  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  third, 
the  division  was  put  in  motion,  my  brigade  in 
advance,  which  moved  in  the  following  order, 
viz.:  first,  battalion  of  sharpshooters,  Major 
Pindall  commanding,  in  front ;  second,  the  Ninth 
regiment,  Colonel  White ;  third,  the  Eighth 
regiment,  Colonel  Burns  commanding;  fourth, 
the  Seventh  regiment,  Colonel  Lewis  command- 
ing ;  fifth,  the  Tenth  regiment,  Colonel  Pickett 
commanding.  After  moving  on  the  main  road 
about  two  miles,  the  column  diverged  to  the 
left,  along  an  obscure  path  for  two  nines  further, 
and  then  left  this  path  to  the  left,  and  followed 
up  a  rivulet,  until  arriving  within  about  one  and 
a  naif  miles  of  Graveyard  Hill.  Day  having  not 
yet  dawned,  a  halt  was  ordered,  to  await  suffi- 
cient light,  during  which  time  my  command  was 
ordered  to  "load."  I  had  previously  thrown 
out  well  to  the  front,  as  skirmishers,  Major  Pin- 
dalTs  battalion  of  sharpshooters,  to  which  com- 
mand was  attached  Captain  Biscoe's  company  of 
sharpshooters,  from  McRae's  brigade.  Taking 
advantage  of  this  halt,  I  particularly  instructed 


oiguo  V4  uimuuu   ui  icot 

moved  steadily  and  firmly  fa 
time  Pindall's  sharpshooters  hi 
musket  range  of  the  enemy's  i 
behind  stumps  and  logs,  and 
felled  trees,  were  delivering  i 
upon  the  gunners  of  the  enemj 

Upon  arriving  within  three  o 
the  line  of  rifle-pits,  I  again  hal 
to  allow  rest,  and  to  enable  £ 
McRae  to  move  upon  my  left  ai 
as  previously  agreed  upon  bet 
ana  myself,  for  the  purpose  of 
bined  assault  upon  the  works 
was  announced  to  me  that  he  * 
ordered  the  "  forward"  at  doubl< 
officers  and  men  responded  wii 
at  this  moment  a  heavy  fire  m 
right  flank  from  a  rifle-pit,  di 
hundred  and  fifty  yards ;  also  til 
from  Fort  Hindman  were  sho* 
the  column.  This  was  the  cri 
watched  with  an  anxious  eye 
my  battalions  would  falter  or 
flank  attack,  but  they  moved 
heeding  the  murderous  missiles 
on  them  both  from  front  an< 
my  attention  to  the  front,  the 
columns  (McRae's  and  mine) 
rifle-pits,  and  in  an  instant  A 
waving  over  the  works,  annoi 
yard  Hill  was  won. 

Thirty  men  of  Tilden's  bat 
armed  and  sent  forward  witl 
regiment,  under  command  of 
neur,  for  the  purpose  of  wo 
guns,  upon  their  capture,  th 
ately  took  them  in  charge, 
wedged  in  the  bore,  aud  t 
taken  away  the  worms,  he  cot 
He  and  his  men  resumed  tl 
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A  ft,  those  devoted  troops  were  exposed 
ml  cross-fire  from  the  enemy's  artillery 
:  maaketry.  It  was  here  that  my  loss  was  the 
^wieat ;  not  more  than  half  of  those  that  went 
-fcbat  direction  returned — the  remainder  were 
wounded,  and  taken  prisoners. 
>zn  time  to  time  the  enemy  made  repeated 
Lulls  on  Graveyard  Hill,  but  was  always  suc- 
Uy  repulsed.   Whilst  General  McRae  and 
Twere  thus  holding  it  under  the  terrific 
of  bullets  hurled  upon  us,  both  from  the 
L*  And  from  the  left,  he  suggested  that  if  I, 
zny  command,  would  hold  the  position,  he 
d  assault  Fort  Ilindman  in  the  rear,  which 
i^ral  Pagan  was  then  engaging  in  front  This 
_^**|g,ement  having  been  agreed  upon,  he  moved 
what  troops  he  had  at  his  disposal  to  the 
;  but,beuig  assailed  by  the  guns  from  the 
the  musketry  from  the  rifle-pits,  and  in 
z    *>y  the  heavy  artillery  from  the  gunboat, 
compelled  to  withdraw  his  gallant  com- 
jr?**  J1**0  the  timber  for  shelter. 
^^-^Xt-ix^g  these  operations  against  Fort  Ilindman, 
0J^Iietiiy  was  continually  shelling  my  position 
fort  upon  my  left,  and  repeatedly  ad- 
^^^^^  against  me,  but  was  each  time  repulsed. 
t*Or*X"-S?'  lagan  having  retired  from  the  assault 
<*^^ort  Biwdman,  no  troops  were  now  upon 
^^J**^ld  except  my  own.   The  enemy  moved 
^^rj-    Tue  in  front  and  upon  both  flanks,  and 
^•^/^^^  a  ^u"0118  cross-fire  of  artillery  from  right 
fc^^^^Ct  I  still  maintained  my  position,  driving 
i^^"^-  the  enemy's  infantrv  wherever  assaulted. 
^  quarter  past  ten  o  clock  a.  m.,  I  received 
5*^er  ^rom        Major-General  commanding 
^  retire."  I  immediately  sent  orders  to  com- 

hJ*dants  of  regiments  and  PipdalTs  battalion  to 
^^^jhdraw  their  commands  in  good  order,  and 
^Sp^t  the  enemy  as  they  retired.   At  half-past 
"  ^J^a.  m.9  I  withdrew  my  command  from  the 

m  It  gpves  me  great  pain  to  report  the  heavy 
^  "toes  in  brave  officers  and  men  that  my  brigade 
•ustained  on  that  bloody  field.   The  following 
Commissioned  officers  of  the  Ninth  regiment  fell 
;  billed  on  the  field :  Major  Sandford,  Captain 
^  l^aunius,  Lieutenant  Spencer.    The  following 
Vere    woimded  :   Colonel    White,  Adjutant 
Iliomas,  Lieutenants  Kelly,  Essleman,  and  Kerr. 

In.  PindalTs  battalion  wore  wounded:  Cap- 
tation Cake  and  Phillips,  and  Lieutenant  Arm- 
strong. 

In  the  Eighth  regiment  were  killed :  Lieuten- 
ants Foster  and  Farley.  Wounded :  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Murray ;  Captains  M'Rill,  Bradley  and 
Johnson ;  Lieutenants  Pierce,  McBridc,  Gibson, 
Dudley,  Good,  Stevens,  and  Weatherford. 

In  the  Seventh  regiment  were  killed:  Cap- 
tains Cocke  and  Perrv.  Wounded  :  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Cnmmings;  Adjutant  Waisburg,  Captain 
Gillett,  Stemmons,,  and  McGee;  Lieutenants 
Austin,  Andersou,  VVeims,  Wight,  Strong,  Wall, 
Finley,  West,  Gonce,  and  Bronaugh.  Colonel 
Lewis  captured. 

Iu  the  Tenth  regiment  were  wounded :  Lieu- 
tenants Wright,  Baker,  and  Hanley. 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  my  losses  in 
each  regiment,  battalion,  and  the  artillery  de- 
tachment : 

Seventh  regiment . .  Killed   17 

Wounded  126 

Missing   54 — 197 

Eighth  regiment .. . .  Killed   14 

Wounded   82 

Missing   67—163 

Ninth  regiment  Killed   7 

Wounded   63—  60 

Tenth  regiment  Killed   11 

Wounded   41 

Missing   237—289 

PindaH's  sharps'trs  ..Killed   9 

Wounded   26 

Missing   8 —  43 

Artillery  detach't. . .  Killed  „.  1 

Wounded   8 

Missing   3—12 

Total  loss  764 

RECAPmn*ATION. 

Killed   69 

Wounded  336 

Missing   469— .764 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  everv  regiment,  bat- 
talion and  squad  of  my  brigade  was  actively 
engaged  with  the  enemy,  and  that  each  sustain- 
ed its  proportionate  of  the  heavy  losses  above 
reported— Captain  Tildeu's  battery  not  having 
been  taken  into  action,  it  being  impracticable  to 
do  so  on  account  of  obstructions  in  the  line  of 
march. 

While  the  country  will  long  mourn  the  loss 
of  the  gallant  officers"  and  men  who  fell  as  mar- 
tyrs to  our  cause,  the  historians  of  this  revolu- 
tion will  record  them  as  44  the  bravest  of  the 
brave."  For  their  gallant  comrades  who  lie 
now  disabled  from  their  wounds,  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  this  brigade  feel  the  deepest  solici- 
tude, and  cherish  the  hope  that  they  will  soon 
recover  and  return  to  their  commands,  to  give 
the  country  more  examples  of  unprecedented 
coolness  and  daring. 

To  mention  the  name  of  any  particular  officer 
or  soldier  as  having  distinguished  himself  for 
gallantry  above  his  fellows,  would  be  to  do  in- 
justice ;  for  the  brigade,  as  a  whole,  has  fully  sus- 
tained its  well-earned  reputation,  and  given  ad- 
ditional evidence  of  the  disinterested  devo- 
tion of  Missourians  to  the  cause  of  their  coun- 
try— showing,  as  heretofore,  that  they  are 
always  among  the  first  in  the  breach,  and  the 
last  to  leave  it.  I  am  indebted  to  my  Aids, 
Captain  Edwards  and  Lieutenant  Chesuut  for 
the  prompt  and  untiring  energy  with  which 
they  assisted  me  in  the  engagement.  Major 
Mouroe,  my  brigade  Quartermaster,  and  Major 
Ruthvcn,  my  brigade  Commissary,  deserve 
great  praise  "for  the  activity  with  which  they 
discharged  the  duties  of  their  respective  de- 
partments.  Chief  Surgeon  Bear,  with  the  regi- 


MAJar  and  A.  A.  6. 

REPORT  OF  GENERAL  IfoRAE. 
Hsadquibibi  MgRai'b  Brioadi,  July  14,  1868. 
Mcrior  Thomas  L.  Snead,  Assistant  Acfjutant- 
General,  Prices  Division : 
Major  :  I  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
action  of  my  brigade  in  the  assault  upon  the 
town  of  Helena,  on  the  fourth  instant : 

On  the  third  orders  were  issued  from  district 
headquarters  for  General  Parsons'  and  my  bri- 

Side  to  assault  and  take  the  fort  upon 
raveyard  Hill  at  daylight  upon  the  morn- 
ing of  the  fourth.  By  agreement,  General  Par- 
sons' brigade  was  to  move  in  front  until  he  got 
into  position,  so  as  to  enable  him  to  rush  past 
the  fortification,  bv  way  of  the  ravine  south 
of  the  Graveyard  ifill,  and  then  charge  the  fort 
in  reverse.  As  soon  as  General  Parsons  was  in 
position,  my  brigade  was  to  move  to  the  left 
and  charge  the  works  in  front,  simultaneously 
with  the  assault  to  be  made  by  General  Parsons. 
The  evenine  before  the  assault  General  Parsons 
and  myself  had  been  furnished  with  five  guides. 
We  took  up  the  line  of  march  at  twelve  o'clock 
at  night  Three  of  these  guides  went  with 
General  Parsons.  I  also  sent  to  his  front  one 
company  of  sharpshooters,  under  command  of 
Captain  Biscoe,  of  Hart's  regiment — Captain  Bis- 
coe  being  familiar  with  the  country.  Before 
daylight  our  column  was  halted,  to  wait  until 
the  other  attacking  columns  were  in  position. 
After  forming  into  columns  of  divisions,  we 
again  moved  on.  As  soon  as  the  enemy's  fire 
opened,  General  Parsons  sent  back -for  another 

fuide,  those  sent  with  him  having  deserted  him. 
sent  one,  and  the  one  who  remained  with  ine 
shortly  after  left.  At  this  time  we  were  upon 
the  ridges,  three  in  number,  each  having  a  fort 
upon  it  and  firing,  and  in  appearance  were  ex- 

antlv  aliko.     TTprft  T  hstltari  fnr  a  ahnrf  timo  in 


moving  alone,  I  discovered  i 
pieces  were  being  moved  to 
completely  enfilade  my  comma 

Foint  blank  range  for  canister, 
had  armed  Captain  Marshall'^ 
lory  with  muskets,  and  moved 
my  column,  so  that  in  the  ei 
the  fort,  I  would  be  prepared 
I  now  was  compelled  to  use 
sharpshooters,  and  deployed 
them  to  approach  as  close  a 
battery  and  prevent  it  getti 
which  thoy  accomplished  in  a 
ner.  As  soon  as  the  works 
once  returned  to  where  I  ha 
shall's  company,  and  ordered 
to  call  his  men  and  take  charg 
work  them.  While  giving  t 
tenant-General  Holmes  rode  u 
at  once  to  the  assistance  of  G 
was  attacking  the  fort  upon  tl 
yard  Hill.  I  at  once  went  to  tfc 
my  officers  to  assemble  their 
they  were  able  to  do  so,  Gener 
a  peremptory  manner,  ordere< 
ance  of  General  Fagan.  I  h 
two  hundred  men  with  nu 
charged  down  the  hill,  aimi 
north  front  of  the  fort,  but 
the  foot  of  the  hill,  the  fire  of 
withering  that,  with  the  force 
ness  to  attempt  to  scale  the 
ing  raked  by  artillery  siti 
mouth,  and  completely  enfilai 
in  point  blank  range.  I  thei 
men,  and  commenced  firing 
and  works,  which  were  beinj 
oral  Fagau,  aiming  to  make  a 
as  possible. 
I  remained  here  until  I  wa 
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ash  oat  of  the  rifle-pits  into  a  deep 
diately  in  their  rear.  Discovering 
loving  around  the  crest  of  the  hill, 
that  I  would  be  surrounded,  I  re~ 
the  ravine  between  the  two  forts 
1  re-organized  what  command  I  had 
d  then  moved  to  the  rear,  forcing 
gler  that  I  found  to  fall  into  the 
first  field  officer  that  I  met  was 
rthorne,  at  some  huts  where  some 
Fagan's  wounded  were,  and  in  a 
reneral  Fagan  came  up.  After  mov- 
distance  from  here  I  met  General 

>re  call  jour  attention  to  the  fact 
ormation  concerning  the  localities, 
he  enemy,  &c,  was  very  erroneous, 
over  which  we  moved  was  almost 
assable ;  the  crest  of  the  hill  so 
it  would  have  been  murder  to  have 
•  have  assaulted  along  it ;  the  sides 
uU  of  gullies,  with  almost  perpen- 
,  and  that  covered  with  fallen  tim- 
d  as  most  to  impede  an  approach  ; 
j  of  the  hottest;  our  column  not 
1  to  a  storm  of  shell,  but  for  a  long 
:  hundred  yards)  to  a  fire  of  canis- 
e,  front  and  flank,  as  well  as  from 
rs  from  rifle-pits,  which  were  placed 
ny  to  protect  every  possible  ap- 

this,  I  am  proud  to  say  that  my 
>  of  less  than  three  regiments,  and 
moved  steadily,  without  faltering, 
e,  protected  by  fortifications  and 
d  the  hill  up  which  the  final  rush 
as  so  steep  and  slippery  that  it  was 
icticable.  For  all  that,  with  a  wild 
'ushed  up  it,  ,  drove  the  concealed 
his  position,  and  seized  his  works. 
>y  and  proud  to  state  that  the  offi- 
m  in  my  brigade  did  their  whole 
hen  all  did  so  well  a  distinction  is 
for  my  field  officers — that  they  did 
it  needs  but  to  state  that,  of  nine 
nto  the  battle,  six  were  wounded, 

is  called  to  the  gallant  conduct  of 
t,  who  led  his  men  to  the  assault, 
i  the  fort,  seized  one  of  the  enemy's 
sd  it  against  them, 
fell  mortally  wounded  Lieutenant 
»r,  Adjutant  of  Hart's  regiment, 
ntry  and  undaunted  bravery  sig- 
uished  him  in  the  assault, 
vie,  gallantly  leading  his  men,  fell 
i  the  thigh  in  front  of  the  fort, 
abinson,  acting  Major,  fell  mortally 
front  of  his  men. 

»  fell  mortally  wounded  the  brave, 
Major  Martin,  of  Hart's  regiment,  as 
Stephenson,  of  Gauses  regiment, 
ill  Captain  Garland,  of  Glenivs  regi- 
enant  Eppes,  of  Gause's  regiment, 
i  better  man  or  braver  soldier  has 
ip  his  life  during  the  war. 


Colonels  Glenn  and  Gause  and  Lieutenant-Col- 
onels Rogan  and  Hicks  deserve  special  mention 
for  the  cool  and  daring  manner  in  which  they 
led  their  men. 

Lieutenant  Crabtree,  of  Green's  regiment,  dis- 
played the  greatest  intrepidity. 

Sergeant  Champ,  Company  A.  of  Hart's  regi- 
ment, deserves  the  greatest  credit  for  gallantry, 
rushing  in  advance  of  his  regiment  in  the 
charge. 

Color-Sergeant  Garland,  of  Glenn's  regiment 
also  deserves  special  mention.  He  advanced 
his  regimental  colors  to  the  front,  and  main- 
tained his  position  through  the  assault,  his 
colors  being  torn  into  ribbons. 

My  thanks  are  due  my  staff  for  efficient  aid 
rendered  me  during  the  action,  especially  to 
Lieutenant  John  McKoy,  my  A.  A.  I.  G. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  state  that  I  left  the  field 
without  orders.  Having  been  ordered  by  Gen- 
eral Holmes  to  the  part  of  the  field  upon  which 
General  Fagan's  brigade  fought,  I  was  unable  to 
communicate  with  Major-General  Price,  but 
when  he  left  all  effort  upon  our  part  had  ceased. 
My  loss  is  as  follows :  Killed,  forty-six ;  wound- 
ed, one  hundred  and  sixty-eight ;  missing,  one 
hundred  and  thirty-three ;  total,  three  hundred 
and  forty-seven.  For  further  particulars  refer- 
ence is  made  to  list,  which  is  respectfully  sub- 
mitted. 

Respectfully, 

D.  McRab, 
Brigadier-General 

Official: 

Thomas  L.  Snead, 

Major  and  A.  A.  0. 


REPORT  OF  GENERAL  FAGAN. 

HXADQUARTZBS  &BOOXD  BHOADS, 

CAUT  At  Seabot,  Amuxbat 
Julys  


UOADS, 
7  21,  1863.  J 


Meyer  W.  B.  Blair,  A.  A.  A.  General,  Head- 
quarters  District  of  Arkansas,  d&c.  ; 
Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows 
in  regard  to  the  part  taken  by  my  brigade  in  the 
attack  on  Helena,  upon  the  fourth  instant : 

On  the  evening  of  the  third  instant,  at  dark, 
I  ordered  Colonel  Brooks,  with  his  regiment,  one 
section  of  Etter's  battery  of  light  artillery,  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant  John  C.  Arnett,  and  three 
companies  of  cavalry,  commanded  by  Captain 
Densen,  to  move  to  the  front  in  support  of  the 
cavalry,  then  within  three  miles  of  the  town  ol 
Helena.  About  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  with 
the  three  remaining  regiments,  commanded  re- 
spectively by  Colonels  King,  Hawthorne  and 
Bell,  and  Blocker's  battery  of  light  artillery, 
commanded  by  Captain  W.  D.  Blocker,  I  moved 
forward  on  the  road  towards  Helena.  On  join- 
ing Colonel  Brooks,  where  the  old  hill  road1 
leaves  the  Little  Rock  road,  I  ordered  him  to 
advance  at  once  with  his  command,  on  the  latter 
road,  to  attract  and  engage  the  attention  of  the 
enemy,  south  of  the  town,  and  hold  his  forces  in 
the  rifle-pits  on  the  river.  At  the  same  time,  I 
ordered  Colonel  Hawthorne,  whoso  regiment 


were  so  great,  indeed,  that  I  was  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  directing  every  officer  of  my  command 
to  dismount,  and  proceed  on  foot — a  dire  neces- 
sity, which  subsequent  events  gave  occasion 
seriously  to  deplore.  After  crawling  through 
the  interstices  of  the  closely  jutting  limbs  and 
boughs,  and  climbing  over  the  thickly  matted 
timber,  for  one  mile,  my  line  of  skirmishers,  who 
had  been  ordered  by  me  not  to  fire,  came  within 
sight  of  the  enemy.  I  went  to  the  front,  and 
could  plainly  see  that  the  enemy  was  on  the 
alert,  and  evidently  expecting  and  awaiting  an 
attack.  The  order  of  the  Lieutcnant-Gencral 
commanding  was  to  assault  the  fortifications 
with  the  several  attacking  columns,  precisely  at 
daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  fourth.  Not 
having  been  apprised  of  the  obstructions  in  the 
road,  I  made  no  arrangements  to  remove  them. 
The  limited  time  to  daylight  would  not  allow  of 
an  attempt  even  to  take  my  artillery  along.  It 
was  ordered  to  remain  in  the  road,  where  the 
obstructions  were  first  met  with.  To  conform 
to  orders,  it  was  necessary  for  me  to  move  with 
the  utmost  celerity.  Freeing  myself  of  every- 
thing except  my  column  of  infantry,  I  pushed 
forward  with  all  the  hasto  in  my  power. 

At  daylight  I  reached  and  attacked  the  enemy 
in  his  works.   Colonel  Hawthorne  being  in  ad- 
vance, was  hurried  rapidly  into  line  on  tne  right 
of  the  road,  which  led  directly  up  to  the  fort  on 
Hindman's  Hill.  He  at  once  engaged  the  enemy, 
who  occupied  their  extreme  or  outer  line  of 
rifle-pits.    Bells  regiment  emerged  next  frbm 
the  confused  mass  or  felled  timber,  and  coming 
up  was  also  double-quicked  into  line  on  the  left , 
of  the  road,  engaging  as  they  came  into  position 
the  intrenched  forces  of  the  enemy,  over  against : 
them.    King's  regiment  brought  up  the  rear.  I 
He  rapidly  threw  his  men  into  position,  and  was  j 
ordered  by  me  immediately  to  the  support  of 


trum  tne  worn  on  uraveyan 
posure,  combined  with  the  clc 
fire  in  our  front,  was  most  trj 
Their  numbers  were  being  raj 
not  only  by  the  fire  of  the  em 
treme  exhaustion,  occasioned  ' 
the  steepest  of  hills,  made  alma 
quantities  of  timber  cut  down 
itself  an  almost  insurmountabl* 
advance.  Wo  reached  and  too 
the  fourth  tier  of  rifle-pita.  > 
the  column  commanded  by  Mai 
(Parsons'  and  McRae's  brigaai 
works  on  Graveyard  Hill,  gallai 
enemy  before  them,  and  takiu 
their  fortifications  and  artillery, 
yet  one  row  of  intrenchments  \ 
gadc  and  the  fort  on  nindman'E 
a  charge.  My  men,  though  thori 
and  worn,  answered  with  a  si 
forward  most  gallantly.  This 
and  last  line  of  works  between 
my,  of  course  was  defended 
bornness.  It  was  of  no  avail, 
forward  bravely  and  defiantly, : 
contest,  succeeded  in  driving 
who  fled,  crowding  back  into 
and  under  cover  of  its  heav; 
yet  remains  to  bo  taken.  Of  t 
cles  and  threatening  fortificati 
our  advance  that  morn,  there 
fort.  All  other  obstacles,  n;\t 
had  been  overcome — rugged  , 
able  ravines — the  steepest  am 
sides,  abatis,  and  line  after  lii 
had  been  passed  and  left  b< 
there  only  remained  the  fort, 
which  it  was  built.  Notwii 
duced  condition  of  my  comi 
haustion  of  those  yet  remai] 
charge  upon  the  fort-    Mv  Co 


DOCUMENTS. 


605 


bting  hope  and  confidence,  but 
as  hour  after  hour  wore  on,  and 
e  not  their  appearance.  Time 
•leasant  morning  deepened  into 
i  hottest  of  days.  The  thinned 
^im'ents  became  thinner  and  thin- 
it  The  guns  of  the  enemy  (not 
lundred  or  one  hundred  and  nfty 
were  telling  sadly  against  us, 
the  want  of  water,  and  the  toil, 
uxiliaries.  Still,  the  brave  men 
illy  up  to  the  discharge  of  their 
time,  written  orders  were  re- 
jutenant-General  Holmes,  direct- 
draw  my  troops  from  the  field, 
Allan  Folk's  (six  miles  in  the 
red  from  the  field,  and  fell  back 
point  It  was  in  the  last  assault 
lat  Major  Cocke,  of  Hawthorne's 
red  a  severe  wound  in  the  shoul- 
make  especial  mention'  of  this 
nplished  officer — his  daring  was 
oughout  the  engagement 
e  much  beloved  Captain  Walton 
:  most  gallantly  leading  his  com- 
neray's  works,  fell.  It  has  never 
witness  more  gallantry  and  more 
irage  than  displayed  by  tnis 
i  that  day.  We  mourn  the  loss 
and  true  officers  who  fell  during 

uct  of  my  Colonels,  <oo  much 
> said.  Brooks,  King,  Hawthorne, 
and  every  one,  did  his  whole 
command  being  on  the  lower 
imediately  under  my  eye,  but  of 
>y  him  I  respectfully  refer  you 
Ee  succeeded  entirely  in  carry- 
ders  he  received  to  the  letter, 
show  the  number  of  prisoners 
a,  as  well  as  the  amount  of  prop- 
1  brought  from  the  field,  or 

assigned  to  Colonel  Kin^  threw 
a  that  ground  most  difficult  of 

Had  it  not  been  for  the  deter- 
r  of  this  brave  young  Colonel, 
irhaps,  would  not  have  been  ad- 
the  difficulties  he  met  with. 

and  Adjutant  Bourne,  of  same 
s),  deserve  much  praise  for  the 
rendered  Colonel  King, 
thorne  was  constantly  at  the 
iiis  men  on  from  one  success  to 
1  orders  came  from  Lieutenant- 
3  to  abandon  the  field,  Colonel 
lained  with  a  small  number  of 
ing  the  enemy,  until  the  last  of 
}ft  the  field,  and  retired  beyond 
which  lay  between  them  and 

ind  Lieutenant-Colonel  Johnson, 
with  a  large  number  of  his  offi- 
one  hundred  of  his  men,  were 
3  enemy,  in  an  attempt  to  enter 


the  fort  from  the  south  side.  The  loss  of  Col- 
onel Bell  is  a  serious  one  to  us.  It  affords  me 
pleasure  to  bear  testimony  to  his  distinguished 
gallantry  and  daring. 

Major  Blackwell  (Bell's  regiment)  was  in- 
trusted by  me  with  an  important  part  on  the 
field,  and  is  entitled  to  my  thanks  for  the  suc- 
cessful manner  in  which  he  performed  it 

Major  B.  T.  Duval,  Quartermaster  on  my  staff, 
is  entitled  to  mv  thanks  for  his  constant  atten- 
tion to  every  duty  on  the  march  from  Little 
Rock.  He  was  with  me  on  the  field,  and,  by  bis 
coolness  and  good  judgment,  was  enabled  to 
render  me  important  assistance  up  to  the  time 
of  the  withdrawal  of  my  troops  from  the  field. 

Captain  Wyatt  C.  Thomas,  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General  of  the  brigade,  was,  as  usual,  at  his 
post  The  conduct  of  this  young  officer  has 
often  before  won  for  him  u  honorable  mention." 
On  this  field,  he  was  constantly  with,  and  cheer- 
ing the  troops  forward.  His  bravery  and  gal- 
lantry justify  .especial  mention. 

My  Aid-de-Camp,  Captain  Albert  Belding,  al- 
ways eager  to  discharge  every  duty,  was  sent, 
by  me  at  daylight,  with  important  orders  to  Col- 
onel Brooks,  some  distance  from  mo  on  my 
right  I  was  consequently  deprived  of  the  valu- 
able assistance  his  quickness  and  daring  so  well 
qualify  him  to  render  on  the  field. 

Captain  John  B.  Howell,  my  Ordnance  Officer, 
was  ordered  to  remain  constantly  with  his  am- 
munition train,  which,  as  above  stated,  had  to  be 
left  in  the  rear.  This  deprived  me  of  the  im- 
mediate services  of  this  gallant  officer. 

The  officers  of  my  staff,  Major  B.  F.  Fall,  bri-  * 
gade  Commissary ;  Mr.  James  H.  Tucker  volun- 
teer Aid-de-Camp,  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Paul,  acting  In- 
spector-General, are  all  entitled  to  my  thanks 
for  the  assistance  rendered  me  during  the  en- 
gagement 

The  aggregate  force  engaged  against  Fort 
nindman  ana  the  defences  in  front  of  it,  was 
thirteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine. 
I  have,  Major,  the  honor  to  be, 
With  much  respect, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 
J.  F.  Faoan, 

Brigadier-General. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  KING. 

HBADQCABXKRS  KlKO'fl  BSQUfBHT  ARKANSAS  IkTAKTRT,  ) 

Gamp  at  Sbarct,  July  22,  1863.  j 

Captain  Wyatt  C.  Thomas: 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  regiment  in  the 
late  battle  fought  at  Helena,  on  the  fourth  in- 
stant : 

On  the  night  of  the  third  instant  I  took  up 
the  line  of  march  at  eleven  o'clock,  taking  the 
road  leading  to  Helena ;  and  when  within  about 
ten  miles  of  that  place,  I,  with  Colonels  Haw- 
thorne and  Bell,  led  by  General  Fagan,  took  the 
road  leading  into  town  by  the  way  of  Hindman 
HilL  When  arriving  within  about  three  quar- 
ters of  a  mile  of  the  hill,  we  found  the  road  so 
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blockaded  by  fallen  timber  that  it  was  impossi- 
ble for  anything  but  infantry  to  pass,  and  it  was 
with  great  difficulty  that  the  men  could  get 
through  it  at  alL  By  the  time  I  got  my  regi- 
ment to  the  open  road,  skirmishing  commenced 
by  Colonel  Hawthorne,  who  was  moving  in 
front  I  immediately  moved  my  regiment  up  at 
a  double-ouick,  arriving  at  the  scene  of  action 
about  daylight  I  was  immediately  ordered  by 
General  Fagan  to  take  position  on  the  right  of 
Colonel  Hawthorne,  who  had  formed  line  of 
battle,  and  was  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  in 
the  rifle-pits,  which  were  immediately  in  front 
of  us.  I  moved  my  regiment  as  ordered,  taking 
position  on  the  crest  of  a  hill  overlooking  the 
town,  where  I  was  exposed  to  a  galling  fire  from 
the  enemy's  rifle-pits  or  breastworks,  which 
were  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  in  front 
of  us.  By  the  lime  I  got  my  men  well  up  and 
in  line,  I  received  an  order  from  General  Fagan 
to  charge  the  works  in  front  of  nw,  which  I  aid ; 
but,  as  you  yourself  know,  the  ground  was  so 
very  rough  that  it  was  impossible  to  move  rap- 
idly. After  scrambling  over  and  under  the 
fallen  timber,  across  a  ravine,  that  I  would  at 
any  other  time,  or  under  any  other  circum- 
stances, have  considered  impossible  to  make  my 
way  through,  and  at  last  up  the  side  of  a  hill 
that  was  so  steep  that  the  men  had  to  pull  them- 
selves up  by  the  bushes,  we  reached  the  first 
line  of  breastworks,  and  drove  the  enemy  back. 
Here  we  were  met  with  a  terrific  fire,  not  only 
from  the  iimer  line  of  works  and  an  enfilading 
fire  from  our  left,  but  from  the  fort  on  the  hill 
in  front  of  us,  near  Hindman's  house,  which 
was  about  two  hundred  yards  distant  from  us, 
and  also  from  the  battery  on  what  is  known  as 
Graveyard  Hill. 

In  this  position  we  keJpt  up  a  heavy  fire,  mov- 
ing forward  from  one  line  of  works  to  another, 
until  we  reached  the  inner  line  of  the  enemy, 
taking  refuge  in  their  forts.  I  then  received  an 
order  from  General  Fagan  to  send  a  small  force 
round  to  the  right  of  my  position,  to  see  that 
the  enemy  did  not  flank  us ;  also,  to  move  my 
regiment  to  the  left,  where  I  found  Colonel 
Hawthorne,  with  his  regiment  and  a  portion  of 
Colonel  Bell's,  behind  the  last  line  of  works, 
which  was  about  one  hundred  yards  from  the 
first  line.  Here  it  was  we  found  that  it  was  im- 
possible for  our  men  to  go  further.  Many  of 
them  had  been  left  so  exhausted  that  they  could 
not  go  on. 

While  in  this  situation,  General  Fagan  order- 
ed me  to  take  the  fort,  but  the  men  were  so  ex- 
hausted that  most  of  them  were  unfit  for  further 
service. 

We  remained  behind  the  breastworks,  keep- 
ing up  a  steady  fire  at  the  fort,  until  about  eleven 
o'clock  a.  at  which  time  we  were  ordered  off 
the  field. 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  most  of  my 
officers  and  men  throughout  the  fight,  particu- 
larly of  the  gallant  Major  Dillard  and  Adjutant 
Bourne,  who  were  in  every  charge,  and  cheering 
the  men  on  at  all  timet. 


My  loss  was  as  followB :  twelve  ki 
six  wounded,  and  twenty  missing. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Your  obedient  servant, 
J.  P.E 

Colonel,  1 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  BBOOGS. 


Hsadquai 
Camp  sxjlx  Cancel  Puxrt  Jtij 

Captain  Wyatt  C.  Thomas,  Assists* 
General  Second  Brigade  : 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  repa 
lowing  as  the  part  taken  by  my  coram 
engagement  of  the  fourth  instant  at  Hi 
At  dusk  on  the  third,  in  compliance 
struction8  from  Brigadier-General  Fagu 
forward  with  my  regiment  and  one  • 
Etter's  .light  artillery,  Lieutenant  J.  ( 
commanding,  to  the  support  of  the  can 
within  three  miles  of  the  enemy. 

At  half-past  one  o'clock  a.  m.,  on  the 
of  the  fourth,  I  received  orders  from  I 
General  Fagan,  to  advance  on  tlje  lit 
road  with  my  regiment,  Captains  Dens 

ler's  and  companies  of  cavalry 

section  of  artillery ;  make  a  feint  on  1 
of  Helena ;  attract  the  attention  of  the 
that  direction,  hold  the  force  in  tlto 
south  of  the  town,  and  operate  othc 
could. 

Before  reaching  Beech  Grove,  I 
cavalry  advance,  and  deploying  skim 
the  enemy's  infantry  ana  cavalry  pic1 
break.  A  sharp  skirmish  ensued,  in ' 
of  the  enemy  were  killed  and  six  caj 
company  of  cavalry  in  position  on 
the  line  of  skirmishers  received  i 
killed  three  horses.  Moving  forwa 
gro  quarters,  I  found  them  abandon 
pants  having  fled  to  the  town  at  th 
Eight  negroes  were  taken  and  senl 
Shortly  afterwards  I  reached  th* 
Clements  House,  and  placed  my 
position,  advanced  skirmishers  we 
and  right,  extending  nearly  to  th< 
enemy  soon  opened  with  a  rifled 
the  left  of  the  rifle-pits  next  to  t 
without  doing  any  injury.  Imi 
gunboat  commenced  firing,  one  si 
m  Captain  Denson's  company,  wo 
men,  and  killing  three  horses,  Ca; 
reported  to  me  with  his  battery,  t 
for  it  could  not  be  obtained.  I  n 
section  to  the  hill,  and  npon  gain 
mit  it  was  found  impracticable  to 
piece.  This  opened  briskly,  drai 
fire  from  the  battery  and  gunboat, 
pending  thirteen  rounds  Lteutenai 
compelled  to  withdraw.  About  e 
I  ordered  Lieutenant  E.  T.  Detour 
with  the  gun.  The  range  of  the  < 
was  so  accurate,  and  the  fire  so  fa 
retired  after  firing  eight  rounds, 
front  and  on  the  right  was  taSfy  th 
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An  advance  to  attack  the  enemy 
a  would  have  subjected  my  small 
the  heavy  gufis  of  Fort  Curtis,  a 
in  the  rear  of  the  works,  an  en- 
om  the  rifled  battery,  and  an  attack 
ear  from  the  levee.  Under  these 
i,  I  deemed  it  best  to  hold  that 
enemy  in  check,  and  prevent  him 
ing  his  most  important  points  of 
by  the  use  of  a  six-pounder*  (not 

bring  more  than  one  piece  into 
rt  as  much  as  possible,  the  fire  of 
md  gunboat  from  the  attacking 
this  1  was  entirely  successful, 
►'clock  m.,  I  received  orders  from 
oral  Fagan  to  retire,  and,  subse- 
ructions  from  Lieutenant-Oeneral 
It  at  a  designated  position,  as  the 

the  army.  By  my  direction,  Cap- 
company  applied  the  torch  to  the 
3,  which  were  consumed,  together 
isand  pounds  of  bacon,  fifteen  hun- 
}f  corn,  and  a  quantity  of  commis- 
d  clothing. 

entire  morning  the  demonstrations 
behind  the  levee  were  of  a  threat- 
en Captain  Denson,  commanding 
hment,  rendered  efficient  service 
ng  his  movements  and  protecting 

t.  ,  of  his  company, 

himself  in  tho  capture  of  three 


3fF  nine  prisoners,  eight  negroes, 
3  horse  and  equipments,  one  am- 
*am,  and  a  small  lot  of  clothing  and 


B  and  K  (skirmishers J,  commanded 
y  Captains  F.  R.  Earle  and  Arkan- 
eserve  especial  mention  for  the 
h  which  they  advanced,  drove  the 
them,  and  maintained  their  posi- 
heavy  artillery  fire. 
Colonel  Gunter  and  Major  Petti- 
nstantly  at  their  posts  in  the  dis- 
r  duties. 

sualty  in  my  regiment  was  private 
tompany  B,  severely  wounded  in 

n,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant,      '  • 
W.  H.  Brooks, 

Colonel,  commanding. 

OF  COLONEL  BELL'S  REGIMENT. 

Camp  Batou  DbVixw,  July  10, 1868. 

ias: 

have  the  honor  to  make  my  report 
ken  by  Bell's  regiment  in  the  en- 
the  fourth  instant  at  Helena.  We 
f  a  mile  at  double-quick,  passing 
i  and  logs,  with  which  the  road 
1,  and  approached  in  view  of  He- 
art four  o'clock  a.  H.,  taking  our 
Dlonel  Hawthorne's  left  in  line  of 
mmenced  firing  on  the  enemy  in 


front.  The  enemy  threatened  to  flank  us  on  the 
left,  when  Captains  Hurley's  and  Donaldson's 
companies  were  detached  and  thrown  out  to  en- 
gage him,  under  my  command,  to  protect  our 
left  flank.  The  regiment  then  advanced  over  the 
first  hill.  Here  Captains  Pleasants  and  Smith 
•were  wounded,  and  many  men  killed  and  wound- 
ed. The  ground  at  this  point  was  almost  im- 
passable, and  the  whole  road  and  deep  ravine 
full  of  timber,  over  which  I  scattered  my  men, 
and  it  was  impossible  to  keep  in  line ;  but  we 
succeeded  in  getting  through,  after  remaining 
in  the  timber  and  hollows  nearly  two  hours  un- 
der a  heavy  fire,  and  made  a  charge,  when,  the 
enemy  giving  way,  we  entered  the  rifle-pits. 
Here  many  or  our  men  fell,  perfectly  exhausted, 
from  over-heat 

At  this  point  the  firing  ceased  on  our  left,  in- 
dicating that  our  forces  had  been  called  off.  The 
enemy,  seeing  our  condition,  rushed  upon  and 
surrounded  us,  and  compelled  many  of  our  offi- 
cers and  men  to  surrender. 

The  detachment  under  my  command  advanced 
over  two  ravines  and  up  the  hill  fronting  and 
nearest  to  the  retrenchments  and  fort,  about 
three  hundred  paces  distant,  which  position  we 
held  about  two  hours,  keeping  up  a  constant  fire 
until  the  ammunition  was  exhausted. 

About  that  time  Colonel  Hawthorne,  on  our 
right,  ordered  a  charge  on  the  intrenchments. 
I  called  on  my  men  to  join  in  the  charge,  which, 
with  the  exception  of  Captain  Donaldson  and 
part  of  his  company,  followed,  and  in  about 
twenty  minutes  we  reached  the  intrenchments, 
where  I  remained,  awaiting  ammunition,  which 
I  had  sent  for,  until  I  was  ordered  to  fall  back. 

My  men,  with  few  exceptions,  acted  well.  I 
will  mention  the  names  of  Lieutenant  Porter,  of 
Company  B,  Lieutenant  Thompson,  Sergeant 
Lowry,  and  private  Dance,  of  Company  A,  as 
acting  with  marked  bravery.  The  loss  of  the 
detachment  was  two  killed,  six  wounded,  and 
thirty  missing.  The  regiment  entered  the  fight 
with  an  aggregate  of  four  hundred  and  thirty- 
two  ;  the  entire  loss  was  two  hundred  and  sev- 
enteen. 

I  respectfully  submit  the  above  as  my  report 
of  the  part  taken  by  Bell's  regiment  in  the  en- 
gagement of  the  fourth  instant  at  Helena. 

T.  H.  Blackball, 
Major,  commanding  Bell's  Regiment 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  HAWTHORNE. 

Hbadquakzxrs  HAwnouart  Rmhmhit,) 
Camp  jouk  Batou  JDsVmr,  V 
July  0, 1868.  J 

Captain  W.  C.  Thomas,  A.  A,  General: 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  orders  from  brigade 
headquarters,  I  have  tho  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report  of  the  part  my  regiment  took 
in  the  action  at  Helena,  on  the  fourth  instant: 

At  eleven  o'clock  p.  m.,  on  the  night1  of  the 
third,  we  left  our  encampment,  six  miles  from 
Helena,  and  marched  to  take  up  our  positions  in 
front  of  the  intrenchments,  my  regiment  being 
in  the  advance.    The  road  over  which  we 


SKirmisners.  uenerai  ragan  now  arnvea  ax  we 
head  of  the  column,  and  ordering  all  the  field 
and  staff  officers  to  dismount,  we  moved  for- 
ward as  rapidly  as  possible  towards  the  intrench- 
ments— the  skirmishers  deployed  on  cither  side 
of  the  road,  keeping  well  in  advance  of  tho 
main  body.  At  five  minutes  past  four  o'clock  a. 
m.,  my  skirmishers  reported  the  enemy  in  sight 
By  order  of  General  Fagan  I  moved  my  regi- 
ment in  double-quick  by  the  right  flank,  alone 
the  crest  of  a  hill  running  at  right  angles  with 
the  road,  and  parallel  with  the  enemy's  first  line 
of  intronchmcnts ;  and,  without  halting,  so  soon 
as  my  left  had  passed  tho  road  I  moved  by  the 
left  dank  in  lino  of  battle  towards  the  enemy. 
Without  waiting  for  the  other  regiments  of  the 
brigade  to  form,  I  gave  the  order  to  charge, 
which  was  responded  to  by  loud  shouts  along 
my  entire  line.  The  men  dashed  down  the 
steep  declivity  amid  a  perfect  storm  of  bullets, 
climbed  step  by  step  over  vast  piles  of  fallen 
timber,  up  tne  rugged  sides  of  almost  perpen- 
dicular hills,  and  finally,  after  unheard-of  toil 
and  fatigue,  scaled  the  opposing  height  and 
drove  the  enemy  in  consternation  from  their 
first  line  of  defences.  Here  I  waited  to  recruit 
my  men,  whose  strength  was  very  much  ex- 
hausted, and  to  give  Colonel  Bell  time  to  form 
his  regiment  and  move  up  on  my  left  As  soon 
as  Colonel  Bell  informed  mo  that  he  was  ready, 
our  two  regiments  moved  forward  together,  and 
after  encountering  and  overcoming  obstacles 
similar  to  and  even  greater  than  those  in  front 
of  the  first  line  of  rifle-pits,  drove  the  enemy 
out  and  took  possession  of  their  second  line. 
Colonel  King  had,  by  order  of  General  Fagan, 
under  a  heavy  and  constant  fire,  and  after  almost 
superhuman  exertions,  placed  his  regiment  two 
or  three  hundred  yards  beyond  my  extreme 
right,  partly  in  rear  of  the  enemy's  third  line  of 
intrenchments,  and  nearly  at  right  angles  with 


jnannauuKe,  turn  t*  cuiter,  uui 
listened  in  vain.  Every  brij 
had  failed  to  attack  at  day] 
Even  the  very  guns  on  Gxv 
wheeled  around  and  directed 
which  they  swept  again  and  a 
to  the  other  witn  grape  and  c 
Just  at  this  moment  the 
Heavy  and  rapid  volleys  o: 
heard  on  our  left  General 
to  us  that  our  friends  were  st< 
Ilill,  and  ordered  us  to  move 
Our  men  responded  with  a  sh 
into  the  deep  ravine,  climbed 
the  opposite  hill,  and  just  as  t 
of  Parsons  and  McRae  swept 
the  face  of  Graveyard  Hill,  uro 
his  fifth  and  last  line  of  rifle 
forts,  and  under  cover  of  hi 
attempt  was  now  made  by  i 
capture  the  fort  on  ITiudman 
immediately  in  our  front  B 
too  much  exhausted  and  our  i 
The  attack  was  unsuccessful 
the  death  and  capture  of  man 
and  men.  It  was  here  thai 
Watkins,  commanding  Compj 
merit,  was  killed,  while  galL 
last  and  most  desperate  chai 
throughout  the  engagement  h; 
and  manly,  so  much  so  as  ft 
attention  and  admiration.  H< 
services  of  Major  John  B.  Cc 
verely  wounded  and  compel] 
the  field.  It  affords  me  muc 
testimony  to  the  coolness,  couj 
of  this  gallant  officer.  His  « 
that  desperate  fight  were  ii 
absence  was  most  keenly 
Lieutenants  Richard  Shaddc 
ard,  and  Thompson,  were  ki 
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ding  the  attempts  of  the  enemy  to 
•osition,  both  on  the  right  and  on 
held  our  position  firmly  for  three 

minutes  past  ten  o'clock  a.  m.,  I  re- 
dcr  from  General  Fagan  to  withdraw 
it  from  the  field.  I  had  marched 
>r  fifty  paces,  in  compliance  with  this 
I  received  another  requiring  me  to 
all  guard  to  cover  my  retreat  I 
olunteers,  but  no  one  responding,  I 
rsclf,  and  with  nine  men  who  volun- 
ccompany  me,  kept  up  a  fire  upon 
or  twenty  minutes  longer.  The  am- 
is now  expended  anal  thought  it 
etire.  The  enemy  were  close  upon 
incing  from  all  points.  Not  a  mo- 
►  be  Tost  We  retreated  as  rapidly 
but  as  wo  descended  the  first  hill, 
issailed  us  with  a  terrible  volley  of 
Three  of  our  little  party  fell  to  rise 
The  remaining  six,  myself  and  a 
loner,  whom  we  had  kept  with  us  all 
cceedcd  in  making  our  escape, 
rs  and  men,  with  but  few  excep- 
ted themselves  with  great  gal- 

io  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascer- 
fbllows  :  Killed,  twenty ;  wounded, 
issing,  forty-three, 
ebpecifully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  T.  Hawthorne, 
Colonel,  commanding  Regiment. 

»ORT  OF  GENERAL  MARMADUKE. 

Headquarters  Maksc adcke'*  Dmpioji,  1 
Jacxskcfokt,  Actawub,  July  25, 1899.  ) 

W.  B.  Blair,  A.  A.  A.  General,  Bis- 
rkansas: 

[  have  the  honor  to  report  herewith 
:en  by  my  command  in  the  battle  at 

ered  on  the  evening  of  the  third  of 
hi  position,  attack  and  take  the  fort 
Hill,  at  daylight  on  the  morning  of 
)f  July. 

land,  mounted,  consisted  of  Shelby's 
sut  one  thousand  one  hundred  men, 
s  brigade,  six  hundred  and  fifty  men, 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty 

clock  p.  m.,  July  third,  I  marched  to 
sition;  when  three  miles  from  the 
nmted  mv  whole  force  except  one 
uder  Major  Elliott  I  then  moved 
fVhen  within  two  miles  of  the  fort,  I 
road  and  country  thoroughly  ob- 
le  enemy  having  chopped  down  the 
itidered  almost  impassable  that  ap- 
he  fort  and  town.  The  country  was 
r  rough. 

layed  some  half  nour  or  more  by  my 
:>  bet  their  way,  and  reported  that 
completely  lost,  and  unable  to  guide 
-Doc.  39 


me  further ;  in  consequence  of  which  I  did  not 

fet  into  position  until  a  little  after  daylight,  but 
efore  sunrise. 

The  enemy's  pickets  and  skirmishers  were 
encountered  some  three  quarters  of  a  mile  from 
the  fort,  and  driven  to  within  one  hundred  and 
fifty  yards  of  the  fort  In  this  the  enemy  lost 
several  killed,  wounded,  and  five  prisoners. 

Shelby's  brigade  was  in  the  advance,  and  so 
narrow  was  the  road,  and  so  rough  and  rugged 
were  the  hills,  that  the  troops  could  only  march 
by  the  flank,  and  the  artillery  with  great  diffi- 
culty was  brought  up,  piece  by  piece  and  by 
hand. 

By  the  time  the  advance  had  reached  within 
two  hundred  yards  of  the  fort,  and  those  in  rear 
brought  up  and  deployed  along  the  ridges,  the 
enemy  had  brought  to  my  left  and  rear  a  body 
of  infantry  and  several  pieces  of  artillery,  which 
during  the  whole  day's  fight  poured  upon  me  a 
deadly  fire. 

I  now  had  £  heavy  force  in  my  front  (infantry 
in  rifle-pits  and  artillery  in  position),  which  it 
would  have  been  difficult  with  my  whole  force 
to  have  carried.  In  addition,  I  had  the  force  on 
my  left  (of  infantry  and  artillery)  thoroughly  pro- 
tected by  the  levee,  which  engaged  a  large  part 
of  my  force,  and  on  every  attempt  to  advance 
enfiladed  my  line.  It  was  from  the  sharpshoot- 
ers and  artillery  on  my  left  and  rear  that  I  suf- 
fered my  greatest  loss,  and  not  until  they  were 
dislodged  could  I  have  advanced.  I  twice  dis- 
patched to  Brigadier-General  Walker  to  advance 
and  assist  me  in  dislodging  them.  It  was  not 
done. 

From  half  past  four  a.  m.,  till  eleven  a.  m.,  I 
held  my  position,  unable  to  advance  ;  the  ene- 
my with  their  infantry  and  artillery  on  my  front 
and  left  flank  constantly  engaging  my  forces. 
At  eleven  a.  m.,  I  received  orders  from  General 
Holmes  to  retire. 

My  loss  was  fourteen  killed,  fifty-two  wound- 
ed, one  missing.  Among  the  killed  were  Major 
R.  H.  Smith,  my  division  Quartermaster,  and 
Captain  J.  C.  Clark,  of  Company  D,  Shelby's 
regiment  Major  Smith  was  a  gallant  and  valu- 
able officer  ;  he  was  shot  dead  beside  a  piece  of 
artillery,  encouraging  and  assisting  the  canon- 
niers  in  their  duties.  Captain  Clark  was  a  most 
exemplary  man  and  excellent  officer ;  he  wab 
killed  leading  his  men  forward. 

Amongst  the  wounded,  I  regret  to  announce 
that  Colonel  Shelby,  commanding  brigade,  who 
was  ever  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight,  received  a 
painful  and  serious  wound  in  the  wrist. 
•  Fof  a  more  special  report  of  the  conduct  of 
the  several  regiments  and  their  officers,  I  re- 
spectfully refer  you  to  the  brigade  commander. 

As  yet  I  have  not  received  the  report  for 
Shelby's  brigade — will  forward  it  as  soon  as 
received — have  delayed  this  report  awaiting 
same.  The  conduct  of  every  officer  aud  soldier 
of  my  command,  as  far  as  I  know,  was  ex- 
cellent 

The  attack  upon  Fort  Reiter,  by  my  command, 
was  a  failure.   I  have  every  reason  to  believe 
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five  hundred ;  I  think  three  hundred  a  big  esti- 
mate. Walker's  brigade  not  only  did  not  pre- 
vent reinforcements  from  going  to  Fort  Reiter, 
bat  the  enemy,  after  sunrise,  actually  passed  to 
my  left,  and  half  a  mile  to  my  rear,  and  held 
that  position  during  tho  day. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  Marmaduke, 

Brigu'lior-OoucruL,  commanding. 

RETORT  OF  GENERAL  WALKER. 

Headquarters  h  tbk  Field,  \ 
.Camp  skar  Lick  Ckkkk,  July  7,  1868. J 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  tho  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  conduct  of  my  cavalry 
brigade,  in  tho  battle  before  Helena,  on  tho 
fourth  instant : 

In  obedience  to  General  Orders  No.  2, 1  moved 
my  command  towards  Helena,  on  Sterling's  road. 
Arriving  at  the  blockade  before  daylight  I  dis- 
mounted and  sent  forward  three  companies,  at- 
tempting to  capture  the  enemy's  pickets  in  that 
direction.  At  daylight,  I  sent  forward  three 
more  companies  dismounted,  and  commenced 
the  work  for  removing  obstacles  in  the  block- 
ade, for  the  passage  of  artillery.  .My  advance 
soon  became  engaged  with  the  enemy.  Rein- 
forcing my  advance,  and  forwarding  and  bring- 
ing into  action  my  artillery,  I  was  continually 
engaged  until  nearly  three  o'clock  p.  u.  I  effect- 
ually complied  with  the  part  assigned  me  in  the 
order  of  attack,  by  preventing  the  enemy  from 
throwing  troops  to  Keiter's  Ilill,  which  they 
were  constantly  trying  to  do,  and  made  two 
strong  efforts  and  were  repulsed.  I  protected 
General  Marmaduke's  left  flank.  My  command 
was  engaged  In  front  of  his  loft  At  about  two 
o'clock,  I  was  informed  by  General  Marmaduke 
that  he  had  already  withdrawn  his  command. 
I  had  hard  fighting  to  protect  my  left  flank,  and 


rururr  riuut,  cocst  in  vuttmury 

road  leading  from  Helena  to  81 
of  about  fifteen  miles,  and  ram 
until  two  o'clock  on  the  mora 
then  moved  down  the  road  1 
the  mill  road  intersects  the  E 
and  a  half  miles  north  of  Ho 
mounted  one  hundred  and  fil 
them  forward  as  skirmishers,  t 
ade.to  within  three-quarters  of 
and  a  short  distance  above  tho 
from  the  hills.  I  then  dismoui 
and  fifty  more  men,  and  sent 
the  same  point,  and  extended 
mishors  from  the  hills  to  the  ! 
I  then  drew  up  the  remaindci 
in  line  of  battle  north  of  the 
four  hundred  yards  in  the  re 
skirmishers,  and  there  waited  1 
of  the  attack  made  by  General 
the  battery  and  fortifications 
and,  not  learning  anything  <3 
covering  the  enemy  moving 
levee  and  Mississippi  river,  I 
tery  forward  according  to  you 
meuced  firing  on  the  enemj 
also  the  enemv's  batteries  pi 
era!  Marmaduke's  command  : 
then  advanced,  causing  the  en< 
moving  their  batteries  some  si 
further  down  the  levee.  Aboi 
tho  enemy  again  advanced  wit 
much  larger  force  than  at  first, 
fire  on  them  with  my  battery 
and,  with  the  assistance  of  a  p 
Newton's  regiment,  again  can 
back  and  move  their  battery  b 
the  leveo ;  after  which  skirmu 
until  some  three  hours  after  the 
along  our  entire  line,  at  whicl 
your  order  to  fall  back  slowly 
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REPORT  OF  COLONEL  NEWTON. 

inqriirnaa  Nramx'B  Rtonaarr  Abaxub  Gavaut,  ) 
p  at  GEfT'd,  PmixiPS  Coustt,  Arkajwas,  July  8, 1863.  J 

?n  J.  a  ^feawrafer,  -A.  J.  0.  Fafter'* 
i$vm,  &c,  in  the  Field : 
taix  :  I  have  the  honor,  in  obedience  to 
ostructions  of  to-day,  to  submit  the  follow- 
port  of  the  part  taken  by  my  regiment  in 
lack  on  Helena  on  the  fourth  instant : 
ached  Mrs.  Moonley's  and  halted  there 
twelve  o'clock  p.  m.,  on  the  third  instant 
;  an  hour  before  day  on  the  morning  of  the 
,  in  obedience  to  an  order  from  the  Brign- 
eneral  commanding,  I  resumed  tho  march, 
the  Sterling  road  towards  Helena,  mov- 
rear  of  Colonel  Dobbins'  regiment  Ar- 
at  the  spring,  about  a  mile  from  town, 
igade  was  halted  by  General  Walker, 
nained  there  until  the  firing  commenced 
right,  when  I  was  ordered  up  to  a  point 
xe  blockade  of  felled  timber,  there  tu 
>rders. 

at  seven  o'clock  I  received  an  order  to 
thirty  sharpshooters  to  the  support  of 
L  Dobbins'  regiment,  who  were  deployed 
front,  beyond  the  blockade  and  to  "the 
the  skirmishers,  from  General  Marma- 
command.  I  detailed  the  required  num- 
»ni  the  different  companies,  selecting  men 
Long-range  guns,  as  far  as  practicable; 

them  under  command  of  Lieutenant 
i,  of  Company  A,  and  carried  them  for- 
te the  left  of  Dobbins'  skirmishers  and  be- 
Jie  lagoon  (which,  starting  from  near  the 
»f  the  levee,  on  the  north  side  of  Helena, 
eastward  to  Porter's  Lake),  where  they 
soon  engaged  with  the  enemy,  and  did 
service. 

half-past  seven,  by  order  of  General 
er,  I  detached  Companies  B  and  G  under 
and  of  Captain  Portia,  of  the  former,  and 
yed  them  as  skirmishers  t«  support  Barnes' 
shooters,  and  resist  a  small  force  of  Fed- 
avalry  which  was  reported  to  be  threat- 

our  extreme  left    About  eight  o'clock 

reported  to  me  that  the  enemy  had  re- 
«d  m  his  front,  that  he  was  being  pressed, 
leeded  two,  more  companies.  I  im- 
tely  communicated  the  information  to  Gen- 
r«Jker,  and,  by  his  direct iou,  instructed 

to  observe  the  enemy  closely,  skirmish 
)im,  and,  if  too  heavily  pressed,  fall  l>ack 
advising  ma  from  time  to  time  of  what 
inspiring. 

>\it  this  time  I  received  an  order  to  send 
another  company  to  support  Dobbins' 
i fibers,  which  I  obeyed  by  sending  Captain 
id's  Company  E,  under  command  of  Lieu- 
:  Garner: 

ning  that  the  enemy  had  made  several 
pts  to  force  Portia  back,  and  gain  posses- 
:rf  the  west  bank  of  Porter's  lake,  which 
I  enable  him,  by  means  of  his  sharp- 
en, to  annoy  the  rear  at  our  battery  posted 


on  tho  hill  in  front  of  the  blockade,  and,  per- 
haps, finally  force  us  from  the  hill  altogether,  I 
went  in  person  to  where  Portia  was  to  learn  the 
true  condition  of  affairs,  and  ascertain  what,  if 
anything,  could  be  done.  I  found  that  Portis, 
with  his  small  force,  had  made  a  gallant  resist- 
ance, and  had  thus  far  foiled  the  enemy  in  his 
several  attempts  to  occupy  the  western  or  inner 
bank  of  Porters  lake ;  but  that  he,  nevertheless, 
had  lost  some  ground,  and  had  but  little  more 
to  lose.  I  deemed  it  important,  therefore,  not 
only  to  regain  what  had  been  lost,  but  to  drive 
the  enemy  beyond  tho  levee  and  into  town,  if 
possible,  with  my  small  force.  There  not  being 
time  left  me  to  previously  communicate  with 
General  Walker,  I  ordered:  up  Companies  C  and 
F,  without  first  notifying  him.  The  latter  I  de- 
ployed as  skirmishers,  and  advanced  to  tho 
front  They  were  soon  engaged.  I  moved 
Company  C  forward  across  the  lagoon  before 
mentioned,  and,  pursuing  tho  skirmishers  to  the 
front  vigorously,  ordered  a  charge.  The  enemy 
fled  precipitately.  Wo  pursued  him  about 
three  hundred  yards.  Finding  that  he  was  ral- 
lying his  men  in  his  rifle-pits,  which  were 
situated  to  the  left  of  the  levee  and  near  the 
river  bank,  I  deployed  my  whole  force  then 
with  me  as  skirmishers,  posted  them  as  best  I 
could,  and  left  them  uuder  commaud  of  Captain 
Portis,  with  instructions  to  hold  tho  ground  we 
had  thus  gained,  until  ho  should  receive  other 
orders  from  me.  I  started  to  the  headquarters 
of  the  Brigadier-General  commanding,  to  get 
permission  to  use  my  whole  regiment  for  the 
purpose  of  dislodging  tho  enemy,  or,  failing  in 
that,  confining  him  to  his  rifle-pits,  and  thus 
prevent  him  from  annoying  our  left  Arriving 
there,  I  learned  that  our  troops  were  withdraw- 
ing, and,  by  General  Walker  s  direction,  retired 
my  command  to  the  point  where  the  mountain 
road,  leading  from  the  spring  on  the  Sterling 
road  to  the  Grant's  Mill  road,  diverges  from  the 
Sterling  road,  and  there  disposed  my  forces  so 
as  to  cover  tho  withdrawal  or  our  troops.  When 
tho  rear  of  Dobbins'  regiment  had  passed,  I 
moved  back  on  the  Mountain  road,  as  directed, 
and  thence  upon  Grant's  Mill  road. 

1  enclose  herewith  a  list  of  casualties.  Tho 
officers  and  men  engaged  behaved  in  admirable 
style.  Captains  Portis  and  Bryant,  commanding 
skirmishers,  did  their  duty  well.  Lieutenant 
Barnes,  who,  with  his  thirty  sharpshooters,  was 
almost  constantly  engaged,  here,  as  everywhere 
else  that  I  have  ever  placed  him,  was  prompt 
and  faithful,  and  displayed  great  courage.  Lieu- 
tenant Smith,  adjutant  of  the  regiment,  brave  to 
a  fault,  and  seeking  rather  than  avoiding 
danger,  rendered  much  valuable  service.  And 
as  were  the  officers,  so  were  tho  private  soldiers 
whom  they  led,  fearless  of  danger,  each  seeming 
intent  solely  on  doing  his  duty  welL 
I  am,  Captain,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
R.  C.  NxwToif, 
Colonel,  commanding. 


camp,  one  miie  airant  irom  w  arrenion,  on  ino 
Amiss  viHe  turnpike,  at  five  o'clock  a.  h.,  and  in 
obedience  to  orders  from  the  General  command- 
ing, "  took  the  Warrenton  and  Alexandria  turn- 
pike, until  reaching  Broad  Run  Church,  then  to 
take  the  road  by  Greenwich  and  on  to  Bristoe 
Station."  Upon  arriving  at  Broad  Run  Church 
information  reached  me,  from  various  sources, 
that  the  enemy  were  moving  by  a  road  leading 
from  Greenwich  to  the  Warrenton  and  Alexan- 
dria pike,  and  coming  into  it  a  mile  below  Buck- 
land.  The  rumbling  of  wagons,  which  could 
be  distinctly  heard,  led  me  to  place  reliance  in 
these  reports, 

General  Anderson  was  directed  to  take  his  di- 
vision down  the  turnpike  towards  Buckland, 
and,  if  possible,  to  strike  the  column  at  the  poiut 
where  it  came  into  the  pike.  If  nothing  could 
be  accomplished  there  to  turn  off  and  rejoin  me 
at  Greenwich.  In  the  meantime,  I  moved  on  the 
road  to  Greenwich  with  Heth's  and  Wilcox's 
divisions,  leaving  one  battery  and  Scales'  brigade 
at  Buckland  to  guard  the  train  which  had  been 
directed  to  halt  there.  General  Anderson,  in 
the  execution  of  my  orders,  found  the  force  re- 
ferred to  to  bo  of  cavalry,  having;  already  dis- 
appeared, and  that  Major-General  Fitzhugn  Lee 
had  come  up  with  his  cavalry  on  my  left  flank  ; 
Colonel  Rosser,  of  his  advance,  having  skir- 
mished with  the  enemy,  and  driven  them  back, 
rejoined  me  at  Greonwich,  following  Hcth's  di- 
vision. From  this  point  to  Bristoe,  we  followed 
close  upon  the  rear  of  the  Third  corps,  picking 
up  about  ono  hundred  and  fifty  stragglers. 
Upon  reaching  the  hills  this  side  of  Broad  Run, 
and  overlooking  the  plain  on  the  north  side,  the 
Third  corps  was  discovered  resting,  a  portion 
of  it  just  commencing  the  march  to  warns  Man- 
assas. I  determined  that  no  time  should  he  lost, 
and  hurried  up  Heth's  division,  forming  in  line 
of  battle  along  the  crest  of  the  hills,  and  paral- 


battalion.  The  three  brigad 
land's,  and  Walker's— advano 
der,  and  quite  steadily.  God 
reaching  the  crest  of  the  ii 
came  within  fall  view  at  th 
battle  behind  the  railroad 
Second  corps,  and  of  whose  j 
aware.  The  position  was  an  < 
one,  and  covered  by  the  dun 
fire  of  batteries  on  the  risinj 
A  portion  of  Cooke's  brigade 
gaged,  and  of  course  it  beca 
execute  his  original  order  to 
flank.  Kirkland,  finding  Coo 
swung  around  his  left,  and  ga 
Cooke's  assistance.  Mclntost 
before  this,  been  ordered  by  1 
tion  overlooking  the  railroad  a 
rear  of  Cooke's  left  Poagrn 
ordered  to  take  another  posit 
on  the  battery  which  was 
land's  line.  This  was  not  d« 
I  expected,  and  Kirkland's  liu 
a  very  deliberate  and  destruc 
theless  it  continued  to  advano 
railroad,  clearing  it  for  a  til 
About  this  time  Generals  C«> 
were  both  wounded,  and  thei 
ical  moment  had  a  serious  ii 
fortunes  of  the  combat.  The 
blc  to  stand  the  heavy  fire  * 
upon  them,  and  commenced 
three  right  regiments  of  Co 
good  order.  Walker  had  era 
pursuance  of  the  original  orde 
been  sent  to  the  right  to  look 
ened  right  flank,  and  no  sup 
ately  available— Wilcox's  dn 
vet  come  up.  The  infantry 
left  of  Cooke's  brigade)  pas» 
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jf  half  an  hour  and  there  would  have 
10  enemy  to  attack.   In  that  event,  I 
equally  have  blamed  myself  for  not 
ig  at  once. 

lose  my  official  report  of  killed,  wounded, 
wing. 

[  am,  air,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  P.  Hill,  * 
UeatenAat-General,  commanding  Third  Oorpa 

REPORT  OF  GENERAL  HETH. 

Bbadquarbmi  Hem'*  Dmnoor, ) 
October  24,  1863.  j 

*  W.  JT.  Starke,  A.  A.  G.y  Tliird  Army 
m: 

UN :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
report  of  the  operations  of  my  division 
fourteenth  instant : 

division  moved  from  camp  near  Warren- 
half-past  five  o'clock  a.  m.,  on  the  four- 
instant,  following  General  Anderson's 
L  When  within  a  mile  of  New  Balti- 
»rders  were  received  to  pass  General 
311*8  artillery,  by  keening  to  the  right,  as 
lesigned  that  my  division  should  follow 
ent  road.  After  passing  through  New 
.re,  and  about  a  mile  and  a  half  or  less 
>e  village,  I  was  directed  to  take  a  right 
oad,  which  proved  to  be  a  cross-road 
to  Bristoe  Station,  via  Greenwich.  Just 
reaching  Greenwich,  some  twenty  strag- 
>f  the  Third  corps,  Federal  army,  were 
id.  A  desultory  fire  of  artillery  was 
from  just  after  daybreak,  apparently  on 
;lit,  and  continued  during  the  entire  day. 
as  ascertained  at  Greenwich  that  a  corps 
enemy  had  encamped  there  the  evening 
us,  the  last  of  this  corps  leaving  about  eight 
a.  x..  On  the  fourteenth.  From  Greenwich 
sed  on  by  the  most  direct  road  to  Bristoe 
,  picking  up  a  number  of  stragglers  on 
A. 

a  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  Bristoe 
,  I  was  directed  by  General  A.  P.  Hill  to 
tree  brigades  of  my  division  in  line  of 
Perpendicular  to  the  road  on  which  we 
Ivancing,  holding  the  Fourth  brigade  as 
*e,  which  was  to  continue  its  march  by 
k.  Cooke's  brigade  (leading)  was  formed 
right  of  the  road,  its  left  resting  on  the 
Kirkland  was  put  in  position  on  the  left 
road,  his  right  resting  on  the  road,  and 
$  a  continuous  line  with  Cooke  ;  Walker 
•ected  to  form  on  Kirkland's  left ;  Davis's 
>  wan  held  in  reserve  in  the  road, 
land  had  not  quite  completed  the  forma- 
'  his  line  when  orders  were  received 
eneral  Hill  to  push  on  with  the  two  bri- 
then  in  line  (Cooke's  and  Kirkland's),  in- 
£  me,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  enemy 
etreating  rapidly,  and  that  expedition 
pessary. 

:er's  brigade  was  at  this  time  in  rear  of 
id,  his  right  resting  in  rear  of  Kirkland's 


right  General  Walker  was  informed  of  the 
change,  and  directed  to  form  on  Kirkland's  left, 
if  possible,  as  Kirkland  moved  forward. 

The  order  was  now  given  to  advance.  On 
reaching  a  cleared  space,  some  two  or  three 
hundred  yards  in  our  front,  the  enemy  was  dis- 
covered about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  in  front 
of  Kirkland's  left.  A  few  shots  from  one  of 
Foague's  batteries  threw  them  into  much  con- 
fusion, and  all  that  were  in  sight  retreated  in 
disorder  across  Broad  Run.  On  seeing  this, 
General  Hill  directed  me  to  move  by  the  left 
flank,  cross  Broad  Run,  and  attack  the  fugitives. 
This  order  was  given,  and  my  line  haltedfor  the 
left  to  commence  the  flank  movement.  Before 
this  movement  was  commenced,  information 
was  received  that  a  heavy  column  of  the  enemy 
had  appeared  on  our  right  I  asked  General 
Hill  whether  the  flank  movement  should  con- 
tinue. He  directed  that  it  should  be  deferred 
for  the  present  Some  ten  minutes  afterwards  I 
received  orders  to  move  forward.  About  this 
time  General  Cooke  in  person  reported  to  me 
that  the  enemy  would  take  him  in  flank  as  he 
moved  forward.  This  was  reported  to  General 
Hill,  who  informed  me  that  General  Anderson's 
division  had  been,  or  would  be,  ordered  to  the 
right.  General  Cooke  was  informed  of  this,  and 
the  forward  movement  commenced.  Walker 
had  not  been  able  to  form  line  of  battle  on  Kirk- 
land's left  The  two  brigades  (Cooke's  and 
Kirkland's)  moved  off  in  handsome  stylo.  The 
skirmishers  soon  became  engaged.  The  enemy's 
strength  in  my  front  was  omy  known  from  the 
reports  made  by  Captain  Johnston,  engineer 
corps.  As  subsequently  Bhown,  it  proved  to  be 
Warren's  Second  army  corps.  Marching  parallel 
to  the  railroad,  the  enemy  was  concealed  from 
our  view  by  hills  and  woods.  On  seeing  our 
advauce,  the  enemy  formed  his  fine  in  rear  of 
the  railroad  embankment,  his  right  resting  on 
Broad  Run,  and  hidden  by  a  railroad  cut  lu  his 
rear  a  lino  of  hills  ascended  to  some  thirty  or 
forty  feet  in  height,  giving  him  an  admirable 
position  for  his  artillery.  The  railroad  cut  and 
embankment,  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  gave  him 
perfect  protection  for  his  infantry.  In  rear  of 
the  enemy's  right,  on  the  hills  just  noticed,  a 
circular  lino  of  rifle-pits  had  been  thrown  up 
for  the  protection  of  the  bridge  over  Broad  Run. 
These  rifle-pits  were  filled  with  infantry,  and  a 
battery  was  established  in  rear  and  higher  up 
the  hills. 

As  Kirkland  moved  forward,  his  left  struck 
the  enemy  in  tho  railroad  cut,  near  Broad  Run. 
He  drove  everything  in  his  front  along  the  line 
of  the  railroad  before  him,  but  was  unable  to 
carry  the  second  line  of  works  (rifle-pits)  that 
were  in  his  front.  When  in  the  railroad  cut, 
his  men  were  exposed  to  an  enfilading  fire  from 
his  right,  in  addition  to  a  severe  fire  from  a  bat- 
tery on  the  north  side  of  Broad  Run.  The  posi- 
tion was  untenable.  He  was  compelled  to  fall 
back.  A  number  of  his  men,  unwilling  to  expose 
themselves,  remained  in  the  railroad  cut,  and 
were  captured,   General  Cooke  was  wounded 
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early  in  the  action.  When  within  some  five 
hundred  yards  of  the  railroad  his  brigade  halt- 
ed, and  commenced  firing.  It  subsequently 
charged  up  to  within  forty  yards  of  the  railroad 
embankment,  but  was  driven  back,  being  ex- 
posed not  only  to  the  heavy  fire  behind  the  rail- 
road embankment,  but  also  to  a  firo  on  its  right 
flank. 

The  enemy's  batteries,  during  the  advance  of 
Cooke  and  Kirkland,  completely  swept  the  field 
over  which  the  advance  was  made. 

As  soon  as  Cooke's  brigade  gave  way,  I 
ordered  General  Davis  to  form  his  brigade  on 
Cooke's  right,  thus  protecting  Cooke  from  a  flank 
movement. 

During  the  advance  of  Cooke  and  Kirkland,  a 
battery  belonging  to  Mcintosh's  battalion,  An- 
derson's division,  was  ordered  to  take  position 
on  a  hill  about  five  or  six  hundred  yards  from 
the  railroad,  and  about  opposite  "Kirkland's 
right  flank  and  Cooke's  left.  This  battery  was 
captured  by  the  enemy.  I  was  ignorant  of  Uje 
fact  that  a  battery  had  been  ordered  to  occupy 
this  position,  until  it  had  been  taken.  A  knowl- 
edge of  its  position  on  my  part,  however,  would 
not  have  saved  it,  as  it  would  not  have  been 
deemed  necessary  to  have  furnished  a  special 
support  for  it  so  long  as  the  two  brigades 
(Cooke's  and  Kirkland's)  were  in  its  front  On 
receiving  information  that  the  enemy's  skir- 
mishers were  approaching  the  battery,  and  that 
it  was  in  danger,  a  regiment  was  ordered  to  its 
support,  but  arrived  on  the  ground  after  five 
guns  had  been  taken  off. 

During  the  advance  of  Kirkland,  Walker 
gained  ground  to  the  left,  crossing  Broad  Run. 
Finding  that  Kirkland's  left  was  gaining  ground 
to  the  right,  General  Walker  recrossed  the  run. 
Before  he  could  form  on  Kirkland's  left,  Kirk- 
land had  been  driven  back. 

General  Walker,  during  the  rest  of  the 
engagement,  supported  a  battery  from  Poague's 
battalion,  placed  on  a  hill  about  seven  or  eight 
hundred  yards  from  the  railroad.  This  engage- 
ment was  over  before  either  Walker  or  Davis 
could  be  brought  into  action. 

After  the  repulse  of  Cooke  and  Kirkland,  I  re- 
formed my  line,  and  advauced  again  to  within 
about  five  hundred  vards  of  the  railroad,  where 
I  remained  during  tne  night.  No  second  attack 
was  ordered,  as  I  was  convinced  that  the  posi- 
tion of  the  enemy  was  too  strong  to  be  attacked 
in  front  The  position  now  occupied  enabled 
me  to  avail  myself  of  an  opportunity  to  resume 
the  attack,  in  the  event  of  an  attack  being  made 
on  the  enemy's  left  flank  by  General  Swell's 
troops,  or  others. 

I  deem  it  but  just  to  the  troops  commanded 
hy  Generals  Cook9  and  Kirkland  to  say,  that, 
with  the  exception  of  one  regiment,  all  behaved 
well  under  the  circumstances. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  when  the 
attack  was  made  by  Cooke  and  Kirkland,  the 
enemy's  force  in  front  was  unknown.  It  turned 
out  that  a  much  larger  force  was  in  our  front 
than  waB  supposed — one,  it*  not  the  greater  por- 


tion of  two,  entire  corps.  The  poti 
dentally  occupied  bv  the  enemy  wu  j 
or  stronger,  naturally  and  artificially, 
tary  art  could  have  made  it  by  mi 
work.  The  enemy's  left  flank  extend* 
or  three-quarters,  to  my  right ;  he  w 
polled  to  manoeuvre  to  get  into  poatk 
ing  by  the  flank ;  he  was  already  i 
battle,  protected  by  a  railroad  embank 
convenient  height  to  shelter  his  men: 
in  his  rear  admirably  adapted  to  renda 
his  numerous  batteries.  No  military  i 
has  examined  the  ground,  or  who  m 
the  position  and  the  disproportionate 
of  the  contending  forces,  would  attach 
these  two  brigades  for  meeting  with  i 
My  confidence  in  these  troops  U  not  d 
the  result,  and  I  feel  satisfied  on  fields 
they  will  vindicate  the  high  reputu 
have  gained  on  manv  a  hard-fought  b 
Had  they  succeeded  in  driving  did  • 
their  front  before  them,  and  carried 
beyond  the  railroad,  it  is  probable  the 
gades  would  have  been  captured  by  tl 
unengaged  on  their  right. 

I  beg  leave  to  bring  to  the  notice  of 
tenant-General  commanding  the  gaUa 
played  by  Generals  Cooke  and  Kirkl 
of  whom  were  severely  wounded, 
that,  in  the  absence  of  the  reports  o 
and  regimental  commanders,  I  am 
name  the  officers  who  deserve  sped) 
for  good  conduct.  A  report  of  casoi 
closed.  My  thanks  are  due  to  m 
staff. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H 


REPORT  OF  GENERAL  R.  H.  AXDi 

NEAB  KJLFP4HX33COCK  J*TAt 

Octobi 

Captain  W.  N.  Starke,  A.  A.  G 

Army  Corps: 

Captain  :  At  half-past  two  o'cloc 
noon  of  the  fourteenth  instant,  wl 
toe  Station,  I  received  orders  fror 
ant-General  commanding  the  Th 
send  Mcintosh's  battalion  of  ar 
front,  and  to  move  two  brigades  < 
to  the  right  of  the  road  by  which 
approaching  the  station,  to  in  ten 
of  the  enemy's  troops  which  was 
the  railroad  towards  tbc  station. 

Posey's  and  Perry's  brigades 
atelyputin  motion  through  a  pi 
to  execute  the  order,  but  before 
within  striking  distance,  the  enc 
at  double-quick,  and  disappeared 
pine  forest  near  the  railroad. 

The  brigades  continued  to  adi 
the  railroad,  in  the  direction  whi 
indicated  by  Lieutenant-General  B 
found  the  enemy  strongly  postec 
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nkmonts  and  cuts,  with  a  battery 
n  planted  as  to  enfilade  the  road, 
o.open  piece  of  ground  between 
selves. 

i  which  I  had  been  directed  to  in- 
ot  into  position  along  the  railroad, 
the  troops  until  I  could  examine 
between  them  and  the  enemy, 
igaged,  I  met  Brigadier-General 
roposed  to  place  some  of  his  artil- 
ilight  eminence  which  afforded  a 
i  for  artillery.  To  this  I  gladly  as- 
eemed  it  necessary  to  the  further 
ie  troops  of  my  command, 
e  I  received  notice  that  the  troops 
1  corps  were  coming  up  on  my 
ras  directed  to  form  a  line  of  battle, 
>ct  my  right  with  the  left  of  that 
ther  brigades  of  my  division  were 
up,  and  the  line  was  formed  as 
3  nature  of  the  ground  would  per- 
these  movements  of  my  command, 
on 'became  hotly  engaged,  and  a 
9  troops,  near  the  left  of  my  divis- 
m  back.  The  enemy's  skirmishers 
ough  the  gap,  and  General  Long 
practicable  to  post  his  artillery, 
le  checked  the  further  advance  of 
id  Mahone'e  was  put  in  motion  to 
Tound  from  whicn  our  men  had 
but  before  it  reached  the  place,  it 
ed  by  another  brigade  of  Heth's 
?rry's  and  Posey's  brigade  then 
tie  enemy's  line  of  skirmishers,  and 
;'s  artillery  got  into  position ;  but  it 
rly  dark,  and,  after  a  few  minutes' 
to  which  the  enemy  replied  warmly, 
i  discontinued. 

of  my  division  remained  in  lino 
ing  the  night  In  the  morning  the 
jone. 

>  report  that  in  this  affair  Captain 
arrand,  of  the  Sixteenth  Virginia 
excellent  officer,  was  killed.  Brig- 
Poseyand  LieutenantColonel  Baya, 
Eighth  Florida  regiment,  received 
ds,  the  former  in  the  left  thigh, 
•  in  the  right  hip ;  and  Captain  A. 
welfth  Mississippi  regiment,  was 
the  right  leg.  The  total  casualties 
;  (11)  kiUed  and  forty-three  (43) 

Very  respectfully, 
it  most  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  Anderson, 

Major-General,  commanding. 
BRIGADIER-GENERAL  IL  H.  WALKER. 


\  Walker'h  Bhrmdi, 

October  21,  1863. 


} 

I  Finney,  A,  A.  General,  Eeth's 
i  .• 

i  accordance  with  circular  from  di 
uarters,  I  have  the  honor  to  make 
r  report  of  the  part  taken  by  my 
tie  engagement  at  Bristoe  Station, 
senth  of  October,  1863 


My  brigade  was  formed  in  line  of  battle  in  a 
woods,  about  one  hundred  yards  in  rear  of  Gen- 
eral Kirkland's,  my  right  covering  his  right,  his 
brigade  being  nearly  double  the  length  of  mine. 
While  in  this  position  General  Hoth  informed 
me  the  enemy  was  running ;  that  he  would  not 
have  time  for  mo  to  get  upon  Kirkland's  left, 
but  that  I  must  do  so  on  the  march.  This  I 
found  impossible  to  do.  Kirkland's  brigade 
soon  got  into  the  open  field,  and  commenced  gain- 
ing ground  to  the  right,  by  a  wheel,  while  mine, 
already  behind  and  on  the  circumference,  had 
a  dense  woods  to  march  through  for  half  a  mile. 
This  distance  brought  my  brigade  on  Broad 
Run.  While  crossing  this  in  line  of  battle. 
Kirkland  became  hotly  engaged*  Seeing  his  left 
gaining  ground  so  fast  to  the  front  and  right,  I 
marched  my  brigade  by  the  right  flank,  again 
crossed  Broad  Run,  and  double-quicked  my  bri- 
gade to  try  and  catch  up  with  Kirkland's  left. 
When  I  got  into  the  open  field  I  saw  his  left 
had  been  repulsed  and  was  falling  back  in  utter 
confusion.  I  succeeded  in  getting  the  three 
right  regiments  of  my  brigade  interposed  be- 
tween the  enemy's  advance  and  the  battery  on 
the  hill  at  the  cemetery.  A  portion  of  Kirk- 
land's brigade  (two  regiments)  were  then  rallied 
on  the  right  of  these  regiments.  The  four  regi- 
ments on  the  left  of  my  brigade  were  halted  on 
the  crest  of  the  hill  at  the  cemetery,  abreast 
with  the  battery  at  that  place.  The  line  re- 
mained thus  until  the  regiments  of  Kirkland's 
brigade  were  moved,  under  direction  of  Gen- 
eral Kirkland's  Adjutant-General,  to  the  right 
and  rear  of  the  battery  at  the  cemetery.  Cap- 
tain Ilill.of  Genera]  Hill's  staff,  then  brought  an 
order  for  this  battery  to  move  to  the  right  I 
told  him  1  was  supporting  the  battery,  and  asked 
him  if  I  should  move  with  it  lie  replied: 
"  Yes."  I  had  scarcely  gotten  half  way  down 
the  hill  with  my  brigade  when  Major  Mcintosh 
reported  to  me  that  his  supports  having  retired 
he  had  to  withdraw  his  men  from  the  battery 
on  the  right  of  the  road,  and  that  if  I  could  get 
a  regiment  there  in  time,  I  might  retake  it.  This 
I  endeavored  to  do  immediately,  and  ordered  a 
regiment  to  double-quick  to  the  position,  but  be- 
fore it  arrived  the  guns  were  out  of  sight. 
Simultaneously  with  Major  Mcintosh,  Major 
Finney,  Adjutant-General,  reported  that  the  en- 
emy were  again  advancing  in  the  direction  of 
the  cemetery.  I  immediately  deployed  a  regi- 
ment as  skirmishers ;  again  formed  my  brigade 
in  its  original  position,  and  remained  so  until 
new  dispositions  were  mado  for  the  night 

I  omitted  to  state  at  the  commencement,  be- 
fore my  brigade  was  put  into  line,  General  Hill 
detached  the  Fourteenth  Tennessee  regiment, 
and  directed  it  to  take  a  position  as  skirmishers 
on  the  right  of  his  line.  This  regiment  rejoined 
the  brigade  the  next  morning.  Enclosed  is  a 
list  of  casualties  during  the  engagement 
Respectfully  submitted, 
H.  H.  Walker, 

Brigadier-General, 
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REPORT  OF  COLONEL  HALL. 

Headquarters  Cooke's  Brigade,  1 
Near  Rutahaxxock  Station,  ViwnxiA,  October  22,  1868.  J 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  onl 
the  fourteenth  instant,  on  arriving  within  one1 
or  two  miles  of  Bristoe  8tation,  the  brigade1 
formed  a  line  of  battle  on  the  right  of  the  road' 
in  the  following  order :  first,  Forty-sixth  North 
Carolina;  second,  Fifteenth  North  Carolina;1 
third,  Twenty-seventh  North  Carolina,  and  the" 
Forty-eighth  North  Carolina  on  the  left  After* 
forming  we  advanced  through  a  very  thick 
undergrowth.   On  clearing  the  woods  and  ar- 
riving in  the  first  opening,  the  brigade  was 
halted  a  few  moments  to  correct  the  alignment 
The  enemv  was- discovered  massed  upon  our' 
left  beyond  the  railroad,  and  to  the  left  of  the' 
road  leading  to  the  station.   Being  then  in  com-1 
raand  of  the  extremo  right  regiment,  I  immedi- 
ately discovered  that  the  enemy  was  in  heavy1 
force  on  my  right,  and  busily  engaged  in  getting1 
in  position.   Iu  a  few  moments  wo  were  order-l 
ed  to  advance,  and  soon  after  the  enemy's  skir- 
mishers commenced  firing  on  my  right  flank. 
I  discovered  the  line  of  battle  behind  the  rail- 
road, extending  as  far  on  my  right  as  I  could 
see.   Also,  amass  of  troops  lying  perpendicular ( 
to  the  road,  and  on  the  side  next  to  us,  from 
which  body  an  advanco  was  made  on  my  right1 
in  considerable  numbers.   I  then  sent  word  to* 
General  Cooke  that  I  was  much  annoyed  by  the 1 
fire  and  seriously  threatened.   I  sent  my  right' 
company  to  engage  the  skirmishers  on  mv  right, 1 
but  they  wore  soon  driven  in.   I  then  changed 1 
the  front  of  my  regiment  on  tho  first  company 
and  checked  their  advanco.   Tho  brigade  had ' 
again  halted,  just  before  getting  under  fire,  and 
I  moved  back  just  in  time  to  join  the  line  in  its  j 
final  advance.   Soon  after  getting  under  fire,  I  < 
found  that  tho  left  of  tho  brigade  had  com- 
menced  firing  as  they  advanced,  which  was 
taken  up  along  the  whole  line.   Shortlv  after- 
wards information  was  brought  me  that  General 
Cooke  was  wounded,  and  that  I  was  in  com- 
mand.  I  ordered  my  regiment  to  cease  firing, 
and  passed  up  to  the  centre  of  the  brigade, 
stopping  the  tiring  as  I  went   The  brigade  was 
dien  within  two  hundred  yards  of  the  railroad. 
On  getting  on  the  top  of  the  hill,  I  found  the 
brigade  suffering  from  a  heavy  flank  fire  of  ar- 
tillery, from  tho  right — the  number  of  guns  I 
cannot  say,  evidently  moro  than  one  battery. 
Also,  the  guns  on  the  left  and  rear  of  the  rail- 
road had  an  enfilading  firo  on  us.  The  musketry 
fire  from  tho  line  of  railroad  was  very  heavy. 
I  soon  saw  that  a  rapid  advance  must  be  made, 
or  to  withdraw.   I  choso  the  former.   I  passed 
the  word  to  the  right  regiments  to  charge, 
which  was  done  in  what  I  conceivo  to  be  in  good 
style.   The  Fourth  regiment  was  somewhat 
confused.     But  I  sent  the  Lieutenant-Colonel 
commanding  word  to  follow  the  lino,  which  he 
did  with  about  two-thirds  of  his  regiment, 
the  balance  giving  way.   The  brigado  charged 
up  to  within  forty  yards  of  the  railroad,  and 
from  the  severity  of  tha  fixe,  wid  from,  then 


seeing  the  extreme  left  of  the  Use  falling  to. 
they  fell  back ;  the  two  right  regiment!  in  nW 
order ;  tho  third  (Twenty-seventh  .Vurth  fa 
lina)  in  an  honorable  confusion,  from  the  mt 
that  between  one-half  and  two-think  of  m 
regiment  had  been  killed  and  wosnded,  mw 
being  in  a  far  more  exposed  position  <hn  & 
other  two  regiments,  and  had  gone  faiths.  At 
Forty-eighth,  in  advancing,  encomtcrai  It 
whole  line  falling  back.  I  halted  the  bripfci 
tho  first  field  we  came  to,  about  four ' 


yards  from  the  enemy's  line,  from  which  p 
tion  we  fell  back  beyond  the  second  fails 
seeing  the  enemy  come  out  on  onrriritd 
left   After  a  short  time  the  brigide  of  QeasJ 
Davis  joined  us  on  the  right,  when  «e  mu 
advanced  to  within  four  hundred  nnk  if  m 
enemy,  and,  on  seeing  the  right  brigade  UU 
halted,  where  we  remained  daring  the  mfr 
As  there  was  a  battery  of  artillery  lost  done; 
the  engagement,  and  from  its  proimitr  ft  fa 
brigade  tho  loss  may  be  laid  to  Mwfflai 
that  I  knew  nothing  of  tho  gone  being  mm 
until  we  had  fallen  back  to  the  eecood  fcU 
The  guns  may  have  been  in  oar  rear,  bmwj 
must  certainly  have  been  placed  there  after  ■ 
advanced ;  and,  in  retreating,  from  oar  km 
both  by  casualties  and  straggling,  Bhortawd* 
line  so  much  that,  with  the  addition  of  cat  4 
General   Kirkland's  regiments  (Forrrfoam 
North  Carolina),  which  joined  our  left,  Aelat 
of  the  brigade  was  some  distance  to  thence1 
the  guns.   On  learning  the  guns  were  Ihayrt 
in  danger ,  I  despatched  a  portion  of  one  regie* 
to  the  relief,  but  the  guns  had  been  taken!  a> 
fore  the  relief  arrived.  I  would  reapectftntya* 
that  I  have  been  with  the  brigade  darinra»« 
the  heaviest  engagements  of  the  war,  and jew 
never  seen  the  men  more  cool  and  dtavBK. 
and  that  their  falling  back  resulted  hm  v 
fault  of  theirs,  but  from  the  great  aupervxty.' 
numbers  and  position  of  the  enemy,  aada* 
want  of  support,  both  in  rear  and  proloopa* 
of  our  lines. 

I  have  tho  honor  to  be, 

Respectfully, 

1L  D.  Bail 


REPORT  OF  MAJOR  IfdNTOBH. 

Headquarters  Vcbrron*!  Rattum*  Amnatfii 
la  Oaxt.  srae  Bmur  fen.  \ 
OeuOtlia  J 

in  W.  2T.  Stark*,  A.  A.  0.  TIM  A* 


Captain  :  In  accordance  with  your  reqvtiA 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  foUowisr  repft 
being  duplicate  of  one  already  ftirnishedOW 
Walker,  of  the  part  taken  by  this  battalwe  » 
the  engagement  at  Briatoe  Station  on  Hie  after 
noon  of  the  fourteenth  instant : 

When  within  about  a  mile  of  the  atone* 
received  an  order  from  Major^taeralAndeiifl 
■through  Major  Duncan,  his  staff  officer,  to  a** 
•my  battalion  to  the  front  Passing  theft 
sion,  I  halted  a  moment  npon  the  open  grow 
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the  descent  to  the  railroad  begins ;  and 
Duncan  saying,  as  he  joined  me  again,  that 
L  directions  from  Licatonant-General  Hill 
to  place  me,  I  moved  immediately  on,  at- 
tfr  some  fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries, 
ring  that  I  was  approaching  near  the  eno- 
ordered  Captain  Hunt  to  take  his  two 
rorth  guns  out  of  the  column  and  place 
a  the  nest  position  ho  could  find  on  the 
3  rear.  Captain  Johnson's  battery  had 
lsly  been  detached  by  order  of  General 
on,  and  left  at  Broad  Run.  With  tho  re- 
r  nine  guns,  I  proceeded  to  follow  Major 
,  who  pointed  out  an  open  space  between 
le  thickets  as  the  position  which  I  was 
pv.  Our  line  of  infantry  was  then  in  the 
advancing  over  the  hill  at  thin  point,  and 
licavy  musketry  fire  on  them  in  rear.  I 
re  halted  my  column  at  the  base  of  the 
abound  in  front,  sending  word  by  Lieu- 
Boustou,  my  Ordnance  Officer,  who  ac- 
tied  me  on  the  field,  to  Lieutonai it-General 
ay  I  had  done  so,  and  ordering  the  pieces 
r  up  under  cover,  I  proceeded  to  look  at 
•"and  with  Major  Duncan.  On  casting  my 
3r  the  field,  I  saw  and  represented  to  Major 
i  the  exposure  of  the  situation,  because  of 
>ximity  to  the  railroad  bank,  being  only 
five  hundred  yards  distant,  where  the 
J  line  of  battle  was  posted,  and  in.  full 
'  a  number  of  opposing  batteries,  stretch- 
on  tho  left  to  tho  extreme  right.  He 
Duncan)  left,  saying  he  would  represent 
%tion  to  General  Hill.  In  the  meantime 
Jhad  advanced  a  short  distance  over  the 

tho  hill,  and  exhibiting  symptoms  of 
.g,  I  ordered  up  five  light  rifle-guns,  con- 
>  f  tho  Second  Rockbridge  battery,  three 
lieutenant  Wallace  commanding,  and  a 

of  Hunt's  batter}*,  under  Lieutenant 
-'w,  and  directed  them  to  open  with  shell, 
v-cr  the  heads  of  our  men. 
«?nant  Houston  returned  just  at  this 
ith  a  message  from  General  Hill,  that  he 
me  to  take  a  position  as  quickly  as  pos- 
tal I  therefore  ordered  up  a  section  of 
Napoleon  battery,  placing  it  to  the  left  of 
e-guns.  Before  this  order  was  executed, 
er,  our  line  of  infantry  in  front  had  broken, 
ling  back  to  the  guns,  passed  on  to  the 
uy  officers  joined  me  in  endeavoring  to 
□d  stop  them  upon  the  slope  in  rear  of 
ns,  but  without  avail.  Lieutenant  Wilson 
thus  engaged  was  struck  down  and  scri- 
njured  by  a  shell. 

ground  being  clear  of  our  infantry  in 
[  directed  a  round  or  two  of  canister  to 
>wn  at  the  enemy  along  the  railroad,  but 
i  the  fire  chiefly  against  the  opposing 
which  concentrated  upon  me  a  con- 
5  fire  from  three  directions.  I  despatched 
euger  hastily  to  General  Iliil,  to  say  that 
badly  enfiladed  from  the  right,  and  re- 
the  position  untenable,  which  message 
neral  nas  since  informed  me  he  did  not 


Believing  I  could  obtain  a  position  to  the 
right,  where  I  could  divert  tho  enemy's  fire,  I 
proceeded  in  that  direction  with  tho  two  guns  * 
undisposed  of,  a  section  of  Napoleon,  under 
Lieutenant  Price,  and  met  Major  Duncan  on  the 
way,  who  told  me  guns  were  needed  in  that 
quarter,  and  who  showed  mo  a  position  from 
which  tho  enemy's  battery,  then  annoying  me 
so  much,  could  be  taken  almost  in  rear.  He 
informed  me  at  tho  same  time  that  General  Long 
would  have  up  a  number  of  guns  in  a  few  min- 
utes, and  as  one  of  Lieutenant  Price's  was  de- 
tained by  an  accident  on  the  way,  I  deemed  it 
imprudent  to  open  with  one  gun,  and  ordered 
tho  Lieutenant  to  report  to  General  Long  as 
soon  as  he  came  up,  and  desired  him  to  open 
immediately. 

Returning  to  the  first  position,  where  I  had 
left  seven  guns  engaged,  I  observed  that  the 
fire  had  ceased.  On  inquiring  tho  reason  of 
Lieutenant  Wallace,  thou  in  command,  he  re- 
plied that  he  had  not  men  enough  left  to  work 
tho  guns  ;  that  the  enemy  was  advancing,  and 
he  had  just  been  to  look  for  infantry  support 
I  at  once  ordered  the  guns  to  be  dragged  down 
the  hill  by  hand,  and  the  remaining  men,  who 
were  lying  in  the  bush,  started  forward ;  but  at 
that  instant,  a  IhkIv  of  tho  enemy,  apparently 
skirmishers,  appeared  stealing  over  the  crest  of 
the  hill,  and  in  a  moment  more  were  among  the 
guns.  I  saw  it  was  too  late  to  removo  them, 
and  directed  ihe  limbers  and  caissons  to  bo 
drawn  off  on  the  edge  of  tho  wood,  and  the 
men  to  retire  without  noise. 

Believing  the  number  of  the  enemy  at  the 
guns  to  bo  small,  and  that  they  could  still  bo 
recovered  with  prompt  action,  I  rodo  rapidly  in 
search  of  a  body  of  infantry,  but  the  plain  in 
my  rear  was  bare  of  all  troops.  After  some  min- 
utes, I  found  a  brigade — General  Walker's,  I 
think — and  reported  to  him  the  condition  of 
affairs,  and  desired  him  to  throw  forward  a  body 
as  quickly  as  possible. 

A  few  minutes  after  I  observed  General  Heth 
approaching,  when  I  informed  him  also  of  my 
situation.  Lieutenant  Wallace  informs  me  that 
he  saw  the  enemy  roll  off  the  guns  by  hand,  in 
a  few  minutes  after  they  were  taken  possession 
of.  The  two  Napoleon  guns  of  Captain  Rice 
were  botli  disabled,  having  their  axles  broken, 
and  the  cheek  of  one  shivered  ;  one  was  drag- 
ged off  before  the  approach  of  the  enemy. 
The  other  was  recovered  tho  next  morning. 
All  the  ammunition  in  the  limbers  of  the  pieces 
was  expended  by  Captain  Rice,  his  caissons 
being  kept  in  rear.  He  estimates  the  time 
during  which  he  was  engaged,  at  one  hour ; 
his  casualties  were  eight  men  wounded,  and  ten 
horses  disabled. 

The  five  rifle  pieces,  which  preceded  Captain 
Rico  in  the  action,  were  engaged  probably  an 
hour  and  a  quarter.  Lieutenant  Wallace's  three 
guns  fired  two  hundred  and  four  rounds.  His 
casualties  were  two  Lieutenants  wounded,  and 
two  men  killed  and  thirteen  wounded ;  Lieu- 
tenant Crenshaw's  section  fired  only  twenty-five 


Your  obedient  servant, 
I).  G.  McIhtosh, 

Major  Artillery. 


Doc.  49. 

EXPEDITION  INTQ  EAST  TENNESSEE. 
REPORT  OF  MAJOB-GENERAL  STEVENSON. 

HKADQUAKTKB8  STKVEr80K'R  DlYSIOir,) 
VBAB  TY.VKX'8  STATIOX,  V 

November  12,  1868.  j 

To  Colonel  O.  W.  Brent,  A.  A.  O.  Army  of 
Tennessee : 

Colonel  :  Agreeably  to  orders  received  from 
army  headquarters  on  the  seventeenth  ultimo,  I 
proceeded  to  Charleston,  Tennessee,  arriving 
there  with  a  portion  of  my  command  about  two 
o  clock  p.  v.,  on  the  nineteenth  ultimo. 

The  failure  of  the  railroad  officials  to  carry 
out  the  arrangements  and  obey  the  orders  rela- 
tive to  the  transportation  of  the  troops,  and  the 
delay  caused  thereby,  have  been  made  the  sub- 
ject of  a  special  communication  to  the  com- 
manding General. 

Immediately  upon  my  arrival  at  Charleston  I 
gave  the  following  directions  to  Colonels  Morri- 
son aud  Dibrell,  commanding  brigades  of  cav- 
alry: 

"  Colonel  Morrison,  with  his  whole  effective 
force,  reinforced  by  Colonel  McKenzie's  and 
Major  Jessie's  commands,  will  move  so  as 
to  reach  the  rear  of  Philadelphia  by  daylight 
to-morrow  morning,  and  be  prepared  to  co-oper- 
ate with  Colonel  Dibrell,  who,  with  his  effective 
command,  will  advance  so  as  to  attack  the  ene- 
my, supposed  to  be  at  that  point,  at  daylight. 
Should  the  enemy  not  be  found  at  Philadelphia, 
the  commands  will  seek  and  can  turn  or  drivn 


march  and  severe  fight,  decide 
son  and  Dibrell  not  to  make  a 
tack  upon  London.  Our  loss 
teen  killed,  eighty-two  woundec 
ing.  That  of  the  enemy  was  gre 
wounded,  and  by  capture  afioB 
prisoners,  six  pieces  of  artille; 
wagons,  ambulances,  and  camr 
the  next  morning  the  enemy  ad 
infantry  and  cavalry,  from  Loud 
Morrison  and  Dibrell  withdrew 
to  Sweetwater,  there  to  awar 
the  infantry.  The  enemy  fellbac 
night  I  reached  the  front  on 
the  twenty-second,  moved  the  ii 
Creek  that  day,  and  soon  after 
water.  On  the  evening  of  the 
October  the  enemy  advanced 
force  and  engaged  the  cavalry 
retiring  at  dusk.  Their  loss 
Ours  is  five  wounded. 

The  same  movement  was  aga 
on  the  evening  of  the  twenry-i 
In  this  affair  our  loss  was  thr 
five  missing.  The  enemy  are 
had  three  commissioned  offu 
privates  killed,  and  a  number  < 

On  the  twenty-seventh  of  C 
formed  that  the  notorious  t 
robber,  Bryson,  had  been  set 
mand,  by  Burnside,  to  get  in  n 
information  as  to  our  movemei 
I  immediately  gave  Brigadier 
a  detachment  of  about  one  L 
directed  him  to  intercept  aud, 
stroy  the  party.  He  succeec 
them,  killing  several,  and  takii 
oners  a  Captain.  During  the 
himself  was  killed. 

On  the  twenty-seventh  of  0« 
division,  commanded  dnHnir  1 
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rders  to  make  a  demonstration 
e  and  gain  all  the  information  he 
wemy'B  force,  movements,  and  in- 
found  a  force  at  Leaper's  Ferry ; 
Irove  them  across  the  river  after 
mgagenient,  inflicting  considerable 
a.  He  also  went  to  Lenoir's  Ferry, 
id  heavy  rain  that  fell  at  this  time 
ttle  Tennessee  so  rapidly  that  it 
dingly  hazardous  for  him  to  re- 
ide,  and  ho  accordingly  returned 

Q. 

rd  of  November,  Colonel  Dibrell 
ittle  Tennessee,  with  about  seven 
but  found  the  enemy  in  too  great 
rout  to  permit  him  to  make  any 
.  The  results  of  these  scouts  in 
mation  were  promptly  oommuni- 
>y  telegraph. 

th  of  November  I  received  orders 
to  send  two  of  the  brigades  of 
rision  to  Tyner's  by  railroad  on  the 
emaining  two  on  the  sixth,  and  im- 
eafter  to  send  the  two  brigades  of 
ion.  On  the  eighth  instant  I  re- 
from  the  commanding  General  to 
^-General  dimming  to  bring  on 
iid  report  in  person  at  army  head- 
in  as  possible  after  the  arrival  of 
iieral  Longstreet  at  Sweetwater, 
tat  point  on  the  night  of  the 
directed,  I  left  Sweetwater  on  the 
e  tenth,  arriving  at  Tyner's  upon 

Colonel,  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  S.  Stevenson", 

Major-General,  commanding. 
RT  OF  COLONEL  MORRISON. 

DQrARTKHB  CAVALRY  FORCES.  \ 
WEET  WATER,  TEXNBflBEB,  OctobOT  27,  1863.  J 

*eres,  A.  A.  Q. : 

lave  the  honor  to  report  that, 
nstructions  from  General  Steven- 
.'d  in  getting  my  entire  command, 
)Ut  eighteen  hundred  men,  across 
?r,  at  and  above  Rencannon's  Fer- 
>ck  on  the  night  of  the  nineteenth 
lediately  took  up  the  line  of  march 
Philadelphia,  the  distance  to  the 
expected  to  strike  the  Philadel- 
lon  road  being  fifty  miles.  The 
very  disagreeable,  and  the  roads 
bad  condition,  rendered  worse 
'  the  incessant  showers  that  had 
since  I  left  Harrison.  Men  and 
p  astonishingly  under  the  circum- 
5,  in  crossing  the  river  and  making 
t  two  nights'  sleep  in  succession, 
tear  Philadelphia,!  communicated 
Dibrell,  suggesting  that  he  had 
op  and  make  a  demonstration  in 
that  I  could  without  interruption 


and  undiscovered,  make  the  enemy's  rear ;  and 
reaching  Pond  Creek,  a  point  to  the  left  of  and 
opposite  Philadelphia,  I  intercepted  and  cap-* 
tured  a  foraging  train  and  forty  prisoners.  From 
this  point  I  sent  a  party  on  each  of  the  roads 
leading  into  town,  with  instructions  to  drive  in 
the  enemy's  pickets  and  hold  their  positions  if 
possible,  and  thus  prevent  his  learning  the  direc- 
tion taken  by  the  main  part  of  my  command.  I 
finally  reached  the  rear  of  Philadelphia,  after 
a  hard  march  of  fifty  miles  in  fifteen  hours,  un- 
observed. I  caused  the  telegraph  wire  to  be 
cut,  and  sent  as  rapidly  as  possible  one  regi- 
ment to  London,  a  distance  of  four  miles,  there 
to  make  a  feint  and  prevent  General  White  from 
reinforcing  Woolford  at  Philadelphia,  with  his 
infantry  from  that  point  The  surprise  was  com- 
plete, and  the  feint  at  London  a  success.  I  now 
hastened  on  to  Philadelphia,  a  distance  of  two 
miles,  and  soon  had  a  view  of  the  enemy's  line 
of  battle,  whereupon  I  dismounted  my  men  and 
commenced  the  attack,  Colonel  Dibrell  having 
opened  an  artillery  duel  in  the  front  some  timo 
before.  The  enemy,  on  discovering  me  in  their 
rear,  at  once  turned  their  whole  force,  with  six 
pieces  of  artillery.,  against  my  command,  which 
was  now  reduced  to  about  one  thousand  men. 
Afterwards  ensued  one  of  the  hardest  cavalry 
fightsof  the  war, both  sides  struggling  vigorously 
for  the  mastery.  I  was  made  to  fallback  twice,  but 
with  little  effort  each  time  rallied  my  men,  and 
soon  had  the  enemy  completely  routed  and  fly- 
ing in  confusion  towards  London,  capturing  their 
artillery  (six  pieces),  wagon  train,  ambulances, 
stores,  and  between  five  hundred  and  seven 
hundred  prisoners.  A  portion  of  the  latter  was 
captured  oy  Colonel  DibrelTs  command. 

The  officers  and  men  of  my  commaud  con- 
ducted themselves  handsomely  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  march  to  the  rout  of  the 
enemy  at  Philadelphia,  but  credit  is  especially 
due  to  Colonel  Hart,  of  the  Sixth  Georgia,  Col- 
onel Rice,  of  the  Third  Confederate,  ana  Colonel 
Harper,  of  the  First  Georgia  cavalry,  who  lost 
a  leg  while  leading  his  men  in  a  gallant  charge. 
Colonels  Rice  and  Hart  occupied  the  left,  and 
nobly  did  each  do  his  duty.  From  an  intrepid 
charge  on  the  enemy's  rear,  his  artillery,  wagons, 
and  stores,  with  most  of  the  prisoners,  fell  into 
their  hand?.  Lieutenant  George  Yoe,  Captain 
Davidson  Lamar,  and  Adjutant  John  \V.  Tench, 
acting  on  my  staff,  have  my  thanks  for  their 
assistance,  efficiency,  and  gallantry  on  the 
field. 

Although  the  victory  was  complete,  the  fruits 
of  it  fell  short,  far,  of  what  they  would  have 
reached  if  I  had  had  the  prompt  co-operation 
of  the  forces  in  front. 

The  casualties  in  my  command  are  fourteen 
killed,  eighty-two  wounded.  Those  of  the  enemy 
much  larger. 

J.  J.  Morrison, 
Colonel,  oomnwmdlng  Second  Cavalry  Brigade. 
Jno.  J.  Reeves, 

A.  JL  0. 
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REPORT  OF  COLONEL  DIHRELL. 


HJUDQTAttWI  gBOOHD  ClTAUCT  BMgUK,  \ 

A&mbikoxo's  Drnnozf,  Sunday,  October  27, 1861.  J 

Major  J.  /.  Reeve*,  A.  A.  Q. : 

Sir  :  According  to  previous  orders  received, 
I  moved  with  my  brigade  and  a  detachment  of 
General  Morgan's  command,  from  Charleston,  on 
the  nineteenth,  at  twelve  o'clock  M. ;  crossed 
the  Hiwassee  River  and  travelled  all  night.  By 
an  agreement  with  Colonel  Morrison,  command- 
ing brigade,  I  was  to  be  in  front  of  Philadelphia 
by  twelve  m.,  of  the  twentieth.  He  was  to 
cross  the  Hiwassee  below  me  and  move  to  the 
rear  of  the  enemy.  Subsequently  Colonel  Mor- 
rison notified  me  that  he  could  not  be  at  the 
appointed  place  before  two  o'clock  p.  m.  Mean- 
time I  advanced  my  forces,  drove  in  the  enemy's 
pickets,  kept  up  a  skirmish  at  a  respectable  dis- 
tance, keeping  all  my  command  out  of  sight  of 
the  enemy,  except  two  regiments  and  one  sec- 
tion of  artillery,  until  Colonel  Morrison  could 
get  in  position.  As  soon  as  this  was  known,  I 
moved  rapidly  forward  and  opened  upon  the 
enemy  with  my  artillery,  and  charged  them 
with  cavalry,  held  in  readiness  for  that  purpose, 
completely  routing  the  enemy  and  scattering 
them  through  the  woods  in  every  direction, 
capturing  in  all  six  pieces  of  artillery,  all  their 
wagons,  ambulances,  stores,  &c,  and  a  large 
number  of  horses,  equipments,  &c,  five  hun- 
dred and  six  prisoners. 

In  this  engagement  I  only  claim  for  my  bri- 
gade that  they  did  their  part  most  admirably, 
and  are  entitled  to  the  reputation  they  had  pre- 
viously so  richly  merited ;  and  I  fully  accord  to 
Colonel  Morrison's  brigade  an  equal  share  of  all 
the  glories  won,  for  the  gallant  part  acted  by 
them  in  the  engagements.  Without  their  co-op- 
eration, so  brilliant  a  success  would  have  proven 
a  failure,  as  the  enemy  were  but  a  few  miles 
from  a  large  infantry  force  to  support  them. 

My  loss  was  one  man  killed  and  three  cap- 
tured.  A  few  horses  were  wounded. 

Brigadier-General  Vaughn  had  kindly  volun- 
teered his  services,  which  were  invaluable  to 
me,  and  his  gallantry  and  daring  charge  upon 
the  enemy  has  endeared  him  to  my  brigade,  and 
caused  them  all  to  regard  him  as  one  of  the 
bravest  of  the  brave. 

In  the  engagement  of  the  twenty-third  my 
loss  was  five  wounded ;  the  loss  of  the  enemy 
not  known.  In  the  engagement  of  yesterday, 
my  loss  was  three  wounded  and  five  missing. 
Two  horses  were  wounded.  The  enemy  left 
some  twelve  or  fifteen  dead  and  wounded  upon 
the  field,  and  are  known  to  have  had  three  com- 
missioned officers  and. several  privates  killed 
and  a  number  wounded. 

The  conduct  of  the  men  and  officers,  both 
cavalry  and  artillery,  was  very  fine  during  all 
the  engagements. 

I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
G.  G.  Dibrell, 


Doc.  50. 

THE  BATTLE  OF  HASASSiS. 
GENERAL  BEAUREGARD'S  ORDER  BEPQRZTEEi 
HBADQGAKm  Anr  or  m  Tm 

Special  Order,  2fo.  — * 

The  following  order  is  published  fort 
formation  of  division  and  brigade  coma 

First — Brigadier-General  Eweflabrip 
march  via  Union  Mills  Ford,  and  phonic 

Eosition  of  attack  upon  the  enemy.  It  i 
eld  in  readiness  either  to  support  the 
upon  Centrcville,  or  to  move  in  the  dire 
Sangsters  Cross-roads,  according  to 
stances. 

The  order  to  advance  will  be  gives 
Commander-in-Chief. 

Second.  —  Brigadier-General  Jones 
supported  by  Colonel  Early  s  taiga 
march  via  McLean's  Ford,  to  place  it* 
sition  of  attack  on  the  enemy,  on  or : 
Union  Mills  and  Ccntreville  roads.  It  vi 
in  readiness  either  to  support  the  : 
Centreville  or  to  move  in  toe  directs 
fax  Station,  according  to  circumstar 
its  right  flank  towards  the  left  of  Ei 
mand,  more  or  Icbs  distant,  according 
tore  of  the  country  and  attack. 

The  order  to  advance  will  be  gfc 
Commander-in-Chief. 

Third — Brigadi er-General  Longs 
gade,  supported  by  Brigadier-Genen 
brigade,  will  march  via  McLean's  Fo 
itself  in  position  of  attack  upon  thi 
or  about  the  Union  Mill  ana  Ct?n& 
It  will  be  held  in  readiness  either  to 
attack  on  Centreville  or  to  move  in  t 
of  Fairfax  Court  House,  according 
Btances,  with  its  right  flank  towardi 
Jones'  command,  more  or  less  distan 
to  the  nature  of  the  country. 

The  order  to  advance  will  beg 
Commander-in-Chief. 

Fourth. — Brigadier-General  Bonha 
supported  by  Colonel  Barton  a  b 
march  via  Mitchell's  Ford,  to  the  at 
treville,  the  right  wing  to  the  left  o 
division,  more  or  less  distant,  accoi 
nature  of  the  country  and  of  the  at 

The  order  to  advance  will  be  g 
Commander-in-Chief. 

Fifth. — Colonel  Cocke's  brigade,  s 
Colonel  Elsev's  brigade,  will  marc 
Bridge  and  the  fords  on  the  right  tb 
attack  of  Centreville ;  the  right  win 
of  the  Fourth  division,  more  or  lesi 
cording  to  the  nature  of  the  countn 
attack. 

The  order  to  advance  will  be  gi 
Commander-in-Chief. 
Sixth. — Brigadier-General  Bee's  bi 

Sorted  by  Colonel  Wilcox's  brigs* 
tuart's  regiment  of  cavalry,  and  tk 
•v Vfrltanla  battery,  will  form  the  reser 
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hell's  Ford,  to  be  used  according 

c  light  batteries  will  be  distrib- 

1 E well's  command,  Captain  Walk- 

iier-Gencral  Jones,  Captains  Al- 
.dard's  batteries,  eight  pieces. 
lier-Gencral  Longstreet,  Colonel 
i  Captain  Imbodcn's  batteries, 

dicr-Gcneral  Bonham,  Captains 
fhields'  batteries,  eight  pieces. 
.  Cocke,  Colonel  Hunton's,  Cap- 
and  Beckham's  batteries,  twelve 

>nel  Radford,  commanding  cav- 
.,  to  report  immediately,  as  fol- 

-General  Ewell,  two  companies 

-General  Jones,  two  companies 

General  Longstreet,  two  compa- 

onham,  three  companies  cavalry. 
>ckc,  the  remaining  companies  of 
those  on  special  service. 
Fourth  and  Fifth  divisions,  after 
cville,  will  advance  to  the  attack 
t  House,  via  the  Braddock  and 
,  to  the  north  of  the  latter, 
jcond,  and  Third  divisions  will, 
ppurt  the  Fourth  and  Fifth  di- 

lis  movement  the  First,  Second, 
ions  will  form  the  command  of 
i ;  the  Fourth  and  Fifth  divisions 
md  in  command.  The  reserve 
the  plains  between  Mitchells 
Bridge,  and,  together  with  the 
th  divisions,  will  be  under  the 
•tion  of  General  Beauregard, 
of  General  Beauregard. 

Thomas  Jordan, 

A.  A.  GcucraL 


Doc.  51. 

OF   POCOTAUGO  AM)  . 
YE31ASSEE. 

IGAPIER^ENT'SUL  W.  9.  WALKER.* 

cms  TniRD  Mjutabt  Dfirnocr.  8.  C,l 
Poottauoo,  November  4, 1862.  J 

ral  Thomas  Jordan,  Chief  of 
A.  G,: 

±o  honor  to  report,  that  about 
the  m on  ling  of  the  twenty-sec- 
1  was  informed  by  my  pickets 
wore  landing  in  force  at  Mac- 
wn  twelve  gunboats  and  trans- 
lotified,  at  the  same  time,  that 

.  Record,  vol.  0,  page  40,  Document*. 


they  were  ascending  the  Coosa whatchie  River 
with  four  transports. 

The  command  was  immediately  ordered  under 
arms,  to  march  to  Old  Pocotaligo.  I  moved  in 
advance  to  the  telegraph  office ;  and  made  the 
following  disposition  of  my  forces  :  The  Lafay- 
ette artillery,  four  pieces,  under  Lieutenant  Le- 
Bleur,  and  a  section  of  the  Beaufort  volunteer 
artillery,  under  Lieutenant  N.  M.  Stuart,  were 
ordered  to  Coosawhatchie,  a  town  two  miles  dis- 
tant from  my  headquarters  in  McFhersonville, 
and  five  from  Old  Pocotaligo.  Captain  Wyman's 
company,  stationed  near  Coosawhatchie,  and  five 
other  companies  of  the  Eleventh  regiment  of 
infantry,  from  Hardeeville,  were  ordered  to  sup- 
port this  artillery.  Colonel  Colcocke's  command 
of  five  companies  of  cavalry,  and  two  compa- 
nies of  sharpshooters,  had  been  recently  notified 
to  expect  an  attack  at  Coosawhatchie,  and  in 
that  event  were  instructed  to  move  to  its  sup- 
port Major  Jefford's  command,  of  three  com- 
panies of  cavalrv,  were  ordered  from  Green 
Pond  to  the  Saltkehatchie  Bridge.  With  the 
blessings  of  a  good  Providence,  these  combina- 
tions of  ray  forces,  scattered  over  an  extent  of 
sixty  miles,  wore  effected  in  time  to  foil  the 
enemy. 

1  also  telegraphed  to  General  Beauregard  \a 
headquarters  to  Brigadier-General  Ha<rood,  com- 
manding Second  Military  District,  and  to  Briga- 
dier-General Mercer,  at  Savannah,  for  reinforce- 
ments, requesting  those  from  Charleston  to  din- 
embark  at  Pocotaligo,  and  those  from  Savannah 
at  Coosawhatchie.  Captain  W.  L.  Trenholm, 
who  was  in  command  of  the  outposts,  consist- 
ing of  two  companies — his  Rutledgo  mounted 
riflemen  and  Captain  Kirk's  partisan  rangers — 
was  ordered  to  withdraw  the  main  body  of  the 
pickets,  only  leaving  a  few  important  posts 
guarded. 

The  force  with  which  I  first  engaged  the 
enemy  consisted  of  two  sections  of  the  Beau- 
fort volunteer  artillery  and  the  Nelson  light 
artillery,  eight  pieces,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Stephen  Elliott;  the  Charleston  light 
dragoons,  Captain  B.  W.  Rutledge;  First  bat- 
talion cavalry,  Major  Morgan;  Captain  D.  B. 
Heyward's  company  of  cavalry ;  Captain  Kirk's 
partisan  rangers ;  Captain  Allston's  company  of 
sharpshooters;  Captain  Izard's  Company  I,  of 
the  Eleventh  regiment  of  infantry,  Lieutenant 
W.  L.  Campbell  commanding;  number  in  all 
four  hundred  and  seventy-five  (475). 

As  one-fourth  of  the  oavahy  were  horse-hold- 
ers, the  force  actually  engaged  was  reduced  to 
four  hundred  and  five  (405)  men. 

The  force  of  the  enemy  was  represented  by 
prisoners,  and  confirmed  by  the  statement  of 
negroes  who  had  crossed  Port  Royal  Ferry  to 
the  main  land  on  that  day  and  been  captured,  to 
be  seven  regiments,  one  of  which  I  judge  went 
to  Coosawhatchie. 

I  sent  in  advance  a  section  of  the  Beaufort 
volunteer  artillery,  supported  by  Captain  Alls- 
ton's  sharpshooters  ana  two  companies  of  cav- 
alry under  Major  Morgan  to  skirmish  with  the 
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enemy,  while  I  took  position  on  the  Mackey's 
Point  road,  near  Dr.  Hutson's  residence,  at  a 
salt  marsh  skirted  by  woods  on  both  sides  and 
crossed  by  a  causeway.  After  a  short  encoun- 
ter with  the  enemy,  in  which  Major  Morgan, 
while  at  the  head  of  his  command,  was  severely 
wounded  in  the  ankle,  my  advance  force  retired 
in  good  order  to  the  main  position.  The  Beau- 
fort artillery  was  posted  in  and  near  the  road 
commanding  the  causeway,  and  the  Nelson  artil- 
lery in  an  open  fiold  in  the  rear  of  the  line  of 
skirmishers  and  screened  from  the  enemy  by 
the  trees  in  front  A  dropping  fire  of  infantry 
first  commenced,  which  was  soon  swelled  by 
their  artillery.  Owing  to  the  close  proximity  of 
the  trees  fringing  the  other  side  of  the  swamp, 
I  found  that  my  artiUorv  were  suffering  severely 
in  men  and  horses,  ana,  accordingly,  after  hold- 
ing my  ground  for  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  I 
determined  to  withdraw  to  a  second  position 
two  miles  and  a  half  in  rear.  This  was  done  in 
good  order,  Captain  Allston's  sharpshooters  and 
part  of  Company  1,  Eleventh  infantry,  covering 
our  retreat  and  behaving  for  the  most  part  with 
great  spirit  At  the  head  of  the  road  I  was 
joined  by  Captain  Trenholm  with  the  larger  por- 
tion of  his  company  and  Captain  Kirk's.  I 
assigned  the  command  of  the  cavalry  to  him, 
and  ordered  my  whole  force  to  move  back 
across  Pocotaligo  Bridge  and  take  up  a  position 
among  the  houses  and  scattered  trees  of  the 
hamlet 

The  artillery  was  placed  in  position  to  com- 
mand the  bridge  and  causeway — the  Charleston 
ligjhj  dragoons  being  held  m  reserve.  The 
bridge  was  ordered  to  be  torn  up ;  and  this 
was  scarcely  done  when  the  enemy  appeared 
in  sight  and  commenced  a  continuous  ana  rapid 
fire  of  musketry  and  rilled  guns.  Lieutenant 
Massie,  of  the  Nelson  artillery,  could  bring  only 
one  piece  of  his  battery  into  action,  owing  to 
the  original  smallness  of  his  company,  now 
greatly  reduced  by  deaths  and  wounds. 

Two  pieces  of  the  Beaufort  artillery  were  si- 
lenced by  the  disabling  of  the  gunners ;  the  re- 
maining two  kept  up  a  fire  to  the  close  of  the 
fight  The  enemy's  artillery  was  entirely  si- 
lenced and  withdrawn  early  in  the  action.  One 
piece  of  the  Beaufort  Artillery  was  most  judi- 
ciously withdrawn  during  the  battle  and  posted 
throe  hundred  yards  on  my  right  under  Ser- 
geant-Major Fuller.  It  was  retired  by  a  cross- 
road unseen  by  the  enemy,  and  had  all  the 
effect  of  a  reinforcemont  from  its  new  and  un- 
expected position.  .  It  fired  spherical  case,  and 
the  practice  was  excellent 

At  the  crisis  of  the  fight  I  ordered  up  the 
Charleston  Light  Dragoons.  That  gallant  corps 
came  forward  with  an  inspiriting  shout  and 
took  position  on  my  left,  which  wanted  strength- 
ening. 

I  had  been  notified  by  telegraph  that  rein- 
forcements were  on  the  way  from  Charleston 
and  Savannah  and  Adams'  Run.  The  Nelson 
battalion  of  two  hundred  men,  Captain  Slight 


arrived  in  time  for  the  fight,  about  an  V*or« 
a  half  before  its  close. 

As  soon  as  this  corps  made  its  tppnm 
near  the  field,  I  ordered  one-half  to  a  nisi 
commanding  a  causeway  some  six  uoM 
yards  on  my  right,  to  protect  mv flank;  alb 
remainder  was  deployed  to  tbe'front  to  rim 
my  exhausted  men.  The  arrival  of  this  hsl 
ion  gave  mc  assurance  of  victory;  I  fab  ft 
fectly  certain  of  success. 

The  two  companies  sent  to  my  rigttafc 
Captain  Brooks  were  well  bandied ;  one  wait 
ployed  as  skirmishers  and  subjected  to  in* 
tering  fire.  Their  appearance  threatened  k 
enemy's  flank,  and  no  doubt  hastened  ks» 
treat 

The  oneiny  continued  their  fire  ntfJ  ■ 
o'clock  p.  m.,  when  it  slackened  acd  awd  I 
then  sent  a  squad  of  six  men  of  the  Sriaj 
Mounted  Riflemen  over  the  bridge  to  sons 
the  position  of  the  enemy.  The  brid^A 
so  damaged  a  condition  mat  it  was  *w  at 
before  the  infantry  could  cross. 

The  cavalry  were  obliged  to  make  i  cent 
of  five  miles  to  reach  the  head  of  tbeiwi^ 
which  the  enemy  had  retreated.  Thiseifc 
them  to  retire  unmolested.  As  sooa  u  * 
cavalry  arrived,  I  sent  two  companies  Rflfcfc 
Mounted  Riflemen,  Lieutenant  L  I.  Walter* 
manding,  and  Captain  Kirk's  Partisan  b«S 
to  follow  up  the  retreat  Iwasrehtf** 
send  a  larger  force,  as  I  did  not  know  Aswst 
of  the  contest  at  Coosawhatchie.  and  fiw* 
telegraph  wire  being  cut,  was  fearfnlitwfr 
astrous  to  our  arms.   A  locomotive  «t 
snatched  from  Pocotaligo  Station  by  «ff  As. 
Mr.  R.  M.  Fuller,  and  two  couriers  by  bjw* 
that  point  to  reconnoitre,  while  I  hHdnjto 
at  the  junction  of  the  Mackey's  Point 
sawhatchie  roads,  ready  to  operate  eita«r 
The  cavalry  had  proceeded  but  twoinA** 
miles  in  pursuit  when  they  were  stoppd  V* 
bridge  completely  torn  up  and  destroydtyk 
enemy  in  their  flight   This  eoulditfts* 
paired  until  morning.    There  were  aboii 
evidences  that  the  retreat  of  the  ewa]  ' 
precipitate  and  disordered.   One  hundred  I 
arms  were  picked  up  and  a  considerable*) 
of  8 tores  and  ammunition.  The  road  was*1 
with  the  debris  of  the  beaten  foe.  Fort* 
the  enemy's  dead  were  found  on  the  baft) 
and  roadside.    Seven  fresh  graves  wez 
covered  at  Mackey's  Point  I  estimated 
total  killed  and  wounded  at  three  hundre 
The  fight,  from  the  first  fire  of  our  adn 
the  final  retreat  of  the  enemy,  lasted  frw 
past  eleven  o'clock  a.  h.  to  six  o'clock  r.  a 
have  ample  reason  to  believe  that  on 
force  not  only  fought  against  great  o& 
against  fresh  troops  brought  up  to  repho 
first  encaged.  The  entire  command  hsi 
earnestly  warned  in  orders  not  to  wart 
fire.  This  caution  was  urged  upon  mem 
the  action  by  the  commanding  officer,  h 
and  the  company  officers.   I  am  satisfiec 
commanding,  was  the  on\y  tqVx£qt^tc&\i\.        ^\e^        observation,  they  fired  with  a 
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tit ;  and  ret  some  of  our  men  expended 
rounds  of  cartridges  in  the  battle.  The 
icinity  of  the  ordnance  train  under  its 
ic  chief,  Captain  W.  W.  Elliott,  enabled 
:eep  up  the  supply. 

;  to  express  my  admiration  of  the  re- 
e  courage  and  tenacity  with  which  the 
held  their  ground.  The  announcement 
determination  to  maintain  my  position 
inforcements  arrived  seemed  to  fix  them 
.pot  with  unconquerable  resolution, 
•amd  and  continuous  volleys  of  the  ene- 
uaketry  were  only  intermitted  while  fresh 
were  brought  up  and  while  those  en- 
•e  tired. 

Beaufort  volunteer  artillery  fought  with 
ourage,  and  their  pieces  were  admirably 
Captain  Stephen  Elliott,  whose  name 
tified  with  the  history  of  the  dcfenoe  of 
ast  by  many  a  daring  exploit,  behaved 
is  accustomed  coolness,  skill,  and  deter- 
n. 

kin  Trenholm,  in  command  of  the  cavalry, 
xhibited  high  qualities  as  a  soldier  on 
te  ground  where  ho  had  won  his  first 


in  Edwards,  Company  "  B,"  First  battal- 
aJry,  showed  good  conduct  in  the  com- 

his  company, 
inant  Walker,  commanding  the  Rutledge 
i  Riflemen,  displayed  judgment  and  dar- 
is  company  were  as  steady  as  veterans, 
ieir  rifles  with  great  precision  and  effect 
i  the  battle  was  hottest  I  ordered  Lieu- 
talker  to  take  a  squad  of  his  men  and 
he  Beaufort  artillery  to  remove  one  of 
eces  further  to  the  rear.  This  was  most 
y  done  under  a  severe  fire. 
«nant  Massie,  of  the  Nelson  Light  Artil- 
is  active  and  energetic  in  the  service  of 
s. 

dn  Rutledge,  of  the  Charleston  Light 
is,  was  cool  and  collected  in  both  fights, 
llant  corps  was  held  in  reserve,  and 
hey  took  up  their  position,  came  with  a 
spiriting  cheer,  which  the  men  engaged 
d,  thus  giving  the  impression  to  the 
of  decided  reinforcements, 
government  is  greatly  indebtajl  to  Cap- 
igh  and  his  brave  battalion  for  their 
ud.   Captain  Sligh  behaved  with  marked 

8  and  courage.   Captain*    and 

lantf    who  came  immediately 

my  notice,  showed  zeal  and  bravery.  I 
rain  to  commend  the  conduct  of  Lieu- 
*.  M.  Skinner,  acting  adjutant  of  the  First 
Dn  cavalry.  He  was  among  the  foremost 
field  until  disabled  by  a  severe  wound  in 
u 

>sed  is  Colonel  Colcocke's  report  of  the  en- 
lit  at  Coosawhatchie ;  it  will  be  seen  that 
iniand  behaved  with  spirit  and  success. 

imn  of  theee  officers,  though  repeatedly  roquoeted, 
yet  been  learned. 

ommandiag  officer  of  the  battalion  has  •received  in- 
i  to  forward  them  to  department  headqaartera. 


The  most  important  point  to  defend  was  the 
raiload  bridge  over  the  Coosawhatchie  river. 
From  this  the  enemy  were  very  quickly  driven 
by  our  artillery  fire,  out  they  succeeded  in  pene- 
trating to  a  point  on  the  railroad  west  of  the 
bridge,  before  the  cavalry  arrived ;  one  or  two 
rails  only  being  torn  up  and  the  telegraph  wire 
out,  the  damage  was  repaired  in  a  few  minutes. 
After  the  enemy  had  retired  to  their  gunboats, 
the  cavalry  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Johnson, 
fired  with  effect  upon  their  crowded  decks. 

To  the  following  gentlemen,  acting  as  my  per- 
sonal staff,  I  desire  to  express  my  thanks  for 
their  zeal,  gallantry,  and  intelligent  discharge  of 
duty :  Captain  Hartstene,  C.  S.  N.,  Naval  Aid, 
Captain  W.  W.  Elliott,  Ordnance  Officer,  Captain 
George  P.  Elliott,  Captain  John  H.  Screven,  Cor- 
poral D.  Walker,  and  privates  Tripp  and  Martin, 
of  the  Rutledge  Mounted  Riflemen,  and  private 
E.  B.  Bell,  of  the  Seventeenth  Battalion,  8.  C.  V. 
Privates  F.  F.  Davant  and  Ion  Simmons,  of  the 
Charleston  Light  Dragoons,  had  their  horses 
shot,  and  afterwards  fought  with  their  company 
on  foot 

My  Aid,  Mr.  R.  M.  Fuller,  rendered  valuable 
service  by  the  intelligent  discharge  of  his  duty 
at  the  telegraph  office.  The  Messrs.  Cuthbert, 
father  and  son,  gave  me  useful  assistance.  Pri- 
vates Tripp  ana  Bell  were  seriously,  and  pri- 
vate Martin  slightly  wounded.  Captain  Hart- 
stene's  horse  was  wounded,  and  Captain  Walk- 
er's killed. 

The  judgment,  coolness,  and  gallantry  dis- 
played by  Captain  Hartstene,  were  as  conspicu- 
ous on  land  as  he  has  hitherto  shown  on  sea. 
I  must  express  my  indebtedness  to  Mr.  Buck- 
halter  of  the  Charleston  and  Savannah  Railroad, 
for  valuable  services,  and  for  the  resolution  and 
courage  with  which  he  urged  a  train  filled  with 
troops,  after  the  engineer  had  been  killed, 
through  an  ambuscade  of  the  enemy  to  Coosa- 
whatchie. 

When  the  engagement  was  over,  ample  rein- 
forcements arrived  from  Savannah  and  Charles- 
ton. The  enemy's  gunboats  remained  in  a  com- 
manding position  off  Mackay's  Point  on  the 
twenty-third,  covering  their  embarkation.  My 
force  could  not  be  moved  nearer  than  two 
miles  without  being  exposed  to  a  destructive 
fire.  A  detachment  of  cavalry  under  Captain 
Trenholm  closely  watched  their  operations,  oc- 
casionally saluted  by  their  shells. 

On  the  night  of  the  twenty-third,  Sergeant 
Robinsons  of  the  Rutledge  Mounted  Riflemen, 
made  a  reconnoissance  up  to  the  extreme  point, 
and  discovered  that  the  enemy  had  abandoned 
the  main  land.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the 
twenty-fourth,  their  gunboats  disappeared.  I 
enclose  a  list  of  the  casualties,  and  a  sketch  of 
the  positions  at  which  the  different  conflicts  took 
place. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 
W.  a  Walker. 
Brigadier-General,  commanding. 
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List  of  Casualties  in  (7ie  Battle  of  Pocotaligo, 
October  23, 1862. 


Company  I,  Eleventh  Inftatry . . 
CkpUln  Albion's  Sharpshooters 

Nelson's  Battalion  

Beaofbrt  Volunteer  Artillery  . . , 

Nelson  light  Artillery  

Company  A, First  Battalion  Cavalry 

it  c'  "  "  " 
ii      jf   «        ii  n 

Rntledge  Mounted  Riflemen. . . . 

Charleston  Light  Dragoons  

Partisan  Rangers  

Marlon  Men  of  Combaheo  


Aggregate., 


15 


I 


8 
7 

IT 
18 
14 
1 
8 
1 
% 
% 
8 
12 
.6 


One  lieutenant  and  two  men  were  captured 
while  on  picket,  belonging  to  Company  C,  First 
Battalion  of  Cavalry. 

RECAPITULATION. 

Company  I.  Eleventh  Infantry — killed,  wound- 
ed and  missing ;  all  enlisted  men. 

Captain  Allston's  sharpshooters. — Wounded, 
Captain  Allston,  Second  Lieutenant  M.  Stuart, 
Third  Lieutenant  B.  P.  Carter,  sliehtly ;  killed, 
one  enlisted  man  ;  three  wounded ;  two  miss- 


"lie 


kelson's  Battalion. — All  enlisted  men. 
Beaufort  Volunteer  Artillery.    All  enlisted 
men. 

Nelson  Light  Artillery.— Wounded,  Lieuten- 
ant Massie,  severely ;  enlisted  men,  four  killed, 
thirteen  wounded. 

First  Battalion  cavalry. — Wounded,  Major 
Morgan,  severely;  Lieutenant  R.  M.  Skinner, 
acting  Adjutant,  severely.  Company  A,  one  en- 
listed man  wounded.  Company  B,  one  enlisted 
man  killed ;  wounded,  Lieutenant  P.  D.  Rush, 
slightly ;  and  eight  enlisted  men.  Company  C, 
enlisted  men;  one  wounded  and  one  missing. 
Company  D,  enlisted  men ;  one  killed  and  two 
wounded. 

Charleston  Light  Dragoons. — Enlisted  men; 
eight  wounded. 

Rutledge  Mounted  Riflemen. — Enlisted  men ; 
two  wounded. 

Partisan  Rangers. — Second  Lieutenant  W.  T. 
Specs  killed ;  wounded,  Third  Lieutenant  P.  E. 
Terry,  severely ;  one  enlisted  man. 

Marion  men  of  Combahee. — Wounded,  six  en- 
listed men,  and  one  missing. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  C.  J.  COL00CKE. 

Headquarters  Third  Rudgbt  Cavalbt,  8.  C.  V.,) 
Grahaxviui,  November  4,  1802.  ) 

Lieutenant  Ed.  H.  BarnweU,  A.  A.  A.  General: 
Sir  :  A  little  after  nine  o'clock  on  the  morning 
of  the  twenty-second  of  October,  it  was  reported 


to  me  unofficially  that  about  daylight  0 
ing  the  Abolition  fleet,  consisting  i 
steamers,  with  numerous  barges  ana: 
proceeded  up  Broad  River. 

Prostrated  by  a  protracted  spell  of  ft 
which  I  had  just  began  to  convalocv 
weak  to  take  the  field,  but  resumed 
mand  of  my  post.  I  ordered  Lieutenai 
Johnson  to  take  command  of  the  email 
my  disposal,  which  consisted,  as  you  a 
of  five  companies  of  cavalry  and  two  c 
of  sharpshooters,  of  Major  Abney  a 
who  was  in  command,  and  to  proceed 
least  possible  delay  towards  Cuosawh 
which  point  I  was  informed  that  a  p 
the  enemy's  fleet  were  advancing.  On 
at  Bee's  Creek,  still  four  miles  from  C< 
chie,  Colonel  Johnson  was  informed  tb 
tion  of  the  Abolition  forces  were  b 
Seabrook's  Island,  in  his  rear,  a  point  i 
an  attack  upon  this  place.  To  meet  tfc 
to  divide  his  command,  and  put  three  c 
in  the  vicinity  of  Boe's  Creek  UilL  Tl 
mation  was  subsequently  asetrtaiiie' 
incorrect,  but  too  Lite  to  make  use 
forces  in  the  defence  of  Cooaawhatchie 
Proceeding  with  three  companies  r. 
towards  that  point,  upon  arriving  wi 
miles  of  it  he  ascertained  tliat  the  e: 
already  landed  from  a  gunboat  and  to: 
a  little  below  the  Ocean  Landing, 
advancing  his  column  towards  the  dir 
Bee's  Creek  HilL  He  immediately  <bi 
his  men,  and  formed  them  as  skinn 
meet  the  expected  attack.  This  m 
however,  was  only  a  feint,  as  thev  t-u 
faced "  and  advanced  towards  Owm* 
The  ground  being  unfavorable  for  a  cfc 
effect  of  which  would  have  necessar 
attended  with  severe  loss  to  the  cavit. 
rjrospoct  of  liftle  injury  to  the  enemy. 
Johnson  very  judiciously  made  a  del  vi 
left,  hoping  to  cut  them  off  before  thev 
Coosawhatchie. 

About  this  time  the  train,  with  a  r 
Colonel  Ellis'  regiment  and  Captain  la 
company,  of  Major  Abneys battalion.*1 
been  taicn  up  within  a  short  distance  [' 
whatchie,  as  they  were  marching  tl' 
railroad  track  towards  that  point,  r* 
The  enemy  hearing  their  approach  fur* 
tance  (the  two  roads  here  running ^p* 
very  close  to  each  other),  ttiiled  » 
of  the  opportunity  to  ambuscade «» 
the  train.  . 

The  particulars  of  this  disastrow» 
not  refer  to,  as  I  suppose  a  full  report1 
circumstances  will  be  made  up  by  tw 
command  of  that  detachment,  who « 
the  late  unfortunate  Major  Harri**. 
that  on  arriving  near  Coosawhatctov 
divided  into  two  detachments,  one 
ambuscaded  thet  rain  as  above  refefl 
the  other  advanced  to  the  river,  for  j| 
of  destroying  the  railroad  and  turwi 
With  timely  forethought,  you  bad 
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early  hour  that  morning,  for 
te  Lafayette  artillery,  Lieuten- 
aanding,  and  a  section  of  Cap- 
ery,  Lieutenant  Stuart  com- 
lpported  by  Captain  Wyman's 
y,  most  gallantly  repulsed  the 
ick  on  the  bridges,  and  drove 

towards  their  other  detach- 
ed the  range  of  our  artillery, 
cutting  the  telegraph  wire  and 
)  of  rails  on  the  track.  About 
ry,  which  had  to  make  a  con- 
fer very  unfavorable  ground, 
ace,  and  the  enemy  beat  a 

cavalry  pursuing.  Unfortu- 
bad  taken  the  precaution,  in 
•oyiog  all  the  bridges,  which 
rogress  of  the  cavalry  as  to 
ng  off  their  retreat  to  their 
ges.  Disappointed  in  this 
ison  dismounted  his  men,  and, 
a  skirmishers,  advanced  to 
mndred  and  thirty  yards  of 
re,  under  the  protection  of  a 
ired  three  volleys  from  their 
-dec!  decks  and  barges  of  the 
lflt  have  done  considerable 
companies  composing  this 
ed  of  Captains  J.  H.  Howard's, 
•  the  immediate  command  of 
i,  and  Captain  George  C.  Hey- 
lg  from  their  surprise,  the 
rrific  fire  of  grape,  shell,  and 
b  they  were  assisted  by  two 

stationed  a  half  mile  lower 
ider  whose  enfilading  fire  our 
fall  back.    In  this  affair  I  re- 

we  lost  private  Thomas  B. 


Fripp,  of  Captain  Heyward's  company,  who  fell 
mortally  wounded,  shot  in  three  places — as  gal- 
lant a  soldier  and  true-hearted  gentleman  as  ever 
fell  a  martyr  in  defending  the  cause  of  liberty. 
First-Lieutenant  T.  G.  Buckner,  of  Captain  Hey- 
ward's company,  was  also  severely,  but  I  hope 
not  mortally,  wounded  in  the  abdomen,  and  Cor- 
poral Thomas  Farr,  of  the  same  company, 
received  a  flesh  wound  in  the  thigh,  from  which, 
I  am  happy  to  say,  he  is  rapidly  recovering. 
That  the  casualties  were  not  greater,  I  can  only 
attribute  to  the  interposition  of  a  merciful 
Providence,  who  protects  those  fighting  in  a 

S'^hteous  cause.  For  casualties  occurring  in 
ajor  Abney's  command,  I  refer  you  to  that 
officer's  report,  which  you  will  find  herewith 
enclosed. 

Two  hours  after  this  train  passed  Grahamville 
another  train  arrived  from  Savannah  with  the 

Thirty-second  and    Georgia  regiments, 

under  the  command  of  the  gallant  Colonel  Har- 
rison. Unfortunately,  they  arrived  at  Coosa- 
whatchie  after  the  enemy  had  retired,  and  thus 
were  denied  the  pleasure  which  they  seemed 
earnestly  to  desire,  of  having  a  brush  with  the 
Abolitionists. 

The  enemy's  boats  retired  immediately  after 
the  skirmish,  leaving  in  their  hasty  retreat  one 
of  their  splendid  barges,  capable  of  transporting 
seventy  or  eighty  men. 

The  next  morning  not  a  sign  of  the  Abolition 
fleet  was  to  be  seen  in  the  upper  waters  of 
Broad  River. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
C.  J.  Coloocex, 
Colonel,  commanding. 


Hkadquabtebs  Dkpartxkst  ov  South  Casoixsx.  Georgia,  asd  Florida,  ) 
Charucsxox,  8.  C,  December  12, 18G3.  J 

allies  in  the  command  of  Briaadier-Oeneral  TP.  8.  Walker  in  the  affair  with  the 
ilionists  at  Pocotaligo  and  Yema&see,  October  twenty-second,  1862. 


Raxk. 


Private  

« 

«( 

1st  Lieutenant 
2d  Lieutenant 

Sergeant  

«( 

Private ..!!!! 

u 
<« 
« 

it   ( 

IC   ' 

« 
(i 

Corporal  

Private  

Corporal  

Private  


Compact. 


Nelson  Va.  Battery., 


Co.  C,  7th  Bat.  a  C  V. 

M  «  if  it  It  ( 

U  p  («  It  ti 

tl  4 1  tt  (I  «  ( 

it  <t  «t  It  C( 

it  y   **    **      ((  I, 


Killed. 

14 
U 

u 

Wounded  slightly 
"  severely 


Killtd,  WouHDin,  axd  llmoro. 


■lightly. . 
severely. 


■lightly. 


Killed. 

Wounded,  since  died. 
Killed. 

it 

Wounded,  sinoe  died. 


40 
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Report  of  Casualties— {  Continued). 


RAMS. 

COMPAHT. 
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Report  of  Casualties — (  Continued). 


Rajtk. 
.  Private  

u 
<< 

.  Sergeant  

.  Corporal  

it 

Private  


Compact. 


Oo.  B,  1st  Bat.  8.C.  8.8... 
it  (i  ii    «  tc 
i<  *<   i<    «  n 

Beaufort  Ligbt  Artillery.' 


Wounded. 
Missing. 

u 

Wounded  slightly. 
44  severe! 


KniJ),  WOUKDKD,  AMD  MfSBOfG. 


since  died. 

severely. 

slightly. 


severely, 
slightly. 


Total  casualties  :  Killed,  14  ;  wounded,  102  ;  missing,  9. 


Doc.  52. 
TO  HARTS VILLE,  TENN. 

JENTRAL  BRAXTON  BRAGG  • 


tarters  Army  of  Texxbbske, 
)Ro,  Texxesctk,  December  22, 1802. 


%  Adjutant  and  Inspector-Gen- 
id,  Virginia: 

een  informed  by  acting  Briga- 
a  H.  Morgan,  whose  cavalry 
my  front  in  the  direction  of 
ssee,  that  the  enemy's  force  at 
rnewhat  isolated,  I  yielded  to 
rganized  an  expedition  under 
ick.  On  the  fifth  instant  Han- 
Breckinridge's  division,  was 
n  the  road  towards  Hartsville, 
rd's  Mills,  a  point  nearly  due 
lie,  and  half  way  to  Hartsville, 
id  by  Morgan's  cavalry  force, 
le  Second  and  Ninth  Kentucky 
Db's  Kentucky  artillery,  moved 
rith  the  cavalry,  at  10  p.  m.  on 
ack  the  enemy  at  Hartsville. 
ling  of  the  same  day,  Hanson, 
er  of  his  brigade,  moved  as  di- 
>ad  towards  Nashville,  for  the 
connoissance  and  to  cause  a 

ne  that  the  troops  above  named 
lear  here,  Major-General  Cheat- 
igades,  moved  out  on  the  Nash- 
.  at  night  at  Lavergne,  fifteen 
next  day,  in  conjunction  with 
's  cavalry,  made  a  strong  dem- 
enemy's  front 

nts  had  the  desired  effect,  and 
cted  the  enemy's  attention  from 
attack.  Learning  that  a  forae- 
>nemy  was  on  his  right  flank, 
lied  Wheeler  with  a  cavalry 
it,  which  he  did  in  his  usual 

nrd,  Volume  6,  page  246,  Documents. 


dashing  and  successful  manner,  capturing  eleven 
wagons  and  fifty-seven  prisoners.  Under  cover 
of  these  feints,  Morgan,  by  an  extraordinary 
night  march,  reached  the  point  of  his  destination 
about  sunrise,  and  in  a  short,  but  warmly  con- 
tested engagement, killed,  wounded,  and  captured 
the  entire  command  of  more  than  two  thousand 
officers  and  men. 

I  enclose  herewith  the  reports  of  General 
Morgan  and  the  subordinate  commanders,  and 
take  great  pleasure  in  commending  the  forti- 
tude, endurance,  and  gallantry  of  all  engaged  in 
this  remarkable  expedition.  It  is  a  source^  of 
personal -and  official  gratification  to  perceive 
that  the  department  has  recognized  the  services 
of  the  gallant  and  meritorious  soldier  who  led 
the  expedition,  by  confirming  my  previous  nom- 
ination of  him  as  a  Brigadier-General. . 

Two  sets  of  infantry  colors  and  one  artillery 
guidon,  taken  at  Hartsville,  are  also  forwarded 
with  this  report  A  third  set  of  infantry  colors 
was  presented  by  its  captors  to  the  President, 
on  his  recent  visit  to  this  place. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
Braxton  Bragg, 
General,  commanding. 


REPORT  OF  GENERAL  JOHN  H.  MORGAN. 


} 


Morgan's  Headquarters,  Cross-roads  hear  Mui 
December  9, 1802. 

Colonel  Brent,  Chief  of  Staff: 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you,  for 
the  information  of  the  General  commanding,  a 
report  of  the  expedition  against  the  Federal 
forces  at  Hartsville. 

I  left  these  headquarters  at  10  a.  m.,  on  the 
sixth  instant,  with  one  thousand  four  hundred 
of  my  command  under  the  orders  of  Colonel 
Duke  ;  the  Second  and  Ninth  Kentucky  infantry, 
commanded  by  Colonel  Hunt;  Captain  Cobb's 
battery  of  artillery ;  two  small  howitzers,  and 
two  rifled  Ellsworth  guns,  belonging  to  my  own 
command. 

At  Lebanon  I  received  information  that  no 


1    |l  I  :■ 


Si 


troops  witn  great  difficulty,  tnere  being  but  one 
boat ;  and  about  half-past  five  on  the  morning 
of  the  seventh  I  arrived  at  Hague  Shops,  two 
miles  from  the  Federal  camp.  I  found  that  Col- 
onel Duke,  with  his  cavalry,  had  only  just 
marched  up,  having  crossed  the  ford  with  diffi- 
culty, and  that  one  regiment  of  his  command, 
five  hundred  strong  (Colonel  Gano's),  had  not 
vet  reported.  Major  Stoner's  battalion  had  been 
left  on  the  other  side  of  the  Cumberland,  with 
two  mountain  howitzers,  to  prevent  the  escape 
of  the  enemy  by  the  Lebanon  road,  and  Colonel 
Kenneth's  regiment  had  been  ordered  to  proceed 
to  Hartsville  to  picket  the  road  leading  to  Gal- 
latin, and  to  attack  any  of  the  Federals  they 
might  find  in  that  town,  to  take  possession  of 
the  Castilian  Springs,  Lafayette  and  Carthage 
roads,  so  as  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  enemy. 
This  reduced  my  force  considerably,  but  I  de- 
termined to  attack,  and  that  at  once ;  there  was 
no  time  to  be  lost ;  day  was  breaking,  and  the 
enemy  might  expect  strong  reinforcements  from 
Castilian  Springs,  should  my  arrival  be  known. 
Advancing,  therefore,  with  the  cavalry,  closely 
followed  Dv  the  artillery  and  infantry,  I  ap- 
proached the  enemy's  position.  The"  pickets 
were  found  and  shot  down.  The  Yankee  bivouac 
first  appeared  to  cover  a  long  line  of  ground, 
and  gave  mo  to  suppose  that  their  number  was 
much  greater  than  I  anticipated.  On  Hearing 
the  camp  the  alarm  was  sounded,  and  I  could 
distinctly  see  and  hear  the  officers  ordering 
their  men  to  fall  in,  preparing  for  resistance. 
Colonel  Duke  then  dismounted  Colonel  Clarke  s 
and  Colonel  Chenault's  regiments,  in  all  about 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  men,  drawing  them  up 
in  line  in  a  large  field  in  the  front,  and  a  little  to 
the  right  of  the  enemy's  line  which  was  then 
forming,  and  seeing  that  the  artillery  and  in- 
fantry were  in  position,  he  ordered  his  men  to 
advance  at  the  double-quick,  and  directed  Col- 


witn  tne  most  determined  bn 
them  by  voice  and  example. 

The  timely  arrival. of  Lieut 
man  and  Major  Steele,  and  tb 
which  they  showed  themsel 
had  a  very  decided  effect  ujx 
point  at  which  they  entered, 
dcr  Captain  Cobb,  did  most 
and  suffered  severely  from  th 
which  fired  with  great  precisi< 
of  his  caissons  and  inflicting 
that  arm. 

The  infantry  conducted  th< 
lantly;  the  Second  Kentacl 
severely. 

Colonel  Bennett  s  regiment, 
was  not  in  the  fight,  having  b 
service,  which  was  most  eflfo 
four  hundred  and  fifty  priso 
taken  by  them,  and  twelve  Fe 

Thus,  sir,  in  one  hour  and 
under  my  command,  consists 
cavalry  (Colonel  Gano's,  Color 
ments  and  Major  Stoner's  con 
pating  in  the  fight),  seven 
with  a  battery  of  artillery,  in : 
sand  three  hundred  strong,  < 
tured  three  well-disciplined 
regiments  of  infantry  with  a  n 
aud  took  two  rifled  cannon,  tl 
on  their  own  ground  and  in  i 
tion,  taking  about  eighteen  1 
eighteen  hundred  stand  of  a 
ammunition,  clothing,  quarter 
sixteen  wagons.  The  battl 
The  result  exceeded  my  owi 
still  I  felt  that  my  position  v 
one,  being  within  four  miles 
only  eight  by  the  main  Gallai 
my's  forces  of  at  least  eight 
sisting  of  infantry,  cavalry, 
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cantime  I  pressed  the  passage  of  the  ford 
»  utmost 

us  show  of  force  caused  a  delay  in  the  ad- 
►  of  the  enemy,  who  had  no  idea  of  the 
*er  of  my  men,  and  probably  greatly  over- 

my  strength,  and  gave  me  time  to  pass  the 
with  infantry,  artillery,  and  baggage  wagons, 
morses  of  my  cavalry  being  sent  back  from 
ther  side  of  the  Cumberland  River,  to  carry 

the  infantry  regiments,  it  was  time  to 
it  The  enemy  attacked  our  rear,  bnt  was 
at  bay  by  the  two  regiments  before  speci- 
ided  by  four  guns  I  bad  previously  ordered 
placed  in  position  on  the  south  side  of  the 
arland,  looking  forward  to  what  was  now 
'  place.   The  banks  of  the  river,  on  both 

we  precipitous,  and  the  stream  breast 
but  our  retreat  was  effected  in  excellent 
We  lost  not  a  man,  except  three  badly 
L«d,  that  I  was  reluctantly  forced  to  leave 
Cavalry,  infantry,  guns,  and  baggage 
safely  crossed,  with  the  exception  of  four 
is  which  had  been  sent  by  another  route, 

liich  are  still  safely  hidden  in  the  woods, 
lling  to  accounts  received  to-day. 
Justice  to  my  brave  command,  I  would 
zstfuUy  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  General 
ending,  the  names  of  those  officers  who 
w"buted,  by  their  undaunted  bravery  and 
tor-like  conduct,  to  the  brilliant  success 
*  crowned  the  efforts  of  the  Confederate 

Colonel  Hunt,  of  the  Ninth  Kentucky, 
Sanding  the  infantry,  I  am  deeply  indebted 
ds  valuable  assistance.  His  conduct,  and 
Df  his  brave  regiment,  was  perfect,  and  their 
Liness  under  fire  remarkable, 
to  Second  Kentucky  also  behaved  most  gal- 
y  and  suffered  severely — sixty-two  men 
d  and  wounded,  three  regimental  officers 
dead  on  the  field,  sufficiently  testified  to 
'  share  in  the  fight,  and  the  resistance  they 
to  encounter. 

lonel  Clarke's  regiment  paid  also  a  high 
i  for  its  devotion.  It  went  into  the  field 
hundred  and  thirty  strong,  had  six  officers, 
twentv-one  non-commissioned  officers  and 
ktes  killed  and  wounded,  besides  six  miss- 

Lonel  Duke,  commanding  the  cavalry,  was, 
»  always  has  been,  M  the  right  man  in  the 
place."   Wise  in  council,  gallant  in  the 
his  services  have  ever  been  invaluable 

5. 

rats  informed  by  my  Adjutant-General  that 
lei  Bennett,  in  the  execution  of  the  special 
ce  confided  to  him,  and  in  which  he  so  en- 
r  succeeded,  gave  proofs  of  great  gallantry 
contempt  of  danger. 

owe  much  to  my  personal  staff.  Major 
ellyn,  Captains  Charlton  Morgan  and  VVil- 
and  Lieutenant  Tyler,  acting  as  my  Aides- 
imp,  gave  proof  of  great  devotion,  being 
rwhere  in  the  hottest  fire,  and  Major 
ellyn  received  the  sword  of  Colonel  Stew- 
nd  the  surrender  of  his  regiment  Captain 
;an  and  Captain  Williams'  horses  were  killed 


under  them,  and  Lieutenant  Tyler  was  severely 
wounded.  My  Orderly  Sergeant,  Craven  Peyton, 
received  a  shot  in  his  hip,  and  had  his  horse 
killed  by  my  side. 

I  must  have  forgiveness  if  I  add,  with  a 
soldier's  pride,  that  the  conduct  of  my  whole 
command  deserved  my  highest  gratitude  and 
commendation. 

Three  Federal  regimental  standards  and  five 
cavalry  guidons  fluttered  over  my  brave  column 
on  their  return  from  the  expedition.  With 
such  troops  victory  is  enchained  to  our  banners, 
and  the  issue  of  a  contest  with  our  Northern 
opponents,  even  when  they  are  double  our  force, 
no  longer  doubtful. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
With  the  highest  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  H.  Moboax, 

Brigadier-GeneraL 

REPORT  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  BRECKINRIDGE. 

Headquarters  BuoKcnuDOs's  Dmaoa,  1 
December  11, 1882.  J 

Major  Tkos.  M.  Jack,  A.  A.  General: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  a  report 
from  Colonel  R.  W.  Hanson,  commanding  First 
brigade  of  my  division,  covering  the  report  of 
Colonel  Thos.  H.  Hunt,  who  commanded  the 
Second  and  Ninth  Kentucky  regiments  and 
Cobb's  battery,  in  the  recent  expedition  (under 
command  of  Brigadier-General  Morgan)  against 
Hartsville ;  and  also,  the  reports  of  Major  Hewitt 
and  Captain  Morehoad,  commanding,  respec- 
tively, the  Second  and  Ninth  Kentucky,  and  of 
Captain  Cobb,  commanding  the  battery. 

I  beg  to  call  attention  to  the  officers  and  men 
specially  named  for  gallantry,  and  to  suggest,  re- 
spectfully, that  the  troops  engaged  in  this  expe- 
dition deserve  mention  in  orders  for  conduct, 
which,  in  fortitude  and  daring,  has  not  been 
surpassed  during  the  war. 
Very  respectfully, 

John  C.  Breckinridge, 

Major -General,  commanding. 
REPORT  OF  COLONEL  R.  W.  HANSON. 

HEADQUARTER!  FlRBT  BRIGADE,  \ 

Cauf  wear  Murfreisboro,  December  11, 1802.  J 
Colonel  Buekner,  Assistant  A djuianir General : 

In  pursuance  of  the  order  of  General  Bragg, 
I  proceeded,  with  my  command,  on  the  fifth  in- 
stant, to  Baird's  Mill,  and  remained  two  days, 
making,  as  directed,  rcconnoissance  towards 
Nashville.  General  Morgan  designated  the  Sec- 
ond and  Ninth  Kentucky  and  Cobb's  battery  as 
the  troops  he  desired  to  accompany  him  upon 
the  Hartsville  expedition.  They  were  detached 
under  command  of  Colonel  Hunt  I  enclose, 
herewith,  his  report  of  the  battle  of  Hartsville, 
and  the  reports  of  his  subordinate  officers.  I 
wish  to  call  attention  to  the  honorable  mention 
that  is  made  in  Major  Hewitt's  and  Colonel 
Hunt's  reports  of  the  gallant  conduct  of  Sergeant 
Oldham,  of  the  Second  Kentucky  regiment,  with 
the  hope  that  the  proper  steps  may  be  taken  to 
procure  for  him  the  proper  reward  of  his  con. 


2t>  vaptatn  jonn  a.  nope,  acting  Assistant  ao- 
jtOcaU-Oeneral: 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the 
detachment  from  the  First  brigade,  Breckin- 
ridge's division,  consisting  of  the  Second  Ken- 
tacky  regiment.  Major  James  W.  Hewitt,  com- 
manding, three  hundred  and  seventy-five  strong ; 
Ninth  Kentucky  reeiment,  Captain  James  T. 
Morehead,  commanding,  three  hundred  and 
twenty  strong,  and  Cobb's  battery,  placed  under 
my  command,  as  senior  officer,  with  orders  to 
report  to  General  Morgan,  left  Baird's  Mill  where 
the  brigade  was  in  bivouac,  on  Saturday  the 
sixth  instant,  about  one  and  a  half  o'clock  p.  m. 
Marching  in  the  rear  of  the  cavalry  force  until 
we  arrived  in  the  vicinity  of  Lebanon  an  ex- 
change was  made,  when  the  infantry  mounted 
the  horses  and  rode  five  or  six  miles.  The  com- 
mand reached  Cumberland  River  about  ten 
o'clock.   The  infantry,  artillery,  and  a  small 

portion  of  cavalry,  crossed  at  Ferry,  the 

balance  of  the  cavalry  crossing  at  a  ford  a  few 
miles  lower  down  the  river.  The  two  boats 
used  for  crossing  were  of  small  capacity  and  in 
miserable  condition,  but  by  constant  bailing 
'they  were  kept  afloat,  and  by  five  o'clock  in 
the  morning  the  command  was  safely  over. 

The  march  of  five  miles  to  Harts ville  (where 
the  battle  was  fought),  yet  to  make,  over  bad 
roads  for  artillery,  was  not  accomplished  until 
after  sunrise,  and  the  purpose  of  General  Mor- 
gan to  surprise  the  enemy  was  defeated.  When 
we  approached  in  Bight  of  their  camp  we  found 
their  infantry  already  formed,  occupying  a  very 
strong  position  on  the  crest  of  a  hill  with  a 
deep  ravine  in  front,  and  their  artillery  in  bat- 
tery. The  troops  under  my  command  were 
placed  in  position  west  of  the  enemy's  camp, 
while  under  a  heavy  fire  from  their  battery,  and 
sharpshooters  thrown  out  from  their  right,  but 
these  latter  were  quickly  driven  in  by  the  dis- 


in  front,  and  the  dismounted 
flanks  and  rear,  and  where  tl 
discretion. 

It  was  a  continued  succe 
mencement  In  about  one  ha 
the  timo  the  first  gun  was 
dered,  and  more  prisoners 
than  we  had  men  in  the  actu 
ties  of  commissary  and  qua 
were  also  secured,  a  section 
large  number  of  small  arms  * 
ply  of  ammunition. 

General  Morgan  had  mad< 
position,  which,  with  the  goo* 
of  the  troops  engaged,  seeun 
not  speak  in  too  high  term 
troops,  and  I  scarcely  know 
mire,  their  patient  endurana 
courage  in  the  battle.  They 
in  cold  winter  weather,  th 
with  snow,  crossed  and  reci 
land  River,  fought  a  largi 
strongly  posted  within  six 
ports,  and  brought  off  the  i 
the  space  of  thirty  hours.  \ 
his  officers  and  men,  had  a  i 
in  getting  their  pieces  and 
river,  and  it  was  only  by  the 
tions  they  succeeded  at  all. 
men  all  behaved  so  well  it  i 
to  single  out  individual  case 
thy  of  commendation.  I  c 
frain  from  mentioning  Lieul 
diet,  who  acted  as  my  Aid  o 
was  the  right  man  in  the  ri{ 

I  enclose  herewith  copic 
Major  Hewett,  Captain  Mo: 
Cobb,  and  would  bring  to 
fact  that  the  former  comm 
John  Oldham  for  his  gallant 

The  following  is  a  sumo 
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the  above  are  of  the  Second  Ken- 
nt,  Chas.  H.  Thomas,  First  Lieu- 
ton  W.  Rogers,  8econd  Lieutenant, 
illed ;  T.  M.  Horne,  First  Lieuten- 
r  A,  mortally  wounded ;  Second 
.  J.  Prvor,  Company  D,  Lieutenant 
pany  K,  wounded.  Of  Ninth  Ken- 
i  Lieutenant  Dandridge  Crockett, 
ieutenant  J.  W.  Cleveland,  wounded, 
ery  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  H.  Hunt, 
Colonel,  commanding  Detachment. 

EPORT  OF  MAJOR  HEWITT. 

adquabtibs  Saooiro  Kjcstuckt  Rreimcrr,  1 
Camp  Mubtrbsboro,  Dec  0, 1862.  J 

asK  Hunt: 

3  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  pur- 
ir  orders,  I  formed  my  regiment  ou 
he  Ninth  Kentucky,  opposite  the 
)  near  Hartsville,  a  portion  of  Gen- 
i  cavalry  being  at  the  same  time  on 
ten  the  orders  came  for  me  to  ad- 
red  mv  regiment  forward,  and  after 
3nce  the  nature  of  the  ground  was 
deemed  it  advisable  to  deploy  my 
.  therefore  gave  the  order  to  deploy, 
/e  drove  the  enemy  from  their  first 
ntinued  to  drive  them  until  they 
The  officers,  without  an  exception, 
le  most  gallant  style.  They  were 
n  advance  of  their  men,  urging 
I ;  and  where  all  behaved  so  well,  it 
□possible  to  particularize.  Each 
e  with  the  other  in  deeds  of  gal- 
whole  command,  I  am  pleased  to 
in  a  most  unexceptionable  manner, 
elude  my  report  without  reference 
eant  John  Oldham,  whose  conduct 
during  the  whole  engagement  elic- 
omiums  of  both  officers  and  men. 
i  a  list  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and 
f  which  I  respectfully  submit 
our  obedient  servant, 

James  W.  Hewitt, 
mending  Twenty -second  Kentucky  regiment. 
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1  OF  CAPTAIN  JAMES  T.  MOREHEAD. 

Ninth  Ejbktuokt  Rbgdovt, 
Camp  mux  Murfrbwbobo 
December  10, 1882. 

Thomas  H.  Hunt,  Commanding  In- 

(reive  o'clock,  on  Saturday  the  sixth 
senior  captain,  was  placed,  by  your 
tnmand  of  the  Ninth  Kentucky  regi- 
.  had,  the  day  before,  moved  to 
,  eighteen  miles  from  Murfreesboro, 


and  was  at  that  time  about  to  march  against  the 
enemy,  reported  to  be  at  Hartsville,  Tennes- 
e. 

The  weather  was  excessively  cold,  the  snow 
having  fallen  the  day  before  to  some  depth,  and 
the  road  was  very  rough  ;  notwithstanding,  the 
men  marched  steadily  during  the  day  ana  all 
night,  and  reached  the  immediate  neighborhood 
of  the  enemy,  near  Hartsville,  at  sunrise.  Tho 
enemy  occnpied  a  strong  position  in  front  of  his 
encampment,  his  line  of  battle  stretching  along 
the  crest  of  a  hill,  which  was  separated  from 
our  forces  by  an  intervening  hollow  or  ravine. 
Our  line  of  battle  was  formed  with  Cobb's  bat- 
tery on  the  right,  supported  by  the  Ninth  Ken- 
tucky regiment  directly  in  its  rear.  On  our  im- 
mediate left  was  the  Second  Kentucky  regiment, 
and  still  further  to  the  left  a  portion  of  two  regi- 
ments of  dismounted  cavalry,  under  Colonel 
Duke.  The  enemy  occupied  with  his  sharp- 
shooters the  woods  and  ravines  in  front  of  tho 
left  wing  of  our  line,  and  opened  a  brisk  fire  on 
us.  Against  them  the  dismounted  cavalry  de- 
ployed as  skirmishers,  and  soon  succeeded  in 
dislodging  and  driving  them  back  upon  the 
main  body  of  the  enemy.  The  Second  Kentucky" 
regiment  was  ordered  forward,  and  the  Ninth 
left  in  support  of  the  battery.  In  a  few  minutes 
after  I  was  ordered  to  advance,  and  moved  the 
regiment,  in  double-quick,  in  the  direction  of 
the  main  body  of  the  enemy,  going  over,  in 
our  route,  very  rough  ground,  and  through  a 
deep  ravine.  Ascending  the  hill  the  regiment 
advanced  to  the  right  of  the  Second  Kentucky, 
halted,  and  immediately  became  engaged,  at  less 
than  fifty  paces,  with  the  enemy.  After  fight- 
ing for  a  short  time,  I  ordered  a  charge,  which 
was  made  with  such  gallantry  by  the  regiment, 
that  the  left  wing  of  the  enemy's  line  gave  way 
and  commenced  retreating  in  confusion.  Press- 
ed closely  by  the  Ninth  Kentucky,  they  passed 
through  their  camps  and  took  refuge  under  the 
brow  of  a  hill  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  in 
rear  of  their  artillery.  The  regiment  continued 
to  move  rapidly  on  and  captured  the  two  pieces 
of  artillery  and  a  stand  of  colors,  charged  the 
line  of  the  enemy  and  drove  them  to  the  brink  of 
the  river,  compelling  their  immediate  surrender. 
Here  we  captured  Colonel  Moore,  commanding 
Brigade,  who,  in  reply  to  a  question  from  Cap- 
tain Crouch,  answered  that  he  surrendered  him- 
self and  all  the  men  around  him,  meaning  tho 
whole  force.  The  battle  was  now  fairly  won, 
the  firing  had  ceased,  save  a  few  scattering  shots 
here  and  there.  I  immediately  formed  the  regi- 
ment again  in  line  of  battle,  had  order  restored, 
stragglers  collected,  and  the  men  kept  in  their 

{)laces.  I  sent  details  from  all  the  companies  to 
ook  after  the  dead  and  wounded,  and  detailed 
Company  "H,"  Captain  Bosch e,  to  guard  the 
One  nundred  and  sixth  Ohio  regiment  captured 
by  us.  The  prisoners  being  collected,  I  was 
ordered  to  detail  Companies  "  A  and  C,"  to  guard 
them,  and  afterwards  Company  "  6."  The  regi- 
ment recrossed  the  river  and  began  its  march 
towards  Lebanon,  Tennessee.  Too  much  praise 
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cannot  be  given  to  the  officers  and  men  for 
their  spirit  and  patient  endurance  under  a  march 
of  almost  unexampled  hardship  and  rapidity, 
and*  for  their  gallantry  and  good  conduct  in 
action. 

The  regiment  had  in  battle  an  aggregate  of 
three  hundred  and  twenty  men.  The  casualties 
were  as  follows,  viz. : 

Company  A— Lieutenant  Thomas  McCaing, 
commanding ;  one  private  wounded. 

Company  B— Captain  Crouch,  commanding  ; 
one  private  wounded. 

Company  D — Lieutenant  Beale,  commanding ; 
one  private  wounded. 

Company  G — Lieutenant  Daniel,  commanding ; 
one  private  missing ;  one  private  wounded. 

Company  H — Captain  E.  Bosche,  command- 
ing ;  one  private  missing  and  one  corporal 
killed. 

Company  I — Captain  John  Desha,  commanding ; 
three  privates  killed,  and  two  lieutenants  (J. 
W.  Cleveland  and  W.  T.  Casey)  and  three  pri- 
vates wounded. 

Company  K — Lieutenant  Gaines,  commanding ; 


killed  Lieutenant  D.  &  Qrockett,  and 
vate. 

Total:  Killed,  seven ;  wounded, ten 
nine. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submit** 
Jambs  T.  Mora 
Gap  tain,  commanding  Nioth  KeotactyJ 

REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  COBS. 

Report  of  Killed  and  Wounded  inty 

Cobb's  Company  of  Light  Artillery,  m 

lion  near  HartsviBe,  Termeste^onSa 

seventh  December,  1862. 

Killed :  Sergeant  W.  E.  Etheridge;  ] 
David  Watts  and  Sanderfer.  Total  1 

Wounded  and  left  on  the  field  onw 
severity  of  wounds :— Corporal  James 
Privates  T.  C.  Carnhill,  B.  P.  Perdue,  Ha 
liams.   Total  4. 

Wounded  and  not  left :— Private  Job 
ard  (slichtiv),  John  Thomas,  R  F.Lear. 

Total  killed  and  wounded,  10. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

R.0 

Captain,  c 


Killed,  Wounded,  and  Missing. 


OOMXAKD. 

Killed. 
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Doc.  63. 

BEATJBEGAHD'S  LETTER  TO  PIERRE 
SOTJLE. 

Headquarters  Dspakuzht  or  South) 
Cabolum,  Gbobgia,  avd  Florida.  V 
CBAELKrojr,  a  a,  December  8, 1863. J 

Eon.  Pierre  Soule,  Richmond,  Va. : 

My  Drab  Sib  :  In  compliance  with  your  re- 
quest made  on  the  eve  of  your  departure  for 
Richmond,  I  have  prepared  for  you  a  sketch  of 
certain  operations  by  which  we  may  yet  retrieve 
our  late  losses,  and  possibly  baffle  the  immense 
resources  of  men  and  available  material  of  our 
enemy: 


1.  The  system  hitherto  followed 
in  the  field  separate  armies,  acting  * 
cert  on  distant  and  diverging  £n 
tions,  and  thus  enabling  our  advei 
centrate  at  convenience  his  masses 
fractions,  must  be  discontinued  as  r 
trary  to  the  principles  of  the  art 
attended  with  inevitable  results  i 
disasters  in  Mississippi,  Tennessee 
era  Georgia. 

2.  We  must  arrange  for  a  sudds 
concentration,  upon  some  selected,  i 
tegic  point  of  the  theatre  of  war 
troops  to  crush  the  forces  of  me 
bodied  in  that  quarter.  Tfafc 
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done  at  the  expense  or  hazard,  for  the  time, 
f  other  points  less  important,  or  offering  less 
S^mntages;  for  striking  the  enemy  a  blow 
L'Kis  struck  will  necessarily  disorganize  his 
moabixiations  and  give  us  the  choice  of  the 
did  of  operations. 
I   am  sensibly  aware  of  our  limited  means, 

want  of  men,  the  material  appliances  of  war 
[J^i  of  transportation,  and  hence  the  difficul- 
^JB  "wliich  will  embarrass  us  in  the  execution  of 

plan  of  concentration  ;  but  I  see  no  way  to 
^ceese  except  through  and  by  it  A  different 
^^»o  may  indeed  protract  the  contest,  which 

l>ecomo  day  by  day  more  unequal ;  wo  may 
stoutly,  as  hitherto,  many  more  bloody 

indecisive  battles,  but  will  never  win  a  sig- 
Conclusive  victory,  until  wo  can  manage  to 
^**  **r  a  heavy  and  overwhelming  mass  of  our 
^^^s  upon  the  fractions  of  the  enemy,  and  at 
^T^s^me  time  successfully  strike  at  his  com- 
j^J^svtions,  without  exposing  our  own. 
*   *^lieve  this  may  yet  be  done.   Not  know- 

however,  our  present  available  forces,  and 
r  5?"  locations,  I  am  unable  to  make  a  definite 
x^z*^ tailed  plan  of  operations.  But  I  believe  I 
-^/^arranted  in  assuming  that  we  have  under 
i^Z?  two  hundred  and  ten  thousand  effective 
^  »  distributed  nearly  as  follows  : 

"the  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

*^?*cy   40,000 

J^Brtment  of  Alabama  and  Mississip- 

^^J,sav.   15,000 

"^**er  Hardee  (including  Longstrect), 

4^  **y   60,000 

^Itertment  of  8outh  CaroUna,  Georgia, 

and  Florida,  say   28,000 

^^partment  of  North  Carolina,  say   7,000 

^Hpartment  of  Virginia,  say   60,000 

Total   210,000 

Looking  at  a  map  of  the  Confederate  States, 
it  will  bo  seen  that  the  most  injurious  blow 
which  the  enemy  could  strike  at  present  would 
be  to  take  possession  of  Atlanta — thus  isolating 
still  more  completely  the  Trans-Mississippi 
States,  and  detaching,  in  a  great  measure,  the 
States  of  Mississippi  and  Alabama  from  the 
Eastern  portion  of  the  Confederacy.  It  would 
also  be  a  deplorable  injury  to  the  energetic, 
populous  State  of  Georgia,  and  cripple  the  re- 
sources of  that  people.  We  should,  therefore, 
regard  Atlanta  as  the  actual  objective  point  of 
the  largo  force  which  the  enemy  has  concen- 
trated about  Chattanooga,  and  the  one  which 
we  must,  at  all  cost,  prevent  him  from  obtain- 
ing. In  this  state  of  affairs,  throwing  aside  all 
outer  considerations,  subordinating  all  other 
operations  to  this  one  vital  campaign,  at  a  con- 

*  certed  moment  we  must  withdraw  from  other 
*•     points  a  portion  of  their  forces — all,  indeed,  not 

absolutely  essential  for  keeping  up  a  show  of 
defence  or  safety  against  a  coup-de-main — and 

*  concentrate  in  this  way  every  available  soldier 
possible,  for  operations  against  General  Grant. 

Such  strategic  points  as  Richmond,  Weldon, 
Wilmington,  Charleston,  Savannah,  Mobile,  and 


Meridian,  or  Jackson,  Miss.,  at  the  same  time, 
should  be  fortified,  garrisoned,  and  provisioned, 
according  to  their  present  relative  value  to  the 
Confederate  States,  sufficiently  to  prolong  their 
defence,  if  attacked  or  besieged,  until  troops 
for  their  relief  could  bo  detached  as  required 
from  the  army  in  Northrwestern  Georgia.  I 
will  now  state,  approximately,  what  troops  may, 
in  my  belief,  bo  drawn  from  the  following  quar- 
ters, and  added  to  the  army  at  or  about  Dalton, 
namely : 

From  Alabama  and  Mississippi  10,000 

From  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Flor- 
ida  8,000 

From  North  Carolina   2,000 

From  Virginia   20,000 

Total  40,000 

These  forty  thousand  men,  added  with  celerity 
to  the  force  now  under  ITardee,  and  including 
that  under  Longstrect,  and  other  detachments, 
would  make  an  army  of  one  hundred  thousand 
men.  Let  this  army  take  the  offensive  at  once, 
and,  properly  handled,  it  should  crush  any  force 
that  Grant  could  assemble  in  time  and  oppose, 
scattered,  as  ho  evidently  is,  and  unprepared,  as 
ho  would  be,  for  such  an  'event.  To  insure  the 
success  of  a  plan  of  operations,  the  press  must 
be  led  to  preserve  complete  silence  touching  all 
military  movements.  Depots  of  subsistence,  mu- 
nitions of  war,  ambulances,  wagons,  horses,  etc, 
should  be  established  at  certain  points,  not  too 
far  from  Atlanta,  for  rapid  concentration  at  the 
proper  time.  Meantime,  whatsoever  troops  that 
could  safely  be  withdrawn  from  the  departments 
already  indicated,  should  be  quickly,  quietly 
concentrated  at  suitable  central  points,  thence 
to  be  thrown  forward  with  all  possible  despatch 
to  Dalton,  with  all  the  means  of  transportation 
available,  of  all  sorts.  At  the  same  time,  the 
officer  appointed  to  command  this  large  army 
should  make  all  his  preparations  for  such  a 
trust,  and  the  sudden  accumulation  of  troops  of 
all  arms,  so  that  he  may  be  able  to  mould  it  into 
a  homogeneous  mass  as  early  as  practicable,  and 
to  inaugurate  offensive  operations  without  loss 
of  one  moment  of  time  that  may  be  obviated; 
and  further,  he  must  be  invested  with  an  unre- 
stricted, unembarrassed  selection  of  staff  officers, 
and  thoroughly  emancipated  from  the  least  subor- 
dination to  the  views  and  control  of  the  heads 
of  bureaus  at  Richmond — a  reproduction,  in  this 
war,  of  that  fatal  Austrian  system  with  which 
no  eminently  successful  commander  ever  had  to 
contend — a  pernicious  plan  of  administration 
which  will  clog  and  hamper  the  highest  military 
genius,  whether  of  a  Napoleon  or  Caesar. 

I  believe  the  success  of  the  plan  of  campaign 
thus  sketched,  and  the  utter  defeat  of  the  enemy, 
would  be  almost  certain. 

The  question  would  next  be,  whether  to  pnr- 
suo  the  routed  enemy  with  vigor  to  the  banks 
of  the  Ohio  and  .Mississippi,  or  to  return  to  the 
several  sources,  whence  the  army  was  gathered, 
their  respective  detachments  or  quotas  for  the 
campaign.   This  should  be  taft^hsraewH^ta  V** 


guerre  est  dans  le  secret  des  communications."— 
Napoleon.  By  a  movement  from  KnoxviUe,  we 
should  be  doing  what  is  taught  in  connection 
with  the  Third  Maxim  (Art  of  War),  to  wit: 
w  That  part  of  the  base  of  operations  is  the  most 
advantageous  to  break  out  from  into  the  theatre 
of  war  which  conducts  the  most  directly  on  the 
enemy s  flank  or  rear'1  There  may  be,  how 
ever,  such  practical  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the 
execution  of  such  a  movement  on  that  line  as 
may  not  make  it  advisable  to  adopt  it  "  The 
whole  science  of  war/'  it  has  been  well  said, 
44  may  be  briefly  defined  as  the  art  of  placing,  in 
the  right  position,  at  the  right  time,  a  mass  of 
troops  greater  than  your  enemy  can  there  op- 
pose to  you."  These  conditions,  I  sincerely  be- 
lieve, may  be  filled  by  very  much  such  a  plan  as 
the  one  which  I  have  hurriedly  placed  before 
you.  Of  course  my  views  must  be  subject  to 
such  modification  as  my  want  of  precise  infor- 
mation relative  to  the  number  and  location  of 
our  troops  may  render  necessary. 
The  hour  is  critical  and  grave — 
"  The  enemy  increase th  every  day, 
We,  at  tho  height,  are  ready  to  decline." 

I  am  filled  with  intense  anxiety  lest  golden 
opportunities  shall  be  lost — lost  forever.  In  no 
theatre  of  human  actions  is  it  so  true  as  in 
war — 

"  Thero  Is  a  tide  in  the  affairs  of  men. 
Which,  taken  at  the  flood,  leads  on  to  fortune 
Omitted,  all  the  voyage  of  their  life 
Is  bound  In  shallows  and  in  miseries. 

And  we  must  take  the  current  wher  it  serves, 
Or  lose  oar  ventures." 

It  is  concentration  and  immediate  mobility 
that  are  indispensable  to  save  us. 
Yours,  sincerely, 

G.  T.  Beaureoaud. 

Official:      A-  Terry, 

A,  A.  General. 


making  an  offer  to  co-operate  i 
time  General  Breckinridge  wai 
Mississippi  River,  between  I 
Port  Hudson,  with  all  the  an 
for  the  field;  therefore  I  could 
eral  Price's  proposition.  Upot 
ever,  of  General  Breckinridg 
addressed  General  Price,  givj 
full  in  regard  to  the  campaign 
see,  and  stating  that  I  was  th 
him  with  all  my  troops.  In  the 
were  received  by  him,  from  C 
follow  Rosecrans  across  the 
into  Middle  Tennessee,  whithe: 
posed  he  had  cone.  Upon  0 
intelligence  I  felt  at  once  thai 
accomplishing  anything  in  Wee 
my  small  force,  were  marred 
moved  up  to  Davis1  Mill,  a  few 
Junction,  Tennessee,  with  th< 
fending  my  district  to  the  b 
and  to  make  a  demonstation  ii 
Price ;  to  which  latter  end,  a 
whole  command,  on  the  twe 
tember,  to  within  seven  mile 
ing  three  brigades  of  the  er 
lace,  and  forcing  the  return  fi 
ivision  (Ross  s)  which  had  1 
strengthen  Grant's  army. 

General  Price,  in  obedier 
marched*  in  the  direction  of 
Tennessee,  but  was  not  lone  i 
Rosecrans  had  not  crossed 
officer,  in  connection  with  G 
on  the  nineteenth  day  of  Se; 
pellcd  him  to  fall  back  to  war' 
Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad.  < 
day  of  the  same  month  I  re 
by  courier,  from  General  Pri 
was  at  Baldwin,  and  was  thci 
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,  twenty-five  hundred ;  Burnville,  Jacinto, 
Xuka,  about  six  thousand.  At  important 
,  and  on  garrison,  duty,  about  two  or 
thousand,  making  in  the  aggregate  about 
■■fcy-two  thousand  (42,000)  men  ir  West  Ten- 
»wne.  Memphis,  Jackson,  Bolivar,  and  Corinth 
» fortified,  tlie  works  mounting  siege  guns, 
»  outposts  slightly  fortified,  having  field-pieces, 
^xnphis,  "Bolivar,  and  Corinth  are  in  the  arc  of 
**x-clef  the  chord  of  which,  from  Memphis  to 
^uith,  makes  an  angle  with  due  east  line  about 
'"^^n  degrees  south.  Bolivar  is  about  equi- 
from  Memphis  and  Corinth,  somewhat 
the  latter,  and  is  at  the  intersection  of 
i  tchie  River  and  the  Mississippi  Central 

*  io  Railroad.   Corinth  is  the  strongest,  but 

*  *»o«t  salient  point  Surveying  the  whole 
!??  .  °'  operations  before  me,  calmly  and  dis- 
^^^^o.'tely,  the  conclusion  forced  itself  irrc- 
«  oly  xipon  mv  mind  that  the  taking  of  Corinth 

Condition  precedental  to  the  accomplish- 
<?5*.  anything  in  West  Tennessee.   To  take 
^■J^^is  would  bo  to  destroy  an  immense  amount 
jj*~*^l>t3rty,  without  any  adequate  military  ad- 
tjjj^&o,  even  admitting  that  it  could  bo  held, 
^^it:  heavy  guns,  against  tho  enemy's  guns 
^**ortar  boats.   The  line  of  fortifications 


Boliver  is  intersected  by  the  Hatchie 


y.  *  rendering  it  impossible  to  take  the  place 
X^^**A^k  assault,  and  reinforcements  could  be 
in  from  Jackson  by  railroad,  and,  situ- 
^Vc?!  118  *8»  m  ^°  anS^e  °^  tne  tnree  fortified 
b5S^aB» an  a^vance  uPon  ^  W0UM  expose  both 
^^^Vr  ^8  an(*  rear  to  an  attack  from  tho  forces 
^  Memphis  and  Corinth. 

*t  was  clear,  to  my  mind,  that  if  a  successful 
;^toack  could  be  made  upon  Corinth  from  the 
^^^eet  and  north-west,  the  forces  there  driven 
%ack  on  the  Tennessee  and  cut  off,  Bolivar  and 
.  ^Jackson  would  easily  fall,  and  then,  upon  the 
arrival  of  the  exchange  prisoners  of  war,  West 
Tennessee  would  soon  be  in  our  possession,  and 
communication  with  General  Bragg  effected 
through  Middle  Tennessee.  The  attack  on  Cor- 
inth was  a  military  necessity,  requiring  prompt 
and  vigorous  action.  It  was  being  strengthened 
daily  under  that  astute  soldier,  General  Rosc- 
crans ;  convalescents  were  returning  to  fill  his 
ranks ;  new  levies  were  arriving  to  increase  his 
brigades,  and  fortifications  were  being  con- 
structed at  new  points,  and  it  was  very  evident 
that  unless  a  sudden  and  vigorous  blow  could  be 
struck  there  at  once,  no  hope  could  be  entertained 
of  driving  the  enemy  from  a  base  of  operations 
so  convenient ;  that  in  the  event  of  misfortune 
to  Bragg,  in  Kentucky,  the  whole  valley  of  the 
Mississippi  would  be  lost  to  us  before  winter. 
To  have  waited  for  tho  arrival,  arming,  cloth- 
ing, and  organization  of  the  exchanged  prison- 
ers would  have  been  to  wait  for  the  enemy  to 
strengthen  themselves  more  than  we  could  pos- 
sibly do.  With  these  reflections,  and  after  ma- 
ture deliberation,  I  determined  to  attempt  Cor- 
inth. I  had  a  reasonable  hope  of  success. 
Field  returns  at  Ripley  showed  my  strength  to 
be  about  twenty-two  thousand  naeu.  Rosecrans 


at  Corinth  had  about  fifteen  thousand,  with 
about  eight  thousand  additional  men  at  out- 
posts, from  twelve  to  fifteen  miles  distant  I 
might  surprise  him  and  carry  the  place  before 
these  troops  could  be  brought  in.  I  therefore 
marched  towards  Pocahontas,  threatening  Boli- 
var, then  turned  suddenly  across  the  llatchie 
and  Tuscumbia  and  attacked  Corinth  without 
hesitation,  and  did  surprise  that  place  before  the 
outpost  garrisons  were  called  in.  It  was  neces- 
sary that  this  blow  should  be  sudden  and  deci- 
sive, and  if  unsuccessful,  that  I  should  with- 
draw rapidly  from  the  position  between  the  two 
armies  of  Ord  and  Rosecrans.  The  troops  were 
in  fine  spirits,  and  the  whole  Army  of  West 
Tennessee  seemed  eager  to  emulate  tho  armies 
of  the  Potomac  and  of  Kentucky.  No  army 
every  marched  to  battle  with  prouder  steps, 
more  hopeful  countenances,  or  with  more  cour- 
age than  marched  the  Army  of  Tennessee  out 
of  Ripley,  on  tho  morning  of  the  twenty-ninth 
day  of  September,  on  its  way  to  Corinth.  Fully 
alive  to  the  responsibility  of  my  position  as 
commander  of  tho  army,  and  after  mature  and 
deliberate  reflection,  the  march  was  ordered. 
The  ground  was  well  known  to  me,  and  re- 
quired no  study  to  determine  where  to  make 
the  attack.  The  bridge  over  the  llatchie 
was  soon  reconstructed,  and  the  army  crossed 
at  four  o  clock  a.  m.,  on  the  second  of  Octo- 
ber. Adams'  brigade  of  cavalry  was  left  to 
guard  this  approach  to  our  rear,  and  to  protect 
the  train  which  was  parked  between  the  llatchie 
and  Tuscumbia.  Colonel  Hawkins*  regiment  of 
infantry,  and  Captain  Dawson's  battery  of  artil- 
lery, were  also  left  in  the  Boneyard  ro;id,  in  easy 
supporting  distance  of  the  bridge.  Tho  army 
bivouacked  at  Che  walla,  after  the  driving  in 
of  some  pickets  from  that  vicinity  by  Arm- 
strong's and  Jackson's  cavalry.  This  point  is 
about  ten  miles  from  Corinth. 

At  daybreak  on  the  third  the  march  was 
resumed*  the  precaution  having  been  taken  to 
cut  the  railroad  between  Corinth  and  Jackson 
with  a  squadron  of  Armstrong's  cavalry.  Lovcll's 
division  in  front  kept  the  road  on  the  south 
side  of  tho  Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad. 
Price,  after  marching  on  the  same  road  about 
five  miles,  turned  to  the  left,  crossing  the  rail- 
road, and  formed  line  of  battle  in  front  of  tho 
outer  line  of  iutrenchmcnts,  and  about  three 
miles  from  Corinth.  Lovell  formed  line  of  battle, 
after  some  heavy  skirmishing  (having  to  con- 
struct a  passage  across  the  dry  bed  of  Indian 
Creek  for  his  artillery,  under  fire),  on  the  right 
and  in  front  of  the  same  line  of  intrenchments. 

The  following  was  the  first  order  of  battle : 
The  three  brigades  of  Lo veil's  division,  Ville- 
pigue's,  Bo  weirs,  and  Rust's  in  line,  with  reserve 
in  rear  of  each ;  Jackson's  cavalry  brigade  on  the 
right  in  echelon.  The  left  flank  of  the  division 
on  the  Charleston  Railroad.  Price's  corps  on  tho 
left,  with  the  right  flank  resting  on  the  same 
road.  Maury's  division  on  the  right,  with 
Moore's  and  Phifer's  brigade  in  line ;  Cabell's  in 
reserve.    Hebert's  division  on  the  left,  with 
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Gates  and  Martin's  brigade  in  line ;  Colbert's  in 
reserve.  Armstrong's  cavalry  brigade  on  the 
extreme  left,  somewhat  detached  and  out  of  view. 
Hebert's  left  was  masked  behind  a  timbered 
bridge,  with  orders  not  to  bring  it  into  action 
until  tie  last  moment  This  was  done  in  hopes 
of  inducing  the  enemy  to  weaken  his  right  by 
reinforcing  his  centre  and  left,  where  the  attack 
was  first  to  be  made,  that  his  right  might  be 
forced. 

At  ten  o'clock  all  skirmishers  were  driven 
into  the  intrenchmcnts,  and  the  two  armies  were 
in  line  of  battle,  confronting  each  other  in  force. 
A  belt  of  fallen  timber,  or  abatis,  about  four  hun- 
dred yards  in  width,. extended  along  the  whole 
line  of  intrenchments.  This  was  to  bo  crossed. 
The  attacked  commenced  on  the  right  by  Lovell's 
division,  and  extended  gradually  to  the  left,  and 
by  half-past  ten  o'clock  the  whole  line  of  outer 
works  was  carried,  several  pieces  of  artillery 
being  taken.  The  enemy  made  several  ineffec- 
tual efforts  to  hold  their  ground,  forming  line  of 
battle  at  advantageous  points,  and  resisting  ob- 
stinately our  advance  to  the  second  line  of 
detached  works.  /  I  had  been  in  hopes  that  one 
day's  operations  would  end  the  coutest,  and  de- 
cide who  should  be  the  victors  on  this  bloody 
field;  but  a  ten  miles'  march  over  a  parched 
country,  on  dusty  roads,  without  water,  getting 
into  line  of  battle  in  forests  with  undergrowth, 
and  the  more  than  usual  activity  and  determined 
courage  displayed  by  the  enemy,  commanded  by 
one  of  the  ablest  Generals  of  the  United  States 
army,  who  threw  all  possible  obstacles  in  our 
way  that  an  active  mind  could  suggest,  pro- 
longed the  battle  until  I  saw  with  regret  the  sun 
sink  behind  the  horizon  as  the  last  shot  of  our 
sharpshooters  followed  the  retreating  foe  into 
their  innermost  lines.  One  hour  more  of  day- 
light, and  victory  would  have  soothed  our  grief 
for  the  loss  of  the  gallant  dead  who  sleep  on  that 
lost  but  not  dishonored  field.  The  army  slept 
on  their  arms  within  six  hundred  yards*  of 
Corinth,  victorious  so  far. 

During  the  night  three  batteries  were  ordered 
to  take  position  on  the  ridge  overlooking  the 
town  from  the  west,  just  where  the  hills  dip 
into  the  flat  extending  into  the  railroad  depot, 
with  instructions  to  open  on  the  town  at  lour 
o'clock  a.  m.  Hebert  on  the  left  was  ordered 
to  mass  part  of  his  division  on  his  left ;  to  put 
Cabell's  brigade  in  echelon  on  the  left  also 

S Cabell's  brigade  being  detached  from  Murray's 
livision  for  this  purpose) ;  to  movo  Armstrong's 
cavalry  brigade  across  the  Mobile  and  Ohio 
railroad,  and,  if  possible,  to  get  some  of  his 
artillery  in  position  across  the  road.  In  this 
order  of  battle  he  was  directed  to  attack  at  day- 
break with  his  whole  force,  swinging  his  left 
flank  in  towards  Corinth,  and  advance  down  the 
Purdy  ridge.  Lovcll  on  the  extreme  right  with 
two  of  his  brigades  in  line  of  battle,  and  one  in 
reserve,  with  Jackson's  cavalry  on  the  extreme 
right  on  College  Hill,  his  left  flank  resting  on 
the  Memphis  and  Charleston  railroad,  was  order- 
ed to  await  in  this  oi&er,  ot  to  \n& 


along  slowly  with  his  sharpshvotera  turf  ft.  I 
bert  was  heavily  engaged  with  the  tntajm  f 
the  left  He  was  then  to  move  npidJr  to  fc  I: 
assault,  and  force  his  right  inwarigacrasfr  h 
low  grounds  south-west  of  the  town.  Tke»  I  * 
tre,  under  Maury,  was  to  move  at  the  naeta  I  fc 
quickly  to  the  front,  and  directly  at  Grit  I  f 
Jackson  was  directed  to  bum  the  raflrcad  bn^B!  in 
over  the  Tuscumbia,  daring  the  night.  Jhitytf  H 
came,  and  there  was  no  attack  on  the  kit  i  r 
staff  officer  was  sent  to  Hebert  to  inqmfc  J2 
cause.  That  officer  could  not  be  fomii  ' 
Another  messenger  was  sent,  and  a  third  fc 
about  seven  o'clock  General  Hebert  can*  ssv  « 
headquarters  and  reported  sick.  GmenlAs  p 
then  put  Brigadier-General  Green  in  enna  ^ 
of  the  left  wing  ;  and  it  was  eight  o'clock  beta  h 
the  proper  dispositions  for  the  attack  « ft 
point  were  made.  Iu  the  mean  time  the  (mm  w 
of  Maury's  left  became  engaged  with  theensrt  3* 
sharpshoooters,  and  the  battle  wagl/roqgkt  a.  k 
and  extended  aloug  the  whole  centre  ted  kS  = 
wing,  and  1  regretted  to  observe  thatmritt  « 
plan  of  attack  was,  by  this  unfortunate  to.  *~ 
disarranged.  One  brigade  after  another  i*  J 
gallantly  into  the  action,  and  pushing  fofld  a 
through  direct  and  cross-fire,  over  every**  B 
cle,  reached  Corinth,  and  planted  their  «kn a  J 
the  last  stronghold  of  the  enemy.  A  hall 
hand  contest  was  being  enacted  in  the  wr 
yard  of  General  Rosecrans1  headquarter*.  «i  a  ' 
the  streets  of  the  town.  The  heavy  pw*R 
silenced,  and  all  seemed  about  to  be  a* 
when  a  heavy  fire  from  fresh  troop*  Jrotthh. 
Burnsville,  and  Rienzi,  that  hadBOCcaW* 
reaching  Corinth  in  time,  poured  into  * 
thinned  ranks.  Exhausted  from  low  &  M> 
wearied  from  hard  marching  and  fighting**  1 
panies  in  regiments  without  officer*,  octw1?  I 
(let  no  one  censure  them)  gave  way.  Tttfl^  1 
was  lost!  Lovell's  division  was  at  this  tia*»  ' 
vanciug  pursuant  to  orders,  aud  was  wte 
point  of  assaulting  the  works  when  he  retwA 
my  orders  to  throw  one  of  his  brigade  Jfc 
pigue  s)  rapidly  to  the  centre  to  cove  ti 
broken  ranks  tlirown  back  from  Corinth,* 
to  prevent  a  sortie.  He  then  moved  bis  wU 
division  to  the  left  and  was  soon  Aver** 
ordered  to  move  slowly  back,  and  take 
on  Indian  Creek,  and  prevent  the  enemy  ft 
turning  our  flank.  The  centre  and  left  wtre* 
drawn  on  the  same  road  on  which  they 
proached,  and  being  somewhat  iu  otiMi 
account  of  loss  of  officers,  fatigue,  thirst,  i 
of  sleep,  thinned  ranks,  and  the  nature  of 
ground,  Villepigue's  brigade  was  brought  ii 

Eortunely  and  covered  the  road  to  (lei 
ovell  came  in  the  rear  of  the  whole  army 
all  bivouacked  again  at  Che  walla.  Noei 
disturbed  the  sleep  of  the  weary  troop*, 
ing  the  night  I  had  a  bridge  constructed 
the  Tuscumbia,  and  sent  Armstrong's  awl< 
son's  cavalry,  with  a  battery  of  artillery,  to 
and  hold  Rienzi  until  the  army  came  up.  in 
ing  to  march  to  and  hold  that  point,  but 
V^sult&fion  with  General  Price,  who  n 
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ps  to  be  somewhat  disorganized, 
advisable  to  return  by  the  same 
and  fall  back  towards  Ripley  and 
iipatiug  that  the  Bolivar  force 
it,  and  dispute  my  passage  across 
idge,  I  pushed  rapidly  on  to  that 
s  of  reaching  and  securing  the 
Jieir  arrival ;  but  I  soon  learned, 
3m  Colonel  Wirt  Adams,  that  I 
late.  I  nevertheless  pushed  on 
ion  of  engaging  the  enemy  until 
r  train  aud  reserve  artillery  un- 
tho  Boneyard  road  to  the  cross- 
3  Mills  (this  road  branches  off 
State-line  road,  about  two  and  a 
t  of  the  Tuscumbia  bridge,  run- 
up the  Hatchie).  No  contest  of 
could  be  made  here,  as  it  was 
le  army  of  Corinth  would  soon 
ranee  on  our  right  flank  and  rear, 
reserve  artillery  were  therefore 
rdered  on  the  Boneyard  road, 
ire  sent  to  Armstrong  and  Jack- 
heir  direction,  and  cover  the  front 
be  trains  until  they  crossed  the 
len  to  cover  them  iu  front  until 
the  Ripley  road.  The  enemy 
iged  beyond  the  Hatchie  bridge 
lents  of  Maury's  division  as  they 
led  up,  and  were  kept  in  check 
5  to  get  everything  off.  General 
>d  the  forces  of  the  enemy,  and 
jetting  into  position  before  any 
travel-worn  troops  could  be  got 
lie.  It  is  not  surprising,  there- 
r  were  driven  back  across  the 
>y  maintained  their  position  on 
Dking  it,  under  their  gallant  leader, 
until  orders  were  sent  to  fall 
up  their  line  of  march  on  the 
I,  in  rear  of  the  whole  train.  At 
ing  that  the  enemy,  superior  in 
j  whole  force  I  had  in  advance  of 
d  driye  us  back,  I  ordered  Gen- 
leave  one  brigade  to  guard  the 
cumbia  bridge,  and  to  push  for- 
j  other  two  to  the  front  This 
:kly  executed,  and  very  soon  the 
des  of  Rust  and  Viilepigue  made 
ce  close  at  hand. 

orps  of  ^General  Price  was  with- 
llepigue  filed  in  and  took  position 
to  the  army  against  Ord's  forces, 
red  forward  to  report  to  General 
i  directed  to  cross  the  Hatchie  at 
,  and  take  position  to  cover  the 
» teams  and  artillery.  Bowen  was 
bia  Bridge,  as  a  rear  guard  against 
>f  Rosecrans  from  Corinth,  with 
;nd  that  bridge  until  the  trains 
i  and  on  the  road.  Then  to  cross 
i  burn  it,  and  to  join  Viilepigue 
l  of  the  roads.  In  the  execution 
and  whilst  in  position  near  the 
aid  of  the  Corinth  army  made  its 
d  engaged  him,  bat  was  repulsed 


with  heavy  loss,  and  in  a  manner  that  reflected 

freat  credit  on  General  Bowen  and  his  brigade, 
he  army  was  not  again  molested  on  its  retreat 
to  Ripley,  nor  on  its  march  to  this  place.  The 
following  was  found  to  be  our  loss  in  the 
severest  conflicts  with  the  enemy,  and  on  the 
march  to  and  from  Corinth,  viz.:  killed,  594; 
wounded,  2,162 ;  prisoners  and  missing,  2,102. 
One  piece  of  artillery  was  driven  in  the  night 
by  a  mistake  into  the  enemy's  lines  and  cap- 
tured. Four  pieces  were  taken  at  the  Hatchie 
bridge,  the  horses  being  shot  'Nine  wagons 
were  upset  and  abandoned  by  teamsters  on  the 
night's  march  to  Crumb's  mills.  Some  baggage 
was  thrown  out  of  the  wagons,  not  amounting 
to  any  serious  loss. 

Two  pieces  of  artillery  were  captured  from 
the  enemy  at  Corinth  by  General  Lovell's  divis- 
ion, one  of  which  was  brought  off.  Five 
pieces  were  also  taken  by  General  Price's  corps, 
two  of  which  were  brought  off.  Thus  making 
a  loss  to  us  of  only  two  pieces.  The  enemy  s 
loss  in  killed  and  wounded,  by  their  own 
accounts,  was  over  three  thousand.  We  took 
over  three  hundred  prisoners.  Most  of  the 
prisoners  taken  from  us  were  the  stragglers 
from  the  army  on  the  retreat 

The  retreat  from  Corinth  was  not  a  rout,  as  it 
has  been  industriously  represented  by  the  ene- 
my, and  by  the  cowardlv  deserters  from  the 
army.  The  division  of  General  Lovell  formed 
line  of  battle,  facing  the  rear,  on  several  occa- 
sions, when  it  was  reported  the  enemy  was 
near ;  but  not agun  was  fired  after  the  army  re- 
tired from  the  Hatchie  and  Tuscumbia  bridges. 
Nor  did  the  enemy  follow,  except  at  a  respect- 
ful distance.  Although  many  officers  and  sol- 
diers who  distinguished  themselves  in  the  bat- 
tle of  Corinth,  and  in  the  affair  of  Hatchie 
bridge,  came  under  my  personal  observations, 
I  will  not  mention  them  to  the  exclusion  of 
others,  who  may  have  been  equally  deserving, 
but  who  did  not  fall  under  my  own  eye.  I 
have  deemed  it  best  to  call  on  the  different  com- 
manders to  furniBh  me  a  special  report,  and  a 
list  of  the  names  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
their  respective  commands  who  deserve  special 
mention.  These  lists  and  special  reports  I  will 
take  pleasure  in  forwarding,  together  with  one 
of  my  own,  when  completed  ;  and  I  respectfully 
request  that  they  may  be  appended  as  part  of 
my  report  I  cannot  refrain,  however,  from 
mentioning  here  the  conspicuous  gallantry  of  a 
noble  Texian,  whose  deed's  at  Corinth  are  the 
constant  theme  of  both  friends  and  foes.  As 
lone  as  courage,  manliness,  fortitude,  patriotism, 
ana  honor  exist,  the  name  of  Rogers  will  be 
revered  and  honored  among  men.  He  fell  in 
the  front  of  the  battle  ana  died  beneath  the 
colors  of  his  regiment,  in  the  very  centre  of  the 
enemy's  stronghold.  He  sleeps,  and  glory  is 
his  sentence. 

The  attempt  at  Corinth  has  failed,  and  in  con- 
sequence I  am  condemned,  and  have  been  super- 
ceded in  my  command.  In  my  zeal  for  my 
country,  I  may  have  ventured  too  far  with  in- 
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adequate  means,  and  I  bow  to  the  opinion  of 
the  people  whom  I  serve.  Yet  I  feel  if  the 
spirits  of  the  gallant  dead  who  now  lie  beneath 
the  batteries  of  Corinth,  see  and  judge  the  mo- 
tives of  men,  they  do  not  rebuke  me,  for  there 
is  no  sting  in  mv  conscience.  Nor  does  retro- 
spection admonish  me  of  error  or  of  a  disregard 
of  their  valued  lives. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Earl  Van  Dora, 

lfcOor-Gotieral. 

REPORT  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  PRICE. 

Headquabtbeb  Abut  or  tub  Wnr,  \ 
Holly  Bncrae,  October  20,  1802.  J 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  operations  of  this  army, 
connected  with  the  several  engagements  at 
Corinth  and  Davis*  bridge,  of  the  third,  fourth, 
and  fifth  instants.  Having  arranged  with  Major- 
General  Van  Dorn  to  unite  mv  forces  with  his 
for  active  operations,  I  joined  him  at  Ripley  on 
the  twenty-seventh  ultimo.  My  force  at  this 
time  consisted  of  effective  infantry,  10,498 ; 
effective  cavalry,  2,437  ;  effective  artillery,  928 
men  and  forty-four  guns,  including  two  twenty- 
fonr-pounder  howitzers  and  four  rifled  pieces  of 
three  and  five-eighths  calibre.  The  infantry 
was  divided  into  two  divisions,  commanded  by 
Brigadier-Generals  Maury  and  Hebert  Maury's 
division  consisted  of  three  brigades,  command- 
ed by  Brigadier-General  Moore  and  Acting  Bri- 
gadier-Generals Cabell  and  Phifer.  Hebert's 
division  consisted  of  four  brigades,  commanded 
by  Brigadier-General  Green  and  Colonels  Mar- 
tin, Gates,  and  Colbert  The  cavalry,  except 
such  companies  as  were  on  detached  service, 
was  under  command  of  Acting  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Armstrong.  The  artillery  was  apportioned 
as  follows,  with  Maury's  division :  Hoxton's 
battery,  Lieutenant  Tobin  commanding;  Bled- 
soe's battery;  McNallys  battery,  Lieutenant 
Moore  commanding ;  Lucas'  battery,  and  Seng- 
stack's  battery  ;  Hoxton's  and  Brown's  battery ; 
Sengstack's  batteries  were  held  as  reserves, 
under  command  of  Lieutenant  Burnett,  acting 
Chief  of  Artillery  of  the  division.  With  He- 
bert's  division  were  Wade's,  Landis',  Guibo's, 
Dawson's,  and  King's.  The  cavalry  force,  under 
General  Armstrong,  reported  to  the  Major-Gcn- 
eral  commanding  the  combined  forces,  and  after- 
wards acted  under  orders  direct  from  him. 

On  the  morning  of  the  thirtieth  ultimo  we 
took  up  the  line  of  march  in  the  direction  of 
Pocahontas,  which  place  we  reached  on  the  first 
instant,  and  from  which  we  moved  upon  the 
enemy  at  Corinth,  bivouacking  on  the  nifght  of 
the  second  instant  at  a  point  nearly  opposite  to 
Chewalla — having  left  one  regiment  of  infantry 
and  a  section  of  artillery  with  the  wagon  train 
as  a  guard.  At  four  o'clock  on  the  morning 
of  the  third  instant,  we  resumed  the  march ; 
my  command  moving  on  the  main  Pocahontas 
and  Corinth  road,  in  teat  ot  Qttn8t& 


At  a  point  about  a  mile  and  a  half  froa  foe*  : 
my's  outer  line  of  fortificatinns,  my  co^  i 
made  a  detour  to  the  left,  wirh  instruriiiii  : 
occupy  the  ground  between  the  Vf-opusi  : 
Charleston  and  Mobile  and  Ohio  Raflravii  Si  i 
done,  my  line,  Maury  occupying  the  right  af  r 
Hebert  the  left,  with  Cabell 's  and  GAcriU  > 
gades  in  reserve,  fronted  the  enemy's  wedii  a 
a  south-easterly  d  irection,  the  rfcht  rati***  fe 
the  Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad,  wlk  t 
these  dispositions  were  making  General  \rt  a 
engaged  the  enemy  upon  our  right :  aS  beav  <r 
now  ready  for  the  attack,  mv  line  waorinl 
forward  at  about  ten  o'clock  a,*  Almtt  4 
multaneously  with  the  movement  tbeopass"  i 
armies  became  engaged  in  a  desperado*  'i 
along  the  whole  extent  of  my  line.  My  end  w 
had  scarcely  cleared  the  position  of  mM  q 
formation,  when  entering  an  abatis  of  dor  If  k 
three  hundred  yards  it  became  unmasked  Mb  £ 
a  position  naturally  exceedingly  formidaMtsi  c 
rendered  trebly  so  by  the  extent  of  feWtiak  t 
through  which  it  must  be  approachdjiri*  i 
most  unproved  and  scienu^caJlycunstraiida  5 
trenchment,  bristling  with  artillery  of  kp»  ? 
bre,  and  supported  by  heavy  lines  of  w»J  3 
My  troops  charged  the  euemy's  pwitWGKi 
the  most  determined  courage.  ei|v*d  t>i»  : 
derous  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery.  Wtta 
faltering  they  pressed"  forward  over  e«rj  * 
stacle,  and  with  shouts  and  cheers  cameu 
less  than  twenty  minutes,  the  entire  fa  ■ 
works;  the  enemy  having  fled,  leaving  a « 
hands  many  prisoners  and  two  pieces1  «t» 
lery— one  a  four  inch  Parrott  gun,  the  W 
twenty-four-pounder  howitzer.  Our  V*  »■ 
attack  was  comparatively  small  Ito**** 
utable  to  the  impetuosity  with  which  the q»T 
was  made  and  the  works  carried.  It  ta* 
my  painful  duty,  in  this  connection,  tu  revjrt 
the  distinguished  services  of  two  rata  ** 
who  fell  in  this  engagement :  Colonel  J W  1 
Martin,  commanding  a  Brigade  of  ^a^, 
pians,  and  Lieutenant  Samuel  Farrb^flM 
Wade's  battery.   Colonel  Martin  fell 
wounded  while  leading  the  charge  agio*  I 
angle  in  the  enemy's  works,  exposed  to  the  I" 
of  enfilading  batteries.   The  gallant  bear* 
this  officer  upon  more  than  one  bloody  ball 
won  for  him  a  place  in  tho  heart  of  every  1 
Bissippian  and  the  admiration  and  confita 
his  superior  officers.  Lieutenant  Farringva 
struck  and  instantly  killed  by  a  shot  in 
rifled  gun,  while  bringing  one  of  the  gi 
his  battery  into  position.   This  gallant  ac 
and  courteous  ana  chivalrous  gentleman,  ft 
ful  of  personal  interest  and  mindful  of  i 
cessitie8  of  the  service  only,  resigned  a  li 
antColonelcy  in  the  Bervice  of  his  8tate 
Lieutenancy  in  the  Confederate  Bervice.  and 
up  his  life  a  glorious  sacrifice  upon  tne  al 
his  country's  nonor,  in  the  seventh  of  the! 
in  which  he  has  been  conspicuous  for  oo 
tennined,  and  effective  bravery.  Though i 
his  country  mourns  no  more  valiant  del 
command  no  abler  commander,  hii  fi 
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Ihier  recipient  of  their  affection.  The 
vorks  being  in  our  possession  my  line 
forward  in  pursuit  of  the  retreating  ene- 
til  within  about  one  mile  of  Corinth, 
the  ©nemy  was  encountered  in  position 
force.  The  necessary  disposition  being 
my  whole  line  again  moved  forward  to 
ck  at  about  three  o'clock  p.  x.  Here  the 
;  was  of  unparalleled  fierceness  along  the 
octent  of  my  line.  The  position  of  the 
ilong  the  entire  length  of  his  lines  was 
i  by  fencing,  heavy  timber,  or  under- 
while  portions  of  my  troops  advanced 

open  fields  exposed  to  a  deadly  fire 
ries,  operating  over  the  enemy's  line  of 
.  Here,  as  in  the  assault  upon  the  outer 
nre  had  little  artillery  in  action,  it  being 
ble  to  procure  such  positions  for  my 
a  as  would  enable  them  to  co-operate 
sly  with  the  infantry.  After  continuous 
it  desperate  fighting  along  the  whole  ex- 
my  line,  of  nearly  two  hours'  duration, 
ny,  notwithstanding  his  lines  had  been 
by  reinforcements,  was  driven  from  his 
is  and  forced  to  take  refuge  in  his  inner- 
orks  in  and  around  the  town, 
"xoops  of  my  command  having  nearly  ex- 
l  their  ammunition  in  the  heavy  fighting 
1  the  day,  were  withheld  from  immediate 
,  and  the  delay  in  procuring  the  neces- 
pply  of  ammunition  forced  me  to  close 
lit  for  the  day.  My  troops  were  with- 
for  cover,  and  laid  on  their  arms  during 
bt,  in  the  position  from  which  the  enemy 
en  driven.  About  four  o'clock  on  the 
I  of  the  fourth,  three  batteries  of  my 
id  were  placed  in  position  and  opened 
>n  the  town,  under  the  immediate  orders 
fajor-General  commanding.  About  day- 
ders  were  received  to  advance  my  whole 
1  the  execution  of  this  order  a  delay  was 
tied  by  the  illness  of  Brigadier-General 
,  commanding  a  division.  He  was  neces- 
relieved  from  duty.   The  command  de- 

upon  Brigadier&eneral  Green,  who 
forward  as  soon  as  he  could  make  the 
ry  disposition  of  his  troops.  It  was  after 
•lock  when  my  line  became  generally  and 
ly  engaged  with  the  enemy  in  his  inner- 
id  most  formidable  works,  from  which  his 
r  and  artillery  could  jointly  operate  against 
ops.  Here,  as  in  the  previous  actions, 
iflery  could  not  be  effectively  brought 
tion,  and  but  few  of  the  guns  were  en- 

The  fighting,  by  my  command,  was  al- 
itirely  confined  to  the  infantry.  My  men 
I  forward  upon  the  enemy,  and  with 
oss  succeeded  in  getting  into  the  works, 

driven  him  from  thera,  capturing  more 
rty  pieces  of  artillery,  and  forcing  him  to 
fuge  in  the  houses  of  the  town,  and  in 
>lace  that  would  afford  protection  from 
lling  fire.  He  was  followed  and  driven 
)use  to  house  with  great  slaughter.  In 
rn  were  batteries  in  mask,  supported  by 
reserves,  behind  which  the  retreating  en- 


emy took  shelter,  and  which  opened  upon  our 
troops  a  most  destructive  fire  at  short  range. 
My  men  held  their  positions  most  gallantly,  re- 
turning .the  fire  of  the  enemy  with  great  spirit 
until  portions  of  them  exhausted  thoir  ammuni- 
tion and  were  compelled  to  retire.  This  ne- 
cessitated the  withdrawal  of  the  whole  line, 
which  was  done  under  a  withering  fire.  The 
attack  was  not  resumed,  and  we  fell  back  to  our 
supply  train,  the  men  being  almost  exhausted 
from  exertion  and  want  of  food  and  water. 
General  Villepigue's  brigade  moved  over  to  our 
assistance,  but  did  not  become  engaged,  as  the 
enemy  was  too  badly  cut  up  to  follow  us.  We 
fell  back  in  order  to  obtain  water,  some  six  miles 
from  Corinth,  where  we  bivouacked  for  the 
night,  bringing  off  all  our  artillery  and  arms 
save  one  rifled  piece,  which  had  been  inadvert- 
ently driven  into  the  enemy's  lino  while  going 
into  battery  before  daylight  in  the  morning,  and 
had  been  left  We  brought  off,  also,  the  two 
guns  captured  at  the  outer  lino  of  fortifications 
on  the  third.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  do  jus- 
tice to  the  courage  of  my  troops  in  these 
engagements,  nor  can  I  discriminate  between 
officers  and  commands  where  all  behaved  so 
nobly.  This  is  the  less  necessary,  as  the  oper- 
ations of  my  command  were  under  the  immediate 
observation  of  the  Maior-General  commanding. 
For  minute  details  of  the  actions,  and  particu- 
larly of  the  artillery,  of  the  third  and  fourth 
instants,  as  well  as  for  instances  of  personal  and 
distinguished  gallantry,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  the 
Major-General  commanding  to  the  reports  of 
commanding  officers  herewith  enclosed.  On  the 
morning  of  the  fifth  instant  we  resumed  the 
march  in  the  direction  of  Pocahontas,  my  com- 
mand moving  by  division.  Maury's  in  front, 
each  in  rear  of  its  ordnance  and  supply  train, 
except  Moore's  brigade,  which  constituted  the 
advance  guard.  After  crossing  the  Tuscumbia, 
Moore's  brigade  was  hurried  forward  to  protect 
Davis'  bridge  across  the  Hatchie,  which  was 
threatened  by  an  advance  of  the  enemy.  It  be- 
ing found  that  the  enemy  was  in  force,  the 
remainder  of  Maury's  division  was  ordered  for- 
ward, and  finally  I  was  ordered  to  move  up  the 
whole  of  my  command.  Moore's  brigade,  with 
a  section  of  the  St  Louis  battery,  and  Seng- 
stack's  battery,  were  thrown  across  the  Hatchie, 
but  the  enemy  having  possession  of  the  heights 
commanding  the  crossing,  as  well  as  the  position 
in  which  these  troops  were  placed,  and  it  being 
found  that  he  was  in  very  heavy  force,  it  was 
deemed  advisable  to  cross  the  Hatchie  by 
another  road,  and  these  troops  were  withdrawn 
after  serious  loss  to  the  east  side  of  the  Hatchie, 
where,  being  joined  by  Cabell's  and  Pbifer's  bri- 

§ides,  and  assisted  by  the  batteries  of  McNally, 
ogg,  Landis,  and  Tobin,  they  effectually  check- 
ed the  advance  of  the  enemy.  Green's  divisions, 
which  had  been  delayed  by  passing  the  wagon 
train  that  had  unparked  near  the  Tuscumbia, 
arriving  on  the  ground,  was  formed  in  Kne  of 
battle,  but  the  enemy  making  no  further  effort  to 
advance,  the  whole  of  my  command  was  moved 


no 
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off  by  another  route,  General  LoveiTs  command 
being  in  our  rear. 

This  was  our  last  engagement  with  the  enemy. 
Iu  this  last  engagement  we  lost  four  guns,  occa- 
sioned by  the  killing  of  horses.  Our  whole 
wagon  train  came  off  without  molestation  or 
loss,  except  of  a  few  wagons  that  were  broken 
down,  auu  had  to  be  abandoned. 

The  history  of  the  war  contains  no  bloodier 

Eago,  perhaps,  than  that  which  will  record  this 
ercoly  contested  battle.  Tho  strongest  ex- 
pressions fall  short  of  my  admiration  of  tho  gal- 
lant conduct  of  the  officers  aud  men  under  my 
command.  Words  cannot  add  lustre  to  the 
fame  they  have  acquired  through  deeds  of  noble 
daring,  which,  living  through  futuro  time,  will 
shod  about  every  man,  officer  and  soldier,  who 
stood  to  his  arms  through  this  struggle,  a  halo 
of  glory  as  imperishable  as  it  is  brilliant. 

They  have  won  to  their  sisters  and  daughters 
the  distinguished  honor,  set  before  them  by  a 
General  of  their  love  and  admiration,  upon  the 
event  of  an  impending  battle  upon  the  same 
fields,  of  the  proud  exclamation,  "  My  brother, 
father,  was  at  the  great  battle  of  Corinth."  The 
bloodiest  record  of  this  battle  is  to  come.  The 
long  list  of  tho  gallaut  dead  upon  this  field  will 
carry  sorrow  to  the  hearthstone  of  many  a  noble 
champion  of  our  cause,  as  it  does  to  the  hearts 
of  those  who  are  to  avenge  them.  A  nation 
mourns  their  loss,  while  it  cherishes  the  story 
of  their  glorious  death,  pointing  out  to  their  as- 
sociate officers  in  this  mighty  struggle  for  liberty 
tho  pathway  to  victory  and  honor.  They  will 
live  ever  in  tho  hearts  of  the  admiring  people  of 
the  government,  for  tho  establishment  of  which 
they  have  given  their  lives.  Of  tho  field  officers 
killed,  wero  Colonel  Rogers,  Second  Texas  in- 
fantry, who  fell  in  the  heart  of  the  town,  of  eleven 
wounds ;  Johnson,  of  Twentieth  Arkansas,  and 
Daly,  of  the  Eighteenth  Arkansas ;  Lieutenant- 
Colonels  Maupiu,  First  Missouri  cavalry,  dis- 
mounted, and  Leigh,  Forty-third  Mississippi; 
Majors  Vaughan,  Sixth  Missouri  infantry ;  Dou- 
dell,  Twenty-first  Arkansas,  and  McDonald, 
Fortieth  Mississippi.  Many  of  my  ablest  and 
most  gallant  field  officers  are  wounded,  several 
mortally.  Of  this  number  are  Colonels  Erwin, 
Sixth  Missouri  infantry;  Macfarland,  Fourth 
Missouri  infantry;  Pritchard,  Third  Missouri 
infantry  ;  Moore,  Forty-third  Mississippi,  and 
McLean, Thirty-seventh  Mississippi;  Lieutenant- 
Colonels  Pixler,  Sixteenth  Arkansas;  Iledgo- 
speth,  Sixth  Missouri  infantry ;  Serrell,  Seventh 
Mississippi  battalion ;  Lanier,  Forty-second  Ala- 
bama ;  Ilobson,  Third  Arkansas  cavalry ;  Mat- 
thews, Twenty-first  Arkansas  ;  Campbell,  Fortieth 
Mississippi,  and  Boone ;  and  Majors  Senteney, 
Second  Missouri  infantry  ;  Keirn,  Thirty-eighth 
Mississippi;  Staton,  Thirty-seventh  Alabama; 
Timmins,  Second  Texas;  Jones,  Twenty-first 
Arkansas ;  Russell,  Third  Louisiana,  and  Yates ; 
and  McQuiddy,  Third  Missouri  cavalry.  For 
other  casualties  in  officers  and  men,  I  beg  leave 
to  refer  to  lists  enclosed.  I  cannot  close  this 
report  without  iecognizAu^  tha  eminent  services 


and  valuable  assistance  of  Eri^iitT-'k-.ij 
Maury,  Hebert,  (whose  servkvs  Ircgrjr;;^ 
lost  on  the  morning  of  the  fourth.  U  r;*a  i 
his  illness),  and  Green,  cummaiAg  <i>jVa 
I  bear  willing  testimony  to  the 
ness,  undaunted  courage,  and  milium  aa£ ..' 
these  officers  in  disposing  their  r«^tttiv<c* 
mands,  aud  in  executing  their  orders.  Thrqp 
them  1  transmit  to  BrigadicT-GtiR.nl  Vm 
and  acting  Brigadier-Generals  Cabeli,  PI* 
Gates,  and  Colbert,  my  high  apyrecttLcc; 
their*  efficient  services  on  the  field. 

Their  skill  in  manoeuvring  their  trolls 
promptness  and  gallantry  in  leading  ia 
through  the  most  desperate  conflicts,  tiiriti; 
highest  admiration.  And  of  my  troop*  i*  iU* 
I  can  say  no  juster  or  more  coiapliaKtlT 
words  than  that  they  have  sustained  aid  i» 
encd  and  widened  their  reputation  for  eate 
patriotism  and  determined  valor. 

To  my  personal  staff  I  return  mythiLbfe 
their  promptness  in  the  delivery  uf  my  cfia 
and  their  gallant  bearing  on  the  fid i. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Sterling  Pkt 

Major  M.  M.  Km  met.. 

Assistant  Adjntant-ticccral.  Army  *f  West 

MAJOR-GENERAL  M.  LOVELL'S  REF-Kl 

Headquarter?  Fn»  Pmsn  1 
Army  or  Di-trtt  t*  JtoK^' 
Holly  Stusgs,  Oc:n:ierU,l«t  ; 

Major  M.  M.  Kimmd,  Assistant  AqutoAfo 
errjl: 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit &k 
lowing  report  of  tho  part  taken  by  my  ctiii 
in  the  recent  operations  around  Goriiith. 
second  instant  the  division  repaired  aiti  ens* 
the  Tuscumbia  bridge,  fifteen  miles  fin  iuCx& 
and  moved  forward,  the  cavalry  uiAt  ip 
strong  and  Jackson  iu  advance.  We  moftt"- 
Cho walla,  skirmishing  Lightly  with  the  an; 
several  hours,  and  occupied  the  camp  jua*Jb& 
doned,  capturing  some  tents.  quartenLoB' 
and  commissary's  stores.     On  the  uiH  * 
moved  forward 'Villcpiguo's  brigade  in  fctaw 
skirmishing  more  heavily  with  a  fvrce 
enemy  composed  of  two  regiments  of  inififl 
a  section  of  artillery,  and  some  cavalry,  uril1 
drove  them  across  Indian  Creek.   Attisift  p 
artillery  firo  became  more  frequent.  Hen 
took  an  abandoned  twelve-pounder  hew 
The  bridge  was  repaired,  under  fire,  and  I  era 
the  whole  division,  consisting  of  Rust's  hnj 
on  the  right,  Bo  wen's  in  the  centre,  audi 
pigue's  on  the  left    The  enemy  occupied 
his  artillery  a  high  hill  at  the  crossing  *i 
State  line  road  with  the  Memphis  and  Chart 
Railroad,  with  rifle-pits  extending  north 
south,  affording,  with  the  hill,  a  strong  p« 
for  about  three  thousand  five  hundred  men 
skirmishers  were  there  reinforced,  and  the  i 
lino  ordered  to  the  assault,  with  reserve  In 
each  brigade.  The  conflict  was  short  and  U 
Oar  troops,  emerging  from  the  dense  a 
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3d  upon  the  hill  and  rifle-pits  with 
mimed  gallantry,  routed  and  drove 
y,  causing  them  in  their  hasty  re- 
Ion  a  twenty-pounder  Parrott  gun 
vith  the  limber  of  another  gun.  In 
ie  following  regiments  are  named 
y  distinguishing  themselves,  viz. : 
kan8as.  Colonel  Dunlop,  and  Third 
loiiol  Thompson,  of  Rust's  brigade ; 
econd  Mississippi,  Captain  Lester 
Caruthers'  Mississippi  battalion, 
Missouri  regiment,  Colonel  Riley, 
rigade ;  and  the  Third  Mississippi, 
:,  of  Villepigue's  brigade.  The  hill 
lainly  by  the  Ninth  Arkansas  and 
d  Mississippi,  each  vieing  with  the 
dashing  gallantry  of  their  charge, 
camps,  half  a  mile  beyond  the  po- 
iken  aud  held  by  the  First  Missouri 
ust  and  Villepigue  were  thrown  in 
lino  of  battle,  and  fiowen's  was 
3  hill  until  we  should  hear  from 
tand,  on  our  left  On  our  right 
strong  redoubt  well  flanked  with 
with  an  abatis  of  felled  timber, 
width,  extending  around  it  in  one 
with  no  obstructions  to  the  north, 
ion  of  Price's  right  This  fact  I 
I  to  the  Major-General  command- 
•tly  afterwards  the  work  was  at- 
Jlantly  carried,  from  its  right  rear, 
rigade,  while  Bowen  was  ordered 
"t  with  his  brigade  from  our  side, 
lished  our  ammunition,  the  whole 
moved  forward  and  funned  in  lino 
tho  bridge  south  of  the  railroad, 
d  Bowen  in  front  and  Rust  in  re- 
vived orders  from  the  General  com- 
nove  forward  cautiously,  feeling 
;  the  ridge  to  develop  the  position 

mcing  far,  night  put  an  end  to  the 
an  arduous  and  fatiguing,  but  glo- 

t  I  was  notified  by  the  command- 
that  early  in  the  morning  Price 
r'ith  a  large  battery  of  artillery  and 
force  with  his  left,  and  that  while 
my  division  should  pass  forward 
ith  vigor  on  our  right  Accord- 
ght,  the  division  was  moved  for- 
along  the  ridge,  for  a  mile  and  a 
ie  very  heavy  firing  of  infantry  on 
sft,  and  artillery  on  Bowen's  right 
►  in  reserve,  moved  up  and  occu- 
*e,  the  line  advancing  until  within 
*d  yards  of  two  strong  works  of 
oh,  protected  by  heavy  infantry 
e  reconnoitring  these  positions, 
o  the  assault,  I  received  an  order 
umanding  General  to  detach  mv 
igade  to  the  support  of  Prices 
was  being  overpowered  by  large 
8  of  the  enemy.  This  order  was 
was  about  to  move  the  remaining 
te  left,  to  close  the  gap  made  by 
>oc.  41 


detaching  Villepigue,  when  the  further  order 
was  received  to  retire,  covering  the  retreat  of 
the  army.  The  division  was  withdrawn  from 
under  the  very  guns  of  the  works  without  the 
slightest  confusion,  and  in  the  most  excellent 
order.  Villepigue  crossed  the  railroad,  and  with 
his  artillery,  under  Major  Watts,  put  an  effectual 
check  upon  the  pursuit  by  the  enemy's  cavalry. 

Rust's  brigade  was  put  in  position  on  the  hill 
carried  the  day  before,  until  everything  had 
been  withdrawn  across  Indian  Creek,  when  he 
followed,  bringing  up  the  rear  to  Chewalla, 
where  the  division  was  reunited.  The  march 
was  resumed  on  the  fifth,  this  command  acting 
as  the  rear  euard  to  the  army.  Before  reaching 
Tuscumbia  bridge  an  order  was  received  from 
the  General  commanding  to  press  forward,  with 
two  brigades,  to  the  support  of  Price,  who  was 
checked  by  large  reinforcements  of  fresh  troops 
at  Hatch  ie  bridge.  Leaving  Bowen's  brigade 
as  a  rear  guard  on  the  Corinth  road,  Villepigue 
and  Rust  were  pushed  forward  rapidly.  The 
former,  arriving  first,  was  put  in  line  of  battlo 
on  the  road  to  Hatchie  bridge,  to  hold  the  enemy 
in  check  in  that  direction,  while  Rust  was  di- 
rected to  proceed  with  General  Price,  in  ad- 
vance, to  the  crossing  at  Crumb's  Mills,  where  it 
was  decided  to  pass  the  army  over. 

Villepigue  held  the  enemy  back  with  skirmish- 
ers. Bowen,  however,  was  attacked  in  force, 
on  the  other  road,  but  repelled  the  attack,  with 
great  slaughter  to  tho  enemy  and  but  little  loss 
to  his  own  command.  Thoy  were  clear  from  the 
field  when  he  crossed  the  Tuscumbia  and  burned 
the  bridge,  all  the  wagons  having  been  passed 
over  in  safety.  Tho  Fifteenth  Mississippi  dis- 
tinguished itself  particularly  on  this  occasion. 
From  the  Hatchie  to  Hickory  Flat  (forty  miles) 
this  division  continued  as  the  rear  guard  to  tho 
army,  frequently  forming  line  of  battle  when  the 
enemy  was  reported  to  be  coming  too  near, 
cheerfully  toiling  along  through  heat  and  dust 
and  undergoing  long  marches,  loss  of  sleep,  and 
want  of  food,  with  a  fortitude  worthy  of  the 
most  unqualified  admiration.  Good  order,  dis- 
cipline, and  subordination  suffered  no  detriment 
under  this  severe  and  trying  ordeal. 

To  the  commanders  of  brigades,  Generals 
RuBt,  Villepigue,  and  Bowen,  my  thanks  are  es- 
pecially due.  Displaying  their  wefl-known  and 
approved  gallantry  on  the  field,  the^  evinced 
sound  judgment,  discretion,  and  ability  in  han- 
dling their  troops,  both  in  action  and  on  the 
march,  achieving  signal  success  with  small  loss. 
The  admirable  condition  in  which  the  division 
returned  to  this  point  is  the  best  proof  of  their 
merits.  Surgeon  Hawes,  chief  medical  officer 
of  the  division,  performed  his  duties  quietly, 
systematically,  and  with  the  utmost  efficiency. 
Our  wounded,  with  very  few  exceptions,  were 
brought  to  this  depot  My  thanks  are  due  to 
the  officers  of  my  staff,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ivy, 
Captain  Toutant,  and  Captain  Ouitman,  for  their 
assistance  in  the  field,  and  in  the  conduct  of  the 
retreat  Being  few  in  number,  additional  labor 
devolved  upon  them.  Their  duties  were  per- 
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iormed  cheerfully,  coolly,  and  with  a  deliberate 
gallantry  which  caused  me  to  repose  the  great- 
est confidence  in  them.  The  following  named 
commanders  of  regiments  are  mentioned  par- 
ticularly by  their  brigade  commanders  for  their 
conragc  and  efficiency :  Gap  tain  Ashford,  Thirty- 
fifth  Alabama ;  Colonel  Dunlop,  Ninth  Arkansas ; 
Captain  Lester,  Twenty-second  Mississippi ;  Col- 
onel Riley,  First  Missouri ;  Colonel  Hurst,  Thir- 
ty-third Missouri ;  Colonel  Shelby,  Thirty-ninth 
Mississippi.  For  the  names  of  other  officers 
who  particularly  distinguished  themselves,  you 
are  respectfully  referred  to  the  reports  of  the 
brieade  commanders  herewith  transmitted.  Col- 
onel Jackson,  commanding  cavalry  brigade,  acted 
under  my  orders  during  a  portion  of  the  time, 
always  displaying  a  coolness,  courage,  and  effi- 
ciency for  which  he  has  heretofore  been  remark- 
able. The  loss  in  my  command,  during  the 
operations,  was  seventy-seven  killed,  two  hun- 
dred and  eighty-five  wounded,  and  about  two 
hundred  missing. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

M.  Lovsll, 

Major-General,  commanding 

Report  of  Killed,  Wounded,  and  Missing  in  First 
division  of  the  Army  of  West  Tennessee,  near 
Corinth,  Miss.,  on  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  Oc- 
tober, 1862. 


1 

* 

1 

First  Brigade.  General  Butt.  

Second    11        M  Ytltoplgiie. 
Third      "         "  Bdwm.... 
Cavalry  "     Colonel  Jackson.... 
Battalion  of  Zouaves,  MaJ.  Dupwre. 

35 

21 

sa 
l 
% 

11T 
78 
tt 

82 
71 
40 
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ft 

281 

206 

BBQAPITULATIOH. 


Killed   77 

Wounded   285 

Missing   208 

Grand  total   570 


t  Hour 


,  October  16, 1862. 

BKFOBT  OV  BRJGADIIR-GEXIRAL  HOST. 

Hbadquaxtbh,  First  Bra  ads.  Fm 
-         ^  Holly 


October  18, 1882. 

Colonel :  In  response  to  Major-General 
Lovell's  circular  of  this  date,  I  have  the  honor 
to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations 
of  my  brigade  near  Corinth,  on  the  second, 
third,  and  fourth  inst  Moving  from  the  Hatchie 
on  Thursday,  the  second,  my  brigade  in  advance, 
when  within  eight  mites  of  Corinth  our  cavalry 
came  up  with  the  enemy  ,wvu>  TOpGtte&\ta\fm- 


ence.  In  obedience  to  order*  I  ii 
formed  my  brigade  in  line  of  bank- 
forward  two  companies  of  the  Nim 
as  skirmishers.  Advancing  rap i jilt- 
ing no  opposition  except  a  few  str^ 
which  were  not  responded  to,  we  ca 
upon  an  abandoned  camp  of  the  enen 
were  a  redoubt  or  two,  and  &m 
These  were  all  abandoned,  and  af: 
them,  without  halting  an  instant,  arm 
or  more,  we  were  ordered  to  bivnua 
battle.  At  four  o'clock  on  the  room 
third,  the  division  moved,  General  V 
front,  towards  Corinth.  When  wi 
miles  of  the  town,  General  Yillepijnie 
ere  encountered  those  of  the  enemy, 
on  the  extreme  right  of  the  line  a  io; 
General  commanding  the  division.  1 
my  position,  I  immediately  formed  r 
front  of  the  supposed  position  of  t 
relieving  General  Villepigue.  .Mai 
was  ordered  to  deploy  his  (Fourth 
battalion  as  skirmishers,  which  a 
promptly  executed.  The  Ninth  Arka 
onel  Dunlop,  was  on  my  left,  anJ  T: 
tucky,  Colonel  Thompson,  on  my  rie; 
8eventh  Kentucky,  tinder  Colonel' Cr<>» 
held  in  reserve. 

These  dispositions  being  made,  an 
was  ordered.  Colonel  Thompson  on  thv 
right,  with  a  considerable  interval  b?r 
regiment  and  the  balance  of  the  brip 
purposely  put  in  motion  a  short  time  U 
other  regiments  were  ordered  forw*r 
very  short  time  the  skirmishers  of  the  : 
forces  engaged  each  other.  The  eug 
soon  became  general  On  the  right  ii 
between  Colonel  Thompson,  Third  Kenr: 
what  was  supposed  to  be  two  regiment 
enemy,  posted  on  the  south  side  of  tb> 
R.  R.  was  extremely  animated.  Wbil* 
ing  up  the  Ninth  Arkansas  and  Thirtr- 
Thirty-fifth  Alabama  regiments  in  the 
whence  came  terrific  volleys  of  shell,  p 
canister,  I  sent  a  staff  officer  to  Colonel 
son  to  know  if  he  could  continue  to 
against  the  apparent  odds  opposed  to  1 
was  pressing  steadily  forward,  but  ** 
hensive  bis  right  might  be  turned.  1 
ordered  the  reserve  regiment,  Sevej 
tucky,  to  his  support.  Officers  and  me 
impatient  for  the  order,  and  rushed  im; 
forward,  but  only  reached  the  scene  o 
to  witness  the  flight  of  the  enemy 
Meanwhile  the  left  wing  advanced  tl 
heavy  fire  of  artillery  and  musketry 
the  enemy's  battery  and  the  iufantry 
hind  trenches)  supported  it  The  der 
through  which  we  passed,  while  it  h 
a  partial  protection.  As  we  emergec 
with  an  unbroken  line,  in  full  view  of  t 
in  its  strong  position,  beyond  a  deep  c 
railroad,  not  more  man  sixty  yards  dii 
straight  line,  the  officers  and  men  wen 
ed  to  a  teat  that  it  is  rarely  the  lot  of  a 
They  were  equal  to  the 
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appeared  that  the  entire  line 
t  away.  The  gaps  that  the 
ploughed  through  the  ranks 
ith  the  coolness  and  steadiness 
undred  fields.  On  my  left,  Cap- 
od,  and  Lieutenants  Kennebrow 
illed,  and  Lieutenants  Ken  and 
ti  Arkansas  regiment,  wounded, 
;ht  Captain  Fulton  was  killed, 
chell  and  Lieutenants  Hunter, 
ce,  of  the  Thirty-fifth  Alabama 
jverely  wounded,  bravely  lead- 
example  inspiring  their  men 
unquailing  courage.  In  a  few 
ost  over  a  hundred  men  and 
re  halted  or  hesitated  would 
tain  destruction  upon  my  com- 
I  bayonets  fixed  and  a  charge 
attery.  The  order  was  obeyed 
yells,  and  by  making  a  detour 
)id  the  deep  cut  in  the  railroad, 
;as  was  soon  in  possession  of 
ng  position  (we  had  assaulted 
ine  gun  which  the  enemv  was 
,  closely  followed  by  the  'fhirty- 
der  Colonel  Crump.  After  ad- 
lree  hundred  yards  down  the 
d  and  formed  my  men  and 
i  the  south  side  of  the  railroad, 
position  until  a  fort  and  large 
•  us  was  evacuated,  in  conse- 
t  determined  attack  by  a  por- 
rice's  command,  on  their  rear, 
ing  I  was  ordered  forward,  and 
10  of  battle  in  the  midst  of  the 
of  the  enemy,  and  inside  of  an 
:ended  entirely  around  their  ex- 
;nce. 

ig  of  Saturday,  the  fourth,  the 
idvanced  in  line  of  battle  to- 
rations  of  the  enemy  on  College 
illepigue  on  the  left,  General 
'ht,  in  front,  and  my  own  bri- 
lose  in  the  rear,  as  a  reserve,  to 
both  as  occasion  might  require. 
»*o  or  three  hundred  yards  of 
ind  which  long  lines  of  infantry 
ile  looking  breastworks,  with 
ront,  were  plainly  visible.  The 
most  rapid  fire  from  their  artil- 
ntire  command  sustained  with 
ing  steadiness,  not  an  officer  or 
position  or  exhibiting,  so  far  as 
,  the  least  discomposure.  About 
►'clock  I  moved  my  brigade  to 
ft  of  the  advance  line  occupied 
*n,  who  was  ordered  far  to  the 
d  Villepigue  was  withdrawn  to 
m  of  General  Price's  line,  which, 
lbborn  and  heroic  resistance  to 
numbers,  of  what  was  after- 
be  fresh  troops,  was  wavering, 
time  it  was  announced  by  the 
mimanding,  that  our  friends  on 
m  compelled  to  give  wav  and 
,  and  I  was  ordered  to  fall  back 


to  the  position  first  taken  from  the  enemy,  near 
where  the  road  from  Chewalla  to  Corinth  crosses 
the  railroad,  and  there  form  lino  of  battle  in  the 
most  advantageous  position  to  cover  the  retreat 
of  our  army.  In  perfect  order,  but  as  quickly 
as  possible,  I  selected  a  Ene  of  great  strength, 
with  skirmishers  displayed  on  a  line  a  mile  in 
extent  and  three-quarters  of  a  mile  in  advance 
of  my  main  line,  from  which  I  could  repel  an 
advance  of  the  enemy  upon  the  two  roaas,  and 
the  railroad  leading  to  Corinth,  and  awaited  the 
withdrawal  of  our  forces.  Remaining  exactly 
forty  minutes  after  Colonel  Riley  passea,I  moved 
my  brigade  in  the  direction  taken  by  our  re- 
treating columns  until  I  came  to  the  field  hos- 
pital, where  I  found  eight  wounded  soldiers, 
only  three  of  whom  were  willing  to  be  moved. 
Two  of  them  I  had  carried  beyond  tho  reach  of 
the  enemy  on  litters,  the  third  was  able  to  ride 
on  a  caisson.  I  then  continued  mv  march  with- 
out again  confronting  the  enemy  during  the  en- 
tire retreat.  The  good  conduct  of  officers  and 
men  in  performing  the  responsible  duty  of  rear 
guard  to  a  retreating  army,  cannot  be  too  highly 
commended.  There  was  not  a  semblance  of 
panic  or  disorder,  or  even  unusual  excitement 
during  the  entire  retreat,  upon  which  my  bri- 
gade marched  in  better  order  and  with  more 
deliberation  than  it  had  done  at  all  before,  or 
has  done  since.  The  signal  good  conduct  which 
they  displayed  pn  the  field  of  battle  or  in  the 
face  of  dangers  and  death,  and  the  fortitude 
and  constancy  with  which  they  sustained  them- 
selves afterwards  under  privations  and  hard- 
ships and  sufferings  more  trying  to  the  soldier 
than  the  most  appalling  dangers,  are,  I  trust, 
only  an  earnest  to  the  country  of  what  she  may 
expect  from  them  in  the  future.  In  conclusion, 
it  is  only  necessary  to  say  of  the  Third  Ken- 
tucky, that  ColoAel  Thompson,  and  the  men  and 
officers  under  him,  fully  sustained  the  reputa- 
tion they  had  won  on  other  fields.  The  only 
regret  of  Colonel  Crosslove  and  his  men,  of  the 
Seventh  Kentucky,  when  ordered  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  Third,  was  that  this  regiment  stood 
so  little  in  need  of  it  The  conduct  of  the 
Thirty-fifth  Alabama,  commanded  by  Captain 
Ashford,  though  deprived  by  illness  of  their 
accomplished  Colonel  (Robertson),  could  not 
have  keen  improved  by  the  presence  of  any 
officer.  The  Fourth  Alabama  battalion,  under 
Major  Gibson,  deployed  as  skirmishers,  per- 
formed well  the  part  allotted  to  them.  The 
Ninth  Arkansas,  under  Colonel  Dunlop,  who 
was  conspicuous  for  the  activity  and  gallantry 
displayed  in  keeping  his  men  in  line,  and  mov- 
ing steadily  forward  in  the  face  of  the  deadly 
fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery,  won  the  applause 
and  admiration  of  all  who  witnessed  its  con- 
duct Its  colors  were  borne  by  their  intrepid 
Sergeant,  John  M.  Pearce,  upwards  and  onwards 
without  faltering  during  the  hottest  of  the  fire, 
while  his  comrades  were  falling  thick  and  fast 
around  him.  When  all  behaved  so  well,  the 
commanding  General  will  not  hazard  injustice 
by  mentioning  those  who  particularly  attracted 
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his  notice.  I  regret  that  a  sense  of  duty  to  the 
service  and  of  justice  to  the  balance  of  the 
brigade,  will  not  allow  me  to  bestow  the  same 
unmixed  praise  upon  the  Thirty-first  Alabama 
regiment  A  portion  of  this  regiment,  in  spite 
of  the  gallantry  of  their  Colonel  and  his  efforts 
to  make  them  do  their  duty,  following  the  ex- 
ample of  some  of  its  commissioned  officers,  be- 
liaved  disgracefully.  At  a  most  critical  moment 
it  broke  in  disorder  and  all  efforts  to  restore  it 
were  unavailing.  I  called  the  attention  of  their 
Colonel  to  the  misconduct  of  several  officers, 
whose  example  was  evidently  demoralizing  to 
the  men,  and  ordered  them  to  surrender  their 
swords  and  leave  the  field.  Upon  their  earnest 
entreaties  to  be  tried  again,  I  permitted  them  to 
retain  their  swords  and  remain,  with  the  hope 
and  belief  that  hereafter  their  conduct  may  be 
in  harmony  with  the  brave  members  of*  the 
same  regiments,  whose  conduct  could  not  suffer 
by  comparison  with  other  commanders  in  the 
brigade. 

I  withhold  their  names,  though  there  can  be 
no  controversy  as  to  the  regiments  that  were 
first  in  the  strong  position  abandoned  by  the 
enemy  and  in  possession  of  the  Lady  Richard- 
son, which  in  their  flight  they  left  behind  them. 
It  is  duo  to  the  right  wing  of  General  Boweu's 
admirable  brigade,  the  Twenty-second  Missis- 
sippi, under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lester,  to  ac- 
knowledge that  their  advance  upon  our  left  and 
the  right  of  the  enemy's  battery,  attracted  a 
portion  of  its  fire,  in  concert  with  our  advance 
greatly  facilitated  its  capture,  and  entitles  them 
to  a  full  share  of  the  honor. 

I  would  here  express  my  obligations  to  Cap- 
tain Fall  and  Lieutenants  Anderson,  Avers,  and 
Bertrand,  of  my  staff,  for  the  prompt  and  intel- 
ligent manner  in  which  they  executed  my  or- 
ders. Lieutenant  Sweeny,  in  Command  of  the 
Hudson  battery,  attached  to  my  brigade,  had  no 
opportunity  to  participate  in  the  action,  but 
executed  quickly  and  cheerfully  every  order 
addressed  to  him. 

Casualties  on  the  field  and  upon  the  retreat, 
twenty-five  killed,  one  hundred  and  seventeen 
wounded,  and  eighty-three  missing. 

The  dense  forest  of  heavy  timber  and  thick 
undergrowth,  under  cover  of  which  the  brigade 
advanced  until  within  a  few  rods  of  the  enemy's 
battery,  accounts  for  the  comparatively  small 
number  of  killed  and  wounded. 

A.  Rust, 

Br Igad ier-Gencral ,  commanding  First  Brtpade, 

First  Division,  Army  of  the  District  of  Miss. 

Edward  Ivey, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  and  A.  A.  G. 
REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  JOHN  S.  BOWES". 

HsioQCAKxnm  Thxxd  Brhade,  Loveu'a  Ditwioji,  \ 
Holly  Sprctck,  October  12, 1862.  j 

To  InevkncmUColond  Edward  Ivey,  Assistant 
Adjutant-  General  : 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith 
reports  from  my  several  command*  in  regard  to 


the  part  taken  by  them  in  the  actix*  .--i  ^ 
third,  fourth,  and  fifth  instants,  at  aniii'trCr- 
inth.  It  will  be  seen  that,  passing  over  t>  ; - 
ployments  between  Che  walla  and  the  creek  tt£ 
of  Corinth,  where  the  enemy's  outputs 
driven  in  with  little  or  no  resistance,  th»  l<rr 
gade  first  formed  line  of  battle  to  the  east  of « j. 
press  Creek,  with  Rust's  brigade  on  its  rigi 
and  Yillepigue's  on  the  left.  A  heavy  In*  rj 
skirmishers,  composed  of  the  First  Mifcs: 
regiment  and  the  Mississippi  battalion  of  sbvp 
shooters,  proceeding  in  advance,  supported  h 
the  Twenty-second  and  Fifteenth  Mia&ip:' 
regiment  in  line,  and  the  Sixth  Mississippi  la- 
ment (Colonel  Lbwry),  and  Watson  battery  (fe 
tain  Bursley)  in  reserve. 

The  line  advanced  steadily,  forcing  hack  & 
enemy's  sharpshooters  into  tneir  intrenchine'i 
and  pushing  on,  charged  their  works,  capmrh; 
their  battery  at  the  salient  near  the  railroad, c- 
driving  their  entire  infantry  force  from  ti- 
trenches.  Rust's  and  Yillepigue's  cami&g  i- 
trenches  in  front  of  them  about  the  same  tni- 
rendered  the  work  comparatively  easy  fo:  *; 
brigade.  The  Twenty-second  Mississippi  la- 
ment, Captain  Lester  commanding,  de*-:^ 
special  mention  for  their  gallant  charge  on  Li 
occasion.  The  Mississippi  battalion  of  shoe.- 
shooters,  Captain  Caruthers  commanding,  in- 
conspicuous for  their  coolness  and  cour^.d* 
for  joining  the  Twenty-second  Mississipp  zvr> 
ment  in  the  charge  in  which  they  cap  tan- i  v* 
battery.  The  First  Missouri  regiment  gath  ii: 
in,  charged,  while  deployed  as  skirmisher?,  sji 
drove  the  enemy  from  the  trenches  before  I  rc£ 
reach  the  position  with  the  Fifteenth  Miss* 
sippi  regiment,  which  was  advancing  tora!* 
the  same  point.  The  First  Missouri  n-r- 
ment,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Riley  comman-ix: 
proceeding  onward,  drove  the  enemy  fr- m  c:- 
of  their  encampments  nearly  a  milt  inaft-  •■: 
their  works,  holding  the  same,  under  fire,  e'« 
the  second  line  of  cattle  was  formed,  to*  iri* 
sunset,  for  the  attack  on  the  right  The  eaesj 
having  abandoned  the  works  on  our  riffh:.  :x 
second  line,  above  alluded  to,  advanced  aai  *■ 
cupied  their  encampments,  capturing  i  * 
stragglers  in  the  evening.  On  the  morning  * 
the  fourth,  the  brigade  was  formed  in  accici* 
ance  with  instructions  received  the  nijrht  **- 
fore,  immediately  in  advance  of  the  eito&r- 
ment  occupied,  and  advanced  steadilv  with  Vif 
lepieue  on  its  left  and  Rust  in  reserve.  ti* 
whole  moving  together.  Arriving  within 
hundred  yards  of  a  strong  redoubt,  mppars- 
on  the  right  and  left  by  a  aimil^r  work,  with  s 
formidable  line  of  infantry  intrenched  omr-ii- 
imr  them,  it  was  halted,  and  after  a  prooic.>- 
skirmish,  which  failed  to  develop  the  «*b)  i 
strength  on  the  position,  I  determined,  in  »V 
sence  of  the  Major-General  commanding,  &'  fr •* 
them  more  effectually  and  force  them  t"  *u  -* 
their  strength.  The  Watson  battery  (four 
was  ordered  to  open  on  the  works  imm*li*rc'r 
in  our  front,  and  during  the  second  pmt-j 
answered  by  a  terrific  cannonade  from  the  ru::* 
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"t,  and  front,  convincing  me  that  the  information 
ven  that  there  were  only  three  guns  at  this 
int  was  erroneous,  as  I  had  thus  developed  at 
ist  twenty.   The  battery  was  ordered  to  the 
ar,  and  after  the  firing  abated  slightly  I  moved 
e  brigade  a  short  distance  to  the  rear  near 
ist's  Tine,  in  order  to  take  advantage  of  the 
onnd  and  save  it  from  a  repetition  of  the 
Iling  fire  which  had  opened  upon  them. 
The  brigade's  loss,  during  this  shelling,  was 
K3Ht  fifty  men  killed  and  wounded,  and  the 
hole  command  deserves  special  commendation 
r  their  coolness  under  fire.  After  remaining  for 
►me  time  (two  hours)  in  the  new  position,  our 
drmishers  keeping  up  a  continuous  fire  on  our 
out  and  right,  and  after  Villepiguc  had  repelled 
te  attack  made  on  his  line  and  moved  to  the 
ft,  my  brigade  was  ordered  to  the  rear,  while 
net  formed  line  of  battle  bevond,  at  the  salient 
jar  the  railroad  crossing.   *The  First  Missouri 
»giment,  deployed  as  skirmishers,  covered  the 
sar  of  both  brigades.   The  command,  after  a 
lccessful  evacuation,  camped  at  Chewalla  about 
inset   Detailed,  on  the  morning  of  the  fifth, 
9  the  rear  guard  of  the  army,  the  brigade  left 
8  encampments,  in  rear  of  the  train,  at  about 
m  a.  m.,  marching  slowly,  very  much  annoyed 
ad  delayed  by  the  wagons.   At  twelve  m.,  the 
nemy's  advance  overtook  us,  and  J  formed  line 
f  battle  with  the  Mississippi  battalion  and 
ne  section  of  artillery,  under  Lieutenant  Bar- 
)w,  in  advance,  our  line  then  fronting  the  ene- 
av.   The  attack  was  made  by  their  cavalry  and 
rigorously  repulsed  by  two  companies  of  Jack- 
on 'b  cavalry  and  the  Mississippi  battalion,  and 
heir  rout  completed  by  the  rapid  and  effective 
Ire  of  Lieutenant  Barlow's  section.  Resuming 
he  retreat  we  were  not  again  molested  until 
compelled  to  halt,  for  several  hours,  at  the  Tus- 
mmbia  River  bridge,  allowing  the  wagons  to 
rross.   The  enemy  arrived  at  our  position  near 
:he  bridge  about  sunset   Deploying,  they  en- 
ieavored  to  turn  my  left  in  order  to  cut  me 
>ff  from  the  bridge,  at  the  same  time  advanc- 
ng  strongly  on  my  front  and  centre.  After 
ieavy  skirmishing,  well  maintained  on  both 
rides,  and  some  artillery  firing  by  the  enemy, 
hey  advanced  boldly  in  front  of  my  centre, 
opposite  the  Fifteenth  Mississippi  regiment 
taking  command  of  this  regiment  in  person,  I 
idvanced  it  about  fifteen  paces,  and  then  poured 
%  deliberate,  well-aimed,  and  simultaneous  vol- 
ley.  This  fire,  which  was  handsomely  seconded 
fc>y  several  rounds  of  canister  by  Binley's  first 
section  under  Lieutenant  Toledano,  on  our  im- 
mediate right,  which  enfiladed  their  line,  followed 
ap  by  a  rapid,  well-aimed,  and  continuous 
file  fire  from  the  Fifteenth  Mississippi  regiment, 
must  have  proved  destructive,  as  tno  advance 
was  not  only  thus  checked,  but  their  whole 
force  fled  from  the  field.   I  then  crossed  the 
Tuscumbia  at  my  leisure,  tore  up  and  burnt  the 
bridge,  obstructed  the  ford  near  by,  and  joined 
the  division  about  three  miles  beyond.  My  loss 
in  the  action  of  the  Tuscumbia  was  two  or  three 


killed  and  eight  or  ten  wounded.  This  brigade 
was  subsequently  detailed  as  the  rear  guard  of 
the  army,  but  had  no  other  engagement  with 
the  enemy.  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  here- 
with a  full  list  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  miss- 
ing in  the  three  days'  actions  alluded  to.  The 
officers  of  my  staff  were  present,  and  untiring  in 
the  discharge  of  their  respective  duties.  In 
addition  to  the  assistance  given  by  my  Adjutant- 
General,  Captain  Hutchinson,  my  Inspector- 
General,  Captain  Percy,  and  Lieutenant  Carter, 
Aide-de-Camp,  I  am  indebted  to  Caldwell,  of  the 
Watson  battery,  for  bearing  orders  in  the  field. 
All  of  these  gentlemen  were  conspicuous  for 
coolness  and  courage  during  the  action,  and  on 
the  retreat 

In  closing,  I  would  call  the  attention  \>f  the 
division  commander  to  the  unexampled  courage 
and  endurance  displayed  by  the  troops,  who, 
under  hardships  and  privations  which  can  only 
be  appreciated  by  those  who  experienced  them, 
never  faltered  in  the  discharge  of  their  arduous 
duties.  The  exceptions  mentioned  in  the  report 
of  Colonel  Farrel,  Fifteenth  Mississippi  regiment, 
were  conspicuous  in  a  brigade  which  acted  so 
well  that  they  deserve  to  bo  immediately  pun- 
ished. I  know  of  no  better  way  of  rewarding 
the  two  thousand  bravo  men  than  by  casting 
out  the  two  or  three  cowards  who  happen  to  be 
among  them.  I,  therefore,  recommend  that 
Second  Lieutenant  S.  T.  Clark,  Company  A,  Fif- 
teenth Mississippi  regiment,  bo  dismissed  in 
disgrace,  and  that  Corporal  Bennett,  and  privates 
Applegate  and  Spiney,  Company  B,  be  drummed 
out  of  the  service,  and  their  names  published 
with  the  sentence  attached. 
Very  respectfully, 

John  S.  Bo  wen. 
Brigadier -General,  oommandlDg. 

REPORT  OF  DRIGADIEB-OENERAL  TOLEPIGUE. 

Djeadquakieks  Second  Briqadk,  Font  Dmoov,) 
Akmt  op  District  op  tot  Mmpbctppl  >• 
October  U,  1861  J 

Lieuten ant-Colonel  Edward  Ivey%  Assistant  Ad- 
jukmt-Gmeral,  First  Division,  Army  Dis- 
tinct of  Hie  Mississippi : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honsr  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  operations  of  the  Second 
brigade,  in  the  actions  before  Corinth,  on  the 
third  and  fourth  instants  : 

In  approaching  Corinth,  on  the  third  instant, 
the  Second  brigade  was  iu  advance.  An  outpost 
of  the  enemy  was  met  about  five  miles  from  the 
fortress,  and  driven  into  the  outer  intrench- 
inents  without  much  opposition.  On  reaching  a 
creek  about  three  miles  from  the  fortress,  and 
I  quite  near  the  outer  intrenchments,  the  march  of 
the  column  was  delayed  for  some  time  by  the 
enemy's  artillery,  and  from  the  bridge  over  the 
creek  having  been  destroyed.  The  passage, 
however,  was  effected  in  good  time,  and  the  bri- 
gade was  engaged  in  heavy  skirmishing  with 
the  enemy  until  the  other  brigades  of  the 
,  division  had  crossed  and  taken  up  their  posi- 
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the  dense  thickness  of  the  undergrowth.  I  had 
lost  sight  of  all  of  my  regiments  except  the 
Thirty-third  Mississippi;  so  that  after  captur- 
ing the  intrenchments,  considerable  time  elapsed 
before  my  scattered  regiments  could  be  collected 
and  the  fine  re-formed.  During  the  rent  of  the 
day  the  brigade  was  engaged  in  executing 
orders  from  the  Major-Gcneral  commanding  the 
division,  but  was  not  actively  engaged  with  the 
enemy.  Early  the  following  morning,  the  brigade 
advanced  as  directed  until  under  the  fire  of  the 
enemy's  artillery,  which,  together  with  the  fire 
from  the  enemy 'a  Bhorpshoi  iters,  was  very  heavy, 
causing  many  casualties.  Under  the  circum- 
stances, the  conduct  of  the  troops  was  excellent, 
and  could  not  be  surpassed.  Later  in  the  morn- 
ing it  became  necessary  to  fall  1>uck  from  this 
advanced  position,  to  defeat  an  attempt  of  the 
enemy  to  turn  my  left  flank,  which  was  accom- 
plished in  good  order,  and  the  enemy  repulsed 
in  gallant  Btyle,  and  with  considerable  loss.  This 
last  action  having  caused  the  whole  left  wing  of 
the  army  to  attack  the  enemy's  right,  the  enemy 
did  not  again  appear  in  my  immediate  front, 
and  the  brigade  remained  idle  until  ordered 
across  the  railroad  to  cover  the  movements  of 
the  left  wing  of  the  army,  which  had  been  with- 
drawn. While  performing  this  service,  the 
enemy's  cavalry  once  appeared  in  sight,  and  it 
became  necessary  to  disperse  them,  which  was 
done  by  Major  6.  0.  Watts,  by  a  few  rounds 
from  one  of*  his  batteries.  I  wish  to  mention 
for  conspicuous  gallantry  Colonel  D.  W.  Hurst, 
Thirty-third  Mississippi"  regiment,  who  drove 
the  enemy  from  their  intrenchments,  at  the  head 
of  his  regiment,  with  empty  guns;  Colonel  W. 
B.  Shelby,  Thirty-ninth  Mississippi  regiment, 
who  rallied  his  men  at  great  pernonal  risk  from 
a  partial  disorder  into  which  they  had  b«-en 
thrown  by  a  flank  fire  of  the  enemy.   The  fol- 


one  cavalry.  On  the  morning  of 
we  moved,  at  daylight,  from  01 
Chcwalla  to  attack  the  enemy  in  ( 
division  was  formed  in  line  of 
Walker's  house,  north  of  the  ) 
Charleston  Railroad.  Moure b  brig 
right  resting  near  the  railroad;  Phi 
was  formed  on  Moore's  left,  extendii 
divisiou  ;  ami  Cabell's  brigade  wai 
serve.  The  line  faced  Corinth  and 
advanced  line  of  intrenchueuti 
The  sharpshooters  of  Moure'i 
brigades,  under  Colonels  Rogers, 
Bridges,  soon  became  briskly  t 
those  of  the  enemy,  and  forced  il 
their  intrenchments.  At  ten  jl 
line  moved  forward,  and  the  strui 
the  enemy  were  carried  without  \ 
and  Phifer  at  once  pushed  on  tow 
pursuit  of  the  retreating  enemy, 
a  Little  more  than  a  mile  of  the  t 
halted.  Moore  was  moved  tows 
unite  with  the  line  of  General  Lo 
advancing  along  the  south  side 
and  Charleston  Railroad,  and  sou 
heavy  force  of  the  enemy,  whoi 
contest,  he  drove  before  him. 
he  was  reinforced  by  two  regit 
brigade,  under  Colonels  John* 
The  advance  was  then  resumed, 
became  hotly  engaged  with  the 
ing  a  field-work,  or  intrenched 
carried  by  assault,  capturing  t 
stores.  Phifer,  advancing,  wa 
Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad  by 
the  enemy,  whom,  after  an  otlsi 
tended  with  a  heavy  loss  011 1 101 
back  into  Corinth,  and  was  tbor 
left  resting  within  four  lminl 
Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad,  hit*  r 
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iug  position,  being  thrown  by  Captain 
her  too  far  beyond  his  support,  was 
anS  captured  by  the  enemy's  sharp- 
Captain  Tobin  was  made  prisoner  at 
time.  At  daylight  all  of  those  guns 
fidrawn,  and  the  fire  of  the  division 
bained  by  the  sharpshooters  only,  who, 
L  incessantly,  under  Rodgers,  Sherman, 
es,  harassed  the  enemy.  I  had  been 
}  await  the  attack  of  Hebert's  division 
c  before  advancing  to  storm  the  town. 
*  nine  o'clock  the  firing  upon  my  left  be- 
•p,  and  Moore  and  Phifer  were  at  once 
Cabell's  brigade  was  moved  closer 
eld  in  reserve.  In  a  few  minutes  the 
ccamc  general  along  the  whole  line  of 
of  the  West ;  and  Cabell's  brigade  was 
i  to  support  of  Gates'  brigade,  the  next 
6  left  The  brigades  of  Generals  Moore, 
id  Cabell  were  gallantly  led  by  their 
irs  to  the  assault  of  the  enemy's  work 
;art  of  Corinth.  They  carried  them, 
heir  colors  within  them,  drove  the 
»m  them,  and  held  them  until  forced 
the  overwhelming  reserves  of  the 
The  division  was  then  re-formed  and 
back  to  encamp  near  Che  walla.  Next 
t  moved  towards  Pocahontas.  When 
e  miles  of  Davis'  bridge,  couriers  from 
Virt  Adams,  who  had  been  guarding 
apprised  us  that  the  enemy  was  ao> 
in  force  to  seize  it  before  we  could 
'oore's  brigade,  now  reduced  to  about 
Hired  men,  was  pushed  forward,  and 
St  Louis  battery  and  two  guns  taken 
enemy  at  Corinth  (all  under  Major 
orders),  marched  across  the  bridges 
d  with  the  view  of  storming  the  heights 
oras ;  but  they  were  too  few  and  too 
3  enemy's  artillery  and  infantry,  already 
hi,  swept  them  away  and  were  close 
bridge  before  Phifer's  brigade,  com- 
>y  Colonel  Ross,  could  cross  and  form 
them.  (We  lost  four  of  our  guns  here.) 
'emainea  for  us  now  but  to  dispute  the 
passage  over  tho  bridge,  and  to  hold 
eck  as  long  as  possible.  This  was  gal- 
lo  for  more  than  an  hour  by  the  rem- 
\f oore's,  Phifer's,  and  Cabell's  brigades, 
le  batteries  of  Hogg,  Sengstack,  Daw- 
i tenant  Moore  and  Lieutenant  Miles, 
nded  by  Major  Burnett  They  were 
rdered.to  retire  and  take  up  a  position 
ie  timber.  This  was  done  in  good  or- 
the  enemy  not  advancing,  the  whole 
was  withdrawn  and  put  upon  the 
another  route,  our  rear  being  covered 
id  Villepigue's  brigade.  Last  night 
on  bivouacked  at  this  point  I  enclose 
tho  reports  of  the  several  brigade 
ers,  and  refer  you  to  them  for  more 
accounts  of  these  actions  than  I  can 
ian  bear  honest  testimony  to  the  fidelity 
of  the  officers  and  troops  under  my 
.  The  instances  of  gallant  conduct 
:lude  too  many  for  me  to  mention  here. 


But  there  are  two  men  of  humble  rank  whose 
conspicuous  courage  and  energy  at  Davis'  bridge 
attracted  general  attention  ana  admiration.  One 
is  Earnest  Goolah,  chief  bugler  of  Ross'  regi- 
ment ;  the  other  is  Benjamin  J.  Chandler,  a  pri- 
vate of  Company  C,  Slemm's  cavalry.  I  recom- 
mend tflem  to  the  most  favorable  considerations 
of  the  General  commanding  as  worthy  t.f  tho 
honors  due  to  conspicuous  courage  upon  the 
battle-field.  My  staff  officers  were  always  prompt, 
intelligent,  and  gallant 

I  enclose  tho  reports  of  our  losses.  You  will 
observe  that  they  have  been  very  heavy.  But, 
sir,  we  remember  that  our  noble  dead  fell  in  tho 
streets  and  in  tho  innermost  fortifications  of 
Corinth,  and  that  our  torn  colors  have  floated 
in  triumph  over  the  very  stronghold  of  the  foe. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully  yours, 

Dabney  H.  Maury, 
Major-General,  command  Lug  Division. 

(Official  copy.) 

M  ACER  AN, 

Assistant  Adjntant-Gcnpral. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  GREEN. 

October  10,  1S62. 

Acting  Adjutant- General,  Army  of  tiuo  West : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  part  taken  by  that  portion  of 
the  army  under  my  command  in  the  recent  en- 
gagement at  Corinth : 

On  the  morning  of  the  third  instant,  being  in 
command  of  the  Third  brigade  of  the  FirBt  di- 
vision, commanded  by  Brigadier-General  Ile- 
bert,  I  was  ordered  to  take  position  ou  the  left 
of  the  Fourth  brigade,  forming  a  line  in  front  of 
and  about  three  or  four  hundred  yards  from  the 
enemy's  outer  breastworks.  Scarcely  was  the 
line  formed  when  the  enemy  opened  upon  us 
with  great  fierceness  a  fire  of  shell  and  grape, 
doing  us,  however,  but  little  harm — wounding 
a  few  men.  About  twelve  o'clock  we  were  or- 
dered to  advance;  our  skirmishers  being  in 
front  of  our  lines,  soon  drove  the  enemy's  skir- 
mishers inside  of  the  fortifications,  where  they 
endeavored  to  make  a  stand,  and  opened  upon 
us  with  musketry.  We  continued  to  advance 
rapidly  ;  tho  enemy  fled  and  we  took  possession 
of  the  fortifications.  Tho  order  being  still  to 
move  forward,  we  moved  in  line  until  we  came 
to  an  open  field,  where  the  enemy  opened  upon 
us  a  murderous  fire  from  two  batteries  placed 
upon  a  hill  beyond.  I  halted  the  brigade  and 
ordered  Captains  LandiB  and  Geuber,  with  their 
batteries,  to  take  position  and  fire  upon  the  ene- 
my. We  here  had  a  brisk  artillery  fight  which 
lasted  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour.  Our  bat- 
teries having  driven  those  of  the  enemy  from 
their  position,  I  then  advanced  my  brigade  until 
I  came  to  another  field  where  I  found  the  enemy 
in  line,  under  the  cover  of  a  fence  on  the  far 
side  of  the  field,  awaiting  our  approach.  Here 
we  saw  danger  ahead,  with  a  battery  and  a  line 
of  infantry  firing  upon  us  from  the  left,  and  a 
heavy  tire  in  front  We  moved  forward  at 
double-quick  across  the  open  field  to  meet  the 
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fiiemy.  Here  was  an  unceasing  fire  of  mus- 
ketry for  about  une  hour  and  a  half,  and  as  we 
would  break  the  lines  of  the  enemy  they  would 
bring  fresh  troops.  I  sent  to  Colonel  Gates, 
whose  brigade  was  not  engaged,  to  try  and  re- 
lieve us  of  tho  cross-fire  on  the  left,  which  ho 
did  by  sending  to  my  support  the  Second  Mis- 
souri infantry,  Colonel  Cockerel  commanding. 
We  then  soon  succeeded  in  driving  the  enemy 
from  the  field,  but  not  until  we  had  lost  many 
brave  and  gallant  officers  and  soldiers.  During 
this  engagement  I  was  enabled  to  see  the  whole 
length  of  my  brigade,  consisting  of  three  Mis- 
souri and  two  Mississippi  regiments,  and  lam 
proud  to  say  there  was  no  faltering,  but  all 
seemed  eager  fur  the  combat.  And  nobly  did 
they  sustain  it;  no  troops  could  have  done  bet- 
ter, nor  could  I  distinguish  between  tho  regi- 
ments which  behaved  the  most  gallantly  ;  each 
•lid  vigorously  the  work  assigned  it.  In  this 
charge  we  lost  largely  in  officers.  Colonels  Er- 
win  and  McFarland  and  Lieutenant-Colonels 
Terrell  and  Hcdgcspeth  were  wounded.  Col- 
onel Fcrrell  fell  while  urging  his  men  forward ; 
lie  was  at  least  twenty  yards  in  advance  of  his 
command.  I  fear  he  will  never  agaiu  be  able  to 
take  the  field.  In  him  we  lose  a  gallant  officer. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Leigh  of  the  Forty-third 
Mississippi  fell  while  gallantly  leading  his  wing 
of  the  regiment.  Major  McQuiddy  was  se- 
verely wounded.  Major  Vaughn,  of  the  Sixth 
Missouri,  was  killed.  While  leading  this  charge 
several  officers  of  the  line  were  killed,  among 
whom  were  the  following :  Captain  Taylor, 
Captain  McKinnoy,  and  Captain  Graves. 

After  the  enemy  fell  back  and  tho  firing 
ceased,  we  gathered  up  tho  wounded  and  ad- 
vanced our  Tines  some  two  hundred  yards  be- 
yond where  the  enemy  had  fought  us,  and  Blept 
on  our  arms  all  night. 

About  daylight,  leaving  our  skirmishers  out, 
we  fell  back  about  one  hundred  yards  under 
cover  of  the  hill,  in  order  to  get  some  refresh- 
ments. Before  we  were  done  eating  the  enemy 
opened  their  batteries  upon  us  most  furiously. 

Just  at  this  time  I  received  a  message  from 
General  Ilehert  informing  me  that  he  waa  una- 
ble to  take  the  field,  and  that  the  command  of 
the  division  would  devolve  upon  me ;  in  a  few 
minutes  I  received  an  order  from  General  Price 
placing  me  in  command. 

The  command  of  the  Third  brigade  now  de- 
volved upon  Colonel  Moore  of  the  Forty-third 
Mississippi  regiment 

At  the  time  of  assuming  command  I  found 
the  brigades  placed  as  follows :  the  Third  bri- 
gade on  the  left  of  General  Phifer,  its  left  rest- 
ing near  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad ;  First 
brigade  (Colonel  Gates)  on  its  left,  fronting  the 
railroad ;  tho  Fourth  brigade  (Colonel  McLean) 
on  its  left ;  and  the  Second  brigade  (Colonel  Cob- 
bert)  in  reserve.  I  immediately  sent  for  the  Sec- 
ond brigade  and  placed  it  in  line  where  the 
Third  was,  and  held  the  Third  in  reserve.  In 
this  position  we  skirmished  for  a  short  time 
with  tho  enemy.  Receiving  ^o>rA  from  tyfaroftV 


McLean  (commanding  Fourth  bri^:?.  £; 
there  was  danger  of  his  left  being  icr.cir 
the  enemy,  and  that  if  attempted  k» 
unable  to  prevent  it,  I  ordered  th*  fed  * 
move  to  the  left  of  the  Fnurtn,  pkri^fc 
Third  in  its  original  position.  I  thcc.ffrndj 
forward  movement,  directing  the  Secoad  d  1 
Fourth  to  move  forward  in  echek'n,tbrcia| 
the  left  forward  so  as  to  come  to  acbnjst 
the  same  time  of  the  right 

At  the  time  I  ordered  the  forward  nmaufi 
I  sent  for  reinforcements,  believing  that  n 
would  need  them,  for  I  could  see  theeneoybd 
two  lines  of  fortifications  bristling  withii 
lery  and  strongly  supported  by  infantr.  Or 
lines  moved  acrosB  the  railroad,  ataoag 
slowly  and  steadily,  our  skirmisher*  c-'auqr 
fighting  with  those  of  the  enemy,  dmi* 
them  back.  When  within  about  two  foafoi 
yards  the  command  was  ordered  t»  dap 
at  a  double-quick.  The  whole  line  no* 
forward  with  great  rapidity.  Officers  vA  && 
all  seemed  eager  to  be  foremost  in  rachisffe 
fortifications,  but  it  was  a  hard  nad  to  wi 
climbing  over  logs,  brush,  and  fallen  tafe, 
while  masked  batteries  of  the  enemy 
upon  us  at  almost  every  step  with  jcrea:  wri- 
ter, but  nothing  daunted  the  divisions  presni 
forward.  The  First  brigade  (Colond  Gale*  g* 
manding)  arriving  at  the  fortificatinnBdrortfc 
enemy  from  their  iutrenchmeutfl,  takii|  ate 
forty  nieces  of  artillery.  The  Fourth  and  sktd 
brigades  having  worse  roads,  and  the  dim* 
being  greater,  only  a  portion  of  them  were  ih 
to  reach  the  intrencliments,  and  the  left  feci 
in  danger  of  being  outflanked,  fell  back,  U» 
tenant  Colonel  Maupin  of  the  Firet  Mi**' 
cavalry  (serving  as  infantry),  fell  while  pBs$ 
leading  nis  regiment  iu  the  charge  on  uk» 
mys  fortifications,  bearing  his  tepBod 
colors.  Colonel  Moore,  I  fear,  was  n.^ 
wounded  while  leading  the  Third  brigade 
charge  in  town ;  he  fell  near  the  depot  ad 
loft  on  the  field. 

Colonel  McLean  commanding  Fourth  bncii 
was  severely  wounded  in  the  chargf.  VIikc 
McQuiddy,  who  was  wounded  on  the  day  W.« 
in  the  arm,  but  would  not  leave  his  c  >mraia& 
(Third  Missouri  cavalry),  was  severely  w-Hindrf 
in  the  thigh.  Major  Yates,  of  the  thirsy-Rii 
Mississippi,  was  also  wounded,  as  was  aisoC* 
onel  Pritcliard,  of  the  Third  Missouri  mfcntrr 
Reinforcements  again  being  sent  for.  Gfuen 
Cabell  came  up  with  his  brigade,  but  before  b 
could  get  to  the  fortifications,  Colonel  Gates'  * 
munition  was  exhausted  and  he  fell  back.  Tfc 
fire  then  became  terrific  General  Cabell  *i 
unable  to  retake  the  fortifications,  and  the  whd 
line  fell  back  on  the  hill,  in  rear  of  the  baflww 
Here  I  received  orders  to  move  the  diriao 
back  on  the  hill  beyond  the  Memphis  id 
Charleston  Railroad.  Before  reaching  thi 
point,  I  received  an  order  to  continue  the  naxt 
until  further  orders. 

We  encamped  early  in  the  evening  on  ft 
iTA^ht  of  tho  road  opposite.    Sunday  moraizg 
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3Bume  the  march,  marching  in 
red  Maury's  division.  Before 
itchie,  I  received  an  order  to 
that  General  Maury's  division 
)  enemy  on  the  Hatchie,  and 
."   I  pushed  forward  as  rapidly 

possibly  travel ;  when  we  ar- 
arc  found  General  Cabell's  force 
;ood  order.   I  was  ordered  to 

of  a  road  in  a  field,  behind  a 

out  skirmishers,  who  soon  en- 
ic  enemy,  and  drove  them  back, 
ade  came  upon  a  body  of  the 
ers,  cliarged  and  repulsed  them, 
for  about  half  an  hour,  the  enc- 
■ry  minute  expecting  to  move 
cad,  we  received  orders  to  "  fall 

did  without  any  interruption 
•ugh  they  still  continued  throw- 
had  been  doing  all  the  time; 
or  four  men  slightly  wounded, 
ud  to  move  my  division  out  on 
.oad."  At  the  crossing  of  the 
■ed  orders  to  proceed  to  the 

bivouack  for  the  night,  which 
j  the  road  towards  Pocahontas, 
lets  to  give  notice  of  the  ap- 
nemy.  The  next  morning  I  re- 
i  in  good  order  towards  Ripley, 
and  on  the  retreat,  both  officers 
e  shown  themselves  as  brave  as 
ie  could  desire.  All  did  tJieir 
ere  I  to  particularize  I  would 

to  begin.  I  cannot,  however, 
mowledging  my  obligations  to 
Pittnian,  for  his  promptness  in 
er  through  the  held  when  the 

seemed  filled  with  shot,  shell, 
ter;  also  to  Major  Theo.  John- 
is  voluntary  aid,  and  who  con- 
th  great  despatch  through  the 
ordless  of  danger, 
lectfully, 

obedient  servant, 

Martin  E.  Greek. 
Igadicr-Ueuorol,  commanding  Division. 

BRIGADIER-GENERAL  CABELL. 

IlRADQrARTEBfl  CaKKLL?8  BhOUNC.  ) 

ILtrBY'8  Diylsiox,  October  10,  1662.  J 

ree,  Assistant  Adjutant-Qmeral, 
vision : 

ive  the  honor  to  report  the  part 
command  in  the  engagements 
)u  the  third  and  fourth,  and  at 
Ige,  on  the  fifth  instant 
msisted  of  the  Eighteenth,  Nine- 
th,  and  Twenty-firBt  Arkansas 
j'  battalion  of  Arkansas  volun- 
battalion  of  sharpshooters,  and 
ttery,  under  Lieutenant  Hogg. 
»  were  small*  making  an  aggre- 
hundred  and  sixty-seven  (1,367) 
On  the  third  instant,  in  obedi- 
frora  Brigadier-General  Maury, 
vision,  my  brigade,  after  cross- 


ing the  Mississippi  and  Charleston  Railroad,  was 
held  in  reserve  to  support  the  brigades  of  Gen- 
erals Moore  and  Phifer,  that  was  ordered  to  ad- 
vance and  attack  the  enemy.   I  remained  with- 
in supporting  distance  of  tile  two  brigades  with 
my  whole  brigade  until  half-past  three  o'clock, 
when  I  was  ordered  to  send  two  regiments  to 
support  General  Moore  on  the  right.   I  sent,  at 
once,  the  Nineteenth  Arkansas  regiment,  under 
Colonel  Dockcy,  and  the  Twentieth  Arkansas, 
under  Colonel  II.  P.  Johnson,  who  became,  after 
arriving  on  the  field  of  battle,  quickly  engaged 
with  the  enemy,  driving  the  enemy  before  them 
with  great  loss ;  our  loss  b'-ing  small,  not  over 
five  killed  and  ten  wounded  in  each  regiment 
After  these  regiments  had  been  sent  off,  I  re- 
ceived an  order  from  the  division  commander 
to  move,  with  the  remainder  of  my  brigade,  to 
the  support  of  General  Phil'er.    This  order 
was  obeyed  promptly.    After  arriving  on  the 
field  I  found  General  Phiffr's  brigade,  although 
much  exhausted  from  heat  and  diibt,  had  driven 
the  enemy  within  less  than  eight  hundred  (800) 
yards  of  their  breastworks  around  the  city  of 
Corinth.   I  immediatolv  formed  my  line  of  bat- 
tle, threw  my  skirmishers  to  the  front,  and  en- 
gaged the  enemy's  skirmishers,  which  enabled 
General  Phifer  to  withdraw  his  brigade.  After 
his  brigade  had  been  withdrawn,  I  advanced 
with  my  skirmishers,  fighting  the  enemy  as  far 
as  I  deemed  it  prudent  with  the  small  force  I 
lead.   I  therefore  contented  myself  with  hold- 
ing the  position  I  had,  and  watching  the  move- 
ments of  the  euemy,  my  skirmishers  in  the 
meantime  keeping  up  a  brisk  fire  with  the  ene- 
my's sharpshooters.   I  am  confident  they  did 
terrible  execution  with  the  enemy's  skirmishers. 
I  then  captured  two  fine  ambulances  and  nine 
prisoners ;  the  enemy  during  this  time  kept  up 
a  constant  fire  of  grape  and  canister,  which, 
although  furious,  did  but  little  harm,  as  my  loss 
was  only  two  privates  killed  and  five  wounded. 
I  was  here  struck  myself  on  the  foot  with  a 
spent  Minnie  ball,  which  gave  me  a  great  deal 
of  pain  at  the  time,  but  did  not  disable  me. 
About  sundown,  after  the  enemy  had  drawn  all 
their  infantry  and  artillery  inside  the  inner 
works,  I  received  an  order  to  report,  with  my 
brigade,  to  General  Ilebert,  on  the  extreme  left, 
to  guard  the  crossing  of  a  road  leading  from  the 
Purdy  road  across  to  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Rail- 
road.  I  reported,  as  directed,  to  General  He- 
bert,  who  gave  me  the  necessary  instructions, 
and  ordered  me  (by  the  consent  of  General 
Armstrong)  to  retain  a  section  of  Kink's  artil- 
lery and  Colonel  McCulloeh's  regiment  of  cav- 
alry.  After  making  such  a  disposition  of  the 
forces  under  mv  command,  placing  out  my  pick- 
ets to  watch  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  and 
protect  our  left  from  a  flank  movement  of  the 
enemy,  I  remained  there  until  seven  o'clock 
a.  m.,  on  the  fourth,  wheu  1  was  ordered  by 
General  Hebert  to  move  up  and  report  to  Gen- 
eral Green,  to  whom  he  had  (being  sick)  turned 
over  the  command  of  the  division.   I  moved 
up,  as  ordered,  and  reported  to  General  Green 
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who  ordered  mo  to  remain  in  supporting  dis- 
tance of  his  brigade,  at  the  same  time  informing 
me  that  I  would  be  subject  to  orders  from  my 
own  division  commander,  Brigadier-General 
Maury.  A  short  time  had  elapsed  before  I 
received  an  order  from  General  Maury  to  move 
as  near  General  Phifer  as  I  could,  taking  advan- 
tage of  the  ground  to  protect  my  men  from  a 
terrific  fire  of  artillery,  which  I  was  exposed  to 
from  a  battery  of  the  enemy  on  the  south  side 
of  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad.  I  placed  my 
brigade  on  the  side  of  a  hill  protecting  them  as 
much  as  possible  from  this  furious  discharge  of 
grape,  canister,  and  shell,  that  was  kept  up  with- 
out a  moment's  cessation,  sufficient  to  demoral- 
ize any  troops  except  such  as  the  troops  which 
composed  my  brigade.  This  was  within  less 
than  seven  hundred  (700)  yards  of  the  breast- 
works and  the  town  of  Corinth,  where  the  First 
Missouri  brigade,  under  Colonel  Gates,  was 
hotly  engaged.  About  eleven  o'clock  a.  m.,  I 
received  an  order  from  General  Maury,  deliv- 
ered by  Captain  Floworree,  Adjutant-General, 
to  move  rapidly  to  the  support  of  Colonel  Gates, 
who  had  entered  the  enemy's  breastworks  and 
could  not  hold  it  for  the  want  of  ammunition. 
This  order  was  received  with  a  shout  by  the 
whole  brigade,  who  had  stood  this  terrible 
cannonading  for  more  than  an  hour.  Imme- 
diately after  receiving  the  order,  I  moved  by 
the  left  flank,  at  double-quick,  until  I  crossed 
the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad.  After  crossing 
the  railroad,  through  a  terrible  fire  of  artillery, 
I  faced  to  the  front  and  moved  on  the  enemy's 
works,  the  left  in  the  open  field  and  the  right 
and  centre  through  a  skirt  of  woods  about  fifty 
yards  wide,  expecting  to  find  the  Missouri  bri- 
gade. This  brigade  had,  however,  fallen  back, 
taking  a  road  on  my  extreme  right.  Instead  of 
meeting  the  Missouri  brigade  as  I  had  been  in- 
formed I  would,  I  found  the  enemy  in  line  of 
battle  just  outside  of  the  timber,  and  about 
three  hundred  yards  in  front  of  the  breastworks. 
My  left  became  engaged  at  once,  after  facing  to 
the  front,  and  the  whole  line  iu  a  few  minutes 
afterwards,  when  I  gave  the  word  14  charge."  As 
soon  as  the  command  was  given,  the  whole 
line  moved  at  double-quick,  almost  as  one  man, 
shouting  44  Butler,"  and  driving  them  until  they 
reached  the  crest  of  the  enemy's  breastworks, 
where  a  greater  force  than  I  had  driven  in 
sprang  up,  delivering  a  tremendous  volley  in 
the  very  faces  of  tho  greater  part  of  my  whole 
line,  which  was  at  that  time  subject  to  fire,  from 
the  left  front  of  the  bastion  near  the  college,  as 
well  as  to  the  artillery  fire  from  the  battery  on 
the  south  side  of  the  railroad,  and  on  the  left  of 
the  work  charged.  A  part  of  the  Twentieth 
Arkansas  regiment,  under  Colonel  Johnson,  went 
over  the  works  inside  of  Corinth.  11 10  numbers 
of  the  enemy  being  so  great  in  front,  at  the 
same  time  being  exposed  to  such  a  dreadful 
cross  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery  on  mv  flanks 
and  rear,  that  my  men  were  compelled  to  fall  back 
with  a  very  heavy  loss  of  killed  and  wounded, 
officers  uiul  men. 
The  courage  and  dating  ol  my  mca^Yio 


the  enemy  down  in  their  trenches,  ib  t-rtr  u 
praise ;  the  ground  in  front  of  the  h-ie\i  n 
was  literally  covered  with  the  dead  acl  nod*: 
of  both  friend  and  foe,  the  killed  and  vr-jJui 
of  the  enemy  being  nearly,  if  DotfnUr.p.j;, 
one.   Those  left  presented  the  appanage 
men  nearly  whipped,  and  convinced  me  tks 
was  nothing  but  their  rriuforcenwLUiiciq* 
rior  numbers  that  kept  them  from  a  Ual  rat 
My  loss,  in  officers  especially,  was.  I  rcgM  » 
say,  very  great  at  this  time ;  a  great  max.},  to 
officers  and  privates,  were  wounded  and  tfa 
prisoners.   I  lost  here  three  brave  and  v-hiii 
field  officers  killed— Colonel  H.  P.  Mi#.ca£ 
Major  Dane  \V.  Jones,  Twentieth  irfaai 
regiment,  and  Major  Dowdle,  Twentt-fira  is- 
kansas,  and  Colonel  Daly,  Eighteenth  An** 
mortally  wounded  (since  dead).  Liecuunft 
onel  Matheny,  Twenty-first  .Arkansas,  tmicK 
Captain  Lynch,  Eighteenth  Ark&noi«,ttlCi 
tain  Atkins,  Rapley's  battalion,  twojgalaid 
cers,  were  killed.   Colonel  Cravens.  Twckt-ss 
Arkansas,  acted  nobly,  and  had  his  fata**! 
under  him.    Olonel  Dockey,  LieuteicE^ 
onel  Disuuke,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fle:chtf.Jfr 
jor  Williams,  and  Major  Wilson.  JLmr.fi  ' 
themselves  by  their  gallantry  and  dariuf :  w 
Captain  Ash  ford,  who  commanded  theUsL- 
of  sharpshooters  (Major  Rapley  being  ate 
sick).   After  being  repulsed  by  aa  ovcrttfc 
ing  force,  I  received  an  order  to  lifl  as 
with  what  was  left  of  my  brigade,  wisL  a 
remainder  of  the  army,  which  I  diiL&iw* 
the  knapsacks  and  blankets  I  could  lii* 
to  the  camp  on  Che  walla,  on  the  «ou(h 
the  Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad,  i» 
we  remained  until  the  morning  of  the  ifo  < 
only  numbered,  all  told,  on  the  moniitf 
fifth,  previous  to  marching  to  I^vb'  tog 
across  the  Hatchie  River,  five  hundred  ttJ5? 
(550)  men.   Mine  was  the  rear  brigade  it » 
division,  and  was,  owing  to  the  order  «f 
of  that  day,  some  distance  in  rear  of  tfce*i^ 
brigade,  which  became  engaged  with  a p*? 
superior  force  of  the  enemy  imra^i*!**^ 
crossing  the  Hatchie  River.  Wla-n  * 
nonadiug  was  first  heard  in  froi:t.  I  w4»/r* 
crossing  the  Tuscumbia  River.a  dista^J^ 
miles.  I  received  an  order  from  Gv»£»  K 
while  crossing  the  river,  to  moveraw*;'  * 
front  to  the  support  of  General  JM* 
forward,  Chen,  as  rapidly  as  pw*}^  "5 
double-quick  most  of  tho  way,  until  I  rai* 


had  sent  in  the  advance,  was  hotly 
the  enemy.  I  immediately,  ift^8**?!?? 
the  position  of  the  enemy,  formed  lfr  *' '  ra7 
and  placed  my  line  on  the  "fi^Jj  fT"! 
Phifer's  brigade.  The  enemy  cpe**  r_ " 
us  at  once ;  we  replied  mstantlv,sfflic^^ 
to  keep  up  a  perfect  musketry  duel  for  **,T^ 
hour,  when  I  found  my  cartridges  p^/* 
I  immediately  issued  about  ten  (10)  *^u' 
cartridges  to  the  men  and  rem-w^  u 
\;\iv^       ^csvVdnued  until  the  cutfc;  ">4 
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xcept  their  skirmishers)  and  my  cart- 
lad  given  out.  I  sent  word  to  General 
hat  my  ammunition  had  given  out,  and 
>uld  only  hope  to  hold  the  ground  with 
met  should  the  enemy's  cavalry  attempt 
e  us.  General  Maury  then  ordered  me 
ack  to  the  timber  and  get  ammunition, 
ceiving  this  order,  I  withdrew  my  men 
order,  with  a  loss  of  not  more  than  two 
d  eight  woiftidcd,  a  thing  unprecedented, 
ing  the  obstinacy  of  the  fight  that  had 
in"  on  for  nearly  an  hour  and  a  half, 
'ithdrawing  my  men,  my  horse,  who  had 
very  frantic,  fell  on  roe  and  injured  my 
d  hip  very  seriously,  completely  paralyz- 
left  leg.  I,  however,  formed  my  line 
e  the  command  of  the  few  that  were 
ilonel  Dockey,  as  I  was  unable  to  walk, 
ction,  as  well  as  in  the  engagements  of 
ind  Saturday,  I  cannot  particularize, 
ficcr  and  man  seemed  willing  and  anx- 
acet  the  enemy,  and  the  daring  and  gal- 
•ee  made  on  the  enemy's  breastworks, 
obstinacy  with  which  they  stood  in  an 
d  and  fought  the  enemy  partly  concealed 
oods,  for  an  hour  and  a  half,  at  Hatchie 
'ill  bear  testimony  to  the  fact,  and  give 
list  claim  to  the  admiration  and  gratitude 
State  and  country,  and  will  cause  them 
le  their  tears  with  the  survivors  for 
te*  who  hive  ftjUm,  My  personal  staff, 
"ohn  King,  Adjutant-General,  Captain 
Inspector-General,  and  Lieutenant  Mar- 
>irston,  A.  D.  C,  were  all  distinguished 
daring  and  bravery.  I  am  under  many 
•ns  for  the  promptness  with  which  they 
mo  in  every  engagement ;  also,  to  my 
r  Aids,  Lieutenant  Shepherd  and  Mr. 
3 an,  who  were  conspicuous  for  daring 
mtry  in  every  engagement,  under  every 
ajor"  Hooper,  "Brigade  Quartermaster,  and 
nith,  Brigade  Commissary,  as  well  as  the 
b  of  the  whole  brigade,  deserve  my  es- 
lanks  fur  the  zeal  and  energy  displayed 
ield  and  everywhere  during  the  whole 
on. 

p  Burnett,  Chief  of  Artillery,  and  Lieu- 
[ogg,  commanding  Appeal  battery,  with 
jrs  and  men,  deserve  special  notice  for 
and  efficiency  with  which  they  handled 
;ry  and  poured  the  shot  and  shell  iuto 
ayf8  ranks. 

>  closing,  I  must  return  my  sincere 
to  the  officers  and  men  who  have  sur- 
>r  the  promptness,  daring,  and  cheerful- 
th  which  they  have  executed  every 
id  ask  them  never  to  forget  the  daring 
oism  of  the  noble  dead.  Arkansas, 
for  a  time  cast  in  gloom  for  her  lost 
i  look  with  pride  to  the  daring  and  gal- 
'  her  sons,  and  console  herself  with  the 
nought  that  her  soldiers  are  equal  to 
second  to  none  amongst  those  who  are 
for  Southern  independence, 
poctfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
W.  L.  Cabell. 

Brigadier-Gen  oral,  commanding  Brigade. 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  MOORE. 

HuDQUiRn  lloou'fl  Bmsadi.  Amrr  or  thk  West.) 

Camp  at  Lmpjas'a  Mill,  V 
Nbab  Bully  Strugs,  October  la,  1882. ) 

Captain  D.  W.  Flowerroe,  A.  A.  General : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  part  takeu  by  this  brigade  in  the 
action  on  the  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  instants. 

This  brigade  was  composed  of  the  following 
regiments,  to  wit  r  Second  Texas,  Colonel  W.  P. 
Rogers ;  Lyle's  Arkansas  regiment,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Pennington ;  Boone's  Arkansas  regiment, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Boone ;  Thirty-fifth  Missis- 
sippi regiment,  Colonel  Wm.  L.  Barry ;  Forty- 
second  Alabama  regiment,  Colonel  V ohn  W. 
Portia ;  Bledsoe's  battery,  Captain  H.  M.  Bled- 
soe— making  five  regiments  and  one  batter}' ; 
total  effective  strength,  eighteen  hundred  and 
ninety-two  (1,892),  about 

On  the  morning  of  the  third  we  formed  in 
line  of  battle  near  the  road  leading  from  Poca- 
hontas to  Corinth,  and  distant  about  one-half 
mile  from  the  enemy's  outer  works.  Our  brigado 
here  occupied  the  right  of  the  lino  formed  by 
Maury's  division,  our  right  resting  on  the  Mobile 
and  Ohio  Railroad,  and  Lo veil's  forces  on  our 
right  beyond  the  road.  Soon  Lovcli's  forces 
engaged  the  enemy,  and  our  brigade  was  order- 
ed forward  across  a  corn-field  to  their  Bupport, 
with  instructions  to  halt  on  reaching  the  timber 
on  the  opposite  side,  and  await  further  orders. 
On  reaching  the  point  designated,  a  part  of  the 
Second  Texas  and  one  company  of  the  Thirty- 
fifth  Mississippi  were  thrown  forward  as  skir- 
mishers, and  at  once  engaged  the  enemy's 
sharpshooters,  when  they  were  driven  back 
within  their  intrenchments.  We  here  lost  a  few 
men,  and  Major  W.  C.  Simmons,  commanding 
the  skirmishers,  was  wounded.  We  were  now 
ordered  forward  to  assault  the  enemy  s  works. 
We  advanced  in  a  well-preserved  line  of  battle, 
considering  the  difficulties  of  the  ground,  and  on 
reaching  the  fallen  timber,  in  front  of  the  enemy's 
intrenchments,  we  charged  and  carried  the 
works  with  but  little  opposition,  except  on  our 
left,  where  the  Forty-second  Alabama  was 
exposed  to  a  heavy  fire,  though  their  loss  in 
killed  and  wounded  was  but  eight  or  ten,  includ- 
ing one  officer.  This  regiment  advanced  with 
remarkable  steadiness,  this  being  their  first  en- 
gagement. Advancing  about  one-fourth  of  a  mile 
we  were  hailed  to  form  a  junction  with  Lovell's 
forces,  uow  on  our  right,  which  we  failed  to  do. 
Our  skirmishers  again  soon  engaged  the  enemy 
and  were  driven  back  on  our  line,  which  led  to 
a  severe  but  short  engagement,  in  which  we 
soon  routed  the  enemy  and  drove  their*  from 
their  position.  Here  an  unfortunate  mistake 
was  committed,  the  Forty-second  Alabama  fir- 
ing on  our  skirmishers,  mistaking  them  for  the 
enemy,  and  killing  and  wounding  several  officers 
and  men.  At  this  time  a  heavy  cannonading 
was  kept  up  at  some  distance  to  our  right,  from 
a  strong  work  of  the  enemy  about  two  hundred 
yards  south  of  the  Memphis  and  Charleston 
Railroad.  Being  now  reinforced  by  Colonel 
Johnson's  and  Colonel  Dockey  8  Arkansas  regi- 
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merits  we  changed  directions  to  the.  right,  and 
throwing  forward  the  left  wing,  moved  in  the 
direction  of  the  firing.  We  soon  reached  the  rail- 
road, having  our  lino  nearly  parallel  to  it,  and  in 
crossing,  the  enemy  opened  on  ns  a  most  ter- 
rific fire  from  the  brow  of  a  hill  not  moro  than 
seventy-five  yards  distant.  The  enemy  opposed 
to  us  with  a  heavy  force,  being  formed  in  two 
lines,  the  front  lying  on  the  ground  and  the 
other  firing  over  them.  This  awful  fire  stag- 
gered us  but  for  a  moment,  and  as  soon  as  our 
line  was  steadied  a  little,  we  charged,  drove 
them  from  the  position,  and  carried  their  works, 
capturing  a  few  prisoners,  and  taking  a  large 
camp  with  their  supplies  of  commissary  and 
quartermaster's  stores.  On  discovering  our  ap- 
proach, the  enemy  removed  and  saved  their  guns. 
This  we  found  to  be  a  strong  work  in  a  firm 
position,  and  well  constructed.  From  the  posi- 
tion, we  judged  this  to  be  the  point  from  which 
a  cannonading  had  been  kept  up  during  the 
day. 

Being  now  separated  from  our  division,  and 
night  approaching  (it  being  between  three  and 
four  o'clock),  we  despatched  Lieutenant  McFar- 
land  to  report  to  General  Maury  our  success, 
and  asked  for  orders.  In  the  course  of  half  an 
hour  General  Lovell  and  stall  came  up,  and,  on 
consultation,  we  agreed  to  form  a  line  of  battle 
perpendicular  to  the  railroad,  our  left  resting  on 
the  road,  and  advance  towards  Corinth.  In 
about  an  hour  his  forces  came  up,  and  moved  to 
our  right.  At  about  dusk,  while  awaiting  for  a 
notification  from  General  Lovell  to  advance, 
which  he  said  he  would  give  when  ready,  we 
received  orders  from  General  Maury  to  rejoin 
the  division,  and  take  position  on  Phifer's  right, 
which  brought  us  on  the  hill  in  sight  of  Corinth, 
about  an  hour  and  a  half  after  dark,  where  we 
slept  on  our  arms  until  morning. 

At  early  dawn  on  the  morning  of  the  fourth, 
our  batteries  having  been  placed  in  front  of  our 
lines,  to  open  fire  on  Corinth,  the  brigade  was 
moved  by  the  left  flank  and  placed  in  rear  of  Phi- 
fer's, sheltered  by  timber  in  front  When  the 
firing  from  the  batteries  ceased,  we  moved  for- 
ward and  took  position  obliquely  to  the  right 
and  front  of  Phifer's.  Our  skirmishers  were 
again  thrown  forward,  and  kept  up  a  sharp  en- 
gagement with  the  enemy  until  about  ten  o'clock. 
We  had  been  previously  notified  by  General 
Maury  that  we  would  advance  when  Hebert's 
division  made  the  attack  on  our  left — our  bri- 
gade being  supported  by  Cabell's  on  the  right  and 
Phifer's  on  the  left.  About  ten  o'clock  the  fir- 
ing on  our  left  became  heavy,  and  we  at  once 
gave  the  command,  "forward,"  sending  Lieu- 
tenant McFarland  to  notify  General  Maury  of 
our  advance  movement.  We  had  not  gone  one 
hundred  yards  before  the  enemy  seemed  to  dis- 
cover our  designs,  and  at  once  opened  upon  us 
and  kept  up  the  severest  fire  I  ever  imagined 
possible  to  concentrate  on  one  point  in  front  of 
a  fortification.  Tet  we  suffered  but  little,  being 
protected  by  the  timber,  until  we  reached  the  j 
fallen  timber  and  open  tfparo  ^bitii  extended 


about  one  hundred  yards  in  froi!  of  £*• 
works. 

On  reaching  this  point  we  charge]  ik» 
ried  the  enemy's  works,  the  whole  erst  <f« 
line,  and  "  penetrated  to  the  very  heart  f* 
in th,"  driving  the  enemy  from  house  tokoi 
and  frequently  firing  in  at  the  win-i-si  k 
driving  them  out  The  enemy  were  drives  fri 
the  breastworks  in  great  confoira.  iam 
their  guns,  some  with  their  teams  snT  him. 
while  others  had  their  horses  cutloMeaiB 
off.  Our  men  brought  off  two  or  thrc  tan 
which  they  found  hitched  in  the  strati  oar  ■ 
Corinth  House,  their  owners  being  abs«:  & 
Forty-second  Alabama,  from  their  posm 
line,  were  brought  in  front  of  a  str»g  basu, 
the  walls  of  which  they  found  too  1M  t?rit 
but  rushing  to  the  embrasures  they  sre-1  4» 
or  four  volleys,  driving  the  enemy  fr.-i  oar 
guns,  and  then  entering  the  works  mourned* 
parapet  and  plauted  their  flag  on  me  iA 
After  entering  the  works  we  found  r«E*fei 
opposed  by  an  overwhelming  force,  and  \h 
without  support  and  our  line  being  brute  a 
disordered  in  the  assault,  we  had  dl-  £b» 
tive  but  to  fall  back,  which  was  do:*, 
loss  in  this  assault  was  very  severe.  Tto&i 
the  five  regimental  commanders  were  eite 
killed  or  wounded.  I  can  bear  testiMy  t-  tt 
coolness  and  gallantry  with  which  our  mad 
officers  made  this  assault  I  do  not  bJitv<X 
any  troops  ever  displayed  greater  coun^x* 
desperate  a  charge.  This  was  our  hst  eapp- 
ment  in  the  vicinity  of  Corinth,  (hr  frs^ 
being  reformed  we  fell  back  on  the  rad 
Pocahontas  and  bivouacked  for  the  right  i> 
an  early  hour,  on  the  morning  of  the  tfifr 
stant,  our  brigade  was  ordered  to  the  frd  * 
act  as  an  advance  guard ;  when  within  tni 
three  miles  of  Davis'  bridge  across  Htf» 
received  orders  to  push  forward,  cros>  » 
bridge,  form  a  line  of  battle  on  the  rirtotfis 
road,  and  then  advance,  take  acd  holi » 
Heights  of  Matamoras,  which  commas* 
crossing  at  Davis'  bridge.  We  pTuhrfff**"- 
with  all  possible  despatch,  but  the  aw  Wj 
greatly  exhausted  and  weak  for  the  wsnt  flfw- 
and  the  previous  two  days'  hard  DMrchm&cj 
service,  when  we  reached  the  crow^02 
formed  line,  we  did  not  have  more  tha  & 
hundred  and  fifty  or  three  hundred  men  n  BBft 
We  formed  on"  the  right,  opposite  the Jjjg 
established  by  Major  Burnett  on  thi-w"  ■ 
road.  As  we  filed  off  to  the  right,  the  eaflp* 
batteries  opened  on  us  from  the  bfl  it*** 
moras,  The  Second  Texas,  being  in  w»* 
was  cut  off  by  the  fire,  and  did  notfomaB* 
with  the  other  regiments.  OurpoctMi™ 
now  in  a  narrow  strip  of  woods.  «i*  |~ 
fields  in  front  and  rear,  that  in  front  "J3^ 
up  to  the  enemy's  position.  Ve^Lj 
ordered  to  advance  with  our  left  on  tw  wj* 
which  would  have  carried  us  throurt*^ 
fields  up  to  the  very  muzzles  of  the 
guns.  .  i 

Being  no  w  satisfied  that  the  hill  was 
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*,  and  to  advance  with  our  email  force 
only  prove  its  total  annihilation,  we  de- 
al Lieutenant  McFarland  to  the  rear  for 
cements,  and  to  report  to  the  command- 
jeral  that  we  not  only  could  not  advance, 
thought  we  could  not  hold  our  present 
i  long  without  assistance. 

this  time  the  enemy  continued  to  pour 
fire  into  the  battery  and  woods  occu- 
our  line,  in  which  we  lost  several  men 
ad  wounded.  The  batteries  being  soon 
-wn,  the  enemy  soon  gave  us  their  whole 
Kitl)ut  we  still  held  our  position  until 
Lched  our  left  flank  and  poured  into  us  a 
■fltructive  fire.  This  threw  our  line  into 
»nfusion ;  but,  rallying,  we  moved  to  the 
ed  the  enemy,  and  opened  on  them, 
had  not  fired  more  than  two  or  three 
before  a  perfect  shower  of  balls  was 
into  our  right  flank  from  the  direction 
corn-field  which  was  at  first  our  front 
tatisfied  that  this  fire  came  from  a  line 
had  been  previously  formed  in  the  field, 
d  been  concealed  by  lying  down  in  the 
md  corn.  We  now  saw  that  we  must 
fall  back  or  be  surrounded.  The  order 
ren,  and  the  bridge  being  now  swept  by 
my  s  fire,  the  men  crossed  at  such  points 
stream  as  they  found  to  be  most  conven- 
In  crossing,  many  of  them  lost  their 
This  maimer  of  crossing  caused  the  men 
omc  much  scattered,  but  as  they  were 
ud,  they  joined  Cabell's  and  Phifer's  bri- 
and  continued  the  fight  Our  loss  at  the 
was  considerable,  making  the  entire  loss 
brigade  during  the  three  days  fight  very 
as  will  be  seen  by  the  accompanying  re- 
It  is  impossible  at  present  to  make  an 
e  report  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and 
;  in  battle,  as  the  Thirty-fifth  Mississippi 
ed  after  the  fight  at  Davis'  bridge,  there 
low  present  some  forty  men,  and  one 
cer,  Lieutenant  Henry.  From  the  best 
tion  we  can  obtain  we  are  assured  that 
F  the  officers  and  men  have  gone  to  their 
This  conduct  on  their  part  is  astonish- 
.  unaccountable,  for  the  regiment  acted 
ind  did  good  service  during  the  three 
ghting.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  their 
nder,  Colonel  Barry,  was  not  present,  he 
been  sent  to  Corinth,  under  flag  of  truce 
r  the  dead.  He  is  a  gallant  and  efficient 
of  whom  his  State  may  well  be  proud, 
lout  a  single  exception,  to  our  knowledge, 
icers,  oue  and  all,  did  their  duty  nobly 
the  severe  engagements.  If  I  mention 
this  connection,  I  must  mention  all  or  do 
je.  Corporal  J.  A.  Going,  of  the  Forty- 
Alabama,  deserves  particular  notice, 
is  color-bearer,  and  though  once  shot 
he  gallantly  bore  the  flag  through  the 
1  the  fourth. 

ate  Morgan,  of  Company  H,  Boone's  regi- 
is  reported  as  having  acted  with  great 
ry.  The  flag  of  Lyle's  regiment  was  torn 


into  tatters  by  the1  enemy's  shots,  and  when  last 
seen,  the  Color-bearer,  Herbert  Sloane,  of  Com- 
pany D,  was  going  over  the  breastworks,  wav- 
ing a  piece  over  his  head  and  shouting  for  the 
Southern  Confederacy. 

I  am,  Captain,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
M.  C.  Moore, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding  Brigade. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  W.  B.  JACKSON. 
HlADQlUHRa  Cayaut,  AJUfT  OF  TnVBBB,  1 

WiTnaon,  November  18, 1892.  J 

Mqfor  M.  M.  Kimmel,  A.  A.  G.f  Army  of  West 
Tennessee,  Abbeville,  Miss.  : 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  report  of 
the  operations  of  my  brigade  of  cavalry  (First 
Mississippi  cavalry,  commanded  by  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  F.  A.  Montgomery,  and  my  own  regi- 
ment, commanded  by  lieutenant-Colonel  J.G. 
Stocks),  at  the  late  battle  of  Corinth  and  retreat 
from  that  place. 

During  the  battle  my  brigade  was  divided ; 
squadrons  attached  to  brigades  of  infantry  and 
acting  on  the  flanks.  With  eight  companies  I 
made  a  reconnoissance  south  of  Corinth,  en- 
gaged the  enemy's  cavalry  and  repulsed  them 
in  gallant  style.  Returning,  I  advanced  the 
command  to  the  fortifications  on  College  Hill, 
where  I  engaged  the  enemy  in  force  after  the 
main  body  of  our  troops  had  withdrawn.  I 
then  withdrew  my  command  without  serious 
loss  and  brought  up  the  rear  of  the  army.  I 
was  then  ordered  to  Rienzi,  under  General  Arm- 
strong; received  orders  countermanding  that 
move  on  our  arrival  at  Kossuth. 

The  firing  having  commenced  at  Davis' 
bridge,  near  Pocahontas,  we  proceeeded  with 
both  commands  to  the  Ripley  and  Pocahontas 
road ;  advanced  up  that  road  to  within  one  mile 
and  a  half  of  Pocahontas,  threatening  the  ene- 
my's rear,  engaging  them  in  a  brilliant  skirmish, 
which  was  a  move  very  favorable  towards  sav- 
ing the  train  of  wagons.  I  held  that  position 
all  night  with  my  brigade,  and  fell  back  before 
the  enemy  next  day.  From  that  time  the  bri- 
gade was  engaged  in  bringing  up  the  rear  of 
the  army,  skirmishing  all  the  time  with  the 
enemy  to  Ripley. 

Owing  to  unavoidable  circumstances,  the  bri- 
gade was  without  rations  for  three  days.  The 
officers  and  men  all  behaved  with  coolness  and 
gallantry,  and  suffered  all  the  hardships  inci- 
dent to  the  march,  with  a  spirit  worthy  of  good 
soldiers.  Where  all  behaved  so  well,  it  would 
be  difficult  to  mention  by  name.  I  would  es- 
pecially notice,  however,  Lieutenant  Henry  W. 
Watkins,  Company  A,  Jackson's  regiment  cav- 
alry ;  also,  Corporal  Brochus  and  Privates  Brit- 
ton  and  Barton,  Company  C,  same  regiment; 
also,  Captain  Gadi  Herron,  Lieutenant  Cravens, 
and  Lieutenant  Foote,  First  regiment  Mississip- 
pi cavalry.  The  latter  (Lieutenant  Foote)  en- 
gaged the  enemy's  advance  and  checked  them 
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in  a  most  gallant  manner.  The  report  from 
Armstrong's  brigade  does  not  mention  any  one 
especially  by  name.  They  all  behaved  with 
coolness  and  gallantry. 

I  am,  Major,  with  high  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
H.  W.  Jackson, 
Colonel  And  Chief  of  Cavalry,  Army  West  Tann. 

GENERAL  PRICE  TO  GENERAL  VAN  DORN. 

HkABQGJjra*  Dnmcr  or  m  TBraon, ) 

Tupklo,  August  4,  186*2.  J 

Major-General  Earl  Van  Dorn,  commanding 
District  of  the  Mississippi : 
General  :  I  telegraphed  yon  yesterday  that 
despatches  from  General  Bragg  make  it  almost 
impossible  for  me  to  reinforce  General  Breckin- 
ridge. He  says,  very  pointedly,  that  West 
Tennessee  is  now  open  to  my  array,  intimating 
that  he  expected  me  to  enter  it ;  and  I  do  not 
feel  at  liberty  to  disregard  such  an  intimation, 
when  I  consider  the  very  important  relations 
which  this  army  bears  to  that  in  East  Tennessee 
I  cannot  get  possession  of  the  railroad  before 
Thursday.  It  will  then  take  at  least  a  week  to 
transport  to  this  point  the  troops,  etc.,  which 
will  be  brought  hither  preparatory  to  a  forward 
movement.  I  regret  very  much  that  I  have  to 
submit  to  this  unavoidable  delay,  and  I  cannot 
think  of  protracting  it,  except  under  compulsion 
of  the  greatest  necessity.  .To  attempt  to  rein- 
force General  Breckinridge  would  protract  it 
indefinitely.  The  success  of  the  campaign 
depends  now  upon  the  promptness  and  boldness 
of  our  movements,  and  the  ability  which  we  may 
manifest  to  avail  ourselves  of  our  present 
advantages.  The  enemy  are  still  transporting 
their  troops  from  Corinth  and  its  vicinity  east- 
ward. They  will,  by  the  end  of  this  week,  have 
reduced  its  force  to  its  minimum.  We  should 
bo  quick  to  take  advantage  of  this,  for  they  will 
soon  begin  to  Ret  in  reinforcements  under  the 
late  call  for  volunteers.  The  present  obstructed 
condition  of  the  railroad  is  another  reason  for 
instant  action.  In  fact  every  consideration 
makes  it  important  that  I  shall  move  forward 
without  a  day's  unnecessary  delay.  I  earnestly 
desire  your  •co-operation  in  such  a  movement, 
and  will,  as  I  have  before  said,  be  glad  to  place 
my  army  and  myself  under  your  command  in  that 
contingency.  The  very  names  of  yourself  and 
General  Breckinridge  would  bring  thousands  to 
our  ranks,  and  carry  dismay  to  those  of  the 
enemy.  You  speak  in  your  dispatch  of  the 
frightful  amount  of  sickness  in  General  Breckin- 
ridge's division.  I  fear  that  the  sweltering  heats 
of  this  latitude  will  soon  begin  to  tell  fearfully 
upon  my  own  ranks,  and  am,  for  that  reason,  the 
more  anxious  to  take  them  northward,  where, 
too,  we  may  gain  accessions  from  those  Tennes- 
seeans  and  Kentuclrians  who  have  seen  and  felt 
the  wretchedness  of  Northern  domination. 

Captain  Loughbrough  will  deliver  this  com- 
munication to  yon.  ana  explain  more  particularly 
the  condition  of  tilings  in  this  vicinity.  Please 
inform  me,  by  telegraph,  ot  vowx  determination,  [ 


so  that  in  the  event  of  its  being  fava 
may  concert  a  plan  of  operations. 
I  am.  General, 

With  the  profoundest  respect 
Your  obedient  servant, 
Sterlbg  P 

Mi 

M.  M.  KnflfEL, 

Major  and  A.  A.  G. 

GENERAL  BRAGG  TO  GEKERAL  VAN  M 

Headqtakierb  Depabtxdt  No.  2, 
Chattasoooa,  Tm.,  as^oa  X 

Mqjor-General  E.  Van  Dorn, 
partment  of  the  Mississippi: 

General  :  In  view  of  the  operations  i 
it  is  very  desirable  to  press  the  enes 
in  West  Tennessee.  We  learn  the 
there  arc  being  rapidly  reduced,  and  < 
movements  become  known  it  is  an 
must  throw  more  forces  into  Middle  1 
and  Kentucky  or  lose  those  regions, 
hold  them  in  check,  we  are  sure  of  succ 
but  should  they  reinforce  here  en  a* ti 
then  you  may  redeem  WeBt  Teime 
probably  aid  us  by  crossing  the  enem; 

I  cannot  give  you  specific  instruct^ 
cumstances  and  military  conditions  in ; 
may  vary  materially  from  day  to  day. 
your  available  force  to  Holly  Springs  h 
thence  into  West  Tennessee,  co-opera 
General  Price,  who  will  move  sooi 
Corinth ;  or  to  move  to  Tupelo  by  rai 
Price,  are  suggestions  only.  Positit 
tions,  except  to  strike  at  the  m<* 
point,  cannot  be  given  when  so  Utile 
and  when  circumstances  may  change 
course,  when  you  join  Price,  your 
you  command  of  the  whole  force.  I 
copy  of  Captain  Jones'  inspection  rep 
of  the  points  in  it  require  your  imme 
tion :  1st.  Most  important  is  the  pro 
tiou  of  your  light  artillery.  You  ha 
for  an  army  of  one  hundred  thousand 
impossible  to  keep  it  all  up  and  be  ei 
keep  it  all  ineffective  must  be  avoic 
batteries  of  four  (4)  guns  each  is  am] 
present  force.  As  you  cannot  dii 
companies  without  authority  from  t) 
partment,  I  suggest  that  you  dism 
giving  such  horses  and  material  as  ti 
make  other  corps  effective,  and  t 
officers  and  men  to  your  heavy  beta 
ine  infantry ;  or  you  could  arm  them 
ana  put  them  in  the  field.  8ome  o 
see,  are  still  being  equipped.  Put  i 
immediately.  Other  parts  of  the 
require  your  prompt  consideration,  t 
the  staff  department  The  report 
Medical  Inspector,  coining  in,  are  eq 
iafactory. 

Your  short  time  in  command  and  d 
ment  at  Yicksburg  have  allowed  yc 
time  for  these  matters,  but  I  trust 
able,  through  intelligent  and  effects 
cers,  in  correcting  some  of  the  evil 
is  with  deep  regret  I  see  you  lose  ( 
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I  consider  him  equal  to  any  officer  in 
>.    Brigadier-General  Duncan,  and 
lers  exchanged,  will  soon  be  with  us, 
ihall  be  attended  to. 
leral, 

:  respectfully  and  truly  yours, 
Braxton  Braoo. 
General, commanding. 

HEL, 

ijor,  and  A.  A.  G. 

AL  BRAGG  TO  GENERAL  VAN  DORN. 

JlBlDQI7ARXn8  DKPABTXDrf  NO.  2,  \ 

Chatxaxoooa,  Tkxxkhkxk,  August  27, 1862.  j 

sral  Earl  Van  Lorn,  commanding 
t  of  the  Mississippi,  Jackson,  Miss. : 
:  We  move  from  here  immediately — 
me  days,  than  expected,  but  in  time, 
r  a  successful  campaign.  Buell  has 
ilea  back  from  the  Memphis  and 
Railroad,  and  will  probably  not  make 
i  side  of  Nashville,  if  there.  He  is 
ing  at  that  place. 

E.  K.  Smith,  reinforced  by  two  bri- 
this  army,  has  turned  Cumberland 
j  now  marching  on  Lexington,  Ken- 
neral  Morgan  (Yankey)  is  thus  cut 
supplies.  General  Humphrey  Mar- 
utcr  Eastern  Kentucky  from  Western 
We  shall  thus  have  Buell  pretty  well 

and  Rosecrans  we  leave  to  you  and 
ied  you  can  dispose  of  them,  and  we 
hope  to  meet  you  upon  the  Ohio, 
tfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Braxton  Bragg, 

General,  commanding. 


LL  ARMSTRONG  TO  GENERAL  PRICE. 

Mjddlsbubg,  fits  milks  south  of  Bolivar,  ) 
August  30, 1802.  J 

d,  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
med  whipping  the  enemy  in  from 
Ran  in  town.  I  believe  they  will 
Duntry.  West  Tennessee  is  almost 
nvaders.  All  needed  is  an  advance  of 
'.  They  estimate  their  force  at  ten 
I  believe  they  have  only  about  six 
Captain  Pryor  will  give  you  the  de- 
id  seventy-one  prisoners  to  General 
-four  commanding  officers.  There 
works  in  the  rear  of  Bolivar,  and  I 
er  the  town,  as  it  would  only  have  ■ 
a  to  shell  it,  without  giving  me  any 

hear  from  us  again  in  a  day  or  two. 

F.  C.  Armstrong. 

r,  and  A.  A.  G. 

IAL  PRICE  TO  GENERAL  VAN  DORN. 

Hsaoquaxrbi  Dwnoor  or  the  Tmi— ,  \ 
Turau),  September  2,  1802.  j 

ral  Van  Dam,  commanding  Dis- 
til* Mississippi,  Jackson,  Miss. : 
:  I  received,  last  night,  a  despatch  of 
bllowing  is  a  copy : 


"  LtQUATCniB  VHJJCY,  AugU8t  29. 

"  To  General  Sterling  Price  : 

"BuelTs  force  is  in  full  retreat  upon  Nash- 
ville, destroying  their  stores.  Watch  Rose- 
crans and  prevent  a  junction ;  or  if  he  escapes 
you  follow  him  closely. 

"Braxton  Bragg." 

1  feel  that  this  order  requires  me  to  advance 
immediately,  and  I  shall  nave  my  whole  com- 
mand ready  to  move  in  three  days.  That  portion 
of  my  cavalry  which  did  not  accompany  General 
Armstrong,  has  been  ordered  forward  to  Boono- 
ville,  and  General  Little  is  moving  his  division 
to  Guntown  and  Baldwin.  I  hope  that  nothing 
will  prevent  you  from  coming  forward  without 
delay,  with  all  your  disposable  troops.  Be 
pleased  to  telegraph  your  determination  in  such 
way,  however,  that  it  will  not  be  understood  by 
others,  and  to  write  to  me  fully  by  my  Aide-de- 
Camp,  Lieutenant  Wood,  who  will  hand  this  to 
you. 

I  enclose  for  vour  information  copies  of  a  let- 
ter from  General  Bragg,  dated  August  twenty- 
seventh,  and  of  a  despatch  from  General  Arm- 
strong, announcing  the  result  of  an  engagement 
in  front  of  Bolivar. 

I  am,  General,  with  the  greatest  respect, 
Tour  obedient  servant, 

Sterling  Price, 

Major-General. 

M.  M.  KlMMEL, 

Major,  and  A.  A.  G. 

FROM  GENERAL  PRICE  TO  GENERAL  VAN  DORN. 

HlADQUABTDB  DWTMOT  OT  TBI  TEIOTEWB,  1 

Tupslo,  8eptcmber  4, 1868.  j 

Major-Qeneral  Earl  Van  Dom,  commanding 
District  of  (he  Mississippi: 
General  :  One  of  your  staff  officers,  Colonel 
Lomax,  having  requested  me  to  do  so,  I  state, 
for  your  information,  that  I  can  put  in  the  field 
thirteen  thousand  infantry,  three  thousand  cav- 
alry, and  eight  hundred  artillery,  effective  total; 
that  they  are  supplied  with  transportation  and 
ammunition,  as  prescribed  in  General  Bragg's 
last  general  orders ;  that  subsistence  has  been 
provided  to  the  first  day  of  October ;  that  the 
commissary  trains  will  transport  seven  days' 
provisions,  and  that  I  will  have  arms  for  all  my 
troops,  including  those  exchanged  prisoners  that 
General  Bragg  nas  been  ordered  to  be  sent  to 
me. 

I  am,  Genera],  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Sterling  Price, 
MaJor-GeneraL  commanding. 

M.  M.  KnofEL, 

Major,  and  A.  A.  G. 
'  GENERAL  PRICE  TO  GENERAL  VAN  DORN. 

i  Danoov  vm  Tarawa*,  \ 

Tufblo,  September  6, 1862.  J 

Major-Oetieral  Earl  Van  Dom,  commanding 
District  of  the  Mississippi,  Jackson: 
General  :  I  have  received  your  reply  to  my 
letter  of  the  second  instant,  and  regret  very 
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much  that  you  cannot  move  in  this  direction  at 
once. 

I  feel  that  General  Bragg's  instructions  and 
the  situation  of  affairs  within  my  district,  alike 
compel  me  to  keep  near  the  line  of  the  road.  If 
I  move  towards  Holly  Springs,  as  you  suggest, 
I  not  only  endanger  the  safety  of  the  road,  wnich 
is  essential  to  the  supply  of  my  armv,  but  I  ex- 
pose my  supplies  of  ever}'  kind,  and  the  valua- 
ble workshops  and  public  property  at  Columbus 
and  Gainesville,  to  destruction  by  the  enemy.  I 
learn  that  a  cavalry  force  of  thieves,  seventeen 
thousand  strong,  is  even  now  within  forty-eight 
hours'  march  of  Columbus. 

General  Bragg's  orders  also  compel  me  to 
keep  close  watch  upon  Rnsecrans,  and  I  hear 
that  he  is  now  at  Iuia,  and  crossing  his  army  at 
Eastport  I  am,  therefore,  pushing  my  armv 
slowly  forward,  and  shall  remove  my  own  head- 
quarters to  Guntown  on  Sunday ;  I  shall  then 
determine  by  what  route  to  advance.  I  shall 
keep  you  fully  advised  of  my  movements,  so  that 
wo  may  co-operate  or  unite  our  forces,  as  may 
be  most  advisable. 

I  am.  General,  very  sincerely, 

Your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 
Sterling  Price, 

Major-Goneral. 

M.  M.  KlMMEL, 

Licaicnant -Colonel,  and  Inspector-General. 

GENERAL  PRICE  TO  GENERAL  VAN  DORN. 

By  telegraph  from  Iukcu 

Stout,  September  14, 1682. 

General  Van  Dam : 

Rosecrans  has  cone  westward  with  about  ten, 
thousand  men.  f  am  ready  to  co-operate  with 
you  in  an  attack  upon  Corinth.  My  courier 
awaits  your  answer.         Sterling  Prick, 

MaJor-GeneraX 

M.  M.  Kim  Mel. 

GENERAL  PRICE  TO  GENERAL  VAN  DORN. 

Headquarters  District  or  the  Ti  iiiii—i  i 
IrEA,  September  17, 1802.  ( 

Major-General  Earl  Van  Born,  commanding 
Bislricl  of  tiie  Mississippi  : 
General  :  I  entered  this  town  with  my  army 
on  last  Sunday  morning.  The  rear  guard  of  I 
Rosecrans'  army  evacuated  it  at  my  approach,! 
and  are  re  treating  westward.  I  telegraphed  you 1 
immediately,  proposing  a  combined  movement 
upon  Corinth,  and  sent  the  despatch  by  special 
messenger  to  Guntown,  with  instructions  to  for-! 
ward  it  to  you  immediately,  and  to  await  your' 
reply.  This  has  not  been  received  yet  I  hope 
that  you  will  answer  me  at  once,  for  General 
Bragg  has  just  sent  me  another  despatch,  in 
these  words : 

"  Est  boot  to  Kesttoet,  September  18, 1802. 

"By  the  proceedings  of  a  council  of  war  in 
Nashville,  captured  by  us,  it  seems  Rosecrans, 
with  part  of  his  army,  is  there.  I  have  anx- 
iously expected  your  advance,  and  trust  it  will 
not  longer  be  delayed.       B*kx*»  Bauu."  [ 


I  cannot  remain  inactive  any  longer,  ar; 
move,  either  with  you  against  RoMnri, 
wards  Kentucky.   The  courier  who  Lit 
to  you  will  bring  your  reply. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant. 

Sterling  Pun 

M.  M.  Km mel, 

Major,  and  A.  A.  G. 
GENERAL  PRICE  TO  GENERAL  TAX  dobs. 

Telegram. 

Icea,  Srptrabr  11 

General  Van  Born: 

I  will  make  the  movement  proposed  b 
despatch  of  the  sixteenth  instant  En» 
centrating  against  mo.  Please  make  demo 
tion  towards  Rienzi.  Have  written  by  « 
Bend  your  telegrams  to  Tupelo. 

Sterlixq  Rdci 
Major-Geaenl,ccu 

I  M.  M.  Km mel, 

Major,  and  A.  A.  G. 

GENERAL  PRICE  TO  GENERAL  VAX  DOBS. 

Baldwe*,  September  & 

General  Earl  Van  Born  : 

I  will  leave  here  on  Friday  morning,  tw 
Wrote  you  this  morning  stating  tLt  I 
meet  you  at  Ripley.  As  you  know  more 
country,  if  any  point  be  better  state  it, 
will  meet  you  there. 

A  few  days  ago  the  enemy's  start 
thirty-five  thousand.  I  learn  that  theyv 
ing  in  the  direction  of  Jackson,  and  whet 
attack  them  or  not  before  receiving  < 
changed  prisoners,  it  is  important  that  we 
unite. 

Steeuxo  Ph 

M.  M.  KlMMEL, 

Major,  and  A.  A.  a 

GENERAL  BRAGG  TO  GENERAL  VAX  DO! 

HSADQUAETESS  DKPAETEE3T  N 

Babdetovs,  Kt.,  Sepumber 

Major-General  Van  Born  : 

General:  We  have  driven  and  di 
enemy  clear  back  to  the  Ohio.  Push 
umns  to  our  support  and  arouse  the  i 
reinforce  us.  We  have  thousands  of  a 
out  men  to  handle  them. 

Nashville  is  defended  by  only  a  weal 
Bowling  Green  by  only  a  regiment  S? 
off  and  push  up  to  the  Ohio.  Secure  1 
guns  at  these  places  and  we  will  s 
Tennessee  and  Cumberland  Rivers.  A 
on  rapid  movements.  Trusting  to  yo 
and  zeal,  we  shall  confidently  exj>ect  a 
in  our  favor  against  the  overwhelm 
now  concentrating  in  our  front 

Respectfully  and  truly  yours, 
Braxton  B 
Generate 

M.  M.  Ktmmkl, 

Major,  and  A  A.G. 
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Doc.  55. 
lTTLE  op  kernstown,  va. 

KT  OF  GENERAL  T.  J.  JACKSON. 

nuts  Vallkt  DwnBcr,  kiar  Mt.  Sacoov,  \ 
April  0,  1882.  J 

have  the  honor  to  submit  the  follow- 
f  tho  battle  near  Kernstowji  *  Va., 
the  twenty-third  of  March,  1862. 
ceding  Friday  evening  a  despatch 
1  from  Colonel  Turner  Ashby,  corn- 
cavalry,  stating  that  tho  enemy  had 
Itrasburg.  Apprehensive  that  the 
uld  leave  this  military  district,  I  de- 
follow  them  with  all  my  available 
by  with  his  cavalry  and  Chews'  bat- 
ready  in  front.  Colonel  S.  E.  Fulker- 
le,  consisting  of  the  Twenty-third 
seventh  regiments  Virginia  volun- 
lumakcr's  battery,  was  near  Wood- 
General  R.  B.  Garnett's  brigade, 
f  the  Second,  Fourth,  Fifth,  Twenty- 
l  Thirty-third  regiments  of  Virginia 
and  McLaughlin's,  Carpenter's,  and 
teries,  was  near  two  miles  below 
son. 

B.  Burks'  brigade,  consisting  of  the 
,  Forty-second,  and  Forty-eighth  reg- 
inia  volunteers,  and  the  First  Vir- 
on  P.  A.  C.  8.,  and  Marye's  battery, 

0  miles  above  Mount  Jackson.  The 
lea  were  ordered  to  march  at  dawn 
ping  morning. 

•egiments  except  the  Forty-eighth, 
n  Campbell,  which  was  tho  rear 
ed  within  a  mile  or  two  of  Kerns- 

1  o'clock  p.  x.  on  the  twenty-third, 
ons  were  given  for  bivouacking, 
narch,  information  had  reached  me 
tile  source  that  the  Federals  were 
their  stores  and  troops  from  Win- 
cl  after  arriving  near  Kernstown,  \ 
i  a  source  which  had  been  remarka- 
1  liability,  that  the  enemy's  infantry 
Chester  did  not  exceed  four  regi- 
arge  Federal  force  was  leaving  the 

had  already  reached  Castleman's 
e  Shenandoah.  Though  it  was  very 
prevent  the  enemy  from  leaving  the 
deemed  it  best  not  to  attack  until 

squently  ascertaining  that  the  Fed- 
i  position  from  which  our  forces 
m.  I  concluded  th.it  it  would  be  dan- 
ostpone  it  till  the  next  day,  as  rein- 
might  be  brought  up  during  the 
r  ascertaining  that  the  troops—  part 
d  marched  over  fourteen  mues  since 
rarnett's  and  Burks'  brigades,  which 
i  forced  march  of  near  twenty-five 
y  previous— were  in  good  spirits  at 

is  generally  knomi  as  the  battle  of  Wlnches- 
l,  Rebellion  Record,  page  828.) 

-Doc.  42 


the  prospect  of  meeting  the  enemy,  I  de- 
termined to  advance  at  once.  Leaving  Colonel 
Ashby  with  his  command  on  the  Valley  turn- 
pike, with  Colonel  Burks'  brigade  as  a  support 
to  the  batteries,  and  also  to  act  as  a  reserve,  I 
moved  with  one  piece  of  Carpenter's  battery 
and  Colonel  Fulkerson's  brigade,  supported  by 
General  Garnett's  to  our  left,  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  a  commanding  position  on  the  enemy's 
right,  and  thus,  turning  him  by  that  flank,  force 
him  back  from  his  strong  position  in  front, 
which  prevented  a  direct  advance.  Soon  after 
Captain  Carpenter  brought  up  his  other  pieces, 
also  McLaughlin's  and  Waters'  batteries  came 
forward,  the 'eminence  was  reached,  and  the 
three  batteries,  under  their  respective  Captains, 
commenced  playing  upon  the  enemy,  whoso 
position  was  now  commanded.  We  continued 
to  advance  our  artillery,  keeping  up  a  continu- 
ous fire  upon  the  Federals  upon  our  right; 
whilst  Colonel  John  Echols  with  his  regi- 
ment, the  Twenty-seventh,  with  its  skirmishers 
thrown  forward,  kept  in  advance  and  opened 
the  infantry  engagement,  in  which  it  was  sup- 
ported by  the  Twenty-first,  under  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  J.  M.  Patton,  as  no  other  regiment  of 
Garnett's  had  yet  come  up.  Well  did  these  two 
regiments  do  their  duty,  driving  back  the  enemy 
twice  in  quick  succession.  Soon  a  severe  wound 
compelled  the  noble  leader  of  the  Twenty- 
seventh  to  leave  the  field,  and  the  command 
devolved  upon  its  Lieutenant-Colouel,  the  daunt- 
less Grigsby ;  great  praise  is  due  to  the  officers 
and  men  of  both  regiments.  Colonel  Fulkerson 
having  advanced  his  brigade,  consisting  of  the 
Twenty-third  and  Thirty-seventh,  which  were 
respectively  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Taliaferro, 
and  Lieutenant-Colonel  R.  P.  Carson,  to  the  left 
of  Colonel  Echols,  judiciouslv  posted  it  behind 
a  stone  wall,  towards  which  the  enemy  was 
rapidly  advaucing,  and  opened  a  destructive 
fire,  which  drove  the  Northern  forces  in  great 
disorder,  after  sustaining  a  heavy  loss,  and 
leaving  the  colors  of  one  of  their  regiments 
upon  the  field. 

This  part  of  the  enemy's  routed  troops  hav- 
ing, to  some  extent,  rallied  in  another  position, 
were  also  driven  from  this  by  Colonel  Fulker- 
son. The  officers  ahd  men  of  this  brigade  merit 
special  mention.  Soon  after  the  Twenty- 
seventh  had  become  engaged,  General  Garnett, 
with  the  Second,  Fourth,  and  Thirty-third  regi- 
ments, commanded  respectively  by  Colonel  J. 
W.  Allen,  Lieutenant-Colonel  C.  A.  Ronald,  and 
Colonel  A.  C.  Cmnminn,  moved  forward  and 
joined  in  the  battle,  which  now  became  general 

The  First  Virginia  battalion,  P.  A.  C  8.,  under 
Captain  R.  D.  Bridgford,  though  it  unfortunately 
became  separated  in  advancing,  was  in  the  en- 
gagement, and  from  near  five  to  half-past  six 
p.  m.,  there  was  almost  a  continuous  roar  of 
musketry.  The  enemy's  repulsed  regiments 
were  replaced  by  fresh  ones  from  his  large 
reserve.  As  the  ammunition  of  -some  of  our 
men  became  exhausted,  noble  instances  were 
seen  of  their  borrowing  from  comrades  by 
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whose  sides  they  continued  to  fight,  as  though 
resolved  to  die  rather  than  give  way.  Lieuten- 
ant€olonel  Ronald,  commanding  the  Fourth, 
having  been  injured  during  the  early  part  of 
the  engagement  by  being  thrown  from  his 
horse,  the  command  of  the  regiment  devolved 
upon  Major  A.  O.  Pendleton.  Though  our 
troops  were  fighting  under  great  disadvan- 
tages, I  regret  that  General  Garnott  should  have 
given  the  order  to  fall  back,  as  otherwise  the 
enemy's  advance  would,  at  least,  have  been  re- 
tarded, and  the  remaining  part  of  my  infantry 
reserve  have  had  a  better  opportunity  for  com- 
ing up  and  taking  part  in  the  engagement,  if 
the  enemy  continued  to  press  forward.  As 
General  Gamett  fell  back  no  was  pursued  by 
the  enemy,  who  thus  turning  Colonel  Fulker- 
son's  right  forced  him  to  fall  back.  Soon  after 
this  the  Fifth  regiment,  under  Colonel  W.  H. 
Barman,  came  up,  and  I  directed  it  to  advance 
and  support  our  infantry  ;  but  before  it  met  the 
enemy,  General  Gamett  ordered  it  back,  and 
thus  the  enemy  wore  permitted  unresisted  to 
continue  the  pursuit 

So  soon  as  I  saw  Colonel  Harman  filing  his 
regiment  to  the  rear,  I  took  steps  to  remedy,  as 
far  as  practicable,  thiB  ill-timed  movement,  by 
directing  him  to  occupy  and  hold  the  woods 
immediately  in  his  rear;  and  calling  General 
Garnett's  attention  to  the  importance  of  rally- 
ing his  troops,  he  turned  and  assigned  the  Fifth 
to  a  position,  which  it  held  until  the  arrival  of 
Colonel  Burks,  with  the  Forty-eecond,  under 
Lieutenant-Colonel  D.  A.  Laugharne.  Colonel 
Burks  and  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Forty- 
second  proved  themselves  worthy  of  the  cause 
they  were  defending,  by  the  spirit  with  which 
this  regiment  took  and  held  its  position  until  its 
left  was  turned  by  the  Federals  pressing  upon 
the  Fifth  as  it  fell  back. 

Colonel  John  Campbell  was  rapidly  advancing 
with  his  regiment  to  take  part  in  the  struggle, 
but  night,  and  an  indisposition  on  the  part  of 
the  enemy  to  presB  further,  had  terminated  the 
battle,  which  had  commenced  at  four  o'clock 

P.  M. 

Leaving  Ashby  in  front,  the  remainder  of  my 
command  fell  back  to  its  wagons  and  bivouack- 
ed for  the  night  Our  artillery  had  played  its 
part  well,  and  though  we  lost  two  pieces,  one 
belonging  to  Waters'  and  the  other  to  Mc- 
laughlin s — the  former  from  having  upset 
when  hard  pressed  by  the  enemy,  and  the 
latter  from  having  its  horses  killed,  when  it 
was  on  the  eve  of  leaving  the  field  which  it 
had  so  well  swept  with  canister  as  to  have 
driven  back  the  enemy  from  a  part  of  it,  over 
which  he  was  pressing  near  the  close  of  the 
battle. 

During  the  engagement,  Colonel  Ashby,  with 
a  portion  of  his  command,  including  'Chews' 
battery,  which  rendered  valuable  service,  re- 
mained on  our  right,  and  not  only  protected 
our  rear  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Valley  turnpike, 
but  also  served  to  threaten  the  enemy's  front 
and  left  Colonel  A&hihv  fri&g  abstained  his 


deservedly  high  reputation  by  theabiecna?  I 
in  which  he  discharged  the  impunut  ck  I 
confided  to  him. 

Owing  to  most  of  our  infacfrr  krzt 
marched  between  thirty-five  and  fditj  k& 
since  the  morning  of  the  previous  div,  or 
were  left  behind.    Our  number  preeeat  a  i  , 
evening  of  the  battle  was,  of  u\(viinl$ld  [ 
which  2,742  were  engaged ;  tweDtr-Krapni 
of  artillery,  of  which  eighteen  were  qppi  ', 
Owing  to  recent  heavy  cavalry  duty  n  a 
extent  of  country  to  be  picketed,  only  trite-  , 
dred  and  ninety  of  this  arm  were  pradt 
take  part  in  the  engagement 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  theMsJ 
infantry  on  the  field  numbered  ora  dm 
thousand,  of  which  probably  over  eight  w 
sand  were  engaged.  It  may  be  that  our  if 
lery  engaged  equalled  that  of  the  eneaj.sl 
that  their  cavalry  exceeded  ours  innate 
Our  loss  was:  killed,  six  officers. tweto » 
commissioned  officers,  and  sixty-two  pmw 
wounded,  twenty-seven  officer*,  fifty-dire  * 
commissioned  officers,  and  two  hundred  c 
sixty-two  privates,  of  which  number  hkp 
enty  were  left' on  the  field;  mi^,tfc« 
officers,  twenty-one  non-comraiseioL-w 
and  two  hundred  and  thirty-five  prine 
Nearly  all  the  missing  were  captured, 
days  after  the  battle  a  Federal  officer  «r 
that  their  loss  in  killed  was  four  hundnd  u 
eighteen. 

Their  wounded  upon  the  snppoeitkffl  Mt 
bears  some  relation  to  their  killed. mow,* 
be  such  as  to  make  their  total  Iomwk*1 
three  times  that  of  ours.  Our  wounded 
ed  that  care  and  attention  from  the  ptf* 
ladies  of  Winchester,  which  they  kno* 
how  to  ^ive,  and  our  killed  were  ^^J1. 
loyal  citizens  of  that  town.  The  h«ph&!* 
Baltimoreans  relieved  the  wants  of  (he  «FJ* 
For  these  acts  of  kindness,  on  both  ades** 
Potomac,  I  am  under  lasting  obligation  w 
officers  and  men  of  the  various  regioetf* 
^batteries  deserve  great  praise.  In  comer*  ' 
of  Major  F.  B.  Jones,  Second  Regiment  Vvpe 
Volunteers,  being  familiar  with  the  locdfcj.^ 
was  detached  from  his  regiment  and  acted  •* 
staff  officer  during  the  engagement,  and  b* 
his  familiarity  with  the  country,  added  i 
his  zeal  and  daring,  rendered  very  vdd 
service. 

Br.  Hunter  McGuire,  Medical  Director  J 
charged  his  duties  in  a  manner  which  pro 
him  ad  mirably  qualified  for  his  position. 

Major  J.A.  Harman,  Chief  Quartermaster,  i 
discharged  his  duties.  * 

Major  W.  J.  Hawkes,  Chief  Awnmirr^ 1 
his  usual  foresight,  had  the  wants  of  nii'dq 
ment  well  supplied. 

First  Lieutenant  G.  O.  Junkms,  A.  D.  CL 
A*  A.  A.  General.  faithfully  and  efinefltry 
voted  himself  to  his  duties  until  near  the  c 
of  the  engagement,  when  I  regret  to  say  be 
captured  oy  the  enemy. 

First  lieutenant  A.  8.  Pendleton,  A.  D.  C 
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eminently  qualified  for  his  duties, 
lera  in  a  highly  satisfactory  manner, 
enant  J.  K.  Boswell,  Chief  Engineer, 
mble  service, 
inchester  was  not  recovered,  yet 
ortant  object  of  the  present,  that^of 
Toops  that  were  leaving  the  valley, 
renting  a  junction  of  Banks'  com- 
ber forces,  was  accomplished  in  ad- 
heavy  loss  in  killed  and  wounded, 
circumstances,  I  feel  justified  in 
lough  the  field  is  in  possession  of 
it  the  most  essential  fruits  of  the 
rs. 

ully  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  Jackson, 
Major-General 

tHETT, 
D.N.,Va. 


Doc.  56. 


LB  COFFEEVTLLE,  MISSISSIPPI 

RrGENERAL  TTLGEMAN'S  REPOKT. 

iktkbs  Enwr  DmnoN,  Fnwr  Com,  A.  W.  T.  \ 
December  0, 1862.  J 

land  E.  Ivey,  A.  A,  General: 
have  the  honor  to  make  the  follow- 
the  action  of  the  fifth  instant,  be- 
ttleral  advance  guard,  near  Coffee- 
troops  placed  under  my  command 
neral  Lovell,  commanding  First 

ilf-past  two  o'clock  p.  m.,  on  Friday 
h  instant,  whilst  engaged  in  the 
Seville  with  the  various  duties  of 
I  learned  that  the  enemy,  embold- 
successes  heretofore,  had  pushed 
within  one  mile  of  the  town,  and 
commenced  skirmishing  with  our 
f  cavalry,  Major-General  Lovell, 
First  corps,  had  gone  out  with  a 
r  division  to  check  them,  I  irame- 
•ut  with  a  portion  of  my  staff  and 

0  the  point  selected  by  General 
ich  to  form,  and  found  that  he  had 
rd  a  portion  of  the  First  brigade, 

1  Baldwin,  on  the  right  of  the  main 
r  Valley,  whilst  the  Ninth  Arkan- 
I  Rust's  division,  commanded  by 
p,  was  placed  in  line  of  battle  on 

same  road.  Colonel  A.  P.  Thomp- 
ling  brigade,  of  the  Second  divis- 
een  ordered  to  place  the  Third  Ken- 
it  of  his  brigade  upon  a  road  lead- 
^offeeville  to  the  west  of  the  main 
if,  in  order  to  watch  our  left  flank, 
in  road  and  in  rear  of  the  First 

a  small  eminence,  four  pieces  of 
>een  placed,  being  part  of  Captain 
>mpany  of  the  Point  Coupee  artil- 
,t  three  hundred  yards  to  the  rear 
y  two  Parrott  guns  from  Captain 

,  Rebellion  Record,  Dooamenta,  page  380. 


Hedden's  battery,  of  my  own  division,  were 
placed  on  a  still  higher  point,  and  in  a  position 
not  to  endanger  the  infantry  or  the  battery  in 
front,  should  occasion  present  itself  to  open 
upon  the  enemy.  Before  reaching  the  point  at 
which  General  Lovell  was  stationed,  I  heard 
brisk  cannonading,  and  on  joining  General 
Lovell, near  where  the  fear  battery  was  placed, 
found  that  it  proceeded  from  our  advanced  bat- 
tery, which  was  being  replied  to  by  a  rifle  gun  of 
the  enemy.  • 

I  immediately  reported  for  orders  to  General 
Lovell,  who  directed  me  to  ride  with  him  to  the 
position  held  by  the  advanced  battery.  On 
reaching  that  point  and  finding  that  the  enemy 
had  obtained  the  exact  range  of  our  guns,  I  re- 
tired, with  General  Lovell,  to  the  rear  battery, 
and  was  immediately  ordered  to  open  fire  with 
the  Parrott  guns,  at  short  intervals.  This  was 
done,  and  in  a  few  moments  the  fire  of  the  ene- 
my's battery  ceased. 

I  then  asked  permission  of  the  Major-General 
commanding  to  press  the  enemy  and  drive  them 
back,  and  upon  receiving  his  orders  to  do  so, 
with  information  that  General  Rust  had  been 
ordered  to  manoeuvre  on  my  right  with  parts  of 
two  of  his  brigades,  rode  rapidly  to  tho  front, 
ordering,  at  the  same  time,  the  Fourteenth 
Mississippi  regiment,  under  Major  Doss,  which 
had  been  held  in  reserve,  to  move  up  at  double- 
quick  and  take  position  on  the  extreme  right  of 
my  line.  The  cavalry,  under  Colonel  Jackson, 
numbering  about  seven  hundred,  were  placed  at 
my  disposal  also.  The  proper  disposition  of  the 
forces  was  soon  made;  orders  were  given  to 
General  Baldwin,  on  the  right,  and  to  Colonel  A. 
P.  Thompson,  of  the  Second  division,  who  had 
assumed  the  direction  of  the  Ninth  Arkansas, 
of  his  own  brigade,  to  deploy  the  rijrht  compa- 
nies from  each  regiment,  as  skirmishers,  one 
hundred  paces  in  front  of  the  main  line.  A 
greater  distance  was  not  deemed  prudent,  as 
the  woods  were  very  dense  and  the  enemy 
known  to  be  in  close  proximity.  The  cavalry 
was  formed  in  the  mam  road  and  ordered  to 
move  with  caution  in  rear  of  the  main  line.  The 
line  of  skirmishers  being  formed  and  every- 
thing prepared,  orders  were  given  to  the  men 
to  hold  their  fire  until  within  fifty  yards;  to 
move  with  caution  until  the  enemy  was  reached, 
but  then  to  press  them  with  all  their  energy. 
The  command,  "  forward,"  was  given,  and  both 
skirmishers  and  the  main  line  moved.  The  line 
had  not  advanced  two  hundred  yards  before  the 
enemy  opened  on  our  left  a  brisk  fire.  This  was 
answered  first  by  a  yell  along  our  whole  line, 
the  men  moving  rapidly  and  with  great  enthu- 
siasm until  they  were  within  good  range,  when 
the  Ninth  Arkansas,  directed  by  Colonel  A.  P. 
Thompson,  and  the  Eighth  Kentucky,  under 
Colonel  H.  B.  Lyon,  opened  fire  in  return.  Very 
soon  the  fire  extended  towards  our  right,  along 
the  Twenty-third  Mississippi,  under  Lieutenant 
Colonel  McCarley,  and  the  Twenty^ixth  Missis- 
sippi, under  Major  Parker.  The  order  to  press 
the  enemy  was  fully  carried  out,  and  they  were 


across  it,  dismounting  and  Bending  their  horses 
to  the  rear.  They  had  all  the  advantage  of  po- 
sition, being  covered  by  the  woodland,  whilst 
our  men  advanced  across  die  open  field.  At 
these  points  the  fire  of  the  enemy  was  terrific, 
bat  nothing  could  stop  the  onward  movement, 
and  onr  men  moved  forward  without  slackening 
their  pace  in  the  least  Having  driven  the  ene- 
my for  more  than  a  mile,  it  occurred  to  me  that 
should  the  troops  of  General  Rust's  command 
not  have  moved  to  their  left  far  enough  to  guard 
my  right  flank,  that  I  might  nm  some  risk  of 
being  outflanked.  To  guard  against  this,  I  de- 
tached Lieutenant  Barbour,  commanding  my 
body-guard,  with  a  portion  of  his  men,  with 
orders  to  move  at  full  speed  to  my  extreme 
right  and  take  position,  with  his  men  well  ex- 
tended, and  watch  my  right  flank.  No  sooner 
had  he  readied  the  point  and  commenced  mov- 
ing up  with  our  main  lino  than  he  was  fired  upon 
by  the  enemy.  Lieutenant  Barbour  immediately 
sent  a  courier  informing  me  of  the  fact,  when  I 
ordered  the  Fourteenth  Mississippi,  under  Ma- 
jor Doss,  to  move  at  double-quick,  by  the  right 
flank,  until  he  reached  the  point  occupied  by 
Lieutenant  Barbour,  then  to  assume  his  original 
front  and  press  them  again.  During  all  this  time 
the  enemy  were  interruptedly  driven  from  every 
position,  and  forced  back  to  a  point  three  miles 
from  Coffeeville,  when,  on  reaching  a  command- 
ing position,  they  opened  fire  from  their  artil- 
lery again,  supported  by  the  severest  fire  of 
musketry  we  had  yet  encountered.  The  heavi- 
est fire  was  encountered  by  the  Ninth  Ar- 
kansas regiment  and  the  Eighth  Kentucky 
regiment.  Their  efforts  were,  however,  useless ; 
nothing  could  check  the  advance  of  our  men, 
and  the  position  was  carried  without  a  moment's 
delay,  just  at  dark. 
It  occurred  to  me  a  few  moments  before  this, 

that  a  di&flh  of  nur  ravntlrv  micrht  havm  aprinrflH 


Killed,  seven;  wounded,  to 
the  enemy,  thirty-four  kfl 
Lieutenant-Colonel  McCulloi 
Lieutenant,  who  gave  his 
bury  (of  the  Third  Missouri] 
ing.  The  wounded  of  the  c 
accurately  ascertained,  inai 
were  not  too  badly  wounds 
horseback  as  fast  as  they  fell 
wounded  by  the  number  kill 
tio  as  that  known  to  exis 
wounded  may  be  given  at 
thirty-four,  which,  from  the  i 
act  of  being  removed,  is  unci 
the  actual  loss.  Sixteen 
wounded  fell  into  our  hand 
oners,  with  seventeen  horsei 
and  accoutrements,  were  cap 
Among  the  prisoners  wei 
several  non-commissioned  off 
on  both  sides  were  remove- 
ville,  and  every  care  taken  c 
were  buried  next  morning. 
Federal  Lieutenant  was  dec* 
headstone  marked  so  that  it « 
The  body  of  Lieutenant-Cole 
not  secured.  The  command 
position  near  Coffeeville,  an< 
of  battle.  The  whole  affair 
cess,  and  taught  the  enemy  ; 
they  will  not  soon  forget, 
in  the  most  gallant  manne 
emulated  each  other.  All  <3 
I  take  especial  pleasure  in  m 
of  Brigadier-General  W.  E. 
division,  and  Colonel  A.  ] 
manding  brigade  iu  Goner 
These  officers  in  command  c 
displayed  the  greatest  coch 
lantrv.  The  brunt  of  the 
thft  tCinth  ArkaiiRnn.  C-iilon 
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ision,  wounded  Colonel  Misner, 
orderly  and  three  men.  These 
ed  by  a  non-conimissioned  officer 
oners. 

•e  especially  due  to  those  of  my 
rho  were  present  Major  Watts, 
ral ;  Major  Halliday,  Chief  Com- 
enant  George  Moorman,  Aide-de- 
mt  Tilghman,  A  ide-de-Camp ;  ren- 
efficient  and  valuable  service. 

great  pleasure,  also,  Lieutenant 
andine  my  body-guard,  together 
t  Lunay,  of  that  company.  These 
3ir  men  rendered  me  great  aid. 
vice  of  Lieutenant  Barbour,  on 
may  have  saved  us  probably  from 

The  whole  force  engaged  on  our 


side  may  be  stated  as  not  exceeding  thirteen 
hundred  men,  whilst  the  enemy  is  known  to  have 
had  not  less  than  five  regiments,  numbering  not 
less  than  thirty-five  hundred  men.  Enclosed  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  a  correct  list  of  the 
killed  and  wounded  on  our  side. 

I  regret  the  absence  of  Captain  Powhatan 
Ellis,  Chief  of  Staff,  during  the  action.  He  was 
engaged  at  my  headquarters  in  an  important 
business ;  and  I  was  thus  deprived  of  his  val- 
uable services.  The  same  may  be  said  of  oth- 
ers of  my  staff  who  were  absent  on  duty  at 
various  points. ' 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Lloyd  Tilghman. 

Commanding  First  Division,  First  Corps,  Army  West  Jenn. 


Casualties  in  (he  Action, 


Brmads— First  Dmnow— Fun  Govs, 
W.  K.  Bald wcr,  oomjuutodcg. 


slppi.  Major  Parke  commanding  

olonel  Lyon  commanding  

flippl,  Lieutenant-Colonel  McCarley  commanding, 
ppi,  Major  W.  L.  Doss  commanding  


Bmqapb  Bboowp  Di'fluon— First  Costs. 
LQifKL  A,  P.  Thompson,  ooaausama. 


unteers., 


Killed. 


Wouxdsd. 


3 
6 
14 
S 


17 


10 


Total. 


7 

11 
20 
S 


iat  the  above  is  a  correct  return,  as  reported. 

Lloyd  Tllghman, 
Brigadier-General,  commanding  First  Division. 


Doc,  57. 
j  OF  NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

IENERAL  LOYELL'S  REPORTS. 

HSADQUABTKRS  DKPASXMKMT  No.  L  \ 

jAOXBOir,  Miss.,  May  27,  1802.  J* 

oer,  Adjutant  and  Inspecfor-Gfcn- 
%ondy  Virginia: 

th  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose 
rente  attendant  upon  the  fall  of 
Also  the  reports  of  General 
aral  Duncan,  the  report  of  Iieu- 
liggins  and  Captain  Squires,  and 
»  killed  and  wounded  at  these 

pectfully, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

M.  Lovbll, 
Major-Genera],  commanding. 

OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  LOVELL. 

HSADQUARTKRS  DSPARXVXRT  NO.  1,  \ 

Vicksbubo,  May  23,  1802.  J 

?cT,  Adjutant  and  Ihspector-Gen- 
wnd,  Virginia  x 

th  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit 


the  reports  of  Brigadier-Generals  Duncan  and 
Smith,  with  the  accompanying  documents,  of 
the  operations  preceding  and  attendant  upon 
the  fall  of  New  Orleans. 

The  department  is  fully  aware,  from  my  offi- 
cial correspondence  and  telegraphic  despatches, 
of  the  exact  nature  of  the  defences  erected  for 
the  protection  of  that  city ;  consisting,  in  gen- 
eral terms,  of  an  exterior  Hue  of  forts  and  earth- 
works, intended  to  prevent  the  entrance  of  the 
armed  vessels  of  the  enemy,  and  an  interior  line 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  city,  which 
was  constructed  almost  entirely  with  reference 
to  repeUing  any  attack  made  by  land  with  in- 
fantry. Where  this  line  crossed  the  river  below 
the  city,  it  was  intended  to  have  a  battery  of 
twelve  thirty-two  and  ten  forty-two-pounders, 
which  it  was  considered  would  enable  us  to  drive 
back  any  small  number  of  ships  that  might  suc- 
ceed in  passing  the  obstructions  at  the  forts, 
under  the  fire  of  their  guns.  But,  whether  suf- 
ficient or  not,  no  more  were  to  be  had,  and  sub- 
sequently, at  the  earnest  reouest  of  the  naval 
authorities,  I  transferred  the  ibrtv-two-pound  ere 
to  the  steamers  Carondelet  and  Bienville,  for 
service  on  Lake  Pontchartrain,  in  connection 
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with  Forts  Pike  and  Macomb.  Immediately 
after  I  assumed  command  of  the  department, 
finding  that  there  were  no  guns  of  the  heaviest 
calibre,  I  applied  to  Richmond,  Pensacola,  and 
other  points,  for  some  ten-inch  columbiads  and 
sea-coast  mortars,  which  I  considered  necessary 
to  the  defence  of  the  lower  river,  but  none 
could  be  spared  ;  the  general  impression  being 
that  Now  Orleans  would  not  be  attacked  by  the 
river,  and  I  was  therefore  compelled  to  make 
the  best  possible  defence  with  the  guns  at  my 
disposal.  Twelve  forty-two-pounders  were  sent 
to  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip,  together  with 
a  large  additional  quantity  of  powder,  and  be- 
ing convinced  that  with  the  guns  of  inferior 
calibre  mounted  there  we  could  not  hinder 
steamers  from  passing,  unless  they  could  be 
detained  for  some  time  under  the  fire  of  the 
works,  I  pushed  forward  rapidly  the  construc- 
tion of  a  raft,  which  offered  a  complete  obstruc- 
tion to  the  passago  of  vessels  up  the  river,  ex- 
cept through  a  small  opening,  and  then  only 
one  at  a  time.  The  forts  had  soventy-five  or 
eighty  guns  that  could  be  brought  successively 
to  bear  upon  the  river,  were  manned  by  garri- 
sons of  well-trained  artillerists,  affording  a 
double  relief  to  each  gun,  and  commanded  by 
officers  who  had  no  superiors  in  any  service. 
Under  these  circumstances,  although  I  feared 
the  high  water  in  the  Spring,  with  the  accom- 
panying drift,  would  carry  away  tho  raft,  yet 
every  confidence  was  felt  that  the  river  would 
remain  closed  until  such  time  as  the  iron-clad 
steamers  Mississippi  and  Louisiana  could  bo 
finished,  which  I  was  confidently  informed 
would  not  be  later  than  the  first  of  February. 
The  first  raft  constructed  was  not  carried  away 
by  the  high  water  and  drift  until  the  latter  part 
of  Februarv.  But  with  funds  placed  at  my  dis- 
posal by  the  citizens  of  New  Orleans,  another 
was  placed  in  position  in  March,  by  the  ener- 
getic labors  of  Colonel  Higgins  and  others,  and 
the  position  was  again  temporarily  secure.  No 
heavy  guns  had  yet  been  received,  although 
strenuous  applications  were  made  by  me  to  get 
some  from  Pcnsaeola,  when  that  place  was 
abandoned.  The  general  impression  of  all 
those  to  whom  I  applied  was,  that  the  largest 
guns  should  be  placed  above  New  Orleans,  not 
below,  although  I  had  notified  the  department, 
on  the  twenty-second  of  March,  that  in  my 
judgment  the  fleet  only  awaited  the  arrival  of 
the  mortar  vessels  to  attempt  to  pass  up  the 
river  from  below.  By  means,  however,  of  an 
energetic  and  persevering  officer,  Major  W.  P. 
Duncan,  Commissary  of  Subsistence,  three  ten- 
inch  columbiads  and  five  mortars  were  finally 
procured  and  brought  over  just  in  time  to>  be 
put  up  as  the  firing  commenced.  Thinking  that 
the  enemy's  troops  at  Islo  Breton  were  intended 
to  land  at  Quarantine  and  act  in  rear  of  Fort  St. 
Philip.  I  ordered  Colonel  Sysmauskifs  regiment 
of  ninety  days'  men,  armed  with  shot  guns,  to 
that  point  as  a  protection.  I  had,  likewise,  or- 
ganized two  companies  of  sharpshooters  and 
swamp  hunters,  under  Captains  Mullen  and  Lar- 


tique,  which  were  sent  down  for  opou  r.  134 
the  enemy's  vessels  from  the  bankioftberire 
but  the  high  water  keeping  the  radar  a 
night  nearly  waist  deep  in  water,  foou  *»  , 
ellcd  them  to  abandon  their  pcata*  Irf  ! 
ere  state  that  every  Confederate  hJdvs  t 
New  Orleans,  with  the  exception  of  we*  s 
pany,  had  been  ordered  to  Corinth  to  jocfo  T 
eral  Beauregard,  in  March,  sod  the  dtp  a  i 
only  garrisoned  by  about  three  thomaim  f 
day  troops — called  out  by  the  Governor,*4  if  j 
request---of  whom  about  one  thoundts  s 
hundred  had  muskets,  and  the  rennicArsj  j 
guns  of  an  indifierent  description.  4 
The  river  rose  rapidly  in  April,  tod  ■  , 
drove  out  Sysmauski's  regiment,  which  v»  j 
moved  to  the  west  bank,  about  six  cfoibf*  . 
Fort  Jackson.   The  whole  country  beast  a  j 
vast  sheet  of  water,  which  rose  in  the  foe  , 
covered  places  heretofore  safe  from  its  eieufc  ; 
ments.   Under  the  tremendous  presnre  of  fc  J 
current  and  a  storm  of  wind  and  rain,  the  seta!  < 
raft  was  broken  away  in  the  night  of  Frkbf.  , 
the  eleventh  uf  April,"  two  days  before  tho »  \ 
my  first  opened  fire.   The  fourteen  rail 
Montgomery  River  defence  expedition  had  he  , 
ordered  by  the  department,  wnen  compfcais 
be  sent  up  to  Memphis  and  Fort  Pillow,  1** 
lieving  the  danger  of  attack  to  be  greater  fa 
below,  I  detained  six  of  them  at  New  Odd 
of  which  change  the  department  was  Hb  i 
vised.   At  my  suggestion,  Governor  Mwi k 
also  fitted  up  two  steamers,  which  were*** 
the  forts  below  the  city.  A  large  wnbfi* 
fire-rafte  were  also  constructed  and  Ml 
down,  and  two  small  steamers  were  eiqfoi 
for  the  special  purpose  of  towing  thex  & 
into  position  where  they  could  be  most 
so  as  to  leave  tho  armed  vessels  free  to 
against  the  enemy.  I  telegraphed  Generate 
regard  to  send  do  wn  the  iron-clad  ram  Mm* 
and  when  the  Secretary  of  the  Navjoria* 
the  steamer  Louisiana  to  be  sent  abo  q-fc 
river,  I  protested  through  the  War  Deprfttf- 
being  satisfied  that  we  required  more  to* 
guns  below.   She  was  eventually  pennitoH 
go  down  the  river  on  Sunday,  the  twentitfr 
April,  but  not  in  a  condition  to  use  her  nvtt 
power  with  effect. 

It  was  hoped  that,  notwithstanding  this! 
would  be  able  to  assume  a  position  below  P 
St  Philip,  discovering  the  location  of  the  aw 
boats,  and  being  herself  proof  against  dim* 
dislodge  the  enemv  with  her  guns,  which  1 
of  very  heavy  calibre.  Knowing,  also,  do) 
incessant  bombardment  kept  General  Da 
closely  confined  to  Fort  Jacksont  so  that  he  c 

five  no  .orders  to  the  river  defence  steal 
placed  the  whole  under  the  control  of  ft] 
Mitchell  the  armed  steamers  as  weD  as  the 
intended  to  tow  down  the  fire-rafts.  I  will 
state,  that  the  river  defence  fleet  proved  a 
ure,  for  the  very  reasons  aet  forth  in  my  ku 
the  department  of  the  fifteenth  of  April  Ci 
to  govern  themselves,  and  unwilling  to  be 
erned  by  others,  their  almost  total  want  of 
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and  discipline,  rendered  them 
dpless,  when  the  enemy  finally 
em  suddenly  in  a  dark  night  I 
:h  that  the  department  did  not 
>le  to  grant  my  request  to  place 
t  head  in  charge  of  these  steam- 
subsequently,  that  the  Louisiana 
hove  the  forts  and  that  the  fire- 
tent  down,  I  telegraphed  Captain 
sting  him  to  attend  to  it,  and 
id  upon  Commodore  Whittlo  and 

0  order  tho  steamer  to  take  the 
a  below  tho  forts,  This  he  de- 
t  telegraphed  Captain  Mitchell, 
strain  a  point  to  place  the  vessel 
udgment,  it  was  advisable."  No 
t,  was  made,  and  in  the  night  of 

1  March,  I  went  down  myself  in 
urge  Captain  Mitchell  to  have 
ichored  in  the  position  indicated, 
i  why  the  fire-rafts  were  not  sent 
moments  after  the  attack  corn- 
enemy  succeeded  in  passing  with 
is  described  in  General  Duncan's 
battle  of  New  Orleans,  as  against 
as  over,  I  returned  at  once  to 
ly  escaping  capture,  and  giving 
al  Smith,  in  command  of  the  in- 
jrepare  to  make  all  possible  re- 
enemy's  fleet  at  the  earthwork 
'  tho  town,  instructed  Colonel 
everal  steamers  ready  to  remove, 
e,  the  commissary  and  ordnance 
isfied  that  the  low  developments 
ild  offer  no  protracted  resistance 
fleet,  whose  guns,  owing  to  the 
ked  down  upon  the  surface  of 
I  could  sweep  away  any  number 
n  enfilading  fire.  These  lines, 
rked,  were  intended  mainly  to 
ick,  but  in  a  high  stage  of  water 
tenable  by  infantry  against  guns 
lg  been  reported  to  me  that  a 
tr  of  desperately  bold  men  could 
jcther  to  board  the  enemy's  ves- 
them  by  assault,  I  authorized 
seize  such  steamers  as  might  be 
i  purpose,  and  to  attempt  it  He 
thousand  men  by  public  advor- 
ing  able  to  find  but  about  a  hun- 
L  undertake  it,  he  abandoned  the 

>  morning  of  the  twenty-fifth  the 
Ivanced  upon  the  batteries  and 
ch  was  returned  with  spirit  by 
ng  as  their  powder  lasted,  but 
ent  effect  upon  the  enemy.  The 
d  for  this  battery  of  thirty- two- 
been  transferred  by  me  to  the 
ma  a  few  days  before,  under 
i  that  it  would  render  much 
Tom  her  heavy  rifles  and  shell 
.  a  battery  of  light  thirty-twos, 
ions  at  these  works,  you  are 
Ferred  to  General  Smith's  re- 
ater  portion  of  the  ordnance 
his,  and  quarantine  property, 


were  sent  from  the  city  by  rail  or  steamer,  and 
a  portion  of  the  volunteers  also  took  the  cars 
for  Camp  Moore,  seventy-eight  miles  distant  on 
the  Jackson  Railroad.  The  greater  part  of  the 
ninety-days'  troops  disbanded  and  returned  to 
their  homes.  There  were  two  or  three  regi- 
ments and  smaller  bodies  of  men  raised  for  Con- 
federate service,  in  the  city  at  the  time,  but  be- 
ing entirely  without  arms  of  any  kind  they 
could  be  of  no  service,  and  were  also  ordered 
to  Camp  Moore.  I  adopted  this  course,  recogniz- 
ing the  perfect  absurdity  of  confronting  more 
than  one  hundred  guns  afloat  of  the  largest 
calibre,  well  manned  and  served,  and  looking 
down  upon  the  city,  with  less  than  three  thou- 
sand militia,  mostly. armed  with  indifferent  shot 
guns.  It  would,  in  my  judgment,  have  been  a 
wanton  and  criminal  waste  of  the  blood  of 
women  and  children,  without  the  possibility  of 
any  good  result,  for  the  enemy  had  only  to 
anchor  one  of  his  ships  at  Kenner  to  command 
the  Jackson  Railroad,  and  he  could  have  re- 
duced the  city  to  ashes  at  his  leisure,  without 
being  able  to  make  any  resistance  whatever. 

Why  he  did  not  occupy  Kenner  and  cut  off 
all  exit  from  the  city  immediately,  I  do  not  un- 
derstand. Presuming  that  he  would  do  so,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  I  had  requested  Captains  Poin- 
dexter  and  Gwathney,  of  the  navy,  to  have  all  . 
the  steamers  ready  in  Lake  Pontchar train,  to  > 
carry  the  troops  over  to  Madisonville,  whence 
they  could  reach  Camp  Moore,  A  portion  of 
them  were  taken  over  by  this  route.  Knowing 
that  the  enemy  would  at  once  seize  the  Ope- 
lousas  Railroad,  and  thus  cut  off  the  troops  oc-  • 
copying  the  works  on  the  coast  of  West  Louisi- 
ana, I  sent  orders  to  the  different  commanding 
officers  at  Ports  Livingston,  Guiorr,  Quitman, 
Berwick,  and  Chene,  to  destroy  their  suns,  and 
taking  their  small  arms,  provisions,  and  ammuni- 
tion, to  join  me  at  Camp  Moore.  Major  Joy 
brought  away  the  troops  at  the  two  latter  forts 
in  a  very  creditable  manner,  but  those  at  the 
other  works  became  demoralized,  disbanded, 
and  retured  to  New  Orleans.  I  gave  verbal  in- 
structions to  Colonel  Fuller  to  have  the  garrisons 
of  Forts  Pike  and  Macomb,  battery  Bienvenu,and 
Tower  Dupre,  ready  to  move  at  a  moment's 
notice,  as  their  posts  were  dependent  on  the 
city  for  provisions,  and  frequently  fur  water. 
It  was  understood  that  the  naval  steamers,  in 
connection  with  other  vessels.in  the  lake,  should 
bring  away  these  garrisons  when  called  upon  to 
do  so ;  and  after  my  arrival  at  Camp  Moore,  orders 
were  given  on  the  twenty-sixth  to  go  for  them, 
as  I  had  been  informed  that  Forts  Jackson  and 
St  Philip  had  been  surrendered.  Finding  that 
this  report  was  untrue,  I  immediately  counter- 
manded the  orders,  giving  instructions  that 
they  should  be  held  until  further  notice,  but  be- 
fore either  could  reach  Madisonville  it  was  re- 
ported that  the  whole  command  was  already  at 
Covington.  I  advised  Captain  Poindezter  to 
make  his  way  to  Mobile  with  his  armed  steam- 
ers, but  he  concluded  to  destroy  them.  We, 
however,  procured  from  them  some  of  the  guns 


*hient,  and  recognizing  the  utter  impossibility  of 
removing  the  women  and  children,  I  should 
withdraw  my  troops  and  turn  it  over  to  the 
civil  authorities.  This  I  did  in  compliance  with 
the  expressed  opinion  of  all -the  prominent  citi- 
zens around  me — that  it  would  be  a  useless 
waste  of  bloody  without  being  productive  of 
any  beneficial  results  to  the  cause,  for  the  troops 
to  remain.  Captain  Bailey  then  returned  to  his 
ship,  under  escort  through  the  city,  at  his  own 
request,  of  two  officers  of  my  staff,  Colonel 
Lovell  and  Major  James,  and  I  then  advised  the 
Mayor  not  to  surrender  the  city,  nor  to  allow 
the  flags  to  be  taken  down  by  any  of  our  people, 
but  to  leave  it  to  the  enemy  to  take  -them  down 
himself.  This  advice  was  followed  by  the  city 
authorities ;  but  the  idea  being  held  out  in  their 
subsequent  correspondence  with  the  Federal 
officers,  that  they  were  placed  in  "a  defenceless 
condition  by  the  withdrawal  of  the  troops,  but 
for  which  a  different  course  might  have  been 

5 pursued,  I  promptly  telegraphed  to  Major 
Tames,  of  my  staff,  then  in  tho  city,  offering  to 
return  at  once  with  my  whole  command,  if  the 
citizens  felt  disposed  to  resist  to  the  last  ex- 
tremity, and  remain  with  them  to  the  end.  I  had 
deliberately  made  up  my  mind,  that  although 
such  a  step  would  be  entirely  indefensible,  in  a 
military  point  of  view,  yet  if  the  people  of  New 
Orleans  were  desirous  of  signalizing  their  pa- 
triotism and  devotion  to  the  cause  by  the  bom- 
bardment and  burning  of  their  city,  I  would  re- 
turn with  my  troops  and  not  leave  as  long  as 
one  brick  remained  upon  another.  The  only 
palliation  for  such  an  act  would  be,  that  it  would 
give  unmistakable  evidence  to  the  world  that  our 
people  were  in  deadly  earnest  This  deter- 
mination, plainly  expressed  in  my  despatches 
to  Major  James  (herewith  transmitted  marked 
A),  was  read  by  him  to  the  Mayor,  and  also  to 

t.hft  r.itv  rnnno.il    in  nreflnnp.A  of  on«  or  mora 


brought  out  a  large  axnoi 
property  and  stores,  as  w 
State  of  Louisiana.  Near 
brought  awav  except  the  hi 
property  which  persons  in 
stroyed,  and  everything  mig 
had  not  persons  refused  to  1 
fearing  that  they  might  be  i 
meut  by  the  enemy.  Man 
work  for  Confederate  monej 
some  delay  and  difficulty 
stores.  I  feel  gratified,  ho* 
to  state  that  we  brought  t 
that  would  leave,  and,  incluc 
the  State,  a  greater  amoun 
longed  to  the  government 
bring  was  from  inability  to 
In  this  duty  I  was  mainly  i 
Lovell,  Major  James,  Major 
bles,  and  lieutenant  McDo 
government  is  greatly  indeb 
much  valuable  property.  1 
great  distress  to  me  to  see  t 
of  toil  and  labor  swept  a* 
but  it  was,  in  my  opinion, 
to  the  following  causes,  wh 
any  possibility  control : 

1st  The  want  of  a  suffici 
of  heavy  calibre,  which  e 
made  to  procure,  without  si 

2d.  The  failure  through  ii 
of  energy  of  those  who  had 
struction  of  the  iron-clad 
and  Mississippi,  to  have  the 
time  specified,  so  as  to  sup] 
structions;  and,  finally,  th 
officers  in  charge  of  the  Loi 
(though  not  entirely  ready] 
battery  in  the  position  in 
Duncan  and  myself.  On  thei 

onltr  oH-viaa  nnrl  antnrtkaf.  no 
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;  and  regular  food,  with  a  heroic  eu- 
ch  is  beyond  all  praise.  That  the 
>eded  in  passing  a  large  portion  of 
the  forts  on  a  dark  night,  under  a 
9  due  to  no  fault  of  the  garrison  of 
liey  did  their  whole  duty,  nobly  and 
nd  had  they  been  seconded,  as  they 
t  been,  by  the  defences  afloat,  we 
hove  to  record  the  fall  of  New 

Beers  of  my  staff,  who  underwent 
were  and  arduous  labor,  collecting 
ating  resources,  with  the  most  lim- 
uid  preparing  all  sorts  of  materials 
is  of  war  by  ingenious  makeshifts,  I 
tanks.  Left  in  the  city  with  a  small 
ly  armed  militia,  all  opportunity  for 
r  glory  was  cut  off;  yet  they  never 
teir  zeal  and  devotion  to  the  cause, 
mntry  knows  all  that  was  done,  and 
disadvantages  it  was  accomplished, 
jnt  that  their  verdict  will  do  ample 
3se  who  shared  equally  in  the  labors 
on,  while  they  were  denied  the 
ng  part  in  the  defence.  The  battle 
ce  of  New  Orleans  was  fought  and 
Jackson  and  8t  Philip. 
)rdinary  and  remarkable  conduct  of 
3  of  these  forts,  in  breaking  out  in 
r,  after  covering  themselves  with 
ir  heroic  defence,  is  one  of  those 
mlies  for  which  I  do  not  pretend  to 
le  nets  are  recorded  and  speak  for 
The  causes  will,  probably,  never 
full. 

ietailed  accounts  of  the  bombard- 
forts,  and  the  engagements  at  the 
passage  of  the  fleets  by  them  and 
at  Chalmette,  you  are  respectfully 
the  accompanying  reports  of  Gen- 
l  and  Smith.  There  were  no  bat- 
;  at  these  two  points,  for  the  reason 
could  be  procured  to  place  in  them. 
>nt  occasion  to  regret  that  it  was 
rible  to  give  me  control  of  the  de- 
as  well  as  here.  A  single  control- 
ight  have  made  all  the  resources 
le  and  efficient  in  working  out  the 
t 

respectfully, 

our  obedient  servant, 

M.  Lovkix, 
MaJor-<3«neral,  commanding. 

(A.) 

Camp  Moon,  April  88, 1103. 
j,  New  Orleans: 

>le  are  willing  to  stand  the  result,  I 
ir  thousand  five  hundred  men  down, 
can  give  them  arms  and  powder, 
:>ng  as  a  brick  remains.  It  is  their 
i  endeavoring  to  consult,  not  the 
men.  I  have  nothing  but  infantry 
eries  of  field  artillery,  which  would 
against  ships.  I  will  come  down 
y  wish  it,  and  bring  the  men  along 


as  fast  as  ready.  They  are  newly  raised  regi- 
ments, and  are  being  now  armed  and  equipped, 
as  you  know.  Can  begin  to  bring  them  down  to- 
morrow, if  that  is  the  desire  of  the  citizens. 
Shall  I  come  down  myself  to-night  ?  Will  do  so 
if  I  can  be  of  any  assistance,  and  leave  General 
Smith  to  complete  the  organization,  and  bring 
down  the  five  regiments  when  ready.  The  citi- 
zens must  decide  as  to  the  consequences.  I 
will  come  if  it  is  wished,  cheerfully. 

M.  Lovkll, 
Major -General,  commanding. « 

£axp  Moon,  April  28. 1862. 

Major  Jama,  New  Orleans : 

I  shall  start  down  myself  with  an  aid  now, 
and  am  perfectly  ready,  if  it  is  the  desire  of  the 
city,  to  hold  it  to  the  end.  It  is  for  them  to  say, 
not  me. 

M.  Lovkll, 
Majtfr-General,  commanding, 

(B.) 

General  AL  LoveU: 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that  wlifle  I 
was  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  on  the  twenty- 
seventh  of  April,  executing  your  orders  to  assist 
in  removing  the  government  and  State  property, 
and  while  the  negotiations  were  going  on  be- 
tween the  city  authorities  and  the  Federal  offi- 
cers for  the  surrender,  I  was  informed  that  the 
nature  of  the  replies  to  the  naval  commander 
was  such  as  to  throw  some  censure  upon  your- 
self, for  leaving  them,  as  the  Mayor  styled  it, 
without  military  protection. 

I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  advise  you  of  this 
immediately,  the  result  of  which  was  the  en- 
closed despatches  from  you,  offering  to  return 
with  your  troops,  and  afford  them  all  the  pro- 
tection in  your  power,  but  that  the  responsibility 
of  any  results  that  might  ensue  must  rest  upon 
the  citizens  themselves.  I  read  your  despatches 
to  the  city  council,  which  was  then  in  session, 
in  presence  of  Mr.  Pierre  Soule,  who  happened 
to  be  there  at  the  time.  That  gentleman,  who 
seemed  to  speak  for  the  Mayor  and  council, 
most  emphatically  declared  that  you  ought  not 
to  return  with  your  troops,  as  did  also  the  Mayor 
and  members  of  the  council.  Several  of  them, 
however,  declared  that  they  would  be  glad  to 
have  you  return  alone,  and  see  matters  for  your- 
self, to  which  effect  I  telegraphed  you.  You 
came  -to  the  city  that  evening,  with  a  single 
Aide*de-Oamp,and  went  with  me  to  the  Mayor's 
house,  where  you,  in  my  presence,  told  him 
that  the  citizens  should  nave  no  cause  to  say 
that  they  were  obliged  to  submit  for  want  of 
military  protection;  that  you  were  ready  and 
willing  to  bring  your  whole  command  into  the 
city  within  twenty-four  hours,  and  undergo  a 
bombardment  with  them,  if  that  was  their  de- 
sire. That  you  had  withdrawn,  to  enable  the 
citizens  to  decide  the  matter  for  themselves,  as 
it  was  they,  and  not  you,  who  had  their  families 
and  property  at  stake.  In  reply,  the  Mayor 
earnestly  declined  your  offer,  stating  that  you 
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had  done  all  in  your  power,  and  that  it  would 
be  a  useless  waste  of  life  to  brine  the  troops 
into  the  city.  He  also  urged  you,  by  all  means, 
to  retire  from  the  city  for  your  own  safety,  and 
subsequently  asked  me  to  persuade  you  to  leave 
as  soon  as  possible,  as  he  would  be  hung  if  die 
United  States  authorities  found  you  were  at  his 
house. 

Very  respectfully. 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

L.  L.  James, 
Volunteer  Aido-de-Gunp. 

(C) 

RZADQUAKKRS  DSPJJOICBIT  NO.  1,  NSW  ObLSAMB, 

Hon.  John  T,  Monroe,  Mayor  of  New  Orleans  : 
8m :  When  the  enemy,  having  succeeded  in 
passing  our  defences  on  the  river  with  his  fleet, 
anchored  abreast  the  city,  it  was  apparent  that 
the  infantry  troops  under  my  command  could 
offer  no  effectual  resistance,  and  their  presence 
would  only  serve  as  a  pretext  and  justification 
for  them  to  open  their  guns  upon  a  city  crowded 
with  women  and  children,  whom  it  was  impos- 
sible to  remove.  Under  these  circumstances,  I 
determined  at  once  to  withdraw  my  troops,  and 
leave  it  to  the  citizens  themselves  to  agree  upon 
the  course  of  action  to  be  pursued,  in  relation 
to  the  welfare  of  their  families  and  property. 
I  now  beg  leave  to  say,  that  if  it  is  the  deter- 
mination of  the  people  of  the  city  to  hold  it  at 
any  and  all  hazards,  I  will  return  with  my 
troops,  and  share  the  danger  with  them.  That 
my  return  will  be  followed  by  bombardment,  is, 
in  my  opinion,  certain ;  but  if  that  is  the  con- 
clusion come  to,  I  will  afford  all  the  protection 
in  my  power. 

Very  respectfully, 

M.  Lovill, 

Itajor-Ctaoeral,  commanding. 
(DO 

Cm?  Moon,  April  80,  1802. 

General  M.  LoveU,  Commanding  Department 
No.  1 : 

General:  At  your  request, upon  my  return 
from  Forts  Jackson  and  St  Philip,  I  accompanied 
you  to  call  upon  Commodore  Whittle,  of  the 
navy,  at  his  headquarters  in  New  Orleans,  for 
the  purpose  of  getting  that  officer,  if  possible, 
to  place  the  iron-clad  gunboat  Louisiana  in  a 
position  below  Forts  Jackson  and  St  Philip,, 
from  which  she  could  enfilade  the  position  of 
the  enemy's  mortar  fleet,  and  drive  them  from 
it,  thereby  relieving  the  forts,  for  a  time  at 
least,  from  the  heavv  bombardment  then  going 
on,  which  would  allow  Brigadier-General  Dun- 
can to  make  such  repairs  as  were  necessary,  and 
what  was  equally  necessary,  give  the  garrison 
some  rest  The  position  designated  for  the  ves- 
sel to  be  placed  in  was  in  an  eddy  upon  the 
Fort  St  Philip  side  of  the  river,  and  under  the 
protection  of  the  guns  of  both  forts,  and  en- 
tirely out  of  the  line  of  the  bombardment ;  and 
it  would  require  a  change  of  position  of  the 


mortar  fleet  to  enable  them  to  strike  t 
with  shell,  if  she  could  have  been  stn 
All  these  facts  were  fully  explained  h 
to  Commodore  Whittle,  and  he  w»  i 
by  you,  by  all  means,  to  place  the  too 
position,  even  if  she  was  lost,  as  the 
ing  the  position  then  held  by  your  troo 
forts,  without  this  assistance,  was  i 
question  of  time.  To  this  earnest  app 
your  part,  Commodore  Whittle  ttlegr 
Commander  Mitchell,  of  the  fleet  sbii< 
above  the  forts,  "to  strain  a  point, 
judgment  it  was  necessary,  to  comply  i 
reouest,  and  place  the  Louisiana  in  the 
before  spoken  of."  As  the  result  sk 
request  of  Commodore  Whittle  to  Co 
Mitchell  was  not  complied  with. 

I  make  this  statement  voluntarily. 
that,  if  ever  the  question  of  the  aci 
New  Orleans  should  arise,  that  yon  • 
every  evidence  to  show  that  it  was  not 
the  want  of  proper  exertions  on  the  in 
land  forces  which  caused  the  fall 
Orleans. 

Very  respectfully, 

Tour  obedient  servant 
LL 
Yolunur  Ak 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  J.  £  DC 
New  OtLZAXK,  Li„  Afri 

Major  J.  G.  Pickett,  Assistant  Adjvto* 
Department  No.  1,  Camp  Moort,  1 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  I 
report  of  the  bombardment  of  Forte 
and  St  Philip,  La.,  from  the  sixteen! 
twenty-fourth  of  April,  1862 : 

About  the  twenty-seventh  of  Mar 
informed  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  E.  Hig 
mantling  Forts  Jackson  and  St  Phih] 
ing  a  part  of  the  coast  defences  un.de 
mand,  that  the  enemy's  fleet  was  cr 
bars,  and  entering  the  Mississippi  ri* 
In  consequence,  I  repaired  at  once  tc 
to  assume  the  general  command  of 
ened  attack  upon  New  Orleans,  wl 
always  anticipated  would  be  made 
quarter.  Upon  ray  arrival,  I  found 
Jackson  was  suffering  severely  fron 
tion  and  backwater,  occasioned  by  tl 
rise  in  the  river,  and  the  continued 
of  strong  easterly  winds.  Not* 
every  effort  which  could  be  made 
kept  daily  increasing  upon  us,  part 
the  sinking  of  the  entire  site,  and  to 
lowness  of  the  country  around  it,  u 
rade-plain  and  casemates  were  ve 
submerged  to  the  depth  of  from  th 
teen  inches.  It  was  with  the  utmo 
and  only  then  by  isolating  the  ma] 
by  pumping  day  and  night,  that 
could  be  kept  out  of  them. 

As  the  officers  and  men  were  si 
live  in  these  open  and  submerge*: 
they  were  greatly  exposed  to  Sis' 
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as  their  clothing  and  feet  were  always 
most  of  their  clothing  and  blankets, 
were  lost  by  the  fire  hereinafter  men- 
Fort  St  Philip,  from  the  same  causes, 
a  similar  condition,  but  to  a  lesser 


attention  having  been  previously  paid  to 
repeated  requisitions  for  guns  of  heavy 
re  for  these  forts,  it  became  necessary,  in 
present  condition,  to  bring  in  and  mount, 
^    "to  build  the  platforms  for  the  three  ten- 
™^  mad  three  eight-inch  columbiads,  the  rilled 
•3^— two  pounder,  and  the  five  ten-inch  sea- 
mortars,  recently  obtained  from  Ponsacola 
~"*-fcae  evacuation  of  that  place,  together  with 
**^o  rifled  seven-inch  guns,  temporarily  bor- 
^^^d    from  the  naval  authorities  in  New 
^•ans.   It  was  also  found  necessary  to  pre- 
tiie  old  water  battery  to  the  rear  of  and 
■:*>'W  Fort  Jackson,  which  had  never  been 
"^^leted,  for  the  reception  of  a  portion  of 
f^uns,  as  well  as  to  construct  mortar-proof 
IS**zines  and  shell  rooms  within  the  same. 

consequence,  also,  of  the  character  of  the 
*^o*ted  attack  by  heavy  mortars,  it  was 
s*>i©d  advisable  to  cover  all  the  main  maga- 
^  •*  »t  both  forts  with  sand-bags  to  a  cousider- 
*3epth,  to  protect  them  against  a  vertical 

great  exertions,  cheerfully  made  by 
officers  and  men,  and  by  working  the  gar- 
^*Xsb  by  reliefs  night  and  day,  this  work  was 
^*^*complished  by  the  thirteenth  of  April.  No 
^*^^r  had  the  two  rifled  Bcven-inch  navy  guns 
S*^-  placed  in  position,  however,  than  orders 
~^^"ed  to  dismount  one  of  them  immediately, 
to  send  the  same  to  the  city  at  once,  to  be 
^^~^3d  on  board  of  the  iron-clad  steamer 
^^^isiana.    I  strongly  remonstrated  against 
removal,  by  telegraph,  but  was  informed  in 
r^*\y  that  the  orders  were  imperative,  and  that 
gun  must  be  sent  without  fail.   It  was 
^*Hwdingly  sent,  but  with  great  difficulty,  owing 
the  overflow  and  the  other  causes  stated. 
i  garrisons  of  both  forts  were  greatly  fatigued 
worn  out  by  these  labors,  performed  as 
"%hey  were  under  pressure,  and  within  sight  of 
"Vie  enemy,  anp!  owing  to  the  many  discomforts 
mid  disadvantages  we  were  laboring  under,  in 
consequence  of  high  water.    In  the  mean  time 
I  had  called  upon  the  General  commanding  the 
department,  for  two  regiments,  to  be  stationed 
at  the  quarantine  buildings,  six  miles  above  the 
forts,  to  act  as  a  reserve  force,  and  to  co-operate 
with  the  forts,  in  case  of  a  combined  land  and 
water  attack.  I  also  asked  for  Captain  W.  G. 
Mullen's  company  of  scouts  and  sharpshooters, 
to  be  stationed  in  the  woods  below  Fort  Jack- 
son, on  the  ri^ht  bank  of  the  river,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  picking  off  the  officers  and  men  from 
the  enemy's  vessels,  when  assuming  their  sev- 
eral positions  of  attack.   Captain  Mullen's  com- 
pany, of  about  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
men,  was  sent  down  as  requested,  and  stationed 
in  part  in  the  point  of  woods  below  Fort  Jack- 
con,  and  the  remainder  on  the  Fort  St  Philip 


side,  opposite  the  raft  obstructing  the  river. 
The  Ghalmette  regiment,  consisting  of  about 
five  hundred  men,  Colonel  Sysmauskie  com- 
manding, was  sent  to  the  quarantine.  A  part  of 
it  was  stationed  there,  and  company  attach- 
ments were  placed  at  the  head  of  the  several 
canals  leading  from  the  river  into  the  back  bays 
of  the  same,  to  guard  against  a  land  foree  being 
thrown  in  launches  above  us. 

Four  steamers  of  the  river  fleet,  protected, 
and  to  a  certain  extent  made  shot-proof  with 
cotton  bulk-heads,  and  prepared  with  iron 
prows  to  act  as  rams,  viz.,  the  Warrior,  Stone- 
wall Jackson,  Defiance,  and  Resolute,  command- 
ed by  Captains  Stephenson,  Philips,  McCoy,  and 
Ilooper,  respectively,  were  sent  down  to  report 
to  and  co-operate  with  me.  The  steamers  Gov- 
ernor Moore  and  General  Quitman,  prepared  as 
those  before  mentioned,  and  commanded  by 
Captains  B.  Kenuon'and  A.  Grant,  were  sent 
down  in  like  manner  to  co-operate  with  the 
forts,  and  ram  such  vessels  of  the  enemy  as 
might  succeed  in  passing.  The  naval  authori- 
ties also  sent  down  the  C.  S.  steam  ram  Manassa, 
Captain  Warly,  C.  S.  navy,  commanding.  She 
was  stationed  a  short  distance  above  Fort  Jack- 
son, with  her  steam  up  constantly,  to  act  against 
the  enemy  as  occasion  might  offer.  Subsequent- 
ly, also,  Captain  F.  B.  Renshaw,  C.  S.  navy, 
arrived  in  command  of  the  C.  S.  steamer  Jackson. 
The  raft  of  logs  and  chains,  which  had  formerly 
been  placed  across  tho  river,  having  proven  a 
failure,  upon  the  rise  in  tho  stream  ana  the  con- 
stant velocity  of  the  drift-bearing  current,  a  new 
obstruction  had  been  placed  across  the  river, 
opposite  Fort  Jackson,  by  LieutonantColonel  K 
Biggins,  prior  to  his  assumption  of  the  com- 
mand of  the  forts.  This  consisted  of  a  line  of 
schooners  anchored  at  intervals,  with  bows  up 
stream,  and  thoroughly  chained  together  amid- 
ships, as  well  as  stern  and  stem.  The  rigging, 
ratlines,  and  cable,  were  left  to  trail  astern  of 
these  schooners,  as  an  additional  impediment,  to 
tangle  in  the  propeller  wheels  of  the  enemy. 
This  schooner  raft  was  seriously  damaged  by 
the  wind  storm  on  the  tenth  and  eleventh  of 
April,  which  parted  the  chains,  scattered  the 
schooners,  and  materially  affected  its  character 
and  effectiveness  as  an  obstruction. 

In  addition  to  the  wind,  the  raft  was  also  much 
damaged  by  allowing  some  of  the  fire-barges  to 
ret  loose  and  drift  against  it,  through  the  care- 
lessness of  those  having  them  in  charge.  A 
largo  number  of  these  fire-barges  were  tied 
to  the  banks  above  both  forts,  ready  at  all 
times  to  be  towed  into  the  current,  and 
against  the  enemy,  for  the  double  purpose  of 
firing  his  ships,  and  to  light  up  the  river  by 
night  to  insure  the  accuracy  of  our  fire.  My  in- 
structions to  the  river  fleet,  under  Captain  Ste- 
phenson (see  attached  document  A),  were  to  be 
in  the  stream  above  the  raft,  with  such  boats  as 
had  stern  £uns,  in  order  to  assist  the  forts  with 
their,  fire,  in  case  the  enemy  should  attempt  the 
passage,  as  well  as  to  turn  in  and  ram  at  all 
hazards,  all  such  vessels  as  might  succeed  in 
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mente  made,  in  which  he  promised  heartily  to 
co-operate.  While  the  enemy  remained  at  the 
head  of  the,  passes,  twenty-two  and  a  half  miles 
below  the  forts,  and,  subsequently,  when  he 
came  up  to  the  Jump,  or  Wilder's  Bayou,  the 
boats  of  the  river  fleet  took  turns  in  running 
down  and  watching  his  movements.  For  a  few 
nights,  also,  at  this  time,  one  of  them  was  kept 
be]  low  as  a  guard  boat  We  had  telegraphic 
communication,  besides,  down  to  within  half  a 
mile  of  the  Jumps,  nine  miles  below  the  forts, 
which,  together  with  scouts  operating  in  the 
bays  to  the  east  and  west  of  the  river,  in  skiffs 
and  perogues,  kept  us  duly  posted,  meanwhile, 
of  the  enemy's  movements  below,  as  far  down 
as  the  South-west  Pass.  The  enemy  was  not, 
meanwhile,  idle  in  the  interim.  His  large  ves- 
sels worked  over  the  South-west  Bar,  after  fail- 
ing to  make  an  entrance  at  Pass  a  l'Outre,  and 
the  mortar  fleet  was  brought  up  as  far  as  the 
South-west  Pilot  Station,  where  the  mortars 
were  scaled  and  afterwards  tested.  From  seven 
to  thirteen  steam  sloops  of  war  and  gunboats 
were  constantly  kept  at  the  Head  of  the  Passes 
or  at  the  Jump,  to  cover  his  operations  below, 
and  to  prevent  our  observing  his  movements 
by  way  of  the  river.  By  gradual  and  regular 
approaches  he  carefully  closed  up  the  forts,  day 
by  day,  and  opened  the  attack  as  hereinafter  de- 
tailed. 

April  9. 

One  of  our  reconnoitring  steamers  was  chased 
and  followed  up  by  two  of  the  enemy's  gun- 
boats as  far  as  the  point  of  woods  below  Fort 
Jackson,  but  were  soon  forced  to  retire  by  a 
few  shots  from  our  batteries.  This  was  his  first 
reconnaissance  and  our  fire  was  not  returned.  • 

April  13. 

Several  of  the  hostile  gunboats  again  came  up 

+n  mnlro  <  ilioArvntiivna      Thflv  vnnltf  /wmainnallv 


to  dispense  with  their  serv 
to  the  city,  which  was  accor 
It  being  of  the  highest  imp 
keep  up  the  telegraphic  co: 
Lieutenant  T.J.  Roystor*s  O 
miners,  Twenty-second  Lc 
volunteered  his  services  wil 
company,  to  act  as  sharpsh 
and  cover  the  operator  in  re 
re-establishing:  the  connec 
above,  as  well  as  to  annoy 
also  failed,  from  the  great  di 
the  perogues  effectively  in 
growth  of  the  swampy  wo 
telegraph  and  the  sharpshoo 
doned  in  copsequence. 

The  enemy  brought  up 
tending  the  same  from  the  ] 
to  the  point  of  woods  belo' 
were  repeatedly  given  to  Ca'] 
the  river  fleet,  to  cause  th 
sent  down  nightly  upon  the 
attempt  seemed  to  prove  a  \ 
barges  being  cut  adrift  fcx 
drifted  against  the  banks 
forts,  firing  our  wharves  anc 
obscuring  the  position  of  t 
sequence,  I  turned  the  contr 
the  boats  employed  to  tow  t 
over  to  Captain  Renshaw,  tl 
cor  present  I  also  directs 
and  Grant  to  report  to  him  f 
great  difficulty  in  commun 
trolling  the  vessels  afloat,  a 
Stephenson,  with  his  four 
with  Captain  Renshaw  in  « 
These  boats  of  the  river  fl 
not  be  turned  over  direct] 
command  of  naval  officers,  c 
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pened  fire  upon  Fort  Jackson  at 
;h  was  continued  for  an  hour  and 
my,  under  our  fire,  retiring  behind 

roods. 

e;e  sent  down  successfully  against 
our  o'clock  a.  m.,  which  drifted  in 
sels  and  was  fired  upon  by  thorn, 
iderable  movement  and  perturba- 
the  day  Captains  Renshaw,  Ken- 
;ephenson,  and  Hooper  passed  in 
r  boats  below  the  raft,  now  very 
>cted  and  scattered,  and  exchanged 
ith  the  hostile  gunboats  and  mor- 

lbortive  attempts  were  made  to 
sbarges  against  the  enemy  during 

April  18. 

ock  a.  m.,  the  enemy  opened  upon 
with  his  entire  mortar-fleet  of 
?BBels,  and  with  rifled  guns  from 
Fifteen  of  them  were  concealed 
3int  of  woods,  and  the  other  six 
the  stream  at  an  angle  with  them 
just  at  the  extreme  range  of  our 
.  Onr  fire  disabled  one  gunboat 
rtar-boat,  causing  those  in  the 
rtire  behind  the  cover  of  the 
rally  our  shots  fell  short  for  lack 
ind  in  conseqence  of  the  inferi- 
powder  compared  to  that  of  the 
t  our  nearest  gun — a  ten-inch  sea- 
-would  not  reach  his  boats  with 
barges.  The  enemy  ceased  firing 
:k  p.  m.,  having  fired  this  day  two 
hundred  and  ninety-seven  mortar 

s  in  the  bastions  were  fired  and 
early  in  the  day,  as  well  as  the 
ediately  without  the  fort.  The 
t  on  fire  and  extinguished  several 
he  first  part  of  the  day ;  but  later 
)Ossiblo  to  put  out  the  flames,  so 
:  enemy  ceased  firing  it  was  one 
,  greatly  endangering  the  maga- 
it  the  time,  were  reported  to  be 
7  of  the  men,  and  most  of  the  offi- 
r  bedding  and  clothing  by  these 
•eatly  added  to  the  discomforts  of 
The  mortar  fire  was  accurate  and 
of  the  shells  falling  everywhere 
t.  and  disabling  some  of  our  best 
avored  to  get  the  naval  forces  to 
•e-barges  against  the  enemy  so  as 
but  they  were  all  let  go  above  the 
h  such  a  lack  of  judgment  that 
ged  under  the  forte  and  did  not 
ny. 

id  document  C.) 

;  boats  acted  as  a  guard-boat  be- 
t  night,  so  that  in  consequence  the 
ip  two  launches  to  examine  the 
he  raft  obstructing  the  river. 

April  10. 

•fleet  again  opened  at  half-past  six 


o'clock  a.  m.,  and  the  fire  was  constantly  kept 
up  throughout  the  day..  Gunboats  constantly 
came  above  the  point  during  the  day  to  en- 
gage the  forts,  but  were  as  constantly  driven 
back  by  our  fire.  One  of  them  we  crippled, 
which  was  towed  behind  the  poiut  of  woods. 
The  enemy's  fire  was  excellent,  a  large  portion 
of  his  sheik  falling  within  Fort  Jackson.  The 
terre-plain,  parade-plain,  parapets,  and  platforms 
were  very  much  cut  up,  as  well  as  much  dam* 
age  done  to  the  casemates.  The  magazines 
were  considerably  threatened,  and  one  shell 
passed  through  into  the  casemates  containing 
fixed  ammunition.  One  ten-inch  and  one  eight- 
inch  columbiad,  one  thirty-two  and  one  twenty- 
four  pounder,  and  one  ten-inch  siege  mortar, 
were  disabled  in  the  main  work.  Also  two 
thir  ty-two-pounders  in  the  water  battery. 

Bombardment  continued  very  regularly  and 
accurately  all  night  •  Failures  again  mode  in 
sending  down  fire-barges. 

April  20. 

8ome  rain  in  the  morning.  Bombardment 
constant  throughout  the  day,  witli  occasional 
shots  from  the  gunboats  around  the  point 
Wind  very  high.  No  fire-barges  sent  down  to 
light  up  the  river  or  distract  the  attention  of 
the  enemy  at  night  In  consequence,  between 
eleven  and  twelve  o'clock  p.  m.,  under  cover  of 
the  heaviest  shelling  during  the  bombardment 
thus  far,  one  of  the  enemy's  gunboats  came  up 
in  the  darkness  and  attempted  to  cut  the  chains 
of  the  raft  and  drag  off  the  schooners.  A  heavy 
fire  was  opened  upon  her,  which  caused  her  to 
retire,  but  not  until  she  had  partially  accom- 
plished her  purpose.  The  raft  after  this  could 
not  be  regarded  as  an  obstruction.  The  fire 
continued  uninterruptedly  all  night 

April  a. 

Firing  continued  all  day  and  all  night  without 
interruption.  Several  guns  disabled.  Disabled 
guns  were  repaired,  as  far  as  practicable,  as  often 
as  accidents  happened  to  them  or  their  platforms. 
Fort  Jackson  by  this  time  was  in  need  of  exten- 
sive repairs  almost  everywhere,  and  it  was  with 
extreme  pleasure  that  we  learned  of  the  arrival, 
during  the  night,  of  the  iron-clad  steamer  Lou- 
isiana, under  the  cover  of  whoso  heavy  guns 
we  expected  to  make  the  necessary  retire. 

April  21 

By  the  direction  of  the  Major-General  com- 
manding the  department  everything  afloat,  in- 
cluding the  towboats,  ana  the  entire  control  of 
the  fire-barges,  was  turned  over  to  Captain  John 
K.  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  the  C  S. 
Naval  Forces,  Lower  Mississippi  River.  I  also 
gave  Captain  Mitchell  one  hunched  and  fifty  of 
our  best  men  from  Forts  Jackson  and  St  Philip, 
under  Lieutenants  Dixon  and  Gaudy,  and  Cap- 
tain Ryan,  to  serve  a  portion  of  the  guns  of  the 
Louisiana,  and  to  act  as  sharpshooters  on  the 
same  vessel.  In  an  interview  with  Captain 
Mitchell,  on  the  morning  of  this  date,  I  learned 
that  the  motive  power  of  the  Louisiana  was 
not  likely  to  be  completed  within  any  reason- 


i 


abling  of  all  the  beat  guns  at  that  fort  And 
although  Fort  8t  Philip  partially  opened  out 
the  point  of  woods  concealing  the  enemy,  and 
gallantly  attempted  to  dislodge  him  or  draw  his 
fire,  he  nevertheless  doggedly  persisted  in  his 
one  main  object,  of  battering  Fort  Jackson. 
Under  these  circumstances  I  considered  that 
the  Louisiana  could  only  be  regarded  as  a  bat- 
tery, and  that  her  best  possible  position  would 
be  below  the  raft,  close  in  on  the  Fort  St 
Philip's  shore,  where  her  fire  could  dislodge  the 
mortar-boats  from  behind  the  point  of  woods, 
and  give  sufficient  respite  to  Fort  Jackson  to 
repair  in  extenso.  This  position  (X  on  the 
diagram  herewith  sent)  would  give  us  three 
direct  and  cross-fires  upon  the  enemy's  ap- 
proaches, and  at  the  same  time  insure  the  Lou- 
isiana from  a  direct  assault,  as  she  would  be 
immediately  under  the  guns  of  both  forts. 
Accordingly,  I  earnestly  and  strongly  urged 
these  views  upon  Captain  Mitchell,  in  a  letter 
of  this  date  (copy  lost)  but  without  avail,  as 
will  be  seen  by  his  reply  attached  as  docu- 
ment D. 

Being  so  deeply  impressed  myself  with  the 
importance  of  this  positi6n  for  the  Louisiana, 
and  of  the  necessity  of  prompt  action,  in  order 
to  insure  the  success  of  the  impending  strug- 
gle, I  again  urged  this  subject  upon  Captain 
Mitchell  during  the  latter  part  of  the  same  day, 
as  absolutory  indispensable  and  imperative  to 
the  safety  of  New  Orleans,  and  to  the  control 
of  the  lower  Mississippi  My  efforts  were  in- 
effectual to  get  him  to  move  the  boat  from  her 
original  position  above  the  forts.  His  reply  is 
attached  as  document  £,  in  which  he  is  sus- 
tained by  all  the  naval  officers  present  having 
the  command  of  vessels.  I  also  addressed  him 
two  other  notes  through  the  day,  the  one  in 
regard  to  sending  fire-barges  against  the  enemy, 
and  the  other  relative  to  koaninflr  a  vfoihuit  lnnV- 


enemy. 

The  bombardment  conl 
mission,  throughout  the  d 
about  twelve  o'clock  il,  : 
was  every  indication  of  ai 
part  of  the  mortar-flotilla 
evident  that  the  tactics  < 
necessarily  be  changed  j 
broadsides  by  his  larger 
quence,  these  views  were 
Mitchell,  and  he  was  again 
Louisiana  at  the  point  befc 
the  raft  and  near  the  Foi 
the  river,  to  meet  the  ei 
tached  Document  H.)  Gap 
is  attached  in  documents  £ 
he  positively  declines  agait 
position  which  offered  us  e 
of  success,  and  Captains  \ 
Warly  sustain  Captain  M: 
of  the  case.  Just  before 
very  heavy  mortar-fire,  th< 
small  boat,  and  a  series  c 
planted  on  the  Fort  St  Phi] 
commencing  about  three 
yards  above  the  lone  tre 
This  confirmed  my  previoi 
and  different  attack  from 
bombardment,  especially  i 
these  flags  indicated  the  p 
up  by  the  several  vessels 
operation.  As  nothing  was 
the  Louisiana,  after  the  co: 
the  day,  I  could  only  info 
of  this  new  movement  of 
tached  document  L)t  and 
upon  him  the  necessity  o 
well  lit  up  with  fire-barges 
ment  to  the  enemy,  and  a 
our  fire  in  a  night  attack. 
0.  ft.  N..  fknfeun  MifohAll's 
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At  this  matter  would  be  attended  to  as 

0  he  arrived  on  board. 

ay  nttcr  surprise,  not  one  single  fire- 
was  sent  down  the  river,  notwithatand- 
anyhourof  this  night  It  was  impossible 
to  send  them  down,  as  everything  afloat 
>en  turned  over  to  Captain  Mitchell,  by 
yf  the  Major-General  commanding,  and 
►-barges,  and  the  boots  to  tow  them  into 
Bam,  were  exclusively  under  his  control 
sequence  of  this  criminal  neglect,  the  river 
edf  in  complete  darkness  throughout  the 
might  The  bombardment  continued  all 
and  grew  furious  toward  morning. 

April  14. 

-30  a.  h.,  the  larger  vessels  of  the  enemy 
"beery ed  to  be  in  motion,  and,  as  we  pre- 
,  to  take  up  the  positions  indicated  by 
all  flags  planted  by  them  on  the  previous 
g.  I  then  made  my  last  and  final  appeal 
tain  Mitchell,  a  copy  of  which  is  attached 
oment  M. 

Louisiana  was  still  in  her  old  position 

Fort  St  Philip,  surrounded  t>y  her 
t,  on  board  of  which  was  the  majority  of 
nnoniers  and  crew,  and  the  other  boats  of 
*t  were  generally  at  anchor  above  her, 
ang  the  Jackson,  Captain  Renshaw,  C.  8. 
nmanding,  which  had  been  sent  the  day 
,at  my  suggestion,  to  prevent  the  landing 
ses  through  the  canals  above.  The  Mo- 
ty  near  and  above  the  Louisiana,  and  the 
ram  Manassas,  with  her  tender,  remained 

constant  position  above  Fort  Jackson, 
vith  steam  up,  and  ready  for  immediate 
The  enemy  evidently  anticipated  a 

demonstration  to  be  made  against  him 
ire-barges.  Finding,  upon  his  approach, 
or,  that  no  such  demonstration  was  made, 
lat  the  only  resistance  offered  to  his  pas- 
yas  the  expected  fire  of  the  forts — the 

1  and  scattered  raft  being  then  no  obstacle 
i  satisfied  that  he  was  suddenly  inspired, 
e  first  time,  to  run  the  gauntlet  at  all 
is,  although  not  a  part  of  his  original 

Be  this  as  it  may,  a  rapid  rush  was 
by  him,  in  columns  of  twos  in  echelon, 
not  to  interfere  with  each  other's  broad- 
The  mortar-fire  was  furiously  increased 
Fort  Jackson,  and  in  dashing  by,  each 
vessels  delivered  broadside  after  broad- 
r  shot,  shell,  grape,  canister,  and  spherical 

0  drive  the  men  from  our  guns. 

&  the  officers  and  man  stood  up  manfully 
this  galling  and  fearful  hail,  and  the 
ies  of  both  forte  were  promptly  opened 
r  longest  range,  with  shot,  shell,  hot  shot, 
little  pane,  and  moat  gallaptly  and  rapidly 
until  toe  enemy  succeeded  in  getting 
and  beyond  our  range, 
absence  of  light  on  the  river,  together 
he  smoke  of  the  guns,  made  the  obscurity 
ise  that  scarcely  a  vessel  was  visible,  and 
iseauence,  the  gunners  were  obliged  to 

1  their  firing  entirely  by  the  flashes  of 
(amy's  guns.  I  am  fully  satisfied  that  the 


enemy's  dash  was  successful,  mainly  owing  to 
the  cover  of  darkness,  as  a  frigate  and  several 
gunboats  -were  forced  to  retire  as  day  was 
breaking.  Similar  results  had  attended  every 
previous  attempt  made  by  the  enemy  to  pass  or 
to  reconnoitre,  when  we  had  sufficient  fight  to 
fire  with  accuracy  and  effect  The  passage  waa 
of  short  duration,  having  been  accomplished 
between  three  and  a  half  a.  m.,  and  daylight, 
under  a  very  rapid  and  heavy  pressureof  steam. 
Of  the  part  taken  in  this  action  by  the  Louisi- 
ana, Manassas,  and  the  other  vessels  composing 
the  co-operating  naval  forces,  I  cannot  speak 
with  any  degree  of  certainly,  excepting  that  the 
Louisiana  is  reported  to  have  fired  but  twelve 
shots  during  the  engagement  But  to  the  he- 
roic and  gallant  manner  in  which  Captain  Huger 
handled  and  fought  the  McRae,  we  can  all  bear 
evidence.  The  Defiance,  Captain  McCoy  com- 
manding, was  the  only  vessel  saved  out  of  the 
river  fleet 

Shortly  after  daylight  the  Manassa  waa  ob- 
served drifting  down  by  the  forts.  She  had 
been  abandoned  and  fired,  and  was  evidently  in 
a  sinking  condition. 

The  McRae  was  considerably  cut  up  in  this 
action  by  shot  and  grape. 

The  Resolute  was  run  on  shore  about  a  mile 
above  the  forts,  where  she  hoisted  a  white  flag, 
but  by  the  prompt  action  of  the  McRae,  she  waa 
prevented  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.  She  was  subsequently  wrecked  and 
burned.  The  Warrior  was  run  ashore  and  fired 
on  the  point  just  above  Fort  St  Philip. 

Nothing  was  known  by  us  of  the  movements 
of  the  Stonewall  Jackson,  the  Governor  Moore, 
or  the  General  Quitman.  The  steamers  Mosher, 
Music,  and  Bell  Algerine,  in  charge  of  the  fire- 
barges,  were  all  destroyed.  So  was  also  the  Star. 
The  heroic  courage  displayed  by  the  officers  and 
men  at  both  forts  was  deserving  of  abetter  suc- 
cess, especially  after  the  fortitude  which  they 
constantly  exhibited  through  the  long  tedium 
of  a  protracted  bombardment,  unsurpassed  for 
its  terrible  accuracy,  constancy,  and  fury. 

Thirteen  of  the  enemy's  vessels,  out  of  twenty- 
three,  succeeded  in  getting  by,  viz. :  the  Hart- 
ford, Pensacola,  Richmond,  Brooklyn,  Missis- 
sippi, Oneida,  Iroquois,  Cayuga,  Wissahiokon, 
Sciota,  Kineo,  Katahdin,  and  rinola.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  foregoing,  and  to  Varuna,  and  such 
other  vessels  as  were  sunk,  there  were  six  gun- 
boats and  one  frigate  engaged  in  this  action, 
besides  the  mortarfiotilla.  Heavy  chains  were 
flaked  along  the  sides  of  the  most  of  these  ves- 
sels as  an  iron-proof  protection.  The  extent  of 
the  damage  which  was  done  to  the  enemy  we 
have  no  means  of  ascertaining.  The  vessels 
which  passed  all  came  to  an  anchor  at  or  below 
quarantine,  six  miles  above  the  forta,  where 
tiiey  remained  until  about  ten  o'clock  a.  m.,  when 
they  all  passed  slowly  up  the  river,  with  the 
exception  of  two  gunboats  left  at  the  quarantine, 
aa  a  guard. 

Shortly  after  the  fleet  above  got  under  weigh,  a 
gunboat  from  below  made  her  appearance  with  a 


and  saiL  A  vigilant  lookout  was  kept  up  above 
and  below  during  the  night,  but  all  remained 
quiet  80  long;  as  the  mortar-fleet  remained 
below,  the  position  wherein  the  Louisiana  could 
render  the  greatest  assistance  to  the  forts  was 
the  one  below  Fort  St  Philip  hereinbefore  men- 
tioned, where  the  fire  from  her  batteries  could 
dislodge  the  enemy  from  behind  the  point  of 
woods. 

After  the  mortar-fleet  had  left,  however,  and 
when  the  enemy  had  got  in  forco  above  the  forts, 
the  question  was  materially  chanced,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  fact  that  all  of  our  heavy  guns  at 
both  forts  had  been  mounted  to  bear  upon  the 
lower  approaches,  and  not  on  those  above. 

The  most  effective  position  which  the  Louisi- 
ana could  then  take  as  a  battery,  was  in  the 
bight  above  Fort  Jackson,  where  her  guns  could 
protect  our  rear,  and  sweep  the  long  reach  of 
river  above,  towards  the  quarantine.  This 
would  still  insure  her  safety,  as  she  would  be 
under  the  guns  of  both  forts.  This  is  evident 
by  a  reference  to  the  point  (XX)  on  the  dia- 
gram. 

In  several  personal  interviews,  and  by  cor- 
respondence with  Captain  Mitchell  on  this  date 
(see  attached  documents  N,  0,  P,  Q,  and  R),  I 
requested  him,  during  the  morning  of  the  twenty- 
fourth,  while  the  mortar-fleet  was  below,  to 
place  the  Louisiana  below  the  raft  and  dislodge 
it ;  and  later  in  the  day,  when  the  mortar-fire 
was  nearly  exhausted,  to  place  her  in  the  posi- 
tion (XX),  above  Fort  Jackson,  to  assist  in  re- 
pelling an  attack  from  the  vessels  above. 

D luring  the  day  she  was  in  an  unfit  condition 
to  assume  either  position,  for  the  reasons  given 
by  Captain  Mitchell  in  his  letters  to  me.  The 
intoxicated  volunteers  referred  to  were  none  of 
my  men,  nor  did  they  get  their  liquor  at  the 
forts,  as  there  was  none  on  hand  there  during 

thft  hnmhnrHmont  ATnnntinflr  tha  amnll  innnliM 


above  Fort  Jackson,  where  1 
the  enemy  from  above,  On 
era  was  burned  during  tbi 
river,  and  all  ransined  qui 

A  gunboat  with  a  white 
from  the  quarantine  to  esco 
mission.  The  Mcfiae  did 
the  forts.  Four  of  the  enc 
in  sight  at  the  quarantine  ai 
occasionally  showed  herse 
noitre.  In  the  direction  of  1 
of  the  salt  works,  a  large  si 
ordinary  river  steamer  ap] 
latter  working  her  way  up 
St  Philip,  apparently  tows 
During  the  day  Captain  Mil 
with  the  enemy  above,  und« 
learned  that  the  city  had  si 
the  Confederate  States  stei 
had  been  burned  by  our  ant 
of  the  floating  dock  or  bat 
forts  about  four  o'clock  p.  11 

The  Louisiana  was  not  pi 
required  of  her  during  the  < 
promising  to  put  her  then 
twenty-seventh.  Another  z 
for  light,  and  all  quiet  duz 
shots  exchanged  during  the 

At  daylight,  the  steamer  1 
served  the  day  before  work 
back  bays,  was  in  view,  imn 
of  Fort  St.  Philip,  and  neai 
Fort  Bayou.  A  frigate  and 
were  also  in  sight  towards 
which  was  seen  working  he 
From  ten  to  thirteen  launch) 
the  boat,  back  of  Fort  St  ] 
which  troops  were  being  lane 

aIvwa  11a.     AVwvnt  £w»1va  n'< 
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fa],  confident,  and  courageous.  They  were 
y  foreign  enlistments,  without  any  great 
sts  at  stake  in  the  ultimate  success  of  the 
ltion.  A  reaction  set  in  among  them  dur- 
le  lull  of  the  twenty-fifth,  twenty-sixth, 
tfeiity-seventh,  when  there  was  no  other 
ment  to  arouse  them  than  the  fatigue  duty 
airing  our  damages,  and  when  the  rumor 
urrent  that  the  city  had  surrendered,  and 

the  hands  of  the  enemy.  No  reply  had 
aceived  from  the  city  to  my  despatches, 
•y  couriers,  on  the  twenty-fourth  and 
-fifth,  by  means  of  which  I  could  reassure 

They  were  still  obedient,  but  not  buoyant 
eerful.   In  consequence,  I  endeavored  to 

their  courage  and  patriotism,  by  publish- 

order  to  both  garrisons,  attached  hereto 
ument  U.  I  regret  to  state  that  it  did  not 
the  desired  effect  Everything  re- 
ft quiet,  however,  until  midnight,  when 
rrison  at  Fort  Jackson  revolted  en  masse, 

upon  the  guard  and  posterns,  reversed 
Id-pieces  commanding  the  gates,  and  corn- 
el to  spike  the  guns,  while  many  of , the 
were  leaving  the  fort  in  the  meantime, 

arms.   All  this  occurred  as  suddenly  as 

unexpected. 

men  were  mostly  drawn  up  under  arms, 
Mitively  refused  to  fight  any  longer,  Be- 
Gndeavoring  by  force  to  bring  over  the  St 
9  cannoniers,  and  Buch  other  few  men  as 
oed  true  to  their  cause  and  country.  The 
eers  stated  that  the  officers  intended  to 
>ut  as  long  as  possible,  or  while  the  pro- 
a  lasted,  and  then  blow  up  the  forts  and 
thing  in  them ;  that  the  city  had  suiTen- 
t  and  that  there  was  no  further  use  in 
ig ;  that  the  enemy  were  about  to  attack 
d  and  water,  on  three  sides  at  once,  and 
longer  defence  would  only  prove  a 
»ry.  Every  endeavor  was  made  by  the 
»  to  repress  the  revolt,  and  to  bring  the 
>  reason  and  order,  but  without  avail. 
%  upon  the  ramparts  were  fired  upon  by 
tineers,  in  attempting  to  put  a  stop  to 
»king  of  the  guns. 

*  greatly  indebted  to  the  Rev.  Father 
^  for  his  efforts  to  quell  the  mutineers, 
fci  some  of  whom  he  learned  that  the  revolt 
^en  discussed  among  them  for  two  days, 

*  there  was  no  one  man  true  enough  to 
ideate  the  fact  to  his  officers.  Signals 
^re  said  to  have  been  passed  between  the 
during  the  night,  and  while  the  mutiny 
•its  height  Being  so  general  among  the 
be  officers  were  helpless  and  powerless  to 

^  er  these  circumstances,  there  was  but  one 

*  left,  vis. :  to  let  those  men  go  who  wished 
*e  the  fort,  in  order  to  see  the  number  left, 

*  ascertain  what  reliance  could  be  placed 
them.  About  one-half  of  the  garrison  left 
^iately,  including  men  from  every  company, 
"ting  the  St  Mary's  cannoniers,  volunteers 
Bgulare,  non-commissioned  officers  and  pri- 
•and  among  them  many  of  the  very  men  who 
L.  X.— Doc.  4a 


had  stood  last  and  best  to  their  guns  throughout 
the  protracted  bombardment  and  the  final  action 
when  the  enemy  passed.  It  was  soon  evident 
that  there  was  no  fight  in  the  men  remaining 
behind,  that  they  were  completely  demoralized, 
and  that  no  faith  or  reliance  could  be  placed  in 
the  broken  detachments  of  companies  left  in  the 
fort 

In  the  mean  time  we  were  totally  ignorant  of 
the  condition  of  affairs  in  Fort  St  Philip,  and  as  all 
of  our  small  boats  had  been  carried  away  by  the 
mutineers,  we  could  not  communicate  with  that 
fort  till  the  next  morning.  As  the  next  attack 
upon  the  forts  was  likely  to  be  a  combined 
operation  by  land  and  water,  and  as  Fort  St 
Philip  was  the  point  most  threatened,  from  the 
nature  of  the  country  around  it,  and  from  the 
character  of  the  work  itself,  with  narrow  and 
shallow  ditches,  and  but  little  relief  to  the  main 
work,  it  was  self-evident  that  no  reduction 
could  be  made  in  its  garrison  to  strengthen  that 
of  Fort  Jackson,  even  if  all  the  men  there  re- 
mained true.  In  fact,  two  additional  regiments 
had  been  asked  for  at  quarantine,  in  anticipation 
of  such  an  attack,  to  act  as  a  reserve  to  strength- 
en the  garrisons  of  both  forts.  With  the  enemy 
above  and  below  us,  it  will  be  apparent  at  once, 
to  any  one  at  all  familiar  with  the  surrounding 
country,  that  there  was  no  chance  of  destroying 
the  public  property,  blowing  up  the  forts,  and 
escaping  with  the  remaining  troops.  Under  all 
these  humiliating  circumstances,  there  seemed 
to  be  but  one  course  open  to  us,  viz. :  to  await 
the  approach  of  daylight,  communicate  then 
with  the  gunboats  of  the  mortar  flotilla  below, 
under  flag  of  truce,  and  negotiate  for  a  surren- 
der under  the  terms  offered  us  bv  Commander 
Porter,  on  the  26th  inst.,  and  which  had  pre- 
viously been  declined. 

April  28. 

A  small  boat  was  procured,  and  Lieutenant 
Morse,  Post-Adjutant,  sent  over  to  convey  the 
condition  of  affairs  to  Fort  St  Philip,  as  well  as 
to  Captain  Mitchell,  on  the  Louisiana.  Captain 
Mitchell  and  Lieutenant  Shvrock,  C.  S.  N.,  came 
on  shore  and  discussed  the  whole  question ; 
after  which  tiiey  left,  remarking  that  they  would 
go  on  board*  and  endeavour  to  attack  the  enemy 
above  at  the  quarantine,  notwithstanding  that 
reasons  had  been  given,  from  time  to  time,  for 
not  moving  this  vessel  into  her  proper  position, 
only  a  few  hundred  yards  distant  Captains 
Squires  and  Bond,  Louisiana  artillery,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Dixon,  commanding  the  company  of  C.  S. 
regular  recruits,  came  on  Bhore  shortly  after- 
wards from  Fort  St  Philip,  and  concurred  with 
us  that,  under  the  circumstances,  we  could  do 
nothing  else  than  surrender,  as  they  were  not  at 
all  confident  of  the  garrison  there,  after  the  un- 
looked-for revolt  at  Fort  Jackson,  although  none 
of  their  men  had  left,  or  openly  revolted. 

For  these  reasons,  a  flag  of  truce  was  sent 
down  to  communicate  with  the  enemy  below, 
and  to  carry  a  written  offer  of  surrender  under 
the  terms  offered  on  the  26th  instant  (See  at 
tached  Document  Y.)    This  communication 
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boats. 

The  guns  of  the  Louisiana  were  discharged 
at  random  as  she  floated  down,  and  the  boat 
finally  blew  up  near  Fort  St  Philip,  scattering 
its  fragments  everywhere  within  and  around  the 
fort,  killing  one  of  our  men  and  wounding  three 
or  four  others. 

Captain  Mcintosh,  C.  S.  N.,  who  had  been 
severely  wounded  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty 
on  the  night  of  tho  enemy's  passage,  and 
who  was  then  lying  in  a  tent  at  that  fort,  was 
nearly  killed  also.  As  far  as  I  could  loam,  how- 
ever, the  Louisiana  was  fired  prior  to  the  time 
that  the  enemy's  boats,  with  white  flags,  came 
to  an  anchor  abreast  of  the  forts  to  negotiate. 
She  was  fired  in  her  first  and  original  position, 
without  any  change  of  any  kind  since  her  arrival 
at  the  forts. 

The  terms  of  capitulation  are  attached  hereto 
as  Document  W,  in  addition  to  which  Command- 
er Porter  verbally  agreed  not  to  haul  down  the 
Confederate  flag  or  hoist  the  Federal,  until  the 
officers  should  get  away  from  the  forts. 

The  officers  of  Fort  Jackson  and  the  St  Mary's 
cannouiers  left  about  four  o'clock  p.  m.,  for  the 
city,  on  board  of  the  United  States  gunboat  Ken- 
nebeck,  and  arrived  on  the  morning  of  the  twenty- 
ninth  in  New  Orleans.  The  officers  of  Fort  St 
Philip  were  sent  up  the  next  day,  and  all  the  men 
subsequently,  within  a  few  days,  as  transporta- 
tion could  be  furnished,  excepting  the  men  who 
revolted  on  the  night  of  the  twenty-seventh, 
many  of  whom  enlisted  with  the  enemy.  Upon 
my  arrival  in  the  city  I  found  tho  enemy's  ves- 
sels were  lying  off  the  town,  and  that  no  flag,  ex- 
cepting that  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  on  the 
City  Hall,  was  visible  upon  the  shore.  I  also  I 
learned  that  Flag-officer  Farragut  had  directed  it 
to  be  hauled  down  and  the  United  States  flag 
hoisted  in  its  stead,  upon  the  penalty  of  shell- 


uio  ouuupou  icyui  to  u|*< 

forts,  and  warmly  retu 
They  all  distinguished  ti 
age,  skill,  and  patriotism 
bombardment,  and  by  the 
which  they  bore  the  aei 
water,  fire,  and  the  ener 
my's  protracted  and  conti 

I  muBt  also  bear  testi 
courage  and  prompt  and i 
which  the  men  performed 
out  the  bombardment,  an 
when  they  took  the  rash  ; 
rising  against  their  offic 
all  discipline,  and  leading 
fatal  consequences.  I  c 
for  it  only  on  the  ground* 
tl*c  intense  physical  s  trail 
and  nights  of  terrible  fii 
were  necessarily  subject 
from  circumstances  beyi 
which  they  had  not  the  n 
and  sustain  with  their  offi 
subjected  to  the  same  ha 
ticular. 

To  Lieutenant-Colonel 
the  forts,  my  thanks  are 
indefatigable  labors  in  pr< 
teries,  preparatory  to  the 
face  of  the  enemy,  and 
and  judicious  maimer  in  v 
to  be  fought  He  was  pr 
did  his  whole  duty  well  a 
tain  M.  T.  Squires,  Louisii 
lery,  as  senior  officer  ii 
Philip,  under  orders  of  U 
gins,  commanding,  fully  s 
pation  entertained  of  hii 
efficiency. 

During  the  first  day's 
Captain  Anderson  was  w 
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y,  and  most  efficiently  did  they  aid 
irtment  Doctor  Bradbury  remained 
£8on  until  its  fall,  and  was  paroled, 
ter,  at  my  request,  accompanied  the 
>ldiers  to  the  city  on  the  Confederate 
Rae. 

Fulda,  Stickney,  and  Sergeant  Y.  R. 
Fourth  Mississippi  volunteers,  tele- 
jrators,  rendered  the  most  valuable 

keeping  open  our  communication 
>elow,  under  the  most  dangerous  and 
oimstances.  Although  we  have  failed 
on  of  keeping  the  enemy's  fleet  from 
i  forte,  and  have  been  subjected  to 
imiliation  of  surrendering  the  charge 

our  keeping  to  the  enemies  of  our 
oust  nevertheless  state,  in  common 
yself  and  those  under  my  command, 
very  best  of  our  ability,  with  the 
r  disposal,  our  whole  duty  was  per- 
tifully,  honestly,  and  fearlessly.  If 
be  gone  through  with  again,  under 
ts  and  circumstances,  I  know  that 
be  forced  to  the  same  results  and 

!8. 

he  disaster  is,  it  is  but  the  sheer 
at  lack  of  cheerful  and  hearty  co- 
om  the  defences  afloat,  which  we 
ight  to  expect,  and  to  the  criminal 
f  not  lighting  up  the  river  at  night, 
ngcr  was  imminent,  and  the  move- 
enemy  absolutely  known,  almost  to 
the  final  attack.   Except  for  the 
ed  by  the  obscurity  of  the  darkness, 
tb  remain  satisfied  that  the  enemy 
have  succeeded  in  passing  Forts 
St.  Philip, 
very  respectfully, 
Tour  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  Duncan, 

ier-General,  late  commanding  Coast  Defences. 

New  Orlkasb,  La.,  May  13,  1882. 
Pickett,  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 
lent  No.  1,  Camp  Moore,  La. : 
i  addition  to  the  foregoing  report,  I 
that  upon  the  arrival  of  the  parol- 
men  from  Forts  Jackson  and  St. 
3  city,  I  endeavored,  to  the  best  of 
)  see  that  they  were  properly  cared 
h  time  as  they  could  be  sent  out  of 
ar  as  it  could  be  done,  they  were 
for  the  time  due,  and  arrangements 
ade  through  the  City  Safety  Com- 
/e  them  boarded  and  lodged  tern- 
tvith  the  view  of  preventing  them 
ver  to  the  enemy  through  distress 
on.  In  this  I  was  very  much 
Captain  M.  T.  Squires,  and  First 
j.  B.  Taylor,  Louisiana  regiment  of 
Dtwithstanding  that  they  were  thus 
led  for,  scores  of  them  have  been 
over  to  the  enemy  and  enlisting 
ow  there  are  but  a  very  few  left 
ort  not  in  the  ranks  of  the  enemy, 
dally  did  think,  at  the  time  of  the 


surrender,  that  some  few  of  the  men  were  loyal, 
the  tacts  which  have  since  come  to  light  have 

Eerfectly  satisfied  me  that  nearly  every  man  in 
oth  forts  was  thoroughly  implicated  and  con- 
cerned in  the  revolt  on  the  night  of  the  twenty- 
seventh  of  April,  with  the  exception  of  the 
company  of  St  Mary's  cannoniers,  composed 
mostly  of  planters. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  Duncan, 
Brigadier-General,  late  commanding  Coast  Defences. 

(Docnonrr  A.) 
Forts  Jacxsov  and  Sr.  Philip,  La.,  April  6,  1862. 
Captain  Stephenson,  oommanding  River  Fled, 
present: 

Captain  :  Keep  your  boats  in  constant  readi- 
ness at  all  times  for  the  enemy's  approach. 
Should  he  attack,  all  your  fleet  must  be  kept 
above  the  raft,  and  such  of  your  boats  as  have 
stern  guns  should  lay  in  the  middle  of  the 
stream  above  the  raft,  and  without  the  field  of 
our  fire,  and  use  these  guns  against  the  enemy. 

Should  any  boat  of  the  enemy  by  any  means 
get  above  the  raft,  you  must  instantly  ram  it 
with  determination  and  vigor,  at  all  risks  and  at 
every  sacrifice.  All  signal  mast-head  lights 
should  be  kept  extinguished  at  night,  or  never 
hoisted.  Trusting  to  your  known  energy,  and 
to  the  great  expectations  anticipated  of  the 
river  fleet  by  your  friends,  I  have  every  confi- 
dence that  your  whole  duty  will  be  thoroughly 
performed. 

Very  respectfully, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  Duncan, 

Brigadier-General. 

(B.) 

Hkadqcabtkbs  Forts  Jackson  and  9r.  Pbhjf,  > 
April  9,  1802.  J 

Captain  Jno.  A.  Stephenson,  oommanding  River 
Fleet,  present : 
Captain  :<  Keep  one  of  your  boats  constantly 
below,  night  and  day,  opposite  the  wooded 
point,  where  you  cau  watcn  the  movements  of 
the  enemy.  Signal  us  his  approach,  and  the 
number  of  vessels  seen  coming  up,  and  give  me 
a  copy  of  the  signals  for  our  government  at  the 
iorts. 

I  wish  you  to  take  the  entire  control  of  the 
fire-rafts,  and  you  will  be  assisted  therein  by  the 
steamers  Star,  Algerine,  and  such  other  boats  as 
I  can  procure  from  the  city  for  the  purpose. 

Your  own  knowledge  of  the  river  and  the 
currents  will  enable  you  to  set  them  adrift  at 
such  time  as  your  judgment  warrants. 
Very  respectfully, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  Duncan, 

Brigadier-General,  oommanding  Coast  Defences. 
(C) 

Jackson,  April  18, 18*2. 

Colonel  Higgins: 

Dear  Sis  :  Yours  just  received.  The  fire- 
barge  was  sent  down,  as  I  supposed,  by  your 
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order.  Captain  Grant  accompanied  me  to  select 
a  proper  place  to  let  her  go.  She  was  fired  by 
my  order,  but  was  not  aware  that  she  was  too 
close  to  the  fort,  but  the  eddy  current,  after  firing, 
probably  brought  her  into  too  close  proximity 
to  the  fort  I  regret  the  affair  was  an  abor- 
tion. 

Respectfully, 

T.  B.  Rbnbhaw, 

o.  a  n. 

P) 

C.  8.  SrmAMXB  Loublum,  an  FortJacoom,  \ 
April  22, 1862.  j 

General  J.  K.  Duncan,  commanding  Coast 
Defences.  Fort  Jackson : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  yours  of  this  date,  asking  me  to 
place  the  Louisiana  in  position  below  the  raft 
this  evening  if  possible. 

This  vessel  was  hurried  away  from  New  Or- 
leans before  the  steam  power  and  batteries  were 
ready  for  service. 

Without  a  crew,  and  in  many  respects  very 
incomplete,  and  this  condition  of  things  is  but 
partially  remedied  now,  she  is  not  yet  prepared 
to  offer  battle  to  the  enemy ;  but,  should  he  at- 
tempt to  pass  the  forts  we  will  do  all  we  can  to 
prevent  it*  and  it  was  for  this  purpose  only  that 
she  was  placed  in  position  where  necessity  might 
force  her  into  action,  inadequately  prepared  as 
she  is  at  this  moment 

We  have  now  at  work,  on  board,  about  fifty 
mechanics,  as  well  as  her  own  crew,  and  those 
from  other  vessels,  doing  work  essential  to  the 
preparation  of  the  vessel  for  battle.  Under  these 
circumstances,  it  would,  in  my  estimation,  be 
hazarding  too  much  to  place  her  under  the  fire 
of  the  enemy. 

Every  effort  is  being  made  to  prepare  her 
for  the  relief  of  Fort  Jackson— -the  condition  of 
which  is  fully  felt  by  me  ;  and  the  very  moment 
I  can  venture  to  face  our  enemy  with  any  rea- 
sonable chance  of  success,  be  assured,  General,  I 
will  do  it,  and  trust  that  the  result  will  show 
you  that  I  am  now  pursuing  the  right  course. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 

Commanding  C  S.  Naval  Forces,  Lower  Hiss. 

P.  8, — The  Jackson,  with  launch  No.  3,  will 
go  up  to  the  quarantine  this  afternoon,  to  watch 
the  enemy,  as  suggested  in  your  note  this  morn- 
ing. 

Respectfully,  eta. 

J.K.M. 

<*) 

C  3.  Shamir  Louisluu. hzak  Fort  Jackmos,  1 
April  23, 1862.  J 

General  J.  K.  Duncan,  commanding  Coast 
Defences,  Fort  Jackson  : 
General  :  On  the  receipt,  last  night,  of  your 
second  communication  of  yesterday  s  date,  ask- 
ing me  to  place  this  vessel  under  the  fire  of  the 
enemy,  I  consulted  the  oommanding  officers  of 
the  &  B.  naval  vemla  present  on  the  subject, 


and  herewith  annex  a  copy  of  their 
sustaining  my  own  views  on  the  Bubj 

I  feel  the  importance  of  affording 
your  command  as  soon  as  possible ;  I 
ral,  at  the  same  time  I  feel,  and  I  hoi 
portance  to  the  safety  of  Forts  Jackso 
rhilip,  and  the  city  of  New  Orleans.  < 
this  vessel  in  proper  condition  befor 
an  encounter  with  the  enemy.  If  be  s 
or  attempts  the  passage  of  die  forts  b 
vessel  is  ready  I  shall  meet  him,  hoi 
prepared  I  may  be. 

We  have  an  additional  force  of  i 
from  the  city  this  morning,  and  I  hop 
to-morrow  night  the  motive  powa 
Louisiana  will  be  ready,  and  in  the  : 
her  battery  will  be  in  place,  and  other 
tions  will  be  completed,  so  as  to  end 
act  against  the  enemy.  When  readj, 
be  immediately  advised. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respec 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 

Commanding  C  S.  Naval  Fbroet,  Lo 


0.  8.  araAMnt  Louisusa,  ras  Fob  J. 

April  a 

Two  communications  having  this  < 
received  from  Brigadier-General  Done 
with  attached,  marked  Nos.  I  and  3, 
the  answer  of  Commander  J.  K.  Mitch* 
marked  No.  2),  requesting  that  the  Lou 
placed  in  position  below  the  raft  in  t 
near  Fort  Jackson,  a  consultation  was 
Commander  J.  K.  Mitchell  with  Co: 
Mcintosh  and  Lieutenants  commandh 
and  Warley,  who  fully  sustained  the 
Commander  Mitchell,  as  expressed  in 
(marked  No.  2),  declining  to  comply 
request  of  Brigadier-General  Duncan. 

C.  F.  McLvtosh 

Cocomaadfc 

T.  B.  Hughl, 

lieutenant,  cob 
N.  &  W ABLET, 
Lieutenant,  ow 

George  S.  Shte 
Lieutenant  C.&N.,  Aide  to  commaw 

(*., 

CL  &  StaaHBt  Loosusu,  Fob 
AprflS 

General  J.  K.  Duncan,  commanding 
fences  at  Fort  Jackson  : 

General  :  Your  two  notes  of  this  » 
been  received.  A  fire  has  been  ord< 
built  below  St  Philip,  as  you  request 
that  it  will  be  on  the  beach,  and  a  n 
kept  ready  to  fire  and  torn  adrift,  i 
quested,  near  Fort  Jackson,  in  the  ev< 
apprehended  attack  being  made  byl 
to-night  I  shall  also  direct  a  virfa 
to  be  kept  by  all  the  vessels,  and  to 
with  you  to  prevent  the  passage  of  t 
every  hazard. 

Tour  request  respecting  the  report 
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the  engines  of  the  Moaher  will 
ration  as  soon  as  possible. 
)  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
our  obedient  servant, 

John  EL  Mitchell, 
ling  C.  8.  Naval  Forces,  Lower  Mississippi. 

(G.) 

8.  8rBAjoot  Louisas  a,  orr  Fort  Jaoksok,  \ 
April  22,18*2.  J 

nt  commanding  Huger,  Assistant 

r   ,  Assistant  Engineer 

•,  a  S.  Steamer  McRae,  off  Fort 

:  The  steamers  Mosher  and  Belle 
ng  been  represented  as  being  unfit 
ou  will  please  to  examine  them 
hout  delay,  and  report  to  me  in  du- 
condition.   In  the  performance  of 
ase  state  the  cause  of  any  damage 
:over,  with  such  recommendations 
igment,  you  may  deem  proper, 
y  respectfully, 
>ur  obedient  servant, 
John  EL  Mitchell, 

.  S.  Naval  Forces,  Lower  Mississippi  River. 

ger  will  fill  up  the  blanks  with  the 
two  engineers  he  thinks  most  suit- 
3rvice,  belonging  to  the  McRae. 


C  S.  Sramkb  Louisiana, 
AprU  22,  1862. 


} 

ir,  Senior  Engineer,  McRae  : 
edience  to  your  order,  we  have 

upon  the  steamer  Belle  Algerine 
[osher.   The  latter  has,  we  think, 

after-bearing  of  her  shaft  This 
nk,  obviate  in  a  few  hours.  The 
e  leaks  badly  in  the  bows  from 
>cked  in  her,  the  Captain  reports, 
I  in  the  raft,  and  also  while  landing 
3t  Philip.  This  we  can  also  rem- 
10 w  doing  so.  I  trust  by  to-night 
viU»be  serviceable. 
Jtfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
T.  B.  Huger, 

Commanding  McRae. 

vm,  Commanding  Coast  Defences : 
ibove  you  will  see  the  report  on 
>ported  to  you  as  unfit  for  service, 
our  information, 
•ectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
John  EL  Mitchell, 

Commanding  C.  8.  Naval  Forces. 

(H.) 

Fort  Jacbboic,  La.,  AprU  28,  1802. 

ST.  Mitchell,  commanding  Naval 
ovser  Mississippi  River  : 
am  of  the  opinion  that  the  mortar 
he  enemy  against  Fort  Jackson 
rly  exhausted,  and  that  there  is 


every  indication  that  the  enemy,  as  the  next 
plan  of  attack,  is  about  to  move  his  large  ves- 
sels to  the  point  of  woods,  and  open  upon  us 
with  his  broadsides.  One  of  the  large  vessels 
has  already  been  brought  up  and  placed  in 
position.  Should  the  above  prove  to  be  the 
case,  it  is  imperatively  and  absolutely  necessary 
that  the  batteries  of  the  Louisiana  should  be 
brought  into  action,  as  well  as  those  of  Forts 
Jackson  and  St  Philip. 

A  proper  position  for  the  Louisiana  would  be 
on  the  Fort  St  Philip  side,  a  short  distance 
below  the  raft  and  close  to  the  shore,  which 
will  give  us  three  direct  and  cross-fires  upon 
the  point  of  attack. 

Earnestly  calling  your  attention  to  this  sub- 
ject, and  as  you  can  see  from  your  position  the 
movements  of  the  enemy,  you  will,  consequently, 
know  when  to  act, 

I  remain,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
J.  K.  Duncan, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding  Coast  Defences. 
(I.) 

C.  8.  Snoiint  Louisiana,  \ 
Nkab  Fort  Jackbov,  AprU  28,  1862.  J 

Brigadier-General  J.  K  Duncan,  commanding 
Coast  Defences,  Fort  Jackson : 
General  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
this  date,  in  which  you  express  your  belief  that 
the  enemy  is  about  to  change  his  place  of 
attack,  and  open  the  broadside  of  his  larger 
ships  on  the  forts,  and  in  which  you  make  cer- 
tain suggestions  as  to  the  position  to  be  taken 
by  this  snip. 

By  reference  to  a  letter  of  mine  to  you  of 
yesterday's  date,  and  of  (No.  1)  of  this  date, 
you  will  be  apprised  of  the  condition  of  this 
ship.  Should  an  attack  be  made  as  anticipated. 
I  shall  be  governed  by  circumstances,  and  do  all 
I  can  against  the  enemy. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
John  K.  Mitchell, 
Commanding  CI  8.  Naval  Forces,  Lower  Mississippi 

(J) 

(I  a  Srajib*  Louihaha.  ) 
Gw  For  Jaomow,  April  28, 1882.  J 

General  J.  K.  Duncan,  commanding  Coast  De- 
fences, Fort  Jackson : 
Sir  :  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  commu- 
nication received  on  the  twenty-first  inst,  from 
Captain  Stevenson,  from  which  you  will  per- 
ceive that,  notwithstanding  General  LovelTs 
order  to  him,  this  letter  so  qualifies  my  authority 
as  to  relieve  me  from  all  responsibility  as  to  the 
movements  of  the  vessels  of  the  river  fleet 
under  his  command. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
John  EL  Mitchell, 
Commanding  a  8.  Naval  Forces,  Lower  Mississippi. 
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Biro  Dames,  C.  8.  Gcjtooax  Warrior,  ) 
Fort  Jacrsok,  April  21,  1862.  J 

Commander  J.  K  Mitchell,  Confederate  States 

Navy : 

Sir  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  an  order  from  Major- 
General  M.  Lovell,  dated  twentieth  instant,  in 
which  I  am  directed  to  place  myself  and  my 
whole  command  at  this  point  under  your  orders. 
Every  officer  and  man  on  the  river  defence  ex- 
pedition, joined  it  with  the  condition  that  it  was 
to  be  independent  of  the  navy,  and  that  it  would 
not  be  governed  by  the  regulations  of  the  navy, 
or  be  commanded  by  naval  officers.  In  the  face 
of  the  enemy  I  will  not  say  more.  I  will  co- 
operate with  you,  and  do  nothing  without  your 
approbation,  aticT  will  endeavor  to  carry  out 
your  wishes  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  but  in  my 
own  way  as  to  the  details  and  the  handling  of 
my  boats.  But  I  expect  the  vessels  under  my 
charge  to  remain  as  separate  command.  All  or- 
ders for  their  movements,  addressed  to  me,  will 
be  promptly  executed  if  practicable,  and  I  under- 
take to  be  responsible  for  their  efficiency  when 
required.  I  suppose  this  is  all  that  is  intended 
by  the  order  of  Major-General  Lovell,  or  that 
will  be  expected  from  me  by  you. 

Respectfully  yours,  &c, 

JoHN  A.  STEVKN80N, 
Senior  Captain,  commanding  River  Fleet  at  Fort  Jackson. 

Our  signals  should  be  made  to  assimilate  at 
once.  Captain  Renshaw  and  myself  could  ar- 
range this  if  you  wish,  as  no  doubt  but  you  are 
greatly  fatigued,  and  still  much  to  do  and 
arrange.  Anything  I  can  do,  rely  on  it  being 
done  promptly  and  cheerfully. 

Yours,  &c.,  J.  A.  8. 

(L.) 

Fort  Jackboic,  La.,  April  23,  1862. 
Captain  J.  K  Mitchell,  commanding  Naval 
Forces,  Lower  Mississippi  River: 
Captain  :  The  enemy  has  just  sent  up  a  small 
boat,  and  planted  a  series  of  white  flags  on  the 
Fort  St  Philip  side,  commencing  about  three 
hundred  and  fifty  yards  above  the  lone  tree.  It 
is  the  probable  position  of  his  ships  in  the  new 
line  of  attack  which,  in  my  opinion,  he  contem- 
plates for  attacking  Fort  Jackson  with  his  large 
vessels.   As  you  may  not  have  seen  this  opera- 
tion, I  furnish  you  with  the  information.  Please 
keep  the  river  well  lit  up  with  fire-rafts  to- 
night, as  the  attack  may  be  made  at  any  time. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  Duncan, 
Brigadier-General,  commanding  Coast  Defences. 

<*> 

Iter  jAoantr,  La.— 8Jtf  o'clock  a.  m.,  \ 
April  34, 1882.  J 

Captain  J.  K  Mitchell,  commanding  Naval 
Forces,  Lower  Mississippi  River : 
Captain  :  As  I  anticipated,  and  informed  you 
yesterday,  the  enemy  are  taking  up  their  posi- 
tion at  the  present  moment,  with  their  large 


ships  on  the  Fort  St  Philip  shore,  t 
against  Fort  Jackson.  They  are  pk 
selves  boldly,  with  their  lights  at  tl 
heads.  You  are  assuming  a  fearful  ra$ 
if  you  do  not  come  at  once  to  oar  i 
with  the  Louisiana  and  the  fleet  1  a 
more. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  LDn 

Bripd 

(N.) 

C  S.  GUXBOAT  LOOSIAXA,  NlAl  FOR  % 

April*. 

Brigadier-  General  J.  K.  Duncan,  cm 
Coast  Defences,  Fori  Jackson: 

General  :  On  returning  to  the  Lo 
find  that  we  have  no  tender  on  wh< 
power  we  can  rely,  and  many  of  the 
troops  on  board  "of  the  W.  Burton  i 
cated.  Under  these  circumstances,  i 
the  exhausted  condition  of  our  own 
excessive  difficulty  in  handling  the  v 
prevent  our  taking  the  position,  at  lea 
that  I  proposed,  and  was  arranged  b 
this  forenoon. 

I  will,  however,  as  you  suggested  ii 
raunication,  take  up  a  position  abo 
tect  the  approaches  in  that  directiai 

Having  no  adequate  motive  po' 
own,  it  will  be  an  easy  matter  for  tl 
vessels  that  have  it  to  take  up  such 
that  our  guns  cannot  reach  him  for  i 
vation,  or  l>e  brought  to  bear  uponh 
however,  do  all  I  can  to  keep  him 
above. 

The  McRae  has  lost  her  nine-in 
course  we  cannot  expect  much  assi 
her. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servt 
J.  K.M 

OommaadlQf  C.  R  N»ta1  Force 


C  8.  anu—R  Loubusa,  Fas 
April  24, 1882 

General  J.  K.  Duncan,  commands 
fences,  Fun  Jackson  : 
General  :  Your  second  and  third 
date,  are  at  hand.  We  are  in  a  1 
dition  for  the  want  of  tug-boats, 
ton  is  crippled,  and  the  Landts  i 
gunboat  Defiance  will  not  do  anyi 
If  she  comes  within  my  reach  I 
her  captain  of  his  command,  by  fb 
sary. 

the  anchor  we  have  down  cam 
and  we  are  afraid  to  ship  it*  to 
three  hundred  yards  higher  up,  wh 
better  secured. 

We  shall  probsblv  remain  wher 
do  all  we  can  to  defeat  the  enemy, 
tack  us  again. 
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**riH  be  out  of  our  power,  I  am  afraid,  to 
t  "op  the  bank  below  St  Philip  to-night,  or 
adrift  fire-boats,  as  none  are  at  hand,  and 
.b&'ve  all  disappeared,  apparently. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchkll, 
CommandiDg  C  S.  Naval  Forces,  Lower  Misa. 

(P.) 

Port  Jackson,  Loitmaxa,  1 
April  24,  1802.  j 

tu  JT.  K.  Mitchell,  commanding  C.  S.  Naval 
'forces,  Lower  Miss. : 

iaix  :  From  all  we  can  see  and  learn,  the 
3*-,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  gun- 
^  v  has  passed  ujp  the  river,  so  that  there  will 
»   use  in  changing  your  present  position  to 
farther  above.   1  regret  to  learn  the  con- 
of  the  volunteer  troops  on  board  the 
fcurton.   This,  together  with  the  exhausted 
"ition  of  your  crew,  will  prevent  your  taking 
t^.e  position  below,  whicn  was  agreed  upon 
^Homing,  for  the  present    You  may  be  able 
*ke  it  up,  however,  when  your  crew  recover 
their  fatigue,  and  when  you  arc  able  to 
"^^Vl  the  irregularities  of  the  volunteers. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  Duncan, 
CommandiDg  Coast  Dofenoes. 

(Q) 

Fort  Jackso*  LonBAsu,  \ 
April  24, 1862.       .  J 

^Qjptotn  /.  K.  Mitchell,  commanding  C.  S.  Naval 
Forces,  Lower  Mississippi : 
Oaptain  :  As  I  have  no  boats  of  any  kind,  I 
?^\l«t  ask  of  you  to  light  up  the  river  with  fire- 
Sjjjges  to-night,  if  it  possibly  lies  in  your  power. 
*4ie  absence  of  light  greatly  impairs  the  accu- 
^**©y  and  effectiveness  of  our  fire  upon  the 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  Duncan, 
Brigadier-General,  commanding  Coast  Defenoes. 

(R.) 

Fort  Jackboit,  April  24,  1862. 


Captain  J.  K.  Mitchell,  commanding  C.  S.  Naval 
Forces,  Lower  Mississippi : 
Captain  :  The  lower  schooner  will  be  lighted 
by  firing  her  from  a  rowboat  from  Fort  St 
Pliilip  at  early  dusk.   As  this  light  dies  away 
*J  the  next  one  above  will  be  fired,  and  so  on,  all 
i  night 

%-      iJnless  you  can  better  yourself  materially,  I 
«;   would  not  advise  any  movement  on  your  part 
from  your  present  position,  owing  to  all  the  ad 
3<    Terse  circumstances  mentioned  in  your  letter, 
j;       In  regard  to  the  Defiance,  the  authority  over 
$    her  which  I  formerly  had  has  been  transferred 
to  you ;  but  we  will  freely  lend  you  any  assist- 
ance  which  you  may  require  in  deposing  her  com- 
,     mander,  or  in  exercising  your  authority  over  her. 


Keep  a  vigilant  lookout  for  another  attack 
to-night,  when  we  will  mutually  support  each 
other,  and  do  all  that  we  possibly  can. 

Captain  Squires  has  been  directed  by  Colonel 
Higgins  to  furnish  you  such  assistance  as  you 
may  require. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  Duncaw, 
Brigadier-General,  commanding  Coast  Defenoes. 


(S.) 

Mrarawm  Rrro,  April  26,  1862.  \ 
U.  S.  Utkamer  Harriet  Lajtr.  J 

Colonel  Edward  Higgins,  commanding  Confed- 
erate Forces  in  Forts  Jackson  and  8L 
Philip  : 

Sir  :  When  I  last  demanded  the  surrender  of 
Forts  Jackson  and  St  Philip,  I  had  no  positive 
assurance  of  the  success  of  our  vessels  in  pass- 
ing safely  the  batteries  on  the  river.  Since 
then  I  have  received  communications  from  Flag- 
officer  Farragut,  who  is  now  in  possession  of 
New  Orleans.  Our  troops  are  or  will  be  in 
possession  of  the  prominent  points  on  the  river, 
and  a  sufficient  force  has  been  posted  outside 
of  the  bayous  to  cut  off  all  communications  and 
prevent  supplies.  No  man  coidd  consider  it 
dishonorable  to  surrender,  especially  under 
these  circumstances,  when  no  advantages  can 
arise  by  longer  holding  out,  and  by  yielding 
gracefully  he  can  save  the  further  effusion  of 
blood. 

You  have  defended  the  forts  gallantly,  and  no 
more  can  be  asked  of  you.  I  feel  authorized  to 
offer  you  terms  sufficiently  honorable  to  relieve 
you  from  any  feeling  of  humiliation.  The  offi- 
cers will  be  permitted  to  retire  on  parole  with 
their  side-arms,  not  to  serve  again  until  regu- 
larly exchanged.  All  private  property  will  l>e 
respected.  Only  the  arms  ana  munitions  will 
be  surrendered  to  the  U.  S.  Government,  and  the 
vessels  lying  near  the  forts.  No  damage  must 
be  done  to  the  defences.  The  soldiers  also  will 
be  paroled,  and  be  permitted  to  return  to  their 
homes,  giving  up  their  arms. 

I  am  aware  that  you  can  hold  out  some  little 
time  longer,  and  am  also  aware  of  the  exact 
condition,  as  reported  to  us  by  a  deserter,  which 
convinces  me  that  you  will  only  be  inflicting  on 
yourself  and  those  under  you  unnecessary  dis- 
comforts without  any  good  result  arising  from 
so  doing. 

Your  port  has  long  been  closed  to  the  world, 
by  which  serious  injiiry  has  been  experienced 
by  many  loyal  citizens.  I  trust  that  you  will 
uot  lend  yourself  to  the  further  injury  of  their 
interests,  where  it  can  only  entail  calamity  and 
bloodshed,  without  any  possible  hope  of  success 
or  relief  to  your  forts. 

Your  surrender  is  a  mere  question  of  time, 
which  you  know  is  not  of  any  extent,  and  I 
therefore  urge  you  to  meet  my  present  proposi- 
tion. By  doing  so  you  can  put  an  end  to  a  state ' 
of  affairs  which  will  only  inflict  injury  upon  all 
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those  under  you,  who  have  strong  claims  upon 
your  consideration. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 
Commanding  Mortar  Fleet 

(T.) 

HSADQUABRRI  FOKXB  JACXBON  AS©  9t.  PHILIP.  ) 

April  27,  1862.  / 

Commodore  D.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  com- 
manding Mortar  Fleet : 
Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  twenty-sixth  instant, 
demanding  the  surrender  of  these  forts,  has 
been  received. 

In  reply  thereto,  I  have  to  state  that  no  official 
information  has  been  received  by  me,  from  our 
own  authorities,  that  the  city  of  New  Orleans 
has  been  surrendered  to  the  forces  of  Flag-offi- 
cer Farragut,  and  until  such  information  is  re- 
ceived, no  proposition  for  a  surrender  can  for  a 
moment  be  entertained  here. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  Higginb, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  commanding. 

(U.) 

Fobx  Jackboot,  La.,  April 27,  1802. 
Soldiers  of  Forts  Jackson  and  SL  Philip  : 

You  have  nobly,  gallantly,  and  heroically  sus- 
tained, with  courage  and  fortitude,  the  terrible 
ordeals  of  fire,  water,  and  a  hail  of  shot  and 
shell,  wholly  unsurpassed  during  -the  present 
war.  But  more  remains  to  be  done.  The  safety 
of  New  Orleans  and  the  cause  of  the  Southern 
Confederacy—our  homes,  families,  and  every- 
thing dear  to  man — yet  depend  upon  our  exer- 
tions. 

We  are  just  as  capable  of  repelling  the  ene- 
my to-day  as  we  were  before  the  bombardment 
Twice  has  the  enemy  demanded  your  surrender, 
and  twice  has  he  been  refused. 

Your  officers  have  every  confidence  in  your 
courage  and  patriotism,  and  feel  every  assurance 
that  you  will  cheerfully  and  with  alacrity  obey 
all  orders,  and  do  your  whole  duty  as  men,  and 
as  becomes  the  well-tried  garrisons  of  Forts 
Jackson  and  St.  Philip.  Be  vigilant,  therefore, 
and  stand  by  your  guns,  and  all  will  yet  be 
welL  J.  K.  Duncan. 

Brigadier -General ,  oommandiug  Coast  Defences. 

(V) 

HlAnqUAKHBB  FOBTB  JA0K8OIT  AN©  ST.  PHILIP,  ) 

April  28,  1862.  J 

Commodore  David  D.  Porter,  United  States 
Navy,  commanding  Mortar  Fleet : 
Sir:  Upon  mature  deliberation,  it  has  been 
decided  to  accept  the  terms  of  surrender  of 
these  forts,  under  the  conditions  offered  by  you 
in  your  letter  of  the  twenty-sixth  instant,  viz. : 
that  the  officers  and  men  shall  be  paroled — 
officers  retiring  with  their  side-arms.   We  have 
no  control  over  the  vessels  afloat 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Esw  fcBB*  HlOGINS, 


(W.) 

UxrrsD  Statm  8nxxa  fiinar  Lri 
Foes  Jacuox  jjd  &  Yma 
Mamsm  ftm,  Aprt  a  ft ) 

By  articles  of  capitulation,  entered  aio  fcj 
the  twenty-eighth  day  of  April,  one  t&<«rJ 
eight  hundred  and  sixty-two,  between  Dta 
D.  Porter,  Commander  U.  S.  N'av yf  vmwk: 
U.  S.  Mortar  Flotilla,  of  the  one'pertudfc 
gadier-General  J.  K.  Duucan,  commacdif  ti 
Coast  Defences,  and  Lieutenant^M  Etas' 
Higgins,  commanding  Forts  Jackson  ad  i 
Philip,  of  the  other  part,  it  is  matuallripti: 

First.  That  Brigadier-General  Donca  sk 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Higgins  shall  tomcfe  i 
the  Mortar  Flotilla  Forts  Jackson  Uhl3LfW| 
the  arms,  munitions  of  war,  and  all  the  ajp 
tenances  thereunto  belonging,  together  wits* 
public  property  that  may  be  under  (to 
charge. 

Secrmd.  It  is  agreed  by  Commander  Dnii  I 
Porter,  commanding  the  Mortar  FlobUt,  U 
Brigadier-General  Duncan  and  Lieotetjultt 
one!  Higgins,  together  with  the  offioeri  ok 
their  command,  shall  be  reacted.  Fote 
more,  that  they  shall  give  their  parole  bs* 
not  to  serve  in  arms  against  the  Goveniaart 
the  United  States,  until  they  are  regularly* 
changed. 

Third,  It  is  further  agreed  by  the  Gsoai 
er,  David  D.  Porter,  commanding  the  Mffc 
Flotilla,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  G^- 
emment,  that  the  non-commissioned  oina 
privates,  and  musicians,  shall  be  permittdl 
retire  on  parole,  their  commanding  vA « 
officers  becoming  responsible  for  them,»ifc 
they  shall  deliver  up  their  anna  and  tcwo* 
ments  in  their  present  condition,  provides M 
no  expenses  accruing  from  the  transpor^ta! 
the  men  shall  be  defrayed  by  the  Govern' 
of  the  United  States. 

Fourth.  On  the  signing  of  these  artidei  V 
the  contracting  parties,  the  fort  shall  be  fonij 
taken  possession  of  by  the  United  States  mn 
forces  composing,  the  mortar  flotilla.  TaeCs 
federate  flag  shall  be  lowered,  and  the  fag 
the  United  States  hoisted  on  the  flag-itifc 
Forts  Jackson  aud  St  Philip. 

In  agreement  of  the  above,  we,  the  nsd 
signed,  do  hereunto  set  our  hands  and  teak 
David  D.  Pobtul, 

Ooounandin*  Mortar  M 
W.  g.  Recshaw, 


W.  W.  Waixhoht, 

Lieutaoant,  ooznnundlng  U.  &  at— awr  Itertottai 

J.  K.  DUMOAK, 
firigMUeNtoneral,  command     Con*  1 

Edwabd  Hioodcs, 


Witnessed  by 
Ed.  T.  Nichols, 


i  a*  sl  mi 


U.S. 

C.  H.  Russill, 
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RT  OF  UECTKN  ANT-COLONEL  CD.  HIQGLN3. 

HSADQCABXBU  FOBXB  JaCXBOIV  AJTO  9t.  PflUP,  \ 

April  27,  1882.  / 

lant  W.  M.  Bridges,  A.  A.  AajuianUOen- 
tf,  Second  Brigade,  Department  No.  1, 
?w  Orleans: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  Fri- 
e  eighteenth  instant,  the  naval  force  of 
tited  States,  which  has  been  for  some 
iti  the  river,  making  preparation  for  an 
on  these  forts,  commenced  the  bombard- 
F  Fort  Jackson. 

lrom  their  mortar-fleet  was  opened  at 
clock  a.  m.   The  force  employed  by  the 
ctgainst  us  consisted  of  twenty-one  mor- 
»eels,  and  a  fleet  of  about  twenty-one 
"Vessels  of  war,  carrying  more  than  two 
— guns  of  the  heavest  calibre.   The  mor- 
as* els  when  they  opened  fire,  were  all  con- 
ffrom  our  view  save  six,  which  took 
in  sight  of  the  forts,  and  within  our 
*  t  range.   These  we  soon  forced  to  retire, 
j  cjined  the  rest  of  their  fleet  behind  the 
«^f  woods,  and,  concealed  from  view,  re- 
^    their  tire. 

*^iT8  had  been  issued  to  the  officers  and 
my  command  to  retire  to  the  casemates 
forts  the  moment  the  bombardment  com- 
fL^O.    The  order  being  obeyed,  nothing  was 
i*-*^  uh  to  do  but  receive  the  furious  storm 
**^ll  which  was  hailed  upon  us.   Our  citadel 
^v>on  destroyed  by  fire.    All  the  buildings 
and  in  connection  with  the  fort  shared 
H^^«ne  fate. 

^J"om  Friday  morning  until  the  following 
^^sday  we  sustained  this  terrible  battering, 
^^^ral  times  during  the  bombardment  the  ene- 
gunboats  attempted  to  pass  up  the  river, 
J^er  cover  of  their  mortar-fire,  and  on  each 
J^asion  our  batteries  were  promptly  manned, 

the  enemy's  advance  gallantly  repelled, 
(fc- -At  half-past  three  a.  m.,  on  Thursday,  it  was 
^served  that  the  mortar-fire  was  increased  to  an 
**tensitv  of  furv  which  had  not  been  previously 
^mched.  At  the  same  time  a  movement  was 
"^served  in  the  steam-fleet  below.  Our  batter- 
fefl  were  instantly  in  readiness,  and  were  at  once 
tagaged  in  a  most  terrific  conflict  with  the  ene- 
rgy's fleet  of  fourteen  steamships,  which,  dash- 
bg  by  tlie  fort  in  the  darkness  of  the  night, 
louring  in  their  broadsides  of  shot,  shell,  grape, 


anister,  and  shrapnel,  succeeded  in  getting 
'Olid  our  range  and  in  our  rear.  During  the 
orenoon  a  demand  was  made  by  Commodore 
torter,  commanding  the  mortar-fleet,  for  a  sur- 
ender  of  the  forts.  This  proposition  was 
iroxnptly  refused,  and  the  bombardment  was 
inin  commenced  and  continued  until  four  p.  m., 
when  all  firing  ceased. 

I  enclose  you  the  reports  of  company  and 
mattery  commanders,  also  the  Surgeon's  report 
if  killed  and  wounded.  I  fully  endorse  the  en- 
comiums of  the  company  commanders  upon  the 
officers  under  their  command,  and  feel  myself 
bound  to  record  my  high  admiration  of  the  cool- 


ness, courage,  and  fortitude  of  all  the  officers  of 
both  forts. 

Captain  J.  B.  Anderson,  Company  "G,"  Louis- 
iana artillery,  was  wounded  early  in  the  con- 
flict, while  heroically  fighting  his  guns.  Not- 
standing  his  severe  wound,  ho  rendered  the 
most  gallant  and  efficient  service  to  the  last. 

Captain  W.  B.  Robertson,  who  commanded  a 
detached  work  called  the  water  battery,  re- 
mained with  his  command  during  the  whole  of 
the  protracted  ordeal,  without  cover  of  any 
kind,  although  suffering  from  severe  physical 
disease,  and  scarcely  able,  at  times,  to 'walk 
around  his  battery.  He  was  most  ably  and  gal- 
lantly assisted  by  Captain  R.  J.  Bruce,  Louis- 
iana artillery. 

First  Lieutenant  Eugene  W.  Baylor,  who  was 
in  command  of  the  42-pounder  barbette  battery, 
and  First  Lieutenant  Richard  Agar,  of  the  same 
battery,  did  all  that  gallant  officers  and  men 
could  do. 

The  officers  stationed  at  the  heaviest  batteries, 
on  the  river  front,  were,  the  greater  part  of  the 
time,  fatigued  as  they  were,  obliged  to  be  con- 
stantly with  their  detachments  at  their  guns  to 
prevent  surprise.  Lieutenants  A.  N.  Ogden, 
Bevuct  Kennedy,  and  William  T.  Mumford,  of 
the  Louisiana  artillery,  particularly  distinguished 
themselves  in  this  service. 

Although  not  under  my  immediate  command, 
I  cannot  omit  to  mention  the  devoted  conduct  of 
your  aide-de-camp,  Lieutenant  Win.  M.  Bridges, 
who,  upon  tho  disability  of  Capt  iin  Anderson, 
immediately  volunteered  his  services,  and  took 
charge  of  the  two  10-inch  columbiads,  and  fought 
them  night  and  day  with  ceaseless  energy. 

Lieutenant  J.  U.  Gains,  in  command  of  the  32- 

Enuuder  battery,  on  the  river  front,  assisted  by 
lieutenant  E.  D.  Woodlief,  Captain  S.  Jones, 
company  44 1,"  Louisiana  volunteers,  Captain  F. 
Peter,  company  "I,"  22d  regiment,  Louisiana 
volunteers,  fought  their  batteries  gallantly  and 
well.  Lieutenant  Thomas  K.  Pierson.  23d  Louis- 
iana volunteers,  was  killed  in  tho  thickest 
of  the  fight,  while  gallantly  fighting  his  guns. 

The  St  Mary's  Cannoniers,  Captain  8.  0.  Co- 
may,  have  my  warmest  gratitude  and  admiration 
for  their  whole  conduct,  both  in  face  of  the 
enemy  and  in  the  severe  and  arduous  fatigue 
duties,  which  they  discharged,  always  and  at  all 
times,  with  alacrity  and  energy.  They  are  an 
honor  to  the  country,  and  well  may  their  friends 
and  relations  be  proud  of  them. 

The  report  of  Captain  M.  T.  Squires,  who  was 
the  senior  officer  at  Fort  St  Philip,  is  enclosed, 
with  the  reports  of  the  other  officers.  Captain 
Squires  fought  the  batteries  of  Fort  St  Philip 
most  gallantly.  He  was  in  charge  of  that  fort 
during  the  whole  bombardment  The  severe 
work  at  Fort  Jackson  required  my  constant  pres- 
ence there.  I  had  every  confidence  in  the  cool- 
ness, courage,  and  skill  of  Captain  Squires  and 
his  officers,  and  most  satisfactorily  did  they  dis- 
charge their  duties.  I  refer  you  to  his  report 
for  the  mention  of  tho  individual  conduct  or  his 
officers. 


ger,  fell  during  the  conflict,  severely,  but  I  trust 
not  mortally  wounded. 

The  Manassas- 1  observed  under  weigh,  appar- 
ently in  pursuit  of  one  of  the  vessels  of  the 
enemy,  but  I  soon  lost  sight  of  her. 

I  would  here  observe,  that  I  think  an  investi- 
gation should  be  demanded  into  the  conduct  of 
the  authorities  afloat,  whoso  neglect  of  our 
urgent  entreaties  to  light  up  the  river  during 
this  sad  night  contributed  so  much  to  the  suc- 
cess of  our  enemies 

My  adjutant,  Lieutenant  C.  N.  Morse,  was  in- 
defatigable in  the  discharge  of  his  important 
duties,  which  required  his  constant  presence 
near  my  person,  and  has  my  sincere  thanks. 

Surgeon  Somerville  Burke,  C.  8.  A.,  and  Dr. 
Bradbury  {who  kindly  volunteered  his  services 
when  he  became  aware  of  the  attack  on  the 
forts),  were  unremitting  in  their  attention  to  the 
wounded,  fearlessly  exposing  themselves,  at  all 
times,  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

Lieutenant  Charles  Warmes,  ordnance  officer, 
distinguished  himself  by  the  self-sacrificing  at- 
tention to  arduous  and  important  duties.  Day 
night  he  was  at  his  post,  and,  by  his  great  exer- 
tions, our  magazine  was  saved  from  being  flood- 
ed, the  water  having  risen  considerably  above 
the  floor. 

Lieutenants  Mann  and  Royster,  of  Captain 
Ryan's  company,  rendered  fearless  and  efficient 
service. 

Captain  Ryan  was  with  a  detachment  of  his 
company,  on  board  the  Louisiana,  during  a 
portion  of  the  bombardment,  and  in  the  fight  of 
Thursday  morning.  At  all  times  his  services 
were  most  promptly  rendered. 

Mr.  James  Ward  rendered  me  the  most  im- 
portant services  during  the  bombardment  In 
charge  of  the  firemen,  he  made  almost  super- 
humanexertions  during  the  burning  of  the  cita- 


dence  with  the  officers,  w] 
night,  I  was  aroused  by  th 
rison  had  revolted,  had  i 
were  spiking  the  guns, 
through  the  Sergeants  of 
men  would  fight  no  louge 
cers  were  immediately  dee 
mauds,  but  were  driven 
fired  upon  when  they  apt 
the  parapet.  Signals  wei 
mutineers  with  Fort  St. 
was  complete,  and  a  geueri 
cers,  ana  a  disgraceful  s 
appeared  inevitable. 

By  great  exertion  we  i 
influence,  in  preventing 
upon  our  country,  and  we 
ing  the  passion  of  the  me 
could  effect  an  honorable  i 
which  was  done  by  us,  jc 
of  the  twenty-eighth  insu 

As  the  facts  and  docm 
matter  are  in  your  possest 
for  me  to  dwell  longer  on 
unhappy  affair.  I  wish  ti 
the  noble  conduct  of  Oapl 
the  St.  Mary  s  Cannoniers. 
as  steel,  when  every  otl 
Jackson  basely  dishonors 

I  have  the  honor  to  ren 
Your  obedient  se 

Lteatanu) t-Colonel (  C. 

Pi 

REPORT  OF  CAPTAI> 
Fow 

Lieutenant  Charles  -V. 
Fori  Jackson,  Louis 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor 


DOCUMENTS. 


688 


iy  retired  from  our  sight  at  eight  o'clock 
£tnd  nothing  more  was  heard  of  him  that 

sin  early  hour  of  the  morning  of  the  nine- 
ty instant,  the  enemy  again  took  up  a  posi- 
tion tical  with  that  of  the  previous,  except- 
^at  no  mortar-boats  were  on  this  shore,  all 
close  behind  the  point  of  woods,  and 
L:ng  fire  upon  Fort  Jackson,  which  was  al- 
3  to  continue  without  interruption  from 
«.ide.  Fearing  the  effect  and  having  ascer- 
*d  the  exact  range  and  distances,  I  deter- 
ged to  open  upon  them  and  draw  off  some  of 
a~re  to  this  side  if  possible.  It  was  immedi- 
'  done,  and  with  partial  success,  three  of 
Kiortar-boata  opening  upon  us  with  but  little 

^  the  twentieth,  twenty-first,  and  twenty- 
"Hd,  the  fire  of  the  enemy  still  continued 
their  mortar-boats,  with  an  occasional  shot 
3  the  gunboats.  The  only  damage  done  dur- 
ihese  days  was  the  damaging  the  platform 
she  twenty-four-pounder  gUn  in  salient  near 

main  magazine,  the  shell  passing  under  and 
Dwing  it  up,  but  not  rendering  it  useless. 
:  fire  was  slow  and  deliberate,  with  no  visi- 
results  more  than  the  driving  back  of  two 
the  mortar-boats,  which  were  partially  ex- 
ed  around  the  wooded  point   The  fire  of 

enemy,  although  warm,  well-directed,  and 
bained,  was,  for  the  most  part,  either  short  or 
y  much  over.  Up  to  this  time  the  only  guns 
i  were  the  columbiad  battery  in  the  main 
k,  and  the  thirteen- inch  mortar,  disabled  on 
first  day.  In  the  lower  water  battery,  one 
it-inch  columbiad  and  one  seven-inch  rifle 
,  worked  by  Captain  R.  C.  Bond's  company ; 
:  ten-inch  sea-coast  mortars,  by  Captain  J.  H. 
ion's  company.  On  the  twenty-third,  the 
my  still  kept  up  a  regular  fire,  to  which  we 

not  reply  all  day.  At  3)£  o'clock  of  the 
ning  of  the  twenty-fourth,  the  men  were 
iy,  and  standing  at  their  guns,  having  ro- 
/ed  information  that  there  was  a  movement 
the  enemy.  No  vessels  were  to  be  seen,  and 
first  notice  of  an  enemy  nearing  us  was  the 
ly  to  the  shots  from  Fort  Jackson,  and  the 
mere  were  ordered  to  fire  by  the  flashes  of 
enemy's  guns,  which  was  done,  but  the  fire 
i  entirely  too  high,  and  passed  over  them, 
nediately  after  this  a  vessel  came  in  sight, 
I  they  followed  each  other  in  rapid  success- 
,  seemingly  in  pairs,  one  of  the  two  keeping 
k  far  enough  to  enable  her  to  deliver  her  fire 
n  her  broadsides.  The  fire  from  our  guns 
i  rapid,  and  from  the  little  that  could  be  seen 
I  heard,  was  accurate,  but  after  the  first  dis- 
rge,  the  smoke  almost  hid  them  from  sight, 
I  we  weft  again  compelled  to  judge  by  the 
hes  of  their  guns.  As  to  the  effect  of  the 
.  it  is  impossible  to  state  what  it  was,  as  the 
knees,  aided  by  the  smoke,  rendered  seeing 

of  the  Question.   A  three-masted  propeller 

ashore,  during  the  engagement,  above  the 
>er  water-battery,  and,  remaining  there  sev- 
L  minutes  with  a  fire-barge  alongside,  her 


rigging'  had  caught  fire,  but  was  immediately 
extinguished.  We  were  not  able  to  open  upon 
her,  as  one  of  the  columbiads  had  been  pre- 
viously dismounted,  and  the  other  could  not  be 
brought  to  bear  ;  besides,  their  hands  were  full 
with  other  vessels  coming  up,  and  the  twenty- 
four-pounder  in  the  salient  of  the  upper  water- 
battery,  bearing  directly  upon  her,  had  been 
broken  in  two  near  the  trunnions.  The  vessels 
passed  close  under  our  guns,  taking  advantage 
of  the  eddy,  which  runs  up  with  considerable 
force,  and  it  was  found  impossible  to  get  more 
than  one  or  two  shots  at  any  one  vessel,  they 
passed  with  such  rapidity. 

All  our  guns  were  worked  with  courage, 
energy,  and  skill,  excepting  the  upper  water- 
battery,  where  some  confusion  arose,  caused  by 
the  men  not  being  so  thoroughly  drilled  as  thev 
should  have  been.  Company  C,  of  die  Confed- 
erate Recruits,  Lieutenant  J.  EL  Dixon,  were 
fully  prepared  to  work  the  guns  of  this  battery, 
and  would  have  done  so  with  effect,  but  were 
two  days  before  ordered  on  board  the  floating 
battery  Louisiana,  and  their  place  was  sup- 
plied by  Captain  Assanheimer's  Company'  B, 
Twenty-fourth  regiment  Louisiana  volunteers, 
who  had  only  been  drilled  a  few  times,  and 
Captain  Massicott's  Company  D,  Chalmette  regi- 
ment, who  were  raw,  undrilled,  perfectly  ig- 
norant even  of  the  use  of  the  shot-guns  with 
which  they  were  armed,  and  had  never  been 
drilled  at  artillery.  As  soon  as  it  was  seen  that 
the  guns  did  not  open,  Lieutenant  A.  J.  Quigley, 
with  such  men  as  could  be  gathered,  was  sent 
to  attend  to  them,  which  was  done,  so  far  as 
they  were  concerned,  to  the  satisfaction  of  that 
officer.  The  company  of  Confederate  recruits/ 
under  Lieutenants  Dixon  and  Blow,  were  detail- 
ed to  report  to  Captain  Mitchell,  C.  8.  Navy,  for 
duty  on  board  the  Louisiana,  as  per  instruc- 
tions dated  headquarters  Forts  Jackson  and  St. 
Philip,  April  twenty-first,  1862,  where  they  re- 
mained until  the  evening  of  the  twenty-fourth 
instant  Captain  Lartigue's  company  did  good 
service  as  scouts  and  sharpshooters,  many  of 
them  being  out  at  all  times.  On  the  night  of 
the  twenty-third,  seven  of  them  were  sent  to  as- 
certain the  movements  of  the  enemy,  and  all 
returned  without  accomplishing  anything.  Two 
other  scouts,  one  from  Company  K  and  the 
other  of  Company  F,  were  out  on  the  same 
mission,  and  had  it  not  been  from  the  failure  of 
the  rockets,  which  by  an  accident  became  wet, 
would  have  signalled  their  approach  much 
sooner.  As  it  was,  the  only  intimation  I  re- 
ceived was  the  firing  of  one  of  their  muskets. 
The  following  is  the  number  of  projectiles  used, 
etc. :  six  hundred  and  seventy-five  (675)  eight- 
inch  solid  shot,  one  hundred  and  seventy-one 

(171)  eight-inch  shells,  thirteen  thirteen-inch 
rom  columbiad  battery,  etc.,  in  main  work ;  one 
hundred  and  forty-two  ten-inch  mortar  shells 
from  lower  mortar  battery,  four  hundred  and 
seventy  shot,  shell,  and  grape,  lower  water-bat- 
tery ;  one  hundred  and  twenty  shot,  grape,  and 
canister,  from  upper  water-battery.  Captain  R 
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C.  Bond,  assisted  by  First  Lieutenants  Carleton 
Hunt  and  Wm.  E.  Ellis,  and  his  Company  K, 
Captain  J.  H.  Lamon,  with  the  assistance  of 
First  Lieutenant  H.  W.  Fowler,  with  his  Com- 
pany C,  in  the  lower  battery,  manning  the  forty- 
two  and  thirty-two  pounders  respectively; 
Lieutenants  Lewis  B.  Taylor  and  W.  B.  Jones, 
with  Company  F,  at  the  columbiad  battery,  and 
Lieutenant  A.  J.  Quigly,  with  supernumeraries 
of  Company  F,  taken  from  main  work  to  man 
euns  oi  upper  water-battery,  behaved  with  gal- 
lantry, energy,  coolness,  and  bravery,  worthy  of 
imitation;  and  all,  both  officers  and  men,  de- 
serve the  highest  praise  that  could  be  given  to 
any  one,  for  the  honorable  part  they  performed 
during  the  whole  time  since  the  commencement 
of  this  trying  conflict.  Captain  Charles  Assan- 
heimer's  Company  B,  did  their  best,  both  his 
officers  and  men.  Individual  acts  of  heroism  are 
numerous ;  but  where  all  did  so  well,  it  would 
appear  invidious  to  mention  names.  Suffice  it 
to  say,  that  were  everything  to  be  done  again, 
or  anything  else  required  to  be  performed, 
one  could  ask  no  other  privilege  than 
to  have  the  same  men  to  do  it — feel- 
ing satisfied  it  would  be  as  well  carried  out 
as  possible.  The  injury  to  the  fort  was  slight 
Of  the  guns,  one  banded  seven-inch  rifle  was 
bunted  by  the  explosion  of  a  shell  in  its  bore 
near  the  muzzle,  and  one  twenty-four  pounder 
gun  was  broken  in  two  about  fourteen  inches 
in  front  of  the  trunnions,  by  being  struck  by  a 
solid  shot  An  eight-inch  columbiad  was  dis- 
mounted, but  only  temporarily  useless,  the  gun 
being  uninjured  and  ebon  remounted.  The 
platform  of  one  twenty-four-pounder  gun  was 
undermined  by  a  shell,  but  not  rendered  entirely 
useless.  One  of  the  uprights  of  a  forty-two- 
pounder  gun-carriage  was  partly  shot  away,  but 
can  still  be  of  service. 

With  many  thanks  to  all  officers  and  men  for 
their  assistance  and  efficient  aid,  and  humbly 
bowing  before  the  will  of  Almighty  God, 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
M.  T.  Squtrks, 

Captain  Loolilaiia  AiUlery. 


Casualties  During  the  Bombardment. 


1 

9 

38 

42 

In  Fort  St,  Philip   . 

2 

4 

8 

Total*  

11 

87 

48 

Somervillb  Burke, 
Chablbs  D.  Lewis, 


REPORT  OF  BRI6ADIER-GEN1RAL  M.  L  9BB.     I  i 
Camp  Moori,  Turcnuroi,  Ix,  My  C  M  I  * 

Major  J.  O.  Picket,  Assistant  AdjiAut&md:  I  ■ 
Major  :  I  herewith  submit  a  report  of  m  I  re- 
operations of  the  troops  under  my  coaatsjg  u 
the  Chalmette  and  McGee  lines,  on  the  spans*  i 
of  the  enemy's  vessels  from  Forts  Jicbaai  j 
St  Philip  to  the  city  of  New  Orleans.  Ihai  b 
interior  lines  of  defence  are  constructed  it  fl 
special  reference  to  an  attack  by  hod,  bat  to  fa 
minating  them  on  the  river  banks,  i«  to)  fc 
batteries  calculated  for  twelve  and  ti-enyps  ! 
respectively,  and  at  the  time  of  the  actios  •  * 
taining  five  and  nine.   Ten  forty-rwo-poBiski  js 
intended  for  this  battery,  were  turned  owl  fc 
the  navy  for  the  defence  of  New  Orfets  \j  « 
water.   This  has  been  considered  ss  depesdsf  fa 
upon  the  forts  mentioned,  which  aw  weks  n 
structed,  permanent  works,  rather  well  anssi  a 
and  far. stronger  than  any  other  that coaM k 
hastily  erected.    With  this  view,  all  the  «*  I 
able  material,  both  of  guns  and  ammonia,  i 
had  been  concentrated  there  prior  tothtb*  i 
bardment,  and  during  its  continuance  wsbiaj  i 
added  to  in  such  quantities  daily  as  the  was 
of  the  department  admitted  of,  it  beingevida* 
that  the  decisive  struggle  was  there  to  be  mk 
As  soon,  therefore,  as  it  became  certain  Aaiii 
large  vessels  of  the  enemy  had  succedsft 
passing,  there  no  longer  existed  a  chat*  i  1 
preventing  them  from  reaching  Sew  Ota*  1 
and  the  short  resistance  made  by  the  few  pi  1 
mounted  in  the  two  batteries  \)f  the  mwa  | 
lines  was  made  through  a  sense  <4  «lwy.te 
without  any  expectation  of  success,  the  ess? 
numbering  as  many  vessels,  less  one,aawelsl 
guns. 

On  the  side  of  the  river,  where  I  was  in  p 
son  during  the  action,  were  stationed  three  ta 
panies  of  LieutenantrColonel  Pinckney  s  but 
ion  of  sharpshooters.  With  the  five  gam 
the  other  side  were  Captain  Pattern's  coapj 
of  the  Twenty-second  Louisiana  volunteers,* 
company  from  Fort  Pike,  under  lieutenant  I 
ter,  one  company  Beauregard  battery,  bea 
two  battalions  of  infantry  collected  in  canty 
instruction,  as  well  as  to  guard  the  line  in 
of  the  enemy's  landing  ana  attacking  by  hi 
all  under  immediate  command  of  Genenll 
son. 

The  enemy's  vessels  had  approached  to1 
in  about  the  fourth  of  a  mile  before  we  op 
on  them,  the  first  gun  being  from  Pines 
battery,  and  immediately  followed  bv  m 
from  the  battery  on  the  opposite  stde,aa 
promptly  replied  to  from  the  enemy's  v* 
The  engagement  lasted  until  every  round  4 
munition  on  hand  was  fired,  both?  officers 
men  displaying  a  coolness  and  intrepidity 
was  gratifying,  especially  as  regards  the  : 
who  then  for  the  first  time  in  their  livtf 
charged  a  heavy  gun.  The  firing  on  our 
was  spirited,  perhaps  a  little  uncertain ;  <m 
enemy's,  heavy  and  well  directed. 

During  the  engagement  their  vessels  go 
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e  distance,  until  near  enough  to 
)  and  canister. 

on  being  expended,  and  every 
itisfied,  permission  was  given  to 
sy  to  withdraw  his  command 
f  field  works  affording  shelter, 
e  deliberately,  officers  and  men 
er.  The  casualties  were  one 
wounded.  The  battery  on  the 
seemed  well  served,  and  no 
judging  from  the  character  of 
ent. 

earning  up  between  us  and  the 
the  retreat  of  the  troops  to  that 
ere  accordingly  directed  to  gain 
tailroad  and  reach  Camp  Moore 
•r  such  route  as  might  be  found 
it-Colonel  Pinckney  has  already 
lis  command,  but  somewhat  re- 
rs. 

this  report,  I  wish  particularly 
to  the  admirable  assistance  ren- 
nante  McDonald  and  B.  M.  Har- 

duty,  both  before  and  after  the 
mduct  could  not  have  been  bet- 
Frost,  on  special  duty,  was 

assistance,  but  in  carrying  out 
s,  was  accidentally  absent  dur- 
lent. 

ed  no  report  from  General  Buis- 
-he  operations  on  his  side  of  the 
le  to  refer  to  them  more  par- 
spectfully  submitted, 

M.  L.  Smith, 
ier -General,  commanding  Third  Brigade. 


Doc.  58. 


OF  THE   ARMY   OF  TEN- 
NESSEE. • 

OSEPH  E.  JOHNSTON'S  ORDER. 

Hkadquabkbs  Abut  or  Texns9bki,  ) 
July  17,  IBM.  J 

No.  4. 

to  orders  of  the  War  Depart- 
trer  to  General  Hood  the  com- 
y  and  Department  of  Tennessee." 
e  this  noble  army  without  ex- 
miration  of  the  high  military 
li splayed.  A  long  and  arduous 
ide  conspicuous  every  soldierly 
ce  of  toils,  obedience  to  or- 
mrage.  The  enemy  has  never 
be  repulsed  and  severely  pun- 
diers,  have  never  argued  but 
je,and  never  counted  your  foes. 
lt  leader,  I  will  still  watch  your 
rejoice  in  your  victories.  To 
sr  assurances  of  my  friendship, 
ionate  farewell. 

J.  E.  Johnston, 
General. 

.  A.O. 

EWELL, 

1,  Atlanta,  Ga, 


GENERAL  J.  B.  HOOD'S  ORDER.  * 

HBADQUABTER8  ARMT  OF  TkCNESROL  ) 

"  Ik  tot  FntLD,"  July  18, 1861.  / 

Soldiers  :  In  obedience  to  orders  from  the 
War  Department,  I  assume  command  of  this 
Army  and  Department  I  feel  the  weight  of  the 
responsibility  so  suddenly  and  unexpectedly 
devolved  upon  me  by  this  position,  and  shall 
bend  all  my  energies  and  employ  all  my  skill  to 
meet  its  requirements.  I  look  with  confidence 
to  your  patriotism  to  stand  by  me,  and  rely 
upon  your  prowess  to  wrest  your  country  from 
the  grasp  of  the  invader,  entitling  yourselves  to 
the  proud  distinction  of  being  called  the  deliv- 
erers of  an  oppressed  people. 

Respectfully, 

J.  B.  Hood, 

General. 

Kinlock  Falconer, 

A.  A.  A.  G» 

Colonel  Ewell, 

A.  A.  General. 

GENERAL  JOHNSTON'S  OFFICIAL  REPORT. 

VncxvnxB,  Ga.,  October  90,  1861 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following 
report  of  the  operations  of  the  Army  of  Ten- 
nessee, while  it  was  under  my  command.  Want 
of  the  reports  of  the  Lieutenant-Generals,  for 
which  I  nave  waited  until  now,  prevents  me 
from  being  circumstantial : 

In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  President, 
received  by  telegraph  at  Clinton,  Mississippi. 
December  eighteenth,  1863, 1  assumed  command: 
of  the  Army  of  Tennessee,  at  Dalton,  on  the 
twenty-seventh  of  that  month. 

Letters  from  the  President  and  Secretary  of 
War,  dated  respectively  twenty-third  and  twen- 
tieth of  December,  impressed  upon  me  the  im- 
portance of  soon  commencing  active  operations 
against  the  enemy.  The  relative  forces,  includ- 
ing the  moral  effect  of  the  affair  of  Missionary 
Ridge,  condition  of  artillery  horses,  most  of 
those  of  the  cavalry,  and  want  of  field-transpor- 
tation, made  it  impracticable  to  effect  these 
wishes  of  the  Executive. 

On  the  thirty-first  of  December  the  effective 
total  of  the  infantry  and  artillery  of  that  army, 
including  two  brigades  belonging  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Mississippi,  was  36$26 ;  the  effective 
total  of  the  cavalry,  including  Roddy's  com- 
mand at  Tuscumbia,  was  5,613.  The  Federal 
force  in  our  front,  exclusive  of  cavalry  and  the 
Ninth  and  Twenty-third  corps  at  Knoxville,  was 
estimated  at  80.000. 

The  winter  was  mainly  employed  in  improv- 
ing the  discipline  and  equipment  of  the  army 
and  bringing  back  absentees  to  the  ranks.   At  ' 
the  end  of  April  more  than  five  thousand  had 
rejoined  their  regiments. 

The  horses  of  the  artillery  and  cavalry  had 
been  much  reduced  in  condition  by  the  previ- 
ous campaign.  As  full  supplies  of  forage  could 
toot  be  furnished  them  at  Dalton,  it  was  neces- 
sary to  send  about  half  of  each  of  these  arms 
of  servioe  far  to  the  rear,  where  the  country 
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could  furnish  food.  On  that  account,  Brigadier- 
General  Roddy  was  ordered,  with  about  three- 
fourths  of  his  troops,  from  Tuscumbia  to  Dal- 
ton, and  arrived  at  the  end  of  February.  On 
the  second  of  April,  however,  he  was  sent  back 
to  his  former  position  by  the  Secretary  of  War. 

On  the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth  of  January, 
Baldwin's  and  Quarles'  brigades  returned  to 
the  Department  of  Mississippi  and  East  Lou- 
isiana, to  which  thev  belonged.  His  Excellency 
Joseph  E.  Brown  added  tt>  the  army  two  rcgi 
ments  of  State  troops,  which  were  used  to 
guard  the  railroad  bridges  between  Dalton  and 
Atlanta. 

On  the  seventeenth  of  February  the  Presi 
dent  ordered  me,  by  telegraph,  to  detach  Lieu- 
tenant-General  Hardee,  with  the  infantry  of  his 
corps,  except  Stevenson's  division,  to  aid  Lieu- 
tenant-General  Polk  against  Sherman  in  Missis- 
sippi. This  order  was  obeyed  as  promptly  as 
our  means  of  transportation  permitted. 

The  force  detached  was  probably  exaggerated 
to  Major-General  Thomas — for  on  the  twenty- 
third  the  Federal  army  advanced  to  Ringgold — 
on'  the  twenty-fourth  drove  in  our  outposts — 
and  on  the  twenty-fifth  skirmished  at  Mill  Creek 
Gap,  and  in  the  Crow  Valley  east  of  Rocky  Face 
Mountain.  We  were  successful  at  both  places. 
Iu  the  latter,  Clayton's  brigade,  after  a  sharp 
action  of  half  an  hour,  defeated  double  its  num- 
ber. At  night  it  was  reported  that  a  United 
States  brigade  was  occupying  Dug  Gap,  from 
which  it  had  driven  our  troops.  Granbury's 
Texan  brigade,  returning  from  M issisHippi,  had 
just  arrived.  It  was  ordered  to  march  to  the 
foot  of  the  mountain  immediately,  and  to  retake 
the  Gap  at  sunrise  next  morning,  which  was 
done. 

In  the  night  of  the  twenty-sixth  the  enemy 
retired. 

On  the  twenty-seventh  of  February  I  suggest- 
ed to  the  Executive  by  letter,  through  General 
Bragg,  that  all  preparations  for  a  forward  move- 
ment should  be  made  without  further  delay.  In 
a  letter,  dated  fourth  of  March,  General  Bragg 
desired  me  "  to  have  all  things  ready  at  the 
earliest  practicable  moment  for  the  movement 
indicated."  In  replying,  on  the  twelfth,  I  re- 
minded him  that  the  regulations  of  the  War 
Department  do  not  leave  such  preparations  to 
commanders  of  troops,  but  to  officers  who  re- 
ceive their  orders  from  Richmond. 

On  the  eighteenth,  a  letter  was  received  from 
General  Bragg,  sketching  a  plan  of  offensive 
operations,  and  enumerating  the  troops  to  be 
used  iu  them  under  me.  I  was  invited  to  ex- 
press my  views  on  the  subject.  In  doing  so, 
both  by  telegraph  and  mail,  1  suggested  modifi- 
cations, and  urged  that  the  additional  troops 
named  should  be  sent  immediately,  to  enable 
us,  should  the  enemy  advance,  to  beat  him,  and 
then  move  forward  ;  or  should  he  not  advance, 
do  so  ourselves.  General  Bragg  replied  by 
telegraph,  on  the  twenty-first :  "Your  despatch 
of  nineteenth  does  not  indicate  acceptance  of 
plan  proposed.  Troop*  can  oi&y  Ym  fam 


other  points  for  advance.   Upon  r*nr  fata 
of  that  point  further  action  must  itpti' 

I  replied,  by  telegraph,  oq  the  twentr***!: 
"In  my  despatch  of  nineteenth, I eiprwir» 
cept  taking  offensive—only  differ  with  iiia 
to  details.    I  assume  that  the  eoeor  rJI  k 
prepared  for  advance  before  weare.adii 
make  it,  to  our  advantage.  Therefore  I  p> 
pose,  both  for  offensive  and  defensive.  loada- 
ble our  troops  here  immediately.*  Ttaiam 
noticed.   Therefore,  on  the  twenty-fifth,  I  api 
urged  the  necessity  of  reinforcing:  tbeinrtf 
Tennessee,  because  the  enemy  was  coliefingi 
larger  force  than  that  of  the  last  c&ftpp, 
while  ours  was  less  than  it  had  been  thn. 

On  the  third  of  April  Lieutenant-Cornel  il 
Cole  arrived  at  Dalton  to  direct  the  prociraf 
artillery  horses  and  field-transportatioc,fc» 
able  the  army  to  advance. 

On  the  fourth,  under  Orders  32  of  18R It- 
plied  to  the  chief  of  the  conscript  gerriat 
1,000  negro  teamsters.  None  were  received 
On  the  eighth  of  April,  Colonel  B.  S.  E«i 
A.  A.  G.,  was  sent  to  Richmond  to  repwem 
the  President  my  wish  to  take  the  cfafl! 
with  proper  means,  and  to  learn  his  vieu  1 
few  days  after  Brigadier-General  Peudkwt 
rived  from  Richmond  to  ei^lain  tome  tat  ft» 
dent's  wishes  on  that  subject.  1  eiphinei  • 
bim  the  modification  of  the  plan  cumnwnioiK 
by  General  Bragg,  wliich  seemed  tomee«fli 
—which  required  tliat  the  intended  rtii» 
ments  should  be  sent  to  Dalton.  1  mg<d  K 
this  should  bo  done  without  delay— beear 
our  present  force  was  not  sufficient  em  k 
defence — and  to  enable  us  to  take  the  oiSow. 
if  the  enemy  did  not 

On  the  first  of  May  I  reported  uieewmjib* 
to  advance.   On  the  second,  Brigadier-wri 
Mercer's  command  arrived,  about  1,400  *Gw* 
infantry.   On  the  fourth  I  expressed  ttjw 
satisfied"  that  the  enemy  was  about  to  tffl 
with  his  united  forces,  and  again  urged  vtt 
part  of  Lieutenant-General  Pick's  troops 
be  put  at  my  disposal.    I  was  inforoiiy  i 
General  Bragg  that  orders  to  thai  elect  w 
given. 

Major-General  Martin,  'whose  divwR* 
cavalry,  coming  from  East  Tennessee,  had  bu 
halted  on  the  Etowah  to  recruit  its  horses**' 
ordered  with  it  to  observe  the  Oostanaok 
Resaca  to  Rome,  and  Bngadier^taienl  t& 
was  ordered  with  his  command  from  tbe  sef 
borhood  of  Resaca,  to  report  to  Major-Geoei 
Wheeler. 

The  effective  artillery  and  infantry  d  i 
Army  of  Tennessee,  after  the  arrival  et  Mew 
brigade,  amounted  to  40.900;  the  rfcea 
cavalry  to  about  4,000.  Major-General  S 
man's  army  was  composed  of  that  of  MisM 
Ridge  (then  80,000)  increased  by  sevenl 
emits :  5,000  men  under  Hovey,"  the  Twa 
Third  (Schofield's)  from  Knoxvifle.  and  two  d 
sions  of  the  Sixteenth  from  North  AW* 
Major-General  Wheeler  estimated  the  caralrj 
that  army  as  15,000. 
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•f  May  this  army  was  in  line  be- 
l  and  Tunnel  Hill,  and  after  skir- 
;  and  the  following  day,  on  the 
i  back  our  advanced  troops  to 

On  the  same  day  Canty  reached 
i  brigade,  and  was  halted  there, 
it  4  p.  m.,  a  division  of  Hooker's 

Dug  Gap,  which  was  bravely 
giments  of  Reynolds'  Arkansas 
Irigsby's  brigade  of  Kentucky 
5  on  foot,  until  the  arrival  of 
>ral  Hardee  with  Granbury.'s 
he  enemy  was  put  to  flight  On 
saults  were  made  oh  Lieutenant- 
troops  on  Rocky  Face  Mountain, 
ed.  In  the  afternoon  a  report 
lat  Logan's  and  Dodge's  corps 

Greek  Gap.  Three  divisions 
it-General  Hood  were  therefore 
On  the  tenth  Lieutenant-General 
the  enemy  retiring.  Skirmish- 
antage  continued  all  day  near 
General  Bates  repulsed  a  vigor- 
;ht.  On  the  eleventh  Brigadier- 
ported  that  the  enemy  was  again 
saca.  Lieutenant^General  Polk 
evening  with  Loring's  division, 
2ted  to  defend  the  place  with 
1  Canty's.  The  usual  skirmish- 
iar  Dalton. 

lountain,  and  Snake  Creek  Gap, 
d,  completely  covered  for  the 
ration  of  burning  Dalton.  On 
federal  army,  covered  by  the 
i  by  Snake  Creek  Gap  towards 
-General  Wheeler,  with  2,200  of 
id  defeated  more  than  double 
Federal  cavalry  near  Varnell's 
£ht  our  artillery  and  infantry 
ica.  The  cavalry  followed  on  the 
that  day  the  enemy  approaching 
eek  Gap  road,  was  checked  by 
which  gave  time  for  the  forma- 
and  Hood's  corps,  just  arriving, 
i  formed,  the  left  of  Polk's  corps 
inaula,  and  the  right  of  Hood's 
ga.  There  was  brisk  skirmish- 
afternoon  on  Polk's  front  and 

jenth  the  enemy  made  several 
it  vigorous  on  Hindman's  divis- 
t).  All  were  handsomely  re- 
p.  m.  Hood  advanced  with  Ste- 
jwart's  divisions,  supported  by 
i  brigades,  driving  the  enemy 
d  before  night  He  was  in- 
>ady  to  continue  the  offensive 
At  nine  p.  m.  I  learned  that 
ral  Polk's  troops  had  lost  &  po- 
ng our  bridges,  and  received 
ral  Martin  a  report  that  Federal 
)ssing  the  Oostanaula  near  Cal- 
toon  bridge.  The  instructions 
neral  Hood  were  revoked,  and 
>n  sent  to  the  point  named  by 
aitin. 


On  the  fifteenth  there  was  severe'  skirmish- 
ing on  the  whole  front  Major-General  Walker 
reported  no  movement  near  Calhoun,  Lieuten- 
ant-General  Hood  was  directed  to  prepare  to 
move  forward,  his  right  leading,  supported  by 
two  brigades  from  Polk's  and  Hardee's  corps. 
When  he  was  about  to  move,  information  came 
from  Major-General  Walker  that  the  Federal 
right  was  crossing  the  river.  To  meet  this 
movement  Lieutenant-General  Hood's  attack 
was  countermanded.  Stewart's  division  not  re- 
ceiving the  order  from  corps  headquarters  in 
time,  attacked  unsuccessfully.  The  arrnv  was 
ordered  to  cross  the  Oostanaula  that  night,  de- 
stroying the  bridges  behind  it 

On  the  sixteenth  the  enemy  crossed  the  Oos- 
tanaula. Lieutenant-General  Hardee  skirmished 
with  them  successfully  near  Calhoun. 

The  fact  that  a  part  of  Polk's  troops  were 
still  in  the  rear,  and  the  great  numerical  superi- 
ority of  the  Federal  army,  made  it  expedient  to 
risk  battle  only  when  the  position  or  some  blun- 
der on  the  part  of  the  enemy  might  give  us 
counterbalancing  advantages.  I  therefore  deter- 
mined to  fall  back  slowly,  until  circumstances 
should  put  the  chances  of  battle  in  our  favor — 
keeping  so  near  the  United  States  army  as  to 
prevent  its  sending  reinforcements  to  Grant— 
and  hoping,  by  taking  advantage  of  positions 
and  opportunities,  to  reduce  the  odds  against 
us  by  partial  engagements.  I  also  expected  it  to » 
be  materially  reauced  before  the  end  of  June, 
by  the  expiration  of  the  terms  of  service  of 
many  of  the  regiments  which  had  not  re-en- 
listed. In  this  way  we  fell  back  to  Cassville,  in 
two  marches.  At  Adairsville,  about  midday 
on  the  seventeenth,  Polk's  cavalry,  under  Briga- 
adier-General  Jackson,  met  the  army,  and  Har- 
dee, after  severe  skirmishing,  checked  the  ene- 
my. At  this  point,  on  the  eighteenth,  Polk's 
and  Hood's  corps  took  the  direct  road  to  Cass- 
ville— Hardee's  that  by  Kingston.  About  half 
the  Federal  army  took  each  road. 

French's  division  having  joined  Polk's  corps 
on  the  eighteenth,  on  the  morning  of  the  nine- 
teenth, when  half  the  Federal  army  was  near 
Kingston,  the  two  corps  at  Cassville  were  or- 
dered to  advance  against  the  troops  that  had 
followed  them  from  Adairsville — Hood's  leading 
on  the  right  When  this  corps  had  advanced 
some  two  miles,  one  of  his  staff  officers  reported 
to  Lieutenant-General  Hood  that  the  enemy  was 
approaching  on  the  Canton  road  in  rear  of  the 
right  of  our  original  position.  He  drew  back 
his  troops  and  formed  them  •across  that  road. 
When  it  was  discovered  that  the  officer  was 
mistaken  the  opportunity  had  passed,  by  the 
near  approach  of  the  two  portions  of  the  Fed- 
eral army.  Expecting  to  be  attacked,  I  drew 
np  the  troops  m  what  seemed  to  me  an  excel- 
lent position — a  bold  ridge  immediately  in  the 
rear  of  Cassville,  with  an  open  valley  before  it 
The  fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery  commenced 
soon  after  the  troops  were  formed,  and  contin- 
ued until  night  Soon  after  dark  Lieutenant- 
Generals  Polk  and  Hood  together  expressed  to 
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regretted  ever  since.  Wheeler's  cavalry  was 
placed  in  observation  above  and  Jackson's  be- 
low the  railroad. 

On  the  twenty-second  Major-General  Wheel- 
er was  sent  with  all  his  troops  not  required 
for  observation  to  the  enemy's  rear,  and  on 
the  twenty-fourth  beat  a  brigade  at  Cassville 
and  took  or  bnmed  two  hundred  and  fifty  loaded 
wagons.   In  the  meantime  the  enemy  was  re- 

imrted,  by  Jackson's  troops,  moving  down  the 
Stowah,  as  if  to  cross  it  near  Stilesboro,  and 
crossing  on  the  twenty-third.  On  the  twenty- 
fourth  Polk  s  and  Hardee's  corps  reached  the 
road  from  Stilesboro  to  Atlanta,  a  few  miles 
south  of  Dallas,  and  Hood's  four  miles  from 
New  nope  Church,  on  the  road  from  Alatoona. 
On  the  twenty-fifth  the  enemy  was  found  to  be 
intrenched  near  and  east  of  Dallas.  Hood's 
ooqis  was  placed  with  its  centre  at  New  nope 
Church,  and  Polk's  and  Hardee's  ordered  be- 
tween it  and  the  Atlanta  road,  which  nar- 
dce's  left  was  to  cover.  An  hour  before  sun- 
set Stewart's  division  was  fiercely  attacked  by 
Hooker's  corps,  which  it  repulsed  after  a  hot 
engagement  of  two  hours.  Skirmishing  was 
kept  up  on  the  twenty-sixth  and  twenty-sev- 
enth. At  half-past  five  p.  m.,  on  the  twenty- 
seventh,  Howard's  corps  assailed  Cleburne's  di- 
vision, and  was  driven  back  with  great  slaugh- 
ter. In  these  two  actions  our  troops  were  not 
intrenched.  Our  loss  in  each  was  about  four 
hundred  and  fifty  killed  and  wounded.  On  the 
twenty-seventh  the  enemy's  dead,  except  those 
homo  oflF.  were  counted — six  hundred.  Wo 
therefore  estimated  their  whole  loss  at  three 
thousand  at  least.  It  was  probably  greater  on 
the  twenty-fifth,  as  we  had  a  larger  force  en- 
gaged then,  both  of  infantry  and  artillery. 

The  usual  skirmishing  was  kept  up  on  the 
twenty-eighth.   Lieutenant-Gcneral  Hood  was 


wruiv.li  Ji  nave  |  ofkiiiiiiOAiiiig  miiu.  vi^uit 

teenth  the  brave  Lieuteuai 


tineirished  in  every  battle : 
had  fought,  fell  by  a  cannon 
post  Major-Gene  ml  Lorini 
command,  which  he  held  i 
July  with  great  efficiency. 

On  the  fourth  of  June  a  h 
Brown  informed  me  that  he 
vision  of  infantry  and  plat 
ders.  These  troops,  when 
under  Major-General  G.  W 
ployed  to  defend  the  crosi 
hoochee,  to  prevent  the  sui 
the  Federal  Cavalry. 

On  the  nineteenth  a  ne^H 
the  army — Hood's  corps  wi 
Marietta  and  Canton  road, ! 
nesaw  Mountain,  and  Hard* 
tending  across  the  Lost  M" 
road.  The  enemy  approacl 
cover  of  successive  Hues  «if 
this  position  there  was  iiu 
skirmishing  until  July  thinl 
ally  extending  his  intrench*: 
lanta.  On  the  twentieth  of 
eleven  hundred  men,  routed 
of  Federal  cavalry  on  our  rij. 
first  Hood's  corps  was  tram 
left,  Wheeler's  cavalry  taki 
sition  which  it  left*  On 
Lieutenant-Gencral  Hood  i 
man's  and  Stevenson's  div 
being  attacked,  drove  back 
line  of  his  breast  works,  bu 
withdraw  by  the  fire  of  ft 
the  twenty-fourth  HardeVs 
a  line  of  bat'le,  as  did  St< 
corps,  on  the  twenty-fifth. 

On  the  twenty-seventh, 
nonade  of  several  huiim.  th 
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between  two  thousand  five  hun- 
j  thousand,  which  he  thinks  very 

b  of  July  Major-General  Smith's 
rdered  to  support  the  cavalry  on 
iir  effective  total  was  about  one 

hundred.  On  the  second,  the 
being  nearer  to  Atlanta  by  several 
r  left,  the  army  fell  back  during 
Smyrna  Church.  On  the  fourth, 
Smith  reported  that  he  should  be 
withdraw  on  the  morning  of  the 
e  of  intrenchments  covering  the 
5  and  Turner's  Ferry.    The  army 

ordered  to  retire  at  the  same 
line  to  secure  our  bridges.  The 
id  the  Chattahoochee,  Wheeler 
or  some  twenty  miles  above,  and 
below.  The  enemy  advanced  as 
by  intrenchments.  Skirmishing 
il  the  ninth.  Our  infantry  and 
brought  to  the  south-east  side  of 
night,  because  two  Federal  corps 
it  above  Powers'  Ferry  on  the 
intrenched.  Lieutenant-General 

command  of  his  corps  on  the 

;er  of  Peachtree  Creek,  and  the 
s  in  the  Chattahoochee  above  its 
ted  niy  attempting  to  defend  that 
per.  The  broad  and  muddy  chan- 
k  would  have  separated  the  two 
lrmy.  It,  and  the  river  below  its 
therefore  taken  as  our  line.  A 
e  high  ground  south  of  the  creek 
or  the  army,  from  which  to  attack 
lile  crossing.  The  engineer  offi- 
rge  force  of  negroes,  were  set  to 
jthen  the  fortifications  of  Atlanta, 
them  seven  heavy  rifles  borrowed 
neral  Maury.  The  Chief-Engineer 
i  to  devote  his  attention,  first,  to 
tween  the  Marietta  and  Decatur 

them  in  such  condition  that  they 
by  State  troops,  so  that  the  army 

the  enemy  in  flank  when  he 
e  town :  this  in  the  event  that  we 
accessful  in  attacking  the  Federal 
Bsage  of  Peachtree  Creek, 
mies  were  separated  by  the  Chat- 
rmishing  became  less  severe.  On 
i  a  division  of  Federal  cavalry 
rer  by  Moore's  Bridge,  near  New- 
iriven  back  by  Armstrong's  bri- 
Brigadier-General  Jackson  to  meet 
aenth  Governor  Brown  informed 

he  hoped  to  reinforce  the  army 
.  of  the  month  with  near  ten  thou- 
>ps. 

enteenth  the  main  body  of  the 
crossed  the  Chattahoochee  be- 
and  Powers'  Ferry.  At  ten  o'clock 
was  giving  Lieutenant-Colonel 
if  Engineer,  instructions  in  regard 
the  next  day  on  the  fortifications 
elegram  was  received  from  Gen- 
>oc.  44 


eral  Cooper,  informing  me,  by  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  that,  as  I  had  failed  to  arrest 
the  advance  of  the  enemy  to  the  vicinity  of 
Atlanta,  and  expressed  no  confidence  that  I 
could  defeat  or  repel  him,  I  was  relieved  from 
the  command  of  the  Army  and  Department  of 
Tennessee,  which  would  be  immediately  turned 
over  to  General  Hood.  This  was  done  at  once. 
On  the  morning  of  the  eighteenth  the  enemy 
was  reported  to  be  advancing,  and  at  General 
Hood's  request  I  continued  to  give  orders  until 
afternoon,  placing  the  troops  in  the  position 
selected  near  Peachtree  Creek. 

In  transferring  the  command  to  General  Hood, 
I  explained  my  plans  to  him :  First :  to  attack 
the  Federal  army  while  crossing  Peachtree 
Creek.  If  we  were  successful,  great  results 
might  be  hoped  for,  as  the  enemy  would  have 
both  the  creek  and  the  river  to  intercept  his  re- 
treat Second :  if  unsuccessful,  to  keep  back 
the  enemy  by  intrenching,  to  give  time  for  the 
assembling  of  the  State  troops  promised  by 
Governor  Brown,  to  garrison  Atlanta  with  those 
troops,  and  when  the  Federal  army  approached 
the  town,  attack  it  on  its  most  exposed  flank 
with  all  the  Confederate  troops. 

These  troops,  who  had  been  for  seventy-four 
days  in  the  immediate  presence  of  the  enemy, 
laboring  and  fighting  daily,  enduring  toil,  ex- 
posure, and  danger  with  equal  cheerfulness, 
more  confident  and  high-spirited  than  when  the 
Federal  army  presented  itself  near  Dal  ton,  were 
then  inferior  to  none  who  ever  served  the  Con- 
federacy. 

Under  the  excellent  administration  of  Briga- 
dier-General Mackall,  Chief  of  Staff,  the  troops 
were  well  equipped,  and  abundantly  supplied. 
The  draught  animals  of  the  artillery  and  Quarter- 
master's Department  were  in  better  condition 
on  the  eighteenth  of  July  than  on  the  fifth  of 
May.  We  lost  no  material  in  the  retreat,  except 
the  four  field-pieces  mentioned  in  the  accompa- 
nying report  of  General  Hood. 

I  commenced  the  campaign  with  General 
Bragg 's  Army  of  Missionary  Ridge,  with  one 
brigade  added  (Mercer's),  and  two  taken  away 
(Baldwin's  and  Quarlea  j.  That  opposed  to  us 
was  Grant's  array  of  Missionary  Ridge,  then  es- 
timated at  eighty  thousand  by  our  principal 
officers,  increased,  as  I  have  stated,  by  two 
corps,  a  division,  and  several  thousand  recruits 
— in  all,  at  least  thirty  thousand  men.  The  cav- 
alry of  that  army  was  estimated  by  Major- 
General  Wheeler  at  fifteen  thousand. 

The  reinforcements  which  joined  our  army 
amounted  to  fifteen  thousand  infantry  and  artil- 
lery, and  four  thousand  cavalry.  Our  scouts 
reported  much  greater  numbers  joining  the 
United  States  army--garrisons  and  bridge-guards 
from  Tennessee  and  Kentucky,  relieved  by  "  one- 
hundred  days'  men,"  and  the  Seventeenth  corps 
with  two  thousand  cavalry. 

The  loss  of  our  infantry  and  artillery  from  the 
fifth  of  May  had  been  about  ten  thousand  in 
killed  and  wounded,  and  four  thousand  seven 
hundred  from  all  other  causes — mainly  slight 
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sickness  produced  by  heavy  cold  rains,  which 
prevailed  in  the  latter  half  of  June.  These  and 
the  slightly  wounded  were  beginning  to  rejoin 
their  regiments.  For  want  of  reports  I  am  un- 
able to  give  the  loss  or  the  services  of  the 
cavalry,  which  was  less  under  my  eje  than  the 
rest  of  the  army.  Its  effective  strength  was  in- 
creased by  about  two  thousand  during  the  cam- 
paign. 

The  effective  force  transferred  to  General 
Hood  was  about  forty-one  thousand  infantry  and 
artillery  and  ten  thousand  cavalry. 

According  to  the  opinions  of  our  most  expe- 
rienced officers,  daily  reports  of  prisoners,  and 
statements  of  Northern  papers,  the  enemy's  loss 
in  action  could  not  have  been  less  than  five 
times  as  great  as  ours.  In  the  cases  in  which 
we  had  the  means  of  estimating  it,  it  ranged 
from  seventy  to  one  to  ninety  to  one,  compared  to 
ours,  and  averaged  thirteen  to  one.  The  Fed- 
eral prisoners  concurred  in  saying  that  their 
heaviest  loss  occurred  in  the  daily  attacks  made 
in  line  of  battle  upon  our  skirmishers  in  their 
rifle-pits.  Whether  they  succeeded  in  dislodg- 
ing our  skirmishers  or  not,  their  loss  was  heavy 
and  ours  almost  nothing. 

At  Dalton  the  great  numerical  superiority  of 
the  enemy  made  the  chances  of  battle  much 
against  us,  and  even  if  beaten,  they  had  a  safe 
refuse  behind  the  fortified  pass  of  Ringgold, 
and  in  the  fortress  of  Chattanooga.  Our  refuge, 
in  case  of  defeat,  was  in  Atlanta,  one  hundred 
miles  off,  with  three  rivers  intervening.  There- 
fore, victory  for  us  could  not  have  been  deci- 
sive, while  defeat  would  have  been  utterly  dis- 
astrous. Between  Dalton  and  the  Chattahoo- 
chee we  could  have  given  battle  only  by  attack- 
ing the  euemy  intrenched,  or  so  near  intrench- 
ments  that  the  only  result  of  success  to  us 
would  have  been  his  falling  back  into  thorn. 
While  defeat  would  have  been  our  ruin. 

In  the  course  pursued,  our  troops  always  fight- 
ing under  cover,  had  very  trifling  losses  com- 
pared with  those  they  inflicted,  so  that  the 
enemy's  numerical  superiority  was  reduced  daily 
and  rapidly,  and  we  could  reasonably  have  ex- 
pected to  cope  with  the  Federal  army  on  equal 
ground  by  the  time  the  Chattahoochee  was 
passed.  Defeat  on  this  side  of  that  river  would 
have  been  its  destruction.  We,  if  beaten,  had 
a  place  of  refuge  in  Atlanta— too  strong  to  be 
assaulted,  and  too  extonsive  to  be  invested.  I 
had  also  hoped  that  by  the  breaking  of  the  rail- 
road in  its  rear  the  Federal  army  might  be  com- 
pelled to  attack  us  in  a  position  of  our  own 
choosing,  or  to  a  retreat  easily  converted  into 
rout  ^  After  we  crossed  the  Etowah  five  de- 
tachments of  cavalry  were  successively  sent 
with  instructions  to  destroy  as  much  as  they 
could  of  the  railroad  between  Dalton  and  the 
Etowah.  All  failed— because  too  weak.  We 
could  never  spare  a  sufficient  body  of  cavalry 
for  this  service,  as  its  assistance  was  absolutely 
necessary  in  the  deteu.ee  el  ever?  ^unftwt  we 


vice  with  one  hundred  men  od  the  elsrai -/ 
June,  and  remained  for  several  weeb 
railroad,  frequently  interrupting.  ihb:afc  * 
strong  enough  to  prevent  it*  use.  lahitt 
campaign,  the  statements  of  the  rtnprl  ix 
cavalry  in  the  Department  of  MiMtsapn  c 
East  Louisiana,  given  me  by  IitMiteaD&sa 
Polk,  just  from  the  command  of  that  Kfr, 
xnent,  and  my  telegraphic  corresponded  ■£  j 
his  successor,  Lieutenant-General  8.  D.  Le 
gave  me  reason  to  hope  that  a  dnpefeifo 
could  be  scut  from  Mississippi  and  Aabiav 

Srevent  the  use  of  the  railroad  br  tatta 
tates  army.  I  therefore  8ugge«edn»i 
president  directly  on  the  thuxmtkJvK 
sixteenth  July,  and  through  General  Bug  i 
the  third,  twelfth,  thirteenth,  auteoii: 
twenty-sixth  June,  and  also  t»  Lieutaafltfe 
ral  Lee  on  the  tenth  May  and  third, derail: 
sixteenth  June.  I  did  so  in  the  belief  safe 
cavalry  would  serve  the  Confederacy  betwi" 
insuring  the  defeat  of  Major-G?a<-iilSbett 
army,  than  by  repelling  a  raid  in  Miw*i;t 

Besides  the  causes  of  my  removal 
the  telegram  announcing  it.  varioaMher  *  > 
tione  have  been  made  against  me,  rn<  :t 
lished  in  newspapers  in  »u«:h  a  nmirr  a 
pear  to  have  official  authority,  and  uttort* 
lated  orally  in  Georgia  and  Alabama  im- 
puted to  General  Bragg. 
The  principal  are : 
That  I  persistently  disregarded  the  fc 
tions  of  the  president. 
That  I  would  not  fight  the  enemy.  1 
That  I  refused  to  defend  Atlanta. 
That  I  refused  to  communicate  with  G-r& 
Bragg,  in  relation  to  the  operations  ■:<" 
army. 

That  I  disregarded  his  entreaties  to  cast 
my  course  and  attack  the  enemy. 

And  gross  exaggerations  of  the  louts  ft  • 
army. 

I  had  not  the  advantage  of  receiving thefi 
ident's  instructions  in  relation  10  the  ne 
of  conducting  the  campaign,  but  as  the 
of  my  predecessor  in  retreating  before  -jdi 
than  those  confronting  me  had  appan-itfr  \ 
approved,  and  as  General  Lee  in  keepir*  i 
defensive,  and  retreating  towards  liratf  j 
jective  point,  under  circumstances  like  : 
was  adding  to  his  great  fame,  both  in 
mation  of  the  administration  and  people.  1 

Fosed  that  my  course  would  not  he  cez* 
believed  then  as  I  do  now,  that  it  was  the 
one  at  my  command  which  promised  huh 
I  think  that  the  foregoing  narrative  a! 
that  the  Army  of  Tennessee  did  fight,  and 
at  least  as  much  effect,  as  it  had  ever  done  b 
The  proofs  that  I  intended  to  bold  1 
are,  the  fact  that  under  my  orders  the  wa 
strengthening  its  defences  wss  going  <n  i 
ously,  the  communication  on  the  subject : 
by  me  to  General  Hood,  and  the  feet  tha 
family  was  in  the  town.   That  the  public i 


occupied.  Captain  1tarvey,«cv  offcast  <A  p^A^a^^***  wasw^l  and  no  large  supplie 
courage  and  sagacity ,  was  ta\&j£n»&.  on  ftCvt  «et-\'Y<*>ta&  %^       Naw^,  u.  ^m^L  ^  Ga 
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measures  of  common  prudence,  and 
cated  an  intention  to  abandon  the 
he  sending  the  wagons  of  an  army 
n  a  day  of  battle  proves  a  foregone 
n  to  abandon  the  field, 
oeral  Bragg  was  at  Atlanta,  about 
>f  July,  we  had  no  other  conversa- 
ing  the  army  there,  than  such  as 
He  asked  me  questions  regard- 
rations  past  or  future— made  no 
ipon  them,  nor  any  suggestions, 
the  slightest  reason  to  suppose  that 
Id  not  be  defended.  He  told  me 
ct  of  his  journev  was  to  confer  with 
feneral  Lee,  and  communicate  with 
£.  Smith,  in  relation  to  reinforce- 
>.  He  talkod  much  more  of  affairs 
than  Georgia,  asserting,  what  I 
at  Sherman's  army  outnumbered 
impressed  me  with  the  belief  that 
me  were  unofficial, 
port  by  General  Hood  as  Lieuten- 
accompanies  this, 
spoctfullv, 

'our  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  Johnston, 

General. 


Doc.  59. 
ITAIR  AT  PEINCETON,  VA. 

G  A  DEER-GENERAL  HUMPHREY  MARSHALL. 

Camp  ksab  JarnuoxYiuic,  Vjl,  1 
May  22, 1802.  J 

ommanding,  <fcc,  Richmond: 
In  my  last  h-tti?r  I  advised  you  that 
le  return  of  Brigadier-GeneraTFIeth 
?e  to  Dublin  depot  rendered  it  un- 
r  mo  to  proceed  in  that  direction, 
red  to  suggest  to  that  officer  that  a 
ment,  by  me,  cutting  the  line  of  the 
munication  at  Princeton,  might  as- 
terially  in  clearing  the  country  of 
vhich  was  endeavoring  to  penetrate 
>ad.  General  Heth  approving  the 
ii  my  whole  force  at  once,  via  Salt- 
s  this  place,  arriving  here  on  the 
I  took  the  responsibility  of  order- 
rid  some  skeleton  companies,  just 
d  intended  to  form  part  of  a  now 
thorized  by  an  order  of  the  Secre- 
*,  of  ninth  ^Lpril,  issued  to  Major 
brmerly  General  Floyd's  Aide-de- 
corps,  composed  of  seven  com- 
lled.  did  not  number  more  than  four 
l,  and  none  of  them  were  trained  at 
ivy  order,  they  elected  a  lieutenant- 
he  time,  only  to  lead  them  on  this 
I  also  took  the  responsibility  of 
ieir  hands  the  old  muskets  turned 
I  Dimmock  by  Colonel  Trigg,  which 
bingdon.  I  left  Abingdon  with  a 
led  of  the  54th  Virginia,  six  hundred 
h  Virginia,  four  hundred  and  twenty 


men  (four  companies,  wholly  recruits,  three 
raised  by  me  this  spring,  and  one  by  Lieutenant 
March) ;  the  5th  Kentucky,  five  hundred  men  ; 
Dunn's  battalion  of  recruits,  four  hundred  men  ; 
Bradley's  Mounted  Kentucky  Rifles,  about  two 
hundred  and  seventy-five  men — making  an  aggre- 

fate  of  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
ve  men,  to  which,  add  JcfFree's  battery  of  six 
pieces,  manned  by  recruits  almost  entirely. 

General  Heth  desired  a  delay  of  a  day  or  two 
to  reorganize  the  companies,  in  Floyd's  brigade, 
which  were  under  his  command.  Having  de- 
spatched couriers  to  Colonel  Wharton,  directing 
him  to  meet  me  in  Princeton,  on  the  night  of 
the  sixteenth,  by  advanciug  from  Rocky  Gap  ; 
and,- having  informed  General  Heth  (who  was 
in  position  at  the  mouth  of  Wolf  creek),  that  he 
should  attack  the  enemy  at  the  mouth  of  East 
river,  on  the  morning  of  the  seventeenth,  I  put 
my  column  in  motion  on  the  fifteenth,  and 
reached  Princeton  on  the  night  of  the  sixteenth. 
My  advance  was  unexpected  by  Brigadier- 
General  Cox,  who  had  his  headquarters  and 
body-guard  at  Princeton  at  the  time,  with  a 
force  variously  estimated  at  from  five  hundred 
to  twelve  hundred  men — the  former  probably 
nearer  the  truth  than  the  latter.  The  pickets  of 
the  enemy  were  encountered  by  my  advance 
guard  about  four  miles  from  Princeton,  and  a 
skirmish  continued  from  that  place,  through  the 
woodlands  and  brushwood,  to  a  point  something 
over  one  mile  from  the  Court  House.  This 
skirmish  was  conducted  by  the  Fifth  Kentucky, 
from  which  I  lost  Captain  Leonidas  Elliott,  who 
fell  mortally  wounded  (since  dead)  at  the  head 
of  his  company,  while  bravely  beating  the  ene- 
my back.  In  this  skirmish  the  enemy  lost  some 
sixteen  or  twenty,  who  were  left  on  the  field. 
We  had  only  four  wounded,  including  Captain 
Elliott  None  killed.  I  directed  Colonel  Trigg 
to  move  on  the  right  of  the  Fifth  Kentucky,  and 
take  the  enemy  in  flank,  and  so  to  press  on  to 
Princeton.  Arriving  at  tho  hill  (subsequently 
occupied  by  me),  from  which  the  land  drops 
into  the  level  vale,  in  which  Princeton  stands,  a 
halt  was  ordered  by  Brigadier-General  Williams, 
and  a  line  of  battle  formed,  with  a  view  of 
bringing  up  the  artillery  to  shell  the  town  from 
that  point.  I  thought  it  best  to  take  the  place 
by  small  arms,  ana,  though  daylight  was  now 
nearly  gone,  I  ordered  the  battalions  forward — 
Trigg  leading  to  the  right,  May  next,  Moore's 
and  Bradley's  men  next,  so  as  ti  move  on  the 
place  through  the  meadows  and  by  the  road  we 
tad  traveled.  In  half  an  hour  a  sharp,  hot  fire 
on  the  right,  announced  Colonel  Trigg  in  contact 
with  the  enemy.  Fire,  from  a  regiment,  is  sel- 
dom more  steady  than  this  I  refer  to.  Succeeded 
by  a  general  shout,  and  then  by  absolute  silence, 
which  lasted  at  least  an  hour  and  a  half  before  I 
received  any  message  from  the  troops  in  front, 
really  I  did  not  know  but  that  we  had  met  a 
check,  and  that  regimental  commanders  were 
arranging  for  a  new  assault  As  everything  had 
to  be  left  to  them,  under  such  circumstances,  I 
waited  about      &mta  liom  tow \^  ^ssm£\\^ 


ment  went  in  with  hearty  good  will  and 

Otly.  Major  Bradley  lost  one  of  his  men, 
in,  of  Halkdav's  company.  Trigg  had 
some  six  men  wounded,  one  of  wllom,  private 
Carter,  of  Company  I,  wjas  mortally  wounded. 
So  the  town  of  Princeton  foil  into  my  hands 
about  ten  p.  m.,  on  the  sixteenth  of  May ;  the 
line  of  the  enemy's  communications  with  Ra- 
leigh was  cut,  and  the  headquarters  of  the 
"Kanawa  division"  was  abruptly  stampeded. 
A  mass  of  correspondence  fell  into  my  hands. 
Letters  and  orders,  dated  from  the  tenth  down 
to  the  sixteenth  of  May — fully  disclose  the  in- 
tentions of  the  enemy  and  his  strength.  I  send 
you  several  of  these  for  your  perusal.  I  learned 
from  the  inhabitants  of  Princeton  that  on  the 
morning  of  the  fifteenth,  the  two  regiments, 
about  nine  hundred  men  each,  had  passed 
through  town  toward  East  River,  and  that  two 
regiments  had  been  expected  to  arrive  at  eight 
p.  m.,  from  Raleigh,  the  very  evening  I  came.  I 
had  a  knowledge  that  one  or  more  regiments 
had  passed  on  to  the  mouth  of  East  River  by  the 
road  from  Dunlap,  without  comiug  through 
Princeton.  Combining  the  information  I  had 
from  the  letters  captured  with  the  news  I  re- 
ceived from  the  people  in  Princeton,  I  learned 
that  I  was  in  the  neighborhood  of  at  least  four 
regiments,  of  which  General  Heth  had  no 
knowledge. 

My  own  position  had  suddenly  become  very 
critical  I  had  only  heard  from  Colonel  Whar- 
ton that  he  had  not  passed  East  River  Moun- 
tain on  the  morning  of  the  fifteenth.  He  had 
not  arrived  at  Princeton  on  the  night  of  the  six- 
teenth, as  I  had  directed  and  desired.  I  did 
not  know  the  direction  in  which  General  Cox 
had  retired,  whether  to  East  River  or  Raleigh  ; 
but  whether  in  the  one  or  the  other  direction,  I 
had  no  assurance  but  that  the  morrow  would 


.  i  


he  arrived  the  enemy  had  i 
force  I  could  not  estimate 
vided  with  artillery,  and 
two  full  regiments.  Coloi 
in  the  neighborhood  by  the 
the  Cross-roads,  a  little  al 
enemy  was  at  the  time  tl 
skirmishers,  to  dispute  w 
and  points  overhanging  th< 
from  the  Cross-roads  to  F 
ran  nearly  parallel  to  the  > 
advanced.  I  had  written 
to  press  on,  and  he  would 
flank.  The  Colonel  opened 
of  artillery,  a  little  after  n 
and  the  batteries  in  town  a 
once  opened  upon  each  c 
Colonel  Wharton  soon  cami 
position  and  force.  The  fc 
hundred  men.  My  estimat 
two  thousand  eight  hundre 
half  were  raw  recruits.  A 
my  coming  down  from  tb< 
roads  to  Princeton,  about  tl 
( the  rear  of  Colonel  Whar 
were  attacked  by  it  furic 
lasted  but  a  short  time.  T 
my  8  ranks  was  terrible, 
ports  to  me  two  hundred  ai 
and  wounded  of  the  enenr 
more  than  eighty  bodies 
field.  The  enemy  appears 
asking  to  bury  their  dead, 
wounded.  I  refused,  but 
an  hour,  that  some  officer 
that  the  enemy  were  eneaj 
rected  Brigadier-General 
the  ambulances  of  the  enei 
right  for  the  purpose  of 
wounded  also.   There  was 
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1  the -Barrows  of  New  River, 
d  join  the  night  of  the  seven- 
.  combined,  we  could  fight  on 
ie  whole  force  of  the  enemy, 
I,  could  pursue  his  vanquished 
£h,  burn  his  stores,  ana  press 
i  far  as  we  desired.  This  was 
I  would  not  move  upon  the 
ning  of  the  seventeenth ;  first, 
t  would  then  be  problematical, 
m  would  likely  be  favorably 
nival  of  General  Heth's  corn- 
result  would  then  be  easily 
I  attacked  under  the  circum- 
I  failed,  nothing  could  have 
condemnation  as  a  rash  officer, 
and  lost  all,  when  a  few  more 
re  doubled  his  force.  I  conft- 
it  nightfall  on  the  seventeenth, 
n  superior  force,  would  attack 
g,  or  that  a  junction  with  Gen- 
enable  me  to  attack  his  whole 
.as  apparently  concentrated 
He  was  in  plain  view  under 
agons  deliberately  parked,  his 
King,  and  all  the  appearances 
icate  the  purpose  to  give  bat- 
pere  masked  to  him.  He  could 
its  amount  In  this  fact  was 
Teth  could  come  up.  It  seems 
1  Heth  did  advance  to  the 
it  River,  and  found  the  enemy 
ents  and  camp-equipage,  both 
ich's,  where  he  had  been  forti- 
eral  passed  on  until  he  came 
ive  miles  of  Princeton,  on  the 
seventeenth,  when,  hearing  in 
somebody  that  I  had  been  re- 
•etreating,  he  fell  back  in  the 
\h  of  East  River.  His  courier 
rition  (one  mile  from  the  court- 
e  a.  m.,  on  the  eighteenth,  con- 
he  information  that  General 
i  now  so  required  in  another 
forbid  further  pursuit  of  the 
juest  to  return  Colonel  Whar- 
the  district  of  New  River,  in- 
xeneral  commanding  said  dis- 
had,  during  the  night,  vacated 
;  the  Raleigh  road,  his  rear 
one  River  about  sunrise.  I 
ilion  of  mounted-rifles  to  fol- 
tained  that  on  the  night  of  the 
camped  about  ten  miles  from 
very  strong  position,  having 
lents  with  him  in  retreat,  in  all 
i  thousand  men.  On  the  nine- 
snt  forward  on  his  line  of  re- 
ined that  he  had  passed  the 
lins,  had  burned  some  of  his 
carriages,  and  had  abandoned 
3ns  the  preceding  night  He 
v-five  miles  from  Princeton. 
'  left  to  me  but  to  return  to 
)se  interests  are  under  my 
company  of  mounted  men  at 


Princeton,  with  orders  to  remain  until  General 
Heth  could  relieve  them,  and  with  the  rest  of 
my  command  I  returned  to  this  point  I  left 
seventy-one  of  the  enemy  wound  ea  in  Hospital 
at  Princeton,  too  badly  shot  to  be  moved  at  all. 
His  surgeons  were  left  in  attendance,  and  a 
chaplain  was  permitted  to  be  with  them.  I  re- 
turn a  list  of  twenty-nine  prisoners.  The  men 
themselves  have  been  marched  to  Abingdon, 
where  three  others  from  the  same  army  have 
been  confined,  whose  names  you  have  already. 
My  Quartermaster  has  made  return  of  our  cap- 
tures, among  which  I  may  mention  about  thirty- 
five  miles  of  telegraph  wire,  horses,  mules,  sad- 
dles, pack-saddles,  medical  instruments,  medi- 
cines in  panniers,  tents,  a  few  stores,  eighteen 
head  of  cattle,  a  number  of  wagons,  ana  some 
excellent  muskets  and  rifles*  These  last  have 
been  taken  in  charge  by  my  ordnance  officers, 
and  will  be  issued  to  my  command,  unless 
otherwise  ordered. 

Reviewing  the  whole  movement,  I  have  only 
to  regret  that  Brigadier-General  Heth  did  not 
join  me  on  the  seventeenth,  and  did  not  com- 
municate to  me  his  whereabouts  during  the  day 
or  night  All  was  accomplished  that  I  antici- 
pated from  the  movement,  except  Hit  capture  of 
prisoners.  The  invasion  has  been  signally  re- 
pulsed, and  the  enemy  has  been  demoralized 
and  broken.  The  country  he  threatened  so  im- 
minently has  been  relieved.  It  is  a  triumph  of 
strategy  merely,  without  loss  on  our  part  My 
list  of  casualties  will  only  exhibit  two  killed  on 
the  field,  and  two  seriously  wounded,  who  will 
die  ;  and  some  ten  or  twelve  wounded,  but  not 
dangerously.  The  enemy  has  lost  largely ;  and 
indeed  I  should  not  be  surprised  if,  in  killed 
and  wounded,  his  loss  reaches  four  hundred. 
One  of  his  regiments  scattered  in  the  woods, 
threw  away  guns  and  uniforms,  and  its  mem- 
bers are  daily  picked  up  by  the  country  people. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Marshall, 
Brtgadier-GcnaraJ,  commanding. 

Articles  Captured  from  ike  Enemy. 

•        Camp  xt  TnrjjrT's.  Mar  21,  I860. 

Brigadier-General  Marshall,  commanding,  etc : 
General  :  I  have  to  report  the  following  arti- 
cles captured  from  the  enemy  at  Princeton,  Va., 
on  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  instant,  viz. : 

Twelve  bell  tents,  two  wall  tents  and  flies, 
five  horses,  eighteen  mules,  thirty-five  pack  sad- 
dles, four  wagonB,  a  lot  of  incomplete  harness. 
Respectfully, 

W.  F.  Fisher, 

Major  and  Chief  O^artermarter,  Army  B.  Kentucky. 

List  of  Prisoners  Captured. 

May  16, 17,18,1802. 

Twenly-eighth  Ohio,  Colonel  Moore.— Privates 
Charles  Cross,  Daniel  Chantemp,  Company  G ; 
John  Yagel,  H.  A.  Miller,  Company  H ;  Charles 
Hertwick,  Company  F ;  Christian  Ludwig,  Cor- 
poral John  Keen,  Company  C. 
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0.  P.  Evans,  Company  B ;  Privates  George  W. 
Thompson,  Company  K ;  David  Coleman,  Com* 
pany  C ;  Frank  M.  Curl,  Anthony  Eblehart,  Com- 
pany F ;  Michael  Kelly.  Jacob  Fasuacht,  Com- 
pany I ;  M.  A.  Blakeman,  Company  D. 

Second  Virginia*  Cavalry,  Colonel  Bowles, — 
Private  Robert  Murphy  (Irishman),  Company  K. 

Camp  hear  Jiotksoxyillb,  Va. 

The  above  is  a  list  of  prisoners,  except  one 
woundod  man.  in  hospital,  whose  name  I  have 
not  yet  learned.  They  consist  of  seventeen 
Germans,  one  Irishman,  and  ten  native  Ohioans. 
Some  of  the  Germans  are  not  naturalized.  Be- 
sides these,  there  are  two  citizens  of  Mercer 
county,  not  reported  herein,  taken  up  on  charge 
of  disloyalty. 

Hiram  Hawkins, 

Major  aod  Officer  of  tho  Day. 

General  Marshall. 


Doo.  60. 

CAPTURE  OF  FOBT  DONELSON. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  J.  M.  BMONTON. 

Jagksov,  Mbbibboti,  September  24, 1863. 

General  &  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector-Gen- 
eral, C.&  A.: 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  report 
of  the  action  and  casualties  of  the  brigade  I  com- 
manded at  the  battle  of  Fort  Donetaon,  on  the 
fifteenth  of  February,  1862.  I  have  been  pre- 
vented from  doing  so  sooner  from  the  dis- 
courtesy of  the  Federal  authorities  either  to 
allo  w  me  to  make  it  to  a  superior  officer  in  cap 
tivity  with  me  (but  in  a  different  prison),  or  in 
any  other  wav ;  and  I  now  make  this  report 
to  you  direct,  because  I  do  not  know  the  where- 


received  no  report.  In  oh 
the  brigade  was  formed  in 
crest  of  the  hill  in  the  rear  o 
the  rifle-pits  occupied  by  on 
of  the  brigade  commanded  I 
of  the  Fourteenth  Mississippi 
we  remained  until  five  o'cloc 
were  in  position  behind  the 
of  small  hills  in  front,  and  t 
rifle-pits,  and  encircling  oui 
At  the  hour  above  mention* 
received  orders  to  move  in  1 
enemy  and  attack  them  on 
ordered  to  follow  with  mj 
order  I  obeyed,  but,  owing 
timber,  we  were  compelled 
flank,  and  had  not  moved  m 
dred  yards  when  the  head 
fired  upon.  I  immediately  si 
teuant-£olonel  Wells  to  face 
the  right,  aud  wheel  it  to  1 
might  occupy  a  position  oi 
right  (the  one  General  Pillo* 
by  some  misunderstanding 
being  *  miscarried,  Lieutei 
charged  his  front  forward 
breaking  my  line  at  the  left 
then  ordered  Lieutenant-Cc 
Eighth  Kentucky,  to  file  rig! 
flank,  at  double  time,  whict 
obeyed,  under  a  heavy  fire 
ketry.  Before  they  had  cc 
ment  many  of  his  uoble  mei 
but  they  held  the  positioi 
immediately  I  ordered  Go! 
Seventh  Texas  and  Lieute 
ton,  of  the  First  Missisaipp 
spective  regiments,  at  douo 
beyond  the  Eighth  Kentuci 
those  officers  executed  wit] 
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:ept  up  a  continuous  volloy  of  musketry, 
)wever,  but  little  efFect—-inost  of  the 
ssing  over  us.  I  now  ordered  the  en- 
mand  to  advance  and  occupy  the  crest 
ill,  which  was  executed  with  a  coolness 
hdiness  that  would  have  done  honor 
»rs  of  a  hundred  battles.  That  heroic 
less  than  fifteen  hundred  in  number, 
up  the  hill,  loading  and  firing  as  they 
gaining  inch  by  inch  on  an  enemy  at 
it  times  their  number.  For  one  long 
is  point  was  hotly  contested  by  the 
ind  many  gallant  officers  and  brave  men 
the  faithful  discharge  of  their  duty ; 
whom  was  the  lamented  and  daring 
intrColonel  Glough  of  the  Seventh  Texas, 
■  with  a  number  of  company  officers, 
lames  are  mentioned  in  the  list  of  killed 
inded. 

s  moment  I  was  informed  by  an  Adju- 
t  the  command  was  running  short  of 
ion.  I  immediately  despatched  an  aid, 
Hvan,  to  General  Pillow  for  reinforce- 
nd  at  the  same  time  ordered  Colonel 

move  his  regiment  further  to  the  right 
lit  a  flank  movement  I  discovered  the 
ere  attempting  to  make,  and  theremain- 
y  command  to  charge  the  enemy's  lines, 
lovements  were  executed  with  a  spirit 
srminationt  that  insured  success.  The 
lines  gave  way,  and  the  rattle  of  mus- 
ts drowned  by  the  shouts  of  victory 
e  alone  the  lines  of  men  conscious  of 
ity  and  right  The  enemy,  however, 
Hied  and  formed  in  line  of  battle  a  few 

yards  in  rear  of  their  first  position,  and 
A  /our  pieces  of  artillery  (of  Swartz's 
.  The  line  of  ray  brigade,  in  the  charge 
e  hills  and  in  passing  through  the 
camp,  having  become  somewhat  broken, 
d  the  commandant  to  halt  and  rectify 
ignmont,  which  was  quickly  done ;  and 
ow  informed  by  Captain  Ryan  that  the 
:th  Virginia  regiment  was  on  my  left,  I 
dered  an  advance,  which  was  promptly 
by  all ;  and  soon  the  enemy  was  again 
from  his  position,  and  four  pieces  of 
•  battery  in  our  possession.  Tne  enemy 
id  to  fall  back,  contesting  the  crest  of 
Jl,  until  we  had  driven  mem  over  one 
Lalf  miles,  and  had  possession  of  the 
occupied  by  the  left  of  McClernand's 
.Mace's  division  of  the  Federal  army, 
my  had  disappeared  behind  the  crests 
re  of  hills  about  half  a  mile  in  our  front, 
be  direction  of  their  transports.  At  this 
was  ordered  to'  halt  my  command  and 
iirther  orders.  In  the  meantime  the 
was  furnished  with  ammunition  (chiefly 
1  from  the  slain  of  the  enemy),  the  lines 
,  and  the  command  brought  to  a  rest ; 
i  position  we  remained  for  a  consider- 
e,  until  orders  came  for  us  to  march  in- 
3  rifle-pits,  which  order  was  obeyed 
the  flre  of  a  gun  or  even  a  sight  of  the 
88  he  was  wounded  or  a  prisoner.  I 
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Third  Mississippi  regiment  
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had  not  fully  occupied  my  position  in  the  rifle- 
pits  when  an  order  came  to  me  to  move  at 
double-quick  to  the  right  of  our  line.  The  men 
were  again  ordered  into  line,  and  moved  in  the 
direction  indicated,  but  before  arriving  at  the 
specified  point  another  order  was  received  to 
return.  Thus  ended  the  battle  of  February 
fifteenth,  1862,  so  far  as  the  brigade  I  command- 
ed participated. 

The  number  killed  and  wounded  in  each 
regiment,  as  per  Adjutants1  reports  is  as  fol- 
lows: 


Making  a  total  of  286  killed  and  wounded 
out  of  1494  officers  and  men.  I  respect* 
fully  refer  you  to  documents  for  the  names  of 
the  killed  and  wounded  of  the  different  regi- 
ments. I  cannot  call  especial  attention  to  one. 
of  the  field  officers  under  my  command  without 
doing  injustice  to  others.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Wells,  assisted  by  Captains  Kennedy  and  Wells, 
of  the  Third  Mississippi ;  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Lyon,  assisted  by  Major  Henry  of  the  Eighth 
Kentucky;  Colonel  Gregg,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Clough,  and  Major  Granbury  of  the  Seventh 
Texas ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hamilton  and  Major 
Johnston,  of  the  First  Mississippi,  all  won  for 
themselves  the  conifcience  of  their  commands, 
and  are  entitled  to  the  highest  commendation  of 
their  countrymen.  Captain  R.  B.  Ryan  and 
Sergeant-Map  or  T.  H.  Wilson  acted  as  m 
aids,  and  discharged  their  duty  gallantly, 
would  give  me  much  pleasure  to  mention  the 
names  of  company  oincers  who  distinguished 
themselves  for  efficiency  and  gallantry,  but  their 
conduct  will  be  made  known  by  their  respective 
regimental  commanders. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  M.  SlMONTON, 
Colonel  First  Mlaafaaigpi  regiment)  commanding  brigade 
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YICESBTJRG  AND  BATON  ROUGE. 

REPORT  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  VAN  DORN. 

HsADQUAnna  Drawer  or  m  Mzmrmffi,  > 
Jbenov,  Una.,  September  9,  1862.  J 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  for  the 
information  of  the  War 'Department,  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  defence  of  Vicksburg,  and  of 
operations  in  this  district,  up  to  the  present 
time : 
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REBELLION  RECORD,  1862-66. 


Pursuant  to  orders  I  assumed  command  of 
this  district,  and  of  the  defences  of  Vicksburg, 
on  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  June,  1862. 
Prior  to  my  arrival,  Major-General  Lovell  hav- 
ing resolved  to  defend  the  city,  had  ordered  a 
detail  of  hie  force,  under  the  command  of  Bri- 
gadier-General 11.  L.  Smith,  to  garrison  the 
place  and  construct  works  for  its  defence.  I 
found  the  city  besieged  by  a  powerful  fleet  of 
war  vessels  and  an  army.   The  inhabitants,  in- 

Spired  by  a  noble  patriotism,  had  determined  to 
evote  the  city  to  destruction,  rather  than  see 
it  tali  into  the  hands  of  an  enemy  who  had 
abandoned  many  of  the  rules  of  civilized  war- 
fare. This  voluntary  sacrifice,  on  the  altar  of 
liberty,  inspired  me  with  the  determination  to 
defend  it  to  the  last  extremity.  Orders  to  this 
effect  were  at  once  issued,  to  which  my  army 
responded  with  the  liveliest  enthusiasm.  The 
citizens  retired  to  the  interior,  while  the  troops 
marched  in  and  pitched  their  tents  in  the  val- 
leys and  on  the  hiUs  adjacent,  in  convenient 
position  to  support  batteries  and  strike  assail- 
ants. The  batteries  of  heavy  guns  already 
established  by  the  skill  and  energy  of  General 
Smith,  on  the  crest  of  the  hills  overlooking  the 
river,  were  placed  in  complete  readiness  for 
action.  Other  guns  were  brought  up  from 
Mobile,  from  Richmond,  from  Columbus,  and 
elsewhere,  and  put  in  battery.  Breckinridge's 
division  occupied  the  city.  Smith's  brigade, 
which,  previous  to  my  arrival,  had  furnished 
the  garrison  of  the  place,  manned  the  batteries, 
and  with  details  from  Breckinridge's  division, 
guarded  the  approaches  in  front  and  on  the 
flanks.  Withers  light  artillery  was  placed  in 
such  position  as  to  sweep  all  near  approaches, 
while  Stark's  cavalry  watched,  at  a  distance,  on 
our  flank  on  the  Yazoo,  and  below  Warrenton, 
on  the  Mississippi. 

Prior  to  my  assuming  command,  the  attacking 
force  of  the  enemy  was  confined  to  Porter's 
mortar-fleet  and  Farragut's  gnnboats  (with  their 
attendant  array  in  transports),  which  had  as- 
cended the  river  from  New  Orleans.  For  the 
operations  of  this  force  in  attack,  and  for  the 
successful  and  heroic  resistance  made  by  Gen- 
eral Smith  and  the  troops  under  his  command, 
I  refer  the  Department  to  the  satisfactory  and 
graphic  report  of  that  officer,  herewith  com- 
municated. 

The  evacuation  of  Fort  Pillow  and  the  fall  of 
Memphis  opened  the  new  danger  of  a  combina- 
tion between  the  upper  and  lower  fleets  of  the 
enemy.  This  junction  was  effected  early  in 
July,  and  thus  an  added  force  of  more  than  forty 
gunboats,  mortar-boate,  rams,  and  transports  lay 
in  menace  before  the  city.  On  the  twelfth  of 
July  it  opened  fire,  and  kept  up  a  continuous 
attack  until  the  bombardment  of  the  city  ceased. 
Having  received  authority  from  the  President 
to  use  the  ram  Arkansas,  as  part  of  my  force, 
some  days  prior  to  the  fifteenth  of  July,  I  issued 
an  order  to  Captain  Brown  to  assume  command 
of  her,  and  prepare  her  for  immediate  and  active 
service.   From       letaftl*  wrocra*  I  learned  I 


that  she  was  a  vessel  capable  of  grot  rent  T 
anoe,  aud  armed  with  large  offemve  ym.  c 
Making  the  order  imperative.  1  mmkl  t 
Captain  Brown  to  take  her  through  tjtmH' 
the  Yazoo,  and  after  sinking  the  Stars' fa  \ 
West  in  the  passage  to  go  out  sad  stock  It  \ 
upper  fleet  of  the  enemy  to  the  erar  tf*/  £ 
batteries.   I  left  it  to  his  judgaeat  vie*  {i 
mine  whether  on  reaching  the  city  ks  mi  j 
was  in  condition  to  proceed  down  uexmrsJ 
destroy  the  lower  mortar-fleet  Gutek  flan  r 
properly  substituted  a  vessel  of  uteris*  ts*}  i 
in  place  of  the  Star  of  the  Wen  eateni  a? 
Mississippi,  and  on  the  memorable  souks' 
the  fifteenth  of  July,  innnortahwd  hi  bbjb 
vessel,  himself,  and  the  heroes  radar  Mi  as  * 
mand,  by  an  achievement,  the  meat  kdsi  t 
ever  recorded  in  naval  annala,  Ideepfynps  jj 
that  I  am  unable  to  enrich  my  report  V ■  *  f 
thentic  account  of  the  heroic  action  sf  si 
officers  and  men  of  the  Arkansas.  Gossssn  i 
Lynch  declines  to  furnish  me  with  » repel  i 
the  action,  on  the  ground  that  he  wmid  eat  \ 
out  of  the  scope  of  my  command.  Tstgtae' 
this  deed  of  the  Arkansas  stung  the  pcids 
Federal  navy,  and  led  to  the  most  spead^ai 
unsuccessful  efforts  of  the  combined  smSS 
destroy  her.   I  refer  the  Deptrtaenitoteifr 
companving  report  of  General  Smith  fix  as 
curate  detail  of  those  efforts,  as  also  far  t  » 
nected  and  faithful  relation  of  the  seana 
events  which  make  the  history  of  me  sepal 
defence  of  Vicksburg.   With  the  fatal  »t> 
s troy  or  take  the  Arkansas,  the  siege  of  Tits- 
burg  practically  ended.    The  stock  silk 
batteries  soon  ceased,  and  the  eoea^tam 
and  enraged  by  an  unexpected,  detsranei*B 
penis teut  defence,  vented  his  wrath  is  ism- 
tent  and  barbarian  efforts  to  destroy  the  sa 
On  the  twenty-seventh  of  July  bom  feeteet 
appeared,  foiled  in  a  more  than  two  ease 
struggle  to  reduce  the  place.  The  camriaa* 
our  side,  during  the  entire  siege,  wen  tass> 
two  killed  and  wounded.   Not  a  gan  w»s> 
mounted,  and  but  two  were  temporary  •* 
bled.  The  successful  defence  of  Vws*ba|» 
due  to  the  unflinching  valor  of  the  csaeaws 
who,  unwearied  by  watchfulness  msjataala, 
stood  by  their  guns  unawed  by  the  terrors  4 
fierce  and  continuous  bombardment;  to  i 
sleepless  vigilance  and  undaunted  cjosnss 
the  troops,  who  law,  at  all  hours,  m  doss  s 
porting  distance  of  every  battery,  ready  tat 
back  the  invader  so  soon  as  bia  footsteps  ssj 
touch  the  shore;  to  the  akitful  location  of  i 
tered  batteries,  and  last*  not  least,  to  that  g 
moral  power—a  high  and  patriotio  resohs 
vading  and  swelling  the  hiimsls  of  ess 
nolriinri  and  nthiTms,  famf  rat  sen  ■  post  fmt  ■ 
iM  be  oeptifai  I  refer  the  departs*! 
the  specific  enumeration  of  tfce  names  of  «i 
and  men  who  won  distinction  by  seerias 
service  during  the  siege,  aa  reported  by  Gm 
Smith,  and  I  heartily  indorae  bis  enssssKsdss 
Satisfied  that  the  enemy  disappeared  fan?] 
I  burg,  under  the  mortifying  conviction  th 
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ble  to  his  attack,  I  resolved  to 
before  he  had  time  to  organise 
ew  scheme  of  assault 
teld  Baton  Rouge,  the  capital  of 
y  miles  below  the  mouth  of  Red 
and  force  of  about  three  thousand 
ien,  in  conjunction  with  four  or 
and  some  transports.  It  was  a 
necessity  to  us  that  the  naviga- 
tor should  be  opened  as  high  as 
tapplies,  mnch  needed,  existed 
>  bo  obtained  from  any  other 
rong  military  reasons  demanded 
d  hold  the  Mississippi  at  two 
itate  communications  and  co-op- 
n  my  district  and  the  Trans-Miss- 
ment.  The  capture  of  Baton 
e  forces  of  the  enemy  at  that 
pen  the  Mississippi,  secure  the 
Red  River,  then  in  a  state  of 
also  render  easier  the  recapture 
i.  To  this  end  I  gave  orders  to 
inridge  to  move  upon  Baton 
3rce  of  five  thousand  men,  picked 
i  at  Vicksburg,  and  added  to  his 
rholc  effective  force  of  General 
vt  Camp  Moore,  making  a  total 
usand  men.  To  ensure  the  suc- 
an,  I  ordered  the  Arkansas  to 
.  the  land  forces  by  a  simultane- 
n  the  river.  All  damages  sus- 
IrkanBas  from  the  fleets  of  the 
i  repaired,  and  when  she  left  the 
burg  for  Baton  Rouge,  she  was 
i  formidable,  in  attack  or  defence, 
efied  a  fleet  of  forty  vessels  of 

them  iron-clads.  'With  such 
,  I  deemed  the  taking  of  Baton 
les  traction  or  capture  of  the  ene- 
and  water,  the  reasonable  result 
n.  By  epidemic  disease,  the  land 
jor-General  Breckinridge  was  re- 
an  three  thousand  effective  men, 
3d  of  ten  days  after  he  reached 

The  Arkansas,  after  arriving 
istance  of  Baton  Rouge,  in  ample 
ction  at  the  appointed  hour  of 
7  became  unmanageable,  from  a 
tachinerv  and  engine,  which  all 
ler  engineers  could  not  repair, 
sckinridge,  advised  by  telegram 

her  progress  towards  Baton 
unting  on  her  co-operation,  at- 
emy  with  his  whole  effective 
ced  to  about  two  thousand  five 
(rove  him  from  all  his  positions, 
i  to  seek  protection  under  the 
nnboats.  I  regret  to  state  that 
jneral  Breckinridge,  in  a  distant 
ns,  have  thus  far  prevented  him 
me  a  report  of  his  action ;  but 
ispired  to  enable  me  to  assure 
that  the  battle  of  Baton  Roujre 
alor  of  our  troops,  and  the  skill 
of  their  commander.  His  report 
ed  as  soon  as  it  is  received.  It 


will  be  thus  manifest  to  the  department  that  an 
enterprise,  so  hopeful  in  its  promise,  met  with 
partial  failure,  only  from  causes  which  were  not 
only  beyond  my  control,  but  out  of  the  reach  of 
ordinary  foresight  I  could  not  anticipate  the 
sudden  illness  of  three  thousand  picked  men, 
and  the  failure  of  the  Arkansas  at  the  critical 
hour  appointed  to  her  for  added  honors,  was  a 
joyful  surprise  to  the  startled  fleet  of  the  enemy, 
and  a  wonder  to  all  who  had  witnessed  her 
glory  at  Vicksburg.  Advised  of  the  result  of 
the  expedition,  1  immediately  ordered  the  occu- 
pation of  Port  Hudson,  a  point  selected  for  its 
eligibility  of  defence,  and  for  its  capacity  for 
offensive  annoyance  of  the  enemy,  established 
batteries,  manned  them  with  experienced  gun- 
ners, and  guarded  them  by  an  adequate  sup- 
porting force,  holding  Baton  Rouge,  in  the 
meanwhile,  in  menace.  The  effect  of  these 
operations  was  the  evacuation  of  Baton  Rougo 
by  the  enemy,  and  his  disappearance  from  the 
Mississippi  between  the  capital  of  Louisiana  and 
Vicksburg.  The  results  sought  by  the  move- 
ments against  Baton  Rouge  have  been,  to  a 
great  extent,  attained.  We  hold  two  points  on 
the  Mississippi — more  than  two  hundred  miles 
— unmolested  by  the  enemy,  and  closed  to  him. 
The  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  River  from 
the  month  of  Red  River  to  Vicksburg  was  at 
once  opened,  and  still  remains  open  to  our  com- 
merce, giving  us  also  the  important  advantage 
of  water  connection,  by  Red  River,  of  the  east 
with  the  west  Indispensable  supplies  have 
been,  and  continue  to  be,  drawn  from  this 
source.  The  desired  facilities  for  communica- 
tion and  co-operation  between  this  district  and 
the  Trans-Mississippi  Department  have  been 
established.  The  recapture  of  New  OrleanB  has 
been  made  easier  to  our  army. 

I  think  it  due  to  the  truth  of  history  to  cor- 
rect the  error,  industriously  spread  by  the  official 
reports  of  the  enemy,  touching  the  destruction 
of  the  Arkansas.  She  was  no  trophy  won  by 
the  Essex,  nor  did  she  receive  injury  at  Baton 
Rouge  from  the  hands  of  any  of  her  adversaries. 
Lieutenant  Stevens,  her  gallant  commander, 
finding  her  unmanageable,  moored  her  to  the 
shore.  On  the  cautions  approach  of  the  enemy, 
who  kept  at  a  respectful  distance,  he  landed  his 
crew,  cut  her  from  her  moorings,  fired  her  with 
his  own  hands,  and  turned  her  adrift  down  the 
river.  With  every  gun  shotted,  our  flag  floated 
from  her  bow,  and  not  a  man  on  board,  the 
Arkansas  bore  down  upon  the  enemy,  and 

Srve  him  battle.  Her  guns  were  discharged  as 
e  flames  reached  them,  and  when  her  last  shot 
was  fired  the  explosion  of  her  magazine  ended 
the  brief  but  glorious  career  of  the  Arkansas. 
"It  was  beautiful"  said  Lieutenant  Stevens, 
while  the  tears  stood  in  his  eyes,  "  to  see  her, 
when  abandoned  by  commander  and  crew,  and 
dedicated  to  sacrifice,  fighting  the  battle  on  her 
own  hook."  I  trust  that  the  official  report  of 
Commodore  Lynch  will  do  justice  to  the  cour- 
age, constancy,  and  resolution  of  the  officers  and 
men  who  were  the  last  crew  of  the  Arkansas. 
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I  deem  it  eminently  proper  to  say  to  the  de- 
partment, that  neither  the  spirit  which  resolved 
to  dispute  at  Vicksburg  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Mississippi  River,  nor  the  energy  which  suc- 
cessfully executed  that  resolution,  was  local  in 
its  character,  nor  was  it  a  spirit  bounded  by 
State  lines,  or  circumscribed  by  State  pride.  It 
was  a  broad,  catholic  spirit,  wide  as  our  coun- 
try, and  unlimited  as  the  independence  we  strug- 
gle to  establish.  The  power  which  baffled  the 
enemy  resided  in  the  breasts  of  the  soldiers  of 
seven  States,  marshaled  behind  the  ramparts  of 
Vicksburg.  Mississippians  were  there,  but 
there  too,  also,  were  the  men  of  Kentucky,  of 
Tennessee,  of  Alabama,  of  Arkansas,  of  Louisiana, 
and  of  Missouri,  as  ready  to  defend  the  empo- 
rium of  Mississippi  as  to  strike  down  the  foe 
at  their  own  hearthstones.  I  incorporate  with 
my  report  a  schedule  of  the  forces  under  my 
command  at  Vicksburg,  as  a  proper  contribution 
to  the  archives  of  the  Confederacy. 

General  Helm, — Fourth  Kentucky  volunteers, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Hynes ;  Fifth  Kentucky  vol- 
unteers, Colonel  Hunt*;  Thirty-first  Alabama  vol- 
unteers, Colonel  Edwards ;  Fourth  Alabama  bat- 
talion, LieutenantrColonel  Snodgrass;  Thirty- 
fifth  Mississippi  volunteers,  Colonel  Orr ;  Hud- 
son battery. 

General  J.  8.  Bowen. — First  Missouri  volun- 
teers, Lieutenant-Colonel  Riley;  Tenth  Arkan- 
sas volunteers ;  Ninth  Arkansas  volunteers,  Col- 
onel Dunlop ;  Sixth  Mississippi  volunteers,  Col- 
onel Lowry;  Second  Confederate  battalion; 
Watson's  battery,  Captain  Bursley. 

General  Preston, — Third  Kentucky  volun- 
teers, Colonel  Thompson ;  Sixth  Kentucky  vol- 
unteers, Colonel  Lewis ;  Seventh  Kentucky  vol- 
unteers, Colonel  Crossland ;  Thirty-fifth  Alabama 
volunteers,  Colonel  Robertson ;  Cobb's  battery, 
Lieutenant  Gracy. 

Colonel  W.  &  Statham,— Fifteenth  Missis- 
sippi volunteers.  Lieutenant€olonel  Farrell; 
Twenty-second  Mississippi  volunteers,  Captain 
Hughes;  Nineteenth  Tennessee  volunteers, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Moore;  Twentieth  Tennes- 
see volunteers,  Colonel  Smith;  Twenty-eighth 
Tennessee  volunteers,  Colonel  Brown;  Forty- 
fifth  Tennessee  volunteers,  Colonel  Searoey; 
McClung's  battery,  Captain  McClung. 

General  M.  L.  Smith, — Company  of  sappers 
and  miners.  Captain  Winters ;  Twenty-sixth  Lou- 
isiana volunteers,  Colonel  DeClouett ;  Twenty- 
fifth  Louisiana  volunteers,  Colonel  Thomas; 
Sixth  Mississippi  battalion,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Balfour ;  Twenty-seventh  Louisiana  volunteers, 
Colonel  Marks;  Third  Mississippi  volunteers, 
Colonel  Mellon;  Seventeenth  Louisiana  volun- 
teers, Colonel  Richardson;  Fourth  Louisiana 
volunteers.  Colonel  Allan ;  Company  I,  Thirty- 
seventh  Mississippi  volunteers,  Captain  Randall ; 
First  Mississippi  Light  artillery,  Colonel  With- 
ers ;  regiment  heavy  aatflery,  Colonel  Jackson ; 
Eighth  Louisiana  battalion,  Pinckney ;  First 
Louisiana  battalion,  Major  Clinch;  Twenty- 
eighth  Mississippi  cavalry, Colonel  Stark;  bat- 


talion Zouaves,  Major  Dupiere ;  cav&ii 
Lieutenant  Bradley. 

To  the  members  of  my  staff,  Maion 
and  Stith,  Assistant  Adjutant  Geat 
Majors  Joseph  D.  Balfour  and  A.  M. 
Inspectors ;  to  Surgeon  Choppin,  Medic 
tor;  to  Surgeon  Ryan,  Medical  Imp* 
Lieutenants  Sullivan  and  Shoemaker,  a 
to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lomax,  Assistant 1 
and  Inspector-General ;  to  Lieutenant-C 
P.  Mayor,  Acting  Engineer ;  to  Capiat 
Cross,  Captain  Thyssing,  Engineers;  to 
Fred.  Tate,  and  to .  Majors  Uriel  Wri 
Welchler,  volunteer  Aides,  I  return  nr 
for  the  ready  and  efficient  services  rea 
them  in  their  respective  department*. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
Earl  Vas  Dot 

IbJ* 

Since  this  report  was  written  I  have  i 
the  report  of  Major-General  Breckmr! 
his  operations  at  Baton  Rouge  and  Pc 
son,  herewith  forwarded.  It  gives  me  | 
to  commend  to  the  special  notice  of 
partment  the  names  of  all  who  won  da 
in  the  service. 

Earl  Vas  Dow 


MAJOR-GENERAL  BRECKINRIDGE'S  KIRS 

HBADQQAvm  BncsmoMrt  bn 
September  30,  UH 

Major  M.  M  Kimmel,  Auuku*  At 
General: 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  op 
of  a  portion  of  my  division,  recentlj  c 
from  Vicksburg  to  Camp  Moore  aid 
Rouge,  Louisiana,  by  Major  General  Tib 

I  left  Vicksburg  on  the  twenty-seven^ 
with  somewhat  less  than  four  tbouss 
and  arrived  at  Gamp  Moore  the  erais, 
twenty-eighth.  The  Major-General  o 
ing  the  district  having  received  is! 
that  the  enemy  was  threatening  Camp 
force,  the  movement  waa  made  sow 
rapidly  by  railroad,  and  having  bat 
nothing  could  be  tranaported  except  i 
with  tneir  arms  and  """"'n'tKf. 
General  Charles  Clark,  who  had  rctj 
dutv  a  few  days  before  our  depai 
Vicksburg,  promptly  and  kindly  on 
accompany  the  expedition.  Brucadi 
Haggles  waa  already  at  Gamp  Moa 
mana  of  a  small  force,  with  which  hi 
the  enemy  in  check.  The  troopa  i 
diately  organised  in  two  divisions,  Gt 
taking  oommand  of  the  First,  and  & 
gles  of  the  Second  division.  The  I 
advance  of  die  enemy  in  fores  i 
Moore  proved  to  be  nnfonnded.  0 
tieth  of  Julv,  in  obedience  to  s  dssp 
twenty-ninth,  from  the  Msjor-Genen 
ing  the  district,  the  troops  were  p«i 
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iton  Rouge.  During  the  march  I  received 
lation  that  the  effective  force  of  the  enemy 
>t  less  than  five  thousand  ineu,  and  that 
3und  was  commanded  by  three  gunboats 
Ei  the  river.  My  own  troops  having  suf- 
aeverely  from  the  effects  of  exposure  at 
»urg,  from  heavy  rains,  without*  shelter, 
>m  the  extreme  heat,  did  not  now  number 
than  thirty-four  hundred  men.  Under 
circumstances,  I  determined  not  to  make 
ack  unless  we  could  be  relieved  from  the 

the  fleet  Accordingly  I  telegraphed  to 
[ajor-Geueral  commanding  the  condition 
umber  of  the  troops,  and  the  reported 
th  of  the  enemy,  but  said  I  would  uudor- 
jo  capture  the  garrison,  if  the  Arkansas 
be  sent  down  to  clear  the  river,  or  divert 
e  of  the  gunboats.  He  promptly  answered 
he  Arkansas  would  be  ready  to  co-operate 
yhght  on  Tuesday,  the  fifth  of  August 
e  afternoon  of  Monday,  the  fourth,  the 
md  having  reached  the  Gomite  river, 
leg  from  Baton  Rouge,  and  learning  by  an 
a  messenger  that  the  Arkansas  had  passed 

Sara  in  time  to  arrive  at  the  proper 
it,  preparations  were  made  to  advance 
tght  The  sickness  had  been  appalling. 
> ruing  report  of  the  fourth  showing  but 
:liousand  effectives,  and  deducting  those 
kick  during  the  day,  and  the  number  that 
t,  from  weakness  on  the  night  march,  I 
t  carry  into  the  action  more  than  tweuty- 
Tidred  men.  This  estimate  does  not  in- 
come two  hundred  partisan  rangers,  who 
ttformed  efficient  service  in  picketing  the 
nt  roads,  but  who,  from  the  nature  of  the 
if  took  no  part  in  the  action ;  nor  about 
me  number  of  militia,  hastily  collected  by 
>1  Hardee  in  the  neighborhood  of  Clinton, 
though  making  every  effort,  could  not 

in  time  to  participate.  The  command 
be  Gomite  at  eleven  o'clock  r.  m.,  and 
id  the  vicinity  of  Baton  Rouge  a  little  bc- 
laybreak  on  the  morning  of  the  fifth, 
hours  before  the  main  body  moved,  a 
brce  of  infantry,  with  a  section  of  Semmes' 
v,  under  Lieutenant  Fauntleroy,  the  whole 
uided  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Shields,  of 
lirtieth  Louisiana,  was  sent  by  a  circuit- 
ute  to  the  road  leading  from  Clinton  to 
Rouge,  with  orders  to  drive  in  any  pickets 
:  enemy,  and  attack  his  left  as  soon  as  the 

should  begin  in  front  This  service  was 
performed,  but  for  details  reference  is 
to  the  report  of  Brigadier-General  Rug- 
from  whose  command  the  force  was  de- 
L  While  waiting  for  daylight  to  make 
tack,  an  accident  occurred  which  deprived 
several  excellent  officers  and  enlisted  men, 
two  pieces  of  artillery.  The  partisan 
rs  were  placed  in  rear  of  the  artillery  and 
ry,  yet  during  the  darkness  a  few  of  them 
I  through,  and  riding  forward  encountered 
emy,  causing  exchange  of  shots  between 
icketa.  Galloping  back,  they  produced 
confusion,  which  led  to  rapid  firing  for  a 


few  moments,  during  which  Brigadier-General 
Helm,  was  dangerously  injured  by  tht  fall  of 
his  horse,  Lieutenant  Todd,  his  aide-de-camp, 
killed,  Captain  Roberts,  of  the  Fourth  Kentucky, 
severely  wounded,  several  enlisted  men  killed 
and  wounded,  and  twu  of  Captain  Cobb's  three 
guns  rendered  for  the  time  wholly  useless. 
After  General  Helm  was  disabled,  Colonel 
Thomas  H.  Hunt  assumed  command  of  his  bri- 
gade. Order  was  soon  restored,  and  the  force 
placed  in  position  on  the  right  and  left  of  the 
Green  well  Springs'  road.  I  was  obliged  to  con- 
tent myself  with  a  single  line  of  battle,  and  a 
Bniall  regiment  of  infautry,  with  one  piece  of 
artillery  to  each  division  as  a  reserve.  The 
enemy  (expecting  the  attack)  was  drawn  up  in 
two  lines,  or  rather  in  one  line,  with  strong 
reserves  distributed  at  intervals.  At  the  mo- 
ment there  was  light  enough,  our  troops  moved 
rapidly  forward.  General  Ruggles,  command- 
ing the  loft,  brought  on  the  engagement  with 
four  pieces  of  Semmes'  battery,  the  Fourth  and 
Thirtieth  Louisiana,  and  Boyd's  Louisiana  bat- 
talion, under  command  of  Colonel  Allen,  of  the 
Fourth  Louisiana,  and  the  Third,  Sixth,  and 
Seventh  Kentucky,  and  the  Thirty-fifth  Ala- 
bama, under  command  of  Colonel  Thompson,  of 
the  Third  Kentucky.  These  troops  moved  for- 
ward with. great  impetuosity %  driving  the  enemy 
before  them,  while  their  ringing  cheers  inspired 
all  our  little  command. 

The  Louisiana  troops  charged  a  battery  and 
captured  two  pieces.  At  this  point  Colonel 
Allen,  commanding  the  brigade,  while  pressing 
forward  with  the  colors  in  his  hand,  had  both 
legs  shattered,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Boyd 
received  a  severe  wound.  This  produced  con- 
fusion, and  the  enemy  at  the  same  moment 
throwing  forward  a  strong  reinforcement,  the 
brigade  was  forced  back  in  some  disorder.  It 
was  rallied  by  the  efforts  of  Colonel  Breaux, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Hunter,  and  other  officers, 
and  although  it  did  not  further  participate  in 
the  assault,  it  maintained  its  position  under  a 
fire  from  the  gunboats  and  land  batteries  of  the 
enemy.  During  this  time,  Thompson's  brigade, 
which  composed  the  right  of  Ruggles'  division, 
was  behaving  with  great  gallantry,  often  driv- 
ing back  superior  forces,  and  towards  the  close 
of  the  action  took  part  in  the  final  struggle 
from  a  position  immediately  on  the  left  of  the 
First  division.  Colonel  Thompson,being  severely 
wounded  in  a  charge,  the  command  devolved 
on  Colonel  Robertson,  of  the  Thirty-fifth  Ala- 
bama, whose  conduct  fully  justified  the  confi- 
dence of  his  troops.  The  Louisiana  battery, 
Captain  Semmes,was  admirably  handled  through- 
out The  First  division,  under  General  Clark, 
being  the  Second  brigade,  composed  of  the 
Fourth  and  fifth  Kentucky,  Thirty-first  Missis- 
sippi. Thirty-first  and  Fourth  Alabama,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Hunt,  of  the  Fifth  Kentucky, 
and  the  Fourth  brigade,  composed  of  the  Fif- 
teenth and  Twenty-second  Mississippi,  and  the 
Nineteenth,  Twentieth,  Twenty-eighth,  and 
Forty-fifth  Tennessee,  consolidated  into  one 
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battalion,  commanded  by  Colonel  Smith,  of  the 
Twentieth  Tennessee,  together  with  the  Hudson 
battery,  and  one  piece  of  Cobb's  battery,  ad- 
vanced to  the  right  of  the  Greenwell  Springs 
road.  On  the  right,  as  on  the  left,  the  enemy 
was  constantly  pressed  back,  until  after  several 
hours  of  fighting  he  was  driven  to  his  last  en- 
campment in  a  large  grove  just  in  rear  of  the 
penitentiary.  Here  the  contest  was  hot  and 
obstinate,  and  it  was  here  the  First  division 
suffered  the  greatest  loss.  Colonel  Hunt  was 
shot  down,  and  upon  the  fall  of  that  excellent 
officer,  at  the  suggestion  of  General  Clark,  and 
with  the  consent  of  the  officers  concerned,  I 
placed  Captain  John  A.  Buckner,  Assistant 
Adjutant-General  on  my  staff,  in  command  of 
the  Second  brigade.  In  the  management  of  his 
command  he  displayed  so  high  a  degree  of  skill 
and  courage  that  I  commend  him  especially  to 
the  notice  of  the  government  General  dark 
pressed  the  attack  at  this  point  with  great 
vigor,  until  he  received  a  wound,  which  was 
supposed  to  be  mortal,  when,  through  some 
misapprehension,  the  Second  brigade  began  to 
fall  back  down  the  slope,  but  without  confusion. 
Captain  Buckner  learning,  upon  inquiry  from 
me,  that  I  did  not  desire  a  retrograde  movement, 
immediately,  aided  by  Major  Wickliffe,  of  the 
Fifth  Kentucky  regiment  (LieutenainVColonel 
Caldwell,  who  was  injured  oy  the  accident  of 
preceding  night,  having  been  obliged  to  retire), 
and  othur  regimental  officers  faced  the  brigade 
about  and  renewed  the  attack.  At  the  same 
time  Colonel  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  bri- 
bade,  composed  of  the  consolidated  Tennessee 
regiments,  and  the  Twenty-second  Mississippi, 
Captain  Hughes,  was  ordered  forward,  and 
moved  against  the  enemy  in  fine  style.  In  a 
few  moments  Captain  Hughes  received  a  mortal 
wound  at  the  head  of  his  regiment  Observing 
some  troops  on  the  left  partially  sheltered  by  a 
shallow  cut  in  the  road,  who  proved  to  be  the 
remnant  of  Thompson's  brigade,  and  out  of 
ammunition,  I  ordered  them  to  advance  to  the 
support  of  the  First  division  with  the  bayonet 
The  order  was  promptly  obeyed,  and  in  execut- 
ing it,  I  happened  to  observe,  as  distinguished 
for  alacrity,  Colonel  Crossland,  of  the  Seventh 
Kentucky,  LieutenantColonel  Goodwin,  of  the 
Thirty-fifth  Alabama,  and  Lieutenant  Terry,  of 
the  Eighth  Kentucky,  on  duty  with  sharp- 
shooters. At  this  critical  point,  Major  Brown, 
chief  commissary,  and  Captain  Richards,  one  of 
my  aids,  were  conspicuous  in  urging  on  the 
troops.  In  this  assault  we  suffered  consider- 
ably from  the  fire  of  the  fleet  until  the  opposing 
lines  approached  each  other  so  closely  that  a 
regard  for  their  own  friends  obliged  them  to 
suspend.  The  contest  at  and  around  this  last  en- 
campment was  bloody,  but  at  the  end  of  it  the 
enemy  were  completely  routed,  some  of  our 
men  pursuing  them  and  firing  at  them  for  some 
distance  down  the  street,  running  in  front  of  the 
arsenal  and  barracks.  They  did  not  reappear 
during  the  day.  It  was  now  ten  o'clock.  We 
had  listened  in  vain  lot       ^oxta  eft  tta  Ar- 


kansas. I  saw  around  me  not  men  &■  m  ; 
thousand  exhausted  men.  who  had  tains;  < 
to  procure  water  since  we  left  the  Cento  mt 
The  enemy  had  several  batteries  otsaan; 
the  approaches  to  the  arsenal  and  knn, 
and  the  gunboats  had  alreadv  reopeied  ssi 
with  a  direct  fire.  Under  these  rrrrnmni 
although  the  troops  showed  the  ntnwsnnt 
ence  to  danger  and  death,  and  were  pb» 
luctant  to  retire,  I  did  not  deem  it  print 
pursue  the  victory  further.  Hiring  mm 
any  transportation,  I  ordered  all  (he  caps' 
stores  of  the  enemy  to  be  deftnplsJ 
directing  Captain  Buckner  to  placeman 
of  Semmes*  battery,  supported  by  fte  3ral 
Kentucky,  in  a  certain  position  on  fa  14 
withdrew  the  rest  of  the  troops  ibrcrtoan 
to  "  Ward's  Creek,"  with  the  hope  of  .itanj 
water,  but  finding  none  there  fit  for  mi 
beast,  I  moved  the  command  back  to  tteH 
of  battle,  and  procured  a  very  imperfect  in) 
from  some  cisterns  in  the  suburbs  of  the  to 
Tli is  position  we  occupied  for  the  rats' a 
day. 

The  citizens  of  the  surrounding  nd  is) 
settled  countrv  exhibited  the  warae*  pnft 
ism,  and  with  their  assistance,  coirrww 
enough  were  procured  to  carrr  off  i  m 
wounded  who  could  bear  removal,  in. 
armed  with  shot  guns  and  other  *Nf*ftW 
been  able  to  reach  the  field  in  tinetoiai 
the  attack.   Having  neither  picks  wratn 
we  were  unable  to  dig  graves  fortnbnH 
the  dead.  I  still  hoped  for  the 
the  Arkansas,  and,  in  that  event,  inwHi 
renew  the  attack.   But  late  in  the  lAmal 
learned  by  express  that  before  dirigk" 
within  five  miles  of  Baton  Rouge, her  ansr, 
had  become  disabled,  and  she  byhdpka*  ' 
the  right  bank  of  the  river.  Upon  recei^n 
intelligence,!  returned  with  my  connanj 
Comite  river,  leaving  a  force  of  observifti* 
the  suburbs  of  the  town.   The  Hudson  1*4 
Lieutenant  8weeny,  and  Cobb's  one  ncfti 
charge  of  Sergeant  Hawk  Peak, phyed  tor* 
welL   I  am  unable  to  give  the  exact  fa* 
the  enemy,  but  by  comparing  sfl  my  nfen 
tion  with  the  number  and  sne  of  their  m 
and  the  extent  and  weight  of  their  fire. In 
think  they  brought  into  action  less  than  f 
five  hundred  men.    We  had  eleven  pin 
field  artillery.  They  brought  to  bear  on  1 
less  than  eighteen  pieces,  exclusive  of  the 
of  the  fleet  In  one  respect  the  cents 
tween  the  opposing  forces  wis  very  nr 
The  enemy  were  well  clothed,  tod"  tati 
campments  showed  the  presence'  of  eveij 
fort  and  even  luxury.  Our  men  had  titdt 
portation,  indifferent  food,  sad  so  shelter, 
of  them  had  no  coats,  and  hundreds  c4 
were  without  either  shoes  or  socks;  ] 
troops  ever  behaved  with  greater  gains 
even  reckless  audacity,    what  em  sat 
difference,  unless  it  be  the  tsbsntt  « 
inspired  by  s  just  cause  T   Hie  wound  < 
gadier-General  Charles  dark  sens;  tl 
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on  the  Mississippi,  below  the  mouth  of  Red 
River,  I  occupied  Port  Hudson  with  a  portion 
of  the  troops  under  the  command  of  Brigadier- 
General  Ruggles.  The  next  day  I  received 
orders  to  remove  all  the  troops  to  that  point 
Brigadier-General  Bo  wen,  who  had  just  arrived, 
was  left  with  his  command  on  the  Comite  River, 
to  observe  Baton  Rouge  from  that  quarter,  to 
protect  our  hospitals,  and  to  cover  the  line  of 
communication  between  Clinton  and  Gamp 
Moore.  I  directed  General  Ruggles  to  select 
eligible  positions  at  Fort  Hudson  for  heavy 
batteries,  and  ordered  Captain  Nocquet,  Chief 
Engineer,  to  report  to  him  temporarily  for  this 
duty.  Upon  my  arrival  there,  I  found  that 
rapid  progress  had  been  made,  and  some  of  the 
works  under  charge  of  Captain  Nocquet,  were 
ready  to  receive  the  guns,  which  the  Major- 
General  commanding  wrote  me  were  on  the 
way.  Port  Hudson  is  one  of  the  strongest 
points  on  the  Mississippi,  which  Baton  Rouge 
is  not,  and  batteries  tnere  will 'command  the 
river  more  completely  than  at  Vicksburg.  On 
the  nineteenth  day  of  August,  in  obedience  to 
orders  from  the  headquarters  of  the  depart- 
ment, I  moved  from  Port  Hudson  for  Jackson, 
Mississippi,  with  a  portion  of  the  force,  leaving 
Brigadier-General  Ruggles  in  command  with 
— —  troops.  In'  concluding  this  report,  I 
have  to  express  my  obligations  for  the  prompt 
and. cordial  support  which  I  received  at  all 
times  from  the  Major-General  commanding  the 
department 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
John  C.  Bbeckixridgi, 

M^jor-General. 

I  omitted  to  mention  that  the  Fifteenth  Mis- 
sissippi, Major  Binford,  was  not  brought  into 
action.  This  admirable  regiment,  much  re- 
duced by  long  and  gallant  services,  was  held  as 
a  reserve. 

John  C.  Brbgkinbidgb. 


ind  the  least  motion  causing  great 
d  was  left  on  the  field  at  his  own  re- 
is  aid,  lieutenant  Terger,  remaining 
u  The  next  morning  they  gave  them- 
p  to  the  enemy.  I  cannot  speak  in 
)  strong  of  the  skill,  coolness,  and  cour- 
eneral  Clark.  He  played  the  part  of  a 
oldier.  Brigadier-General  Ruggles  con- 
he  attack  on  the  left  with  uncommon 
and  precision,  and  exhibited  through- 
qualities  of  a  brave  and  experienced 
In  addition  to  the  officers  of  my  staff 
mentioned,  I  desire  to  express  my  se- 
gments of  the  zeal  and  gallantry  of 
f ilsou,  Chief  of  Artillery,  Major  Hope, 
r-General,  whose  horse  was  shot  under 
tain  Nocquet,  Chief  of  Engineers,  Lieu- 
reckinridge,  Aiderde-Cainp,  and  Doctor 
n,  Medical  Director,  assisted  by  Doctor 
ly,  on  temporary  service.  A  number 
unen  from  Louisiana  and  elsewhere, 
efficient  service  as  volunteers,  among 
rere  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pinckney,  Mr. 
and  Captain  Bird,  of  Louisiana,  Lieu- 
>lonel  Brewer,  of  Kentucky,  and  Mr. 

B.  Hamilton,  of  Mississippi.  The 
f  the  army  are  due  to  the  Hon.-  Thomas 
jon,  for  his  attention  to  the  hospitals, 
U  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  Lou- 
or  their  devotion  to  our  sick  and 
I.  Colonel  Pond  and  Major  DeBaum,  in 
1  of  partisan  rangers,  were  efficient 
nd  after  the  battle,  in  observing  and 
r.  the  enemy.  The  inability  of  General 
1  the  failure  of  several  officers  to  make 
may  prevent  full  justice  to  the  conduct 
irst  division.  Any  omission  here,  will, 
ought  to  my  notice,  be  embodied  in  a 
ratal  report  The  report  of  General 
is  very  full,  as  to  all  that  occurred  on 
1  send  herewith  a  list  of  the  officers 
i  specially  mentioned  in  the  division, 
and  regimental  reports,  for  gallant  con- 
th  the  request  that  it  be  published  and 
ee  brought  to  the  favorable  notice  of 
srnment  I  transmit,  also,  the  reports 
ibordinate  commanders,  and  the  returns 
lulled  and  wounded.  It  will  be  seen 
'  casualties  amounted  to  four  hundred 
y-seven.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that 
of  the  enemy  was  much  greater.  We 
I  two  flags  and  a  few  prisoners.  Noth- 
left  by  us  but  one  caisson,  which  was 
injured  as  to  be  wholly  unserviceable, 
the  enemy's  being  brought  off  in  its 
After  the  battle,  the  enemy,  who  had 
jly  been  plundering,  burning  houses, 
er  property,  stealing  negroes,  and  seiz- 
ens  through  a  large  region  of  country, 
sutured  to  send  out  another  marauding 
Our  pickets  continued  to  extend  to  the 
to  vicinity  of  Baton  Rouge,  and  very 
e  enemy  abandoned  the  place,  and  re- 
New  Orleans.  A  few .  days  after  the 
lent,  knowing  the  desire  of  the  Major- 
commanding  to  secure  a  strong  position 
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HatDqcASHU  8Mom>  Dronm,  Fan  Darner,) 
Ajoct  KAsrorrsi  Mbwhhpfj,  y 
Gajcp  BuaannDas,  August  9, 1842.  ) 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Major-General  commanding 
the  forces,  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  my  division  in  the  action  of  the  fifth  instant, 
at  Baton  Rouge : 

The  Second  division  was  composed  of  two 
brigades,  the  First  consisting  of  the  Third  Ken- 
tucky regiment,  Captain  Bowman;  Sixth  Ken- 
tucky, Lieutenant€olonel  Gofer ;  Seventh  Ken- 
tucky, Colonel  Crossland ;  and  Thirty-fifth  Ala- 
bama, Colonel  Robertson.  The  Second  brigade, 
of  the  Fourth  Louisiana  regiment,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Hunter ;  battalion  of  Thirtieth  Louisiana 
regiment  Colonel  J.  H.  Breaux ;  battalion  oi 
Stewart's  Legion,  lieutenant-Colonel  Boyd ;  and 
Confederate  light  battery,  Captain  J.  0.  Semmes 
with  two  companies  mounted  men,  and  some  two 
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hundred  and  fifty  partisan  rangers,  detached  on 
scouting  and  outpost  service. 

On  the  night  of  the  fourth  of  August  this  di- 
vision proceeded  from  Corinth  bridge,  marching 
left  in  front ;  SemmcH'  light  battery  in  the  rear 
of  left  battalion  Fourth  Louisiana  volunteers,  a 
detachment  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Shields;  Thirtieth  1  Louisiana  volunteers,  con- 
sisting of  one  company  from  his  regiment,  com- 
manded by  Captain  Boyle  ;  one  company  parti- 
san rangers,  commanded  by  Captain  Anukcr ;  one 
company  mounted  rangers  and  a  section  of 
Semnies'  batterv,  under  Lieutenant  Fauntleroy, 
had  preceded  the  march  of  the  division,  having 
left  camp  at  four  and  a  half  p.  m..  to  operate  on 
the  Plank  road  leading  from  Baton  Kouge  to 
Clinton,  on  our  extreme  right  The  head  of  the 
division  column,  preceded  by  a  company  of 
mounted  rangers  and  advanced  guard,  reached 
Ward's  Creek  bridge,  on  the  Green  well  Springs 
and  Baton  Rouge  road,  about  three  o'clock  a.  m., 
where  a  temporary  halt  was  called  preparatory 
to  the  formation  of  the  division  line  of  battle. 
During  this  halt,  while  the  advance  was  driving 
in  the  enemy's  pickets,  some  stragglers  from  the 
column  were  mistaken  for  the  enemy's  pickets 
and  fired  on.  The  mistake  being  mutual,  in  the 
darkness,  a  few  shots  were  exchanged,  unfortu- 
nately disabling  General  H*lm  and  Killing  Lieu- 
tenant Todd.  This  necessarily  caused  some 
confusion.  Order,  however,  was  soon  restored, 
and  the  column  marched  to  the  point  whence 
the  deployment  wjis  to  commence.  The  lino 
was  formed  a  little  before  daylight  Colonel 
Thompson  s  brigade  (the  First),  with  the  right 
resting  near  the  Green  well  Spring  road,  Col- 
onel Aliens  brigade  (the  Second)  on  the  left, 
his  left  extending  through  a  wood  and  resting 
on  a  large  field.  Semmes'  battery  (four  pieces) 
in  the  centre,  occupying  the  space  between  the 
two  brigades ;  a  squadron  of  cavalry,  under  com- 
mand of  Captain  Augustus  Scott,  was  ordered 
to  proceed  to  the  extreme  left  of  the  line  to  ob- 
serve and  endeavor  to  prevent  any  attempt  to 
outflank  us  in  that  direction.  At  a  little  after 
daylight,  daring  the  prevalence  of  a  thick  fog,  the 
ord  er  was  si ven  to  advance.  The  line  proceeded 
but  a  few  hundred  yards  before  it  eucountered 
a  brisk  fire  from  the  enemy's  skirmishers, 
strongly  posted  on  our  extreme  right,  in  some 
houses  surrounded  by  trees  and  picket  fences. 
Almost  simultaneously  a  battery  of  the  enemy 
opened  on  our  line  from  the  same  direction. 
Semmes'  battery  was  ordered  forward  to  our  in- 
dicated position,  to  drive  off  the  skirmishers  and 
silence  the  enemy's  battery,  and  the  whole  line 
moved  rapidly  forward  firing  and  cheering.  The 
effect  was  instantaneous.  The  enemy's  skirmish- 
ers fled,  and  his  battery  was  compelled  to  change 
position  and  seek  shelter  under  the  guns  of  the 
arsenal  to  prevent  being  captured,  where  it  re- 
mained, continuing  to  fire  on  our  advancing 
line.  Semmes'  battery  took  position  on  the 
right  of  the  division,  to  keep  up  the  engage- 
ment with  the  battery  of  the  enemy.  Colonel 
Thompson's  brigade  c^ntama&  to  wLtokm,  un- 


der an  occasional  fire,  across  in  -  m  &a 
through  some  corn-fields,  jut  hi**]  ife 
they  encountered  a  heavy  fire  fran  tbe  or 
strongly  posted  in  a  wood.  H«Ritet» 
was  warmly  maintained  on  both  «kkc 
siderable  time,  during  which  the  Firsts 
succeeded  in  entering  a  regiments  odd  or, c 
right   The  enemy  were  finally  drirei  but 
and  through  another  camp  inuDtd&idr 
front   The  enemy  at  this  period  wen  tnp 
reinforced,  and  a  heavy  hat  terra  liriefci 
left  of  the  centre  opened  an  oblique  freak 
brigades.   About  the  same  time  the  <w» 
tempted  to  break  our  centre,  by  pnshiz^ i& 
umn  between  the  two  brigades,  ftant 
ment  being  discovered  Seminei  latterr  fit 
dered  forward  and  opened  on  this  oimi 
short  range,  with  grape  and  curiae  « 
marked  effect,  for  a  few  rapid  ditrlnqeeiB 
tered  the  enemy  and  drove  him  b*i  iim* 
sion.   A  similar  attempt  was  made  on  ihenp 
of  the  division,  which  was  defeated  via  o 
success  by  a  timely  and  well-directed  ith 
the  Thirty-fifth  Alabama  and  Suth  fcanr 
regiments.   The  two  brigades,  which. ta> 
nature  of  the  £ronnd,  had  become  wpsni 
were  ordered,  in  advancing,  tu  pain  gn*ii 
the  right  and  left  respectively,  in  nrJ*  ec- 
ject  the  enemy's  position  in  front  twieftW 
ing  fire.   In  executing  this  movement  ifctfr 
brigade  met  a  portion  of  the  First  diviswfc 
ing  back  in  some  disorder.  CcAvnA  Tiaf  ■ 
halted  and  was  attempting  to  reform  !hrii« 
he  was  informed  by  a  mounted  oflwr  fci 
order  was  for  the  whole  line  to  nil  l*i  - 
obedience  to  this  supposed  order  he  ftl  «■ 
short  distance,  but  soon  reformed  bis  !»*■ 
charged  the  enemy  under  a  galling  fir*  & 
tunately,  while  leadiug  his  men  in  times* 
Colonel  Thompson  fell,  severely  wi*adsLo 
was  borne  from  the  field,  and  atam  lie  * 
time  Colonel  Allen  also  fell,  daiigerotul.'** 
ed,  while  leading,  with  unaurpiaftl  nfe? 
his  brigade  against  a  battery  of  nV  «* 
These  circumstances  prevented  thefariw^ 
ecution  of  this  movement  About  thst»* 
Major-General  commanding  arriving 
part  of  the  field,  directed  the  wuldarp?- 
the  enemy  which  drove  him  in  confowsw^ 
his  last  regimental  encampment  to  nVn*- 
der  the  protection  of  his  gunboaU.  Hj"0^ 
containing  a  large  quantity  of  penow 
erty,  commissary  stores,  and  dotnof.^1'' 
stroyed.   Finding  it  fr uitleas  to  rea» 
under  the  fire  of  the  gunboats,  and  toft  * 
in  the  expected  co-operation  of  the  Aiba** 
exhausted  troops  were  withdrawn  in  , 
to  the  suburbs  of  the  town;  the  SeroAt* 
tucky  regiment  and  a  section  of  Snatt* 
tillery  being  left  on  the  field  to  protect w  * 
lection  of  the  stragglers  and  wnunoVA,** 
was  thoroughly  accomplished.  Colonel  4h 
brigade,  on  the  left,  moved  forward  tta*( 
wood  and  into  some  corn-fields.  They 
countered  the  enemy  in  superior  force- 
tected  by  housea  and  fences.  They  buc«*s 


DOCUMENTS. 


703 


positions,  driving  the  enemy 
itil  within  a  few  hundred  yards 
ere  they  were  subjected  to  a  de- 
rom  the  batteries  before  men- 
jnemy's  gunboats.  They  charged 
on  from  one  of  the  enemy's  bat- 
Vllen  leading  the  advance  with 
e  of  his  battalions  in  his  hand, 
critical  juncture  that,  as  before 
ant  soldier  fell  from  his  horse 
Led,  and  during  the  confusion 
this  misfortune,  the  enemy  suc- 
turing  the  nieces, 
essed  heavdy  upon  this  brigade 

it  'such  a  galling  fire  from  in- 
ery  that  it  fell  back  in  some  dis- 
Breaux,  who  assumed  command 

Colonel  Allen,  succeeded,  with 
rs  of  the  brigade  and  two  offi- 
rvith  the  staff,  who  were  sent  to 
i  rallying  a  sufficient  number  to 
be  enemy  until  Semmes'  battery 
,  as  already  stated,  to  their  sup- 
jedcd,  by  a  well-directed  fire,  in 
enemy's  advance.  This  position 
despite  the  heavy  firing  on  the 
le  enemy's  gunboats  and  land 
lie  troops  were  withdrawn,  with 

army,  to  the  suburbs  of  the 
int-Colonel  Shields  had  been  or- 
y  stated,  to  take  position  on  the 
ng  from  Clinton  to  Baton  Rouge, 

ho  heard  the  fire  of  our  main 
a  battery  of  the  enemy,  said  to 
the  junction  of  the  Clinton  and 
is.  This  service  was  promptly 
rformed.  He  drove  in  the  ene- 
llowed  them  up,  and  opened  fire 
encampment  to  the  right  of  the 
ngs  road,  driving  the  enemy 
s  here  met  by  two  regiments  of 
succeeded  in  holding  them  at 

fired  upon  by  our  own  artil- 
mately  without  injury.  Four 
horses  being  disabled,  and  the 
to  withstand  the  heavy  fire  of 
withdrew  to  his  original  position, 
nded  horses  were  replaced  by 

returned  to  his  advanced  poei- 
leld  till  General  Clark's  division 
left,  when  the  two  companies  of 
by  order  of  the  Major-General 
ttached  to  the  Twenty-second 
iment.  The  section  of  artillery 
(land  retained  its  position  until 
I,  when  it  rejoined  the  battery 
)f  the  town.  In  concluding  this 
>attle,  I  have  the  satisfaction  of 
3  conduct  of  both  officers  and 
it  and  daring,  every  movement 
d  with  characteristic  prompti- 
tfully  commend  the  reports  of 
s  of  brigades,  as  well  as  those 
ittalions,  and  independent  com- 
pecial  consideration  of  the  Com- 


manding General,  and  also  recommend  the  fol- 
lowing officers  and  soldiers,  specially  named  in 
these  reports,  to  favorable  consideration :  First, 
Colonel  A.  P:  Thompson  and  Colonel  H.  W. 
Allen,  brigade  commanders,  both  severely 
wounded.  Fifth  Kentucky,  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain Bowman.  Seventh  Kentucky,  Colonel 
Grassland,  and  his  color-bearer,  James  Rollins. 
Sixth  Kentucky,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cofer ;  Cap- 
tains J.  Smith,  Utterback,  and  Thomas  Page,  and 
First-Lieutenant  H.  Harned.  Thirty-fifth  Ala- 
bama, Colonel  Robertson  and  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Goodwin.  Of  the  second  brigade,  the  Fourth 
Louisiana,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hunter.  In  this 
regiment,  Lieutenant  Oorkern,  Company  B,  Lieu- 
tenant Jetter,  Company  H,  and  Serjeant-Major 
Daniels.  Battalion  of  Stewart's  Legion  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Samuel  Boyd, 
who  was  disabled  by  a  severe  flesh  wound  in 
the  arm.  Captain  Chum  also  was  wounded.  The 
command  devolved  upon  Captain  T.  Bynum, 
who  actecl  with  gallantry.  The*  battalion  Thir- 
tieth regiment  of  Louisiana  volunteers,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  J.  A.  Breaux,  who  speaks  in 
high  terms  of  the  officers  and  men  of  his  regiment, 
especially  Captain  N.  Trepagnier  and  Lieuten- 
ant Dapremont,  both  wounded.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel -Shields,  Thirtieth  Louisiana,  command- 
ing separate,  detachment,  who  speaks  in  high 
terms  of  the  intrepidity  of  Lieutenant  Faunue- 
roy,  commanding  section  of  guns  in  his  detach- 
ment Captain  Semmes,  commanding  battery, 
and  his  officers,  Lieutenant  Barnes  and  J.  A. 
West,  performed  gallant  service.  Captain 
Blount,  Brigade  Inspector  of  Second  brigade, 
rendered  gallant  service  in  the  field,  where  it  is 
believed  he  lias  fallen,  as  nothing  has  been  heard 
of  him  since.  I  also  have  the  gratification  to 
name  the  members  of  my  staff  who  served  with 
me  on  this  occasion,  viz.:  Lieutenant  L.  D. 
Sandidge,  corps  artillery  Confederate  States 
aVmy,  A.  A.  A.  and  Inspector-General ;  Captain 
George  Whitfield,  Chief  Quartermaster ;  Major  E. 
S.  Ruggles,  acting  Ordnance  Officer,  and  Acting 
Chief  Commissary  of  Subsistence ;  First  Lieuten- 
ant M.  B.  Ruggles,  Aide-de-Oamp.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Charles  Jones,  who  was  severely 
wounded,  and  Colonel  J.  0.  Fuqua,  District 
Judge  Advocate  and  Provost  Marshal-General, 
who  were  all  distinguished  for  their  efficiency, 
coolness,  and  gallantry  throughout  the  conflict 
The  following  officers,  attached  to  the  general 
staffs,  also  rendered  gallant  service:  Captain 
Samuel  Bard,  on  special  service ;  Lieutenant  A. 
B.  De  Saulles,  engineer ;  Lieutenant  H.  H.  Price 
and  Lieutenant  H.  C.  Holt  Other  officers  on 
special  service,  amongst  wnorn  were  Captain 
Augustus  Scott,  commanding  squadron  on  tem- 
porary service ;  Captains  Curry,  Kinderson,  and 
Behorn,  as  volunteer  aids  for  the  occasion,  and 
Captain  J.  M.  Taylor  served  with  zeal  and  gal- 
lantry. The  entire  division  entering  the  fight 
numbered  about  nineteen  hundred  and  fifty,  in- 
fantry and  artillery,  with  a  few  irregjular  cavalry 
and  partisan  rangers,  numbering  in  all  some 


August  9, 1MB.  ) 

Genual  :  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report 
of  the  late  engagement  at  Baton  Ronge,  so  far 
as  the  First  brigade  of  First  division  was  con- 
cerned, after  its  commanders,  Brigadier-General 
Helm,  and  subsequently  Colonel  Thomas  Hunt, 
were  wounded,  and  I  had  the  honor  to  receive 
the  command  at  your  hands.  The  enemy  had 
been  repulsed  from  one  of  his  encampments, 
and  the  different  regiments  constituting  the 
First  brigade  were  drawn  up  in  line  in  one  of 
his  camps,  not,  however,  fully  deployed.  After 
moving  the  two  regiments  on  the  left  of  the 
brigade,  by  the  flank  to  the  left,  the  whole  were 
formed  in  line  of  battle,  and  were  ordered  to 
advance.  Tho  movement  was  spiritedly  made 
up  to  the  second  encampment,  through  a  some- 
what sharp  volley  of  musketry,  in  as  good  style 
as  the  broken  and  confined  limits  of  the  ground 
would  admit,  and  immediately  tho  enemy  was 
hotly  and  determinedly  engaged.  After  a  few 
volleys,  I  ordered  tho  brigade  forward,  which 
order  was  being  promptly  obeyed  fcy  the  Fourth 
and  Fifth  Kentucky,  the  other  regiments  being 
just  in  the  act  of  advancing,  when  I  received, 
from  General  Clark,  the  order  to  face  about  and 
retreat.  This  order  was  then  given  by  myself 
and  General  Clark's  aids.  The  troops  fell  back 
reluctantly,  and  not  in  very  good  order,  the 
General  himself  and  a  number  of  others  be- 
ing wounded  in  the  retreat.  I  immediately  re- 
ported to  you  to  know  whether  you  had  order- 
ed the  retreat,  and  was  informed  that  you  had 
not.  The  Second  brigade  of  tins  division  was 
then  ordered  by  yourself  to  advance.  It  went 
up  in  good  style,  Captain  Hughes,  commanding 
Twenty-second  Mississippi  regiment,  leading 
them  gallantly.  By  your  presence  and  assist- 
ance, the  first  brigade  was  rallied  and  led  by 


position  in  which'  you  left 
where  General  Clark  lay 
more  than  two  hours  after 
troops  were  withdrawn, 
Semmes'  battery,  and  the  re 
Kentucky  regiment,  Colone 
ing,  as  support  Learning 
had  left  its  position  and 
rear,  tho  section,  with  itc 
command,  was  removed  t 
position  left  by  Captain  Co 
remained  a  half  hour,  and  1 
the  whole  evening,  but  foi 
mation  of  the  enemy's  aflv 

§iven  by  a  surgeon  who  w 
le  rear.  Leaving  pickets 
the  edge  of  town,  I  withdr 
its  support  slowly  back  to 
you  found  me.  A  flag  ol 
early  in  tho  evening  by  the 
met  by  an  officer  whom  I  * 
privilege  of  bearing  off  the 
was  requested  auu  grants 
yourself,  upon  condition  th 
reduced  to  writing.  No  c 
received  in  writing  for  sc»r 
utes  longer  were  given,  sh 
ration  of  which  time  a  note 
by  the  commanding  officer 
claiming  the  flag  of  truce. 

I  cannot  conclude  my  rep 
of  the  cool  courage  and  effi< 
Brigadier-General  Charles  C 
into  the  action,  and  the  val 
dered  him  by  his  Aids,  Liei 
Yergor ;  of  the  efficiency  < 
of  the  Thirty-first  Misasi 
regiment ;  of  Major  Brown 
the  division,  whose  fearlesi 
where  the  contest  was  hotl 
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not  only  among  his  own  men,  but  all 
re  near  him  in  the  closing  contest, 
icided  the  engagement  so  favorably  and 
uisly  for  the  Confederate  arms.  For 
isualties  I  would  refer  you  to  papers 
14  B,"  concerning  the  battle. 
re  the  honor  to  be,  General, 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

John  A.  Buoknrr, 

A.  A.  General. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  L.  B.  SMITE. 

Headquarters  First  Dmaoir,  ) 
Gamp  on  Conns  Rivra,  August  10,  1882.  J 

neral  Breckinridge  : 
lie  following  is  a  correct  report  of  the 
fourth  brigade  took  in  the  late  engage- 
front  of  the  citv  of  Baton  Rouge,  on 
instant  By  order  of  General  Clark,  I 
e  Fourth  brigade  across  a  corn-field, 
ular  to  the  road,  throwing  the  Fif- 
tssissippi  regiment  in  the  woods,  de^ 
skirmishers,  to  protect  the  right  We 
id  forward  across  several  fields  to  the 
of  the  town,  when  the  division  was 
I  was  ordered  to  move  by  the  left 
he  road,  and  then  by  the  front,  till 
on  me,  which  was  returned.  At  that 
/e  were  not  more  than  twenty  yards 
lines.  About  three  rounds  from  our 
torn  to  flight  The  fog  being  so  thick, 
lot  see  more  than  twenty  steps.  We 
on  a  line  with  their  camps  on  the  left 
id,  and  the  firing  had  ceased,  when 
lark  ordered  me  to  fall  back  in  the 
me  hundred  yards  to  the  rear.  I 
i  the  brigade,  and  marched  back  in 
r,  walking  my  men  in  a  gully.  Soon 
Second  brigade  moved  obliquely  to 
id  engaged  them  on  the  left  of  the 
right  of  the  Second  brigade  began  to 
and  in  twenty  or  thirty  minutes,  I 
moved  forward  to  their  support,  and 
ght,  engaging  the  enemy,  and  a  gen- 
*d  movement  was  made  by  our  divis- 
lt  the  time  we  had  reached  the  tents 
f  the  hills,  orders  came  to  fall  back 
ige,  where  the  stampede  had  taken 
morning,  which  we  did  in  as  good 
e  could  after  having  so  severely  en- , 
l.  I  would  beg  leave  to  mention  the 
ieutenant-Colonel  Moore,  of  the  Nine- 
lessee ;  Captain  Hughes,  of  the  Twen- 
db'ssissippi,  and  Adjutant  Fitzpatrick, 
Qty-second  Mississippi,  as  acting  gal- 
through  the  engagement.  Captain. 
I  in  the  last  charge  at  the  head  of  his 
Fifteenth  Mississippi  was  held  in 
h  a  battery,  and  was  not  in  the  fight 
ehaved  well,  and  observed  the  com- 
?6  them. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

L.  B.  Smith, 

Colonel,  comman.liag  Fourth  Brigade. 
-Doc.  45 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  J.  EDWARDS. 
Headquarters  Tbibtt-pirit  Alabama  Rbomett,  1 
Camp  near  Conn*  River,  La.,  August  8,  1882. J 

Major  John  A.  Buckner,  Assistant  Adjxdant- 
Oeneral: 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Thirty-first  Ala- 
bama regiment,  in  the  action  at  Baton  Rouge, 
Louisiana,  on  the  fifth  instant   At  early  dawn 
on  the  morning  of  the  fifth  instant  the  different 
regiments,  composing  the  Second  brigade,  of 
which  my  regiment  formed  a  part,  were  as- 
signed their  positions  in  line  of  battle.  After 
having  advanced  for  considerable  distance  over 
very  difficult  ground,  my  regiment,  with  the 
Thirty-first  Mississippi  and  Fourth  Kentucky, 
;  was  ordered  to  commence  the  attack  on  the 
enemy's  left,  which  order  was  executed  vigor- 
ously, but  cautiously,  skirmishers  being  thrown 
out  at  different  times  and  places.   The  foe  hov- 
ering over  the  field  rendered  it  impossible  to 
discover  what  was  in  our  front  at  a  distance  of 
but  a  few  paces.   The  enemy  retired  slowly  be- 
fore the  well-directed  fire  which  we  constantly 
poured  upon  them,  falling  back  from  their  first 
encampment   On  reaching  that  encampment, 
my  regiment  was  exposed  to  a  galling  fire  in 
front  and  on  the  left  flank,  when  we  were 
ordered  to  fall  back.   At  this  point,  Lieutenant 
Childress,  of  Company  E,  was  mortally,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Hays,  of  Company  G,  and  Sergeant 
Loughlin,  of  Company  B,  were  severely  wound- 
ed while  gallantly  fighting,  and  left  on  the  field. 
Having  fallen  back  to  a  small  ravine,  the  line 
was  re-formed,  and  advanced  to  dislodge  the 
enemy  from  their  last  encampment  to  our  left, 
which  was  gallantly  done  after  a  severe  contest. 
The  order  then  being  given  for  us  to  retire,  it 
was  executed  -  in  good  order.    Sickness  and 
death  had  thinned  my  ranks  to  such  an  extent 
that  I  only  carried  into  action  ninety-seven,  rank 
and  file,  of  which  number  two  were  killed  and 
nine  wounded.   I  take  pleasure  in  saying  that, 
although  neither  of  my  field-officers  were  with 
me,  both  being  absent,  sick,  I  found  but  little 
or  no  difficulty  in  rallying  my  men.   I  saw  not 
a  single  instance  in  my  regiment,  amidst  all  the 
galling  fires  of  the  enemv,  which  they  with- 
stood, of  any  officer  or  soldier  being  disposed 
to  shrink  from  his  duty,  but  all  seemed  to  vie 
with  each  other  in  the  stern  determination  to 
conquer  or  die.   In  the  last  charge  made  upon 
the  enemy,  when  they  were  driven  from  their 
last  encampment,  I  am  proud  to  say  my  regi- 
ment was  side  by  side  with  the  foremost  in  toe 
charge,  and  when  the  work  was  accomplished 
of  driving  the  enemy  from  their  position,  and 
we  were  ordered  to  fall  back,  they  did  so  in 
perfect  order.       Very  respectfully, 

J.  Edwards, 

Colonel,  commanding  ThJrty-flrst  Alabama  Regiment, 
REPORT  OF  MAJOR  TOPP. 


HiADQUAvrna  THDHT-rawr  RsGonorr  Mnsnsim  Voia.  1 

August  7, 1882.  J  ' 

Major  John  A.  Btickner,  A.  A.  General: 
Dear  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  fol 
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lowing  report.    About  the  time,  or  immediately  ! 
after  the  repulse  of  the  Second  division,  a  por- 
tion of  our  hrigudi',  of  which  the  Thirty-hint 
Mississippi  regiment  was  a  part,  under  the  com- 
mand of  (N.lonel  Hunt,  of  the  Fifth  Kentucky, 
was  ordered  forward  through  se vend  corn-fields, 
in  which  the  enemy  w;w  discovered  by  my  skir- 
mishers, thrown  out  for  that  purpose,  towards 
the  second  encampment,  to  which  we  ap- 
proached within  two  hundred  yards  or  less, 
driving  constantly  the  enemy  before  us,  when  a 
terrific  fire  fn»iii  the  enemy  in  the  direction  of 
the  second  encampment  cheeked  our  advance, 
and  where  well-nigh  all  of  my  casualties  oc- 
curred.   At  this  point  we  were  ordered  to  fall 
back,  by  Colonel  Hunt, ami  the  retreat  had  hardly  | 
begun  when  Colonel  Hunt  was  wounded  and 
taken  oft*  the  field.    Here  I  attempted  to  rally 
xny  regimenr,  but  the  confusion  had  become  so 
general  that  I  found  it  impossible  to  do  so. 
We  then  fell  back  to  the  ravine  in  advance  of 
the  first  eucampment,  and  formed  under  the 
cover  of  the  ravine.    General  Clark,  command- 
ing division,  came  up  at  this  juncture.   I  told 
him  that  we  were  without  a  brigade  commander. 
Colonel  II.  having  been  wounded  and  requested 
him  to  assign  some  one  to  the  command  of  the 
brigade,  Colonel  Edwards,  of  the  Thirty-first 
Alabama,  having  lost,  his  horse,  and  expressing 
au  unwillingness  to   assume  the  command. 
General  C.  then  left,  and  very  soon  Major  Buck- 
ncr.  as  I  was  informed,  took  the  command,  and 
ordered  us  to  march  by  the  left  flank  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  enemy's  second  encampment,  and 
having  fairly  gotten  us  in  a  position  to  ad- 
vance, ordered  us  forward.   The  command  was 
instantly  obeyed,  and  the  brigade,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  two  regiments  on  the  right,  was 
soon  engaged  with  the  enemy.    My  regiment  j 
.was  lying  down  firing,  with  very  little  damage  j 
to  themselves,  and  gradually  approaching  the  I 
encampment,  when  to  our  surprise  we  observed  : 
the  right  of  our  brigade  falling  back  in  disorder.  J 
I  have  no  idea  who  gave  the  command,  as  I  was  . 
on  the  extreme  left.    I  then  ordered  my  regi- 1 
ment  to  fall  back,  which  it  did,  in  confusion,  to  i 
the  cut  in  the  road.    At  this  time  the  regiments  j 
held  in  reserve  were  carried  forward  by  General : 
Clark,  and  we  rallied  again  in  the  road  under  ! 
the  direction  of  Major  Uuckncr.    We  were  a : 
second  time  ordered  to  forward,  and  this  time  \ 
there  was  no  halting  or  falling  back.    We  ad- ! 
vanced  at  a  double-quick  to  within  seventy-five  | 
yards  of  the  encampment,  fired,  and  charged  j 
bayonets,  when  the  enemy  began  to  give  way,  I 
and  finally  ended  in  a  rout.   We  were  entering 
the  encampment  when  we  were  ordered  to  halt, 
by  Major  B.,  and  formed  upon  the  color-line  of 
the  second  encampment.    Wo  remained  in  this 
position  some  five  minutes  or  more,  when  the 
same  offier  called  •*  attention,"  gave  the  com- 
mand, *•  about  face,  forward,  march,"  the  whole  I 
line  marching  in  admirable  order. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  E.  Topp, 
Major ,  G"mmai\<Vu\g  TVutvv  tVt*\  NL\«*\*%Yto\  YuluoeuH, 


REPORT  OF  MAJOR  J.  C.  ffl'V-S" 

HKAPqCARnac*  Firm  Szvr  »t  ■ 

Camp  n*-\k  i-uety*.-.      \.— ..v. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  eml-ir:  v-:.;  • 
the  following  report  of  th»r  pin  ,..»kr\  ■ 
Fifth  Kentucky  regiment  in  u- r-  a  t;  . 
tilth  instant,  at  Baton  llouge. 

The  Fifth  Kentucky,  with  tie.  r 
the  brigade,  was  placed  in  lii  *-  ■  *  :  _  • 
on  the  morning  of  the  fifth  -  f  Au_' 7 
was  a<  I  vanced  towards  Bat  i:i  H-  -■ 
In  obedience  to  an  ordt-r  <-f  inyhr.:.. 
mander,  my  regiment  was  held  \-  i 
the  battery  attached  to  this  bri^.vi 
remained  until  I  received  an  ■  ■:  1«t  . 
from  Major-General  Breckinridge  t  ■  i 
company,  as  pickets,  to  the  right  a:.«." 
distance  from  the  arsenal.    In  oWd;«  [  > 
order,  I  placed  Captain  Gdlum,  w.t r 
pany,  consisting  of  one  lieutenant.  fviir  r  * 
one  corporal  and  tweuty-t^ur  m>.-i..  r 
ground  designated  by  the  Gem-nil.  a:.- -: 
dience  to  another  order  from  him.  I-?  1 
G  ilium  there,  when  my  command  *  * 
to  join  the  brigade  and  engage  thv  . 
their  camps.    Captain  G ilium  n-m- :.  ; 
post  until  ordered  away,  when  thr  re- 
tired to  the  point  where  the  line  -f 
first  formed.   Thus  this  company  v& 
ed  from  engaging  in  the  baf.le.  ar.-. 
account  why  none  were  killed  «  r  v-  . 
company  A,  of  this  regiment.   Wl.  • 
by  Major-General    Breckinridge  t 
brigade  to  which  iny  regiment  is 
was  placed  on  the  left  of  the  ¥ -r 
tucky  regiment,  which  was  the  fii>t  : 
the  brigade.    Immediately  after  tL  -  . 
from  you  was  given  to  advance.  M;- 
did  so,  and  until  the  lire  was  dr.**!.  : 
enemy,  who  were  secreted  in  is. 
tents  of  the  third  and  last  ern  .inn  :., 
fire  was  immediately  returne  I  iy 
under    my  command.      It    rout!:.  . 
and  heavy   for  about    twenty  -»r  >• 
minutes,  our  line,  as  far  as"  I  c-  iii  i  ~. 
vancing  very  little,  but  steadily,  ai.d  :!: 
as  slowly  retreating.    At  this  tiru-.  a\  ■ : 
given  by  Hrigadier-General  C  lark.  ■  : .  . 
the  division,  to  fall  back  to  a  s:iu-  v 
short  distance  in  the  rear,  and  ri-f  r  ■ 
was  executed  in  good  order.  In  a  f-. 
we  were  again  ordered  to  advar.  *...%: . 
never  halting  until  the  enemy  had  i  : 
from  the  last  of  their  encampment".  A. 
brigade  line  had  been  formed,  in  -  l-  i  - 
an  order  from  you,  we  retired  si  \*  a 
good  order.   My  command  nuraU-iv  i  V* 
dred  and  twenty-two,  rank  and  tile.  F:  ■• 
deduct  Company  A,  numbering  thirt*- 
cers  and  men,  and  seven  detail"!  :•'  * 
the  wounded,  thus  reducing  the  t.ui.i! 
actually  engaged  in  the  tight,  un.U-r 
mand,  to  one  hundred  and  eight v-f-i.r  v. 

The  following  is  a  lu>t  of  the  ea»ua:'-.- 
occarred  in  my  regiment :  In  C  -mp*:/.-  . 


MA.l.GKN  lir.  WKU'.HT 
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n    Company  B,  L.  P.  Smith,  mortally  wounded, 
n<2  since  dead ;  H.  Osborne,  slightly.   In  Com- 
any  C,  Lieutenant  H.  H.  Harris,  wounded; 
rivate  R.  S.  Brooks,  killed ;  privates  J.  8.  Jack- 
J".  T.  Taylor,  D.  Tinsley,  and  J.  B.  Young, 
c>  Mended.    In  Company  D,  Lieutenant  Oscar 
^  *  *  nard,  wounded ;  private  Wm.  Hicks,  killed  ; 
ivatea  John  Essill  and  John  Henry,  wounded. 
^  <^  oxmpaiiv  E,  Sergeant  R.  M.  Hague,  wounded  ; 
l  "v="a"fces  James  Bowers,  and  Isaac  Rutledge, 
;  privates  Elbert  Gramor,  B.  Logan,  and 
-    "Thompson,  wounded.    In  Company  F,  A. 
3E^>wlcr,  W.  P.  Ratliff,  J.  Leach,  J.  W.  Wal- 
&  9    «nd  D.  P.  Howell,  wounded.    In  Company 
I— *  -aeutenant  P.  V.  Daniel,  privates  N.  M. 
^jhainp,  Thomas  Stith,  Miche  Meardin,  Allen 
^)y,  Frank  Keath,  Green  Woorley,  and  M.  S. 
xnan,  wounded.    In  company  K,  Sergeant 
H.  Hughes,  Corporal  Moses  Lafoiter, 
^  ^tes  Alexander  Barry,  Charles  Freeburg,  and 
^^J^fcias  Lively,  killed ;  Sergeant  T.  H.  Atwcll, 
5c^at^8  Edm'ond  Elliott,  Peter  Friltv,  James 
G.  I\»lfers,  L.  llotouiiburg,  A.  J.  Williams, 
""W.  McFatridge,  wounded. 
~       ^?auuot  close  ihis  report  without  stating  that 
"  officers  and  men  under  my  command  dis- 

^^*"ged  their  duties  in  the  action  at  Baton 
.ge  in  a  manner  creditable  alike  to  them- 
.  es,  and  the  cause  for  which  they  are 

'-^tling. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  C.  WlCKLIFFB, 
Mi\jor,  commanding  Fifth  Kentucky  Regiment. 

REPORT  OP  CAPTAIN  J.  H.  M1LLETT. 

Camp  xkar  Comitb  River,  August  7,  1882. 

^*€*ptain  John  A.  Buchur : 

Sir  :  Through  an  unfortunate  circumstance  I 
~^as  placed  in  command  of  the  Fourth  Kentucky 
*t  about  three  o'clock  a.  m.,  on  the  fifth  instant. 
Afte/  being  placed  in  line,  our  brigade  moved 
forward  until  it  reached  the  outskirts  of  Baton 
Rouge,  when  we  moved  by  the  left  flank  as  far 
as  the  camp  of  the  Fourteenth  Maine  regiment. 
We  then  moved  forward ;  the  smoke  being  so 
dense,  my  command  was  here  separated  from 
the  brigade.  Having  thrown  out  my  right  com- 
pany as  skirmishers  I  continued  to  move  for- 
ward, but  discovering  that  the  enemy  were  on 
my  left,  supported  by  a  battery,  all  concealed 
by  the  houses  and  fences,  and  not  being  able  to 
change  direction  without  placing  my  regiment 
immediately  under  the  fire  of  our  own  troops,  I 
rejoined  the  brigade.  I  had  just  taken  my 
position  on  the  right  when  you  took  command, 
and  ordered  us  forward.  I  moved  my  regiment 
obliquely  to  the  left  until  my  right  had  cleared 
the  fence  in  front,  when  I  ordered  them  for- 
ward in  the  direction  of  the  enemy's  camp, 
which  they  did  with  a  cheer.  We  had  advanced 

frobably  two  hundred  yards  when  an  aid,  whom 
took  to  be  on  General  Clark's  staff  (not  being 
personally  acquainted  with  any  of  them),  ordered 
me  to  fall  back.  Seeing  the  balance  of  the  bri- 
gade retiring,  I  gave  the  command  to  my  regi- 


ment, which  tbey  were  very  unwilling  to  execute, 
seeing  the  enemy  retiring  from  their  camps. 
After  re-forming  my  regiment,  I  was  again 
ordered  by  you  to  advance.  In  this  charge  the 
enemy  were  driven  completely  from  their  camps. 
It  is  not  necessary,  Captain,  for  me  to  say  how 
my  command  acted  in  this  charge.  You,  being 
in  front  of  my  left,  could  judge  for  yourself.  I 
think  that  you  will  agree  that  they  did  not 
abuse  the  confidence  the  Commanding  General 
has  in  "ragged  Kentuckians."  The  Fourth 
Kentucky  lost  in 

Killed   5 

Wounded  14 

Missing  ,   1 

Total  20 

Respectfully, 

J.  H.  Miller, 

Captain,  commanding  Fourth  Kentucky  Regiment  Volunteer!, 

RETORT  OF  IJEUTEN ANT-COLONEL  JOHN  SN0DGRA8S. 

Headquarters  Fourth  Alabama  Battauov,  "I 
August  6,  1862.  f 

Colonel  J.  Edwards,  commanding  Second  Bri- 
gade : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Fourth  Alabama 
battalion,  in  the  battle  of  Baton  Rouge,  on  the 
fifth  instant.  In  the  accidental  affair  on  the 
road  before  daylight  the  following  are  the  cas- 
ual ties  :  Lieutenant  W.  B.  Stokes,  Privates  Mor-  , 
gan,  O'Connel,  Stephen  Oliver,  Y.  Freemau,P. 
Andrews,  M.  Y.  Haine,  and  P.  Mattison,  Company 
C,  slightly  wounded.  Private  A.  Lewis,  Com- 
pany A,  slightly.  Privates  M.  L.  Sewel,  G.  W. 
Lisk,  Company  Cr,  slightly.  Private  J.  J.  Carlton, 
Company  E,  slightly.  When  the  positions  of 
the  various  regiments,  etc.,  were  assigned,  the 
battalion  with  the  Fifth  Kentucky  regiment  was 
ordered  to  support  the  Hudson  battery,  which 
position  it  occupied  until  between  seven  and 
eight  o'clock  a.  m.,  when  I  was  ordered  to  ad- 
vauce  to  the  support  of  our  forces  then  engag- 
ing the  enemy  at  their  second  encampment  The 
battalion  continued  in  the  engagement  until  the 
enemy's  infantry  were  driven  from  the  field,  and 
their  batteries  were  playing  heavily  upon  the 
position  we  occupied,  when  we  were  ordered 
to  withdraw. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  casualties  dur- 
ing the  engagement. :  Major  G.  L.  Alexander, 
mortally  wounded  in  the  left  breast  by  a  Minnie" 
ball— died  shortly  after.  In  Company  Abound- 
ed— private  W.  B.  Moore,  seriously;  privates 
A.  J.  Allen,  A.  M.  Cannon,  J.  P.  Wilson,  slightly. 
Company  C,  wounded— private  W.  T.  Harbin, 
slightly.  Company  D— Captain  Randall,  slightly 
wounded  ;  T.  J.  Lovell,  mortally  Company  E — 
private  William  Anderson,  mortally  wounded, 
since  died.  Company  G,  killed— private  J.  K. 
P.  Jenkins ;  wounded,  privates  H.  McCoy  and 
William  McBrown,  severely;  corporals  A.  T. 
Hannah  and  T.  II.  Moon,  mortally. 
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Recapitulation. 

Killed   3 

Wounded  22 


Total. 


 25 

I  take  pleasure  in  calling  jour  attention  to 
the  gallant  and  enthusiastic  conduct  of  private 
John  Thompson,  Company  F,  and  J.  M.  Bjrd, 
Company  G,  who  boldly  moved  in  advance  of 
the  command  and  discharged  their  arms  with 


due  caution  and  alacrity.  They  were 
to  open  fire  and  last  to  quit  the  field,  i 
happy,  while  reporting  the  especnOr 
conduct  of  those  two  privates,  not  to 
solitary  instance  of  cowardice  or  to 
report,  the  whole  command  having  t 
and  stood  under  the  fire  from  which  oft 
and  greater  numbers  had  retired. 

Very  respectfully, 

Johx  Snodgiak, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  commanding  Fourth  Afcfam 


Return  of  the  Casualties  in  the  First  Division, 


Fifth  Regiment  Kentucky  Volunteers 
Fourth  11  " 

Tli i rtr -first  Keglmoot  M.lftBlwHppl 
Thirty-fins  t 

"~H  »*«+<■  

NtortMnth  Regiment  Itauwe  Volnotocr*. . .  •  .  

TweotWh        u  11  ** 

Ivnl)  ■-V^Mtb   «  11  M        B  »*< 

forty  fifth        "  "  ft   

Flfiomth         "    MlMtwippi  *   

Tm'tity-wc^nd  "  "  41   

Cobb  ?s  Unitary  ■*»■»   *  *  * 


u 


II 
II 


IE 


t 

1  i 
1 


II 


fr2 


Respectfully  submitted, 


To  Captain  Buckker, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General 

Officers  mentioned  for  Gallant  Conduct  at  the 
Battle  of  Baton  Rouge,  Exhibit "  -4,"  Report 
of  the  First  Division. 

Captain  Hughes,  commanding  Twenty-second 
Mississippi  regiment 

Brigadier-General  Charles  Clark  and  his 
Aides, 

Lieutenants  Spooner  and  Yerger. 

Major  H.  E.  Topp,  of  the  Thirty-first  Missis- 
sippi regiment, 

Major  Brown,  Chief  of  Subsistence. 

Captain  J.  H.  Miller,  commanding  Fourth  Ken- 
tucky reeiment 

Colonel  Crossland,  Seventh  Kentucky  regi- 
ment 

Major  J.  C.  Wiekliffe,  of  the  Fifth  Kentucky. 

Privates  John  Thompson,  Company  H,  and  J. 
M.  Byrd,  Company  G,  Fourth  Alabama  battal- 
ion. 

lieutenant-Colonel  Moore,  of  the  Nineteenth 
Tennessee  regiment 

Adjutant  Fitzpatrick,  Twenty-second  Missis- 
sippi regiment. 


T.  B.  Smith, 

Colonel,  commanding  I 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER -GENERAL  X.  ] 

T^vSoaraw|  Ax** 

Major  M.  M.  KimmA,  A.  A.  O. : 

Major:  The  following  report  of 
and  defence  of  Vicksburg  is  respe 
mitted  to  the  Major-General  comm 
District  of  Mississippi : 

I  assumed  command  of  Yicksbi 
defences  on  the  twelfth  of  May,  in  c 
orders  from  m  Major-General  Lovd 
ceeded  at  once  to  prepare  for  the : 
the  enemy,  then  known  to  have  pi 
Rouge  with  a  formidable  fleet,  havi 
to  open  the  river  to  Memphis  and  1 
then  in  our  possession.  At  theft 
frig ,  the  state  of  preparation  for  del 
follows :  Of  the  ten  batteries  that  k 
use,  three  were  mostly  completed,  an 
begun.  The  armed  troops  present 
the  remnant  of  the  Eighth  Titmiskr 
Iieutenan^Colonel  Pmoknsy,  and  t 
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■rth  Louisiana  volunteers.  Colonel  Marke ; 
«f  my  brigades  which  had  preceded  me 
six  or  ten  days.    Colonel  J.  L'Antry, 
*«d  here  by  General  Bragg,  was  found  in 
^and,  pushing  the  works  forward  vigor- 
^  through  his  Chief  Engineer,  Captain  D.  B. 
""^s,  who  afterwards  remained  with  me  in  the 
capacity  until  most  of  the  works  were 
^V^^leted.   From  the  twelfth  until  the  eigh- 
the  works  were  pushed  forward  night 
day  with  all  possible  vigor,  at  the  end  of 
^^^ih  the  First  division  of  the  Federal  fleet, 
^^^"ther  with  transports,  carrying  some  three 
"^■JMHid  men,  made  their  appearance  and  found 
t      "ill  a  condition  to  dispute,  with  a  fair  pros- 
of  success,  a  further  advance  ;  that  is  to 
<»  six  batteries  were  complete,  the  cannoniers 
^J^fceir  posts  and  fairly  drilled.   The  arrival  of 
^•^^  advanced  division  was  immediately  fol- 
^^ed  by  a  demand  for  the  surrender  of  Vicks- 
"^^g  and  its  defences,  couched  in  the  follow- 
terms: 

"  U.  8.  &  OXDU,  XXAR  VlCTOBCBO,  \ 

May  18,  1802.  J 

To  the  Authorities  at  Vicksb urg : 
"The  undersigned,  with  orders  from  Flag- 
)fficer  Farragut  and  Major-General  Butler,  re- 
ipectfully  demand,  in  advance  of  the  approach- 
ng  fleet,  the  surrender  of  Vicksburg  and  its 
lefences  to  the  lawful  authorities  of  the  United 
States,  under  which  private  property  and  per- 
^^.jonal  right  will  be  respected. 
"  "  Very  respectfully,  yours, 

MJ.  Phillips  Lke, 

14  U.  S.  N.,  commanding  Advance  Naval  Division. 

"P.  Williams, 

"  Btlgadior-Genoral." 


The  subjoined  reply  was  returned  : 


M  HKJlDQU^RTZM  VlOKSDURC,> 

May  18,  1802.  / 


1  u  Sir  :  Your  communication  of  this  date,  ad- 
dressed to  the  authorities  of  Vicksburg,  de- 

3*  manding  the  surrender  of  the  city  and  its  de- 
fences, has  been  received.    In  regard  to  the 

5*  surrender  of  the  defences,  I  have  to  reply  that, 
having  been  ordered  here  to  hold  these  defences, 

;  my  intention  is  to  do  so  as  long  as  it  is  in  my 
power. 

u  Very  respectfully, 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 

"  M.  L.  Smith, 

14  Brigadier-General,  commanding. 

u  J.  Phillips  Lee, 

««  V.  8.  N.,  commanding  Advance  Naval  Division." 

I  here  remark  that  the  citizens  of  the  town 
had,  with  great  unanimity,  made  up  their  minds 
that  its  possession  ought  to  be  maintained  at  all 
hazards,  even  though  total  demolition  should  be 
the  result  This  determination  was  enthusias- 
tically concurred  in  by  persons  of  all  ages  and 
both  sexes,  and  borne  to  my  ears  from  every 
quarter.  Thus  cheered  on  and  upheld,  the 
defence  became  an  affair  of  more  than  public 
interest,  and  the  approving  sentiment  of  those 


so  deeply  interested  unquestionably  had  its  in- 
fluence on  the  ultimate  result,  as  affairs  stand 
to-day.  Our  cause  probably  needed  an  exam- 
ple of  this  kind,  and  assuredly  a  bright  one  has 
boen  given.  The  inhabitants  had  been  advised 
I  to  leave  the  city  when  the  smoke  of  the  as- 
cending gunboats  was  first  seen,  under  the  im- 
pression that  the  enemy  would  open  fire  imme- 
diately on  arrival ;  hence,  the  above  demand 
found  the  city  sparsely  populated,  and  somewhat 
prepared  for  an  attack,  although,  when  it  really 
commenced,  there  were  numbers  still  to  depart, 
besides  many  who  had  determined  to  remain 
and  take  the  chances  of  escaping  unharmed,  a 
few  of  whom  absolutely  endured  to  the  end. 
As  bearing  immediately  upon  the  defence  of 
this  place,  measures  had  also  been  taken  to  push 
the  Arkansas  to  completion.  It  was  reported 
the  contractor  had  virtually  suspended  work ; 
that  the  mechanics  and  workmen  were  leaving ; 
that  supplies  were  wanting ;  finally,  that  a  very 
considerable  quantity  of  iron  prepared  for  cov- 
ering her  had  been  sunk  in  the  Yazoo  River. 
Steps  were  taken  to  promptly  furnish  mechanics 
and  supplies,  and  a  bell-boat  being  obtained  and 
sent  up  to  the  spot,  the  prepared  iron  was  soon 
recovered.  It  was  considered  fortunate  that, 
soon  after  this,  Captain  Brown  was  assigned  to 
the  duty  of  completing  the  boat,  as  after  his  as- 
signment this  important  work  gave  me  no  fur- 
ther concern.  The  enemy  remained  apparently 
inactive  until  the  twenty-eighth,  during  which 
time  the  advance  division  of  the  fleet  was 
joined  by  other  gunboats,  making  ten  in  alL 
My  force  had,  in  the  meantime,  been  increased 
by  the  twentieth  and  twenty-eighth  Louisiana 
volunteers,  numbering  for  duty  some  five  hun- 
dred each,  by  five  companies  of  Starke's  cav- 
alry; one  battery;  Wither's  artillery.  Captain 
Ridley;  and  four  companies  Sixth  Mississippi 
battalion,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Balfour;  but  all 
were  troops  just  mustered  into  service,  and  in- 
differently armed.  These  were  thrown  forward 
toward  Warren  ton,  and  disposed  for  disputing 
inch  by  inch  the  approach  by  land.  This  force 
was  subsequently  increased  by  the  Fourth  and 
fifth  Louisiana.  The  ensuing  ten  days  I  con- 
sider the  most  critical  period  of  the  defences  of 
Vicksburg.  Batteries  incomplete,  guns  not 
mounted,  troops  few,  and  both  officers  and  men 
entirely  new  to  service,  and  not  a  single  regular 
officer  to  assist  in  organizing  and  commanding. 
Ilad  a  prompt  and  vigorous  attack  been  made 
by  the  enemy,  while  I  think  the  disposition 
made  would  have  insured  their  repulse,  still  the 
issue  woulp}  have  been  less  certain  than  at  any 
time  afterwards.  The  enemy  opened  fire  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  twenty-fifth  for  the  first 
time,  and  continued  about  two  hours,  apparently 
with  a  view  of  getting  our  range.  The  orders 
given  to  the  batteries  were  not  to  return  their 
fire  at  extreme  range,  and  at  ordinary  range  only 
at  considerable  intervals.  This  policy  was  ad- 
hered to  throughout,  at  first,  because  little  am- 
munition had  then  arrived ;  afterwards,  for  the 
reason  that  our  works  could  not  be  injured  by 
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direct  firing,  and  by  saving  the  men  they  were 
fresh  night  and  day  to  meet  close  and  serious 
attacks,  such  as  occurred  before  the  termination 
of  the  bombardment ;  besides,  the  enemy  were 
th us  kept  ignorant  of  our  real  strength  as  well  as 
the  effect  of  their  own  shot.  It  was  not  long  be- 
fore they  apparently  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
no  impression  could  be  made  on  our  works  by 
their  gunboats,  nor  the  erection  of  new  batter- 
ies prevented  whenever  attempted ;  and  the  re- 
maining six  batteries,  of  the  ten  first  mentioned, 
were  constructed  under  their  eyes. 

From  the  twentieth  of  May  to  the  middle  of 
June  the  firing  was  kept  up  at  intervals,  and 
more  or  less  heavy  the  latter  part  of  the  time, 
directed  mainly  at  the  town,  and  at  localities 
where  they  apparently  thought  troops  were  en- 
camped. From  the  fourteenth  to  the  eighteenth 
of  June  there  was  an  entire  cessation  of  the  at- 
tack, the  mortar-fleet  that  had  bombarded  Fort 
Jackson  and  Fort  Philip  being  on  the  way  here 
to  join  in  the  attack.  They  began  to  arrive  on 
the  eighteenth,  and  to  the  number  «»f  eighteen  or 
nineteen  were  in  position  on  the  twentieth,  on 
the  afternoon  of  which  day  the  !><»mbardment 
again  opened.  Prior  to  this  a  new  source  of 
anxiety  arose.  Fort  Pillow  and  Memphis  had 
fallen,  and  in  addition  to  the  attack  we  were  en- 
during, Vicksburg  was  threatened  by  a  combined 
land  and  naval  force  from  above.  From  the 
twontieth  to  the  twenty-seventh  the  bombard- 
ment was  pretty  constant  during  the  daytime,  at 
times  very  heavy,  but  generally  ceasing  at  ten  or 
eleven  o'clock  at  night  On  the  evening  of  the 
twenty-seventh  the  firing  began  to  increase  in 
fury,  and  for  some  time  a  shower  of  bomb-shells 
was  rained  upon  our  batteries  that  severely  tried 
the  nerve  and  courage  of  both  officers  and  men, 
still  the  damage  was  quickly  repaired,  and  the 
men  held  their  places  at  the  guns.  At  daylight, 
on  the  twenty-eighth,  the  enemy  recommenced 
with  the  same  fury,  and  it  was  soon  perceived 
that  the  entire  gunboat  fleet  was  in  motion, 
moving  rapidly  up  in  front  of  the  batteries  and 
city,  and  it  became  apparent  that  the  decisive 
struggle  was  at  hand.  Borne  thirty-five  vessels 
were  soon  firing  as  rapidly  as  possible,  the  mor- 
tars filling  the  air  with  shells,  and  the  sloops-of- 
war  and  gunboats  delivering  broadside  after 
broadside  of  shot,  shell,  and  grape,  according  to 
their  distance.  Our  batteries  opened  as  soon  as 
the  vessels  were  within  range,  and,  for  the  first 
time,  in  full  force.  The  roar  of  cannon  was  now 
continuous  and  deafening,  loud  explosions  shook 
the  city  to  its  foundations,  shot  and  shells  went 
hissing  and  tearing  through  trees  and  walls,  scat- 
tering fragments  far  and  wide  in  their  terrific 
flight  Men,  women,  and  children  rushed  into  the 
streets,  and,  amid  the  crashing  of  falling  houses^ 
commenced  their  hasty  flight  to  the  country  for 
safety.  This  continued  for  about  an  hour  and 
a  half,  when  the  enemy  left ;  the  vessels  that 
had  passed  the  lower  batteries  continuing  on  up 
the  river,  apparently  as  the  quickest  means  of 
getting  out  of  range ;  those  that  had  not  pass- 
ed, rapidly  dropping  droit.  TV&  result  of  this 


effort  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  was  m  ^  K 
factory.  Not  a  single  gun  was  siler.r.-*1  * 
abled,  and,  to  their  surprise,  the  sen-  tk  \ 
bardmeut  of  the  preceding  seven  days 
thrown  nothing  out  of  fighting  trim,  li 
demonstrated  to  our  satisfaction  that,  how  j 
soever  the  number  of  guns  and  mr-rur-r- 
our  batteries  could  probably  be  success 
held,  consequently  that  the  ultimate 
our  resistance  hinged  upon  a  movement  V" 
The  enemy  evidently  came  to  the  same  .-j 
sion,  as,  after  one  week's  lxmibarrlni*-nt 
their  mortars,  and  the  final  attempt,  on  ±tr, 
ing  of  the  twenty-eighth  of  June,  to  gi] 
and  take  our  guns,  tho  attack  sensibly  titer* 
in  vigor  and  persistency.  Up  to  the  nr. 
eighth  there  had  been  great  pressure  -: 
command,  owing  to  the  limited  uuiubrr  of 
The  situation  of  the  enemy's  fleet,  an  J  :he: 
liar  shape  of  the  river  in  this  vicinity,  nun 
with  the  proximity  of  the  Yazoo  an>! 
pected  descent  of  a  large  force  frum  afc-n 
reported),  had  necessitated  a  rather  h-.-avt 
of  pickets,  extending  along  a  distance  of  t* 
miles.  To  keep  up  this  line,  and  sustain  a  a 
attack  at  the  same  time,  taxed  the  eiany 
my  men  to  a  great  extent.  The  arrival 
ail vance  brigade  of  Major-General  BrecniJK 
reserve  corps  was  a  great  respite.  ai;<i. » 
force  was  gradually  increased,  thus  brii.zij 
to  an  equality  in  numbers  with  that  wb-fc 
companicd  the  fleet,  it  was  almust  ft!t 
Vicksburg  was  no  longer  besieged.  TI* 
eral  command  of  tht-se  defences  was  awr. 
by  Major-General  Earl  Van  Doni  on  t'le  r« 
eighth  of  June,  Major-General  Lovoll  Li 
been  relieved  by  him  from  the  command  ■  t 
Department.  Being  authorized  to  mak-  ra- 
tions on  the  reserve  corps  for  whatever  :* 
was  deemed  necessary  to  carry  out  the  j  li 
defence,  the  picket  front  was,"after  the  r»- 
eighth,  divided  into  five  divisions,  rbt 
extreme  ones  guarded,  by  detachment*  f 
my  brigade  (Third  Louisiana),  the  Knar 
three  by  detachments  from  Brig&ilirr-C 
erals  Preston's,  Helm's,  and  Colonel' Saw 
brigades,  reinforced  by  light  batterioJ  t 
Colonel  Withers'  artillery.  The  fle#t  £ 
Mempliis  began  to  make  its  appearance  li- 
on the  twenty-sixth  of  June,  and  coiitioced 
receive  accessions  until  it  numbered.  iualLf 
odd  gunboats,  mortar-boats,  rams,  and  R 
ports.  Firing  commenced  from  this  fle*!on 
twelfth  of  July,  and  although  at  no  time 
heavy  as  from  the  lower  fleet,  continued, ' 
but  little  interruption,  until  the  final  bomb 
ment  of  the  attack.  On  the  morning  of  rfw 
teenth,  the  daring  passage  of  the  ram  Arkai 
out  of  the  Yazoo,  through  the  enemy's  i 
seemed  to  necessitate  a  prompt  descent  of  d 
vessels  that  had  passed  up  on  the  twenty-rig 
and  everything  was  accordingly  placed  in  n 
ness  for  them.  A  new  battery  of  twentr-f 
pounders,  just  erected,  was  manned  by  i  I 
artillery  detachment  from  Preston's  brigade, 
der  Lieutenant  Grade,  and  sharpshooter*,  1 
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\e  same  brigade,  placed  along  the  bank,  wher- 
/er  the  ground  was  favorable.  As  conjectured, 
ie  enemy  were  in  motion  at  sundown,  and  at 
Male  descended  amid  the  roar  of  cannon,  the 
'Miring  of  musketry,  the  glare  of  lightning,  and 
senes  in  every  respect  such  as  had  distin- 
niahed  their  passage  up,  except  that  the  action 
ras  of  shorter  duration,  and  the  Arkansas  was 
ii  the  river  returning  their  broadsides.  The 
ting  was  mainly  over  in  the  course  of  an  hour, 
mi,  at  the  batteries,  not  a  single  casualty  from 
he  enemy's  shot  occurred.  From  the  fifteenth 
o  the  eighteenth  the  enemy  were  mainly  occu- 
lted in  endeavoring  to  sink  the  Arkansas  with 
-  heir  mortars,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  eigh- 
eentk  a  daring  attempt  was  made  to  cut  her 
"rat  from  under  one  of  our  batteries.  It  resulted, 
-lowever,  in  no  injury  to  the  Arkansas,  but  in 
'he  destruction  of  one  of  their  boats.  This  was 
•eally  the  termination  of  the  attack,  although  the 
•  oonibardment  was  kept  up  until  the  twenty- 
§erenth,  when  both  fleets  disappeared.  It  will 
thus  be  s^en  that  the  enemy  were  in  front  of 
Vicksbuig  sixty-seven  days,  during  which  the 
XXMnbined  efforts  of  two  powerful  fleets  have 
.been  foiled,  and  the  accompanying  land  force, 
from  four  to  five  thousand,  held  at  bay. 

The  number  of  shot  and  shells  thrown  by  the 
fleets  is  unknown.  It  has  been  estimated  as  high 
as  twenty-five  thousand,  and  put  as  low  as 
■  twenty  thousand.  The  number,  however,  is  un- 
importaut,  and  mentioned  only  to  illustrate  the 
.  fact,  that  the  loss  to  a  land  battery  when  attacked 
by  one  afloat  is  comparatively  small.  The  cas- 
ualties from  the  enemy's  firing  was  seven  killed 
and  fifteen  wounded.  In  the  town  two  only  are 
reported.  The  enemy  fired  at  least  ten  shots  to 
our  one,  and  their  number  of  killed  and  wound- 
ed can,  from  information,  be  safely  put  down  at 
five  times  as  great  It  is  a  matter  of  surprise 
that  not  a  single  gun  was  dismounted  during  the 
whole  time,  and  only  two  temporarily  disabled, 
both  being  repaired  in  one  night  The  number 
of  eons  brought  against  us,  including  mortars, 
could  not  have  been  much  less  than  three  hun- 
dred. The  number  on  our  side,  as  you  are 
aware,  was  considerably  less.  After  this  general 
description  given,  it  would  be  great  injustice 
not  to  mention  the  commands  and  their  officers 
that  have  been  instrumental  in  so  signal  a  suc- 
cess. The  batteries  were  manned  by  three  com- 
panies of  the  First  regiment  Louisiana  artillery, 
two  companies  of  the  Twenty-second,  two  com- 
panies of  the  Twenty-third  Louisiana  volunteers, 
Major  Clinch;  four  companies  heavy  artillery 
from  Fort  Pillow,  Major  Hcadley ;  three  compa- 
nies Eighth  Louisiana  battalion,  Major  Ogden. 
Colonel  Jackson  and  LieutenankColonel  Sterling, 
both  of  the  heavy  artillery,  were,  respectively, 
in  immediate  command  of  the  upper  and  lower 
batteries,  and  Colonel  Fuller,  Chief  of  Heavy 
Artillery,  LieutenantrColonel  Pinckney,  Eighth 
Louisiana  battalion,  in  command  of  two  of  the 
lower  batteries  for  a  portion  of  the  time,  was 
temporarily  relieved,  under  a  special  organiza- 
tion, which  reduced  the  battalion  to  a  Major's 


command.  The  officers  commanding  these  com- 
panies were  as  follows :  Captains  Capers,  Gray- 
son, Butler,  Tissot,  Purvis,  Herrod,  Todd, 
Disumkes,  Parks,  Morman,  Postlethwait,  Durives, 
Kerr,  and  Lieutenants  Eustis,  Butler,  and  Mc- 
Crory.  The  names  of  the  above-mentioned 
officers  are  given  for  the  reason  that,  in  connec- 
tion with  their  Lieutenants  aud  men,  they  have 
passed  through  an  ordeal  that  troops  are  but  sel- 
dom called  upon  to  undergo !  For  more  than 
seventy-five  days  and  nights  have  these  batteries 
been  continuously  manned  and  ready  for  action 
at  a  moment's  warning.  During  much  of  this  time 
the  roar  of  cannon  has  been  unceasing,  and 
there  have  been  portions  of  it  during  which  the 
noise  of  falling  shot  and  the  explosions  of  shells 
have  been  such  as  .might  make  the  stoutest 
heart  quail.  Yet  none  faltered.  T\ie  blazing 
sun,  the  fatiguing  night  watch,  the  storm  of  bat- 
tle— alT  were  alike  cheerfully  endured,  and, 
whenever  called  upon,  heavy  and  telling  blows 
were  dealt  upon  our  foes  in  return.  I  feel  a 
pride  in  having  such  officers  and  such  men  un- 
der my  command,  for  they  have  nobly  sustained 
our  cause  in  time  of  need,  have  added  to  the 
country's  glory,  and  deserve  well  of  her  grati- 
tude. Some  officers  possibly  attracted  my  atten- 
tion more  than  others  by  their  chivalric  courage 
and  inspiriting  manner ;  yet  the  conduct  of  all 
was  so  noble  and  unexceptionable  that  I  do  not 
venture  to  particularize.  The  distant  picketing 
was  most  efficiently  and  faithfully  performed  by 
the  cavalry,  commanded  at  different  times  by 
Colonel  Starke,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ferguson,  and 
Major  Jones,  according  as  they  were  present. 
The  nearer  picket  duty,  together  with  that  ot 
being  at  all  times  guarded  against  surprise,  and 
ready  to  meet  an  attack,  was  so  patiently  and 
carefully  performed  by  the  Twenty-sixth,  Twen- 
ty-seventh, and  Twenty-eighth  Louisiana  volun- 
teers, under  Colonels  Declouet,  Marks,  and  Allen 
Thomas ;  the  Fourth  and  Seventeenth  Louisiana 
volunteers,  Colonel  Allen  and  Colonel  Richard- 
sou  ;  aluo  by  the  Third  regiment  and  Sixth  bat- 
talion Mississippi  volunteers,  Colonel  Mellon 
and  Lieutenan ^Colonel  Balfour,  together  with 
Withers'  Light  Artillery,  under  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Parker,  that  I  felt  secure  in  giving  most  of 
my  attention  to  the  bombardment  going  on. 
Whenever  events  demanded  a  united  movement 
of  all,  I  found  a  most  reliable  and  efficient  officer 
to  represent  mo  and  carry  out  my  instructions, 
in  the  person  of  my  present  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General,  Colonel  Girault,  whose  judgment  and 
zeal  were  never  at  fault.  Of  Captain  Lockett 
the  accomplished  engineer  officer  of  my  staff,  I 
have  to  speak  in  terms  of  unqualified  praise, 
both  as  regards  skill  in  bis  profession  ana  qual- 
ities as  a  soldier.  The  services  of  such  an 
officer  are  so  important  and  indispensable  as  to 
have  all  the  effect  of  a  positive  increase  of  force 
in  determining  the  issue  of  a  contest  I  most 
cordially  recommend  him  to  notice.  Captain  Mo- 
Donald,' brigade  ordnance  officer,  and  Captains 
Frost  and  Harrod,  aids,  have  in  turn  performed 
almost  every  duty,  during  the  siege,  known  to 
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the  service;  always  prompt,  they  are  distin- 
guished for  intelligence  and  perseverance  in  the 
performance  of  duty  that  morita  constant  praise. 
To  the  Brigade  Quartermaster,  Major  J.  St.  Pat- 
ton  and  Brigade  Commissary,  Major  Reed,  are 
due  such  mention  as  devoted  attention  to  their 
duties  and  the  interests  of  the  service  merits ; 
both  have  performed  all  the  duties  pertaining 
to  a  department,  and  both  having  been  com- 
pelled almost  to  create  what  they  have  had. 
The  part  borne  during  the  latter  days  of  the 
bombardment  by  a  detachment  from  Major 
General  Breckinridge's  division,  requires  special 
mention.  Captain  Cobb's  company  of  light  ar- 
tillery, under  Lieutenant  Oracie,  manned  a  bat- 
tery which  was  so  spiritedly  served  as  to  at- 
tract  attention  on  both  occasions  in  which  it 
was  engaged,  and  was  even  noticed  by  the 
enemy.  The  sharpshooters,  detailed  from  the 
same  command,  kept  up  a  galling  fire  on  the 
enemy  during  the  passage  of  the  vessels  on  the 
evening  of  the  fifteenth,  and  drove  them  from 
the  tops.  The  lamented  Colonel  Statham's 
brigade,  under  his  own  lead,  showed  a  bravery 
in  guarding  the  front  of  attack  assigned  him, 
that  could  not  be  surpassed.  On  one  occasion, 
having  forced  his  way  through  a  swamp,  deem- 
ed impassable,  he  made  a  rush  upon  the  mor- 
tar-boats moored  to  shore,  driving  the  force 
guarding  on  board,  and  had  the  positions  of  the 
Boats  been  accurately  known,  would  have  taken 
possession  of  and  destroyed  several.  The  en- 
gineer company  under  Captain  Winter  was 
steadily  occupied  in  the  repairs  of  batteries,  and 
did  admirable  service. 

The  report  of  the  struggle  at  Vicksburg  would 
be  incomplete  without  the  following  merited 
tribute :  During  the  engagement  of  the  twenty- 
eighth,  an  estimablo  lady,  Mrs.  Gamble,  lost  her 
life  by  the  fragment  of  a  shell  striking  her 
while  leaving  the  city.  This  lady  deserves 
more  than  a  passing  notice.  Burning  with 
patriotism,  she  inspired  all  around  her  with 
the  noble  spirit  of  resistance  to  oppression,  and 
confidence  in  the  success  of  our  cause.  Ever 
present  in  the  hospitals,  ministering  to  the  sick 
and  wounded  soldiers,  she  was  among  the  last 
of  her  sex  to  leave  the  desolated  city,  when  she 
yielded  up  her  life  in  attestation  of  her  faith 
and  devotion.  Though  but  the  type  of  a  class 
of  which  our  southern  land  can  boast,  she  is  a 
martyr  to  the  cause  she  loved,  and  without  her 
name  the  history  which  Vicksburg  has  made  for 
herself  would  be  incomplete.  To  the  citizens 
of  Vicksburg  a  nation's  thanks  are  due  for  their 
noble  example  in  surrendering  their  property 
and  homes  to  almost  certain  destruction,  and 
that  bo  little  damage  was  done  does  not  de- 
tract from  the  merit  of  the  act,  but  rather  serves 
to  call  for  gratrtude  to  the  Supreme  Being  who 
has  not  only  preserved  from  destruction  the 
homes  of  a  patriotic  people,  but  in  mercy 
granted  a  victory  over  their  enemies.  In  con- 
clusion, I  deem  it  proper  to  remark  upon  the 
manner  in  which  the  bombardment  was  con- 
ducted.   In  locating  tlifc  \&\tottaft,  ^vaa  hud  k 


been  taken  to  place  them  without  the  limit* 
the  town,  advantageous  positions  eveii,  tax 
been  rejected  with  that  view,  so  that  hi* 
proaching  struggle  the  fight  might,  if  the  tt 
so  chose,  be  confined  to  the  armed  p-.init 
the  city  itself,  which  could  have  no  bearing 
on  the  ultimate  result,  be  made  to  snfe 
little  as  an  enlightened  and  humane  metha 
conducting  war  would  lead  us  to  expe^., 
which,  under  the  same  circumstances.  1 : 
most  enemies  would  have  pursued.  Ev^ 
not  justify  our  expectations.  The  b^ 
ment  opened  upon  both  batteries  airi  t. 
This  was  expected,  and  could  not  Ire  obj* 
to,  and  no  fault  is  found  at  its  continuing? 
long  as  the  enemy  had  hopes  of  accom^ 
their  object ;  but  when  the  attack  on  the 
teries  ceased,  when  the  bombarding  force  b 
even  to  gradually  leave,  when  it  was  imm 
that  they  deemed  their  attack  a  failure  thr 
continue  to  throw  shells  into  a  beautiful : 
as  was  done  day  after  day,  with  the  svl- 
pose  of  injuring  it,  of  defacing  it.  ai.J  of 
straying  private  property,  indicated  a  spiii 
wanton  destruction  scarcely  pardonable  in 
uncivilized  Indian.  This  seemed  to  be  tic- 
rial  mission  of  the  upper  fleet.  Shame  ft 
man  who  commanded  it ! 

I  am,  respectfully. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

M.  L.  Smith. 
Brigadier  General,  commanding  Defences,  V*ii* 

RETORT  OF  COLONEL  J.  W.  ROBERTSON". 

Headquarter*,  Fir*t  Brigade,  Secusv  fra 
Camp  ox  Co  kits  Rivek,  Aagiat  7.  lsfc 

Captain  L.  D.  Sandidge,  A.  A.  A. 
Second  Division  : 

Captain:  On  receiving  the  order  torepcr; 
part  taken  in  the  action  of  the  fifth  irisam 
the  First  brigade,  I  referred  the  order 
onel  A.  P.  Thompson,  who  commanded 
brigade  during  the  action,  with  the  eiw- 
of  the  closing  half  hour  that  the  troop  i 
under  fire,  when  he  was  borne  from  thr : 
severely  wounded,  and  I  submit,  by  hi*  reqe 
the  following  report : 

On  reaching  the  angle  of  the  main  rod  \< 
ins  into  Baton  Rouge,  the  brigade  was  L-n 
inline  of  battle  in  a  common  to  the  left  *4 
main  road,  the  right  of  the  brigade  resting 
that  road,  and  the  left  near  a  dense  forest,  i 
which  Colonel  Aliens  brigade  had  passed, 
brigade  was  composed  of  the  foflowinz  r 
ments,  positioned  from  right  to  left  in  the  n 
named :  Third  Kentucky,  Captain  J.  H.  Bur 
commanding;  Seventh  Kentucky,  Colonel 
ward  Crossland  commanding;  'fhirtv-fiftb 
bama.  Colonel  J.  W.  Robertson  comrara-i 
and  the  Sixth  Kentucky,  Lieatenant-Col  ^ 
H.  Gofer,  commanding.  As  soon  as  uV 
was  established,  the  command,  "form 
was  given  by  General  Haggles  in  p« 
which  was  promptly  obeyed  by  the  bru: 
moving  forward  beyond  the  dwelling-!* 
immediately  to   the  front.      The  line 
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t  this  time  found  to  be  somewhat  deranged, 
aused  by  the  numerous  fences  and  houses 
ver  and  around  which  the  troops  had  to  pass, 
lie  brigade  was  consequently  halted  and  the 
lignment  rectified,  when  the  command,  "  for- 
ward," was  again  given.  The  brigade  moved 
lirectly  to  the  front,  parallel  to  the  main  road, 
yreceded  by  a  company  of  sharpshooters  de- 
ployed as  skirmishers,  and  commanded  by 
Lieutenant  J.  C.  Hubbard.  At  this  point  the 
Siring  commenced  first,  the  line  of  the  enemy 
baving  been  unmasked  by  the  skirmishers.  The 
Bring  was  continued  but  a  short  time  when  an 
order  was  received  for  the  brigade  to  charge, 
and  the  troops  rushed  forward  with  a  cheer,  the 
enemy  breaking  before  them.  Having  reached 
Che  middle  of  the  field,  the  brigade  was  exposed 
to  a  fire  from  the  right  which  could  not  be  re- 
turned without  exposing  the  troops  of  General 
Clark's  division  to  the  fire  of  the  brigade,  and 
was  consequently  halted  until  the  firing  ceased. 
Ah  advance  was  made,  skirmishing  covering 
the  front  The  second  line  of  the  enemy  was 
thus  unmasked  and  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the 
brigade.  They  gave  way  precipitately  before 
the  steady  advance  of  our  troops.  On  clearing 
the  fields  and  reaching  the  enemy's  encamp- 
ment, the  right  wing  was  found  to  be  covered 
by  a  portion  of  General  Clark's  division.  An 
officer  approached  from  the  right  and  stated 
that  friends  were  exposed  to  our  fire,  when  the 
firing  ceased,  and  tlie  charge  ordered  by  Colonel 
Thompson,  he  leading  the  brigade  into  the  en- 
campment of  the  enemy  to  the  left,  which  was 
dearly  cleared  by  this  brigade,  when  troops 
were  met  on  the  right  returning  without  any 

S parent  cause,  and  were  ordered  by  Colonel 
lompson  to  halt  and  advance,  when  a  moimted 
officer  informed  Colonel  Thompson  that  it  was 
the  order  for  all  the  troops  to  fall  back.  This 
movement  became  general  in  the  brigade.  In 
retiring  the  Thirty-fifth  Alabama  and  Sixth 
Kentucky,  forming  the  left  wing,  became  sepa- 
rated from  the  right,  and  occupied  a  position  in 
line  one  hundred  yards  to  the  left  and  rear, 
rhe  enemy  re-formed  in  heavy  force  behind 
their  tents,  rapidly  advancing,  firing,  and  cheer- 
ing. The  Third  and  Seventh  Kentucky  regi- 
ments were  thrown  under  cover  and  met  this, 
advance  with  a  steady  fire.  The  Thirty-fifth 
alattama  and  Sixth  Kentucky  were  ordered  for- 
ward,  but  advanced  before  the  order  reached 
them,  opening  a  heavy  fire  upon  the  enemy, 
whose  advapce  was  thus  checked.  At  this 
point  Colonel  Thompson  was  severely  wounded 
Mid  taken  to  the  rear.  The  command  devolv- 
ing upon  Colonel  Robertson,  who  being,  from 
sompfete  exhaustion,  in  no  condition  at  that 
time  to  assume  command,  and  finding  the  right 
wing  separated  from  the  left,  placed  Colonel 
Brossland  in  command  of  the  right  and  Lieutcn- 
mt-Colonel  E.  Goodwin  in  command  of  the  left, 
with  orders  to  maintain  the  line,  which  was 
irmly  held  for  nearly  an  hour,  in  the  face  of  a 
terrible  fire  from  musketry  and  artillery,  when 
the  charge,  which  closed  the  action,  was  made 


in  person  by  the  Maior-GeneraJ  commanding. 
It  is  the  request  of  Colonel  Thompson,  that  his 
entire  approbation  of  the  conduct  of  all  the 
field  and  acting  field  officers  engaged,  and  Cap- 
tain W.  P.  Wallace  and  Lieutenant  Charles 
Temple,  Aids,  and  Acting  Adjutant  R.  B.  L. 
Soney,  of  the  Third  Kentucky,  be  specially  ex- 
pressed in  this  report  To  the  deportment  of 
the  Thirty-fifth  Alabama  regiment  he  desires 
attention  to  be  called.  This  regiment,  although 
for  the  first  time  under  fire,  on  the  fifth  instant, 
proved  itself  a  worthy  comrade  for  the  Third, 
Sixth,  and  Seventh  Kentucky  regiments,  who  in 
this  action  sustained  the  enviable  reputation 
won  by  them  on  the  field  of  Shiloh.  ■  Colonel 
Robertson  would  call  special  attention  to  the 
gallant  conduct  of  Colonel  E.  Crossland  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  E.  Goodwin,  who,  the  first 
with  his  regimental  colors  in  hand,  and  the 
second  with  his  hat  on  his  sword,  led  the  bri- 
gade in  the  final  charge.  To  the  reports  of 
regimental  commanders  you  are  referred  for 
notices  of  gallant  conduct  in  other  members  of 
the  command.  The  medical  staff  deserve  the 
highest  praise  for  their  prompt  and  unceasing 
attention  to  the  wounded. 
By  order  of 

G.  C.  Hubbard, 

lieutenant,  and  A.  A.  G. 

J.  W.  Robertson, 

Colonel,  oommanding  First  Brigade,  Second  Dtvltion. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  H.  W.  ALLEN. 

East  Baton  Rougk,  Aognat  18,  18621 
Contain  Buckner,  Assistant  Acfjutant-  General : 

Sir  :  On  the  morning  of  the  fifth  instant,  in 
pursuance  to  orders  of  Brigadier-General  Rug- 
gles,  I  formed  the  Second  brigade,  Second  divi- 
sion, in  line  of  battle ;  the  left  of  the  brigade 
resting  upon  Bernard's  fence,  in  the  rear  of  Ma* 
gruder's  Institute,  and  the  right,  resting  upon 
the  First  brigade.  On  the  right  was  placed 
Colonel  Breaux,  of  the  Thirteenth  Louisiana; 
on  the  left,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hunter,  of  the 
Fourth  Louisiana,  and  in  the  centre  was  the 
battalion  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Boyle.  At  dawn 
of  day  I  received  orders  to  advance.  The  bri- 
gade was  put  in  motion  and  advanced  steadily 
through  thick  woods,  underbrush,  corn-fields, 
and  picket-fences.  In  the  midst  of  the  forest 
we  encountered  a  battery  supported  by  infan- 
try. We  halted  and  delivered  several  volleys 
in  quick  succession.  The  enemy  fled  in  every 
direction,  taking  off  his  artillery  with  him.  We 
started  in  pursuit,  and  after  considerable  desul- 
tory firing  upon  the  retreating  foe,  I  discovered 
a  battery  on  the  extreme  left  (said  to  be  Mini- 
en's),  supported  by  a  large  amount  of  infantry. 
It  was  evident  that  this  was  a  flanking  move- 
ment, and  required  my  immediate  attention.  I 
ordered  a  movement  to  be  made  to  the  left,  and 
advanced  in  the  direction  of  the  battery.  At 
the  command  "charge,"  the  whole  brigade 
raised  a  shout  and  made  as  gallant  a  charge  at 
was  ever  witnessed.  Here  I  fell,  my  legs  terri- 
bly shattered  with  canister-ehot  What  trans- 


114 


REBELLION  RECORD,  1802-65. 


pired  after  this  on  the  battle-field  I  do  not  know.  | 
Tne  loss  of  blood  and  extreme  pain  had  ren-  j 
dcrud  me  almost  senstless.    To  my  successor  i 
in  command  1  must  refer  you  for  further  par-  . 
t  Oculars  of  the  light.    The  officers  and  soldiers  . 
of  this  brigade  fought  with  much  gallantry,  J 
and,  with  few  exceptions,  did  their  duty  nobly.  ! 
I  have  been  informed  that,  upon  my  fail,  the  I 
brigade  could  not  be  rallied.    This  has  often  | 
happened  with  the  best  of  truops  and  the 
bravest  veterans,  and  should  not  attach  any  dis- 
grace to  the  soldiers.    No  one  charges  that  the 
brigade  retreated  from  the  enemy,  or  even  re- 
tired from  the  place  of  danger.    The  enemy  had 
been  whipped,  and  had  fled  in  every  direction. 
Captain  Semrnes'  battery  came  up,  fired  a  few 
rounds  upon  the  retreating  foe,  and  all  was 
over.   To  my  Adjutant,  Lieutenant  B.  W.  Clarke, 
and  to  my  voluntary  aid,  Lieutenant  H.  H. 
Walsh,  I  am  much  indebted.    They  performed 
their  duties  with  great  gallantry,  coolness,  and 
bravery.   Captain  Blount  was  assigned  to  duty 
as  Inspector  of  the  biigade.  During  the  journey 
from  Camp  Moore  he  lost  his  horse,  and  had 
been  relieved  from  duty  as  Inspector  by  the 
commanding  General.    lie,  however  secured  a 
horse,  and,  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight,  reported 
himself  for  duty  to  me.    I  gave  him,  from  time 
to  time,  several  orders  to  execute,  which  he  did 
in  a  very  prompt  and  gallant  manner.    I  see  that 
he  is  reported  a  prisoner  in  New  Orleans.  This 
is  a  mystery  to  me.    Many  acts  of  individual 
heroism  came  under  my  eye,  and  I  shall  ever 
feel  proud  that  I  had  the  honor  to  command  the 
second  brigade  in  tho  battle  of  Baton  Rouge. 
Among  all  the  officers  and  men  who  distin- 
guished themselves  in  that  battle,  I  shall  men- 
tion only  one  by  name,  that  is  private  Cedars,  of 
the  West  Feliciana  Ilifles,  Fourth  regiment 
Louisiana.   lie  took  the  colors  from  me  as  I 
fell,  and  at  the  same  moment  received  a  terrible 
wound  in  the  thigh. 

With  respect,  I  am,  truly, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  Allex, 
Colonel,  commanding  Second  brigade  Second  division. 

REPORT  OF  COLON'EL  O.  A.  BREAUX. 

Hkaoouabtkibs  Sbooxd  Brigade,  \ 
Cawp  kkar  C»nrrr  Kivbk,  August  8, 1862.  J 

Lieutenant  L.  D.  Sandidge,  Acting  Assistant 
Adjutant  and  Jtwpector-General : 

Sir:  Colonel  H.  W.Allen,  commander  of  the 
Second  brigade,  Second  division,  having  fallen 
towards  the  close  of  the  action  of  the  fifth  May, 
1862,  it  becomes  my  duty,  as  next  in  command, 
to  make  the  report,  as  far  as  my  knowledge  en- 
abled me  to  do  so.  My  attention  was  exclu- 
•  sively  directed  to  the  action  of  the  Thirtieth 
Louisiana  regiment,  which  I  commanded  until 
the  fall  of  the  Colonel  commanding. 

At  4}£  o'clock  a.  x.,  our  line  was  formed  on 
the  extreme  left  of  the  forces,  in  a  point  of 
woods  adjoining  open  and  cultivated  fields. 
The  ground  was  broken.  Wo  advanced  in 
conjunction  with,  the  entire  line.  As  we  were 


about  passing  out  of  a  little  field,  wv-  •■ 
enemy,  who  at  once  opened  a  brisk  fir-j  i 
which  we  returned  with  gr-od  effe:t.  . ■ 
few  minutes,  they  fled  befluv  us.  v 
ordered  i4  forward."  As  the  extr.-m--  r li- 
the brigade  wart  advancing  on  a  line  i-iriiV. 
a  fence,  behind  which  sharpshooter?  hj  ... 
bush,  harassing  our  flank,  the  Thirr:<-'ji  Lc- 
iana  was  constantly  called  on  tn  >l>i- 
them,  which  it  did  by  occasional 
soon  discovered  that  the  enemy  w.-rv  .l 
siderable  force  behind  a  fence.awair":.*: 
proach,  at  a  point  from  which  th»»y  fir.  1  :. 
line  at  an  angle  of  about  forty-five  de^rr. ». 
faced  the  Thirtieth  regiment  to  them  j-  I  - 
silenced  tlieni  by  a  well  kept  up  ami  -lin.. 
fire.  Meanwhile  the  Fourth  njriiutrit 
Boyd's  battaliou  advanced,  driving,  »V. 
obstacles  before  them.  It  became  sfi* 
that  the  exact  location  of  a  battery  of  it:  i ,. 
planted  in  our  front,  was  not  known,  ttr 
was  too  thick  to  enable  us  to  set-  wtL  1 
however,  advanced,  having  changed  t'.-  i 
tion  of  the  lino  to  the  lef  t.  The  tire  of  :Le  ■ 
my  soon  revealed  its  exact  pusitiun.  an:  :■■ 
charge,  was  sounded.  The  entire  bri^aJ-.- 
vanced  at  a  double-quick,  and  in  =-i  oi 
notwithstanding  the  galling  fire  p-  urrJ  : 
our  lines.  The  gallant  Colonel  A  He..  *l 
bravery  cannot  be  too  much  extulUd.  i*.* 
the  head  of  the  men,  flag  in  hand,  v. 
battery,  and  was  soon  in  possession  of  iw  $ 
surrounded  by  his  men,  while  the  rfchi 
the  infantry  away  by  a  destructive  tin*, 
fortunately,  Colonel  Allen  was  wuua.de<l.:/.! 
shock  was  terrible  among  tlio  men  of  thrift: 
regiment,  whose  confidence  seon>d  t«  :-t 
mainly  on  him,  and  they  withdrew  in  di*-: 
bearing  away  their  wounded  chief.  A:  a  si 
distance  I  rallied  them  partially  on  in- 
formed by  the  regiment,  on  the  ri?hr  ■  f 
brigade,  but  to  no  good,  since  enough  v--Li:i 
bo  gathered  to  push  on  our  advauta^:.  5 
time  previous  to  this  charge,  as  I  infer  fr  -:l 
seeing  him  in  it,  Colonel  S.  B  »y»l  ha  !  r- 
wounded  and  removed  from  the  field.  II  s 
talion,  stri])ped  of  its  influence,  did  :r>t  r 
after  the  first  charge  on  the  battery.  Vrw- 
to  this,  the  troops  had  all  behaved  with  p 
gallantry.  It  now  became  evident  that 
and  thirst  were  overpowering  our  mer; ;  t 
could  scarcely  answer  the  appeals  made  v>  ti 
by  courageous  men.  to  whose  names  justice 
be  done  by  those  who  witnessed  their  c-hk 
throughout,  and  which  I  cannot  give,  ai  I  < 
saw  them  there  for  the  first  time.  At  thi*  1 
a  second  Federal  battery  entered  the  fiel-i 
was  opportunely  met  by  a  section  of  Crc 
Semmes  Confederate  States  battery.  It  aff 
me  pleasure  to  bear  testimony  to"  the  e.-.J 
effective  response  made  by  Captain  Sesame* 
Lieutenant  West,  whom  the  Fourth  and  1 
tieth  Louisiana  regiments  fell  back  to  tar 
in  this  encounter.  After  a  brief  and  quics 
of  the  opposing  batteries,  it  was  found  neve* 
to  withdraw,  and  the  infantry  left  with  it  f 
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lis  time  there  was  no  more  fighting  on  the  left, 
online  into  command  of  the  brigade  at  the  close 
f  the  battle,  and  after  it  became  disorganized,  I 
m.  unable  to  give  auy  particulars  beyond  those 
?nich  refer  to  my  regiment.  I  cannot  close, 
lowever,  without  bearing  witness  to  the  bravery 
ad  gallantry  of  Colonel  Allen,  so  conspicuous 

0  ub  alL 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  A.  Brkaux, 
Colonel,  commanding  Second  Brigade. 

Hkadqujjhkbs  Tnumm  La.  Suxtkr  Rbodcbit,  \ 
In  Camp  inua  Coxttk  Rtvkk.  J 

iAeutenant  L.  D.  Sandidge,  Acting  Assistant 
Adjutant-General : 
8nt :  For  the  action  of  my  regiment  in  gen- 
eral, during  the  battle  of  the  fifth  of  August,  at 
Baton  Rouge,  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  the  report 
circumstances  have  compelled  me  to  make  in 
the  stead  of  Colonel  Allen.  For  troops  who 
had  never  been  under  fire  before,  the  Thirtieth 
.  Louisiana  acted  with  great  bravery  and  gallan- 
try. Conspicuous  among  the  officers  who  dis- 
tinguished themselves,  I  take  pleasure  in  men- 
turning  Captain  Trepagnier,  who  lost  his  life  in 
all  probability,  and  Lieutenant  Dupremont,  of 
Picket  cadets,  who  was  also  wounded.  I  have 
the  satisfaction  of  stating  that  men  and  officers 
were  zealous  in  their  efforts  to  beat  off  a  supe- 
rior force.  The  regiment,  throughout,  rallied 
and  presented  a  good  line  whenever  called  on. 
After  the  partial  disorganization  of  the  brigade, 
which  the  loss  of  its  commander  temporarily 
produced,  and  when  it  became  evident  that  the 
left  must  fall  back,  this  regiment  did  so  in  an 
orderly  manner  and  under  orders. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  A.  Breaux, 
Colonel,  commanding  Thirtieth  Louisiana. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  M.  H.  GOFER. 

Hbadqdabxbs  Sixth  Bjextuckt  Rkjimbtt  Voluxtohs,  ) 
Cowrie  River,  August  7,  1862.  J 

0.  C.  Hubbard,  First  Lieutenant,  and  A.  A.  A. 
General: 

Sir  :  Pursuant  to  circular  order,  iust  received, 

1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report 
of  the  part  taken  by  the  Sixth  regiment  Ken- 
tucky volunteers  in  the  battle  of  the  fifth  in- 
stant, and  the  orders  received  from  the  com- 
manding Generals.  This  regiment  occupied  the 
extreme  left  of  the  First  brigade,  Second  divi- 
sion, Colonel  A.  P.  Thompson  commanding.  At 
a  little  before  daylight  the  troops  were  drawn 
up  in  line,  this  regiment  in  the  open  field,  the 
left  resting  about  two  hundred  yards  to  the 
rigjht  of  a  dense  forest,  in  which  Colonel  Allen's 
brigade  was  formed.  At  daylight  the  command, 
•*  forward/'  was  given  by  General  Ruggles,  and 
we  moved  forward  a  short  distance  and  halted 
by  the  order  of  the  same  officer,  who  was  pres- 


ent in  person.  We  were  very  soon  ordered 
forward  again,  when  we  moved,  encountering 
rough  ground,  hedges,  fences,  ditches,  and  a 
luxuriant  growth  of  weeds  and  grass,  altogether 
rendering  even  tolerable  alignment  and  steady 
marching  impossible.  Passing  on  over  this 
character  of  ground  for  nearly  one  mile,  the 
enemy's  skirmishers  fired  on  us,  doing  no  in- 
jury, but  falling  back  as  we  advanced,  until  we 
arrived  immediately  in  front  of  the  enemy's 
camp.  Here  he  engaged  us  warmly  from  a 
strong  position  in  a  heavy  forest,  but  charging 
forward  we  drove  him  from  his  position,  and 
my  regiment  passed  nearly  through  the  camp, 
when  we  observed  a  battery  on  our  left,  say 
one  hundred  yards,  and  a  little  in  front  This 
battery  was  nearly  silenced  by  an  oblique  fire 
from  my  left  wing,  and  would  have  been  easily 
taken  but  for  the  fact  that  the  right  of  the  bri- 
gade was  retiring.  Seeing  no  cause  for  the 
retreat  on  account  of  any  movement  or  fire  of 
the  enemy,  my  regiment  was  ordered  back,  pre- 
suming the  brigade  was  ordered  to  retire,  which 
I  since  learned  to  have  been  the  case.  This 
retreat  enabled  the  enemy  to  regain  his  battery, 
which  he  did  promptly,  and  opened  a  furious 
fire  with  grape,  canister,  and  snrapnell,  on  our 
flank.  From  the  nearness  of  the  guns,  he  did 
no  serious  damage.  We  continued  to  move  to 
the  rear  some  two  hundred  yards,  when  we 
re-formed  and  returned  to  a  fence  in  front  of  a 
graveyard,  where  we  halted  and  opened  fire  on 
the  enemy  who  had  re-formed  and  reoccupied 
his  original  position,  from  which  we  had  just 
driven  him.  This  position  both  parties  held 
with  great  stubbornness,  and  an  almost  inces- 
sant fire  was  kept  up  for  one  hour.  At  this 
place  I  sustained  nearly  all  the  loss  of  the  day. 
My  position  was  very  much  exposed  during 
this  time,  having  no  shelter  but  a  thin  picket- 
fence,  and  being  on  ground  elevated  some  eigh- 
teen inches  above  any  ground  in  front  between 
my  line  and  the  enemy.  This  position  was 
maintained  until  an  order  to  charge  was  given, 
and  the  enemy  driven  under  his  gunboats,  when 
the  regiment  returned  with  the  brigade  to  camp, 
having  sustained  a  loss  of  five  killed  and  sev- 
enty-three wounded,  several  mortally.  I  can- 
not allow  this  opportunity  to  pass  without  re- 
turning my  thanks  to  the  officers  and  men  of 
the  regiment  for  the  gallant  manner  in  which 
they  bore  themselves  during  the  whole  engage- 
ment. From  a  want  of  commissioned  officers,  I 
caused  the  eight  companies  of  the  regiment  to 
be  consolidated  into  four  companies,  placed 
respectively  under  Captains  Isaac  Smith,  Utter- 
back,  and  Thomas  G.  Page,  and  First  Lieutenant 
Frank  Harned.  It  is  proper  for  me  to  say  that 
I  was  not  in  the  last  charge,  having  been  car- 
ried off  the  field  too  much  exhausted  and  over- 
come to  be  able  to  go  forward. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

M.  H.  Cotxr, 
Colonel,  commanding  Sixth  Kwitocky  Bigtmsjit. 
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REPORT  OF  COLONEL  CBOBSLAND. 

PKAPQITART^Bfl  SEVENTH  KSIVTBCKT  RiBQIMnT,  \ 

August  7,  186*.  { 
Lieutenant  G.  C.  Hubbard,  A.  A.  A.  General: 

Lieutevaxt  :  In  obedience  to  an  order  from 
your  officer,  I  return  the  following  statements  of 
the  action  of  my  regiment  in  the  battle  at 
Baton  Rouge,  on  the  fifth.  The  brigade  was 
formed  in  an  open  field,  and  ordered  to  **  march 
forward."  My  regiment  crossed  a  lawn  into  a 
field,  and  received  a  fire  from  the  enemy's  skir- 
mishers, when  we  were  ordered  to  charge.  The 
skirmishers  were  routed  and  the  regiment  halt- 
ed in  a  pea  patch  and  ordered  to  lie  down.  Here 
we  received  a  heavy  fire,  wounding  three  men. 
We  were  again  ordered  to  forward  aud  to 
charge,  which  order  was  executed  in  gallant 
style.  Passing  over  the  ground  occupied  by  the 
enemy,  we  saw  the  bodies  of  two  dead  and 
three  wounded.  Another  charge  brought  us  into 
a  road  near  the  enemy's  camp,  through  which 
we  charged,  and  were  halted  and  ordered  to  fall 
back  by  Captain  Buckner,  of  General  Breckin- 
ridge's 6taff,  who  received  the  order  from  Gen- 
eral Clark,  which  would  have  been  done  in  or- 
der, but  for  a  regiment  in  advance  of  our  right, 
which  broke  in  wild  confusion  through  my  reg- 
iment, which  caught  the  panic  and  retired  dis- 
orderly for  a  short  distance.  Aided,  however, 
by  the  coolness  of  my  company  officers  and  Ad- 
jutant, I  succeeded  promptly  in  rallying  and  re- 
forming them  in  front  of  the  road.  Colonel 
Thompson  ordered  me  to  fall  back  to  the  road, 
where  we  opened  fire  on  the  enemy,  then  ad- 
vancing from  their  camps,  and  kept  it  up  briskly 
for  an  hour.  The  energy  advanced  cautiously 
from  their  camp,  under  cover  of  a  grove  of  tim- 
ber, with  the  evident  intention  of  turning  our  left 
flank.  I  saw  two  lines  of  infantry,  with  cavalry 
in  the  rear.  They  charged,  and  the  Thirty-filth 
Alabama  regiment  opened  and  kept  up  a  hot 
fire  from  our  left,  which  broke  the  enemy's 
lines,  and  they  retired  in  confusion.  Our  ammu- 
nition was  nearly  exhausted,  the  wagons  not 
having  come  up.  Geueral  Breckinridge  came 
up  on  our  right,  and  I  reported  the  want  of 
ammunition  to  him,  and  he  ordered  mo  to  charge 
the  camp  with  my  regiment  and  the  Third  Ken- 
tucky. We  went  through  the  camp  and  were 
halted  by  Captain  Buckner,  and  ordered  to  re- 
tire, which  was  done  in  good  order.  Captain 
Buckner,  by  order  of  General  Breckinridge,  or- 
dered my  regiment  to  remain  and  support  a  sec- 
tion of  Semmes'  battery,  which  was  posted  and 
remained  to  protect  those  engaged  in  recovery 
of  the  wonnded  and  retreat  of  the  stragglers. 
Captain  Wess  Jetton,  with  five  men,  was  sent 
back  to  fire  the  camps.  A  cloud  of  smoke  soon 
told  that  his  mission  of  destruction  had  been 
faithfully  executed.  He  reports  the  burning  of 
large  quantities  of  commissary  stores  and  quar- 
termaster stores,  together  with  numerous  boxes 
of  guns  and  valuable  camp  equipage.  With  a 
single  exception,  the  officers  bore  themselves 
gallantly,  and  too  much  caxmot  be  said  in  praise 


of  the  conduct  of  the  men.  Our  infirmary  ccrj 
kept  close  at  our  heels,  and  promptly  ream 
and  took  care  of  the  wounded. 

I  beg  to  mention  the  gallant  conduct  of ) 
seph  Rollins,  our  color-bearer. 

Edward  Crosslastj. 
Oulonel,  commanding  Seventh  Kraluur  S^aati 

REPORT  OF  LIECTENANT-COLONEL  S.  E.  HVXTU 
Caxt  mt  C'  KVL 

Colonel  G.  A.  Breaiuc  : 

Sir  :  At  nine  o'clock  p.  m.,  of  thr  f<nra 
stant,  pursuant  to  orders,  I  marched  the  F 
Louisiana  regiment,  left  in  front,  troj  1 
place  in  the  direction  of  Baton  Rouse.  ; 
before  daylight  I  was  ordered  to  bait  ir. 
open  field.  Only  a  few  minutes  etar-pod  W 
firing  began  between  our  pickets  aiM  r  -  * 
the  enemy.  We  were  then  ordered  to  fill » 
behind  a  hedge,  where  we  remainr-d  a  * 
short  while,  when  we  recrossud  the  h-:-:  jo 
marched  by  the  left  flank  through  a  x  ir 
strip  of  wood  to  a  field,  enclosed  by  a  thick 
impassable  hedge  fence.  Here  we  f ^nc"-i 
line  of  battle,  and  were  joined  by  the  Tcnuz 
of  the  brigade.  The  word  ""fur war!" 
given,  and  all  moved  off  in  gallant  stylt. 
had  not  proceeded  far  when  we  received  & 
sultorv  fire  from  the  enemy,  which  was  proa 
and  effectively  returned,  causing  the  e:.i-n:; 
retire.  The  advance  continued,  with 
firing,  until  we  reached  an  open  field  on  t-rj 
Here  the  enemy  was  discovered  in  coimii.r 
force  in  front  and  to  tho  left.  We  were  mar: 
by  the  left  flank  until  our  brigade  had  n* 
cleared  the  woods,  when  we  filed  to  thr 
The  Fourth  Louisiana  had  thus  filed  exrev 
to  meet  the  enemy  at  right  angles  to  our : 
inal  line,  when  a  battery  opened  on  us  :  • 
right  and  in  front  of  the*  original  line.  Tit 
der  was  given  to  charge  this  battery,  which 
done  in  gallant  style,  the  brigade  being  i:i  a  i 
of  wedge-shape,  gradually  assuming  a  lim-a 
approached  the  batter  v.  A  heavy  and  gal! 
fire  was  kept  up  on  us  by  the  enemy,  who  « 
concealed  in  the  rear  of  the  battery.  W 
within  a  few  paces  of  the  guns  of  the  en? 
Colonel  Allen,  who  was  in  front,  bearing  uV 
ore  of  one  battalion  of  the  brigade,  was  ktu 
wounded,  and  fell  from  his  horse.  Seeing  i 
fall  the  line  faltered,  and  finally  gave  way. 
troops  on  the  right  and  centre  giving  way  i 
The  brigade  retired  in  confusion  acros* 
field,  through  which  it  had  so  gallantly 
vanced.  Here,  after  some  little  delay,  my  r 
ment  was  re-formed  aud  remained  so  far  « 
time.  No  order  to  advance  was  given.  A 
tion  of  Semmes'  battery  came  up  and  prep 
for  action  on  our  right  and  the  left  of  the 
gadc.  We  were  ordered  to  form  in  its  iw 
support  it  After  great  exertion  a  line  was 
tially  formed,  but  at  this  point  the  enemy's 
tillery  opened  on  us  at  short  range.  Tbe  ri 
again  gave  way,  followed  rapidly  by  the  ▼! 
line.   The  troops,  exhausted  by  fatigue  aod 
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^ing  for  water,  were  thrown  into  utter  confusion, 
="*nd  all  attempts  to  rally  them  were  fruitless. 
1  "From  tliis  time  no  more  fighting  was  done  by 
"  ^our  brigade. 

I  would  not  close  this  report  without  men- 
)  tioning  among  the  names  of  those  among  my 
"  officers  who  were  conspicuous  for  gallantry  on 
-  the  field,  Lieutenant  Corkern,  who  was  in  com- 
mand of  Company  B;  Lieutenant  Jeter,  Com- 
'pany  F;  Sergeant-Major  Daniels,  and  Adjutant 
Clark.   I  hear  of  others  who  distinguished 
themselves,  but  only  these  came  under  my  espe- 
oial  observation. 

Respectfully  submi  tted , 

S.  E.  Hunter, 
Lieutenant-Colonel ,  commanding  Fourth  Louisiana. 

REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT-COLONEL  TOM  SHIELDS. 

In  tot  FIbld,  Angiet  7, 1862. 

Lieutenant  L.  D.  Sandidge,  C.  S.  A.,  A.  A.  A. 
and  Inspector-General : 
Sib:  For  the  information  of  Brigadier-Gene- 
xal  Ruggles.  commanding  Second  division,  I  beg 
leave  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  oper- 
'■  ations  of  the  detachment  under  my  command,  in 
the  battle  of  Baton  Rouge : 

In  obedience  to  orders,  I  proceeded,  with  a 
:  section  of  Scmraes'  Confederate  States  artillery, 

■  under  command  of  T.  K.  Fauntleroy,  two  com- 

■  panies  of  infantry  (company  E,  Sumter  Thirtieth 
:  Louisiana  regiment,  Captain  Roger  T.  Boyle, 

and  Beaver  Creek  rifles,  Captain  Amicker),  and 
one  company  of  mounted  partisan  rangers,  Cap- 
tain Beckham,  the  whole  numbering  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty,  rank  and  file,  at  about  four 
and  a  half  p.  m.,  the  fourth  inst,  to  take  position 
on  the  Clinton  plank  road,  there  to  engage  the 
enemy,  supposed  to  be  posted,  with  a  battery 
of  artillery,  at  the  junction  of  that  aud  the 
Bayou  Sara  road.  After  a  fatiguing  night's 
march,  we  reached  that  desired  point  just  at 
dawn  of  day  of  fifth  inst,  prepared  to  execute 
orders  at  the  given  signal — the  firing  of  small 
arms  by  the  main  body  on  my  left  Exactly  at 
four  and  a  half  a.  m.,  the  sound  of  musketry 
being  distinctly  audible,  I  ordered  the  advance, 
at  double-quick,  of  the  entire  command,  having 
previously  dismounted  the  rangers,  with  a  view 
to  greater  efficiency.  The  enemy's  pickets  fled 
precipitately  at  our  approach,  leaving  accoutre- 
ments and  equipments  hanging  to  the  posts  and 
walls  of  the  house  where  they  were  stationed, 
and  on  the  trees  immediately  around  it,  and 
sought  shelter  in  the  woods  to  the  right  of  the 
Bayou  Sara  road,  gaining  which  they  fired  one 
feeble  volley,  but  immediately  retreated  in  con- 
fusion in  the  direction  of  the  arsenal.  The  in- 
fantry was  now  posted  in  a  corn-field  on  the 
right  of  a  street  leading  to  a  Federal  camp,  with 
instructions  to  advance  closely  in  support  of  the 
artillery,  which  was  placed  at  the  same  time  in 
raking  position  at  the  head  of  the  same  street. 
The  enemy  here  appeared  in  force,  two  regi- 
ments of  infantry  disputing  our  further  advance. 
The  artillery  opening  obliquely  on  the  camp, 
enabled  us,  by  its  well-directed  fire,  to  advance 
within  two  hundred  and  fifty  feet  of  the  camps 


of  the  Fourteenth  Maine  regiment  (judged  to  be 
so  by  papers,  etc.,  found  subsequently  in  the 
tents) ;  again  opening  a  rapid  fire  of  artillery  in 
the  direction  of  this  camp,  we  maintained  our 
position  until  the  infantry,  suffering  before  the 
overwhelming  numbers  of  the  enemy,  were 
compelled  to  fall  back,  and  some  four  horses  of 
the  section  becoming  unmanageable  and  un- 
serviceable from  wounds  received,  I  consented 
to  the  withdrawal  of  the  section  to  the  junction 
of  the  roads  above  mentioned,  there  to  await 
reinforcements  from  the  main  body,  then  seen 
to  be  advancing  in  our  direction.  In  this  new 
position  we  were  unfortunately"  taken  for  the 
enemy,  and  fired  upon,  but  luckily  without 
casualty  of  any  kind.  Disengaging  the  disabled 
horses,  and  supplying  their  places  with  others, 
the  section  was  again  placed  in  position,  where 
it  was  kept  until  the  termination  of  the  engage- 
ment The  infantry  force  under  my  command 
was  attached,  by  order,  to  the  Twenty-second 
Mississippi  regiment  on  the  arrival  of  that  regi- 
ment in  the  field,  leaving  me  with  the  artillery, 
where  I  remained  until  relieved  by  one  of  the 
staff  of  Major-General  Breckinridge,  upon  the 
withdrawal  of  the  army.  I  cannot  speak  too 
highly  of  the  conduct  of  the  men  of  the  com- 
mand, artillery  and  infantry,  and  beg  to  com- 
mend to  favorable  notice  the  officers  of  company 
E,  Sumter  regiment  (Thirtieth  Louisiana),  Cap- 
tain Boyle,  Lieutenant  H.  C.  Wright,  D.  C. 
Byerly,  and  William  B.  Chippendall,  for  gallant 
behavior.  To  Lieutenant  T.  K.  Fauntleroy, 
commanding  section  of  artillery,  I  am  indebted 
for  valuable  services ;  his  conduct  throughout 
boine  marked  with  coolness  and  decision,  and 
worthy  of  the  highest  praise.  His  artillery,  as 
efficient  as  it  was,  would  have  been  more  so  but 
for  the  inferiority  of  the  friction  primers,  nine 
out  of  ten  of  which  proving  worthless,  rendering 
the  working  of  the  pieces,  at  times,  difficult  and 
unsatisfactory.  Of  the  casualties,  I  have  to 
mention  the  following:  In  the  Beaver  Creek 
Rifles,  Lieutenant  Amicker,  severely  wounded 
in  the  shoulder ;  Sergeant  Wilson,  wounded  in 
the  hand,  slightly;  private  J.  L.  Perryman,  in 
the  back,  dangerously.  In  Fauntleroy's  section 
of  artillerv,  Sergeant  Bellum,  severely  wounded, 
and  four  horses  killed.  In  conclusion,  I  have  to 
state  that  my  object  was  to  obey  to  the  letter 
instructions  received,  and  every  effort  was  made 
on  my  part  to  that  end,  and  but  for  the  inade- 
quacy of  my  force,  I  believe  more  important 
results  could  have  been  obtained.  I  hope  what 
we  have  been  able  to  accomplish  may  meet  the 
approval  of  the  General  commanding. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Ton  Shields. 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  Sumter  Thirtieth  Louisiana  regiment, 
commanding  detachment. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  J.  H.  ROBERTSON. 

Hbadqcabsbbs  Tmrrr-nnH  Ala.  Vols.  ) 

Camp  on  Conns  Rim,  La..  V 
August  8, 18*2.  J 

Captain  L.  D.  Sandidge,  A.  A.  A.  General  Sec- 
ond Division: 
I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report 
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of  the  part  taken  in  the  action  of  the  fifth  in- 
stant, by  the  Thirty-fifth  regiment  of  Alabama 
volunteers,  up  t«>  the  moment  I  was  relieved  of 
the  command  of  the  regiment  by  assuming  com- 
mand of  the  brigade.  Before  leaving  the 
Comite  River,  I  deemed  it  advisable  to  consoli- 
date certain  companies  in  which  there  were  but 
few  men,  and  in  two  instances  no  commissioned 
officer,  the  regiment  having  been  decimated  by 
sickness,  and  accordingly  divided  the  regiraeut, 
only  one  Jiundred  and  eighty-five  strong,  rank 
ana  file,  into  four  companies,  placing  them  in 
command  of  the  following  officers,  from  right  to 
left,  in  the  order  named:  Captain  8.  S.  Ives, 
Lieutenant  Thomas  E.  Ellctt,  Captain  John  S. 
Dickson,  and  Lieutenant  S.  D.  Stewart  The 
regiment  thus  organized,  occupied  the  left  cen- 
tre of  the  brigade,  and  kept  this  position  during 
the  action,  passing  immediately  to  the  front  of 
the  line  first  formed  on  the  common,  over  and 
tlirough  many  obstacles,  to  a  position  near  the 
river,  when  the  fight  ended.  The  regiment 
never  having  been  under  fire,  much  anxiety  was 
felt,  by  both  myself  and  the  brigade  commander, 
as  to  the  probable  effect  upon  the  men  of  a  close 
fire  of  musketry.  I  am  highly  gratified  to  say 
that  never  once  did  the  regiment,  men  or  officers, 
falter ;  but  when  ordered  to  charge  did,  on  three 
occasions,  bear  themselves  most  gallantly,  and 
once  obstinately  held,  for  an  hour,  a  position  ex- 
posed to  a  fire  from  overwhelming  numbers.  On 
reaching  the  first  encampment  of  the  enemy,  iu 
the  third  charge  made  by  the  brigade,  this  regi- 
ment passed  entirely  through  the  camp,  driving 
the  enemy  before  them,  when,  on  looking  to  the 
right  and  rear,  I  found  my  command  was  not 
supported,  but  the  right  whig  was  falling  back 
to  cover.  Receiving  no  order,  and  fearing  the 
enemy  would  attempt  to  flank  the  left  wing,  I 
immediately  ordered  the  regiment  to  retire,  be- 
ing followed  in  the  movement  by  the  Fifth  Ken- 
tucky on  the  left,  and  formed  line  of  battle  on 
the  right  of  the  cemetery  in  which  the  Sixth 
Kentucky  was  formed.  The  regiments  were 
immediately  moved  forward,  and  checked  the 
advancing  enemy  by  heavy  firing.  Being  called 
to  command  the  brigade,  I,  at  this  time,  turned 
over  the  regiment  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Good- 
win, who  reports  its  further  action.  I  desire  to 
say  that  I  am  greatly  indebted  to  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  E.  Goodwin,  my  only  associate  field 
officer,  for  the  coolness  and  gallantry  displayed 
by  him  during  the  action.  The  officers  com- 
manding the  companies  were  conspicuous  for 
coolness  and  courage.  Dr.  J.  F.  Delany,  a  private 
of  Company  D,  was  detailed  to  act  as  Assistant 
Surgeon,  during  the  action,  and  deserves  partic- 
ular mention,  he  being  up  with  the  regiment  at 
all  times,  caring  for  the  wounded  and  encourag- 
ing the  men.  I  respectfully  ask  that  Dr.  Delany 
be  discharged,  that  I  may  contract  with  him  as 
Assistant  Surgeon. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  H.  Robertson, 
Colonel,  Thirty-fifth  Regiment  Alabama  Volunteer*. 


Atutos:  i .  lvit  ] 

Captain  L.  D.  Sandidge,  A.  A.  A.  ft** 
Second  Division  : 
Captain  :  Colonel  Robertson  desires  m«  vn 
that  he  wishes  to  amend  his  brigade  Tf-vr. 
stating  that  Major  John  Throckuiurton.  A.Q. 
rendered  very  efficient  service  in  taking  :ff 
wounded  from  the  field,  showing  gTeai  irji 
ness  of  personal  danger  in  the  discharge  i 
duties. 

G.  C.  Hubbard. 

A.  A. L  to 

REPORT  OF  LIEU  TEN  ANT<X)IX)NTL  GOODVTf. 

Headquarters  THiRrr-nKm  Regixcxt  alii&ia  T-rj.. 
Cascp  oar  Goiote  Kivu,  August  7. 

Lieutenant  Geo.  C.  Hubbard.  A.  A.  AG.} 
Regiment,  Second  Division : 

Lieutenant  :  Colonel  J.  W.  Robert**,  ■ 
had  so  gallantly  led  on  the  Thirty-fifih  Alib 
in  two  separate  charges,  having  beea  calk-, 
the  command  of  the  brigade,  Cnlunel  1 
Thompson  having  been  seriously  w..c 
while  cheering  on  his  men,  the  cuinuunio: 
Thirty-fifth  Alabama  was  handed  over  to  d- 

I  held  the  position  which  we  were  nrdtn 
maintain,  by  Colonel  J.  W.  Robert* .<u.  h  I 
of  the  enemy's  encampments,  for  more  tin: 
hour,  all  the  while  under  the  most  galling  Of 
the  enemy.  I  learned  that  the  eneiuf.  \ 
infantry  and  cavalry,  were  drawn  up  i.ri  lb 
battle  on  my  left,  at*  if  preparing  to  chare?  < 
line  on  the  right.  I,  t  hero  fore,  directed 
command  to  fire  upon  them,  when,  alter  "J 
well-directed  volleys,  the  enemy  fltd  pre 
tately.  A  charge  was  immediately  oHt-rel 
Major-General  Breckinridge.  We  prompt 
plied  to  the  command,  driving  the  enemj: 
their  encampments,  under  cover  of  their  ■ 
boats,  when  the  order  was  given  to  fall  bad 
ammunition. 

I  desire  especially  to  call  attention  to  th* 
and  daring  of  the  men,  both  officers  ati 
vates,  under  mv  command — the  h&:  vis 
having  been  made  without  a  round  of  cunn: 
on  hand. 

Very  respectfully, 

Edward  Gtx>dto. 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  commanding  Thirty  -fifth  Be&mswl  j 
ma  Volunteers. 

REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  J.  H.  BOW3US. 

HZADQUAJCTZKB  THIRD  KeCIVCTT  RKB01 

August  7, Mfi 

Charge  C.  Hubbard,  Lieutenant  and  A  A 

Gteneral: 

Lieutenant  :  In  obedience  to  an  order  I 
your  office,  I  return  the  following  gtatemti 
the  action  of  the  Third  Kentucky  regimei 
the  battle  of  Baton  Rouge,  on  the  fifth : 

The  brigade  was  formed  in  an  open  firU 
Third  Kentucky  regiment  on  the  right  flack 
ordered  to  march  forward.  The  Third  cm 
a  lawn  into  a  field,  received  a  fire  from  the 
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s  skirmishers,  when  we  were  ordered  to 
rge.  The  skirmishers  were  routed,  and  the 
iment  halted  in  a  "  pea  patch,"  and  ordered 
lie  down  here.  We  received  a  heavy  fire, 
ing  one  man  and  wounding  five  men.  We 
re  again  ordered  forward  and  to  charge,  which 
er  was  executed  in  gallant  style.  Passing 
t  the  ground  occupied  by  the  enemy,  we 
r  the  bodies  of  a  few  dead  of  our  enemy. 
3ther  charge  brought  us  into  a  road  near  the 
my's  camp,  thro  ugh  which  we  charged  and 
ted,  and  remained  for  some  time  ;  and  seeing 
t  our  line,  to  the  left,  was  not  up  on  line  with 
I  placed  Captain  Edwards  in  command  lem- 
urily,  until  I  went  to  the  rear  to  see  where 
brm  the  line,  with  instructions  to  remain  in 
ition  until  I  could  return.  After  obtaining 
necessary  information,  I  started  on  my  re- 

0,  with  the  regiment  falling  back  in  good 
er.  When  I  demanded  to  know  why  the 
iment  was  doing  so,  I  was  informed  it  was 
order  of  Brigadier-General  Clark.  I  then 
imed  command  and  formed  on  line  with  the 
jade.  Soon  Colonel  Thompson  ordered  me 
Gall  back  to  a  cut  in  the  road,  which  order 
i  promptly  executed.  We  remained  in  this 
ition  for  nearly  one  hour,  firing  nearly  thirty 
nds  of  ammunition  at  the  enemy,  at  times  they 
ig  in  short  range  of  our  rifles.  The  regi- 
lt  was  then  ordered  to  charge  forward,  by 
juel  Crossland,  which  order  was  promptly 
cuted,  and  again  we  passed  through  their 
ampment,  and  were  ordered  to  fall  back, 
ich  order  was  executed  without  any  confu- 
1  or  excitement    Without  a  single  excep- 

1,  the  officers  of  the  regiment  bore  themselves 
antly,  and  too  much  cannot  be  said  in  praise 
he  conduct  of  the  men.  Our  infirmary  corps 
►t  close  on  our  heels,  and  promptly  removed 

took  care  of  our  wounded. 

J.  H.  Bowman, 
Captain,  commanding  Third  Kentucky  regiment. 

REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  TOM  BTNUM. 

DQOABXXB8  BATTALION  OF  ISfFAHTBY  OF  8rJCWART>B  LWHOW,  ) 

Cowte  Bridge,  August  8, 1802.  J 
otain  Morrison,  A.  A.  A.  G.  Second Brigade : 
Iir  :  I  herewith  submit  the  report  of  the 
ticipation  of  this  battalion,  under  command 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Sam  Boyd,  in  the  action 
the  fifth  inst  Its  force  consisted  of  the  fol- 
ing :  one  field,  three  staff,  and  nine  company 
cers,  and  one  hundred  and  ninety  enlisted 
a.  They  composed  the  centre  of  Colonel 
8n's  brigade,  the  Thirtieth  Louisiana  regi- 
at,  Colonel  Breaux,  on  the  right,  and  the 
irth  Louisiana  regiment,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
nter,  on  the  left.  The  line  of  battle  was 
ned  in  the  woods  back  and  leftward  of  the 
idence  of  Captain  E.  W.  Robinson,  and  about 
de-fourths  of  a  mile  to  the  rear  of  a  central 
tion  of  Baton  Rouge.  As  soon  as  the  line 
i  formed,  it  was  put  in  forward  motion,  feel- 
its  way  slowly  through  tall  weeds,  in  the 
niing's  haze,  for  the  enemy's  first  line  of 


force.  Marching  straight  to  the  front  through 
briers,  hedges,  and  over  picket  fences,  the  bri- 
gade was  halted  in  the  face  of  a  line  of  the  foe 
drawn  up  to  receive  us,  and  after  giving  them 
two  well-directed  volleys,  charged  upon  them, 
when  they  fled.  The  brigade  having  paused  a 
few  moments,  resumed  its  line  as  well  as  the 
nature  of  the  undergrowth  would  permit,  and 
marched  some  two  or  three  hundred  yards  for- 
ward in  a  left  oblique  direction.  Receiving 
reports  of  a  battery  of  the  enemy  supported  by 
a  regiment  right  on  our  front,  about  a  hundred 
and  fifty  yards  distant,  our  commander,  after 
calling  for  three  cheers  for  the  Confederacy, 
ordered  us  to  charge.  Alarmed  at  our  shouts 
and  dash,  the  enemy  broke,  taking  off  their 
battery,  but  leaving  heaps  of  slain  and  wounded. 
It  was  here  that  Captain  Chinn  fell,  from  a  wound 
in  the  leg,  while  gallantly  responding,  at  the 
head  of  his  company,  to  Colonel  Attend  orders. 
Resuming  our  course,  we  soon  found  ourselves 
upon  the  edge  of  an  old  field,  on  the  opposite 
side  of  which  is  the  Benton  Ferry  road,  and  the 
enclosure  of  the  race  track.  Square  in  our  front 
was  posted,  along  the  roadside,  a  number  of  the 
enemy's  skirmishers  or  sharpshooters,  and  to 
their  left  a  battery  was  planted  at  the  mouth  of 
a  street  in  front  of  the  outskirts  of  the  corpora- 
tion of  Baton  Rouge.  A  regiment  (the  Sixth 
Michigan)  supported  the  battery,  and  its  men 
were  placed  behind  the  fences  and  houses  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Hockney's.  Colonel  Allen, 
taking  the  colors  of  his  command  in  his  hand, 
rapidly  drew  up  his  command  in  line,  which,  at 
his  call  and  example,  rushed,  under  a  galling  fire 
of  grape,  canister,  and  Minnie,  across  the  field. 
There  was  not  a  shrub,  even  as  a  screen,  upon 
it,  and  over  the  three  hundred  yards  of  that 
open  space  the  foe  sent  many  a  missile  of  death 
and  shaft  of  anguish  within  a  hundred  yards  of 
the  cannon. 

Lieutenant  Causey,  of  Buffington's  company, 
and  commanding  it,  fell,  shot  through  the  brain. 
No  victim  in  this  great  struggle  against  fanati- 
cism and  the  principles  of  rapine  and  spolia- 
tion, leaves  to  his  family  and  friends  a  brighter 
memory  for  chivalrous  courage  and  unsullied 

Eatriotism.  A  few  yards  further  on  Lieutenant- 
olonel  Boyd  fell,  shot  through  the  arm,  and 
was  borne  off  the  field.  In  a  moment  or  so 
after  the  enemy  retreated,  leaving  two  cannon 
and  a  Lieutenant,  and  eight  or  ten  prisoners  in 
our  hands.  In  passing  beyond  the  fence  enclos- 
ing Turner's  house,  and  getting  partially  into 
the  street,  the  gallant  leader  fell,  helpless,  from 
his  horse  into  the  arms  of  his  trusty  soldiers, 
and  was  by  them  carried  from  the  field.  His 
fall  was  peculiarly  unfortunate.  It  completely 
paralyzed  his  old  regiment  (the  Fourth,  at  whose 
head  he  was]  even  in  that  moment  of  victory 
Notwithstanding  his  repeated  shouts  to  go  for 
ward,  it  became  confused  and  huddled  up,  lost 
in  a  maze  of  stolidity  and  dismay.  At  this  criti 
cal  moment  the  undersigned  first  became  ap 
prised,  by  Colonel  Breaux,  now  commanding 
the  brigade,  that  it  was  his  duty  to  assume 
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command  of  this  battalion.  With  serious  mis- 
givings in  his  capacity  in  this  emergency,  and 
sorrow  felt  at  the  necessity,  he  arrived  to  do  his 
best  in  seconding  the  gallant  fearlessness  and 
conspicuous  example  of  the  commanding  officer, 
to  save  his  troops  from  a  panic  and  to  rally 
them  into  line.  His  efforts  were  supported  by 
the  daring  courage  of  Lieutenant  Barrow,  com- 
manding Captain  Chinn's  company,  by  the  ener- 
gy of  Lieutenant  Burnett,  Captain  Bynum's  com- 
pany, and  by  the  cool  and  noble  example  of 
Lieu  tenant  Brown,  of  the  same  company.  A 
partial  succesB  only  rewarded  their  exertions. 
We  were  saved  a  panic,  but  the  annoying  fire 
from  the  enemy's  sharpshooters  left  them  no 
other  alternative  but  to  fall  back  across  the 
field  to  the  shelter  of  the  woods.  Here  another 
effort  was  made  to  rally  the  brigade  into  line, 
now  massed  confusedly.  The  commanding  offi- 
cer employed  every  incentive  and  expedient 
that  courage  could  suggest,  but  with  haggard 
results.  The  men  made  no  response  to  his  ap- 
peals. Thoy  were  not  cowed  or  panic-stricken ; 
they  were  simply  exhausted,  nopelessly  ex- 
hausted, and  seemed  to  be  staggering  under  the 
half  of  that  last  ounce  which  breaks  the  camel's 
back  of  endurance.  Having  been  under  arms 
for  more  than  sixteen  hours ;  having  neither 
supper,  breakfast,  nor  sleep ;  having  marched 
over  twelve  miles,  and  having  gone  through 
four  hours  lighting,  is  it  a  matter  of  surprise  or 
for  blame  that  thoy  paid  but  little  heed  to  the 
rallying  cries  of  their  leaders  ?  Their  conduct 
was,  however,  only  in  accordance  with  the  ex- 
ample of  troops  who  had  been  under  fire,  and 
were  reported  veterans.  Many  vicissitudes  of 
this  battle  must  remain  unnoticed.  The  under- 
signed was  not  called  to  command  till  a  late 
hour,  and  many  events,  doubtless,  noted  by  the 
experienced  eye  of  Colonel  Boyd,  must  be  nn- 
chronicled  because  of  his  absence.  While  Col- 
onel Boyd  was  in  command,  his  promptitude 
and  courage  ably  sustained  the  policy  of  Col- 
onel Allen.  His  Adjutant,  Lieutenant  Breeden, 
was  conspicuous  for  daring  devotion  to  duty 
throughout  the  trials  of  the  day.  The  men 
generally  behaved  with  coolness  and  courage. 


Upon  returning  to  headquarter*,  TC? 
Creek  bridge,  the  undersigned  w;is  rtl>.T-i 
his  command  by  Lieutenant  Barrow. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant. 
Ton.  Btnti. 
Captain,  commanding  Battalion  Infantry.  Si  fjii'ji 

REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  a  T. 

Is  Gamp,  nu  Bit--*  Rp-a 

Sir  :  T  was  ordered  to  take  part  in  th-  i. 
of  the  fifth  instant,  which  I  did.  My  mei. 
haved  well.  The  officers,  Lieutenants  J 
M.  Barnes  and  J.  A.  West,  acted  with  p 
coolness  and  bravery,  at  times  firir:?  1 
pieces  personally.  Lieutenant  T.  F.  F.ua!l 
was  detached  with  a  section,  and  I  did  is-* 
him  during  the  action.  The  casualrie*  ' 
five  men  killed,  five  severely  wounded, 
slightly  wounded  ;  nine  horses  killed, two*1 
wounded,  two  missing ;  one  caisson  explode 
an  enemy's  shell,  the  rear  carriage  of  mk 
rendered' worthless,  and  left  on  the  fieM.  ] 
sets  of  harness  lost.  I  fired  two  hca 
rounds  of  smooth  bore  six-pounder  xbf 
tion,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  rounds d 
pounder  rifled.  Dr.  Lewis.  A.  8.,  C.  f.  i, 
dered  efficient  Bervice  to  my  wounded  oa 
field.         I  am,  sir,  respectful]  v. 

O.  T".  Smnus. 

Captain,  commanding  C.  8.  LifhJ  Jaat 

At  4)£  o'clock  p.  ii.  of  the  fifth  insta 
took  position  between  Colonel  Alleys 
Colonel  Thompson's  brigades,  filling  »  vaa 
of  some  eighty  yards,  moved  forward  witb 
infantry  line  halt  a  mile,  opened  fire  on  at 
my  s  battery,  driving  them  back,  moved  t.< 
right  of  the  Second  division,  General  Re: 
commanding,  when  I  opened  on  a  batterj i 
effect,  at  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  n 
then  occupied  my  first  position,  opeuitig  < 
column  of  infantry,  doi ne  much  executive 
ordered  to  the  support  ofCoIonel  Allen's  brig 
I  took  position  on  its  right  and  silenoad* 
tery.  This  was  my  last  firing,  after  which] 
joined  the  main  forces.  0.  T.  i 
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and  Soldiers  mentioned  in  the  Report  of 
Brigadier-  General  Buggies : 

tel  A.  P.  Thompson  and  Colonel  EL  Wat 
gade  commanders,  both  Beverely  wound- 
'th  Kentucky  reeiment,  Captain  Bowman ; 
l  Kentucky,  Colonel  Crossland,  and  his 
sarer,  James  Rawlings ;  Sixth  Kentucky 
it,  Captains  Isaac  Smith,  Utterback,  and 
\  Page,  and  First  Lieutenant  F.  Harned ; 
iixth  Alabama,  Colonel  Robertson  and 
ant»Colonel  Goodwin  ;  of  the  Second 
i,  the  Fourth  Louisiana,  Lieutenant-Col- 
iinter,  Lieutenant  Corkern,  Company  B, 
ant  Jeter,  Company  F,  and  Sergeant- 
Daniels;  Battalion  of  Stewart's  Legion, 
ant-Colonel  Sam  Boyd,  who  was  dis- 
>y  a  flesh  wound  in  the  arm.  Captain 
also  was  wounded,  the  command  de- 
upon  Captain  Bynum,  who  acted  with 
y.  The  battalion  Thirtieth  regiment 
na  volunteers,  commanded  by  Colonel 
ream,  who  speaks  in  high  terms  of  the 
and  men  of  his  regiment,  especially  Cap- 
Trepagnier  and  Lieutenant  Dapremont, 
mounded.  Iieutenant€olonel  Shields, 
h  Louisiana,  commanding  separate  de- 
it,  who  Bpeaks  in  high  terms  of  the  in- 
y  of  Lieutenant  Fauntleroy,  commanding 
of  guns  in  his  detachment;  Captain 
i,  commanding  battery,  and  his  officers, 
ants  Barnes  and  J.  A.  West,  performed 
service.  Captain  Blount,  Brigade-In- 
of  Second  brigade,  rendered  gallant 
in  the  field,  where  it  is  believed  he  has 
s  nothing  has  been  heard  of  him  since, 
tave  the  gratification  to  name  the  mem- 
my  staff,  who  served  with  me  on  this 
a,  viz. :  Lieutenant  L.  D.  Sandige,  corps 
%  C.  S.  A.^  A.  A.  A.,  and  Inspector-General, 
George  Whitfield,  Chief  Quartermaster, 
5.  S.  Ruggles,  acting  ordnance  officer,  and 
chief  commissary  of  subsistence,  First 
ant  M.  B.  Ruggles,  aide-de-camp,  Lieuten- 
>nel  Charles  Jones,  who  was  severely 
id,  and  Colonel  J.  0.  Fuqua,  District 
Advocate  and  Provost  Marshal  General, 
>re  all  distinguished  for  their  efficiency, 
8,  and  gallantry  throughout  the  conflict 
lowing  officers,  attached  to  the  general 
Iso  rendered  gallant  service:  Captain 
ard,  on  special  service ;  Lieutenant  A. 
aulles  ;  Engineers,  Lieutenant  H.  H. 
X.— Doc.  46 


Price  and  Lieutenant  H.  0.  Holt.  Other  officers 
on  special  service,  amongst  whom  were  Captain 
Augustus  Scott,  commanding  squadron  on  tem- 
porary service,  Captains  Curry,  Henderson,  and 
Lieutenant  Behcum,  as  volunteer  aids  for  the 
occasion,  and  Captain  J.  M.  Taylor  served  with 
great  gallantry. 


Doo.  62. 


HOISTING  THE  BLACK  FLAG — OFFICIAL 
CORRESPONDENCE  AND  REPORTS. 


GENERAL  8.  D.  LEE  TO  GENERAL  COOPER, 

Headquastebb  DaPAKnanrr  Alabama,  Mnnm, 
avx>  Ear  Loumava,  Mrdxaiv, 

Jum  80,  16*4 


General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies 
of  correspondence  between  General  Washburn, 
U.  S.  A.,  General  Forrest,  and  myself,  which  I 
consider  very  important,  and  should  be  laid  be- 
fore the  Department*  It  will  be  my  endeavor 
to  avoid,  as  far  as  is  consistent  with  my  idea  of 
the  dignity  of  my  position,  resorting  to  such  an 
extremity  as  the  black  flag ;  and  the  onus  shall 
be  with  the  Federal  commander. 

I  would  like  that  the  onus  be  put  where  it 
properly  belongs,  before  the  public,  should  the 
extremity  arise.  The  correspondence  is  not 
complete  yet,  and  the  Department  will  be  in- 
formed of  the  result  at  the  earliest  practicable 
moment 

I  am,  General,  yours  respectfully, 
a  D.  Lee, 

Uetrtenant-Geoarai. 

General  8.  Cooper, 

A.  and  L  G.,  Rtohmond,  Va. 
GENERAL  FORREST  TO  GENERAL  WASHBURN. 

HlADQUAKTftBS  FOHUDH*8  CATAUT,  ) 

nr  ni  Finn,  June  14, 18*4.  / 

Major-Oeneral  Washburn,  commanding  United 
States  Forces,  Memphis : 
General:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  en- 
close copy  of  letter  received  from  Brigadier- 
General  Buford,  commanding  United  States 
forces  at  Helena,  Arkansas,  addressed  to  Colonel 
E.  W.  Rucker,  commanding  Sixth  regiment  of 
this  command;  also  a  letter  from  myself  to 
General  Buford,  which  I  respectfully  request 
you  will  read  and  forward  to  him. 


on  tneir  recent  msrcn  irom  Mempnis,  puouciy 
and  in  various  places  proclaimed  that  no  quarter 
would  be  shown  my  men.  A*  hia  troops  were 
moved  into  action  on  the  eleventh,  the  officers 
commanding  exhorted  their  men  to  remember 
Fort  Pillow,  and  a  large  majority  of  the  prisoners 
we  have  captured  from  that  command  have  vol- 
untarily stated  that  they  expected  us  to  murder 
them,  otherwise  they  would  have  surrendered 
in  a  body  rather  than  taken  to  the  bushes  after 
being  run  down  and  exhausted.  The  recent 
battle  of  Tishomingo  Greek  was  far  more  bloody 
than  it  otherwise  would  have  been  but  for  the 
fact  that  your  men  evidently  expected  to  be 
slaughtered  when  captured,  and  both  sides  acted 
as  though  neither  felt  safe  in  surrendering  even 
when  further  resistance  was  useless.  The  pris- 
oners captured  by  us  say  they  felt  condemned 
by  the  announcements,  etc.,  of  their  own  com- 
manders, and  expected  no  quarter.  In  all  my 
operations  since  the  war  begun,  I  have  con- 
ducted the  war  on  civilized  principles,  and  de- 
sire still  to  do  so,  but  it  Is  due  to  my  command 
that  they  should  know  the  position  you  occupy 
and  the  policy  you  intend  to  pursue.  I  there- 
fore respectfully  ask  whether  my  men  in  your 
hands  are  treated  as  other  Confederate  prison- 
ers, also  the  course  intended  to  be  pursued  in 
regard  to  those  who  may  hereafter  mil  into  your 
hands. 

I  have  in  my  possession  quite  a  number  of 
wounded  officers  and  men  of  General  Sturgis' 
command,  all  of  whom  have  been  treated  as 
well  as  we  were  able  to  treat  them,  and  are 
mostly  in  charge  of  a  Surgeon  left  at  Ripley  by 
General  Sturgis  to  look  after  the  wounded. 
Some  of  them  are  too  severely  wounded  to  be 
removed  at  present  I  am  willing  to  exchange 
them  for  any  men  of  my  command  you  may 
have,  and  as  soon  as  they  are  able  to  be  removed 
will  give  them  safe  escort  through  my  lines  iu 


i  learnea  tnat,  l  becanu 
ties  would  be  committe 
that  they  would  recer 
humanity  a*  well  as  ti 
mended. 

I  regret  to  say  that  ti 
has  been  dispelled  by  £i 
come  to  my  knowledge. 

From  statements)  thai 
by  colored  soldiers  wh 
would  seem  that  the  i 
had  been  reproduced  at 
Gross-roads.  The  data, 
committed  I  will  not  tax 
and  not  disavowed,  th 
quences  too  fearful  to  < 
that  we  should  now  hai 
upon  this  question,  of  tL 
of  soMiera.  If  it  is  oo 
federate  government  to  i 
that  may  by  the  chance 
hands,  as  was  the  case  a 
fair  that  it  should  be  fre 
Within  the  last  six  weel 
sions,  sent  colored  troc 
this  point  In  the  exp 
federate  government  w< 
of  their  commanding  Qe 
massacre,  I  have  forbon 
tious  to  the  colored  troo] 
should  pursue  towards  C 
might  fall  into  their  hau 
avowal  on  the  part  of  tJ 
ment,  but,  on  the  contra] 
entire  Southern  press  of 
massacre,  I  may  safoly  pi 
nate  slaughter  is  to  be  th 
that  fall  into  your  hands 
to  leave  a  matter  of  suci 
volving  consequences  m 
and  I  have  therefore  th 
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I  hope  that  I  have  been  misinformed  in  re- 
gard to  the  treatment  they  have  received  at  the 
battle  of  Bryce'B  Cross-roads,  and  that  the 
accounts  received  result  rather  from  the  excited 
imaginations  of  the  fugitives  than  from  actual 
fact. 

For  the  government  of  the  colored  troops 
tinder  my  command,  I  would  thank  you  to  in- 
form me,  with  as  little  delay  aB  possible,  if  it  is 
your  intention,  or  the  intention  of  the  Con- 
federate government,  to  murder  colored  soldiers 
that  may  fall  into  your  hands,  or  treat  them  as 
prisoners  of  war,  and  subject  to  be  exchanged 
as  other  prisoners. 

I  am,  General,  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  C.  Washburn, 

Major-Genoral,  commanding. 

GENERAL  WASHBURN  TO  GENERAL  FORREST. 

Hkadqca mm  nnrocr  of  Wrst  Trtsman, ) 
Mkmfms,  Ten*.,  June  10,  1864.  j 

Major-General  N.  B.  Forrest,  commanding  Con- 
federate Forces : 

General:  Your  communication  of  the  four- 
teenth instant  is  received.  The  letter  to  Briga- 
dier-General Buford  will  be  forwarded  to  him. 

In  regard  to  that  part  of  your  letter  which 
relates  to  colored  troops,  I  beg  to  say  that  I  have 
alreadv  sent  a  communication  on  the  subject  to 
the  officer  in  command  of  the  Confederate 
forces  at  Tupelo. 

Having  understood  that  Major-Genend  S.  D. 
Lee  was  in  command  there,  I  directed  my  letter 
to  him — a  copy  of  it  I  enclose.  You  say  in  your 
letter  that  it  has  been  reported  to  you  that  all 
the  negro  troops  stationed  in  Memphis  took  an 
oath  on  their  knees,  in  the  presence  of  Major- 
General  Hurlbut,  and  other  officers  of  our  army, 
to  avenge  Fort  Pillow,  and  that  they  would  show 
your  troops  no  quarter. 

I  believe  it  is  true  that  the  colored  troops  did 
take  such  an  oath,  but  not  in  the  presence  of 
General  Hurlbut  From  what  I  can  learn,  this 
act  of  theirs  was  not  influenced  by  any  white 
officer,  but  was  the  result  of  their  own  sense 
of  what  was  due  to  themselves  and  their  fellows 
who  had  been  mercilessly  slaughtered. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  they  went  into  the  field, 
as  you  allege,  in  the  full  belief  that  they  would 
be  murdered  in  case  thev  fell  into  your  hands. 
The  afiair  of  Fort  Pillow  fully  justified  that  be- 
lief. I  am  not  aware  as  to  what  they  proclaimed 
on  their  late  march,  and  it  may  be,  as  you  say, 
that  they  declared  that  no  quarter  would  be 

§iven  to  any  of  your  men  that  might  fall  into 
leir  hands. 

Your  declaration  that  you  have  conducted  the 
war,  on  all  occasions,  on  civilized  principles, 
cannot  be  accepted ;  but  I  receive  with  satisfac- 
tion the  intimation  in  your  letter  that  the  recent 
daughter  of  colored  troops  at  the  battle  of 
Tishomingo  Creek  resulted  rather  from  the  des- 
peration with  which  they  fought  than  a  prede- 
termined intention  to  give  them  no  quarter. 

You  must  have  learned  by  this  time  that  the 


attempt  to  intimidate  the  colored  troops  by 
indiscriminate  slaughter  has  signally  (Sailed,  and 
that,  instead  of  a  feeling  of  terror,  you  have 
aroused  a  spirit  of  courage  and  desperation  that 
will  not  down  at  your  bidding. 

I  am  left  in  doubt,  by  your  letter,  as  to  the 
course  you  and  the  Confederate  Government  in- 
tend to  pursue  hereafter  in  regard  to  colored 
troops,  and  I  beg  you  to  advise  me,  with  as  little 
delay  as  possible,  as  to  your  intentions. 

If  yon  intend  to  treat  such  of  them  as  fall  into 
your  hands  as  prisoners  of  war,  please  so  state ; 
if  you  do  not  so  intend,  but  contemplate  either 
their  slaughter  or  their  return  to  slavery,  please 
state  that,  so  that  we  may  have  no  misunder- 
standing hereafter.  If  the  former  is  your  inten- 
tion, I  shall  receive  the  announcement  with 
pleasure,  and  shall  explain  the  fact  to  the  colored 
troops  at  once,  and  desire  that  they  recall  the 
oath  they  have  taken ;  if  the  latter  is  the  case, 
then  let  the  oath  stand,  and  upon  those  who 
have  aroused  this  spirit  by  their  atrocities,  and 
upon  the  Government  and  people  who  sanction 
it,  be  the  consequences. 

In  regard  to  your  inquiry  relating  to  prisoners 
of  your  command  in  our  hands,  I  liave  to  state 
that  they  have  always  received  the  treatment 
which  a  great  and  humane  Government  extends 
to  its  prisoners.  What  course  will  be  pursued 
hereafter  towards  them  must,  of  course,  depend 
on  circumstances  that  may  arise.  If  your  com- 
mand, hereafter,  does  nothing  which  should 
properly  exclude  them  from  being  treated  as 
prisoners  of  war,  they  will  be  so  treated. 

I  thank  you  for  your  offer  to  exchange  wound- 
ed officers  and  men  in  your  hands.  If  you  will 
send  them  in,  I  will  exchange  man  for  man,  so 
far  as  I  have  the  ability  to  do  so. 

Before  closing  this  letter,  I  wish  to  call  your 
attention  to  one  case  of  unparalleled  outrage  and 
murder  that  has  been  brought  to  my  notice,  and 
in  regard  to  which  the  evidence  is  overwhelm- 
ing. 

Among  the  prisoners  captured  at  Fort  Pillow 
was  Major  Bradford,  who  had  charge  of  the 
defence  of  the  fort  after  the  fell  of  Major 
Booth. 

After  being  taken  prisoner,  he  was  started, 
with  other  prisoners  of  war,  in  charge  of  Colonel 
Duckworth,  for  Jackson.  At  Brownsville  they 
rested  over  night  The  following  morning  two 
companies  were  detailed  by  Colonel  Duckworth 
to  proceed  to  Jackson  with  the  prisoners. 

After  they  had  started,  and  proceeded  a  very 
short  distance,  five  soldiers  were  recalled  by 
Colonel  Duckworth,  and  were  conferred  with  by 
him ;  they  then  rejoined  the  column,  and  after 
proceeding  about  five  niileB  from  Brownsville 
the  column  was  halted,  aud  Major  Bradford 
taken  about  fifty  yards  from  the  roadside  and 
deliberately  shot  by  the  five  men  who  had  been 
recalled  by  Colonel  Duckworth,  and  his  body 
left  uuburied  upon  the  ground  where  he  fell. 

He  now  lies  buried  near  the  Bpot,  and,  if  yon 
deBire,  you  can  easily  satisfy  yourself  of  the  truth 
of  what  I  assert   I  beg  leave  to  say  to  you  that 
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this  transaction  hardly  justifies  your  remark, 
that  your  operations  have  been  conducted  on 
civilised  principles;  and  until  you  take  some 
steps  to  bring  the  perpetrators  of  this  outrage  to 
justice,  the  world  will  not  fail  to  believe  that 
it  had  your  sanction. 
I  am,  General, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

G.  C.  Washburn, 

Xtiar-tieneral,  oumnundtng 
GENERAL  FORREST  TO  GENERAL  WASHBURN. 

HlADQhUTRM  FOMHH*B  GATALST,  1 

TCklo,  Juiw  20,  1664.  J 

Mqjor-Qeneral  G.  C.  Washburn,  commanding 
U.  S.  Faroes,  Memphis,  Tenn. : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  (per  flag  of  truce}  of  your  letter  of 
the  seventeenth  instant,  addressed  to  Major- 
General  8.  D.  Lee,  or  Officer  commanding  Con- 
federate forces  near  Tupelo.  I  have  forwarded 
it  to  General  Lee,  with  a  copy  of  this  letter. 

I  regard  your  letter  as  discourteous  to  the 
commanding  officer  of  this  department,  and 
grossly  insulting  to  myself. 

You  seek  by  implied  tiireats  to  intimidate 
him,  and  assume  the  privilege  of  denouncing  me 
as  a  murderer  and  as  guilty  of  the  wholesale 
slaughter  of  the  garrison  at  Fort  Pillow,  and 
found  your  assertion  upon  the  exparte  testimony 
of  (your  friends)  the  enemies  of  myself  and 
country.  I  shall  not  enter  into  the  discussion, 
therefore,  of  any  of  the  questions  involved,  nor 
undertake  any  refutation  of  the  charges  made 
by  you  against  DivBelf ;  nevertheless,  as  a  matter 
of  personal  privilege  alone,  I  unhesitatingly  say 
that  they  are  unfounded  and  unwarranted  by 
the  facts.  But  whether  those  charges  are  true 
or  false,  they,  with  the  question  you  ask  as  to 
whether  negro  troops,  when  captured,  will  be 
recognized  and  treated  as  prisoners  of  war,  sub- 
ject to  exchange,  etc.,  are  matters  which  the 
Governments  of  the  United  States  and  Confed- 
erate States  are  to  decide  and  adjust,  not  their 
subordinate  officers.  I  regard  captured  negroes 
as  I  do  other  captured  property,  and  not  as 
captured  soldiers ;  but  as  to  how  regarded  by 
ray  government,  and  the  disposition  which  has 
been  and  will  hereafter  be  made  of  them,  I  re- 
spectfully refer  you,  through  the  proper  chan- 
nel, to  the  authorities  at  Richmond.  It  is  not 
the  policy  or  the  interest  of  the  South  to  de- 
stroy the  uegro,  on  the  contrary  to  preserve 
and  protect  him,  and  all  who  have  surrendered 
to  us  have  received  kind  and  humane  treatment 

Since  the  war  began  I  have  captured  many 
thousand  Federal  prisoners,  and  they,  including 
the  survivors  of  the  u  Fort  Pillow  Massacre, 
M  black  and  white,"  are  living  witnesses  of  the 
fact  that,  with  my  knowledge  or  consent,  or  by 
my  order,  not  one  of  them  has  ever  been  in- 
sulted or  in  any  way  maltreated. 

You  speak  of  your  forbearance  in  not  giving 
your  negro  troops  instructions  and  orders  as  to 
the  course  they  Bhould  pursue  in  regard  to 
Confederate  soldiers  that  mi^ht  fell  into  their 


(your)  hands,  which  clearly  convey*  to  mv  n 
two  very  distinct  impressions.  The  irs 
that  in  not  giving  them  instructions  i&i  or 
you  have  left  the  matter  entirely  to  cht  <Tj 
tion  of  the  negroes  as  to  how  they  sho tl2 
pose  of  prisoners.  Second,  an  ini^li^i  t) 
to  give  Buch  orders  as  will  lead  to  "o 
quences  too  fearful "  for  contemplation.  L 
urination  of  the  correctness  of  the  first  inj 
sion  (which  your  language  now  fully  dtvd 
I  refer  most  respectfully  to  my  letter  fron 
battle-field,  Tishemingo  Creek,  and  forwi 
you  by  flag  of  truce  on  the  fourteenth  iu 
As  to  the  second  impression,  you  seem  disj 
to  take  into  your  own  hands  the  settle: 
which  belong  to,  and  can  only  be  settle 
your  government ;  but  if  you  are  prrf*r- 
take  upon  yourself  the  responsibility  of 
gurating  a  system  of  warfare  contrary  to 
ized  usages,  the  onus  as  well  as  the  c 
queuces  will  be  chargeable  to  yourself. 

Deprecating,  as  I  should  do,  such  a  ss 
affaire ;  determined,  as  I  am,  not  to  be  ii 
mental  in  bringing  it  about ;  feeling  and  i 
ing,  as  I  do,  that  I  have  the  approval  <j 
government,  ray  people,  and  my  coascirin 
to  the  past,  and  with  the  hrm  belief  that  1 
be  sustained  by  them  in  my  future  polity 
left  with  you  to  determine  what  thai  {■ 
shall  be,  whether  in  accordance  with  ti* 
of  civilized  nations  or  in  violation  of  then 
I  am,  General,  yours, 
Very  respectfully, 

X.  B.  Fgsxbz. 

GENERAL  FORREST  TO  GENERAL  WASHBCK* 

Hbadquabtsm  Fobbbb'*  CiTiixr. 

In  tux  FntLD,  Jnae  £.  IV- 

Major-General  C.  C.   Washburn,  comm>i« 
District  of  West  Tennessee,  Memphii,  Ti 

Tour  communicatiou  of  the  nine  teen  tl 
is  received,  in  which  you  say  "  you  are  k 
doubt  as  to  the  course  the  Confederate  g  ' 
ment  intends  to  pursue  hereafter  inregv 
colored  troops." 

Allow  me  to  say  that  this  is  a  subject  i 
which  I  did  not  and  do  not  propose  toenlg 
you.  It  is  a  matter  to  be  settlea  by  our 
ments  through  their  proper  officers,  sad 
Bpectfully  refer  yoa  to  them  for  a  solute 
your  doubts. 

You  ask  me  to  state  whether  u  I  contea 
either  their  slaughter  or  their  return  to  sUt 
I  answer  that  I  slaughter  no  man  except  m 
warfare,  and  that  my  prisoners,  both  whiti 
black,  are  turned  over  to  my  government 
dealt  with  as  it  may  direct.  My  goren 
is  in  possession  of  all  the  facts  ss  regard 
official  conduct,  and  the  operations  of  qy 
mand  since  I  entered  the  service,  and  il 
desire  a  proper  discussion  and  decision.  I 
you  again  to  the  President  of  the  Onfc: 
States.  I  would  not  have  you  underttani 
ever,  that  in  a  matter  of  so  much  impora 
am  indisposed  to  place  at  your  comiua 
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disposal  any  facts  desired,  when  applied  for  in 
manner  becoming  an  officer  holding  your  rank 
rod  position,  for  it  is  certainly  desirable  to 
3very  one  occupying  a  public  position  to  be 
placed  right  before  the  world,  and  there  has 
been  no  time,  since  the  captive  of  Fort  Pillow, 
that  I  would  not  have  furnished  all  the  facts 
connected  with  its  capture,  had  they  been  ap- 

*  plied  for  properly,  but  now  the  matter  rests 

•  with  the  two  governments.  I  have,  however, 
for  your  information,  enclosed  you  copies  of  the 
official  correspondence  between  the  command- 
ing officers  at  Fort  Pillow  and  myself;  also 
copies  of  a  statement  of  Captain  Young,  the 
-senior  officer  of  that  garrison,  together  with 

{sufficient)  extracts  from  a  report  of  the  affair 
>y  my  A.  D.  C,  Captain  Chas.  W.  Anderson, 
:  which  I  approve  and  endorse  as  correct. 

As  to  the  death  of  Major  Bradford,  I  knew 
:  nothing  of  it  until  eight  or  ten  days  after  it  is 
said  to  have  occurred. 

On  the  thirteenth  (the  day  after  the  capture 
,  of  Fort  Pillow)  I  went  to  Jackson,  and  the  re- 
port I  had  of  the  affair  was  this :  Major  Brad- 
ford was,  with  other  officers,  sent  to  the  head- 
quarters of  Colonel  McCulloch,  and  all  the 
prisoners  were  in  charge  of  one  of  McCulloch's 
regiments.  Bradford  requested  the  privilege 
of  attending  the  burial  of  his  brother,  which 
was  granted,  he  giving  his  parole  of  honor  to 
return.  Instead  of  returning,  he  changed  his 
clothing  and  started  for  Memphis.  Some  of 
my  men  were  hunting  deserters  and  came  on 
Bradford  just  as  he  had  landed  on  the  south 
bank  of  the  Hatchie,  and  arrested  him.  When 
arrested,  he  claimed  to  be  a  Confederate  soldier 
belonging  to  Braggs  army,  that  he  had  been 
on  furlough,  and  was  then  on  his  way  to  join 
his  command. 

As  he  could  show  no  papers  he  was  believed 
to  be  a  deserter,  and  was  taken  to  Covington, 
and  not  until  he  was  recognised  and  spoken  to 
by  citizens  did  the  guards  know  that  he  was 
Bradford. 

He  was  sent  by  Colonel  Duckworth,  or  taken 
by  him  to  Brownsville. 

All  of  Chalmers'  command  went  from  Browns- 
ville via  La  Grange,  and  as  all  the  other  pris- 
oners had  been  gone  some  time,  and  there  was 
no  chance  for  them  to  catch  up  and  place  Brad- 
ford with  them,  he  was  ordered  by  Colonel 
Duckworth  or  General  Chalmers  to  be  sent 
south  to  me  at  Jackson. 

I  knew  nothing  of  the  matter  until  eight  or 
ten  days  afterwards  I  heard  that  his  body  was 
found  near  Brownsville.  I  understand  that  he 
attempted  to  escape  and  was  shot  If  he  was 
improperly  killed,  nothing  would  afford  me 
more  pleasure  than  to  punish  the  perpetrators 
to  the  full  extent  of  the  law,  and  to  show  you 
how  I  regard  such  transactions. 

I  can  refer  you  to  my  demand  upon  Major- 
General  Hurl  but  (no  doubt  upon  file  in  your 
office)  for  the  delivery  to  Confederate  authorities 
of  one  Colonel  Fielding  Hurst  and  others  of  his 
regiment,  who  deliberately  took  out  and  killed 


seven  Confederate  soldiers,  one  of  whom  they 
left  to  die  after  cutting  off  his  tongue,  punching 
out  his  eyes,  splitting  his  mouth  on  each  side 
to  his  ears,  and  cutting  off  his  privates.  I  have 
mentioned  and  given  you  these  facts  in  order 
that  you  may  have  no  further  excuse  or  apology 
for  referring  to  these  matters  in  connection  with 
myself,  and  to  evince  to  you  my  determination 
to  do  all  in  my  power  to  avoid  the  responsibility 
of  causing  the  adoption  of  the  policy  which  you 
have  determined  to  press.  In  your  letter  you 
acknowledge  the  fact  that  the  negro  troops  did 
take  an  oath  on  bended  knees  to  show  no  quar- 
ters to  my  men,  and  you  say  further  "you  have 
no  doubt  they  went  to  the  battle-field  expecting 
to  be  slaughtered,"  and  admit,  also,  the  proba- 
bility of  their  having  proclaimed  on  their  march 
that  no  quarters  would  be  shown  us.  Such  being 
the  case,  why  do  you  ask  for  the  disavowal  on 
the  part  of  the  commanding  General  of  this 
department  or  the  government,  in  regard  to  the 
loss  of  life  at  Tishomingo  Creek?  That  your 
troops  expected  to  be  slaughtered,  appears  to 
me,  after  the  oath  they  took,  to  be  a  very 
reasonable  and  natural  expectation.  Yet  you 
who  sent  them  out,  knowing  and  now  admitting 
that  they  had  sworn  to  such  a  policy,  are  com- 
plaining of  atrocities,  and  demanding  acknowl- 
edments  and  disavowals  on  the  part  of  the  very 
men  you  sent  forth  sworn  to  slay  whenever  in 
your  power. 

I  will,  in  all  candor  and  truth,  say  to  you  that 
I  had  only  heard  these  things,  but  did  not 
believe  them;  indeed,  did  not  attach. to  them 
the  importance  they  deserved,  nor  did  I  know 
of  the  threatened  vengeance  as  proclaimed  along 
the  line  of  march  until  the  contest  was  over. 
Had  I  and  my  men  known  it,  as  you  admit  it, 
the  battle  of  Tishemingo  Creek  would  have 
been  noted  as  the  bloodiest  battle  of  the  war. 
That  you  sanctioned  this  policy  is  plain,  for 
you  say  now  "  that  if  the  negro  is  treated  as  a 
prisoner  of  war,  you  will  receive  with  pleasure 
the  announcement,  and  will  explain  the  facts  to 
your  colored  troops,  and  desire  (not  order)  that 
they  recall  the  oath ;  but  if  they  are  to  be 
either  slaughtered  or  returned  to  slavery,  let 
the  oath  stand."  Tour  rank  forbids  a  doubt  as 
to  the  fact  that  you  and  every  officer  and  man 
of  your  department  is  identified  with  the  policv 
and  responsible  for  it,  and  I  shall  not  permit 
you,  notwithstanding  by  your  studied  language 
in  both  your  communications  you  seek  to  limit 
the  operations  of  your  unholy  scheme,  and  visit 
its  terrible  consequences  alone  upon  that'  igno- 
rant, deluded,  but  unfortunate  people,  the 
negroes,  whose  destruction  you  are  planning  iu 
order  to  accomplish  ours.  The  negroes  have 
our  sympathy,  and  so  far  as  consistent  with 
safety  will  spare  them  at  the  expense  of  those 
who  are  alone  responsible  for  the  inauguration 
of  a  worse  than  savage  warfare.  Now,  in  con- 
clusion, I  demand  a  plain,  unqualified  answer  to 
two  questions,  and  then  I  have  done  with  fur- 
ther correspondence  with  you  on  this  subject 
This  matter  must  be  settled.  In  battle  and  on 
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the  battle-field  do  you  intend  to  slau^hU-r  my 
men  who  fall  into  your  liands  ?  If  you  do  not 
intend  bo  to  do,  will  they  be  treated  as  ^riaoiiers 
of  war  ? 

I  have  over  two  thousand  of  Sturgis*  com- 
mand prisoners,  and  will  hold  every  officer  and 
private  hostage  until  I  receive  your  declarations, 
and  am  satisfied  that  you  carry  out  iu  good 
faith  the  answers  you  make,  and  until  I  am 
assured  that  no  Confederate  soldier  has  been 
foully  dealt  with  from  the  day  of  the  l>attle  of 
Tishomingo  Creek  to  this  time.  It  is  not  yet 
too  late  tor  you  to  retrace  your  steps  and  arrest 
the  Btorra. 

Relying  as  I  do  upon  that  Divine  power  which 
in  wisdom  disposes  of  all  things— relying  also 
upon  the  support  and  approval  of  my  govern- 
ment and  countrymen,  and  the  unflinching 
bravery  and  endurance  of  my  troops,  and  with 
a  consciousness  that  I  have  done  nothing  to 
produce,  but  all  in  my  power,  consistent  with 
honor  and  the  personal  safety  of  myself  and  com- 
mand, to  prevent  it,  I  leave  with  you  the  respon- 
sibility of  bringing  about,  to  use  your  own 
language,  "  a  state  of  affairs  too  fearful  for  con- 
templation."       I  am,  General, 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

N.  B.  Forbjebt, 

MajaMieueraL 

OFFICIAL  MEMORANDA. 

Gababa  Hospital.  Cahaba,  Aj.itu¥a.  \ 
&Uy  It,  1864.  J 

Colonel  H.  C.  Davis  commanding  Post  Cahaba : 
Colonel  :  I  herewith  transmit  you,  as  near  as 
my  memory  serves  me,  according  to  promise, 
the  demand  made  by  Major-General  Forrest 
C.  8.  A.,  for  the  surrender  of  Fort  Pillow,  Ten- 
nessee: 

Major  Booth,  commanding  U.  8.  Forces,  Fori 
Pillow,  Tennessee  : 
I  have  force  sufficient  to  take  your  works  by 
assault  I  therefore  demand  an  unconditional 
surrender  of  all  your  forceB.  Your  heroic  de- 
fence will  entitle  you  to  be  treated  as  prisoners 
of  war,  but  the  surrender  must  be  unconditional. 
I  await  your  answer.  Forrest, 

IbOor -General,  commanding. 

HBADquAjnms  Ukitto  Statk  Fow»,  ) 
Ton  PD*ow,  Ikmnti,  April  12,  1864. } 

Major-General  Forrest,  commanding  Confeder- 
ate Forces : 

General  :  Your  demand  for  the  surrender  of 
United  States  forces  under  my  command,  re- 
ceived. I  ask  one  hour  for  consultation  with 
my  officers  and  the  commander  of  gunboat  No. 
7,  at  this  place.  I  have  the  honor  to  be 
Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  F.  Booth, 
Major,  commanding  U.  8.  Foroea. 

Major  L.  F.  Booth,  commanding  United  States 
Forces: 

I  do  not  demand  tta  «uR«iid«t  of  the  gun- 


■  bout  No.  7.     I  ask  only  for  the  surr-i.,-: 
Fort  Pillow,  with  men  and  niunitkao*  u' 
You  have  twenty  minutes  for  considenrti  r_ 
the  expiration  of  that  time  if  you  do  n*. 
late,  I  will  assault  your  works. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Fouvt. 

Majar-Gcoeral,  «>xul! 

HKADQTARTOtS  UVTTID  9tMW  fmfl 

Fwer  Pillow,  Tjbw— r,  April  U, W 

Major-General  Forrest,  commanding  Gas 
ate  Forces  : 
General  :  Your  second  demand  fur  uV 
render  of  my  forces  is  received.   The  <J* 
will  not  be  complied  with. 

Your  obedient  servant. 

L.  F.  Booth, 
Major,  commas  dm*  U.  &  Kbrwa,  Fort  P; 

Colonel  H.  C.  Davis 

I  give  you  the  above  for  your  o»-n  sa 
tion  from  memory.    I  think  it  is  true  i» 
stance.   My  present  condition  would  j*rt 
the  idea:  of  this  being  an  official  Btateuteii:. 
I  am  Colonel,  your  obedient  serviai 
John  T.  Y.  r« 

Captain  Company  A,  T fruity-fourth  Ujkovi  ImL 

CAPTAIN  J.  T.  YOUNG  TO  MAJQR-GENE&AL  F-EZ 

Major-General  Forrest.  C.  S.  A. : 

General:  Your  request,  made  through  J 
P.  T.  Scruggs,  that  I  should  make  a  nan 
of  the  treatment  of  the  Federal  dead 
wounded  at  Fort  Pillow,  has  been  made  fc 
to  me.  Details  from  Federal  prisonexi 
made  to  collect  the  dead  and  wounded 
dead  were  buried  by  their  surviving  otot 
I  saw  no  ill  treatment  of  their  wound*!  <n 
evening  of  the  battle,  or  next  monriof 
friend,  Lieutenant  Learning,  Adjutant Tlurn 
Tennessee  Cavalry,  was  left  wounded  m  tin 
ler's  store  near  the  fort,  also  a  Lieutenui : 
U.  S.  Artillery ;  both  were  alive  next  bm 
and  sent  on  board  U.  S.  transport,  amonc  \ 
other  wounded.  Among  the  wounded 
some  colored  troops — I  don't  know  how  b 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant 

Jho.  T.  Yocn 

Captain  Taranty-fbwth  Miaaoan  Yolaw 

P.  I  have  examined  a  report  said  i 
made  bv  Captain  Anderson  (of)  A.  D.Ctu  4 
General  Forrest,  appendix  to  General 
reBfs  report,  in  regard  to  making  disposifi 
Federal  wounded  left  on  the fielof atFartP 
and  think  it  is  correct.  I  accompanied  C« 
Anderson  on  the  day  succeeding  the  bat 
Fort  Pillow,  for  the  purpose  above  mentioi 

JOHM  T.  YOVM. 
Optaai  Twenty -fourth  Vf  narl  ^oam 
A  true  copy : 

SaMUIL  DoVALBOH, 

Official:  Hknky  B.  Lo, 
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GENERAL  WASHBURN  TO  GENERAL  FORREST. 

HXADQCARTKRS  DWTHJCT  OF  WBST  TKX2WBBE,  \ 

Mbmtob,  Trrr.,  Jujy  2, 1804.  J 
:  Major-  General  N.  B.  Forrest^  commanding  Con- 
federate Forces  near  Tupelo : 
— :     General  :  Your  communications  of  the  twen- 
tieth and  twenty-third  ult.  are  received.   Of  the 
-  tone  and  temper  of  both  I  do  not  complain. 

The  desperate  fortimes  of  a  bad  cause  excuse 
\\  much  irritation  of  temper,  and  I  pass  it  by. 
Indeed,  T  received  it  as  a  favorable  augury,  and 
m  evidence  that  you  are  not  indifferent  to  the 
opinions  of  the  civilized  world. 

In  regard  to  the  Fort  Pillow  affair,  it  is  use- 
less to  prolong  the  discussion. 

I  shall  forward  your  report  which  you  did  me 
the  favor  to  enclose,  to  "hiy  government,  and  you 
will  receive  the  full  benefit  of  it. 
=     The  record  is  now  made  up,  and  a  candid 
world  will  judge  of  it.   I  beg  leave  to  send  you 
herewith  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  Investi- 
gating Committee  from  the  United  States  Con- 
:  gresB  on  the  affair.   In  regard  to  the  treatment 
of  Major  Bradford,  I  refer  you  to  the  testimony 
*    contained  in  that  report,  from  which  you  will 
•■  see  that  he  was  not  attempting  to  escape  when 
shot   It  will  be  easy  to  bring  the  perpetrators 
"  of  the  outrage  to  justice  if  you  so  aesire. 

I  will  add  to  what  I  have  heretofore  said,  that 
I  have  it  from  responsible  and  truthful  citizens 
-  of  Brownsville,  that  when  Major  Bradford  was 
started  under  an  escort  from  your  headquarters 
_  at  Jackson,  General  Chalmers  remarked  that  "  he 
.   would  never  reach  there/' 

You  call  attention,  apparently  as  an  offset  to 
this  affair  of  Major  Bradford,  to  outrages  said 
:  to  have  been  committed  by  Colonel  Fielding 
.  Hunt  and  others  of  his  regiment  (Sixth  Tennes- 
see  cavalry).  The  outrages,  if  committed  as 
stated  by  you,  are  disgraceful  and  abhorrent  to 
every  brave  and  sensitive  mind. 

On  receiving  your  letter  I  sent  at  once  for 
Colonel  Hurst,  and  read  him  the  extract  pertain- 
ing to  him.  He  indignantly  denies  the  charge 
against  him,  and  until  you  furnish  me  the  names 
of  the  parties  murdered,  and  the  time  when,  and 
the  place  where  the  offence  was  committed,  with 
the  names  of  witnesses,  it  is  impossible  for  me 
to  act  When  you  do  that,  you  may  rest  assured 
that  I  shall  use  every  effort  in  my  power  to  have 
the  parties  accused  tried,  and  if  found  guilty, 
properly  punished. 

In  regard  to  the  treatment  of  colored  soldiers, 
it  is  evidently  useless  to  discuss  the  question 
farther. 

Your  attempt  to  shift  from  yourself  upon  me 
the  responsibility  of  the  inauguration  of  a 
"  worse  than  savage  warfare,"  is  too  strained 
and  far-fetched  to  require  any  response.  The 
full  and  cumulative  evidence  contained  in  the 
Congressional  Report  I  herewith  forward,  points 
to  you  as  the  person  responsible  for  the  barbar- 
isms already  committed. 

It  was  your  soldiers  who,  at  Fort  Pillow, 
raised  the  black  flag,  and  while  shooting,  bay- 
oneting, and  otherwise  maltreating  the  Federal 


prisoners  in  their  hands,  shouted  to  each  other 
in  the  hearing  of  their  victims  that  it  was  done 
14  by  Forrest's  orders." 

Thus  far  I  cannot  learn  that  you  have  made 
any  disavowal  of  these  barbarities. 

Your  letters  to  me  inform  me  confidently  that 
you  have  always  treated  our  prisoners  accord- 
ing to  the  rules  of  civilized  warfare,  hut  your 
disavowal  of  the  Fort  Pillow  barbarities,  if  you 
intend  to  make  any,  should  be  full,  clear,  explicit, 
and  published  to  the  world. 

The  United  StateB  Government  is,  as  it  always 
has  been,  lenient  and  forbearing,  and  it  is  not 
yet  too  late  for  you  to  secure  for  yourself  and 
your  soldiers  a  continuance  of  the  treatment 
due  to  honorable  warriors,  by  a  public  disclaimer 
of  barbarities  already  committed,  and  a  vigorous 
effort  to  punish  the  wretches  who  committed 
them. 

But  I  say  to  you  now,  clearly  and  unequivo- 
cally, that  such  measure  of  treatment  as  .you 
mete  out  to  Federal  soldiers  will  be  measured 
to  you  again. 

If  you  give  no  quarter,  you  need  expect 
none.  If  you  observe  the  rules  of  civilized 
warfare,  and  treat  our  prisoners  in  accordance 
with  the  laws  of  war,  your  prisoners  wiU  bo 
treated  as  they  ever  have  been,  with  kindness. 

If  you  depart  from  these  principles,  you  may 
expect  such  retaliation  as  the  laws  of  war 
justify. 

That  you  may  know  what  the  laws  of  war 
are,  as  understood  by  my  government,  I  beg 
leave  to  enclose  a  copy  of  General  Orders  No. 
10D  from  the  War  Department  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral's Office,  Washington,  April  twenty-four, 
1863. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

C.  0.  Washbu*x,  • 

GENERAL  LEE  TO  GENERAL  WASHBURN. 

HEADqcjurms  Pffimnn  Alabama,  Miwmmph,  ah>\ 

East  Locbuxa,  Mhudux,  Judo  28, 180A.  j 

Major-General  0.  G.  Washburn,  commanding 
Federal  Forces  at  Memphis,  Tennessee : 
>  i  ftxKRAL :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
MMiteenth  iiiBt,  and  have  also  before  me  the 
re  p ly  of  Major-General  Forrest  thereto.  Though 
that  reply  is  full,  and  is  approved  by  roe,  yet  I 
deem  it  proper  to  communicate  with  you  upon 
a  subject  so  seriously  affecting  our  future  con- 
duct and  that  of  the  troops  under  our  respective 
commands. 

Your  communication  is  bv  no  means  respect- 
ful to  me,  and  is  by  implication  insulting  to 
Major-General  Forrest  This,  however,  is  over- 
looked in  consideration  of  the  important  char- 
acter of  its  contents. 

You  assume  as  correct  an  exaggerated  state- 
ment of  the  circumstances  attendiug  the  capture 
of  Fort  Pillow,  relying  solely  upon  the  evidence 
of  those  who  would  naturally  give  a  distorted 
history  of  the  affair. 

No  demand  for  an  explanation  has  ever  been 
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made  either  by  yourself  or  your  government,  a 
course  which  would  certainly  recommend  itself 
to  every  one  desirous  of  hearing  truth  ;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  you  seem  to  have  been  perfectly 
willing  to  allow  your  soldiers  to  labor  under 
false  impressions  upon  a  Bubject  involving  such 
terrible  consequences.  Even  the  formality  of  pa-1 
rades  and  oaths  liave  been  resorted  to  for  the  pur-1 
pose  of  inciting  your  colored  troops  to  the  per- 
petration of  deeds  which,  you  say,  **  will  lead  to 
consequences  too  fearful  to  contemplate." 

As  commanding  officer  of  this  Department  I 
desire  to  make  the  following  statement  concern- 
ing the  capture  of  Fort  Pillow — a  statement  sup- 
ported in  a  great  measure  by  the  evidence  of 
one  of  your  own  officers  captured  at  that  place. 

The  version  given  by  you  and  your  govern- 
ment is  untrue,  and  not  sustained  by  the,  facts 
to  the  extent  that  you  indicate. 

The  garrison  was  summoned  in  the  usual 
manner,  and  its  commanding  officer  assumed 
the  responsibility  of  refusing  to  surrender  after 
having  been  informed  by  General  Forrest  of  his1 
ability  to  take  the  fort,  and  of  his  fears  as  to 
what  the  result  would  be  in  case  the  demand 
was  not  complied  with. 

The  assault  was  made  under  a  heavy  fire,  and 
with  considerable  loss  to  the  attacking  party. 

Tour  colors  were  never  lowered,  but  retreated 
from  the  fort  to  the  cover  of  the  gunboats,  with 
armB  in  their  hands,  and  constantly  using  them. 

This  was  true,  particularly  of  your  colored 
troops,  who  had  been  firmly  convinced  by  your 
teachings  of  the  certainty  of  their  slaughter  in 
case  of  capture.  Even  under  these  circum- 
stances many  of  your  men — white  and  black — 
were  taken  prisoners. 

I  respectfully  refer  you  to  history  for  numer- 
ous cases  of  indiscriminate  slaughter,  even  under 
less -aggravated  circumstances. 

It  is  generally  conceded  by  all  military  pre- 
cedents that  where  the  issue  has  been  fairly 
presented,  and  the  ability  displayed,  fearful 
results  are  expected  to  follow  a  refusal  to  sur- 
render. 

The  case  under  consideration  is  almost  an  ex- 
treme one. 

You  had  a  servile  race  armed  against  their 
masters,  and  in  a  country  which  had  been  deso- 
lated by  almost  unprecedented  outrages. 

I  assert  that  our  officers,  with  all  these  cir- 
cumstances against  them,  endeavored  to  prevent 
the  effusion  of  blood ;  and,  as  evidence  of  Hub, 
I  refer  you  to  the  fact  that  both  white  and  col- 
ored prisoners  were  taken,  and  are  now  in  our 
hands. 

As  regards  the  battle  of  Tishemingo  Greek, 
the  statements  of  your  negro  witnesses  are  not 
to  be  relied  on.  In  this  panic  they  acted  as 
might  have  been  expected  from  their  previous 
impressions.  I  do  not  think  many  of  them  were 
killed — they  are  yet  wandering  over  the  coun- 
try, attempting  to  return  to  their  masters. 

With  reference  to  the  status  of  those  captured 
at  Tishemingo  Greek  and  Fort  Pillow,  I  wifi  state 
tiiat,  unless  otherwise  ordered  by  my  govern- 


ment, they  will  not  be  regarded  as  prs-w 
war,  but  will  be  retained  and  hum;iuc*y  l-  j 
subject  to  such  future  instructions  L 
indicated. 

Your  letter  contains  many  imnlivd  'fo* 
theso  you  can  of  course  make,  and  you  m.  f 
entitled  to  any  satisfaction  that  you  but 
from  having  made  them. 

It  is  my  intention,  and  that  also  of  mr  n 
dinates,  to  conduct  this  war  upon  civilized  j 
ciples,  provided  you  permit  us  to  do  so :  i 
take  this  occasion  to  statu  that  w*  will 
shrink  from  any  responsibilities  that  t>o 
tions  may  force  upon  us. 

We  are  engaged  in  a  struggle  for  the  pn 
tion  of  our  homes  and  firesides,  for  th*  mu 
ance  of  our  national  existence  and  liberty; 
have  counted  the  cost  at  id  are  pre  parti : 
to  any  extremes ;  and  although  it  is  far ! 
our  wish  to  fight  under  the  '*  black  flag."  n 
you  drive  us  to  it,  we  will  accept  the-  Ura. 

Your  troops  virtually  fought  under  it »' 
battle  of  Tishemingo  Cr«ek,  and  the  pri*j 
taken  there  stale  that  they  went  into  tan* 
the  impression  that  they  were  U-  receir. 
quarter,  and  I  suppose  with  the  di  termini 
to  give  none. 

I  will  further  remark  that  if  it  is  rait* 
far  as  your  soldiers  are  concerned,  uV-re  c* 
no  distinction,  fur  the  unfortunate  p*opW  * 
you  pretend  to  be  aiding  are  not  con.-iJtfci 
tircly  responsible  for  their  acts,  indu-iiC* 
they  are  by  the  superior  intellect  uf  their » 
brothers. 

I  enclose  for  your  consideration  c* rtair 
pers  touching  the  Fort  Pillow  affair,  whidii 
procured  from  the  writer  after  the  exa&rt 
statements  of  your  press  were  seen. 
I  am,  General,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

&  D.  Lex. 

LJeutenant-tieacral,  aumottiJ 

ENCLOSURE  IN  TOE  FOREGOING. 

Cakaaa,  Auama,  Mat  II  lfl 

I  was  one  of  the  bearers  of  the  flag  >.>f  tn 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  authority 
Fort  Pillow.  A  majority  of  the  officers -fi 
garrison  doubted  whether  General  Forre*  i 
present,  and  had  the  impression  that  it  ti 
ruse  to  induce  the  surrender  of  the  fori 
the  second  meeting  of  the  flag  of  truce.  G« 
Forrest  announced  himself  as  being  Gtx 
Forrest;  but  the  officers  who  accompanied  1 
flag,  being  unacquainted  with  the  few 
doubted  his  word,  and  it  was  the  opinion  of 
garrison,  at  the  time  of  the  assault,  that  Gftf 
Forrest  was  not  in  the  vicinity  of  the  fort  1 
commanding  officer  refused  to  surrender.  n~! 
the  final  assault  was  made,  I  was  eaptv^ 
my  post,  inside  the  works,  and  have  bees  tra 
bub  a  prisoner  of  war. 

JOHK  T.  TOCM. 
CkpUtn,  Twenty -fourth  ] 
W.  UlTDBBmLL, 

Fim  LtestsB—rt  Cavalry. 
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GENERAL  WASHBURN  TO  GENERAL  LEE. 

HftASQCAKTSBS  DBTHTCT  OT  WVT  Tl-HMUI,  1 
MEMPHIS,  TKIRfKMKK,  July  8,  1864.  J 

devtenant- General  S.  D.  Zee,  commanding  De- 
partment Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  East 
Louisiana  C.  8.  A.,  Meridian,  Miss. : 
General:  Your  letter  of  the  twenty-eighth 
It.,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  seventeenth  nit,  is 
eceived. 

The  discourtesy  which  you  profess  to  dis- 
over  in  my  letter  I  utterly  disclaim.  Having 
iready  discussed  at  length,  in  a  correspondence 
nth  Major-General  Forrest,  the  Fort  Pillow 
lasBacre,  as  well  as  the  policy  to  be  pursued  in 
>gard  to  colored  troops,  I  do  not  regard  it  nec- 
Kary  to  say  more  on  those  subjects.  As  you 
ate  that  you  fully  approve  of  the  letter  sent 
T  General  Forrest  to  me  in  answer  to  mine  of 
.e  seventeenth  ult,  I  am  forced  to  presume 
a,t  you  fully  approve  of  his  action  at  Fort 
How. 

Tour  arguments  in  support  of  that  action 
►nfirm  such  presumption.  Tou  state  that  the 
irersion  given  by  me  and  my  government  is 
vt  true,  and  not  sustained  by  the  facts  to  the 
ctent  I  indicate."  You  furnish  a  statement  of 
certain  Captain  Young,  who  was  captured  at 
ort  Pillow,  and  is  now  a  prisoner  in  your  hands. 
!ow  far  the  statement  of  a  prisoner  under  duress 
id  in  the  position  of  Captain  Young  should  go 
»  disprove  the  sworn  testimony  of  the  hundred 
ye-witnesses  who  had  ample  opportunity  of 
3eing  and  knowing,  I  am  willing  that  others 
hall  judge. 

In  relying,  as  you  do,  upon  this  certificate  of 
Saptain  Young,  you  confess  that  all  better  re- 
sources are  at  an  end. 

Yon  are  welcome  to  all  the  relief  that  that 
»ertificate  is  calculated  to  give  you.  Does  he 
ay  that  our  soldiers  were  not  inhumanly  treat- 
id?  No.  Does  he  sav  that  he  was  in  a  posi- 
ion  to  see  in  case  they  had  been  mistreated  ?  No. 
te  simply  says  that  "  he  saw  no  ill  treatment  of 
leir  wounded."  If  he  was  in  a  position  to  see 
id  know  what  took  place,  it  was  easy  for  him 
>  aay  so. 

I  yesterday  sent  to  Major-General  Forrest  a 
>py  of  the  report  of  the  Congressional  Iuvesti- 
itirig  Committee,  and  I  hope  it  may  fall  into 
)nr  hands.  You  will  find  there  the  record  of 
Amman  atrocities,  to  find  a  parallel  for  which 
)U  will  search  the  page  of  history  in  vain. 
; en— white  men  and  black:  men — were  crucified 
id  burned,  others  were  hunted  by  blood- 
ounds ;  while  others,  in  their  anguish,  were 
iade  the  sport  of  men  more  cruel  than  the  dogs 
y  which  tney  were  hunted. 

I  have  also  sent  to  my  government  copies  of 
General  Forrest's  reports,  together  with  the  cer- 
ificate  of  Captain  Young. 

The  record  in  the  case  is  plainly  made  up, 
ad  I  leave  it  You  justify  and  approve  it,  and 
ppeal  to  hintorv  for  precedents. 

As  I  have  said,  history  furnishes  no  parallel 
>roe,  there  are  instances  where,  after  a  long 
jkI  protracted  resistance,  resulting  in  heavy 


loss  to  the  assailing  party,  the  garrison  has  been 
put  to  the  sword,  but  I  know  of  no  such  in- 
stance that  did  not  bring  dishonor  upon  the 
commander  that  ordered  or  suffered  it 

There  is  no  Englishman  that  would  not  gladly 
forget  Badajos,  nor  a  Frenchman  that  exults 
when  Jaffa  or  the  caves  of  Dahra  and  Shehs  are 
spoken  of.  The  massacre  of  Glencoe,  which 
the  world  has  read  of  with  horror  for  nearly  two 
hundred  years,  pales  into  significance  before  the 
truthful  recital  of  Fort  Pillow. 

The  desperate  defence  of  the  Alamo  was  the 
excuse  for  the  slaughter  of  its  brave  survivors 
after  its  surrender,  yet  that  act  was  received 
with  just  execration,  and  we  are  told  by  the 
historian  that  it  led  more  than  anything  else  to 
the  independence  of  Texas. 

At  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto  the  Texans 
rushed  into  action  with  the  war  cry,  "  Remem- 
ber the  Alamo,"  and  carried  all  before  them. 

You  will  seek  in  vain  for  consolation  in  his- 
tory, pursue  the  inquiry  as  far  as  yon  may. 

Your  desire  to  shift  the  responsibility  of  the 
Fort  Pillow  massacre,  or  to  find,  excuses  for  it, 
is  not  strange.  But  the  responsibility  still  re- 
mains where  it  belongs,  and  there  it  will 
remain. 

In  my  last  letter  to  General  Forrest  I  stated 
that  the  treatment  which  Federal  soldiers  re- 
ceived would  be  their  guide  hereafter,  and  that 
if  you  give  no  quarter  you  need  expect  none. 
If  you  observe  the  rules  of  civilized  warfare  I 
shall  rejoice  at  it,  as  no  one  can  regret  more  than 
myself  a  resort  to  such  measures  as  the  laws  of 
war  justify  towards  an  enemy  that  gives  no 
quarter. 

Your  remark  that  our  colored  soldiers  "  will 
not  be  regarded  as  prisoners  of  war,  but  will  be 
retained  and  humanely  treated,"  indicating  that 
you  consider  them  as  of  more  worth  and  im- 
portance than  your  own  soldiers  who  are  now 
in  our  hands,  is  certainly  very  complimentary  to 
the  colored  troops,  though  but  a  tardy  acknowl- 
edgment of  their  bravery  and  devotion  as  sol- 
diers ;  but  such  fair  words  can  neither  do  jus- 
tice to  the  colored  soldiers  who  were  butchered 
at  Fort  Pillow  after  they  had  surrendered  to 
their  victors,  nor  relieve  yourself,  General  For- 
rest, and  the  troops  serving  under  you,  from  the 
fearful  responsibility  now  resting  upon  you  for 
those  wanton  and  unparalleled  barbarities. 

I  concur  in  your  remarks  that  if  the  black  flag 
is  once  raised,  there  can  be  no  distinction  so  far 
as  our  soldiers  are  concerned.  No  distinction 
in  this  regard  as  to  color  is  known  to  the  laws 
of  war ;  and  you  may  rest  assured  that  the  out- 
rages we  complain  of  are  felt  by  our  white  sol- 
diers, no  less  than  by  our  black  ones,  as  insults 
to  their  common  banner,  the  flag  of  the  United 
States. 

I  will  close  by  a  reference  to  your  statement 
that  many  of  our  colored  soldiers  "  are  yet  wan- 
dering over  the  country,  attempting  to  return  to 
their  masters."  If  this  remark  is  intended  for  a 
joke,  it  is  acknowledged  as  a  good  one ;  but,  if 
stated  as  a  fact,  permit  me  to  correct  your  mis- 
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misapprehension*  by  informing  you  that  most 
of  tiiein  have  returned  to  their  respective  com- 
mands, their  search  for  their  late  "  masters"  hav- 
ing proved  bootless ;  and  I  think  I  do  not  exag- 
gerate in  assuring  you  that  there  is  not  a  colored 
soldier  here  who  does  not  prefer  the  fate  of  his 
comrades  at  Fort  Pillow  to  being  returned  to 
his  "  master." 

I  remain,  General, 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

C.  C.  Washbcsjt, 

Major-tieneraL 

CAPTAIN  J.  T.  YOUNG  TO  GENERAL  WASHBURN. 

Much*,  TnouHB,  September  12th,  ISM. 

Major  General  0.  C.  Washburn,  commanding 
District  West  Tennessee: 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  address  you  in 
regard  to  certain  papers  forwarded  you  by 
Major-Geueral  Forrest,  of  the  so-called  Con- 
federate army,  signed  by  me  under  protest, 
whilst  a  prisoner  of  war  at  Cahaba,  Alabama. 
I  would  first  call  your  attention  to  the  manner 
by  which  these  papers  were  procured.  About 
twenty-seventh  April  last,  all  Federal  prisoners 
(except  colored  soldiers)  were  sent  to  Anderson- 
ville  and  Macon,  Georgia,  myself  among  the 
number.  About  ten  days  after  my  arrival  at 
Macon  prison,  a  Confederate  Captain,  with  two 
men  as  guard,  came  to  that  prison  with  an  order 
for  me  to  return  to  Cahaba.  I  appealed  to  the 
ottioer  in  command  to  know  why  I  was  taken 
from  the  other  officers,  but  received  no  expla- 
nation. Many  of  my  friends  among  the  Federal 
officers  who  had  been  prisoners  louger  than  my- 
self felt  uneasy  at  the  proceedings,  and  advised 
me  to  make  my  escape  going  back,  as  it  was 
likely  a  subject  of  retaliation.  Consequently 
I  felt  considerable  uneasiness  of  mind.  On  return- 
ing to  Cahaba,  being  quite  unwell,  I  was  placed 
in  hospital,  under  guard,  with  still  no  explanation 
from  the  military  authorities.  On  the  day  fol- 
lowing, I  was  informed  by  a  sick  Federal  officer, 
also  in  hospital,  that  he  had  learned  that  I  had 
been  recognized  by  some  Confederate  as  a  de- 
serter from  the  Confederate  army,  and  that  I  was 
to  be  court-martialed  and  shot.  The  colored 
waiters  about  the  hospital  told  me  the  same 
thing,  and  although  I  knew  that  the  muster-rolls 
of  my  country  would  show  that  I  had  been  in 
the  volunteer  service  since  first  May,  1861,1 
still  felt  uneasy,  having  fresh  in  my  mind  Fort 
Pillow,  and  the  summary  manner  the  Confed- 
erate officers  have  of  disposing  of  men  on 
some  occasions.  With  the  above  impressions 
on  my  mind,  about  three  days  after  my  return 
to  Cahaba  1  was  Bent  for  by  the  Provost  Mar- 
shal, and  certain  papers  handed  me,  made  out 
by  General  Forrest  for  my  signature.  Looking 
over  the  papers,  1  found  that  signing  them  would 
be  an  endorsement  oi  General  Forrest's  official 
report  of  the  Fort  Pillow  affiur.  1  of  course  re- 
turned the  papers,  positively  refusing  to  have 
anything  to  do  with  them.  1  was  sent  for  again 
the  same  day,  with  request  to  sign  other  papers 
•f  +Ka  tsnd«ctcy%\raL\  T&a&&wL    I  again 


refused  to  sign  the  papers,  but  mt  G.- 
Forrest a  statement,  that  although  I 
some  of  the  versions  of  the  Furt  PHI.*  i 
which  I  liad  read  in  their  own  piper*,  si 
be  copied  frum  Federal  papers,  cugr: 
I  also  thought  that  his  own  official  i^A 
equally  so  iu  some  particulars. 

Here  the  matter  rested  about  <nx  • 
when  I  was  sent  for  by  Colond  H.  C 
commander  of  post  at  Cahaba,  vh>j  ci 
me  that  General  Forrest  had  sent  P.  T.  5 
to  see  me,  and  have  a  talk  with  mc  ib 
Fort  Pillow  fight  I  found  the  Judge  v, 
ble  and  rather  disposed  to  flatter  me ; 
that  General  Forrest  thought  that  1 
man  and  a  soldier,  and  that  the  General 
him  (the  Judge)  down  to  see  me  and  t 
about  the  Fort  Pillow  right ;  he  then  * 
tell  over  a  great  many  things  that  v 
tied  to  before  the  Military  Commissi-: 
was  perfectly  ignorant  of,  never  lu 
the  testimony.  He  then  produo 
which  General  Forrest  wished  me  to 
on  examination,  I  f  »und  them  about; 
those  previously  shown  me,  and  re£ 
to  sign  them,  but  the  Judge  was  vei 
nate,  and  finally  prevailed  on  me  to  a 
pers  you  have  in  your  possession,  pli 
self  that  if  I  wished  it  they  should  o 
by  General  Forrest  himself,  that  die 
intended  to  be  used  by  him  as  test 
merely  for  his  own  satisfaction. 

1  hope,  Geueral,  that  these  pai>er* 
me,  or  rather  extorted  from  me  whU< 
ress,  will  not  be  used  by  my  goverm 
disparagement,  for  my  only  wish  is 
three  years'  service  and  over,  to 
health,  which  has  suffered  badly  bj 
meut,  and  go  in  fur  the  war. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  Genei 
Your  obedient  servai 
John  T.  To 
Captain  Company  A,  Twenty -fourth.  1 
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THE  BATTLE  OF  IUKJL 

MAJOR-GENERAL  GRANT'S  REFQK 

HaiMVunnM  Dmn  Wbr  1 

Jacksox,  Tax.,  October  U, 

Colonel  J.  G.  JTsftoit,  A.  A.  GL,  I 

D.  0.: 

Colosel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make 
ing  report  of  the  battle  of  Iuka,  and 
herewith  such  reports  of  tabordinsl 
been  received. 

For  some  ten  days  or  more  beta 
move  of  the  rebel  army  under  Gi 
eastward  from  the  Mobile  and  Ohio 
was  evident  that  an  attack  upon  ( 
contemplated,  or  some  change  to  be 
location  of  that  army.  This  caused 
lance  to  be  necessary  on  the  part  of 
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that  to  the  southern  front,  under 
*<el  Mizuer.   The  labor  of  watching,  with 
fc^^&ODal  skirmishing,  was  most  satisfactorily 
*"**"xned,  and  almost  every  move  of  the  enemy 
-J^Xiown  as  soon  as  commenced. 
^  ^^ut       ©l©venth  of  September,  Price  left 
^-^^•ilroad,  the  in  f;  in  try  and  artillery  probably 
^^Og  from  Baldwin,  and  the  cavalry  from  the 
i^T^*  north  of  Baldwin,  towards  Bay  Springs.  At 
place  a  halt  of  a  few  days  seems  to 


been  made ;  likely  for  the  purpose  of  col- 
-^^Uig  stores  and  reconnoitring  on  the  eastern 
VwJ^   Ou  the  thirteenth  of  September  the  ene- 
cavalry  made  their  appearance  near  Iuka, 
were  repulsed  by  the  small  garrison  under 
'^Joael  Murphy,  of  the  Eighth  Wisconsin  iufan- 
etill  left  there  to  cover  the  removal  of  stores 
V^t  yet  brought  into  Corinth.   The  enemy  ap- 
faring  again  in  increased  force  on  the  same 
Ugr,  and  having  cut  the  railroad  and  telegraph 
between  thero  and  Burnsville,  Colonel  Murphy 
.  luraght  it  prudent  to  retire  to  save  his  forces. 
This  caused  a  considerable  amount  of  commis- 
*ary  stores  to  fall  iuto  the  hands  of  the  enemy, 
■  which  property  should  have  been  destroyed. 
Pr ice's  whole  force  then  soon  congregated  at 
tuka. 

Information  brought  in  by  scouts,  as  to  the 
intention  of  the  enemy,  was  conflicting.  One 
~-  report  was  that  Price  wanted  to  cross  Boer 

-  Creek  and  the  Tennessee  River,  for  the  purpose 
^-  of  crossing  Tennessee  and  getting  into  Ken- 
-~  tacky.   Another  that  Van  Dorn  was  to  march 

-  by  way  of  Ripley  and  attack  us  on  the  south- 
'-  west,  while  Trice  should  move  on  us  from  the 

-  east  or  north-west.  A  third  that  Price  would 
endeavor  to  cross  the  Tennessee,  and,  if  pursuit 
was  attempted,  Van  Dorn  was  in  readiness  to 

-  attack  Corinth. 

Having  satisfied  myself  that  Van  Dorn  could 

 not  reach  Corinth  under  four  days,  with  an  army 

embracing  all  arms,  I  determined  to  leave  Corinth 

-  with  a  force  sufficient  to  resist  cavalry,  and  to 
attack  Price  at  Iuka.  This  I  regarded  as  emi- 
nently my  duty,  let  either  of  the  enemy's  plans 

^  be  the  correct  solution.  Accordingly,  on  the 
.  .  sixteenth,  I  gave  some  general  directions  as  to 

—  the  plan  of  operations. 

General  Rosecrans  was  to  move  on  the  south 

side  of  the  railroad  to  opposite  Iuka,  and  attack 
j}  from  that  side  with  all  Lis  available  force,  after 

leaving  a  sufficient  force  at  Ricnzi  and  Ja- 
j  -   cinto,  to  prevent  the  surprise  of  Corinth  from 

that  direction. 

Major-General  Ord  was  to  move  to  Burnsville, 
: !'»  and  from  there  take  roads  north  of  the  railroad, 
;  c    and  attack  from  that  side.   General  Ord  having 

to  leave  from  his  two  divisions,  already  very 
:'    much  reduced  in  numbers,  from  long-continued 

service  and  the  number  of  battles  they  had  been 
;  in,  the  garrison  at  Corinth;  he  also  had  one 
<  regiment  of  infantry  and  a  squadron  of  cavalry 
i    at  Kossuth,  one  regiment  of  infantry  and  one 

company  of  cavalry  at  Cheuvall,  and  one  regi- 
\\    ment  of  infantry  that  moved,  under  Colonel 

Mower,  and  joined  General  Rosocrans'  com- 


mand, reduced  the  number  of  men  of  his  command 
available  to  the  expedition,  to  about  thirty  thou- 
sand. 

I  had  previously  ordered  the  infantry  of  Gen- 
eral Ross'  command  at  Bolivar  to  hold  themselves 
in  readiness  to  move  at  a  moments  warning ; 
had  also  directed  the  concentration  of  cars  at 
Jackson  to  move  these  troops. 

Within  twenty-four  hours  from  the  time  a 
despatch  left  Corinth  for  those  troops  to  "come 
on,'  they  had  arrived — three  thousaud  four  hun- 
dred in  number.  This,  notwithstanding  the 
locomotive  was  thrown  off  the  track  on  the 
Mississippi  Central  Road,  preventing  the  passage 
of  other  trains  for  several  hours.  This  force  was 
added  to  General  Ord's  command,  making  his 
entire  strength  over  six  thousaud  to  take  into 
the  field.  From  this  force  two  regiments  of  in- 
fantry and  one  section  of  artillery  were  taken, 
about  nine  hundred  men,  for  the  garrison  or  rear 
guard,  to  be  held  at  Burnsville.  Not  having 
General  Ord's  report*- these  figures  may  not  be 
accurate.  General  Rosecrans  was  moving  from 
Jacinto  eastward,  with  about  nine  thousaud  men, 
making  my  total  force  with  which  to  attack  the 
enemy  about  fifteen  thousand.  This  was  equal 
to  or  greater  than  their  number,  as  I  estimated 
them. 

General  Rosecrans,  at  his  suggestion,  ac- 
quiesced in  by  me,  was  to  move  northward  from 
his  eastern  march  in  two  columns :  one,  under 
Hamilton,  was  to  move  up  the  Fulton  and  £ast- 

Jort  road ;  the  other,  under  Stanley,  on  the 
aciuto  road  from  Barnett's. 

On  the  eighteenth  General  Ord's  command 
was  pushed  forward,  driving  in  the  enemy's 
pickets  and  capturing  a  few  prisoners,  taking 
position  within  six  miles  of  Iuka.  I  expected, 
from  the  following  despatch,  that  General  Rose- 
crans would  be  near  enough  by  the  night  of  the 
eighteenth  to  make  it  safe  for  Ord  to  press  for- 
ward on  the  morning  of  the  nineteenth,  and  bring 
on  an  engagement: 

"September  18,  1*0% 
"  General  Grant  :  One  of  my  spies,  in  from 
Reardon's,  on  the  Bay  Spring  road,  tells  of  a 
continuous  movement,  since  last  Friday,  of  forces 
eastward.  They  say  Van  Dom  is  to  defend 
Vicksburg,  Breckinridge  to  make  his  way  to 
Kentucky,  Price  to  attack  Iuka,  or  go  to  Ten- 
nessee. If  Price's  forces  are  at  Iuka,  the  plan  I 
propose  is,  to  move  up  as  close  as  we  can  to- 
night and  conceal  our  movements;  Ord  to 
advance  from  Burnsville,  commence  the  attack, 
and  draw  their  attention  that  way  while  I  move 
in  on  the  Jacinto  and  Fulton  road,  and  crushing 
in  their  left,  cut  off  their  retreat  eastward. 

"  I  propose  to  leave,  in  ten  minutes,  for  Jacinto , 
whence  I  will  despatch  you  by  line  of  vedettes 
to  Burnsville.  Will  wait  a  few  minutes  to  hear 
from  you  before  I  start  What  news  from 
Burnsville  T 

44  W.  8.  Rosecrans, 

Brifadier-CtaatnL" 

To  which  I  sent  the  following  reply : 
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" Hkadqujjrvbb  Darner  War  Tim— ra,  1 
Buararuu,  X»,  September  18,1802.  J 

M General  Rosecrans:  General  Ross'  com- 
mand is  at  this  place,  McArthur's  division  is 
north  of  the  road,  two  miles  to  the  rear,  and 
Davis1  division  sonth  of  the  road,  north.  I  sent 
forward  two  regiments  of  infantry,  with  cavalry, 
by  the  road  north  of  the  railroad  toward  Iuka, 
with  instructions  for  them  to  bivouac  for  the 
night  at  a  point  which  was  designated,  about 
four  miles  from  here,  if  not  interrupted,  and 
have  the  cavalry  feel  where  the  enemy  are.  Be- 
fore they  reached  the  point  on  the  road  (you 
will  see  it  on  the  map — the  road  north  of  the 
railroad)  they  met  what  was  supposed  to  be 
Armstrong's  cavalry.  The  rebel  cavalry  were 
forced  back,  and  I  sent  instructions  there  to 
have  them  stop  for  the  night  where  they  thought 
they  could  safely  hold. 

"In  the  morning  troops  will  advance  from 
here  at  4)£  a.  x.  An  anonymous  despatch,  just 
received,  states  that  Price,  lAagruder,  and  Breck- 
inridge have  a  force  of  sixty  thousand  between 
Iuka  and  Tupelo.  This,  I  have  no  doubt,  is  the 
understanding  of  citizens,  but  I  very  much 
doubt  this  information  being  correct.  Your 
reconnoissances  prove  that  were  is  but  little 
force  south  of  Corinth  for  a  long  distance,  and 
no  great  force  between  Bay  Spring  and  the  rail- 
road. Make  as  rapid  an  advance  as  you  can, 
and  let  us  do  to-morrow  all  we  can.  It  may  be 
necessary  to  fall  back  the  day  following.  I 
look  upon  the  showing  of  a  cavalry  force  so 
near  us  as  an  indication  of  a  retreat,  and  they  a 
force  to  cover  it 

u  U.  8.  Grant, 

Mejor-Genend." 

After  midnight  the  following  despatch  was 
received : 

HBAfi2ptSber^8^8^"'} 

u  General:  Your  despatch  received.  General 
Stanley's  division  arrived  after  dark,  having 
been  detained  by  falling  in  the  rear  of  Ross 
through  fault  of  guide.  Our  cavalry  six. miles 
this  side  of  Barnett's  ;  Hamilton's  First  brigade 
eight,  Second  brigade  nine  miles  this  side; 
Stanley's  near  Davenport's  Mills.  We  shall 
move  as  early  as  practicable — say  ±%  a.  x. 
This  will  give  twenty  miles  march  for  Stanley 
to  Iuka.  Shall  not,  therefore,  be  in  before  one 
or  two  o'clock,  but  when  we  come  in  will  en- 
deavor to  do  it  strongly. 

M  W.  S.  ROSEGRANB, 

Brlgftdier-Geiteral,  U.S.  A." 

Receiving  this  despatch,  as  I  did,  late  at  night, 
and  when  I  supposed  these  troops  were  far  on 
their  way  toward  Iuka,  and  had  made  my  {dans 
accordingly,  caused  some  disappointment,  and 
made  a  change  of  plans  necessary.  I  immedi- 
ately despatched  General  Ord,  giving  him  the 
substance  of  the  above,  and  directions  not  to 
move  on  the  enemy  until  Rosecrans  arrived,  or 
he  should  hear  fining  to  ftx&  awrthot  Iuka.  Of 


this  change  General  Rosecrans  wai  \ 
informed  by  despatch,  sent  with  his  rei 
senger.  During  the  day  General  Ord 
to  my  headquarters  at  Iuka,  and  in  coi 
we  both  agreed  that  it  would  be  imp-m 
General  Rosecrans  to  get  his  troop*  u 
to  make  an  attack  that  day.  The  Get 
instructed,  however,  to  move  forwan 
in  the  enemy's  advance  guards,  but  no 
on  an  engagement  unless  he  should  h 
At  night  another  despatch  was  recei 
General  Rosecrans,  dated  from  Bani& 
eight  miles  from  Iuka,  written  at  1: 
stating  that  the  head  of  the  column  L 
there  at  12  x.  Owing  to  the  dens 
forests,  and  the  difficulties  of  passiLg 
streams  and  bottoms,  all  communic 
tween  General  Rosecrans  and  m}* 
pass  far  around — near  Jacinto — evec 
had  got  on  the  road  leading  north, 
reason  his  communication  was  not  reci 
after  the  engagement.  I  did  not  bear 
gagemcnt,  however,  until  the  next  day 
the  following  despatch  had  been  pro 
warded : 

"Headquarters  Akkt  or  m  Vam 

Two  MiLU  .Soi  th  of  Iuka,  Sept.  19,  6 J,  I 

44  General  :  We  met  the  enemy  in  ; 
this  point  The  engagement  las  re" 
hours.  We  have  lost  two  or  three 
artillery.  Firing  was  very  heavy.  ' 
attack  in  the  morning,  and  in  force.  T 
is  horrid — unknown  to  us,  and  no  roo 
velopmeut;  couldn't  use  our  artilkj 
fired  but  few  shots.  Push  in  on  to  l 
we  can  have  time  to  do  something, 
try^  to^jet  a  position  on  our  right  « 

u  W.  S.  Rosecrans 
BrlgedMr-Oeaem, 

This  despatch  was  received  at  &35 
the  twentieth,  and  the  following  im 
sent: 

"BrnsTiLU,8cvL  80,  life 
u  General  Ord  :  (Set  your  troops  up  i 
as  soon  as  possible.  Rosecrans  had  t 
fighting  last  night,  and  now  this  morni 
and  unless  you  can  create  a  divers* 
favor  he  may  find  his  hands  full 
"Hurry  up  your  troops — all  posnbb 

m  u.  a  gra 


The  statement  that  the  engagement 
menced  again  in  the  morning  was  on  lb 
of  hearing  artillery.  General  Ord,  h« 
same,  however,  pushed  on  with  all  pi 
8  patch,  without  awaiting  orders. 

Two  of  my  staff—Colonels  Dickey  an 
had  gone  around  to  where  General 
was,  and  were  with  him  during  the 
of  the  engagement  Returningin  the 
endeavoring  to  cut  off  some  of  the 
they  became  lost  and  entangled  in  t3 
and  remained  oat  over  night,  arrivui 
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-Jarters  next  morning  about  the  same  hour  that 
.  eneral  Rosecrans'  messenger  arrived.  For  the 
.Articular  troops  engaged,  and  the  part  taken 
.  jr  each  regiment,  I  will  have  to  refer  you  en- 
.  rely  to  the  accompanying  reports  of  those 
Boers  who  were  present 

-  Not  occupying  Iuka  afterward  for  any  length 
■  T  time,  ana  then  not  until  a  force  sufficient  to 

-  ■  -ire  protection  for  any  great  distance  arrived 
^~he  tattle  was  fought  about  two  miles  out), 

cannot  accompany  this  with  a  topographical 
~*p.  I  send,  however,  a  map  showing  all  the 
JjaOB  and  plans  named  in  this  report  The 
*  otzntry  between  the  road  travelled  by  General 
M's  command,  to  some  distance  south  of  the 
iilroad,  is  impassable  for  cavalry,  and  almost 
o  for  infantry.  It  is  impossible  for  artillery  to 
xrve  southward  to  the  road  travelled  by  Gen- 
ral  Rosecrans'  command.  Soon  after  despatch- 
Qeneral  Ord,  word  was  brought  by  one  of 
xj  staff,  Colonel  Hillyer,  that  the  enemy  were 
a  fnll  retreat  I  immediately  proceeded  to 
oka  and  found  that  the  enemy  had  left  during 
he  night,  taking  every  thing  with  them  except 
heir  wounded  and  the  artillery  taken  by  them 
he  evening  before.  Going  south  by  the  Fulton 
osvcL,  Generals  Stanley  and  Hamilton  were  in 
pursuit 

This  was  the  first  I  knew  of  the  Fulton 
road ;  with  it  occupied,  no  route  would  have 
3een  left  them  except  east,  with  the  difficult 
Dottom  of  Bear  Creek  to  cross,  or  northeast, 
with  the  Tennessee  River  in  their  front,  or  to 
sonqner  their  way  out  A  partial  examination 
of  the  country  afterwards  convinced  me,  how- 
ever, that  troops  moving  in  separate  columns  by 
the  route  suggested,  could  not  support  each 
other  until  they  arrived  near  Iuka.  On  the 
other  hand  an  attempt  to  retreat,  according  to 
the  programme,  would  have  brought  General 
JOrd,  with  his  force,  on  the  rear  of  the  retreat- 
ing column. 

,  For  casualties  and  captures,  see  accompany- 
,  ing  reports. 

The  battle  of  Iuka  foots  up  as  follows : 
<  On  the  sixteenth  of  September  wo  commenced 
.  to  collect  our  strength  to  move  upon  Price,  at 
( Inks,  in  two  columns ;  the  one  to  the  right  of 
,  the  railroad,  commanded  by  Brigadier-General 
'  (now  Major-General)  W.  S.  Rosecrans ;  the  one 
to  the  left  commanded  by  Major-General  E.  O.C. 
Ord.  On  the  night  of  the  eighteenth  the  latter 
was  in  position  to  bring  on  an  engagement  in 
one  hour's  march.  The  former,  from  having  a 
greater  distance  to  march,  and  through  the  faiit 
of  a  guide,  was  twenty  miles  back.  On  the  nine- 
teenth, by  making  a  rapid  march,  hardy,  well- 
diacipnned,  and  tried  troops  arrived  within  two 
miles  of  the  place  to  be  attacked.  Unexpectedly 
the  enemy  took  the  initiative  and  became  the 
attacking  party.  The  ground  chosen  was  such 
that  a  largo  force  on  our  side  could  not  be 
brought  into  action ;  but  the  bravery  and  endur- 
ance of  those  brought  in  was  such  that,  with  the 
skill  and  presence  of  mind  of  the  officer  com- 
manding, tney  were  able  to  hold  their  ground 


till  night  closed  the  conflict  During  the  night 
the  enemy  fled,  leaving  our  troops  in  possession 
of  the  field,  with  their  dead  to  bury  and  wound- 
ed to  care  for.  If  it  was  the  object  of  the  enemy 
to  make  their  way  into  Kentucky,  they  were 
defeated  in  that ;  if  to  hold  their  position  until 
Van  Dorn  could  come  up  on  the  south-west  of 
Corinth,  and  make  a  simultaneous  attack,  they 
were  defeated  in  that  Our  only  defeat  was  in 
not  capturing  the  entire  army,  or  in  destroying 
it,  as  I  had  hoped  to  do. 

It  was  a  part  of  General  Hamilton's  command 
that  did  the  fighting,  directed  entirely  by  that 
cool  and  deserving  officer.  I  commend  him  to 
the  President  for  acknowledgment  of  his  ser- 
vices. 

During  the  absence  of  these  forces  from  Cor- 
inth, that  post  was  left  in  charge  of  Brigadier- 
General  T.  J.  McKean.  The  southern  front  from 
Jacinto  to  Rienzi  was  under  the  charge  of  Col- 
onel DuBois,  with  a  small  infantry  and  cavalry 
force.  The  service  was  most  satisfactorily  per- 
formed. Colonel  DuBois  showing  great  vigilance 
and  efficiency.  I  was  kept  constantly  advised 
of  the  movements  of  flying  bodies  of  cavalry 
that  were  hovering  in  our  front 

The  wounded,  both  friend  and  enemy,  are 
much  indebted  to  Surgeon  J.  G.  F.  Holbrook, 
Medical  Director,  for  his  untiring  labor  in  or- 
ganizing hospitals  and  providing  for  their  every 
want 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  paying  a 
tribute  to  all  the  officers  and  soldiers  compris- 
ing this  command.  Their  couduct  on  the  march 
was  exomplary,  and  all  were  eager  to  meet  the 
enemy.  The  possibility  of  defeat  I  do  not  think 
entered  the  mind  of  a  single  individual,  and  I  be- 
lieve this  same  feeliug  now  pervades  the  entire 
army  which  I  have  the  honor  to  command. 

I  neglected  to  mention  in  the  proper  connection 
that  to  cover  our  movement  from  Corinth,  and 
to  attract  the  attention  of  the  enemy  in  another 
direction,  I  ordered  a  movement  from  Bolivar 
towards  Holly  Springs.  This  was  conducted  by 
Brigadier-General  Lauman. 

Before  completing  this  report  the  report  of 
Major-General  Ord  was  received,  and  accompa- 
nies this : 

I  am,  Colonel,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant 

U.  S.  Grant, 


Doc  64 

THE  AFFAIR  AT  VIENNA,  VA. 

QENERAL  SOHENOK*  STATEMENT. 

In  a  debate  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
at  Washington,  in  April,  1864,  Mr.  Voorhees 
alluded  to  the  affair  at  Vienna,  which  took  place 
in  June,  1861,  which  called  forth  the  following 
from  General  Schenck : 

"  The  gentleman's  allusion  to  the  achievement 
at  Vienna,  he  now  refuses  to  explain  with  that 


-  jsbtij  in  tne  war,  in  June,  law,  Happening 
to  be  the  first  Brigadier-General  of  volunteers 
ordered  across  the  Potomac,  I  proceeded  with 
my  brigade  under  these  orders  to  a  point  where 
I  established  my  camp  on  the  Loudon  and 
Hampshire  Railroad,  south  of  this  city,  and  a 
few  miles  above  Alexandria. 

"  Brigadier-General  Daniel  Tyler,  of  Connecti- 
cut, soon  afterwards  arrived  and  encamped  in 
the  same  neighborhood.  He  was  ordered  a  few 
days  afterwards,  by  our  commanding  General,  to 
proceed  with  a  force  of  four  hundred  men  up 
the  railroad,  in  a  train  of  cars,  and  did  so,  ex- 
tending his  reconnoissance  not  only  to,  but 
some  distance  beyond,  Vienna.  The  next  day, 
or  the  second  day  after,  I  waa  directed  to  send, 
by  riimilar  conveyance,  one  of  my  regiments  up 
thu  road  to  go  as  far  as  that  point,  picketing 
the  line  of  road  by  leaving  companies  at  inter- 
vals along  it,  and  afterwards  to  establish  the 
regiment  at  a  crossing  on  the  road  to  Fall's 
Church,  some  seven  miles  below  Vienna.  A 
train  was  sent  to  me  for  that  purpose  from 
Alexandria.  When  the  cars  arrived  at  my  camp 
the  colonel  commanding  the  regiment  (the  First 
Ohio  volunteer  infantry)  which  I  had  detailed 
for  that  service  not  having  returned  from  this 
city,  where  he  was  for  the  day  on  leave  of 
absence,  though  he  subsequently  overtook  us 
on  the  road,  I  took  the  command  of  the  regi- 
ment and  proceeded  on  the  duty. 

"  When  we  slowly  approached  Vienna,  having 
then  still  three  or  perhaps  four  companies  re- 
maining, we  found  a  largely  superior  force  of 
rebelri  had  taken  position  at  a  bend  of  the  rail- 
road, who  delivered  their  fire  on  us  with  three 
pieces  of  artillery.  They  were  brought  there 
probably  from  CenterviUc,  in  consequence  of 
the  alarm  given  by  the  expedition  of  the  day 
before. 

44  TI)A  Atiomv'fl  flrtroA  wna  aiiVkanniiAnflv  oonor. 


The  labors  of  this  as* 
ganixed  on  the  ninth  of 
of  mitigating  the  hardal 
are  now,  by  the  return  c 
lution  of  the  principal 
happily  ended.  Having 
soldier,  who  needed  on 
homeward  way,  and  fini 
our  hospital,  we  resign 
conferred  them  upon  ui 
we  have  undertaken  tc 
spectfully  tender  to  tho 
lavish  charity  has  made 
final  account  of  our  stev 

Where  such  an  infinite 
to  be  done,  we  could  no 
all  that  we  might  wish 
manded  of  us  ;  and  if  th 
our*  hands  the  means  t 
satisfied  that  we  have  i 
we  shall  cease  from  ou 
hearts,  and  seek  no  other 
springs  from  the  rocollex 
good  which  their  genert 
us  to  do. 

The  first  efforts  of  the 
Relief  Association  were  c 
supplying,  if  possible,  tl 
hospital  for  sick  and  w 
great  metropolis.  Tlu-j 
back  from  the  battle-nek 
suffering.  For  a  time  t 
United  States  gladly  avu 
ties  for  this  service.  1 
own  experience,  it  so  ii 
usefulness  \hat  we  won 
ments  of  duty  which  the 
undertake— such  as  the 
charged  from  service,  < 
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comfort,  and  cheer  to  thousands  of  men.  This 
tabor  hat*  taxed  our  resources  to  an  extent,  of 
which,  in  the  beginning,  we  did  not  even  dream. 
The  vast  and  novel  experience  of  the  years 
through  which  we  have  just  passed  demanded 
tar  more  than  could  be  done  by  the  constituted 
•public  authorities.  To  follow  such  armies  as  it 
put  into  the  field,  beyond  the  usnal  provision 
for  ordinary  expenses,  or,  at  most,  beyond  the 
.most  pressing  need  of  sickness  and  disaster,  was 
Hot  in  its  power.  The  love  and  sympathy  of 
the  people,  for  whom  these  gallant  men  suffered, 
"was  left  to  do  the  rest  To  step  in  between  the 
provision  which  official  authority  could  make, 
and  the  eager  readiness  of  personal  affection,  to 
hand  over  tenderly  the  subject  of  disease  and 
suffering  from  the  one  to  the  other,  to  supply 
the  lack  of  home  and  love  to  those  for  whom  no 
home  and  no  love  waited  and  watched,  was  left 
Ed  the  considerate  wisdom  and  the  prompt  and 
iiligent  kindness  of  hearts  glowing  with  a  gen- 
erous patriotism  and  Christian  devotion.  To  do 
this  great  work  the  New  England  Soldiers'  Re- 
lief Association  was  organized  in  April,  1862. 
A  suitable  building  was  provided,  and  the  work 
placed  in  trustworthy  hands.  I  am  sure  that  a 
concise  statement  of  the  duties  this  Association 
has  performed,  as  the  almoner  of  their  bounty, 
cannot  be  wearisome  or  uninteresting  to  those 
whose  liberal  and  unsparing  charity  has  fur- 
nished the  means  of  all  its  usefulness. 

From  the  ninth  day  of  April,  1862,  to  the  first 
day  of  September,  1865,  we  have  received,  reg- 
istered, lodged,  fed.  aided,  and  clothed  sick, 
wounded,  and  disabled  soldiers,  coming  from 
almost  every  State,  to  the  number  of  86,073 : 

Maine   11,330 

New  Hampshire   7,216 

Vermont   6,420 

Massachusetts   18.546 

Rhode  Island   2,655 

Connecticut   5,451 

New  York   11,850 

New  Jersey   1,253 

Pennsylvania   5,783 

Delaware   391 

Maryland   285 

District  of  Columbia   334 

Virginia   189 

West  Virginia   18 

North  Carolina.   56 

South  Carolina   46 

Georgia   50 

Alabama   19 

Mississippi  ,   625 

Liouisiana   65 

Texas.   22 

Ohio   2,523 

Indiana   1,514 

Illinois   1,366 

Michigan   442 

'Wisconsin   1,035 

Minnesota.   163 

Florida   10 

Iowa   219 


Kentucky   140 

Tennessee   20 

Arkansas   6 

Missouri   77 

Kansas   5 

California   31 

Vet.  Res.  Corps   4,284 

U.  S.  Navy   74 

U.  S.  Troops   2,097 

U.  S.  Colored  Troops   509 

Total   86,073 

We  also  received,  welcomed,  and  entertained 
New  England  regiments  passing  through  our 
city  on  the  way  to  the  field,  caring  and  provid- 
ing /or  their  wants  to  tho  aggregate  number  of 
278,496  men.  In  like  manner  it  has  been  our 
privilege  to  welcome,  of  the  returning  veterans 
of  our  glorious  armies,  34,383  men,  bearing  upon 
their  standards  the  names  of  those  memorable 
battle-fields  upon  which  they  have  won  such 
immortal  renown. 

The  foregoing  figures  are  made  irrespective 
of  detachments  of  men  otherwise  proviaed  for, 
and  of  a  very  large  number  of  outside  recipients, 
whose  names  do  not  appear  upon  our  records, 
but  who  have,  from  time  to  time,  received  our 
aid. 

This  does  not  include  the  regiments  which 
have  passed  through  the  city  from  the  States  of 
Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island,  the  care,  recep- 
tion, and  entertaiument  of  which  has  devolved 
upon  their  energetic  and  able  military  agent, 
Colonel  John  H.  Almy,  whose  entire  time  has 
been  so  indiiBtriounly  devoted  to  their  interests, 
and  whose  early  and  constant  co-operation  with 
me  has  been  of  infinite  value  to  the  associ- 
ation. 

,  We  beg  leave  to  call  especial  attention  to  our 
Hospital  Record,  the  value  of  which  will  be  evi- 
dent upon  a  moments  consideration.  Herein  we 
have  secured  and  recorded,  from  personal  visita- 
tions at  the  bedsides  of  our  suffering  soldiers  in 
hospitals  in  and  near  this  city,  the  names,  com- 
pany, regiment,  residence,  hospital,  dnte  of  admis- 
sion, wound,  disease,  and  fined  disposition  of 
every  soldier  who  has  been  admitted  within 
their  wards. 

The  countless  inquiries  that  came  to  us  from 
burdened  hearts,  and  tho  eager,  painful,  and 
often  disappointed  search  lor  some  single  suf- 
ferer, led  us  to  the  adoption  of  this  complete 
and  systematic  record,  which  has  amply  recom- 
pensed us. 

Of  the  labor  and  care  bestowed  upon  this  por- 
tion of  our  work,  some  estimate  may  be  formed 
from  the  fact  that  it  contains  the  names,  regx- 
ments,  company,  residence,  date  of  admission, 
wound  or  disease,  and  Anal  disposition  of  91,609 
soldiers.   They  were  from  the  following  States : 

Maine   5JL23 

New  Hampshire   8,103 

Vermont   2,191 

Massachusetts   8,635 
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Rhode  Island   1,174 

Connecticut   3,920 

New  York   27,233 

New  Jersey   7,300 

Pennsylvania   5,661 

Delaware . . .  i   143 

Maryland   369 

Virginia   97 

Ohio   5,307 

Indiana   1,247 

Illinois   2,052 

Michigan    2,128 

Wisconsin   1,576 

U.  a  Troops   3,013 

Yet  Res.  Corps.   1,326 

PriaofWar   3,007 

District  of  Columbia.   39 

North  Carolina   35 

South  Carolina.   43 

Alabama   29 

Louisiana   18 

Kentucky   157 

Tennessee   35 

Iowa   633 

Minnesota   18 

Florida   4 

Missouri   132 

Georgia   14 

Mississippi   5 

U.  S.  Colored  Troops   1,635 

Signal  Corps   25 

Miscellaneous   524 


Total  91,609 


Thus,  it  will  be  perceived  that,  during  the 
three  years  and  four  months  this  institution  has 
been  in  operation,  it  has  aided,  lodged,  and  gen- 
erally provided  for,  within  its  walls,  besides  the 
numerous  calls  upon  its  resources  for  out-door 
relief,  the  large  number  of  86,073. 

And  it  will  be  seen  by  the  footings  of  the 
"  General  Hospital  Register"  of  this  association, 
that  the  names,  companies,  regiments,  renidences, 
disease  or  wound,  and  final  disposition  of  all  sol- 
diers who  have  been  admitted  to  hospitals  in 
this  city  and  vicinity,  have  been  permanently 
and  systematically  recorded,  to  the  number  of 
91,609. 

The  number  of  soldiers  and  regiments  re- 
ceived and  cared  for  in  their  passage  to  the  war, 
was  278,496 — viz. :  from  Massachusetts,  155,234 ; 
from  New  Hampshire,  33,258 ;  from  Vermont, 
34£55 ;  from  Maine,  55,449. 

The  number  of  soldiers  received  and  enter- 
tained upon  their  return  from  the  war,  was 
34,383. 

The  total  number  of  sick,  wounded,  enfeebled, 
discharged,  furloughed,  and  passing  soldiers 
aided  and  provided  for,  was  490,661. 

The  gross  amount  of  our  expenditure  during  the 
above  period  will  be  seen  \>y  reference  to  the 
report  of  Marvelle  W.  Cooper,  Esq.,  our  ener- 
getic Treasurer,  whose  hearty  and  sympathetic 
action  has  been  so  strongly  enlisted  for  the  wel- 
fare of  the  association  and  its  objects. 


Amount  of  expenditures  of  the  NV*  h£ 
Soldiers'  Relief  Association  from  April  9iL.l 
to  its  dose,  September  1st,  1865  (wm- 
months),  $60,518.29,  being  an  avenge  i*i  a 
of  $1,440.91. 

In  this  Connection  it  is  my  duty,  as  well* 

Sleasure,  to  acknowledge  the  attention  uf  d 
.  Sanitary  Commission  throughout  the  v, 
our  interests,  and  their  final  actiun  m  iu 
the  debts  of  the  association,  amowiaug  ioi 
thousand  three  hundred  and  seven  dufiu 
four  cents  ($7307.04). 

In  this  rapid  review  of  the  bem-fitti 
have  been  secured  by  this  associatiuo,  vi 
that  it  has  been  to  the  passing  soldier  his' 
way  Home"  to  and  from  the  tattle-field,  i 
he  might  tuny  for  a  night,  or  wait  mini  \ 
pollution  could  be  furnished ;  to  the  ditch 
veteran,  weary,  maimed,  and  feeble,  a  pL 
refuge  and  shelter ;  to  the  homeless  *m 
asylum  where  he  has  ever  been  made  Wei 
to  the  charities  it  has  dispensed,  until  u 
vision  could  be  made  for  him, or  ui.nl  1 
n  called  to  that  eternal  rest  which  lit*  Ik 
this  battle-field  of  life. 

To  the  anxious  ones  at  home  it  hat  In 
central  bureau  of  information,  alwayi  up 
all  inquiries,  and  a  key  and  military  guidr 
matters  concerning  their  interests. 

To  mention  all  to  whom  we  are  special 
debted  for  their  active  sympathy  and  tens 
in  accomplishing  these  results,  and  to  aw 
out  to  each  his  adequate  portion  of  it 
would  be  altogether  impossible ;  but.  & 
make  any  distinctions,  we  cannot  close  thi 
port  without  placing  upon  record  uithe 
earnest  manner,  an  ackiiowledguitut  f 
constant  obligations  to  the  Your. g  MentS 
Watchers'  Association,  R.  B.  Lockv>voi! 
President,  who  have  maintained,  during 
entire  years,  their  most  coiunieudabk-  orp 
tion,  and  have  never  permitted  a  night  i» 
without  two  of  their  number  watchiug.sf  i 
ful  nurses,  at  the  bedsides  of  our  brave  dd 
en.  While  writing  my  report  I  have  r*s 
the  sad  intelligence  of  the  death  of  the  U 
estimable  President  of  this  association, 
Charles  T.  CoggeshaH,  who  has  passed  to 
rest  the  pathway  to  which  he  had  done  » a 
to  smooth  for  many  a  sick  and  weary  soUm 
our  rooms.  To  the  benevolent  and  soUien 
lief  societies,  and  to  town  and  church  <sp 
tions,  and  individuals  iu  the  Eastern  Staid 
New  York,  our  thanks  are  especially  due. 
a  matter  of  regret  that  the  limits  preicribi 
this  report  render  it  impossible  to  sab 
detailed  acknowledgment  which  the  tender  i 
ities  and  forethought  of  the  donon  de* 
This  stream  of  charity  has  never  ceased  to 
If  ever  our  supplies  have  fallen  short,  it  k 
quired  but  a  whisper  of  our  needs  to  hri 
most  substantial  answer.  To  Mrs.  Ri- 
sen, our  Matron,  also,  we  tender,  on  beta 
the  man v  thousand  sufferers  whomshsbi 
lieved,  the  fullest  and  warmest  thanks—A* 
limit  to  whose  labor  has  been  her  proof 
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ithetic  compliance  with  the  demands  her 
is  and  trying  positions  have  imposed.  Dr. 
tt  Herrick,  too,  deserves  the  special  thanks 
who  have  been  interested  in  our  labors,  for 
iremitting  care  and  marked  skill  which 
i  exhibited  in  his  attendance  at  the  hospi- 
S.  E.  Low,  Esq.,  our  former  Treasurer, 
*  protracted  absence  from  the  city  last 
lade  his  resignation  necessary,  the  asso- 
i  is  indebted  for  the  ability,  prudence,  and 
mtic  care  with  which  he  so  successfully 
;ed  our  financial  concerns,  as  well  as  for 
earty,  zealous,  and  earnest  co-operation 
he  gave  to  all  matters  which  appertained 
interests  of  the  sick  and  wounded  sol- 

To  the  Reverend  Alex.  R.  Thompson, 
Dur  Chaplain,  whose  self-imposed  and  effi- 
abors  at  the  altar  of  our  institution,  and 
devoted  ministrations  by  the  bedside  of 
ck,  wounded,  and  dying  men,  have  won 
re  of  all ;  and  finally,  to  the  Ladies*  Com- 
,  whose  untiring  labors  have  been  only  an 
ition  of  that  self-sacrificing  devotion  to 
use  which  has  so  marked  and  character- 
le  women  of  our  country  throughout  the 
ve  tender  the  homage  of  our  gratitude 
>nor.   I  cannot  close  this  portion  of  my 

without  acknowledging  in  some  feeble 
r  the  opportune  aid  and  counsel  at  all 
so  courteously  rendered  to  this  associa- 
y  Major-General  John  A.  Dix,  late  com- 
ig  officer  of  this  Department,  in  the  midst 

multiplied  and  onerous  duties  of  his  po- 

It  is  also  eminently  due  to  Brigadier- 
ri  R.  8.  Satterlee,  Medical  Purveyor  of  the 
ment,  that  a  proper  acknowledgment 

be  made  for  his  kindly  co-operation  in 
ig  us  to  provide  for  the  necessities  of  our 
s ;  as  well  as  to  Colonel  W.  J.  Sloan,  Med- 
rector,  whose  humane  co-operation  in  all 
s  appertaining  to  the  interests  of  our 
id  wounded  soldiers  was  so  freely  and 
atly  afforded.  And  finally,  of  Charles  A. 
1,  his  most  estimable  family,  and  the  As- 
use,  I  must  not  forget  to  remind  you,  and 
urn  our  thanks  for  their  long-continued 
ss.  The  near  proximity  of  our  rooms  to 
itor,  impelled  us  at  all  hours  of  the  day 
ght  to  call  upon  them  for  the  luxuries  and 
ies  of  the  market,  and  especially  on  the 
i  arrival  of  sick  and  wounded  officers  and 
rhich  has  been  always  afforded  with  an 
ing  hand  and  a  hearty  will,  refusing  to 
3  in  return  anything  but  our  thanks, 
re  said  that  the  labors  of  our  association 
w  formally  brought  to  a  close,  but  the 
duties  of  charity  still  remain.  Amid  the 
Qgs  which  have  filled  the  national  heart 
final  success  of  our  arms,  the  restoration 
ce,  and  the  eager  return  of  our  people 
pursuits  of  industry,  we  must  not  forget 
ims  of  poverty  and  bereavement  heard 
ry  hand.  We  cannot  forget  the  soldier's 
',  his  fatherless  child,  his  childless  parents, 
3  soldier  himself,  broken  down  and  disa- 
i  the  service  of  our  common  cause.  Let 
.  X.— Doc.  47 


us  see  to  it  that  the  debt  of  .gratitude  we  owe 
these  stricken  and  mourning  children  of  the 
Republic  is  fully  paid.  From  beneath  the  simple 
ana  unlettered  head-boards  that  stud  the  battle- 
fields of  the  rebellion,  marking  the  resting-places 
of  its  heroic  defenders,  there  comes  an  appeal 
telling  us,  in  language  not  to  be  misunderstood, 
that  the  work  of  humanity,  so  well  begun  and 
carried  on,  is  not  fully  completed,  until  every 
crippled  and  disabled  soldier  shall  have  been 
adequately  and  tenderly  cared  for,  and  until 
every  helpless  widowed  heart  that  has  laid  its 
dearest  offering  upon  the  altar  of  our  country, 
shall  have  received  such  consolation  and  such 
relief  as  it  is  in  the  power  of  a  grateful  people 
to  bestow. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Frank  E.  Hows, 

Superintendent. 

Treasurers  Report 

The  concise  and  admirable  report  of  our 
Superintendent,  detailing  the  results  of  the 
operations  of  this  association,  has  prepared  you 
for  the  final  report  of  its  Treasurer. 

It  has  been  a  matter  of  sincere  regret  that 
Mr.  S.  E.  Low,  the  former  Treasurer,  who  labor- 
ed with  so  much  zeal  and  earnestness  in  all 
matters  conuected  with  the  best  interests  of  the 
association,  and  to  whom  it  is  indebted  for  the 
practical  business  ability  and  hearty  co-opera- 
tion he  gave  to  all  objects  promotive  of  its  wel- 
fare, was  obliged  to  resign  his  position,  after 
over  three  years'  service,  on  account  of  neces- 
sary absence'  from  the  city. 

Those  who  have  listened  to  the  simple,  truth- 
ful testimony  which  the  statistics  afford  of  the 
benefit  and  relief  which  the  generous  and  loyal 
offerings  of  our  people  have  enabled  the  associ- 
ation to  dispense  to  our  sick  and  wounded 
soldiers,  will  join  me  in  surprise  at  the  com- 
parative small  sum  which  it  has  cost  through 
the  economy  and  system  which  has  marked  its 
management. 

On  July  1,  1865,  at  which  time  the 
books  and  accounts  of  the  associa- 
tion were  transferred  to  my  hands, 
there  was  in  bank  a  balance  of  83,969  29 

Donations  from  that  time  to  the  close 
of  the  association   1,350  00 

Amount  advanced  by  Treasurer   130  06 


•5,449  35 

The  expenditures  for  the  same  period, 
to  wit,  for  the  months  of  June,  July, 
August,  and  September,  have  been 
for  rent,  salaries,  and  current  ex- 
penses 95,449  35 

Thus  closing  my  account  for  moneys  received. 

This  statement  does  not  include  a  number  of 
long-standing  unpaid  accounts  of  the  associa- 
tion for  rent,  etc.,  etc.,  which  have  been  gener- 
ously assumed  by  the  United  States  Sanitary 
Commission  to  the  amount  of  $7,307  04. 
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In  this  connection  the  fact  must  not  be  lost 
sight  of,  that  the  association  has  been  greatly 
relieved  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view  from  the 
location  of  several  military  agencies  at  its  rooms, 
represented  by  Colonel  Howe,  through  whom 
many  expenditures  have  been  met  in  his  capa- 
city of  Military  Agent,  which  otherwise  would 
have  devolved  upon  the  association  to  pay. 

I  caunot  close  this  brief  summary  of  the 
official  connection  I  have  had  the  privilege  of 
holding  with  this  association,  without  expressing 
my  deep  convictions  of  the  great  good  that 
has  been  accomplished  in  its  continued  work  of 
love  and  mercy,  of  the  energy,  unremitting  labor, 
and  watchful  sympathy  which  has  characterized 
each  and  every  department,  and  of  the  earnest, 
hearty  direction,  and  consummate  ability  Which 
has  marked  its  superintendence. 

Few  who  are  not  conversant  with  the  details 
of  an  association  similarly  established  upon  the 
basis  of  voluntary  offerings  can  imagine  the 
amount  of  unceasing  anxiety  which  its  constant 
demands  beget,  to  meet  and  adequately  provide 
for  the  hundreds  of  cases  of  suffering  and  need 
which  are  confidently  seeking  it  for  relief,  apart 
from  the  labor  and  watchfulness  its  operations 
continually  impose. 

The  bright  record  which  this  association  ex- 
hibits of  its  service  during  the  rebellion,  is  a 
proper  subject  of  rejoicing  not  only  for  the 

Eains  that  have  been  assuaged,  wounds  that 
ave  been  healed,  sick,  suffering,  and  enfeebled 
that  have  been  ministered  to,  but  as  a  continued 
evidence  of  that  sympathy  and  devotion  to  the 
success  of  the  cause,  and  prompt,  timely  succor 
of  its  defenders,  which  has  characterized  us  as  a 
people. 

M.  W.  Cooper, 


Minute  of  the  Final  Meeting. 

A  final  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  New 
England  Soldiers  Relief  Association  was  held, 
February  12, 1866,  at  57  Broadway,  Room  No. 
12;  Hon.  Wm.  M.  Evarts,  President,  in  the 
chair. 

On  motion  of  Colonel  F.  E.  Howe,  Colonel  J. 
H.  Almy  was  appointed  secretary  pro  tern. 

Members  present — Wm.  M.  Evarts,  Samuel  E. 
Low,  Hon.  Kufus  F.  Andrews,  L.  W.  Winches- 
ter, Prosper  M.  Wetmore,  Charles  Gould,  Henry 
M.  Taber,  William  H.  Fogg,  Hon.  B.  W.  Bonney, 
Major  J.  A.  Pullen,  Henry  A.  Coit,  Dr.  Eleazar 
Parmly,  Elliot  C.  Cowdin,  George  Cabot  Ward, 
D.  Randolph  Martin,  William  H.  Lee,  L.  LHowe, 
Levi  P.  Morton,  Hon.  Henry  W.  Hubbeil,  Charles 
A.  Peabody.  Josiah  Hedden,  Rev.  Alex.  R. 
Thompson,  DD.,  R.  B.  Lockwood,  Colonel  J.  H. 
Almy. 

The  reports  of  the  superintendent,  Colonel 
Frank  E.  Howe,  and  treasurer,  M.  W.  Cooper, 
were  presented,  after  which  remarks  were  made 
by  General  P.  M.  Wetmore,  in  which  he  referred 
to  the  early  history  of  the  association — the 
great  labor  performed  and  beneficent  results. 


He  also  alluded,  in  terms  of  high  eul< 
the  devoted  labors  of  the  superratei 
his  disinterested  love  and  zeal,  which 
the  admiration  of  all;  and  closed  V>; 
the  following  resolution,  passed  unami 
Resolved,  That  the  grateful  acknowl 
and  high  appreciation  of  this  assoc 
due,  and  are  hereby  tendered,  to  Colm 
E.  Howe,  for  his  patriotic  and  human* 
to  the  interests  of  the  soldiers,  wh< 
and  suffering,  were  the  recipients  of  hi 
ful  kindness  and  care. 
On  motion  of  Hon.  R.  F.  Andrews,  i 
Resolved,  That  the  able  and  com] 
report  of  the  superintendent  be  aco 
adopted,  and  published  in  the  lead 
York  dailies,  including  those  of  the 
land  States,  and,  also,  that  it  be  ] 
pamphlet  form. 

On  motion  of  Hon.  R.  F.  Andrews,  i 
Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  i 
are  due,  and  are  hereby  tendered,  to 
M.  Evarts,  president,  for  the  able  an 
manner  in  which  .he  has  discharged  1 
and  for  the  benefits  which  the  assoc 
received  from  the  influence  of  his  nan 
Mr.  Evarts,  in  thanking  the  meerii 
honors  done  him,  briefly  referred  to  fa 
tion  with  the  association,  and  the 
satisfaction  he  had  taken  in  being  so 
identified  with  its  service.  In  cU 
Evarts  pronounced  the  New  Englan 
Relief  Association  dissolved. 

J.  H. 

Seen 


Doc  66. 

OPERATIONS  AT  RAPPAHANNOCK 

REPORT  OF  GENERAL,  R.  £.  LEX. 

Hkadqttaktus  Armt  op  Xonraor 
November  *>.  1M 

General  8.  Cooper,  Aajtdant  and 
General,  Richmond,  Virginia : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  repeal 
the  return  of  the  army  to  the  Rippal 
was  disposed  on  both  sides  of  the  0 
Alexandria  Railroad,  General  Ewell's 
the  right  and  General  Hill's  on  the  lei 
cavalry  on  each  flank.  The  troops  w. 
as  near  the  river  as  suitable  ground  ft 
ment8  could  be  found,  and  most  of  ti 
sent  to  the  nearest  point  in  the  rear 
animals  could  be  foraged. 

To  hold  the  line  of  the  Rappahann 
part  of  its  course,  it  was  deemed  adi 
to  maintain  our  communication  with 
bank,  to  threaten  any  flank  movement 
might  make  above  or  below,  and  tb 
him  to  divide  his  forces,  when  it  was ! 
an  opportunity  would  be  presented 
trate  on  one  or  the  other  part  For 
pose,  a  point  was  selected  a  short 
above  the  site  of  the  railroad  bridge, 
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xQIb  on  each  side  of  the  river  afforded  protection 
x>  our  pontoon  bridge,  and  increased  the  means 
xf  defence. 

The  enemy  had  previously  constructed  some 
ttnall  earthworks  on  these  hills  to  repel  an  at- 
tack from  the  south.  That  on  the  north  side 
was  converted  into  a  tfte-de-pont,  and  a  line  of 
rifle-trenches  extended  along  the  crest  on  the 
eight  and  left  to  the  river  bank.  The  works  on 
the  south  side  were  remodelled,  and  sunken 
batteries  for  additional  guns  constructed  on  an 
idiacent  hill  to  the  left  Higher  up  on  the  same 
ide  and  east  of  the  railroad,  near  the  river 
tank,  sunken  batteries  for  two  guns,  and  rifle- 
»ito  were  arranged  to  command  the  railroad  em- 
lankment,  under  cover  of  which  the  enemy 
fright  advance. 

Theee  works  were  slight,  but  were  deemed  ade- 
uate  to  accomplish  the  object  for  which  they 
rere  intended.  The  pontoon  bridge  was  con- 
idered  a  sufficient  means  of  communication,  as, 
D  the  event  of  the  troops  north  of  the  river  be- 
ug  compelled  to  withdraw,  their  crossing  could 
>e  covered  by  the  artillery  and  infantry  in  the 
vorks  on  the  south  side.  Four  pieces  of  arril- 
rary  were  placed  in  the  iite  de-poni  and  eight 
others  in  the  works  opposite. 

The  defence  of  this  position  was  entrusted  to 
Lieutenant-General  EwelTs  corps,  and  the  troops 
>f  Johnson's  and  Early's  divisions  guarded  them 
alternately,  Rodes'  division  being  stationed  near 
telly's  Ford. 

The  enemy  began  to  rebuild  the  railroad  as 
loon  as  we  withdrew  from  Bristoe  Station, 
his  army  advancing  as  the  work  progressed.  His 
movements  were  regularly  reported  by  our 
scouts,  and  it  was  known  that  he  had  advanced 
from  Warren  ton  Junction  a  few  days  before  the 
attack. 

His  approach  towards  the  Rappahannock 
was  announced  on  the  sixth  of  November,  and 
about  noon  next  day  his  infantry  were  discover- 
ed advancing  to  the  bridge,  while  a  large  force 
moved  in  the  direction  of  Kelly's  Ford,  where 
the  first  attack  was  made.  At  the  latter  point 
the  ground  on  the  north  side  of  the  Rappahan- 
nock commands  that  on  the  south,  and  prepara- 
tions had  been  made  only  for  such  resistance  to 
ttie  passage  of  the  river  as  would  suffice  to  gain 
time  for  putting  the  troops  in  a  position  selected 
in  rear  of  the  ford,  with  a  view  to  contest  the 
idvance  of  the  enemy  after  crossing. 

In  accordance  with  this  intention,  General 
Rodes  had  one  regiment,  the  Second  North  Caro- 
lina, on  picket  along  the  river,  the  greater  part 
of  it  being  at  Kelly's  with  the  Thirtieth  North 
Carolina  in  reserve,  supporting  a  battery.  As 
toon  as  he  perceived  mat  the  enemy  was  in 
force,  he  ordered  his  division  to  take  the  posi- 
tion referred  to  in  rear  of  the  ford.  While  it  was 
getting  into  line,  the  enemy's  artillery  opened 
upon  Sie  Second  North  Carolina,  and  soon  drove 
it  to  shelter,  except  a  few  companies  near  the 
ford,  which  continued  to  fire  from  the  rifle-pits. 
The  Thirtieth  was  advanced  to  the  assistance 
of  the  Second,  but  in  moving  across  the  open 


ground  was  broken  by  the  concentrated  fire  of  the 
enemy's  artillery,  and  took  refuge  behind  some 
buildings  at  the  river,  The  enemy  being  un- 
opposed except  bv  the  party  at  the  rifle-pits, 
crossed  at  the  rapids  above  the  ford,  and  cap- 
tured the  troops  defending  it,  together  with  a 
large  number  of  the  Thirtieth  North  Carolina, 
who  refused  to  leave  the  shelter  of  the  houses. 

A  pontoon  bridge  was  then  laid  down,  on 
which  a  large  force  crossed  to  the  south  bank. 
General  Rodes,  in  the  mean  time,  had  placed  his 
division  in  position,  the  resistance  of  the  Second 
North  Carolina  having  delayed  the  enemy  suffi- 
ciently for  this  purpose. 

The  advance  of  the  Thirtieth  does  not  appear 
to  have  contributed  to  the  result,  which,  as  pre- 
viously stated,  was  the  object  of  contesting  the 
passage.  .  It  was  not  intended  to  attack  the 
enemy  until  he  should  have  advanced  from  the 
river,  where  it  was  hoped  that  by  holding 
in  check  the  force  at  the  bridge,  we  would  be 
able  to  concentrate  upon  the  other.  With  this 
view,  General  Johnson's  division  was  ordered  to 
reinforce  General  Rodes. 

In  the  meantime  a  large  force  was  displayed 
in  our  front  at  the  bridge,  upon  receiving  infor- 
mation of  which  General  A.  P.  Hill  was  ordered 
to  get  his  corps  in  readiness,  and  Anderson's 
division  was  advanced  to  the  river,  on  the  left 
of  the  railroad.  The  artillery  was  also  ordered 
to  move  to  the  front.  General  Early  put  his 
division  in  motion  towards  the  bridge  and  has- 
tened thither  in  person.  The  enemy's  skir- 
mishers advanced  in  strong  force  with  heavy 
supports,  and  ours  were  slowly  withdrawn  into 
the  trenches. 

Hoke's  brigade  of  Early's  division,  under 
Colonel  Godwin  (General  Hoke  being  absent 
with  one  regiment  on  detached  service),  rein- 
forced General  Hays,  whose  brigade  occupied 
the  north  bank.  No  other  troops  were  sent 
over,  the  two  brigades  mentioned  being  suffi- 
cient to  man  the  works,  and  though  inferior  to 
the  enemy  in  numbers,  the  nature  of  the  posi- 
tion was  such  that  he  could  not  attack  with  a 
front  more  extended  than  our  own.  The  re- 
mainder of  Early  s  division  was  placed  in  sup- 
porting distance,  one  regiment  being  stationed 
in  the  rifle-trenches  on  the  south  bank  east  of 
the  railroad.  A  eun  from  the  works  on  the  left 
of  the  road  was  also  ordered  to  be  placed  in  the 
battery  at  this  point,  to  command  the  approach 
by  the  railroad  embankment  on  the  opposite  t 
side,  but  the  enemy's  sharpshooters  had  ad-* 
vanced  so  near  the  river  that  the  order  was 
countermanded,  the  preparations  already  made, 
being  deemed  sufficient  The  enemy  placed 
three  batteries  on  the  hills,  from  which  our 
skirmishers  had  been  forced  to  retire,  and  main- 
tained an  active  fire  upon  our  position  until 
dark,  doing  no  damage,  however,  so  far  as  has 
been  reported. 

Our  batteries  replied  from  both  sides  of  the 
river,  but  with  so  little  effect  that  the  two  on 
the  south  bank  were  ordered  to  cease  firing. 
Light  skirmishing  took  place  along  the  line. 
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It  was  not  known  whether  this  demonstration 
was  intended  as  a  serious  attack,  or  only  to 
cover  the  movement  of  the  iorce  that  had 
crossed  at  Kelly's  Ford,  but  the  lateness  of  the 
hour  and  the  increasing  darkness  induced  the 
belief  that  nothing  would  be  attempted  until 
morning.  It  was  believed  that  our  troops  on 
the  north  side  would  be  able  to  maintain  their 
position  if  attacked,  and  that  in  any  case  they 
could  withdraw,  under  cover  of  the  guns  on 
the  north,  the  location  of  the  pontoon  bridge 
being  beyond  the  reach  of  a  direct  fire  from 
any  position  occupied  by  the  enemy. 

As  soon,  however,  as  it  became  dark  enough 
to  conceal  his  movements,  the  enemy  advanced 
in  overwhelming  numbers  against  our  rifle- 
trenches,  and  succeeded  in  carrying  them  in  the 
manner  described  in  the  reports  of .  Generals 
Early  and  Hays. 

It  would,  appear  from  these  reports,  and  the 
short  duration  of  the  firing,  that  the  enemy  was 
enabled  to  approach  very  near  the  works  before 
being  seen.  The  valley  in  our  front -aided  in 
concealing  his  advance  from  view,  and  a  strong 
wind  effectually  prevented  any  movement  from 
being  heard.  It  was  essential  to  the  mainten- 
ance of  the  position  under  these  circumstances, 
that  sharpshooters  should  have  been  thrown 
forward  to  give  early  information  of  his  ap- 
proach, in  order  that  he  mi^ht  be  subjected  to 
hre  as  Long  as  possible,  but  it  is  not  stated  that 
this  precaution  was  taken.  The  breaking  of 
the  enemy's  first  line  and  the  surrender  of  part 
of  it,  as  described  in  the  reports,  also  contrib- 
uted to  divert  attention  from  the  approach  of 
the  second  and  third,  and  enabled  them  to  press 
into  the  works.  No  information  of  the  attack 
was  received  on  the  south  side  of  the  river 
until  too  late  for  the  artillery  there  stationed  to 
aid  in  repelling  it,  and  it  does  not  appear  that 
the  result  would  have  been  affected,  under  the 
circumstances,  by  the  presence  of  a  larger  num- 
ber of  guns.  The  artillery  in  the  works  at  the 
south  end  of  the  bridge  was  relied  upon  to  keep 
it  open  for  the  retreat  of  the  troops,  as  it  could 
sweep  the  crest  of  the  opposite  hill  at  short 
range.  The  darkness  of  the  night,  and  the  fear 
of  injuring  our  own  men  who  had  surrendered, 
prevented  General  Early  from  using  it  The 
bridge,  however,  seems  to  have  remained  acoes- 
able  to  the  troops  on  the  left,  up  to  the  last  mo- 
ment, as  Lieutenant-Colonel  Tate,  with  a  few 
men,  crossed  just  before  it  was  fired,  by  order 
of  General  Early. 

The  suggestions  above  mentioned  afford  the 
only  explanation  I  am  able  to  give  of  this  unfor- 
tunate affair,  as  the  courage  and  good  conduct 
of  the  troops  engaged  have  been  too  often  tried 
to  admit  of  question. 

The  loss  of  this  position  made  it  necessary  to 
abandon  the  design  of  attacking  the  force  that 
had  crossed  at  Kelly's  Ford,  and  the  army  was 
withdrawn  to  the  only  tenable  line  between 
Culpepper  Court-house  and  the  Rappahannock, 
where  it  remained  during  the  succeeding  day. 
The  position  not  being  regarded  as  favorable 


it  returned  the  night  foDowing  to  the  rsl 
side  of  the  Rapidan.  The  loss  of  GeoenlBosj 
at  Kelly's  Ford  was  five  lolled,  toss 
wounded,  and  two  hundred  and  noml* 
missing.  General  Early's  loss,  inctodingittf 
the  artillery,  was  six  killed,  thirty-Dine  voaai 
and  sixteen  hundred  and  twenty-mne  warn 
Some  reported  as  missing  were  protabh  Us 
or  wounded  and  left  in  the  hands  of  tbecssf, 
and  others  railed  to  report  to  their  cosssA 

Among  the  wounded  were  Colonel  fa,** 
the  Second  North  Carolina,  and  Limbs* 
Colonel  Sillars,  of  the  Thirtieth,  the  fete,  it  i 
feared,  mortally. 

I  forward  herewith  the  reports  of  Gas* 
Rodes  and  Early,  the  latter  eirclosrag  tinst 
Greneral  Hays  and  LieutenanVColond  TiM 
Hoke's  brigade. 

A  map  of  the  locality  is  also  annexed. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.K1A 


REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  GENERAL  WILL 

HKADQUAKZm  8B0OVD  COB*.  15  t 

November  11,  IML 

OohnelKK  Chilton,  Chufof&of: 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  tb 
port  of  Maior-General  Early,  in  reference  t 
attack  on  the  tite-da-pont  on  the  Rappabsa 
near  the  railroad,  on  the  seventh  instant 
I  received  information  that  the  enemy 
moving  on  Kelly's  Ford  in  force,  and  bad  i 
my  whole  attention  to  that  point*  towardii 
two  divisions  were  moving,  knowing  that 
the  Greneral  commanding  and  Majorfo 
Early  were  at  the  titade-ponl,  and  as  I  ha 
report  of  artillery  or  other  indications  of  i 
tack,  I  did  not  visit  it.  I  had  paid  fa 
visits  to  the  works  at  the  tit+okpoat,  i 
much  labor  had  been  bestowed. 

I  differ  from  Maj  or-General  Early  si  I 
necessity  for  more  artillery,  the  darkses 
native  of  the  ground  making  what  vsi 
of  but  little  use  in  the  final  attack,  and  I 
the  same  would  have  been  the  case  bsi 
been  more. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Colonel, 
Very  respectfully, 

Tour  obedient  servant 
R  a  Ewbj 


REPORT  OF  MAJQ&43XXKRAL  liSLY. 

UeuUmcm^Cokmel  A.  &  Pendhton,  J.  J. 
red  Second  Corp;  A.  JT.  Vol: 

Colovil:  I  submit  the  following  report 
circumstances  attending  the  storming  of « 
vanced  work  across  the  Rappahannock,  ai 
pahannock  Station,  and  the  capture  of  it 
and  a  large  portion  of  two  brigades  c 
division,  by  the  enemy,  on  the  seventh  is 

Having  received,  on  the  fifth,  an  order 
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brigade  of  Johnson's  division  which 
cket  at  Rappahannock  Station,  by  a 
>m  my  division,  on  the  morning  of  the 
lered  Brigadier-General  Hays  to  send 
3  to  the  point  indicated,  at  the  time 
inder  the  command  of  Colonel  Penn, 
?nth  Louisiana  regiment,  as  the  Gen- 
lf  was  then  engaged  on  a  court  of 
t  that  time  sitting.  Colonel  Penn 
Y  moved  with  the  brigade  to  the  sta- 

>  morning  of  the  sixth,  and  relieved 
brigade  of  Johnson's  division.  My 

fully  five  (5)  miles  from  the  point 
ind  I  received  no  report  from  Colonel 
le  sixth ;  but  on  the  seventh,  a  little 
•  p.  m.,  I  received  a  despatch  from  him" 
t  the  enemy  was  advancing  on  him, 
try  and  cavalry,  in  force.  I  immedi- 
&  despatch  by  signal  both  to  General 
ieutenant-General  Ewell,  to  the  follow- 

sneral  Lee  and  General  Ewell  :  Col- 
commanding  Hays'  brigade,  on  picket 
Ige,  reports  the  enemv  advancing  on 
infantry  and  cavalry,  m  force.*  I  shall 
a  at  once." 

hout  awaiting  orders,  I  directed  my 
ides  to  get  ready  as  quick  as  possible, 
1  to  the  bridge  as  rapidly  as  they 
le  men  were  engaged  at  the  time  in 
ad  making  preparations  for  building 
the  consequence  was  it  required  some 
t  them  together,  though  this  was  done 
e  despatch  practicable, 
t  to  the  river  in  advance  of  the  bri- 

at  Brandy  Station  received  another 
Informing  me  that  the  enemy  was  in 
tie  still  in  his  front,  and  that  a  force 
ig  towards  Kelly's  Ford,  with  a  train 
and  ambulances.  I  sent  this  despatch 
I  Lee,  by  Mr.  Hairston,  a  volunteer 
it  the  same  time  sent  my  Adjutant- 
[ajor  Daniel,  to  meet  General  Ewell, 
i  informed,  was  coming  up  to  Brandy, 
tunicate  to  him  the  contents  of  the 
)  I  had  received,  and  my  movements, 
chins  the  river  I  was  overtaken  by 
Be,  who  had  not  received  my  despatch 

though  it  reached  General  Ewell. 
3e  and  myself  proceeded  together  to 
where  we  arrived  about,  or  a  little  af- 
o'clock.  Crossing  over  myself  to  the 
scupied  by  Colonel  Penn,  on  the  north 
er,  I  ascertained  that  a  heavy  force 
e  something  like  a  mile  or  more  in 
extending  some  distance  both  to  the 
left 

ce,  preceded  by  a  heavy  line  of  skir- 
vas  gradually,  but  slowly,  and  very 
,  moving  up  towards  our  position, 
ishers  were  then  some  distance  out  to 
and  on  the  right  and  left,  and  the 
were  occupied  by  the  remainder  of 
enn's  force,  which,  however,  was  man- 

>  small  for  the  length  of  the  works, 
attery  of  four  rifled  guns  occupied 


two  works  on  the  right  of  the  pontoon  bridge, 
one  being  an  enclosed  redoubt  and  the  other 
an  open  work,  consisting  of  a  curtain  with  two 
short  flanks  or  wingst 

The  works  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  were, 
in  my  judgment,  very  inadequate,  and  not  judi- 
ciously laid  out  or  constructed.  They  consisted 
of  a  rifle-trench  on  the  right  circling  round  to  the 
river;  then  the  enclosed  redoubt  spoken  of, 
which  was  constructed  by  the  enemy  to  be  used 
against  a  force  approaching  on  the  south  side, 
which  had  been  turned,  but  sloped  towards  the 
enemv;  then  there  was  another  short  rifle- 
trench,  then  the  open  work  spoken  of,  the  cur- 
tain and  flanks  of  which  were  pierced  with  four 
embrasures  near  the  angles,  and  with  such  nar- 
row splays  as  to  admit  of  a  very  limited  fire.  It 
had  been  originally  a  lunette,  constructed  by 
our  troops,  and  the  enemy  had  cut  off  the  angle 
and  filled  up  the  ditches,  and  constructed  an 
epaulement,  which  operated  as  a  curtain,  con- 
necting the  two  flanks,  and  was  so  arranged  as 
to  place  guns  in  barbette  on  the  side  opposite 
to  the  river,  and  a  trench  was  made  on  the  side 
next  to  the  river,  which  prevented  ^uns  from 
being  mounted  in  barbette  on  that  side.  The 
consequence  was  it  was  of  very  little  value,  as 
the  guns  placed  in  the  embrasures  had  very 
limited  range,  leaving  dead  angles  at  some  of 
the  most  important  points.  To  the  left  of  this 
work  a  rifle-trench  extended  some  distance,  run- 
ning down  the  slope  of  the  ridge  next  to  the 
river,  and  extending  through  a  piece  of  woods 
on  the  left  to  the  river  bank.  The  whole  of  this 
rifle-trench  in  front  of  the  bridge,  and  for  some 
distance  to  the  left,  was  in  full  view  of  the  bridge, 
and  in  short  musket  range  of  it,  so  that  the 
enemy,  coming  up  to  the  trench,  could  command 
the  bridge,  and  make  use  of  the  embankment  as 
a  protection.  For  a  good  portion  of  the  rifle- 
trench  on  the  left  it  was  so  far  down  the  slope 
that  the  enemy  might  get  within  very  short 
musket  range  before  he  could  be  seen  by  our 
men  in  the  trenches.  There  was  no  ditch  on  the 
outside  of  the  work.  On  the  right  the  railroad 
embankment  afforded  a  safe  cover  for  the  ap- 
proach of  the  enemy  to  within  a  short  distance 
of  the  work,  and  through  this  was  a  passway 
for  a  road,  which  would  enable  a  force  coming 
under  its  cover  to  debouch  suddenly  upon  the 
works  at  a  very  assailable  point,  and  there  had 
been  no  effort  made  to  obstruct  this  passage. 
To  remedy  the  danger  afforded  by  the  cover  of 
the  railroad  embankment,  pits  for  guns  on  the 
south  side  of  the  river  had  been  constructed, 
but  they  were  not  occupied.  In  the  rear  of  the 
whole  fine  of  the  work  a  dam  made  the  river 
too  deep  for  fording,  and  one  solitary  pontoon 
bridge  afforded  the  only  means  of  communica- 
tion with  the  southern  bank,  and  the  only  ave- 
nue of  escape  in  case  of  disaster.  I  am  thus 
particular  in  describing  the  character  of  these 
works  in  order  that  the  difficulties  under  which 
a  part  of  my  command  labored,  in  the  strait  to 
which  it  was  subsequently  reduced,  may  be  ap- 
preciated. 
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I  had,  myself,  pointed  out  some  of  the  defects 
of  the  works  to  the  Engineers  having  charge  of 
them,  and  I  had  urged  the  necessity  of  having 
another  bridge  further  up  the  stream.  The  fact 
is,  in  my  opinion,  the  position  was  susceptible 
of  being  made  very  strong,  but  in  order  to  ena- 
ble a  small  force  to  hold  it  agaiiiBt  a  large  at- 
tacking force  the  works  ought  to  have  been  en- 
tirely enclosed,  and  with  a  deep  ditch  on  the  out- 
side, so  that  an  attacking  column  could  have 
had  its  progress  checked.  But  the  works  were 
so  constructed  as  to  afford  no  obstacle  in  them- 
BelveB  to  an  attacking  enemy,  and  only  furnished 
a  temporary  protection  to  our  troops.  An  at- 
tacking force  could  walk  over  the  rine  trenches 
without  difficulty,  and  even  the  works  in  which, 
the  guns  were  posted  could  be  readily  passed 
over  when  once  reached.  On  the  south  side  of 
the  river  were  two  hills  immediately  in  the  rear 
of  our  works,  one  crowned  with  a  redoubt,  con- 
structed by  the  enemy,  which  had  been  remod- 
eled and  turned ;  the  other  was  crowned  with 
sunken  pits  for  guns.  In  the  first  I  found  Gra- 
.  ham's  battery,  and  in  the  latter  Dance's  battery, 
both  of  Brown  s  battalion.  Besides  these  works! 
were  two  pits  for  guns  in  the  flat  on  the  right 
of  the  railroad,  constructed  for  posting  guns, 
for  the  purpose  of  enfilading  the  east  side  of 
the  railroad  embankment  on  the  north  of  the 
river.  These  pits,  which  were  not  occupied, 
had  attached  to  them  a  short  rifle  trench,  and 
further  to  the  right  was  another  rifle  trench, 
covering  the  point  at  which  the  enemy  had  had 
a  pontoon  bridge.  This  presents  the  state  of 
things  as  I  found  them,  and  I  must  here  state 
that  the  defence  of  this  position  had  not  been 
entrusted  to  me.  I  had  merely  been  called  upon 
to  furnish  a  detail  for  picket  duty ;  alternating 
with  both  the  other  divisions  of  the  corps  for 
some  time,  and  latterly  with  Johnson's  only,  I 
hurried  to  the  spot  myself,  and  ordered  my 
command  to  follow,  because  I  regarded  my  bri- 
gade in  danger,  and  I  doubted  not  I  was  but 
anticipating  the  order  which  would  have  been 
given  as  soon  as  the  facts  reached  General  Lee 
and  Lieu  tenant-General  Ewell. 

I  carried  no  artillery  with  me,  because  none 
was  at  my  disposal.  As  soon  as  I  had  ascer- 
tained the  condition  of  things  in  front  and  in 
the  works,  I  rode  back  across  the  river  to  see  if 
my  other  brigades  were  coming  up,  and  com- 
municated with  General  Lee,  who  had  taken  his 
position  on  the  hill  on  which  Graham's  guns 
were  posted.  Shortly  after  I  reached  this  point 
our  skirmishers  commenced  falling  back,  and 
the  enemy  commenced  advancing  more  rapidly, 
and  I  sent  back  to  hurry  up  my  brigades.  The 
enemy,  having  gotten  possession  of  the  range 
of  hills  in  front  of  our  position,  now  planted 
a  battery  of  artillery  on  a  prominent  point  in 
front  and  opened,  no  artillery  having  been  pre- 
viously displayed  by  him.  The  guns  were  re- 
plied to  by  Dance  and  Graham,  but  with  little  or 
no  effect,  as  the  distance  was  too  great  The 
enemy's  &\rmi&\ieTft,  \u  not?  heavy  line,  contin- 
ued to  advance  \mti\  omt*  txom  \h&ta?c&*xA 


flanks  were  compelled  to  retire  in*-,«  * 
and  the  enemy's,  on  the  right,  advM^i  : 
river  bank,  about  half  a  mile  belov  t: 
About  this  time  General  La*  ordtrti  : 
Dance's  guns  to  be  Bent  to  the  pits  on  ^ 
of  the  railroad,  but,  before  the  ordtr  *  a 
cuted,  the  enemy's  sharpshooter*  ha*: 
so  close  that  General  Lee  coontenuiidr 
order,  as  he  thought  the  guns  might  be  ii 
by  having  the  horses  shot  down.  X\>  i 
o  clock  General  Hays  arrived  and  took  a  a 
of  his  brigade  ;  and.  in  a  short  timo  a5:.tu 
vance  of  my  column,  Hoke's  brigade,  ,t 
onol  Godwin,  arrived,  and  I  sent  fiil-iti! 
win,  with  the  brigade,  across  the  river  i.  i 
to  General  Hays,  and  occupy  that  r.ir; . 
trenches  which  Hays'  brigade  cuiild  in>*  < 
This  plan  met  with  the  approval  •■:  & 
Lee,  and  he  directed  me  to  send  no  i^rt  - 
across  the  river,  but  retain  the  other  l~ 
on  the  south  side.  I  sent  Gordon's  bri:a 
occupy  Jamieson's  hill  to  the  right,  anJ  1+ 
bank  in  front  of  it,  and  formed  Pogrom*  re 
in  rear,  out  of  range  of  shells,  send  ins  ;h: 
ty-first*  Virginia  regiment  from  it  to  otcq 
rifle-trenches  at  the  gun-pits,  on  the  right 
railroad.  About  this  time  the  eneuij  ■■] 
another  battery  in  front  of  our  left  en  t* 
from  the  direction  of  WaiTcnton,aud  t*tyi 
ly  afterwards  another  battery  was  opeiK»i 
right  from  the  edge  of  a  woods.  The  are 
these  batteries  crossed  and,  in  a  great 
enfiladed  our  position,  and  rendered  il* : 
quite  unsafe.  The  battery  on  the  hill  ;l 
also  continued  to  fire,  and  the  fire  five 
them  was  continued  until  near  duak.  Th^-fc- 
Dance  and  Graham's  batteries  was  toff. 
order  of  General  Lee,  I  believe,  as  i:  wis: 
festly  producing  little  or  no  effect  m 
in  a  mere  waste  of  ammunition.  Gt^'s 
tery,  however,  continued  to  fire  as  well 
could.  During  all  this  time  the  *ind  1 
ing  very  hard  towards  the  enemy,  so  ihit  i; 
impossible  to  hear  the  report  of  the  $pai 
at  a  very  short  distance.  I  had  remaiui 
General  Lee  at  his  request,  who.  ia  the  I 
part  of  the  afternoon,  had  taken  hU  pci 
the  hill  occupied  by  Dance's  battery.  J 
dark  the  artillery  fire  ceased,  and  son*  a 
ments  of  the  enemy  took  place,  which  vt 
not  well  distinguish.  In  a  short  rim*,b-v 
some  firing  of  musketry  at  and  in  fivt: ». 
rifle-trenches  was  observed  from  the  i>J 
the  guns,  it  being  impossible  to  hear  tfar : 
by  reason  of  the  wind,  though  the  di*to:..- 
but  short  After  this  firing  had  coQlia'j 
some  minutes  it  slackened  somewhat,  * 
hearing  from  it,  we  were  of  opinion  that 
from  and  at  the  enemy's  skirmisher^  it- 
ers! Lee,  expressing  the  opinion  that  tb« 
ment  by  the  enemy  on  this  part  of  the  h 
intended  merely  as  a  recoimoissuce  of 
and  that  it  was  too  late  for  the  enemy 
tempt  anything  aerioua  that  night,  conch 
retire. 

V  \\.       then  nearly  or  quite  dark,  s^ 
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!  must  confess  that  I  did  feel  considerable 
inxiety  for  the  result  of  a  night  attack,  if  the 
wierny  should  have  the  enterprise  to  make  it, 
ret  the  confident  opinion  expressed  by  the  com- 
nanding  general  disarmed  my  fears.  The  firing 
it  the  trenches  continued,  and  while  I  was  mak- 
ng  arrangements  to  send  off  two  despatches  for 
utaneral  Ewell  left  with  me  by  General  Lee, 
Major  Hale  of  my  staff,  who  had  been  previous- 
ly sent  on  foot  across  the  river  with  messages 
for  General  Hays  and  Colonel  Godwin,  returned 
•nd  informed  me  that  when  he  left  General  Hays 
the  enemy  was  advancing  against  him,  that  he 
had  then  gone  to  Colonel  Godwin,  and  as  he 
returned  across  the  bridge  he  had  seen  some  of 
Hays'  men,  who  told  him  that  Hays  had  been 
driven  from  the  trenches ;  but  he  stated  that  he 
did  not  believe  this  statement,  as  he  left  Hays 
•nd  his  men  in  fine  spirits,  and  I  did  not  believe 
It  myself,  as  the  firing  seen  by  us  did  not  war- 
rant any  supposition.  I,  however,  sent  Major 
Daniel,  of  my  staff,  immediately  to  ascertain  the 
State  of  things,  and  ordered  Pegram  to  move  up 
to  the  bridge  with  his  brigade,  and  Dance  and 
Grajiam  to  man  their  guns.  I  then  started  to- 
wards the  bridge  and  met  Major  Daniel  return- 
ing, with  the  information  that  he  had  just  seen 
General  Hays,  who  had  made  his  escape,  and 
reoeived  from  him  the  information  that  the 
greater  part  of  his  brigade  was  captured,  Hoke's 
brigade  cut  off,  and  the  enemy  in  possession  of 
the  north  end  of  the  bridge.  Pegram 's  brigade 
was  hurried  up  and  so  disposed  as  to  prevent 
a  crossing  of  the  bridge,  and  Gordon  was  sent 
for  from  the  right,  and  a  messenger  sent  to  Gen- 
eral Lee.  I  then  went  near  the  river  to  ascer- 
tain if  anything  could  be  done  to  retrieve  the 
disaster,  but  found  it  would  be  a  useless  sacrifice  | 
of  my  men  to  attempt  to  throw  any  of  them 
across  the  bridge,  as  the  enemy  were  in  line 
just  beyond  the  opposite  end,  and  were  in  pos- 
session of  the  trenches  commanding  it  I  could 
not  see  the  artillery  by  reason  of  the  darkness, 
and  I  feared  firing  into  my  own  men,  who  were 
prisoners  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Hoke's 
brigade  had  not  at  this  time  been  captured,  as  I 
subsequently  ascertained.  Nor  had  the  Fifth 
and  Seventh  Louisiana  regiments  of  Hays'  bri- 
gade, but  they  were  hopelessly  cut  off  from  the 
Bridge,  without  any  means  of  escape  and  with 
so  chance  of  being  reinforced  ;  and  while  mak- 
ing the  preparations  for  defending  the  bridge 
and  preventing  an  increase  of  the  disaster,  I  had 
the  mortification  to  hear  the  final  struggle  of 
these  devoted  men,  and  to  be  made  painfully 
aware  of  their  capture,  without  the  possibility 
of  being  able  to  go  to  their  relief.  I  might  have 
fired  canister  across  the  river,  and,  perhaps, 
done  some  damage  to  the  enemy,  but  the  chances 
were  that  more  damage  would  have  been  done 
to  my  helpless  men,  and  I  felt  that  it  would  have 
been  cruel  and  barbarous  to  have  subjected 
them  to  this  result  for  any  amount  of  damage  I 
could  then  inflict  on  the  enemy.  This  contains 
as  much  of  this  affair  as  I  am  capable  of  describ- 
ing from  actual  observation. 


From  the  reports  of  General  Hays,  and  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Tate,  of  Hoke's  brigade,  as  well  as 
from  the  statements  of  other  officers, who  were  for- 
tunate enough  to  make  their  escape,  I  learn  that 
as  soon  as  it  became  dark  enough  to  conceal  his 
movements,  the  enemy  advanced  in  very  heavy 
masses  along  the  whole  line,  his  troops  being  in 
some  two  or  three  lines  preceded  by  a  very 
heavy  line  of  skirmishers,  that  the  line  of  skir- 
mishers was  repulsed,  many  of  them  surrender- 
ing themselves  prisoners.  But  this  act  was  im- 
mediately followed  by  a  rush  to  the  front  of 
some  two  or  three  lines  of  the  enemy,  and  at  the 
same  time  a  heavy  column,  which  had  moved 
down  the  east  side  of  the  railroad  under  cover 
of  the  embankment,  suddenly  debouched  through 
the  pass  way  (which  has  been  mentioned),  and 
made  a  rush  upon  the  works,  in  which  Green's 
guns  were  posted,  and  carried  them.  At  the 
same  time,  an  effort  made  by  General  Hays  to 
retake  the  guns  was  defeated  by  the  attack  on 
the  rifle-trenches,  immediately  on  the  left  of  the 
guns  and  in  front  of  the  bridge.  This  attack, 
though  resisted  to  the  last,  was  successful — the 
enemy  coming  in  such  numbers  as  actually,  by 
mere  brute  force,  to  push  our  men  out  of  the 
trenches.  The  enemy  then  poured  over  the 
trenches,  and  all  further  struggle  was  hopeless, 
as  there  was  no  point  for  our  men  to  fall  back 
upon,  and  the  bridge  was  completely  com- 
manded by  the  enemy.  Our  men,  however, 
continued  to  struggle  until  they  became  com- 
pletely surrounded.  Many  of  them  effected 
their  escape  in  the  confusiun — some  by  swim- 
ming the  river,  and  others  by  making  their  way 
to  the  bridge  amidst  the  enemy,  and  passing 
over  under  a  shower  of  balls.  General  Hays 
owes  his  escape  to  the  fact  that  after  he  was 
completely  surrounded,  and  was  a  prisoner,  his 
horse  took  fright  and  ran  off ;  and  as  the  enemy 
commenced  firing  on  him,  he  concluded  to  make 
the  effort  to  escape  across  the  bridge,  where  he 
was  exposed  to  no  more  danger,  as  he  had  to  run 
the  gauntlet  any  way ;  and  he  fortunately  suc- 
ceeded, without  injury. 

Godwin's  position  in  the  trenches  was  to  the 
left  of  the  bridge,  and  the  Fifth  and  Seventh 
Louisiana  regiments  were  to  his  left  The  loca- 
tion of  the  trenches  here  was  such  as  to  cut  off 
from  Colonel  Godwin  all  view  of  the  columns 
advancing  agaiust  General  Hays.  An  attack  of 
the  enemy  moving  down  the  river,  on  God- 
win's left,  was  repulsed  by  the  Fifty-fourth 
North  Carolina  regiment,  a  few  minutes  before 
the  attack  on  Hays;  and  when  Colonel  God- 
win ascertained  mat  Havs  had  been  driven 
from  the  trenches,  he  made  an  effort  to  send  a 
portion  of  his  force  to  the  relief  of  Hays,  but 
this  was  prevented  by  the  advance  of  the 
enemy  immediately  in  his  front  He  then,  dis- 
covering his  own  situation,  aud  that  ho  was  cut 
off  from  the  bridge,  threw  a  portion  of  his  line 
across  the  interval  between  the  trenches  and 
the  river,  and  endeavored  to  form  his  men  so  as 
to  cut  his  way  to  the  bridge.  The  enemy,  how- 
ever, after  getting  possession  of  the  trenches. 
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formed  successive  Hues  across  the  same  inter- 
val, lower  down,  and  moved  up  against  Godwin, 
at  the  same  time  moving  up  other  forces  against 
the  trenches,  which  had  to  be  abandoned  by 
our  men.  Godwin's  men,  with  the  Fifth  and 
Seventh  Louisiana  regiments,  were  thus  com- 
pletely surrounded — the  enemy  making  an  arc 
of  a  circle  around  the  front  and  flanks ;  and  the 
river,  which  is  here  a  deep  pond,  being  in  the 
rear,  Colonel  Godwin's  efforts  to  extricate  his 
command  proved  unavailing,  as  the  enemy  com- 
pletely overwhelmed  him  with  numbers.  He 
continued,  however,  to  struggle,  forming  succes- 
sive lines  as  he  was  pushed  back,  and  did  not, 
for  a  moment,  dream  of  surrendering ;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  when  his  men  had  dwindled  to 
sixty  or  seventy,  the  rest  having  been  captured, 
killed,  wounded,  or  lost  in  the  darkness,  and  be 
was  completely  surrounded  by  the  enemy,  who 
were,  in  fact,  mixed  up  with  his  men,  some  one 
cried  out  that  Colonel  Godwin's  order  was  for 
them  to  surrender.  He  immediately  called  for 
the  man  who  made  the  declaration,  and  threat- 
ened to  blow  his  brains  out  if  he  could  find  him, 
declaring  his  purpose  to  fight  to  the  last  moment, 
and  calling  upon  his  men  to  stand  by  him.  He 
was  literally  overpowered  by  mere  force  of 
numbers,  and  was  taken  with  his  arms  in. his 
hands.  These  facts  I  learn  from  Captain  Adams, 
assistant  adjutant-general  of  Hoke's  brigade, 
who  managed  to  make  his  escape,  after  having 
been  captured,  by  slipping  away  from  the  enemy 
and  swimming  the  river  almost  naked.  They 
are  in  accordance  with  the  character  of  Colonel 
Godwin,  and  the  fate  of  this  gallant  officer,  a 
prisoner  in  the  hands  of  a  barbarous  enemy,  is 
most  deeply  to  be  deplored ;  and  I  most  respect- 
fully, through  the  commanding  General,  call  the 
attention  of  the  government  to  his  case,  and  ask 
that  if  any  special  exchanges  are  made,  he  may 
be  embraced  among  them.  The  Fifth  and  Sev- 
enth Louisiana  regiments  shared  the  fate  of  the 
three  regiments  of  Hoke's  brigade,  which  were 
under  Godwin.  Some  of  all  the  regiments,  tak- 
ing advantage  of  the  darkness  and  confusion, 
managed  to  escape,  after  they  were  overpowered. 
But  I  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  there  was  no 
flight,  no  giving  back  of  my  men  from  the 
trenches  upon  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  but 
they  maintained  their  position  until  overpowered 
by  numbers  and  mere  brute  force.  This  fact 
was  fully  shown  by  the  circumstance  that  there 
was  no  rush  upon  the  bridge,  and  no  crowd  of 
fugitives  to  be  seen  anywhere;  but  the  men 
who  did  escape  did  it  quietly,  taking  advantage 
of  such  opportunities  as  were  afforded. 

After  I  was  made  aware  of  the  disaster,  and 
Pegram's  and  Gordon's  brigades  came  up,  steps 
were-  taken  to  guard  the  river,  and  prevent  a 
crossing  by  the  enemy.   A  regiment  was  imme- 
diately sent  to  the  south  end  of  the  bridge,  and 
Pegram's  brigade  thrown  in  its  rear,  with  orders  1 
to  defend  the  passage  at  all  hazards.   After  I 
waiting  for  some  time,  to  give  such  of  our  men  ' 
as  might  be  able  to  do  *o  *xv  opportunity  to  slip 
oyer  the  bridge,  awA.  aitat  \t  *a^\axa»&. 


definitely  that  Hoke's  brigade  and  the  Tifit  i 
Seventh  Louisiana  regiments  were  overpwe! 
and  tjiat  the  enemy  had  a  guard  inuDedirti 
the  northern  end  of  the  bridge,  it  vu  tir 
the  south  end  by  my  order,  and  before  we  mc 
back  it  had  burned  so  far  as  to  prevent  il  ci 
ing  over  it  After  sending  back  Duces 
Graham's  batteries,  in  accordance  with  ordc 
moved  back  at  three  o'clock  next  morning  u 
vicinity  of  my  camp. 
My  loss  in  this  affair  was  as  follows: 

Killed,  officers  

Killed,  enlisted  men  

Wounded,  officers  

Wounded, enlisted  men  

Missing,  officers  

Missing,  enlisted  men  ] 

Total  ] 

Those  reported  killed  are  those  who  1 
certainly  known  to  be  killed,  and  the  w*t 
are  those  who  were  brought  off— *k»me  >A  i 
were  wounded  while  escaping.  Anv«e 
missing  are  doubtless  a  number  of  killfi 
wounded.  The  loss  in  Hays'  brigade  w» 
than  one-half  of  the  men  present  with  the  a 
and  less  than  one-fourth  of  the  entire  stw 
of  the  brigade.  Iu  the  regiments  of  E- 
brigade,  to  wit:  the  Sixth,  Fifty-fa::- 1. 
Fifty-seventh  North  Carolina  regiments,  me 
was  very  nearly  three-fourths  of  the  mfD  ; 
ent  with  the  army — about  two-fifths  "fi 
entire  strength,  and  less  than  one-third  cf 
entire  strength  of  the  brigade. 

Near  three  hundred  of  Hays'  men  prac 
the  action  made  their  escape,  and  betwe:i 
hundred  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  Hi 
men  escaped. 

The  loss  in  Green's  battery,  committal 
Lieutenant  Moore,  was  as  follows : 

Killed,  enlisted  men  

Wounded ,  enlisted  men   \  

Missing,  officers  

Missing,  enlisted  men  ]  ]  ] "  [  [  [[  

Total  

Rifle  guns,  with  their  caissons  

Horses.  

Twenty-eight  enlisted  men  of  th»  bir 
escaped.  My  loss  in  small  arms  and  sn 
accoutrements  is  something  over  sixteen  1 
dred. 

With  the  conduct  of  my  brigade  comia** 
and  their  men,  I  have  no  fault  to  find.  1 
were  not  surprised,  nor  were  thev  ntglip* 
any  respect,  mat  I  am  aware  of.  they  raw 
at  their  posts,  and  fought  the  enemy  hdcO  u 
powered.  They  were  unfortunately  in  1 1 
tion  untenable,  by  so  small  a  force  a*  to 
against  the  large  force  brought  against  tl 
<tast*  -*«a  no  means  of  retreat,  bv  re 
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the  inadequate  communication  across  the 
er.  There  was  no  means  of  reinforcing  them 
lie  engaged  in  the  struggle,  for  the  same 
son,  and  there  was  no  opportunity  of  retiring 
I  renewing  the  contest,  because  there  was 
t  a  narrow  slip  of  land  between  the  works 
I  the  river.  I  must,  therefore,  exempt  my 
gade  commanders  from  all  responsibility  for 

>  disaster  which  befel  their  commands.  I  am 
isfied  they  made  the  best  struggle  the  nature 
the  case  admitted,  and  all  accounts  concur  in 
ting  that  the  men  fought  with  great  coolness 

I  courage,  and  I  am  informed  that  the  loss  of 
i  enemy  must  have  been  very  severe ;  per- 
js  more  than  ours. 

rhe  immediate  cause  of  the  disaster  was  the 
akness  of  the  position,  owing  to  defective 
pneering,  the  want  of  sufficient  bridges,  the 
nt  of  sufficient  artillery  in  suitable  positions 
the  south  bank  of  the  river,  and  the  superior 
ce  of  the  enemy,  which  consisted  of  two 
ay  corps,  under  Sedgwick,  as  since  asoer- 
aed ;  the  attack  of  the  enemy  being  favored 
the  darkness  and  the  high  wind.  My  troops 
re  all  that  were  brought  up,  but  I  do  not 
}w  that  any  amount  of  infantry  on  the  south 
lk  of  the  river  could  have  altered  the  result, 
[ess  by  its  exhibition  the  enemy  had  been 
erred  from  making  the  effort  I  am  conscious 
having  done  all  in  my  power  to  defend  the 
lition,  but  I  must  candidly  confess  that  I  did 
icur  in  the  opinion  of  the  commanding  Gen- 
ii that  the  enemy  did  not  have  enterprise 
>ugh  to  attempt  any  serious  attack  after  dark, 
Buch  attacks  are  so  foreign  to  his  usual  policy, 

I I  therefore  was  inclined  to  believe  that  the 
lition  would  be  safe  until  morning,  though  I 
;  there  would  be  very  great  danger  in  a  night 
&ck,  if  vigorously  made.  A  different  esti- 
te,  however,  of  the  enemy's  enterprise  would 
re  had  no  effect,  as  I  had  no  discretion  about 
thdrawing  the  troops,  and,  in  fact,  thev  could 
;  have  been  withdrawn  with  safety,  after  the 
;my  had  gained  their  immediate  front 

Chis  is  the  first  disaster  that  has  befallen  this 
ision  since  I  have  had  the  honor  to  command 
and  I  hope  I  may,  therefore,  be  pardoned  for 
erring  to  the  history  of  the  past  campaign, 
which  the  division  captured  twenty-seven 
ees  of  artillery  and  prisoners,  amounting  to 
re  than  double  the  amount  of  its  entire  loss 
this  latter  occasion.   Those  of  the  guns  of 

>  Louisiana  Guard  battery  captured  on  the 
renth,  had  been  previously  taken  from  the 
any  by  Hays'  brigade  by  actual  assault,  and 

>  other  was  brought  off  from  Sharpsburg  by 

>  men  of  the  battery,  after  the  enemy  had 
m  compelled  to  abandon  it,  by  one  of  the 
gades  of  this  division,  it  being  the  only  piece 
artillery  captured  by  our  troops  at  that  battle. 
Accompanying  this  report  are  the  reports  of 
igadier-General  Hays  and  Lieutenant-Colonel 
be,  with  a  statement  from  Captain  Carrington, 
nmandiug  Jones'  artillery  battalion. 

Respectfully,      J.  A.  Early. 

MfOor -General,  commanding  division. 


Endorsed. 

HiADQjiTAKms  Bbookd  Com,  Arxt  No.  Tin  1 
November  18, 1868.  J 

Respectfully  forwarded.  Brilliant  as  have 
been  the  services  of  this  division  and  its  gal- 
lant commander  during  the  past  campaign,  it  is 
but  justice- to  the  other  troops  engaged,  to  say 
that  the  capture  of  the  artillery  at  Winchester, 
to  which  I  suppose  General  Early  refers,  was 
due  in  great  part  to  the  presence  and  handsome 
conduct  of  Major-General  Johnson  and  his  brave 
division. 

R.  S.  BWELL, 

Lieatenant-GenenL 

REPORT  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  BODES. 

Hbadqdakkm  Roots'  Diron*,! 
November  18,  1888.  J 

lieutenant-Colonel  A.  8.  Pendleton,  A.  A.  Q. 
Second  Corps,  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  : 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  here- 
with a  report  of  the  recent  operations  of  my 
division  on  the  Rappahannock. 

On  the  seventh,  and  for  some  days  previous 
thereto,  my  division  was  camped  between  the 
Rappahannock  and  Mountain  Run,  about  one 
ana  a  half  miles  in  rear  of  Kelly's  Ford,  which, 
together  with  Wheatley's,  Norman's,  and  Ste- 
phens' Fords,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  division  to 
watch.  About  noon  on  the  seventh,  the  enemy's 
cavalry,  which  had  for  several  days  been  sta- 
tioned in  small  force  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river,  was  suddenly  replaced  by  his  infantry, 
and  immediately  his  skirmishers  were  thrown 
forward  to  the  river. 

The  Second  and  Thirtieth  North  Carolina 
regiments,  of  Ramseur's  brigade,  were  on  out- 
post duty  at  the  river.  The  former,  numbering 
about  three  hundred  and  twenty-two  effective 
total,  was  guarding  Wheatley's  Ford,  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  above,  and  Stephens'  Ford, 
one  and  a  quarter  miles  below  Kelly's  and  Kel- 
ly's Ford  itself.  The  two  first  named  fords  be- 
ing obscure  and  difficult,  the  bulk  of  the  regi- 
ment was  placed  partly  in  rifle-pits  and  partly 
deployed,  so  as  to  command  Kelly's  Ford,  and 
the  site  of  the  enemy's  pontoon  bridge,  used  on 
their  former  crossing. 

The  Thirtieth  North  Carolina  regiment,  num- 
bering about  five  hundred  men,  was  in  reserve, 
protecting  the  solitary  battery  (Napoleon)  under 
my  command.  The  battery  and  regiment  were 
about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  river,  in 
the  edge  of  the  nearest  woods  to  the  ford. 

At  Kelly's  Ford  the  bluffs  are  on  the  extreme 
side,  close  to  the  river,  and  encircle  the  ground 
which  my  outpost  force  was  compelled  to  oc- 
cupy. On  our  side,  the  land  for  a  mile  or  more 
from  the  river  bank,  is  cleared  and  slopes  geqtly 
to  the  river.  It  is  necessary  to  notice  these  facts 
to  account  properly  for  the  losses  of  the  two 
regiments  mentioned. 

Upon  my  arrival  on  the  field  only  five  or  six 
regiments  of  the  enemy's  infantry  were  in  sight, 
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and  one  battery.  Nevertheless,  I  ordered  the 
division  to  be  in  readiness  to  move  in  line  of 
battle,  and  the  wagons  to  be  parked.  Very 
soon,  however,  it  became  apparent  that  a  large 
force  was  in  my  front,  and  tliat  the  enemy  was 
endeavoring  to  aftect  a  crossing  at  and  above 
the  ford.  The  division  was  at  once  placed  in 
position  in  the  woods  with  its  left  flank  on  the 
river,  near  Wheatloy's  Ford,  its  right  extending 
towards  the  road  from  the  ford  to  Stephens- 
burg  ;  Daniel's  brigade  remaining  on  the  right 
of  this  road  watching  my  right 

Before  these  dispositions  were  completed  fhe 
enemy's  batteries,  from  front  and  flanks,  and  his 
infantry  along  the  opposite  bank,  had  driven  all 
of  the  Second  North  Carolina  to  shelter,  except 
three  or  four  companies  stationed  along  the 
river  from  the  ford  to  the  pontoon  site.  These 
companies  had  slight  protection  from  the  mus- 
ketry, but  were  very  much  exposed  to  the  ar- 
tillery tire. 

The  Thirtieth  North  Carolina,  going  to  the 
assistance  of  the  Second,  was  speedily  broken 
and  demoralized,  under  the  concentrated  artil- 
lery fire  which  swept  the  ground  over  which 
it  had  to  march.  The  battery  of  Napoleons, 
commanded  by  Captain  Massie,  did  its  best,  but 
could  not  hold  its  own  against  the  three  batter- 
ies opposing  it,  and  was  obliged  speedily  to 
cease  firing.  The  men  of  the  Second  North 
Carolina,  who  remained  in  the  rifle-pits  at  the  ford, 
still  kept  up  their  fire,  but  no  opposition  now 
existing  at  any  other  point,  the  enemy  crossed 
in  the  rapids,  just  above  the  ford,  and  speedily 
enveloped  the  remaining  force  at  the  ford,  com- 
pelling it  to  surrender.  After  crossing,  the 
enemy's  force  moved,  as  I  had  expected,  upon 
my  left,  and  continued  to  advance  imtil  within 
long  range  of  my  skirmishers.  No  advance  be- 
ing made  on  the  Stevensburg  road,  General 
Daniel  was  ordered  to  move  his  brigade  from  the 
right  to  the  left,  where  he  was  placed  in  re- 
serve, and  every  arrangement  was  made  to  give 
the  enemy  a  warm  reception.  He,  however, 
halted  before  reaching  the  woods,  and  having 
by  this  time  laid  his  pontoons,  continued  to 
cross  his  troops  rapidly,  and  by  die  time  my  ar- 
rangements for  resistance  were  completed,  had 
massed  in  front  of  me  too  great  a  force  to  admit 
of  my  attacking  him  with  any  reasonable  chance 
of  success.  Under  the  circumstances,  and  ex- 
pecting General  Johnston's  division  every  mo- 
ment, I  determined  to  remain  on  the  defensive, 
at  .least  till  its  arrival.  No  further  demonstra- 
tion was  made  by  the  enemy  during  the  night. 
General  Johnston's  division  arriving  some  time 
after  dark,  was  placed  in  continuation  of  my  line 
of  battle  on  the  right,  the  two  divisions  forming 
a  continuous  line  from  the  river  to  Mountain 
Run,  and  in  front  of  my  encampment 

Receiving  orders  early  in  the  evening  to  do 
so,  my  division,  as  soon  as  General  Johnston  had 
cleared  the  way,  moved  via  Stevensburg  to 
Ponv  Mountain,  where  it  arrived  at  daybreak. 

The  losses  in  the  dvriaVm  w«t*  «a  follows : 


Daniel's  brigade  

Doles'  brigade   5 

Kauueur'e  brigade                            i>  35 

Baud's  bridle                                .  2 

Johnston's  brigade   3 


i 

3» 


The  missing  reported  in  Ramiear's  > 
are  confined  to  the  Second  an:i  Thirtiiti: 
Carolina,  and  include  fourteen  wound*-  i  t 
the  hands  of  the  surgeon  not  rein  .Tits!  b 
rcgimental  commanders  as  wounded,.*:) :: 
total  wounded  is  fi fry-nine  and  the  mi*.*!: 
hundred  and  ninety-five.  It  is  pmUUi 
ever,  that  many  reported  missing  were 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,  killed  <»r  w«- 
The  Second  North  Carolina,  under  itspdl-r 
mander,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Stalling*.  U 
very  handsomely.  The  loss  of  prisoners 
regiment  resulted  from  Lieu  tenant^  ilmiei 
iugs  holding  the  regiment  in  position  in 
to  save  the  Thirtieth,  which  ha:i  com*1  :■• 
lief  on  his  left,  he  believing  that  it  had  e:i 
the  force  which  crossed  at  the  rapid*  af- 
ford. The  Thirtieth  did  not  sustain  its  r 
tion.  It  arrived  at  the  mills  in  great  eW 
and  became  uncontrollable  ;  it*  leader.  L  < 
ant-Colonel  Sillers,  behaved  gallantly  av!  i 
duty,  but  many  of  his  men  refused 
leave  the  shelter  of  the  houses  whore  he  vr 
the  regiment  to  fall  back.  All  who  refuel 
of  course  captured,  and  hence  the  large  nj 
of  prisoners  from  this  regiment.  The  vh  * 
of  battle  was  under  artillery  fire,  and  he?;< 
casualties  in  the  brigades  of  Doles.  Bant 
Johnston.  The  missing  in  the  brigade*: 
than  Ramseur's,  were  either  deserters  or  i 
glers,  probably  the  latter. 

Some  valuable  officers  were  killed  and  w 
ed.  The  most  distinguished  among  the* 
Colonel  Cox,  Second  North  Carolina,  vb* 
wounded  immediately  after  his  entrance 
the  field,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Sillers.  Tair 
North  Carolina,  who,  it  was  feared,  wat  m  i 
wounded. 

In  consequence  of  many  of  the  baggaf? 
ons  of  the  brigades  having  been  sect 
forage,  and  of  the  want  of  transportation  h 
division,  a  small  amount  of  osggagf  i 
few  cooking  utensils  were  left  in  cju| 
statement  of  these  losses,  which  were  i 
slight  and  unavoidable,  was  forwarded  :< 
commanding  General,  through  Colonel  ChxJ 

The  outpost  force  at  the  other  fordi  n 
herein  were  withdrawn  without  lots  ■ 
good  order. 

Very  respectfully,  eta, 

R.  E.  Bow 
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REPORT  Of  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  HATS. 

Headquarters  Hats'  Brigade,  ) 
Norember  10,  1863.  J 

Major  J.  W.  Daniel: 

Major  :  In  pursuance  of  orders  from  division 
headquarters,  my  brigade,  under  command  of 
Colonel  D.  P.  Penn,  Seventh  Louisiana  regiment, 
I  myself  being  engaged  in  conducting  a  court  of 
inquiry  in  the  case  of  Colonel  Skinner,  Fifty- 
aecona  Virginia  regiment,  left  camp  at  sunrise, 
the  sixth  instant,  and  proceeded  to  the  Rappa- 
hannock River,  near  the  point  where  the  Orange 
and  Alexandria  Railroad  bridge  formerly  span- 
ned that  stream.  Arrived  there,  Colonel  Penn 
relieved  Walker's  brigade,  Johnston's  division, 
then  on  picket  duty.  The  regiments  of  the 
command  were  placed  in  position  in  the  follow- 
ing order :  the  Sixth  Louisiana  regiment,  Colonel 
William  Monaghan  commanding,  was  stationed 
on  the  right  of  the  works,  on  the  northern  side 
of  the  river,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  ad- 
vance* The  Ninth  Louisiana  regiment,  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel William  R.  Peck  commanding,  was 
retained  in  the  works  in  reserve.  To  the  left  of 
the  Ninth  regiment,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in 
advance,  was  placed  the  Eighth  Louisiana  regi- 
ment, Captain  Gusman  commanding ;  the  Sev- 
enth Louisiana  regiment,  Colonel  F.  M.  Terry, 
being  on  the  extreme  left  The  Fifth  Louisiana 
regiment,  Captain  J.  6.  Angell  commanding, 
was  placed  on  picket,  at  a  point  on  the  southern 
side  of  the  river,  about  half  way  between  Nor- 
man's Ford  and  Rappahannock  Bridge,  at  a  dis- 
tance of  half  a  mile  from  the  latter.  Between 
the  Sixth  regiment  and  the  Ninth  regiment 
were  two  pieces  of  artillery,  of  Green's  battery, 
and  between  the  right  and  left  wings  of  the 
Ninth  regiment  were  two  other  pieces  of  the 
same  command,  these  last  two  guns  being  some- 
what to  the  right  of  a  point  in  the  works  oppo- 
site the  pontoon  bridge. 

During  the  sixth  instant,  the  enemy's  vedettes 
were  observed  just  in  advance  of  the  woods 
bordering  the  open  field,  in  front  of  the  work, 
about  a  mile's  distance.  There  was  no  firing 
that  day  between  the  pickets. 

About  eleven  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
seventh  instant,  our  vedettes  reported  a  regi- 
ment of  the  enemy's  infantry  passing  down  the 
"Warrenton  and  Fredericksburg  road,  in  the 
direction  of  the  right  of  our  line,  followed 
shortly  afterwards  by  another  body  of  infantry, 
proceeding  towards  the  same  point 

Colonel  Penn  immediately  went  to  the  ve- 
dettes' posts  to  observe  the  movements  of  the 
enemy ;  and,  at  a  quarter  of  twelve  o'clock,  a 
despatch  was  sent  to  Major-General  Early,  in- 
forming him  that  the  enemyin  force,  both  infan- 
try and  cavalry,  was  advancing  and  forming 
lines  of  battle.  At  a  quarter-past  one  o'clock 
another  despatch  was  sent  to  General  Early,  that 
the  enemy  were  still  in  line  of  battle  in  front, 
and  that  his  skirmishers  had  advanced  a  short 
distance  from  the  woods ;  and  that  a  large  force 
had  moved  down  the  river,  towards  our  right, 
accompanied  by  wagons  and  ambulances.  At 


two  o'clock  the  enemy  formed  another  line  of 
battle,  about  two  hundred  yards  in  advance  of 
the  wood  above  mentioned.  At  this  time  the 
Fifth  Louisiana  regiment,  with  the  exception  of 
one  company  and  sixteen  men,  left  on  picket  on 
this  Bide  of  the  river,  at  the  point  already  indi- 
cated, rejoined  the  brigade,  and  was  placed  in 
position  on  the  right  of  the  Seventh  Louisiana 
regiment  At  halt-past  two  o'clock  the  enemy's 
whole  line  advanced,  supported,  as  they  ap- 
peared, by  two  lines.  The  Sixth,  Eighth,  Fifth, 
and  Ninth  regiments  were  then  gradually  drawn 
in,  and  at  three  o'clock  our  skirmishers  tell  back 
to  the  road,  distant  about  a  hundred  yards  from 
our  works,  where  they  remained  for  half  an 
hour,  when  they  were  compelled  to  retire  by  a 
movement  of  the  enemy  to  flank  them.  The 
brigade  was  then  disposed  in  the  rifle-pits.  A 
few  moments  from  this,  the  enemy  opened  fire 
from  a  four-gun  battery  on  our  left,  from  a  high 
hill  which  we  had  been  forced  to  abandon  by 
the  approach  of  a  heavy  force.  Colonel  Penn 
immediately  sent  an  order  to  a  battery  on  this, 
the  southern  side  of  the  river,  to  reply,  which 
was  done  slowly,  and  with  but  little  effect  At 
four  o'clock  I  arrived  upon  the  field,  and  took 
command  of  the  brigade.  I  found  heavy  firing 
progressing  between  the  enemy's  skirmishers 
and  our  line.  This  continued  for  an  hour,  with- 
out any  marked  result  About  half-past  four 
o'clock,  Hoke's  brigade,  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Godwin,  crossed  the  river,  and  was 
placed  between  the  left  wing  of  the  Eighth 
regiment  and  the  right  wing  of  the  Fifth  regi- 
ment, to  fill  up  a  gap  in  our  lines,  created  by  a 
change  in  the  position  of  those  two  regiments, 
rendered  necessary  by  a  movement  of  the  enemy 
on  the  left  About  five  o'clock  a  battery  was 
opened  on  our  right,  and  another  opposite  our 
centre.  The  firing  from  the  enemy's  guns  on 
the  right,  left,  and  centre,  converging  on  the 
point  occupied  by  us,  was  rapid  and  vigorous, 
until  some  time  after  dark.  It  was  then  under 
cover  of  the  darkness  that  a  simultaneous  ad- 
vance was  made  of  the  entire  force  of  the  enemy. 
In  the  centre,  the  skirmishers  were  driven  back, 
and  his  first  line  was  so  broken  and  shattered 
by  our  fire,  that  the  few  who  arrived  at  the 
works  surrendered  themselves  prisoners.  But 
the  second  and  third  lines  continued  to  advance 
at  a  double-quick,  arms  at  a  trail,  and  a  column 
formed,  as  well  as  the  obscurity  of  the  evening 
ermitted  me  to  descry,  by  companies,  moving 
own  the  railroad,  was  hurled  upon  our  right, 
which,  after  a  severe  struggle,  was  forced  back, 
leaving  the  battery  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
I  immediately  ordered  a  charge  of  the  Ninth 
Louisiana  regiment,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
taking our  guns,  but  our  centre  having  been 
broken,  and  the  two  forces  opposed  to  our 
right  and  centre  having  joined,  rendered  the 
execution  of  my  purpose  impracticable.  Form- 
ing a  new  line  after  this  juncture,  facing  up 
the  river,  the  enemy  advanced,  moving  be- 
hind our  works  towards  our  left,  while  a  line 
which  he  had  formed  in  a  ravine  above  our 
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extreme  left,  its  (the  enemy's)  right  resting  on 
the  river,  moved  down  the  stream,  thus  enclos- 
ing Hoke's  brigade,  and  the  Seventh  and  Fifth 
Louisiana  regiments,  in  a  manner  that  rendered 
escape  impossible.  My  men  continued  at  their 
posts  in  the  works,  fighting  well  to  the  last ; 
and  it  was  only  when  the  command  was  cut  in 
two,  and  the  enemy  in  complete  possession  of 
the  entire  hill,  that  any  thought  was  entertained 
of  falling  back.  Indeed,  there  was  no  effort 
made  by  any  one  in  my  command  to  recross 
the  river  until  nothing  else  remained  but  to 
surrender.  Many  then  escaped  by  swimmipg 
or  fording  the  river,  and  some  few  on  the  pon- 
toon bridge. 

The  force  under  my  command  was  small, 
being  between  eight  and  nine  hundred.  That 
of  Hoke's  brigade,  consisting  of  three  regiments, 
was  also  small,  as  owing  to  the  suddenness  with 
which  it  left  camp  to  proceed  to  the  river,  many 
of  its  members  were  absent  The  force  of  the 
enemy,  I  am  confident,  could  not  have  been  less 
than  twenty  to  twenty-five  thousand.  But  few 
of  my  brigade  were  wounded  or  killed,  owing 
to  the  enemy's  advancing  without  firing.  I  am 
satisfied  that  the  loss  we  inflicted  upon  the 
attacking  force  was  heavy,  as  our  firing  was 
collected  and  steady. 

For  particulars  of  the  movements  of  Hoke's 
brigade,  and  its  casualties,  I  respectfully  refer 
you  to  the  report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Tate, 
Sixth  North  Carolina  regiment,  herewith  ap- 
pended, marked  "  A." 

My  loss  is  as  follows : 

Officers  killed   0 

M      wounded   2 

"      missing   58 

Enlisted  men  killed   2 

"        "    wounded.   14 

-        «    missing   626 

Aggregate  .*  702 

Very  respectfully, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

Harry  T.  Hats, 
Brigadier-General,  commanding. 
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OPERATIONS  IN  LOWER  LOUISIANA. 

REPORT  OF  UEDTEKANT-OKNERAL  K.  K.  SMITH. 

HiADquAKms  Dwrixaaxr  Traks-Mjbuhfti,  \ 
Shbstxpoxt,  LounuvA,  November  7, 1668.  / 

General  &  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  In&pector-Gfen- 
eral,  Richmond,  Virginia  ; 
General:  Enclosed,  nerewith,  I  have  the 
honor  to  forward  reports  of  engagements  with 
the  enemy  in  Lower  Louisiana,  from  the  twenty- 
sixth  of  June  to  the  thirteenth  of  July,  1863, 
inclusive. 

I  am,  General,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  Knurr  Smith, 

\Jmaft«aafeVQ«D«niL 


REPORT  OF  GENKRAL  WALXES. 

HmADQCAxraai  Wales3!  Dnran.i 
Dhjd,  July  10,1* 

Major  K  Surget,  A.  A.  G.,  Alexandria,  la.  : 
Major  :  Since  the  date  of  my  last  report, 
forces  under  my  command  have  broken  ip 
plantations  engaged  in  raising  cotton,  u 
Federal  leasee,  from  Miliken  s  Bend  to  L 
Providence,  capturing  some  two  thousand 
groes,  who  have  been  restored  to  their  man 
with  the  exception  of  those  captured  intra*, 
a  few  the  property  of  disloyal  citizen!  U  j 
isiana.  I  consider  it  an  unfortnnate  on 
stance  that  any  armed  negroes  were  capft 
but  in  the  cavalry  expedition  which  brota 
the  plantations  below  Lake  Providence,  Cd 
Parsons,  commanding  two  cavalry  regim 
from  the  district  of  Arkansas,  acting  uii-to 
orders,  encountered  a  force  of  one  hondrf i 
thirteen  negroes  and  their  three  white  •£ 
in  a  fortified  position,  and  when  the  officen 
posed  to  surrender,  upon  condition  of  fc 
treated  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  the  arm* 

§roes  unconditionally,  Colonel  Parsons  aor 
le  terms.  The  position,  upon  a  high  mo 
the  side  of  which  had  been  scarped  and  o> 
wise  strengthened,  was  of  great  strength, 
would  have  cost  many  lives  and  much  nrec 
time  to  have  captured  by  assault  Coder  i 
circumstances,  Brigadier-General  Tappa.i, 
came  up  before  the  capitulation  was  coca 
mated,  approved  the  convention. 

This  was  on  the  thirtieth  ultimo,  and  I 
made  all  my  arrangements  to  push,  the  i 
day,  towards  Providence  and  Ash  ton.  • 
miles  above,  where  I  intended  to  eatablak 
batteries  for  the  annoyance  of  the  eoa 
transports. 

That  night  I  received  General  Taylori 
structions  to  march  my  division  to  tkm 
Bay.  I  immediately  returned  to  this  pobffi 
had  embarked  one  of  my  brigades  on  tbei 
road  train,  when  I  received  instruction!  o 
LieutenantGeueral  Smith  to  remain  in  tfas 
cinity. 

On  the  fifth  instant  General  Smith  vat  h 
in  person,  and  directed  me  to  proceed  to  i 
ton,  on  the  Mississippi,  and  endeavor  to* 
ade  the  river  against  the  enemy's  transport  i 
supply  boats.  In  accordance  with  these  intf 
tions,  I  marched  from  here  on  the  ninth  met 
The  same  morning  Captain  Janes,  who  bad  h 
sent  with  a  flag  of  truce  to  deliver  a  com 
cation  from  General  Taylor  to  General  d 
returned  and  reported  the  delivery  of  As 
spatch  to  the  enerny  s  pickets  at  Young's  Ft 

He  brought  intefligenoe,  derived  from  aw 
that  I  did  not  whollv  credit,  that  Vkkstag 
capitulated  on  the  fourth  iwtM*  Koteoi 
enng  this  entirely  certain,  I  continued  mjm 
ments,  but  the  same  day  I  received  the  is 
gence,  unfortunately  too  well  authenticate 
admit  of  a  doubt  At  the  same  time  I  nee 
instructions  from  Lieutenant^eneral  Ssut 
t*tarn  to  this  point*  and  if  forced  to  abai 
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Washita  Valley  by  superior  numbers,  to 
back  on  Red  river  to  Natchitoches, 
am  now  engaged  in  burning  all  the  cotton  I 
reach,  from  Lake  Providence  to  the  lower 
of  Concordia  Parish,  and  shall  endeavor  to 
re  no  spoil  for  the  enemy.  I  have  also  in- 
icted  the  cavalrv  to  destroy  all  subsistence 
forage  on  abandoned  plantations,  that,  from 

Sroximity  to  the  river,  may  give  the  enemy 
ities  for  invasion.   When  mis  destruction 
fleeted,  I  shall  withdraw  the  greater  portion 
my  forces  towards  the  Washita  River,  to 
le  more  healthy  locality, 
lie  ravages  of  disease  have  fearfully  weak- 
d  my  force,  and  I  consider  it  essential  to  its 
ire  usefulness  that  it  should  be  removed 
a  here  as  early  as  practicable. 
I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  Walker. 

REPORT  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  TAYLOR. 

HKADQUABTKBS  DflRRIOT  W»TBRjr  LOUBBAXA,) 

Berwick,  July  14. 1808.  J 
for  E.  Surge*,  A.  A.  G. : 
Iajob:  Tour  despatches  of  the  tenth  and 
renth  came  to  hand.  I  had  received  from 
w  Orleans  news  of  the  fall  of  Vicksburg.  I 
it  the  doubt  you  express  may  be  well  found- 
Port  Hudson  surrendered  on  the  ninth 
ant,  literally  from  starvation, 
he  plan  I  had  arranged  for  an  attack  on 
v  Orleans  fell  through,  as  soon  as  I  was 
ised  that  Walker's  division  would  not  join 
My  active  force  (not  including  the  garrison 
his  place)  is  less  than  four  thousand.  That 
plan  referred  to  would  have  succeeded,  any 
3  before  the  ninth  instant,  I  do  not  entertain 

slightest  doubt  Whether  the  city  could 
e  been  held  is  another  question.  The  fall  of 
t  Hudson,  and  the  almost  certain  fate  of 
ksburg,  render  my  present  position  in  the 
niche  extremely  hazardous,  and  not  to  be 
ified  on  any  military  grounds.  The  defences 
his  bay  are  far  from  satisfactory ;  and  the 
•ance  of  a  hostile  fleet  would  ruin  my  little 
y.  The  enemy  will  doubtless  throw  troops 
>B8  the  Atchafalaya  at  Morgan's  ferry,  twenty- 
it  miles  from  Washington.  He  has  already 
igade  in  the  Grasse  fete.  I  cannot  hope  to 
»  with  the  forces  now  in  north  Louisiana ; 

the  whole  country  between  this  point  and 
iroe  is  open.  Since  the  communications  of 
teral  Johnston  led  me  to  -look  forward  to  the 
of  Vicksburg,  I  have  been  forming  depots 
the  line  from  Lafayette  to  Niblett's  bluff, 
ase  I  abandon  this  country,  I  expect  to  fol- 

thifl  line,  and  you  will  lay  your  plans  re- 
ling  the  limited  amount  of  public  property 
Alexandria  accordingly.  I  send,  to-day,  a 
f  officer  to  Morgan^  ferry,  to  watch  and 
3rt  the  enemy's  movements.   The  reports 

be  forwarded  also  to  you.  You  will  take 
>8  to  secure*  early  and  accurate  information 
lie  enemy's  movements  on  lower  Red  River 

at  Simmsport   Where  is  General  Polignac's 


brigade  ?  Is  it  armed  and  ready  for  service  T 
At  junction  of  the  Huffpower  and  Boeuf,  or  on 
the  latter,  near  Washington,  as  the  enemy  may 
move,  would  be  the  place  for  it  Communicate 
the  contents  of  this  to  department  headquarters, 
I  have  no  staff  officer  with  me,  and  am  fatigued 
and  jaded  beyond  description. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
R.  Taylob, 
Major-General. 

P.  S. — Nothing  of  the  boats,  which  left  Alex- 
andria on  the  seventh  ultimo.  Afraid  they  have 
come  to  grief  on  the  Atchafalaya. 

.    R.  T. 

M.  0. 

Majob  Surget, 

A.  A.G. 

Upon  the  foregoing  report  was  the  following 
endorsement : 

HxiDQtLisms  Dwnucr  Wnm  LouauiA, \ 
AuximnoA,  July  17, 1888.  J 

Respecfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of 
the  Lieutenant-General  commanding,  with  the 
remark,  that  the  boats  of  which  General  Taylor 
speaks  in  the  P.  8.,  met  the  enemy's  gunboats 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Atchafalaya,  and  returned 
safely  to  this  post 

E.  SURGET, 


BiABQUAsms  District  Wbsthrit  Loubaka,  > 
Latocrghx,  July  18, 1868  y 

Brigadier-General  W.  R.  Boggs,  Chief  of  Staff: 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  announce  a 
brilliant  success  gained  by .  a  portion  of  my 
forces  under  the  command  of  Brigadier-General 
Green,  over  Weitzel  and  Dwight  The  enemy, 
over  four  thousand  strong,  advanced  to-day,  six 
miles  from  Donaldsville,  where  he  was  met  by 
General  Green,  with  his  own  and  a  part  of 
Major's  brigade  (in  all  twelve  hundred  men),  and 
driven  from  the  field,  with  a  loss  of  about  five 
hundred  in  killed  and  wounded,  some  three 
hundred  prisoners,  three  pieces  of  artillery, 
many  small  arms,  and  the  flag  of  a  New  York 
regiment.  The  gallant  and  noble  Green  dis- 
mounted from  his  horse,  placed  himself  at  the 
head  of  his  old  regiment,  captured  the  enemy's 
guns,  and  drove  his  forces  into  the  fort,  and 
under  the  guns  of  the  fleet  In  the  generalship 
and  daring  of  the  commander,  and  the  devotion 
of  the  troops,  this  action  will  compare  favorably 
with  any  I  hive  witnessed  during  the  war. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
R.  Taylor, 

Major-General. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  GREEN. 

FOBD  AHD  DtATPfOKT  PlJkSTATlOV,  \  J 

Saturday,  Jane  27, 1808.  J 

General  Mouton  :  I  have  been  all  the  morning 
collecting  together  all  the  information  relative 
to  the  situation  and  strength  of  the  defences  of 
Donaldsonville.   After  travelling  all  night  we 
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arrived  here  at  sunrise  this  morning,  eight- or 
nine  miles  from  Donaldsonville. 

I  learn  from  citizens  that  the  fort  contains 
from  three  to  five  hundred  Yankees,  and  that 
there  are  five  gunboats  there  now.  The  approach 
to  the  fort  is  through  an  open  plain,  nine  hun- 
dred yards,  and  the  ditch  around  it  is  sixteen 
feet  wide  and  twelve  feet  deep,  making  it  im- 
possible to  scale  it,  except  by  having  strong 
plank  or  suitable  ladders.  I  have  had  a  full 
consultation  (which,  by  the  bye,  is  not  the  best 
thing  to  be  governed  by).  They  think  that  an 
attempt  to  storm  will  be  attended  with  great  loss, 
and  no  adequate  benefit,  even  if  successful,  and 
this  is  my  opinion.  The  object  of  the  expedi- 
tion being  to  annoy  and  take,  if  possible,  the 
enemy's  transports,  can  be  better  and  more 
safely  done  by  taking  a  position  below  Donald- 
sonville. I  am  making  a  bridge  of  sugar  coolers 
at  this  camp  to  cross  one  regiment,  intending 
to  swim  the  horses.  I  will  push  that  regiment 
close  upon  Donaldson,  throwing  pickets  upon 
the  river.  I  am  about  sending  another  regiment 
down  on  this  side,  near  the  fort,  throwing  pickets 
above  where  the  river  can  be  seen.  My  pickets 
above  and  below  will  be  able  to  see  what  num- 
ber of  gunboats  there  are  at  the  fort,  and  I  pro- 
pose to  fire  the  bridge  during  the  day  so  that  I 
can  get  artillery  on  the  Mississippi.  With  one 
rifle  section  I  can  make  the  transports  coming 
up  retreat  Come  down  and  take  command.  I 
want  you  badly,  as  I  do  not  know  fully  what 
are  your  views,  and  would  not  like  to  take  any 
steps  in  conflict  with  them.  Until  I  came  down 
here,  I  had  no  idea  of  the  position,  strength,  or 
feasibility  of  taking  the  fort,  or  the  value  when 
taken.  I  think  now  the  fort  can  be  rendered 
nugatory  by  taking  a  position  below  it  Adopts 
ing  the  latter  view  will  induce  the  Yankees  very 
probably  to  abandon  the  fort  or  come  out  and 
fight  us. 

Come  down  as  soon  as  you  can. 

Yours,  Green. 

A  true  copy : 

John  M.  Avert, 

First  Lieutenant  and  JL  D.  C. 

Upon  the  foregoing  report  was  the  following 
endorsement : 

HJUDQUARTWB  DISTRICT  WbOTKRX  LomSLUfA,) 

TtamoMuuxvujje,  July  0, 186a  J 

Respectfully  forwarded.  The  reply  of  Briga- 
dier-General Mouton  approving  the  views  of 
General  Green  as  to  turning  the  tfort  was  not 
received  by  the  latter  officer  until  the  attack 
had  been  made. 

R.  Taylor, 
Major-General  commanding. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  GREEN. 

Hkadqujusbs  Fran  Cavalry  Brigade,) 
Camp  oh  La  Fourohk  xkar  Para  Court,  V 
JulyS,  1863.  J 

Mqjor  Louis  Bush,  A.  A.  General,  Thibo- 
deaux: 

Major  :  In  accordant  wiftxtaa  attat  Q^w^- 


ral  Mouton,  commanding,  of  the  twenty-! 
mo,  dated  at  Thibodeauxville,  command! 
take  possession  of  the  Federal  fort  i 
sonville,  I  took  up  the  line  of  march  fr 
deaux  about  eight  o'clock  at  night,  wi 
man's,  Shannon's,  and  Herbert's  re^in* 
brigade,  and  Lane,  Stone,  and  Phillips. 
Major's  brigade,  and  Semrnes'  batter 
marching  the  entire  night,  I  encamp* 
miles  of  the  fort,  about  sunrise  the  n 
ing. 

During  the  twenty-seventh  I  rested 
troops  and  horses,  getting  all  the  in 
which  could  be  procured  in  relation  tc 
ation  of  the  fort,  its  force,  defences,  etc 
a  pontoon  bridge  across  the  Lafourch< 
sugar  coolers,  and  crossed  over  Stone's 
to  the  east  of  the  bayou,  and  order* 
advance  towards  Donaldsonville,  on  t 
and  attract  the  attention  of  the  enez 
possible,  to  attack  him  on  that  side, 
balance  of  the  command,  I  advanced  c 
night  of  the  twenty-seventh  to  within 
half  miles  of  the  fort,  where  I  dismo 
command.  Having  determined  on  th 
attack,  I  called  the  officers  command 
ments  together,  and  explained  to  thei 
cally  the  position  each  one  was  to  occi 
assault 

Major  Shannon,  of  the  Fifth  T.  M.  1 
perform  a  circuit  around  the  fort,  read 
sissippi  a  mile  above,  and  advance  < 
levee  to  the  stockade  of  upright  timb 
the  ground  between  the  levee  and  it 
edge,  and  there  make  an  entrance. 
Hardeman,  with  the  Fourth  T.  M .  V..  wi 
up  the  bayou  road,  along  the  levee  o 
fourche,  and  as  soon  as  he  heard  the  fir 
by  Shannon  or  a  fire  opened  by  the  « 
assault  the  fort  at  the  water's  edge. : 
stockade,  and  simultaneously  with  & 
make  an  entrance  through  the  stock 
with  Shannon,  assault  the  garrison  wWi 
to  hand.  Both  Shannon  and  Harden 
charged  that  they  were  expected  to  i 
fort,  while  Phillips,  Lane,  and  Herbert, « 
regiments,  were  to  envelop  the  worki 
up  around  them  to  the  brink  of  the  ditc 
ing  down  the  cannoniers  and  their  n 
from  the  ramparts  at  a  distance  of  < 
teen  or  eighteen  feet. 

After  a  full  explanation  to  the  commas 
cers  of  regiments  of  the  plan  of  attack, 
nishing  Shannon  and  Hardeman  with 
and  the  head  of  the  column  of  the  ui 
ments  which  were  to  envelop  the  fort. 
Shannon  and  Hardemau  forward.  W 
short  time  for  Major  Shannon  to  fire 
circuit  around  the  fort  to  the  Missiasipi 
I  moved  the  column  which  was  to  em 
ditch,  with  Colonel  Major  at  the  head, 
this  column  had  advanced  to  the  pboe 
for  it,  preparatory  to  the  assault,  Major 
of  the  Fifth  Texas,  encountered  the  p 
the  enemy,  and  a  fire  from  above  wm 
wpm.  him  by  the  artillery  of  theibrt  i 
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two  gunboats  in  the  river.  He  advanced  down 
the  levee  of  the  Mississippi,  next  to  the  wa- 
ter's edge,  to  the  stockade  of  upright  timbers 
behind  the  levee,  driving  the  enemy  from  the 
stockade  and  firing  upon  them  through  their 
own  port  holes.  He  pushed  a  portion  of  his  men 
over  their  works  (the  men  helping  each  other 
over),  the  balance  of  his  men  moved  around  the 
stockade  through  the  water,  which  was  shallow, 
into  the  fort  Hearing  the  small  arms  of  Major 
Shannon  amidst  the  roar  of  artillery,  I  ordered 
an  advance  of  the  whole  line.  Colonel  Phillips, 
at  the  head  of  the  column  under  Colonel  Major, 
made  a  circuit  of  the  fort,  and,  with  most  of 
his  meu  and  officers,  made  our  entrance  into  the 
fort  with  Shannon,  of  the  Fifth ;  Colonel  Her- 
hert,  with  the  Seventh,  enveloped  the  ditch  as 
directed.  The  fight  was  desperately  contested 
on  every  part  of  the  ground.  Colonel  Hardeman, 
with  the  Fourth  Texas,  being  unable  to  control 
his  guide,  was  delayed  in  his  attack  on  the 
stockade  on  the  Lafourche  side  until  nearly  day- 
light, but  his  casualties  show  with  what  deter- 
mined courage  that  veteran  regiment  stood  its 
ground  after- it  came  into  action.  By  some  mis- 
take Colonel  Lane  s  regiment  did  not  get  into 
action.  He  was  waiting  for  and  expecting  a 
guide,  while  I  supposed,  and  was  informed,  that 
he  was  at  the  head  of  the  column  under  Colonel 
Major.  There  is  no  blame  attached  to  Colonel 
Lane  for  the  mistake. 

The  attack  on  the  fort  was  made  at  two  o'clock 
a.  m.,  being  before  daylight,  for  the  pm*pose%  of 
preventing  the  gunboats  from  seeing  our  ad- 
vance. The  columns  of  attack,  of  Shannon 
above  and  Hardeman  below,  were  expected  to 
move  along  under  the  levee,  sheltered  from  the 
artillery  and  musketry  of  the  fort,  until  they 
reached  the  stockade,  the  weeds  on  the  margin 
of  the  water,  as  I  was  informed,  preventing  a 
fall  view  of  them  by  the  gunboats.  Shannon 
succeeded  in  making  the  entrance  with  little  or 
no  loss,  and  he  and  Colonel  Phillips  (entering  on 
the  same  side)  would  doubtless  have  succeeded  in 
capturing  the  works  had  it  not  been  for  the  ex- 
istence of  a  ditch  fronting  and  inside  the  levee, 
of  which  I  had  no  knowledge  or  information.  All 
my  guides)  and  some  of  them  resided  within 
two  miles  of  the  fort)  assured  me  that  when  we 
got  through  the  stockade  between  the  levee  and 
the  rwrer,  we  had  an  open  way  into  the  fort 
without  impediment  other  than  the  bayonets  of 
the  enemy.  We  were  not  repulsed  and  never 
would  have  been  until  we  found,  after  getting 
into  the  stockade,  there  was  yet  a  ditch  to  cross, 
running  in  front  of  and  parallel  with  the  river, 
and  no  means  whatever  on  hand  to  cross  it  At 
this  ditch  a  most  desperate  fight  ensued  between 
the  commands  of  Shannon  and  Phillips  and  the 
enemy.  Our  men  here  used  brickbats  upon  the 
heads  of  the  enemy,  who  returned  the  same. 
Captain  Killough  and  Lieutenant  Land  and 
other  officers  and  men  were  woimded  on  their 
heads  with  bricks,  thrown  by  the  enemy,  which 
had  first  been  thrown  by  our  men.  There  never 
was  more  desperate  courage  displayed  than  was 


|  shown  by  our  men  engaged  in  this  assault  The 
enemy  have  been  shown  an  example  of  desper- 
ate courage  which  will  not  be  without,  its  effect. 
But  for  the  false  information  in  relation  to  that 
part  of  the  fort  fronting  the  river,  it  would  most 
certainly  have  fallen  into  our  hands.  Had  we 
known  of  the  existence  of  this  ditch  we  would 
have  been  prepared  to  have  crossed  it 

We  fought  from  two  o'clock  a.  m.,  until  day- 
light, without  intermission,  and  our  dead  and 
wounded  show  the  desperation  of  the  assault 

The  garrison  contained  between  five  and  six 
hundred  Federals,  our  assaulting  party  engaged 
was  about  eight  hundred  strong. 

At  daylight  I  sent  in  a  flag  of  truce,  asking 
permission  to  pick  up  our  wounded  and  bury 
our  dead,  whicn  was  refused,  as  I  expected.  My 
object  in  sending  a  flag  so  early  was  to  get  away 
a  great  number  of  our  men  who  had  found  a 
little  shelter  near  the  enemy's  works,  and  who 
would  have  been  inevitably  taken  prisoners.  I 
must  have  saved  one  hundred  men  by  instruct- 
ing my  flag  of  truce  officer,  as  he  approached 
the  fort,  to  order  our  troops  still  there  away. 

We  mourn  the  fall  of  many  of  our  bravest 
and  best  officers  and  men ;  among  the  former 
are  Major  Shannon,  Captain  Ragsdale,  Lieuten- 
ants Starby  and  Cole,  of  the  Fifth,  Major  Red- 
ley,  of  Phillips'  regiment,  and  A.  Cartwright, 
of  the  Fourth,  and  others. 

The.  fort  was  much  stronger  than  it  was  rep- 
resented to  be,  or  than  we  expected  to  find  it 
Had  it  fallen  into  our  hands,  I  am  satisfied,  with 
a  little  work  on  it,  we  would  have  held  it 
against  all  the  gunboats  below  Port  Hudson.  Its 
capture  and  occupation  would  doubtless  have 
caused  great  uneasiness  and  inconvenience  to 
the  Federal  army  besieging  that  fortress.  In 
this  river  much  risk  was  justified  in  its  attempt- 
ed capture. 

I  cannot  say  too  much  in  commendation  of 
the  officers  and  men  who  were  engaged  in  this 
assault 

Colonel  Major,  commanding  the  second  cav- 
alry brigade,  lead  the  head  of  the  column  en- 
veloping the  fort,  carrying  his  men  to  the  ditch 
amidst  a  storm  of  shot  and  shell,  in  the  most 
dauntless  manner,  and  where  he  was  himself 
wounded. 

The  conduct  of  the  lamented  Shannon  and 
his  officers,  Colonel  Phillips  and  his  officers,  and 
Colonel  Herbert  and  his  officers,  and,  in  fact,  all 
the  officers  whose  conduct  came  under  my  ob- 
servation, is  above  all  praise. 

My  own  staff  came  fully  up  to  my  expecta- 
tions. Captain  C.  B.  Sheppard,  my  Aide-de- 
Camp,  and  my  volunteer  Aids,  W.  G.  Wilking 
and  Leander  McAnelley,  rendered  me  good  ser- 
vice, and  behaved  themselves  as  they  had  on 
former  occasions,  with  coolness  and  courage. 

I  herewith  submit  a  list  of  casualties — full 
reports  showing  the  killed,  wounded,  and  miss- 
ing, are  enclosed. 

Fourth  Texas  cavalry— Killed,  two ;  wounded, 
twenty-three  ;  missing,  three — twenty-eight 

Fifth  Texas  cavalry— Killed,  twelve ;  wound- 
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ed,  in  hands  of  the  enemy,  eighteen ;  wounded, 
present,  twenty;  missing,  forty-nine— ninety- 
nine. 

Seventh  Texas  Cavalry— Killed,  six ;  wound- 
ed, twenty-seven ;  missing,  forty-two— seventy- 
five. 

Stone1*  Regiment — Killed  (no  wounded  or 
missing),  one. 

Lane's  Regiment- -No  killed,  wounded,  or 
missing. 

Phillips1  Regiment— Kj^ed, eighteen;  wound- 
ed, eighteen;  missing,  twenty-one — fifty-seven. 
Total  casualties,  two  hundred  and  sixty. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Thomas  Green, 
Brigadier-General,  commanding. 


Upon  the  foregoing  report  was  the  fo&o*ii 
endorsement : 

Bbadqcabtkm  Dwnocr  Wmma  Lrcauo 
TtanoMAtrxvmx,  Jolj  ft,  UK,  ] 

Respectfully  forwarded.  Personal  ohnr 
tion  satisfies  me  that  if  the  guide  of  Harden 
regiment  had  not  failed  to  conduct  it  to  the  I 
its  capture  would  have  been  accompHihei 
engagement  during  the  war  has  illustrated  ■ 
signally  the  desperate  valor  of  Coofeda 
troops  than  the  attack  of  this  position,  ahta 
the  attack  may  have  been,  in  some  reapetn 
unadvised  one.  I  am  not  disposed  to  attach 
slightest  censure  to  bo  gallant  a  soldier  *  ft 
ral  Green,  whose  disposition  it  is  to  attack 
enemy  wherever  he  finds  him. 

R.  Tatus; 


Report  cf  CosuoUies  in  the  First  and  Second  (kttoiry  Brigades  in  the  Assault  upon  Lanali 

viOe,  June  28, 1863. 


Fourth  T«ias  Oirnlry  

Fifth  Tom*  CiYMltJ*  ►  

Swuttlta  TV*u  Cavulir  

IJhlll!  w1  Tfg  I  inept  

fc^jMf'S  ri'ifl  mvnX  , . . 


i 


i 


40 

34 


t 


101 


or  u,.. 


Thomas  Grbxit, 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  MOFTON. 

HsADQCAvma  Foroh  Sooth  or  Rsd  Rim,  \ 
Thibodeafx,  La.,  July  4,  1868.  j 

Major  E.  Surget,  A.  A.  G.t  District  Western 
Louisiana : 
Major  :  In  obedience  to  instructions  from  Ma- 
ior-General  R.  Taylor,  commanding  District  of 
Western  Louisiana,  on  the  twenty-second  day  of 
June,  after  surmounting  difficulties  amounting  to 
almost  impossibilities,  I  succeeded  in  collecting 
some  thirty-seven  skiffs  and  other  row-boats, 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Teche,  with  a  view  to 
co-operate,  from  the  west  side  of  the  Atchafala- 
ya,  with  Colonel  Major's  command,  then  on  the 
Lafourche.  An  expedition,  numbering  three 
hundred  and  twenty-five  gallant  volunteers  from 
the  different  regiments  under  my  command, 
under  the  gallant  Major  8herod  Hunter,  of  Bay- 
lor's regiment,  started  at  six  o'clock  p.  m.  to  turn 
the  enemy's  stronghold  at  Brashear  City.  Gen- 
eral Thomas  Green,  with  the  Fifth  Texas 
mounted  volunteers,  the  Second  Louisiana  cav- 
alry, Waller's  Texas  battalion,  and  the  Yalverde 
and  Nicholls'  batteries,  advanced  under  cover 
of  night,  to  opposite  the  enemy's  camp.  The 
Seventh  TexaB^eu^T^rCoVo^V  Hubert  com- 


manding, the  Fourth  Texas,  Lieutenant^* 
Hampton,  and  Baylor's  regiments,  were  fln 
across  the  Atchafalaya  to  Gibbons'  bind  ^ 
ing  the  night*  General  Green  was  to  atnact 
enemy's  attention  and  fire,  while  the  troop 
Gibbons'  Island  were  to  be  thrown  across  to 
support  of  Major  Hunter,  as  soon  as  the  h 
returned  from  the  latter's  landing  point,  iai 
of  the  enemy's  position.  Everything  rass 
quiet ;  and  tne  enemy  were  aware  of  osr ; 
pose  only  when  awakened  by  the  shots  fm 
Yalverde  battery.  The  enemy's  whokatai 
was  drawn  to  General  Green's  posmos- 
land  batteries  concentrating  their  fire  spas 
while  their  gunboat  shamefully  retreated  s 
beginning  of  the  action.  At  about  hslfsi 
a.  m.  of  the  twenty-third,  the  shouts  frcsi ! 
tor's  party  were  heard  in  the  rear  of  the  rati 
depot  Our  gallant  men  charged  me  esi 
guns,  one  after  the  other ;  and  wnentheysc 
near  the  main  fort  (Buclisjian),  the garnsa 
rendered  without  a  straggle.  The  eneoijii 
dered  a  force  of  over  twelve  handled 
strongly  posted  and  intrenched,  and  e 
heavy  guns— sH  protected  by  a  s^mboaV 
foroe  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  awn. 
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Loss  was  two  killed  and  eighteen  wounded.  The 
amount  of  quartermaster,  commissary,  and  ord- 
nance stores  is  very  large.  Our  troops  crossed 
the  bay  as  rapidly  as  possible,  but  were  delayed 
on  account  of  want  of  transportation — nothing 
burger  than  skiffs  could  be  had.   As  rapidly  as 

Kssible  General  Green  was  ordered  to  the 
yous  Ramos  and  Boeuf,  to  capture  those  of 
Hie  enemy  who  had  escaped,  and  also  to  pre- 
vent them  from  burning  the  bridges,  locomo- 
tives, and  cars.  Unfortunately  they  had  already 
destroyed  the  railroad  and  wagon  bridge  over 
the  Ramos,  and  had  retired  to  the  Boeuf. 
Our  troops  pushed  on,  fand  at  daylight 
of  the  twenty-fourth,  the  enemy  surren- 
dered to  a  scouting  parly  under  the  command  of 
General  Green's  daring  scout,  McAnally.  The 
force  consisted  of  four  hundred  and  thirty-five 
officers  and  men,  three  siege  guns,  and  a  twelve- 
pounder  gun.  At  this  point  General  Green's  and 
Colonel  Major's  command  connected.  Their 
troops  were  pushed  forward  to  the  Thibodeaux 
and  Lafourche  railroad-crossing,  capturing  twen- 
ty-five Federal  sick  and  wounded  and  four  pieces 
of  light  artillery. 

On  the  twenty-seventh  the  troops  marched  to 
Donaldsonville.   On  the  twenty-eighth,  at  one 

2 'clock  a.  m.,  the  fort  (Butler)  was  attacked ;  and 
t  daylight,  after  the  most  desperate  struggle,  we 
were  repulsed,  with  two  hundred  and  sixty  casu- 
alties. Too  much  cannot  be  said  of  the  gallantry 
and  devotion  of  the  brave  men  who  stormed 
this  stronghold.  Colonel  Phillips,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Shannon,  and  Major  Ridley  are  among 
the  missing.  They  fell  in  a  desperate  hand-to- 
hand  fight ;  but  I  hope  they  are  only  wounded. 
As  one  of  the  main  objects  of  this  campaign  was 
to  take  possession  of  the  Mississippi,  I  immedi- 
ately threw,  by  roads  passing  through  planta- 
tions, troops  on  the  river  bank.  I  have  the 
honor  to  report  that,  on  the  third  instant,  the 
Federal  transport  Huviile  was  badly  crippled 
by  Colonel  Hardeman's  regiment  and  the  rifle 
section  of  Semmes'  battery.  To-day  one  section 
attacked  the  flag-ship  Mouongahela.  The  work 
is  going  on  bravely.  While  General  Green  and 
Col  ionel  Major  were  marching  upon  Donaldson- 
ville, Major  Boone,  with  Waller's  battalion  and 
Pyron's  regiment,  pushed  on  to  Raceland,  and 
thence  to  the  Des  Allemands,  at  which  latter 
place  the  enemy  had  abandoned  a  piece  of  ar- 
tillery and  burned  the  railroad  bridge.  Major 
Boone,  with  his  usual  energy,  swam  some  of  his 
horses  and  pushed  on,  driving  the  enemy  from 
Boulton  station.  But  his  force  being  small,  he 
had  to  return  to  the  Des  Allemands. 

This,  Major,  covers  the  whole  field  of  opera- 
tions on  the  west  side  of  the  bay.  The  other 
part  of  the  operations,  under  the  accomplished 
and  gallant  soldier,  Colonel  Major,  will  be  found 
in  his  enclosed  report 

The  conduct  of  General  Green,  Colonel  Major, 
Major  Hunter,  and  the  officers  and  men  under 
them,  is  beyond  all  praise,  and  deserves  the 
thanks  of  the  country. 

I  beg  leave  to  tender  my  thanks  to  the  officers 
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of  my  staff  for  their  energy  and  faithful  per- 
formance of  all  the  arduous  duties  imposed  upon 
them — Major  Louis  Bush,  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General  ;  Lieutenant  A.  J.  Watt,  Aide-de-Camp ; 
Captain  A.  Schruber,  Ordnance  Officer;  Major 
R.  W.  Sanders,  Assistant  Quartermaster,  and 
Captain  M.  T.  Squires,  Chief  of  Artillery,  who 
were  with  me  all  the  time.  I  will  again,  in  this 
report,  particularly  mention  Private  Alfred  Fu- 
selin,  to  whose  indomitable  energy  and  devotion 
to  duty  I  owe  mostly  the  successful  collecting  of 
boats  for  Major  Hunter's  expedition.  • 

Accompanying  this  report  please  find  those 
of  General  Green,  Colonel  Major,  and  Major 
Hunter. 

I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Mouton. 
Brigadier-General,  commanding. 

Upon  the  foregoing  report  was  the  following 
endorsement : 

Hkadquabtibs  District  Whtbrh  Lousoava,  ) 
Thxbodrauxvillh,  July  0, 1863.  / 

The  zeal,  energy,*  and  ardor  manifested  by 
Brigadier-General  Mouton,  commanding  forces 
south  of  Red  River,  merit  the  highest  praise. 
The  conduct  of  Brigadier-General  Green  fully 
justified  the  high  expectations  which  I  had 
formed,  based  upon  the  previous  services  of 
this  officer  in  the  field,  under  my  own  obser- 
vations. 

R.  Taylor. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  MAJOR. 

Hkadquaxtkks  Smxotd  Gataut  Buoam,  ) 
Nkak  Napolrovyills,  Jane  80, 1863.  J 

Major  Lewis  Bush.  A.  A.  O.  : 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  operations  of  my  brigade 
since  June  tenth,  pursuant  to  orders  received 
from  your  headquarters,  dated  eighth  instant : 

I  left  Washington  on  the  tenth,  and  arrived 
at  Morgan's  Ferry,  on  the  Atchafalaya,  on  the 
eleventh.  I  was  detained  there  one  day,  in 
making  preparations  to  cross  the  river,  the  en- 
tire command,  owing  to  conflicting  orders,  not 
arriving  until  the  fourteenth,  and  on  the  fifteenth 
I  moved  for  Hermitage;  arrived  within  five 
miles  the  same  night,  found  the  bridge  burned 
across  Bayou  Seria,  halted  until  daylight,  then 
moved  on  Waterloo,  four  miles  above  Hermit- 
age. The  enemy  were  reinforced  from  Banks' 
army  at  Port  Hudson.  I  made  demonstrations 
of  an  attack  during  the  day ;  at  night  drove  in 
the  enemy's  pickets,  and,  under  cover  of  dark- 
ness, withdrew  my  force,  leaving  a  strong 
picket  force  in  the  rear,  and  moved  for  Grosse 
Tete. 

On  the  seventeenth,  went  down  Grosse  Tete 
to  Rosedale;  fed  horses  and  men.  At  dark 
started  for  Indian  village ;  arrived  at  two  a.  m., 
on  eighteenth.  Crossed  £hillipe'  regiment,  who 
made  a  dash  into  Plaquemine,  taking  eighty- 
seven  prisoners,  burning  three  fine  steamers, 


and  quartermaster's  stores,  destroyed  Federal 
plantations,  recaptured  over  one  thousand  ne- 

§roes,  stolen  by  Banks  from  planters  living  in 
t  Landry  and  Rapids  parishes;  found  them 
starving; ,  and  in  great  destitution ;  kept  the 
men  and  left  women  and  children.  Heard  that 
a  Federal  force  was  intrenched  in  strong  works 
at  Donaldsonville,  and  conceiving  that  if  I  took 
the  place,  it  would  be  at  a  great  sacrifice  of  life, 
and  unable  to  hold  it  against  the  gunboats,  and 
believing  I  could  operate  to  better  advantage 
on  the  river  below  in  cutting  off'  Banks'  supplies 
from  New  Orleans,  I  made  a  feint  on  the  fort, 
and  at  dark  sent  a  portion  of  Lane's  and  Phil- 
lips' regiments,  under  Colonel  Lane,  through 
the  swamp  direct  to  Thibodeaux,  with  instruc- 
tions to  take  the  place,  possession  of  the  rail- 
road, and  cut  the  telegraph  wires.  At  midnight 
I  withdrew  the  remaining  force,  and  moved  to 
Thibodeaux.  Found  that  the  cut-off  road  had 
been  blockaded  by  Federals,  and  pronounced 
entirely  impracticable  for  artillery.  Sent  a 
party  of  negroes,  with  a  guard,  under  Lieuten- 
ant West,  of  Semmes'  battery,  to  open  it,  and  by 
ten  o'clock  on  the  twentieth  passed  my  entire 
column  through  I  moved  on  to  the  Lafourche, 
striking  it  six  miles  below  Donaldsonville ;  hero 
made  another  feint  on  the  fort,  and  at  night 
moved  down  the  Lafourche.  At  Paincourtville 
received  a  despatch  from  Colonel  Lane,  stating 
he  had  captured  tho  town,  taking  one  hundred 
and  forty  prisoners  and  a  large  amount  of  stores, 
also  a  small  force  at  Terrebonne  station,  and 
that  there  was  a  force  in  a  strong  position,  with 
artillery,  at  Lafourche  crossing.  I  pushed  on 
and  arrived  at  Thibodeaux  at  3)£  p.  m.,  on  the 
twenty-first.  Pickets  reported  reinforcements 
from  New  Orleans,  during  the  ni^ht,  and  at  sun 
up  reported  the  enemy  advancing.  I  posted 
Pyron  s  regiment,  West's  battery,  ana  two 
nrmadrnnft  of  naval rv  on  t.ha  AA*t  hnnlr  nf  ihn  Ta. 


forced  to  retire  from  a  p< 
assault,  unequalled,  I  thii 
known  his  intention  to 
could  have  sent  him  si 
would  have  insured  suc< 
in  the  attack  was  two 
enemy's  force,  reported  t 
one  thousand. 

The  next  day,  twenty-i 
and  finding  it  impossibl 
tion,  and  not  hearing  am 
at  Berwick's  Bay,  knowir 
avenue  by  which  to  < 
Green's  brigade,  and  tha 
trenched  on  the  route  a 
Brashear  City,  that  their 
were  greater  than  mine, 
of  position,  and  in  com 
compelled  to  cut  my  way 
less  General  Green  cut  t< 
refrained  from  attacking 
the  enemy  at  Lafourche 
could  certainly  have  den 
temptation  was  great  to 
those  gallant  men  who  f 
I  then  gave  the  order  to  rr 
The  movement  began  at  u 
monstrations  of  a  night  ; 
heavy  fire  on  their  positi< 
withdrew  my  force  and  cc 
nine  p.  m.,  moving  all  nigl 
chahoula  station  just  t 
twenty-third,  and  at  the 
with  no  little  pleasure, 
Brashear. 

I  rested  my  command  t 
horses  and  men,  and  arriv 
4:20  p.  m.,  having  driven 
enemy  for  six  mdee,    I  at 
of  the  east  bank,  the  enc 

r»n  t.Vi  A  nnnnaita  Harrb-  1 
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party,  Trader  General  Green's  intrepid  scout, 
JicAnally,  being  the  only  force  of  their  com- 
mand near,  and  to  him  the  flags  were  delivered. 
The  colonel  (Federal),  however,  on  my  asking 
to  what  force  he  had  surrendered,  said  to  mine, 
supposing  it  to  be  a  portion  of  Mouton's,  who 
bad  made  a  previous  demand  for  surrender,  and 
seeing  Mc Anally  had  sent  to  him  a  white  flag. 
I  mention  this  merely  to  show  that,  although 
the  flags  were  delivered  to  others,  the  surrender 
was  in  fact  to  mv  force,  and  the  gallant  General 
Green  waived  tie  honor  of  the  capture  to  me. 
The  prisoners  here  captured  were  two  hundred 
and  seventy-five,  four  guns,  ammunition,  small 
arms,  commissary  and  quartermaster  stores,  and 
about  three  thousand  negroes.  Too  much 
praise  cannot  be  awarded  to  the  gallant  band 
■who  comprise  the  second  cavalry  brigade,  who, 
without  murmur,  shared  in  the  trials  and  hard- 
ships incident  to  so  extended  and  rapid  a  march 
through  country  occupied  by  the  enemy,  passing 
many  sleepless  nights  and  fasting  days,  subsist- 
ing through  the  entire  march  on  one  ration  per 
day,  and  averaging  but  three  hours  of  rest  in 
every  twenty-four.  To  the  citizens  on  the  route 
I  have  to  acknowledge  many  favorB,  who  gener- 
ously furnished  the  infantry  with  transportation, 
until  I  mounted  them  upon  animals  captured 
from  the  plantations  cultivated  by  the  Federal 
authorities.  This  command,  composed  of  in- 
fantry, artillery,  and  cavalry,  marc  hed  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-six  miles  in  four  days,  an 
average  of  forty-four  miles  per  day ;  it  moved 
in  an  orderly  manner,  never  depredating  on 
private  property,  and  bore  their  hardships 
without  a  murmur.  It  is,  however,  with  sorrow 
that  I  have  to  report  the  death  of  the  noble 
men  who  fell  in  the  charge  under  the  gallant 
Colonel  Pyron  at  Lafourche,  and  under  Colonel 
Phillips  at  Plaquemine,  of  which  casualties  I 
wiD  make  a  detailed  report  To  the  members 
of  my  staff,  Captains  Wade  and  Zacharie,  I  am 
indebted  for  a  hearty  co-operation  throughout 
the  trip.  Also  to  Lieutenant  West,  for  his 
efficiency  in  his  department  The  services  of 
Captain  Ratcliffe,  volunteer  aid,  were  invaluable, 
owing  to  bis  thorough  knowledge  of  the  country 
and  indefatigable  exertions.  Volunteer  aids, 
Major  McGomn  and  Captain  Duzenberry,  also 
rendered  me  great  service. 

I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
James  P.  Major, 
Colonel,  oommandtng  Second  Cavalry  Brigade. 

Upon  the  foregoing  report  was  the  following 
endorsement : 

fftuwpAW  Dsmr  Wmu  LotrtnAju, ) 
TtaaoDftAUXYiLu,  July  6, 1863.  J 

The  conduct  of  Colonel  Major,  during  the 
service  herein  mentioned,  has  been  above  all 
praise.  He  has  shown  energy,  industry,  and 
capacity  which  render  him  fit  for  any  command, 
and  I  respectfully  recommend  and  request  thai 
his  command  as  colonel  commanding  brigade 


may  be  made  permanent,  as  I  am  sure  the 
interests  of  the  service  and  the  country  will  be 
promoted  by  his  promotion. 

R.  Taylor, 

Major-General,  oommandiag. 
REPORT  OF  MAJOR  8HEROD  HUNTER, 

Bb>hwi*w  Gmr,  June  28,  ISO. 

Brigadier -General  A.  Mouton,  commanding 
South  Red  River  : 
Getoral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you 
the  result  of  the  expedition  placed  under  my 
command,  by  your  order,  June  twentieth,  1863. 
In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  embarked  my 
command,  three  hundred  and  twenty-five  strong, 
on  the  evening  of  the  twenty-second  June,  at 
the  mouth  of  Bayou  Teche,  in  forty-eight  skiffs 
and  flats,  collected  for  that  purpose.  Proceed- 
ing up  the  Atchafalaya  into  Grand  Lake,  f 
halted  and  muffled  oars,  and  again  struck,  and 
after  a  steady  pull  of  about  eight  hours,  reached 
the  shore  in  the  rear  of  Brashear  City.  Here, 
owing  to  the  swampy  nature  of  the  country, 
we  were  delayed  some  time  in  finding  a  landing 
place,  but  at  length  succeeded,  and  about  sun- 
rise commenced  to  disembark  my  troops,  the 
men  wading  out  in  the  water  from  two  to  three 
feet  deep  to  the  shore,  shoving  their  boats  into 
deep  water  as  they  left  them,  thus  cutting  off  all 
means  of  retreat ;  we  could  only  fight  and  win. 
We  were  again  delayed  here  a  short  time  in 
finding  a  road,  but  succeeded  at  length  in  find- 
ing a  trail  that  led  us  by  a  circuitous  route 
through  a  palmetto  swamp,  some  two  miles 
across,  through  which  I  could  only  move  in 
single  file.  About  half-past  five  we  reached 
open  ground  in  the  rear  of  a  fence,  in  full  view 
of  Brashear  City,  about  eight  hundred  yards 
distant 

I  here  halted  the  command,  and  after  resting 
a  few  minutes,  again  moved  on  under  cover  of 
a  skirt  of  timber,  until  within  four  hundred 
yards  of  the  enemy's  position,  where  I  formed 
my  men  in  order  of  battle.  Finding  myself  dis- 
covered by  the  enemy,  I  determined  to  charge 
at  once,  and  dividing  my  command  into  two 
columns,  ordered  the  left,  composed  of  Captains 
Clough  of  Green's  regiment,  McDade  of  Wal- 
ler's battalion,  Hamilton  of  Perud tree's  battal- 
ion, and  Blair  of  Second  Louisiana  cavalry,  to 
charge  the  fort  and  camp  below  and  to  the  left 
of  the  depot,  and  the  right,  composed  of  Cap- 
tains Price,  Carrington,  and  Boyce,all  of  Baylor's 
Texas  cavalry,  to  charge  the  fort  and  sugar- 
house,  above  and  on  the  right  of  the  depot, 
both  columns  to  concentrate  at  the  railroad 
buildings,  at  which  point  the  enemy  were 
posted  in  force  and  under  good  cover.  Each 
column  having  nearly  the  same  distance  to 
move,  would  arrive  simultaneously  at  the  point 
of  concentration. 

Everything  being  in  readiness,  the  command 
was  given,  and  the  troops  moved  on  with  a 
yell.  Being  in  full  view,  we  were  subjected  to 
a  heavy  fire  from  the  forts  above  and  below — 


side  rifles),  and  immense  quantities  of  quarter- 
master, commissary,  and  ordnance  stores.  Some 
two  thousand  negroes,  and  between  two  and 
three  hundred  wagons  and  carts.  I  cannot 
speak  too  highly  of  the  gallantry  and  good  con- 
duct of  the  officers  and  men  under  my  command. 
All  did  their  whole  duty  and  deserve  alike  equal 
credit  from  our  country,  for  our  glorious  and 
signal  victory. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

Sherod  Hunter, 
Major  Baykxr'a  Texas  Cavalry,  commanding  Mosquito  Fleet 

Upon  the  foregoing  report  was  the  following 
endorsement: 

Headquarters  District  Wormy  IjOUiFiAifA,  \ 
Tribodkacxtilue,  July  6, 1868.  j 

I  would  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the 
Lieutenant-General  commanding,  to  the  gallantry 
and  meritorious  services  of  Major  Bnnter  and 
the  officers  commanding  the  detachments  which 
composed  his  expedition,  and  earnestly  suggest 
that  they  may  be  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
Government  "  R.  Taylor, 

Major-General,  commanding. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER -GENERAL  GREEN. 

Headquarters  First  Cavalry  Remade,  ) 
Near  Paroo  or  ihr  Lapourchr,  June  30, 1863.  J 

Briaadier-Qenercd  Morton,  commanding : 

GFeneral  :  Early  in  this  month  I  was  ordered 
by  you  to  the  lower  Teche,  for  the  purpose  of 
reconnoitring  the  enemy  at  Brashear,  and  to 
collect  together  and  fit  up  light  boats,  pre- 
paratory to  making  a  descent  upon  the  enemy, 
if  practicable.  While  engaged  in  the  execution 
of  these  orders,  you  came  down  and  assumed 
command,  ordering  me  to  advance  toward  the 


opposite  shore  opened  or 
enemy  was  so  well  direc 
necessary  several  times  to 
our  guns  and  caissons, 
shore,  which  first  opened 
principal  fort  above  Brash 
of  that  fort,  was  brought  < 
my  position,  and  opened 
running  of  the  gunboat,  a 
heavy  gun  and  most  of  th< 
Buchanan,  left  the  waters  j 

S roach  of  Major  Hunter's  c 
otilla,  to  Tiger  Island. 
Major  Hunter,  who  had 
orders,  from  the  mouth  of  i 
night  of  the  twenty-second 
quito  fleet,  landed,  unpercei 
by  the  enemy,  above  their  ■ 
his  way  through  the  swamp 
on  the  morning  of  the  t\ 
the  enemy  in  his  rear,  whi 
him  in  front,  completely  sn 
him.  The  enemy  surrende 
the  town  of  Brashear,  to  i 
half-past  seven  o'clock  on 
twenty-third.  Major  Hun 
siBted  of  about  three  hund 
lor's,  the  Fifth  Texas,  ami 
and  Second  Xiouisiana  ca 
After  crossing  a  part  of 
ordered  to  pursue  the  ei 
During  the  evening  of  it 
quite  an  animated  skirmij 
Ramos,  where  he  had  burn 
and  publio  bridges,  and  w 
the  east  bank ;  but  finding 
him  with  a  part  of  my  co 
side  of  the  Boeuf,  he  hastily 
small  detachment  over  the  '. 
of  the  twenty-third,  and  ma 
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Doc.  68. 

THE  FIGHT  AT  ROGERS  VLLLE,  TENN. 

REPORT  OF  "MAJOR-GENERAL  SAM  JONES. 

EbusQrimn  toinmrW.  Vnaoru.  Am  E.  Tun—,  1 
Dublin,  December  11, 1863.  ) 

General  8.  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector-Gen- 
eral C.  8.  A.,  Richmond  : 

Gbneral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward,  with 
this,  the  reports  of  Major-General  R.  Ransom, 
Jr.,  and  his  subordinate  commandere,  of  the  at- 
tack on  the  enemy  near  Rogersville,  Tennessee, 
and  the  reports  of  Brigadier-General  John  Echols 
and  subordinate  commanders  of  the  battle  at 
Droop  Mountain,  in  Pocahontas  county,  Virginia. 
Both  of  these  affairs  occurred  on  the  same  day, 
Hie  sixth  ultimo. 

The  affair  at  Rogersville  was  a  complete  suc- 
cess, and  reflects  great  credit  on  the  officers  and 
men  concerned.  The  affair  at  Droop  Mountain 
was  by  no  means  so  disastrous  as  at  first  report- 
ed. Our  troops  seem  to  have  contended  gallant- 
ly against  vastly  superior  numbers,  and,  though 
driven  from  the  field,  the  artillery  and  trains 
were  brought  off  and  secured ;  and  the  enemy 
seems  to  have  been  so  severely  punished  as  to 
deter  him  from  pushing  on  and  following  up  the 
advantage  he  had  gained.  After  a  long  and 
fruitless  march  he  retreated,  having  suffered 
heavier  loss  than  he  inflicted.  I  was  in  Ten- 
nessee when  Brigadier-General  Echols  informed 
me  of  the  movement  of  the  enemy  through  Po- 
cahontas, and  I  reached  Dubliu  on  the  sixth 
ultimo,  about  the  hour  the  firing  commenced 
at  Droop  Mountain.  I  met  Brigadier-General 
Echols'  command  on  Salt  Pond  Mountain.  It 
was  promptly  supplied  with  the  necessary 
arms  and  clothing,  and  in  four  days  moved 
back  and  reoccupied  the  points  it  had  occu- 
pied before  the  engagement  of  the  sixth  ul- 
tima 

With  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Sam.  Jonb8, 
Major-Genaral,  commanding  Department. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  RANSOM. 

HauxiGAnM  Dhtjhot  &  W.  Vmanu.  ah>  EL  Tinmen  \ 
Gamp  mua  BiouxmLU,  Tunc. ,  Not.  14, 1803.  J 

Major  0.  8.  Stringfellow,  Assistant  Aayulant- 
General,  Dublin,  Va.: 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  reports 
of  Brigadier-General  Jones  and  Colonel  Giltner, 
relative  to  both  attacks  upon  the  enemy  at 
Rogersville.  General  Jones  has  supplied  copies 
of  my  letters  to  him,  and  they  accompany  his 
report  Colonel  Giituer's  report  was  sent  to 
General  Jones  for  endorsement  I  enclose  both 
the  note  of  my  adjutant-general  to  General 
Jones  and  his  reply  to  him.  Also,  my  letter  of 
instructions  to  Colonel  Giltner. 

I  regret  that  there  should  be  any  discrepancies 
in  the  two  reports,  but  I  am  satisfied  they  are 
not  irreconcilable.  It  was  intended  for  the  at- 
tacks by  both  brigades  to  be  independent,  but ! 


simultaneous,  and,  of  course,  when  the  two 
forces  came  together,  the  senior  officer  wan  to 
be  in  command  of  the  whole.  I  did  not  intend 
to  unite  the  brigades,  as  my  instructions  show. 
The  result  of  the  expedition  is  the  best  proof 
that  it  was  conducted  well,  and  I  am  unwilling 
to  create  or  sustain  bickering  or  jealousy,  when 
there  should  be  mutual  good  feeling.  General 
Jones  was  verbally  instructed  to  change  the 
point  of  crossing  the  river  if,  upon  fuller  infor- 
mation, it  should  become  advisable.  The  first 
report  pave,  as  captured,  eight  hundred  and 
fifty  prisoners,  four  pieces  of  artillery,  sixty 
wagons,  and  one  thousand  animals.  About 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-five  prisoners  ar- 
rived ;  the  artillery,  as  at  first  reported,  thirty- 
two  wagons  and  three  ambulances.  The  regi- 
mental colors  and  one  garrison  flag  are  in  my 
hands.  One  regimental  flag  was  captured,  but 
in  some  way  lost 

I  regret  that,  up  to  this  time,  I  have  been  un- 
able to  have  accounted  for  more  than  about, 
three  hundred  animals,  all  toloV  I  much  fear 
they  have  been  appropriated  by  the  men,  and 
have  been  sent  off  and  sold.  There  is  no  other 
reasonable  conclusion. 

The  affair  was  a  decided  success,  and  I  have 
thanked  the  officers  and  soldiers  engaged  in  it 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  Ransom,  Jr., 

Brigadier-General. 
REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  W.  E.  JONES. 

HKADQtUKTOB  JOXV  BUBIDB,) 

Near  Carto's  Station,  Tsnrnm,  y 
November  IS,  1863.  j 

Major  T.  Rowland,  A.  A.  G.,  District  &  TP. 
Va.  and  East  Tennessee  : 
Major  :  In  accordance  with  enclosed  instruc- 
tions from  headquarters,  district  of  south-west- 
ern Virginia  and  East  Tennessee,  my  command 
rendezvoused  at  Bauckman's  Ford  on  the  fourth 
instant  On  inquiry,  finding  if  it  crossed  here 
there  would  be  danger  of  alarming  the  enemy, 
I  deemed  it  best  to  cross  near  Spurgeon's  mill, 
and  camped  for  the  night  a  few  miles  below. 
Moving  early  next  morning,  the  command  halted 
at  Easly's,  on  Horse  Creek,  five  miles  from 
Kingsport,  and  fed  the  horses.  From  this  point 
I  communicated,with  Colonel  Giltner,  near  noon, 
my  intention  to  execute  the  original  plan  of 
attack.  Arriving  seventeen  miles  from  Rogers 
ville,  on  the  Beach  Creek  road,  near  dark,  we 
halted  to  feed  and  cook  rations.  Here  it  was 
ascertained  the  road  leading  to  Smith's  and 
Dodson's  Fords  ran  within  six  miles  of  the 
camps  of  the  enemy.  It  was  also  ascertained 
both  fords  were  difficult  and  dangerous,  and 
the  night  was  dark  and  rainy.  To  reach  the 
point  assigned  me  by  the  hour  designated,  re 

Suired  me  to  cross  the  Holston  before  daylight 
>y  intricate  mountain  paths,  exacting  the  ut 
most  care  on  the  part  of  all,  we  reached  Long's 
!  shoals,  twelve  miles  above  Rogersville,  and 
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crossed  in  safety.  Reaching  the  old  stage  road, 
nothing  could  be  heard  of  Colonel  Giltner's  com- 
mand, but  I  determined  to  tarn  the  position  of 
the  enemy  at  the  mouth  of  Big  C/eek,  by  way 
of  the  Garter's  Valley  road,  my  or  tirade  crossing 
the  old  stage  road  for  this  purpose.  Soon  a 
messenger  overtook  me  with  tidings  of  Colonel 
Giltner,  also  reporting  about  one  hundred  Fed- 
eral Tennessee  nome  guards  at  Kincael's.  Push- 
ing ahead  part  of  the  Eighth  Virginia  cavalry 
to  surround  and  capture  this  force,  they  en- 
countered near  where  the  home  guards  were 
expected  a  scout  of  fifty  men  from  the  Second 
Tennessee  Federal  regiment  The  attack  was 
made  with  such  vigor  that  but  seventeen  men 
of  this  force  escaped  this  onset 

Moving  on  briskly  to  the  junction  of  the 
roads,  the  Eighth  regiment  turned  east  on  the 
old  stage  road,  and  took  position  on  the  first 
eminence.  As  it  was  now  long  after  Colonel 
Giltner  should  have  made  his  attack,  and  no 
^engagement  could  be  heard,  I  felt  assured  the 
enemy  must  have  made  his  escape,  but  moved 
the  Eighth  across  the  river  road  from  Big  Creek 
to  Dodson's  Ford,  in  hopes  of  intercepting  fugi- 
tives. The  men  of  the  Twenty-seventh  battalion 
Virginia  cavalry,  under  Captain  J.  B.  Thompson, 
were  ordered  to  charge  into  Rogersville,  and  in 
so  doing  captured  upwards  of  one  hundred 
prisoners  and  some  army  supplies.  For  the 
same  reason  the  Eighth  was  ordered  to  the 
river  road.  Colonel  Witcher  was  ordered  with 
his  own  and  the  Thirty-seventh  battalion  of 
Virginia  cavalry  to  Smith's  Ford.  The  Thirty- 
sixth  battalion  Virginia  cavalry  was  held  in 
reserve  near  town,  and  the  Twenty-first  regi- 
ment Virginia  cavalry  in  the  position  first  held 
by  the  Eighth  regiment  The  Twenty-seventh 
battalion  Virginia  cavalry  was  ordered,  after  the 
captures  in  Rogersville,  by  the  railroad  to  the 
river.  After  these  dispositions  had  been  made, 
a  party  of  fifty-five  home  guards  (Federals)  at- 
tacked the  town  from  the  west,  but  were  easily 
dispersed  by  a  small  party  under  Lieutenant  W. 
M.  Hopkins,  A.  D.  C. 

After  all  the  prisoners  had  been  collected  and 
marched  out  east  of  the  town,  the  wagons 
loaded,  hitched  to,  and  driven  to  the  forks  of 
the  main  roads,  was  heard  the  first  firing  in  the 
direction  of  Big  Creek.  The  Twenty-first  regi- 
ment was  immediately  ordered  up  the  old  stage 
road,  with  directions  to  be  guided  by  the  firing 
and  to  join  in  the  battle.  The  Thirty-sixth 
battalion  was  ordered  up  from  town,  and  all  the 
other  commands  were  recalled  in  haste.  The 
old  stage  road  being  open,  the  Twenty-first 
having  moved  across  towards  the  river,  a  party 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  of  the  enemy 
attempted  to  escape  towards  Rogersville,  but 
were  intercepted  and  all  captured  by  the  timely 
arrival  of  Witcher's,  Claiborne's,  and  Smithrs 
commands. 

By  this  time  firing  had  ceased  in  front,  and  I 
felt  assured  of  the  surrender  of  the  enemy,  as 
proved  to  be  the  case.  Two  hundred  and 
ninety-four  prisoners  were  taken  by  my  brigade 


acting  alone.  The  Eighth  Virginia  tt 
wagons  and  teams,  seven  of  which  1 
cured.  The  remainder  of  the  comna 
three  wagons  and  two  ambulances,  all  < 
were  secured. 

From  Colonel  Cornea'  report,  it  will 
the  roads  west  of  the  position  of  tt 
were  held  by  the  Eighth  Virginia  cai 
a  large  part  of  the  five  hundred  ami 
prisoners  taken'  here  were  taken  by  tb 
and  sent  in  charge  of  an  officer  to  Col 
ner.  Had  Colonel  Giltner  made  a  pr 
bold  attack  that  would  have  disco i 
position  of  the  enemy  before  my  dii 
were  made  under  the  impression  of  hi 
abandoned  his  position,  it  is  belie' 
would  have  escaped.  The  unaccounta 
doubtless  has  proved  very  detriment 
interests. 

To  Captain  McKinney,  of  General 
staff;  to  Mr.  W.  H.  Watterson,  clei 
brigade  quartermaster  ;  and  to  Mr.  Pfa 
other  guides,  my  thanks  are  especial! 
their  activity,  energy,  and  judgment 
occasion.  To  Lieutenant  W.  M.  Hr> 
my  personal  staff,  I  am  under  great  oh 
for  the  efficient  discharge  of  his  official 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant 
W.  E.  Jo 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  GILXNXB. 

HMApqgAMMM  Ssoa*z>  Catalkt  Bkkudk,  ii 
KnovoBT,  Tu-iun,  November  16 

Mafor  T.  Rowland,  A.  A.  G.  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  folk 
port  of  the  operations  of  the  troops  u 
command  during  the  recent  expedition 
enemy's  lines : 

Iu  obedience  to  orders  from  district  hi 
ters,  I  moved  out  of  Kingsport  at  six 
the  fifth  instant.  You  are  already  formal: 
the  general  order  containing  the  differe 
of  the  command,  and  their  order  oi  mai 
whole  force  did  not  exceed  twelve  hon 
the  return  of  my  Adjutant-General  for  1 
exhibits.  Such  was  the  secrecy  with  w 
movement  was  conducted  that  not  only 
zeiiB,  but  the  officers,  had  no  idea  of 
temptation  until  it  had  progressed  co 
bly  towards  its  execution.  Some  delay  < 
in  crossing  the  river,  on  account  of  the  c 
of  the  night,  and  the  difficult  passage 
horses  and  artillery  over  a  bad  tar<L  . 
however,  soon  in  order,  and  the  marcs 
ued  in  a  odd,  nhiUmg  rain,  without  fa 
stade  until  we  were  unexpectedly  halts 
passage  of  Brigadier-General Jones' 
across  ouv  road  to  the  Carter's  Valley  n 
our  right  I  did  not  aee  General  Js 
learned  from  bis  staff  officer  *W  thi 
in  the  original  plan  waa  rendered  nset 
the  impracticability  of  the  road  to,  aa 
the  river,  at  the  ford  ha  proposed  ai 
cross. 
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As  soon  as  General  Jones'  brigade  had  crossed 
I  moved  on  slowly,  intending  to  halt  a  short 
thne  at  Snrguinsville,  in  order  to  give  General 
Jones  time  to  reach  the  enemy's  flank  and  rear, 
before  attacking  him  in  front  But  just  as  my  ad- 
vance reached  Surguirisville,  it  was  fired  upon 
by  a  scouting  party  of  the  enemy  which  had 
reached  there  that  morning  (now  four  and  a  half 
o'clock  a.  m.),  as  I  afterwards  learned.  I  com- 
municated this  fact  to  General  Jones.  The  en- 
emy, about  .thirty  in  number,  retired  precipi- 
tately on  being  pressed  by  a  squadron  of  the 
First  Tennessee,  which  constituted  my  advance. 
On  arriving  within  two  miles  of  Big  Greek, 
where  the  enemy  were  understood  to  be  en- 
camped, we  came  upon  a  body  of  the  enemy  in 
a  strong  position,  and,  though  not  discovering 
more  than  twenty-five  or  thirty,  furnished  rea- 
son for  the  suspicion  of  a  larger  force  masked 
behind  the  ridge  and  under  cover  of  dense 
pine  thickets.  Some  time  was  consumed  in  re- 
vealing their  intention  and  force,  by  throwing 
forward  flanking  and  skirmishing  parties,  before 
which  they  again  retired.  We  moved  forward 
without  delay,  and  on  approaching  1V£  Creek 
discovered  that  the  enemy  were  in  the  act  of 
crossing  at  Russell's  Ford.  Colonel  Carter  (First 
Tennessee)  was  sent  at  double-quick  to  cut 
them  off,  wliioh  he  did  in  most  gallant  style. 
Being  cut  off  from  the  ford,  the  enemy  took  a 
strong  position  on  the  opposite  side  of  Big 
Creek,  where  they  had  been  encamped.  Leav- 
ing one  section  of  Phillips'  battery,  supported 
by  three  companies  of  the  Second  East  Tennes- 
see mounted  infantry  at  Russell  House,  three 
hundred  yards  in  front  of  their  position,  and  on 
this  side  of  Big  Creek,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Trim- 
ble (Tenth  Kentucky)  and  Major  Parker  (Fourth 
Kentucky)  were  brought  forward  and  dis- 
mounted in  five  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  this 
section,  and  moved  up.  The  men  all  went  for- 
ward with  the  greatest  enthusiasm,  making  no 
bait  for  balls,  shells,  or  bullets.  Colonel  Carter, 
after  intercepting  their  retreat  by  the  ford, 
turned  upon  these  two  guns,  and,  advancing  by 
a  shorter  route,  was  the  first  to  reach  them,  cap- 
turing, at  the  same  time,  a  large  numberof  wag- 
ons, which  had  moved  out  to  cross  the  river. 
Without  halting  a  simultaneous  advance  was 
made  by  the  three  regiments  (Tenth  Kentucky, 
First  Tennessee,  and  Fourth  Kentucky)  across 
Big  Creek  (which,  though  deep  and  rapid, 
proved  no  obstacle)  and  up  the  hill,  on  which 
was  posted  their  other  section  of  artillery,  sup- 
ported by  their  main  force. 

At  this  time,  Captain  Lowry's  battery  (de- 
tained by  difficult  roads)  arrived  upon  the  field, 
and  engaged  the  battery  of  the  enemy,  deliver- 
ing its  fire  most  effectually.  Immediately  on 
crossing  the  creek  our  forces  encountered  the 
enemy  in  a  chosen  position,  where,  after  an 
hour's  sharp  conflict,  they  succeeded  in  captur- 
ing the  other  section  of  Phillips'  battery  and 
about  four  hundred  and  fifty  (460)  of  the  enemy. 
The  remainder  endeavored  to  effect  their  es- 
cape by  precipitate  flight  Here  I  ordered  for- 


ward Major  Clark,  Sixteenth  Georgia,  and  Col 
onel  Slemp,  Sixty-fourth  Virginia,  whom  I  had 
held  in  reserve,  mounted,  and  sent  them  at 
double-quick  to  pursue  and  overhaul  the  fugi- 
tives, wnich  was  done  in  the  most  praiseworthy 
manner,  the  Sixteenth  Georgia  following  them 
across  the  river,  and  the  Sixty-fourth  to  Kogers- 
ville.  A  party  of  these  endeavoring  to  escape 
by  a  lower  ford,  was  met  by  the  Eighth  Virginia, 
of  General  Jones'  command,  and  most  of  them 
captured.  In  all  about  five  hundred  and  fifty 
prisoners  were  -taken  by  the  forces  under  my 
command,  four  brass  six-pounder  James  guns 
(Company  M,  Second  Illinois  light  artillery),  some 
thirty  wagons  loaded  with  all  manner  of  quar- 
termaster and  commissary,  medical,  and  ord- 
nance stores,  together  with  all  their  camp  and 
garrison  equipage,  the  horses  and  arms  of  the 
prisoners,  all  the  papers  appertaining  to  the 
Adjutant-General's  department,  containing  most 
valuable  information,  etc.,  etc.,  etc. 

As  already  mentioned,  our  forces  did  not  ex- 
ceed twelve  hundred,  of  which  not  more  than 
six  hundred  were  engaged  actively.  The  forces 
of  the  enemy  (commanded  by  Colonel  Israel 
Garrard,  Seventh  Ohio  cavalry)  consisted  of 
Second  East  Tennessee  mounted  infantry,  about 
full;  Seventh  Ohio  cavalry,  five  hundred  and 
eighty  strong,  and  Phillips'  battery,  all  compos- 
ing half  of  Colonel  James  P.  T.  Carter's  brigade 
(Third  brigade  cavalry,  Fourth  division,  Twenty- 
third  army  corpB).  Colonel  Garrard,  command- 
ing, escaped  with  the  first  who  crossed  the  river. 
One  Major,  several  Captains,  and  one  acting  Ad- 
jutant-General, were  among  the  prisoners.  Our 
loss  will  not  exceed  ten  killed  and  wounded. 
The  enemy's  about  twenty-five  or  thirty.  Seven 
wounded  were  paroled  and  left  in  charge  of  a 
Surgeon. 

Every  exertion  was  used  to  secure  all  the 
captures,  and  the  artillery  and  about  thirty 
wagons  were  brought  off  safely,  but  owing  to  a 
want  of  harness  for  the  teams,  two  caissons 
and  some  twenty  wagons  were  disabled  and 
abandoned. 

It  was  my  intention  to  retire  to  where  I  oould 
find  a  good  position  and  obtain  forage,  and  re- 
main until  everything  valuable  was  secured  and 
sent  to  the  rear  But  General  Jones  coming  up, 
ordered  me  to  fall  back  that  night  beyond  the 
river,  which  was  accomplished  by  mne  a.  m. 
the  next  morning. 

Two  stands  of  colors  captured  by  the  Fourth 
Kentucky  cavalry,  were  sent  up  this  morning. 
One  captured  by  the  Tenth  Kentucky,  was  de- 
livered to  you  by  Brigadier-General  Jones,  and 
another  taken  by  the  First  Tennessee,  was  after- 
wards stolen  from  the  regimental  wagon. 

No  discrimination  can  be  made  in  the  gallan- 
try of  troops,  where  every  corps  commanded 
the  admiration  of  its  officers,  ana  the  gratitude 
of  their  country.  Their  soldierly  bearing  in  the 
presence  of  the  enemy,  furnishes  a  just  cause 
for  pride,  and  receives  the  unqualified  approba- 
tion of  their  commander.  Those  actively  en- 
gaged, and  those  held  in  check,  manifested  alike 
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an  equal  willingness,  even  anxiety,  to  discharge 
their  full  duty  as  soldiers,  even  the  most  danger- 
ous. Any  discrimination  among  individuals 
would  l>e  invidious,  and  no  one  is  slighted 
when  it  is  asserted  that  all  (with  a  trifling  ex- 
ception) may  remember  their  actions  that  day 
with  a  just  pride. 

I  am  especially  indebted  to  Colonel  Heiskell, 
volunteer  aid,  Captain  Flusser,  acting  aid,  and 
Captain  Guerrant,  A.  A.  G.,  for  invaluable  ser- 
vices on  the  field,  and  throughout  the  expedi- 
tion. 

I  am,  most  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  8.  Giltxek, 
Colonel,  commanding  Brigade. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  COMES. 

HsAMVMjnna  Booth  Virginia  Catalrt,  ) 
November  18, 1863.  J 

Brigadier-  General  W.  E.  Jones, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Brigade  : 
General  :  At  your  request,  I  make  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Eighth 
Virginia  cavalry  at  Rogers ville,  on  the  sixth 
instant  After  a  forced  march  of  twenty-four 
hours,  my  regiment  arrived  at  and  crossed  the 
Holston  River,  uear  Rogers  ville.  At  this  point 
I  was  ordered  across  the  country,  on  a  by  road, 
to  the  Carter's  Valley  road,  at  a  point  some 
eight  miles  above  the  town,  and  there  await  the 
arrival  of  Colonel  Giltner.  I  had  not  waited 
but  a  few  minutes,  when  I  was  informed  by 
you  that  Colonel  Giltner  was  moving  on  the 
road  between  me  and  the  river.  At  wis  junc- 
ture, being  informed  by  vou  that  there  was  a 
company  of  cavalry  on  picket,  some  four  miles 
in  advance  of  me,  I  threw  forward  Company  E, 
of  this  regiment,  with  instructions,  when  they 
arrived  at  the  enemy's  pickets,  to  charge  down 
upon  them,  and  not  to  permit  any  of  them  to 
reach  Rogersville.  to  give  the  alarm.  This 
order  was  carried  out  to  the  letter,  not  one  of 
the  enemy  being  permitted  to  enter  the  town; 
Company  E,  led  by  Captain  H.  C.  Everett,  hav- 
ing captured  some  forty  of  them,  dispersed  the 
remainder  of  them  in  the  woods.  Meeting  with 
no  further  obstruction,  my  command  was  moved, 
by  your  direction,  immediately  in  rear  of  the 
enemy,  on  a  road  leading  to  a  ferry  below 
Rogersville.  Whilst  moving  my  command 
through  the  woods  (the  undergrowth  is  very 
dense  at  this  point),  I  found  myself  within 
twenty  yards  of  the  wagon  train  of  the  enemy, 
which  had  been  sent  to  the  rear — their  pickets 
being  already  driven  in  from  the  front  by  Colonel 
Giltner.  Finding  the  enemy's  wagon  train 
about  to  move,  I  ordered  my  command  to  charge 
the  guard,  composed  of  about  seventy-five  or 
eighty  men,  which  they  did,  capturing  the 
whole  of  the  wagon  train  and  nearly  all  of  the 
guard. 

I  then  immediately  moved  on  with  my  regi- 
ment, and  soon  found  myself  closely  engaged 
with  the  main  force  of  the  enemy.  I  immedi- 
ately posted  my  command  behind  a  fence  and 


on  a  wooded  hill-side,  in  easy  ran^e  c; 
enemy's  camp,  where  we  remained,  uade 
heavy  fire,  about  fifteen  minutes.  Tnt  «  = 
were  about  to  charge  my  position  when  0 » 
Giltner  commenced  the  action  in  fruM.*"; 
appeared  to  disconcert  the  enemy  so  much  i 
although  they  made  an  effort,  in  cotwJv: 
force,  to  dislodge  me,  they  were  quii;£i} 
pulsed,  and  driven  back  on  their  formrr ": 
tion.  Colonel  Giltner  attacking  vigor  •uaU 
this  time,  the  enemy  threw  down  their  s 
and  fled  in  every  direction.  Large.  Tinmlr: 
them  surrendered  on  the  field,  others  i 
captured  in  squads  through  the  neighbor!! 
A  few  of  them,  however,  made  their  re 
across  the  river- 

My  command  succeeded  in  capturing,  in 
affair,  upwards  of  three  hundred  prisoner*, 
wagons  and  teams,  loaded  with  quarterns? 
stores,  seven  of  which  we  succeeded  in  i: 
ing  with  us.  We  also  captured  a  large  mia 
of  small  arms,  saddles,  and  alxmt  ninety  h: 
and  mules,  in  addition  to  the  mules  tha:  i 
attached  to  the  wagons.  The  commas! 
moved,  Is/  your  direction,  on  the  Carter'*  V* 
Road  creek  to  Bio  tint  ville,  where  we  mi 
safely,  on  the  eighth  instant,  bringing  with 
besides  captured  property  above  meur.-r 
some  eight  hundred  prisoners.  Our  ]■:* 
this  affair  is  one  killed,  and  two  or  three tli^t 
wounded. 

I  am,  General,  with  the  highest  respect 
Your  obedient  servant. 

J.  M.  Comes. 

Colonel  Eighth  Virgins  ca-ai" 
MAJOR  ROWLAND  TO  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  J'JNE 

BJUDQUAnn  Dsmor  S.  W.  Vnonu  axd  E.  Tehoh 
Near  BbouHTriLU,  Tfinr.,  November  12,  ItC 

Brigadier-  General  W.  E.  Jones,  comm^hdi 
etc : 

General:  The  Major-General  comma:-; 
directs  me  to  enclose  the  report  of  CoLim-l 
ner  for  your  endorsement,  inasmuch  as  ±k  v 
brigades  were  united  in  the  latter  par:  ■■? ' 
affair  of  the  sixth  instant  He  request?  *J 
you  forward  your  report  of  the  same  aflair 
soon  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
T.  Rowulxd. 

A  AS 

GENERAL  JONEB  TO  MAJOR  ROW  LAKH. 

HxABQCAKrns  Jons'  Bnux. 
November  IS.  1« 

Major  T.  Bowland,  A.  A.  G.,  District  S.W. 
and  K  Tenn.: 
Major  :  In  reply  to  yours,  enclosing  a  i*y 
of  Colonel  Giltner,  relative  to  the  attack  on 
enemy  near  Rogersville,  the  sixth  instant,  1 
say,  if  by  endorsement  you  wish  me  to  cod! 
his  statements,  such  is  not  in  my  power, 
report  will  show  you  the  a&ir  appears  tn 
in  a  different  light  from  what  it  does  to  Cok 
Giltner.  As  the  report  is  not  addressed  to 
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and  is  not  sent  through  me,  I  presume  it  was 
not  intended  I  should  correct  errors  in  it  I 
was  under  the  impression  I  commanded  in  this 
affair,  and  the  statement  of  Mr.  Watterson  will 
show  Colonel  Oiltner  was  of  the  same  opinion 
before  the  fight 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  E.  Jons, 

Brigadier-General. 
ORDERS  OF  GENERAL  RANSOM. 

HBADQUAsrata  Dmnov,  \ 
Gamp  mbab  Blouhtvillb,  November  t,  1868.  J 

Brigadier-General  John  S.  Williams,  command- 
ing Cavalry  Brigade : 
General :  It  is  represented  that  there  is  at 
Rogersville  a  bodv  of  two  or  three  regiments  of 
Hie  enemy,  and  it  is  desired  to  capture  that 
force.  You  will  drop  down  the  river  with  your 
brigade,  having  pickets  at  the  fords,  cross  the 
north  fork  of  Holston,  and  attack  at  Rogersville 
at  daylight  on  the  morning  of  Friday,  the  sixth 
instant  Brigadier-General  W.  £.  Jones  will 
proceed  by  the  Horse  Creek  and  Beach  Creek 
Valley  roads  and  attack  simultaneously  with 
vou.  Your  march,  after  setting  across  the 
North  Fork,  should  be  rapid,  and  in  the  night 
You  can  go  a  few  miles  below  Kingsport,  so  as 
to  reach  Rogersville  easily  in  the  night  of 
Thursday  and  make  the  attack  as  directed.  No 
wagons,  except  for  ammunition,  will  be  taken. 
You  can  carry  the  battery  now  with  you  if  you 
desire  it  Have  prepared  enough  cooked  ra- 
tions for  the  movement  After  executing  the 
movement  and  the  attack,  you  will  return  rapidly 
to  your  present  position.  Concert  between  you 
and  Brigadier-General  Jones  will  be  necessary. 
General  Jones  has  been  directed,  after  the  at- 
tack, to  return  to  his  present  position. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
R.  Ramsom, 
Major -General. 

Copy  of  endorsement  on  the  above  letter : 

HKADQUAKrou  DwiBOT  8.  W.  Vimkiu  and  E.  TMncram, ) 
Blountvillc,  Tkkhkssb,  November  4,  1868.  f 

Brigadier-General  John  8.  Williams  having 
been  relieved  of  his  command,  and  Colonel  Gilt- 
ner  assigned  to  the  command  of  his  brigade, 
the  latter  officer  will  execute  the  order  herein 
conveyed. 

R.  Ransom,  Jr., 

Major-General. 

Headqcaxibm  Dmnmr,  \ 
Gamp  hbab  Blototolli,  November  8, 1868.  J 

Brigadier-General  W.  K  Jones,  commanding 
Cavalry  Brigade : 
General  :  It  is  represented  that  there  is  at 
Rogersville  a  force  of  two  or  three  regiments  of 
the  enemy,  and  it  is  desired  to  capture  that 
force.  You  will  please  collect  your  brigade, 
throwing  a  force  in  the  direction  of  Jonesboro1, 
and  with  the  greater  part  proceed  to  Rogers- 


ville by  a  route  leading  up  Horse  Creek  and 
down  Beach  Creek  Valleys,  across  the  Holston  at 
one  of  the  fords  near  Rogersville,  and  attack  at 
daylight  on  Friday  moniing,  the  sixth  instant 
You  will  cover  the  roads'  leading  to  your  rear 
by  small  pickets,  so  as  to  convey  information 
both  to  yourself  and  to  the  infantry  on  the  north 
side  of  the  Holston,  east  of  Kingsport  Briga- 
dier-General Williams,  commanding  cavalry  bri- 
gade, will  move,  by  way  of  Kingsport,  across  the 
North  Fork  of  Holston,  and  join  in  the  attack  at 
the  same  time  as  yourself.  After  starting  di- 
rectly for  Rogersville,  rapidity  wUl  be  required 
both  in  the  execution  of  the  march  and  attack, 
and  in  your  return  to  your  present  position.  I 
need  hardly  caution  you  as  to  your  left  flank. 
The  force  sent  towards  Jonesboro*  should  cover 
it,  as  well  as  check  a  direct  advance  in  that  di- 
rection. You  will  have  enough  cooked  rations 
prepared,  and  take  nothing  eke,  except  ammu- 
nition. No  wagons  except  for  ammunition,  will 
taken.  I  leave  it  to  your  discretion  to  take  the 
battery  of  artillery  now  with  you  or  not,  as  you 
may  deem  it  beet  If  not  carried,  have  it  prop- 
erly posted,  so  as  to  do  good  service,  if  needed, 
and  not  to  be  subject  to  capture. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  Ransox, 
MaJof-GenenO. 

GENERAL  RANSOM  TO  GENERAL  JONES. 

Hbadqcakxsm  Dmaoir,  1 
Nkab  Rlocmtoli*,  Tknr.,  November  8, 1868.  J 

Brigadier-General  W.  E.  Jones,  commanding 
Cavalry  Brigade : 
General:  I  enclose  a  letter  of  instructions 
and  a  map  for  your  guidance.  I  find  the  Hone 
Creek  Valley  too  much  to  your  right  You 
must  take  the  most  direct  road,  or  the  one  you 
think  best  Dodson's  Ford  is  representee  to 
me  as  the  best  I  will  send  to  you  Captain 
McKinney,  of  General  Jackson's  staff,  who 
knows  the  country  thoroughly  about  Roeers- 
ville.  It  looks  as  though  it  would  rain,  and  we 
may  be  prevented  from  making  the  movement 
Williams  will  be  relieved  to-morrow,  and  I  shall 
have  to  send  the  letter  of  instructions  to  Colonel 
Giltner. 

You  had  best  have  the  battery  come  to  this 
side  of  the  Holston,  and  let  me  know  where  you 
have  it 

I  shall  move  up  towards  the  junction  of  the 
two  rivers  to-morrow,  on  the  Jonesboro'  road. 

It  may  rain  and  cause  the  river  to  rise  after 
you  get  to  Rogersville.  In  that  event  you  may 
make  your  way  out  by  Kingsport 

Reports  from  Kingsport  and  Rogersville  rep- 
resent the  enemy  camped  on  Big  Creek,  four 
miles  above  Rogersville. 

Give  directions  so  that  your  wagons  may  not 
get  into  any  difficulty. 

If  you  can  do  so,  it  would  be  well  for  you  to 
come  here  to-night 

•        •         *        •        *        *  • 

Giltner  will  have  orders  to  attack  at  the  same 
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hour  you  do,  that  is,  at  daylight  on  Friday  morn- 
ing. "Neither  should  wait  for  the  other,  as  both 
have  the  same  orders. 

Yours  truly, 

R.  Ransom, 

Major-General. 

STATEMENT  OF  W.  H.  WATTERSON. 

HiADQUAXTUfl  Jovn'  Cavalbt  Bbkudr.  Q.  M.  D  epa  inn  est.  \ 

November  18, 1863.  J 

Being  called  upon  by  Brigadier-General  W. 
E.  Jones  to  give  a  statcmeut  of  my  connection 
with  the  affair  at  Big  Creek,  Hawkins  county, 
Tennessee,  I  most  respectfully  submit  the  fol- 
lowing : 

I  was  left  by  General  Jones  at  the  house  of 
Mr.  William  Lyons,  where  the  road  from  Low- 
ry's  Ford  crosses  the  old  stage  road,  in  order  to 
see  that  the  brigade  under  his  (General  Jones') 
command  took  tne  right  road,  when  I  saw  that 
Colonel  Giltner  a  column  had  arrived.  I  went 
to  the  head  of  it,  and,  while  there,  understood 
from  him  that  he  was  going  to  halt  his  brigade 
at  Surguinsville  until  ne  heard  from  General 
Jones. 

This  was  concluded  upon,  I  supposed,  since 
General  Jones  had  crossed  the  river,  at  least 
fourteen  miles  from  and  above  the  ford  at  which 
it  was  intended  when  the  expedition  begun,  and 
to  have  an  understanding  as  to  the  plan  of  at- 
tack. 

When  the  rear  of  Jones*  brigade  had  passed 
the  crossing  of  the  roads,  I  hastened  on  to  inform 
General  Jones  of  Colonel  Giltner's  intention. 
I  overtook  General  Jones  about  three  miles 
from  where  he  came  into  Garter's  Valley  road, 
going  very  rapidly,  at  the  head  of  his  column. 
When  I  told  him  that  Colonel  Gilmer  was  await- 
ing at  Surguinsville  to  hear  from  him,  he  seemed 
surprised,  and  ordered  me  to  go  immediately 
an<^  tell  Colonel  Giltner  to  move  on  and  attack 
the  enemy  in  front 


I  started  back  to  the  first  crow-r^].  . 
got  about  one  ami  a  half  miles,  win-  =  i 
courier  from  Colonel  Giltner,  who  aaij  - 
whole  brigade  had  passed  down  tb-r 
road  in  a  great  hurry,  having  routed  ?  Y 
pickets  at  SurguiiiBville.    I  tbru  hi;rr.»-. : 
low  on  after  General  Jones,  and  had  • 
Carter's  Valley  road  to  within  fiv- 
Rogers ville,  when  I  learned  that  C  i  :. 
had  not  gone  on  down  further  thaii 
ler's,  eight  miles  east  of  RogersviuV.  1 1:., 
ately  about-faced  and  went  back  t<- 
leading  from  the  Carter's  Valley  r*d  :! 
stage  road,  comiiis  out  at  Mr.  C.  C.  M 
where  Colonel  Giltner  was  undent"-!: 
When  I  turned  back  I  was  about  i>>  j 
from  C.  C.  Miller's  (or  Yellow  Store).  L-ut 
I  got  there  all  of  the  brigade  under  Gilt:., 
passed  along,  except  the  artillery  (L«iw<  r> 
tery)  and  the  rear  guard.    I  went  or  a;r- 
onel  Giltner,  passing  about  half  of  hi*  ■:■ 
(the  rear  half)  in  motion,  and  overtook 
a  few  hundred  yards  east  of  Mr.  J. 'In,- j 
six  mileB  east  of  Rogers  ville.  l\»lu!.tK 
was,  at  the  time,  with  a  portion  of  tw 
uieB  of  Colonel  Carter's  First  Tennessee  ci 
together  with  Major  Goforth  and  (V»iL.: 
kerson,  in  a  field  on  the  right  liand 
road.   The  squadron  was  made  the  comm.. 
Major  Goforth,  so  I  soon  after  learned.  I 
ered  General  Jones*  orders  to  Colonel  tir. 
attack  as  soon  as  possible.  The  squa-Jr  1 
Goforth  went  on  the  right  to  fiauk  i.u 
ment  of  the  main  column  in  its  adv.-.ii.t 
tack  the  enemy,  who  were  uuder*t-  ; 
about  a  mile  distant,  on  an  elevut.  . 
woods  to  the  left  of  the  road.   1  th::.k 
tack  was  made  about  nine  a.  m.,  nearl 
minutes  after  I  delivered  General  J-»l-> 
to  Colonel  Giltner. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  son  :■■ 
W.  H.  WAnn.. 
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Baldwin,  0.  G.,  Gen.  See  Pember- 
ton's report,                  Doc.  662 
Baldwin,  Brbcob  G. ,  Lieut. -Col. ,  re- 
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Chanceltorsvllle.  Doc.  810 
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Doc  117 
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of,  Doc  616 
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Bayou  Boeuf,  La.,  fight  at,       Doc  764 
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battle  of  Stone  River,  Doc  610 
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of  Baton  Rouge,  Doc  714 

notioed,  Doc  701 
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Bryce's  Cross-Roads,  battle  of.  Doc  728 
BucxRER,  Jobs  A.,  Capt.,  at  Vicks- 

burg,  Doc.  700 

report  of  the  battle  of  Baton 
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Buckley,  Hrrry  S.,  report  of  the 

fight  with  the  "  Albemarle" 
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Btrrly,  D.  C,  Ueat.,  noticed,  Doc  717 
Byrum,  Tom.  Capt..  report  of  the 
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Rouge,  Doc  719 

Cedars,  ,  Private  of  West  Fele- 
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Cbatmjln,  JosrSL,  Lieut,  bc& 

mentioned. 
Charleston,  &  C,  report*  ^ 
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battle  of  Chickanmofa. 
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Dbhla,  Jambs,  Brig. -Gen.,  death  or, 

Doc  872 

Dxvxm,  Chablsh, Gen.  See  battle  of 

Five  Forks, Vs.,  Doc  866 

Dswrrr.  W.  H.,  killed,  Doc.  216 

Dibmll,  G.  G. .  Col.,  report  of  an  ex- 
pedition into  East  Tennessee, 

Doc  620 

Dicxsox, John  S.,  Capt.  .noticed, Doc  718 
Disabled  Soldiers,  bill  to  facilitate 
the  discharge   ot   from  tbe 
army.  Doc.  40 

Dixon,  J.  K.,  Lieut,  noticed,    Doc  683 
Dobbins,  Arch.  S.,  CoL,  report  of 
operations  at  the  battle  of  Hele- 
na, Doc.  610 
Dobt,  A.  E.,  Lieut.,  noticed,      Doc  147 
Doles,  G euros,  Brig. -On.,  report  of 
the  battle  of  GhanceUorsviUe, 

Doc.  279 

Donald,  G.  L.,  Capt,  noticed,  Doc  160 
Donaldson,  Samukl,  Lieut.  Set  Fort 

Pillow,  Doc.  726 

Donaldson ville.  La.,  fight  at,  Doc  753 
Donnbll,  D.  lL,  Col.,  16th  Tenn., 

noticed,  Doc.  437 

Doss,  W.  L.,  Major.  See  Oofleevillo, 

Miss.  Doc.  660 

Douglas,  Hbsry  Km  Capt.,  uoticod, 

Doc.  278 

Dbaks1  Jamb H.,  CoL,  Doc  318 

Du  Boa,  —  ,  CoL  See  Iuka,  Doc.  788 
Duks,  John,  Capt.,  Doc  276 

Duncan,  J.  K.,  Brig. -Gen.,  report  of 
the  capture  of  Forts  Jackson 
and  St.  Philip,  La.  Doc  666 

DuNCAJi,W.  P.,  Commissary,  noticed, 

Doc.  668 

Dunham,  A.,  Lieut.,  Doc  488 

Dunham,  Robbst  T.,  Gapt,  report  on 

smuggling,  Doc  246 

Dupiere's  Zona  vac  at  the  battle  of 

Corinth.  Doc  642 

DtJFBBMOJre,   ,  Lieut,  at  Baton 

Rouge,  Doc  716 

Duval,  &  T.,  Major,  noticed,  Doc  606 
DiMD,  W.  M.,  Lieut,  noticed, 

Doc  119 

Drxa, Gusza vus  A.,  noticed,     Doc  699 


Early,  J.  A.,  Brig. -Gen.,  report  of 
the  battle  of  Fredericksburg, 
Vs.,  Doc  109 

report  of  the  battle  of  Chancellors- 
ville,  Doc  967 

Early,  ,  Gen.,  report  of  opera- 
tions at  Rappahannock  Bridge, 

Doc  740 

East  Tennessee,  official  reports,  Ste- 
venson's Expedition  into,  Doc.  618 

Echols,  William  H. ,  MaJ.,  report  of 
the  defence  of  Charleston,  Doc  688 

Ector,  M.  D.,  Gen.,  noticed,      Doc.  690 

Edmtndson,  Jamss  R..  I*ieut-Col., 
report  of  the  battle  of  Freder- 
icksburg, Vs..  Doc.  166 

Edwards,  J.,  Col.,  report  of  the 
battle  at  Baton  Rouge,       Doc  70* 

Edwards,  O.  E.,  CoL,  noticed,    Doc  806 

Edwards'  Depot,  Miss.,  battle  of, 
fought    See  Vicksburg,  Doc. 

664,  689 

Eldkk,  ,  MaJ. ,  noticed.      Doc  293 

Eldrjdoe,  J.  W.,  MaJ.,  noticed,  Doc  881 
Ellbx,  Chablks,  Gen.,  his  Marine  bri- 
gade at  the  siege  of  Vicksburg, 

691 

Ellht,  Thomas  E.,  Lieut,  Doc  718 
Elliott,  Lkonidas,  Capt.,  Doc  691 
Elliott,  Stephen,  Jb.,  MaJ.,  report  of 

the  defence  of  Charleston,  Doc  666 
Ellis,  0.  8.,  Private,  noticed,  Doc  804 
Ellis,  Powhatan,  Capt,  noticed, 

Doo.  661 

Elus,  William  E.,  Lieut.,  noticed, 

Doc  688 

Estop's  Battery,  at  Chickamanga, 

Doc  828 

Evans,  C.  A.,  Col.,  noticed.  Doc 

110,  196 

Evarts,  William  M.,  noticed,  Doc  788 
Evkrrt'b  Battery,  at  Chickamauga, 

Doc  414 

Ewkll.B.S.,CoL  See  Siege  of  VickB- 
•    burg,  Doc  661 

Letter  of,  in  reference  to  the  move- 
ments of  Gen.  Johnston  at  the 
time  of  the  siege  of  Vicksburg, 

Doc  694 

noticed,  Doc  686,  6S6 

Ewkll,  R.  S.,  Gen.,  report  of  the 
operations  at  Rappahannock 
Bridge,  Doc.  740.  746 


Fagan,  J.  F.,  Gen.,  report  of  the 
battle  of  Helena,  Doc  608 

See  Helena,  Ark.,  Doc  696 

Fain,  ,  Lieut. -Col.  6th  Ga.,  Doc  406 

Falconer,  Kjnlock,  Capt. ,  Doc  646 
Fall,  R  F.,  Major,  noticed,  Doc.  606 
Farmlngtou,  Tenn.,  account  of  the 

fight  at.  See  Chickamauga,  Doo.  886 
Farrrul,  W.  B.f  Capt ,  Doc  177 

Farrox,  J.,  Lieut,  noticed,      Doc.  278 
Fauntlrbot,  T.  K.,  Capt.,        Due  717 
Fmathkrbtox,  C.  H. ,  Capt.,       Doc .  117 
Futrrbston.  W.  J.,  Brig. -Gen.,  re- 
port of  the  battle  of  Fredericks- 
burg, Vs.,  Doc  116 
at  Baker's  Creek,               Doc  666 
asm,  John  C ,  Com.,  report  of  the 
fight  with  the  Albemarle,  Doc  SIT 
_    J),  R  R. ,  CoL,  noticed,       Doc  488 
Fifth  Army  Corp,  account  of  the 
operations  of  the,  at  the  battle  of 
Five  Forks,  Va.,  and  the  battle 
and  movements  preliminary  to 
It,  by  Gen.  G.  K.  Warren,  Doc  847 
—  Horace  N.,  at  Stone  River, 

Doc  480 

Five  Forks,  Va.,  Gen.  G.  K.  War- 
ren's account  of  the  battle  of, 

Doc  846,867 
s,  Jobs  C,  CoL,  reports  of  the 
battle  of  Fredericksburg.  Va,, 

Dos.  144 

Fletcher,   .  Capt,  18th  Ark., 

gallantry  of,  Doo,  869 


Port  Jackson,  La.,  official  reports  of 
the  capture  of,  Doe.  666 

troops  in,  mutiny  Doe.  678 

official  correspondence  relative  to 
operatioiis  at,  Doe.  676 

Fort  Johnson,  operations  of  the  bat- 
teries at,  during  the  attack  on 
Charleston,  8.  C,  April,  1868, 

Doo.  684 

Fort  Moultrie,  Charleston  Harbor. 
See  Col  William  Butler's  report. 

Doc.  626 

Fort  Pillow,  offlclHl  memoranda  in 
reference  to  the  massacre  at, 

Doc.  794,  726 

Fort  Reltcr,  Ark.,  accounts  of  the 
attack  ou.  See  Helena,      Doc.  600 

Fort  St.  Philip,  official  reports  of  the 
capture  of,  Doc  666 

Fort  Sumter,  table  of  effects  of  pro- 
jectiles on  walls  of.  during  the 
stuck  or  April,  1964,         Doc  682 

Fort  Wagner,  S.  C,  official  reports 
of  the  attack  on,  Doc  638 

Foster,  A jj oh  P.,  Lieut.  See  Nanso- 
mond  River,  Doc.  243 

Fosnm,  Pkrion,  Capt.,  noticed,  Doc  140 

Fouls,  H.  L, ,  I 'apt.,  noticed.      Doc  881 

Fowler,  H.  W.,  Lieut,  noticed,  Doc.  683 

FRavkux,  W.  B.,  lioJ.-Oen.,  reply  to 
the  Committee  of  Congress  on 
the  conduct  of  the  War,     Doc  150 

FttOKRTCK,  A.  D..  Col.,  report  of  the 
action  of  April  7, 1868,  at  Char- 
leston.S.  C,  Doc  634 

Itedcricksburg,  Va.,  Rebel  reports 
of  the  battle  or,  Doc.  88 

list  of  casualties  in  the  First  Army 

Corps,  iu  the  battle  of,       Doc.  00 
casualties  in  tho  Second  Army 

Corps,  Doc  06 

maps  of  tho  battle  of,   Docs.  161,  167 
reply  of  MaJ.-G*n.  W.  B.  Franklin 
to  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  the  conduct  of  the  War,  Doc.  150 

Fttnus,  Pat.,  bravery  of,       Doc  816 

Fames,  Ciiarlxs  A..  Lieut. ,  report  of 
the  fight  with  the  "  Albemarle," 

Doc  221 

Fulsbesoe,  A.,  Lieut.-OoL,  68d  Ten- 
nessee, Doc  441 
Fulkusos,  S.  C,  Brig.-Oen.,  Doc.  657 
Fuuro*,JoBX  8j,Col.,  report  of  the 
battle  of  Cnickatnauga, 

Doc  460,  416 

Fuqua.  J.  O..  Col.,  noticed.      Doc  703 


Gmsojr,  R.  L..  Ool.,  report  of  the 
battle  of  Chickamauga,      Doc  472 

Gillmore,  Q.  A.,  Gen.  See  Charles- 
ton/ Doc  186 

Oniaam,  Jakes  T.,  Ospt.,  killed, 

Doc.  443 

Qhutx,  ,  Ospt.,  6th  Ky.,  at  Ba- 
ton Rouge,  Doc.  706 

Gilmer,  Harbt,  Major,  noticed, 

Docs.  812,  316 

Gilksr,  J.  N. ,  Lieut,  noticed,    Doc  442 

GiLnran,  H.  a,  CoL.  report  of  tho 
fight  at  Rogers ville,  Tenn.,  Doc  768 

Gxeault,   ,  GoL,  A.  A.  Gen., 

noticed.  Doc  711 

Gar,  S  R.,  Brig. -Gen.,  report  of  the 
battle  of  Chickamauga,      Doc  417 
noticed,  Doc.  590 

Glahsell,  W.  Lieut.  See  Defence 
of  Charleston,  a  C,  Doc  636 

Godwei,  A.  C. ,  CoL ,  Doc.  108 

Goiso,  J.  A.,  private,  noticed,  Doc  663 

( ;  i  >oi>wnr,  E. ,  Lieut.  -Col ,  Report  of 
the  battle  of  Baton  Rouge,  Doc  718 
noticed,  Doc  713,  718 

(Joodrich,  Samuel,  bravery  of,  Doc.  333 

Goolab,  Erwpt,  bravery  of,  noticed, 

Doc.  647 

Gordon,  A.M.,  Major,  death  of,  Doc  303 
Gorooe ,  G.  H.,  Gen.,  Report  of  the 
capture  of  the  steamer  Colum- 
bine, Doc.  200,  203 
Gordon's  Mill,  Tenn. ,  fight  at,   Doc.  827 
Gov  ah,  A.  R.,  Capt.,  Report  of  the 
battle  of  Fredericksburg,  Va, 

Doc  148 

report  of  the  battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga, Doc  466 
Gbaoe,  A. ,  Brig. -Gen.,  Report  of  the 
battle  of  Chickamauga.       Doc.  441 

Graoe,  ,  Lieut. ,  at  Vicksburg, 

Doc  710 

Granger,  Gordov,  Gen.,  noticed, 

Doo.  886 

Gkatt,  Ultsseb  S.,  Gen.,  thanks  of 
Congress  to,  with  order  for  a 
medal,  Doc  61 

See  battle  of  Five  Forks,  Va., 
See  Pemberton's  report  of  vicks- 
burg, Doc.  676 
See  Corinth.                      Doc.  634 
noticed,                     Doc.  680,  588 
Graves,  a  W.,  Ospt.,  noticed,  Doc  117 
Graves,  R.  E.,  referred  to.       Doc.  886 
Grees  ,  C.  G. ,  Capt.,  noticed,      Doc.  270 
Greer.  Martin  E..Bri«.-Gen„  at  the 


Hall,  J.  ML,  Co 
tie  of  Chai 
Hallbobt,  H-  W. 


HAimaoit,  n.  £ 
battle  of  G 
report  of  the 
burg,  Va 
Haedxtox,  Will 
Haxcs,  W.  W., 
HAMsnea,  A.  T., 
Hanking- jn's  F< 
See  Fember 
HAjntAX,  J.  A..  < 
Hasskir,  A.  J.,'] 
Haxsor,  K,  W 
battle  of  Ha 
Haro,  J.  S.,  Maj 
Ha  rose,  Gen.,  i 
Hardob.  Jakes 

Habmar,  W.  EL, 
Kernstown, 
Harmkluo,  — 

HlBinED,  FRajte 

Rouge, 
Harper's  Ferry 

lea  P.  Kin 

the, 

Habbod,  R  If. . : 
Hakkw,  D.  a, 

mends  the « 

Island, 
Report  of  the 

ton,S.  G, 
Harris,  K.  T. ,  Li 
Harris,   

Troops.  8a 
Hart,  a  R.T  Ma 
Hanavillo,  Teru 

reports  t*f  t 
Hartwrll,  C,  L 
Harvey,  Jakes. 

.  the  Souther: 
Harwell,  J.  T. , 

HA0KBLL,  A.  M., 

Haskell,  Alexa: 
Hatcher,  a  A. 

manga, 
Hatchie  Bridge 

official  repc 

Hatha waT,  Wbl 
"HaAteracL''  de* 
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n,  W.  B. ,  Geo. ,  report  of  opera- 
tions in  Tennessee  Valley,  Doc,  616 

er,  Paul  0. ,  Brig. -Gen.  See  Pem- 
berton'g  report,  Doc.  671 

See  Corinth,  Doc  88? 

Helena,  Ark.,  official  Southern  re 

porta  of  the  battle  of,        Doc.  694 
Helm,  B.  H.,  Brig. -Gen.,         Doc.  872 
noticed,  Docs.  008,  710 

Hnn,  H.,  Brlg.-Gen.,  report  of  the 
battle  of  ChancelloraTiUe,  Doc.  208 
report  of  the  battle  of  Bristoe 

Station,  Doc.  618 

noticed.  Doc.  003 

Biwnr,  James  W.,  Major,  report  of 
the  battle  of  Hartsvllle,  Tenn., 

Doc.  681 

Bnom,  Edward,  Col.,  at  Vlckaburg 
attacks  the  gunboats,        Doc  676 
commands  Confederate  forces  in 
Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip, 

Doc.  670 
report  of  the  attack  on  Fort  Jack-' 

son,  La.,  Doc.  681 

supplemental  report  of  ,  Doc  682 
noticed,  Doc.  667 

Hrtj>,  A.  P.,  Major-Gen.,  report  of 
the -tattle  of  Fredericksburg, 
Va.,  Doc  106 

report  of  the  battle  of  Chancel- 

lorsville,  Va  ,  Doc.  260 

report  of  the  battle  of  Bristoe 
Station,  Doc  612 

7  D.  H. ,  Maj.-Gen. ,  report  of  the 
attle  of  Fredericksburg,    Doc  104 
wdCAN.  T.  C.,  Gen.,  report  of  the 

battle  of  Chickamauga,      Doc  888 
AST,  J.  If.,  Engineer,  report  of  the 
light  with  tho  "Albemarle," 

Doc.  210 

Hocsmoni,  N.  C,  Capt.,       Doc.  480 
Hoke,  R.  F.,  Col.,  report  of  the  bat- 
tle of  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  Doc.  128 
Holbbook,  J.G.F.,  Surgeon.  See  Iuka, 

Doc.  738 

Holmes,  C.  R.,  Capt.,  noticed,  Doc  147 
Holmes,  Thomas  H..  Gen.,  report  of 

the  battle  of  Helena,  Ark.,  Doc  604 
Holt,  H.  C. ,  Lieut. ,  noticed,  Doc  703 
Holt,  J.  H. ,  Lieut. -CoL,  Doc.  441 

Holtzglaw,  J.  T..  Col.,  Doc.  442 

Hooker,  Joseph,  Maj.-Gen.  thanked 

by  Congress.  Doc.  68 

Hood,  J.  B., Maj.-Gen..  report  of  the 

battle  of  Fredericksburg.    Doc  108 
assumes  command  of  the  Army  of 

Tennessee,  Doc  686 

Hooi,  B,  M.,  Adjt-Gen.,  noticed, 

Doc.  720 

Howard,    Ouvbb    O.,  Maj.-Gen., 

thanked  by  Congress,  Doc  68 
Hows,  Frank  E.,  CoL,  report  of  the 

New  England  Relief  Ass' ion,  Doc  784 
Howell,  John  R,  CoL,  noticed,  Doc  606 
Hubbard,  G.  C,  A.  A.  A.  G.,  Doc  718 
Hubbard,  J.  G,  Lieut,  noticed,  Doc  713 
Huosr,  Thomas  B.,  Lieut.,  Doc.  682 
noticed,  Docs.  676,  677 

at  the  attack  on  Forts  Jackson 
and  St.  Philip,  Doc  670 

Hcorr,  W.  E.,  Lieut.,  noticed,  Doc  426 
Humphries,  BenJ.  G.,  OoL,  report  of 
the  battle  of  Fredericksburg, 
Va.,  Doc  188 

report  of  the  battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga, Doc  440 
Hungsrpord,  John  W.,  Capt,    Doc  816 
Hunt,  J.  M.,  Lieut.  Doc.  410 
Hunt,  Thomas  H.,  CoL.  report  of  the 
battle  of  Hartavilie,  Tenn.,  Doc  680 
at  the  battle  of  Baton  Rouge,  Doc  600 
wounded  at  Baton  Rouge.     Doc  704 
Hunter,  David,  MaJorOen.  ,his  order 
addressed  to  the  secessionists  or 
West  Virginia,  Doc.  172 
Hunter,  R.  W.,  Adit.,  noticed,  Doc.  166 
Hunter,  8.  E.,  OoL,  report  of  the 

battle  of  Baton  Rouge,       Doc  716 
Hunter,  SHxrrod,  Major,  report  of 
operations  in  Lower  Louisiana^ 


Hurlbut,  a  A.,  Gen.,  at  Vlckaburg, 

Doc.  676 

Sas  Black  Flag,  Doc  722 

Hurst,  D.  W.,  OoL.  bravery  of,  at 

Corinth,  Doc  646 

Hurst,  Fxelddiq,  OoL  See  Black  Flag, 

Doc  726 


Illinois  volunteers.  See  Stone  River. 

Indians.  Gen.  Sibley's  report  of 
operations  against  the,  Docs.  228, 247 

Ingram  John,  Major,  noticed,    Doc  888 

Iron-dads.  Reports  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the,  at  Charleston ,  &  C. 

Doc  188 

Ibwdt,  Richard  B. ,  Gapt. ,  noticed, 

Doc  246 

Iuka,  Tenn.  ,Gen~  Grants  report  of  the 
fight  at,  Doc.  780 

Iverson.  Alfred.  Brig-Gen.,  report 
of  the  battle  of  Chancellors ville, 

Ives,  8.  S.,  Capt. ,  noticed,  Doc  718 
I  vet,  Edward,  Lieut. -CoL,  noticed, 

Doc  644 


Jackson,  J.  K..  Brlg.-Gen.  Report 
of  the  battle  of  Chickamauga, 

Doc  480 

Jackson,  T.  J.  (Stonewall) ,  Gen.,  re- 
port of  the  battle  of  Fredericks- 
burg, Va.,  Doc  02 
list  of  prisoners  captured  at  Fred- 
ricksburg,  by  the  troops  of, 

Doc.  162 

map  showing  the  position  of  the 
troops  of,  at  the  battle  of  Fred- 
ericksburg, Va, ,  Doc.  167 

report  of  the  battle  of  Kerns  town, 

Doc.  657 

receives  his  death  wound,      Doc.  266 
Jackson,  W.  H.,  Gen.  See  Johnston's 
report.  Doc.  500 

report  or  the  battle  of  Corinth, 

Doc.  653 

Jambs  Gillian,  courier,  noticed,  Doc.  304 

Jambs,  L.  L.,  Aid.  Statement  of,  in 
reference  to  the  surrender  of 
New  Orleans,  Doc.  666 

James'  River,  Va.  Reports  of  an 

expedition  up  the.  Doc.  280 

Jeffries'  Battery  at  Chickamauga, 

Doc.  402 

Jetton,  J.  W.,  Lieut.,  noticed,  Doc.  888 
Jetton,  Wess. ,  Capt , at  Baton  Rouge, 

Doc.  716 

Johnston,  Harris  J.,  Lieut.,  noticed, 

Doc.  402 

Johnston,  Joseph  E,  Gen.  report  of 
the  siege  of  Vlckaburg.     Doc  587 
relieved  of  the  command  of  the 

army  of  Tennessee,  Doc.  686 

report  of  the  operations  of  the 

Army  of  Tennessee,  Doc.  686 

report  of  his  operations  in  Missis- 
sippi, Vicksburg,  etc.,       Doc.  587 
orders  the  evacuation  of  Vicks- 
burg, Docs.  572,  680 
causes  of  his  removal,  Doc.  600 
See  Pemberton's  report  of  Vicks- 
burg, Doc.  670 
Johnston,  J.  W.,  Capt.,  honorably 

mentioned,  Doc  487 

Johnston,  R.  D.,  Lieut  .-OoL ,  noticed , 

Doc.  288 

Johnson,  a  H,  private,  noticed, 

Doc  144 

Johnson,  Ed.  ,  Gen-  report  of  the  bat- 
tle of  Onanceliorsville.       Doc  270 
Johnson,  B.  R.,  Gen.,  report  of  the 

battle  of  Chickamauga,     Doc  407 
Johnson,  R.  W.,  Gen.,  report  of  the 
battle  of  Btone  River,        Doc  400 
totlced,  Doc  470 

Jour,  J.  J.,  Lieut -CoL,  noticed, 

•  Doc  442 


Jons?,  Bush,  OoL  68th  Alabama,  Doc  448 
Jones,  Charles,  Lieut. -CoL,  Doc.  703 
Jonbb,  F.  B.,  CoL,  noticed,  Doc  668 
Jones,  Gborob  C,  noticed,  Doe.  442 
Jones,  H.  E.,  Oapt,  Doc  442 

Jones,  J.  R.,  Brig. -Gen.,  report  of 
the  battle  of  Fredericksburg, 
Va.,  Doe:  182 

Jonbb,  S. ,  Capt ,  noticed ,  Doc  681 
Jones,  Sam,  Maj.-Gen. ,  report  of  the 

fight  at  RogersviUe,  Tenn.,  Doc  717 
Jonbb,  W.  a,  Lieut,  noticed,    Doc  688 
Jones,  W.  K.  Brlg.-Gen.,  report  of 
the  fight  at  Rogersvlile, Tenn.,  Doc. 767 

Jordan,   ,  Lieut  28th  Alabama, 

Doc  424 

Josseltn,  Francis.  Act-Master,  re- 
ports of  the  fight  with  the  •'Albe- 
marle," Doe.  221 

Jotnsr,   ,  Major,  wounded  at 

Chickamauga,  'Doc  448 

Jugr,  R.  F.,  Lieut -CoL,  heroism  of. 

Doc  448 

Jununs,  G.  G.,  Lieut,  noticed,  Doc  668 


Kavanaoh,  Daniel  M.,  Doe.  §00 

Kjeble,  R.H.,  Col.  28d Tenn.,    Doc  416 
Knot,  Lawrence  M.,  CoL,  report  of 
the  part  taken  by  the  Sullivan's 
Island  batteries  In  the  defence  of 
Charleston,  S.  C,  Doc  626 

report  or  the  evacuation  of  Morris 
Island,  Doc.  §48 

Kellst,  John,  Private,  noticed.  Doc  817 
Kelleysville,  Va.,  Southern  official 

reports  of  the  battle  of,      Doc  812 
Kbit,  J.  H,  OoL,  report  of  the  bat- 
tle of  Chickamauga,  Doc  474 
Kknnedt,  Bbvubt,  Lieut,       Doc  681 
Kennedy.  John  D.,  CoL,  report  of  the 
battle  of  Fredericksburg,  Va., 

Doc  126 

Kbnnbtt,  John,  OoL,  report  of  the 
battle  of  Stone  River,       Doc  480 

Kentucky,  bill  to  authorise  a  volun- 
teer force  for  the  defence  of.  Doc  41 

Kentucky  Volunteers.  See  Stone 
River. 

Kerns  town,  Va,,  Gen.  T.  J.  (Stone- 
wall) Jackson's  report  of  the 
battle  of,  Doc  667 

Kershaw,  J.  B.,  Brig. -Gen.,  report 
of  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg. 
Va.,  Doc  117 

List  of  killed  and  wounded  kt 

brigade  of.  Doc.  119 

Report  of  the  battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga, Doc  460 
Key,  S.  X,  Lieut,  noticed,      Doc  428 

Kkts,  ,  CoL  118th  N.  Y.,    Doc  243 

KiNDERSON,  , Capt, noticed,  Doc  708 

Kino,  John,  MaJ.,  noticed,       Doc.  661 
Kino,  J.  P.,  CoL,  report  of  the  bat- 
tle of  Helena,  Doc  60S 
Kino,  M.  P.,  Capt,  at  Chickamauga, 

Doc.  418  • 

Kino,  W.  H.,  Capt,  noticed      Doc.  480 
Kingsbury,  Chasleb  P.,  Capt.,  his 
History  of  Harper's  Ferry  Ar- 
mory, Doc  820 
KiRKLAifD,  T.  T..  Lieut.,  noticed, 

Doc  128 

Knight,  W.  N.,  Lieut,  at  Chicka- 
mauga, Doc  444 
Keats,  ,  Dr.,  noticed,       Doc  886 


Lake,  Jambs  BL,  Lieut,  noticed,  Doe.  416 
Lake,  Ralph,  E.,  killed,  Doc.  216 

Lamon,  J.  H.,  Capt,  notloed,  Doc  668 
Lamost.  Gborob  D..  reference  to, 

Dos.  848 

Lands'  Battery,  at  the  battle  of 

Baker's  Creek,  Miss.,  Doc  666 
Landry.  Prosper,  Lieut,  notice  i, 

Doe! 141 


REBELLION  RECORD: 
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Labs,  Jambs  H. ,  Brig.-Gen. .  report  of 
the  battle  of  Fredericksburg, 
V*  Doc.  180 

report  of  the  battle  of  ChanoeUore- 
ville.  Doc  277 

Lm,  J.  Roarebb,  Pr  Irate,  Doc  278 
Lass,  Oscab,  Lieut.,  Doc  131 

Lano,  D.,  Capt.,  report  of  the  battle 

of  Fredericksburg,  Va.,     Doc.  141 
Lanbsobb,  A.  R.,  Lieot.  CoL,    Doc  442 
Latham,  — -.Senator,  noticed,  Doc.  1 
Irfrpra,  j.  w.,  Capt.,  report  of  the 
battle  of  Fredericksburg,  Va., 

Doc.  158 

Iaubbedals,  Josh  A.,  MaJ.,  Doc  881 
Lacxan,  Jacob  G.,  Brig.-Gen.  See 

Ioka,  Doc  788 

Law,  E.  M.f  Brig.-Gen.,  report  of 
the  battle  of  Fredericksburg, 
Va.,  Doc  122 

Lawtoe,  £.  P. ,  Capt. ,  notloe  of,  Doc  110 
Lee,  E.  F.,  Capt.,  Due  439 

Lee.  Fit*.,  Brig.-Gen.,  report  of  the 
battle  of  Kelleysville,        Doc  818 
AeBristoe  Station,  Doc  612 

Lee,  Heeht  B. ,  A.  D.  C.  Doc  726 

Lee,  J.  Phtlups,  Com.  U.  8.  N.  See 

Vicksbnrg,  Doc.  700 

Lee,  Bobsst  EL,  Gen. .  report  of  the 
battle  of  ChanccllortTille,  Va, 

Due  268 
report  of  operations  at  Rappahan- 
nock Bridge,  Va.,  Doc  738 
noticed,  Doc  63 
Lee,  a  D.,  Gen.,  at  the  siege  of  Vicks- 
bnrg,                          Doc  674 
See  Black  Flag.                  Doc  721 
Lee,  &  P.,  Admiral,  reports  of  the 
fight  with  the  Albemarle, 

Doc  218,  217,  228 
report  of  an  expedition  up  the 
Nansemond  and  James  Rivers, 
Va,  Doc  230 

Lbs,  W.  H.  F.,  Brig.-Gen.,  report  of 
the  battle  of  Chancellors  ville, 

Doc  278 
report  of  the  battle  of  Kellers- 
Tille,  Vs.,  Doc  815 

Lemhost,  Robert,  "  a  brave  boy," 

Doc.  888 

Lewis,  Charmer  D.,  Surgeon,  report 
of  casualties  at  Fort  St.  Philip, 
La.,  Doc  684 

noticed.  Doc  674 

Lewis,  J.  H.,  CoL,  report  of  the  bat- 
tle of  Chickamauga,  Doc  470 

Lewis,  J.  R.  C,  Major,  noticed,  Doc.  138 

Lewb,  J.  W.,  Capt.,  report  of  the 
battle  of  Fredericksburg,  Va, 

Doc.  148 

Libby  Prison,  scenes  In  the,  Doc  197 
Lieutenant-Gcaeral  in  tho  army  of 

the  United  States,  bill  reviving 

the  grade  or,  Doc  64 

Ltodell,  John  R. ,  Gen.,  report  of  the 

battle  of  Chickamauga,  Doc  896 
Lincoln,  Abraham,  Executive  Order, 

establishing  a  Provisional  Court 

in  Louisiana,  Doc.  842 

Ldrbbodm.  A.,  Dr.,  noticed,  Doc.  888 
"Little  Ada,' 5  reports  of  the  attack 

on  the,  Doc  237 

Little  Cbow,  Indian  Chief,  his  letter 

to  Gen.  Sibley,  Doc  247 

Ltms,  Cbablbs,  Surgeon,  Doc  237 
Lloyd,  Jobb  W. ,  bravery  of.  Doc  226 
Looebxt,   ,  Major,  See  Siege  of 

Vlcksburg,  Doc  661 

noticed,  Doc  671 

Locus,  J.  L.,  Col.,  at  Port  Hudson, 

Doc  692 

Lobobtbeet,  Jambs,  Gen.,  report  of 
the  battle  of  Fredericksburg, 
y»  Doc  88 

report  of  the  battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga, .  Doc  878 
LOBOBBAW.  William,  Jb.,  Burgeon, 
See  Nansemond  River,  Va_ 

Doc  948 

Loanro,  W.  W.,  Gen.  See  Siege  of 
Vioksburg,  Doc  662 


LocoBxnr,  ,  Sergeant  81st  Ala- 
bama, wounded  at  Baton  Rouge, 

Doc  705 
Louisiana,  History  of  the  Provisional 
Court  of,  by  Judge  C.  A.  Pea- 
body,  Doc  841 
operations  in,  Gen.  E.  K.  Smith's 
report.                         Doc.  748 
Love,  in  Winchester,  Va         Doc.  196 
Lovkll,  Mansfield,  Gee   Order  for 
the  destruction  of  Cotton,   Doc  245 
&e  Corinth.                     Doc  685 
report  of  the  battles  of  Corinth 

and  Hatcbie,  Doc  640 

at  toe  battle  of  OofleevUle,  Miss., 

Doc.  660 
reports  of  the  mil  of  New  Orleans, 

Doc  661 

noticed.  Doc.  696 

Lowrt,  M.  P. ,  Col. ,  noticed,      Doc.  430 
Lucsjs, Jambs  B. ,  Surgeon,       Doc.  442 
Lube,  W.  H.,  Lieut. -Col.,  report  of 
the  battle  of  Fredericksburg, 
Vc ,  Doc  147 

Lton.  Natbanael,  Brig-Gen.,  resolu- 
tion of  Congress  expressive  of 
recognition  of  the  patriotic  ser- 
vices of,  Doc.  20 
Lynch,  W.  F.,  Flag  Officer.  See 
Charleston,  S.  CL,  Doc.  521 
noticed,                          Doc  6V6 


Maglban,  L.  A.,  Major,  noticed.  Doc  699 
Maoon,  J.  M.,  Capt. ,  at  Chickamaiiga, 

Doc  444 

Mabonb.  Wiluam,  Brig.-Gen.,  report 
of  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg, 
Vc,  Doc.  119 

report  of  the  battle  of  Chancel- 
lorsviUe,  Doc  293 

Majob,  Jakes  P.  CoL,  report  of 
operations  In  Lower  Louisiana, 

Doc  763 

Manassas,  Vc,  Beauregard's  order 
before  the  battle  or,         Doc  620 
correction  of  reports  of  the  bat- 
tle of,  Doc.  884, 336 

"  Manassas,"  gunboat,  at  New  Or- 
leans, Doc  670,  671 

Manet,  Fbank,  Major,  noticed,  Doc  438 
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Manet,  Gbobob,  Brig.-Gen.,  report 
of  the  battle  of  Chickamauga, 
Doc 

Maxkjavlt,  A.  M.,  Brig. -Gee,  report 

of  the  battle  of  Chickamauga.  Doc  422 
Mabmabueb,  J.,  Gen.,  report  of  the 
battle  of  Helena,  D*>c  609 

See  Heleua,  Ark.,  Doc  696 

Mabchbanes,  Gbobob,  Llent~  noticed, 

Doc  416 

jHAP«nATJ(  Hubfhset,  Gen.,  report 
of  the  fight  at  Princeton,  Vc, 

Doc  691 

Martin,  Jas.  G.,  Brig.-Gen.,      Doc  686 

Marts,  L. ,  Capt. ,  Doc.  Ill 

Marye's  Battery,  at  the  battle  of 
Kerns  town,  Doc  667 

Matthews,  Jambs  M.,  Law  Clerk  to 
the  Confederate  Congress,  Doc  227 

Mauris,  V.,  Capt.,  report  of  the  bat- 
tle of  Fredericksburg,  Vc,  Doc  141 

Maubt,  Dabnbt  EL,  Gen.  report  of 
the  battle  of  Corinth,        Doc  646 

Maxcey,  Brig. -Gen.  See  Pemberton's 
report,  Doc  668 

Mates,  J.  P.,  Lieut. -CoL,  noticed, 

Doc  698 

McAskxt,  Lbakdbb,  See  Donaldsoti- 

ville,  Dec  761 

McCalujb,  H.  B.,  Rev. ,  noticed.  Doc  146 
McClbllan,  Gbobob  B.,  Gen^  letter 
to  CoL.  R.  L,  Soott,  oonoerning 
the  battle  at  Munson's  Hill,  Va. 

Doc  617 

McCxJBBANn,  John  A.,  Gen.  As 
Pemberton's  report  of  vToks- 
borg,  Doc  676 

McCook,  A.  McD.,  Gen.,  report  of 
the  battle  04 Stone  River,  Doc  479 


McCcixocsf,   ,  Cot   Ac  Bat 

Flag,  to 
McDonald.  Jambs.  Capt b< 

McD-'NALD,  Lieut.,  noticel  &*. 
McDuwnxl,  law.  Gen..  sappW&ir.j 
report  of  the  battle  of  Salo** 
In 

McDoitbxl,  J.  C,  CoL,  acxwd  In 

MOGLOWW,  WlLLUB.  Acting  BAtir 

See  fc  Chesapeake."  lu 
McGcxbe,   Hckteb,  Med.  Direft 
noticed,  lb 
McOstobh,  C.  F  .Capt.  [» 
noticed,  [« 
Mclsroan,  D,  G.,  Major ,  report  a  u 
battle  of  Brieioe  Sutxm.  Du 
BfcKsAB,  T.  J.,  Brig. -Gee  Set  !*L 
ft, 

Gbobob,  Lieut.,  nsc 
of  tlte  battle  of  Frederietear 
Va.,  Du 

McKjKMDKT,  WfLllAM,  BlSiga,  l< 

McKbsooe,   ,   Gen.    8k  F- 

Forks,  to 

McKnf ,  ,  Major,  knled,  I*. 

McLaughlin,  Willub,  Cap;.,  Ik 

McLawb,  L.,  Maj.-Gen.,  re,«  rt  3,'  1 
battle  of  Frederfcksbarg.  fi 

report  of  the  battle  of  Quae 
tors  ville.  ft 

McMCBJLAT,  JaMBS  A.,  CoL,  ft 

MgNaxb,  B. ,  Brig  .-Gen.,  D 
noticed,  Di 

MgPhaxl,   ,  Col.    Set  fca-jc 

& 

MuPMBaiaaa,     William,  Sor*< 

noticed,  D 
McPhkrson,  Jastss  B. ,  Gen.,  at 

burg,  I> 
MoRab,  Datokuxsb,  Brig.-Gn..  : 

port  of  battle  of  Hcieai,  & 
McRab,  D..  CoL,  report  of  '±*  Vx 

of  Heienu,  JS. 
See  Helena,  Ark.,  ft 
Mbaub,  Gbobob  G..  MaJ.-Ge&. ,  ttat 

ed  by  CnngTess.  Dc 
Medals  of  Donor,  bill  providaz  I 

the  presentation  of,  D: 
Medical  Department  of  the  .trc 

bill  to  increase  th*,  Dnc  37. : 
Medical  Storekiscperc  bdi  u>»uk 

iae  the  appointment  <A,  P« 
Msju>ajiHAix.  Joan,  Capt..  r-port 

the  battle  of  Ston->  River.  J* 
Mhrbxtt,  Whslst,  Gen.  See  B^Ur 

Five  Forks,  Va.,  IK 
Mbbsbck,  Nathan  S> ,  Cape,  ft 
Mbkkim,  John,  Engine..T,  !>• 
Michigan  Volunteers.     See  Su 

River. 

*' Milan,"  French  masofw. 

trje  attack  on  Nev  ». 
Military  Messrares  of  Cngrc^. 

record  of,  during  ls61,  1* 
ft 

debate  011  the  bfl'  to  author  i*t 
employment  o:  vohintvi 
aid  In  enforct ug  tbv  iavs  ■ 
protecting  public  property,  D 

history  of  the  bill  to  inert j*i 
military  ecrtabUshoacoi  at  1 
United  States,  D 

bill  providing  for  the  better 
ganisntiottof  the  militaryeft 
UahmeBit.  B 

act  In  addition  to  the  ma 
SAthorise  it 
velunteera  to  aid  Id  < 
the  sasra  and  msSatisig  pal 


at  reaolatlon  So  ssssreve  : 
oonnrm  osrtain  acts  of 
trssddent  of  thsUaMfts 
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bill  authorizing  the  President  to 
appoint  additional  Aidca -de- 
camp, Doc.  16 

act  to  promote  the  efficiency  of 
the  Engineer  and  Topographical 
Engineer  corps,  and  for  other 

Surposcs,  Doc.  16 

to  authorize  an  increase  in  the 
corps  of  Engineers  and  Topo- 
graphical Engineers,  Doc.  17 
bill  muklng  an  appropriation  to 
deliver  arms  to  foyal  citizens  of 
rebel  Suites,  Doc.  17 

act  making  appropriations,  and 

for  other  purposes,  Doc  17 

bill  to  provide  for  the  purchase  of 
arms,  ordnance,  and  ordnance 
stores,  Doc.  18 

act  to  increase  the  pay  of  the 

privates  of  the  army,  Doc.  18 
resolution  expressing  the  sympa- 
thy of  Congress  for  the  bereavod 
families  and  friends  of  our  sol- 
diers who  have  fallen  in  defence 
of  the  Republic,  Doc.  19 

bill  to  provide  for  allotment  certi- 
ficates among  tho  volunteer 
forces,  Doc.  19 

bill  relating  to  courts-martial  in 

the  army,  Doc.  19 

Joint  resolution  expressive  of  the 
recognition  by  Congress  of  the 
patriotic  and  gallant  services  oY 
Brig. -(Jen.  Nathanaol  Lyon,  and 
of  the  officers  and  soldiers  un- 
der his  command,  Doc.  20 
bill  authorizing  the  appointment 
of  one  or  more  Assistant  Secre- 
taries of  War,  Doc.  20 
resolution  in  relation  to  the  allot- 
ment certificate*  of  pay  to  per- 
sons held  as  prisoners  of  war  in 
the  so-called  Confederate  States, 

Doc  20 

bill  to  provide  for  the  hotter  or- 
ganization of  the  Signal  Depart- 
ment of  the  army,  Doc.  21 

bill  making  appropriations  for 
completing  the  defences  of  tho 
City  of  Washington,  and  for 
other  purposes,  Doc.  21 

bill  providing  for  the  promulga- 
tion of  an  additional  article  of 
war,  prohibiting  officers  of  the 
army  from  returning  fugitives 
from  service  or  labor,        Doc.  22 

bill  for  the  appointment  of  Sut- 
lers in  the  volunteer  service, 
and  to  define  their  duties,  Doc.  24 

Joint  resolution  authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  accept 
moneys  appropriated  by  any 
State  for  the  payment  of  its 
volunteers,  Doc  27 

resolution  authorising  the  Presi- 
dent to  assign  the  command  of 
troops  in  the  same  field  or  de- 
partment to  officers  of  the  same 
grade,  without  regard  to  senior- 
ity. Doc.  27 

bill  to  increase  the  efficiency  of 
the  Medical  Department  of  the 
army.  Doc  27 

bill  to  facilitate  the  discharge  of 
enlisted  men  for  physical  disa- 
bility, Doc  29 

bill  to  authorise  the  appointment 
of  Medical  Storekeepers,    Doc  29 

bill  providing  that  company  offi- 
cers of  volunteers  should  be 
paid  on  the  pay-roll  of  their 
regiment  or  company,  except 
when  on  detached  service.  Doc.  29 
bill  to  limit  the  number  of  Major- 
Generals  and  Brigadiers  to  be 
appointed,  Doc  80 

3ill  to  provide  additional  medical 
officers  of  the  volunteer  service, 

Doc.  80 


Joint  resolution  to  encourage  en- 
listment in  the  regular  and  vol- 
unteer forces,  Doc.  80 

bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  the  army.  Doc  81 

joint  resolution  providing  for  the 
presentation  of  "medals  of 
honor"  to  the  enlisted  men  of 
the  army  and  volunteer  forces, 
who  have  or  who  may  distin- 
guish themselves  in  battle  dur- 
ing the  present  rebellion,    Doc.  81 

bill  prohibiting  the  confinement 
of  persons  in  the  military  service 
of  tho  United  States,  in  the  peni- 
tentiary of  tho  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, Doc  82 

joint  resolution  to  authorize  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  furnish  ex- 
tra clothing  to  sick  and  wound- 
ed soldiers,  Doc.  82 

bill  to  amend  the  act  calling 
forth  the  militia  to  execute  the 
laws,  suppress  insurrection,  and 
repel  invasions,  Doc  82 

bill  to  deflno  the  pay  and  emolu- 
ments of  certain  officers  of  the 
army,  and  for  other  purposes, 

Doc  85 

biU  to  facilitate  tho  discharge  of 
disabled  soldiers  from  the  army, 
and  the  inspection  of  convales- 
cent hospitals  and  camps,     Doc.  40 

bill  to  Improve  the  organization 
of  the  cavalry  forces.         Doc.  40 

bill  to  increase  the  clerical  and 
other  force  of  the  Quartermas- 
ter-General's office,  Doc.  40 

bill  to  authorize  the  raising  of  a 
volunteer  force  for  the  defence 
of  Kentucky,  Doc  41 

bill  to  promote  the  efficiency  of 
the  Commissary  Department. 

Doc.  42 

joint  resolution  to  facilitate  the 
payment  of  sick  and  wounded 
soldiers  in  the  hospitals  and  con- 
valescent camps,  Doc.  42 

bill  for  enrolling  and  calling  out 
the  national  forces,  and  for 
other  purposes,  Doc.  43 

act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An 
act  to  authorize  the  employ- 
ment of  volunteers  to  aid  in  en- 
forcing the  laws,  and  protect- 
ing public  property."  Approved, 
July  22,  1861,  Doc  47 

joint  resolution  giving  thanks  of 
Congress  to  Major-Gen.  W.  8. 
Bosecrans,  and  the  officers  and 
men  under  his  command,  for 
their  gallantry  and  good  conduct 
in  the  battle  of  Murfreesboro, 
Tenn.,  '  Doc  48 

bill  providing  for  the  organization 
of  the  Signal  Corps,  Doc  48 

bill  authorizing  the  breveting  of 
volunteer  officers,  Doc  49 

bill  to  promote  tho  efficiency  of 
tho  Corps  of  Engineers,  and  of 
the  Ordnance  Department,  and 
for  other  purposes,  Doc.  49 

bill  to  Increase  the  number  of 
Major-Generals  and  Brigadier- 
Generals,  Doc  61 

Joint  resolution  of  thanks  to  Mai  - 
Gen.  Ulysses  S.  Grant,  and  the 
officers  and  soldiers  who  have 
fought  under  his  command  dur- 
ing the  rebellion  ;  and  providing 
that  the  President  of  the  United 
8tate8  should  cause  a  medal  to 
be  struck,  to  be  presented  to 
Maj.-Gen.  Grant  in  the  name  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States, 

Doc  61 

joint  resolution  to  supply  in  part 
deficiencies  in  appropriations  for 
the  publio  printing,  and  to  sup- 


TAOM 

ply  deficiencies  in  appropria- 
tions for  bounties  to  volunteers, 

Doc  62 

joint  resolution  to  drop  from  the 
rolls  of  the  army  unemployed 
general  officers,  Doc  62 

Joint  resolution  expressive  of  the 
thanks  of  Congress  to  Maj.-Gen. 
Joseph  Hooker,  and  MajL-Gen. 
George  G.  Meade,  and  Maj.-Gen. 
Oliver  O.  Howard,  and  the  offi- 
cers and  men  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac,  Doc  68 

joint  resolution  expressive  of  the 
thanks  of  Congress  to  Maj.-Gen. 
N.  P.  Banks  and  the  officers  and 
men  under  his  command,   Doc  64 

Joint  resolution  expressive  of  the 
thanks  of  Congress  to  Maj.-Gen. 
Ambrose  E.  Burnslde  and  the 
officers  and  men  who  had  fought 
under  him,  Doc  64 

joint  resolution  tendering  the 
thanks  of  Congress  to  Maj.-Gen. 
W.  T.  Sherman,  Doc  64 

the  bill  reviving  the  grade  of 
Lieutenant-General  in  the  United 
States  army.  Doc  64 

bill  to  amend  the  act  for  enrolling 
and  calling  out  the  national  . 
forces,  Doc  66 

Joint  resolution  relative  to  the 
transfer  of  persons  in  tho  mili- 
tary to  the  naval  service,   Doc  69 

bill  to  establish  a  uniform  system 
of  ambulances  in  the  United 
8tates,  Doc  60 

bill  to  amend  section  nine  of  the 
act  approved  July  17, 1862,  "  to 
define  the  pay  and  emoluments 
of  certain  officers  of  the  army," 

Doc  61 

bill  to  increase  the  rank,  pay,  and 
emoluments  of  the  Provost 
Marshal  General,  Doc  62 

Joint  resolution  to  print  the  offi- 
cial reports  of  the  armies  of 
the  United  States,  Doc  68 

army  appropriation  bill  for  1864, 

Doc  68 

bill  to  increase  the  pay  of  soldiers 
in  the  United  States  army,  and 
for  other  purposes,  Doc  64 

bill  to  provide  for  the  examination 
of  certain  officers  of  the  army, 

Doc  68 

Joint  resolution  to  provide  for  the 
publication  of  a  full  army  regis- 
ter, Dec.  68 

bill  to  provide  for  the  more  speedy 
punishment  of  guerilla  maraud- 
ers and  for  other  purposes,  Doc  68 

bill  to  provide  for  the  better  or- 
ganization of  the  quartermas- 
ter's department,  Doc.  69 

bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  for 
enrolling  and  calltng  out  the  na- 
tional forces,  Doc.  71 

joint  resolution  expressive  of  the 
thanks  of  Congress  to  the  veter- 
an soldiers  who  have  ro -enlisted 
in  the  army,  Doc  76 

bill  to  increase  the  number  of 
cadets  in,  and  to  raise  the 
standard  of  admission  to,  the 
Military  Academy,  Doc  76 

Joint  resolution  tendering  the 
thanks  of  the  people  and  of 
Congress  to  Maj.-Gen.  W.  T. 
Sherman  and  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  his  command  for 
their  gallant  conduct  in  their 
brilliant  movement  through 
Georgia,   .  Doc  76 

resolution  to  present  the  thanks  of 
Congress  to  Maj.-Gen.  Alfred  H. 
Terry  and  the  officers  and  men 
under  his  command,        Doc  f6 

joint  resolution  to  present  the 


V1U 


REBELLION  RECORD : 


thanks  of  Congress  to  Mai -Gen. 
Philip  H.  Sheridan  and  the  offl- 
oers  and  men  under  his  com- 
mand, Doe.  77 
bill  to  Increase  the  pay  of  offloen 
of  the  army,  and  for  other  pur- 

riee,  Doc.  77 

to  increase  the  efficiency  of 
the  Medical  Corps  of  the  army, 

Doc.  77 

the  army  register,  Doc  78 

bill  for  the  better  organisation  of 
the  subsistence  department, 

Doc.  78 

bill  more  effectually  to  provide 
for  the  national  defence  by 
establishing  a  uniform  militia 
throughout  the  United  States, 

Doc.  79 

joint  resolution  to  encourage  the 
employment  of  disabled  and  dis- 
charged soldiers,  Doc.  79 

bill  to  provide  for  a  chief  of  staff 
to  the  Lieut. -Oen.  commanding 
the  armies  of  the  United  States. 

Doc  80 

joint  resolution  tendering  the 
thanks  of  Congress  to  Maj.- 
Gen.  George  H.  Thomas  and  the 
army  under  his  command,  Doc.  80 

bill  for  the  better  organisation  of 
the  pay  department  of  the  army, 

Doc  80 

bill  to  incorporate  the  National 
Military  and  Naval  Asylum, 

Doc  81 

bin  to  amend  several  acts  hereto- 
fore passed  to  provide  for  the 
enrolling  and  calling  out  the 
national  forces,  Doc  81 

bill  making  appropriation  for  the 
support  of  the  army  for  the  year 
ending  June  80,  1886,  and  for 
other  purposes,  Doc  86 

joint  resolution  to  encourage  en- 
listments by  making  free  the 
wives  and  children  of  colored 
soldiers,  Doc  88 

military  confirmations  in  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  United  States,    Doc  88 
Miixjk,  Harbor  H,  wounded.  Doc  848 
Mnxn,  J.  H., Cap t,, at  Baton  Rouge, 

Doc  704 

Millbr,  Nicholas,  Private,  killed^  ^ 

Mima,  Robert  M..  CoL,  report  of 
operations  of  Cobb's  brigade  in 
the  battle  of  Frederioksburg, 
Va.,  Doc  120 

Muurrr,  J.  H.  Capt.,  report  of  the 
battle  of  Baton  Rouge,      Doc  707 

Miu*.  R  Q.,  CoL,  report  of  the  battle 
of  Chlckamauga.  Doc  467 

Kills,  Thomas  L.,  Lieut.,  noticed, 

Doc  184 

Mrarr,  R.  H.  G.,  CoL,  noticed.  Doc  488 
Mission  Ridge,  Gen.  T.  J.  Wood's 

report  of  the  battle  or,  Doc  886 
Mississippi  State  Troops.  See  Pern- 

berton's  report,  Doc  671 

Mrohrll,  A.  N. ,  report  of  the  fight 

with  the  "  Albemarle,"  Doc  217 
MrroHELL,  C.  F.,  Act. -Master,  noticed, 

Doc  200 

Mbohrll,  John  K.,  Capt.  See  Forts 
Jackson  and  8t  Philip,  La., 

Doc  069,  676 

Mopfat,  C.  J.,  Capt.,  Doc  120 

Moixrrr,  Cariixb,  Lieut.,        Doc  142 
Moody,  D.  W.,  Major,  report  of  the 
battle  of  Fredericksburg,  Va., 

Doc  146 

Moody,  Y.  M.,.CoL  46th  Alabama, 

Doc  441 

Moon,  ,  Lieut -CoL  19th  Tenn., 

noticed.  Doc  706 

Moon,  R  F.,  CoL,  bravery  of,  Doc  486 
Moon,  G soros,  Capt.,  Doc  429 

Moon,  M.  C.,  Brig. -Gen.,  report  of 

the  battle  of  Corinth.  Doc  661 
Moon,  RnrsxEOTOn,  noticed,  Doc  806 


Moon,  Samusx  J.  G.,  Capt,  Doc  273 
Moobhar,  Gborgb,  Lieut,  Doc  661 
Moorhar,  M.  N.TCapt,  report  of  the 

battle  of  KelleysvUle,  Doc  817 
Morshrad,  Jambs  &,  Capt,  report  of 

the  battle  of  Hartevilla,  Tenn., 

Doc.  631 

Mosbcju,  Thomas,  Corporal,  Doc  142 
Moroah,  Cbarltor.  Capt,  Doc  629 
Morgan,  JoBR  EL,  Gen.,  report  of  the 

batilcof  HartsviUe,  Tenn.,  Doc  627 
Morris  Island,  8.  C.,  report  of  the 
evacuation  of.  Doc  648 

Lieut  -CoL  D.  R,  Harris  recom- 
mends the  evacuation  of,    Doc  661 
Mohrjsoh.  J.  J..  CoL,  report  of  an 
expedition  into  East  Tennessee, 

Doc  619 

Morrxboh,  R  H.,  Lieut,  Doc  106 
MoRRxsoH,  Richard T.,  Lieut,  Doc  699 
MoRSR,  C.  N.,  Lieut,  noticed.  Doc  682 
Mortor, Sr.  Clair,  Capt,  report  of 

the  batUe  of  Stone  River,  Doc  612 
Mosss,  a,  Orderly,  Doc  126 

Moutor,  A.,  Gen.,  report  of  opera- 
tions in  Lower  Louisiana,  Doc  762 

Mown,  ,  CoL  fieeluka,    Doc  731 

Mulls*,  W.  G.,  Capt,  his  scouts  at 

Fort  Jackson,  La.,  Doc  667 

Mule  Meat  in  Southern  prisons,  Doc  198 
Mumiord,  William  T.,  Lieut,  noticed, 

Doc  681 

Murfreesboro,  Tenn.,  Gen.  Rosecrans 
and  his  men  thanked  by  Con- 
gress for  gallantry  at       Doc  48 

Murfht,  Johr,  killed  by  lightning, 

Doc  230 

Murfht,  .CoL  8th  Wis.,    Doc  731 

Mtrrs,  J.  A.,  Lieut.,  notioed,  Doc  119 
Myrrh,  L  D.,  Capt,  Doc  338 


Naohor.  Rev.  Father,  his  service 
with  the  mutineers  at  Fort  Jack- 
son, Doc  673 

Nadrrrousch,  J.  Q.  A.,  Capt.  report 
of  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg, 
Vs.,  Doc  164 

Nahcr,  jambs  D.,  CoL.  report  of  the 
battle  of  Fredericksburg,  Va., 

Doc  149 

Nabob,  J.  K.,  Capt,  report  of  the 
battle  of  Fredericksburg,  Va., 

Doc  146 

Nansemond  River,  Vs.,  reports  of 

the  expedition  up  the,  Doc  239 
Nafdr,  L.  Lieut. CoL,  notioed,  Doc  417 
National  Military  and  Naval  Asylum, 

bill  to  provide  the,  Doc  81 

Navy  of  the  United  States,  bill  for 
the  transfer  of  persons  in  the 
army  to  the,  Doc  69 

Nbqlbt,  Jambs  8. ,  Gen.,  report  of  the 

battle  of  Stone  Rirer,        Doc.  498 
Negroes,  employment  of,  in  the 
Southern  Army,  Doc  284 

officers  of  the  army  prohibited 

from  returning  fugitive,     Doc  22 
See  Black  Flag,  Doc  726 

Nrlsor,G.  W.,  Capt,  noticed,  Doc  118 
Nblsor,  William  0.,  Private,  Doc  144 
New  Bigland  Soldiers'  Relief  Asso- 
ciation, final  report  of  the  super- 
intendent Doc  784 
Nbwmar.  f  ARBwxLL  W.,  Major,  at 

Chlckamauga,  Doc  447 

New  Orleans,  La.,  Southern  official 

reports  of  the  fall  of,  Doc  661 
New  Orleans  Tigers,  notioed,  Doc  836 
Nbwtor,  Johr,  Capt.,  notioed,  Doc  218 
Nrwtor,  R.  C..  CoL,  report  of  the 

battle  at  Helena,  Ark.,  Doc  611 
New  York  Volunteers,  guide  flag  of 

the  69th  Regt  of.  ceptured,_Doc  119 
Nichols,  Edward  T.,  Lieut-Corn., 

notioed,  Doc  680 

Nichols,  H.  a,  Brig. -Gen.,      Doc  270 
NicxsLS.  J.  F.,  Lieut -Com.,  report 
of  the  capture  of  the  "Chesa- 
peake," *      Doc  828 


Nrxow,  G.  H.,  CoL  48th  Test,  1 
Nooqcmt  ,  Capt,  at  BatocBi 

Nohhb,  R.  H..  Maj.  noticed, 
North    Carolina  Vomnteen. 
Fredericksburg. 
See  CfeaneeDorsviUe, 
Next,  J.  D.,  Capt,  death  of, 


Oaths,  ,  CoL  16th  Abbam 

O'Cowror,  Frho.  A.,  Acting  Eb 

See  Nanaemond  Rirer, 
Oodhst,  A.  N.,  Lieut,  noticed, 
Ohio  volunteers, 
O'Nhax,  Edward  A..  Col,  rept 

the  battle  of  Chanoefiari 

O'Nril,  K.,  Aid,  noticed, 
Ooe  tenants,  Ga.,  fight  si, 
Ord,  EL  O.  C,  Gen.  5«  Corinth. 

notioed, 
Otht,    Hugh   8.,  Capt,  an 

wounded, 
Orb,  E.,  gallantry  of,  notked, 
Owrhharrhi,  MHLvnxR,  Private 

Owhx^t'h.,  OoL,  notioed, 


Thomas  G.,  Capt,  at  1 
*ge,  D« 
Paor,  T.  Jrstrrbor,  Mai,  km 


PaxatRX,  J.  M. ,  Brig. -Gee,  repc 
the  battle  of  Stone  River, 


noticed. 
Paucrb,  T.  R.,  LAeuU-CoL, 
Pabuchr,  a.  N_  Lieut, 
Parhorr,  M.  M.,  Gen., 
nettle  of  Helena, 
See  Helena,  Ark., 
noticed, 
Pattbbrsoh,  IL.  Mai-Gee,  rape 
reference  to  the  battle  cf 
Bun, 

Paul,  J.  W.,  Incp.-Gen..  sw 

Paxtor,  EL  F.  Brig.  •Gen,,  rep 
the  battle  of  Frederick** 
Va.,  ] 
Pathh,  W.  BL,  OoL,  noticed,  : 
**--root,   Q   A.     Jat  Profis 

Court  for  Loaieiana. 
Phak,  Hawk  .  Sergeant,  notieei,  : 
Pbok,  Josnr  J.,  Gen.,  letter  Is  s 
enoe  to  operations  aressi 
at  Suffolk,  Va., 
tAX,  Joan,  Gen.,  resort  a* 
battle  of  Chkfeaniaaea, 
Phlham,  Joent,  MaJ^  death  ot 
"hiobbssoh,  Johoi  CGeR.,reja 
the  Siege  of  Vfictofeorg;  I 

ordsTB  for  moving  his  aney. 

Phsmi,1^^,  Brig-Gee^  rep 
the  battle  of  Fredericks! 

__▼**» 

report  of  the  battle  of  Cm 
wrHvffle, 


the  battle  of  f]Ssssr3 


mmm,    W.  X.,  Brig.'* 
report  of  she  lettta  of 
erktebwre.  Va,. 


,  A-  JL  TJssJt  1st  Ark\ 
oO^MUF^PHfHH 
SBHtes^ 
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TAOM 

l  E.  P.,  Color-8ergt,  noticed, 

Doc  178 
T.,  Aid,  noticed. 

Doc  609 

IT,  X  M.,  Ool.,  death  of,    Doc.  800 
r,  E.  A..  Brig. -Gen.,  report  of 
the  battle  of  Fredericksburg, 
Va,,  Doc.  121 

report  of  the  battle  of  Chancel- 
lors ville,  Doc.  291 
Pbbbtman,  J.  L.,  noticed,        Doc.  717 
FBB,  F.,  Capt,  noticed,  '      Doc  681 
Pbttcb,  EL  W.,  CoL  20th  Ala.  regt 

noticed,  Doc.  674 

Pirxoir,  Cratbn,  Sergt,  noticed, 

Doc.  629 

Pbttob,  Grbbt,  Capt.,  Doc.  804 

Pbdelan,  WATun^Oapt..  Doc  806 

Phttbb,  Charlbbw.,  Brig. -Gen.  See 

Corinth,  Doc  637,  640 

Pnaoir,  Thomas  K..  Lieut.,  killed, 

Doc  681 

Pxmux,  Wm.  B.,  Oapt,  noticed, 

Doc  649 

Platd,  8.  T.,  Major,  Doc  276 

Funm,  Job*  W.,  account  of  the 

battle  of  Gettysburg,  Pa.,  Doc  178 
Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  official  reports  of 

the  battle  at,  Doc.  621 

Polk,  I*  &,  Brig. -Gen.,  report  or  the 

battle  of  Chiokamauga,  Doc  428 
Pops,  G.  J. ,  Adjutant,  noticed,  Doc.  147 
Pobchbr,  Julius,  Lieut. -Ool.,  Doc.  424 
Port  Gibson,  Miss.,  battle  at.  See 

Pember ton's  report  of  the  Siege 

of  Vicksburg,  Doc  663 

Port  Hudson,  Gen.  Breckinridge's 

report  of  the  battle  of,      Doc  698 
battle  of,  noticed,  Doc  688 

Porter,  D.  D.,  Admiral,  bombards 

Vicksburg,  Doc.  673 

demands  the  surrender  of  the 

forts  on  the  Mississippi,  Doc.  672 
Poker,  Frank,  Major,  report  of  the 

battle  of  Chlckamauga,     Doc  877 
Poster,  Fits  John,  Gen.  See  R.  Pat- 
terson, Doc  212 
Pokes,  Gbobqe  C,  OoL  ,         Doc  433 
Poms,  John  W,  Ool.  42d  Ala,  regt. 

noticed,  Doc  661 

Posey,  Carnot,  Brig. -Gen.,  report  of 

the  battle  of  ChanceUorsriUe, 

Doc  286 

Posit,  J.  B.,  Aid,  notioed.  Doc  288 
Posh,  Stanbotb,  A.  A.  G.,  noticed, 

Doo.  288 

Pownx,  Lababto  W.,  Senator,'  no- 
ticed, Doe.  2 
Pratt,  — Sergeant,  noticed,  Doc.  129 
Prbbton.  w.,  Brig. -Gen.,  report  of 
the  battle  of  Ghlckamauga,  Doc  899 
noticed,                    Doc  698,  710 
Pmcs,  Cblbus,  Lieut.,  noticed,  Doc  699 
Pbxb,  E.,  Lieut. ,  referred  to,    Doc  278 
Pmas,   H.    EL.   Lieut.,  noticed, 

Doc  708,  721 
Fuel,  Stbumo,  Gen.,  report  of  the 
battle  of  Helena,  Doc  697 

report  of  the  battle  of  Corinth, 

Doo.  688 

See  Helena,  Doc.  694 

See  Iuka,  Doc  730,  734 

Am  Corinth,  Doc  634 

Prims,  O.  Hy  Oapt.,  noticed,  Doc  442 
Princeton,  va.,  Southern  reports  of 

the  fights  at,  Doc  691 

Prisons.  See  Chaplain  Harvey's  ac- 
count of  Southern  Prisons,  Doc  194 
Pboctb,  Jambb  T.,  Lieut,  nottoed, . 

Doc  808 

Provisional  Court  in  Ixrietana,  es- 
tablished, Doe.  842 


Quaker  Bead,  Va.,  account  of  the 
battle  of,  Doc  848 

Qdxbt,  W.  W.,  Lieut -Com.,  report 
of  the  fight  with  the  "Albe- 
marle," Doo.  220 

Quiglbt.  A.  J.,  Lieut,  noticed,  Doe.  888 


Doc  106 
Color 
Doc  721 
Doc  817 


Doc  603 
Doc  228 
Doc  699 
Doc  833 
Doc  806 


Rambbur.  8.  D.,  Brig. -Gen.,  report  of 
the  battle  of  ChancellorBville, 

Doc  288 

Randolph,  G.  W.,  Secretary  of  War, 

a  a  A.,  Doc.  246 

Rajidolph.M.  L.,  Capt,  Doc  106,  804 
Ransom,  R.,  Jr.,  Major-Gen. ,  report 

of  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg, 

Va,,  Doc  101 

report  of  the  fight  at  BogerayiUe, 

Tenn.,  Doc  767 

Rappahannock  Bridge,  Va.,  Southern 

reports  of  the  battle  of,     Doc  738 
Ratchjord,  J.  W.,  Major, 
Rawungb,  Jambs,  7th  Ky. 

bearer,  bravery  of, 
Rat,  J.  H.,  Private,  noticed, 
Raymond,  Miss.,  battle  of  fought 

See  Pemberton's  report,  Doc  664 
Reconstruction,    Governor  T.  H. 

Watts'  letter  on,  at  the  Sooth, 

Doc  238 

RaoTon,  W.  F.,  Lieut, 
44  Red  Plume/'  the  Chief, 
Run,  John,  Major,  noticed, 
Rxsna,  ML,  Capt, 
Rbntbo,  W.  T.,  Capt, 
Rsnbhaw,  K  B.,  Capt  See  New  Or- 
leans, La.,  Doc  667 
Rbtnolds,  A.  W.,  OoL   See  Pember- 
ton's report  of  Vicksburg,  Doc.  668 
Rhbtt,  Alfred.  Col.,  report  of  the 
action  April  7,  1863,  at  Charles- 
ton, 8.  C,  Doc  628 
Rhbtt,  T.  O.,  Major,  noticed,     Doc.  669 
Rick,  W.  G.,  Lieut -OoL,  report  of 
the  battle  of  Fredericksburg, 
Va.,                            Doc  146 
Richardson,  J.  B.,  CoL  See  Manas- 
sas,                           Doc  884 
Rued,  J.  C,  CoL  28th  Ala.,      Doc  888 
Rxplbt,  R.  S.,  Gen.,  report  of  the  ac- 
tion of  AprU  7,  1868,  at  Charles- 
ton, 8.  C,                      Doc  620 
circular  in  reference  to  the  defence 

of  Charleston  Harbor,        Doc  627 
report  of  the  operations  of  the 
troops  under  his  command,  from 
the  8tb  to  the  20th  day  of  July, 
1863,  Doc.  636 

report  of  the  defence  of  Charles- 
ton from  the  1st  to  the  20th  of 
August.  1868,  Doo.  641 

report  of  the  operations  of  the 
troops  under  his  command, 
from  July  21st  to  81st  inclusive, 

Doc  646 
instructions  in  reference  to  evacu- 
ation of  batteries  Wagner  and 
Gregg,  Doc  664 

■rtson,  J.  H.,  Col.,  report  of  the 
battle  of  Baton  Rouge,       Doc  717 
ertbon,  J.  W.,  CoL,  report  of  the 
battle  of  Baton  Rouge,       Doc.  712 
xW*J3craoir,  W.  B.,  Capt.,         Doc  681 
Robinson,  E,  W. ,  Capt.,  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Baton  Rouge,  Doc  719 
Rocky  Face  Gap,  Ga.,  fight  at,  Doc  687 

Rqddt,  ,  Brig. -Gen.,  at  Tuscum- 

bta,  Doc  686 

Rodger*  Gbobgb  W. .Capt,      Doc  183 
Rodbs,  R\  EL,  Brig.  Gen.,  Report  of 
the  battle  of  ChanceUorsviUe,  Doc  800 
report  of  operations  on  the  Rappa- 
hannock, Doc  746 
Ron,  F.  A. ,  Lieut -Com.,  report  of  the 
fight  with  the  "  Albemarle/' 

Doc.  216.  228,224 
Room,  Gbobob  T.,  CoL  6th Va., 

Doc.  294 

Boon,  W.  P.,  CoL  2d  Texas  regi- 
ment noticed,  Doc  661 
Rogers viue,  Tenn..  Southern  official 
reports  of  the  fight  at, 

Doc  767,  780,  761 
urn.  Joseph,  Color-bearer,  gal- 
lantry of.  Doc  716 
■omans.  William  &,  Gen.,  resolu- 
tion of  thanks  to,  for  gallantry 
at  Mnrfreesboro,  Tenn.,      Doc  48 


his  letter  to  his  offloers  of  June  8, 

1868.  Doc  817 

See  Chickamauga,  Doc  867 

See  Corinth,  Doc  684 

See  Iuka,  Doe.  781 

at  Stone  River,  Doc  480 

Ross,  .Gen.  See  Iuka,        Doc  781 

Rossbb,  T.  L,  CoL,  notioed,     Doc  818 
RossKAU,  LovzllH.,  Gen., report  of 
the  battle  of  Stone  River,    Doe.  601 
noticed ,  Doe.  488 

Rowan,  8.  CL,  Commodore,  report  of 
operations  of  iron-clsda  si 
Charleston,  S.  0.,  Doc  180 

ROTBTBB,  T.  J.,  Oapt  22d  La.  Vole, 

noticed.  Doe.  688 

Rucks*,  EL  W.,  OoL  Am  Black  Flag, 

Doc  TW 

Rugous,  Danvl,  Brig. -Gen.,  si  Ba- 
ton Rouge,  Doc  701 
report  of  the  battle  of  Baton 
Rouge,              Doo.  698, 701,  780 
Rugglsb,  E.  a,  Major,  notioed,  Doc  70S 
Rusbkll,  C.  H. ,  Lieut  -Com.,     Doc  680 
Rust,  A.,  Gen.,  report  of  the  battle 

of  Corinth,  Doc  642 

Rutherford,  William  D.,  Llent, 
notioed,  Doe,  147 


Sanborn,  Frank  W.,  Act  Ensign,  re- 
ports of  the  capture  of  the  "Co- 
lumbine," Doc  206, 907 
Sanhford,  J.  W.  A.,  Lieut. -OoL,  Doc  44 
SAjrnnxw,  L.  D.,  Lieut.,  noticed, 

Doc  708 

Savannah  and  Charleston  Railroad, 

expedition  to  cut  the,       Doe.  980 
Schknck,  R.  CL,  resolution  to  drop 
from  the  rolls  of  the  army  un- 
employed General  offloers.   Doe.  89 
Statement  relative  to  the  Vienna 
affair,  Doc  788 

Scott  Augustus,  Oapt,  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Baton  Rouge,        Doc  702,  721 
Soon.  J.  L,  Col.,  report  of  the  bat- 
tle of  Cblpkamanga,  Doc  408 

Soon,  ,  CoL  12Ui  Louisiana  Vote  , 

Doc  667 

Scott,  R.  L. ,  OoL,  letter  to,  from  Gen. 
G.  B.  McClellan,  concerning  the 
attack  on  Munson's  HUL/Va., 

Doc  617 
xjoa,  B.  T.  See  Correspondence 
on  Black  Flag,  Doc  780 

Sbabot,  A.,  OoL  46th  Tennessee, 

Doc  447 

SDDOir,  Jambb  A. ,  Secretary,  letter 

from.  Doc  617 

Semmbs,  J.  a,  Oapt,  his  battery. 

Doc  700, 701 
~    OB,  O.  T.,  Capt     See  Baton 
Rouge,  Doc  790 

ass'  battery,  at  the  battle  of 
Baton  Rouge,  Doc  680 
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report  of  the  battle  of  Mission 

Kidge,  Doc  886 

report  of  the  battle  of  Stme 
River,  Doc  606 

Wood,  a,  Lieut,  Doc  416 

Wood,  W.  D.,Captt  D^«r.  127 

WooDLixr,  E»  D.,  Lieut.,  Doc  6»1 

WOODRDFV,  L.  'l.,UM.,  Doc  442 

Woodruff,  Wxbb,  Dt<«  lOM 

Woonxx,  Thomas  Dn  8orgeon,  Doc  600 
Wright,  A.  R.,  Brig. -Gen.,  report  of 

tho  battle  of  Fredericksburg. 

Va.,  Doc  110 

report  of  the  battle  of  Chancel 

lorsvllle.  Doc  288 

Wright,  H  C.,  Lieut,  noticed,  Doc  717 
Wright,  M  J.,  Brig. -Gen.,  report  of 

tho  battle  of  Chickamauga,  Doc  437 
WxionT,R.  H., Lieut,  Doc  147 


Yaxcrt,  W.  C. ,  Capt. ,  Doc  447 

Yargajt,  ,  Lieut.,  noticed,  Doc  841 

Yasoo  City,  Miss.,  fight  at,      Doe.  608 
Yemassee,  &  C,  official  reports  of 
the  battle  at,  Doc  821 

Ykrgkr,   .   Lieut,         Doc  101 

Young,  G.  V. ,  Major,  noticed,  Doc  888 
Youxg,  JoHxmB.  Capt.,  Doe.  278 

Young,  Johx  T.,  memoranda  and 
letters    in  reference  to  the 
at    Fort  Pillow, 
Does,  796,  728,  788 


Zaroax,  J.  L,  Lieut,  noticed,  Doe.  8S8 


